CHAPTER 1
GENERAL

1. Introducing the District

The district of Balangir is flanked in the north-west by the Gandhas
mardan hills, a name of Ramayan fame, and in the north-east by the
rock-infested Mahanadi. It is traversed by many hill streams and is
interspersed with evergreen woodlands, the shelter of Bison and Sambar .
Itisthe nature’s cradle for the Kutia Khonds, Binjhalsand Gonds. The
district is famous through centuries for the Bhunlias and Kosthas, master-
craftsmen who work excellent motifs on cotton and tassar fabrics. It
isthe land of Tantricculture, being the seat ofthe famous seven maidens?,
who excelled inesoteric practicesof Tantrayana (see Patnagarh—Chapter
XIX). In Balangir at Ranipur-Jharial there exists the temple of 64
Yoginis—one of the four such temples in India2. It is also notable for
having experimented in the past a republican form of Government that
was overthrown by Ramai Deo, a Chauhan youth, whose mother hailed
from Mainpuri in north India. Ramai founded the kingdom of Patna
in the 14th century, which within a short span of its militant career
became the head of the cluster of eighteen Garhs. The ruins of forts
not only in the urban areas like Patnagarh, Titilagarh and Sonepur but
also in the remote localities like Tusra, Jharial and Binka speak of the
past glory of the kingdom. The Chauhan rule ended with the merger
ofthe States of Patna and Sonepur with Orissa onthe Ist day of January,
1948,  They together form the district of Balangir.

2. Origin of the name of the District

The district of Balangir like many other districts of Orissa is named
after the headquarters town of Balangir. Thistown was also the head-
quarters of the feudatory State of Patna, since the eighties of the nine-
teenth century. According to tradition, Balangir was established
by Balaram Deo, the brother of Narasimha Deo, the 12th Raja of
Patna.  As Balaram Deo is known to have flourished about the
middle of the 16th century, the origin of the town of Balangir has
also been attributed to that period. It is said that the town being
founded by Balaram Deo was named after him as Balaramgarh, from
which the present name Balangir has been derived. There is, however,
no recorded evidence to support thistheory. It may be that the name

_ 1. Their abode came to be known as Kuanri-Patana (the camp of maidens) from
which the kindgom was called Patna.

. 2. The other three temples of 64 Yoginis are at Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh,
Hirapur near Bhubaneswar in Orissa and Bberaghat near Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh,

[14 B. of R—2]
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3. Location, General Boundaries, Area and Population

and 21117 north latitudes and
the north
Buaudh-

The district lies between 20°9°
and 829417 and 84°16” east longitudes. 1t s bounded on
by the district of Sambalpur, on the cast by the district of
Khondmals, on the south by the district of Kalahandiand on the
by the Nawapara subdivision of the district of Kalahandi.

wost

The area of the district is 3,411-6 squarc miles or 8,830 square hilo-
metres.  According to the Surveyor-General, it covers anarea ol 3,439
squarc miles or 8,907 square kilometres. It had a total population of
1,068,686 in the 1961 Census out of which 534,219 were malesand 233407
females. In order of area and pupulation the district holds the 1th
and 8th position, respectively among the districts of Orissit,

According to 1961 Census, the Scheduled Caste populution of the
district was 187,422 (93,513 males and 93,909 females), which i~ 17°5
per cent of the total district population. The tribal population voas
220,916 (109,087 males, 111,829 females) which 1s 20-7 per cent of the
total population in the district.

Density of Population

The Qe1lsily of population according to 1951 Census was 20y per
square mile, bu't accgl'dlllg to 1961 Census it was 313, The density of
tl}c State of’Orlssa in 1961 was 292. Balangir prescits a Jightly
higher density than the State average. o

The following table shows the subdivisionwisce

- break-u W N
arca, population and density of population. reah-up of the

Subdivision Area in

Population Density
' ' ! Y e
squarc mile (1961 Census) squzufnlli"lz

(1961

Census)

Balangir .. 868 305,406

>, N~
Soncmr " 3 7266 187,786 o
Titilagarh . g?i 558,2;5 oL
3 9 ';‘\
Total of the district T —— —
¢ ¢ distric
. 3,411-6 1,068.6
3 86 o}
—_— > 313
e S

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



3

4. History of the District as an Administrative Unit

Patna was an important State in western Orissa under the Chauhans
since 14th century A. D. By the 16th century A. D. almost the whole
of western Orissa came under the political sway of the Chauhan rulers
of Patna who counted as many as eighteen Garhs under them. The
twelfth king Narasimha Deo handed over to his brother Balaram Deo
the territory lying northof the river Ang. The latter founded the State
of Sambalpur which became the most powerful of the Garhjat cluster
and from that time onwards the importance of Patna declined. Sonepur,
which was formerly a chiefship subordinate to Patna, was constituted
as a separate State by Raja Madhukar Sai of Sambalpur about the middle
of the 17th century A. D. Since then it was counted along with Patna
and Sambalpur as one of the Garhjat States.

The States of Patnaand Sonepur were under the occupation of
the Marathas of Nagpur since 1755. These States along with other
territorias were occupied by the BEast Tndia Company early in 1904 in
course of the Second Maratha war, but were returned to the Raju of
Nagpur in 1806. 1In 1818 after the Third Maratha war these States
again reverted to the Company. Under the British these two States
were first included in the ‘South Bihar and Chotanagpur Mahals’, an
administrative division created in 1819 and then in the South-West
Frontier Agency which was organised under Regulation III of 1833.
When the Agency was abolished in 1854 these two States came under
the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Chotanagpur. After creation
of Central Provinces in 1861, Patna and Sonepur along with the States
of Bamara, Rairakhol and Kalahandi and the district of Sambalpur
were included in the new province. All the above States were
declared as Feudatory States in 1863 and in 1905 were transferred to
Bengal along with the district of Sambalpur to form a part of Orissa
Division.

In 1905, the post of Political Agent was created for the Orissa States
under the Commissioner of Orissa. The Bihar and Orissa Province was
constituted in 1912, and the Orissa States continued to be under the
Commissioner of Orissa Division till 1922, when the Political Agent with
his headquarters at Sambalpur was placed directly under the Governor
of Bihar and Orissa. When Provincial Autonomy was inaugurated
under the Government of India Act, 1935, Patna and Sonepur along
with other Feudatory States of Orissa were brought undeir the direct
control of the Governor-General exercising his jurisdiction as Crown
Representative through the Political Agent at Sambalpur.

The Feudatory States of Orissa except Mayurbhanj merged with the
Province of Orissa on the 1st January 1948, as a result of which new
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: Calahandi
districts were formed in the Province. The ex-States of Kalahai

Patna and Sonepur were combined together to form a 1;:\;8' dl.\l}l;l:tl
called Balangir-Patana district on the Ist January | I {. .
subscquently on st November 1949 the ex-States o | :1 fl
and Sonepur were separated and they together formed u new ('Iy\ll.;.
called Balangir district with 4 subdivisions, namely, Balungux P:mmgal 1,
Titilagarh and Sonepur. For administrative convenience, i part oIA the
ex-State of Sonepur which was in Dahia out-post Of B.lrm;zh;?raupur‘
police-station has since been added to Manmunda police-stution of
Baudh-Khondmals district.

5. Subdivisions, Tahsils and Thanas

The district is divided into four subdivisions. five tahasils and 17
police-stations. The following table shows the extent and populution
of cach subdivision, tahsil and police-station of the district.

Police-station

Subdivision  Tahsil & Population, 1961 Census
and its area its head- Head- Areain
(square miles)  quarters quarters sq.miles Persons Muale Female
and popula-
tion(Maleand
Female)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Balangir Balangir t.Balangir 3613 136,283 68,567 67,716
A. 8680 2. Loisinga 1795 80,420 40,382 40,038
P. 305,406 3. Tusra 327°0 38,702 43977 44 726
M. 152, 925 ’ ’

F. 152,480

P atnagarh Patnagarh 1.Patnagarh 29076 82,116 41.029 41,087

,IA:. 3537?8866 2.Belpara 194'6 55,964 27,927 ”8,0?7
. 187, 3. . 3 21 o

M. 9369 Khaprakhol 241-4 49,706 24,742 24,964

FF. 94,088

Sonepur (NSonepur  1.Sone .

A S59r0 e blll)ur 900 23,245 11,575 11,670

P.274,515 aroha 1660 59,141 20,606 2535

M. 136,868 P 1280 38736 19430 19106

M. 136, Dungri- 52 00 "

F. 137,647 pali PEO 64630 21906 3236

(2)Birmaha- 1.Birmah araj- 2340
rajpur pur
2.Sindhol 92:0 17,956

71,077 35369 35708

8,892 9,064
Titilagarh Titilagarh 1.Titilagarh 1680

A.935- . 76,580 33 57
P ?Og (;79 2.Saintala 3470 71,199 ‘J,gg/j 35006
M. 150,727 sRantabanii 2124 74609 yagn 203
F.'lso,’zsz i'gPrekela 936 26.370 3 ;,-4’; .I‘Z,ESI
J.Sindhe- 1140 53,181 ‘”‘:- 2 2,128
kela s 25847 26,334

—

———
——
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6. Topography

The western part of the district is an undulating plain, rugged and
isolated, with hill ranges running in various directions. A lofty irregular
range called the Gandhamardan forms the natural boundary to the
north-west. The soil in this area, for the most part, is light and sandy.
The main forest area stretches along the western boundary bordering the
Nawapara subdivision of Kalahandi district, and then turns to the
cast running parallel to the Gandhamardan range. This forest tract
is broken by occasional clearings and small settlements, but it mostly
consists of thick vegetation in which bamboo of excellent quality grows
and Sal, Sahaj, Piasal, Dhaura, and Fbonyform the principal timber.
The crest of therange of Gandhamardan hills is a fine plateau, some
ten miles long, with an average height of 3, 000 feet. For the most part,
the district lies on the north-west bank of the Tel, which forms the
boundary between this district and the districts of Kalahandi and
Baudh-Khondmals.

7. Hill System

The Gandhamardan forms a mnatural boundary to the north-
western side of the district. This range consists of several hills, the
highest among them being Gandhamardan of 3,296 feet. The smaller
hills deserving mention are Butel (2,670"), Chahdli (2,630"), Thuta
(2,056, Bender (1,920"), Patpani and Chhatardandi. The hill is
topped by a cap of highlevel laterite. Rain water soaking through the
laterite collects under it and then oozes out in springs on two sides.
From the northern crest of this range springs a famous stream! which
descends to the foot of the hill in fine water-falls and finally issues forth

to the plains of Nrusimhanath, a famous place of pilgrimage in
Sambalpur district. On the southern slope, a similar stream issues
from the crest of the range and is known as Harisankar, and at the
foot of the hill at Nandupala where the stream reaches the plains
there is a temple. Thecrest of thisrangeof hills is the ten mile long
Gandhamardan plateau standing at an average elevation of 3,000
feet.

The Gandhamardan hill was known in early times as Gandhagiri or
Parimalagiri and it may be identified with the “Po lo mo lo ki 1i”’ mep-
tioned by the Chinese pilgrim Yuan Chwang. The Gandhamardan
of the Ramayan may as well be identified with this range of hills.

The next important hilly belt occurs quite close to Balangir town
and extends on the north-west to Mahadasani in Borasambar in Sam-

1. The stream is successively called Kapil-dhar, Bhim-dhar and Chal-dhar.
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t to Sikarpat nill in the Kand han

istrict and on the south-eas . i
B G s peaks of this ringe are Bhim

pract of Gudvella. The conspicuou . "
Dungri, Matkai (22,591), Banda and Khansel. Separated from these

ranges by an extensive plainand the river Mahanadi, is the Su‘lg:hn.san
hill system. Unlike the other ranges, the Smghui:m. C\wm.\. from
north to south and attains a height ot 2,045 at onc point.  With the
exception of the Gandhamardan and the Singhasan. thg other ranges
are discontinuous and broken for several miles by pluns.

8. River System
Main rivers and tributaries
(i) MAHANADI

The principal river of the district isthe Mahanadi which tlows
through the central part of Sonepur subdivision from north to south.
It receives the river Tel at Sonepur town and after that takes wicasterly
direction forming the boundary of the district for about 23 miles. The
river looks magnificent with great width and depth and i~ hihlz to
heavy floodsduring rains. At placesitco ntains dangerous rapids and the
entire bed is strewn with rock outcrops and big boulders.  Navigation
is possible with difficulty by country-made flat-bottomed rutt-

In medieval inscriptions, the Mahanadi near Sonepur i~ Lnown by
the name Chitrotpala. A copper plate charterissued by Kumura Snmcs'-
vara Deva, Telugu-Choda prince of Sonepur, in ith contury A.D. refers
to the river Chitrotpala and its big whirlpcol called I.[mku\‘xrmk'i
This whirlpoolis still to be found in the river near Soncpus ;mi% i‘t m
now known as the Lankesvari Darha. Navigators take 'hc-.x h 't.
thrgughthis part of the river with great risk. A bir rock n -'x—Od] ;
W.hlrlpool contains the figure of the goddess Lankes:n-i \\}\1» L' ’ 1~le
hipped by the boatmen and the local people. o Coner

(i) TEL

) Thxs river starts from the north-west of the district rKaor
Hc.)wmg through the district of Kalahandi touches ‘Lh c 1 ”_ o
trict about 4 miles to the west of Kesinga Railwa 'LS o
the boum}ary between the districts of Kalahand;i anj BY
derable distance after whichit enters into Balangir district ; o
:}(i;tll}ocit;n:‘zslrabanddflows only about 5 miles Withiﬁ thLe ’(:‘::‘I : miles
Khondmals tiell it?l;;lee?cr};}]fetween this district and the district ut&l';a d}{[
ting a course of about SS '€1= s oh Mahalladi thoonepur. T fact C‘(u -
e & ourse o about mi .es,the river forms the eastern boundur \.' ‘fcelf-
it is liable to floods \ilii:?rlirélsl'sourcé Of" v orsupply. But du}i I.]OU ﬁns
besides uprooted troes 1Wl rings with 1t§ rapid currents Poiso nous- ke
bamboos and timber "co di g e rivar s utilised for toat) » énakes
istant places. e down

: Lo After t . .
Hirakud Dam, the principal source of Mahanadi }f]‘leoccsolh_”fi;lctm N of the
. di1sthe Tel.

aput and
er ot this dis-
ation. I torms
alangir far a cansi-
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The confluence of this river with the Mahanadi is regarded by
local people as a very sacred place. It is known as the Rameswar
Ghat and a big temple dedicated to Rameswara Siva has been erected
here by the Chauhan Rajas of Sonepur.

The Tel finds mention in the Budhist Jataka stories. In the Sera
Vanijja Jataka it is called Telavaha.

(#if) TRIBUTARIES OF THE TEL

The Tel is fed by a number of tributaries of which those flowing
inside the district of Balangir are the Undar, the Lanth, the Sungad
and the Suktel. The Undar comes from the Nawapara subdivision
of Kalahandi district and drains the southern part of the Titilagarh
subdivision. TheLanth (also called Barabhai Lanth) and the Sungad
are local streams and take their rise from the north-western belt of
hills of the district. At the confluence of Sungad and Tel are found
ruins of a medieval fort known as Kharligarh.

The Suktel takes its origin from the slopes of the Gandhamardan
range and flows throughthe subdivisions of Patnagarh, Balangir and
Sonepur. It meets the Tel a few miles south of its confluence with the
Mahanadi. The Suktel is identified with river Suktimati which finds
mention in the Mahabharata and Puranicliterature (see Chapter 11).

(iv) ANG

This river rises from the hills of Borasamber in the district of Sambal.
pur and is fed by the streams flowing down the northern slope of the
Gandhamardhanrange. In Sambalpur district,it first flows in northerly
direction for a short distance and then swerves to the east in wide semi-
circular shape and enters the district of Balangir near Agalpur. It
joins the Mahanadi a few miles above Sonepur town. A portion of
its course forms the boundary between Somepur and Balangir
subdivisions of the district. This river carries considerable volume
of water during the rains, but it soon dries up in cold season.

(v) JIrA

Among other rivers, mention may be made ofthe Jira, the northern-
most affluent of the Mahanadi in this district. This river meets the
Danta not very far from the southern border of Sambalpur and the
combined stream forms for a distance of about 15 miles the boundary
of the districts of Balangir and Sambalpur till it joins the Mahanadi.

(vi) SALESINGH

The Salesingh-jor is fed by the water from the Singhasana range
and meets the Mahanadi to the south of its confluence with the Jira.
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9, Tanks

There are no natural or : es _
are 2 number of large tanks meant either for rrigation |
The town of Balangir has manj tanks, the i.nggfsl
d by the lecal municipuhiny for

artificial lakes in the district, but there
or tor drnnking

water purposcs.
being the Karanga Kata which is reserve )
the purpose of drinking water. Other importqm }zmks in the towin are
Maharani Sagar associated with some Rani of Clutuhan Ry famly,
the Gait Sarobar excavated by Maharaja Pruthvizaj Deo mncommaeniori-
tion of the visit of Sir Edward Gait, the Governor of Bihar and Oy,
and Ghee Kundi (a pot of ghee) located to the south ol the towi In
the town of Titilagarh there is a bigtank at the foot of te Kumudd
hill which is locally called Deobandh. The town of Patnagurh, betng
the old capital of the Chauhan Rajas of Patna, contains large nun.ber of
tanks named after different rulers of the State. These are Ransagar,
Bhojsagar, Hirasagar, Sanisagar, Darpansagar and Blumusapar.  Afl
these, excepting Bhojsagar which has been recently  repnovated and
Bhanusagar, are in a state of disrepair. At Loisingu, there is another
big tank—Chakradhar Sagar, named after the local Zamindar Clahia-
dhar Singh Ray who was living in early 20th century.

10. Geology

Balangir district constitutes a portion of the peninsular region.,
It has largely remained a table-land, a mass of gredt rigidity ;mdM has
not been affected by inner movements of the carth thou&!hlmnl* portions
of the peninsular India has been affected by structurz:l di&tlll'b‘tlk‘c‘of
vertical nature, . L

Tl}e follqwil}g rock types are met with in this district (in order of
increasing antiquity) —

Recent and Sub-Recent | Alluvium

Laterite
Lower Gondwana Sandstones
Unconformity
Qlllf(i)l'ctﬁ; pegmatite and breceiu veins, gneissic
nod! O(Tmiect‘l(_)n gneiss  augen, streaky
Archacan POTPhyritic  gneisses); Leptynitic

neisses : iti i
g ses; Granulitic rocks (including hybrid

varieti :
Ofrtlﬁgel’zl{gsg?mmg charnockites); Rocks
erous o ld'l ite scries (including garneti-
gneisses gg?l?nlétt{% S manite-schists and
3¢S, ifero Artzite
cale-silicate rocks). U8 Quartzites  and

(Pre-Cambrian)

A

g » Tepresented

! ¢ : ‘estern
¢ widespread ip the district. The
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next younger series of rocks, in this are:, consisting of garnetiferous
gneisses are thought to be the products of hybridism between the Calc
silicate rocks and aplitic solutions. The concluding phases of the
Archaean in the Mahanadi tracts have been marked by a large-scale
intrusion of a very coarse-grained, often porphyritic granite with the
accompanying pegmatite facies. Large-scale felspathisation of the
older rocks, particularly the granulitic rocks and the leptynitic gneisses
resulted in a variety of injection gneisses.

The next younger formations in this area consist of certain fresh
water sediments perhaps of lower Gondwana (Talchir stage) age
and are exposed as islolated sandstone patches in the Tel valley.

The youngest geological formations of the area are lateritc an
alluvium, the former occurring extensively as surface capping on the
plains as well as on the 3,000 foot high Gandhamardan plateau.

11, Mineral Resources

A great variety of ores and minerals occur in this district. Of
these, the important ones are Graphite, Galena (lead ore), Manganese
ore and Bauxite.

Gra phite

Graphite occurs mostly in the form of disseminations, thin bands
and pockets in the highly siliceous gneissic rocks in several locations in
this district. Some of the important occurrences are listed below:—-

Balongir Subdivision :

. Barghati

. Bankiamunda
Gambharimal
Jamujhari
Lakhanpur

. Dudukamal
Uchhabpali
Harbhanga
Dameipali
10. Phatamunda
11. Sikachhida

N N

Patnagarh Subdivision :
12. Dhaurakhaman
13. Beheramunda
14. Telenpali
15. Chormunda
16. Pandesara
114 B. of R.—3]
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17. Bhaludungii

18. Brahmani

19. Bender Reserve Forest
20. Landapathar

21. Bahabal

22, Bakbahal

23. Raju Reserve Forest
24, Malikmunda

25. Tengrapathar

26. Oriyapali

Titilagarh Subdivision

27. Dharpagad

28. Phapsi

29. Malisira

30. Tentulikhunti

31. Chandutara

32. Tikri Reserve Forest

33. Barnei Reserve Forest
34. Ghusuramunda

35. Kiribanji Reserve Forest

These graphites are mostly of flaky amorphous variety and cont:in
about 30—35 per cent carbon, on an average,

Lead Ore: (Galena)

Lead mineralisation is noted in a set of quartz veins and birecgy
reefs near Dungripali, Badipara, etc. cast of Saintala and near Limpara
The Galena (lead sulphide) is of pure crystalline variety and contains

traces of silver and zinc. Copper mineralisation is also reported from
these veins.

Manganese Ore:

The Manganese deposits of this district occur inthe highly w.
rocks of the “Khondalite” series. Manganese ore also &occur n asso-
ciation with laterites, in several places. Sonie of the important occurfén
ces are at (i) Gadshankar, (i) Champasar, (if) Bharatbahal (i)
B.abja, » Bhaludungri(vi)Badipali,(vii) Barjhula, (vii) Salebali-J‘hum'
kimal Reserve Forest, (%) Gerdi, () Kumiapali (x7) Tikrapara, (y;j
Charmunda (xi7) Lohadungri, (xiv) Dungripali in Balaneir lel;cii;'i-

sion, (x¥v) Kapilbahal, (¥vi) Tamian, (¥vif) Dandh ani, (xvii; .
jharan (¥ix) Thelkochapar. pam, (i) Dumeri

eathered

Manganese content in the ore is usuall
per cent. Besides, the ores are high in ir
ore mineral is mostly psilomelane,

y low, being around 30-—-35
on and phosphorous. The
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Bauxite:

Extensive deposits of bauxite, the principal ore of aluminium,
have been found in the Gandhamardan plateau, on the border of
Sambalpur-Balangir districts by the State Directorate of Mines.
Bauxite occurs in the form of lenses, pockets and thin blankets under
a capping of laterite. A total quantity of about a million tonnes of
bauxite containing over 44 per cent aluminium oxide, has been proved
in this plateau. ‘

Besides, abundant quantity of aluminous laterites occur in this
area.
Mica:

It is found to occur in the pegmatite veins intruding garnetiferous
gneiss and quartz-schists, near Salebhata, Kulasingha, Ambabhali,
Rabanguda, Kuabanus, Siletpara.

Steatite:

Both massive and laminated varieties of grey steatite occur at
Jibandadar in chlorite and Talc schists. The material is locally used
for making utensils and is found to be suitable for making refractory
tiles and bricks.

Other mineral occurrences include Rock crystal at Bahanpadar
and Kadlipali and Garnet near Birmaharajpur and Binka. Clay occurre-
nces are scen at the railway cuttings at several places.

12. Flora
Botanical divisions of the district and the nature of vegetation found in it with-
special reference to rare types of flora.

The flora of Balangir district consists of many families, which are
common in tropical climate. There is good vegetat ve growth through,
out wherever conditions are favourable.

As one enters the disrict, he notices good avenues ol trees
alongside the road, mostly of tamarind, Karanj and Chakunda
(Cassia siamea), etc. :

On the opzn country mango groves are numerous. Tul (Borassus
fiabelllifer) and Khajuri (Phoenix sylvestris) are scen topping the canopy.
On the fields Mahua (Bassia latifolia), Babul (Acacia arabica) and other
miscellaneous species such as Harida (T. Chebula), Bahara (T. belerica)
are found. Besides, at the outskirts of the village the following spccies
are commonly found:

Tamarind (Tamarindus indica)
Jamun (Eugenia jambolana)
Bel (Aegle marmelos)
Borokoli (Zizyphus jujuba )
Maya (Psidium guava)
Badhal (Anona squamosa)
Bara (F. bengalensis)
Aswatha (F. religiosa)
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Amongst the flowering species the -following are corr}tr}on}i{ }Illo]t(t:;:fl.

Sunari (Cassia fistuld)—The Indian Laburnum tree w ¢
pendular recemies of yellow flowers. ' ‘ -

Chakunda (Cassia siamea)—With panicles of yellow recome

Palasa (Butea frondosa)—Remarkable for it‘s brilliam scurlg oj '“"‘ill”l%'k:
flowers in summer on the leafless tree. Tt is sometimes called He
Flame of the Forest”.

Siris (Albizzia lebbek)—Remarkable for its green canops an the
top of which are greenish yellow flowers, conspicuous and beautiful "o
look at.

Kanchan (Bauhinia variegata)—Which has large blossoms ol four
white or pink petals and one petal pink or variegated.

Kantapalasa (Cochlospermum gossypium)-~Conspicuous tor iis Liryge
yeilow flower growing on dry hill slopes.  [ts gum is used for oo
[t is callud the torch tree which s carried by post-uien. runners ol
others during their night marches through the forest.

Krushna Chuda (Poinciana regia)—-A lovely avenuce trec w il e

brilliantly red petals in summer.

Amongst

this district.

flowsring

sheubs  Dharuli (Woodfordia — floribunda,
Sefalli or Harasingar (Nvctanthes arboriristis), Kurai (Holarrhiena antidy-
sentrica), Madhabilata (Hiptagemadablata) and others arc notahle 1

The following are the flora of economic importance :

Vernacular Name

Botanical Name

Sal Shorea robusta

Teak Teatona grandis
Gambhari Gmelina arboreg
Sisoo Dalbergia latifolia
Baha(a Terminalia  belerica
Sahaj Tcrminalia tomentosa
Rohgn Soymida Jebrifuga
Harida Terminalia chebula
Anla Phyllanthus embilica offisinalis
Bhorum Chloroyxion swietenia
Kusum Schleisoera trijugq
St_mul _ Bombax malabaricum
Gz'rungzla Sterculia ureng

Rnhg Randia Sp.

Khair ) Acacia catechu
Mur_murzq Helicteris isorq

Siali Bauhinia vahlii

Sunari Cassia fistula

Kendu ;
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Besides, there are some stem parasites which cause great damage
to the crop, out of which Loranthus is well-known.

The district has a good source of fodder grasscs waich would
make good hay. The following are some of the important giasses that
are commonly found :

Dub grass (Cynodon) dactylon
Musial (Iseilema wightii)
Sukla (Pollinia argentea)
Panasi (Pollinia eripoda)
Kaila (Andropogon annulatus)
Kasa (Sachharum spontaneum )
Khas (Andropogon squarrosus)
Tikhari (Andropogon variety)

Bamboos are abundant in some blocks of the forest. Sabaigrass
{ Euliolopsis binata) is found in abundance and is used for rope making
ard is sent out for the paper industry.

There are varieties of creepers of different genus. Among the
introducecd varieties in gardens, the following are common.

Bougainvillea spectabilis or Kagajaphula
Peltophorum ferrugineum or Bada chakunda
Poinciana regia or Krushna Ch ida
Dalbergia lanceolaria or Sujanipati
Polyalthia longifolia or Debadar

Passiflora quadrangularis or Radhatamal and innumerable
Compositac andMalvaceae.

13. Forest

The forests of the district are of xerophilous nature duc to several
factors, chief amongst which are a poorly distributed rainfall, geological
formation which is very resistant to weathering, the soil being shallow,
sandy and dry, intensive shifting cultivation in the past and recurring
forest fires. The combined effect ofall these factorshas been the depletion
of the forests which most likely contained more of Sa/in the former times.
It has also resulted in production of bamboo climax type of forest, and
in some places a savannah type of forest. The area of reserved forest
is 453-32 square miles and of the protected forest 25772 squarc miles,
the total being 20-80 per cent of the geographical area of the district.

The forests can be classified under five heads accordingto vegetation :
(1) Sal Forests
(2) Low Mixed Forests
(3) Alluvial Mixed Forest
(4) Teak Forest
(5) Bamboo Forests
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