i CHAPTER [
GENERAL
L. Introducing the District

Sambalpur saw the dawn of civilisation. Long belore the intro-

duction ol any regular script in India, ancient man has left at Vikramkho!
on the wall of a cave pictograph writing still undeciphered.
L After a long gap of many thousand vears, Sambalpur then calle !
Sambhal, again led the world by founding Vajrayan Buddhism pro-
4 pounded by its king Indrabhuti in the 8th century A. D, He was one
of the 84 traditional Siddhas ot Tudial.

This district was long under Gond and Binjhal chiefs before histori-
; cal dynasties like Gangas, Kadambas and Chauhans appeared and
became masters of different regions. The Chauhans, a branch of the
Patna house, were the most powerful and ruled over a cluster of 18
States in western Orissa and the eastern parts of Madhya Pradesh.
The Chauhan rule crumbled by the onslaught of British imperialisni,
Surendra Sai, a scion of the dynasty, led the people of the district against
the British at the time of the famous Indian Mutiny of 1857 and conti-
nued the struggle long atter the Mutiny had collapsed in the rest of India.

The district has thick and inaccessible forests and a Luree variety of
wild life from elephants to rabbits. One of its waterfalls, though sung
by poets and princesses, has, for over half a century, been put to the
prosaic use of generating hydroelectric Power.

The cultivated plains yield numerous varicties ol paddy some  of
which are the fiuest in India. Irrigation provided by the Hirakud canals
i1 Sumbalpur and Bargarh subdivisions had caused a ‘‘green revolu-
tin”,  Land which was dusty brown previously now looks flush green
even in April. Sambalpur had the tradition of producing dignond
which was being extracted from the sands of the Mahanadi at
Hirakud—which means the diamond island.

The district is noted for “tie and dye” weaving in cotton and tassar
silk bringing out most artistic designs from the loom almost like magic
with the help of formulae which have passed down from father to son
for generations. The people have evolved their own romantic diglect
Known as Sambalpuri Oriya which is prevalent in all the districts of
westerne Qrissa.

1. For a discussion of this claim see chapter 11
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Achievement of the district in moderu times is the Hiakud  Dam
across the Mahanadi, having a water spread of 777 squure kilometres

and having 21 kilometres of carthen dyke, the lonwest in the world.

People living in 3,736 villages are simple. law-abiding and God-
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fearing. They are hospitable and artistic.  Their songs are poctic did

full of pathos. Having lived with nature for centurics, their cultur:
has merged in nature.

2. Origin of the name of the district

The district of Sambalpur has been named after the headquaters
town Sambalpur. According to O Malley, the town itsell derives  its
name from the presiding goddess Samalai whosc image  was found by
Balaram Dev, the first Chauhan Raja of Sambalpur, beneath @ Simuj
(silk-cotton) tree. Regarding the origin of the name ol Sambalpur
town, O’ Malley narrates the follwing episode;

“One day while hunting, he (Balaram Dev) crossed the river, unil
set his hounds at a hare, only to find after a long chasc that they had
been repulsed by it. Struck by this extraordinary exhibition of courage
by the most timid of animals, he concluded that there must be some
supernatural virtue in the land. He, therefore, determined to muke
his capital there, and having built a town, installed in it the tutclary
goddess of his family. The place where her image was sct up was an
tsland (Kud) on which stood a silk-cotton tree, and hence was called
Semal-kud, while the goddess was given the name of Samalai. Local
tradition asserts that the place where the Raju’s dogs were repulsed
by the hare is a spot, known as Badiraj, in front of the old city police-
station near the Balibandha tank, and that the old town founded by
Balaram Deva was between the city police-station and  Samalai Devi’s
temple.” *

The town of Sambalpur is known to be much older than the time
of Balaram Dev who became the ruler of Sambalpur kingdom about the
middle of the 16th century A. D. The Greek Geographer Ptolemy (middle
of the 2nd Century A. D.) in his book Geographike refers to a town
named Sambalaka situated on the bank of the Manada. Sambalaka
and Manada may perhaps be indentified with modern Sambalpur and
the river Mahanadi, respectively. In medieval Tibetan literature, we
find description of the territory of Sambhal in Uddiyana. We gather

1. L.S.S. ¢’ Malley, Bengal Dislrict  Gazettcers Sambalp 4

: . . H 260, - BT r G P17
Identical stories prevail about origins of other places like (‘ut%a‘él\ (;gdg)Rar'iP;ldI;
where cgrels take the place of the hare and hawks take the place of hounds L
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from the Bstanhigyur Catalogue that Indrabhuti, the propounder of
Vajrayana Buddhism, was the Raja of Sambhal in Uddiyana. This
Sambhal is probably no other than modern Sambalpurt. The suflix
‘pur’ was later added to the original name Sambhal when the territory
came under the rule of the Chauhans. The French traveller Tavernier,
writing about the middle of the 17th century A. D., referred to “Sumel-
pur” as a region rich in diamonds obtained from the most ancient mincs.
The historian Edward Gibbon (1737—1794) in his “ Decline and Fall
of Roman Empire” states that Rome was being supplied with diu-
monds from the mines of “Sumelpur” in Bengal. “Sumelpur” in Bengal
is no other than the present Sambalpur of Orissa. The presiding goddess
Samalai is probably named after the terrirtory of Sambhal.

3. Location, general boundaries, total arca and population of the district
The district of Sambalpur lies between 20°43’N and 22°[1I’'N
Intitudes and 82°39'E and 85°13'E longitudes.

It is one of the western-most districts of the State of Orissa wiwd
1s roughly triangular in shape. It is bounded on the north by the district
of Sundargarh and on the east by the district of Dhenkanal, on the south
lies the district of Balangir and on the west the district of Kalahandi
while along its north-western and western boundaries lie the districts
ol Raigarh and Raipur of Madhya Pradesh.

The district has an arca of 6,764*6 square miles or 17,520'3 Sq. Km.
(6,763 squarc miles according to Surveyor-Generai of  India).
According to the Census of 1961, the district had a population of
1,508,686 out of which 756,163 were males and 752,523  [cmalcs.
In order of size and population it holds the second and the fourth places,
respectively among all the districts of Orissa.

4. History of the district as an administrative unit and the changes in its
component parts.

In this regard, we get the following account from King’s* Guzeticer:
“Few districts have been affected by so many administrative chauges as
Sambalpur. After the cession by the Marathas in 1817, though the
direct rule rested with the Raja, a general power of countrol was reserved
for the British authorities, and soon after the accession of the last Raja
(1833) the State was placed under the Agent of the Governor-General
for the South-West Frontier. This Agency, it may be explained, was
called into existence by Regulation XIIT of 1833 after the supression of
the Kolh Rebellion of 1831-32, and at first comprised the greater part of

1. This view is controverted by R. M. Nath, N. N. Das Gupta and Prof.
M. Levy who locate itin Assam, Bengal and Wat valley of Kabulon the north-west of
India vide M. Winter nitz, History of Indian literature Vol. 1L, p. 400, Journal of
Assam Research Society, Vol. VL Nos. 1 and 2, 1937, pp. 14-57, Indian Historical
Quarterly Vol. XLip. 142 f and Journa] Asiatique 1913, p. 105 .

» Sambalpur District Gaztteer (1932)—By F. C, King.
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hug subsequenth Sambualpur

what is now the Chotanazpur Division, ‘
ot D 18490 Sambalpur came

with other Tributary Srates. was added t
under the direct rule of the British.”
was under e rule ot the € haue

The Kingdom of Sambalpur which 4
hen the Lst Ragae

han Kings lapsed to the East tnelia Company in 1849w e
Narayan Singh died without any issue. 1Tt wis then administered ‘hy
the Principal Assistant of the Agent for the South-West |1‘A\)1111Cl', [N
latter having his headquarters at Ranchi.  The desigitution ol li‘ac .\gc:‘lt
changed in 1854 1o Commissioner of Chotanagpur aned that ot .]Ha Pring-
pal Assistant Lo Senior Assistunt Commissioner. T 1200, .\;m.ﬂ\xlp.;_y
was transferred o Orissi Division of Bengal but vi the Joth April 862
it was made over to the newly constituterd Contead Provinees. In October
1905, the bulk of the district was retransferred o the Provinee of Bengal
and was made a part of Orissa  Divsion. On the st April 19120 the
Province of Bihar and Orissa was separately constiiuted. Orissit was
made a separate Province on the Ist April 1936 when the Zuamindar:
Khariar, which was in the Raipur district of Central Proy Iees. was brotu-
ght to Orissa and made a part of the district of Sumbalpur. It consti-
wuterld a new  subdivision of the district, named, Nawapara subrlivision.
In that chain of readjustment of areas 61 villages (34 villages of Padampur
Taluk and 7 Khalsa villages ) with a population of 23,773 which were in
Raigarh district of the Central Provinces were transferred to Sambulpur
and included in the Sambalpur subdivision ol the district. The tota]
area of these villages was 5,099-14 ucres and the police-station  oi
Padampur which had jurisdiction over the villuges  was  renamel as
Mahadceopali police-station. After the construction of Hirahul Dum
submerging many of the villages, a new police-station was started at
Rengali (not  Railway  station  Rengali) and  the police-station at
Mahadeopali  was abolished.  After merger of the  States on the
1st January 1948 Bamra was amalgamated in the district  of
Sambalpur, being divided into two subdivision-, namely, Deogarh
and Kuchinda; and another ex-State Rairakhol which was o subdivi-
sion in Dhenkanal after merger was transferred to  Sumbalpur on 26th
October 1949,  On the Ist November, 1949, Sambalpur lost Nuwapara
subdivision to the district of Kaluhandi. A new subdivision, called
Padampur subdivision, was formed on the Ist July 1969 taking out the
areas of 7 police-stations from Bargarh subdivision.

Y

Subdivisions and police-stations

The district is divided into six subdivisions, naniely, Sambalpur,
Bargarh, Rairakhol, Kuchinda, Padampur, and Deogarh.  Sambalpur
and Bargarh arc the two old subdivisions of the district and are roughly
separated by the Mahanadi river, although a few villuges of’ Sumbulpur
subdivision lie on the west of the river.
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The subdivision of Sambalpur has an arca of 4382-3 square Km
andd its population, according to the Census of 1961, was 510,077 out o
which 239,200 were males and 250,871 females.  Out of the total popu-
lation of the subdivision 416,916 persons live in villages numbering 738.
There are five towns in the subdivision, namely, Sambalpur, Hirakud,
Burla, Jharsuguda, and Brajarajnagar with a total population of 93,161.

The Bargarh subdivision has an area of 26891 square Km, and
a total population of 356,350 and the headquarters Baragarh is the only
town of the subdivision having a population of 15,375,

The subdivision of Deogarh has an area of 27039 square
Km. with a population of 120,213 out of which 60,043 are
males and 60,170 females. There are 620 villages with 113,374 persons,
while Deogarh is the only town of the subdivision with a population
of 6,839.

The subdivision of Kuchinda has an area of 2445 square Kim. and
it has a population of132,726 out of which 66,186 are males and 66,540
females. There is no township in the subdivision. The entire popu-
lation inhabits 520 villages.

The Padampur subdivision has an area of 3142'5 square Km, and
a population of 336,772 of which 167,150 are males and 169,622
are females.

The subdivision of Rairakhol has an area of 2157'5 square Km, having
a population of 52,548 out of which 26,324 are males and 26,224 females.
There is no town in the subdivision. The people live in 399 villages.

The following table shows the subdivision-wise police-stations of
the district with area and population according to 1961 Census:

Name of the Name of the Area Popu-
subdivision police-station ——A—— lation in

Sq.Km. Sq. mile 1961

(N (2 (3 @ ®

. Sambalpur,(A. 1,692 1. Brajarajnagar .. 2074 831 43,783
square miles 2. Burla 194-5 751 32,546
(43823 Sq. Km.) 3. Dhama 3522 1360 39,338
P. 510,077 4. Hirakud .. 974 376 43,783
5. Jharsuguda .. 2406 929 12,264

6. Jujomura .. 439 2100 32,546

7. Katarbaga .. 5698 2200 27,497

8. Laikera .. 7071 2730 26,133

9. Lakhanpur .. 642°1 2479 39,338

0. Rengali ..o 3421 1321 33,677

11. Sambalpur .. 1588 61-3 54,651

12. Sason .. 3186 1230 66,381

I Squre mile=2-59 Square Kilometres.
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1, Deogarh, A.

Nawme of the
subdivision

ey

Bargarh (A, 1,038°3
Sq. miles (26891
Sq- Km.) P. 356,350

1,044
Sq. miles (27039
Sg. Km.) P 120213

. Kuchinda, A. 944
Sq. miles (2445 Sq.
Km)P. 132,726

. Rairakhol, A. 833
Sq. miles (21575
Sq. Km.) P. 52,548

6.Padampur,
A.1,213:3 Sq.
miles (31425 Sq.

Km.) P. 336,772

—

Name of the Are
police-station = =~ - -
Sy. Krni Sq.wile
(2) (3) h
1. Ambabhona L3796 2238
2. Attabira G136 2369
3. Bargarh N S
4, Barpali Co 282581092
5. Bhath RURE Y 115 B I S
6. Bheran (Bheden).. 3740 -4
1. Barakot L7511 2000
2. Deogarh §38:0 3120
3. Naiku! Glod 2380
4, Riamal (Portion- 53284 2040
Iying in Deogurh
Subdlivision)
1. Gobindpur . 3730 1440
2. Jamunkira 7563 202:0
Jamankira)
3. Kuchinda . 6320 2440
4, Mahulpali 6060 234-0
5. Riamal  (portion- 777 30:0
lying in
Kuchinda Sub-
division)
[. Charmal e 4817 1860
2. Naktideut 8910 344-0
3. Rairakhol 784*8 3030
1. Bijepur 3258 1258
2. Gaisilat 31344 1210
3. Jagdalpur 6605 2550
4. Melchhamunda 3090 1193
5. Padampur 5273 2036
6. Pajkmal 5794 223-7
7. Sohela 427.1 1649

SOURCE: 1961 Census

Popu-
ottt in
1961

37.318
63.982
82,594
(2,043
82,7649

R
St

31970
34,676
20950
260,617

28.900
25884

39.633
35,888
2421

12,847
20,428
19.273

57.544
39,085
49,814
36,969
55,849
40,004
57,507
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5, Topography

(/) Natural Division

The district consists of a wide expanse of fairly open country fringed
by forest-clad hills as well as a series of low hill ranges of extremely
irregular shape. Sambalpur and Bargarh (including Padampur) Sub-
divisions together broadly speaking form an undulating upland varying
in elevation from 479 feet (146m.) to 750 feet (228:60m.) above
sea-leve] excluding hills and table lands, the general slope of which
isfrom north to south, but itis much broken up by rugged ranges
of hills, and is traversed in all directions by drainage channels mostly
Icading from the hill ranges to the Mahanadi and its tributaries. Isolated
hills rising abruptly from the plains and hill ranges are also common
and a considerable area consists of ground cut up by ravines or broad
sandy ridges.

The district may be divided into five natural divisions (1) Bargarh
plain, (2) Borasambar, (3) Ambabhona and Lakhanpur, (4) Sambalpur
subdivision, and (5) the hilly regions of Rairakhol, Deogarh, and
Kuchinda subdivisions.

The Bargarh plain itself is divided into 3 natural divisions. The
greater portion is an open plain of considerable fertility drained by the
Danta and the Jira, the two tributaries of the Mahanadi. To the north
of this plain runs the Barapahar range of hills and to the south-west lie
the valley of river Ong (Ang). The Bargarh plain is not a flat alluvial
tract but an expanse of undulating country sloping down from the
Barapahar hills in the north, to the Mahanadi valley in the east. It
contains a good portion of the cultivated land of the district and its une
dulating character affords excellent scope for irrigation reservoirs. The
soil is a mixture of sand and gravel as well as of clay. Ttisa good light
rice soil and unlike the more fertile black cotton soil it grows few weeds
and does not harbour dangerous insect pests. This tract is nowhere bare
of vegetation and the villages are found embowered with mango groves.

The Borasambar tract lies to the south-west of the Bargarh plain.
It is bounded by high hills on the north and south and the intervening
plain is drained by river Ong (Ang), the valley of which particularly in
the eastern portion is best suited to agriculture. Tts soil contains some
river silt and is enriched by hill drainage.

The Ambabhona and Lakhanpur area is cut off from the rest of
Bargarh subdivision by a long spur of the Barapahar hills running south-
west for a distance of nearly 48 km. This hill forms a barrier to
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communication with the rest of the subdivision. Only one motorable
road, the Bargarh-Bhatli-Ambabhona Road crosses the il range-.
In February 1967, a metre gauge railway line from Buargarh to the lime-
stone quarry at Dungri has been opened which also crosses the ranges.
Ambabhona is a fairly level tract sloping down from the hills to 1hve
Mahanadi and is under close cultivation. Lakhanpur is a wille valley
surrounded by forest-clad hills and is also closely cultivated.

The Sambalpur subdivision does not contain any large plain like
that of the Bargarh subdivision. The chief areas of cultivation lic along
the banks of the Mahanadi, in the valley of the Ib river, in the wvalleys
and glens of Garh-Loising and Jujomura cx-Zamindaris and in the flat
but well wooded country to the east of Sambalpur-Jharsuguda  Rowl.
The Hirakud Dam has changed the face of this part of the district, as
some of the most fertile tracts of this subdivision have been submerged
and permanently lost to cultivation. Green rice fickls have been
converted into a vast expanse of water as far as the eye can reach.

Rairakhol, Deogarh, and Kuchinda subdivisions have no rich and
pronounced plains like Bargarh and Sambalpur. They, however,
contain valleys and plateaus unevenly distributed, which appear like
patches of plain lands. The Rairakhol subdivision contains
series of low hill ranges extending towards the valley of the
Mahanadi.  Although there are high isolated lands, there are no regular
uplands except towards the border of Deogarh subdivision in the north.
The Deogarh subdivision is entirely a hilly tract. There are ranges of
hills with extensive plateau lands and valleys which are suitable for\culli-
vation. The subdivision of Kuchinda can be broadly divided into two
natural divisions, the hilly regions and the plains. The hilly regions lie
to the north, east and south of the subdivision, covering an area :)f‘ about
1036 square Km., while the remaining 1409 square Km. are pliin lands
lying on the west and central part of the subdivision.

6. Hill System

The Barapahar (literally, 12 hills) are the main hill ranges in the
Bargarh subdivision covering an area of over 777 squ.re Km. and
attaining a height of 2,267 feet (691 m.) at the peak of Debrigarh
Debrigarh is one of the few hills of the range offering level groumi an‘d‘
good water-supply .near the summit. Tt is one of the few hill sites in
the district suitable for health resort. The main portion  of xth,
range 'is situated in the north-west of the Bargarh subdivisio;
where it separates Ambabhona and Lakhanpur from the rest of . th
district.  To the east of the Mahanadi. it is continued in a lmli
chain, which gradually decreases in height till it crosses into Sunrl(arf"' 1D
district. The Mahanadi formed a lake in geological times t;\ the n:o‘:'rt]l\
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of this range till it burst through and the lake emptied out. The Hirakud
Dam has reconstructed the barrier and repeated the ancient luke, To
the south-west, an outlying ridge projects for about 48 k. as far as the
Singhora pass, just beyond the border of the district where the
Sambalpur-Raipur Road winds through it.

The second group of hills is the Gandhamardan range running aloag
the southern boundary of the ex-Zamindari of Borasambur, separating
it from the district of Balangir. This hill range rises to 2,000--3,000 feet
(629:60m. 914-40 m.) in height and reaches its highest point (3,234 feet
or 98572 m.) in the peak of Nrusimhanath, one of the picturesque
places in the district. Another range branches ofl to the west of
Nr simhanath running first north-south and then north-east near
Jagdalpur, where itis broken by the Ong(Ang) river. Another range
runs eastward to Tal and then to the north-east forming the boundary
between the district and Raipur district of Madhya Pradesh.

In Sambalpur subdivision, one of the principal ranges is the
Jharghati which crosses the State Highway No. 10 some 22 km.
north of Sambalpur near Rengali railway station. Tts highest point
is 516 metres above the plain. To the south are & succession of
broken ranges running parallel with the Mahanadi having a height
of 476 metres at Mundher and 710 metres at Bodhanpali. There are
other small ranges and isolated hills, scattered over the subdivision.
Among them may be mentioned a range running south-east of Sunari
(a village 32 km. north-west of Sambalpur), the highest point of which
is 472 metres above sea-level, and two hills close to one another about
16 km. north-west of Sambalpur, called the Gotwaki and Guja
hills, with a height of 353 metres and 385 metres respectively.  Another
high hill is that called Maula Bhanja (428 metres) in the range west
of Rengali which is known as the Katarbaga range from the village
of that name to the north. A noticeable featurce of this hill system is
absence of flat topped trap hills which are so comumon to the north
and west.

The hill system of Deogarh subdivision can be grouped mainly under
4 ranges :—

(@) The Khajuria range on the north running from west-east in
Badbar pragana of Deogarh police-station with a maximum height
o 745 metres.

(b) The Pradhanpat and Kaidanta ranges 743 metres and 816 metres
respectively are on the north, just below the Khajuria, leaving a vast
plateau in between running from west-east up to the bank of the river
Brahmani in Batispada pragana of Deogarh police-station.
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(¢) On the eastern side of the river Brahmani runs a range ‘nf hills
callel  Pawri (Poudi) 678 metres in height probably named ;}tlcr !l'rc
Pauli Bhuyans, who live in the Pawri (Paudiy reserved forest in
Barakot police-station.

(d) The Ushakothi range in Kansar and Riamal pnlicc—slul'im‘.s
extending into Kuchinda and Jamunkira (Jamankira)  police-stations
towards the west.  The hill ranges of the subdivisions are thickly woolel
and  their elevation is from 610 metres to 762  metres  abave

sea-level.

In Kuchinda subdivision, there are, mainly, two hill ranges one of
which runs from Bandhabar pragana on the north-west of the subdivision
touching the boundary of Bonai subdivision of Sundargarh district anid
meeting Khajuria and Pravasuni reserved forests. The second range
consisting of Ushakothi and Badarama reserve, starts from the south-
west of the subdivision in Gourpali pragana and mects the Kandh area
of Deogarh subdivision. Besides these two notable ranges, there are
small hills here and there scattered in the plains area of the subdivision.

The Rairakhol subdivision is, on the whole, hilly and hills form
continnous ranges in the west, east, north, as well as in the upper central
part of the subdivision. The northern hill range extends between the
Baudh border and Kisinda valley covering about 259 sq.km, while

the central ranges ot hills extend from Sambalpur to the borders of
Athmallik, and Angul subdivisions of Dhenkanal district. Tmportant
peaks on the west and east ranges are Paria (759 metres), Ghomel (723
metres), Buria Pahar (693 metres), Khajurdiha (625 metres), and in the
north ranges Pali (565 metres), Derajuri (552 = ctres), Sursuri (577 m:tres),
Bhaleswar (598 metres), and Bhalodari (564 metres). The southern part
of the subdivision has extensive plains which are quite fertile.

7. River System

The district forms a part of the central basin of the Mahanadi
which traverses it from the north-west of Sambalpur subdivision
to the south-east of that subdivision for a distance of about 122 km.
The second big river is the Brahmani which flows from north to south
in Deogarh subdivision for a distance of 48 km. in the district. The
other rivers are of minor importance as they are either tributaries
of the Mahanadi or small Nullahs forming internal drainage

hill areas of the district.
4

in the

(/) Mahanadi

Tl.]e. Mahanadi enters the district inthe north-west of Sambalpue
subdivision and flows into the Hirakud reservoir which covers -in
area of 774-41 sq.km. when the storage water stands at 192 inetres. After
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erossing the Hirakud Dam it takes a wide curve and continues due
south flowing into the Sonepur subdivision of Balangir disteict.  Belore
construction of the Hirakud Dam the river contained, in  between
Padampur and Sambalpur, masses of rocks and huge boulders all
over its bed which rendered it very dangerous for navigation. Even
after leaving Sambalpur, its course is interrupted at places by great
rocks which have been described by Sir Charles Grant as “the terror
of boatmen standing up in midstream and realising the exact notion
of Scylla and Charybdis”., At Kansamra, 10 km. below Sambalpur,
there are dangerous rapids. Further down at Huma there is sufficient
shelter among these rocks to harbour large fish which respond to
the call of the priests of the leaning temple and come to the steps
of the bathing-ghat. to be fed by the pilgrims. Nobody is allowed
to catch these fishes. In spite of rocks and rapids, boats can ascend
the river and before construction of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
(now renamed South-Eastern Railway), it was the main outlet for
“the produce of the district which was carried in boats to  Cuttack .
Commodities brought back were salt, cloth, kerosene, dried fish
and ather articles. The through traflic has now been almost entirely
appropriated by the Railway and for lighter goods to a large extent
by road transport. At Sambalpur, a ferry was Dbeing maintained in
monsoon months and a Pontoon bridge during dry season, but a
bridge over Mahanadi at Durgapali was constructed in 1951 as a part
of the Hirakud Dam project. With the construction of the Railway
line connecting Sambalpur with Titlagarh, a railway bridge was
laid over the extension of the piers parallel to the road bridge. From
the Mahanadi bridge one can get a magnificent view of the Hirakud
Dam up the river and of the town of Sambalpur downstream.

The principal tributary of the Mahanadi in this district is the
Ib.which enters Sambalpur form Sundargarh district in the north.
Pursuing a southerly course it forms a borderline between the
police-stations of Brajarajnagar and Jharsuguda and then falls into the
Hirakud reservoir about 26 km, north of Sambalpur. [ts main tributary
is the Bhedan (or Bonam) which flows from Kuchinda subdivision
and joins it near Rampur. Other important tributaries of the
Mahanadi on the east are the Maltijhor, Harad, and Jamli. The Maltijhor
rises near the boundary of Sambalpur and Rairakhol subdivisions and
for same distance passes on the border of Sambalpur and Kuchinda
subdivisions. It then pursues a circuitous course to the west and
south-west till -it falls into the Mahanadi some 624 km. south of
Sambalpur. The Harad flows from north-east and joins the Mahanadi
close to Sambalpur, while the Jamli traverses the southern portion
of Sambalpur subdivision and joins the Mahanadi at Huma.
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Kuchinda subdivision is, broadly speaking, & hinterland ot
the Mahanadi. Tt is drained by four impartant rivers, namely,
Sapai, Bhedan, Kharla and Malti. Out ol these four. mul;w and
Kharla meet together at Lasa 3:22 km. away from Kuchinda ‘
the joint stream ultimately flows into river Ib, the tributary ol the
Mahanadi. Al these rivers, except Malti, flow from cast to west
of the subdivision. The Bhedan rises from the Bonai subdivision
of Sundargarh district and falls into river b after flowing for about
129 km. Its total length in this subdivision is 64 km. The Kharla
has its rise from Bonai border and it meets the Bhedan at Mahaladihr
Out of its total length of 64 km. it flows about 56 km. in this sub-
division. The »alti rises from Rairakhol and falls into the Mahanad;
flowing about 80 km. It flows in this subdivision for about 24 km.
The Sapai has its rise from Sundargarh district and it falls into  the
Ib river after flowing about 56 km, of which about 24 km, arc
in this subdivision. These rivers are not perennial. They dry up in
summer, while during rains they become torrential. They are not
navigable, nor are they harnessed for any big irrigation project.

and

To the west, the principal tributaries of the Mahanadi are lira
and Jhaun which flow through the Bargarh plain and join the river
Mahanadi in the extreme south of the district. The Jira has a main
tributary, the Danta, which joins it a few miles north of its confluence
with the Mahanadi near the village Gandturum in Bheran (Bheden)
police-station. The Jira has been bridged on National Highway
No. 6 at Bargarh by a screw-pile bridge.

The only other river calling for separate mention is the Ong (A ng)
which rises in the Nawapara subdivision of Kalahandi district and
enters Borasambar atits extreme south-west corner. It flows through
it in a wide semi-circle from west to east and leaves the district a few
miles to the cast ol Gaisilat eventually joining the Mahanadi in the
Sonepur subdivision of Balangir district.

(if) Brahmani

The second biggest river in the district is the Brahmani which
passes through Deogarh subdivision from north to south dividing
the Barakot Tahsil into almost two ecqual parts., Near the villzlgc
Kulsara in Barakot police-station the river has a small island in jts
bed which is called Badkudar and the local people utilise it for the
purpose of growing post-monsoon crops. The river has been bridge
near Barakot by the National Highway No. 6.

(£iiy Minor rivers

A small Nallah callel Kharla runs cast-west in the valley between
he Khajuria and Pradhanpat hills and enters Kuchinda subdivisiog
where it meets river Ib at Purunapali. The Malti has been bridced
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