CHAPTER 1
GENERAL

Whatever doubt there may have been about the name of the
district according to therecordsof old Central Provinces, it hasalways
Orissa as Kalahandi (black pot). There never was
any controversy about the namé in Orissa. What the name may
have to do with black cotton soil which brings out black pots from
the potters’ wheel that are predominant in the markets of the district

and neighbourhood can only be speculative.

been known in

~ Till a few years ago Kalahandi had the reputation of being the
home of man-eating tigers which attracted hunters from many parts
of India. The well known Indian hunter Kumudnath Choudhury
lost his life in Kalahandi under the paws of aman-eater. Not only
man-eaters, but the tiger population generally is nearing extinction

in Kalahandi as in most parts of India.

In recent years Kalahandi has added to its area the Zamindari
bdivision and has

of Khariar wbich has become the Nawapara Su
lost to Koraput its Zamindari of Kashipur. Nawapara has been the
bome of teak, but on account of depredation of contractors the teak
forest had nearly been lost. In recent years, however, the Forest
Department of Ouissa have tried re-afforestation of teak in many parts

of the district.

The district has magnificent scenic spots with towering hills and
deep valleys. Standing on the hilltop one cansee very thick valleys
with wild banana catching the eye. The Kandha living in the wild
tract enjoy the babbling brook by the side of which they have built
their huts. They also make their home brewed liquor without which

they cannot live.

Motoring through the district one cannof rmiss the ravages of
Podu or shifting cultivation. It looks asif somebody has shaved
the hill sides of tree growth.

Kalahandi also boasts of pre-historic paintings on the walls of
caves showing that man many thousands of yearsago had an artistic
mind which was striving to find expression while living in forests.
The pre-historic drawing at Gudahandi, and Jogimath near Khariar,

are worth visiting.
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No record is available to show how the name Kalahandi ori-
ginated, It was previously known by the name Karond. According
to Lieutenant Elliot, Deputy Commissioner, Raipur (1856), “This
dependency is known only on the Nagpur side as Kharonde (Karond),
the Oriya name being Kalahandi, and asthere is no place or village
corresponding to the foimer name it would appeai to be a corruption
of the latter, though it has been originally entered in the accounts.’®
In Koraput and Bastar border areas one comes across such names,
with identical Phonetic variations, which corroborate the above
presumption. The village Bakawond in Bastar is called by the
Oriyas as Bakahandi, Bajawand as Bajahandi, Nalpawond as Nal-
phandi and Kumarwond as Kumarhandi. Similarly the village
Sasahandi near Kotpad and Papadahandi are respectively called by
the Bastar people as Sasawond and Papadawond. In the Maratha
records the word Karond occurs invariably, but since 1905 when
this territory formed a part of the Bengal Presidency the name Kala-
handi is commonly ysed.

According to a popular belief, a powerful man of Rajputana
named Kalahambir, came to this part and ruled it for many years.
After his name this country was called Kalahambir which, in course
of time, corrupted into Kalahandi. The name Kalahandi, as stated
ealier, may literally mean ‘black pot’, or it may also mean ‘pot of
arts’. According to the latter interpretation, the name bhas possibly
been derived from ‘Gudahand?’, a hill located close to Koksara police-

station of the district, in the caves of which are painted pre-historic
¥

paintings in red and black colours. These interpretations-concerning
the origin of the name of Kalahandi are, however, conjectural.

Junagarh was the headquarters of Kalahandi until 1849. The
name Kalahandi occurs for the first time in the Dadhibaman Temple
Inscription, Junagarh, (unpublished), which was issued by Maharaja
Juga Shahi Deo from Kalahandi Nagar, his capital, in the Yuga
era, 4819, i.e., 1718. The modern Junagarh was known as Kalahandi
Nagarin those days (vide Chapter IT History). The ex-State of Kala-
handi was perhaps named after its headquarters town Kalahandi
(modern Junagarh). In a later period though the headquarters of the
ex-State was shifted to Bhawanipatna the name of the ex-State remained
unaltered.

The district of Kalahandi occupies the south-western portion of
Orissa and is situated between 19°.3’ N. and 21°. 5’ N. latitudes and
82°.20" E. and 83°.47' E. longitudes. It is bounded on the north

*1. Eliot’s Report on Kalahandi State, the 28th July, 1856, O.H.R.7J,,
Vol. XIV, No. 2,p. 11.
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by the districts of Balangir, Sambalpur, and Raipur (Madhya Pra-
desh); on the south by the district of Koraput, on the west by the
districts of Koraput and Raipur (Madhya Pradesh) and on the east
by the districts of Koraput and Boudh-Khondmals. It extends over
an area! of 11,835 sq. km. and ranks 4th among the districts of
Orissa with regard to size. Its extreme length from north to south
is about 220 km. and itsextreme breadth from eastto west about 140
km. Its shape is fairly compact except for the projection caused
by the Nawapara subdivision on the west in a north-south direction.
The headquarters town, Bhawanipatna, stands almost to the eastern
border and is, thus, far removed from the northern and south-western
parts of the district. It had a population of 1,163, 869 persons (578,
929 males and 584, 940 females) in 1971. In regard to population it
occupies tenth position among the districts.

The district consists of three subdivisions, viz., Kalahandi, Dharam-
garh and Nawapara. The first two subdivisions comprised part of the
ex-State area of Kalahandi which merged with Orissa on the Ist January,
1948. The ex-State after integration together with the ex-States of Patna
and Sonepur formed the district of Kalahandi with headquarters at
Balangir. On 1st November, 1949, Patna and Sonepur ex-State areas
were separated to form the district of Balangirpatna (later Balangir)
and theex-State of Kalahandi,together with the Nawapara subdivision
which formed a part of Sambalpur district since 1st April, 1936, was
reconstituted a separate district (Kalahandi) with headquarters at
Bhawanipatna.

The entire area comprising Kashipur police-station had no direct
communication with the district headquarters which posed admini-
strative problems. To overcome such difficulties the above police-
station was transferred from Kalahandi and tagged to Rayagada sub-
division of Koraput district on 1st August, 1962.

The district is divided into three subdivisions, five Tahsils and
sixteen police-stations. The names of subdivisions, Tahsils with their

1. These represent “Geographical area” figures supplied by the Surveyor General,
India, Figures of urban areas have been supplied by the local bodies. Area figures
for rural areas are derived by subtracting the urban areas from the total area of
the district. The total of the area figures of the subdivisions or Tahsils given here-
after will not tally with the district figures, because the former represent land use
area and are derived from the figures supplied by the local revenue authorities.
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area and population (1971) and the component police-stations are

furnished in the following table.

Subdivisions with Tahsils with area in sq. km. . .
area in sq. km. and and population (1971) Police-stations

population  (1971)

Kalahandi Kalahandi Kalahandi,
A, 52823 A. 25937 Kesinga (portion), Thuamul-
P. 407,753 P. 236,223 Rampur, Lanjigarh (portion),
Kegaon  (portion)
. Lanjigarh Kesinga (portion), Madanpur-
A, 2,688°'6 Rampur, Lanjigarh (portion),
P. 171,530 Narla
Dharamgarh Dharamgarh Dharamgarh,
A, 29151 A. 1361°1 Junagarh (portion),
P. 417,222 P. 201,428 Kegaon  (portion)
Jayapatna Jayapatna,
A. 1,554:00 Koksara,
P, 215,794 Junagarh (portion)
Nawapara Nawapara Nawapara,
A. 3,398.1 A, 21937 Jonk,
P. 338,894 P. 168,577 Komna
Khariar Khariar,
A, 1,204:4 Sinapalli
P. 170,317

Until 31st December, 1973 Nawapara subdivision had only one
Tahsil, Nawapara. The subdivision was divided into two Tahsils,
namely, Nawapara and Khariar with effect from 1st January, 1974
under Revenue Department notification No. 59185-11J-55/73-R.,
dated the 11th September, 1973 partially modified in No. 74819-R.,

dated the 19th November, 1973.

According to the norms of 1971 Census there existed five towns
in the district. The area, population and classification of these towns

are fuinished in the table below :

Name of Town Areain sq. km. Population Classification
Bh;vlvg:;?atgé le(gI:c;%%mIg' gflgftl:rtéa) 14:37 23,264 Municipality
Kesinga 14:50 8,536 N.A.C.
Junagarh 1554 7,876 N.A.C.
Khariar Road 114 9,226 N.A.C.
Khariar 2383 7,651 N.A.C.
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Bhawanipatna, the headquarters town of the district, is named
after the presiding deity Bhawanisankar Mahadev. In the topogra-
phical map of 1843 Bhawanipatna was known as Bhandeswar and the
presiding deity was Bhandeswar Mahadev, besides Manikeswari.
In 1849 Maharaja Fatenarayan Deo shifted his headquarters from
Junagarh (old fort) to Bhawanipatna and enshrined Bhawanisankar
Mahadev and changed the name from Bhandeswar to Bhawanipatna.

The district may be broadly divided into two distinct natural
divisions, the hill tracts and the plain country. The former chiefly
comprises the ranges of hills which run from the north-east to the south-
west of the district and the western portion of the Nawapara sub-
division, and the latter constitutes the river valleys of the Tel and its
tributaries, and the Jonk.

About eight kilometres south-east of Bhawanipatna, commences
the mountain tracts called the Dongarla which cover a vast area of about
3,665 sq. km. on the eastern side of the district and extends southwards
to the Koraput border. These tracts rise in a series of precipitous
hill ranges from the plains. The path by which the ascent on Karlapat
side is made is quite impracticable even for sagars (solid wheeled
carts) and in many parts are inaccessible except by foot. The hill
sides are covered with dense Sal (Shorea robusta) forests, and it is not
until the open wvalleys at the higher elevation are reached that culti-
vationis met with. These valleys are mostly fertile and are
splendidly watered being intersected by perennial streams. Here
and there patches of regular rice cultivation are met with and crops
of wheat; but for the most part, the country is given over to dahi culti-
vation or Jhuming. The hill tracts form a conspicuous landmark in
the scenery and the wild precipitous ranges which mark their border,
stand up from the plains like a vast wall and are visible for many miles,
There are fine open valleys from about 850 to 975 metres above the sea
level; rising from these valleys are great hill ranges running due north
and south, the tops of which are plateau lands covered with long
grass; the larger of these ranges are above 15km. long with a breadth
varying from about half to three kilometres and water is available
closeto their summits. The principal plateau lands are the Karlapat,
Thuamul-Rampur ranges and the Baphlimali hill, a fine plateau on the
district border near Mahulpatna; these in parts reach an elevation
above sea level of 1,220 metres and over. In these hills of the Dongarla
area the splendid stream of the Indravati takesits rise near Thuamul.
It makes its way through the hill range which forms the southern
boundary of Kalahandi. Not far from the place where the Indravati
flows south through this barrier the Hatti river riseson the northern

TOPOGRAPHY
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slopes and dows due north in exactly the opposite direction. The
report of Licutenant C. Elliot, Deputy Commissioner of Raipur,
contains the following description of the country (quoted with correct-
ions):

“The country is high, lying near the foot of the main line of the
Eastern Ghats and partaking of the watersheds, both of the Mahanadi
and the Incravati, which last, with several tributaries and sub-tribu.
taries of the first, rise within its limits; it is well supplied with water,
and in some parts (as Thuamul, Kashipur, Karlapat and Lanjigarh,
efc.) the soil is enabled to yield two crops of rice within the year. The
hills are chiefly plutonic and independently of two or three considera-
ble ranges, detached hills of greater or less size are interspersed
throughout the State’’.

The mountainous tract extending almost to the entire western
part of Nawapara subdivision from north to south contains a broad
plateau varying from 610 to 915 metres in height cut off from the plains
below by a range of precipitous hills. ““This plateau contains remains
of fortifications and was probably the last stronghold of the Bhunjias.
The sites of ~1d and forsaken villages, where herds of bison nowroam
undisturbed, show that here at one time there was considerable cylti-
vation, but only two villages now remain.”%

The river Tel which runs through the districtin a north-east
direction intervenes the two natural mountainous divisions. It
receives a number of tributaries, both large and small, whose valleys
constitute the plain fertile regions. The valley of the Utei comprising
a large portion of the Madanpur-Rampur and Narla police-station
areas commences south of the river Tel and stretches away from about
65 km. interspersed by stray hills and isolated peaks. The country
is mostly undulating, the general elevation of the tract being over 180
metres above the sea level. This plain country extends south-west
and then wastwards, south-west into the Sadar police-station area
and westwards into the Titilagarh subdivision of the Balangir district.
The general feature of the country greatly resembles the plain tracts
of Madanpur and Narla police-station areas. From the Titilagarh
subdivision, it stretches further west and then mnorthwards into
Nawapara sabdivision, here sandwitched between a massive hill
range to the west and the Komna range to the east. The fertile tract
is the contribution of the two tributaries of the Tel, Sundar and
Udanti. The Telin its upper reaches creates the extensive fertile

* Central Provinces District Gazatteer, Raipur District, P. 208
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tracts of the Dharamgarh subdivision which stretches south beyond
Jayapatna police-station and running northwards meets the plains of
Nawapara subdivision across the Deobhog police-station area of
Madhya Pradesh. In betweenthe plain countriesin the Dharamgarh
subdivision and that in the Sadar and Nawapara subdivisions there
occurs larger mountain blocks, some continuousand otlers scattered
and broken intermittently by narrow valleys. The valley in
Dharamgarh having an elevation of above 240 metres is lers undulating
in character and except for a very few isolated hillocks, the country is an
extensive plain. Tt is flanked on the west by a continucus hill range
marking the district boundary which separates it fromthe Nowrangpur
plateau. From this plateau, situated at an average elevation of 610
metres, one has to descend down more than 305 metres through Ampani
Ghat to reach the Dharamgarh valley.

The Supder-Udanti valley of Nawapara subdivision is separated
from the Jonk valley lying higher north at Kurampuri by a narrow
hill range. The latter valley is less fertile and is of poorer soil.

The Nawapara plain—The Nawapara plains are dreined by the
rivers Jonk and Masankuda, mainly by the former rive:. This tract
has been considerably deforested excepting the portions lving between
Saipalla and Lakhna stretching up to the Nawapara Road Railway
Station. But the wvillagers have, according to their convenience,
cut down the forests here and there for their cultivation. The only
forest worthy of mention within this region is betweer. the wvillages
Gidhnipani and Maraguda, where extends the forest called Kalami-
Dadar,a very wild and almost inaccessible tract.

The Sonabeda plateau—The Sonabeda or Gauragarh plateau
extends over a considerable portion of the Nawapara subdivision
measuring about, 780 to 1,035 sq. km. This plateau varics in height
between 610 m. and 915 m. and both the rivers Udanti and Sundar
have their source on it. About half a dozen of villages :ie scattered
over it. To the east the sides of the plateau are very precipitous, but
to the west the slopes are easier. At places it rises to a height about
915 m. The plateau, accordingto Mr.Hewitt, offers an iceal site fora
sanatorium. The scenery is very fine and the climate rauch cooler
than it isinthe plains below. But it is mostly covered with jungles.
One may have access to it from the Komna side through two risky
passes, viz., Gaighati and Maharchuan, of which the latter is easier.
Within this range of hills is situated the famous hil-fortress of
Manikgarh which is accessible from the wvillage Maraguda in the
Nawapara police-station area. Itisabout 80 km. long from mnorthto
south and about 25 km. broad on the average. The country to the west

Plateaus and
plains
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of the plateau extending beyond Nawapara right up to Fingeswar in
Madhya Pradesh consists of massive granites, often forming elevated
ground. To the west of the plateau occur the peaks, Deo-Dangri (929m.)
and Darpani (887 m.). The name Gauragarh is not improbably derived
from Gauras or cowherds meaning the fort of cowherds.

The Udanti Sunder Valley—The most fertile area of the Nawapara
subdivision is the Udanti-Sunder valley which forms really its granary.
Particularly the land intervening the rivers Sunder and Udanti from the
village Nehena, is a black-cotton tract. The most precious teak wood
forests lie within this area though at presentitisina very impoverished
condition due to ruthless exploitation.

Valleys of the Tel and Utei—The plain country of Sadar and
Dharamgarh subdivision is undulating and for the most part closely
cultivated. The general elevation of this tract is 275 metres above the
sca level. Tt is intersected here and there by hill ranges and isolated
peaks, but contains a large area of cultivated lands. It is occupied
largely by the Kultas who are clever and capable agriculturists. A few
embankments and tanks are no uncommon features. A certain number
of Kandhas are also to be met with; these people have left their hill
fastnesses and settled down to plough cultivation. The plain area
stretches away from theriver Tel to the south for about 65 km.
and in the east it includes large portion of the Rampur-Madanpur police-
station. From Bhawanipatna, the headquarters of the district, the
plain country sweeps round on the west through Junagarh and runs
southward to the Jeypore border, forming a regular valley between
the uplands of the dongarla and the high hills of Koraput and Nawa-
para subdivision.

The principal hill ranges belong to the Eastern Ghats. It covers
almost the entire eastern and southern parts of the district. Conti-
nuous in the north with the hill ranges in the Baliguda subdivision,
it stretches but for interception by the valleys of the Nagavaliand the
Vansadhara, into the mountainous tracts of Rayagada subdivision of
the Koraput district. These ranges are named at different points
differently after the village near their base. The main peaks in these
ranges are Tangri dongar (1,229 m.), Kattighara (953 m.) and Kar-
lapat (1,213 m.). The hill ranges of the Nawapara subdivision
belong partly to Chhota Nagpur mountain system and partly to
Fastern Ghats. The largest of these ranges is the Katpar-Puruvadi
range. The Gaurgarh or the Somabeda plateau only forms a part of
this hill system. The elevation of this range is 986 m. in the south and
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931 m. atthe central point called Birbusi. To the west of the plateau
the peak of Deo-Dongriis 929 m. high and at Darpani it attains
887 m. Near the village Maraguda lies the hill fertress of Manikgarh
over this range of hills. A place of considerable scenic beauty by the
side of this range of hills is the Godhans waterfall near the village
Lodara, about 24 km. south -west of Nawapara.

The highest peak Tangri Dongar (1,229 m.) is situated in Thuamul-
Rampur police station. Among other notable peaks mention may be
made of Kunkot Parbat (852 m.) in Kegaon police station; Jamharpat
Dongri (537 m.), Burharas Parbat (741 m.), Ghochki Dongar (555m.)
and Ara Dongar (376 m.) all in Nawapara police station; Supkon
Dongar (882 m.), Chaura Dongar (933 m.), Godma (784 m.), Guru
Dongar (734 m.) and Gaijhar Pahar (494 m.) all in Komna police
station; Barepat Dongar (1,006 m.) and Kachki Dongri (506 m.), both
in Khariar police station. The Guru Dongar also extends to the
Khariar police station. Besides the above hills, there occur numerous
unnamed peaks of considerable height. The western part of the
Nawapara subdivision abounds in fine natural scenery and the wild
precipitous ranges standing with their majestic grandevr and magni
ficence are visible for many miles. The plateau lands lend to
cultivation at places.

A fascinating account of the hills around Khariar from the pen
of a Christian missionary Rev. Emil Menzel, during the early part
of this century is reproduced below :—

“Khariar nestles in the warm and kindly lap of a perfect circular
mountains of that deep blue colour that speaks of friendliness and
sincerity : They are not mountains like the Himalayas which overawe
you with their tremendous mass, nor are they hungry looking mountains
like the Ozarka, nor business-like mountains with even tops like
the Appalachians, nor symbols of barrenness like the Palestinian hills.
They are romantic mountains just high enough to make you feel cozy in
their lap, with just forest enough to soften them and rocks enough t¢ give
them character and save them from being merely sentimental. The outline
curves of the hills, without breaking the cozy circle, are so graceful
and varied that they remind you of the Greek’s contribution to art.

The forest-clad hills lend an inward touch to the romance of the
scene in the reminder that the beautiful spotted deer has chosen them
to be its home, and a dozen tigers roam free”’.

1. Melick E. M.—*The Evangelical Synod in India”,P. 130
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The Tel, Indravati and Jonk, which form tributaries of large rivers
like the Mahanadi and Godavari may be mentioned among the pri-

‘ncipal rivers of Kalahandi. Besides, the Tel receives a large number

of affluents in thedistrict. The scenery along the banks of these
streams during their course through the hills specially on the Indravati
and the Raul, a feeder of the Tel, is exceedingly fine and varies
from wild raging torrents sweeping over bare rocks,to  placid
stretches of deep pools with the stream swirling in the eddies between
rich meadow land, verdant with grass and banks overhung with willows.

Most of the hill streams of the district are perennial. The rivers
in the opencountry seldom carry a large flow of water in the hot weather.,
The Tel, Sagada, Hatti, Ret and Utei are almost reduced to tiny streams
in their lower reaches from February to June. On the other hand,
the Raul throughout its whole length, most of which lies inside the
forests, holds a fair flow of water even in the month of May. The
Sagada, Ret, Indravati, Bada Nala and many others carry a strong
stream of perennial water in the upper and middle reaches and only
lose it in their sandy beds when they descend to the plains. The villa-
gers in the open tracts scoop water holes in the sand during the summer
months and manage to provide themselves with exiguous supply of
drinking water.

These rivers are scarcely subjected to high floods. The Hatti
occasionally overtops its low banks and spreads out into the surroun-
ding plains. The floods during their short - duration generally cause
formation of sand deposits. No other loss or damage is normally
recorded by the ficods. The Tel also sometimes deposits sand on the
fertile agricultural land along its course.

These rivers are scarcely navigable as they dry up in the plain
country during the summer.

TheTel is by far the longest and most important river in the
district. Rising in the north of Nowrangpur subdivision of Koraput,
it enters the district a few kilometres west of Dharamgarh and flows
through an alluvial tract. Pursuing almost an easterly course through
the Dharamgarh subdivision, it instantly takes a more northerly direc-
tion after its junction with Sagada until it meets the Udanti on its left
bank. About eight kilometres from this point of confluence, it runs
almost north-east and forms the boundary between Balangir and this
district for a fairly long distance and enters Balangir north of Risida-
Kumbharpada. The bed of this river is generally sandy, it is more
observable from breadth than depth and its water, though decreases
very much during the hot season, does not entirely dry up.
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The important feeders on its right bank are the Moter, Hati,
Sagada, Bulat, Ret, Utei and the Raul. The Raul rising in the hills
of Baudh-Khondmals district flows through the mountainous tract
in the north-eastern part of the district, and enters Balangir near Siker-
kupa and joins the Tel a few kilometers from the borders of Kalahandi
district. It receives most of the drainge of Madanpur-Rampur police
station area. The Utei rises on the same hills and receives a few feeders
in the fertile tract of Madanpur-Rampur area and joins the Tel on the
border of Balangir-Kalahandi district near Belkhandi. It drains the wide
plain between Rampur and Narla. The Hati, a large tributary of
the Tel, rises in the high hill ranges of the Jayapatna Tahsil almost on the
south-western border of the district and flows due north draining the
open country of the Dharamgarh subdivision till it joins the Tel
about 12 km. to the north of Junagarh. Its bed is deep rather than
broad and the volume of water it carries is not constant throughout
the year. The Moter drains the western part of the Koksara-Ampani
plains as well as the hills of Shajkhol reserved forest which forms
the western boundary of the plains. It joins the Tel near Dharamgarh
on the borders of Madhya Pradesh. The Ret rises in the mountains
of Lanjigarh and the Khalsa Dongarla to the east of Bhawanipatna
and falls into the Tel just above Kesinga, The Bulatrises at the southern
end of the Gundi Donger about 15 km. south of Bhawanipatna and
flows past the town in a north-western direction under the name of Pipal
Nala before it turns north wards to join the Tel near Karlapara. In
the hills above Karlapat the Sagada takes its origin and flows a steep
course to the plains into which it debouches near the village Sagada
and thence flows north across the Junagarh road to join the Tel.

Unlike other tributaries of the Tel on its right, all flowing north,
the Indravati rising about two kilometers above the village Thuamul
in Thuamul-Rampur range at an altitude of 915 m. quickly gathers
volume and even in February roars and rushes with its copious flow
down its hilly southerly course in seething cataracts in its wild rush to the
plains. Its catchment area is fairly well wooded. Running for a short
distance on the south-western border of the district, it receives the
Golagad Nala and then flows ina very winding course across the
Koraput district. Passing about three kilometers south of Nowrangpur
town, it enters Bastar of Madhya Pradesh where becoming a
considerable river it joins the Godavari. It drains the south-eastern
corner of the district, ]

The Jonk has its origin in the Sonabeda plateau near Bad-dongar.
After avery tortuous course for a few miles, the river enters the Nawa-
para plain and is very deep in between the villages Lodra and Patora.

Indravati

Jonk
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