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PREFACE 

The Gazetteer is an authoritative document that describes a District in 

all its hues–the economy, society, political and administrative setup, its 

history, geography, climate and natural phenomena, biodiversity and natural 

resource endowments. It highlights key developments over time in all such 

facets, whilst serving as a placeholder for the timelessness of its unique 

culture and ethos. It permits viewing a District beyond the prismatic image of 

a geographical or administrative unit, since the Gazetteer holistically 

captures its socio-cultural diversity, traditions, and practices, the creative 

contributions and industriousness of its people and luminaries, and builds on 

the economic, commercial and social interplay with the rest of the State and 

the country at large. The document which is a centrepiece of the District, is 

developed and brought out by the State administration with the cooperation 

and contributions of all concerned. Its purpose is to generate awareness, 

public consciousness, spirit of cooperation, pride in contribution to the 

development of a District, and to serve multifarious interests and address 

concerns of the people of a District and others in any way concerned.  

Historically, the ―Imperial Gazetteers‖ were prepared by Colonial 

administrators for the six Districts of the then Orissa, namely, Angul, 

Balasore, Cuttack, Koraput, Puri, and Sambalpur. After Independence, the 

Scheme for compilation of District Gazetteers devolved from the Central 

Sector to the State Sector in 1957. Within the State, the responsibility for 

developing the Gazetteers was transferred from the Revenue Department to 

the Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA) in 1999.  In this process, 

the ―District Gazetteers‖ of all thirteen Districts were published as follows: 

Koraput/1966 (Supplement/1984), Mayurbhanj/1967, Bolangir/1968, 

Sambalpur/1971, Dhenkanal/1972, Sundargarh/ 1975, Puri/1977, Kalahandi/ 

1980, Boudh-Khondmal/ 1983, Keonjhar/ 1986, Balasore/ 1994, Ganjam/ 

1995 and Cuttack/1992. The Gazetteers of Balasore/1994, Ganjam/1995 

and Cuttack/1992, however, could not capture the implications of the 

reorganisation of these Districts. Though 10 out of 13 Districts had been 

reorganised into 27 and the total number of Districts in the State had gone 

up to 30, the reality remained to be captured in the Districts‘ Gazetteers.  

Be it so, the time is now ripe to build on the rich cache of Gazetteers 

available across the Districts in Odisha, and to develop updated documents 

that capture the essence of each District as it exists today. The Districts 

have evolved over the last couple of decades as a result of various natural 

phenomena and unforeseen forces, besides a slew of economic and social 

sector reforms undertaken at the National, State and local levels. The 

resulting impacts have been more cataclysmic in some Districts than others, 
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which are reflective of the complex dynamics at work which determine a 

District‘s state of preparedness and receptivity to change or its absorptive 

capacity. This diversity in impacts across Districts is now captured both in 

measurable parameters and non-measurable underlying trends and 

perceptions in the updated District Gazetteers.  

Besides catching up with the developments in each of the thirty 

Districts and the environs, it was felt opportune to capture the major shifts in 

areas and issues of priority and concern across the districts by suitably 

restructuring the document, to recount the post-Independence events in brief 

for their historic value and evolutionary impact on the District, and to bridge 

an important lacuna, viz. incorporating the role played by freedom fighters 

from each District in India‘s Independence, which was sparingly mentioned 

in the Gazetteers initially prepared by colonial administrators. Though the 

updated Gazetteers draw heavily on the past Gazetteers of thirteen 

undivided Districts, the documents were also restructured to provide for 

elimination, modification and insertion of some issues in discussion with the 

Consulting Editors and District Administration in order to present a 

comprehensive and contemporaneous picture of the Districts. 

The task of developing and updating the Gazetteers for the present 30 

Districts was initiated in the first week of May 2015. Procedurally, a series of 

time-bound initiatives taken since then were bed-rocked on the complete 

and continuous involvement of the District Collector and heads of concerned 

line departments at the district level in the coverage of issues and 

developments over time, coupled with specific participation of a number of 

scholars and experts, including some senior serving and retired civil 

servants. A standardised synopsis of the District Gazetteer was prepared by 

GAA to assist in the development of the initial drafts by each District 

Administration. For this exercise, a Committee was constituted by GAA 

under the District Collector to steer the development of the initial draft for the 

respective District. A number of Sub-Committees comprising officials and 

experts were also constituted, again at District level, for drafting specific and 

thematic chapters. The initial drafts prepared by the District Administration 

were received by GAA starting in August 2015. After in-house scrutiny of 

these drafts, detailed comments and suggestions for bridging information 

gaps were sent by GAA to enable suitable revisions by the District 

Administration. A process of continuous monitoring of the development of 

the next stage of drafts was followed, and the second drafts were received 

by Gopabandhu Academy of Administration the end of October 2015. This 

revised draft Gazetteer of each District was then placed for scrutiny at two 

levels the first by the public at large by hosting the drafts at the website of 
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GAA (gopabandhuacademy.gov.in), and the second by a set of 30 Experts, 

one for each District, designated as Consulting Editor.  

Simultaneously, Government in General Administration Department 

(GAD) with the approval of Hon‘ble Chief Minister reconstituted the State 

Advisory Committee (SAC) and State Working Committee (SWC) on 

Gazetteers vide Notification No. 23473 dated 26 September, 2015. The SAC 

continues to be headed by Chief Secretary, Government of Odisha. The 

SWC hereafter was to be chaired by the Director General, GAA, who had 

also been notified as the ex-officio Chief Editor of Gazetteers, besides being 

granted functional freedom to prepare and publish the Gazetteers. A series 

of meetings were held by DG, GAA with the Consulting Editors appointed for 

refinement of the drafts prepared at the District level to discuss and to 

ensure accuracy and coherence, quality and content. The Consulting Editors 

also visited the respective Districts regularly to interact with senior officials, 

governmental and non-governmental organisations and persons concerned 

with the preparation of the initial two drafts. The drafts reviewed by DG, 

GAA, with the Consulting Editors were forwarded to the District Collectors for 

authentication of content and further improvements in quality, wherever felt 

necessary. 

The final round of discussions with the Consulting Editors was held in 

GAA in February through till April 2016, and the draft Gazetteers, finalised at 

this stage again in consultation with the District Collectors, were placed 

before the SWC.  Drafts recommended by it were placed before the SAC for 

approval. 

Bringing Boudh and Kandhamal under one administrative umbrella 

appeared unnatural and somewhat incongruous, as Boudh formed a part of 

Central and Western Odisha and Kandhamal a part of South Odisha.  

People of both regions had their own distinct cultural identity. This anomaly 

was corrected by creating a separate district of Boudh with effect from 

01.01.1994. 

This Gazetteer attempts to include in it all important aspects of the 

district. Sri Madhusudan Mishra, OAS, Collector and District Magistrate with 

his team of officers and local experts deserve rich compliments and thanks 

for preparing the initial draft within a limited time frame despite limited 

infrastructure at hand. 

I thank Dr Arun Kumar Mohanty, the Consulting Editor an academic 

and writer, who has gone through the draft and polished it. He is singularly 

responsible for giving a coherent shape to the district gazetteer. I am 

thankful to Sri P.K. Chaulia who offered valuable suggestion for the 

improvement of the Boudh Gazetteer. 
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I convey my sincere gratitude to the members of the State Working 

Committee and State Advisory Committee for their valuable inputs and 

advice. I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the contribution of 

my friends and colleagues in the State Administration and particularly those 

at GAA, namely Dr. Rabinarayan Patra, Deputy Director (Studies), Sri 

Subrat Kuanr, Research Officer and Dr. Rabindra Kumar Swain, Compiler. 

Finally, despite optimum efforts to plug the obvious limitations and 

lacunae in the Gazetteer, factual deficiencies, misspellings and grammatical 

errors might be found. The responsibility for all its shortcomings doubtless 

remains mine. With an eye to the future, I urge all readers, including 

thematic experts, young scholars, and luminaries, to offer their valuable 

suggestions for improving the quality and contents of the document for the 

next addition with the passage of time. 

I would like to thank the people of the District of Boudh for their 

contributions over time to the making of the District as we now know it, and 

commend this document to them and to all other stakeholders within the 

State and beyond. 

  

Dr. Taradatt, IAS 
Chief Editor, Gazetteers & 

Director General, GAA 
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Consulting Editor’s Note 

The present district of Boudh, which formed a subdivision of the Boudh-

Khondmal district for 46 years from the first reorganization of districts of 

Odisha in 1948 to the second reorganization in 1994, was originally a 

feudatory state. Panchara ex-zamindari of Sonepur subdivision of the 

undivided Balangir district, which earlier formed a part of the Boudh ex-state, 

was brought under the jurisdiction of Boudh subdivision of the Boudh-

Khondmal district. Boudh was culturally different from the two other 

subdivisions, Khondmal and Baligurha. People of Boudh identify themselves 

with the people of central and western Odisha while the people of Khondmal 

and Baligurha have a lot in common with the people of south Odisha.  With 

the bifurcation of Boudh-Khondmal and formation of the new district of 

Boudh, the long cherished dream of the people of the region became a 

reality. 

The ex-state of Boudh has no gazetteer in the proper sense of the 

term.  L E B Cobden-Ramsay‘s Feudatory States of Orissa (1908) gives only 

a brief sketch of the ex-state of Boudh. In compiling this volume, the 

Gazetter of Boudh-Khondmal, edited by Nilamani Senapati and Durga 

Charan Kuanr and published in 1983, has been used as the main resource 

material. Moreover, LSS O‘ Malley‘s Bengal District Gazetteer, Angul (1908), 

Completion Report of the Settlement of Boudh (1907), Completion Report of 

Survey and Settlement of the Boudh Feudatory State (1950), Administrative 

Report of Boudh State and several other records and documents have been 

profitably used. J Campbell‘s A Personal Narrative of Thirteen Years Service 

among  the Wild Tribes of Kondhistan (1864), Edgar Thurston‘s Castes and 

Tribes of Southern India (1909), R V Russell and Hiralal‘s Tribes and Castes 

of Central Provinces of India (1916) were also consulted. 

The idea of compiling the Gazetteers of India first occurred to the 

colonial rulers who wanted to acquaint themselves with the land and its 

people in order to give an efficient administration. Sir William Wilson Hunter 

planned it in 1869 and nine volumes of the first edition were published in 

1881. The second and third editions, published in 1885-87 and 1893 

respectively, appeared in fourteen volumes. Three more editions were 

brought out in 1908, 1909 and 1931. These Gazetteers were of great help to 

field officers. 

The Gazetteers of six districts of the Province of Orissa-Angul, 

Balasore, Cuttack, Koraput, Puri and Sambalpur--were compiled by colonial 

administrators. Preparation of Gazetteers of other districts was taken up 

after the compilation work was transferred from the Central Government to 

the State Government in 1957. Accordingly, the Gazetteer of Boudh-

Khondmal, the parent district, appeared in 1983.  
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In the meantime, the number of districts has been raised from 13 to 30. 

Remarkable progress has been made in several sectors such as agriculture, 

health, education, transport and people‘s participation in governance. 

However, the old Gazetteers do not reflect the new realities. Hence the 

necessity of bringing out the Gazetteers again was felt. It is more so in case 

of Boudh which is a new district. In the present volume, an attempt has been 

made to present the history, geography, demography and an account of 

administration and development initiatives. Due care has been taken to 

present an account of people‘s participation in democratic process. I hope 

the volume will serve as a reference book to those who want basic 

information on the district and will be of some use to students, scholars and 

to the reading public. 

I extend my deep sense of gratitude to Dr. Taradatt, Director General of 

Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA), for planning this project of 

bringing out Gazetteers of all 30 districts in a short span of a few months. I 

am thankful to the officers of GAA, who have worked almost round the clock 

and extended all possible help to the Consulting Editors. Collector, Boudh, 

ADM, Boudh and officers of all line departments, scholars and the civil 

society of the district have taken pains in collecting material and sending 

them to me for compilation. I am deeply indebted to them. I have used 

information available online from numerous internet sources. I record my 

indebtedness to all contributors and copyright holders. 

I am aware that there will be mistakes and shortcomings in this volume. 

Attempts will be made to rectify the mistakes in the next edition. I shall be 

glad if readers appreciate the effort. 

 

Arun Kumar Mohanty 
Consulting Editor  
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SW -Sanitary Well 

T.S- Project with Technical Sanction Only 

TD – Term Deposit 

THR - Take Home Ration 

TSC - Total Sanitation Campaign 

TW -Tube Wells 

U/s – Under Section 

UGC - University Grants Commission 

ULB – Urban Local Bodies 

UNDP – United Nations Development Programme 

VAT – Value Added Tax 

VC – Video Conference 

ZP     -  Zilla Parisad 

ZSS – Zilla Swasthya Samiti 
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CHAPTER-I 

GENERAL 

Location 

Boudh, which is also called Bauda, is an administrative district of 

Odisha, with its headquarters located at the town of Boudh. Bounded by 

Sonepur district in the north, Kandhamal in the south, Nayagarh in the east 

and Balangir in the west, Boudh is almost centrally located in the state. It lies 

between 83-34 degree and 84-49 degree East longitude and between 20-22 

degree and 20-60 degree North latitude.  

Area 

Spread over an area of over 3098 sq kms, the district ranks 22
nd

 in size 

among the 30 districts of the state. It accounts for 1.99 % of the state‘s 

territory. There are 1186 villages including 71 uninhabited villages spread 

over 63 gram panchayats, covering 3 community development blocks, 3 

tehsils and one subdivision. The district has 31, 510 ha of forest land, 23, 

544 ha put to non-agri use, 8, 495 ha of barren and non-cultivable land, 17, 

856 ha of pastures and 392 ha of miscellaneous trees and groves, 12,687 

ha of culturable  waste, 16,938 ha. of Old fallows, 16,928 ha of current 

fallows and 74.286 ha of net area sown totaling a geographical area of 

20,26,36 ha. 

Population 

With a population of 441, 162 (according to 2011 Census), Boudh is the 

second least populous district of the state after Deogarh. The district shares 

1.05 % of the state‘s population, the density being 270 per sq km. The 

Scheduled Caste population is 104,934, which is 23.8 %, and the Scheduled 

Tribe population is 55,364, which is 12.5 % of the total population of the 

district. The literacy rate stands at 71.6 % against the state‘s 72.9 %.Baudh 

has a sex ratio of 991 females for every 1000 males. However, among the 

tribal people, the ratio stands at 1023. 

Name of the District 

The district derives its name from Lord Buddha, implying the flourish of 

Buddhism in this part of Odisha at one period of history. Historians believe 

that this region was a centre of Mahayanic and Tantirk forms of Buddhism in 

the early mediaeval age. The existence of three colossal Buddha statues in 

and around the town of Boudh bears ample testimony to this view.  
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New District 

Boudh was a feudatory state till 1st January 1948 when the then ruler 

Raja Narayan Dev transferred power of his state to the Province of Odisha 

(then orissa). Boudh formed a sub-division of the newly created district of 

Boudh-Kandhamal. But it was raised to the status of a district in 1994(vide 

letter No.DRC-218/93-56413/R Dated 22.12.93). The then Chief Minister 

Shri Biju Patnaik inaugurated the new district on 2
nd

 January 1994 in a 

colourful ceremony in the town. To commemorate this memorable occasion, 

the District Administration has been organising a function every year since 

1996. 

Brief History 

In the mid-8th century AD, Boudh region, which formed a part of 

Khinjali Mandal, was under the occupation of the Bhanja rulers.  Nettabhanja 

was the earliest known ruler of the Bhanja dynasty which was ruling over the 

Dhenkanal region.  His successors migrated towards Boudh-Sonepur area, 

established Khinjali Mandal and ruled there as a feudatory of the 

Bhaumakaras of Tosali. It is believed that Silabhanja Dev was the founder of 

Bhanja Kula of Khinjali Mandala. Their capital was Dhirtipura, which has 

been identified with Boudh town. Satrubhanja Dev–II, a ruler of this dynasty, 

was defeated and killed by the Somavansi ruler of South Kosala, 

Janmeyjaya-I. The Bhanjas were driven out from the Boudh region which 

was renamed as Odra Desa. Yayati–I, the son and successor of Janmejaya–

I, established his capital at Yayatinagara, which has been identified with 

modern Jagati in Boudh district.  

 Somavansi rulers then migrated towards Utkala, leaving South-Kosala 

in charge of their representatives. In course of time, Kosala was lost to them 

and was occupied by the Telugu-Chodas and the Kalachuris.  Subsequently, 

after protracted struggle with Kalachuris, Boudh alongwith  Sonepur came 

under the rule of imperial Gangas and was administered by the Ganga 

administrators. In course of time, the Ganga administrators ruled over this 

territory in a hereditary way. 

It is believed that there emerged a Brahmin ruling family in Boudh. 

Gandhamardan Dev, the last Brahmin ruler of this family, being childless, 

adopted one Ananga Bhanja of Keonjhar Bhanja royal family. He succeeded 

Gandharmardhan Dev and founded the rule of the Bhanjas in Boudh in the 

first half of the 14th century AD. He changed his surname from Bhanja to 

Dev and was known as Ananga Dev. Since then, the new line of kings 

continued to rule over this region till the merger of Boudh state with the 

Province of Orissa  in 1948. Their kingdom comprised Athmallik, Boudh, and 

Sonepur regions with its capital headquarters at Swarnapura or Sonepur. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boudh_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orissa_Province
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But due to the expansionist policy followed by the Chouhan rulers of 

Patnagarh, they shifted their capital to Boudh. 

In the first half of the 17th century AD, Boudh was a very powerful 

kingdom.  During this period, the Chouhan rulers of Sambalpur had 

established their supremacy over almost entire western 

Odisha. Balabhadradev (1605-1630 AD), the Chouhan ruler 

of Sambalpur defeated Siddhabhanja Dev of Boudh and forced him cede the 

Sonepur region which was made a separate state by the Chouhans in 1640 

AD. 

In the mean time, Odisha was occupied by Muslims. It is believed that 

Boudh maintained a friendly relation with them.    Maratha contact with the 

Boudh state was conspicuous during the Maratha rule in Odisha.  As the 

vital line of communication between Nagpur and Cuttack passes through the 

Boudh state, it drew special attention of the Maratha administrators at 

Cuttack. The Raja of Boudh was paying tribute to the Marathas and 

maintained cordial relation with them. But in 1800 AD, this relationship 

became strained. The Marathas attacked Boudh and defeated Raja 

Biswambara Dev. However, he was allowed to rule as a feudatory ruler of 

Nagpur by paying regular tribute. 

During the early years of the reign of Raja Biswamabara Dev (1778–

1817) the Panchara Pragana lying between Baghanadi and Meheruni 

jore was separated from the Boudh state. It is said that in 1780-81 the Raja 

of Boudh had obtained a loan from the Raja of Sonepur and for the 

liquidation of the debt he had ceded the above pragana to Sonepur. It is also 

said that the said pragana was given to the Raja of Sonepur for rendering 

military help to Boudh in time of trouble and in lieu thereof to enjoy revenue 

rights of the pragana. But when the Sonepur Raja occupied it permanently a 

dispute arose for the possession of this tract, which was settled by the 

Superintendent of Tributary Mahals in favour of Sonepur. 

During the reign of Sidhabhanja Dev, Sonepur region was conquered 

from Boudh by the Chouhan ruler of Sambalpur. But the process of the 

vivisection of territories of the Boudh state had started earlier. In AD 1498-

99, the then Raja of Boudh state had made a gift of Dasapalla territory 

extending from Kamaimuhan near Kantilo to Udandi muhan in the east to his 

younger brother Narayan Dev, who asserted his independence and made 

Dasapalla a separate state. Again the strip of territory lying between the 

Kharang river on the west of Boudh and Amaimuhan was given by Raja 

Madan Mohan Dev in 1599-1600 AD as dowry to his daughters who married 

in the Chouhan royal family of Patna State. However, Athmallik and 

Kandhamal remained part of Boudh state for some time. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Balabhadradeva&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sambalpur
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Siddhabhanja_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_Biswambara_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_Biswambara_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_Biswambara_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_of_Nagpur&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_of_Nagpur&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_Biswamabara_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panchara_Pragana&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baghanad&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Meheruni_jore&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Meheruni_jore&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Meheruni_jore&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athmallik_State
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After the British conquest of Odisha in AD 1803, Raja Biswambar Dev 

of Boudh submitted to the British and entered into a treaty with the British 

East India Company on 3rd March, 1804. After the third Anglo- Maratha, 

British Government permanently occupied Boudh from the Marathas and 

included this state in the South West Frontier Agency till 1837, when it was 

brought under the superintendent of Tributary Mahals, Cuttack. 

In AD 1817, Raja Biswambar Dev died and was succeeded by his 

son Chandra Sekhar Dev. In 1821, he received a fresh Sanand from the 

British Government fixing the annual tribute of Boudh at Rs. 800/-. After his 

death, his son Pitambara Dev ascended the throne in 1839 AD. During his 

reign, on 15 February 1855, Khondmal was separated from the Boudh state 

and was annexed to the British territory. Raja Pitambar Dev remained loyal 

to the British Government and cooperated with the British Agency in 

suppressing human sacrifice and Khondh rebellion in Ghumsur and 

Kandhamal. Chakra Bisoi, who remained in Boudh state since 1855 and 

organized the Khondhs, was ultimately driven out of the state.   The British 

Government recognized his title Raja, by a separate Sanand granted to him 

in 1875 AD. 

 Athmallik  formed a part of Boudh state and the ruling chief of Boudh 

was the Raja of Boudh and Athmallik. The chief of Athmallik was called a 

Zamidar and was addressed a Samanta. In 1875, the Chief of Athmallik was 

officially recognized as a Raja and Athamallik became a separate state in 

1894 AD. 

Raja Pitambar Dev died in 1880 and was succeeded by his son 

Jogindra Dev. He was a benevolent and generous ruler and introduced 

English education in the state. At the time of his death in 1913, his eldest 

son Narayan Dev was a minor and hence the administration of the state was 

managed by the Court of Wards and the Dewan. During this period the state 

was under the control of the political agent.  Raja Narayan Dev successfully 

suppressed a political agitation in Boudh in 1930-32. The Prajamandal was 

formed in 1945 and the Raja adopted stern measures to quell it. He had also 

developed the Jagti village (Yayatinagar, the Somavamsi Capital) and 

renamed it Narayan Nagar. He was the last ruler of the Boudh State and on 

1 January 1948, the state merged with the Province of Orissa. 

Administration 

The district comprises only one subdivision, which is divided into three 

tehsils namely, Boudh, Kantamal and Harabhanga and seven police 

stations. The following Table shows the area (in sq. km.) and population of 

the district, tehsils and police stations.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Third_Anglo_Martha_War&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chandra_Sekhar_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_Pitambar_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athmallik
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Raja_Pitambar_Dev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_of_Wards_(India)
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Name of the  

Administrative Unit 

Area 

In sq.km 

Popula

tion 

Male Female 

Boudh District and Sub Division 3098 441162 221625 219537 

Kantamal Block 693.01 148385 74238 74147 

Boudh Block 655.06 145519 73069 72450 

Harabhanga Block 524.57 126834 63826 63008 

Baudhgarh (NAC) 20.72 20424 10492 9932 

Kantamal   P.S  77483   

Manamunda  P.S  106227   

Baunsuni P.S  43817   

BaudhSadar  137398   

PurunaKatak P.S  36887   

Harbhanga P.S  39350   

Spl Energy PS      

The district has only one town namely Boudh, the headquarters of the 

district, having a population of 20, 424, as per 2011 Census.  The Notified 

Area Council, Boudhgarh runs the urban administration.  

There are two Assembly constituencies, namely Kantamal and Boudh 

in the district.  Boudh forms a part of Phulbani Lok Sabha constituency. 

Climate and Rainfall 

The climate of Boudh is generally hot and humid from March to June 

and cold from November to February. The monsoon generally breaks in the 

month of June. 

The average annual rainfall in the district is 1623.1 mm. During the 

period from 2006 to 2015, the highest annual rainfall occurred in 2006 which 

amounted to 319.32% of the normal  and the lowest amounting to 82% of 

the normal, was recorded in 2010.  

 Agriculture 

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of the district. During 

the year 2010-11, the net sown area was 74, 000 ha against 4681, 000 ha of 

the state, which is 1.58 %. Besides paddy, which is the main crop, crops 

such as wheat, maize, ragi, moong, biri, kulthi, til, groundnut, mustard, 

potato and sugarcane are also produced in the district. A variety of moong 

called Kala moong is produced in Ramagarh and Dhalpur areas of 

Harabhanga block. . Dhoba Chana, popularly called Tiashi, is a small, white 

gram grown in Rabi season also in the same block.  There are two medium 

irrigation projects, Salunki and Bagha, besides a minor irrigation project. 

Irrigation facility is available 51504 and 13494 ha during Kharif and Rabi 

seasons respectively. 
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Power  

As in 2010-11, 432 villages have been electrified, which constitutes 

38.7 % of the total villages of the district. 

Economy 

In 2006, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India   named 

Boudh one of the country's 250 most backward districts out of a total of 640. 

It is one of the 19 districts in Odisha receiving funds from the Backward 

Regions Grants Fund programme (BRGF). Launched in 2005, the BRGF 

was the Government of India‘s (GOI) flagship programme aimed at 

addressing infrastructure and capacity gaps in backward districts. This 100% 

centrally funded scheme has been discontinued in FY 2015-16.  

Education 

The district has made spectacular progress in education since 

independence. There were 737 primary, 299 middle and 68 secondary 

schools (including 5, 11and 32 private schools respectively) and 10 general 

colleges during the year 2010-11. There are 14 private schools, three of 

them imparting education in English medium. 

Health 

Healthcare facilities are provided to people by government health 

centres, non-governmental agencies as well as individuals. As recorded in 

2010-11, there were 85 allopathic health centres with 143 beds, 4 

homeopathic institutions and 10 aurvedic dispensaries. 

Industry 

The district does not boast of large industries. However, 39 small scale 

industries have been established during 2010-11 with total capital 

investment of Rs 368 lakh, generating employment for 233 persons.  

Transport and Communication 

Road transport is the only means of communication in the district. The 

district has 109 km of National Highways, 64 kms of State Highways, 53 kms 

of major district roads, 34 kms ofother district roads, 480 kms of rural roads, 

4494 kms of gram panchayat roads, 208 kms of PS roads and 245 kms of 

forest roads. All weather communication has been provided to 357 of the 

847 habitations of the district. 

 At present, there is no rail link to the district. However, Khordha Road-

Balangir rail line, which is under construction, will pass through several parts 

of the district, adding this part of the state to the rail link of the nation. 
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The distance of Boudh from Bhubaneswar is 240 km. One can come to 

Boudh via State Highway No. 1 and 14 (via Nayagarh –Charichhak) or can 

come by National Highway No. 42 (via- Angul). Regular train services are 

available from Bhubaneswar to Rarakhol in Sambalpur district. From 

Rairakhol one has to travel around 27 km. either by bus or taxi to reach 

Boudh. The nearest airport is at Bhubaneswar. 

Culture 

Although a new district, the civilization of Boudh area is as old as other 

river valley civilizations of the world. As ancient civilizations flourished on the 

banks of rivers, people of Boudh claim to be inheritors of a rich culture. From 

2nd century AD for a period of about one thousand years, Boudh was an 

important seat of Buddhism, Savisim and Shakti cult. A seat of Kosali 

culture, Boudh developed educationally and culturally during the rule of 

Soma Vanshi, the Gangas and the Surya Vanshi rulers. 

 Dance 

People of the district rejoice in dance, music, fairs and festivals. Karma 

dance, Danda Nata and Dalkhai dance are specialties of the place. 

The Karma dance of Boudh is different from the Karama dance of the 

Oraons of Sundargarh district. In Boudh, people of Ghasi community 

perform this dance. Girls sing Karama songs and boys play instruments like 

Mrudunga and Madala. They generally sing songs relating to goddess 

Karama whom they worship in the month of Bhadrav. People of Boudh also 

perform Danda Nata, a ritual dance paying obeisance to Hara-Parvati in the 

months of Chaitra and Baisakh. They perform Dalkhai dance during the 

month of Aswin on the occasion of Bhaijuntia. In this dance, young girls 

stand in a line or in a semi-circular pattern and sing songs known as Dalkhai 

songs. 

Fairs and Festivals 

People of the district celebrate a number of festivals round the year. 

They observe certain festivals in their family besides celebrating public 

festivals to commemorate certain occasions. Some of the important festivals 

they observe include Chuda Khai Jatra,  Rath Jatra or Car Laxmi Puja, 

Nuakhai, Sivaratri Dasahara, Dola Jatra, Puajiuntia, Bhaijiuntiain Ramaleela 

Kailashi Jatra besides New Year‘s day, Good Friday, Easter, Christmas, Id-

Ul-Fitre, Id-Ul-Zuha, Shab-E-Barat, Muharram and Milad-un-Nabi.  

Topography 

The district of Boudh may broadly be divided into two distinct physical 

divisions; the plains in the north and the highlands in the south. 
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Between the high mountain ranges of the Harabhanga in the south and 

the river Mahanadi in the north forming the northern boundary of the district 

lie the fertile plains of Boudh. A long strip of plains runs parallel to the 

Mahanadi with gradual undulating rises to the hill ranges which form the 

Kandhamals. The natural features of the country lend themselves to 

irrigation, the hills of the southern border forming a natural watershed from 

which many small streams find their way to the Mahanadi. The hills on the 

southern border and the foothills are thickly covered with forests. 

The district covers both fertile plains and hilly zones. There is a long 

strip of plain land running parallel to the Mahanadi. Many small streams, 

tributaries, fountains (locally called jhors) find their way to the Mahanadi. The 

plains of Boudh are drained by the tributaries of the Mahanadi while the 

southern and the western regions are drained by the tributaries of the Tel.  

Rivers, Water Bodies 

The longest river of the state the Mahanadi and several tributaries flow 

in the district. The Mahanadi which originates from the Amarakantaka hill 

range of Madhya Pradesh flows downwards in a south-east direction. The 

river belt is divided into three parts such as the upper Mahanadi valley, 

middle Mahanadi valley and the lower Mahanadi valley. The district of Boudh 

comes under the middle Mahanadi valley.  

The tributary Bagh rises in the hills near Bandhagarh of the Phulabani 

hill tract and falls into the Mahanadi flowing for about 64 kms. This river also 

has pre-historic sites.The Salki, which rises in the Baliguda sub-division of 

Phulbani district, also touches the district of Boudh. 

Fountains and small streams (locally known as jhor) like the Meheruni, 

Ramjal, Atharnala, Digi etc. also lend beauty to the landscape of the district. 

Besides, there are a large number of tanks. The Government tanks 

have been transferred to the control of the Gram Panchayats for taking up 

pisciculture. Besides, they too are used for bathing and irrigation purposes. 

Geology 

The district exposes rocks from recent to Archaen age. The Eastern 

Ghat super group and associated granite gneiss cover the major part of the 

district. The Gondwana supergroup is represented by the only Talchir 

formation in the area. The district is home to minerals such as cal-tufa, lime 

kankar, china clay, quartz, gem stone, graphite and zeolite. 

Flora and Fauna 

The low country of Odisha north of the Mahanadi bears similarity to the 

Gangetic plains and the area south of the Mahanadi is largely similar to the 

Deccan area. The separation was based largely upon topography and 

climate. 
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The vegetation of Boudh district comes under two major divisions, 

northern tropical semi-evergreen forest and northern tropical moist 

deciduous forest. 
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Among economic plants occurring in the district, the following may be 

mentioned: 

(a) Terminaliachebula: The fruits of the plant commonly called 

rnyrobalan yield a good percentage of tannin which is used in 

tanneries, one of them being located at Boudh. 

(b) Bamboos: Four species of bamboos, Barnbusaarundinacea (Dabe 

bamboo), Dendrocalarrzusstrictus (Salia bamboo), Bambusatulda 

and B. nutens grow profusely in the district that is supplied as raw 

material for paper industry. The species grow abundantly in the 

forests of Boudh. 

(c) Diospyrosmelanoxylorz: Its leaf, known as Kendu leaf is used for 

manufacturing biri. It grows abundantly in Boudh area. 

(d) Rauwolfiaserpentina (Patalgarud or Sarpagandha): An important 

medicinal plant, occurs in Boudh Forest Division. 

The plants that commonly occur include Kendu (Diospysor 

Melunoxylon), Sal (Shorea Robusta), Bija (Pterocaprus Marsupium) and 

Dhaura (Angeissus Lotifolia). 

Bears, Hyeanas and Wolves, constitute the fauna of Boudh district. 

Bears (Melursusursinus) are seen in large numbers in all parts of the forests. 

They come out of the jungle in large numbers when the fig and jack-fruit 

trees are ripe and the Mahua (Bassialatifolia) flowers bloom. They are all 

tempted to visit the interior of villages by the paddy husks thrown out of the 

houses after the winter harvest and do great damage to the villagers' 

sugarcane and maize. When these crops are ready for harvesting, 

watchmen sit up the whole night beating empty tins and keeping large fires 

alive to scare them away. 

Hyaenas (Hyaenahyaena) are common in the vicinity of villages where 

they live principally on carrion. Village dogs are frequently carried off by 

them, and to this reason is ascribed the comparatively small number of 

pariahs or mongrels to be seen in most villages. 

Wolves are few; they are of grey species, and they usually haunt 

certain localities. They prey upon goats and sheep.  Wild dog (Cuonalpinus) 

is common in almost all the forests. In the north and west of Kandhamal they 

are usually found in small packs, in which they systematically hunt game; the 

comparative scantiness of deer, etc., in certain localities, it is believed, is 

due more to these dogs than to the illicit shooting which was common in the 

past. When hunting their prey they are quite fearless and have repeatedly 

been known to follow up and kill sambar. 
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Jackals (Canisaureus) and foxes (Vulpesbengalensis) usually prowl 

about the villages of which they may be said to be the scavengers. They 

also take off a number of poultry during the rains when the trees are high. 

Sambars (Cervusunicolotniger) are found but are seen in small 

number. It is most difficult to get at them owing to the density of the forests 

and also because they usually resort to the hill tops from where they can 

watch the approach of danger. They are extremely destructive to crops and 

special precautions have to be taken to protect the fields against their 

inroads by erecting strong bamboo fencing, posting watchmen and burning 

bonfires. A number of them are killed every year by tigers and wild dogs and 

a few fall to the gun of the poacher, who usually shoots them over a water-

hole in the summer or salt-lick in the rains. 

Chita or spotted deer (Axis axis) are seen in large numbers only in 

certain localities where the forest is open and undergrowth scanty; like 

sambar they do great damage to the winter crops and also to the young 

paddy. 

Bison (Bosgaurus) commonly known as gayal are found in small herds 

in the reserved forests in several well wooded localities where there is good 

pasturage. In rains they are prone to retire to the hills during the day to avoid 

the flies and come down at night to feed on the young grass. A very retiring 

animal, it lives in small herds with generally a fine bull in charge. 

Nilgai (Boselaphustragocarnelus) are scarce and are only to be found 

on the slopes of hills and in the country round Kumbharkhol in the 

Khondmals.Barking deer (Muntiacusmuntjac) are plentiful everywhere in the 

hills.Mouse deer (7' ragulugmeminna) occur in the forests. Larger herds of 

them formerly found in the Khondmals are not to be seen at present. They 

are now found only in the south-western corner of the subdivision. Wild pigs 

(Susscrofacristatus) swarm in the forest tract and wander about in large 

herds doing great damage both to the young growth in the forest as well as 

to the crops in the fields, which they usually invade at night and from which it 

is well- nigh impossible to drive them once they effect an entry. 

Ares (Lepusnigricollis) are found in large numbers chiefly in scrub 

jungles. They are shot on dark nights during the monsoon when they come 

out on the dry ridges above the fields. The usual practice is for two men to 

go out together one carrying a jar on his head with a fire alight in it, which 

attracts the hares and gives the companion an easy shot. Porcupines 

(Hystrixindica) are common and are very destructive to young trees, which 

they girdle with their sharp teeth. Squirrel, both brown and red, are seen in 

the forests. The large brown squirrel is seen usually in pairs; it is hunted and 

eaten with great relish by the aborigines. Squirrels are kept as pets by the 

Kandhas in whose houses they make a nest under the thatch. 



12 
 

Two species of monkey are found, the black faced Hanuman 

(Presbyter entellus) species and, the ordinary brown species. The former, 

which is more common, avoids all settlements and villages. It is hunted by a 

wandering tribe called Sabakhias who consider its flesh a great delicacy. 

Among other wild animals met with may be mentioned the jungle cat, 

pangolines, mongoose, wild buffaloes (Bubalusbubalis) Indian badger, civet 

cat, wild boar, four-horned antelope (Tetracerusquadricornis). The four-

horned antelope, black-buck (Antilopecervicapra) and wild buffaloes are 

rarely met with. The number of black-buck, Chita or leopard, golden cat, tiger 

and Indian wolf is steadily dwindling. Other rare species of wild animals 

declared protected throughout the year are wild buffalo, Indian pangolin, 

black-buck and four-horned antelope. 

There are large number of game birds in the district. In the forests of 

Game birds Khondmals snipe (Capellagallinago), quail (Coturnixcoturnix) 

and green pigeons (Treronphoenicoptera) are common, but larger varieties 

are scarce, with the exception of pea and jungle fowl. Presumably owing to 

the absence of large rivers and disused tanks, geese, duck and teal are not 

found. The common pea-fowl (Pavocristatus) are plentiful, but owing to the 

account of cover they can find, are difficult to beat out. They were frequently 

shot under cover of a coloured screen, on which a large peacock is drawn, 

which the birds presumably mistake for a live one as it flutters in the breeze. 

Being the national bird of India it is declared protected by law throughout the 

year. Red jungle fowl (Gallus gallus) and red spur fowl (Galloperdixspadicea) 

are also seen in the forests. The white-winged wood-duck is gradually 

vanishing. 

In the Mahanadi, varieties of fish such as Rohi (Labeorohita), Bhakur 

(Catlacatla) and Chital (Notopteruschitala) are found. Magur 

(Clariusbatrachus) and several other smaller varieties are reared in tanks. 

The Rohi and Bhakur are also found in the Bagh, Suna and Salki rivers and 

in hill streams  

The Boa constrictor, Cobra, Chiti or Krait (Bungaruscaeruleus) and 

Russells-viper, whip-snake and ordinary grass snakes are found in different 

places.  

In Satkosia gorge sanctuary at Tikarpada, crocodiles are protected.  

Poisonous and non-poisonous snakes can also be sighted at Satkosia 

bordering Angul, Nayagarh and  
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Forests 

Boudh Forest Division is located between 20º 22‘33
‘‘
, 20º 54‘33

‘‘
 North 

Latitudes and 83º34‘20
‘‘
, 84º47' 44‘‘ East Longitudes. It comprises Reserve 

Forests, Protected Forest, Village Forests and the like. An enabled and 

responsive Forest Department and an empowered local community 

institutions collaborate to protect forest areas from encroachment, poaching, 

illicit felling and fire. Afforestation activities have been stepped up in the 

district under different components and schemes.  
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Tourism 

Boudh is famous for its century-old temples, ancient Buddha statues 

and caves. With the spread of Saivism, Vaishnavism and a number of other 

cults, numerous shrines dedicated to various deities were built in this region. 

The natural beauty of these places keeps the visitors spellbound.  

Three remarkable Buddha statues found in and around Boudh town 

establish the place as a center of Buddhist culture. One of the statues is 

present in Boudh town. It is seated in the Bhumisparsa Mudra on a lotus 

throne.  In the village Shyamsundarpur at a distance of 40 km. from Boudh 

town another image of Budhha is found, which is in the same posture as in 

Boudh town. Another Budhha statue is seen in the village Pragalapur, which 

is 2 km from Shyamsundarpur.  

Places of tourist interest include three temples of Lord Siva, called the 

Rameswar or Ramanath temples, dating back to the 9th century AD, noticed 

at Boudh town.  Jogindra Villa Palace, the palace of ex-Ruler of Boudh, 

Hanuman Temple situated in the Mahanadi to the east of Boudh town, 

Chandra Chuda and Matengeswar temples on the bank of river Mahanadi in 

Boudh town, Bhiarabi and  Madan Mohan temples near the palace of the ex-

ruler of Boudh. Jagannath temple of Boudh situated at the heart of the town, 

Raghunath temple at Debagarh at a distance of14 km from Boudh town and 

Jagati situated at a distance of 16 km. from Boudh. 

Purunakatak, at a distance of 30 km from Boudh on Boudh-

Bhubaneswar road, Padmatola Sanctuary and Satakosia Gorge, 

Dambarugada hill, Patali Shrikshetra at a distance of 12 km from Boudh 

town and Marjakud island are also some of the places of interest. Other 

places such as Asurgada, Siva temple at Karadi, Sarsara and Bousuni, 

Jatasamadhi temple of Mahima cult at Balasinga and Paljhar also attract 

visitors. 

Three tourist centres namely, Boudh, Charichhak and Charisambhu as 

identified by the Department of Tourism and Culture. A large number of 

tourists, mainly domestic, visit these places. 
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CHAPTER-II 

HISTORY AND RELIGION 

Boudh forms a part of the Middle Mahanadi valley which lies between 

the northern uplands and the south-western hilly regions of Odisha and 

stretches from the Hirakud Dam Reservoir to the Tikarpada Gorge. It 

occupies a strategic position in the Middle Mahanadi valley. It is natural to 

presume that as in all river valley civilizations, a human civilization also 

thrived in this region in ancient times.  Archeological excavations undertaken 

in this area reveal the existence of early settlements of pre-historic people in 

this area.  Since the area is almost a self-contained geographical entity, it 

probably had sufficient range of ecological variability fulfilling the 

requirements of nomadic hunter-gatherers round the year. 

The early history of Boudh is shrouded in obscurity. However, 

archaeological excavations have thrown some light on the otherwise little-

known past of this part of the country. The discovery of remarkable Buddhist 

statues from Boudh led some scholars to believe that Boudh was an 

important Buddhist centre of Odisha. Excavations also provide important 

leads to the socio-cultural life in the region over a period of several hundred 

years. 

Archaeological Sites 

Asurgarh  

The archaeological site of Manamunda-Asurgarh is situated by the side 

of the confluence of rivers Tel and Mahanadi.  Excavations conducted by the 

Post- Graduate Department of History, Sambalpur University in 1981 and 

1990 unraveled material culture of the site extending from 4
th
  century BC to 

5
th
 century AD. The important finds from the excavation include a Mauryan 

imperial silver punch-marked coin of the 3
rd

 century BC, iron tools such as 

knife, dagger, spearhead, arrow, axe, nail, door clamps, sickles, potteries of 

red ware.  

The excavation has also revealed paved house floors, an array of 

ceramic types such as Black and Red Ware, Black Slipped Ware, Fine Grey 

Ware, Red Slipped Ware, Northern Black Polished Ware, iron implements of 

war and peace, beads made of semiprecious stones, punch-marked silver 

and copper coins, terracotta figurines, glass bangles and ornaments. A 

hoard of 539 silver coins belonging to periods ranging from the 3rd century 

B.C. to the 5th century A.D. furnishes considerable cultural data. The first 

group of coins (69) is assignable to the pre-Mauryan period, the second 

group (272) to the Mauryan and Guptas times. The coins found at the site 

indicate that there was probably a mint at the site for fabrication of punch-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boudh
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marked coins. The similarity of some coins of the punchmarked coins of 

Asurgarh with those found at Bijnor and Paila near Koushambi, and the 

similarity in texture of fabric of some pottery types of Asurgarh with those at 

Ahicchatra further indicate that there was a brisk trade during the Mauryan 

period between Asurgarh and prosperous towns like Koushambi and 

Ahicchatra in North India as also with places like Sripura, Vidisha and Ujjain 

in Central India. 

Asurgarh bears a special importance as far as the Atavika people are 

concerned. These people find mention in the Ashokan edicts and are 

considered to be constituted the fighting forces of Kalinga against Ashoka in 

his famous Kalinga War. The Atavika land comprised roughly the present 

districts of Kalahandi, Bolangir and Boudh-Sonepur regions of Central and 

Western Orissa and Bastar in Chhatishgarh. 

 Baunsuni 

Two brick temples of late medieval period are found in the village 

Baunsuni. The old platform of the temple could have accommodated twenty 

such temples. The image of Kartikeya representing both cock and peacock 

and that of Mahisamardini Durga in a small shelter are interesting from 

archaeological point of view. These invite comparison to the Lingaraj and 

Parvati temple at Bhubaneswar.  The site appears to be a very promising 

one for excavation. 

Early Historical Sites 

Budikon: Budikon near Puramunda is a place of pre-historic cemetery. 

The large stone structures are completely disintegrated on the eroded soil. 

Jamtangi: The archaeological survey that took place in 2001 at the 

west-south-west end of the pipeline to north-eastern corner at the Bagh Jhor 

proved largely free of anthropogenic remains. At the time of survey, the area 

lay under a cover beans and was partly used for grazing. Two sites were 

selected for survey. One was planted with beans and the other was a 

pasture land. 

Marjakud: The village Marjakud situated on the river bed of Mahanadi 

just on the other side of Boudh town is under Boudh NAC. It is an island 

splitting the river into two parts. This place is reported to be the pre-historic 

site as surveyed by B.Tripathy in 2000A.D.. A few archaeological materials 

were visible at the time of survey. The pottery found from Guriamunda is 

described as Black and Red Ware(60%), Black Polished Ware(20%), Red 

Slip Ware(10%) and Dull Red Ware(10%), thus placing it in the early historic 

period. 

Tentulipali: Tentulipali located 24 kilometers to the west of Boudh town 

is a place of pre-historic significance. Pottery shreds of early historic period 
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dominate the dark grey soil. The area is littered with Black Slip Ware, Black 

and Red Ware and other typical early historic wares. It is taken to be a single 

period site. About 10 Hindu burials have been counted. The villagers recount 

that the deceased once lived in the present-day village of Tentulipali. The 

skulls of the extended burials point to the north. Such burials are marked 

with a row of three to five stones occur.  

Gandharadi 

The village Gandharadi, close to the bank of the river Mahanadi and 

situated at a distance of 14 kms from Boudh town, is reputed to be the 

ancient capital of Gandhamardana, one of the kings of the locality. The ruins 

of a large fort are noticed right from the temple site in the shape of brick 

structures and on earth mounds. It is generally believed that mentioned in 

the Boudh plates of Ranabhanja-I and Gandharas as the same as 

Gandhatapati, a village mentioned in two early grants of the Bhanjas of 

Khinjall Mandala. The remains of the fort and township at Gandharadi 

cleanly indicate that it was a place of considerable importance in the early 

medieval period. 

Twin Temples 

The temples at Gandharadi were built originally on the banks of the 

river Mahanadi but are now located some distance away from the altered 

course of the river. These two temples-- Nilamadhava dedicated to Visnu 

and Siddheswara dedicated to Siva-- are unique in the sense that these two 

are identical temples built side by side on a common raised plinth. They are 

built of sandstone and the surface carving is in a highly obtruded condition. 

Later, a few stone implements in Khondalite have been added. 

The crowning element (Ayudha) like the chakra of the Nilamadhava 

temple and the lingam of the Siddheswar temple are carved of fire grained 

Chlorite. Siva temples are normally crowned with a trident and as far as we 

are concerned this appears to be the only example in India of crowning a 

lingam. 

Each of the temples has a rectangular Mukhasal with a two tiered flat 

roof, but there is no clerestory of air passage between the two roofs. 

According to Dr. R.D Benarjee, the Mukhasala was having four pillars. The 

architectural organization of the Mukhasala is identical with that of the 

Chaurashi temple at Chaurasi. There are also images of Mahisa Mardini 

Durga, Bamana, Matsya, Kurma and Varah. On the windows and doors we 

found Naga pillars which are typical in style. 

The main structure where we found the presiding deity is made 

somewhat unusual at the middle of the structure. Siva is represented with 

Lingam made of Chlorite in the Siddheswara temple. The main deity of the 
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Visnu shrine is four armed with necessary ayudhas. There are two images of 

Lord Visnu carved in fire grained chlorite; one is placed inside the sanctum 

and another in a corner of the Mukhasala. 

The most unusual feature of these temples is that they are placed on 

an elevated plinth which is itself decorated in a manner to that of the main 

temples. We find at least four base moldings at the pa-bhaga. 

The twin temples at Gandharadi have architectural significance. 

Generally in Odisha, a Rekha temple has an Amlaka, Chandrika store, but 

here in Gandharadi we find only a Khapuri on the Beki of the temples. There 

is no Kalasa and Dhwaja. 

The shrines of Gandharadi signify the peaceful co-existence of Saivism 

and Vaisnavism in this area, probably in the later half of 9
th
 century A.D. 

Star-shaped Temples 

The star shaped temples of Boudh dedicated to Paschima Somonatha, 

Bhubaneswar and Dhabaleswara Siva occupy an important place in the 

spectrum of medieval Odishan temple building style. These temples stand in 

the compound of Rameswara temple which belongs to a later period. 

The star shaped temples are made of red sand stone or Rangadalima 

of a poor quality and the stone implements are said to have been imported 

from modern Bonai region. 

The three temples star shaped in plan gave tiny rectangular porticos in 

front of each shrine. The building of such temples in an unusual manner 

bears Tantric significance.  

Each temple houses a linga placed on a star shaped Yogi Pitha and 

each shrine is raised on a high plinth with steps leading up to it. The star like 

plan results in the shrine having seven Konakas each treated as pilasters 

decorated with a Kanya and Kirtimukha with garlands. The most popular 

Kanya Konakas are represented with a Varavahaka. The star shaped plan of 

the temples results in the absence of only Rahas. The shrines have 

Navagraha lintels over the entrances and scroll motifs are there with 

Kirtimukhas. 

The very compound of the Rameswar temple is also interesting from 

archaeological point of view. Many lingas are octagonal at the base and are 

round at the top; they are placed inside the compound of the temple. 

Besides, a half constructed shrine having actual order of temple building 

style, probably belonging to a later period, is also found.  

Statues of Lord Buddha  

Boudh was flourishing centre of Buddhism. It is evident from three 

statues of Lord Buddha found in the town and its vicinity. Boudh was 

previously a vassal state under the Bhoumakars of Tosali, who was great 
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patrons of Buddhism. This explains the flourish of Buddhism in this region. It 

is believed that the name of this town is changed from Dhritipuspa (ancient 

capital of the Bhanjas of Khinjli Mandala) to Boudh which indicates the 

influence of Buddhism in this region. 

Near Ramgarh, there is a village named Sakusinga, which is most 

probably misspelling of the name Sakya Simha. Lord Buddha was also 

known as Sakya Simha, lion among the Sakyas. In this area two statues of 

Lord Buddha have been found.  

At Boudh Town 

The image of Buddha in Bhumisparsa mudra is found near the royal 

palace of Boudh. There are also Bronze images of Maitrege and 

Sankhanatha Lokeshara. The site where the statue is placed clearly 

indicates the existence of a vihara or monastery. Large store slabs, bricks 

and other material are found in nearby places. The image of Buddha is 

placed on a lotus shaped plinth with decorated motifs. This site badly needs 

an excavation which will no doubt yield a monastery of 9
th
 century A.D. 

At Syamsundarpur  

The image of Buddha in the same pose and posture is found at 

Syamasundarpur, somewhat 14 or 15 kms from Boudh on the old pilgrim 

road. The site clearly indicates the existence of a monastery. The plinth 

where Buddha is seated is decorated with Yaksya and Bodhisatva images. 

The images are carved at the base of the plinth. 

At Pargalpur   

The Buddhist site at Pargalpur is about 17 kms away from Boudh on 

the old pilgrim road. The image of Lord Buddha is placed in a temple which 

was constructed in a later period. The image is now in a fragmented 

condition. The pose of the image is the same as that of the one at 

Syamasundarpur.  Along with the image of Buddha many subsidiary deities 

are also found.  A few figurines with crossed leg carved on stone are also 

found. 

The above sites clearly indicate that Buddhism had a strong presence 

in this area. Further research will reveal the importance of Puspagiri Vihara. 

Most probably the great monastery of Puspagiri existed in or around Boudh. 

Po-si-po-ki-li mentioned by the famous Chinese traveler Wuan Chwang may 

be identified with the village Paragalpur where the great monastery might 

have been existed. As we have no other evidence of Buddhist sites nearby, 

Wuan Chwang must have crossed the river Mahanadi at Boudh on his way 

from Kongoda (modern Ganjam) or Kosala (modern Sambalpur-Bolangir 

region). 
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Sarasara  

Baba Baidayanath is worshipped along with the Shaktipitha at Sarasara 

at a distance of 5 kms from Boudh town. A stone wheel with 12 spokes and 

a seated figure in the middle is worshipped in the temple premises.  

Deogarh 

In this village, which is 20 kms away from the town, a fragmented 

image of a dwarapala, most probably that of Bhringi, which is associated 

with Lord Siva is found. Pre-historic implements like ringtones have also 

been found here. 

Purunakatak  

Purunakatak, which literally means old city, was one of the earlier 

places of settlement of the Bhanja rulers of Khinjali Mandala. The village 

Salakata near Purunakatak is most probably named after Silabhanja Dev of 

Boudh. The temple of Bhairavi located at Purunakatak at a distance of 30 

kms from Boudh town is an ancient shaktipitha. 

Jagannath Temples 

There are two temples dedicated to Lord Jagannath; one is located in 

the old pilgrim route on the banks of the Mahanadi. This temple is assigned 

to post-Muslim period. Since the establishment of this temple, Car Festival 

has been the main festival of this region. Another temple of Lord Jagannath 

is situated on the banks of the Mahanadi which is assigned to the British 

period. 

Nayakpada  

The village Nayakpada is situated at a distance of 10 kms from Boudh 

town via Sarasara. On the outskirt of the village can be noticed a naturally 

modeled rock shelter formed of solid granite rock. The rock shelter has been 

formed due to the detachment of a huge boulder from the original rock. The 

inner area and outer face of the rock shelter have subsequently been 

rendered smooth for human habitation. The floor of the rock shelter has 

been plastered of cement mortar. An open terrace in front of the cave has 

been formed by the use of several stone fragments and debris.  

Caves in Kantamal  

In the Kantamal and Ghantapara region of this district, we find caves 

which are associated with legendary episodes. 
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Nanden (25 kms from Boudh) 

Caves at Nanden, locally called as Panchupandavas, about 25 kms 

from Boudh, depict tribal war scenes. The images are carved on the stone 

slag. 

Kardi  

The temple of Mahadev dedicated to Lord Siva is found here. The 

temple is completely destroyed by the villagers as it was in a precarious 

condition. The temple also housed deity of Lord Ganesha. The stone 

implements of the temple show that it is similar to the temples of the 

Rameswara and Gandharadi. 

Rise of Mandala States and Boudh under the Early Bhanjas 

The history of Boudh from the ancient period till the first quarter of 8
th
 

century is obscure. However, the history of the region is more or less clear 

with the rise of Mandala states. In medieval Odisha, there were a large 

number of Mandala States like Kongoda Mandala, Khinjali-Mandala, 

Svetaka Mandala, Kodalaka-Mandala, Yamagartta-Mandala, Khijjinga-

Mandala etc. Emerged out of political necessity, they enjoyed a great degree 

of autonomy and authority under the sovereignty of the Bhaumas. The 

Bhauma rulers strengthened their supremacy with their capital at Guheswara 

Pataka (Jajpur) being encircled by these Mandala states. 

Khinjali Mandala was established by the Bhanjas in Sonepur, Baud and 

Angul regions in the middle of the eighth century AD. The Bhanjas were 

originally a tribal people and later they got themselves merged in Hindu 

culture and religion. They claimed that were descendants of the solar race of 

Vasistha gotra. It is probable that a branch of Bhanja family migrated to 

Khinjali Mandala where they founded a kingdom. From the records of 

Bhanjas of Khinjali Mandala, we know that these Bhanjas were egg-born 

(Andaja-Vamsa-Prabhavah).The inscriptions issued from Dhrtipura are 

generally found in the Sonepur, Boudh and Dasapalla regions. 

Prof.N.K.Sahu suggests that it might be the town of Baud.‖,‖ He observes 

that the rich antiquities of Baud    (Boudh) town ―warrant a strong supposition 

that this place was the headquarter of Bhanja kings of Khinjali Mandala 

before it assumed its Buddhistic significance.‖ There is fairly a good number 

of inscriptions of different kings of this branch from which we are able to 

construct a genealogy. The pedigree of this branch runs as follows: 

1. Silabhanja- I alias Angadi (730 AD- 755 AD) 

2. Satrubhanja- I alias Gandhata (780 AD – 800 AD) 

3. Yuthasukhadeva alias Ranabhanja-I(800 AD – 858 AD) 
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The dynasty was founded by Silabhanjadev also called Angadi. He was 

succeeded by his son Satrubhanja who is also known as Gandhata and 

Nettabhanja. Satrubhanja founded the town of Gandhatapati identified with 

modern Gandharadi near Boudh. After him, his son Ranabhanja became the 

ruler of Khinjali Mandala. During his early career he was a devout Vaishnava 

and later was inclined to Saivism, probably under the influence of his queen 

Vijaya Mahadevi who was a Kadamba princess. Vijaya Mahadevi built the 

temple Vijayasvara Siva in the village Vahirabada on the bank of Mahanadi. 

King Ranabhanja built the twin temple of Sidheswar Siva and Nilamadhava 

Vishnu at Gandhatapati (Gandharadi). 

Silabhanja‘s charter has not been discovered till date. In the record of 

his successors he has been described as a powerful king. Madras Museum 

plates reveal that Silabhanja had acquired proprietary right over a village 

named Tadesvara in Khindarisringa Mandala which comprised the four 

estates of Dharakota, Shergada, Badagada and Sarada in Ganjam district. 

Sonepur Charter gives that Satrubhanja, the son of Silabhanja was ruling 

over Ubhaya-Khinjali Mandala. Mahanadi was the line of demarcation 

between the Mandalas. Uttarapalli comprised of the area adjacent to 

Birmaharajpur and Boudh and Phulbani area constituted Dakshinapalli. 

Further, rayara visaya of the inscription has been identified with present 

Rohela village near Binika. All these suggest that the Khinjali Mandala was 

an extensive territory covering Boudh, Sonepur and Kandhamal districts. 

Interestingly, Satrubhanja has taken the sectarian epithet Parama-

Vaishnava (a devotee of Lord Vishnu) but the inscription starts with an 

adoration of Lord Vairava. It may be interpreted as: the personal religious 

persuasion was Vaishnavism but popular inclination was towards Saivism. 

The king wanted to respect both the sentiments. Might be, there were two 

prevalent strands or currents of religion, the king did not want to be on the 

side of one against the other. Rather he attempted at a syncretism between 

the two. 

Ranabhanja succeeded his father Satrubhanja-I.  He had a very long 

reign of 58 years. In the records of his first part of his reign, he has been 

described as Parama Mahesvarain in the 9th year of his reign and Parama 

Vaishnava from the 11
th
 to the 26

th
 year of his reign. But in 54

th
 and 58

th
 

years he was again Parama Mahesvara. He had another epithet 

Stambhesvari-lavdha-randhi-prasada. But he used the conventional 

invocatory verses in praise of Siva- Nataraja in all of his grants. 

Ranabhanja had become powerful towards last part of his reign and 

assumed the title Maharaja unlike his predecessors as revealed in his Boudh 

Grant. The contemporary political situation indicates that the Bhaumakaras, 

the suzerain authority of the Bhanjas, have started declining in power 
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towards the second half of 9
th
 century AD. The Bhaumakaras failed to keep 

their feudatories. Due to the distance factor from Toshali to Khinjali, the 

Bhaumakaras could not maintain the status of suzerain power. However the 

Bhanja rule in Khinjali Mandala could sustain for long period. If Toshali was 

away, Koshala was nearer. The Somavamsi king Janmejaya I attacked 

Khinjali Mandala. Ranabhanja crushed the sword with Janmejaya I alone 

without getting help from the Bhaumakaras. He was defeated and killed in 

battle. Thereafter the Bhanja family shifted to Vanjulavaka (Bhanjanagara). 

Khinjali Mandala was under Somovamsi rule in the name of Odra-Desa. 

Boudh under the Later Bhanjas 

Boudh region constituted Khinjali Mandala in 8
th
 and 9

th
 century AD with 

its capital at Dhritipura (Boudh) under the Bhanja dynasty. The Somovamsis 

of Kosala conquered it in later half 9
th
 century AD and made it the second 

province of their kingdom in the name of Odra-Desa. The Ganga Emperor 

Chodagangadeva occupied it in about 1100 A.D. After defeating the 

Kalachuris and capturing Kosala from them, the Ganga Emperor 

Anangabhimadev III in 1220 A.D made an administrative unit known as 

Paschimadesa comprising Sonepur and Boudh regions. Literary evidences 

speak of a Brahmin ruler Gandhamardanadeva of Boudh visaya. He adopted 

Anangabhanja, a prince of the Bhanja family of Keonjhar as he had no sons 

to succeed him. Anangabhaja became the founder of the rule of the later 

Bhanja dynasty of Boudh in the early part of 14
th
 century A.D. The later 

Bhanja rulers belonged to Kasyapa Gotra of solar race and changed their 

title Bhanja to that of Dev. Peacock was their royal emblem. 

The early history of the later Bhanja dynasty is known from two copper 

plate charters of Kanaka Bhanja and Solan Bhanja. The history of Boudh 

region remains obscure during the period when Bhanudev III (1352-1378) 

was the imperial Ganga ruler of Odisha,. The later Ganga rulers and 

Gajapati rulers were busy in northern and southern military campaigns 

against the Muslim ruler of Bengal in the north and the Vijayanagara and 

Bahamani rulers. They paid least attention towards south Odisha. Therefore 

they were left to their own fate.  A chronological history of the later Bhanjas 

is not possible due to lack sources. The genealogy of the 44 Bhanja rulers 

as per Boudh Rajavamsavali is given below. 
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1. Ananga Dev 

2. Aniruddha Dev 

3. Balabhadra Dev 

4. Damodara Dev 

5. Jagannath Dev 

6. Dhananjaya Dev 

7. Padmanav Dev 

8. Basudeb Dev 

9. Banamali Dev 

10. Gobinda Dev 

11. Abadhuta Charana Dev 

12. Sadananda Dev 

13. Raghunath Dev 

14. Narasingha Dev 

15. Pitambara Dev I 

16. Mrutyunjaya Dev 

17. Gopinath Dev 

18. Bhubaneswara Dev 

19. Mukunda Dev 

20. Ramakrushna Dev 

21. Gadadhara Dev 

22. Gangadhara Dev 

 

23. Ramachandra Dev 

24. Hararudra Dev 

25. Pratap Dev 

26. Arjun Dev 

27. Birabara Dev 

28. Bishalakshya Dev 

29. Sidheswara Dev 

30. Chandrasekhara Dev  

31. Madana Mohana Dev 

32. Banamali Dev 

33. Damana Dev 

34. Rajendra Dev 

35. Nilambara Dev 

36. Sarangadhara Dev 

37. Tribikrama Dev 

38. Madhusudana Dev 

39. Jagateswara Dev 

40. Biswambhara Dev 

41. Chandrasekhara Dev II 

42. Pitambara Dev II 

43. Jogindra Dev II 

44. Narayana Prasad Dev 

 

Boudh under Muslims- Afghan Rule (1572 A.D-1576 A.D) 

There is paucity of records to give a clear picture of the relation of the 

Muslim rulers with Boudh. Since the Muslims of Bengal had protracted 

struggle with the Mughals of Delhi for possession of Odisha, Boudh was 

almost side-tracked unless there was a plan of the Muslims to approach 

Cuttack through Jharkhand or through Barmul pass. Yet the Raja of Boudh 

found it expedient to maintain good relation with the Muslim power. During 

the rule of Raja Pratap Dev some Muslim officers with their contingents were 

passing through the state towards Puri. Some of them caught fever and a 

party was forced to halt there for about a month. Raja Pratap Dev provided 
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them hospitality and helped them in their treatment. This friendly behaviour 

of the Raja own for him the goodwill of the Muslim authority and secured for 

him from the Muslim power the title ―Swasti Sri Dhirlakhya Dumbadhipati 

Jharkhand Mandaleswar‖ which was used by the rulers of Boudh till the time 

of Raja Banmali Dev. 

Boudh under Mughals (1576 A.D-1707 A.D) 

Though Odisha was under the Mughal rule from 1576 A.D to 1707A.D, 

no records pertaining to the administration of Boudh are available about the 

period. Therefore, it is difficult to construct a coherent political history of 

Boudh state. Basing upon the literary records, the reign period of few Rajas 

are given below. 

Sidheswar Dev (1600A.D-1630 A.D.) 

Sidheswar Dev became ruler of Boudh in 1600 A.D. During his time 

Boudh state was extended from Kamai muhan near Kontilo in the east to 

Udandi muhan in the west. Sidheswar Dev failed to rule the eastern tract 

properly due to long distance from the headquarters. He made a gift of this 

portion including Dasapalla to his younger brother Narayan Dev on the 

condition that he should govern it under the orders of the Raja and that only 

cases of minor importance should be disposed of by him, those of greater 

importance being sent up to the chief. Narayan Dev fulfilled this condition for 

some time, but gradually began to exceed his power by disposing of serious 

cases himself. Hearing this, Sidheswara Dev decided to take action against 

his brother. Narayan Dev took shelter under the Raja of Kendrapada. A 

council of sardars and the people was called by Sidheswara Dev and it was 

resolved unanimously to recover the possession of Narayan Dev by force. 

However, Narayan Dev submitted to the Raja of Boudh and agreed to 

comply with the condition. He was allowed to take the possession of 

Dasapalla tract. But after the death of Sidheswara Dev, Narayan Dev ruled 

Dasapalla independently. Thus Dasapalla was separated from Boudh state 

in the first half of seventeenth century A.D. 

Balabhadradev, the third ruler of Chauhan dynasty, ascended the 

throne of Sambalpur in 1605. The period of his reign was glorious. He 

wanted to expand the territory of Sambalpur state. His covetous eyes fell on 

Boudh. The Jaya Chandrika of Prahallad Dubey narrates that he had to fight 

Sidheswaradev of Boudh, who was militarily strong. Balabhadradev could 

not defeat Sidheswaradev easily. The war lasted twelve years. Failing in his 

mission, Balabhadradev had to take the help of Bhikha Raya, his feudatory 

chief of Sarangagarh. With his help, he defeated Sidheswardev, who  was 

captured and pardoned. He had to cede Sonepur which now came under 

Sambalpur. Sidheswaradev was succeeded by Chandrasekharadev-I, 

Madanamohanadev, Banamalidev and Damanadev. A strip of territory lying 
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between the Kharang river on the west of Boudh and Amaimuhan was given 

by Raja Madan Mohan Dev as dowry to his daughter who married in the 

Chauhan royal family of Patna state.     

Boudh under the Naib Nazims of BengaL (1707 A.D-1751 A.D) 

Rajendradev, Nilambaradev, Sarangadharadev, Tribikramadev, 

Madhusudandev, Jagateswardev were the ruling chiefs of Boudh during the 

Naib Nazims of Bengal.   

Boudh under Maratha Rule (1751 A.D-1803 A.D) 

The Maratha contact with the territory of Boudh was conspicuous. The 

reason for this was that the Maratha administration at Cuttack was controlled 

by the government at Nagpur and there was a regular march of Maratha 

troops from Nagpur through Barmul pass or other routes in western Odisha. 

As this vital communication link between Raghuji Bhonsla Raja of Nagpur 

and Cuttack passed through the territory of the Raja of Boudh, Boudh drew 

special attention of the Maratha administration at Cuttack. The Raja of 

Boudh, like the other Rajas of Western Odisha, was paying tribute 

(peshkush) regularly to the Maratha rulers and was found to have 

maintained friendly relations with the Marathas. Once some Maratha officers 

went to Sonepur for collection of peshkush, but a few persons at Sonepur 

entered into a conspiracy to kill them. At this sudden development, the 

Marathas were frightened and fled to Boudh for shelter. The insurgents of 

Sonepur continued to chase them even into the territory of Boudh. As a 

friendly gesture to the Maratha Government, the Raja of Boudh imprisoned 

those miscreants and sent them to Nagpur. The ruler of Nagpur was very 

much pleased with such friendly behaviour of the Raja of Boudh and 

conferred him the title‖ Swasti Sri Prabala Pratapaditya 

Pratapadansamparnna Jharkhand  Badshaha‖. But such friendly relationship 

between Boudh and the Maratha rulers was strained in 1800 A.D. Vinkoji, 

the younger brother of Raghuji, came from Nagpur to pay a visit to Jagannth 

at Puri and was expecting reception from the Raja of Boudh on the way. 

Raja Biswambar Dev did not pay any such respect and thus fell a victim to 

the wrath of Vikoji. As a result, he sent a detachment from Cuttack to punish 

the Raja. Biswambara Dev was defeated. He was allowed to rule as a 

feudatory ruler by paying regular tribute to the Marathas. 

Boudh under British Rule (1803 A.D-1948A.D) 

Biswambara Dev (1778 A.D-1817 A.D) 

The state of Boudh, situated near the Barmul Pass which separated 

Odisha proper from Central Provinces, was looked upon as a buffer state 

occupying a strategic position and its chiefs were looked upon and treated 

as allies rather than vassals of the paramount power and no tribute or 
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Nazarana was ever demanded from the chiefs. The Boudh chief Biswambar 

Dev had a powerful army, the help of which was sought after by the 

Paramount Power in quelling disturbances in his own territory or any 

subordinate state. In appreciation of such help, Boudh was rewarded with 

proud titles of honour. 

The modern history of Boudh begins in 1803, the year which saw the 

occupation of Odisha by the British East India Company. The Marathas were 

driven away from Odisha by the company. Major Forbes chased the 

Marathas who retreated to Nagpur. Barmul Pass was occupied by the British 

on 2
nd

 November 1803 and that closed the entry of Marathas to Odisha. 

Colonel Harcourt, who commanded the troops of the East India Company, 

called upon the chiefs to enter into treaties with the British. Treaties were 

executed by most of the chiefs in 1803 but owing to the peculiar position 

then held by the Boudh state further negotiations were necessary and it was 

in the next year in 1804 that the then chief Raja Biswambar Dev executed 

treaty engagement tendering his allegiance to the East India Company. 

There was no mention of tribute or peshkus in the treaty, nor any restrictions 

imposed on the ruler as to the internal administration of the state. The state 

enjoyed full internal autonomy. 

Separation of Panchara Pragana  

During the reign of Biswambar Dev, the territory of Panchara Pragana 

extending from river Bagh to river Mehruni was ceded to Sonepur state in 

1780-81 A.D. It is variously said that the transfer of the area was a reward 

for some help or payment of dowry or repayment of a loan on the condition 

that the Raja of Sonepur was only to enjoy the revenue right of the Pragana. 

But the Raja of Sonepur occupied it permanently violating the condition. The 

matter was settled by the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals in favour of 

Sonepur. Since then Panchara tract remained a part of Sonepur state till the 

merger of princely states with the Province of Orissa (Odisha) in 1948 A.D. 

Chandrasekhara Dev II (1817 A.D-1839 A.D) 

Chandrasekhara Dev II succeeded the gadi of Boudh state in 1817 

A.D.  He executed a Kabuliyat to pay Rs 3,750 (Kaldar Sicca) to the British 

for a period of five years i.e. from 1821 to 1825. After the transfer of Boudh 

from the Raja of Nagpur to the British, Raja of Boudh had to execute another 

agreement for the payment of the same amount as paid previously to the 

British. But there was a considerable reduction in the amount of peskush to 

the British after the alienation of Athmallik from Boudh. 

Separation of Athmallik 

The state which was known as Athmallik was considered  a part of 

Boudh and not an independent state. For the collection of rents in that 
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portion of Boudh which lay to south of the Mahanadi, the Khonds and 

Sudhas were appointed as Sarbarakars of muthas and a similar 

arrangement was in force for the tract lying to the north of the river and 

known as Athmallik, where a single Sarbarakar was in charge of collection. 

The only difference was that the former being in charge of comparatively 

small areas were called sardars, while the latter was called samanta, on 

account of greater importance of the charge. There was no material 

difference between them, nor was the samanta of Athmallik vested with 

greater powers. The Athmallik Samanta was the sardar of eight maliks, just 

as there are in Boudh officers called Satmalik and Baramalik who are in 

charge of seven and twelve muthas respectively. On the death of a 

Sarbarakar or Samanta, his successor on paying a nazar was recognized 

receiving a sari from the Raja in return. In former days Athmallik apparently 

had no distinct purohit (priest and spiritual guide) of its own, but under the 

order of the Raja of Boudh, one used to go there from Boudh. On the British 

conquest of Odisha, the chief went to Sambalpur to make his submission 

and have his tribute settled. 

After the Raja had returned home, Laximidhar Deo samanta also went 

to Sambalpur and got a separate tribute fixed for Athmallik by representing 

the British officer that Athmallik was independent of Boudh. However, he 

continued to make an outward show of allegiance to the Raja of Boudh. After 

the death of Laximidhar Deo Samanta, his son Ramachandra Deo Samanta 

also took the sardari sari from Raja Chandrasekhara Dev of Boudh.  All this 

time the Athmallik samanta continued to pay tribute to British rulers and had 

obtained receipts from them and no objection had yet been raised on the 

part of Boudh. 

Till 1819 A.D, the Raja of Boudh had jurisdiction over Athmallik. But 

that year the British made a separate Kabuliyat with the Samanta of 

Athmallik. The territory of Boudh together with Athmallik was included in 

South-West Frontier Agency till 1837A.D, when they were transferred to the 

Orissa Division. The chief of Athmallik was then officially Known as Zamidar 

and was being addressed as Samanta. In 1874-75, during Pitambara Dev, 

the chief of Athmallik was officially recognised as Raja and he was allowed 

to have the hereditary title of Raja. In 1890 A.D, the then Raja Narandra Dev 

Samanta was given the title of Maharaja as a personal distinction on account 

of his good administration. But Athmallik was not treated as a separate state 

till 1894 A.D when the Chief was granted a Sanad, the terms of which were 

identical with those contained in the Sanads of the other chiefs of Odisha. 

Thus the period of Chandrasekhara Dev II witnessed the process of 

vivisection of Boudh state. 
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The Khond Uprising (1837 A.D-1846 A.D)  

The state of Boudh was transferred from South-West Frontier Agency 

to the Superintendent of Tributary Mahal, Cuttack in April 1837 A.D. 

Chandrasekhara Dev II, the Raja of Boudh imposed some more taxes on the 

people of lowland. He tried to realize the same taxes from the Khond 

inhabitants of Highland (Kandhamal). But the Khonds considered 

themselves   the owners of the soil and they would not part with their land on 

any ground whatsoever. They apprehended that their land would be 

appropriated by the British. They were also very much vexed with exaction 

of forced labour and undue imposition of taxes. Further, Chandrasekhara 

Dev II made an attempt ―to subject certain lands hitherto held by the Khonds 

rent free to assessment.‖ But the universal complaint of the Khonds was 

against the imposition of any land revenue or taxes which they and their 

ancestors have not been in the habit of paying. Besides, the oppression from 

the British authorities and Raja, the Khonds suffered miserably in the hands 

of native agents who were appointed by British authorities. In order to realize 

money from them even their cooking utensils were carried away forcibly. The 

Raja had a nominal authority over the Khonds. While the British authorities 

imposed maximum on the Kondhs, their condition gradually worsened. 

When the oppressive rule was no longer tolerable, the Khonds violently 

revolted against the British authorities. Raja Chandrasekhara Dev II became 

helpless. The rebel Khond chief Nabaghana Kanhar with the help of Veer 

Kanhar was able to establish a revolutionary government. Boudh practically 

remained in a state of anarchy. 

Chandrasekhara Dev II was a great patron of literature. He himself was 

the author of Prema Manjari, Sangita Sataka and  Damayanti Bilasha 

Pitambara Dev II (1839 A.D-1879A.D) 

Pitambara Dev II succeeded Chandrasekhara Dev II in 1839 A.D. His 

reign was marked by turbulence in the state. Nabaghana Kanhar and Veer 

Kahnar, supported by Chakra Bisoi of Ghumusar, established a 

revolutionary Government in Boudh state. It became a matter of grave 

concern for British authorities. Further, The British authorities decided to 

abolish Meria, a form of human sacrifice. The Khonds offered human blood 

to their goddess Dharani Penu for high yielding of crops. It was an age old 

practice of the Khonds.  G.E.Russel, Campbell, Henry Ricketts made 

attempts through persuasion to stop such an evil practice. But Meriah 

system was so deep rooted that any attempts made by the British for its 

suppression evoked sharp reaction among the Khonds. Under such 

circumstances, Boudh state was placed under S.C.Macpherson, the Meria 

agent. As a result, the Khonds of Boudh state under the leadership of 

Nabaghana Kanhar rose violently against S.C.Macpherson.. Simultaneously, 
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there arose anti-British uprising of the Khonds in Ghumusar, 

Chinakhemundi, Dasapalla and Patna state. 

During the rainy season of 1846 A.D, the Khonds deserted their 

villages and fled to the inaccessible parts of jungle carrying all their grains 

and valuable articles with them. At this juncture, Chakra Bisoi took the 

leadership. On the advice of Chakra Bisoi, the influential leader of the 

Khonds of Boudh sought the help of Somanath Singh, the Raja of Angul. 

The Raja assured him his full support for the cause of the Khonds. He even 

agreed to lend his troops for that cause and sent emissaries in different 

directions to enlist support of the Khonds. Thus the Khond leaders like 

Chakra Bisoi, Nabaghana Kahnar, Veera Kahnar, and Maheswar Kanhar 

jointly instigated the people of neigbouring territories to rise against the 

British administration. They burnt villages and forced inhabitants to desert 

villages and take shelter in inaccessible jungles 

In October 1846, the Government decided to break off the connection 

of the Raja of Angul with the Khonds. On 15
th
 January 1848, the Angul Field 

Force under the command of Col. Campbell marched for that purpose. On 

22
nd

 January, Angul was captured by the British. Somanath Singh was sent 

to Hazaribagh as a state prisoner and Angul was directly managed by the 

British authorities. Captain Macpherson started military operation and burnt 

the empty villages. The Khonds made no sign of submission although all 

their principal places were in possession of the British troops. The camp of 

Macpherson was often attacked by the Khonds led by Chakra Bisoi, Veera 

Kanhar and others. In such a situation, the Government of Madras 

immediately dispatched experienced military troops to Ghumusar and 

Boudh. Captain Dunlop led the Paik Companies and they compelled the 

Kanhar families to surrender. Veera Kanhar and Nabaghana Kanhar 

surrendered and were later placed in confinement. But A.J.M. Mill suggested 

the release of these Khond chiefs in order to achieve the desired goals in the 

Khond land. He further pleaded that in order to abolish human sacrifice in 

the Khond areas; the policy of the Government should be to seek the 

cooperation of the Raja of Boudh, Pitambara dev II. However, by the zealous 

exertion of General Dyce, Col. Campbell and Captain Dunlop, the situation 

in Boudh came under control. With some exceptions most of the influential 

leaders in Boudh completely submitted to the British authorities. 

On 15
th
 February 1855 E. A. Samuells issued a proclamation for all the 

Kanharas, Malikas, Majhis, Dehuris, Pradhans etc of Boudh Meliahs to put 

an end to their insurrectionary activities. Attempts were made to settle them 

as ryots. The British government proposed to bring Boudh under their direct 

management. Raja Pitambara Dev II was asked either to agree to the 

government offer or to barter the territory for a pension. The Raja refused to 

surrender his estate. However, he agreed to pay an additional tribute of 
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Rs300 per annum towards the expenses of the British Government for 

suppressing the disturbances. He was even prepared to meet all demands 

and pay in installments. 

After restoring peace and order in Boudh state, Kandhamal was 

separated from Boudh and put under the direct management of British 

Government in 1855. Raja PItamabara Dev II submitted several petitions to 

British government for amalgamation of Kandhamal with Boudh, but the 

government paid a deaf ear to his petitions. E. A. Samuells, the 

Superintendent of Tributary Mahals issued proclamation on 15
th
 February 

1855 declaring that ― the Khonds would  consider themselves no longer 

under the control of the Rajah of Baud and that thenceforth they would be 

treated as subject of the Sircar, ..…was issued without the sanction or 

authority or approval of the Government of Bengal or of the Government of 

India and as such it is ultra vires and invalid and therefore cannot have 

extinguishing effect the claim of the memorialist (the Raja) for the restoration 

of the Khondmals.‖ 

According to the Memorials of Boudh state, ―When the Superintendent 

sends, parwanas to the Boadh Raja asking him to quell these disturbances, 

the Raja invariably says in reply that his orders are not obeyed in the 

Khondmals and that he has no power over that place. Relying upon this 

reply the government at their own expense have brought sepoys again in 

order to quell the disturbances in the Khondmals. If this tract is again made 

over to the Raja, it will go to ruins. This cannot be allowed. The prayer 

seems to be astonishing. What does the Raja think? When the Sircar at 

great expense twice restored order in the Mals and to the unfitness of the 

Raja, disturbances twice reappeared, will such a thing be done for the third 

time? Does the Raja think that the Government will repeatedly incur heavy 

expenses and throw away the money? If it is a fact, as the Baud Raja writes, 

that he has some right in the Khondmals, then he is answerable for the 

murders, dacoities, incendiarisms, thefts that are being committed during the 

last five years by the Khondmal men. Under these circumstances it will be 

necessary for the Sircar to remove the Raja from the Baud state and to pass 

proper orders regarding his offences. If the Raja has no right or possession 

in the Khondmals it is quite improper for him to make this petition. On the 

other hand, he should be very glad that the Sircar has taken possession of 

the Mals in order to remove the disturbances. The prayer of the Raja in his 

petition that the Sircar after removing the disturbances and paying all the 

money will make over to him the right to receive rent from Bargichha and 

others or any other portion of the Khondmals is not fit to be granted. If he 

had any intention of receiving the rent from Khondmals, he should have first 

removed all these disturbances. He has not done this. The Sircar do not for 

themselves demand any rent from this place. They have taken over the 
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charge of the Khondmals in their own hands in order to protect their own 

territory Ghumsur. Whether the Khondmal will in future be amalgamated to 

Ghumsur or retained in Cuttack will be for them to decide. Up to now no 

order has been passed to this effect.‖ 

Pitambara Dev II was a generous and pious king.He provided 

hospitality to the cholera affected tourists in the vicinity of Rameswar temple 

when they returned from Puri during Nabakalebara. He built Sri Gobindji 

temple, installed Radhakrishna image and started the work of the 

construction of Lord Jagannath at Boudh. 

Pitambara Dev II established many new villages. During his time 

Boudharajavamsavali was composed in 1870 A.D by Pandit Padmalochan 

Rajguru who was rewarded with gold, grain, cloth etc. for his notable literary 

work. 

Jogendra Dev (1879 A.D-1913 A.D) 

Pitambara Dev II was succeeded by his eldest son Jogendra Dev on 

5
th
October 1879 A.D to the gadi of Boudh state. His younger brother‘s were 

Baidyanath Dev and Kartikeswara Dev. Kartikeswara Dev was adopted by 

Raja Bhagirathi Mahendra Bahadur of Dhenkanal and came to be known as 

Dinabandhu Mahendra Bahadur. 

Jogendra Dev married the two daughters of the Raja of Sonepur; 

Suryamani Devi in 1880 and Saudamini Devi  in 1884.He had five daughters 

and one son, Narayana Prasad Dev from his queen Saudamini Devi. 

Jogendra Dev was a benevolent and generous ruler. His reign  has 

been marked for all round development in the state. He popularized 

education by opening schools throughout the state. English education was 

for the first time introduced by him into the state in 1884. A vernacular school 

was opened at Ramgarh in 1885. Many lower and upper primary schools 

were opened in different places across the state. The Upper English School 

was established in the capital Boudh in 1912 A.D. with its fine building and 

commodious hostel, dedicated to the memory of the King Emperor Edward 

VII. Now this school has been upgraded and named as Jogendra Dev High 

School. About 57 schools were established during the reign of the Raja 

Jogendra Dev. His activities in the cause of education drew the approbation 

of the then Superintendent of Tributary Mahals of Orissa (Odisha). 

Jogendra Dev introduced allopathic treatment in Boudh. He paid 

attention to the development of agriculture by digging ponds, tanks and 

canals. A number of graingolas (grain godown) were set up in most of the 

villages to help the people in the time of drought. New roads were 

constructed for better communication. Two police stations and seven 

outposts were established for maintenance of peace and order in the state. 
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Jogendra Dev completed the construction of the Jagannath temple as 

well as the palace which stands till now in the name of ―Jogendra Vilas 

Palace‖. He died in March 1913, leaving the state in sound financial 

condition. During his life time, he sent memorials to the British Government   

several times for restoration of the Kandhamal to Boudh, but to no effect. 

This was a severe blow to him.   

Narayan Prasad Dev (1925 A.D-1948 A.D) 

Narayan Prasad Dev, the last chief of Boudh was born on 14
th
 March 

1904. His father died while he was a minor of nine. Therefore, Boudh state 

was managed by court of wards. Dewan was in charge of the administration. 

Narayan Prasad Dev was sent to the Raj Kumar College at Raipur for 

education. He had a very brilliant career in college, not only in the academic 

line but also in games and sports. He passed the diploma examination in 

1922-23 and had the distinction of taking the first place in examination over 

all candidates from all the Raj Kumar Colleges in India. After leaving the 

College in 1922-23, he was put under training in administration in his own 

State. He was given a sound training in law and procedure and vested with 

magisterial and civil powers. His work during the training period was much 

appreciated by the political officers, as the following extract from the remarks 

of the Assistant Political Agent, dated 18.12.1923 will show: I was very much 

impressed with the progress made by the Minor Chief and especially the 

activity which he shows in going to every part of the State and the keen and 

intelligent interest which he is showing in every branch of the 

administration.The Raja married Rani Satyabati Devi, the daughter of Raja 

Bibhudendra Deo Samant of Athmallik. 

Raja Narayan Prasad Dev ascended the gadi on 31
st
 March 1925, at 

the age of 21. He established a tannery, and an Industrial Training Center in 

Boudh state. He established three Middle English Schools at Purunakataka, 

Manamunda and Kantamal and two Primary Schools, one for boys (N.P.Dev 

Primary School) and another for girls in his capital Boudh. A new road was 

constructed from Manamunda to Ghantapada with its extension to Khadang 

river during his time. The publication of Purnachandra Bhasakosa was the 

most remarkable literary achievement for which Rs 5000.00 was spent from 

the royal treasury. The book was printed in the Jagadish Press.  Raja 

developed the Jagati village and renamed it Narayan Nagar. 

In 1894, 1908 and 1915, Sanads were issued which restricted the 

powers of rulers in criminal jurisdiction, imposition of taxes, transit duties, 

settlement and collection of land revenue, the administration of justice and 

arrangements connected with excise, salt and opium, etc. Accordingly,  Raja 

Narayan Prasad Dev became a mere figurehead in the state when real 

power was exercised by the Political Agent. The Raja was instructed to send 
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a copy of the budget to the Political Agent each year. This reduced the 

power of the ruler to a considerable extent and for all practical purposes, it 

appears, the state was under the grip of the Political Agent. 

Prajamandal Movement 

Although the British Indian Government imposed restrictions by Sanads 

and Treaty Engagements, the rulers of the garjats became tyrannical and 

oppressive. People were exploited through several means like Bethi (free 

labour), Beggari (free service in carrying the baggages of the officials on 

tours), Magan (free gift to royal ceremonies) and Rasad (free supply of ration 

to officials). The Raja Narayan Prasad Dev of Boudh was no exception to it. 

As a result, many uprisings were organised by the people at many places in 

Odisha against the maladministration of the Rajas. All those uprisings were 

suppressed brutally by the Rajas, supported by the Paramount British 

power. 

 In course of time, the sporadic uprisings took the shape of popular 

democratic movements with the formation of ―All India States People‘s 

Conference‖ in December 1927. The Orissa States People‘s Conference 

held its first session at Cuttack in 1931 under the president ship of 

Bhubanananda Das. Sarangadhara Das and some others made fresh 

attempts to reorganise the movement in 1936-37. The conference enquired 

about people‘s grievances and asked the ruling chiefs to consider the 

demands. However, the chiefs resorted to repressive measures and 

suppressed the movements. 

After the formation of Congress Ministry, Congress leaders encouraged 

the people of the feudatory states. As a result, Prajamandal or People‘s 

associations were formed in a number of feudatory states of Odisha. The 

leaders of Prajamandal submitted the charter of demands i.e. abolition of 

Bethi, beggari, Magan, Rasad and collection of illegal taxes to the ruling 

chiefs .But the Chiefs were not prepared to recognise such organisations 

and rejected the demands of the people outright. 

Prajamandal Movement turned to be a more organised popular 

movement in spite of repressive measures taken by ruling chiefs. The years 

1938-39 saw the culmination of the movement. The Boudh Prajamandal 

Committee was constituted in 1930 under the presidentship of Damodar 

Danduasi. Bhagaban Panda, a close associate of Sarangadhar Das, was the 

Secretary of the committee. The other members were Dasarath Pradhan- 

Vice-President, Madhab Kanhar, Durga Charan Panda, Narayan Pradhan, 

Dukhu Dalbehera. Sarangadhar Das came to Boudh on 18
th
 November 1946 

to attend a meeting at Baghiabahal. Bhagaban Panda and his followers 

extended a warm welcome to Sarangadhar Das at Manamunda ferry ghat. 

He was accompanied by some members of Sonepur Prajamandal 

Committee. Police took recourse desperate methods to disperse the mob, 



35 
 

blocked the Ferry Ghat Road but failed in their goal. Sarangadhar Das 

reached Baghiabahal and addressed a large gathering which instilled the 

spirit of protest in the minds of the people against the oppressive rule of the 

Raja.  Raja Narayan Prasad Dev declared the meeting illegal and started 

taking repressive measures to foil the meeting. The police resorted to  lathi 

charge which forced Arjun Menuli, Jagannath Khataua, Shyam Sundar 

Pradhan, Brundaban Biswal to surrender. Madhab Kanhar was threatened of 

imprisonment but he bravely replied, ―We will keep our unity even at the cost 

of our lives‖. Danduasi also defied the order of the Raja, stating that ―Boudh 

Prajamandal Committee had taken the oath of achieving freedom from the 

clutch of feudal rule‖. The Raja, in fact, failed to suppress the popular 

movement. 

The Boudh Prajamandal Committe held its second meeting at town 

Hatapada on 19
th
 November 1946. By the order of the Raja, the State Police 

attacked the mob and started lathi charge. The people who attended the 

meeting ran here and there out of fear and the meeting was dispersed. 

Some members of the committee were injured. Durga Charan Panda was 

severely wounded and taken to the hospital immediately. The news was 

published in The Prajatantra to create public opinion against the Raja. With 

the support of the State Congress leaders, people of Boudh State continued 

their movement till India achieved Independence. 

Secret Association 

In 1930, a secret association was formed with a view to organise an 

agitation in the Boudh state against the oppressive and tyrannical rule of the 

Raja, his state officials and against the increase of land revenue and forced 

labour (Bethi). The active members of this secret association were Rai 

Sibakumar Deo, a close relation of the Raja; Prahallad Bisi, a High School 

teacher; Prem Sankar Pattnaik, a Congress worker; Krupasindhu Meher, 

Muhammad Azim Khan, Chakradhar Mishra, Basa Karna, Gouri Shankar 

Rajguru, Shasi Sekhar Mishra, Chintamani Tripathy and a few others. They 

published news about the oppressive rule of the Raja and his officials and 

criticised the enhancement of land revenue and the practice of forced labour. 

The Raja came to know about the formation of this secret organisation and 

adopted severe measures to suppress the agitators. Rai Sibakumar Deo 

was put under house-arrest with confiscation of his properties. Prahallad 

Bisi, Prem Shankar Pattnaik, Chintamani Tripathy and Balaram Mishra were 

physically assaulted and humiliated. False cases were filed against them. 

Some of them namely Prem Sankar Pattnaik, Chintamani Tripathy and Shasi 

Shekhar Mishra were imprisoned. Muhammad Azim Khan was forced to 

surrender his property. The association, as result of such high-handed 

measures adopted by the Raja, could not proceed any further. This marked 

the end of an early attempt to start popular agitation in Boudh state against 

the misrule of the Raja. 
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The secret association coupled with Prajamandal movement made the 

Raja unpopular in the state. Even he was disliked by his own kith and kin 

after the arrest of Sibakumar Deo. Fearing danger to his life, he fled to 

Calcutta and breathed his last on 30
th
 August 1956. 

Boudh state was merged with the Orissa Province on 1
st
 January 1948. 

Kandhamal which was separated from Boudh since 1855 was attached to 

Boudh with its headquarters at Phulbani.  Boudh-Kandhamal formed one of 

the 13 districts of Odisha till Boudh was made a separate district in 1994. 

Post-independence Period 

After the merger of the feudatory state with the Province of Orissa in 

1948, it became a part of the national mainstream. In view of its link with the 

erstwhile ruling family and its role in the Prajamandal Movement, two 

political forces came into play up to the 1970s.  

The Ganatanra Parishad (GP), a regional political party formed by 

former rulers of the erstwhile princely states and big landlords, had a 

presence in Boudh from 1950 to 1962. It merged with the Orissa unit of 

Swatantra Party in 1962. Anirudha Dipa of Ganatantra Parishad and Natabar 

Pradhan of Swatantra Party represented Boudh in the Legislative Assembly. 

Natabar Pradhan was a Cabinet Minister in the Ministry led by Biswanath 

Das in 1971 and by Nilamani Routray in 1977. 

The other political force was represented by the Congress Party, the 

Jan Congress and independents. Himansu Sekhar Padhi , who first 

contested as an Independent, later joined Jan Congress and became a 

Deputy Minister in the Council of Ministers first headed by Harekrusna 

Mahtab in 1957 and then by R N Singhdeo in 1967. He was also elected 

from the Congress-I in 1980. Satchida Nanda Dalal of the Janata Dal was 

elected twice in 1990 and 1995 and in 1998, as a member of the Biju Janata 

Dal, he was elected Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly. Pradip Kumar 

Amat, who served as the Speaker of the Assembly from 2009 to 2014, is the 

present Finance Minister in the cabinet headed by Naveen Patnaik.  

Boudh district today thus plays its important and rightful role in the 

mainstream politics of modern Odisha. 

Religious Synthesis 

Boudh is a seat of several religious cults such as Buddhism, Saivism, 

Saktism Vaisnavism, Mahima Cult and Jagannath Cult  in the last several 

hundred years. The ruling chiefs of Boudh maintained cordial relations with 

Muslim, Mughal, Maratha and British rulers in different periods in its history.  
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Buddhism 

Gautama attained enlightenment and became Buddha in 530 B.C. and 

preached the new faith in different parts of India and abroad. His new faith 

posed a challenge to orthodox Brahminism. Many Buddhist councils were 

held in different parts of the country. Buddhist literature was produced in Pali 

language to popularize the faith among the rural and urban people of India. It 

had great influence in north India.  We are in dark about the ancient history 

of Odisha from 6
th
century B.C to 3

rd
 century B.C.  However, Buddhism was 

prevalent in Kalinga from early times as is known from Pali literature. 

Tapassu and Bhallika, the two merchants of Ukkala (Utkala), are regarded 

as the first lay disciples of Buddha by the Anguttara Nikaya and Jatakas. 

Asoka attacked Kalinga in 261 B.C. The horror and the miseries of the war 

brought about a great change in the mind of Asoka. He embraced 

Buddhism.  He firmly believed that it was through Buddism that the spiritual 

and moral upliftment of people could be achieved. But Boudh was not 

affected by Asoka‘s endeavor.  . 

The first century of Christian era marked the spread of Buddhism in 

North-Western India. Kaniska patronized Mahayana Buddhim in which 

Gandhara School of Art came to be developed by the Indo-Greeks. The 

image of Buddha was the imagination of Greeks, one similar to their great 

God Apollo. Gandhara art had the hand of a Greek but the heart of an 

Indian. Mahayana Buddhism gained popularity in north India under the 

patronage of Harshavardhan and it was spread to other parts of India in later 

stages. Mahayana was transformed in to Vajrayana (Tantrayana) during this 

period propagated by 84 sidhacharyas. These three sites in Boudh town, 

Samsundarpur and Pargalpur need further excavation for more findings 

about Vajrayana Buddhism. The Buddhist sculpture in Boudh may be the 

influence of Gandhara School of Art and Mathura of School of Art.   

Saivism 

Saivism is one of the popular and oldest of all religions of India. Its 

origin can be traced back to the time of the Harppan culture. The figure of a 

three-faced male god, seated in a yogic posture found at Mahenjodaro is 

said to be the first image worship of the aborigins. They also worshiped siva 

linga or phallus as is known from the discovery of Harappan culture. It is 

difficult to say exactly when Saivism penetrated into Odisha. 

Archaeologically, the advent of Saivism in Odisha can be traced to Gupta 

rule in the 5
th
 century A.D. A good number of stone and brick temples were 

erected in which Hindu deities were enshrined. With the march of time, the 

Gupta style of temple architecture was adopted by the Odishan architects. 

Sasanka conquered Kalinga in 7
th
 century A.D. and took vigorous steps for 

ascendancy of Saivism in Odisha, which resulted in the decline of Buddhism. 
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Saivsm seems to have become state religion of Sailodbhavas, the 

kings of Kongodamandala (Ganjam). Through the early Bhaumakara rulers 

were Buddhists, they also patronized Saivism. The Bhanja rulers of Boudh 

being the feudatories of Bhaumas were loyal to their overlords and spread 

saivism in Khinjalimandala. The twin temple of Gandharadi and Rameswar 

siva temple are the bright examples of early Bhanja period which exist still 

today in Boudh district. These temples belong to the early phase of kalingan 

style of stone temples. 

It is thus evident from the above noted records, saivism became a 

polupar religion in Boudh. Large numbers of siva-lingas are found scattered 

in the vicinity of Gandharda and Rameswar temple. The siddheswar 

(Gandharadi) temple being crowned with Siva-linga revealed that the people 

of this region have borrowed the original linga worship from the Indus 

people. Saivism continued to exist in Boudh under the patronization of later 

Bhanjas in medieval and modern period. A number of Siva temples were 

erected on the bank of Mhanadi.  . Now Saivism has become a living force in 

Boudh.  

Vaisnavism 

Vaisnavism is also one of the oldest religions of India but not older than 

that of Saivism. It can be traced to Rig-Vedic period. Odisha has been a 

great centre of Vaisnavism from the very early times. Archaeological 

evidences suggest its existence from the very early times of the Matharas, 

the contemporary of the Guptas. The Matharas embraced the religion and 

constructed monuments in honour of Visnu. They had established their rule 

in about 350 A.D. at Sripura (near Paralakhemundi) and rose to the height of 

power in 5
th
 century A.D. Their kingdom was extended from the Mahanadi in 

the north to the Krishna in the south, as is known from Nigandi grant of 

Pravanjana Varma. The Matharas constructed a temple dedicated to Visnu 

on mount Mahendragiri. Under Sailodbhavas, Bhaumakaras, Somavamis 

Vaisnavism received a setback as they were worshippers of Lord Siva and 

hence patronized saivism in their kingdoms. Bhaumakras gave royal 

patronage to Buddhim. Some Bhauma rulers were great worshippers of Lord 

Visnu as is known from archaeological evidences. Among the feudatories of 

Bhaumakaras, the Bhanjas of Khinjilimandala (Boudh) practiced 

Vaishnavism along with Saivism and Saktism. The twin temple of 

Gandharadi dedicated to Lord Siva and Lord Visnu clearly indicates the 

synthesis of Saivism and Vaisnavism during the early Bhanja rule. Thus 

Boudh became a sacred meeting place of Saivites and Vaisnavites. 

Saktism 

On the basis of archaeological evidences, the concept of Sakti worship 

can be traced to the Indus civilization. The Indus people believed female 

energy as the source of creation and thus began to worship Goddess Durga 

or Kali. Sakti worship was assigned to all ages of Indian history. On the 
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basis of available archaeological data we can presume that this powerful 

religion made its appearance in Odisha during the 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 century B.C. 

Some of the Nagini and Yakshini sculptures are found in the vicinity of 

Bhubaneswar. The Stambheswari cult was the earlier prevalent form of 

worship of Sakti in Odisha. It was a tribal form of worship. In this cult a 

stambha of wood or stone was worshipped as Goddess. It is still a popular 

form of worship in Boudh, Athmallik, Sonepur and other parts of western 

Orissa. 

During Bhauma period Sakta tantric worship gained importance in 

Odisha. The Bhaumakaras were Buddhists but Buddhism was mixed from of 

worship where Buddhism, Saivism, Saktism and Tantrism were 

amalgamated. The Bhanja rulers of Khinjalimandala (Boudh) patronized 

sakti worship and established a number of sakti pithas. The chief female 

deities like Durga, Vairabi, Chandi, kali, Parvati, Maheswari, Chamunda, 

Narghanta, Dakshina Kali, Pitabali are being worshipped by the people of 

Boudh even today. For example Chandital a village of Laxmiprasad 

Panchayat, is a place of sapatamatrika worship where the images of 

saptamatrikas are found, carved in relief on a rectangular stone slab. 

Jagannath Culture 

Lord Jagannath has been proclaimed as Buddhavatara by Indrabhuti, 

the 42
nd

 Sidhacharya of Vajrayana Buddhism in the preliminary prayer of 

Jnana Sidhi in 717 A.D. 

Pranipatyam Jagannatham Sarvajana Vararchittam 

Sarva Buddhamayam Sidhi vyapinam Ganganapamam 

Indrabhuti the King of Uddiyan, (Sambalpur) propagated the prayer to 

Lord Jagannath in Boudh, Sonepur, Sambalpur region. 

According to early literary sources, the aborigional tribe Sabara was 

worshiping Lord Jagannath as Nilamadhava. Later, Buddhists, Jains, Saivas, 

Saktas, Vaisnavas and Ganapatayas have accepted and adorned Lord 

Jagannath as their tutelary deity. Lord Jagannath takes the shape of all and 

is worshipped in all manners and by all people irrespective of their caste, 

sect, creed and religion. 

After Chodagangadeva‘s conquest of Utkal, Lord Jgannath was 

declared the state deity. Thereafter the feudatories of Gangas and Gajapatis 

worshipped lord Jagannath in their respective states. The Car Festival was 

observed prior to the inception of the Buddha. Lord Jagannath‘s Car Festival 

is believed to be of Buddhistic origin. In 7
th
 century A.D. Harsha arranged a 

grand festival where a golden image of the Buddha was carried in a 

procession. 
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The Car Festival was observed with much sanctity during Gangas and 

Gajapatis. The decline of Gajapati rule marked a dark period in the history of 

Odisha.. The repeated attack of Muslims was a blow to Jagannath cult for 

about more than three decades. However, Raja Ramachandra Dev of Bhoi 

dynasty installed the three deities in the temple of Lord Jagannath in Puri as 

desired by Akbar the Great.  He revived the Car Festival in Puri. 

It was not possible in those days for people to go to Puri to witness the 

Car Festival. So naturally the local chiefs observed the Car Festival in their 

states. According to common belief, untouchable people were not allowed to 

step in the temple to have a glance of Lord Jagannath. As they were 

deprived of the darshan of the Lord, Car Festival was celebrated to allow 

everyone to have a glimpse of the Lord. These days, Car Festival is 

celebrated in almost all major cities of the world. 

Car Festival is being observed with great dignity and sanctity in Boudh 

town and in many villages in the district. The scholars of Boudh have the 

view that the present iron chariot of the Lord was built by Jogendra Deva. 

The Car Festival in Boudh town is very attractive for its grand decoration. A 

large crowd assembles every year to have a glance of the triad-- Lord 

Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra. About 70 Jagannath 

temples are there in Boudh district. 

Mahima Dharma 

The Mahima Dharma (Satya Mahima Alekha Dharma or Satya 

Sanatana Mahima Dharma, the true path of Indescribable grace) is a Hindu 

sect prevalent mainly in Odisha and Chhattishgarh. Most of the followers are 

to be found in the Adivasi and Dalit dominated areas in Western Odisha. It is 

a strict monotheistic faith unlike Hinduism in which families do worship an 

array of deities. 

The founder of Mahima Dharma was Mukunda Das, who later came to 

be known as Mahima Gosain.  He was born sometime in the first part of 19
th
 

century in the village Balasinga in Boudh state. His father was Ananta 

Mishra as is described in Volume II of Mahima Vinod of Bhima Bhoi. The first 

known report of Mahima Gosain's existence appeared in Utkal Deepika in 

1867.  

It is believed tha Mahima Gosain was in deep meditation in the caves 

of the Himalayas for several years. From there, he travelled to many regions 

and at last appeared in Puri in 1826 as Dhulia Gosain, where he settled on 

the dusty roads of the pilgrim town. People used to ask him queries on their 

well being and, surprisingly, his answers happened to be true. It is also 

believed that once he was invited to Mukti Mandap and there he confirmed 

Brahma is Nirguna and Sunya. 
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From Puri Gosain moved to the caves of Khandagiri and to Dhauligiri. 

During that period, he lived on water alone for twelve years and people used 

to call him Nirahari Gosain. In 1838, he moved to Kapilas hill of Dhenkanal 

district and spent twenty-one days in Atma Yoga Samadhi (unification of 

human mind) with balkal of the kumbhi tree (bark of careya arborea), leaving 

behind his clothes on a huge round stone. A seven-hooded snake spread its 

hood covering his head. The nearby area of the forest was illuminated by the 

luster of Gosain‘s body. On the 21st day, a tribal namel Sadananda of 

nearby Deogram village, witnessed the magnificent Atma Yoga Samadhi 

and served fruits to Gosain for twelve years during his stay at Kapilas. For 

this, Gosain came to be known as Phalahari Gosain. The next twelve years 

he survived on cow's milk alone, rendered as service by the ruler of 

Dhenkanal, King Bhagirathi Bhramarbar Bahadur. Both the king and the 

queen had the opportunity to witness Gosain on top of Kapilas hill and would 

serve him milk in new earthen pots. 

Govinda Das, whose earlier name was Jagannath Das, prayed to 

Mahima Gosain to be initiated as his disciple. Mahima Gosain initiated him 

as his first disciple and then instructed him to go and stay at Balasinga near 

Boudh and propagate the new religion in Boudh, Sonepur and Rairakhol 

region. Gobinda Baba came to Balasinga and established a Matha or 

Ashram there. Within a short period, Govind Baba went to Kankanapada and 

initiated a blind cowherd boy who belonged to Khond tribe of Odisha. 

The spread of Mahima Dharma brought a new wave in the social and 

religious life of Odisha. By the end of the nineteenth century, about one-sixth 

of the population of Odisha-Chhatishgarh region, especially farmers and low 

caste people got initiated into the new religion. It conferred on women and 

untouchable people a new sense of dignity that enabled them to question 

the discrimination inherent in Brahminical Hinduism.    

Bhima Bhoi being the torch bearer of Alekh Mahima Dharma sincerely 

devoted himself to the propagation of the faith in Western Orissa. Therefore, 

Boudh definitely served as the nerve centre of Alekh Mahima Dharma in 19
th
 

and 20
th
 century. It was a reformation movement within the Hindu fold.   

 Alekh Babas, who never sleep at the same place in two consecutive 

nights, are found wandering in this region. 
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CHAPTER-III 

POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHY 

Introduction 

Spread over an area of 3,098 sq.kms, Boudh district has a population 

of 441, 162, of which 221,625 are male and 219, 537 female, as per 2011 

census. The district accounts for 1.99 percent of the state‘s territory and 

shares 1.05 percent of the state‘s population. The density of population of 

the district is 142 per sq km, as against 270 of the state.  It has 1187 villages 

(including 70 un-inhabited villages) covering 3 blocks, 3 Tahasils and 1 

Subdivision. Scheduled Caste population is 104,934 (23.8 %) and 

Scheduled Tribe population 55,364 (12.5 %). The literacy percentage of the 

district is 71.6 against 72.9 of the state. As of 2011, Boudh is the second 

least populous district of Odisha, after Deogarh. 

Highlights of the 2011 Census 

a. Boudh is the 22nd district of the state in terms of size and 29th in 

terms of population. 

b. Boudh is the 30th urbanized district in the state having 4.63 percent of 

its population living in urban areas as against 16.69 percent of the 

state‘s urban population. 

c. In terms of population per square km, Boudh is 25th densely 

populated district in the state. 

d. Boudh occupies 11th rank in terms of sex ratio.  

e. There are 70 uninhabited villages in the district whereas no village in 

the district is having a population of more than 5000. 

f. Sarsara is the most populated village having a population of 4093.  

g. Manamunda police station is having highest (317) number of villages 

in the district. 

h. Baunsuni P.S is having the having lowest (89) number of villages.  

Boudh, which has only one subdivision, is divided into 3 tahsils, 3 

blocks and 6 police-stations. The district headquarter Boudh is the only one 

urban area managed by N.A.C Boudhgarh. 
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The population of each such administrative unit is given below: 

 

Name of the 
Administrative Unit 

Area 
In sq.km 

Population Male Female 

Boudh District and Sub Division 3098 441,162 221,625 219,537 
Kantamal Block 693.01 148,385 74,238 74,147 
Boudh Block 655.06 145,519 73,069 72,450 
Harabhanga Block 524.57 126,834 63,826 63,008 
Boudhgarh (NAC) 20.72 20,424 10,492 9,932 
Kantamal   P.S  77483   
Manamunda  P.S  106227   
Baunsuni P.S  43817   
BaudhSadar  137398   
PurunaKatak P.S  36887   
Harbhanga P.S  39350   

Growth of Population 

The district records an increase of 64.38 per cent rise in population in 

the last three decades. The population grew from 268,366 in 1981 to 

441,162 in 2011.The growth of population from decade to decade is given 

below and the growth in the last decade from 2001 to 2011 is 18.16%. 

Growth rate from 1901 to 2011 

Census 

Year 
Males Females Total  

Decadal 

Variation 

Percentage 

of decadal 

variation 

Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1901 165955 168081 334036   

  Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1911 187789 190250 378039 44003 13.17 

Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1921 186534 189821 376355 -1684 -0.45 

Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1931 203618 208051 411669 35314 9.38 Kandhamaland Boudh 

1941 222690 227369 450059 38390 9.33 

Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1951 226733 230157 456895 6836 1.52 

Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1961 255685 258742 514427 57532 12.59 

Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1971 310233 311442 621675 107248 20.85 

Kandhamaland 

Boudh 

1981 135003 133363 268366 40464 17.75 Boudh 

1991 159860 157762 317622 49256 18.35 Boudh 

2001 188155 185217 373372 55750 17.15 Boudh 

2011 221625 219537 441162 67790 18.16 Boudh 

Density 

The density of population of the district is 142 per sq. km. as against 

270 person per sq.km of the state. In terms of population per square km, 

Boudh is 25th densely populated district in the state.The density of 

population of the district as per the 2001 census was 121. 
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Rural-Urban Distribution 

The total population of 441162 persons in the district is distributed into 

420,738 rural and 20,424 urban in the ratio of 95.37% per cent and 4.63% 

per cent respectively. 

Rural Population 

In 2011, there were 1,117 inhabited and 70 uninhabited villages (total 

1,187 villages of 3077.28 square km) in the district. The total rural population 

of 420,738 persons (211133 males and 209605 females) lives in these 

inhabited villages. The average population size per inhabited village thus 

comes to 376.66. It is much below the state average. 

In the following statement, the proportion of different size of villages to 

the total number of villages and the population of such villages to the total 

rural population (in percentage) is shown according to the Census of 2011. 

Population range Number\ Percentage Number of inhabited villages in 

each range  

 2 3 

1-499 Number 830 

500-999 Number 216 

1000 - 1999 Number 65 

2000 - 4999 Number 6 

5000 - 9999 Number 0 

10000 + Number 0 

District Total Number 1,117 

Urban Population 

Boudh town which is the only town and the district headquarters has a 

population of 20424persons (10492 males and 9932 females). 

Town Name Total   
Households 

Total 
Population 

of Town 

Total Male 
Population 

of Town 

Total 
Female 

Population 
of Town 

Total Scheduled 
Castes 

Population of 
Town 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Baudhgarh (NAC) 4559 20424 10492 9932 5496 

 

Town Name Total 

Scheduled 

Castes  Male 

Population of 

Town 

Total 

Scheduled 

Castes  

Female 

Population of 

Town 

Total 

Scheduled 

Tribes 

Population 

of Town 

Total 

Scheduled 

Tribes  

Male 

Population 

of Town 

Total 

Scheduled 

Tribes  

Female 

Population 

of Town 

1 7 8 9 10 11 

Baudhgarh (NAC) 2804 2692 497 270 227 
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Displaced Persons 

As a result of the partition of the country a large number of persons 

from West Pakistan (present Pakistan) and East Pakistan (present 

Bangladesh) were displaced not only geographically but also socially and 

economically. They were settled in different parts of the country. The total 

number of such migrants to this district from 1946 to 1951 was 122 (65 

males and 57 females) of whom 29 have settled in rural areas and 93 in 

urban areas. All the displaced persons have adopted non¬agricultural 

professions. 

The distribution of population by age and sex according to the Census 

of 2011 is given below. 

Sex Ratio 

In 2011, the number of females per thousand males in the district sex 

ratio was 991, higher than the state ratio of 979.   

The following statement presents the sex ratio of Boudh district from 

1901 to 2011. 

Boudh District (22) 

Sex ratio of the State and district, 1901-2011 

Census 
Year 

State District 

Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1901 1,037 1,039 967 1,013 1,013 0 

1911 1,056 1,058 947 1,013 1,013 0 

1921 1,086 1,089 963 1,018 1,018 0 

1931 1,067 1,071 924 1,022 1,022 0 

1941 1,053 1,058 914 1,021 1,021 1,029 

1951 1,022 1,029 881 998 999 961 

1961 1,001 1,015 807 990 991 949 

1971 988 1,002 845 989 992 927 

1981 981 999 859 988 992 913 

1991 971 988 866 987 989 939 

2001 972 987 895 984 987 937 

2011 979 989 932 991 993 947 

Note : Sex ratio has been defined here as the number of females per 1000 males 
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Sex Ratio by Sub-district, 2011 

Sr.No. Name of Sub-district Sex ratio 

Total   Rural Urban 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 03127-Kantamal 1001 1001 0 

2 03128-Manamunda 999 999 0 

3 03129-Baunsuni 990 990 0 

4 03130-Baudh Sadar 977 982 947 

5 03131-Puruna Katak 1026 1026 0 

6 03132-Harbhanga 965 965 0 

 
District: 391-Baudh 991 993 947 

Religion 

 Hindus are found in great majority inBoudh district. Their strength in 

2011 was 439632. They were followed by Muslims (892), Christians (275), 

Sikhs (4) and Buddhists (10). The statement below illustrates the religious 

divisions of the people of the district and their growth rate during the decade 

2001-2011. 

Sl.No Religion 2001 2011 
1 Hindu 372070 439632 
2 Muslim 747 892 
3 Christian 239 275 
4 Sikh 2 4 
5 Buddhist 4 10 
6 Jain 4 6 
7 Others 12 12 
8 Religion not stated 294 331 

Hinduism 

Among the Hindus, most are semi-Hinduised aboriginals. They have 

adopted Hindu customs and worship Hindu gods. They claim to be orthodox 

Hindus, but side by side worship their own tribal gods and sylvan deities. In 

every village there is almost invariably a village priest who is known in 

different names such as guru, dehuri, jani, etc. They appease the evil spirits 

and the sylvan deities of the tribe with sacrifices of buffaloes, goats and 

fowls. The villagers do not conduct any auspicious work without worshipping 

the village deities who are represented by a log of wood or a stone smeared 

with vermilion and usually located in dense forest. The village deities are 

worshipped on the occasion of every religious ceremony and also on special 

occasions like the outbreak of epidemics, famine, etc. The priests get 

remuneration from the villagers for their service. These village deities are 

also worshipped as Durga, Bararaul, Jogini, etc. The worship of the 

gramadevati is conducted with great pomp and show on the Mahastami of 

the Durga Puja. At some places goats and buffaloes are sacrified. 
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 Hindus of the district are polytheists. They worship gods and 

goddesses in temples dedicated to Lord Jagannath, Siva, Radha-Krushna, 

Sakti in her various manifestations; and other deities. People congregate 

near these temples on different festive occasions like Rath Yatra, Durga 

Puja, Sivaratri, Dola Yatra, etc. Usually, in a Hindu household when a child 

falls seriously ill, the parents make religious vows to offer special puja before 

some deity for the recovery of the child and perform puja in the prescribed 

manner. In case it is not done a fresh danger of a more serious magnitude is 

apprehended. Women also offer special puja to deities in the hope of 

begetting issues, particularly sons. 

 Hindus offer worship to the Sun-god daily while taking bath and a 

libation of water is made in his honour. Many abstain from eating fish or 

meat on Sunday which is ceremonially observed as it is the sacred day for 

the Sun-god. The Earth is described as the holy mother of all living things 

and the giver of all good and is regarded as a benignant female deity. 

People worship the Earth goddess during agricultural operations. Besides 

the Sun and the Earth, the planets like Sani and Rahu are also worshipped 

on certain occasions. Thursday is considered an auspicious day as it is the 

day of Goddess Lakhmi and is observed with religious devotion mostly by 

womenfolk. 

The Pipal (Ficusreligiosa), Banyan (Ficusbengalensis), Bel  

(Aeglemarmelos), mango (Mangiferaindica), Anla (Phyllanthusemblica), 

Duba (Cynodomdactylon),  Asoka (Janesiaasokasaracaindica), Barkuli 

(Zezyphus), Bakul (Mimusopselengi) and Tulsi (holy basil) are considered 

sacred by Hindus. In almost every Hindu household, there is a chaura or a 

sacred place where Tulsi is planted and worshipped. Every evening, lighted 

wicks are offered by the housewife before the chaura. 

Siva is the most revered among the gods in the Hindu pantheon. Lord 

Siva grnts prayers of devotees quickly for which he is also called Asutosh. 

The followers of Saivism worship Him in the name of Mahadev, Nilakantha, 

Rudra, Sankar, etc. The Siva temples at Boudh, Jagati, Sarsara, Mallisahi, 

Bandhugora in Boudh police station; Bisiparha in Phulabani police station; 

Baligurha in Bali¬gurha police station; Dapala in Manamunda police station; 

Bhejigora, Burubuda and Raniganj in Harabhanga police station; Chakapad, 

Purunagarh and Dungi in G. Udayagiri police station; Dadagamaha and 

Daniguda in Raikia police station; and Kotagarh in Kotagarh police station 

are known as important centres of Siva worship in Boudh¬Khondmals 

district. The pilgrims usually visit these places on the Sankranti day and 

during Sivaratri festival and worship the deity. The devout Saivites use three 

horizontal lines of sandal wood paste on their forehead as religious mark 

and wear rudraksha mala round their neck. 
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The district has been a seat of Sakti worship.  Of the Saktapithas, the 

places Bandhagarh and Balaskumpa are important. The goddess Bararaul 

at Bandhagarh in Phiringia police station is worshipped with great pomp and 

ceremony in the month of Jyaistha (May-June) which attracts a large crowd 

consisting mostly of the Kandhas. The object of worship is a piece of stone 

said to have been unearthed by a Kandha while ploughing the field. The 

other SaktaPitha is at Balaskumpa in Khajuriparha police station. The village 

contains a shrine of Bararaul, a goddess identified with Durga of the coastal 

districts of Orissa. The blessings of the deity are invoked in wedding and 

other ceremonial occasions and her aid prayed for in times of sickness. In 

the bright fortnight of Aswina (September-October) of every year there are 

large gatherings when offerings of rice, milk, sweet-meats, goat, sheep, fowl 

and buffalo are made. 

Caste 

Caste plays an important role in the socio-economic life of the people of 

the district, although the concept of caste is getting irrelevant these days. A 

general discussion of various castes is given below. 

Bhulia 

The Bhulia is a weaver caste. They are said to have migrated from 

Chhatisgarh and speak Laria Language. The Bhulias of the district occupy a 

higher rank than the ordinary weavers and assume the honorific title of 

Meher. Their settlements are found in  the villages Harabhanga, 

Purunakatak, Kelakata, Butupali, Balipur,  Baghapali, Marjakud, Boudh town, 

Khuntbandha, Narayana Nagar, Jagati, Haripur, Sidhapur, Sahajpal, 

Kanakpur, Mundipadar, Banapali, Jamghati, Baunsuni, Maulimunda, 

Tikirapada, Dahya, Raksha, Khaliapali, Nuapali, Manamunda, Palasaguda 

and Gabjur. Weaving is their main occupation. Now they take the advantage 

of different Government schemes and form weaving societies in different 

places of Boudh district.The weaving is so fine with unique design that, it has 

a great demand beyond Odisha.Manamunda, Banapali, Gabjur are famous 

for gamuchha (towel), Kabata (old sari), Bomkai pata matha respectively. 

Butupali is known as second Pipili for appliqué work. They worship Hindu 

gods and goddesses. Besides, they celebrate Railo Usha with pomp and 

show, as mentioned in folk ballad. 

Brahmins 

 Brahmins occupy the higher rank in society.They are found in different 

parts of the district. They are divided into two Brahmin classes, viz., Jhadua 

and Oriya or Utkaliya. They act as priests and are engaged to worship the 

deities during fairs and festivals. They also conduct marriages. Before the 

arrival of the Bhanjas, according to legend, the ancestors of Jhadua 
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Brahmins were ruling the old Boudh or Jharkhand areas. At that time many 

Brahmins got Jagir lands and were engaged in cultivation. 

Gauda  

 Gaudas settle in different parts of the district.Originally they were 

divided in to Magadha and Nanda Gauda. They claim to belong to 

Jadubamsa and worship Lord Krishna. They pay special reverence to the 

cow. The traditional occupation of the caste is to tend cattle and to deal with 

milk and milk products. Some of them have now changed to other 

occupations. Some of them worship Goddesses Samalai. They perform laudi 

dance in certain occasion. They observe Dola Purnima with much pomp and 

show. Now the Gaudas are divided into five branches namely Magadha 

Gauda, Nanda Gauda, Solakhandia Gauda, Apat Gauda, Tamra Gauda. 

Karanas 

Odia and Jhadua Karans are found in the district. Their number is very 

few. In the past they helped the rulers in administration. They used to 

inscribe the copper plates issued by the Rajas of Boudh.Chitragupta is their 

chief deity.They celebrates the jayanti of Chitragupta every year. They bear 

the titles like Pruseth, Dani, Mahanty, Pattnaik, Kanungo, etc. 

Kostha 

The Kosthas are weaver and are found very few in the district. They 

deal in Kosa or tusser silk. They do not prefer to establish marital 

relationship with the Bhulias, a weaver caste dealing in cotton.They have 

migrated from Chhatishgarh. They speak laria language. Sitala is their chief 

deity. 

Kumbharas 

 Kumbharas (pot makers) of the district prepare earthen pots like handi, 

mathia, surei and sell the products in the weekly markets. They are found 

almost in every village of the district but Ghulghulapadar appears to be their 

main centre.Urukulla is their chief deity. They have the titles like Sethi, Rana 

etc. The origin of the Kumbharas is traced to Indus Valley civilization. 

Lohar 

The Lohars are found mostly in Ghantapada and Boudh area of the 

district. They manufacture agricultural implements like sickle, axe, spade, 

crowbar, etc. They collect crude iron-ore from the neighbouring areas and 

prepare the required implements by smelting iron ore.The lohars belong to 

weaker section of the society. They cannot educate their children properly. 
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Mali 

The district was a seat of tantra. Even today Bhairabi temples are found 

in different villages. Siva temples are also seen in many villages. The Malis 

mostly act as priests in these temples. The Malis are of three types i.e 

Pandra Mali, Sagabika Mali, Deulia Mali. The deulia Malis act as priests in 

the Siva temples. The Pandra Malis and the Sagabika Malis produce 

vegetables and sell in the nearby markets. 

Dumals  

Dumals belong to the agricultural community. They worship 

Sthambeswari or Khambeswari (Maheswari) as their presiding deity on the 

fullmoon day in the month of Aswina (September-October). They worship 

Brahmanarayani, Thakurani, Parameswari, in the north-east corner of a dark 

room. They have sixty titles on the basis of sixty clans. Marriage is not 

permitted in the same clan (gotra). 

About the origin of the Dumals some say that they have come out from 

Dimba. Others are of opinion that they were the cowherds of the Raja of 

Puri. Everyday they used to supply milk, curd and Ghee to the Jagannath 

Temple. Once a vulture came and sat on the temple-top. The Pujapanda 

had a dream and came to know that the ghee served to Lord Jagannath was 

impure. Lord Jagannath was unhappy and the vulture appeared on the 

temple top. This news was communicated to the Raja. The Raja was 

annoyed with this and decided to punish the cow-herds. One official of the 

durbar secretly informed the cowherds about the Raja's decision. Those who 

had supplied ghee to the temple left the place at night with family and moved 

towards west. After many days they settled at Dumbagarh in the Athmallik 

region of Boudh. In course of time, these cowherds of Dumbagarh came to 

be known as Dumal Gauras. 

Boudh is their main centre of habitation. From here they spread to other 

places. Due to the heavy concentration of this caste in Boudh, the Raja of 

Boudh was known as Dedhalakhya Dumbadhipati or king of one and a half 

lakhs of Dumals. The Raja employed many of the Dumals in responsible 

posts. He gave some Dumals to the Raja of Patna as dowry. Those Dumals 

adopted Mahakhur as surname. Afterwards Mahakhur became Mahakhuda, 

Mahakuda and Mahakul. 

Many old Dumals worship Nisan baja (semi-circular drum with the 

sticks). During fairs and festivals they first worship this drum and then 

perform other worships. The Males perform Badi Khela (Maheswari Badi) in 

the month of Aswina in front of the Goddess Maheswari. In the full moon day 

of Aswina, they offer puja known as Mahakhala puja with Maleswari song. 

They sacrifice goats,sheep for other deities in the temple of Maheswari. But 

Godess Maheswari is propitiated with milk, ghee, curd, fruits, etc.  
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Keutas 

 Keutas or Kaibartas are fishermen by occupation. Fishing, net making 

and plying of boats are their main profession. The females prepare fried 

paddy, and fried rice and fried pressed paddogi, which they sell in weekly 

markets. The Keutas of Boudh have the reputation for their patience, 

courage and skill in plying boats safely in the narrow and rocky beds of the 

river Mahanadi. They earned a lot from the traders whose boats used to ply 

between Sambalpur and Cuttack. Now due to the opening of new roads and 

the popularity of motor transport, river transport in the Mahanadi has 

considerably decreased.Now plying of boats has been stopped due to 

construction of a bridge over Mahanadi. They observe Chaitra Parab as their 

caste festival on the full moon day in the month of Chaitra (March-April). 

During this festival they worship goddess Basuli. 

Besides Keutas, trere are other three castes of same category. They 

are Gingra, Dhibara and Jhara. The Gingras and Dhibaras have fishing as 

their main source of income. They are found in Mahaswarapinda, Baunsuni, 

Sadeipur, Paragalpur.The Jharas are found in Jagti. Besides fishing, they 

often remain busy in collecting gold and precious stones in the riverbed of 

Mahanadi. 

Kshatriyas 

The number of Kshatriyas is few in the district. They belong to the 

warrior caste and observe Upanayan. The ex-ruling house of Boudh is a 

branch of the Bhanjas of Keonjhar who claim to be Suryavamsi Kshatriyas. 

They have been adorned with titles like Singh, Bhanja, Deo etc. They settle 

in Boudh town as well as in Badhigaon, Marjadpur, Kamira, Khamaripada, 

Khaligaon, and Routbahal.  

Kultas 

As a legend would have it, Kultas migrated from Ajodhya and settled in 

Boudh. But they claim that they are the immigrants from Kulumania Valley 

for which they are known as Kulta.The Raja of Boudh gave one family of 

Dumal and five families of Kultas to the Raja of Patna as dowry during the 

marriage of his daughter. The surnames of those four families were 

Pradhan, Sahu, Naik and Biswal. Besides that, Bhoi title is also found 

among the Kultas. The Kultas of the district are steady and industrious 

cultivators. Many of them ate quite prosperous and rich. Sarasara and Jagati 

of Boudh are the main centres of the Kultas. Hanuman is their tutelary deity 

and Raneswari Ramachandi is their chief deity. Though the Chasas have 

some similarities with the Kultas marital relationship between the two was 

not common. Some of the Kultas have migrated from the ex-State of Boudh 

and have settled in different parts of the the Sambalpur district. Even today 

the Kultas of Sambalpur identify themselves as Sasaria Kultas and 

Ghandharadia Kultas. 
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Sudas 

People belonging to a caste named ―Suda‖ also inhabit all parts of the 

district of Boudh. The name Suda has been derived from the old name 

Sudha, which means pure. The information about the caste Sudha is taken 

from the book ―The people of India‖by Sir Herbert Risley, a British 

ethnographer and a colonial administrator. He had undertaken the task of 

survey on castes and races of the people of the Bengal Presidency in the 

second half of 19th century. Accordingly, a small caste of Orissa, who 

believe their original occupation to have been personal service, but are now 

for the most part engaged in cultivation. In the census of 1872, they 

appeared to have been recorded under the name of Amatya or Amat which 

is one of their titles.At present many titles like Mallik,Dehuri, Pradhan, Naik, 

Mahalik, Kanhar, Bisi, Bhokta,Behera,Dalbeahera etc.are attributed to the 

Sudhas. Originally Sudhas were divided into four sub-castes-1. Bara Sudha 

2. Kabatakania Suda  3. Paila or Dehuri Suda 4.Butka Suda. According to 

Risley, the most primitive of the Suda subcaste appear to be the Butka 

Suda. They were a nomadic race. They wander about reclaiming waste 

lands and tapping date and palm trees for their juice. Having found a 

suitable spot for their operation, they built small huts of mats, bamboos, and 

any light materials that were available and settled down for two or three 

years and deserted the place for seeking a fresh locality as soon as the soil 

showed signs of becoming exhausted. Marriage is adult and courtship is a 

recognised preliminary. But the parents have given their consent to an 

engagement it is not ettiquate for the young people until the marriage is 

celebrated. The Butka Sudhas do not require a Brahmin as priest in their 

religious ceremonies. This stock of race is not found any where in Odisha. 

They might have migratd beyond Odisha or have aryanised themselves. 

The other three castes i.e Bara Sudha, Kabatakania Sudha, Dehuri 

Sudha are at present merged to one caste.They follow common practice in 

rites and rituals.Marriages are held on vedic rituals like the other higher 

castes. Originally they worshipped their chief deity ―Pancha Khanda‖ (five 

swords) with offerings of he-goats during Dasahara.The Behera or Headman 

of the caste officiated as priest at this sacrificial ceremony. Besides   

―Stambheswari‖ was worshipped by the Sudhas as their presiding deity 

since long.  

Divorce was permitted with the sanction of Caste Panchayat. But now it 

is not under its jurisdiction owing to legal complicacy. Widow remarriage is 

permissible with the sanction of the Caste Panchayat. Such marriage is  

followed by a feast. 

The Sudas originally formed an armed group with sword as their 

symbol. They rendered military services to the Chiefs of the Tributary 
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Mahals during British period and were called themselves as Kshatriyas. 

They were also engaged in personal services of the Rajas.The Rajas of 

Boudh state employed the sudas as Gountias (village headman) in most of 

the villages and officiated them in revenue collection. They enjoyed rent free 

land (Bhogra) in leu of their services. At present the sudas are settled 

agriculturalists. They are trustworthy, honest, truthful and simple by nature. 

They believe unity even though they belong to heterogeneous clans. 

According to the tradition as suggested by R.D.Banarjee, the Sudas were 

descended from Ghatotkacha, the son of Bhima and Hidimba. But it is not 

corroborated by any other scholars till now. 

 Sitara 

 Sitaras are only a few in number in Boudh district. They are confined to 

the village Sulia of Kantamal block. They perform Karama Dance. They are 

nomadic throughout the year except rainy season. They move from village to 

village and sell their handmade  brace household articles like Dipa, Jagara, 

Mana, Tambi, Lakhmi Khatuli, Chatu, Pharua, etc. Their most attractive item 

is a mini box decorated with peacock, fish, etc. 

Sapua  

 Sapuas are found in only village Rakaskuti in Boudh district. They are 

a nomadic by nature. They are called snake charmer. They collect different 

types of snakes from the jungle and placed in the pedi(bamboo basket). 

After rainy season, they move from village to village, show the snakes to the 

people and earn money. Besides they perform a magical show called 

Hunder vidya and sell tabiz. Very often they know tantric practices like Muthi 

Khela (hypnotism). The Sapuas are good singers with Damburu while 

charming the snakes. 

Betara 

Betaras are the bamboo basket-makers. They settle in Harabhanga, 

Tileswar, Bapujinagar (Boudh), Mundi Padar, Patrapali. Their main 

occupation is to prepare all types of baskets made of bamboo and sell in the 

nearby market. They belong to poor section of people. Their products have 

lost the market demand and are replaced by the plastic baskets. 

Tiyara 

Tiyaras belong to fishing class.They prepare Dhauri, Benda, Kumuna 

(the fishing materials) by scrapping thin bamboo sticks. Some professional 

male tiyaras used to sing and dance in the marriage procession and in 

Danda Nata. They have a great demand in the past. The females use to sell 

fresh and dry fish in the market. Some of them play with Dhunkeli in the 

occasion of Kalasi Usha and Railo Usha.They are found in Palaspat, 

Majhianghara and Baghapali. 
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Vaisnava 

Vaisnavas are found in Bastampur, Gudhali and Dahya. Their number 

is very few. They are the devotees of Lord Vishnu. They acted as 

janughanta parasurama and begged from door to door. Now they have left 

their traditional profession and become settled agriculturalists. 

Besides the above castes, people belonging to Khadra, Teli, Sunari, 

Gudia, Odia, Sundhi, Khitibansa, Khaira, Kuda, Ghugia, Hatua, Chasa 

castes are also found in the district.   

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Kandhas (Khonds) 

Kandha (Khond) tribe is divided into three groups, viz., the Kutia, 

Dongaria and Desia. The Desia or Odia Kandhas are living in the district of 

Boudh. Generally they are found scattered in thevillages namely Para, 

Ghulghulapadar, Gudbhelipadar, Uden, Kantamal, Gundulia, Sagada in the 

Kantamal block. Their number is few in this district in comparision to 

Kandhamal. The Kandhas are simple, honest, hospitable and disciplined. 

But they have become aggressive when they are hurt by somebody.The 

kandhas have many family titles suffixed to their names of the most common 

are Malik, Kanhar, Padhani, Majhi, Jani, Danduasi, Jhankar, Naik. The 

original titles of the Kandhas are Malik, Kanhar, Jhankar, and Jani. The rest 

appear to have been borrowed from other castes. 

   Kandhas in Boudh have resorted to agriculture since the days of the 

later Bhanja Rajas. Some families have been given the right of jagir. 

Marriage 

 Marriage is considered a sacred ceremony which the Kandhas 

solemnize with much pomp and show. Exogamy is observed among the 

Kandhas.  Parents generally choose a girl with the help of a match maker 

who is supposed to be the agent of the gods and spirits. Accordingly, he 

starts negotiation with the parents of the bride. If the bride‘s parents accept 

the proposal then the marriage date is fixed. On the day of marriage the 

bridegroom and his relations go to the bride‘s house in a procession holding 

a sword in his hand. That evening and the next morning is spent in feasting. 

They do not require a Brahmin priest. Marriage is solemnized by Jhankar or 

Jani. They do not follow the Vedic tradition. The poetic form of ―Rukmani 

Vivaha‖ is recited in the marriage place. A plough and a yoke are placed 

there. The next day, the newly wed couple go back to bridegroom‘s house 

with cows or buffaloes or goats and utensils as dowry. Monogamy is strictly 

followed. But if a woman proves to be barren, the husband may take another 

wife. Gosani and Mahalaxmi are the presiding deities of the Desia Kandhas.   
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Desia Kandhas are now adopting Hindu religious festivals. But their 

annual important festival is Kandhenbudhi Yatra. This festival is observed for 

eight days in the month of Aswina in the village of Para. The presiding deity 

Kandhenbudhi is worshpped. On the closing day goats and fowls are 

sacrificed. It is a common festival in Kantamal area. 

Ghasis 

Ghasis were placed in the lowest stratum of the Indian society. They 

belong to the Scheduled Caste community. They do not possess any landed 

property. They are professional sweeping class. Despite sweeping the 

ghasis maintain their livelihood in making leather works like boots, chappals, 

drums, nisans, mahuri, etc. Some of them are excellent drum and Nisan 

beaters whose presence in Hindu festive occasions is essential. They are 

simple, honest and tolerant. They follow the Hindu mode of worship, perform 

sankirtan and pay visit to the temples of gods and goddesses in the festive 

days. The rate of literacy has been increased at present. Many of them are 

aware of sending their children to the schools and colleges. Karama is the 

traditional festival of the Ghasis. It is observed in the dark fortnight of the 

month of Bhadrava. Goddess karama is worshipped. Both males and 

females participate in karama dance followed by the musical instrument 

‗Madal‘. 

Panas (Gandas) 

 Panas are classified as Scheduled Caste as is found in the list of the 

Scheduled Castes of Odisha. Panas are weaker section of the society 

without having land of their own. Though their number is few in the district of 

Boudh, they are living across the district. At present they are provided with 

pucca houses under Indira Abash, Biju Pucca Ghar, Mo Kudia, etc. 

Panas work as manual labourers. They carry surnames like 

Mahananda, Mahanandia, Digal, Badi, Behera, Naik, etc. They are Hindus 

and they worship Hindu gods and goddesses. They worship Vima Devta at 

the time of illness. 

Dhobas 

Dhobas are included in the list of Scheduled Castes. They are 

washermen and women. The word Dhoba or Dhobi is derived from the Hindi 

word ‗Dhona‘, meaning   washing. Their services are essential in funeral 

ceremonies. They practice Hindu religion and follow all Odia festivals.  They 

carray surnames are Sethy, Behera, Seth, etc. They are on the path of 

upward mobility in the field of education and some educated washermen are 

working in the Government and private sectors. 
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Bariks 

 Bariks are professional hair-cutters. Bariks follow the Hindu rituals and 

observe Hindu festivals. They render their customary services at marriage 

and funeral ceremonies. 

The Census of 2011 shows Scheduled Castes population at 104,934, 

out of which 52,497 are male and 52,437 female. This constitutes about 

23.79 percent of the total population.  

The Scheduled Tribes population stands at 55,364 out of which 27,362 

are male and 28,002 female. This constituted about 12.55 percent of the 

total population.  

The population, sex ratio and educational status of Scheduled Caste 

and Scheduled Tribe as per cencus 2011 are given below. 

Proportion of Scheduled Tribes Population to Total Population in 

Villages, 2011 

Percentage range of 
scheduled tribes 
population to total 
population 

Number of 
villages 

Per 
centage 

Scheduled 
tribes 

population 

Per centage 

1 2 3 4 5 
NIL 325 29.10 57 0.10 
Less than 5 176 15.76 2477 4.51 
 5 - 10 114 10.21 4008 7.30 
 11 - 20 124 11.10 8456 15.41 
21 - 30 61 5.46 5452 9.94 
31 - 40 58 5.19 6042 11.01 
41 - 50 33 2.95 4144 7.55 
51 - 75 104 9.31 13121 23.91 
76 and above 151 13.52 11167 20.35 
District: Baudh(391) 1117 100.00 54867 100.00 

 

Number and Percentage of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Population in Towns, 2011 

Sr. 

No

. 

Name of town Total 

Population 

Total 

scheduled 

castes 

population 

Total 

scheduled 

tribes 

population 

Percentag

e of 

scheduled 

castes 

population 

to total 

population 

Percentag

e of 

scheduled 

tribes 

population 

to total 

population 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 801886-Boudhgarh (NAC) 20424 5496 497 26.91 2.43 

  
District (Urban) : 391-

Boudh 
20424 5496 497 26.91 2.43 
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Number of Scheduled Caste literates and illiterates, Literacy Rate by 

Sex in Towns, 2011 

Sr. 

No. 

Name  of Town Number of literates and illiterates 

Number of literates Number of illiterates 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 

801886-Baudhgarh 

(NAC) 3748 2177 1571 1748 627 1121 

  District: Baudh (391) 3748 2177 1571 1748 627 1121 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Name  of Town  Literacy rate Gap in male-female 

literacy rate 

Persons Males Females 

1 2 9 10 11 12 

1 801886-Baudhgarh (NAC) 77.02 87.82 65.81 22.01 

  District: Baudh (391) 77.02 87.82 65.81 22.01 

 

Distribution of villages by literacy rate range for Scheduled Tribes 

population (rural), 2011 

Range of literacy rate 

for villages 

Number of inhabited 

villages having 

Scheduled tribes 

Percentage 

distribution of 

villages 

Scheduled 

tribes population 

Percentage 

distribution of 

population 

1 2 3 4 5 

0 14 1.71 40 0.07 

1 - 10 1 0.12 68 0.12 

11 - 20 12 1.46 249 0.45 

21 - 30 13 1.58 675 1.23 

31 - 40 54 6.58 2575 4.69 

41 - 50 106 12.91 5173 9.43 

51 - 60 126 15.35 10261 18.70 

61 - 70 207 25.21 19051 34.72 

71 - 80 166 20.22 11762 21.44 

81 - 90 71 8.65 3964 7.22 

91 - 99 12 1.46 846 1.54 

100 39 4.75 203 0.37 

District: Baudh(391) 821 100.00 54867 100.00 

Literacy rate for 

District: 

63.63    
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Distribution of Villages by Literacy Rate range for Scheduled Castes 
Population (Rural), 2011 

Range of literacy rate for 
villages 

Number of 
inhabited 

villages 
having 

Scheduled 
castes 

Percentage 
distribution 
of villages 

Scheduled 
castes 

population 

Percentage 
distribution 

of 
population 

1 2 3 4 5 
0 4 0.49 19 0.02 
 1 - 10 0 0.00 0 0.00 
 11 - 20 3 0.37 86 0.09 
21 - 30 9 1.10 235 0.24 
31 - 40 24 2.93 1045 1.05 
41 - 50 79 9.65 6465 6.50 
51 - 60 165 20.15 18135 18.24 
61 - 70 250 30.53 37045 37.25 
71 - 80 202 24.66 30210 30.38 
81 - 90 55 6.72 5617 5.65 
91 - 99 8 0.98 275 0.28 
100 20 2.44 306 0.31 
Total 819 100.00 99438 100.00 
District Scheduled Castes 
Literacy Rate: 66.31 

    

Number and Percentage of Scheduled Tribes literates and illiterates by 

Sex in CD Blocks, 2011 

Sr.No. Name of CD 

Block 

Number of literates and illiterates 

Number of literates Number of illiterates 

Persons Males  Females Persons Males  Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 0232-Kantamal 11426 6940 4486 10824 4144 6680 

2 0233-Baudh 8906 5474 3432 7764 2789 4975 

3 0234-Harbhanga 9294 5431 3863 6653 2314 4339 

  Total 29626 17845 11781 25241 9247 15994 

 

Sr.

No. 

Name of CD Block  Literacy rate Gap in male-

female literacy 

rate 

Persons Males  Females 

1 2 9 10 11 12 

1 0232-Kantamal 61.04 74.44 47.74 26.7 

2 0233-Baudh 63.64 79.55 48.24 31.31 

3 0234-Harbhanga 67.12 80.55 54.37 26.18 

  Total 63.63 77.77 49.89 27.88 
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Number and Percentage of Scheduled Castes and Tcheduled Tribes 

(Rural) Population in CD Blocks, 2011 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of CD 

Block 

Total  

population 

Total 

scheduled 

castes 

population 

Total 

scheduled 

tribes 

population 

Percentage 

of 

scheduled 

castes 

population 

to total 

population 

Percentage 

of 

scheduled 

tribes 

population 

to total 

population 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 0232-Kantamal 148385 28979 22250 19.53 14.99 

2 0233-Baudh 145519 34627 16670 23.8 11.46 

3 0234-Harbhanga 126834 35832 15947 28.25 12.57 

  Total 420738 99438 54867 23.63 13.04 

 
 

Number and Percentage of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
Population in Sub-districts, 2011  

Sr . 
No. 

Name of Sub-
District 

Total/ 
Rural/ 
Urban 

Total 
population 

 Total 
scheduled 

castes 
population 

Total 
scheduled 

tribes 
population 

Percentage 
of 

scheduled 
castes 

population 
to total 

population 

Percentage 
of 

scheduled 
tribes 

population 
to total 

population 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 

03127-

Kantamal Total 77483 13393 16870 17.29 21.77 

  
Rural 77483 13393 16870 17.29 21.77 

  
Urban 0 0 0 0 0 

2 
03128-
Manamunda Total 106227 23175 11005 21.82 10.36 

  
Rural 106227 23175 11005 21.82 10.36 

  
Urban 0 0 0 0 0 

3 
03129-
Baunsuni Total 43817 11728 1622 26.77 3.7 

  
Rural 43817 11728 1622 26.77 3.7 

  
Urban 0 0 0 0 0 

4 
03130-Baudh 
Sadar Total 137398 33580 12102 24.44 8.81 

  
Rural 116974 28084 11605 24.01 9.92 

  
Urban 20424 5496 497 26.91 2.43 

5 
03131-Puruna 
Katak Total 36887 10355 6605 28.07 17.91 

  
Rural 36887 10355 6605 28.07 17.91 

  
Urban 0 0 0 0 0 

6 
03132-
Harbhanga Total 39350 12703 7160 32.28 18.2 

  
Rural 39350 12703 7160 32.28 18.2 

  
Urban 0 0 0 0 0 

  391-Baudh Total 441162 104934 55364 23.79 12.55 

  
Rural 420738 99438 54867 23.63 13.04 

    Urban 20424 5496 497 26.91 2.43 
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Sex Ratio Among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes In Towns, 

2011 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of town Scheduled castes sex 

ratio 

Scheduled tribes sex 

ratio 

1 2 3 4 

1 801886-Baudhgarh (NAC) 960 841 

  District (Urban): 391-Boudh 960 841 

 

Sex Ratio Among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Rural) In 

CD Blocks, 2011 
 

Sr.No. Name of C.D.block Scheduled castes 

sex ratio 

Scheduled tribes sex ratio 

1 2 3 4 

1 0232-Kantamal 1016 1007 

2 0233-Baudh 1002 1017 

3 0234-Harbhanga 989 1059 

  Total 1001 1025 

 

Community Dance 

Dalkhai dance 

 Dalkhai, the folk dance of Boudh is different from that of Khondmals 

and Baligurha, and is more akin to the Dalkhai dance performed in the 

neighbouring districts of Sambalpur, Balangir and Kalahandi. The people of 

Boudh perform this dance during the month of Aswina (September-October) 

on the occasion of Bhaijiuntia (Bhatri Dwitya). Only the girls perform the 

Dalkhai dance on the day of occasion. Dhol and Mahuri are the 

accompanying musical instruments of Dalkhai dance. 

Karama dance 

 Karama dance of Boudh is quite different from the Karama dance of 

the Oraons of Sundargarh district. In Boudh, the Ghasis perform this festival 

and dance. They observe Sana Karama festival on the 11th day of the dark 

fortnight in the month of Bhadrab (August-September) and Karama festival 

on the 11th day of the bright fortnight of the same month. On both the 

occasions, males and females belonging to Ghasi community perform the 

Karama dance. The girls sing Karama songs and the boys play on the 

Mrudanga and Madala. They generally sing songs relating to goddess 

Karama whom they worship on the occasion. 
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 Nachunia dance 

 Nachunia dance is generally performed in the occasion of marriage 

ceremony. Two males participate in the dance-one in male and the other in 

female attire. They are usually professional dancers and earn their livelihood 

by dancing.Now this dance is discouraged in the district except in few 

villages. 

Danda Nata  

Danda Nata is a ritual dance and is popular in the distrct of Boudh.  

Danda means a pole or a stick. Siva is represented with a Danda of thirteen 

knots. Another stick is for Parvati called Gauri betra.The participants of the 

dance are the devotees of god Hara and goddess Parvati. They perform the 

dance in the month of Chaitra (March-April) and Vaishakha (April-May). 

Danda begins on an auspicious day before the Chaitra Sankranti or Meru 

Parba with traditional worship and fasting. Danda Nata has two aspects- one 

is performed during the day and other at night. Day time activities include 

acrobatics, rituals and night performances are crowd pullers. This dance 

consists of sixteen different dances called Sohala suanga which are 

performed one after another by the male members belonging to all castes. 

These suangas (dances) are Dandali (procession), Jhuna Khela, Hadi 

Hadiani, Prabha, Siva Parvati, Fakir Fakirani, Jugi Jugiani, Naba Chhanka 

Nabachhanki, Kela Keluni, Sapua, Bhalua, Chadia Chadiani, Baidhana, 

Jhalia Sabara, Patrasaura and Binakaria. In this dance the Ghasis provide 

the music with the help of Dhol and Mahuri. The dance has a rich repertory. 

Prabha dance is the important item of the repertory. The Prabhakar and the 

Prabhakariani, dressed in black and red coloured dress. The dancer places 

a piece of cloth on his shoulders and holds the ends of the same in front with 

both the hands. He moves his hands forward and backward, right and left, to 

the rythme of the dance. A semi-circular plate, made of bamboo sticks and 

covered with coloured and decorated cloth with ornamental border, is tied to 

the back of the Prabhakar.  The Prabhakariani (kanchni) a male in female 

role, dresses himself in sari and kanchala (blouse).They dance with the tune 

of sixteen beats of Dhol. The Danda Nata is observed from Harabhanga to 

Kantamal in the month of Chaitra. More than hundred groups are found in 

the distrct. The number of devotees of each group varies from fifty to more 

than hundred.  People of rural and urban observe this Danda Nata with great 

pomp and show in Boudh district throughout the festive month of Chaitra. 

The music of the Danda Nata is different for different dances. The 

songs are of different tunes for different characters. The songs are mainly 

devotional and mostly based on the stories from the epics. Humorous songs 

are sometimes sung by the dancers. Sometimes they put questions in songs 

and their counterparts give the reply in songs. The songs are of folk and 
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Odissi style.  Danda Nata is being gradually modernised in respect of music, 

dance, costume, style and make up.  The dance was being patronised by 

the ex-Rulers of the States which is no longer available after the States 

merged with the province of Orissa in 1948. 

Badi Khel  

Badi khel is performed in honour of Goddess Maheswari in the eighth 

day of dark fortnight of Aswina in a procession. People belonging to all 

touchable castes including dumals perform this dance in a rhythmic way with 

jump shout. All use to play with the small pieces of sticks decked with 

ghagudi and ghanti followed by the beats of music. They use to play with 

swords, mudgaras and faris (wheel). Some use to lift the cartwheel and 

place in their necks in acrobatic pose. There is no song in this dance. The 

musical instruments like Dhol, Nisan, Mahuri are used in specific beats. This 

martial dance is performed in Balakira, Baunsuni, Bamanda, Dangajhol of 

Boudh district. 

Other popular dances found in the district are Bejini dance, Khandara 

(khanjani) dance, Jhagdi dance.  

Fairs, Festivals and Fasts 

There is a saying in Odia that there are twelve months but thirteen 

festivals in Odisha. The people of Boudh district observe the same   festivals 

like Odisha all the year round. These festivals may broadly be divided into 

two categories, Festivals viz., domestic festivals observed in each household 

and public festivals and fairs where people congregate in large numbers on 

some auspicious days. The domestic festivals are confined to the worship of 

family deities, observance of ekadashis, various vratas, etc., most of them 

being guided by phases of the moon. The public festivals are usually 

religious ceremonies attended by a large number of men, women and 

children who come for worship as well as entertainment.The festivals are 

generally based on agriculture, myths, epics and ballads. All the festivals 

observed by the people of Boudh are given below. 

Baisakh (April-May) 

Maha Bisuva Sankranti: Maha Bisuva Sankranti falls on the first day of 

the solar month of Baisakh. This day is considered auspicious as the Sun 

remains in the equator (bisuva rekha). Day and night remain equal. It is also 

called Jala Sankranti. The epic tradition states that Bhisma lay on the bed of 

arrows in battle field of Kurukshetra. He felt thirsty and there was no water 

nearby. Then Arjuna with his powerful bow thrusted an arrow deep into the 

ground and water immediately shorted out in a stream to quench the thirst of 

the dying warrior. Those people who offer cold water to the thirsty on this 

day would not only be free from all sins, but also the departed souls of their 
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ancestors as well as the Gods in heaven would be pleased. Hence people 

offer sweetened water to thirsty people on this day. 

Maha Bisuva Sankranti is considered as the closing day of Danda Nata 

and the first day of Odia Calander. On this day, people take sweetened 

water prepared with water melon, sugar or molasses, curd, banana, etc.  

Akshaya Trutiya: Akshaya Trutiya is observed on the third day of the 

bright fort night of Baisakh. It is a fair related to agriculture. The farmers first 

sow the seeds (muthi anukula) by ploughing their fields with offering puja to 

the Goddess Earth. It is the birth day of Lord Balabhadra which is believed to 

be the auspicious day for beginning of new work. 

Mati Puja is held on the Akshaya Trutiya.  The puja is performed by the 

head of the family in every household. Fowl is offered as sacrifice on this 

occasion. On this day, seeds are sown in the cultivated land. 

Chandan Yatra: Chandan Yatra is held on the full moon day of Baisakh. 

It is a fair to worship Radha and Krishna.The devotees of Lord Krishna 

perform Nama Sankirtan for whole day and night. They also arranged 

mythological and social play in the night. People flocked together coming 

from different places to enjoy the fair. This fair is observed by the people of 

Paragalpur of Harabhanga Block with great pomp and grandeur. They also 

observe Buddha purnima as it is a place of Budhhistic significance. 

Jaistha  (May-June)  

Sitala Sasthi: Sitala Sasthi is celebrated on the sixth day of Jaistha.The 

marriage ceremony of Siva Parvati is solemnized on this day in Boudh town. 

It is celebrated on the vedic rituals just like human beings. Lord Siva as 

bridegroom moves from Matangeswar temple to the bride‘s house followed 

by the devotees. The marriage is held in the night. In the next day Siva 

returns in a procession with His wife Parvati to the temple. The people enjoy 

the marriage procession of devine God and Goddess with much enthusiasm 

despite hot summer. The priests perform the ritualistic marriage ceremony of 

Siva and Parvati in other Siva temples of the districts. 

Devasnana Purnima: Deva Snana Purnima is held on the full moon day 

of Jaistha in the Jagannath Temple located near the palace of Boudh town. 

The four deities (chaturdha murty) Jagannath, Balabhadra, Subhadra, 

Sudarsan were taken to the snanamandapa for annual holy bath. One 

hundred eight pitchers of holy water sanctified by chanting of mantras are 

poured on the deities. The Brahmins officiate all the rituals of Snana 

Purnima in Boudh district. The whole day is observed with kirtans.   

Savitri Brata: Savitri Brata is observed by Hindu women.  Savitri is the 

deified virtuous woman who had brought her husband back to life by 

doggedly pleading with the God of Death, Yama. By observing the fast on 
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the newmoon day of Jaishtha, married women seek Savitri‘s blessings for 

securing long life for their husband, thus proving them to be virtuous and 

devoted.  

Parbat Debata Puja: Parbat Debata Puja is observed in the month of 

Jyestha. The villagers fix a day for this puja. They arrange a he-goat, rice 

and other materials for the Puja. On the day of the festival the villagers go to 

the hill (Parbat) with the Dehuri and the Puja materials in a procession. 

There the Dehuri performs puja. At the end of the puja, the Bahuka 

sacrifices the he-goat. A feast is held to mark the occasion. 

Asadha (June-July)  

Ratha Yatra:  Ratha Yatra or Car Festival of Lord Jagannath is held on 

the second day of the bright fortnight in the month of Asadha. This is one of 

the important festivals which is observed at many places in the district of 

Boudh.  Over 15,000 people gather at Boudh on this occasion. The origin of 

the Car Festival is traced to the period of the Rajas of Boudh. The chariot of 

Lord Jagannath has been constructed with iron and wood in such a new 

technique that is not found in anywhere except in Boudh town. The three 

deities-Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra are taken in a car from 

the main temple to the Mausima temple on the day of occasion. Every year a 

man acts as Sarathi to draw the car forward. The spiritual significance of the 

car festival for the multitude of scheduled castes, Adivasis or other devotees 

who are not allowed entry in to Hindu temples till recently is obvious. This 

day Lord Jagannath in his capacity as ―Patita Pabana‖ appears before the 

devotees who cannot approach Him under normal circumstances.This 

festival not only is popular in the Boudh town but also familiar in most of the 

villages of the district. There is a special and long standing tradition on this 

occasion that the new born babies ranging the age from six months to one 

year are taken to the chariot to have a touch to Lord Jagannath. It is called 

Ratha Chhuan. The devotees of all castes have a chance to touch the rope 

of the chariot. 

The three deities stay at Mausimaa Mandir for nine days. During their 

stay, the deities take ten avataras (incarnations). Devotees anxiously pay 

their visit during this time to obtain blessings. Three deities after staying nine 

days, return to the temple from Mausimaa Mandir on the tenth day of bright 

fortnight of Asadha. It is called Bahuda Yatra (return festival). 

Shravana (July-August) 

Rakshi Purnima or Raksha Bandhan:- The full moon day of the month 

of Sravana is the day of Rakshi, specially auspicious to agriculturists. It is 

celebrated as the merry festival of ―Ghama Punei‖.Traditionally; the cows 

and plough bullocks are given special offerings with Rakshi and are 

worshipped as ―GO-Mata‖ or ―Go- Lakshmi‖. That is day of rest for plough 
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cattle. Besides, girls mostly in urban and semi-urban areas use to observe 

Raksha Bandhan on this day.  It is a festival which strengthens the bond 

between brothers and sisters. Traditionally, sisters use to tie the Rakshi to 

their brothers and wish them well being and brothers in return pledge to 

provide protection to their sisters. 

Bhadrava (August-September) 

Ganesh Chathurthi: This festival is celebrated on the fourth day of the 

bright fortnight of the lunar month of Bhadrava by the students of educational 

institutions. Lord Ganesh is worshipped as God of knowledge and remover 

of all obstacles. The puja ends with the immersion of the image in a tank or 

river the next day or the following auspicious day. Lord Ganesh is also 

celebrated by the business community to obtain blessing for prosperirty. 

Biswakarma Puja: Biswakarma Puja is celebrated on Kanya Sankranti, 

the first day of the solar month of Bhadrava. Biswakarma is known as divine 

engineer since the puranic age. As a mark of reverence, He is still 

worshipped specially by the engineering community (civil, mechanical and 

electrical). He is also worshipped as the God of Technology and 

architechture. On the day of occasion, the image of Biswakarma with his 

faithful elephant are placed on a beautiful decorated pendal openly exhibited 

for the public visit. Biswakarma, the craftman of the universe has four hands, 

carrying a water pot, a book, a noose and crftman‘s tools. In the district of 

Boudh, the festival is celebrated by the Electrical Division, Public Works 

Department, Public Health Department with much pomp and show.The 

festival is also observed by the business community in their respective 

workshops in the district. 

Nuakhai: Nuakhai is an agricultural festival which is observed by each 

and every family of Boudh district. Paddy, the most important crop which is 

considered as Goddess Lakshmi, cannot be taken unless it is first offered  to 

the village deity.Thereafter an auspicious day is fixed by astrologer for 

nuakhai.People of castes observe the day together. All the members of the 

family along with friends and relatives take porridge made of new rice. 

Ancestral worship is held on this occasion.  

Janmastami: The eighth day of the dark fortnight of the month of 

Bhadrava is observed as the birth day of Lord Krishna. The Hindus of Boudh 

district observe this festival with great reverence. Lord Krishna is worshipped 

as the savior of the world from demons and sinners. A ―laddu‖ or ball of 

sweetened sesamum is specially made on this occasion. 

Khudurukuni Osha:  The Khudurukuni Osha is observed by young girls 

in the district of Boudh. The girls worship Goddess Mangala every Sunday in 

the month of Bhadrava to tide over all the hurdles put in their ways and take 

fast from morning to evening. It comes from the story of Ta‘Poi. Ta‘Poi, the 
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daughter of a rich merchant, was physically tortured by her sisters-in law in 

the absence of her seven brothers. She worshipped Goddess Mangala to 

tide over all hurdles. By the grace of the Goddess, her sisters- in-law were 

punished for their misdeeds. 

The Gandas of the Boudh district perform Bali Yatra. It is generally held 

for seven days after Sunia, i. e., the 12th day of the bright fortnight of 

Bhadrab. In every village there is a Balighara or Bali house. There the 

people gather and dance. They use musical instruments like Dhola, Tamaka 

and Mahuri. The boys and girls also play on Ghumura on this occasion. On 

the last day, a he-goat is sacrificed. The priest drinks the blood of the 

sacrificial goat and walks on the burning charcoal placed in a ditch. Some of 

the devotees who are present also follow the priest. During these seven 

days the villagers keep the cereals in the Balighar and distribute those to 

every villager. The Dhangdas (unmarried boys) play on Ghumura and the 

Dhangdis (unmarried girls) dance while the cereals are being distributed. 

Ashwina (September-October) 

Dutivahana Osha or Pua Jiuntia: The Dutivahana or Pua Jiuntia is a 

common osha (fast) all over the district of Boudh. It is observed on the 

eighth day of the dark fortnight of the month Aswina. The mothers take the 

fasting for whole dayand night for the well being of their sons.The barren 

women use to take fasting for a son. Goddess Dutibahana, born of a 

Brahmin widow from the Sun God, is deified in the night with the offerings of 

fruits, cocoanuts etc. In the next day morning between four to five A.M. the 

fasting mothers swallow nuts (chana gila) and take the holy bath in a tank or 

in the river. Then they break the fast and take usual food being prepared by 

them. 

Bhai Jiuntia: Bhai Jiuntia is observed on the eighth day of the bright 

fortnight of the month Ashwina. Trditionally, sisters, both married or 

unmarried, observe fast for the whole day and night and worship Goddess 

Durga to seek the blessing for amelioration and long life of their brothers. 

Next day early morning the sisters invoked their brothers with raw rice, 

flowers and a piece of new cloth and break their fasting.  

Dashahara:  Dashahara is a grand festival which is celebrated from 

Mahalaya to the tenth day of bright fortnight of the month of Ashwina. It is 

observed all over the country. Goddess Durga is worshipped as the 

Goddess of energy (shakti). According to mythology, the Demon Mahisasura 

obtained a boon and became most powerful who threantened Gods and 

Godesses in the heaven. The Gods like Siva, Vishnu, Yama, Indra 

etc.resolved to contribute weapons together to kill Mahisasura. Out of the 

weapons,a new energy sprang up in the form of Durga and killed the demon 
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Mahisasura on this day. This day is celebrated as Vijaya Dasmi as Sri Rama 

killed Ravana and won over the demons of Lanka. 

The people of Boudh district observe the Dashahara festival with great 

merry-making and rejoicing. The earthen image of Goddess Durga is 

worshipped at many places in the district. Puja mandapas are colourfully 

decorated in different places of the district. The worship (puja) begins on the 

eighth day accompanied by Dhol, Nisan, Mahuri and ends on the tenth day. 

The devotees across the district enjoy these three days with joy and 

jubilation. The earthen images of Goddess Durga are emmersed on the next 

day or on an auspicious day. 

Kumara Purnima: The full moon day of the lunar month of Aswina 

brings untold pleasure to unmarried girls and boys, in whose interest and for 

whose well being worship of the Moon God is held at home.This day is 

observed by the unmarried boys and girls in merry making by playing indoor 

games, especially in town areas of Boudh district. 

Lakhmi Puja: Goddess Lakshmi is worshipped in the full moon day of 

the lunar month of Aswina in the villages and towns of the district of Boudh. 

The puja continues for four days. The puja mandapas are colourefully 

decorated. The priests recite the mantras in all the four days. Then the 

earthen images of the Goddess Lakshmi are emmersed either in a tank or in 

the river. Generally, womenfolk use to pay visit to the puja mandapa to attain 

grace of the Goddess.  

Kartika (October-November) 

Garbhana Sankranti: By the time this festival is celebrated on the first 

day of the solar month (sankranti) of Kartika. The peddy plants are so to 

speak ―pregnant‖. These ―pregnant‖ rice plants represent Lakshmi, the 

Goddess of wealth prosperity and fertility and are worshipped with offerings 

in the peddy fields with the hope that through supernatural intervention, a 

huge quantity of corn will thus be harvested. A special type of curry mixed 

with different dal seeds and vegetables is prepared in each family and there 

is a tradition of give and take the curry among the relatives, friends and 

families. 

Dipavali:  The festival of light and merriment falls on the newmoon day 

in month of Kartika. This festival is celebrated all over the country.  Crackers 

are used by people of all ages. A row of wicks are lighted in front of every 

house in the evening.  

Kalasi Yatra:  Kalasi Yatra is observed in the village Girasinga, 

Gudvelipadar, Gundlia, Bardol, Junani, Balakira and in Khaliabagicha of the 

district of Boudh. This festival is observed for four days from the ninth day to 

twelfth day of the bright fortnight of in month Kartika. Kalasi is step daughter 
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of Goddess Parvati. Image worship is not seen in this festival. The Devi 

(Kalasi) manifests herself in the body of the chief priest called Barua. Other 

supporting priests also participate in this festival. The walls of the Kalasi 

kuthi is decorated with different Gods Goddesses. On the first day the Gods 

and Godesses are invited to the Kalasi kuthi. The chief Barua with the 

associate Baruas go to the Siva temple accompanied by the musical 

instruments like Dhol, Nisan, Mahuri to invite Lord Siva in the second day. 

The third day is day of festival. The whole day is observed by the people 

with joy. The Baruas dance with the tune of Dhol, Mahuriand Nisan as if the 

Shakti comes to their body. The instrument Dhunkel is used in whole night of 

the day. In the last day the festival is closed by an open procession.  

Panchuka:- Panchuka consists of five days; from the tenth day of the 

bright fortnight of the lunar month of Kartika to the full moon day. These days 

are considered sacred by Hindus.  Women use to observe fast on the twelfth 

day (dwadasi) of the fortnight and invoke Dhabaleswar by offering porridge 

made of raw rice mixed with fruits and sugar cane. The Hindus in the district 

of Boudh observe panchuka with sanctity by not taking any meat, fish and 

fowl. These five days are called Baga Panchuka as even the cranes do not 

take fish and insects during these days. 

Kartika Purnima: The full moon day in the month of Kartika is especially 

sacred to the Hindus. On this day, some miniature boats made out of 

banana stems and thin bamboo slips with lamps and presents of betel 

leaves and betel nuts are set a-sail on the river or in tanks by children and 

adults early in the morning. This is in memory of the historic yearly departure 

of the merchants (sadhaba) of trading expeditions on boats to far-off South-

East Asian countries. This custom is observed specially in the urban area in 

the district of Boudh. It is a sacred day of Siva worship. On this day, all the 

Siva temples in the district are crowded.   

Margasira (November-December) 

Mana Basa Gurubara: The Mana Basa Gurubara festival is observed 

on all Gurubaras (Thursdays) by all households in the district of Boudh. It is 

the time when the harvesting has begun. Cultivators expect high yield and 

therefore the womenfolk of each house draw Chita, Jhoti, Lakshmi Pada 

(feet) on the floor with pounded raw rice on the day before Thursday to 

welcome Goddess Lakshmi. A variety of cakes and other delicacies are 

prepared. Women recite Lakshmi Purana on the occasion. 

Prathamastami: Prathamastami is celebrated as a festival for the well-

being of the first-born in the family, whether a boy or a girl. The celebration 

falls on the eighth day of the dark fortnight in the month of Margasira. 

Oblations are offered to God Ganapati to protect the child against all hurdles 

in life.  



69 
 

Chuda Khai Yatra: Chudakhai Yatra is an interesting tribal folk festival 

observed in the village Marjakud and Risibandh of the district of Boudh. It is 

a localized version of mother worship. The most important aspect of this 

ritual performance is participation of women. This festival is observed on the 

full moon day of the lunar month of Margasira.  Goddess Pitabali is the 

presiding deity of the Yatra. The men and women move towards the Devi 

pitha in two distinct groups in the afternoon of the day of occasion. They 

dance and sing using obscene language in the song. A priest of Suda by 

caste officiate the whole festival. Traditionally, it is a belief that Goddess 

Pitabali can save the village from flood and other natural calamities as the 

village is located on the bank of the river Mahanadi. The festival continues 

whole night till morning. Mythological and social plays are staged by the 

village artists in three places within the village. Every year a big gathering is 

seen to enjoy the festival. 

A similar type of Chudakhai festival is held in the village Rishibandh of 

the district of Boudh. The Goddess Maheswari is worshipped. The festival is 

observed in the same manner like Marjakud. 

Pausha and Magha (December-February) 

Push Punei: No significant festivals are held in the month of Pausha 

and Magha. However, Push Punei is observed on the full moon day of 

Pausha. It is a tribal festival of north Odisha. The observance of this festival 

is seen in few places of Boudh district. Pausha marks the end of the 

harvesting season. Different kind of cakes and delicacies are prepared at  

home. The households offer new peddy to the children, dhol-beaters and 

beggers on this day. 

Kandhen Budhi Yatra: Kandhen Budhi is an agricultural annual festival 

originally observed by the Kandhas in Kantama.This has become a great 

tradition as it is observed by the people of Kantamal. Every year this festival 

is observed on the full moon day of Pousa (December-January). Kandhen 

Budhi is the reigning deity of these villages. She is placed under a tree in the 

form of a stone. On the first day of the yatra, she ascends through human 

beings known as Barua. The Barua moves from door to door of the villages, 

meets her subjects, listens their grievances, opines remedial measures on 

this occasion. The yatra begins at the residence of Gauntias. The Barua a 

non-Brahmin priest carries the deity on his head. He starts dancing to the 

tune of Dhol, Mahuri, Nishan and Changu. The village priest offers puja to 

the deity. It seems to be a grand procession of the devotees who moved 

around the village proceed to seat of the deity. The Barua moves with a 

capvating procession of dancing. The yatra is closed by sacrificing of 

animals, fowls at the pitha. 
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Makara Sankranti:  The month of Magha is a holy month like Kartika. 

Makara Sankranti falls on the first day of the solar month. This day is 

specially sacred to Lord Siva, who is worshipped with offerings of delicacies. 

All temples of Lord Siva are crowded by the devotees on this day in the 

district of Boudh. Special raw rice mixed with molasses, coconut, cheese, 

honey and milk (makara chaula) is offered to the God. Various types of 

cakes made of black grams mixed with pounded raw rice are prepared at 

home. 

Saraswati Puja: Saraswati Puja, also known as Basanta Panchami, is 

celebrated most ardently on the fifth day of bright fortnight of month of 

Magha in all the schools and colleges of Boudh district. Students observe 

fasting since morning, wear new garments and propitiate Goddess 

Saraswati to bestow them with learning and eloquence. They offer 

puspanjali (handful of flowers) to the deity and break their fast. Images of the 

deity are built by the traditional clay modelers who are famous for their 

artistic skill. The next day the images are taken in a procession to nearby 

tanks or rivers for immersion. 

Phalguna (February-March) 

Shiva Ratri: Maha Shiva Ratri (Night of Lord Shiva) is celebrated on 

thirteenth night and fourteenth day of the lunar month of Phalguna with much 

pomp and geity in district of Boudh. It is considered the night on which Shiva 

performs Tandava, the dance of the primal creation, preservation and 

destruction. Linga Purana states that on this night Shiva manifests Himself in 

the form of a Linga. Especially married women pray for the well-being of 

their spouses. Unmarried women also pray for an ideal husband. To mark 

the Shivaratri festival devotees visit the nearest Shiva temple to give ritual 

bath to the Shiva Linga with milk, honey, flowers, etc. Nightlong vigil is 

observed in Shiva temples where a large number of devotees spend the 

night singing hymns and devotional songs in praise of Lord Shiva. It is on the 

following morning that the devotees break their fast by partaking the Prasad 

offered to the God. Hence the day is considered to be extremely auspicious 

by Shiva devotees. 

Dola Yatra: Dola Yatra is celebrated from the tenth day (Phagu dasami) 

of bright fortnight to the full moon day of the month Phalguna. It is called 

swing festival as Lord Krishna and his consort Radha are made to swing to 

the accompaniment of devotional music sung in chorus. On this occasion the 

images of Radha and Krishna are placed in a decorated palanquin known as 

vimana and carried in a procession accompanied by drummers and 

sankirtana mandalis to the place of community worship. People are 

besmeared with phagu on this occasion. Laudi (a play with sticks) is played 

by the Gaudas (milk men) by singing songs relating to Radha and Krishna. 

Next day is the festival of colours ―Holi‖ in which young and old participate. 
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They smear colour powder on each other‘s face and squirl coloured water. 

There is much fun and merriment in this festival. This festival which was 

confined to towns is now observed by the villagers. 

Chaitra ( March-April) 

Ramaleela: Ramaleela is one of the oldest festivals in Boudh district. 

The festival is celebrated on Ram Navami, ninth day of the bright fortnight of 

the month Chaitra, which is Lord Ram‘s birthday. The festival   continues for 

eighteen days. The epic story of Ramayana is being played by different 

artists in different nights, which is presented in the form of folk-opera 

accompanied by music and song. The artists and devotees observe sanctity 

and purity by taking the bhoga offered to the God till the closing of the 

festival. The seven parts of the story of Ramayana is watched gracefully by 

the people of Boudh.  The closing night is of greater significance as Lord 

Rama killed the demon Ravana and Lanka Podi (burning of Ravana) is held 

in day following. On this occasion Boudh town is overwhelmed with joy and 

jubilation.  Besides Boudh town, Ramaleela is observed in the villages like 

Debgarh, Raksha, Palsagora, Narayananagar, Manikpur, Badhigaon, 

Chhatniakata, Bahira etc. with great pomp and show. 

Kedu Yatra:  Khondss of the district observe the Kedu Yatra in the 

month of Chaitra. This festival is held to appease Goddess Earth by killing 

buffaloes so that the land would yield more crops, especially turmeric. The 

Kedu Yatra has its origin in Meriah sacrifice or human sacrifice which was 

formerly practised by the Khonds. Due to the intervention of the British 

administrators this inhuman practice was abolished. Instead of Meriah, 

buffaloes are now sacrificed. This festival is generally celebrated for five 

days with different rites being observed on each day. Sacrifices are offered 

on the third and the fourth day of the festival. Guru or the priest plays the 

important role in this festival. 

 Kandul Yatra: Kandul Yatra is observed by the tribals after the harvest 

is over. This festival is very popular in Baligurha area of the district and is 

usually yatra held in the month of April.    

Sikhism 

The Sikhs residing in the district are mostly immigrants from outside 

Sikhism the State. They numbered 4 according to the Census of 2011. They 

have no Gurudwar in the district. 

Buddhism 

In Boudh district, traces of Buddhism are found in the ex-state of 

Boudh. This reminds one of the days when Buddhism reigned in the area. In 

course of time the number of followers of the religion declined and in 2011 

only 10 personswere found to have professed Buddhism. 
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Islam 

The Census of 2011 has recorded 892 Muslims in the district. 

According to Muslims, Mohammad is the last prophet and there will be no 

prophet after him and they accept Quran the Holy book of the Almighty God. 

Most Muslims of Boudh are of Sunni sect. They abide by the teachings of 

one of the four Imams (guides) i. e., Imam Abu Hanifa. 

In 1912-13 when the Raja of Boudh was a minor the estate was under 

the management of the court of wards. At that time Rahimullaha, a resident 

of Punjab, was working under the court. He constructed the mosque at 

Boudh along with the mosques at Rairakhol and Athmallik. In 1978 ,there 

were six mosques in Boudh-Khondmals district. These are located at 

Phulabani, G. Udayagiri, Boudh, Manamunda, Subarnapalli and Baliguda. Of 

these, the mosque at Subarnapalli under Manamundapolice station is a new 

one. It was constructed in the year 1972. 

Muslim inhabitants celebrate Id-Ul-Fitre, Id-U1-Zuha, Shab-E- Muslim 

Barat, Shab-E-Quadar, Juma-Tul-Wida, Muharram, Shab-E-Meraj, Milad- 

festivals Un-Nabi, and Ramzan like their fellow brethren in other parts of the 

State. 

Christianity 

Christianity has the third largest following in Boudh district as per 2011 

Census. The followers of this faith number 275. 

The Christians found in the district are mostly Roman Catholics or 

belong to the Church of North India. Christian Missionaries belonging to the 

other denominations are also found in the district. Most of the local 

Christians are aboriginal converts. The Christians of the district observe New 

Year's Day, Good Christian Friday, Easter Saturday, Easter Sunday, Easter 

Monday, Christmas Eve and festivals Christmas Day with great pomp and 

show. 

Mahima Dharma 

The followers of Mahima Dharma or Alekha Dharma are found in 

Boudh district. They believe in one God, i.e. Param Brahma, the Supreme 

Being, who is indescribable, indivisible and invisible. He is believed to have 

created the universe. The founder of this cult was Mahima Gosain whose 

early name was Mukund Das. His disciples believe that he is an incarnation 

of Param Brahma. This religion flourished in the ex-State of Boudh during 

the middle of the 19th century. During that period, Gobinda Baba, the first 

disciple of Mahima Gosain in the Abadhuta order was preaching Mahima 

Dharma in this region. Once Mahima Gosain visited Balasinga and from 

there proceeded to Rairakhol with Govnda Baba and initiated Bhima Bhoi, 

the great saint-poet of Odisha into the Mahima fold. 



73 
 

Leisure and Recreation 

Leisure and recreation are essential for life. People usually gather in 

the evening at the temple or at a common place where the priest recites and 

explains from the religious texts like the Bhagabat, the Mahabharat, the 

Ramayan, the Haribansa or other puranas. Singing of Bhajan or Kirtan 

accompanied with musical instruments like khanjani, gini, mrudanga or 

harmonium is also another popular form of entertainment of the people. 

Occasionally acrobatic feats, monkey-dance, hear dance and snake 

charming and magic performed by itinerant professional groups also provide 

entertainment to the people. 

In the tribal areas, dhangda ghar and dhangdi ghar provide recreation 

to the unmarried boys and girls. Here they pass the night by gossiping, 

dancing and singing. Fishing, hunting and cock fighting are also the 

traditional pastimes of the aboriginals of the district. The festivals and other 

socio-religious functions round the year never leave the people in want of 

mirth. The rural people also enjoy folk performances like the dance and 

Yatra. Radio sets supplied by the Government to different institutions of the 

district also provide recreation to the rural folk. 

There is only one cinema hall in the district, located at Boudh named 

Dipali Film Hall in Palace lane. Besides cinema, theatre parties also provide 

entertainment to people. There are many recreational clubs and associations 

functioning in the district. These are located at Boudh, Ainlapalli, 

Manamunda, and Kantamal. They provide entertainment to the people by 

organising various cultural programmes, sports and athletic meets. Besides 

private clubs and associations, educational institutions take active part in the 

sports and games organized by the Boudh District Athletic Association.  

There are two parks one called Mahanadi Vihar and the other located 

near Rajbati of Boudh town. Charisambhu and Sitalpani of Boudh are well 

known picnic spots in the district.  

Hotels and restaurants are also places where people meet. At Boudh 

there are a few good hotels and restaurants. 

Abolition of Intermediary System and Dynamics of Leadership 

Earlier Boudh Sub-Division was a part of Sonepur ex-state  and there 

were intermediaries. With the implementation of the Orissa Estate Abolition 

Act, 1952, the zamindari  system was abolished  and direct contact between 

the Government and the tenants was established. The abolition of the 

intermediary system has brought rational system of land revenue collection 

and the cultivators are now assured of their right over the land they cultivate. 

This is a vital change in the socio-economic life of the people of the district in 

general. 

The traditional leadership of the society usually came from the ruler, the 

hill-chiefs and the Mutha-heads, but under the changed circumstances they 
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have lost their old prestige and status. With the spread of education and 

intellectual awakening, leadership is gradually passing into the hands of the 

common man. Tribal people are also getting accustomed to the modern 

ways of life. 

Boudh Mahotsav 

Government of Odisha announced Boudh sub-division as a new district 

w.e.f 1.1.1994. The then Chief Minister Sri Biju Pattnaik inaugurated the 

district on 2.1.1994 in a colourful ceremony which was attended among 

others by Karunakar Pattnaik, the first Collector of Boudh.  To commemorate 

this day, the District Administration has been organising the annual 

Mahotsav since 1996. 

The objectives of Boudh Mahotsav are as follows:- 

1. To promote unity and brotherhood among the people of Boudh district. 

2. To provide a platform for the development of folk songs, folk dance 

and folk culture. 

3. To encourage the indigenous handicrafts. 

4. To create awareness among the farmers and horticulturalists to adopt 

modern technology for high yielding of crops, pulses, vegetables etc. 

through advertisement. 

5. To provide a platform for cultural exchange within the state and 

beyond. 

Since 1996 the Boudh Mahostav and Pallisri Mela are celebrated with 

much pump and grandeur in the first week of January every year under the 

aegies of District Administration and Odisha Rural Development and 

Marketing Society (ORMAS). Pallishree Mela is a platform to showcase the 

handicrafts and products of cottage industries and Self Help Group is set to 

begin at exhibition ground. Artisans from across the district put their products 

in the stalls. Pallishree Mela, being organized a part of marketing mission is 

an excellent platform for rural producers and artisans to market and display 

their products direcly to the buyers and get instant feedbacks. It also put up 

exhibition stalls and cultural activities to entertain visitors.Everyday evening 

is scheduled for cultural programme containing the folk dance, folk songs, 

classical dance, classical songs, folk music etc. A large number of stalls are 

arranged on the Mahostav ground.  

SHG groups across Odisha put up their items like mustard seeds, 

pulses, chilli powder, dry-ginger powder, turmeric and turmeric powder, 

clove, cumin and many more on the display. 
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CHAPTER-IV 

AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 

Introduction 

Boudh district comes under the West Central Table Land agro-climatic 

zone of the state with geographical area of 3, 10,000 ha. The average 

annual rainfall of the district is 1623 mm which is distributed in 64 rainy days. 

Major crops include paddy, maize, green gram, blackgram, arhar, sesamum, 

groundnut, mustard, sunflower and vegetables like brinjal, tomato, 

watermelon, onion, etc. Low yield of paddy, pulses, oilseeds and vegetables 

are due to use of old and traditional varieties, improper nutrient management 

and incidence of diseases and pests, low productivity of dairy, goatery, 

poultry and pisciculture, low family income, malnutrition, deforestation and 

poor commercial horticulture and labour scarcity. Thrust areas are varietal 

replacement in different crops, integrated nutrient management, integrated 

pest management, scientific management of dairy, poultry and fishery, farm 

mechanization and farm forestry. 

The main occupation of a majority of the people of the district is 

cultivation, agriculture accounting for 70-80 per cent of the total working 

force. This is not because agriculture is well developed in the district but due 

to the fact that opportunities of gainful employment outside agriculture are 

extremely limited. The district is in a high rainfall zone but several areas are 

chronically drought-prone due to the uneven distribution of rainfall and the 

hilly terrain. Boudh area is agriculturally prosperous to some extent due to 

irrigation facilities. Ordinarily, the rainfall is adequate for a fairly good Kharif 

crop and for light crops in the Rabi season. But heavy rainfall in the earlier 

part of the rainy season and long spells of drought towards the end cause 

frequent failure of crops. The water holding capacity of the soil is very poor 

in the hilly tracts, which is yet another factor for crop failure. 

Agricultural practices in the district have improved slowly despite limited 

irrigation potential. The district presents a picture of mostly single crop 

agricultural economy. Banana cultivation is becoming popular in Boudh and 

Harabhanga Blocks. 

Soil Type 

The district has mostly red lateritic, coastal alluvial soil and black cotton 

soil.The Boudh Tahsil has got black soil and has rich deposits of alluvial soil 

and the best arable lands are found in its riverine plains. 



76 
 

The red soil favours growth of maize, jowar, bajra, ragi, turmeric, arhar, 

niger, groundnut, early paddy and fruits like guava, mango, papaya, lemon 

and pine-apple. 

In lateritic soils, jowar, maize, paddy, niger and fruit plants like mango, 

jack-fruit, guava, pine-apple, papaya and sapeta are grown. 

Alluvial soil suits the cultivation of paddy, maize, groundnut, Hi, castor, 

arhar, green gram, black gram, wheat, jowar, cotton, sugarcane, vegetables, 

and fruit plants like guava, orange, lemon, mango, litchi, sapeta and banana. 

Soil Types of Boudh District 

The district has mostly black, red and alluvial soil. The best arable 

lands are found in its riverine plains of Mahanadi. 

Black Soil 

Black soils occur sporadically in the district mostly in Harabhanga and 

Kantamal block. 

Properties:  

The name black is given to soils that are very dark in colour and turn 

extremely hard on drying and develops deep cracks upon drying. The dark 

colour of the soil may be due to presence of clay-humus complexes and/or 

titaniferous magnetite mineral.  

These soils are heavier in texture having clay content more than 30 

percent. The soils swell on wetting and shrink on drying. These have high 

water and nutrient holding capacity.  

Permeability of these soils is slow which result in severe surface soil 

erosion in case of slope lands and poses drainage problem leading to 

standing water in low lands of plain area.  

Soil moisture stress conditions set early under drought. Tillage 

operations should be completed at optimum moisture consistency. 

The soil pH is neutral to alkaline. The soil is rich in calcium but deficient 

in phosphorus, potassium, zinc and boron. Upland rice suffers from iron 

deficiency. 

Land use: The major constraints in their land use are narrowing of 

workable moisture range, low infiltration rate and poor drainage, poor 

nutrient and moisture availability of plant growth. Due to swell-shrink 

properties, these are unsuitable for laying foundations, construction of 

buildings, laying of pipe lines etc.  

The soils are inherently fertile and under rain-fed conditions, can be 

used for raising Rice, Jowar, Bajra, Maize, Soyabean, Bengal gram, 
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Safflower, Mustard and Cotton. Under irrigated condition sugarcane and 

wheat can be grown.  

Green manuring and application of bulkly organic manures help in 

increasing water infiltration rates. Recycling of rice straw improves the 

aggregability of these soils.  

Red Soil 

Red soil is found in Harabhanga and Boudh block.   

Properties 

These are red to yellowish in colour. It is red when ferric oxide ocuurs 

as haematite or anhydrous FeO and yellow when it occurs in the hydrated 

form (called limonite). 

Soils are clay loam in texture 

These soils have poor water and nutrient holding capacity. They are 

well to excessively drained, depending on topographic position and texture. 

They are in general neutral to acidic in nature. Soil acidity is corrected 

by application of lime. Application of 1 to 2 t/ha of paper mill sludge (PMS) 

corrects soil acidity. 

Soils are generally deficient in nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium. 

Micronutrients like boron and molybdenum are highly deficient in these soils. 

They are poor in organic matter. 

Water soluble phosphates get fixed and become non available to crop 

plants. Applications of in-soluble phosphates two weeks before sowing 

seeds or mixed application of insoluble rock phosphates and single super 

phosphate at equal proportion (1:1) makes the best utilization of phosphate. 

Winter vegetables and groundnut crops need application of 10 to 15 kg 

Borax/ha. Seed treatment with sodium molybdate at 10g/25 kg seeds 

corrects molybdenum deficiency in pulses and groundnut crops. Application 

of phosphogypsum at 200 kg/ha meets the sulphur demand of oil seed 

crops. 

Land Use: These soils pose limitations of soil depth (on hills and hill 

lopes), poor nutrient and water retention capacity, surface crusting and 

hardening, excessive drainage and runoff poor natural soil fertility.  

Under good management practices, these soil can be profitably used 

for a variety of agricultural, horticultural and plantation crops such as Rice, 

Minor millets, Niger, Ground nut, Maize, Soyabean, Pigeon pea, Green 

gram, Black gram, Brinjal, Potato,  Mango, Banana, Papaya, Jack fruit, 

Guava, Sapota. 
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Alluvial Soil 

Alluvial soils are found in riverine plains of Mahanadi and Tel river. 

Properties: 

1. Mostly alluvial soils of clayey texture found in the said riverine plains.  

They crack upon drying and become sticky when wet.  

2. Water holding capacity of this type of soil is high. Once water-

logged, the clay soil takes more time to become ploughable. 

Drainage is difficult due to slow permeability. 

3. PH is acidic to neutral. They are inherently rich in plant nutrients. In 

general, they are fairly sufficient in P and K, but are deficient in N 

and organic matter.   

4. Land Use: Alluvial soil suits the cultivation of Paddy, Maize, 

Groundnut, Castor, Arhar, Mung, Biri, Gram, Wheat, Jowar, Cotton, 

Sugarcane, Vegetables, and fruit plants like Guava, Orange, Lemon, 

Mango, Litchi, Sapeta and Banana. 

Land Utilization 

Land utilization in the district is conditioned by its topographical 

features. In the plains of Boudh Tahsil, the land is fertile and suitable for 

intensive cultivation and the area is fairly well provided with small irrigation 

works, tanks and wells.  

The statement below gives a picture of land utilisation in hectares in 

2014-15.  

           Total cropped area   :  85,180  

  Net Area sown   : 85,081 

  Fallow    :  32,530  

  Forest    :  1, 82,995 

  Other uncultivated land including  

  Groves and pastures  :  16,255 

  Cultivable waste  :  7,406 

  Area not available for cultivation :  8,438 
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Land Classification 

Black soil is congenial to the growth of cotton, castor, til, mustard, 

groundnut, paddy, wheat, maize, sugarcane, corriander and pulses. Fruit 

trees, such as, orange, palm, guava and pomegranate are also suitable to 

this soil. 

The agricultural land of the district has been classified into four broad 

divisions depending on the gradients of the land (i) Att, (ii) Mal, (iii) Berna 

and (iv) Bahal. Berna and Bahal are low-lying lands which are mostly used 

for paddy cultivation. Mal (locally called Majhikhandia) is medium land and 

Att (locally called Dhepaketa or Dhipa) is high land. Att and Mal are suitable 

for light crops like pulses, millets, oil-seeds and root crops.  

Crops 

Paddy, ragi, maize, wheat, minor millets (jowar, bazra, kudo, gurji, etc.) 

and pulses like arhar, Mung and blackgram. Among the commercial crops, 

potato, onion, turmeric, fruits and vegetables are the principal crops grown in 

the district. Boudh district is the chief rice-growing area where soil is fertile 

and some irrigation facilities are available. The plains of Boudh tahsil area 

are agriculturally most prosperous and considered the granary of the district.  

Out of the gross cropped area of 85,180 hectares in 2014-15, food-

grains covered the largest proportion at 85.82 % (73105 hectares). Paddy is 

the principal crop which alone accounted for 68.71 %(58,530 hectares) of 

the gross cropped area. Next to paddy, maize was also widely cultivated 

which covered 470 hectares. Besides paddy and maize, Ragi and small 

millets covering 80 hectares, which is less than 1% of the gross cropped 

area, whereas pulses which were grown rather extensively accounted for 

16.67 per cent (14,195hectares). Oil-seeds which are also important 

commercial crops in the district covered 3.76 per cent (3200 hectares) of the 

gross cropped area. Other commercial crops like sugarcane, mesta, vege-

tables, chilli, fruits, etc. are grown to a limited extent and the area under 

each of these crops is below one per cent of the gross cropped area. Major 

part of the arable land is single cropped, excepting some areas where 

irrigation is available. The area under different crops and their yield rates are  

indicated below: 

Area, Production, Yield Rate of different crops for the Agricultural Year 2012-13 

Sl. 
No. Name of the Crop 

Area in 
Hect 

Yield in Kg./  
Hect Production in MTs  

1 Kharif Rice 67280 3895 262055.60 
  Summer Rice 1200 3373 4047.60 
2 Wheat 380 1814 689.32 
3 Maize - Kharif 89 1438 127.98 
  Maize- Rabi 110 1606 176.66 
4 Ragi- Kharif 60 742 44.52 
5 Small Millets 40 484 19.36 
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6 Mung-Kharif 3630 480 1742.40 
  Mung-Rabi 9270 512 4746.24 
7 Biri-Kharif 3770 465 1753.05 
  Biri-Rabi 1930 479 924.47 
8 Arhar-Kharif 4600 710 3266.00 
9 Gram-Rabi 470 550 258.50 
10 Field Pea 430 633 272.19 
11 Kulthi-Rabi 7140 380 2713.20 
12 Other Pulses -Kharif 1690 570 963.30 
  Other Pulses- Rabi 4100 506 2074.60 
13 G. Nut - Kharif 260 1526 396.76 
14 G. Nut - Rabi 320 1722 551.04 
15 Sesamum- Kharif 2930 408 1195.44 
  sesamum- Rabi 1340 414 554.76 
16 Castor 30 628 18.84 
17 Sunflower 930 1128 1049.04 
18 Mustard 1800 413 743.40 
19 Mesta 220 880 193.60 
20 Cotton 50 388 19.40 
21 Sweet Potato 380 8750 3325.00 
22 Potato 210 14381 3020.01 
23 Onion 860 13953 11999.58 
24 Other Veg. - Kharif 8240 12688 104549.12 
  Other veg. - Rabi 7450 17348 129242.60 
25 Chiily-Kharif 470 830 390.10 
  Chiily-Rabi 500 920 460.00 
26 Corriender 420 464 194.88 
27 Garlic 150 3600 540.00 
28 Turmeric 220 6682 1470.04 
29 Ginger 140 6286 880.04 
30 Sugarcane 30 68360 2050.80 

Rice 

Rice is the most important crop and is extensively grown in thisdistrict. 

During 2014-15 it covered an area of 58,530 hectares and172950MTs of rice 

was produced, the average yield being 13.12 quintals (in terms of cleaned 

rice) per hectare. 

 There are three regular rice crops. namely, Autumn, Winter and 

Summer. Generally, the monsoon sets in during the last part of May or the 

early part of June. Before the onset of monsoon, the cultivators prepare their 

high land (Dhipa) to grow the Autumn rice which is also a short duration 

variety. Mostly they broadcast the local varieties of paddy like Punia in the 

month of June and the crop is harvested in September. During the last few 

years special care has been taken for improvement of agriculture and the 

farmers of the district are being persuaded to grow short duration high-

yielding varieties of rice like CRM-13, Annapurna, Pusa, Kaling, Kaberi, 

etc.,in the high lands. 

The cultivators are also encouraged to grow drought resistant varieties 

of millets like ragi, jowar and maize in the high lands in place of autumn rice. 

The winter rice is grown on medium low lands. In June-July the 

cultivators make their field ready for transplanting and broadcasting of the 
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favourable local varieties like Jhalka, Gurumi, Chinamali, Nadiasuta, 

Sunakhadi, etc. The rice crop is harvested in November and December. 

During recent years the local varieties are being gradually replaced by high 

yielding varieties like Jagannath, Padma, Jaya, Hema, Rajeswari, Bijaya, 

Ratna, etc. 

The cultivators of Boudh grow summer rice as the second crop near 

perennial streams and in the ayacut areas of irrigation projects. The irrigation 

potentiality is also very poor, which is about 12 per cent of the total cultivated 

area of the district. Mostly the high-yielding varieties are cultivated. The 

seedlings are transplanted in January and the crop is harvested in April and 

May. 

The seed replacement rate of paddy seed in the year 2014-15 is 41% 

as compared to state SRR 25-31%. 

Wheat  

Wheat is grown as a second crop during the Rabi season. Its cultivation 

is confined to the areas having irrigation facilities, specially in the Community 

Development Blocks of Boudh, Harabhanga and Kantamal which are 

irrigated by the Salki Irrigation Project and some Lift Irrigation points. During 

the last five years high yielding varieties of wheat like Janak, Sonalika, etc., 

have been introduced in the district. Introduction of the improved varieties 

have completely replaced the common varieties cultivated earlier. In 2014-

15, wheat cultivation coversan area of 165 hectares, the production was 

2805 tonnes and the yield was 17 quintals per hectare. 

Maize  

Maize is a very important crop of the district. Most of the high lands of 

the district are covered by millets, out of which maize occupies 50hectares 

during Rabi and 470 Hectare during Kharif (2014-15). The introduction of 

composite maize varieties, viz., Vikram, Vijaya, Jowahar, Protina, etc., and 

hybrid varieties like Va- 803 Nujivudihave helped the cultivators in getting a 

higher yield by using their own seed stock. But still the local varieties are 

extensively cultivated in the district. During 2015-16 an area of 210 acres 

was put under hybrid maize, whereas the common local varieties were 

cultivated in 530 hectares. Maize is mainly grown as a Kharif crop. Its 

cultivation in Rabi season is very much limited. The total production of maize 

during 2014-15 was 1237 tonnes and the yield was 21.33 quintals per 

hectare. 

Ragi is cultivated fairly extensively in the district. It is mainly grown 

during the Kharif season and the area covered in the Rabi season is 

negligible. During Kharif 2015, a demonstration of 10 acres was put under 

ATMA demonstration.  
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Pulses like biri (black gram), mung (green gram), arhar, cow pea, 

Pulses etc., were extensively cultivated throughout the district in the 

Kharifseason and Rabi season. During recent years‘ measures are being 

taken by the Agriculture Department for pulse cultivation twice or thrice in a 

year. The medium and low lands which remained fallow after the harvesting 

of paddy are now grown with various pulses. The cultivators are being 

encouraged to grow the short duration and high-yielding variety Pusa-

Baisakhi mung and T. 9 biri thrice in a year. Every year a large area is 

covered with kulthi in fallow lands during Kharif season and also as a 2nd 

crop after the harvest of oil-seeds and millets. Pusa-Baisakhi mung is being 

grown in summer as the 3rd crop where there is irrigation facility. The 

improved strains are gradually replacing the local varieties. The modern 

methods of cultivation are being conducted in the fields of the farmers for 

demonstration. Mung, biri, kulthi, field pea, gram, etc. were cultivated as 2nd 

crop in an area of about 14025 hectares in 2014-15 Kharif and 25178 

hectares in Rabi 2014-15. The total area under pulses was 39203 hectares 

in 2014-15. Production was to the tune of 15681 tonnes with a yield rate of 4 

quintals per hectare. Among the pulses kulthi is the most important crop 

which covered 7140 hectares followed by mung covering 14630hectares and 

biri covering 5620 hectares in 2014-15. 

The district is noted for some oil-seeds like mustard and groundnut. 

The oil-seeds are extensively cultivated during the Kharif season. During 

Rabi season the cultivators grow mustard, sunflower, safflower, castor, etc., 

either as a single crop or as a 2nd crop. Niger and mustard are cultivated as 

single crop during the middle of August or in early part of September when 

there is scope for receiving rainfall, usually these land are left fallow during 

the Kharif season. In some cases these oil-seeds are also grown as a 2nd 

crop in rice fields and other high lands after the harvest of paddy and millets. 

The farmers are being advised to take up these cash crops in irrigated 

pockets by adopting the modern and scientific methods. The Improved and 

high-yielding varieties of oil-seeds like Ak-12-24 groundnut, M-27 and 

TISEL-14 mustard, NPH-1. castor, etc., are gradually becoming popular 

among the farmers of the district. To popularize the improved seeds 

demonstrations are being conducted every year during Kharif season and 

Rabi season in the farmers' fields. During 2014-15, oil-seeds covered an 

area of 3150 hectares. The production figure was 3044 tonnes with a yield 

rate of 5.68 quintals per hectare.  

Sugarcane 

Sugarcane is an important cash crop. Its cultivation is more 

conspicuous in Boudh block due to the availability of irrigation facility. This 

crop is grown in compact patches in Boudh Block whereas it is scattered in 

other two blocks. Its cultivation is gradually increasing in the Boudh area due 
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to easy transport facility of sugarcane to the Bargarh Sugar Factory. 

Improved verieties of sugarcane like Co-997, Co-62172, etc., have been 

popularly introduced among the cultivators for more yield. 

Vegetables  

The main vegetables cultivated in the district include sweet potato, 

onion, cole crops, tomato, pumpkin, ridge gourd, bottle guard, bean, etc. 

Generally, vegetables are grown in lands lying close to the habitation and 

with easy irrigation facility. The climate of this district is congenial to the 

growth of cole crops and other vegetables. During 2014-15sweet potato was 

cultivated in 158 hectares during Kharif and onion in 1000 hectares during 

Rabi. The total area under vegetable cultivation was 7620 hectares during 

Kharif 2014-15 and 13705 hectares during Rabi 2014-15. 

Condiments and Spices  

Chilli, corriander, garlic, ginger and turmeric are cultivated in the district. 

During 2014-15, spices covered an area of 830 hectares during Kharif and 

857 hectares during Rabi 2014-15.  

Improvement of Agriculture  

Most of the farming communities of this district are small and marginal 

farmers. Their socio-economic condition being very poor they need ample 

assistance to follow improved agricultural practices. The plains of Boudh 

subdivision give higher yield than the hilly areas. But the most important 

factor adversely affecting the yield rates is the small extent of irrigation 

facility available in the district which restricts the introduction and efficacy of 

improved agricultural inputs like high yielding seeds and fertilizers. To train 

farmers of this district and to transfer latest agricultural technologies like Line 

Transplanting, Line sowing, System of Rice Intensification (SRI), Mixed 

cropping, Mechanized line transplanting, etc. field staffs of Agriculture 

department and Krushi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) and line departments are 

working in a successive manner. 

Agriculture production efficiency depends on seven basic inputs which 

lead to have a bumper harvest. These are Seed, Fertilizer, Pesticide, 

Irrigation, Farm Mechanization, Credit and last but not least technology. The 

productivity through better use of inputs technology and with diversification 

of highland local paddy to suitable high value and low duty crops.Besides 

strong extension support from the agriculture field functionaries, strategic 

interventions in form of subsidized supply and sale of Seeds, Pesticides, 

Agril. Implements etc. are being provided through the various programmes 

under the schemes NFSM, NMOOP, RKVY and other schemes for achieving 

the desired results. Emphasis must also be given on advising farmers for 

timely sowing, maintance of optimum plant population, irrigation at critical 
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stages of growth, popularization of organic farming and integrated plant 

protection measures which will improve productivity and reduce the cost of 

production. 

Tractors and pumps are being used increasingly used. Other plant 

protection implements such as sprayers and dusters are being used by the 

farmers for applying insecticides. The traditional wooden plough has been 

replaced by iron plough in many places. Improved agricultural implements 

like mould bold plough, seed drill, garden rake, trench hoe, sprayers, etc., 

are being supplied at subsidized rates to the poor farmers of the district. 

Demonstrations in the cultivator's fields are being conducted by the 

Agriculture Department to convince them about the modern fanning 

methods. The local farmers are accustomed to growing long duration paddy 

varieties for good harvest under favorable weather conditions. But due to 

uncertainty of monsoon they sustain heavy loss to the extent of total crop 

failure. So it has become necessary to introduce and popularize short 

duration, stress tolerant varieties of different paddy like Swarna-Sub-1, etc. 

With the success of crop demonstrations,the farmers are gradually giving up 

the primitive method of cultivation and taking two crops with residual 

moisture in rainfed areas and three crops in irrigated areas. Farmers training 

camps are also being organized to acquaint them with all the aspects of 

scientific agriculture.  

In order to help the cultivators to take to improved agricultural practices, 

cash loans under the Agriculturists' Loans Act and Land Improvement Loan 

Act are regularly given to deserving tenants. There are 42 Service Co-

operative Societies in the district to cater to the agricultural credit needs of 

the agriculturists in the area who are mostly tribal and Scheduled Castes 

people. There are 106961families in the district, out of which 65625 are 

cultivators. About Rs. 9500 lakhs were made available to the agriculturists 

for agricultural operations during 2015-16 by the Central Co-operative Bank 

and the Land Development Bank 

Agricultural shows and exhibitions are being conducted every year in 

different places of the district and prizes are awarded to the winners. Crop 

competitions in paddy, potato, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, etc., are being 

conducted every year and prizes are awarded to the successful farmers. 

Farmers' training programmes both in the fields and in camps are being 

conducted by the Agriculture Department to educate the cultivators on 

advanced methods of scientific cultivation with improved seeds, implements 

and fertilizers. Multiple cropping demonstrations in the farmers' fields have 

created a good impact on the agriculturists. 

Agriculture in the district is getting somewhat mechanized. Of course, 

the age-old wooden plough and several other implements to suit to the local 
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conditions of soil and crop are still in use. The country plough is the most 

commonly used implement. Subsidy is also being given to the poor farmers 

to purchase improved agricultural implements which are gradually becoming 

popular among them. Servicing facilities of agricultural implements in the 

district are almost absent. Now a dayspeople of this district use paddy, ragi, 

maize, jower, mesta, vegetables, chilli, groundnut, etc., are mostly grown in 

the Kharif season. Crops usually grown in the rabi season are wheat, winter 

paddy, oil seeds, potato, tobacco, onion, garlic, coriander and some varieties 

of pulses. Generally, only one crop is now being grown in the Kharif season. 

There is hardly any second crop. Area under multiple cropping is also 

limited. In the irrigated areas paddy is followed by a second crop usually of 

pulses, oil seeds or wheat. In other areas paddy is the sole crop of the year. 

Absence of assured water supply has considerable impact on the district. In 

the non-irrigated areas crop pattern is hardly diversified and a second crop is 

seldom grown. Yet another method of increasing agricultural production is to 

introduce rational cropping pattern which are best suited to the local 

conditions. Such patterns have been developed for the district by the State 

Agriculture Department and during the past few years demonstrations have 

been conducted in the cultivator's fields under various schemes. Such 

demonstrations have a good impact on the cultivators and create initiative for 

intensive cultivation. Gradually, the farmers are adopting double cropping, 

multiple cropping, mixed cropping, inter-cropping and relay cropping 

practices. These diversified and rotational methods of improved cultivation 

with high-yielding seeds have helped the cultivators to bear the loss from 

failure of a particular crop.  

Traditionally, the cultivators take particular care for the production of 

quality seeds and seedlings. After harvesting the crop is dried thoroughly 

and then threshed. It is further dried in the sun for a few days and then 

stored. Leaves of some indigenous plants and also ash are mixed with the 

seeds as a precaution against pest attack. During recent years increased 

attention is being given to the quality of seeds and seedlings for 

betterproduction and for maintaining the quality of the high-yielding varieties. 

The nucleus seeds are generally supplied by the Agriculture Department and 

also by the Seed Corporation of India. Previously the tribal farmers did not 

pay much attention to the quality of seeds. However, of late, the use of 

improved seeds is gaining popularity among them. 

Quantity of seeds supplied to the cultivators by the Agriculture Depart-

ment during 2014-15 is given below: 

Category of seeds Quantitysupplied  

(in quintals) 

Paddy 14941.20 
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Maize 0.00 

Moong 19.60 

Biri 9.00 

Arhar 23.60 

Groundnut 4'71 

The soil of the district is poor in humus content and acidic in nature. So 

addition of adequate quantity of organic matter in terms of rural compost and 

super digest compost is necessary for better yield. Cow-dung still remains 

the principal manure. The farmers dump cow-dung refuses of the cattle shed 

and other left overs from the crop which form the farmyard manure. Oil-cake 

and silt of old tank are also applied in the fields. Green manuring of the fields 

is also done to some extent. PMS (Paper Mill Sludge) have been supplied in 

subsidized rate to over come the acidic medium soil.    

In order to educate the farmers about the proper and scientific method 

of composting it has been decided to give financial assistance to the poor 

farmers for the preparation of superdigest compost. Green manuring has 

been adopted throughout the district. With the efforts of the Agriculture 

Department the local cultivators are gradually adopting compost as a 

substitute for farmyard manure.  

The use of chemical fertilizerssubstantially improves the productivity of 

crops. Due importance is given on use of balanced fertilizer in line with the 

integrated nutrient management principle, which not only enhances 

production but also maintains the productivity of the soil. Another drawback 

for extensive use of chemical fertilisers is want of sufficient irrigation 

facilities. Generally nitrogenous, phosphatic and potassic fertilizers are used. 

Consumption of chemical fertilizers in the district during last 3 years is given 

below. 

Year Nitrogenous(in MT) Phosphatic (in MT) Potassic(in MT) 

2012-13 3601.2 1455.3 655.7 

2013-14 5192.4 1897.8 755.6 

2014-15 3879.8 1748.7 445.45 

 

Both co-operatives and private dealers supply fertilisers to the farmers. 

Till today, there are 6 nos. of wholesalers and 329 nos. of retailers in the 

district. 

Plant Protection 

There are some diseases and pests that cause considerable damage to 

crops. To add to this, damage is also caused by birds and wild animals. 

Paddy crop is generally attacked by stem borer, rice bug, case worm, rice 
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hispa, jassids, blast, blight, etc. Pyrill'a purpuvila is the common pest found 

in the sugarcane and it is also affected by stem borer and top shoot borer. 

Potato is affected by early and late blight. Ginger and turmeric are affected 

by Ryhozone rat. Besides, grass hoppers, caterpillars, fungi and virus cause 

a lot of damage to different crops. 

Use of modern insecticides and fungicides were unknown to cultivators 

in the past. A number of superstitious practices were followed by the people 

to ward-off the pest and crop diseases. Leaves, barks and ash of some 

indigenous plants with very bitter taste and small are still used to prevent 

pests while storing grains. 

With wide propagation and demonstrations, the Agriculture Department 

has been able to impress upon the cultivators the benefits of modern 

technique of agricultural practices. Gradually the people have adopted 

scientific methods to control pests and crop diseases. Sufficient stocks of 

pesticides and plant protection equipment‘s are maintained at the district 

headquarters and at the Block level sale centers at 50% subsidized rate to 

ensure timely supply to the farmers. Some farmers have also their own 

sprayers and dusters. All Agricultural Extension Officers take pest 

surveillance work through the village Agricultural workers / farmer‘s friends 

and intimate the appearance of pest and disease attack, if any, to the control 

room of the District Office for taking immediate action. The contact number 

of control number of Deputy Director of Agriculture, Boudh is 06841-211233. 

There are 32 nos. of pesticide dealers in the district. 

Agricultural Farms  

There is one agricultural farm in the district located at Boudh, Paljhar, 

maintained by the Agriculture Department of the State Government. This 

farm is meant for the production of improved seeds and grafts for supplying 

to the cultivators. Scientific methods of agricultural practices are also demon-

strated in these farms. Brief descriptions of the agricultural farms are given 

below.  

Paljhar Farm  

Established in 1942-43, the Paljhar farm is situated in village Paljhar at 

a distance of about 20 km. from Boudh near the head-works of Salki medium 

irrigation project. The paddy seed multiplication farm covers an area of 

181.364 hectares.  

Brief Report on Activities of K.V.K., Boudh 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi sanctioned Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra, Boudh in the year 2005, which started functioning at Paljhar 

Farm from 01.07.2005. It acts as a major channel for transfer of agricultural 

technology to farmers‘ field. K.V.K. in the district serves as knowledge and 
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resource center of Agricultural technology for the farmers. It operates as per 

mandates of ICAR for the upliftment of socio-economic condition of the 

farming community of the district.  

Mandate  

Assessment, Refinement and Demonstration of Improved Technologies 

/ Products. 

Activities 

a. On Farm Testing (OFT) to identify location specific technologies in 

various farming situations. 

b. Front Line Demonstration (FLD) to establish production potentials on 

the farmer‘s field. 

c. Trainings for farmers, farm women and rural youth on agriculture 

and allied disciplines to update their knowledge and skills.  

d. In-service training to extension functionaries to orient them in frontier 

areas of technology development. 

e. Work as resource and knowledge centre of agriculture technology 

for supporting initiatives of public, private and voluntary sector.  

f. Create awareness about frontier technologies through large number 

of extension activities like farmers‘ fair, field day, strategic campaign, 

Ex-trainees meet, publication of literature etc. 

g. Production and distribution of quality seed/planting materials to 

farmers. 

Since inception, 13 villages have been adopted by K.V.K., Boudh for 

their overall development. Besides, KVK has assessed 116 technologies in 

farmers‘ fields through On Farm Testing with 812 trials in different 

operational villages. Similarly, 206 Front Line Demonstrations have been 

conducted in farmers field in different frontier technologies in an area of 

249.05 ha with 1724 beneficiaries. K.V.K. has imparted 550 nos of Training 

programmes to 14558 farmers and farm women to upgrade their knowledge 

and skill in the field of Agriculture and allied subjects. Similarly, 118 training 

Programme have been imparted to 2674 Rural Youths and 82 training 

programmes have been imparted to 1584 extension personnel to update 

them with recent technology. Besides, 110 unemployed youths have been 

trained on mushroom spawn production, carp fry and fingerling rearing, 

vermicomposting to support their livelihood activities. K.V.K has produced 

and distributed 64.2 qtls seed of Paddy, Greengram, Arhar, Sesamum and 

Dhanicha, 18,59,255 nos of seedlings of fruits, vegetables, ornamentals and 

forest species, 65.5 kg of paddy straw mushroom, 520 Nos of mushroom 
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spawn, 2500 Nos of poultry chicks, 15 qtls of Vermicompost and 2 kg of 

vermin. A number of extension literature have been published and 

distributed to the farmers along with organization of a good number of other 

extension activities towards the solution of the identified problem in the 

farming sector. Besides the center has been providing all sorts of technical 

and infrastructural support to the line departments for effective 

implementation of different developmental programmes. 

Important Technologies Popularized by KVK, Boudh 

Varietal Replacement in Paddy 

Paddy variety Pratikshya was assessed and demonstrated in the 

farmers field recorded 28% yield increase over the farmer‘s variety Swarna 

and the variety spread to 600 ha in the district. Similarly the variety 

Manaswini recorded 18% yield increase over farmers variety Lalata and 

spread to 150ha in the district. 

Transplanting Technique in Watermelon 

Transplanting of 10-15 days old seedlings of watermelon raised in poly 

bag reduces the mortality of plant from 24% to 4% and increases yield 

by18% over farmers practices i.e. direct sowing of seed and applying flood 

irrigation. This technology spreads to 120 ha area in the district. 

Cultivation of Hybrid Sunflower-KBSH-I 

Sunflower is one of the important oilseed crop grown in the District in 

260ha area during Rabi. Low yield of the crop is due to use of composite 

variety. Sunflower variety KBSH-I was demonstrated in farmer field are 

recorded 50% increase in yield over composite variety (modern) and the 

variety spread to 80 ha in the district. 

Cultivation of Onion Variety Agri Found Light Red 

Onion is cultivated in an area of 380ha in the district. Major problem in 

onion is low yield due to use of small size Nasik red variety. K.V.K. assessed 

the variety Agri found light red in farmers field which recorded 19% more 

yield from Nasik Red. This variety spread to an area of 80 ha in the district. 

 Wilt Management in Pointed Gourd 

Wilting of plant was a major problem in pointed gourd in the district. 

K.V.K. demonstrated the technology of root cutting treatment with solution of 

Pseudomonas + Trichoderma @2g/lit with drenching of plant base with 

Ridomyl@2g/lit, which reduced the mortality of plant from 44 % to 9 % and 

increased yield by 32%.This technology spread over 25ha  area in the 

district. 
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 Chemical weed control in Paddy 

Pre-emergence application of weedicide Butachlor @ 2.0 lit/ha in 

upland paddy effectively controlled the weed and recorded 19 % increase in 

yield and this technology spread in area of 2300 ha in the district. 

Popularization of HYV of onion  

Cultivation of onion variety N-53 in kharif has been popularized 

extensively throughout the district. 

IPM in Cauliflower  

Use of pheromone trap @ 20 no/ha and alternate application of Bt @ 1 

kg/ha and Cypermethrin 10 EC @ 1 lt./ ha is most appropriate for 

management of pod borer in cauliflower. 

IPM in Pigeon pea 

Use of pheromone trap @ 20 no/ha and alternate application of Bt @ 1 

kg/ha and Cypermethrin 10 EC @ 1 lt./ ha is most appropriate for 

management of pod borer in cauliflower. 

IPM in Brinjal 

Soil application of neem cake @250 kg/ha and alternate spraying of 

Triazophos@ 2 ml/lt    and neem oil @ 5 ml/lt. is recommended for shoot 

and fruit borer management in brinjal. 

Special Agricultural Products/Crops 

a. Kalamoong: A black coloured local moong variety grown, mostly in 

Ramagarh, Dhalapur (Mahanadi Riverine plains) areas of Harbhanga 

Block, in around 200 Ha during Oct-Jan. Its yield potential is Q5.0-

Q6.0 /ha. (approx.) 

b. Dhoba Chana: Popularly called ―Tiashi‖ is a local variety small in size, 

smooth skinned, white coloured gram grown in Rabi season from 

November to January mostly in Harabhanga Block. It is grown in 

around 100 Ha. in the district. Its yield potential is Q5.0 to Q6.0/ha. 

(approx.) 

Watershed Management 

In Boudh district, nearly 70% of cultivable area is under rained 

agriculture. The productivity of these areas is very low and uncertain due to 

total dependency on monsoon. The amount of rainfall and its distribution is 

very important characteristic that affects the agricultural productivity in the 

Boudh district. The rainfall, being the only source of moisture for crop in 

rained farming, its predictions for occurrence over period of time based on 

past records is very important for crop planning. There are also long dry 
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spells during the monsoon. This emphasis for urgent need of water for life 

saving irrigation during dry spells. 

Agriculture in dry land/ rainfed areas is complex, diverse and risk-

prone. Wide gap between potential and actual productivity exists in this belt 

due to a number of climatic, edaphic, social, economic, institutional and 

cultural constraints. Productive, remunerative, sustainable and eco-friendly 

technologies are available for improving resource use efficiency and 

promoting a quantum jump in land productivity. These encompass the 

strategies viz. Watershed basis of soil and water conservation, 

multienterprise integrated farming system approach, tree-based farming, 

diversification and variety substitution, contingent crop planning and 

management strategy for adverse weather. 

Watershed is geo-hydrological unit from which water drains to a given 

point. It requires proper management of land and water. The basis aspects 

of watershed management include overall area treatment for in-situ water 

harvesting, drainage-line treatment and WHS /EX-situ water harvesting. It 

refers to harvesting rain water where it falls or in the close vicinity. It is 

accomplished by several agrostological and engineering measures. 

Agrostological/biological methods comprise contour farming; cover cropping, 

strip-cropping, mulching, and alleycropping, mixed cropping/intercropping 

and vegetative barriers. Engineering/mechanical measures for in situ 

moisture conservation include land levelling, compartmental bonding, broad 

bed furrow (BBF), bonding, trenching, terracing, crescent/ half-moon pit and 

ring pit. 

Government of India formulated a set of guidelines that brought the 

DPAP, IWDP and NWDPR under a single umbrella. In coordination with 

planning commission an initiative has been taken to formulate common 

guidelines 2008 for watershed development projects. These guidelines are 

applicable to all watershed development projects in all departments under 

the scheme Integrated Watershed Development Programme (IWMP). 

Watershed under NWDPRA  

As per common guidelines in the Boudh district the watershed activity 

had been taken up since 8th five-year plan period in rainfed area under the 

scheme National Watershed Development Project for Rainfed Areas 

(NWDPRA) under the ministry of Agriculture Government of India. In 11th 

five year plan period one no of Micro Watershed had been taken in 

Kantamal block of Boudh district is given below. 
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Information on NWDPRA, Boudh 

Sl. 
No. 

Block Period 
No. of 
Micro 

Watersheds 

Total 
Geographical 

Area  
(In Ha.) 

Total 
Treated 

Area  
(In Ha.) 

Total 
Project 
Outlay 

(In lakhs) 

1 Kantamal 

 
Eleventh 
five year 
plan 

1 780 500 30 

Watershed under DPAP  

Under DPAP, 40 micro watersheds have been taken in Boudh 

district and 20000 ha. area could have been treated so far. 

Information on DPAP, Boudh 

Sl. 
No. 

Block Batch 
No. of 

Watersheds 

Total 
Geographical 

Area  
(In Ha.) 

Total 
Treated 

Area  
(In Ha.) 

Total 
Project 
Outlay 

 (in 
lakhs) 

SHG 
formed 

Member 
enrolled 

1 Kantamal 

6th 4 3181 2000 120.00 72 517 
7th 11 8436 5500 330.00 84 774 
11th 2 1179 1000 60.00 9 83 
12th 2 1765 1000 60.00 8 60 
Total 19 14561 9500 570.00 173 1434 

2 Harbhanga 

6th 5 3091 2500 150.00 17 231 
7th 10 6150 5000 300.00 69 879 
11th 3 1578 1500 90.00 12 139 
12th 3 2265 1500 90.00 13 167 

  
  Total 21 13084 10500 630.00 111 1416 
Grand Total 40 27645 20000 1200.00 284 2850 

 

Watershed under IWMP  

Watershed projects under IWMP have been taken since 2009 as per 

common guideline 2008, subsequently revised during 2011. The detail is 

given below. 

Basic Information on Watershed under IWMP, Boudh 

Sl. 
No. 

Block Batch 
Year of 

initiation 

No. of 
Micro 

Watersh
eds 

Total 
Project 
Outlay 

(In lakhs) 

Total 
Geographica

l Area  
(In Ha.) 

Treatable 
Area  

(In Ha.) 

Area 
already 
Treated  
(In Ha.) 

1 Boudh 

Batch-I (2009-10) 9 648.00 5700 5400 3640 

Batch-III (2011-12) 9 684.00 7101 5700 2327 

Batch-V (2013-14) 9 728.16 8346.5 6068 254 

2 Harbhanga 
Batch-I (2009-10) 5 312.00 2835 2600 1691 

Batch-III (2011-12) 11 660.00 6010 5500 1911 

3 Kantamal 
Batch-II (2010-11) 8 600.00 5356 5000 2510 

Batch-III (2011-12) 11 696.00 6092 5800 1402 

Total    62 4328.16 41440.5 36068 13735 
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Under IWMP the following works have been taken in the watershed 

area under watershed work phase. 

Ridge Area Treatment 

 All activities required to restore the health of the catchment area by 

reducing the volume and velocity of surface runoff, including regeneration of 

vegetative cover in forest and common land, afforestation, staggered 

trenching, contour and graded bunding, bench terracing etc. Drainage line 

treatment with a combination of vegetative and engineering structures, such 

as earthen checks, brushwood checks, gully plugs, loose boulder checks, 

gabion structures, underground dykes etc.Development of water harvesting 

structure such as low-cost farm ponds, nalla bunds, check dams, percolation 

tanks and ground water recharge structures. Land development including in-

situ soil and moisture conservation and drainage management measures 

like field bunds, contour and graded bunds fortified with plantation, bench 

terracing in hilly terrain etc. Crop demonstrations for popularizing new 

crops/varieties. Pasture development, sericulture, bee-keeping, back yard 

poultry, small ruminant, other livestock and micro-enterprises. Veterinary 

services for livestock and other livestock improvement measures.Fisheries 

development in village ponds/tanks, farm pond etc. 

Demographic Information on Watersheds Activities, Boudh 
Name of Block:- Boudh Harbhanga Kantamal 

NRM 
structure 

Water Body 32 27 44 

Farm Pond 21 17 22 

Diversion Wire 14 10 11 

Loose Bold Stracture 28 18 31 

Field Bonding 10 Ha. 30 Ha. 18 Ha. 

Percolation Tank 23 22 23 

Livelihood,  
PS and ME 
Promotion 

SHG 50 Nos. 20 Nos. 75 Nos. 

CIG 80 Nos. 50 Nos. 30 Nos. 

Ugs 200 Nos. 65Nos. 150Nos. 

Capacity 
Building 

Training Agriculture 48 36 14 

Training on Horticulture 18 14 22 

Skill based trainings 8 4 9 

Training on Fisheries Nursery 
management 

14 7 10 

Training on First Aid on 
Vetenary 

2 2 2 

For implementation and monitoring of watershed projects the following 

functionaries are working at Boudh after creation of project director 

watershed office in the year 2012. 

District Level (WCDC) - Project Director, Watershed. 

Block Level (PIA) - Asst. Soil Conservation Officer, Soil Conservation 

Extension Worker, Watershed Management Team. 
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Gram Panchayat Level (Watershed Committee Level)   

In Boudh district, there are more than 220 micro watersheds yet to be 

treated. It becomes necessary for occurrence of frequent long dry spells 

during the rainy season. During dry spells watershed harvesting is needed 

for life saving irrigation. There is 85% of probability that there would be no 

rain or few rains after 15 September in Boudh district. In such cases 

irrigation through water harvesting in small ponds is very good strategy in 

watershed areas for cropping programme. 

Irrigation 

Compared to other districts of the state, Boudh is rather deficient in 

irrigation facilities. The district has a satisfactory rainfall, but it is frequently 

affected by drought due to untimely rain and its uneven distribution. Canals 

are the only dependable sources of irrigation. Other sources of irrigation 

available in the district are tanks, wells, minor irrigation projects and lift 

irrigation from rivers. 

Almost all the areas of the district are prone to frequent recurrence of 

drought condition which affects agriculture very badly. At present cultivation 

is largely confined to the Kharif season. Most of the irrigation currently 

available is used during the rainy season. Of the total net sown area of 

85,180 hectares in 2014-15, only 55,941hectares (65.67 per cent) were 

under irrigation. During the Kharif season 55,941 hectares of land were 

irrigated and 16132 Hectares in Rabi season. Irrigation facilities available in 

the district are discussed below: 

Among the principal rivers in the district mention may made of the 

Bagh, the Salki, and the Laxmipathar Nalla. These are mostly hill streams 

which form the effluents of larger rivers like the Mahanadi and the Tel. The 

last rivers i.e the Mahanadi and the Tel do not trace their course within the 

district, but only form its northern and north-western boundaries respectively. 

Bagh 

The Bagh rises in the hills near Bandhagarh to the extreme south of the 

Kandhamals subdivision and then pursues a westerly course till some 

distance north of Sadingia where it turns abruptly at right angle and flows 

due north through the hills, eventually falling into the Mahanadi in Boudh 

after flowing for about 64 Km. 

This river has two tributaries, namely, Sunamundi and Odakhiyanala. 

The former, a perennial hill stream, rises in the hills near Phiringia and after 

a course of nearly 28 Km. joins the Bagh. The Odakhiyanala starts from 

Ukuradu Parbat and is also a perennial stream. After a tortuous rocky course 

of about 27 Km, it joins the Bagh. 
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Salki 

The Salki (Salunki) rises in the great table-land around Udayagiri in 

Baliguda Sub-division   (near the hills of Raikia)  and flows due north almost 

straight across the Kandhamal and Boudh sub-divisions, which it divides into 

nearly two equal parts, and joins the Mahanadi in Boudh Sub-division. The 

length of the river is about 51 km. 

The Bagh and the Salki do not dry up completely in summer. But after 

rains almost all of their feeders become dry. None of these streams are fit for 

navigation. In the rains they are swollen rapidly, and at other times they are 

either too shallow or quite dry in places. Their beds are tortuous and rocky 

and rocky and in many places consist of solid sheets of rock covered with 

only a few inches of water. Here and there, however, there are deep pools 

which never dry up and fish swarm in them in dry season. The streams are 

usually shut in by high banks which normally precludes the chances of an 

overflow and if the banks are over topped after unusually heavy rain, the 

water cannot spread far owing to the hills and slopes running down to the 

water edge. When full, these streams are too rapid to divert and when 

irrigation is needed, they are dry. Some of the smaller feeder streams, 

however , retain water for two or three months after the rainy season and 

could be utilized, , for they are capable of being harnessed at no great cost, 

and the water could be carried over a fairly large extent of country if diverted 

sufficiently high up at the foot of the hills.   

Among the less important rivers in the district mention may be made of 

the Meheruni, the Ganduni, the Hinamanda, the Sagdia, the Barajhor, all of 

which flow within the Boudh Sub-division. These form the tributaries of the 

Mahanadi. The Khadago and the Raul with its tributary the Burakusma Nala, 

take their origin in the Baliguda subdivision and almost travel in a north 

westerly direction to join the river Tel in the neighboring district. The rivers of 

Baliguda subdivision pass through rocky surface and so have little chances 

of changing their course. Though they are perennial in nature the volume of 

water during the winter and summer is considerably small. Flood is frequent 

in Boudh district. The flood water of the river Mahanadi, Tel, Salki, Bagh and 

Laxmipathar play havoc during monsoon every year, the worst effected 

years being 1980, 1982, 2008 and 2011. 

Lakes and Tanks 

There are no lakes in the district. However, there are a large number of 

tanks. Government tanks have been transferred to the control of the Grama 

Panchayats for taking up pisciculture. Besides, they too are used for bathing 

and irrigation purposes.     

However, as there is no single reservoir scheme in the district so far, it 

has been thought of converting the existing tanks within the ayacut of of 

Salki Irrigation Project into Irrigation tanks which will act as small reservoirs 
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for the project.  These tanks will cater irrigation demands of people during 

lean periods i.e dry spells in rainy season. 

Existing Irrigation Projects in Boudh District 

The ex-state of Boudh was subjected to drought in most of the years 

resulting in failure of crops. The concept of utilizing the vast potentiality of 

river Salki a tributary of the river Mahanadi having catchment of 640 Sqm. 

was framed during 1955 and the project named Salki Diversion weir was 

commissioned during the year 1965. 

The project envisages construction of a diversion weir across river Salki 

near village Paljhar to cater the irrigation demands of people through its Left 

and Right distribution system for an area of 45,000 Ac. of CCA in Boudh 

block of Boudh District during Khariff and 1000 Ha of CCA during Rabi 

season. 

  In order to improve the Socio-economic standards of the people of 

drought affected tribal area, Bagh Barrage Project has been proposed in 

Kantamal Tahasil of Boudh District. The Project proposal was cleared by 

CWC in 1994 and commissioned during 2009. 

The scheme envisages construction  of Barrage across river Bagh near 

village Sagada having latitude of 20
0
-39

‘
-0

‘‘ 
and longitude of 84

0
-0

‘
-2

‘‘
 to 

provide irrigation to 8835 Ha and 2000 Ha through its left and right 

distribution system during Khariff and 3864 Ha through left distribution 

system in Rabi. 

Rivers and Irrigation Position 

 Mahanadi, Tel, Salunki, Bagh, Khadang and Meheruni are the main 

rivers in the district, which are important sources of surface irrigation. 

Ground water sources also have important contribution to irrigation in the 

district. Source-wise irrigation potential in the district is given in the following 

table. 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Sources 
Ayacut Area (in ha.) 

Kharif Rabi 

1 Medium Irrigation Project (Salunki) 19891 1040 
2 Medium Irrigation Project, (Bagh) 8835 - 
3 Minor Irrigation Project 13728 170 
4 LIP 11457 10923 
4 Dugwell/Borewell 2858 2552 
5 WHS 510 97 
6 Other Sources 1570 1500 

 Total 58849 16282 

 

Proposed Irrigation Projects in Boudh District 

1. There is one Reservoir scheme named Laxmipathara nalla  Irrigation 

Project under survey   and Investigation stage for which the detail 
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project report has been submitted to central water commission for 

clearance.The project envisages construction of a Reservoir near 

village Kirtanga in Hrabhanga block in Boudh District on completion 

it will provide irrigation to 3200 Ha of CCA in Harabhanga Block 

besides reducing flood hazards which occur every year in almost all 

the villages located along its banks, before it joins the river 

Mahanadi.  

2. There is one hydro power proposal named Khadaga Hydro Power 

Project near village Ghurubali in Baliguda block of Kandhamal 

district. It is a reservoir scheme which envisages construction of a 

dam and spillway along with Left and Right distribution system. The 

vast potentiality of river Khadaga will provide Irrigation to 37140 Ha 

of CCA in Kantamal and Boudh Block of Boudh district besides 

Power generation.   

3. The scheme named Salki Hydro Power Project near vllage Sikora in 

Kandhamal district is also in the pipe-line and the detail Project 

report is under preparation. The feasibility report has been submitted 

to the CWC for clearance. The project on completion will generate 

power besides providing irrigation to 6000 Ha of ayacut area in 

Harabhanga and Boudh Block in Boudh District. The stored water in 

the reservoir can be released during the lean period and the existing 

ayacut of 19891 Ha of Salki diversions Project can be stabilized. 

The river Salki is one of the major tributaries of the river Mahanadi. It 

takes its origin in Baliguda subdivision and after traversing 130 km. in hilly 

area finally falls in the Mahanadi at about 16 km. west of Boudh. 

The construction of a diversion weir across river Salki was started 

during 1958-59 and completed in the year 1966-67. It has two canals on 

both the sides which irrigate 19891 hectares during Kharif season and 1040 

hectares during Rabi season in Boudh district.  

Bagh Irrigation Project 

The Bagh Irrigation Project envisages the construction of a masonry 

dam across the river Bagha near village Kanapa to utilise the potentiality of 

1,098 sq. kms. at the dam site and to irrigate an area of 8835 hectares 

during Kharif season.  

The district at present has 55 completed minor irrigation projects which 

irrigate 13728 hectares during Kharif and 170 hectares during Rabi season. 

Most of these projects provide seasonal Minor Irrigation Project. 

At present 422 nos. of lift irrigation projects have been started in the 

district which irrigate9012 hectares in Kharif and 7524 hectares in Rabi 
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season. There is moderate scope for the installation of more Kharif oriented 

river lift projects in the district. 

The district has a large number of tanks of varying sizes which are used 

for irrigation. Wells irrigate only small plots of land and their water level goes 

down in the Rabi season and in summer.  

Minor Irrigation 

The district at present has 57 completed minor irrigation projects which 

irrigate 13343 hectares during Khariff and 1277.00 hectares during Rabi 

season. Most of these projects provide seasonal irrigation. Construction of 7 

more projects are now in progress which are proposed to irrigate about 

1686.00 hectares in Khariff season and 340 Ha  in Rabi season. 

Besides this there are 10 Nos of partial derelict and complete derelict 

Projects. There are 34 MIPS which have ayacut more then 100 Hect. Briefed 

description of projects as below. 

 

1. Ainthapada MIP is a D/W having catchment 83 Sqkm and design 

ayacut of 773 Hect. The project is situated near village Ainthapada 

of Baghiapada GP. Villages benefitted from this project are 

Ainthapada, Majhi Sahi, Gochhapada, Baghiapada, Durgaprasad, 

Paljhar, Saleisingh, Kanakpur and Areda. 

2. Babada MIP is a ongoing D/W project having catchment 7.50 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 150.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Babada of Ambajhari GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Babada, San Babada and Jharmunda.  

3. Bandhapada MIP is a D/W project having catchment 45.84 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 514.00 Hect in Khariff 220.00 Hect in Rabi. 

The project is situated near village Tilpanga of Gundulia GP. 

Villages benefitted from this project are Tilpanga, Kureipada, 

Patuapali, Bandhapada, Lochana, Khamar, Tunikhamar and 

Tirchipada. 

4. Birigada MIP is a D/W project having catchment 27.19 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 400.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Birigada of Tikarpada GP. Villages benefitted from this project are 

Birigada, Jamkhol, Talagora, Chariapali, Burogora, Gudiali, 

Mallikpada, Bahalpada, Dhadalapada. 

5. Dumduma MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 4.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 210.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Udbilka of Gochhapada GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Udbilka, Santumb. 
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6. Ratanpur MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 6.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 300.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Jharmunda of Gochhapada GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Jharmunda, Ratanpur, Mallikpada, Tribenipur, Ainlajhuli 

and Banapali.. 

7. Tarabha MIP is a D/W project having catchment 15.25 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 300.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Tarabha of Brahmanipali GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Tarabha, Rangamatia, Talgori, Rengali, Santumb, Juramunda, 

Gohirakhandi and Tentulipadar. 

8. Baragochha MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 12.75 

Sqkm and design ayacut of 445.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Baragochha of Baragochha GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Baragochha, Kanharpada, Panjana, Dholpada, 

Kurumunda, Palsigori, Paikabahal, Sagada, Jhankarpada, and 

Damapada. 

9. Dilabadi MIP is a D/W project having catchment 55.00 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 825.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Dolabali of Lambasari GP. Villages benefitted from this project are 

Dolabali, Beherapada, Mardol, Khandajami, Baragaon, Gairkana, 

Arakhapadar, Turideula, Gohirapali, Kulihapali, Seulamunda, 

Janimunda, Nagada and Chandaniamunda. 

10. Hatimunda MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 2.59 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 100.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Pudugpathar of Manupali GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Pudugpathar, Ghuguramunda. 

11. Jamulapadar MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 8.00 

Sqkm and design ayacut of 500.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Jamulapadar of Bilaspur GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Jamulapadar, Bichika, Gopalpur, Thurubandhali and 

Kadampal. 

12. Jogendrapur MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 3.00 

Sqkm and design ayacut of 200.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Jogendrapur of Jogendrapur GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Jogendrapur and Shantipali. 

13. Lakhparbat MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 7.77 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 184.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Lakhparbat of Lambasari GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Lakhparbat and Jharmunda. 
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14. Nuapali MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 1.90 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 180.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Nuapali of Khaliapali GP. Villages benefitted from this project are 

Nuapali, Jalapali, Bandhapali, Jhagudupali, and Khaliapali. 

15. Padarpada MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 2.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 150.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Padarpada of Bilaspur GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Padarpada, and Gambharigora. 

16. Panchukipathar MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 1.75 

Sqkm and design ayacut of 100.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Tokeipali of Dapala GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Tokeipali, and Saradhapur. 

17. Parhel MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 8.30 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 220.00 Hect in Khariff and 80.00 in Rabi. The 

project is situated near village Parhel of Baragaon GP. Villages 

benefitted from this project are Parhel, Barigoba, Baragaon, 

Surkapanga, Banjhimunda, and Birasinghapur. 

18. Penajore MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 8.30 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 404.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Paribandha of Dapala GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Paribandha, Laida, Nadianagar and Gudhiali. 

19. Uma MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 3.31 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 109.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Uma of Uma GP. Villages benefitted from this project are Uma, 

Dhekalmunda, and Barhakali. 

20. Andharinalla MIP is a D/W project having catchment 18.50 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 260.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Manikapur of Tileswar GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Takud, Srirampur, Khajuria, Kodapada, Mahibahal, and 

Palaspat. 

21. Baisipada MIP is a D/W project having catchment 34.45 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 180.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Baisipada of Chhataranga GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Baisipada and Kharabhuin. 

22. Burubuda MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 1.25 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 106.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Burubuda of Tileswar GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Burubuda. 
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23. Chhataranga MIP is a D/W project having catchment 21.11 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 260.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Chhataranga of Chhataranga GP. Villages benefitted from 

this project are Chhataranga and Bhaliagora. 

24. Domkutch MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 17.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 400.00 Hect in Khariff and 120.00 Hect in Rabi. 

The project is situated near village Domkutch of Talagaon GP. 

Villages benefitted from this project are Beherasahi, Kantisar, 

Baramunda, Gochhabari, Dalaksahi, Gobindapur, Sanagundurisahi, 

Kiramaska, Kuturmaha and Talagaon. 

25. Gandhiana MIP is a D/W project having catchment 114.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 400.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Musad of Tileswar GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Gandhiana, Takud, Kodapada, Ramgarh, Koilisuta, Mahibahal, 

Chhelilendi, Kutuniapada and Musad. 

26. Kelakata MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 5.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 100.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Kelakata of Mathura GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Kelakata. 

27. Kukuteswar MIP is a D/W project having catchment 48.17 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 572.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Tavapadar of Dhalpur GP. Villages benefitted from this project are 

Tavapadar, Khandahota, Belapadar, Jabalpur, Dhalpur, Budhikana, 

Samarkata, Rajasahi, Kankala, Uanla and Baikanthapur. 

28. Kumkudinalla MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 12.68 

Sqkm and design ayacut of 230.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Ghumkudi of Chhataranga GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Nedisahi, Gundurisahi, Dhungiamunda, Trilochanapur, 

Jharkhaman, Surtagadu, and Tangarkupa. 

29. Laigaon MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 72.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 1030.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Laigaon of Biranarsinghapur GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Kantipadar, Jubarajpur, Ghantapali, Sukapali, 

Baghuakata, Jharkata, Khaliapali, Lunibahal, Madhusudanpur, 

Bhubaneswar, Talapadar, Laigaon and Tarasingi. 

30. Laxmanpur MIP is a D/W project having catchment 88.81 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 304.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Laxmanpur of Banibhusanpur GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Laxmanpur, Sorisakankala, Tukulunda, Uperkata, 

Karanjakata, Lokapada, and Pabulipada. 
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31. Laxminalla MIP is a D/W project having catchment 88.84 Sqkm and 

design ayacut of 1898.00 Hect. The project is situated near village 

Purunakatak of Purunakatak GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Purunakatak, Salakata, Jiakata, Jajpur, Kamalpur, 

Rugudipali, Chhatrapur, Ratanpur, Bhabanipur, Rajing, Udepur, 

Chaurpur, Phuljhari, Balanda, Indrapur, Brahmangaon, Burubuda, 

Saradhapur, Ghimuhani, Jayapur, Tileswar, Krushnapali. 

32. Palasakutni MIP is a Reservoir project having catchment 9.06 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 240.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Palasakutni of Dhalpur GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Palasakutni, and Sukasinga. 

33. Sagadianalla MIP is a D/W project having catchment 83.80 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 1000.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Dharmanagar of Sankulei GP. Villages benefitted from this 

project are Dharmanagar, Bukesinga, Harabhanga, Pandephal, 

Paliaphal, Dianghata, Surundi, Vejigora, Sambalpur, Bruhaspatipur, 

Mallikpada and Padamal. 

34. Upperlaigaon MIP is a D/W project having catchment 25.00 Sqkm 

and design ayacut of 150.00 Hect. The project is situated near 

village Laigaon of Lunibahal GP. Villages benefitted from this project 

are Harekrushnapur, Dimirijhuli, Chandipur, Laigaon, Barabani. 

M.I.Division, Boudh has been created and functioning from 

06.06.2015. There are Three M.I. Sub-Division and Six M.I. Section under 

this Division 

Lift Irrigation Activities  

The function of the Lift Irrigation Department is to Survey and 

investigate the sources of water for providing Lift Irrigation facilities to the 

Cultivators in the non-irrigated areas of the District of Boudh. 

The office of the Managing Director, Lift Irrigation, Odisha, is located at 

Bhubaneswar. The Managing Director is the head of the Department. 

At present there is one Lift Irrigation Sub-Division in the District with 

headquarters at Boudh which is coming under the control of Executive 

Engineer, Lift Irrigation Division, Phulbani. The Sub-Division is in charge of 

an Assistant Engineer. It has four civil sections located at Boudh, 

Manamunda, Harbhanga and Kantamal. The sections are placed under the 

charges of Junior Engineers (Civil). Besides, one Electrical section and one 

Mechanical section are stationed at Boudh. These are in charge of Junior 

Engineer, Electrical and Junior Engineer, Mechanical. 

There are 490 existing Lift Irrigation Projects in the District of Boudh 

which are designed to cater irrigation facvilities to 12,562 Hect. In Kharif and 
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8,558 Hect.in Rabi. Out of which 484 nos. of L.I. Projects have been handed 

over to Pani Panchayats for operation and maintenance by and by 

themselves and 6 nos. are permanent defunct with O.L.I.C. The ayacut area 

of handed over L.I.Ps are 12,342 Hect. The Block-wise abstract of existing 

and permanent defunct L.I.Ps enclosed in the following table. 

Blockwise Abstract of Existing Lift Irrigation Projects 

Sl. 
No. Description  

Boudh 
Block 

Harbhanga 
Block 

Kantamal 
Block Total Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 
Total No.of existing 
L.I.Ps 

a) Nos. 156 140 194 490   
b) Ayacut area in 
Hact.for Khariff 3892 3620 5050 12562   
b) Ayacut area in 
Hact.for Rabi 2712 2352 3494 8558   

2 

Total No.of 
L.I.Ps.handed over 
to Pani panchayats 

a) Nos. 156 134 194 484   
b) Ayacut area in 
Hact. 3892 3400 5050 12342   

3 

Total No.of 
temporary defunct 
L.I.Ps with OLIC 

a) Nos. Nil Nil Nil Nil   
b) Ayacut area in 
Hact. Nil Nil Nil Nil   

4 

Total No.of 
temporary defunct 
L.I.Ps with Pani 
Panchayats 

a) Nos. 2 Nil 1 3 Nos.   

b) Ayacut area in 
Hact. 48 Nil 20 

68 
Hact.   

5 

Total No. of 
permanent defunct 
L.I.Ps 

a) Nos. Nil 6 Nil 6 Nos.   
b) Ayacut area in 
Hact. Nil 220 Nil 

220 
Hact.   

 

Installation of New L.I.Ps Sanctioned Under BKVY (RIDF) / WODC and 

Funds Received 

Further 68 (8 out of 35 BKVY + 58 BKVY + 2 WODC sanctioned L.I.Ps) 

L.I.Projects are to be energized during 2015-16 which are designed to cater 

irrigation to 1,632 Hect. in Kharif and 1,360 hect. in Rabi.. 

Installation of New L.I.Ps during the Year 2015-16 Approved by Slsc 

The D.P.Rs in respect of 116 nos. of L.I. Projects have been approved 

by State Level Screening Committee for their installation in Boudh District 

which will cater irrigation facilities to 2,784 hect. in Kharif and 2,320 Hect. in 

Rabi. The Block-wise abstract enclosed in the following table. 

Installation of New L.I.Ps during the Year 2015-16 Approved by SLSC 

out of BKVY (RIDF) Grant 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
Block 

Total nos. of 
DPRs submitted 
and approved by 

slsc 

Ayacut area in Hact. 

Remarks Kharif Rabi 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
1 Boudh 19 456 380 

 2 Harbhanga 16 384 320 
 3 Kantamal 81 1944 1620 
 

 
Total 116 2784 2320 
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Installation of Deep-Bore Well Projects Under BKVY Deep Bore Well 

Secha Karyakrama 

3,842 Deep Bore Wells have been installed successfully in the District 

under BKVY Deep-Bore Well Secha Karyakrama which will cater irrigation to 

7,684 Hect. of cultivable land, Out of these successful Bore Wells, 1760 nos. 

have been energized and 2,082 nos. is still pending for energisation due to 

non-deposit of final contribution fees by the Beneficiaries. The year-wise and 

Block-wise abstract enclosed in the following table. 

Year-wise Status of BKVY Deep-Bore Well Secha Karyakrama in the 
District of Boudh 

Sl.  
No. Description  2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2015-16 Total 
1 2 3 4 5 5 6 
1 Success (In Nos.) 507 949 2324 62 3842 

2 
Total Nos.of Bore Well 
charged/ energised 462 679 619 - 1760 

3 
Total Nos.of Bore well are 
to be energised 45 270 1705 62 2082 

Animal Husbandry  

Agriculture alone cannot improve the economic condition of the weaker 

sections of the community as the fertility of the land is poor and the district 

which depends upon monsoon for agriculture is. visited by drought / flood 

frequently. In a largely agrarian society like the one in the district, people can 

supplement their income by rearing livestockand developing dairy farming. 

But very rarely this has been undertaken by the local people as a 

commercial proposition. Cattle rearing is prevalent among the local people, 

but only in a domestic scale.Goats, sheep and pigs are reared only for stable 

purpose. Piggery is prevalent mostly among the Scheduled Tribes and the 

Scheduled Castes. Pig meat is a favorite food of the local tribes and the 

Kodas. Poultry birds of local breed are common throughout the district. The 

cocks are usually sacrificed can ritual ceremonies and eaten by the tribal 

people. 

The live-stock population (according to Live-stock Census 2013) of the 

district, is as follows: 

Cattle        1, 84,698  

 (CB - 13950+Indigenous 1, 70,748) 

Buffaloes 16,916 

Sheep         84,613 

Goats      96,397 

Pigs       50 

Poultry       1, 03,628 
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The pastures and grazing grounds available in the district are not 

sufficient for animals feed to all categories of animals to graze for the whole 

year. There are extensive areas of forests, waste lands and plenty of green 

grass is available for the cattle to graze during the rains. Acute shortage of 

green grass is felt after the rains and the animals remain underfed during the 

summer months depending mostly on paddy straw. 

Cultivation of fodder crops was known to the district. Demonstration 

plots for cultivation of fodder were laid out in most of the veterinary 

dispensaries of the district. To cater the need of the district, two fodder seed 

production farms one at Landibandha and other at Hatisala have been 

started for demonstration purpose. Fodder seeds and slips and fertilizer are 

being supplied freely to encourage the farmers to take up fodder cultivation. 

Gradually fodder cultivation is becoming popular in the district. So far 200 

farmers have been supplied with fodder seeds like M. P. Chari, Jowar, 

Maize, Cow pea, Barseen etc. with seed.  

Agricultural by-products like rice bran, wheat bran, edible oil-cakes and 

some varieties of pulses are also used as cattle feed. 

Milk Supply 

There were 90,400 milch cows and 13,500 milch Buffaloes in the 

district according to 2013 census. 

District Livestock Breeding Farm 

 The district Livestock breeding farm at Boudh was started by the Ex-

state administration and was taken over by the State Government On 1
st
 

January 1948.Previously the farm maintained cattle of Haryana breed but 

now CB Jersey breeds were maintained. This is a Bull mother farm and the 

main objective of the farm is to produce Crossbred Jersey Bulls to be 

supplied to FSB (Frozen Semen Bank) situated at Cuttack for semen 

collection in order to upgrade the indigenous breed. 

At present the total strength of Livestock in the farm is 44.During last 3 

years (2012-13 to 2014-15) the average annual milk production in the farm 

was 11,86,000 litres. 

OMFED 

During recent years steps are being taken by the Government through 

various development projects to develop Dairy farming on Commercial 

basis.There are 4 chilling plants at Charchowk, Boudh, Manamunda and 

Kantamal for preservation of milk collected from rural areas through MPCS 

(Milk Producer‘s co-operative society). Previously 48 nos. of Cooperative 

society were established out of which only 8 nos. of societies are now 

functional. 
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Cattle Breeding 

For the last 20 years the State Government have been implementing 

various schemes for the creation of graded cattle of improved progeny, 

particularly crossbred animals of exotic species of high yielding varieties. 

The breeding is done by artificial insemination. Steps were being taken to 

improve the local breeds by inseminating them with semen of CB Jersey, 

Haryana and Red Sindhi bulls.There are 82 nos. of AI centres located at 

different parts of the district. 

Goats 

The local goats belonging to Ganjam and Black Bengal varieties are 

found here.The quality of meat is good. But the local breed yields very little 

milk barely sufficient for their kids. There is a great scope for multiplication of 

goats in the district as enough browsing facility is available. 

Sheep 

The local people of the district rear sheep only for meet purpose. 

Poultry 

Poultry keeping is widely prevalent in the district.The local breed is 

extremely hardy and requires no special care for rearing.The small sized 

birds mainly used for table purpose.Various schemes are being now 

undertaken by the Govt .A centrally sponsored scheme ―Rural Backyard 

Poultry Development‖ is implemented under NLM (National Livestock 

Mission) in the year 2013-14. 

Under this programme, BPL beneficiaries are selected and each is 

given 45 nos. of Banaraja chicks of 21 days old. A rupees of 50.00/bird is 

given by Government and rest amount is bear by the beneficiary.The other 

departmental schemes include CAE(Commercial Agri Enterprise) under 

which farmers are able to get the loan amount sanctioned by the banks to 

establish different Commercial Layer and Broiler farm in the district.To 

prevent different diseases like Ranikhet disease,Fowl pox,Gumboro disease  

and to reduce mortality in poultry different Vaccines of various strain are 

provided by the dept. In free of cost to the farmers. 

Cattle Shows 

Cattle shows are organised regularly by the Animal Husbandry 

Department to eccourage people to possess exotic breeds.Each year during 

the observation of Go-Sambardhana week cattle shows are organised at 

different Veterinary Dispensaries and prizes are distributed to the deserving 

participants. 
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Cattle Market 

Transaction of cattle of local breeds takes place in the weekly markets 

at Tileswar, Palsagora, Dahya, Gundulia, Padmanpur, Ambagaon, 

Baragaon, Nayakpada. 

Animal and Poultry Diseases 

 Animal diseases common in the district are Haemorrhagic Septicemia, 

Black quarter, Foot and Mouth disease. Besides, cattle suffer from diseases 

caused by different parasites. Common poultry diseases are Ranikhet and 

Fowl pox. Informer days the rate of mortality was high but now regular 

inoculations are given as a preventive measure througout the district. 

Besides, on the receipt of report of any outbreak immediate measures are 

taken to control the same. Generally cases of common ailments like wound, 

diarrhoea, indigestion, impaction, etc. come to veterinary dispensary for 

treatment. A statement showing the number of cases treated by the 

veterinary institutions along with the inoculation done during the last two 

years is given below. 

 2013-14 2014-15 
No. of inoculations (Artificial Insemination) done 24,051 23,700 
No. of castration done 5,186 5,095 
No. of inoculations done 3,67,900 3,39,625 

Veterinary Institutions 

 There is a veterinary hospital at Boudh headquarter, 7 Veterinary 

Dispensaries and 26 Livestock Aid Centers(LAC) functioning at different 

parts of the district.Besides two different NGOs i.e one is Integrated 

Livestock Development Center(ILDC)/JK Trust having 40 ILDC centers in the 

district has also been working in inaccessible areas of Boudh in convergence 

with the Veterinary Dept.The other one is Cattle Development 

Center(CDC)/BAIF  having 5 CDC centers is also functioning in convergence 

with the Dept. Whose role is to promote Artificial Insemination and Cross 

Bred progeny born. 

Fisheries 

Boudh district is bestowed with a good number of water bodies in the 

forms of tanks, ponds, GP tanks, MIPs Irrigation canals, rivers, etc, which 

make the district congenial for pisciculture. . There are 1662  GP tanks with  

1563 ha of water spread area, 76  revenue tank with 55 ha WSA , 574  

private tanks with  314 ha WSA , 26 MIPs  with 254 ha WSA  of different 

water resources available for pisciculture in the district. Out of these  water 

area, approximately 690  GP tanks with 758 ha WSA ,   26 nos. revenue 

tanks with 28 ha WSA ,371 nos. of private tanks of 190 ha WSA and 16 

MIPs of 122 ha WSA are suitable for pisciculture . Besides rivers such as the 
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Mahanadi,Tel,  Bagha, Salunki, and other canal s also enrich the capture 

fisheries potential of the district . There are 158 fishermen‘s villages in the 

district with 3958 males and 3804 females totalling 7762 fishermen in the 

district who reside on the banks of rivers depending upon fisheries for 

sustenance of their livelihood. The geographical location of the district is 

responsible for availability of only fresh water fish; so only the inland fish 

farming of fresh water pisciculture is practised in the district.  

Schemes and Activities 

Fish Seed Production 

There is a departmental fish seed hatchery with 4 nos. breeder tanks 

(5.5 acre),18 nos. nursery tanks (2.2Acre) and 3 nos. rearing tanks(2.3 Acre) 

with total 10 Acre WSA in the premise of the office which is 18.5 acre gross 

area .There is a Chinese circular hatchery with all the infrastructure facilities 

having one thousand lakhs spawn production capacity .More than 10 nos. of 

adjacent districts depend upon this hatchery for fish seed .   

Schemes 

      Fish production can be augmented through horizontal expansion and 

vertical expansion by   increasing   water bodies ,i.e, development of more 

and more ponds and  adoption of scientific methods of pisciculture 

respectively  . 

The following schemes are available for pond development. 

FFDA (Fish Farmers Development Agency) 

New ponds with a size range of 0.2- 1.0 ha can be excavated 

through FFDA scheme  where the unit cost for development of 1.0 ha pond 

is 3.5 lacs out of which 3.0 lacs is for excavation with 5`depth and 0.5 lacs 

for inputs during the culture . There is a subsidy of 45 % of the project cost 

for general caste farmers where as 50 % for the SC/ST community 

farmers.Similarly for renovation of an old tank (minimum 10 years) ,the unit 

cost is 0.75 lacs with 45-50 % subsidy. 

Eligibility : i) All category farmers 

ii) Subsidy is admissible with or without institutional finance . 

iii)   Pond development subsidy (Excavation/Renovation with first 

year input) is admissible up to  5.0 ha . 

Component Unit Cost 

1. Construction of news ponds          3 lacs/ha 

2. Renovation of old ponds                                            0.75 acs/ha 

3. Input cost (Finfish Culture)                 0.5 lacs/ha 



109 
 

4. Input cost (Scampy Culture)                1.8 lacs/ha 

5. Fresh water fish seed hatchery( 10 mlm capacity)   12 lacs/unit 

6. Fish feed will (1.2mt/day)                            7.5 lacs/unit 

Development of water logged areas                         2.0 lacs/ha 

NFDB(National Fisheries Development Board) 

The scheme is similar to FFDA .The unit cost and assistance pattern for 

various component is as per FFDA and funding is from NFDB, 

Hyderabad . 

Eligibility: Subsidy is admissible to all category of farmers and to both 

institutional/non institutional     finance No limitation of area for pond 

development to avail subsidy. 

 Components Unit Cost 

1. Construction of new ponds /tanks for fish/prawn/pangassius sutchi     
3 lacs/ha 

2. Renovation of existing ponds/tanks                      0.75 acs/ha 

3. New species pangassius sutchi                              0.75 acs/ha 

4. Cost of inputs for prawn farming                              1.8  lacs/ha 

5. Fish/Prawn farming in paddy fields                          0.5 lacs/ha 

6. Fresh water prawn seed hatchery (5-8 mln ph/year)        12.0 lacs 

7. Fresh water fish seed hatchery (7-8 mln fry/year)     12.0 lacs 

8. Construction of fish seed hearing units                   3 lacs/ha 

9. Feed mills (Capacity : 2 mts/day)                    25.0 lacs/unit 

10. Feed mills ( Capacity : 1.2 imitab/day)                       7.5 lacs/unit 

11.  Ornamental fisheries                                         

A) Backyard hatchery                                      1.5 lacs/unit 

B) Medium scale                                               4.0 lacs/unit 

C) Aquarium fabrication unit                             1.0 lacs/unit 

NMPS (National Mission For Protein Supplement) 

Only mega projects of new tank development with minimum 1.0 ha and 

maximum 5.0 ha WSA can be taken up by this scheme with 50 % subsidy to 

all categories of fish farmers .Fish yield should be minimum 5.0 mts/ha . Unit 

cost is Rs. 4 lacs/ha out of which Rs 3 lacs/ha towards excavation and Rs. 

1.0 lac/ha towards inputs. 
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Multi-purpose ponds under MGNREGS 

Multipurpose farm ponds can be developed through MGNREGS with 

unit cost of Rs 1,99,500 /- for 0.2 ha WSA .The beneficiary must be a job 

card holder and of SF/MF/SC/ST/BPL families/IAY beneficiaries . 100 % 

financial assistance. Fingerling culture integrated with horticulture of Rs. 0.3 

lacs can be financed through Matsya Credit Card by CCB with 50 % subsidy 

from RKVY. 

Training 

Skill up gradation training programme, capacity building training 

programme, awareness programme and exposure visit are conducted 

periodically to up grade the knowledge of fish farmers regarding scientific 

pisciculture .The training is imparted at district head quarter or at different 

places of the district,  State Fisheries Training Institute, Balugaon or outside 

the State with free hospitality or provision of DA and free to and fro journey.  

New Initiatives  

Interest Subvention on short term credit to fish farmers  

      Fish farmers under taking scientific fish farming in their existing fish 

ponds and availing long term loan are eligible to avail short term loans up 

to Rs 3 lacs @ 2 lacs/ha for one year through interest subvention @ 5 % 

and on timely and regular repayment of loan, additional 3 % subvention is 

allowed . The fish farmer has to  be charged @ 4 % interest only . 

Interest subvention on long term credit to fish farmers 

      Fish farmers can avail long term loans from banks for fresh water or 

brackish water pond development, Netand Boat ,fish seed hatchery and 

any other fisheries activities . For tank development up to 5.0 ha of  Rs. 20 

lacs  after 50 % subsidy the interest subvention @ 3 % can be allowed on 

Rs. 10.0 lacs . Additional 2 % subvention may be allowed on timely and 

regular repayment of the loan .Thus  a farmer will be charged only 7 % 

interest . 

Promotion of Intensive Aquaculture and fresh water fish seed hatchery 

   Additional subsidy up to 30% is provided by the state Govt over and 

above the existing subsidy from FFDA,NFDB,and NMPS schemes with 

ceiling of maximum subsidy up to 50 % .The additional assistance would 

be provided to both bank finance and own source investment programme 

as back ended subsidy . The subsidy for pond development will be 

provided maximum up to 5 ha per beneficiary. 
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Empowering fishermen through mobile advisory services 

The scheme envisages providing information and other extension 

services empowering through mobile advisory services. Two lacs of 

fishermen  are provided with SIM CARDS free of cost to receive five voice 

SMS  in Odia language every day on  fisheries ,weather, market price, 

potential fishing zones ,Government schemes, fish conservation and 

cultivation etc besides, mobile quiz . 

Help line phone number- 534351 and Kisan call centre. 

Toll free no- 18001801551 

Biju Krushak Kalyan Yojna 

Under this scheme a health assurance up to Rs. 1.0 lacs would be 

provided to the fishermen families covering five members . 

Dedicated electric feeder to Aquaculture cluster 

Fisheries cluster requires taking up intensive aquaculture by utilising 

aerator and other electric equipments .Dedicated un interrupted electric 

supply should be provided by the department of energy to those clusters . 

Cage culture in Reservoir 

Initiatives are taken for fish culture inside cage installing in reservoirs . 

Fish production can be enhanced by this type of culture.  

New Agriculture Policy 

Jalanidhi Yojana 

Deep Bore Well 

        A fish farmer having minimum one acre WSA pond is eligible to dig up 

a Deep bore well with assistance of 75 % of project cost-subject to a 

maximum of Rs. 50,000 /- (Excluding electrification  cost) . 

Shallow Tube well 

          Assistance of 50 % of the cost-subject to a maximum of Rs. 20,000/-  

Tractor(up to 40 PTO HP) 

          Assistance is 50 % of the cost subject to maximum Rs. 90,000/- . 

Power Tiller (8 BHP and above) 

Assistance is 50 % of the cost- subject to maximum of Rs. 75,000/- . 

Intensive Aqua culture 

50 % subsidy on aerator cost or maximum Rs. 90,000/- /ha, maximum 

6  aerators/ha. 
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Ice boxes for Fish Preservation 

Assistance is 50 % of the cost- subject to maximum of Rs. 50,000/- 

unit. 

Setting up of Ice Plant/Flake Ice Plant/Cold Storage/ Insulated Van 

Assistance is 50 % of the cost- subject to maximum of Rs. 25, 00,000/- 

unit. 

Mini Fish Feed Mill 

Assistance is 50 % of the cost- subject to maximum of Rs. 1,50,000/- 

unit . 

Establishment of Aqua shop 

It facilitates availability of fisheries requirisites likeseed, feed, 

chemicals,fertilisers, medicines, probiotics,hormones,fishing net and other 

equipments along with literature on new technology for promotion of 

intensive aquaculture  50% subsidy on the project cost subject to maximum 

Rs. 2,50,000/- . 

Fisheries Equipment 

Net,water testing kit, water pump, transportation vehicle used for 

fisheries and allied work, oxygen equipments . 

Subsidy @ 50 % of the cost subject to a maximum Rs. 1, 00,000/- item  

Matsyajibi Unnayan Yojna (MUY) 

     A special comprehensive package for fishermen of Odisha was 

declared by the Chief Minister on  09.12.2011 to provide special security and 

livelihood support to the fishermen community . 14 nos. of proposals are 

covered under the scheme out of which five are covered under RKVY . 

Others are collaborated with interdepartmental schemes . 

1. Special PDS for fishermen affected by olive riddle conservation. 

2. Replacement of wooden country craft with FRP boat. 

3. Motorisation of country craft. 

4. Assistance for fish marketing infrastructure for fishermen. 

5. Assistance for net and boat for inland fishermen. 

6. Promotion of cage culture in reservoirs of Odisha. 

7. Group accident insurance scheme (GAIS) for fishermen. 

8. House sites for fishermen under ―VASUNDHARA‖ . 

9. MO KUDIA scheme for fishermen. 
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10. NETRAYOTI scheme for fishermen. 

11. Financial assistance to fishermen for fatal disease. 

12. Award of scholarship to meritorious children of the fishermen 
community. 

13. Financial assistance to fisherwomen WSHGs. 

14. Seaweed culture. 

Matsyajibi Basagruha Yojana (MBY) 

Under this scheme low cost houses of Rs. 90,000/- are provided to the 

active fishermen with preference to BPL ,wretched and widow beneficiaries 

who have not availed any house building schemes earlier and not having 

pucca house or any children serving in the Government .Out of total unit 

cost, Rs. 75,000/- is assisted by the Government and rest Rs. 15,000/- is 

borne by the beneficiary through labour or materials .The scheme is 

implemented by the Blocks and beneficiary identification as well as 

completion certificate are issued by the departmental staff . 

Commercial Agri Enterprises(CAE) 

The Government announced and agriculture policy which has come 

into back from 1
st
 April 2013. The same policy provides for payment of 

capital investment subsidy for Commercial Agri Enterprises. The 

Government  Assistance is 40 % of the fixed capital (Excluding the cost of 

the land ) subject to a limit of Rs. 50,00,000/-(50 % limited to 50,00,000/- for 

SC/ST/ Women/Graduates of Agriculture and allied disciplines . The 

following projects come under the scheme which covers 63 projects. 

1. Commercial fish production 

2. Fresh water pearl culture 

3. Fingerlings production 

4. Fish feed plant 

5. Integrated farming 

6. Fish/Prawn processing unit 

7. Establishment of aqua shop 
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CHAPTER-V 

INDUSTRIES 

Boudh is industrially one of the most backward districts of Odisha. In 

spite of rich forest resources, the industrial sector has remained stagnant 

over the successive Five Year Plans. The slow growth of industries in the 

district is due to lack of sufficient coal and other sources such as power and 

minerals, low production of different raw materials, inadequate infrastructure 

facilities, lack of demand for finished products, lack of skilled human 

resources, shortage of capital and entrepreneurial talent. The district has not 

so far been served by railway line. There is, however, a railway Booking 

Counter at Boudh which is served by Rairakhol Railway Station in the 

neighboring district of Sambalpur, situated at a distance of 30 km. from 

Boudh. Khurda-Balangir railway line, when completed, will pass through 

certain parts of the district and will give Boudh a place in the railway map of 

the country. 

There is no large scale or medium size industry in the district; there are 

only a few small scale and cottage industries. The most of people of this 

district depend upon agriculture; the labour force is by and large engaged in 

cultivation work.  Hence the usual labour problems associated with the big 

and medium scale industries are not experienced in the district of Boudh. 

The working class of the district is economically poor as compared to other 

districts of Odisha. They are seldom organized. There is no factory or mines 

in Boudh. Agricultural labourers are scattered all over the district. Sometimes 

labourers fail to secure employment throughout the year. Most agricultural 

labourers live below the poverty line. Sometimes they are also economically 

exploited by their employers. To ameliorate the grievances of the labourers 

and working class people and to protect their interests, several enactments 

have been made and are being enforced through government agencies.  

The Labour Acts and Laws are : The Minimum Wages Act, 1948; The 

Payment of Wages Act, 1936; The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976; The Child 

Labour (P and R) Act, 1986; The Contract Labour (R and A) Act, 1970;  The 

Inter State Migrant Workmen (RE and CS) Act, 1979; The Building and 

Other Construction Worker (RE and CS) Act, 1996; The Maternity Benefit 

Act, 1961; The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965; The Orissa Shops and 

Commercial Establishment Act, 1956;  The Motor Transports Workers Act, 

1961; The Beedi and Cigar Workers (Conditions of Employment) Act, 1966; 

The Orissa Industrial Establishment (National and Festival) Holiday Act, 

1969; The Working and Other Newspaper Employees (CS and MP) Act, 

1955 and The Industrial Dispute Act, 1947 
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The rates of minimum wages fixed for different categories of industrial 

employment are given in the following table. 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Employment 
Categories of 

the 
Employees 

Revised 
Minimum 
rates of 

Wages per 
day 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1 Agarbati and Candle making Worker‘sEstablishments.   
2 Automobile servicing, repairing garages 

andWorkshops. 
3 Ayurvedic and Unani Pharmacy 
4 Bakeries and Confectionaries including 

Biscuitmaking. 
5 Bamboo Forest Establishment 
6 Brass and Bell Metal Industry 
7 Carpet Weaving Industry 
8 Cashew processing establishments 
9 Cement   pipe   making   and   allied   

productsindustry. 
10 Ceramic and Pottery Industry 
11 Chemical Industry 
12 Cinema Industry and Film Production 
13 Clay Pottery 
14 Coir Industry 

Unskilled Rs. 200/- 
15 Collection of Sal Seeds 
16 

 
Construction or maintenance of Dams, 
Embankments, Irrigation Projects and sinkingof wells 
and tanks. 

Semi-Skilled Rs. 220/- 

Skilled Rs. 240/- 
 

17 
Construction or maintenance of roads or inbuilding 
operations. 

Highly Skilled Rs. 260/- 
 

18 Contingent and Casual Employees in Government  
and other   establishments,   Courier   and   Cargo 
Services 

  

19 Cotton Ginning and Pressing Industry 
20 Dispensary of Medical Practitioner in any 

Establishment of Medical Consultant or in any 
Chemical or Pathological Laboratory, Private Nursing 
Homes, Private Medical College Hospitals, Super 
Specialty Hospitals, Clinic, Laboratory etc. 

21 Distilleries 
22 Domestic Workers (shall be calculated as per hours of 

work). 
23 Electricity transmission, generation and distribution 
24 Employment in Non Government Organisation and 

Voluntary Social Organization. 
 

Whatever other industrial units exist are either in the small scale or in 

the household sector. According to the 2011 Census, only 5.07 per cent of 

the workers of the district were engaged in manufacturing goods. 
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Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises  

The function of this Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Department 

is to pursue and expedite industrial promotion activities in the district and to 

encourage more entrepreneurs to establish new industries in the rural as 

well as in urban areas in small scale sector. 

The District Industries Office for Boudh started functioning at Boudh in 

1
st
 January, 2000. At the district level, the Department is headed by the 

General Manager who is under the administrative control and supervision of 

the Director of Industries, Odisha, Cuttack. The Director is the executive 

head of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Department at the state 

level. 

 General Manager is assisted by one Assistant Manager, Three 

Extension Officers (I.P.Os) and a number of subordinate staff. At present, 

there is only one Panchyat Samity Industry functioning at Tileswar, which is 

engaged in activities like rice milling, oil expelling, etc. The Industries 

Promotion Officer is in charge of above unit. 
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Small Scale Industries 

The following 02 factories in the district are registered under the 

Factory Act, 1948: 

Name of the 

Factory  

Number of Employment 

Sri Hanuman Rice 

Mills, Purunakatak 

Unit closed. 

The Government 

Tannery,  Boudh 

Factory closed and already sold to a private party by 

auction. 

There are 10 Rice Mills in the district of Boudh, the list of which are given 

below: 

Sl No Name of the Unit Address No. of 
Workers 

1. M/s. Maa Arnapurna Rice Mill Kultajore, Block-Kantamal 20 

2. M/s. Om Shanti Paddy Products 
(P)Ltd. 

Majipada, Block-Kantamal 47 

3. M/s. Balaji Rice Industries Tubuda, Block-Kantamal 18 

4. M/s. Sherawali Rice Mills (P) Ltd Biswanathpur, Block-Harabhanga 30 

5. M/s Bhabani Rice Mill Biramchandrapur, Block-
Harabhanga 

23 

6. M/s Maa Bhairabi Rice Industries Landibandha, Block-Harabhanga 49 

7. M/s Ranisati Paddy Processing (P) 
Ltd 

Purunakatak, Block-Harabhanga 38 

8. M/s Maa Paddy Industries Laigaon, Block-Harabhanga 40 

9. M/s Shree Krishna Rice Industries Rambhikata, Block-Harabhanga 14 

10. M/s Maa Pahadwali Rice Mill Kamalpur, Block-Boudh 18 

 

Bakery 

There is only one small bakery unit in the urban area of Boudh, 

engaging 3 persons and the unit is running only seasonally. 

Fly Ash Bricks Manufacturing 

There are 5 fly ash brick manufacturing units presently functioning in 

the district by providing employment to 60 persons. Depending on demand 

of fly ash bricks, a few more units may come up in future. 
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Fabrication 

 24 fabrication units are functioning in the district by engaging 94 

persons. There is a huge demand for setting up of such units in the district 

and District Industries Centre, Boudh is creating awareness among the 

people of the district for use of iron based furniture, small agricultural 

implements, desk, benches, shutters, trusses, etc. The income of the 

existing unit is satisfactory. 

Besides the above occupations, there are persons who render useful 

services to people by engaging themselves in the following occupations. 

Sl No Occupations Average number of services and workers 
No. of services No. of workers 

1. Blacksmith 35 70 
2. Jewelers, Goldsmiths and Silversmiths  50 100 
3. Carpenters 55 165 
4. Basket weavers and related workers 415 1245 
5. Potters and Clay related workers 220 660 
6. Rice Hullers, Atta chaki, Oil Expeller 110 110 
7. Spinner, Weavers, Knitters Dyers and 

related workers 
1300 3900 

8. Compositors, Printers, Book binding, 
Computer centre and related workers 

124 300 

9. Hawkers, Peddlers, Street Vendors 200 400 
10. Electronics, Electrical and Related 

Workers 
40 120 

11. Appliqué Making 15 45 
12 Tyre Re-treading/Tube vulcanizing 14 42 

Power 

The supply of electricity to Boud is highly inadequate. The first electrical 

power house of the undivided district was established at Phulbani during 

1955 and power was made available to  consumers of the town by a diesel 

generating station having an installed capacity of 57 K.W. During 

subsequent years, some other diesel generating stations were installed at 

Boudh, G. Udayagiri, Tikabali and Baliguda. In course of time, all these 

diesel power houses and generators were closed and electricity was 

transmitted to the district from the hydro-generating stations of Machhkund 

and Hirakud. 

The town of Boudh and 1055 villages of the district have been 

electrified till 2014-15. Supply of electricity to more villages has been taken 

up under the Rural Electrification Programme with the aim of getting the 

people in the remotest corner of the district getting the facility of using 

electricity for irrigation, industrial and domestic use. 

 Boudh Electrical Division was formed on 01/11/1997, forming a part of 

Southco Utility in order to provide better service to consumers of Boudh 

district. Supply of electricity to more villages is being taken up under the rural 

electrification such as BGJY/RGGVY with the aim of removing darkness in 



120 
 

the remote part of the district; till date 75% of the households have been 

benefited.  

One Solar Power Plant to be installed at Guhipita of Kantamal Block is 

under installation. 

Electricity consumption data during 2014-15 is given below: 

Category 
No. of  

 consumers 
Consumption  

 (in units) 

Percentage to 
total district 

consumption 
Dom     70048 5979208 82.99% 

Commercial / 
General Purpose 

1583 528219 7.33% 

Lt Ind  186 95022 1.32% 
Pli     995 463203 6.43% 

Pub.Ltg 21 34622 0.48% 
PWW     126 43673 0.61% 
SPP     351 61220 0.85% 
Total 73310 7205167   

Brass and Bell Metal 

The only brass and bell metal utensil manufacturing unit had been 

established under Handicraft Cooperative Society at Gudvelipadar providing 

employment to 11 persons. Now it is in defunct position. The artisans are 

doing their work individually. Presently a proposal has been sent to Director, 

Handicrafts and Cottage Industries, Bhubaneswar for revival of this society, 

which is under process. The society has 88 members.  

Pottery 

There are nearly 220 potters in the district.   

GoldSmithy: 

There are 50 goldsmiths‘ units functioning in and around of all Blocks 

and NAC area of the district by engaging 100 persons.   

Bamboo and Cane Works: 

There are 415 bamboo basket manufacturing units functioning in the 

district by engaging 1245 workers in the said units. 

Iron Works 

There are 24 fabrication units functioning in the district by engaging 94 

persons in employment in the said units. There is huge demand for setting 

up of such units in the district. 

Carpentry 

There are 55 carpentry units engaging 165 workers.   
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Hereditary Industries And Industrial Art 

Handloom weaving, pottery, black smithy, leather works, bamboo and 

basket making are important hereditary industries.  Artisans are mostly work 

in a hereditary manner; they  are scattered throughout the district. 

Mines and Minerals 

There are no mines in the district.  

Mineral Processing and Extraction of Minerals  

There is no mineral processing and extraction of mineral units in the 

Boudh district. 

Stone Carving 

There is no stone carving unit in the district. 

Handloom Activities  

In the handloom map of Odisha, Boudh Textiles Zone extends over 

Boudh and Kandhamal district. Handloom weaving is one of the important 

household or cottage industries of Boudh district. But its major handloom 

activities are seen in the weaver concentrated villages nearer the bank of the 

river Mahanadi.  Presently, about 11,500 weavers are engaged in the 

handloom sector. Most of the weavers of the region belong to the traditional 

Bhulia (Meher) community, who are engaged in the industry for generations, 

producing handloom fabrics of defferent designs. These activities are mostly 

hereditary in nature. The skill of the artisans is normally transferred to family 

members through their gradual involvement in the craft.  Although early in 

the post-independence period, the weavers were unorganized, in course of 

time most of them got organized and started working under Primary 

Weavers‘ Co-operative Societies. Unlike other region of the state, young 

mass of this region are attracted to this trade.  Up to the 1970s, handloom 

weavers were very poor and illiterate; but thereafter the scene has changed.  

Most of them are educated and are aware of the schemes and facilities 

which they are availing. 

There is still much to do for the socio-economic development of the 

handloom weavers of this region. Although the income of the weavers of the 

state is not encouraging, the weavers of Boudh district are in a better footing 

than their counterparts in other districts.  During the 10th and 11th Five Year 

Plan period, governments both at the center and at the state have 

implemented several welfare and developmental programmes for the benefit 

of the individual weavers as well as organizations both within and outside 

the co-operative fold. 
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The main handloom products of the district are cotton and silk sarees 

as well as dress materials. The weavers produce sarees with attractive 

Bomkai designs and colour combinations. They also combine Bomkai 

designs with tie-and-dye (Bandha) to give the fabric a more attractive 

gesture. The main handloom devices they use for this ornamentation of the 

cloth are Jacquard and Jalla. The intricacy of the designs, the style of motifs 

and vibrancy of colours speak volumes of their weaving skills. 

While viewing sectoral scenario, in the co-operative framework, there 

are 27 Weavers‘ Cooperative Societies (WCS) functioning in this district. 

There are also many master weavers and traders who are playing a 

remarkable role at their individual entrepreneurship level for the growth of 

the sector.  

In order to stabilize the handloom sector to extend sustainable 

livelihood support to weavers, different handloom developmental schemes 

under State Plan, Central Plan as well as Centrally Sponsored Plan have 

been formulated.  

A brief outline of major programmes, their features along with 

achievement or implementation position in the district is given below: 

Workshed for Handloom Weavers 

Needy weavers who are not having adequate work place in their 

cottages are being assisted for constructing fire and cyclone proof RCC 

roofed worksheds for convenient installation of their looms as well as to 

carry on ancillary processes for cloth production in it. 490 beneficiaries have 

been assisted with a grant of Rs.228.00 lakh during the period 2009-10 to 

2014-15. There is a further programme to provide assistance to 40 weavers 

during the year 2015-16. 

Technological Intervention 

This component aims at providing different technological intervention in 

handlooms like supplying new looms, engaging improved weaving 

accessories and attachments for quality and marketable cloth production 

along with ease weaving. 1211 beneficiaries have been assisted with a grant 

of Rs.35.61 lakh during the period from 2009-10 to 2014-15.  

Supply of Solar Lanterns 

 Weavers‘ households not having electrical connection or having low 

voltage supply are being provided with solar lanterns to enable them to work 

at night. During the years 2013-14 and 2014-15,  2162 beneficiaries have 

been assisted with further programme for supplying 715 solar lanterns in the 

year 2015-16. 

  



123 
 

Concretization of Loom 

Pit: There is water-logging problem in the loom-pits of the work sheds 

of nearby villages to river or in low land area. Assistance of Rs.64.75 lakh 

has been provided to 1850 weavers during the year 2013-14 and 2014-15 to 

concretize their loom-pits to do away with the water-logging problem.  

Skill Up Gradation Programme 

Skill developmental trainings on Dyeing/ Tie-Dye making, Weaving, 

Managing Institution, etc are being organized in weaver concentrated areas 

with the financial assistance under SP and CSP. Assistance of Rs.30.39 

lakh has been provided for imparting different training to 330 weavers during 

the years from 2010-11 to 2012-13. 

Provision for Backward and Forward Linkage 

Raw Material Banks (RMB) have been established in different cluster 

area for supply of quality yarn/ raw materials with reduced rate (under Mill 

Gate Price Scheme) to weavers through NHDC. State Handloom WCS Ltd 

(Boyanika) is taking a leading part in marketing of handloom fabrics along 

with other sales organizations. Besides, Government is also providing 

assistance for allowing discount or rebate on retail sale in festive occasions.  

Mahatma Gandhi Bunakar Bima Yojana (MGBBY) 

 It is a premium free life insurance scheme in which weavers in the age 

group of 18 to 59 years are being covered. In case of any mishap, insurance 

claim of Rs.60, 000/- for natural death, Rs.1, 50,000/- for accidental death 

and Rs.75, 000/- for loss of one limb (leg, hand, eye etc) have been 

provisioned. 2307 weavers have been covered under this programme. 

Besides, two school going children (9th to 12th class) of the insured can 

avail annual stipend @ Rs1200/- each for their study which is known as 

Sikshya SahayakYojana (SSY).  

Health Insurance Scheme (HIS) 

 Under this scheme, the covered beneficiary is provisioned to avail 

assistance towards his/ her treatment up to a limit of Rs.15000/- a year.  

2135 weavers have been covered under this scheme. However, this scheme 

is replaced by a new one named as Rastriya Swasthya BimaYojana (RSBY) 

from 2015 with extended provision of benefit up to Rs 37,500 per year. 

Weavers’ Credit Card (WCC) 

 Under this programme, weavers get bank linkage to the extent of 

Rs.25000/- to Rs.2, 00,000/-as working capital with nominal interest. 928 

weavers have already availed finance of Rs.216.62 lakh through 21 

branches of different Banks of the district. 
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Cluster Development Programme 

Three Handloom Cluster Development Programmes are under 

implementation covering more than 300 looms in each cluster. Those are 

Laxmiprasad Handloom Cluster at Narayan Nagar, Butupali Handloom 

Cluster at Butupali of Boudh Block and the third one Gabjore Handloom 

Cluster is at Gabjore under Kantamal Block. Under Cluster Development 

Programme, individual beneficiary as well as organizational oriented 

programmes are also simultaneously implemented with other components 

for integrated development of the covered area. In the year 2015-16, one 

such proposal in the name of Baunsuni -Sahajpal Handloom cluster has 

been submitted. 
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CHAPTER- VI 

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 

Indigeneous Banking 

Village moneylenders, namely, Sahukars, Mahajans and Beparis 

constituted the main bulk of indigenous bankers for several centuries. The 

money-lenders of Boudh who were primarily wealthy farmers played an 

important role in the rural economy of the ex-state and were the only agency 

engaged in providing agricultural finance, but usually at an exorbitant rate of 

interest, which differed from place to place. Moneylenders from outside the 

ex-state, those chiefly from Ganjam district, came to Khondmal and Baliguda 

where they carried their business. They lent money against pledge of gold 

ornaments, silver ornaments, land or standing crop in the field. The crop in 

the field was usually purchased by the money-lender himself during harvest 

time at a nominal rate and the price was adjusted against the loan including 

interest. Loans were advanced clandestinely and dubious ways of collection 

of arrear were adopted by moneylenders. Khonds often paid off their debt by 

sending a son or a younger brother to work in the creditor's house without 

wages as goti, who, in any case, receives food and clothes. 

The economy of the district was not only unorganized but also non-

monetised. The non-monetised economy had given rise to all kinds of 

exploitations because the tribal people could not get a good price for the 

forest and agricultural produce that they used to sell in the market. They are 

cheated in weights and measures and are not actuated by monetary 

incentives to produce more. Monetary economy, in spite of all its evils, 

helped in promoting economic incentives and generalizing purchasing power 

and thus making a smooth transition from a primitive economy to modern 

economy. This has not happened in the tribal areas of the district to an 

appreciable extent. 

However, in recent years, graingollas, co-operative societies, marketing 

societies and banks have entered into the field with the aim to advance 

paddy loan and monetary loan to needy people consisting of both the 

Adivasis and the non-Adivasis. The first institutional Banking organization 

came into existence in 1955 with the inauguration of the Boudh Central Co-

operative Bank, Ltd, Boudh. 

 An economic survey conducted by the Government of Odisha 

(Orissa) in 1954-55 revealed the indebtedness of the cultivating families 

only. Nevertheless, since these families form the over-whelming majority, the 

condition with regard to their debt will present a broad picture of the state of 

rural indebtedness. Besides, the survey took into account, only those loans 
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which remained undischarged at the time of investigation. Loans which were 

fully redeemed during the year of survey were not taken into account. 

The survey revealed that debts were incurred for family consumption 

which accounted for 55.34 per cent. To meet the expenditure on social 

ceremonies and for paying old debts 12'28 per cent of the total debts were 

incurred. These were responsible for 67'62 per cent of the total debt of the 

farmers which were distinctly burdensome. Of the total debt 32'38 per cent 

were incurred for various productive purposes, of which 18'93 per cent 

accounted for expenditure on cultivation, 2.05 per cent for purchase of land 

and bullocks, and 8.08 per cent for investment in business. 

As regards to the source of credit, the money-lender was the chief 

source. The data reveals that 69'09 per cent of the total amount of debt were 

obtained from money-lenders. Some of them were professional and some 

others agriculturists. On certain occasions, some farmers were able to 

secure loans either from friends or from Government or Co-operative 

Societies, but these constituted only 25'8 per cent. 

Loans were incurred not merely in cash but also in kind and the 

interests charged by one money-lender from the same customer in respect 

of loans in cash and in kind were also different. As the data revealed, 71'69 

per cent and 28'31 per cent of the total debt were incurred in cash and in 

kind respectively. Some loans were secured under usufruct system, 

according to which the money-lender took the produce of the land 

mortgaged towards the interest and sometimes for part payment of the loan. 

But this system is on decline. As the data reveals, 5'27 per cent of the total 

loan was secured under unfructuary mortgage. 

Of the total loan, 42'59 per cent carried an interest rate of 50 per cent 

and above.  Besides, 22'93 per cent of the loan carried 25 per cent and 1'74 

per cent carried 33 per cent as the rate of interest. It is indeed a matter of 

concern that 67'26 per cent of the total loan of the agriculturists bore an 

interest of 25 per cent and more. About 5'71 per cent of the loan carried 12.5 

per cent as the rate of interest. Loans at 3'5 per cent, 6'25 per cent and 9'5 

per cent appear reasonable, but only 1811 per cent of the total rural credit 

were obtained at such rates of interest. These rates were charged usually in 

cases of loans from Government agencies and co-operative banks. Of the 

total loan, 3'58 per cent carried no interest which was usually lent out by 

friends and relatives for a short period. 

Role of Private Money Lenders  

In recent years, there has been considerable growth in the number of 

Co-operative Credit Societies and Banks. But the influence of private 

money-lenders can be felt in the district. Money-lenders charge higher rates 

of interest than other agencies but still they are popular, because, first, they 
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are easily approachable; second, borrowers have not to undergo any red 

tape; third, they sometimes advance loans without any landed security; 

hence, borrowers have no fear of attachment of property. In urban areas, 

some people are lending money at an exorbitant rate of interest. In spite of 

the high rate of interest, people take loan from such persons as it is available 

to them easily at the time of their need. 

The district is inhabited largely by Adivasis and other backward 

classes. The economic condition of these people is not sound. Indebtedness 

is, therefore, common.  They borrow heavily from money-lenders mostly in 

the lean season. Most of the families are born in debt, they live in debt and 

die in debt. They are imprudent in their habits and they always need money 

to fulfill social obligations and rituals which results in exploitation by the 

unscrupulous money-lenders. Small amounts of money borrowed at 

usurious rates of interest from time to time snowball into a sum beyond their 

capacity to repay and what little they possess by way of land, ornaments, 

utensils, cattle, etc., are snatched away by the money-lender in partial 

satisfaction of the debts. It is also reported that moneylenders advance small 

amounts of loan from time to time ranging from Rs. 5 to Rs. 30 and realize 

the principal along with the interest in ten equal installments on weekly 

market days. A loan of Rs. 10.00 for example, is recovered by the 

moneylender in ten installments of Rs. 1.25 per week, spreading over a 

repayment period of ten weeks. The rate of interest thus charged is Rs. 2.50 

per ten rupees for ten weeks which amount to 130 per cent annually. 

Moneylenders, who are traders, take the fullest advantage of the barter 

system. The measures adopted by the Government to check these 

exploitations have achieved limited success. 

The moneylenders now operate under severe restrictions imposed by 

the Orissa Money-lenders Act, 1939 and the Orissa Moneylenders 

Amendment Act, 1975. By these Acts, the money-lender is required to 

register him and obtain a license for carrying the business. He is also 

required to maintain regular account books and to submit statement of 

accounts to the licensing authority. The rate of interest on different types of 

loans have been legally fixed, such as, simple interest of 9 per cent per 

annum in case of secured loan and up to 12 per cent per annum in case of 

unsecured loan. A moneylender is punishable with imprisonment or 

pecuniary fine or with both in case of default. The offences punishable under 

this Act are non-cognizable. Besides, the Government has amended the 

Orissa Co-operative Societies Act so that people can avail loans easily. 

Paddy loan is advanced under Crop Loan System to agriculturists at the time 

of their need. Moreover, commercial banks have come up to necessary 

credit assistance to agriculturists and others for productive purposes at a low 
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rate of interest which forced private moneylenders to be somewhat moderate 

in their demand. 

It is difficult to give any reliable statistics of the number and volume of 

business of the moneylenders. There are many unregistered money-lenders 

carrying on business without a licence. According to the Census of 1961, 

819 persons (810 in rural areas and 9 in urban areas) were operating as 

money-lenders. But it is noticed from records that in 1969-70, there were 59 

registered money-lenders in the undivided Boudh-Khondmal district, of 

which 42 belonged to Boudh Tahsil, 2 to Khondmals Tahsil, 8 to 

BaligurhaTahsil and 7 to G. UdayagiriTahsil. 

Commercial Banks 

There were two commercial banks, viz., the State Bank of India and the 

Indian Bank operating in the district. The first branch office in the district was 

opened by the State Bank of India at Boudh, the district headquarters. The 

other branch offices of the Bank are located Boudh-Butupali ADB, Baunsuni, 

Charichhak, Dahya, Harabhanga, Janhapanka, Kantamal, Manupali, 

Palsaguda, and Purunakatak. The Indian Bank has opened branch offices at 

Boudh and Manamunda, Kusang, Dhalpur and Badhigaon. 

 Currently, there are 16 commercial Bank having 38 branches and one 

Co-operative Bank (Boudh District Central cooperative Bank) with 5 

branches functioning   in the district. 

Details of Bank Branches in the District as on 16.10.2015 

Sl 
No 

Name of Bank Name of Branche Category  

1 Boudh Central Co-operative Bank I Boudh   Co-operative Banks 

Ii Mahila Branch 
Iii Manamunda 
Iv Purunakatak 
v Kantamala 

2 Utakl Grameen Bank I Boudh Regional Rural Banks 

Ii Birnarasinghpur 
iii Ghantapada 
Iv Kantamal 
v Madhapur 
vi Manamunda 
vii Sagada 
viii Sahajpal 

3 State Bank of India i Boudh PSU Commercial 
Banks ii Bausuni 

iii Dahya 
iv Harabhanga 
v Manupali 
vi Janhapank 
vii Kantamal 
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viii Palsagura 
ix Purunakatak 
x Charrichhak 
xi Butupali ADB 
xii Baghiapada 

4 Indian Bank i Boudh 
ii Dhalpur 
iii Badhigaon 
iv Kusanga 
v Manamunda 

5 United Bank of India i Boudh 

6 Union bank of India i Boudh 

7 Punjab National Bank i Boudh 

8 Syndicate Bank i Boudh 

9 UCO Bank i Boudh 

10 Bank of India i Boudh 

11 Central Bank of India i Boudh 

12 Bank of Baroda i Boudh 

13 Allahabad Bank i Boudh 

14 Canara Bank i Boudh 

15 AXIS Bank i Boudh 
Private Commercial 
Banks 

16 HDFC Bank i Boudh 

17 ICICI bank I Boudh 

 

Between 1967 and 1970, deposits of State Bank of India in the district 

decreased by 4 per cent, chiefly due to the withdrawal of fixed deposits that 

matured. But the number of fixed deposit accounts increased by 66 per cent. 

Current deposits which fluctuated from year to year decreased by 37 per 

cent though current deposit accounts increased by 32 per cent. Savings 

Bank deposits and Savings Bank accounts increased by 132 per cent and 

36 per cent respectively. At the end of 1970, current deposits constituted 33 

per cent, Savings Bank deposits 49 per cent and fixed deposits 18 per cent 

of the Bank's total deposits in the district. The average balance per savings 

bank account, current account and fixed deposit account was Rs. 1,198, Rs. 

2,721 and Rs. 956 respectively. The average deposit per office was Rs. 1'78 

lakh at the end of 1970. During this period (1967 to 1970), the Bank 

advanced from 12'02 lakh to 28 lakh account-holders. 

As in March 1977, total deposits and advances of all the Banks 

operating in the district were Rs. 1,67,99,000 and Rs. 33,90,000 

respectively. The ratio of credit deposits was 20'18 per cent. Out of the total 

advances, Rs. 2'81 lakh were advanced to 325 account-holders for 

establishing small-scale industries. An amount of Rs. 1'18 lakh to 51 

account-holders, Rs. 3.82 lakh to 586 account-holders, Rs. 3'68 lakh to 379 

account-holders and Rs. 74,000 to 238 account-holders were advanced for 

road and water transport, agriculture, retail trade and small business and to 
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professional and self-employed persons respectively. The percentage of this 

priority sector advances to total advances is 36'07 per cent. 

Self Help Group (SHG), Micro-Finance and National Rural Livelihoods 

Mission (NRLM) 

 Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India has launched 

National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) by restructuring Swarnajayanti 

Gram SwarozgarYojana (SGSY) effective from 1
st
 April 2013. 

NRLM Mission aims at reducing poverty by enabling the poor 

households to access gainful self-employment and skilled wage employment 

opportunities, resulting in appreciable improvement in their livelihoods on a 

sustainable basis, through building strong grassroots institutions of the poor.  

NRLM Principles  

1. Poor have a strong desire to come out of poverty, and they have 

innate capabilities to do so. 

2. Social mobilization and building strong institutions of the poor is 

critical for unleashing the innate capabilities of the poor. 

3. An external dedicated and sensitive support structure is required to 

induce the social mobilization, institution building and empowerment 

process. 

4. Facilitating knowledge dissemination, skill building, access to credit, 

access to marketing, and access to other livelihoods services 

underpins this upward mobility.  

NRLM Values 

The core values which will guide all the activities under NRLM are as 

follows: 

1. Inclusion of the poorest, and meaningful role to the poorest in all the 

processes 

2. Transparency and accountability of all processes and institutions 

3. Ownership and key role of the poor and their institutions in all stages 

– planning, implementation, and monitoring 

4. Community self-reliance and self-dependence 

Key features of NRLM 

a. Universal Social Mobilisation of at least one member from each 

identified rural poor household preferably a woman is brought under 

SHG. 

b. Strengthening all existing SHGs and federations of the poor 
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c. Emphasis on Training, Capacity building and Skill building of 

targeted families, SHGs, their federations, Government  

functionaries, Bankers and other key stakeholders. 

d. Revolving fund is provided to eligible SHGs as an incentive to 

inculcate the habit of thrift and accumulate their own funds towards 

meeting their credit needs. 

e. Community Investment Support funds would be a corpus and used 

for meeting the credit needs of members directly and as a catalytic 

capita for leveraging repeat bank finance.  

f. Universal financial inclusion to all the poor households, SHGs and 

their federations. 

g. Provision of interest subvention for NRLM compliant WSHGs and 

non- compliant WSHGs 

h. SHG Bank linkage for meeting the credit requirement of poor and 

vulnerable household mobilised into WSHGs for enhancing their 

livelihoods. The Strategies are: 

1. Monthly District level/ Block level NRLM Committee Meeting 

2. Quarterly SamanwayaMela 

3. Identification of Nodal person for each branch 

4. Exposure visit of Bankers and project staff. 

5. Training to WSHGs  

6. District level Workshop for Bankers. 

7. Monthly review of the status of irregular accounts using 

NRLM Bank linkage portal. 

a. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-

GKY), the skill training and placement programme of the 

Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), aims to focus on rural 

poor youth on sustainable employment through the prominence 

and incentives given to post-placement tracking, retention and 

career progression. DDU-GKY is designed to not only provide 

high quality skill training opportunities to the rural youth, but also 

to establish a larger ecosystem that supports trained candidates 

secure a better future. 

b. Rural Self Employment Training Institute has been established 

to promote Micro Enterprises and Entrepreneurship among rural 

unemployed youth through providing skill development training 

in different trades. 
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Disbursement of revolving fund and seed capital under Odisha 

Livelihood Mission for the year 2014-15 in Boudh District 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the 

Block 

Total 

no. of 

SHGs 

No. of 

SHGs 

validated 

No. of SHGs 

passed 
SHGs received Revolving Fund 

Grade-I 
Grade-

II 

Received 

Rs.10,000/- 

Received 

Rs.15,000/- 
Total 

1 Boudh 993 979 162 419 10,000 1,35,000 1,45,000 

2 Harabhanga 824 878 45 163 40,000 90,000 1,70,000 

3 Kantamal 1083 912 319 117 20,000 1,50,000 1,30,000 

 Total 2900 2769 526 699 70,000 3,75,000 4,45,000 

 

Disbursement of Revolving fund and seed capital under Odisha 

Livelihood Mission for the year 2015-16  

Sl. 
No
. 

Name of 
the Blocks 

Total 
no. of 
SHG
s 

No. of 
SHGs 
validate
d 

No. of SHGs 
passed 

SHGs received Revolving Fund 

Grade
-I 

Grade
-II 

Received 
Rs.10,000/
- 

Received 
Rs.15,000/
- 

Tota
l 

1 Boudh 993 993 294 492 0 0 0 

2 
Harabhang
a 

824 936 464 193 0 0 0 

3 Kantamal 1083 912 319 117 0 0 0 
 Total 2900 2841 1077 802 0 0 0 

 

 

Credit Linkage of WSHG under for the year 2014-15 of Boudh District 

Sl. 
No. 

Block 
Physical 
Target 

Physical 
Achievement 

Financial 
Target  
(in lakhs) 

Financial 
Achievement 
(in Lakhs) 

1 Boudh 372 192 372.00 204.70 
2 Harabhanga 350 164 350.00 219.75 
3 Kantamal 278 150 278.00 235.01 
 Total 1000 506 1000.00 659.46 

 

Credit Linkage of WSHG under for the year 2015-16 (up to 15.10.2015) 

of Boudh District 

Sl. 
No. 

Block 
Physical 
Target 

Physical 
Achievement 

Financial 
Target  
(in lakhs) 

Financial 
Achievement 
(in Lakhs) 

1 Boudh 247 103 296.40 133.70 
2 Harabhanga 223 95 267.60 129.80 
3 Kantamal 200 61 240.00 95.23 
 Total 670 259 804.00 358.73 
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Insurance 

Pradhan Mantri Jan DhanYojana (PMJDY) 

Pradhan Mantri Jan DhanYojana (PMJDY) is National Mission for 

Financial Inclusion to ensure access to financial services, namely, Banking/ 

Savings and Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit, Insurance, Pension in an 

affordable manner. Account can be opened in any bank branch or Business 

Correspondent (Bank Mitr) outlet. PMJDY accounts are being opened with 

Zero balance. However, if the account-holder wishes to get cheque book, 

he/she will have to fulfill minimum balance criteria. 

Special Benefits under PMJDY Scheme 

1. Interest on deposit. 

2. Accidental insurance cover of Rs.1.00 lac 

3. No minimum balance required. 

4. Life insurance cover of Rs.30,000/- 

5. Easy Transfer of money across India 

6. Beneficiaries of Government Schemes will get Direct Benefit Transfer 

in these accounts. 

7. After satisfactory operation of the account for 6 months, an overdraft 

facility will be permitted 

8. Access to Pension, insurance products. 

9. Accidental Insurance Cover, RuPay Debit Card must be used at least 

once in 45 days. 

10. Overdraft facility upto Rs.5000/- is available in only one account per 

household, preferably lady of the household. 

The Co-Operative Sector 

Boudh Central Co-Oprative Bank Ltd 

In the co-operative sector there are 24 Large-sized Multipurpose Co-

operative Societies, 42 Service Co-operative Societies, 9 Employees' Co-

operative Societies, and one Central Co-operative Bank. 

The Boudh Central Co-operative Bank Limited was established in May, 

1955 with its headquarters at Boudh. It has branch offices at Boudh, 

Purunakatak, Manamunda, Kantamal, Mahila Branch, Boudh, Phulabani, 

Tikabali, G. Udayagiri, Raikia, Baligurha, Mahila Branch, Phulbani in Boudh 

and Khondmal districts. The Bank is the only financing agency in the both 

the districts in the co-operative sector and finances all co-operative societies 
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including individuals through direct and diversified sector. The major portion 

of its funds goes to the affiliated primary credit societies. It accepts various 

types of deposits from the affiliated societies, local bodies and the public. 

Besides, the Bank has undertaken to handle bill business. The membership 

of the Bank up to March‘ 2015 consisted of 228 Co-operative societies, 7301 

individuals and the State Government.  

At the end of March 2015, the Bank had a share capital of Rs. 20, 30, 

55,399.75. The deposits, reserve fund, borrowings and working capital of the 

Bank were Rs. 143,52,75,944.97, Rs. 10,57,13,347.42, Rs. 

157,51,01,261.00 and Rs. 367,46,36,622.59 respectively. The Bank has 

invested a sum of Rs. 101, 30, 13,211.00 in other Banks. Up to March, 2015, 

the outstanding loan of the Bank was Rs. 231, 43, 21,684.09. During the 

year 2014-15 (April-March) the Bank made a net profit of Rs. 24, 89,844.56 

and the percentage of collection over demand was 75.00 per cent. 

In March 2015, there were 24 Large-sized Co-operative Societies with 

a total membership of 1, 27,274 persons of which 37,506 belonged to the 

Scheduled Tribes and 23,999 to the Scheduled Castes. These societies 

(LAMPCS) had a total working capital of Rs. 82,60,75,367.75 of which share 

capital is Rs. 8,97,59,291.00. The reserve fund and deposit were 

Rs.97,034.46 and Rs.6,10,58,496.60 respectively. The outstanding loan was 

Rs. 85,79,04,688.00. These LAMPCS advanced Rs. 94, 11,83,568.00 as 

loan to 27,623 members during the year 2014-15. The percentage of 

collection over demand was 70.00 per cent. These LAMPCS made a net 

profit of Rs. 98, 89,607.85 of nine LAMPCS made a loss of Rs. 2, 60, 

21,627.58 of fifteen LAMPCS during the year 2014-15. 

In March 2015, there were 42 Service Co-operative Societies with a 

total membership of 1,00, 270 persons of which 5,953 belonged to the 

Scheduled Tribes and 7,331 to the Scheduled Castes. These societies 

function at village level as the agencies for distribution of agricultural inputs 

and agricultural credit to the farmers. The societies had a working capital of 

Rs. 66,30,38,346.60 up to the end of March 2015 of which paid up capital 

was Rs. 9,70,55,129.00. The reserve fund and deposit were Rs. 1,69,810.00 

and Rs. 10,68,52,369.05 respectively. The outstanding loan was Rs. 122, 

68, 64,546.25 In 2014-15 the societies advanced Rs. 18, 25,019 as short-

term loan and Rs. 15,25,812 as medium-term loan to 5,049 members. The 

percentage of collection over demand was 85.00 per cent. Twenty-.six 

societies made a net profit of Rs. 2, 06,666 and fourteen societies made a 

loss of Rs. 44,498. 

In March 2015, there were nine Employees' Co-operative Credit 

Societies operating in Boudh and Kandhamal (Khondmal) districts of which 

seven were located at Boudh and two at Phulbani. The total membership of 
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these societies was 645 persons. At the end of March 2015, the societies 

had a total working capital of Rs. 1,13,38,219.00 of which paid up capital 

was Rs. 9,81,000.00 reserve fund Rs. 2530.00 and deposits Rs. 25037.90. 

The total borrowing and loan outstanding were Rs. 98,13,094.00 and Rs. 

98,53,660.00 respectively. The societies made an advance of Rs. 60, 

42,000.00 during the year 2014-15 (April-March) 

In March 2015, there were 7 Lift Irrigation Co-operative Societies 

located at Ratanga, Urumunda, Budhadani, Harabhanga, Sampoch, 

Dhalapur and Ramagarh. The societies had a total membership of 130 

persons with 67 hectares of land under their command. Up to the end of 

March 2015, the societies had a working capital of Rs. 1,47,948.00/-. During 

2014-15 (April To March) These societies made a net profit of Rs. 57,635/- 

made a loss of Rs. 1,664 and two societies made no loss or profit. 

There is one Regional Marketing Co-operative Societies which deal in 

agricultural produce, agricultural requisities and consumer goods. Besides, 

there are six Consumers' and Co-operative Stores, one Wholesale Co-

operative Store, one Forest Marketing Co-operative Store, one Cold-storage 

Co-operative Society, one Joint Farming Co-operative Society, one Fishery 

Co-operative Society and four Labour Contract and Construction Co-

operative Societies. 

In March 2015, there is one Regional Marketing Co-operative Society 

with its headquarters at Raikia. At the end of March 2015, the total 

membership of the society is 214 Nos. The working capitalRs.67,04738.97, 

share capital, Rs  7,89,820.00, reserve fund s.13,908,92 and, other fund 

deposit 18,12,424.56 and borrowing Rs.24,70,283.85 of the society .  The 

value of purchases and sales of agricultural produce, agricultural requisites 

and consumer goods during the year (2014-15) were Rs.20, 22,009.30.  The 

society made a net Loss of Rs. 2624657.31 during the year. 

Since 1977 there is one Agency Marketing Co-operative Society at 

Tikabali which deals in minor forest products, agricultural produce and 

consumer goods. The society has been of immense benefit to the local 

Adivasis in safeguarding their economic interests, ensuring them fair price 

for their crops and saving them from the exploitation of unscrupulous money-

lenders and traders. The society enjoys the cash credit benefit from the 

State Bank of India. There is no Cold Storage  functioning in Boudh district. 

In 2014-15, there was one Joint-farming Co-operative Society at 

Bhaliapani with a membership of 18 persons (17 land-holders and 1 

agricultural labourer). Seventeen hectares of -irrigated land was under their 

command. At the end of June, 1977, the working capital and the share 

capital of the society were Rs. 17,049 and Rs. 2,200 respectively. During the 

year, the society made a loss of Rs. 2,053 due to bad management. 
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In 2014-15, there was one Fishery Co-operative Society at Boudh with 

a membership of 93 persons. At the end of June, 1977, the working capital, 

share capital and reserve fund were Rs. 2,041, Rs. 1,192 and Rs. 32 

respectively. During the year, the society made a net profit of Rs. 105. 

In 2014-15, there were four Labour Contract and Construction Co-

operative Societies with their headquarters at Phulbani, Dutipara, 

Bhairabiand Judabali. At the end of June, 1977, the total membership of 

these societies was 307 persons (286 labourers and 21 others). The working 

capital, share capital, reserve fund and borrowing were Rs. 47,151, Rs. 

7,369, Rs. 285 and Rs. 14,990 respectively. Three societies made a net 

profit of Rs. 976 and one society made a loss of Rs. 1,139. 

In 2014-15, there was one Wholesale Consumers' Co-operative Store 

at Phulbani with a membership of 104, including co-operative societies and 

individuals. At the end of June, 1977, the share capital, reserve and other 

funds, deposit and borrowing were Rs. 2,08,690, Rs. 746, Rs. 1,845 and Rs. 

87,500 respectively. At the beginning of the year (July 1977) the value of the 

closing stock of the society was Rs. 1,48,583. The value of sales and 

purchases during the year were Rs. 10,79,601 and Rs. 10,03,166 

respectively. The society expended Rs. 32,997 towards the cost of 

management. During the year, the society made a net profit of Rs. 17,784. 

In 2014-15, there were six Consumer Stores located at Phulabani(2), 

Harabhanga, Boudh (2), and Birupaksha. At the end of June, 1977, the total 

membership of these stores was 1,759 individuals. The share capital, 

reserve and other funds, deposit, borrowing were Rs. 59,801, Rs. 484, Rs. 

1,254 and Rs. 3,397 respectively. The value of purchases and sales were 

Rs. 5,44,050 and Rs. 5,90,831 respectively. Three societies made a net 

profit of Rs. 14,326, two societies made a loss of Rs. 6,412 and one society 

made no profit or loss. 

The Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Odisha, is the administrative 

head of this organisation at the State level. He has his headquarters at 

Bhubaneswar. Under him there are an Additional Registrar, three Joint 

Registrars of Co-operative Societies, nineteen Deputy Registrars of Co-

operative Societies, Fifty Seven Assistant Registrars of Co-operative 

Societies and other officers. The State has been split up into Nineteen Co-

operative Divisions, each under the charge of a Deputy Registrar of Co-

operative Societies. Boudh-Khondmals district is functioning under the 

control of a Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Phulbani Division 

(Kandhamal). At present there is Three Co-operative Circle in both the 

districts with headquarters at  Boudh,PhulabaniandBalliguda. The Circles 

are kept under the charge of an Assistant Registrar of Co-operative 

Societies. 
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The Assistant Registrar is responsible for the organisation, inspection 

and supervision of various co-operative societies. At PanchayatSamitilevel 

there are Supervisors and Co-operative Extension Officers attached to the 

Block Development Officer. They look after the management of the Primary 

Co-operative Societies within their jurisdiction. 

 Assistant Registrar, Boudh, Phulabani, Balliguda Co-operative Circle, 

is assisted by 3 Sub-Assistant Registrars, 12 Senior Inspectors of Co-

operative Societies. 

In ancient times, there was a trade route from Kosala to Kalinga 

passing through this district via Boudh. In the district there is the 

KalingaGhat which connects Boudh with Berhampur in Ganjam district. 

Boudh can be easily reached via Anga valley in Balangir district. The 

Mahanadi on the northern and the Tel on the western boundaries of the ex-

State of Boudh offered good facilities for water carriage. The road from 

Cuttack to Sambalpur along the southern bank of the Mahanadi traversed 

the entire length of the ex-State of B.oudh. Trade followed this route from 

December onwards till the break of rains. 

At present, there is no railway line in the district and the nearest railway 

station is Rairakhol (30 km. from the district headquarters) in Sambalpur 

district. In the ex-state of Boudh in ordinary years the produce of rice, food 

grains, and oil-seeds was in excess of requirements. A considerable trade 

was carried on by traders who came from Cuttack in the rainy season and 

exported the excess produce on boats down the Mahanadi. In the cold 

season carts worked their way up from Cuttack and even from as far south 

as Ganjam and traded in rashi (sesamum). Turmeric, brought down from the 

Khondtnals, was also exported in large quantities. There was also a fair 

trade in forest products, such as, lac, myrobalans, bamboos and small 

timber for rafters. Sleepers were also floated down the river to Cuttack. 

Post Independence Period 

Trade and commerce in the district are mainly agro-based and forest-

based. Trade relation of the district is mainly with the adjoining district of 

Ganjam. Berhampur is the nearest trade hub. 

Banking, Trade and Commerce 

Berhampur railway station controls the trade of the district. The exports 

of the district are also mainly channelised through Berhampur. The southern 

part of the district has trade links with Munigurha, a railhead in Koraput 

district.  BoudhTahsil area has trade links with the adjoining districts, such as 

Balangir, Sambalpur and Dhenkanal., while BoudhTahsil had the largest 

number of retailers followed by Khondmals 

The shops in rural areas deal mostly in articles of daily necessities of 

the local people, such as, cereals, pulses, salt, oil, sugar, molasses, spices 
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and groceries. The shops in the urban areas are comparatively better 

equipped to meet the requirements of the town people as well as the rural 

folk. The main commercial centres of the district are Boudh, Purunakatak,  

and Manamunda. The traders at these places are mostly non-Adivasis and 

outsiders. There are many weekly markets throughout the district which are 

important channels of local trade. 

Boudh lies in a very fertile region by the side of the river Mahanadi and 

is well connected by road with Balangir in Balangir district. It is the 

subdivisional headquarters of a subdivision of the same name. There are a 

few big farmers in Boudh. The important crops grown in the area are paddy 

of improved varieties, and pulses. Wheat, potato, cotton and sugarcaneare 

the crops introduced newly which are gradually becoming popular. In the 

areas with irrigation facility multiple cropping is practised. A number of 

fishermen live here who carry on trade in riverine fish on a moderate scale. 

Handloom weaving is the principal household industry in the area. 

Excise 

Boudh district was created by separating the erstwhile Boudh sub 

division from the district of Boudh Kandhamal in 1994. The District Excise 

Office functioned independently in Boudh by procuring relevant records from 

District Excise Office, Kandhamal on 22.07.1994. 

As para 24 of Odisha Excise Manual Vol.II, Collector of each district is 

primarily responsible for the Excise administration of the district. The 

Superintendent of Excise is Chief Executive Officer subject to immediate 

control of Collector in all matters relating to excise administration. Other sub-

ordinate officers i.e. Inspector of Excise, Head Clerk, Junior Clerk, Asst. 

Sub-Inspector of Excise & Excise Constables work under the direct control & 

supervision of the Superintendent of Excise. 

There is only one post of Inspector of Excise with headquarter at 

Boudh. The district has 5 sanctioned posts of Sub-Inspector of Excise, 4 

sanctioned posts of Asst. Sub-Inspector of Excise and 20 sanctioned Post of 

Excise Constables. The district has 4 charge offices at Boudh Sadar, 

Harbhanga, Manamunda and Kantamal and one post of Mobile S.I with area 

throughout the district. 

As per Para 23 of Odisha Excise Manual Volume III, the duties of all 

Officers of Excise Department are to prevent and detect offences against the 

law under Bihar &Odisha Excise Act, NDPS Act, etc, to inspect licensed 

shops, to check illicit or improper practices on the part of licensed vendors, 

to discourage excessive indulgence in intoxicant collection of intelligence, 

collection of revenue, prevent leakage of revenue, to enforce public opinion 

and potentialities for consumption of excise articles and to perform such 

other duties as imposed. 
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At present Bihar & Orissa Excise Act, NDPS Act, M & T.P. Act, are in 

force in the district Boudh. An officer not below the rank of S.I of Excise may 

arrest without warrant any person found committing an offence under B & O 

Excise Act and NDPS Act. Generally intelligence is collected and raid is 

made accordingly by the Excise Staffs. The power of investigation and 

prosecution is vested in officers not below the rank of S.I of Excise. Local aid 

in detection and investigation of offences is usually sought for by the Excise 

Officers but the required assistance is rarely available. U/S 76 of B & O 

Excise Act, the elected representatives and other officials are bound to 

inform the Excise Officers of any Excise crime as soon as the fact comes 

their knowledge.  Police Officers are also obliged to render necessary 

assistance when required by the Excise Department. Illicit distillation of 

liquor is going on in a number of villages and hemp plant cultivation is going 

on in about 70 villages which is the cause of headache for the department. 

The Department is trying sincerely to curb the crime despite having shortage 

of staff. 

There are 23 Out-Still shops and 14 IMFL ―OFF‖ shops running in this 

district at present. 7 Out-Still shops are not functioning though the 

Government has sanctioned 30 O.S shops. 4 O.S shops have been closed 

on account of location on Government. Land and 3 O.S. shops are laying 

unsettled. 

Licenses of the shops are invited as pure annual Excise Policy by 

Excise Department Government of Odisha the intoxicants for which license 

are being function liquor Mohua flower and Out-Still liquor. Licenses for 

Mohua Flower are issued for a calendar year, whereas for FL and OS shops 

it is issued for the financial year. The limit of possession of O.S. Liquor and 

foreign liquor are 1.5 ltrs per person where as for Beer it is 3 ltrs. Mahua 

Flower is being used as raw material for production of Out Still liquor. Hence 

Mohua Flower license are issued not only to the O.S. license but also to the 

private parties for sale outside the district. This is necessary to prohibit use 

of Mohua Flower in illicit distillation. 

Licenses of Excise shops are issued as per the annual Excise Policy 

promulgated by the State Government. from year to year. The District Excise 

Office gets revenue in shape of monthly C money of F.L. ―OFF: & O.S 

Shops, Mohua Flower storage fee, Mohua flower pass fees & transport fees, 

Application fee, Lable Regd. Fee, Duty on short lifting of I.M.F.L & Beer etc. 

The details of Revenue collection and production of OS Liquor for the last 5 

years are given below: 
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Collection of Excise Revenue in the Last 5 Years 

Year Annual Target Collection 

2010-11 3,00,00,000 2,83,09,273 

2011-12 3,00,00,000 3,21,18,267 

2012-13 3,90,00,000 3,81,57,104 

2013-14 4,80,00,000 3,93,52,771 

2014-15 4,50,00,000 5,19,71,884 

 

The details of Production of O.S Liquor, lifting of I.M.F.L & Beer and 

cases detected are as below. 

Year 

Production 

of O.S 

Liquor 

Lifting Enforcement Activities 

IMFL BEER 
Case 

Detected 

Claimed 

Case 

Un-

claimed 

Case 

Person 

arrested 

Charge 

Sheeted 

2010-11 823325.800 129405.603 569132.900 139 47 92 47 47 

2011-12 990333.400 165104.931 589793.160 149 49 100 49 49 

2012-13 979350.800 176020.290 505421.374 193 81 112 81 81 

2013-14 972594.000 227697.220 66350.610 124 38 86 38 38 

2014-15 1734204.500 238038.051 689863.600 141 67 74 67 67 

 

Weights and Measures: Then and Now  

There are a number of merchants at Boudh who transact business 

mostly in paddy, pulses, timber, cloth, oil-seeds, vegetables and essential 

consumer goods. There is a daily market and a weekly market. The weekly 

market sits on every Saturday where a large number of consumer goods and 

agricultural commodities are assembled.Prior to the introduction of the 

metric system the scale of weights in common use was pales, phuli and 

bisa. This was known as the naraji scale of weights. The common measure 

of volume was sula, bum, mansara, tambi, gauni and khandi. For measuring 

length the hath or cubit was commonly used. It varied from 0.4572 metre to 

05080 metre (18 to 20 inches). These measures varied not only in 

nomenclature but also in capacities from area to area. Materials from which 

these measures were constructed also varied from place to place. In some 

parts, brass, iron and wooden measures were used, whereas in some other 

parts earthen measures were in use. 

Legal Metrology: Legal Metrology is the application of legal 

requirements to Measurements and Measuring Instruments. Moreover, 

Legal Metrology is the name given to all applied Metrology subject to 

regulation by law or Government decree. 
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State organization: Legal Metrology Directorate formerly known as 

State weights and measures wing is at present functioning under Food 

Supplies and Consumer Welfare Department, GovernmentOdisha. 

An Overview: In pre independence period, the trade transaction of 

goods were performed in various ways by using nonstandard weights and 

measures in different units like odda, sola mana, Bisa,Wooden Dandi, Shera 

and Stones of different sizes ,which were not even uniform in the different 

region of a state. Consumers could not asses the accuracy of measurement 

and quantity of goods involved and being cheated by the unscrupulous 

traders to a great extent. 

After independence, the sovereign state of India felt it necessary to ban 

the existing practice of measurements and to provide a coherent system by 

enacting and establishing Metric Standards in the year 1956. As per lapse of 

period of time and to meet the requirements to protect the consumers from 

the clutch of unfair trade practice Act was amended time to time. At present 

the Act and Rule in force throughout the country are: 

a. Legal Metrology Act 2009 

b. Legal Metrology General Rule 2011 

c. Packaged Commodities Rule 2011 

To enforce the Legal Metrology Act 2009 Government of Odisha has 

implemented Odisha Legal Metrology Rule 2011 in the state with effect from 

01.04.2011. The Objectives of the Act and Rules are: To eradicate use of 

non-standard weights and Measures etc and to introduce standard measure 

in their place; To enforce the prescribed standards of weights and measures; 

To detect violation of provisions of Law by defaulters and initiate legal action 

against them and In the process of above, to collect revenue in shape of 

stamping fees, compounding fees etc to augment resources of the state. 

At present Boudh district is provided with an Senior Inspector of Legal 

Metrology to enforce and regulate the weights and measures provisions.The 

office of the Assistant Controller Legal Metrology is newly created and 

functioning at KhadalasahiBoudh Town. The jurisdiction of the Assistant 

Controller Legal Metrology and the Senior Inspector Legal Metrology is 

whole Boudhdistrict.Theworking standard laboratory is being maintained by 

the Senior Inspector.The basic work of inspector is verification of weights 

and measures and enforcement of weights and measures provision.The 

Inspector verifies the weights and measures of the users of the district by 

holding camp offices at Block Head Quarters and other growth/business 

centre. The verification of manual Beam scales, weights and capacity 

measures are done biannually and other electronic instruments are being 

verified annually. At the time verification the commercial standards are being 

compared with the working standard and certificate of verification issued to 
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that effect by realizing scheduled fees. The trade premises /users of weights 

and measures premises, petrol pumps,PDS fair price shop, jewelry ,hat are 

being inspected on regular and surprise basis to regulate the proper use of 

weights and measures as required under Act and Rules made there under. 

Surprise raids also conducted to inspect the packaged commodities at retail 

trader, packer, and manufacturing unit to ensure the declaration relating to 

net content,MRP, Monthand Year of packing,best before use etc as 

envisaged under Packaged Commodities Rule 2011.Time to time the 

recalcitrant traders/ users of weights and measures violating the weights and 

measures provisions are being prosecuted and brought under book. The 

compounding feesis collected for compoundable offences and rest offenders 

are being tried in the court of law. In the last financial year i.e 2014-2015 an 

amount of Rs 4,39,274/- has been collected towards re-verification and 

stamping fees also 100 nos of cases were detected against the defaulting 

traders and an amount of Rs 81,300/- has been collected from them towards 

compounding fees.  

Consumer's awareness programmes are conducted to educate and 

enlighten the consumers how to protect themselves from clutches of 

unscrupulous traders and users of weights andmeasures.  

Old Weight and Measure 

The old weights and measures and their equivalent in metric units are 

given below. 

Old weights and measures Metric equivalent 

Tambi 120 tolas  1.400 grams 

Ara 60 tolas  0.700 grams 

Bura 30 tolas  0.350 grams 

Mana 30 tolas  0.350 grams 

Tambi 105 tolas  1.225 grams 

Gauni 300 tolas  3.500 grams 

Khandi 2,400 tolas  28 kilograms 

Training of Youth for setting of Industreis  

To identify, orient, motivate, train and assist the rural youth of the 

district for taking to self-employment through creation and management of 

micro, Small and medium enterprises, the state bank of India is having a 

training institute at Boudh. Another Institute named Rural Development and 

Self Employment Training Institute is functioning in the district to impart 

short-term skill development training to the rural unemployed youth for 

gainful self-employment.  
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Regulated Market Committee, Boudh 

Boudh Regulated Market Committee is operating in three Blocks viz. 

Harabhanga, Boudh and Kantamal. The Boudh Regulated Market 

Committee was established in the year 1994 but it remained dormant till 

2003. From 2003 onwards it was activated and on the way of progress year 

after year. The prime objectives of RMC, Boudh are as follows: 

1. To establish as many as Market Yards as possible to provide market 

regulation facilities to maximum number of agriculturists in the area of 

operation. 

2. To provide modern basic amenities in these markets with requisite 

infrastructures for effective sale and purchase of agricultural produces 

of the farmers. 

3. To ensure fair and remunerative price to the farmers in due proportion 

with quality and quantity. 

4. To eliminate middle man and number of malpractices like under 

weighment, unauthorized and unjust deductions and unfair price of the 

commodities. 

5. To ensure ready payment of cash (value of the produces) in the spot 

to avoid any discrepancies thereof regarding. 

6. To facilitate paddy procurement in the district providing adequate 

grading and weighing equipments. 

Infrastructure 

Sl. 
No. 
  

Name of the Market 
Yard 
  

Infrastructure facilities available 

Boundary 
wall 

Open 
Plat 
form 

Cover 
shed 

Tube 
well Godown Weighbridge 

1 Khuntabandh Yes 6 nos. 2 nos. Yes 
1500+250 
MT Yes 

2 Biranarasinghpur Yes 3 nos. 2 nos. Yes 
500+250 
MT Yes 

3 Palsagora Yes -- 2 nos. Yes 500 MT Yes 
4 Manamunda Yes 8 nos. 2 nos. Yes 250 MT Yes 
5 Kasalpur Yes 2 nos. 1 No. -- 250 MT -- 
6 Chhatarang Yes 2 nos. 2 nos. Yes 1000 MT Yes 

 
It has six check points: 1. Manamunda, 2. Mahanadi, 3.Charichhak, 

4.Madhapur, 5. Balasinga, 6. Sindhuguda (Seasonal). RMC collects market 

fee on agricultural, horticultural and minor forest product @ 1% except 

paddy. On paddy @2% is being collected as market fee. But vide 

Notification No.Agm-Misc.-21/14/1373/Coop. Dt.16.02.15 of Coop. 

Department the market fee on fruits and vegetableshas been exempted. 

Besides, at times Government provides some grants for infrastructural 

development. 
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CHAPTER -VII 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 

Trade Routes 

Boudh was a feudatory state where communication had not developed 

in the pre-independence period. High hills and dense forests of the area 

stood as a natural barrier to communication. Except a route running to 

Cuttack through the valley of the Mahanadi below Boudh, the ex-state had 

only narrow hilly tracts. These routes were cleared during summer season, 

but were closed in the rains. One had to travel by foot to reach this region 

through thick forests and hilly tracts often infested by wild animals. Of 

course, river Mahanadi which passes through Boudh is navigable for most 

part of the year. Till recent years, this waterway served as an important 

means of communication from both Cuttack and Sambalpur sides to this 

subdivision. 

During the early twentieth century, the road system of the princely 

administered state of Boudh was not developed. L. E. B. Cobden-Ramsay 

presents a picture of this in his book Feudatory States of Orissa: Bengal 

District Gazetteers (1910) in the following words: 

"The main road from Cuttack to Sambalpur along the southern bank of 

the Mahanadi traverses the entire length of the State: trade follows this route 

from December onwards till the break of the rains. This road is maintained 

by the British Government and there are rest-houses at convenient 

distances throughout its length. There are no other roads in the State which 

is very defective in its communication with the interior." The Mahanadi and 

the Tel rivers were offering excellent facilities for water carriage. In the 

Mahanadi considerable quantities of grain, bamboos and sleepers were 

carried to Cuttack in rainy season. Towards the middle of the forties the ex.-

State had a total length of 160 miles (256 km.) of roads which was attended 

to and improved by the Darbar administration.‖ 

The district of Boudh is no longer isolated from other parts of the state. 

National Highway - 57 (Manmunda to Banigochha) and NH -157 

(Charichhak to Kalingha) NH -153(B) (Naktideul to Boudh)pass through the 

district. However, there is no railway line passing through or connecting to 

the district. The nearest railway station Rairkhol is 30 km distant form Boudh, 

the district headquarters. The shortest all-weather routes from the state 

capital, Bhubaneswar, pass through this district to Phulbani, Balangir and 

Sonepur districts of western Odisha. Besides, the district has all weather 

road communication with its neighbouring districts such as Phulbani, 

Sonepur, Nayagarh and Sambalpur. The districts Ganjam and Angul.   
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Khurda-Balangir Railway line via Boudh 

The ongoing railway project Khurda-Balangir rail line via Boudh is 

under construction which is going to play a significant role in connecting the 

western part of the state with the coastal part. Of the total 289 km railway 

project, construction work in 41.5 km has been completed from Khurda up to 

Rajsunakhala. Two passenger trains are plying from Khurda to 

Rajsunakhala. The district of Boudh is to be connected by rail. 

Regional Transport Authority (RTO) 

Registration mark of this region has been changed from OR-27 to OD-

27w.e.f. 01.09.2012 as per Gazette Notification No. 1672 dt.24.08.2012 of 

Government of Odisha in Commerce and Transport Department (T). In OR 

series, 4075 vehicles have been registered and similarly in OD series 6578 

vehicles have been registered by the end of 31.07.2015 

From inception of this office, 9177 driving licenses have been issued to 

individuals by the end of July 2015, out of which 914 Transport Licence (Fall 

in the category of Heavy Transport Goods, PSV and Light Transport 

Vehicles). Only 1 conductors licence has been issued till July 2015. No 

automobile repairing units has been registered in this region as per 

provision. 

There are 10 Trade Certificate Holders for selling of vehicles in the 

district.1 no. of Trade certificates have also been issued for manufacturing of 

Trailers for Tractors. 

11 permanent permits under stage carriage category have been issued 

to Bus Owners to ply their buses in different routes of this district. The Other 

Buses are plying under permits issued by the STA. 

There are 2 active Driving Training Schools in the district. 

Road maintained by Public Works Department (Roads and Buildings)  

As per the figures available for the year 2015, Public Works (Roads 

and Buildings) Department maintains 165.99 km. of roads in the district of 

which 165.99 km. are all-weather motorable. All total mileage, 165.99 km. 

arc black topped. In the following statement in different categories of roads 

maintained by the above Department with their condition and length is given: 

Category of roads 
Black-  

topped 

Meta-  

lied 

Grave- Earthen Total 

lied 

 (km.) (km.) (km.) (km.) (km.) 

State Highways 112.54  .. .. 112.54 

Major District Roads 4.00 0 0 0 4.00 

Other District Roads  49.45 0 • •  49.45 

      

An account of some of the important roads of the district is given below : 
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State Highway No. 1  

 The State Highway No. 1 starts from Khurda (Khurda district) and 

ends at Rampur (Kalahandi district). The total length of this all-weather 

motorable road in the district is 6.20 km. of which 6.20 km. are black-topped. 

The road passes through Gariapada and Kuduki Ghats. The Gariapada Ghat 

runs from Khajuriparha to Gariapada for a length of 3.22 km. This road 

connects the state capital, Bhubaneshwar, with the Phulbani district 

headquarters, Phulbani 

State Highway No. 23  

 The State Highway No. 23 is one of the old roads of the district. It 

connects Phulabani with Anugul district. it starts from the State Highway No. 

1 at Phulabani and proceeds to Tikarparha. It is an all-weather road. The 

road passes though Ranipathar and BhetkholGhats. The length of this road 

in the district is 49.76 km. of which 49.76 km. is all-weather motorableroad. 

Out of the total length of the road, 49.76 km. are black topped. There are 

inspection bungalows at  Tukulunda and Sitalpan 

State Highway No. 41  

 This road starts from the Natinal Highway No. 57 at Manamunda 

and runs a distance of 56.58 km. to reach Sindhiguda. The total length of 

56.58 kms is all-weather motorable black toped road. 

Major District Road 

This major district road starts from Boinda and proceeds up to 

Athamallick. The total length of the road in the district is 4.00 km. which is 

all-weather black topped motorable road.  

Other District Roads 

There are six other district roads running in the district, viz. 

(i) Harabhanga-Chatranga road (5.63 km.), (ii) Boudh Town road 

(4.82 km.), (iii) Butupalli-Baghiapada road (19.00 km.), (iv) Dumalpalli-

Similijhore road (5.00 Km), (v) Purunakatak--Dhalpur road (13.00 km) 

and (v) MarjakudHarijanSahi to Marjakud High School (2.00 km) . All 

these are all-weather black topped roads. 

Waterways, Ferries and Bridges: 

Rivers Tel and Mahanadi flow on the western and northern boundaries 

of the district respectively. Despite their rocky beds, these rivers are 

navigable all the year round except for a certain period in summer. In the 

past, goods like paddy, rice, logs, bamboos and vegetables were trans-

ported in country boats to distant places mainly in rainy season. The other 
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rivers in the district are not suitable for navigation as they pass through 

steep high lands and mountains and their beds are heavily rocky. 

Roads   maintained by Rural Development Department 

Rural connectivity is one of the key factors for the socio-economic 

development of an area as well as the state.  One of the major activities of 

the Rural Development Department is construction and improvement of rural 

roads.  The Rural Works Division Boudh has been entrusted with the 

responsibility of maintaining 47 rural roads of 606.20 km length. Besides, 

there are 35 major bridges under this division out of which 17 are completed. 

Major Schemes/ programmes under implementation for rural 

connectivity are: 

a. Pradhan Mantri Gram SadakYojana (PMGSY) 

b. Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) 

c. BijuSetuYojana (BSY) 

d. Constituency-wise Allotment (CWA) 

e. Finance Commission Award Work (Roads and Buildings) 

f. Special Repair (Roads and Buildings)  

Pradhan Mantri Gram SadakYojana (PMGSY) and ADB Assisted 

PMGSY works 

As per present relaxed norms, Pradhan Mantri Gram SadakYojana 

(PMGSY) aims at providing all weather connectivity to all unconnected 

habitations having a population of 250 and above for IAP districts and 

population of 500 or more in general area and population of 250 or more in 

scheduled area for non-IAP districts. Boudh district is a non-IAP district 

ADB Assisted PMGSY Works 

      A portion of PMGSY is being executed in the state with ADB assistance 

under RRS-II Investment programme. Such ADB Assistance is a loan to 

Government of India but a grant-in-aid to the Government of Odisha on 

behalf of GOI. 
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PMGSY Guidelines 

Project Identification and Selection  

A core network of roads has been prepared for each district in 

consultation with Panchayati Raj Institutions at the block level and approved 

by the ZillaParishad at the district level.  The projects those are taken up 

under PMGSY are identified from the core network in accordance with the 

PMGSY guidelines prescribed by the Ministry of Rural Development 

(MORD), Government of India (GOI), and, as recommended by the 

ZillaParishad. The projects are approved by the State Level Standing 

Committee (SLSC) and submitted to Government of India for approval by the 

Empowered Committee. 

Missing Links on PMGSY roads 

As per the initial guidelines of PMGSY, bridge projects on sanctioned 

PMGSY roads upto15 meter span length were being funded fully by MORD, 

Government of India. This was increased upto25 meters span length and 

subsequently to 50 meters span length for Non-IAP district and 75 mtr for 

IAP districts.Balance required funds are being provided by the State 

Government by availing loan assistance form NABARD (RIDF). 

Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) 

Government of India in the Budget of 1995-1996 announced the 

scheme for setting up of Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) to 

be made operational by the NABARD for financing of the ongoing as well as 

the new infrastructure projects in rural areas for upliftment of rural economy 

and eradication of poverty. 

Biju SetuYojana (Rural Bridges) 

 Besides funding from NABARD for construction of bridges, Ministry of 

Rural Development, Government of India is also providing funds for 

construction of bridges on PMGSY roads, permissible under the guidelines 

of the scheme. Bridges are also being constructed out of the allocated funds 

to R.D. Department under WODC, Biju KBK, IAP, BRGF etc. But the existing 

schemes are unable to cater the requirements of the State.  Hence the 

Government of Odisha has embarked upon a new initiative in formulating 

and launching the ambitious BijuSetuYojana (BSY) to bridge all the missing 

links on roads of R.D. Department.BijuSetuYojana was launched on 9
th
 Oct. 

2011 for construction of new bridges on RD roads and important P.S. roads 

to provide all-weather connectivity to the rural areas of the State. In addition 

to above, the Programme also covers construction of bridges on strategic 

important Panchayat Samitee roads belonging to P.R. Department.  The 

BSY as such has been formulated to provide an effective all-weather road 
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network across the length and breadth of the state, so as to effectively meet 

the transportation needs of every sector, cost effectively.  

Constituency-wise Allotment (CWA) 

 Constituency-wise allocation was conceptualized to place Rs.20.00 

lakh at the disposal of each constituency, so that critical road projects could 

be taken up in rural areas in consultation with the local MLAs to address the 

immediate needs of the locality. So an amount of Rs 40.00 lakh is available 

under C.W.A. for Boudh and Kantamal constituencies. 

Special Repair (Roads) 

There are approximately 606.20 kmss of rural roads under the Rural 

Works Division Boudh. State Government provides budgetary support each 

year for maintenance and upkeep of these roads and CD works.  

Improvement of Existing RD Roads 

For improvement of existing RD roads, Government  sanctions certain 

amount every year. 

Rural Roads under Rural Works Division, Boudh 

Fortyseven Rural Roads with a total length of 606 km are there in 

Boudh district. These roads provide good connectivity the the villagers in the 

district. There are as many as 35 bridges under the Boudh Rural Works 

Division.    

Roads Maintained by the National Highways Organization 

The National Highways Organization (Project Sub Division,Boudh) 

maintains 266.11 km. of National highway roads, in the  District of Boudh, 

Kantamal and Samblpur. A list of the roads is given below: 

Sl. No.  Name of the Road Condition  Length 

1 NH- 57 (Manmunda to    Banigochha ) 7.00mtr Black-

topped road with 12.00 formation         111.11 KM 

2  NH -157 (Charichhak to Kalingha     7.00 mtr Black-topped road with 

12.00 formation  90.00 KM  

3   NH -153(B) (Naktideul to Boudh)         7.00 mtr Black-topped road 

with12.00 formation         65.00 KM 

Total   length   = 266.11 km    
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Forest Road 

53 Kms of forest roads have been maintained, 05 nos. of culvert, 10 

nos. of causeway and 15 nos. of Water Bodies and 03 nos. of Tube well 

have been constructed during 2013-14. 81 Kms of forest roads have been 

maintained, 04 nos. of culvert, 08 nos. of causeway and 31 nos. of Water 

Bodies and 03 nos. of Tube well have been constructed during 2014-15. 

Roads Maintained by NAC Boudhgarh 

The infrastructural Development work is going on every year like road 

construction and construction of drain work. This NAC is maintaining 

following type of road and drain as detected below. 

Particular Length in  K.M. BT  CC   Metal  un metal  Earthen       

 Total Road   7206 23912   547  153

  3704  35.522  

Drain   46.946  10.660  55.606 Accommodation 

There is one Circuit House located at Boudh having Two Suits along 

with 4 (Four) Nos. of Annexture.Apart from this IB House of Irrigation having 

two suits and one IB of RandB near Circuit House. The Revenue 

Department manages a number of Rest Sheds at different places of the 

district as given belows: 

Revenue Restsheds/ Revenue Inspection Bunglows 

Boudh 

1. Baghiapada Rest Shed. 

2. BoudhSadar Rest Shed. 

3. Mundapada Rest Shed. 

4. Dahya Rest Shed. 

Harabhanga  

1. Charichhak Rest Shed. 

2. Madhapur Rest Shed. 

3. Dhalapur Rest Shed. 

4. Chhatrang Rest Shed. 

5. Tileswar Rest Shed. 
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Kantamal  

1. Sagada I.B. 

2. Manamunda Rest Shed. 

3. Ghantapada Rest Shed. 

4. Para Rest Shed. 

5. Kanata Rest Shed. 

Telephone, Cell Phone and Internet Communication 

BSNL the central government PSU PROVIDES THE LAND LINE, 

2G/3G Mobile, Broadband, WLL, WIMAX, MLLN / Lease lines, OSWAN and 

HOSWAN services in Boudh District, BSNL is penetrating towards the 

interior rural areas for full flow service. The details are as follows. 

Other private mobile service provider like Tata Docomo, Reliance,  

Airtel , Aircel , Idea and Vodafone are also providing cell phone service  in 

Boudh District. 

Video Conference Service 

Video conference service to various departments   is also available at 

OSWAN (Odisha wide Area Network) and National Informatics Centre (NIC). 

Internet Service through OSWAN and NIC 

All Blocks and Tahasils and some district level offices are connected to 

internet through OSWANOSWAN (Odisha wide Area Network).and National 

Informatics Centre (NIC)is also providing internet service to 

BoudhCollectorate , District Court and Regional Transport Office through 

NICNET. 

Boudh District Website 

The District has a standardized website boudh.nic.in which has been 

designed, hosted and managed by National Informatics Centre which 

contains information of Boudh district. Advertisements, tenders, notices and 

recruitments, and different events are published in the website regularly. 
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CHAPTER-VIII 

ECONOMIC TRENDS 

Boudh lies to the south of Mahanadi River in central Odisha. River 

Tel flows to its west. These two rivers and the hills and forests of the south 

have a strong influence on the economic life of the people in the district.  

Livelihood  

The Mahanadi skirts the western and northern boundaries of Boudh 

district and forces a tortuous way between ridges and ledges. Along the river 

lie the extensive riverine fertile plains suitable for cultivation. The natural 

features of this tract lend themselves to irrigation, the hills on the southern 

border forming a natural watershed from which many small streams find their 

way to the Mahanadi. 

The people of the district are mostly, poor and improvident. The villages 

along the Mahanadi are an exception and many of them are large villages 

with prosperous inhabitants. The land is fertile and paddy is extensively 

grown in the plains along the Mahanadi. Castor oil, arhar and gram are the 

other main crops and turmeric is also grown in the hills on the southern 

border. In ordinary years the produce of rice, food grains and oilseeds are in 

excess of requirements and a considerable trade is carried on by traders. 

During the period 1891-1900, Boudh Sub-Division was passing through 

a very good period particularly in agricultural matters. During 1911-20, there 

were instances of repeated failure of crops leading to a famine in 1919 in the 

southern part of the district. There was high mortality among the infants 

which was ascribed to the prevalence of veneral diseases. Boudh recovered 

quickly between the years 1921 and 1930 and public health also improved. 

During the period, 1931-40 Boudh had no bumper crop and depended 

mostly on the import of food stuffs from other districts of the State.  

During the period from 1941 to 1946, the general condition of the 

district was worse than the previous period. Deficiency in food stuff 

continued and there was marked deterioration in public health. This was 

ascribed to the fact that the people were suffering from under-nutrition. The 

adverse circumstances under which the people of the district were practically 

unable to grow were a matter of concern for the Government. 

The period from 1951 to 1960 was significant for the planned 

development of post-independent rural economy. Five Year Plans were 

introduced which contributed to the overall prosperity of the people. Special 

schemes for the tribal people were introduced through National Extension 

Service Blocks. As irrigation facility was not available, much progress in 
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agriculture was not achieved. Anyway, food was not scarce and general 

improvement in public health was noticed as the death rate on account of 

agency fevers came down. Adoption of improved methods of agriculture, 

supply of fertilizers, pesticides etc., opening of new dispensaries, supply of 

drinking water in rural areas, programmes to control and prevent epidemic 

diseases, construction of road communication, spread of education, etc., 

contributed substantially to the material progress of the people. This decade 

was comparatively free from natural calamities like flood, drought and 

epidemics. The economic prosperity and good harvests had thus resulted in 

the economic growth of rural economy. 

The economic survey of 1954-55 indicates that about 97.7 per cent of 

the tribal families were dependant on agriculture for livelihood. About 56.4 

per cent of the agricultural families were owner-cultivators and 28.2 per cent 

were agricultural labourers. Besides, the per capita supply of agricultural 

land in the district was the lowest among all the districts in the State which 

indicates the poor condition of the agricultural economy. The data reveal that 

in 1954-55 the average level of income per farming family was Rs.253.06 

per year. Next to the farming families in numerical importance were the 

households who depend primarily, and many of them wholly, on wages by 

working in farm or in non-farm occupations. Their annual income per family 

was Rs.103.87. The data reveal that the net income from the rural trade was 

Rs.189.41 on the average per trading establishment. The level of income of 

the barbers, washer men and priests was exceedingly low which indicates 

that the families pursuing these avocations belonged to the low-income 

group. 

A family budget enquiry was conducted in 1960. The design of the 

survey was one of the stratified systematic sampling. For the purpose of this 

survey the districts, viz., Boudh-Khandhmals, Kalahandi, Koraput, and the 

Agency areas of Ganjam were grouped under one region. The data reveal 

that cereals claimed the highest percentage of total consumption in both 

rural and urban areas. Milk and milk-products claimed a lower proportion in 

rural areas than in the urban areas. Both in the rural and the urban areas 

people spent a lot on other food items. On non-food items the urban people 

spent more than the rural people in general. 

The above consumption pattern holds good till now and as one would 

expect cereal consumption in the rural areas is primarily in non-cash terms 

while in the urban areas it is in cash-terms. This clearly shows that urban 

people buy most of their cereal requirements while rural people depend on 

home-grown stock or that obtained in exchange of goods and services As 

regards milk and milk-products, more or less, an even distribution is 

prevalent between cash and non-cash consumption in the rural areas, while 

in the urban areas cash consumption constitutes the main factor. The trend 
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with regard to cash and non-cash consumption of other food items is in the 

same direction as that of milk and milk-products for both rural and urban 

areas. In respect of fuel, light and intoxicants, non-cash consumption is very 

insignificant in the urban areas. For amusements, toilets, clothes and sundry 

goods the entire consumption is in cash terms. For miscellaneous goods and 

services, and durable and semi-durable goods cash consumption both in 

rural and urban areas is of overwhelming proportion. So, one may conclude 

by saying that in respect of food-items rural people depend more on home-

grown stock than their counterparts in the urban areas while for the non-food 

items dependence on market is almost parallel. In other words, urban people 

depend on the market for almost everything they use, while rural people 

purchase a few items only. The increase in the prices of various articles of 

daily consumption has hit hard the urban people. 

The urban area presents a picture of all the socially significant sections 

of the people from the unskilled labourer to the well-to-do and the rich. The 

collision of urban life and the modern means of communication have some 

impact on the food habits and luxuries of the rural people. Beverage like tea 

has become common even in village homes. Many fashionable articles have 

made their way into the semi-rural areas. Shops selling varieties of goods 

have now appeared in almost all big villages. Model houses and low-cost 

houses for the weaker section of the community are built by the 

Government. The standard of living of the people is gradually improving due 

to adoption of improved agricultural techniques, modern means of 

communication and, above all, general consciousness created through the 

agency of Community Development Blocks. The Savings Bank facility and 

availability of Small Savings Certificates in post offices are inducing many 

people to keep up their savings in Pass Books and National Savings 

Certificates. 

The later years witnessed introduction of special schemes and 

programmes for the development of hill, drought prone and backward areas 

which contributed to considerable diversification in occupational structure 

and livelihood resources of the people in the district. 

 About 84 per cent of the people of the district earn their livelihood 

primarily through cultivation and collection of forest produce. Collection of 

Kendu leaf is also one of the chief occupations of the tribal people in the 

district. According to socio-economic caste census SECC-2011, the main 

sources of livelihood of the people in this district are as follows : 

Source of Livelihood No. of Households  

Cultivation 36519 

(33.55) 

Manual Casual Labour 58674 

(53.91) 

Part-time or Full-Time Domestic Service 2928 
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(2.69) 

Foraging Rag Picking 148 

(0.14) 

Non-agricultural Own Account Enterprise 1463 

(1.34) 

Begging/Charity/ Alms collection 414 

(0.38) 

Others 8701 

(7.99) 

Total Households 108847 

(100.00) 

District Domestic Product – Composition and Trends  

Income is considered to be the most important indicator of economic 

well being. in view of the importance of decentralized planning and micro 

area development, estimation of income at the district level is gaining 

focused attention in recent years. The income of a district is termed as 

District Domestic Product (DDP). DDP estimation has the five broad 

objectives such as a) Measurement of economic development of a district; b) 

Analysis of the sectoral contribution to the district economy; c) Evaluating 

the objectives of planning in the district; d) Improvement of planning at the 

district level and e) Examining income disparity among the districts. 

Any discussion on District Domestic Product presupposes a clear 

understanding of terms like Gross District Domestic Product, Net District 

Domestic Product and Per Capita (DDP). Gross District Domestic Product 

(GDDP) is the money value of the volume of goods and services produced in 

a district within a year, counted without duplication. It is equal to the income 

generated by the production of goods and services within the geographical 

boundary of a district. It can also be defined as the unduplicated value of 

output of all goods and services produced within the boundary of the district 

during the year. Net District Domestic Product (NDDP) is the net value of 

final goods and services produced within the district during one year. GDDP 

minus depreciation i.e. consumption of fixed capital, is equal to NDDP. The 

average income of the people of a district in a particular year is called DDP 

per capita in that year. This concept helps one to know about the standard of 

living of the people of a district.  

In Odisha, the Directorate of Economics and Statistics prepares 

estimates of District Domestic Product of all the districts. According to the 

methodology adopted for estimation, District Domestic Product (DDP) in 

Boudh comes from the contributions of four sources such as, the Primary, 

Secondary, Tertiary and Finance and Services sectors. The Primary Sector 

includes Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Husbandry, Forestry, Fishery, 

Mining and Quarrying. The Secondary Sector consists of Manufacturing 

(both registered and un-registered), Electricity, Gas and Water supply, and 

Construction. Trade, Hotel and Restaurant, Transport and Communication 
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come under the Tertiary sector. In Finance and Services are included 

Banking, Insurance, Real Estate, Community, Social and Personal services. 

A summary picture of the trend of NDDP at constant 2004-05 prices for 

Boudh district for the period 2004-05 to 2011-12 is presented in the following 

table. 

Comparative Trend of Domestic Product and Per Capita Income in 

Boudh District 

Year Boudh Odisha 
NDDP  
(Rs. 

Lakh) 

Rank Per 
Capita 
NDDP 
(Rs.) 

Rank Comparative  
Per Capita 

Income 

NSDP  (Rs. 
Lakh) 

Per 
Capita 
NSDP 
(Rs.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

2004-05 
59643 29 15085 18 -2565 6798702 17650 
(0.88)   (85.00)         

2005-06 
63784 29 15870 18 -2324 7100497 18194 
(0.90)   (87.00)         

2006-07 
69745 29 17071 18 -3123 7984484 20194 
(0.87)   (85.00)         

2007-08 
74616 29 17966 17 -3674 8669191 21640 
(0.86)   (83.00)         

2008-09 
79320 29 18787 18 -4176 9320665 22963 
(0.85)   (82.00)         

2009-10 
85837 29 20000 18 -2846 9395723 22846 
(0.91)   (88.00)         

2010-11 
94673 29 21698 15 -2270 9987972 23968 
(0.92)   (88.00)         

2011-12 
79578 29 17941 25 -6601 10362763 24542 
(0.77)   (73.00)         

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Odisha 

Note: 1- Figures in parentheses at col.2 indicate percentage share in 

NSDP, Odisha      

           2. Figures in parentheses at col.4 indicate NDDP Per capita in Boudh 

as percentage of per capita income, Odisha  

           3. Product / Income figures are at 2004-05 Constant prices 

The table shows an increasing trend of NDDP except for the year 2011-

12 in which it witnessed a dip in district income. In terms of the size of the 

NDDP it held the 29
th
 rank among the districts during 2004-05 to 2011-12. 

NDDP of Boudh constitutes a miserably low less than 1 per cent of NSDP of 

the State, the share being 0.73 % in 2011-12. The per capita income of the 

district also shows an increasing trend except in the year 2011-12 in which 

NDDP witnessed a  dip. It is disheartening to note that the per capita DDP 

continues to remain far below  the state average by large margins 

throughout the 2004-05 -2011-12 period, the gap being the highest at Rs. 

6601 in 2011-12. In terms of comparative per capita income, the district held 

rank 18 during 2004-05 to 2006-07 and 2008-09 to 2009-10, rank 17 in 
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2007-08 which improved to rank 15 in 2010-11 but again fell to rank 25 in 

2011-12. The per capita income in the district has all along been at 82-88 %  

of that  for the state as a whole. In 2011-12, due to fall in NDDP and Per 

Capita DDP, it amounted to just 73 % of the Per Capita income of the State.  

  A comparative picture of trend of per capita income at the district 

and state levels is presented in the following figure. It may be seen from the 

figure that the line representing per capita income for Boudh district is gently 

rising in consonance with that of the state. It lies below the state average all 

through and the gap is the highest in 2011-12. 

 

 

Sectoral composition of NDDP throws light on the relative contributions 

of the four major sectors of the economy to the DDP. A detailed picture is 

given in the following table: 

Sectoral Shares in NDDP/NSDP 

Year 
  

Boudh 

Primary Secondary Tertiary 
Finance &  
Services 

All 

2004-05 50.06 19.43 9.05 21.46 100 
2005-06 49.46 19.74 9.78 21.02 100 
2006-07 46.36 22.55 10.86 20.23 100 
2007-08 43.63 24.98 11.17 20.22 100 
2008-09 41.44 25.1 11.8 21.66 100 
2009-10 40.54 25.41 12.17 21.87 100 
2010-11 41 26.53 11.33 21.14 100 
2011-12 39.79 17.22 16.1 26.89 100 
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Year 

  

ODISHA 

Primary Secondary Tertiary 
Finance &  
Services 

All 

2004-05 32.37 23.31 19.22 25.1 100 
2005-06 32.16 21.27 21.18 25.4 100 
2006-07 30.28 23.12 22.52 24.08 100 
2007-08 28.49 24.89 22.66 23.95 100 
2008-09 27.03 24.05 23.35 25.56 100 
2009-10 28.55 18.45 25.16 27.83 100 
2010-11 26.35 18.61 26.68 28.35 100 
2011-12 24.58 19.32 27.42 28.68 100 

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Odisha 

The table makes interesting reading. The district economy is seen to be 

far more dependent on the primary sector than the state economy. The 

share of the primary sector has declined from 50.06 per cent in 2004-05 to 

39.79 per cent in 2011-12. During this period the primary sector witnessed a 

faster decline at the state level with its share declining from 32.37 per cent to 

24.58 per cent. The tertiary, finance and services sectors together account 

for about 43 per cent of NDDP as against 56 per cent at the state level as in 

2011-12. The comparatively greater dependence of the district on primary 

sector is due to the primacy of agriculture within the broad primary sector. 

This suggests that the district economy is more primary sector dominated 

while the state economy is more dominated by the tertiary and service 

sectors. It is pertinent to note that there has been a greater structural shift 

towards the tertiary and services sector led economy at the state level while 

the structural composition of DDP has experienced very marginal changes 

since 2004-05. 

A detailed picture of the contributions of sub-sectors and broad sectors 

to NDDP / NSDP for 2011-12 is given in the following table: 

Share of Sectors in NDDP and NSDP: 2011-12 

 Sectors / Sub-Sectors  Percentage Share in 

NDDP-Boudh NSDP-Odisha 

A. Primary Sector 39.79 24.58 

 Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 33.23 16.20 

 Forestry  4.95 2.64 

 Fishery 1.53 1.08 

 Mining and Quarrying  0.08 4.66 

B. Secondary Sector  17.22 19.32 

 Manufacturing -Registered 0.11 2.14 

 Manufacturing -Unregistered 5.47 2.32 

 Electricity, Gas and Water Supply 0.67 1.84 

 Construction  10.97 13.02 

C. Tertiary Sector  16.10 27.42 

 Trade, Hotels and Restaurants 9.56 16.80 
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 Railways 0.00 1.15 

 Transport by other means  4.95 7.26 

 Storage  0.02 0.14 

 Communication  1.57 2.08 

D. Finance and Services  26.89 28.68 

 Banking and Insurance 5.87 7.47 

 Real Estate, Ownership of Dwellings, 

Business Services and Legal Services 

5.60 6.18 

 Public Administration  3.50 3.71 

 Other Services 11.93 11.32 

E. All 100.00 100.00 

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Odisha 

It can be seen that within the primary sector, agriculture and animal 

husbandry sub-sectors are predominant while in the secondary sector 

manufacturing and construction are of paramount importance at the district 

level. In case of the tertiary sector, the Trade-Hotels-Restaurants and 

transport sub-sectors and within Finance and Services, banking, insurance 

and real estate are the main stay. This is indicative of the key role of 

agriculture in the district economy. The situation is markedly different for the 

state where tertiary and services sectors are more important.  

Employment and Unemployment Situation 

For a clear understanding of employment and unemployment situation 

in Boudh district we have identified four indicators, such as (a) Work 

Participation Rate and classification of workers, (b) Live register, (c) People 

in self-employment and (d) Unemployment rate. Employment status of 

people is an important indicator of economic development. This is simply 

because employment determines income which in turn determines standard 

of living, work efficiency and economic prosperity. Unemployment, on the 

contrary, is the root cause of poverty and economic backwardness. Any 

discussion on the economy of a region or state, therefore, needs to focus on 

the employment-unemployment situation prevailing in the region. Some 

concepts need to be clarified before we probe deep into the study of 

employment-unemployment scenario in Boudh district. 

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) is the number of persons in the 

labour force per one thousand persons. Worker Participation Rate/ Worker 

Population Ratio/ Workforce Participation Rate (WPR) is the number of 

persons employed per one thousand persons. Unemployment rate (UR) is 

defined as the number of persons unemployed per one thousand persons in 

the labour force-employed +unemployed. 

The analysis of employment-unemployment situation is based on two 

concepts i.e. usual status and current weekly status. The usual status 



162 
 

approach uses a reference period of 365 days i.e. one year preceding the 

date of survey of NSSO for measuring employment-unemployment. It has 

two dimensions- principal and subsidiary status. Usual principal status uses 

the major time criterion and refers to the activity status on which a person 

spent longer part of the year i.e, 183 days and more. Usual Subsidiary status 

refers to the activity which a person could have pursued for a smaller period, 

not less than 30 days, in addition to the usual principal status which he/she 

pursued for a longer part of the year. If these two are added together, usual 

status is obtained. Usual status is obviously a more inclusive measure. 

A person is considered as working or employed according to the 

current weekly status (CWS) if he/she was engaged for at least one hour on 

any day of the week preceding the date of survey. Alternatively, a person is 

considered as unemployed according to this criterion if he/she had not 

worked for even one hour on any day of the previous week. 

The details of workers and non-workers as revealed from the 

provisional results of Census 2011 are given in the following table: To 

facilitate comparison, figures for Odisha have also been given. 

Workers and Non-Workers-2011 
(Per cent) 

Indicators Boudh Odisha 
Total Workers (Main + Marginal) 49.75 41.79 
Male  56.68 56.11 
Female  42.74 27.16 
Main Workers 28.05 25.51 
Male  41.71 41.46 
Female  14.25 9.21 
Marginal Workers  21.70 16.28 
Male  14.98 14.65 
Female  28.49 17.95 
Non-Workers  50.25 58.21 
Male  43.32 43.89 
Female  57.26 42.84 
Category of Workers  100.00 100.00 
Cultivators  29.01 23.40 
Male  39.97 28.36 
Female  14.33 12.92 
Agricultural Labourers 47.70 38.42 
Male  32.91 29.25 
Female  67.51 57.78 
Household Industry Workers  5.32 4.46 
Male  5.17 3.69 
Female  5.52 6.10 
Other Workers  17.97 33.72 
Male  21.95 38.70 
Female  12.65 23.20 

Source: Census-2011 

It may be seen that Boudh district has a higher LFPR (49.75 per cent)  

in comparison to the State as a whole (41.79). The same pattern holds for 

males and females. Main workers have a rate about 28 per cent while 
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marginal workers have a rate of about 22 per cent in the district. At the state 

level main workers have a  lower  higher rate of 25.5 per cent and a still 

lower rate for marginal workers (16.28 percent). Category-wise classification 

of workers in the district indicates that agricultural labourer have the highest 

share (47.70 per cent) followed by cultivators (29 per cent), other workers 

(18 per cent) and household industry workers (5.32 per cent) in that order. 

For the state, the pattern is more or less the same with agricultural labourers 

at the top (38.42 per cent) and household industry workers at the bottom 

(4.46 per cent) but other workers have a higher stake (33.72 per cent) than 

cultivators (23.40 per cent). This is in tune with the composition of income 

which establishes relatively greater dependence on the primary sector at the 

district level than for the state. 

In Odisha, the Directorate of Economics and Statistics has prepared 

district level disaggregated estimates of employment and unemployment for 

the year 2009-10 on the basis of the 66
th
 Round NSS data. Such data are 

presented in the following table: 

Employment-Unemployment situation in Boudh : 2009-10 

Status Indicators Boudh Odisha 

Rural Urban Rural Urban 

Usual 
Status 

Labour Force 
Participation 
Rate(LFPR) 

412 366 398 360 

Worker 
Participation 
Rate(WPR) 

408 349 386 330 

Unemployment 
Rate(UR) 

04 17 12 30 

Current 
Weekly 
Status 

Labour Force 
Participation 
Rate(LFPR) 

370 355 353 352 

Worker 
Participation 
Rate(WPR) 

349 344 330 324 

Unemployment 
Rate(UR) 

21 11 16 28 

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Odisha 

The table shows that labour force participation rate (LFPR) and worker 

population ratio (WPR) are higher for both urban and rural areas in Boudh 

district than for the State. The Unemployment rate which defines the 

difference between LFPR and WPR are also higher in rural Boudh compared 

to rural Odisha. For the urban areas, the rate is higher at the State level than 

for the district. This broadly holds whether we consider the usual status or 

the current weekly status approach to measurement of employment, 

unemployment and unemployment rate. 
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Unemployment situation in the district  

The scope of employment in the district is extremely limited. There is 

no large-scale or medium scale industry either in public or private sector as 

a consequence of which job opportunities are found almost entirely in 

Government offices. The district employment exchange is the main source 

from which information on unemployment can be obtained. The function of 

the District Employment Exchange is guided by the guidelines contained in 

the National Employment Manual prepared by the Directorate General 

Employment and Training Government of India. As per the guidelines, the 

main functions of the District Employment Exchange are : Registration of 

Job Seekers, Submission against requisition of Employers. (Under C.N.V 

Act. 1959.), Collection of Employment Market Information in Form ER-I and 

ER-II, Vocational Guidance and Employment Mission Activities.  

As regards the mode of employment seekers, generally graduates in 

Arts and Science, under-graduates, matriculates and unskilled worker 

registered their names in the Employment Exchange. The following table 

shows the number of registration, placement, submission, Vacancy and 

Employers using in the Exchange for the year 2005  to 2014.    

 

        Indicators 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Registration 876 2479 1168 1374 2763 1903 3746 1829 2589 1606 

Placement 0 1 56 14 0 47 520 0 0 0 

Submission 47 112 90 8 406 16 0 4 90 17 

Vacancy 0 5 4 0 15 4 0 0 1 0 

Employers 

using the 

exchange 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Position of the 

Live Register 

7148 7810 6707 6753 7357 7372 9775 9382 9882 8945 

Employment Market Information 

The District Employment Exchange, Boudh, collects information from 

the employers in the public sector and those employing 25 persons and 

above in the private sector in the prescribed pro forma with a view to collect 

and collate man-power statistics. In 2005, there were 3067 males and 1033 

females employed in public and private establishments. Gradually the 

position has improved and in 2014 there were 3204 males and 1461 

females employed in public and private establishments. The following table 

shows the employment position in the district during the years 2005 to 

2014. 
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Year Male Female Total 

2005 3067 1033 4100 

2006 3065 1043 4108 

2007 3082 1055 4137 

2008 3102 1198 4200 

2009 3102 1198 4200 

2010 3129 1113 4242 

2011 7599 2176 9775 

2012 3231 1467 4698 

2013 4698 1467 3261 

2014 3204 1461 4665 

Vocational Guidance 

The Vocational Guidance Unit is functioning at Boudh. It provides 

information regarding jobs, receives applications from individuals for 

guidance, conducts group discussions, forwards applications to different 

organizations for training and placement. The unit is doing well and is a 

great source of help to the job seekers.  

Job Fair 

Organisation of Job fair in collaboration with District administration has 

been conceptualized in Boudh  as in other districts. Job fair offers an unique 

platform for students and job seekers to showcase their skills and expertise 

to an array of employers in a single venue. Since there is hardly any job in 

the Government sector, avenues for employment for the unemployed youth 

can be created through the active participation of private sector / companies 

in job fair. The outcome of job fair in Boudh district for the years 2013, 2014 

and 2015 is presented in the following table. 

Sl No Year No. of Companies 

participated in the Job 

Fair  

No. of candidate issued offer 

Letters 

. 

01 2012-13 07 405 

02 2013-14 15 236 

03 2014-15 22 305 

 

District Supply and Marketing Society (DSMS) and Rural Livelihoods  

District Supply and Marketing Society, Boudh is the district unit of 

Odisha Rural Development and Marketing Society- an autonomous body 

under Panchayati Raj Department- is functioning in the district since 2007 at 

DRDA, Boudh. Since inception, DSMS is facilitating sustainable livelihoods 

for rural producers, under different poverty alleviation programmes, providing 
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training, capacity building, value addition of rural products, adopting activity 

clusters for faster and inclusive economic development.  

During the year 2012-13 a total of 11 numbers of clusters were 

identified by DSMS. Out which 9 numbers of clusters have been approved 

by District Approval Committee to provide necessary support under NRLM 

during the year 2013-14. In these 9 clusters, 8 numbers of Produces Groups 

were formed during 2013-14. Through the Clusters, DSMS is playing an 

important role in formation of producer groups, providing working capital and 

imparting orientation training to producers for effective production planning, 

productivity enhancement and management and marketing support.   

Pallishree Mela and Exhibition are organize to provide a powerful 

platform to the rural producers and artisans to market their products. 

Corporate tie up has also been established to enhance marketing of 

Agarbati and Arhar dal through the tobacco giant-ITC and Udyan Fresh, 

Bhubaneswar respectively.  

Placement Linked Skill Development Programme 

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY), the 

skill training and placement programme of the Ministry of Rural Development 

(MoRD), aims to focus on rural poor youth on sustainable employment 

through incentives given to post-placement tracking, retention and career 

progression. DDU-GKY is designed to not only provide high quality skill 

training opportunities to the rural youth, but also to establish a larger 

ecosystem that supports trained candidates secure a better future. 

DDU-GKY aims to skill rural youth who are poor and provide them 

placement having regular monthly wages at or above the minimum wages. It 

is one of the clusters of initiatives of the Ministry of Rural Development, 

Government of India that seeks to promote rural livelihoods. It is a part of the 

National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) - the Mission for poverty reduction 

called Aajeevika 

In the district, one PIA (Project Implementing Agency) namely A4E 

India Pvt. Ltd. has established a training centre at Palsagora of Kantamal 

block and functioning since November 2014. A total of three batches training 

have already been completed and fourth batch is continuing. 
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Progress under the programme is given hereunder 

Name of the Block 
Under 
Training 

Trained Total 
Placed out of 
trained 

Boudh 16 12 28 3 

Harabhanga 1 12 13 7 

Kantamal 51 199 250 106 

Total 68 223 291 116 

Wage payment system and minimum wages 

During the feudal rule, there used be two types of forced labour called 

‗bethi‘ and ‗begari‘. They used to work without any wage or compensation for 

the labour. After independence the system of payment of minimum wages 

was introduced through legislation. The concept of minimum wages first 

evolved after independence with reference to remuneration of workers in 

industries where the level of wages was substantially low as compared to 

the wages for similar types of labour. The Annual conference of International 

Labour Organization, at Geneva, adopted a draft convention on minimum 

wages requiring the member countries to create and maintain a machinery 

whereby minimum wage rate can be fixed for workers employed in industries 

in which arrangements exist for the effective regulation of wages and where 

wages are exceptionally low. Also, at the Preparatory Asian Regional Labour 

Conference (ARLC) of International Labour Organization held at New Delhi 

in 1947 and then at the 3
rd

 session of the ARLC, it was approved and 

mandated that every effort should be made to improve wage standard in 

industries and occupations in Asian countries, where they are still low. Thus, 

the need of legislation for fixation of minimum wages in India received an 

impetus after World war- II, on account of the necessity of protecting the 

interest of demobilized personnel seeking employment in industries. To 

provide for a machinery for fixing and revision of minimum wages a draft bill 

was prepared and discussed at the 7
th
 session of the Indian Labour 

Conference in November 1945. Thereupon the minimum wages bill was 

introduced in the Central legislative Assembly. There are four categories of 

workers based on their level of skill classified as un-skilled, semi-skilled, 

skilled and highly skilled.  

Government of Odisha has fixed Rs. 200 as the minimum wage for un-

skilled agricultural workers. The minimum wages fixed for Un-skilled, Semi-

skilled, Skilled and High-Skilled worker categories have been Rs. 200, 

Rs.220, Rs. 240 and Rs. 260 respectively. These rates are not applicable to 
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work under MNREGS. The minimum wage rate for different works as fixed 

by Government of Odisha are given in the following table. 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Employment Categories 

of the 

Employees 

Revised 

Minimum 

rates of 

Wages per 

day 

1 Agriculture   

2 Agarbati and Candle making Worker‘s Establishments. 

3 Automobile servicing, repairing garages and Workshops. 

4 Ayurvedic and Unani Pharmacy 

5 Bakeries and Confectionaries including Biscuitmaking. 

6 Bamboo Forest Establishment 

7 Brass and Bell Metal Industry 

8 Carpet Weaving Industry 

9 Cashew processing establishments 

10 Cement   pipe   making   and   allied   products industry. 

11 Ceramic and Pottery Industry 

12 Chemical Industry 

13 Cinema Industry and Film Production 

14 Clay Pottery 

15 Coir Industry Unskilled Rs. 200/- 

16 Collection of Sal Seeds 

17 Construction or maintenance of Dams, 

Embankments, Irrigation Projects and sinking of wells and 

tanks. 

Semi-Skilled Rs. 220/- 

Skilled Rs. 240/- 

18 Construction or maintenance of roads or in building 

operations. Highly 

Skilled 

Rs. 260/- 

19 Contingent and Casual Employees in Govt. and 

other   establishments,   Courier   and   Cargo 

Services 

  

20 Cotton Ginning and Pressing Industry 

21 Dispensary of Medical Practitioner in any Establishment of 

Medical Consultant or in any Chemical or Pathological 

Laboratory, Private Nursing Homes, Private Medical 

College Hospitals, Super Specialty Hospitals, Clinic, 

Laboratory etc. 

22 Distilleries 
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23 Domestic Workers (shall be calculated as per hours of 

work). 

24 Electricity transmission, generation and distribution 

25 Employment in Non Government Organisation and 

Voluntary Social Organization. 

26 Employment  in laying  of  underground Cables, 

Electric  lines,  Water  supply  lines  and  under 

Cable Operators. 

  

27 Finishing Dying of yarn and fabrics, painting, knitting and 

embroidery. 

28 Fisheries and Sea food Industry 

29 Forest produce such as Genduli gum, Mahuamaking of 

coal and resin. 

30 Foundry   Industry   with   or   without   attached machine 

shop. 

31 Glass Industries 

32 Gold and Silver Ornaments and articles of artistic design. 

33 Graphite Industry including beneficiation 

34 Handloom and Hosiery 

35 Hotels, Eating Houses and Restaurants 

36 Ice Factory and Cold Storage 

37 Jute Industry and Jute Twine Industry 

38 Kendu Leaf Collection 

39 Khadi Village Industries including manufacture of 

Khandasari and other products. 

40 Laundry including dry-washing 

41 Leather Industry 

42 Liquefied Petroleum Gas manufacture and distribution. 

Unskilled Rs. 200/- 

43 Local Authority 

44 Manufacture of brush and brooms Semi-Skilled Rs. 220/- 

45 Manufacture of Coke and Burning Coals 

46 Manufacture of Cold drinks, Soda and other allied 

products. 

Skilled Rs. 240/- 

47 Manufacture of Electrical Bulbs and all allied electrical 

equipments. 

Highly 

Skilled 

Rs. 260/- 

48 Manufacture   of   matches,   fireworks   and explosives.   
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49 Manufacture of nails and pines 

50 Manufacture of paints and varnishes 

51 Manufacture of plastic products including toys 

52 Manufacture of Radio by assembling with parts 

53 Manufacture of ropes 

54 Manufacture of Utensils including Aluminium and 

Hindaliem products. 

55 Metal Industry (except the cottage and village scale units). 

56 Major  or  Minor  Engineering  Industry  including Sponge,  

Secondary Steel,  Rolling  Mills,  Ferro Alloys, Metal 

Industries (employment less than50 persons). 

57 Motor body building 

58 Non-teaching  staff  of  all  private  Educational Iinstitutions 

including Industrial Training Institute and Training Institute 

Coaching Centre. 

59 Oil Mill 

60 Paper and Cardboard Industry 

61 Petrol and Diesel Oil pumps 

62 Pharmaceutical Industry 

63 Power loom Industry 

64 Printing Press, Desktop Publication Centre andOffset 

Printing Press 

  

65 Private Road Transport 

66 Private Security Agencies and Private Security Services. 

67 Public Health Engineering 

68 Public Motor Transport 

69 ReadymadeGarmentsIndustriesincludingMechanized   

Trade   of   Readymade   GarmentIndustry. 

70 Refractory Industry 

71 Regulatedmarkets, Marketing Societies,Co-operative 

Societies and Banks. 

72 Rice Mill, Flour Mill or Dal Mill, Chuda Mill andMasala Mill. 

Unskilled Rs. 200/- 

73 Rubber and Rubber Products Industry 

74 Salt Pans Semi-Skilled Rs. 220/- 

75 Saw Mills Skilled Rs. 240/- 

76 Shops,Commercial 

Establishments,Saloon,BeautyParlour,Spa, Massaging 

Highly 

Skilled 

Rs. 260/- 
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Centre,XeroxShop,SubscriberTrunkDialing 

Booth,TentHouse,NewspaperHawkers and 

NewspaperEstablishments. 

  

77 Siali leaf pluckers and Sal leaf pluckers 

78 Soap and Detergent Manufactory 

79 Social Forestry 

80 Spinning Mills 

81 Stone breaking or Stone crushing 

82 Tamarind collection 

83 Tile and Brick Making 

84 Timber Trading (excluding felling and sawing) 

85 Timber Trading (including felling and sawing) 

86 Tobacco (including Bidi making) Manufactory 

87 Trunks, Suitcase and Bucket Manufactory 

88 Wood works and Furniture Making Industries. 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) 

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 

(MGNREGA) was notified on September 7, 2005. The mandate of the Act is 

to provide at least 100 days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial 

year to every rural household whose adult members volunteer to do 

unskilled manual work. The broad objectives of the Act are : i) Social 

protection for the most vulnerable people living in rural India by providing 

employment opportunities,  ii) Livelihood security for the poor through 

creation of durable assets, improved water security, soil conservation and 

higher land productivity,  iii) Drought-proofing and flood management in rural 

India, iv) Empowerment of the socially disadvantaged, especially women, 

Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Schedules Tribes (STs), through the 

processes of a rights-based legislation,  v) Strengthening decentralized, 

participatory planning through convergence of various anti-poverty. 

Capacity building and technical support of State/District/Block level 

rural development functionaries/ agencies and Panchayat Raj Institutions 

(PRIs) officials and awareness generation of potential and existing workers 

forms the most strategic aspect in effectively implementing the scheme. The 

focus of the Scheme is on the following works and the order of priority is 

determined by each Gram Panchayat (GP in meetings of the Gram Sabha 

(GS) and the Ward Sabha. The works included in the scheme are: i) water 

conservation and water harvesting including contour trenches, contour 

bunds, boulder checks, gabion structures, underground dykes, earthen 
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dams, stop dams and springshed development; ii) drought proofing including 

afforestation and tree plantation; iii) irrigation canals including micro and 

minor irrigation works; iv) provision of irrigation facility, dug out farm pond, 

horticulture, plantation, farm bunding and land development on land owned 

by households specified in paragraph 1C of Schedule I; v) renovation of 

traditional water bodies including desilting of tanks; vi) land development; vii) 

flood control and protection works including drainage in water logged areas 

including deepening and repairing of flood channels, chaur renovation, 

construction of storm water drains for coastal protection; viii) rural 

connectivity to provide all weather access, including culverts and roads 

within a village, wherever necessary; ix) construction of Bharat Nirman Rajiv 

Gandhi Sewa Kendra as Knowledge Resource Centre at the Block level and 

as Gram Panchayat Bhawan at the Gram Panchayat level; x) agriculture 

related works, such as, NADEP composting, vermi-composting, liquid bio-

manures; xi) livestock related works, such as, poultry shelter, goat shelter, 

construction of pucca floor, urine tank and fodder trough for cattle shed, 

azolla as cattle-feed supplement; xii) fisheries related works, such as, 

fisheries in seasonal water bodies on public land; xiii) works in coastal areas, 

such as, fish drying yards, belt vegetation; xiv) rural drinking water related 

works, such as, soak pits, recharge pits; xv) rural sanitation related works, 

such as, individual household latrines, school toilet units, anganwadi toilets, 

solid and liquid waste management; xva) construction of anganwadi centres;  

xvb) construction of playfields xvi) any other work which may be notified by 

the Central Government in consultation with the State Government. 

Every person working under the Scheme is entitled to wages at the 

wage rate notified by the Central Government. State Governments and 

programme authorities shall make all efforts to publicize the notified wage 

rates in simple language and through means that are easily accessible to the 

local community. Notified wage rates shall also be displayed prominently at 

the worksites. The Act also provides that equal wages shall be paid to both 

men and women workers, and the provisions of the Equal Remuneration 

Act, 1976 shall be complied with. The payment of wages has been made 

through bank and post offices through e-FMS mode by direct transfer of 

wage unskilled workers account. The prevailing MGNREGA wage rate is Rs. 

174 per day.  

Concurrent monitoring plays an important and crucial role in effectively 

deploying resources towards meeting the objectives of MGNREGA. An 

innovative feature of the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA is that it has 

institutionalized ‗Social Audit‘ asa means of continuous public vigilance 

(Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, Section 17). Social Audit has the following 

dimensions: 
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i)  As a continuous and ongoing process, involving public vigilance and 

verification of quantity and quality of works at different stages of 

implementation; and 

ii)  A process is to be conducted in every Gram Panchayat (GP) at least 

once in six months, involving a mandatory review of all aspects. 

Food Security and Public Distribution System  

Providing food security to vulnerable people and maintaining food chain 

in hunger prone areas is one of the prime responsibilities of the Government. 

Access to food is an inalienable human right. Public Distribution System 

(PDS) aims at ensuring access to essential commodities to the people 

through Fair Price Shops (FPS) as door-step delivery maintaining 

transparency in the system of distribution. 

To check the diversion and black marketing of P.D.S. Commodities and 

to ensure its smooth distribution among all genuine consumers of Boudh 

district, 1 (one) Enforcement Squad have been formed headed by an 

Executive Magistrate. The Executive Magistrate  of  the Enforcement Squad 

have been instructed to  check all  Retail Centers of P.D.S. Commodities to 

avoid the   Black Marketing  (if any) vehicles to check for use of Kerosene as 

Fuel by symphonic channel. Hotel and Dhabas to check the use of Domestic 

L.P.G. Cylinders throughout the district and submission of action taken 

report there on to the District Office for perusal and review by the Collector, 

Boudh. 

Rice @ Rs. 1/- per kg is being distributed through 63 Grampanchayats 

in rural areas and 6 nos. of private retailers in Boudhgarh NAC. Total 57361 

BPL, 17114 AAY, 8997 PLO and 1291 nos. of persons having 75% and 

above disability have been covered under the scheme. The rice under the 

scheme is distributed on the fixed distribution days i.e. on 5
, 
6, 7 and 20, 21, 

22 each month. In addition to this, inmates of 9 nos. of hostels run by the 

ST/SC department are also provided with rice @ Rs. 1/- per kg. The 

Block/ULB wise card position and monthly allotment of PDS commodities is 

given in the following table. PLO rice distributed to the beneficiaries upto 

October‘2015.  

The monthly allotment of 1434.025 MT BPL rice for 57361 cards @ 25 

Kg per card, 598.990 MT AAY rice for 17114 card holders @ 35Kg per Card, 

6.500 MT Annapurna rice for 650 beneficiaries @ 10 Kg per card on free of 

cost, 224.925 MT PLO rice for 8997 card holders @ 25 Kg per card, 12.910 

MT RDP ( Rice for disability person) rice for 1291 card holder @ 10 Kg per 

card and 242.450 Mt wheat for 24245 APL card holders @ 10 Kg per card 

has been distributed to the beneficiaries in this district.  
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The system of direct delivery of Kerosene Oil started in Boudh district 

w.e.f 01.07.2013.   Two wholesalers distributed K.Oil to 203 Nos. of retailers 

directly from their respective Block HQ depots and the scheme is running 

smoothly till date. 384 KL Kerosene has been allotted to this district and the 

same distributed to the beneficiaries @ 3.750 Ltr per card.  

National Food Security Act, 2013 

In order to provide food & nutrition security to eligible poor families 

Govt. of India has enacted the National Food Security Act in the year 2013. 

This act came into force from the date of its notification in the Gazette i.e., 

on 5
th
 July‘ 2013 and extends to all over India. 

As per Chapter IV of the Act, identification of PDS beneficiaries to be 

covered under the National Food Security Act‘ 2013 is the responsibility of 

the State Govt. Govt. of India has not specified any criteria for identification 

of households eligible for PDS entitlements. It is the State Government to 

decide a suitable methodology for selection of eligible household.  

Accordingly, Govt. of Odisha vide Notification No.11642 dt.17.7.2014 has 

notified Eight Exclusion Criteria and Five Auto Inclusion Criteria for 

identification of Priority Households (PHH) and Antyodaya Anna Yojana 

Households (AAY) to be covered under Targeted Public Distribution System 

(TPDS) under the Act.  

Digitization of Application Forms & Distribution of Acknowledgement 

Slips 

As per the timeline fixed, registration and receipt of applications forms 

started from 28
th
 January‘ 2016 in Boudh Block & Boudhgarh NAC and 

ended on 11
th
 March‘ 2016 at Harabhanga Block. All the applications forms 

received were digitized at CDC by 15
th
 June‘ 2015. Further, left-out 

households were allowed to submit their application forms from 15
th
 July‘ 

2015 to 14
th
 August‘ 2016. Block & NAC wise number of application forms 

received and population covered is given the following table. 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the 

Block/ULB 

No. of 

RCs 

opened 

Total 

Application 

Forms 

received 

Total 

Application 

Forms 

digitized in 

the CDC 

Total 

population 

covered as 

per 

digitization 

Total 

population 

as per 2011 

Census 

% of 

coverage 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Boudh Block 21 39314 39314 143228 145519 98.42 

2 Boudhgarh NAC 05 4476 4476 16047 20424 78.56 

3 Kantamal Block 24 42213 42213 149456 148385 100.72 

4 Harabhanga 

Block 

18 33959 33959 117846 126834 92.91 

 Total 63 119962 119962 426577 441162 96.78 
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After completion of digitization of application forms, acknowledgement 

slips for each application form were printed and distributed to the applicants.  

Post Digitization work 

After completion of digitization of application forms, the database of 

NFSA was compared with integrated database.  Suspect Lists and Draft 

Priority Lists were generated, Registration Centre wise. Draft priority List 

was published and objections invited from the public. Field enquiry of the 

Suspect Lists was done by the Extension Officers. Meetings of Gram Sabha 

& Ward Sabha were conducted and the DPL was approved after 

scrutinization. Desk Review Team reviewed the DPL at Block level to identify 

ineligible household included in the DPL. As per the Final Priority List, 

printing and lamination of Ration Cards with Bar-Code was done by the 

Vendors and supplied to the Districts by 30
th
 September‘ 2016.  

Beneficiary Type & Monthly Entitlement 

Under the National Food Security Act‘ 2013 there are two types of 

beneficiaries – one Priority Household (PHH) and another is Antyodaya 

Anna Yojana Household (AAY). The Priority Household is entitled to get 5 

(Five) kg food grain per head per month (either Rice or Wheat or 

combination of both). The Antyodaya Anna Yojana Household is entitled to 

receive 35 kg rice per month. The above beneficiaries will get the food grain 

(Rice & Wheat) at the subsidized rate of @ Rs. Rs.1 /- (One) per kg. 

Ration Card Management System (RCMS) 

Inclusion and exclusion of beneficiaries under NFSA is a continuing 

process. Household found ineligible will be excluded from the data base and 

left-out eligible household will be included in the data base from time to time 

within the fixed ceiling. For this purpose, one Ration Card Management 

System (RCMS) Centre is expected to start functioning in each Block from 

16
th
 November‘ 2016.  

Availability of NFSA Data base in the Public Domain 

The entire application data base under NFSA is available in the public 

domain in the Food Odisha Portal under the link www. pdsodisha.gov.in. 

Stake holders can access the status of their application, list of beneficiaries 

FPS wise from the link. The FPS Dealers can download the monthly sale 

register from the system. 

Paddy Procurement 

The main objective of paddy procurement is to ensure Minimum 

Support Price (MSP) declared by the Government in the Kharif Marketing 

Season (KMS) and to facilitate to farmers to sale their surplus paddy in the 

nearest PACS / Market Yards of the RMC. For stream line and transparency, 
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farmers are to intent to sale their surplus paddy those who have registered 

their name through online in www.foododisha.in indicating the detailed land 

particular under paddy cultivation and Bank details. Farmer‘s registration 

would be the only process to identify the genuine farmers.  

Paddy Procurement Automation System (P-PAS) was implemented in 

2 Blocks i.e Kantamal and Boudh in Boudh district during the  KMS 2014-15 

and it is decided to all 3 Block during the KMS 2015-16. In this system all the 

transactions of procurement operation will be done with the help of web 

based application enabling direct transfer of MSP to the farmers account 

directly  atmandis within 3 to 7 days.  

As per Food and Procurement Policy of the Government in Food 

Supplies and Consumer Welfare Department, Odisha, procurement of paddy 

is being done in this district successfully since 2004-05.  

The details of rate of Common Paddy and Grade ―A‖ per quintal are 

given below: 

Year (KMS) Rate of Common Paddy 

(Rs. Per Quintal) 

Rate of Grade ―A‖ Paddy ( 

Rs. Per Quintal) 

2003-04 550.00 580.00 

2004-05 560.00 590.00 

2005-06 570.00 600.00 

2006-07 580.00 610.00 

2007-08 (upto 23.06.2008) 645.00+ Rs. 100.00 Bonus 675.00+ Rs. 100.00 Bonus 

2007-08 (wef 24.06.2008) 850.00 880.00 

2008-09 850.00 + Rs. 50.00 Bonus 880.00 + Rs. 50.00 Bonus 

2009-10 950.00 + Rs. 50.00 Bonus 980.00 + Rs. 50.00 Bonus 

2010-11 1000.00 1030.00 

2011-12 1080.00 1110.00 

2012-13 1250.00 1280.00 

2013-14 1310.00 1345.00 

2014-15 1360.00 1400.00 

2015-16 1410.00 1450.00 

 

 The following quantity of paddy procured in this district through 

different Millers Levy Account and State Agencies as follows: 
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Levy Account of Millers Fig in MT 

 Target Paddy required to 

achieve the target 

Paddy 

procured 

% of paddy 

purchased 

2004-05 8000.00 15687.20 15819.670 100.84 

2005-06 6000.00 11765.40 12004.380 102.03 

2006-07 3000.00 5882.70 5048.100 85.81 

2007-08 2500.00 4902.25 5018.100 102.36 

2008-09 4000.00 7843.60 7880.432 100.47 

2009-10 3000.00 5882.70 5037.746 85.64 

2010-11 3000.00 5882.70 2926.940 49.76 

2011-12 1500.00 2941.35 2587.119 87.96 

2012-13 1500.00 2941.35 2943.723 100.08 

2013-14 1500.00 2941.35 2044.099 69.50 

 

Paddy procured through different  State Agencies    
Fig in MT 

Year Target Paddy required to 
achieve the target 

Paddy procured % of paddy 
purchased 

2004-05 1612 2406.07 1827.690 75.96 

2005-06 2000 2985.20 3997.550 133.91 

2006-07 14760 22030.78 20598.780 93.50 

2007-08 19750 29478.85 22334.979 75.77 

2008-09 26400 38823.84 32822.311 84.54 

2009-10 43200 63529.92 52555.736 82.73 

2010-11 25000 36765.00 19116.399 52.00 

2011-12 24000 35294.40 28461.593 80.64 

2012-13 47000 69118.20 63804.124 92.31 

2013-14 45000 66177.00 65321.683 98.71 

2014-15 49760 73175.00 65734.445 86.83 

Procurement of paddy for the KMS-2014-15 has been started from 

27.11.2014 by opening 42 Nos. of Paddy Purchase Centers (PPC) through 

PACS for OSCSC and the other 2 State Agencies namely MARKFED and 

NACOF also procured paddy in this district. A target to the tune of 49,760 

MT in terms of rice (73175 MT of Paddy) has been allotted to the district for 

procurement against which 65734.445 MT paddy has been purchased 

during the KMS 2014-15 by engaging 10 Nos. of millers. The details of 

target, achievement for the KMS 2014-15 are given below: 

Procurement 2014-15 

State Agency No. of farmers Kharif Rabi Total 

OSCSC 8523 54,818.032 2585.052 57,403.084 

MARKFED 195 4,315.104 - 4315.104 

NACOF 170 4,016.257 - 4016.257 

TOTAL 8888 63,149.393 2,585.052 65,734.445 
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Sl.No Name of the 

Agency 

Target of 

rice allotted 

Required Qty of 

paddy to be 

purchased 

Paddy 

purchased 

% 

1 OSCSC  ( Kharif) 39,000 57,353 54,818.032 95.57 

 (Rabi) 1,760 2,587 2,585.052 99.92 

 Total 40,760 59,940 57,403.084 95.76 

2 MARKFED 4,000 5,882 4315.104 73.36 

3 NACOF 5,000 7,353, 4016.257 54.62 

 G. TOTAL 49,760 73,175 65,734.445 86.83 

 

Sl.No Name of the 

Agency 

Target of 

rice allotted 

Required Qty of 

paddy to be 

purchased 

Paddy 

purchased 

% 

1 OSCSC  ( Kharif) 39,000 57,353 54,818.032 95.57 

 (Rabi) 1,760 2,587 2,585.052 99.92 

 Total 40,760 59,940 57,403.084 95.76 

2 MARKFED 4,000 5,882 4315.104 73.36 

3 NACOF 5,000 7,353, 4016.257 54.62 

 G. TOTAL 49,760 73,175 65,734.445 86.83 
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CHAPTER-IX 

GENERAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

The relationship between the ex-state of Boudh and the Government of 

British India was regulated by sanads granted to the ruling chief from time to 

time. In 1875, a sanad was granted to the then Chief of Boudh recognizing 

the hereditary title of Raja. In 1894, by the grant of another sanad, the tribute 

payable by the ex-state was fixed in perpetuity. 

The state was administered by the Chief assisted by a Diwan. The 

Chief exercised the powers of a Magistrate of the First Class and was bound 

to pay Nazarana to the Government on succession. The ex-state of Boudh 

merged with the Province of Orissa on the January 1, 1948 and constituted a 

subdivision of the erstwhile district of Boudh-Kandhamal, renamed as 

Phulbani .The district of Boudh was formally inaugurated  on January 2, 

1994 with only one subdivision, namely, Boudh  the then Chief-Minister Biju 

Patnaik.  

General administration of a district mainly vests with the Collector and 

District Magistrate. In the new set up, the Collector and the District 

Magistrate is in overall charge of the general, revenue and development 

administration of the district. He is assisted by Additional District Magistrate 

and a team of other district level officers. He occupies a pivotal position in 

the district administration. He is the guardian of law and order, and promoter 

and adviser of the social welfare institutions. He also supplies adequate 

technical support and facilities to district level officers. Being the coordinating 

and guiding functionary at the district level, he co-ordinates and guides the 

activities of different departmental officers in the district for the smooth and 

efficient implementation of different programmes of the Government. He is 

the Chairman of the District Development Committee of which the officers of 

different departments of the Government posted in the district are members. 

As the Chairman of the District Development Advisory Board, he advises the 

Government of the programmes to be implemented for the overall 

development of the district. 

The primary function of the Collector, as indicated by his very 

designation, is to collect land revenue and other dues of the Government. 

Generally, Government dues of other departments are also collected by him 

by virtue of his powers as the Certificate Officer of the district under the 

State Public Demand Recovery Act 1962 and the Central Revenue 

Recovery Act. Being the Chief Revenue Officer of the district, he is 

responsible for the management of Government land and estates and for the 

maintenance of Land Records. He, as the District Magistrate-, is also 

responsible for the maintenance of law and order in the district. Besides, a 

lot of other miscellaneous business relating to almost every sphere of 
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administration keeps him constantly preoccupied. Immediately after 

Independence and during the first two Plan periods (1951— 61), he was 

responsible for almost all developmental works implemented in the district. 

The 'Captain' of the development team, as he called, he had to co-ordinate 

and supervise all development and welfare works in the district. But with the 

introduction of the Zilla Parishad Act, 1960, the role of the Collector changed 

to supervision and guidance as the guardian of Government interests.  Zilla 

Parishads were abolished with effect from the 1st April, 1967, and a District 

Advisory Council was constituted which was called the District Advisory 

Council or the Zilla Paramarsadata Samiti. Since 4th November 1970, a new 

set up called District Development Advisory Board has replaced the Council. 

The Collector is assisted by officers of various departments like  

Superintendent of Excise,  Civil Supplies Officer, District Information and 

Public Relations Officer,  District Panchayat Officer, District Welfare Officer, 

District Social Welfare Officer, District Small Savings Officer, District Sports 

Officer, District Tourist Officer and District Culture Officer, etc. Collectorate 

Office works like a mini secretariat with the following sections: 

1. Revenue 

2. Touzi 

3. General and Miscellaneous 

4. Judicial 

5. Establishment 

6. Welfare 

7. Emergency 

8. Land Acquisition 

9. Compensation 

10. Development 

11. Election 

12. Nizarat 

13. Land Records and Records Room 

14. Mining 

15. Public Relations 

16. Civil Supplies 

17. Panchayat 

18. Excise 

19. Library 
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20. Regional Transport Authority 

21. Social Welfare 

22. Sports 

23. Small Savings 

24. Culture 

25. Tourist 

Offices of the State Government at the District Level are: 

1. District Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Officer, Boudh 

2. District Statistical Officer, Boudh 

3. District Labour Officer, Boudh 

4. District Agriculture Officer, Boudh 

5. District Industries Officer, Boudh 

6. District Inspector of Schools, Boudh,  

7. District Employment Officer, Boudh 

8. District Treasury Officer, Boudh 

9. Divisional Forest Officer, Boudh,  

10. Divisional Forest Officer (Kendu Leaf), Boudh,  

11. Deputy Director, Agriculture, Boudh 

12. Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Boudh 

13. Executive Engineer, SOUTHCO, Boudh 

14. Executive Engineer (Roads and Buildings), P. W. D..Boudh 

15. Executive Engineer, Rural Engineering Organisation, Boudh 

16. Executive Engineer, Irrigation, Boudh 

17. Chief District Medical Officer, Boudh 

18. Circle Inspector of Schools, Boudh 

19. Superintendent of Police, Boudh 

20. Principal, BoudhPanchayat College, Boudh 

21. Assistant Engineer, RWSS, Boudh 

22. Assistant Engineer, Lift Irrigation, Boudh 

23. Assistant Engineer, National Highways and Projects, Boudh 

24. Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation, Boudh 

25. Asst. Director of Fisheries, Boudh 

26. Soil Conservation Officer, Boudh 
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27. District Small Savings Officer, Boudh 

Office of the Central Government functioning in the district are: 

1. Superintendent of Post Offices and Telegraphs, Boudh 

2. B.S.N.L. 

3- National Informatics Centre 

4- Kendriya Vidyalaya 

5- Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya 

The Collector of Boudh district is under the Revenue Divisional 

Commissioner, Southern Division, with headquarters at Berhampur. In 

revenue matters, the Collector is under the control of the Revenue Divisional 

Commissioner who has powers to revise some of his orders, to supervise his 

work and to give him general direction. Above the Revenue Divisional 

Commissioner is the Member, Board of Revenue, who is responsible for the 

efficient running of revenue administration throughout the State. Collector is 

responsible for the collection of Government dues and for the maintenance 

of Government properties. 

General Administration 

After the separation of judiciary from the executive, the District 

Magistrate no longer tries criminal cases. Separate Judicial Magistrates 

have been posted to the district and they are functioning under the 

supervision of the District and Sessions Judge with headquarters at 

Berhampur. Sub divisional Judicial Magistrates of the subdivisions also 

function as Munsifs for their respective areas. Besides, three Executive 

Magistrates for these subdivisions have been appointed as Special 

Magistrates to act in the absence of the Sub divisional Judicial Magistrates. 

They, however, do not try cases. They remain in charge of the routine 

business and dispose of urgent criminal matters. They also maintain law and 

order. Besides, they are also required to record confessional statements and 

hold T. I. parades and record dying declarations according to law. The Sub 

divisional Officers and the Sub-divisional Magistrates, however, have been 

vested with powers to try offences under the Orissa Money Lenders Act and 

the Bonded Labour (Abolition) Act, 1976. 

Revenue Administration 

Like other ex-state areas of the Odisha, Boudh was once a feudatory 

state. Raja Narayan De was the last ruler of the Boudh state. On 1 January 

1948, the state merged with the Province of Orissa. The present district of 

Boudh is constituted of the ex-state of Boudh, 66 villages of the ex-zamindari 

of Panehara of Sonepur state.   Since then Boudh was a sub-division of the 

newly created district of Boudh-Kondhamals. But it was raised to the status 
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of a district since 2 January 1994. The people of Boudh consider themselves 

as part of Kosal (West-Orissa). The area of the district is 3,098.00 sq. km.. 

The plains of the Boudh district lie between the mountains of Khondmal 

district and the river Mahanadi and its tributary, the Tel. It is a long strip of 

level country running parallel with the rivers. 

The present district of Boudh was surveyed at different times under 

different settlements. The settlement of Boudh Nazul as well as Manamunda 

Nazul was completed in 1932-33. The last settlement in this ex-state started 

in 1937-38 and final publication of the entire area excluding the 66 villages of 

Panchara ex-zamindari was completed in 1949-50. The 66 villages of 

Panchara ex-zamindari which form a part of Manamunda police station was 

previously under Sonepur feudatory state. These 66 villages were finally 

published in 1963 along with the Sonepur subdivision of the Balangir district. 

During the last settlement of Boudh, 2 villages, viz., Paljhar and Samapaju 

were not surveyed. The settlement of Boudh and Manamunda Nazuls was 

completed in 1932-33. 

The Sarbarakars were collecting land revenue and were responsible for 

the revenue of the whole village before 1937-38. They were getting a 

remuneration of 15 per cent of the land revenue and also enjoyed 

Bhogralands which were, however, rent paying. Rent was deducted from the 

remuneration allowed to them for revenue collection. The Sarbarakars had 

no occupancy right in the Bhogra land. The Bhogra lands were neither 

heritable nor transferable nor divisible although ordinarily passed from father 

to son. These lands were purely Chakran Jagirs. In 1907 Settlement, a 

protected status was granted to those Gountias who had been 20 years or 

more in possession of their villages or who were the actual reclaimers of the 

villages. The Durbar authorities had reserved the right of approving a new 

Sarbarakar on the death of the old one. Certificate proceedings had to be 

taken up against a Sarbarakar for the realisation of the unrealized revenue 

of the village. As the Sarbarakars found great difficulty in paying the village 

revenue, this responsibility was taken away from them in 1937-38 and 

twelve Revenue Inspectors were appointed for the collection of land 

revenue. Thereafter the Sarbarakars were allowed only 5 per cent of the 

land revenue and the Bhogra land to discharge other duties assigned to 

them. 

In the "Completion Report of Survey and Settlement of the Boudh 

feudatory State (1950)" the area of the subdivision of Boudh has been 

mentioned as 1264 sq. miles (3273.63 sq.km.) of which 381 sq. miles 

(986.75 9.1. km.) are reserved forests and 202 sq. miles (523.15 sq. km..) 

are protected forest::. The rest 681 sq. miles (1763.63 sq. kin.) are cultivated 

and uncultivated lands of which the survey and settlement had been made. 

During this settlement the area under cultivation was 1,94,936 acres 57 
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decimals. and assesFable rent was fixed at Rs. 2,21,452-14-3 (or Rs. 

2,21,452'89) as against Rs. 3,17,659-2-3 (or Rs. 3,17,659.14) fixed during 

the settlement of 1924-30. 

As mentioned earlier, Panchara was a zamindari under the Sonepur 

ex-state. This ex-zamindari originally consisted of 5 independent Muthas or 

divisions, each under a headman called 'Malik'. The ruler Prithwi Singh of 

Sonepur made the 'Malik' of the eldest branch a zamindar to represent other 

'Maas'. Other 'Maas' were required to pay their dues through him. This 

estate along with other zamindaris of the ex-state was created with the 

object of getting faithful military service. 

This zamindari along with other parts of the Sonepur ex-state was 

brought under survey and settlement at different times. The first settlement 

was started in 1893. In this settlement an attempt was made to measure 

land by a rod of 20 links in length. Cultivable lands were only calculated 

roughly. No map was prepared. Raiyatwari parcha sshowing the extent of 

land in each khunti and jama thereof, and assessment register showing the 

dues of the raiyats and Gountias were prepared for the first time. This 

continued up to 1907. The next regular settlement started in 1908 and was 

completed in 1917. For the first time maps were prepared in this settlement. 

The village boundaries were traversed by taking measurement and were 

plotted in square sheets. This settlement brought certain reforms in the 

settlement procedure and records. The third was a revisional settlement 

which started in 1924 and continued up to 1927. In this settlement no fresh 

map was prepared or reforms made. The last settlement of this area started 

in 1954 and was completed in 1969. In this settlement the number of villages 

of the ex-estate was increased to 66. The rent settled was Rs. 13,752'80. 

The area of this ex-Zamindariwas 37'06 sq. miles (96.61 sq. km..) which 

included 7.69 sq. miles (19.84 sq. km..) of reserved forest. 

Gountias were the village heads. They were appointed by the 

Zamindar. But such appointments were formally approved by the ruler who 

charged Nazarana from the new Gountia. Gountias were allowed to collect 

rent from the tenants and were also held responsible for the general 

management of the village. For the service rendered by them, they enjoyed 

Bhogra land. They had the authority to allot house-sites to needy tenants. 

They were held responsible for the payment of rent to the Zamindar. The 

holdings of the protected Gountias were heritable but impartible. 

The tenures of occupancy raiyats were heritable. Permission was 

required in case of transfer. If the holding was kept fallow for two years and 

rents and other dues were not paid it was deemed to have been 

surrendered. Gountia was entitled to lease out that holding to a fresh tenant. 

The occupancy tenant could grant lease of his entire holding for two years ; 
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and for part thereof, for 5 years. He could be ejected for non-payment of rent 

by way of a suit. Partition among more than one successor was subject to 

the permission from the authorities. 

A detailed account of the settlements, tenure system, system of 

assessment of the Sonepur ex-state of which the Panchara zamindari 

formed a part, finds place in the Balangir District Gazetteer (1968). 

Survey and Settlement Act, 1958 (Orissa Act-3 of 1959) which was 

enacted to consolidate and amend the laws relating to survey, record of 

rights and settlement operation in the State of Orissa(Odisha) has been 

enforced in this district. Last settlement operation was completed   during the 

year 1988.   

Sub-Division  

As mentioned earlier, the district has one subdivision, namely, Boudh. 

The subdivision is in charge of a Sub-Collector. He is mainly responsible for 

the general and revenue administration and for the maintenance of law and 

order in his area. The Executive Magistrate posted under him is entrusted 

with the disposal of criminal cases under the preventive sections of the Code 

of Criminal Procedure and maintenance of law and order. Trial of criminal 

cases is left to the Judicial Magistrate of the subdivision. 

The Sub-Collector has general control over the sub divisional staff of all 

other departments as well as of Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats in 

his subdivision. He is directly responsible for the smooth implementation of 

the programmes of the Panchayat Samitis. As Chief Revenue Officer of the 

subdivision, he is responsible for proper administration of the Tehsils. He 

has also powers of control and supervision over police administration. The 

Sub divisional Officer also acts as the Estate Officer for all Government 

properties. Besides, Sub divisional Officers are also notified as Sub 

divisional Magistrates under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 

Prior to formation of Boudh district, this Sub divisional Office has 

sections like (1) General and Miscellaneous, (2) Development, (3) Revenue, 

(4) Establishment, (5) Nizarat, (5) Records Room, (7) Election, (8) Judicial, 

(9) Welfare, (10) Gram Panchayat, (11) Civil Supplies, (12) Public Relations, 

etc. These sections are managed by gazetted officers subject to the overall 

control of the Sub divisional Officer. But the Sub-Divisional office has been 

merged with District Office in the separation of Boudh  from the mother 

district of Boudh-Kandhamal vide Revenue & Excise Department order No. 

33650 dated 09.07.1998. 

Tahasils 

The district is divided into 3 Tehsils namely Boudh, Kantamal, 

Harabhanga (at Charichhak), each in charge of a Tahsildar. The Tahsildars 
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are assisted by Additional Tahsildars. A Tehsil is further divided into some 

Revenue Inspector Circles which are the lowest land revenue units for the 

collection of land revenue and are in charge of Revenue Inspectors. There 

are 22 Revenue Inspector Circles in the district. Functions of Tahasil and R.I 

Circle in brief are explained as follows:  

Boudh Tehsil 

Boudh Tehsi is the oldest Tehsil of Boudh District started functioning 

with effect from 01.09.1963, after its separation from Sub-Divisional Office, 

Boudh.  The office is functioning in its own building  since 07.08.1986. This 

Tehsil has spread over an area of 675.78 square kms taking the limits of 

Boudh Panchayat Samities and Boudhgarh NAC.There are 10 Revenue 

Inspector‘s circles in the Tehsil. This Tehsil consists of 420 Revenue villages 

including 16 Un-inhabitated villages. As per 2011 Census, the total 

population of this Tehsil is 1, 65,943 out of which 83,561 are male and 

82,382 are female.  The details are as follows : 

Climatic Condition 

The climatic condition of the Tehsil  is sub-tropical being hot and dry in 

summer and cold and dry in winter. The rainy season is hot and humid 

Irrigation 

There is no major Irrigation Project in this Tehsil.  There is one Medium 

Irrigation Project on River Salunki and 22 Minor Irrigation   Project   are in 

this Tehsil with its canal system. The certified area of Salunki Irrigation 

Project is   Ac. 49,924.71 out of which an area of Ac.46,228.53  has  been 

assessed.  Total Certified area of Minor Irrigation Projects are Ac. 18,536.09 

out of which an area of Ac. 11,943.56 has been assessed.   

Sairat Sources 

There were 424 Sairat sources  in this Tehsil out of which 386 Sairat 

sources  have been transferred to  G.P.,s/ M.I.Ps and 3 nos .of sources  

have been  exempted due  to non fetching  of income  leaving a balance of 

16  sources for  settlement.  Out of the rest 16 Primary Sairat sources 12 

sources has been settl3d for the year 2004-05.  During the current financial 

year 2005-06 one source of  Mahanadi Sand bed has been  settled at Rs. 

1,26,000/-.  

Land Records 

Total demand of Boudh Tehsil is 1,86,78,377.16 during the year 2015-

16.  There are 52232 Primary Holdings with an area  of Ac.1,69,268.00. To 

remove the problems inherent in manual system of maintenance and 

updating of Land Records, RORs of all 420 villages has already been 

computerised to facilitate the General public in getting Pattas, certified 
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copies of their R.O.Rs instantly. Rush in the Tehsil office has been avoided 

due to installation of Computer. 

Sagada R.I Circle 

Sagada R.I. circle comprises Sagada G.P. consisting of 43 revenue 

villages including one uninhabited villages (Palsigori).  The Circle is 

geographically in the South-Central part of the district. It is bounded  on the 

East by  Baghiapada circle, on the West Manamunda circle,  on the North 

Dahya circle and on the South by Kandhamal District. The Headquarter of 

the Circle is functioning at Sagada lying towards 83°.94"  East Longitude 

and 20°.70" North Latitude. According to the 2011 census the circle of 

Sagada had a population of  6921 with 3405 males & 3516 females with 

1580 households. There were 1129 SC, 2373 ST and 3419 nos. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 537 Males and 528 Females. The 

Circle had a literacy rate of 54.24 %. Total demand of the Sagada Circle is  

10.50.365.90 for the year  2015-16.   

Baghiapada R.I. Circle 

Baghiapada R.I. circle comprises with Tikarpada G.P.  and part of 

Ambajhari, Brahmanipali, Mundapada and Baghiapada G.P. consisting of 93  

revenue villages including seven uninhabited villages (Barabakul, Beriapalli, 

Dumurijhuli, Palsaddar, Rakadapaju, Sanabijapadar & Sanagochhapada). 

There is one Hamlet (Brahmanpali) in this circle. The Circle is situated 

geographically in the central part of the district. It is bounded on the East by 

Reserve Forest, on the West by Mundapada Circle, on the North by Reserve 

Forest & Sarasara circle of Harabhanga Tehsil and on the South by Reserve 

Forest and Kandhamal District. The Headquarter of the Circle is  functioning 

at Baghiapada lying towards  84°.25"  East Longitude and 20°.72" North 

Latitude. According to the 2011 census the circle of Baghiapada had a 

population of 17338 with 8648 males & 8690 females with 4215 numbers of 

households. There were 4016 SC, 7148 ST and 6174 nos. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 1426 Males and 1358 Females. 

The Circle had a literacy rate of 58.40 %. Total demand of the Baghiapada 

Circle is  `12,74,849.98 for the year  2015-16.   

Badhigaon Circle 

Badhigaon R.I. circle comprises with Badhigaon G.P.  and part of 

Mursundhi and Baghiapada G.P. consisting of 16 revenue villages. The 

Circle is situated geographically in the Northern part of the district. It is 

bounded on the East by District headquarters. and Boudh Sadar circle, on 

the West by Telibandh & Khuntabandh Circle, on the North by Boudh Sadar 

Circle and on the South by Sarasara circle of Harabhanga Tehsil. The 

Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Badhigaon lying towards 84°.25"  
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East Longitude and 20°.83" North Latitude. According to the 2011 census 

the circle of Badhigaon had a population of   9865 with 4947 males &4918  

females with 2464 numbers of households. There were 1811 SC, 230 ST 

and 7824 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 604 

Males and 645 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 64.30 %. Total 

demand of the Badhigaon Circle is 15,75,157.95 for the year  2015-16.   

Khuntabandha Circle 

Khuntabandh R.I. circle comprises Khuntabandha G.P. and part of 

Laxmiprasad and Padmanpur G.P. consisting of 29 revenue villages 

including two numbers uninhabited villages( Baradohali & Kailashpur).  The 

Circle is situated geographically in the Northern part of the district. It is 

bounded on the East by Badhigaon Circle, on the West by Telibandh Circle, 

on the North by the River Mahanadi, and on the South by Mundapada Circle. 

The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Khuntabandh lying towards  

84°.23"  East Longitude and 20°.86" North Latitude. According to the 2011 

census the circle of Khuntabandh had a population of 16618 with 8377 

males & 8241 females with 3971 numbers of households. There were  4452  

SC,  64 ST and 12102 OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 

1141 Males and 1093 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 66.42 %. 

Total demand of the Khuntabandh Circle is `19,72,854.02 for the year  2015-

16.   

Telibandha Circle 

Telibandh R.I. circle comprises   Telibandha G.P.  and part of 

Laxmiprasad, Mundipadar, Padmanpur &, Talasarada G.P. consisting of 22 

revenue villages. The Circle is situated geographically in the Northern part of 

the district. It is bounded on the East by Khuntabandh Circle, on the West by 

Baunsuni Circle on the North by the River Mahanadi, and on the South by 

Mundapada circle. The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Telibandh 

lying towards 84°.093" East Longitude and 20°.68" North Latitude. According 

to the 2011 census the circle of Telibandh had a population of   14604 with 

7509 males & 7095 females with 3469 numbers of households. There were 

3875 SC,  198 ST and 10530 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group 

below 6 was 1036 Males and 920 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 

64.09 %. Total demand of the Telibandh Circle is `20,71,373.64 for the year  

2015-16.   

Mundapada Circle 

Mundapada R.I. circle comprises part villages of Baghiapada, 

Brahmanpali, Mundapada, Mundipadar and Padmanpur G.P. consisting of 

31 revenue villages including three nos. Uninhabited villages (Dharuapalli, 

Khuntamardan & Sorisanali).There are seven numbers of hamlets ( 

Keutipali, Nagapali, Malisahi, Pardhiasahi,Dumalsahi, Daragadiasahi and 
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Nuasahi) The Circle  is situated geographically  in the Northern-Central part 

of the district. It is bounded on the East by Baghiapada circle, on the West 

by Baunsuni circle on the North by Telibandh & Khuntabandh circle and on 

the South by Baghiapada circle. The Headquarter of the Circle is  functioning 

at Mundapada lying towards  84°.31"  East Longitude and 20°.83" North 

Latitude. According to the 2011 census the circle of Mundapada had a 

population of   13802 with 6880 males & 6922 females with 3376 numbers of 

households. There were 3211 SC, 1036 ST and 9555 nos. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 964 Males and 1006 Females. The 

Circle had a literacy rate of 60.36 %. Total demand of the Mundapada Circle 

is  `16,69,468.48 for the year  2015-16.   

Gundulia Circle 

Gundulia R.I. circle comprises Gundulia G.P. and part villages of 

Ainlapalli, Ambajhari, Bahira, Brahmanipali, Gochhapada, Talasarada and 

Mundipadar G.P. consisting of 78 Primary revenue villages including three 

nos. Uninhabited villages (Karangagadu, Ratanpur, Sanatarabha).The Circle 

is situated geographically in the western-central part of the district. It is 

bounded on the East by Baghiapada circle, on the West Sagada circle, on 

the North by Baunsuni circle, and on the South by Kandhamal District. The 

Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Gundulia lying towards 84°.14" 

East Longitude and 20°.83" North Latitude. According to the 2011 census 

the circle of Gundulia had a population of 17932 with 8911 males & 9021 

females with 4232 numbers of households. There were 3355 SC, 3787 ST 

and 10790 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 1427 

Males and 1416 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 56.25 %. Total 

demand of the Gundulia Circle is `13, 65,601.75 for the year 2015-16.   

Boudh Sadar Circle 

Boudh Sadar R.I. circle comprises urban areas of Boudhgarh NAC. and 

part villages of Mursundhi G.P. consisting of 12  revenue villages including 

one uninhabited village (Mahanadi). There is one hamlet (Thuranali) in 

Boudh Sadar circle. The Circle is situated geographically in the Northern part 

of the district. It is bounded on the East by the river Mahanadi and Anugul 

District, on the West by Badhigaon Circle, on the North by the river 

Mahanadi and on the South by Sarasara Circle of Harabhanga Tehsil. The 

Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Dist. Headquarter Boudhlying 

towards 84°.093" East Longitude and 20°.680" North Latitude. According to 

the 2011 census the circle of Boudh Sadar had a population of 26086 

with13451 males &12635 females with 5838 numbers of households. There 

were 6634 SC, 574 ST and 4447 nos. OC.  Child population in the age 

group below 6 was 1493 Males and 1392 Females. The Circle had a literacy 
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rate of 75.47 %. Total demand of the Boudh Sadar Circle is `38,17,371.56 

for the year  2015-16.   

Baunsuni Circle 

Baunsuni R.I. circle comprises Baunsuni G.P. and part villages of 

Ainlapali, Bahira, Gochhapada and Roxa G.P. consisting of 31 revenue 

villages. The Circle is situated geographically in the Northern part of the 

district. It is bounded on the East by Mundapada circle, on the West by 

Dahya circle, on the North by the River Mahanadi and Biramaharajpur Tehsil 

of Subarnapur District and on the South by Gundulia Circle. The 

Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Baunsuni lying toward 84°.148" 

East Longitude and 20°.838" North Latitude. According to the 2011 census 

the circle of Baunsuni had a population of 20666 with 10357 males & 10309 

females with 5132 numbers of households. There were 6260 SC, 386 ST 

and 14020 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 1399 

Males and 1350 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 64.62 %. Total 

demand of the Baunsuni Circle is `19,63,536.54 for the year  2015-16.   

Dahya Circle 

Dahya R.I. circle comprises Manupalli G.P. and part villages of Roxa 

G.P. consisting of 65 revenue villages including 17 nos. uninhabited villages. 

The names of uninhabited villages are Badadunguripali jungle, Bagadia 

jungle, Baghanadi, Brundabanabiharipur, Ghugurumunda jungle, 

Gudabhanga jungle, Jhimali, Kirasira jungle, Kumarkanijungle, 

Kurumapadar, Mallikmunda, Mundipadr jungle, Padmapurtukuda, 

Pudugpathar jungle, Risibandha jungle and Rugudigora jungle. The Circle is 

situated geographically in North-west part of the district. It is bounded on the 

East by Baunsuni circle, on the West by Manamunda Circle of Kantamal 

Tehsil, on the North by the River Mahanadi and Subarnapur District and on 

the South by the Sagada circle. The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning 

at Dahya lying towards 84°.148" East Longitude and 20°.838" North 

Latitude. According to the 2011 census the circle of Dahya had a population 

of 20111 with 11076 males & 11035 females with 5151 numbers of 

households. There were 5379 SC, 1371 ST and 15361 nos. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 1588 Males and 1541 Females. 

The Circle had a literacy rate of 60.11 %. Total demand of the Dahya Circle 

is  `19,17,797.34 for the year  2015-16.   

Information of Harabhanga Tehsil 

Harabhanga Tehsil started functioning with Headquarter at Charichhak 

with effect from 01.07.2009 having being bifurcated from the Boudh Tehsil 

taking the local limit  of Harabhanga Block by virtue of Govt in Revenue & 

D.M. Deptt Notification No. 33533 /Rev. Dt.6.8.2008, No:45234, dtd: 

27.10.2008. Geographically, Harabhanga Tehsil spreads in the South East 
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part of Boudh District. This Tehsil is bounded by River Mahanadi in East, 

Kandhamal District in West, River Mahanadi and Boudh Tehsil in North and 

Nayagarh District in South.  This geographical area of the Tahsil is 100.7 sq 

Km. The population of this Tehsil is 1,26,834 ,out of which 35832 belong to 

S.C and 15947 to S.T category as enumerated in the 2011 census. Sarasara 

is the most populated village having 4093 population in the district. Lingually, 

the population of this Tahsil speak mother language ―Odia”. The inhabitants 

are mostly Hindu barring a few persons belonging to Muslim and Christian 

community. So far as the economic status of the people is concerned, the 

majority of the families belong to lower class. They mostly celebrate the 

festivals like Danda nrutya, Ratha Yatra, Dola, Holi, Diwali and Nuakhai and 

Pus puni etc. At a distance of 40 Km. from Dist. Hd.Qr. the image of Budhha 

is found in the village Shyamsundarpur. The height of statue is 5 ft. and the 

image is in the same posture as in Boudh town where there are attendant 

figures of two Gandharvas flying with garlands in their hand at the back of 

the Budhha statue. The image is built up in sand stone. Locally it is known 

as Jharabaudia Mahaprabhu. Another Budhha statue is also seen in the 

village Pargalpur which is at a distance of 2 km. from Shyamsundarpur. The 

height of this statue is 3.5 ft.. In the left hand side of the statue there are 3 

numbers of invisible image and on the right hand side their lies five numbers 

of image called Ugratara 

Climatic Condition 

The climatic condition of the Tehsil is sub-tropical being hot and dry in 

summer and cold and dry in winter. The rainy season is hot and humidity. 

Profile of the Harabhanga Tehsil 

1. Total Population   : 1, 26,834 (As per 2011 Census) 

 SC    : 35,832 (Male 18,016, Female-17,816) 

 ST    : 15,947 (Male 7745, Female- 8,202 ) 

 OC    : 75,055 

2. No. of Police Station  : 3 Police Stations and 1 outpost. 

3. No. of G.Ps   : 18 

4. No. of R.I. Circles  : 7 

5. No. of Revenue villages  : 354 

6. No. of Hamlets   : 24 

7. No. of uninhibited villages  : 24 

8.   No. of Revenue IB, Rest shed  : 2 

9. No. of Total house hold  : 30,811 
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10.  No. of BPL families  : 21,149 

11. No. of APL families  : 7,518 

12. No. of .P.H.C.   :  1  

13. No. of Dispensary  : 3  

14.  No. of veterinary dispensary:        2 

15. No. of Colleges   :   +2 College 2 , +3 College-1 

16. No. of High Schools  :    20 

17. Percentage  of     literacy    : 64.38% ( District literacy …….) 

       Male- 47432, Female- 34232) 

Total demand of the Tehsil is 1, 78,48,960.80  during the year 2015-

16.Harabhanga  is enriched with natural sources of  Forest , Granites, 

Decorative stones and other  minor minerals. There are 12 nos. Sairat 

Sources   for revenue collection in this Tehsil. 

Revenue Circles of Harabhanga Tehsil 

Harabhanga R.I. Circle. 

Harabhanga R.I. circle comprises Harabhanga, Chhatranga, Kusanga 

& Sankulei G.P. and part of Adenigarh, Banibhusanpur, Dhalpur, G.P.  

consisting of  123 Primary revenue villages including 13 Primary uninhabited 

villages i.e. Ghatagaon, Ghumkudi, Khalisahi, Kharbhuin Jungle, 

Kochilakhai, Kutunijhar, Paidabhuin Jungle, Sahajpalli, Sanagundurisahi, 

Sijidasahi, Sitalpani, Sunakhandia and Tentulipadar.  Apart from this there 

are 10 nos.  Forest villages i.e Burudi, Chitikabari, Dhadiamba, Dumkutch, 

Gothakhal, Gotibira, Padmatola, Purunapani & Sagunbira. There are 14 nos. 

of Hamlets in this Circle. The Hamlets are Dhadiamba, Khairapati,Tailasahi, 

Mahuladara,Nua Tirada, Kuturanali, Kailashi, Baladamunda, Kalonisahi, 

Jambusahi, Barajhuli, Thakuramunda, Dehurisahi and Jada Taila.  

Harabhanga R.I. circle is bounded by River Mahanadi and Anugul District to 

East, Adenigada Circle,   Kandhamal Dist. to  South,  Mahanadi & Nayagada 

Dist to the North and Purunakatak & Dhalpur circle  to  West. Geographically 

it is in the Eastern part of the District. This Circle lies to 20.623 North 

Latitude and 84.612 degree East Longitude. Total demand of Harabhanga 

R.I. circle is ` 43,04,272.85  during the year 2015-16 Total cultivation area of 

Harabhanga Circle  is Ac. 20084.59 dec.  . Total Government land available 

in this circle is Ac. 19,884.86 decl. After transfer of sairat sources to  

Grampanchayats, there are only three sairat sources in this circle. As per the 

demography is concerned  the circle has got total population of 32798 

including total 16674 male  and 16124 female. There are 9981 SC, 6903 ST 

and 15914 . OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 2216 Males 

and 2081 Females. The Circle has a literacy rate of 63.24 %. 
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Latitude : 20.623049 

Longitude : 84.612257 

Sarasara R.I. Circle 

Sarasara R.I. circle comprises Sarasasara G.P. and part of 

Bandhapathar, Mathura and Bamanda G.P.  Consisting of 28 nos.  villages 

including two uninhabited villages( Lokanathkata and Pakhalkhai).  There 

are 9 nos.  Hamlets in Sarasara Circle. These are Mahulpali, Gudrabereni, 

Katatal, Gothasahi, Rugudisahi, Khaliapali, Bandhapali, Faupali and 

Kendupali. The Circle is situated geographically in the North part of the 

district. It is bounded on the East by Mahanadi & Anugul Dist, on the West 

Debagada Circle, on the North Boudh Dist. Hd.Qr. and on the South by 

Biranarasinghpur circle. The Headquarter of the Circle is  functioning at 

Sarasara lying towards  84°.25  East Longitude and 20°.82 North Latitude. 

Total cultivation area of Sarasara Circle is Ac. 6231.80 dec.  out of which Ac. 

6126.75 dec. are Irrigated. Total Government land available  in this circle is 

Ac. 2201.81 decl. According to the 2011 census the circle of Sarasara has a 

population of 15,092 with 7687 males & 7405 females with 3635 numbers of 

households. There were 3882 SC, 240 ST and 10970 nos. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 916 Males and 938 Females. The 

Circle has a literacy rate of 66.86 %. Total demand of the Sarasara Circle is  

23,17,164.83for the year  2015-16.  After transfer of sairat sources to  

Grampanchayats, there are only three sources in this circle.  

Biranarasinghapur R.I. Circle 

Biranarasinghpur R.I. circle   comprises 44 revenue villages  covering 

all villages of Biranarasinghpur G.P. and part villages of Lunibahal, Mathura 

& Sampoch G.P. The Circle spread is situated geographically in the Eastern 

part of the district. It is bounded on the East by River Mahanadi and Dhalpur 

Circle, on the West Debagada Circle, on the North river Mahanadi and 

Anugul Dist. and on the South by Purunakatak Circle. The Headquarter of 

the Circle is functioning at Biranarasinghpur lying towards 84°.24  East 

Longitude and 20°.66 North Latitude. Total cultivation area of 

Biranarasinghpur Circle is Ac. 11,236.02 dec.  out of which Ac. 6833.02 dec. 

are Irrigated land. Total Government land available in this circle is Ac. 

21,056.22 decl. According to the 2011 census the circle of Biranarasinghpur 

had a population of   21577 with 10877 males & 10700 females of 5107 

numbers of households. There are 5494 SC, 1894 ST and 14189 nos. OC.  

Child population in the age group below 6 was 1462 Males and 1477 

Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 62.24 %. Total demand of the 

Biranarasinghpur Circle is 26,88,514.25 for the year  2015-16.  After transfer 

of sairat  sources to  Grampanchayats, there is only one source in this circle.  

  



194 
 

Adenigarh R.I. Circle 

Adenigarh R.I. circle   comprises 65 no. of revenue villages including 6 

nos. uninhabited village (Banshijore, Buduni, Dhundu, Sandigapadar, 

Solagadu, Tukulunda Jungle) covering part villages of Adenigada, 

Banibhusanpur and Talagaon G.P. There is one Hamlet (Godhipada) in this 

circle. The Circle is situated geographically in Southern-East part of the 

district. It is bounded on the East by Harabhanga Circle, on the West 

Kandhamal District, on the North Harabhanga Circle and on the South by 

Nayagarh District. The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Adenigarh 

lying towards 84°.41 East Longitude and 20°.58 North Latitude. Total 

cultivation area of Adenigarh Circle is Ac. 16167.84 dec. out of which Ac. 

707.32 is irrigated land.  and non cultivable area  is Ac. 16,167.84 dec. Total 

Government land available  in this circle is Ac. 14,474.09 decl. According to 

the 2011 census the circle of Adenigarh had a population of   13875 with 

6806 males &7069 females with 3547 numbers of households. There were 

4321 SC, 4241 ST and 5313 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group 

below 6 was 901 Males and 983 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 

63.16 %. Total demand of the Adenigarh Circle is  14,67,628.60 for the year  

2015-16.  After transfer of sairat sources to Grampanchayats, there is no 

sources in this circle.  

Debagarh R.I. Circle 

Debagarh R.I. circle   comprises 21 revenue including one uninhabited 

village (Gopalpur) consisting of part villages of Bamanda, Bandhapathar and 

Mathura G.P. The Circle is situated geographically in the Southern part of 

the district. It is bounded on the East by Sarasara circle, on the West 

Mundapada circle of Boudh Tehsil, on the North Badhigaon of Boudh Tehsil 

and on the South by Baghiapada circle of Boudh Tehsil. The Headquarter of 

the Circle is functioning at Debagarh lying towards 84°.24 East Longitude 

and 20°.66 North Latitude. Total cultivation area of Debagarh Circle is Ac. 

5693.00dec.  Out of which Ac. 4093.00 dec. are Irrigated land. Total 

Government land in this circle is Ac. 1850.00 decl. According to the 2011 

census the circle of Debagarh had a population of   8885 with 4462 males 

and 4423 females with 2010 numbers of households. There were 2040 SC,  

587 ST and 6258 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 

608 Males and 629 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 61.52 %. Total 

demand of the Debagarh Circle is `19,95,430.00 for the year  2015-16.  After 

transfer of sairat sources to Grampanchayats, there is only three nos. 

sources in this circle for collection of revenue. There are many places of 

interest to visit out of which Naikpada Cave (Patali Srikhetra) in Naikpada  

village is a remarkable place.   
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Dhalpur R.I. Circle 

Dhalpur R.I. circle   comprises 33 revenue including 2 nos. uninhabited 

villages ( Kuakud & Nuakharasankuloi) villages  consisting of whole villages 

of Ramagarh G.P. and part villages of Dhalpur, Sampoch and Tileswar G.P.  

The Circle is situated geographically in Northern part of the district. It is 

bounded on the East by Harabhanga circle, on the West Biranarasinghpur 

circle on the North river Mahanadi and Anugul Dist. and on the South by 

Adenigada and Harabhanga Circle. The Headquarter of the Circle is 

functioning at Dhalpur lying towards 84°.42 East Longitude and 20°.62 North 

Latitude. Total cultivation area of Dhalpur Circle is Ac. 3608.00dec.  Out of 

which Ac. 1800.00 dec. are Non-irrigated land. Total Government land in this 

circle is Ac. 7105.00 decl. According to the 2011 census the circle of Dhalpur 

had a population of 16,491 with 8354 males &8137 females with 3987 

numbers of households. There were 5574 SC, 358 ST and 10559 nos. OC.  

Child population in the age group below 6 was 1098 Males and 1100 

Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 66.78 %. Total demand of the 

Dhalpur Circle is 21,59,834.79 for the year  2015-16.  After transfer of  sairat  

sources to  Grampanchayats, there is only two nos. sources in this circle for  

collection of  revenue. There are many places of interest to visit out of which  

Buddha monument at village Paragalpur is a remarkable visiting place.   

Purunakatak R.I. Circle 

Purunakatak R.I. circle   comprises 40 revenue villages consisting of 

whole villages of Purunakatak G.P. and part villages of Banibhusanpur, 

Lunibahal and Tileswar G.P.  The Circle is situated geographically in the 

Eastern part of the district. It is bounded on the East by Harabhanga circle 

and reserve forest, on the West Kandhamal Dist., on the North. Dhalpur & 

Biranarasinghpur circle and on the South by Adenigarh circle. The 

Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Purunakatak lying towards  

84°.42"  East Longitude and 20°.62" North Latitude. Total cultivation area of 

Purunakatak Circle is Ac. 8996.69 out of which Ac. 4058.94 dec. are 

irrigated land. Total Government land in this circle is Ac. 8302.60 decl. 

According to the 2011 census the circle of Purunakatak had a population of   

18116 with 8966 males &9150 females with 4480 numbers of households. 

There were 4540 SC, 1724 ST and 11852 nos. OC.  Child population in the 

age group below 6 was 1177 Males and 1165 Females. The Circle had a 

literacy rate of 67.12 %. Total demand of the Purunakatak Circle is 

17,28,594.88 for the year  2015-16.  After transfer of sairat sources to 

Grampanchayats, there is no sources in this circle for  collection of  revenue. 

There are many places of interest to visit out of which Maa Bhairabi Temple 

at Purunakatak and Burubuda Siba Temple at village Burubuda are 

remarkable visiting place.   
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Kantamal Tehsil  

Kantamal Tehsil started functioning w.e.f 1.1.1977 after being 

separated from the Boudh Tehsil vide Government in Revenue Department 

Order No. 99978/Rev. Dated 22.12.1976.Geographically, Kantamal Tahsil 

spreads in the eastern part of Boudh District. It is abounded by the River Tel 

on its Northern boundary, the river Mahanadi on its southern boundary and 

the river Mahanadi on it eastern boundary. The western and south western 

part on the Tahsil touches the Kandhamal District.  This Tehsil have total 

408 revenue villages including 15 uninhabited villages consisting of 24 nos. 

of Grampanchayats with 47163 Holdings spread over an area of 175,154 

acres. There are 18 hamlets in this Tehsil. This geographical area of the 

Tahsil is 1442.63 sq Km. The population of this Tehsil is 148385, out of 

which 28979 belongs to S.C and 22250 to S.T category is enumerated in the 

2011 census. The population of this Tehsil speaks Odia with Sambalpuri 

accent. The inhabitants are mostly Hindu barring a few of person belonging 

to Muslim and Christian community. So far as the economic status on the 

people is concerned, the majority of the families belong to middle class. 

They mostly celebrate the festive occasions like Danda nrutya, Ratha Yatra, 

Dola and Nuakhai and Push Punei. Kandhen Budhi is the reigning deity of 

Kantamal. Every year, animals like goat and fowl are sacrificed before the 

deity on the occasion of her annual Yatra/Jatra (festival) held in the month 

of Aswina (September–October). The main attraction of Kandhen Budhi 

Yatra is Ghusuri Puja.  Ghusuri means a child pig, which is sacrificed to the 

goddess every three years. During the Bali Yatra, male goats are offered as 

a sacrifice to the goddess  

There is no Major irrigation project in this Tehsil. A Medium Irrigation 

Project on River ―Bagh‖ completed recently with its canal system etc. The 

certified area of the project is Ac. 5167.42 .Water has been released during 

the year 2002-2003. Joint verification and assessment has been completed 

during 2004-2005. 

Irrigation facilities are available under 25 (Twenty Five)  M.I.Ps in this 

Tehsil with an certified ayacut area of Ac. 6794.03 out of the certified areas  

Ac.5842.85 acres of lands has been assessed for water rate. The details is 

given in a separate sheet. 

Sairat Sources 

There were 1010 Sairat sources such as Tank, Sara, Bandha , Market, 

etc. out of which  1002 Primary sources have been transferred to the control 

of Gram panchayata for maintenance. The rest 9 (Nine Sairat sources 

available under the Tehsil. 
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Computerisation of Land Records 

To remove the problems inherent in manual system of maintenance 

and updating of Land Records, Computers have been installed on 15.8.2002 

in this Tehsil, which are running successfully and un-interruptedly.  All the 

backlog cases were completed and online started from 27.11.04. 

The General public is getting certified copies of their R.O.Rs instantly. 

Rush in the Tehsil office has been avoided due to installation of Computer. 

Revenue Circles of Kantamal Tehsil 

Kantamal R.I. Circle 

Kantamal R.I. circle comprises 88 revenue villages with six uninhabited 

villages (Chinched, Dangapalla, Jhinkikhole, Mallangi, Purunapani, 

Rundimahul Khandajami) consisting of whole villages of 5 G.P.s viz. 

Kantamal, Khaliapali, Lambasary, Rengali and Rundimahul. There are two 

hamlets i.e Nuapada and Baghapada. The Circle is situated geographically 

in the Western part of the district. It is bounded on the east by Para Circle,  

on the west and north by Subarnapur District, and on the south by 

Ghantapada and Baragaon Circle. The headquarter of the Circle is 

functioning at Kantamal lying towards 83°.74" East Longitude and 20°.64" 

North Latitude. According to the 2011 census the circle of Kantamal had a 

population of 26020 with 13113 males and 12907 females with 6552 

households. There were 5384 SC, 3683 ST and 16953. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 1975 Males and 1922 Females. 

The Circle had a literacy rate of 58.07%. Total demand of the Kantamal 

Circle is Rs. 30,27,755.55  for the year  2015-16.  After transfer of sairat  

sources to  Grampanchayats, there is only one sources for  collection of  

revenue.  

Baragaon R.I. Circle 

Baragaon R.I. circle comprises 58 revenue villages with one uninhibited 

village (Sodalandanpada)   consisting of whole villages of  2 nos. G.P.s  viz. 

Baragaon and Narayanprasad. There are three nos. of hamlets i.e., 

Uparpada, Sikapalli and Chhelikhai. The Circle is situated geographically in 

the western part of the district. It is bounded on the east & South by 

Kandhamal Dist. on the west by Balangir Dist. on the north by Kantamal 

Circle. The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Baragaon lying 

towards 83°.74" East Longitude and 20°.65" North Latitude. According to the 

2011 census the circle of Baragaon had a population of 15339 with 7643 

males &7696 females with 3867 numbers of households. There were 2294 

SC, 4830 ST and 8215 nos. OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 

was 1336 Males and 1234 Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 

51.95%. Total demand of the Kantamal Circle is Rs. 25,59,887.80 for the 
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year  2015-16.  After transfer of  sairat  sources to  Grampanchayats, there 

is no sources for  collection of  revenue.  

Manamunda R.I. circle 

Manamunda R.I. circle   comprises 96 revenue villages including 4 nos. 

uninhabited village (Badaliapada, Parahapita, Jharmallikpada, & Sanasulia) 

consisting of whole villages of 5 nos. G.P.s viz. Baragochha, Bilaspur, 

Manamunda, Sundhipadar and Gudvelipadar G.P.  There are four hamlets 

i.e. Sahupada, Karmigotha, Kultapalli & Bhoisahi. The Circle is situated 

geographically in Northern part of the district. It is bounded on the east by 

Dahya Circle of Boudh Tehsil, on the west by Para Circle, on the north river 

Mahanadi and Subarnapur District, and on the south by Sagada Circle of 

Boudh Tehsil.  The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Manamunda 

lying towards 83°.91 east Longitude and 20°.82" North Latitude. According 

to the 2011 census the circle of Manamunda had a population of   33854 

with 17100 males &16754 females with 8357 numbers of households. There 

were  7450 SC,  2769 ST and 23635 nos. OC.  Child population in the age 

group below 6 was 2470 Males and 2370 Females. The Circle had a literacy 

rate of 60.91 %. Total demand of the Kantamal Circle is  Rs. 30,57,982.50  

for the year  2015-16.  After transfer of  sairat  sources to  Grampanchayats, 

there is only one sources for  collection of  revenue.  

Ghantapada R.I. Circle 

Ghantapada R.I.circle comprises 75 villages with one uninhabited 

village (Badatandamunda) consisting of whole villages of 6. G.P.s viz. 

Ghantapada, Khamanmunda, Ambagaon, Kultajore, Uma and Khuntigora 

with an area of Ac. 42362.00. and 10,021  holdings. There are four hamlets 

i.e Kaselbeda, Mandiajore, Dangakata & Kumbharpada. The Circle is 

situated geographically in the western part of the district. It is bounded  on 

the east by Baragaon circle, on the west Balangir district an river Tel on the 

north river Tel and Tarabha Tehsil of Subarnapur Dist. and on the south by 

Kandhamal District. The headquarter of the Circle is functioning at 

Ghantapada lying towards 83°.67" East Longitude and 20°.54" North 

Latitude . According to the 2011 census the circle of Ghantapada had a 

population of   35027 with 17399 males &17628 females with 8548 numbers 

of households. There were 5558 SC, 8271 ST and 21198 nos. OC.  Child 

population in the age group below 6 was 2808 Males and 2747 Females. 

The Circle had a literacy rate of 51.64 %. Total demand of the Ghantapada 

Circle i Rs. 31,23,236.75  for the year  2015-16.  After transfer of sairat 

sources to  Grampanchayats, there are only 6 nos. sources for  collection of  

revenue.  
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Para Circle 

Para R.I. circle   comprises 91 no. of villages including 3 uninhabited 

villages (Jagadhatripur, Kuchunibhogra, Ratakhandi Khandajami)   

consisting of whole villages of  6 nos. G.P.s viz. Dapala, Ghikundi, 

Jogindrapur, Khatakhatia, Palasagora & Similipadar with 9398 no. of 

holdings. There are five nos. of hamlets i.e Haripur, Madhupur, Gopapur, 

Padhanpalli and Amatagotha. The Circle is situated geographically in the 

western part of the district. It is bounded on the east by Manamunda circle, 

on the west by the Kantamal Circle on the north by River Tel and 

Subarnapur Dist., and on the south by Sagada circle of Boudh Tehsil and 

Kandhamal District. The Headquarter of the Circle is functioning at Para 

lying towards 83°.22" East Longitude and 20°.72" North Latitude . According 

to the 2011 census the circle of Para had a population of   38145 with 18983 

males and 19162 females. There were 8293 SC, 2697 ST and 27155 nos. 

OC.  Child population in the age group below 6 was 2678 Males and 2692 

Females. The Circle had a literacy rate of 59.75 %. Total demand of the 

Kantamal Circle is Rs. 31,23,254.80for the year  2015-16.  After transfer  of  

sairat  sources to  Grampanchayats, there is only one sources for  collection 

of  revenue.  

Sairat Sources 

During the financial year 2015-16 there are 37 sairat sources in this 

district for auction to generate revenue. They are stated below. 

 

Name of the 

Tehsils 

Name of the Sairat Sources Type of Minor Mineral in the 

Sources 

1 2 3 

Boudh Sand bed at Boudhgarh NAC Sand 

Sand bed at Tutusinga Sand 

Sand bed at Marjadpur Sand 

Sand bed at Dambargarh Sand 

Sand bed at Kankala Sand 

Sand bed at Gahirajor at Singari Sand 

Sand bed at Dimiripali Sand 

Sand bed at Tunikhamar Sand 

Sand bed at Gundulia Sand 

Sand bed at Jamtangi Sand 

Sand bed at Amurda Sand 

Stone Quarry at Udubilka-I Stone Quarry 

Stone Quarry at Udubilka-II Stone Quarry 

Stone Quarry at Udubilka-III Stone Quarry 

Stone Quarry at Udubilka-IV Stone Quarry 

Stone Quarry at Damodarpur Stone Quarry 

TOTAL 16 
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Kantamal Sand bed Kurukupa Sand 

Sand bed at Santandamunda Sand 

Sand bed at Fased Sand 

Sand bed at Santandamunda Sand 

Sand bed at Bukuramunda Sand 

Sand bed at Butumunda Sand 

Stone Quarry at Kanikupa Stone Quarry 

Stone Quarry at Dedhenmal-I Stone Quarry 

Stone Quary at Dedhenmal-II Stone Quarry 

TOTAL 9 

Harabhanga Sand bed at Harabhanga Sand 

Sand bed at BalatNala Sand 

Sand bed at Bankapada Sand 

Sand bed at Bagharpali Sand 

Sand bed at BalatJor Sand 

Sand bed at Bethiaberuni Sand 

Sand bed at Balianta Sand 

Sand bed at Dianghat Sand 

Sand bed at Kharasankulai Sand 

Stone Quarry at Kharabhuin-I Stone Quarry 

Stone Quarry at Kharabhuin-II Stone Quarry 

Sand bed at Unla Sand 

TOTAL  12 

Except Boudh Sadar, one Sub-Treasury is located at Kantamal. The 

Sub-Treasury is in charge of Junior Officers of the State Finance Service. He 

is designated as Sub-Treasury Officers. Boudh Sadar being the 

headquarters of the district has got a Treasury which is manned by a Senior 

Officer of the Orissa Finance Service who is designated as District Treasury 

Officer. 

Distribution of Ceiling Surplus Land in Boudh District since inception 

of scheme 

After enactment of the Odisha Land Reform Act, Ac. 6505.363  dec. of   

ceiling surplus  land  has been  distributed  among   5437 landless families 

for agriculture purposes in the district as follows: 

Name of 
Tahasil 

Category 
SC ST OC TOTAL 

No. Area No. Area No. Area No. Area 
Boudh 
(undevided) 

2260 2473.050 482 676.020 1544 1557.560 4286 4703.490 

Kantamal 528 850.935 174 262.033 449 688.905 1151 1801.873 
Total 2788 3323.985 656 938.053 1993 2246.465 5437 6505.363 
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Distribution of Governmetn  Waste land 

Besides, Ac. 19,705.08 dec.  of Govt.  waste  land has been distributed 

among 13338 landless families having no agricultural land. Additionally, Ac. 

1179.210 dec. of waste land has also been distributed among 26252    

eligible families  for homestead purpose since  inception of the scheme.  The 

details are as follows: 

Agricutlure 

Name of 
Tahasil 

Category 

SC ST OC TOTAL 

No. Area No. Area No. Area No. Area 

Boudh  1055 1276.34 844 1523.05 1858 2903.27 3757 5702.66 

Kantamal 1257 1647.90 902 1405.66 3804 5183.51 5963 8237.07 

Harabhanga 931 1576.82 851 1374.30 1836 2814.23 3618 5765.35 

TOTAL 3243 4501.06 2597 4303.01 7498 10901.01 13338 19705.08 

Homestead 

Name of 
Tahasil 

Category 

SC ST OC TOTAL 

No. Area No. Area No. Area No. Area 

Boudh  2494 108.060 1481 71.490 3084 132.690 7059 312.240 

Kantamal 3457 145.310 2217 96.560 6649 296.720 12323 538.590 

Harabhanga 2412 118.280 1675 79.200 2783 130.900 6870 328.380 

 8363 371.650 5373 247.250 12516 560.310 26252 1179.210 

Modernization of Land Records 

In the way of modernizing and bringing efficiency to the land revenue 

administration as well as to make it citizen-centric, technological intervention 

has been envisaged under the centrally sponsored Digital India Land 

Records Modernization Programme. Major focus of the Programme is on 

citizen services. Various components of the programme are underway in the 

district which in brief have been outlined below.  

Under this programme, all textual data of records of rights are being 

updated and computerized. Data conversion of all textual records has been 

completed in respect of all Tahasils of the District and has been hoisted in 

the Bhulekh website. Computerized RoRs are being issued to the citizens. 

Re-entry of RoR data is being done on continuous basis for further updation. 

Cadastral map-sheets of all the villages of the district have been digitized 

and mosaicised. All those maps have been integrated with the textual RoR 

data of bhulekh website for public view and official use. Steps have been 

taken to make the mutation process transaction based in which notices of all 
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transactions registered in the registration offices are sent by the registering 

officers to the concerned tahasil offices for initiation of mutation proceedings. 

There have been sharp decline in the application based mutation cases 

during the last 2-3 years. Further all Tahasildars have been instructed 

suitably to dispose all un-contested mutation cases within a maximum period 

of three months. People have been greatly benefitted due to quicker 

updation of land records. 

In line of computerizing the Tahasil offices of the district, Tahasil level 

computer cells have been made functional in all Tahasils of the district. 

Information technology is being use for maintaining village wise property 

records and for providing services to citizens in a better way.  

All the Tahasil offices have been provided with broadband internet 

connectivity. In addition, virtual private network over Broad Band (VPNoBB) 

has been provided in the Tahasil offices for secure data transmission. The 

VPNoBB connectivity is being used to transmit the updated RoR data from 

the concerned tahasils to the NIC Head-quarters through File Transfer 

Protocol (FTP) for reflection of the same in the bhulekh website. Steps have 

been also taken to provide connectivity through Odisha State Wide Area 

Network (OSWAN) to all Sub-Collectorate, Tahasils and Registration offices 

of the district. The District Head Quarters are already connected with 

OSWAN. 

In order to replace the existing system of physical storing and 

maintenance of land records which has a lot of shortcomings and 

inconvenience, Modern Record Rooms in Tahasil offices are being created 

under DILRMP. In these Modern Record Rooms, valuable revenue case 

records shall be stored electronically through document management 

system software after their scanning. Maintenance of land records in the 

dematerialized format shall go a long way in long-term storage of the 

valuable revenue case records as well as in providing better citizen centric 

services. As of now, Modern record rooms have been made functional in all 

Tahasils of the district. 

Under DILRMP, all the Registration Offices of the district have been  

computerized with adequate hardware, software. All the Registration offices 

are connected to the Central Server at the State level through a dedicated 

software on Virtual Private Network (VPN) mode. Bio-metric authentication 

system has already been put in place in all the Registration offices. Data 

Entry of Valuation details, legacy encumbrance Data and scanning of old 

documents in respect of all records from 1995 to date has been 

accomplished. Citizens are being provided immediate services such as 

Encumbrance Certificates (E.C.) and Certified Copies (C.C.) at the 

Registration offices.  
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Disaster Resilient infrastructures in Boudh District 

Vulnerability of district 

Boudh district is vulnerable to high floods, droughts, heat wave and 

lightening. As per the reports, during the period from 1999-2014most of the 

humanand livestock casualties in the district were due to the lightening. 

There is low risk of earthquake as it falls within the zone-II. 

Since the district is very much prone to frequent floods, and there was 

no shelter for the affected people, the state government decided to build 

elevated structures to withstand very high wind speeds, proof against 

flooding and resistance to moderate earthquakes. Two types of drawing and 

designs have been developed by IIT, Kharagpur; one for 3000 capacity and 

another for 2000 capacity. 

Accordingly, flood shelters are being constructed above High Flood 

Level (HFL) with raised platform and stilted floors in different vulnerable 

areas of Kantamal, Harabhanga and Boudh Blocks of the district basing on 

the recommendations received from the district administration. 

Use of the shelter buildings 

Almost all the shelter buildings are mainly constructed inside the school 

premises or adjacent to the school so that it can be used as class rooms 

during normal time and potential shelters at the time of disasters. The 

ground floors of these buildings have been designed to be used as shelters 

for lives tocks during emergencies. Relief materials and medicines can be 

stacked for emergent situations. Additionally, these shelter buildings can be 

used as community halls and can be put to various other community uses 

like Anganwadi centers, training centers, marriage mandaps and for other 

social gatherings etc. with payment of agreed user charges. Therefore, the 

shelter buildings are known as Multipurpose Flood Shelters (MFS). 

Features and facilities available in the MFS buildings 

All the MFS have separate hall and toilets for men and women,  special 

room for the sick, labour room, one store room, drinking water supply 

through submersible pump, internal electrical wiring with all fittings, ramp of 

1:12 slope and separate toilets for disabled persons, 5 KVA noiseless diesel 

generator, shelter level emergency equipments etc.   

Community based management and maintenance of the shelter 

buildings and Capacity Building of community 

To ensure the sustainable maintenance of these shelter buildings, 

community-based Flood Shelter Management and Maintenance Committees 

(FSMMC) are formed and imparted suitable orientation trainings. In addition, 
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shelter level taskforce volunteers have been identified and they are being 

oriented, trained and involved regularly. Further, the shelter level Mock Drill 

on disaster preparedness is also conducted at each shelter on 19
th
 June 

every year. The minor repair works of the shelter buildings are taken up by 

the FSMMC whereas the responsibility of the major repairs lies with the 

authority. All the FSMMCs have been provided with corpus fund to the tune 

of Rs. 5.00 lakhs each for regular capacity building of the local community 

out of the interest generated per year.  

Different Schemes for construction of MCS and MFS: 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Scheme MCS / 

MFS 

No. of 

Shelters 

Period of 

construction 

i.  Chief Minister‘s Relief 

Fund (CMRF)  

MFS   03 Post Phailin 

(2013-14) 

 Total  03  

Availability of Block-wise shelters in Boudh district: 

Sl. No. Name of the Block Total number of MCS and 

MFS 

1.  Kantamal 01 

2.  Harabhanga 01 

3.  Boudh 01 

 Total 03 
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CHAPTER-X 

LAW AND ORDER, AND JUSTICE 

The responsibility of maintaining law and order and a healthy public life 

rests with the police organization and justice delivery system.  

Police Organization 

The sanctioned strength of the police force in the district includes I 

Superintendent of Police, 1 Additional Superintendent of Police, 3 Deputy 

Superintendents of Police, 1 Sub-Divisional Police Officer, 1 Reserve 

Inspector, 7 Inspectors, 1 Sergeants, 20 Sub-Inspectors, 1 FPSI, 1 Drill Sub-

Inspector, 45 Assistant Sub-Inspectors; 1 Havildar Major, 1 Driver Havildar 

Major, 29 Havildars, 5 Lance Naiks, 10 Assistant Drivers, 78 APR constable 

112 OR Constables, 2 Traffic Constables. 

Apart from this, to maintain office work, the following officials are in 

sanctioned strength in District Police Office, Boudh: 1 Head Clerk, 2 

Sr.Clerks, 5 Junior clerks, 1 Steno Grapher,1 Scientific Officer,1 Laboratory 

Assistant, 1 Photo ASI and 10 Menials. 

Policing of this district is being ensured through SDPO office. There are 

7 Police Stations, 4 Out Posts, 01 T.O.P, 3 B.Hs. The required numbers of 

force are being deployed to the P.S. on requisition from R.O., Boudh at the 

time of exigency. The list of P.Ss, O.Ps,   B.Hs and TOP are furnished 

below. 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of P.Ss. O.Ps. TOP Beat House 

1. Boudh Baghiapada Town OP --- 
2. Baunsuni --- -- --- 
3. Mamamunda Sagada -- Palasaguda 
4. Kantamal Ghantapada -- --- 
5. Harabhanga --- -- --- 
6. Purunakatak Adenigarh -- Madhapur, 

Tileswar 
7 Spl. Energy PS - - - 

Civil Police 

Ordinary reserve of the district mainly provides staff to the civil police in 

Police Stations, Out Posts, SDPO Office, and Court Offices and Armed 

Forces are kept at Reserve Office to meet emergency. 

Armed Reserve 

To meet emergency situations and to restore peace and order in 

grievous circumstances when the civil police fail to tackle, the Armed Police 

Reserve comes to its rescue. The Armed Reserve in the district comprises 1 
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Reserve Inspector, 1 Sergeant, 1 Drill Sub-Inspector, 1 HavildarMajor, 14 

Havildars and 117 Constables (including Naiks). 

Prosecution Staff 

For the prosecution of police cases, police staff has been posted in 

Boudh district and Kantamal courts of the district.  Boudh court staff includes 1 

Sub-Inspector, 1 Assistant Sub-Inspector and 4 Constables, whereas there is 

no sanctioned strength at Kantamal Court. 

Home Guard 

The Home Guard organization had its humble beginning in the district of 

Boudh in the year 1994. It is a voluntary organization having its wings spread 

both in the urban as well as in the rural areas. The organization mainly aims at 

maintaining law and order in the society. Besides, it helps the police when 

called for at the time of emergency, natural calamities, fairs and festivals, 

elections, strikes, etc: It also renders first-aid service to the public in case of 

necessity. At present the sanctioned strength of Urban Home Guard in the 

district is 115 out of which 17 are female and 98 are male and Rural Home 

Guard is 115 out of which 14 are female and 101 are male 

District Intelligence Bureau 

After creation of the Boudh district, the District Intelligence Bureau is 

functioning in the District headquarters since 17.10.1994. Collection of 

intelligence is the primary duty of the DIB. The DIB staff are collecting 

intelligence on political affairs, students affairs, law andorder, service affairs, 

communal matters, agrarian issues and left wing extremist (LWE) activities.  

The sanctioned strength of the DIB is one Deputy Superintendent of Police 

(DSP) and one Sub Inspector (SI) as per notification vides O.O. No. 2201/ 

Force, dated 22.08.2008. The present strength is one Dy.S.P. , Two ASIs and 

one Constable. As the present sanctioned strength is quite inadequate, two 

ASIs and one Constable of the headquarters are attached to the D.I.B. for its 

proper functioning and to meet the multifarious work such as preparation of 

SITREP, Daily Report, Weekly Joint L/O Report, E- Passport Seva, Service 

Verifications, Disposal of Gun License Applications and Collection of 

intelligence, etc. 

Crime Position 

The incidence of crime committed in the district during the year 2012 

stood at 18 cases of murder, 5 cases of dacoity, 36 cases of burglary and 53 

cases of theft. In the year 2013, 19 cases of murder, 4 cases of dacoity, 10 

cases of robbery, 22 cases of burglary and 37 cases of theft were reported. 

During 2014, there was a slight increase in the occurrence of murder. 

However, the occurrence rose to 22 towards the end of the year 2014 .Thus it 

is evident from the records that the majority of the crimes committed in the 
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district are theft, the second highest number being burglary. Of such crimes as 

dacoity, robbery and murder, the highest number is that of murder, and 

dacoity is rarely reported. Since 2012 till 2014, the total 18 cases of daocity 

have been reported 

Statement showing incidence of different types of crime committed in the 

district from the years 2012 to 2014 (year-wise) has been given below. 

 Year 
2012 2013 2014 

Murder 18 19 22 
Dacoity 5 4 9 
Robbery 3 10 23 
Burglary 36 22 29 
Theft 53 37 35 
Swindling 12 17 14 
Riroting 39 24 9 
MV Accident 64 97 106 
Rape  10 49 24 
Misc 562 546 539 

Wireless Service 

Wireless stations have been functioning at District Police Office Boudh 

and one VHF control unitsfunctioning at Boudh PS campus that controls the 

communications of all P.Ss. of Boudh district.In Police Wireless Station one 

Sub-inspector and 4 Assistant Sub-Inspectors and 1R.T.C. are posted   to 

maintain entire wireless system. Besides these, V. H. F. sets are installed in 

Baunsuni, Manamunda, Kantamal, and Harbhanga P.S.AdenigarhOP, 

Sagada OP, OP for better communication.  No separate staff have been 

sanctioned for Police Stations and O.Ps to operate VHF sets. The VHF sets 

are operated by the police staff in addition to their normal duty. The function 

of police wireless station/VHF station is to transmit/receive messages 

relating to natural calamities duty, and duties doing disturbances, strikes, 

accidents, important movement of police forces, movement of Government  

officials, dealing with law and order situation and movement/visit of political 

leaders. 

Boudh Vigilance Unit 

 Boudh Vigilance Unit office was established on 04. 08.2008 as per 

Government Notification No. 6227/Vig dated. 31.07.2015 G.A. (Vigilance) 

Department Odisha, Cuttack. The Unit office consisting of One Inspector and 

03 Constable is under the administrative control of the S.P. Vigilance 

Southern Division Berhampur. Subsequently on dt. 14.09.2008 Sri A.K. 

Majhi, DSP Vigilance took charge of the Unit office. The Vigilance staff and 

officers collect intelligence on corruption and take up enquiry and 

investigation entrusted to the Unit office against government and public 

servants including those working under the local bodies and   corporations 
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under the Government of Odisha. Cognizable cases under the Prevention of 

Corruption Act and under the Indian Penal Code such as bribery, defalcation 

of public funds, cheating, etc are investigated under the provisions of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure. It too collects intelligence and assists in the 

investigations in order to prevent or detect leakage of public revenue and the 

evasion of commercial taxes like Sale Tax, Agricultural Income tax, 

Entertainment Tax, Motor Vehicle Tax etc. It functions also cover 

enforcement of various control orders, dealing with cases of hoarding, 

profiteering and black marketing of essential and controlled commodities.  

The number of vigilance cases handled by the Unit office from 

August 2008 to October 2015 is given below.  

Year Criminal Cases 

Investigated 

Enquiry Conducted Priliminary Enquiry Held. 

2008 03 10 06 

2009 14 11 17 

2010 08 05 14 

2011 09 09 20 

2012 06 05 02 

2013 03 01 02 

2014 05 04 10 

2015 07 04 03 

Special Sub-Jail, Boudh 

The Jail Organization at Boudh was constituted during the ex-state 

period. Writing on the feudatory states of Orissa, Cobdon Ramsay 

mentioned that in 1907-1908 there was a good massonary Jail at Boudh with 

accommodation of sixty prisoners and during the same year the average 

daily population in the Jail was 29. From time of ex-state regime the 

prisoners have been employed in both in-door and out- door work. 

Extramurally they have been employed in the jail and garden for production 

of paddy and vegetables. The intramural work consisted of cooking at Jail 

kitchen, sweeping, barbering and above all to work in the M.D unit for 

production of dari, bedsheets, gamuchha and prisoners‘ clothing.   

The Sub Jail at Boudh was converted to a Special Sub Jail with effect 

from 1st   April 1956. 

The number of staff engaged in the Special Sub Jail, Boudh is as 

follows.  
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Sanctioned Strength 

S.N. Name of the Post Sanctioned strength 
1 Jailor-cum-Superintendent  01 
2 Assistant Jailor 01 
3 Sub-Assistant Jailor 01 
4 Pharmacist 01 
5 School Teacher 01 
6 W and D Mistry  01 
7 Head Warder 03 
8 Warder 13 
9 Female Warder 02 

10 Sweeper 01 

 

Scheduled Capacity of Special Sub-Jail: Boudh 

Category Male Female Total 

Convict 63 -- 63 

Undertrial 49 06 55 

Others  12 -- 12 

Total 124 06 130 

 

In all, there are five wards including one Female ward with separate 
enclosure. 

The daily average prison population of Special Sub-Jail, Boudh from 
2010 to 2014 is furnished below.  

Year 
Convicts Civil Undertrial Total 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

2010 87.38 0.18 0.49 -- 45.96 0.34 133.83 0.52 

2011 75.94 0.28 0.33 -- 69.86 1.88 146.13 2.16 

2012 59.43 -- 0.02 -- 86.65 1.64 146.10 1.84 

2013 57.05 -- -- -- 111.86 4.93 168.91 4.93 

2014 54.42 -- 0.67 -- 139.01 5.62 194.10 5.62 

 
The number of various types of convicts released from the Special Sub 

Jail on different grounds from 2010 to 2014 is as follows: 

 
Convicts Released 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Released after completion of 
conviction period 

03 07 10 07 11 

Premature release 02 03 -- 02 02 

Released on appeal -- 03 01 03 02 

Released on bail 34 23 15 10 24 

Pardons -- -- -- -- -- 

Transferred to other Jails 12 05 02 11 06 
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Jail Hospital 

A Dispensary is there inside the Special Sub-Jail, Boudh. One 

contractual part-time Assistant Surgeon has been appointed since 

09.08.2011 and a regular Pharmacist is also engaged to look after the health 

of inmates. In serious cases,   patient inmates are referred to the District 

Headquarters Hospital, Boudh and also to Circle Jail, Berhampur / 

Sambalpur / Cuttack for treatment at three Medical College and Hospitals.    

Jail School 

A regular teacher is appointed for imparting teaching to the inmates in 

the Special Sub-Jail, Boudh. A library is also available for reading purpose. 

Reading and writing materials are also supplied to the inmates for their 

education. For higher study at IGNOU and National Open School, the 

inmates of Special Sub-Jail, Boudh admitted to the IGNOU and National 

Open Center at Circle Jail, Berhampur. The inmates are provided study 

materials from the above study centers. And in the time of exam the inmates 

are sent to Circle Jail, Berhampur for appearing examination.  

Vocational Training 

There is a M.D. Unit is available at Special Sub-Jail, Boudh. Training is 

imparted to the inmates for weaving of prison clothes, bed sheets, gamchha, 

durry and asana. Besides, the inmates (convict prisoner) work in the Jail 

garden.  Five acres of land is there for cultivation of paddy and different 

kinds of vegetables. Thus the inmates get practical training in cultivation.  

Recreational Activity  

There is provision for recreational facility of the inmates in the Special 

Sub-Jail, Boudh. The inmates are allowed to stage drama and variety 

shows, to play musical instruments viz. Mrudunga, Tabla, Harmoniums, 

Kubuzi, Ramtali and to perform folk dance and sankirtan. The inmates 

celebrate special occasion like Holi, Deepavali, RathaYatra, Rahas Purnima, 

Rama Navami and Nuakhai performing Sankirtan, devotional songs and 

Bhajan Kirtan. There is provision for both indoor and out door games. The 

inmates are provided with indoor game materials viz. Ludo, Carom and 

Chess. For outdoor games, the inmates are also provided with Volley Ball. 

Besides that, one colour T.V. set has been provided to each ward of this Jail 

for their entrainment and awareness of the happenings of outside world. 

There is also a small library in this Jail to encourage the inmates to read 

books.  

Correctional Works 

In the Special Sub-Jail, Boudh the inmates vary in character and in 

nature of crime committed, in age, etc and accordingly they are kept 

separately. The undertirals are separated from convicts and habitual 
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offenders. The nature of treatment offered to the inmates of the jail is not 

deterrent as was the case during the feudatory rulers‘ regime. But it is 

reformative (correctional). The Jail aims at reforming the wrong doer, so as 

to make him fit to be assimilated in the main stream of society after release 

from Jail. Women inmates are kept separately and their privacy is strictly 

maintained. The inmates are allowed to have contact with their relatives and 

advocates through telephone and correspondence. But they have to pay the 

telephone charges.  

The convict inmates are granted furlough / parole as per their eligibility 

by the I.G. of Prisons and the Collector and District Magistrate respectively.  

The system of granting remission of a portion of prison term to the convict as 

a reward for good behavior acts as an encouragement to him to conduct in 

disciplined manner. Further, there is provision for inmates to make petitions 

to the Higher Authority with regards to their case affairs etc, and after 

conviction to file appeal at the next appellate court through District Legal 

Services Authority and State Legal Services Authority. 

Legal Aid  

The inmates of Special Sub-Jail, Boudh are provided legal aid through 

the District Legal Services Authority, Boudh. The District Legal Services 

Authority, Boudh has been appointed legal aid counselor and para legal 

volunteers (PLV) to look after the legal matters of the poor inmates who 

have no capacity to provide advocate and to solve other legal complicacy.    

Board of Visitors 

The Special Sub Jail, Boudh has a Board of Visitors which consists of 

three official members and three non official members. The District and 

Session Judge acts as the Chairman of the Board and the District 

Magistrate, and Superintendent of Police are other two official members of 

the Board of Visitor. The non official members of the Board of Visitors 

consist of three members including one female member, who are appointed 

by the District Magistrate for two year terms. The Board of Visitors meet 

quarterly. The members pay surprise visit and go round the Jail. They hear 

patiently to  the complaints made by the inmates of the Jail, look to the 

cleanliness and sanitary arrangements made in the Jail and food served to 

the prisoners .From  time to time, the members move to government to take 

steps to redress the grievance of the prisoners and to improve the condition 

of the Jail. 

Prison Welfare Officer 

The Prison Welfare Officer of the District Jail, Phulabani also acts as 

the Prison Welfare Officer of the Special Sub Jail, Boudh. He pays visit to 

the Special Sub Jail, Boudh once in every month and listens to the grievance 
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of the inmates and take necessary steps for the welfare activities of the 

inmates 

Probation Officer      

The District Probation Officer for the district is posted at Phulabani, in 

the district of Kandhamal. He chiefly looks after the prisoners placed under 

him by the court. He makes attempts to find out suitable employment 

opportunities for the probationers. Further, if necessary, and when ordered 

by the court, he, too, takes up preliminary inquiries into the environs of the 

under-trials with a view to determining the most appropriate methods to deal 

with them. 

Judiciary System in Boudh District 

History of District Court, Boudh  

Prior to Independence at various points of time, Rulers/Kings were 

enacting/formulating various Laws/Acts looking to the social and 

administrative need and accordingly Rule of Law was prevailing even in 

Ex-state regime. During British Rule, Boudh State was coming under the 

jurisdiction of Patna High Court. A separate Court Building of Boudh State 

was there. Ex-Rulers were dispensing justice to general public, both in 

Criminal and Civil matters. Even Circuit Bench of Patna High Court was 

functioning at Boudh. After Independence, Court of Munsif having Civil 

Jurisdiction for the entire undivided Phulbani District started functioning at 

Boudh. Prior to 1973 Amendment, criminal matters were being tried here 

by the SDO-cum-Executive Magistrate. Boudh was under Ganjam Sessions 

Division. District and Sessions Judge, Berahampur was holding camp 

Courts at Boudh for trial of various Sessions Trials. Subsequently it came 

under jurisdiction of Phulbani Sessions Division till establishment of separate 

Boudh Judgeship. 

The Composite Judgeship of Kandhamal-Boudh, Phulbani was merged 

with undivided judgeship of Ganjam-Berhampur on 11th August 1984. The 

Judgeship of Kandhamal-Boudh, Phulbani was separated from the said 

undivided judgeship and subsequently vide Govt. of Orissa Law Department 

Letter No.1712, dated17.02.2010 and in terms of Notification Letter No. 692, 

dated 03.10.2012 of the Hon‘ble High Court of Orissa, Cuttack, Boudh was 

separated from the composite judgeship of Kandhamal at Phulbani and from 

06.10.2012, the Judgeship of Boudh was created and Sri B.P Dutta was the 

1st District & Session Judge of Boudh Judgeship. At present there are 8  

Courts functioning in the Judgeship of Boudh out of which 7 are at 

headquarters and one at Kantamal.  
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Courts in Boudh Judgeship 

 The following courts are functioning in Boudh district at present: 

1-District & Session Judge Court, Boudh 

2-Additional Session Judge Court, Boudh 

3- Chief Judicial Magistrate Court, Boudh 

4-Civil Judge (Senior Division) Court, Boudh 

5-Special Track Court, Boudh 

6-Sub-Division Judicial Magistrate Court, Boudh 

7-Judicial Magistrate First Class Court, Boudh 

8- Judicial Magistrate First Class Court, Kantamal 

After separation of judiciary from the executive, the District 

Magistrate no longer tries criminal cases. Separate Judicial Magistrates 

have been posted to the district and they are functioning under the super-

vision of the District and Sessions Judge. The Sub- divisional Judicial 

Magistrates also function as Munsifs for their respective areas. The Sub 

Divisional Officers and the Sub-Divisional Magistrates, however, have been 

vested with powers to try offences under the Orissa Money Lenders Act and 

the Bonded Labour (Abolition) Act, 1976.    

The District of Boudh became a separate Judicial District with effect from  

06.10.2012  with headquarters at Boudh. Before that the Court of Additional 

District  & Sessions  Judge, Boudh  was functioning  at  Boudh with effect from 

25.03.2000. One court of Subordinate Judge had been opened on 

01.10.1982. The Presiding Officers of this Court was also empowered to act 

as Assistant Sessions Judge  

The District Judge as the head of Civil and Criminal Justice of the 

Judgeship has been empowered to try sessions cases, original civil suits, to 

hear civil and criminal appeals and revisions. As the Motor Accident Claims 

Tribunal, he also tries motor accident cases.   

The Sub-Judge stands empowered to deal with session‘s cases and 

civil suits and hears civil and criminal appeals against the judgments of lower 

courts which are vested with powers to dispose of cases under certain 

sections of the Indian Succession Act, 1925, the Land Acquisition Act, 1824, 

the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, the Guardian and Warders Act, 1890 

and the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. 

Criminal cases include offences within the purview of the Indian Penal 

Code and other penal laws like the Excise Act, the Motor Vehicle Act, the 

Cattle Trespass Act, the Untouchability Act, the Police Act, the Arms Act, 

etc., and Miscellaneous Proceedings U/Ss. 144,145 and 107 of the Criminal 
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Procedure Code. Before separation of Judiciary from the Executive, such the 

cases except session cases were being tried by the Executive Magistrates. 

The District Magistrate was at the helm of affairs.   

The Sessions Division is headed by the District and Sessions Judge, 

Boudh.  At present, the Court of District Judge besides that of Additional 

District Judge are functioning in this.  The District Judge, Boudh is also 

designated as 1
st
 MACT, Boudh to try MACT Cases. Similarly the Additional 

District Judge, Boudh has also been designated as 3
rd

 MACT to try and 

dispose of Motor Accident Claim Cases. The District & Sessions Judge, 

Boudh has also been vested with powers of Special Judge, Boudh to try and 

dispose of cases under Special Acts including Prevention of Children from 

Sexual Offences Act.  

The court of C.J.M., Boudh and Civil Judge (S.D.), Boudh has been 

functioning since 10.04.1995, being vested with the powers of Asst. 

Sessions Judge. A  Special Fast Track court is also functioning in the district 

head quarters to try cases involving offences U/s.376 of IPC.  

In Civil side, one Court of Sr. Civil Judge has been established in 

Boudh Judgeship with headquarter at Boudh. Similarly two Courts of Junior 

Civil Judge courts are functioning in the Judgeship to exclusively deal with 

civil cases- one at Boudh Sadar and another at Kantamal. The pecuniary 

jurisdiction of Senior Civil Judge Courts is above Rs.50,000/- while such 

jurisdiction of Junior Civil Judge is  upto Rs.50,000/-. 

Besides, at present two Magisterial Courts including the court of SDJM, 

Boudh are running in the District to exclusively try and dispose of criminal 

cases. At Kantamal, one criminal court is running to deal with criminal cases 

exclusively.   The S.D.J.M., Boudh, J.M.F.C., Kantamal have cognizance 

taking power.      

No Family Court is functioning in the District Headquarters at Boudh.  

Legal Services Authority 

Apart from the above, the office of the District Legal Services Authority, 

Boudh is functioning under the Chairmanship of District Judge, Boudh. An 

Officer in the cadre of Senior Civil Judge is working as Secretary, District 

Legal Services Authority, Boudh.  The main objective of the District Legal 

Service, Boudh is to spread the legal awareness in the minds of bonafide 

litigants and to promote their knowledge about the legal aid facilities 

extended by the Government.     

Bar Association  

The District Bar Association, Boudh was established in the year 1950.  

For the purpose of effective judicial functioning and to assist in the 
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dispensing of justice, pleaders rendered service in Boudh even before 

independence. Prior to enactment of Advocates Act, 1962, a regular Bar 

Association was formed in the year 1950 when Late Natabar Pradhan, 

first Law Graduate of Boudh, started his legal practice in Boudh court. He 

became the first President of the Bar Association. After enactment of the 

new law, the pleaders functioning earlier become advocates and thereafter 

regular advocates joined the Bar. Subsequently, a separate Bar 

Association Office was established in the Court premises.  

In political field, members of Boudh Bar Association have reached the 

top positions. Late Natabar Pradhan became the MLA of Boudh three times 

and was a Cabinet Minister, holding important portfolios, in the Ministry of 

both R.N.Singh Deo and Nilamani Routaray. Late Himanshu Sekhar Padhi, 

member-Advocate, become MLA of Boudh thrice and was Deputy Minister 

and Deputy Speaker.  S.N.Dalal was elected twice as MLA of Boudh and 

was also elected as the Leader of Opposition. The present Minister of 

Finance and Public Enterprises, Pradeep Kumar Amat, has been a member 

of Boudh Bar Association and was in legal practice here. He was President 

of Bar Association (District Bar Association after creation of separate 

District) at the time of his election as MLA for the first time.  

Juvenile Justice Board 

A juvenile Justice Board is functioning in Boudh District. Chief Judicial 

Magistrate, Boudh is the Principal Magistrate of the juvenile  Justice Board  .  

Police Stations under the jurisdiction of Judicial Magistrate 

The following Police Stations are functioning at present under the 

jurisdiction of Sub Divisional Judicial Magistrates in the district: 

Sub Divisional Judicial Magistrate, Boudh: 

1. Boudh Police Station 

2. Baunsuni Police Station 

3. Purunakatak Police Station 

4. Harabhanga Police Station 

5. Spl. Energy South Co. Police Station 

 Judicial Magistrate First Class, Kantamal: 

1. Manamunda  Police Station 

2. Kantamal  Police Station 
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Courtwise Pendency of Different Cases in the Judgeship of Boudh (As 

on 30.09.2014): 

Name of 

the Officer 

with 

Designation 

& Station 

CIVIL CRIMINAL 

Civil  

Suits 

Civil 

Appl 

Misc. 

Appl. 

Civil 

Rvn 

MACT MJC/ 

Spl/ 

Act 

Exn./ 

Others 

Total SESS Crl. 

Appl. 

Cro. 

Rvn 

Crl. 

Misc 

Spl. 

Act./ 

Others 

PC 

Act 

Juvenl Gen 

File 

Trial 

File 

Total 

1.Dist & 

Session 

Judge, 

Boudh 

0 37 1 1 50 9 22 120 64 1 3 18 117 0 0 0 0 203 

2. Addl. 

Dist. & 

Sessions 

Judge, 

Boudh 

0 1 3 0 0 0 0 4 34 8 2 0 36 0 0 0 0 80 

3. C.J.M –

cum-Asst. 

Sessions 

Judge, 

Boudh 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 0 48 113 

4. Register-

cum-S.T.C, 

Boudh 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 

5. Civil 

Judge 

(SD), 

Boudh 

184 0 0 0 0 32 23 239 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

6. C.J. 

(J.D)-cum-

S.D.J.M, 

Boudh 

16 0 0 0 0 5 19 40 0 0 0 0 0 0  2135 282 2417 

7. C.J. 

(J.D)-cum-

J.M.F.C, 

Kantamal 

26 0 0 0 0 4 6 36 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1182 742 1924 

8. A.D.J. 

Boudh on 

training as 

J.M.F.C, 

Boudh 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  5 

G. Total 226 38 4 1 50 50 70 439 133 9 5 18 153 0 37 3317 1077 4749 

Family 

Court 
Total Civil Cases  Total Criminal Cases  

Source- Website of Boudh District Court 
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Consumer Protection  

The Consumer Protection Act provides for better protection of  the 

interests of consumers and for that purpose there is a provision for 

establishment of Consumer Councils and other authorities to settle  

Consumer disputes and for matters connected thereof. The Act seeks, inter 

alia, to promote and protect the rights of consumers such as: 

a) The right to be protected against marketing of  goods which are 

hazardous to life and property; 

b) The right to be informed about the quality, quantity, potency, purity, 

standard and price of goods to protect the consumer against unfair 

trade practices; 

c) The right to be assured, wherever possible, access to an authority of 

goods at   competitive prices; 

d) The right to be heard and to be assured that consumers interests will 

receive due consideration at appropriate forums; 

e) The right to seek redressal against unfair trade practices or 

unscrupulous exploitation  of consumers; and 

f)  Right to consumer education 

 These objects are sought to be promoted and protected by the 

Consumer Protection Council to be established at the Central and State 

level. 

The Act envisages a Three-tier Quasi-judicial machinery at the 

National, State and District Levels. 

a) National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission, known as 

National Commission. 

b) State Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission-known as State 

Commission. 

c) District Consumer Disputes Redressal Forums, known as District 

Forum. 

Establishment of District Consumer Disputes Redressal Forum, Boudh 

In the year 1996, State Govt. of Odisha issued a notification for opening  

of District Consumer Forum, and accordingly  the District Forum, Boudh was 

opened in a rented building. The District Consumer Forum has been 

celebrating two functions every year for awareness of Consumers. On the 

15
th
 March and 24th December the World Consumer Rights Day and 

National Consumer Day respectively are being celebrated every year.  
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Besides, one Consumer Counseling Centre has been set up in the Office 

premises. 

Fire Service 

The District of Boudh had no Fire Station until 1966. One ―C‖ class Fire 

Station was established in 2
nd

 February, 1972 at Boudh. At present, there 

are four fire stations in the district, one each at Boudh, Baunsuni, Kantamal 

and Charichhack. The statement given below indicates the number of fire 

calls attended by these fire stations and the losses and recoveries there 

during this year ending 2015. 

The Statistics of SS Call for last 3 years and Current year up to date 

are furnished below: 

Boudh 

Year Total no. of 
Service call 
attended 

Human life 
lost 

Human life 
saved 

Cattle life 
lost 

Cattle life 
saved 

2012 58 04 54 Nil 210 

2013 64 05 60 Nil 20 

2014 74 02 49 Nil 24 

2015 40 04 11 Nil 23 

 

Year Total no of Fire 

Call attended 

Property Lost Property Saved Cattle life 

lost 

2012 36 Rs. 11,68,880/- Rs. 30,68,000/- Nil 

2013 72 Rs. 12,73,500/- Rs. 25,26,500/- Nil 

2014 127 Rs. 13,79,500/- Rs. 38,29,000/- Nil 

2015 up to 

date 

70 Rs. 11,95,000/- Rs. 35,29,000/- Nil 

 

Baunsuni 

The Statistics of Fire Call for last 3 years and up to date are given below: 

Fire Call: 

Year Total no 
of Fire 
Call 

attended 

Property Lost Property Saved Human 
Life 
Cattle life 
lost 

Human 
Life 
Cattle 
life 
saved 

2012 47 Rs. 35,55,000/- Rs. 91,75,000/- 17 02 

2013 48 Rs. 9,26,000/- Rs. 36,78,000/- Nil 01 

2014 89 Rs. 8,60,300/- Rs. 39,85,000/- Nil Nil 

2015 up to 
date 

66 Rs. 8,10,000/- Rs. 35,70,000/- Nil Nil 
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 The Statistics of Special Service Call for last 3 years and up to date are 

given below: 

 

Special Service Call: 

Year Nos. of SPL 

Service Call 

attend 

Human Life 

lost 

Human Life 

saved 

Cattle Life 

lost 

Cattle Life 

saved 

2012 23 05 27 Nil 06 

2013 43 01 48 Nil 06 

2014 77 Nil 84 Nil 08 

2015 up to 

date 

48 Nil 70 Nil 08 

 

Kantamal 

The Statistics of Fire Call for last 3 years and up to date are given 

below: 

 

Fire Call: 

Year Total no of Fire Call 
attended 

Property Lost Property Saved 

2012 50 Rs. 6,05,000/- Rs. 13,51,500/- 

2013 65 Rs. 9,98,000/- Rs. 14,05,000/- 

2014 56 Rs. 7,37,300/- Rs. 14,87,000/- 

2015 up to date 31 Rs. 4,13,500/- Rs. 08,45,000/- 

 

The Statistics of Special Service Call for last 3 years and up to date are 

given below: 

 

Special Service Call: 

Year Nos. of SPL 
Service Call 

attend 

Human 
Life lost 

Human Life 
saved 

Cattle Life 
lost 

Cattle Life 
saved 

2012 09 Nil Nil Nil 07 

2013 13 Nil 22 Nil 05 

2014 14 Nil Nil 05 09 

2015 up to 
date 

10 Nil Nil Nil 07 
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Charichhak 

The Statistics of Fire Call for last 3 years and up to date are given 

below: 
Fire Call: 

Year Total no of Fire Call 

attended 

Property Lost Property Saved 

2012 37 Rs.26,79,500/- Rs. 50,00,000/- 

2013 36 Rs. 12,17,000/- Rs. 17,66,000/- 

2014 45 Rs. 12,05.500/- Rs. 26,38,000/- 

2015 up to date 32 Rs. 02,49,000/- Rs. 05,88,000/- 

 

The Statistics of Special Service Call for last 3 years and up to date 

are given below: 

 
Special Service Call: 

Year Nos. of SPL 

Service Call 

attend 

Human Life lost Human Life 

saved 

Cattle Life 

lost 

Cattle 

Life 

saved 

2012 14 02 05 Nil 01 

2013 29 04 36 01 08 

2014 31 02 60 Nil 09 

    2015 up 

to date 

20 02 17 Nil 02 

 

 

 

 

  



222 
 

CHAPTER-XI 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 

Urban Local Body 

Boudhgarh NAC 

Boudhgarh Notified Area Council is the only urban local body in Boudh 

district. The headquarter of ex-princely state of Boudh was located at 

Boudhgarh. After merger of the feudatory state with the Province of Orissa in 

1948, Boudhgarh township was covered up under Gram Panchayat till 1961.  

Boudhgarh was proclaimed as a Notified Area Council on 30.08.1961 vide 

Notification No 8146 dated 30.08.1961 of erstwhile Department of Health 

and Local Self Government, Government of Odisha. The Boudhgarh NAC 

consists of 4. Revenue villages namely, Boudhgarh, Boudhgarh Nazul, 

Marjakud and Mahanadi (uninhabitant).The local area of Boudhgarh NAC is 

20.08sq kms and its population is 20536 as per 2011 census. In the year 

1961, the population of this NAC was 7,359. First there were only 8 wards. 

At present the number of wards has increased to 17.  

Boudhgarh NAC started functioning in 1961 under the Chairmanship of 

the then Sub-divisional Officer(Civil),Boudh till 20.12.1662..The first elected 

Chairman late Maheswar Mahakul, Advocate,  held the office from 

21.12.1962 to 22.08.1967. The demographic composition of the NAC 

Boudhgarh as per 2011 census is as follows: 

Town Name Baudhgarh (NAC) 

Total   Households  4559 

Total Population of Town 20424 

Total Male Population of Town 10492 

Total Female Population of Town 9932 

Total Scheduled Castes Population of Town 5496 

Total Scheduled Castes  Male Population of Town 2804 

Total Scheduled Castes  Female Population of Town 2692 

Total Scheduled Tribes Population of Town 497 

Total Scheduled Tribes  Male Population of Town 270 

Total Scheduled Tribes  Female Population of Town 227 

Source of Income of Boudhgarh NAC 

The main own source of income of  Boudhgarh NAC are Holding Tax, 

Light Tax, Water Tax, Daily Market Fees, Shop Room rent, Hire charges of 

Town Hall, Kalyan Mandap, Jatri Nivas, building plan fees and 

miscellaneous  service charge. However, this NAC depends upon State 
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Government and Central Government grants for the infrastructure 

development work. 

The total income and expenditure of the local body including 

Government grant for the last 3years are stated below. 

Year Income Expenditure 

 Own source of 
income 

Govt Grant Total  

2012-13 42,14,697/- 6,54,57,799/- 6,96,72,496/- 5,78,75,174/- 

2013-14 41,57,621/- 7,42,51,499/- 7,84,09,070/- 6,07,04,965/- 

2014-15 49,79,791/- 4,78,66,723/- 5,28,46,514/- 8,73,80,130/- 

 Development Works of Boudhgarh NAC 

The infrastructure development work such as road construction and 

construction of drain is going on every year This NAC is maintaining 

following types of roads and drains as detailed below: 

Particular Length in km 

BT  CC  Metal  unmetal   Earthen        Total 

Road 7206 23912 547 153 3704 35.522  

Drain  46.946  10.660  55.606 

Recreation  

Public Recreation Centires 

For public recreation, this NAC maintain two parks i.e. Mahanadi Vihar 

Park and Buddha Park. Besides this, the NAC   maintains one Kalyan 

Mandap, one Town Hall, Bhikari Kalamandap and a Jatri Nibas for public 

convenience. 

Street Light System in Town Area 

Following types of street light fittings are provided in Boudhgarh town 

area. 

1. High Mast Light- 4nos 

2. Semi High Mast- 9nos 

3. 4X24 wt T-5 fitting- 322nos 

4. 2X36wt CFL Fitting- 108nos 

5. 1X36w CFL fitting- 102nos 

6. S.V fitting-  336nos 
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Water Supply 

Piped water supply to Boudhgarh town is being operated by the Public 

Health Development. Out of 4,650 households, pipe water house 

connections have been provided to 1,480 households by the P.H.D. 

Moreover, 175 stand posts    and 205 tube wells have been provided for safe 

drinking water by NAC for the urban poor. Besides, NAC has procured 5 

water tankers to provide safe drinking water to people in water scarcity 

areas. 

Sanitation 

The day to day sanitation work is being done by NAC with the help of 2   

Zemadars, 60 sweeping workers. But solid waste management system has 

not been improved due to non-availability of suitable government land 

Rural Local Bodies 

Zilla Parishad 

In the 3 Tier Panchayati Raj System, Zilla Parishad is the apex body to 

plan, prepare and formulate and approve programmes/projects for their 

implementation in the entire district except the urban areas. Zilla Parishad 

also monitors implementation of different schemes funded by the State Govt. 

as well as Central Govt. 

Brief History and Back Ground of its Establishment 

     Though Zilla Parishad Act came into force in the year 1961, powers were 

further decentralized into 3 tire structure (ZP, PS and GP) with elected 

bodies at each stage. The Zilla Parishad body created in 1961 was replaced 

by the District Advisory Council in Nov 1970 which was succeeded by an 

Advisory Council subsequently. The Council was again replaced by another 

body called District Development Advisory Board which was renamed as 

District Development Board. Which Collector of the district was the notified 

as the Pro Vice Chairman; the Mister of State in charge of the district 

became the Chairman of the said Board by default. Member of Parliament 

representing the district was notified as the pro Chairman while RDC was 

made the Vice Chairman of the DDB. This structure continued till 1996.  

Present Status 

After the 73
rd

 constitutional amendment and subsequent legal changes 

in the State laws, Zilla Parishad Boudh is an elected body with a fixed tenure 

of five years. President and Vice President are elected by the 9 Zilla 

Parishad members. All the district level officers of Line Departments are ex-

officio members of Standing Committees of the Zilla Parishad. There are 7 
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Standing Committees with specified mandate. Collector and District 

Magistrate functions as the Chief Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad.  

Panchayat Samiti and Gram Panchayats 

There are three Panchayat Samities in Boudh district, namely, Boudh, 

Harabhanga and Kantamal. While the Panchayat Samities consist of elected 

members, BDO functions as the Chief Executive Officer of the Panchayat 

Samiti. The Panchayat Samities comprise 63 Gram Panchayats as follows: 

Boudh Panchayat Samiti/ G.P. 

Ainlapali G.P. 

 Ainlapali Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 09 villages with 14  Wards. The office beares of the Panchayat 

include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch and 13 Ward Members who were elected 

in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5442 out of which S.C, 

1529 S.T. 10 & O.C.3903.The Gram Panchayat is 28 km.distance from 

Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.61, 440/- & Rs.4, 

42,690/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There 

are 07 Primary. Schools & 01 High School is running under School & 

Mass.Education Department.  

 Ambajhari G.P. 

 Ambajhari Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 42 villages with15 P Wards. The Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch and 

14 Ward Members constitute Panchayat executive. The current members 

were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5852 out 

of which S.C, 1031 S.T. 3227 & O.C.1594.The Gram Panchayat is 45 

Km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs19, 

660/- & Rs.4, 46,637/- is received from Government sources for the year 

2014-15.There are 20 Primary Schools are running under S & 

M.E.Department  A weekly market sits  at Khajuripada on Tuesday. 

Badhigoan G.P. 

Badhigoan Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 11 villages with15 Wards. The office bearers of the Panchayat 

include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch and 14 Ward Members, who  were 

elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 6916 out of 

which S.C, 1165 S.T. 230 & O.C.5521.The Gram Panchayat is 06 

Km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.12, 

600/- & Rs.4, 26,634/- is received from Government sources for the year 

2014-15.There are 09 Primary Schools and 01  High School functioning 

under School & M.E. Department  
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Baghiapada G.P. 

Baghiapada Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 19 villages with 14 Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarpanch, 

Naib-Sarpanch and 13 Ward Members as its office bearers. Which are 

Elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 7261 out of 

which S.C, 2200 S.T. 1163 & O.C.3898.The Gram Panchayat is at 20 

km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.50, 

100/- & Rs.4, 44,551/- is received from Government sources for the year 

2014-15.There are 17and. Schools & 01 High School is running under S & 

M.E.Department A weekly market sits at Baghiapada on Wednesday. The 

place is famous for GupteswarMahadevTemple at near Khaliapali village. 

Jawahar Navadoya Bidyalaya, Krushi Bigyan Kendra and one Government 

Polytechnique  are situated.  

 Bahira G.P. 

Bahira Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. consists 

of 11 villages with 13 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, Naib-

Srapanch & 12 Ward Members. Which are Elected in PRI Election,2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 7057 out of which S.C, 2463 S.T. 86 & 

O.C.4508.The Gram Panchayat is 25 Km.distance from Block headquarters. 

The own income of G.P. is Rs.33, 210/- & Rs.4, 41,931/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 09 Primary Schools & 

01  High School is running under S & M.E.Department  

Baunsuni G.P. 

Baunsuni Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 09 villages and 13 Wards. The office bearers of Panchayat 

include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch & 12 Ward Members. Which are Elected 

in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 7205 out of which S.C, 

2265 S.T. 174 & O.C.4766.The Gram Panchayat is lacted at a distance of  

30 km. from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.1, 34,270/- & 

Rs.4, 42,020/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-

15.There are 07 Primary Schools & 02 High School running under S & M.E 

.Department.  

One private Women‘s College namely Maa Maheswari, Junior College 

and one Degree College at Baunsuni G.P. are functioning.  

Brahmanipali G.P.  

Brahmanipali Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 23 villages with 14 Wards. The office bearers of the Panchayat 

include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch & 13 Ward Members, who were elected in 

PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5286 out of which S.C, 

1180 S.T. 970 & O.C.3136.The Gram Panchayat is 30 km.distance from 
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Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.2,610/- & Rs.4,42,726/- 

is received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  14 

Primary Schools and 01 High School running under S & M.E. Department  

Gochhapada G.P. 

Gochhapada Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 22 villages with 14  Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 13 Primary Ward Members. Which are Elected in PRI 

Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 6136 out of which S.C, 1048 

S.T. 694 & O.C.4394.The Gram Panchayat is 30 Km.distance from Block 

headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.32, 870/- & Rs.4, 44,240/- is 

received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 12 

Primary Schools & 01 High School running under S & M.E. Department  

Gundulia G.P. 

Gundulia Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 32 villages with 17  Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 16 Ward Members. Which are Elected in PRI 

Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 6237 out of which S.C, 1062 

S.T. 2179 & O.C.2996.The Gram Panchayat is 50 km.distance from Block 

headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.40, 270/- & Rs.4, 51,949/- is 

received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 15 

Primary Schools and 01 High School running under S & M.E.Department  

Khuntabandha G.P. 

Khuntabandha Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 13 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 11 Ward Members, whwe are elected in PRI Election, 

2012. The total population of G.P. is 6510 out of which S.C, 1792 S.T. 10 & 

O.C.4708.The Gram Panchayat is 15 Km.distance from Block headquarters. 

The own income of G.P. is Rs.48, 130/- & Rs.4, 39,265/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 12 Primary. Schools 

and 01 High School functioning under S & M.E.Deptartment One Private 

College, namely Gandharadi, Junior College at Janhapank is running under 

Director, Higher Education, Odisha. A weekly Market is situated at 

Khuntabandha. The place is famous for the temples dedicated to Lord Siva 

and Lord Hanuman.  

Laxmiprasad G.P. 

Laxmiprasad Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 13 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarpanch, 

Naib-Sarpanch & 11 Primary Ward Members. Which are elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5912 out of which S.C, 1287 

S.T. 51& O.C.4574.The Gram Panchayat is 15 Km.distance from Block 
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headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.57, 260/-& Rs.4, 39,157/-is 

received from Governmentsources for the year 2014-15.  There are 05 

Primary. Schools and 01 High School functioning under S & M.E.Department  

Manupali G.P. 

Manupali Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 24 villages with 19 Primary Wards. The Panchayat having 

Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 18 Ward Members. Which are Elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 11085 out of which S.C, 2731 

S.T. 770 & O.C.7584.The Gram Panchayat is 40 Km.distance from Block 

headquarters.A Weekly market at Gudguda on Wednesday.  The own 

income of G.P. is Rs.1, 29,250/-& Rs.4, 32,693/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 20 Primary. Schools 

and 01 High School functioning under S&ME Department. Village 

Rusibandha is famous for Chudakhai Yatra in the month of Margasira. 

Mundapada G.P. 

Manupali Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 09 villages with 13 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 12 Primary Ward Members. Which are Elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5797 out of which S.C, 1276 

S.T. 454 & O.C.4067.The Gram Panchayat is 25 Km.distance from Block 

headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.31, 350/- & Rs.4, 41,732/- is 

received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 09 

Primary. Schools and 02 High School  running under S & M.E.Department.  

Mundiapadar G.P. 

Mundipadar Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 12 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarpanch, 

Naib-Sarpanch and 11 Ward Members, who were elected in PRI Election, 

2012. The total population of G.P. is 6702 out of which S.C, 1552 S.T. 33 & 

O.C.5117.The Gram Panchayat is 22 Km.distance from Block headquarters. 

The own income of G.P. is Rs.10, 800/- & Rs.4, 39,334/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 10 Primary. Schools 

and 01 High School functioning under S & M.E. Department  

Mursundhi G.P. 

Mursundhi Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 11 villages with 15 Wards. The elected office beares of the 

Panchayat include Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch and 14 Ward Members who 

were elect in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 7326 out of 

which S.C, 1388  S.T. 77 & O.C.5861.The Gram Panchayat is at a distance 

of 05 km. from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.17, 100/- 

& Rs.4, 36,958/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-
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15.There are 10 Primary. Schools and 01. High School running under S & 

M.E.Department  

Padmanpur G.P. 

Padmanpur Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 10 villages and 14 Wards. The elected office bearers of the 

Panchayat include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch with 13 P Ward Members. 

Which are elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5941 

out of which S.C, 1710 S.T. 3 & O.C.4228.The Gram Panchayat is 18 

Km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.6, 

600/- & Rs.4, 44,204/- is received from Government sources for the year 

2014-15.There are 10 Primary Schools and 01  High School running under S 

& M.E. Department  

Roxa G.P. 

 Roxa Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. consists 

of 26 villages with 21 Wards. The office bearers of the Panchayat include 

Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch amnd 20 Ward Members, who were elected in 

PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 11145 out of which S.C, 

2652 S.T. 633 & O.C.7860.The Gram Panchayat is 38 Km.distance from 

Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.94, 780/- & Rs.4, 

63,622/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There 

are  19 Primary. Schools and 01 High School  running under S & M.E. 

Department One Private Women‘s College namely Jeevan Vikash, Junior   

College, Dahya is running under Director, Higher Education, Odisha.  

Sagada G.P. 

Sagada Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. consists 

of 42 villages with 17 Wards. The elected office beaers of the  Panchayat 

include  Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch and 16 Ward Members. Which are 

Elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 6921 out of 

which S.C, 1129 S.T. 2373 & O.C.3419.The Gram Panchayat is 

60.km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is Rs.13, 

800/- & Rs4, 52,141/- is received from Government sources for the year 

2014-15.There are 09 Primary. Schools and 01 High School running under S 

& M.E.Department.  The G.P. is famous for Bagha Barrage. 

Talasarada G.P. 

Talasarada Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 13 villages with 15  Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 14 Ward Members. Who were elected in PRI Election, 

2012. The total population of G.P. is 7785 out of which S.C, 1829 S.T. 111 & 

O.C.5845.The Gram Panchayat is 20 Km.distance from Block headquarters. 

The own income of G.P. is Rs.97, 350/- & Rs.4, 47,138/- is received from 
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Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are 11 Primary. Schools 

and 01. High School  running under S & M.E.Department  

Telibandha G.P. 

Telibandha Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 11 villages and 14 Wards. The elected office beares of the 

Panchayat include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch with 13 Primary Ward 

Members who were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of 

G.P. is 6776 out of which S.C, 1898 S.T. 132 & O.C.4746.The Gram 

Panchayat is at a distance of 20.km. from Block headquarters. The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.22,700/-  & Rs.4,44,494/- is received from Government 

sources for the year 2014-15.There are  11 Primary Schools and 01  High 

School  running under S & M.E.Department  

Tikarapada G.P. 

Tikaraada Gram Panchayat comes under Boudh Block. The G.P. 

consists of 28 villages and 13 Wards. The office beares of the Panchayat 

include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch with 12 Primary Ward Members. Which 

are Elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is  6244 out of 

which S.C, 1448  S.T. 3301 & O.C.1495.The Gram Panchayat is 30 

km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of G.P. is  

Rs.11,600/-  & Rs.3,23,138/- is received from Government sources for the 

year 2014-15.There are  15 Primary. Schools & 01 High School running 

under S & M.E. Department  

Kantamal Block 

Ambagoan G.P. 

Ambagoan Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 5  villages with 11  Wards. The elected office bearers of the 

Panchayat include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch & 10 Primary Ward Members 

elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5142 out of 

which S.C, 960 S.T. 1018 & O.C.3164.The area of Gram Panchayat is 25 

sq.km. and  22 km.distance from Block headquarters. The own income of 

G.P. is  Rs.10,500/- & Rs.4,36,226/- is received from Government sources 

for the year 2014-15.There are  6 Primary. Schools  and 1 High School  

running under S & M.E.Department A Weekly Market is running on Tuesday 

at Ambagoan G.P.The G.P. is famous for Lord jagannath Temple. 

Baragoan G.P. 

Baragoan Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists  of 36 villages with 17 Wards. The  Sarpanch,  Naib-Sarpanch and 

16 Ward Members, who were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total 

population of G.P. is 8836 out of S.C, 1278 S.T. 2605 & O.C.4953.The  area 
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of Gram Panchayat is 10 sq.km.& 14 km.distance from Block 

headquarters.A Weekly Market is running at Baragoan on Tuesday.The 

income of Tanks Rs.16,690/- Rs.4,29,599/- is received  from Government 

source for the year 2014-15. There are 24 Primary Schools and 1 High 

School  running under SC & ST Development Department.  

Baragochha G.P. 

Baragochha Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 24  villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarapanch,  

Naib-Srapanch and 11  Ward Members who were elected in PRI Election, 

2012. The total population of G.P. is 5759 out of S.C, 946 S.T. 1627 & 

O.C.3186. The area of the Gram Panchayat is 10 sq.km. and 45 km.distance 

from Block headquarters. The income of Tanks Rs.2,500/-&Rs.4,39,148/- 

received from Governmentsource for the year 2014-15. There are 12 

Primary Schools  running under S&M.E. Department There is also a Seva 

Ashram at Baragochha running under Welfare Department 

Bilaspur G.P. 

Bilaspur Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 24 villages with 16 Wards. The Panchyat having Sarapanch,  

Naib-Srapanch & 15 Ward Members are Elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 7286 out of S.C, 2111 S.T. 364 & O.C.4811.The  

area of Gram Panchayat is 9 sq.km.& 35 km.distance from Block 

headquarters.The income of Tanks Rs.1,605/- & Rs.4,49,146/- received from 

Government source  for the year 2014-15. There is 15 Primary .Schools & 1  

High School is running under S&ME Department  

Dapala G.P. 

Dapala Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 5 villages with 13 Wards. The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 12 Ward Members are elected in PRI Election, 2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 6461 out of S.C, 1301 S.T. 689 & 

O.C.4471.The  area of Gram Panchayat is 100 Sq.Km& 25 Km.distance 

from Block headquarters.A weekly Market is running at Dapala on 

Wednesday.The income of Tanks Rs.41, 000/-&Rs.4,41,714/- received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15. There is 10 Primary Primary 

Schools & 01  High School is running under S&ME Department  

Ghantapada G.P. 

Ghantapada Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 18 villages with 15 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 14 Ward Members were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 8715 out of S.C, 1251 S.T. 1251 & O.C.5898.The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 66 Sq.Km.& 18 Km.distance from Block 
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headquarters. The income of Tanks Rs.54,900/-& Rs.4,47,359/-from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.A weekly market is running at 

Ghantapada on Wednesday. There are 14 Primary Schools and 01 High 

School functioning under S&ME Department. One Junior College namely 

T.K.S.M.R.G. is situated at Ghantapada under Director,Higher Education, 

Odisha. There is a Government New Primary Health Centre at Ghantapada. 

There is a Ferry Ghat named Samaleswari Ferry Ghat at Ghantapada which 

is running on the water body of river Tel.There is a Police Out post at 

Ghantapada.  

Gheekundi G.P. 

Gheekundi Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 9 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 11 Ward Members were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 3523 out of S.C, 781 S.T. 118 & O.C.2624.The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 50 sq.km. & 24 km.distance from Block 

headquarters. The income of Tanks Rs.6855/-& Rs.4, 38,439/- received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15. There are 7 Primary Schools & 

01 High School running under S&ME Department The G.P. is famous a 

Jagannath Temple at village Ambagahana.   

Gudvelipadar G.P. 

Gudvelipadar Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of  10 villages with 16 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 15 Ward Members are elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 5069 out of S.C, 1399 S.T. 142 & O.C.3528. The  

area of Gram  

Panchayat is 20 sq.km.& 35 km.distance from Block headquarters. The 

income of Tanks Rs. Nil &Rs.4,27,342/- from Government sources for the 

year 2014-15.There is 10 Primary Primary. Schools & 01  High School s 

running under S&ME Department. The place is famous for Lord Siva Temple 

at village Dangajhole,which is 3km.distant from GP headquarters.  

Jogindrapur G.P. 

 Jogindrapur Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 13 villages with 11 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 10. Ward Members are elected in PRI Election, 2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 4734 out of S.C, 1166 S.T. 337 & O.C.3231. 

The area of Gram Panchayat is 8 sq.km. The income of Tanks Rs.42, 500/- 

&Rs.4,24,804/- received from  from Government sources for the year 2014-

15. There are 09  Primary. Schools and 01 High School functioning under 

S&ME Department. Solar Power Plant is situated near the village Guhipita. 

  



233 
 

Kantamal G.P. 

  Kantamal Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 11 villages with 14 Wards. The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 13 Ward Members are Elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 7296 out of S.C, 1508 S.T. 505 & O.C.5283. The  

area of Gram Panchayat is 16 Sq.Km.The income of  Tanks Rs.1,90,060/-& 

Rs.4,44,604/- from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There is 09  

Primary.Schools and 01  High School  running under S&ME Department. 

One Panchayat Junior College & One Degree College situated at Kantamal 

G.P. is run by Directror,Higher Education,Orissa.A Weekly Market is running 

at Kantamal on Friday. The place  is famous Lord Kusleswar Temple.There 

are 3 Ferry Ghats namely Udepur,Badachhapapali and Kantamal running on 

the water body of river Tel. There is a Government Community Health 

Centre at Kantamal. There is a Police Station, Kantamal.  

Khaliapali G.P. 

  Khaliapali Gram Panchayat Comes Under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 11 villages with 11 Wards. The  Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch and 

10 Ward Members, who were  elected in PRI Election, 2012, constitute the 

Panchayat executive.. The total population of G.P. is 3416 out of S.C, 490 

S.T. 420 & O.C.2506. The area of Gram Panchayat is 16 sq.km.and 01 km. 

distance from Block headquarters. The income from Tanks Rs.34,825/- 

&Rs.4,35,872/- received  from Government sources for the year 2014-15. 

There are 04 Primary.Schools and 01  High School  running under  S& ME 

Department The place is famous for Lord Gupteswar. There are 2 nos of 

Ferry Ghat namely Baradipadar and Tikiripada running in the water body of 

river Tel. The Model School is under construction at Ainlachua. 

Kultajore G.P. 

Kultajore Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 12 villages with 15 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 14 Ward Members were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 7595 out of S.C, 1225 S.T. 2153 & O.C.4217. The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 60 sq.km. and the GP is located at a distance of  

22 km. from Block headquaters. The income of Tanks Rs.25480/-& 

Rs.4,24,665/- received  from Government sources  for the year 2014-15. 

There are 11 Primary.Schools and 01  High School  running under S&ME 

Department There are 04 Ferry Ghat namely Barapadar, Taparna, Fased & 

Chhapara running on the water body of river Tel. 

Khamanmunda G.P. 

Khamanmunda Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The 

G.P. consists of 11 villages with 11. Wards.The Panchayat having 
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Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 10 Primary Ward Members are Elecated in 

PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 4996 out of S.C, 585 S.T. 

1277 & O.C.3134. The area of Gram Panchayat is 25 Sq.Km.27 

Km.distance of Block headquarters.The income of Tanks Rs.20600/- 

&Rs.4,20,838/- received from Government sources for the year 2014-15. 

There are 11 Primary Schools imparting education under S&ME 

Department. There is a Ferry Ghat at Deogaon running on the water body of 

river Khadag. 

Khuntigora G.P. 

Khuntigora Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of  11 villages with 11 Wards.The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 10 Ward Members are nominated in PRI Election, 2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 4912 out of S.C, 761 S.T. 1770 & O.C.2381. 

The area of Gram Panchayat is 27 Sq.Km.& 25 Km.dstance from Block 

headquarters. The income of G.P. Rs. 9500/-& from Government sources 

isRs.4,36,139/- for the year 2014-15.There is 13 Primary.Schools & 01 High 

School is running under S&ME Department. There is also a Sevashram at 

Sindhugora running under SC&ST Development Department. There is a 

Government Primary Health Centre at Khuntigora.  

Khatakhatia G.P. 

Khatakhatia Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of  22  villages with 18  Wards.The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 17  Ward Members are nominated in PRI Election, 2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 8248 out of S.C, 1834 S.T. 568 & O.C.5846. 

The area of the Gram Panchayat is 42 sq.km.it is located at a distance of  15 

km. from Block headquarters. The income of  Tanks Rs. 31,800/- & from 

Government sources isRs.4,42,858/- for the year 2014-15.There are 15 

Primary Primary.Schools & 02 Primary High Schools  running under S&ME 

Department. There is a Government Sevashram at Kumarkeli running under 

Welfare Department. 

Lambasary G.P. 

Lambasary Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 37 villages with 11 Wards. The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 10 Ward Members elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 6955 out of S.C, 1534 S.T. 2043 & O.C.3378. The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 42 sq.km. & 12 km.distance from Block 

heaquarters.The income of  Tanks Rs. 12,000/- and from Government 

sources is Rs.4,39,211/- for the year 2014-15.There are 16 Primary. Schools 

and  1 High School  running under S&ME Department. The place famous for 

Siva Temple situated at the mountain of Biramunda. It is well known as Baba 

Sidheswar Temple.  
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Manamunda G.P. 

Manamunda Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 14villages with 16. Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 15 Ward Members elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 9275 out of S.C, 2153 S.T. 230 & O.C.6892. The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 20 Sq.Km.& 27 Km.distance from Block 

headquarters.The income of  Tanks Rs. 1,07,400/-& from Government 

sources isRs.4,50,260/- for the year 2014-15.There is 13 Primary 

Primary.Schools &  2  High School is running under S&ME DepartmentOne 

Private Junior College  namely Lopamudra Junior College,Manamunda is 

running under Diretor,Higher Education,Odisha.There is a Government 

Community Health Centre.There is a Police Station at Manamunda. 

Narayanprasad G.P. 

Narayanprasad Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The 

G.P. consists of 22 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat having  

Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 11 Primary Ward Members are Elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 6503 out of S.C, 1016 S.T. 

2225 & O.C.3262. The area of Gram Panchayat is 20 sq.km.and is located 

at a distance of  26 km. from Block headquarters.The income of  Tanks Rs. 

30950/-& from Government sources isRs.4,39,113/- for the year 2014-

15.There is 17 Primary Schools and 1  High School is running under S&ME 

Department. A weekly market is running at Narayanprasad on Tuesday. 

Palsagora G.P. 

Palsagora Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 22 villages with 16   Wards.The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 15 Primary Ward Members are Elected in PRI Election, 

2012. The total population of G.P. is 7574 out of S.C, 1590 S.T. 446 & 

O.C.5538. The area of Gram Panchayat is 15 Sq.Km. 10 Km.distance from 

Block headquarters.A weekly market is running under Palsagora G.P.on 

Saturday.The income of  Tanks Rs. 84300/- and from Government sources 

isRs.4,47,938/- for the year 2014-15.There is 15 Primary Primary. Schools &  

2  High School is running under S&ME Department One Private Women 

College  namely Palsagora Women College,Palsagora  & Panchayat Samiti 

Junior College at Palsagora is running under Diretor,Higher 

Education,Odisha.The place is famous on Makara mela.Weekly Market held 

on every Saturday. There is a Ferry Ghat at Baghiabahal. 

Rengali G.P. 

Rengali Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 12 villages with 11 Wards.The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 10 Primary Ward Members are Elected in PRI Election, 
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2012. The total population of G.P. is 4409 out of S.C, 1105 S.T. 328& 

O.C.2976. The area of Gram Panchayat is 19 Sq.Km.& 5 Km.distance from 

Block headquarters.The income of  Tanks Rs. 47,800/-/-& from Government 

sources isRs.4,36,093/- for the year 2014-15.There are 08 Primary  Schools 

and  1  High School  running under S&ME DepartmentThere are 2 Primary  

Ferry Ghat namely Gambharipadar & Kamghat on the water body of river 

Tel. 

Rundimahul G.P. 

Rundimahul Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 10 villages with 14 Wards.The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 13 Ward Members are Elected in PRI Election, 2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 3428 out of S.C, 598 S.T. 278 & O.C.2552. 

The area of Gram Panchayat is 05 Sq.Km.& 06 Km.distanc from Block 

headquarters. The income of Tanks Rs. 3100/-/-& from Government sources 

isRs.4,40,073/-  for the year 2014-15.There are 09 Primary Primary. Schools 

and  1  High School  running under S&ME Department 

Similipadar G.P. 

Similipadar Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 13 villages with 16 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch 15 Ward Members were wlected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 6342out of S.C, 1038 S.T. 501& O.C.4803. The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 25 sq.km.& 18 km distance from Block 

headquarters. The income of  Tanks Rs. 1,31,600/-/-& from Government 

sources isRs.4,47,946/- for the year 2014-15 .There are 09 Primary Schools 

&  1  High School  running under S&ME Department. The village Gabjore is 

famous for weaving of Pata Sarees. There are two Ferry Ghats namely 

Similipadar and Lokapadaon the water body of river Tel. 

Sundhipadar G.P. 

 Sundhipadar Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. 

consists of 13 villages with 16. Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch and 15 Ward Members are Elected in PRI Election, 2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 6465out of S.C, 841S.T. 406& O.C.5218. The 

area of Gram Panchayat is 77 sq.km.and is located at a distance of 42 km. 

from Block headquarters. The income of Tanks Rs. 24,340/-& from 

Government sources isRs.4,49,349/-for the year 2014-15.There is 14 

Primary Primary. Schools & 1 High School is running under S&ME 

Department 

Uma G.P. 

Uma Gram Panchayat comes under Kantamal Block. The G.P. consists 

of 12 villages with 11. Wards. The Panchayat having  Sarapanch, Naib-
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Srapanch and  10 Ward Members were elected in PRI Election, 2012. The 

total population of G.P. is 3667out of S.C, 461S.T. 802& O.C.2404. The area 

of Gram Panchayat is 77 Sq.Km.& 30km.distance from Block 

headquarters.The income of  Tanks Rs. 24,980/-& from Government 

sources is4,35,872/- for the year 2014-15.A Weekly Market is run ning at 

Uma on Tuesday. There are 8 Primary Schools and 1  High School running 

under S&ME DepartmentThe place is famous for Lord Shiva Temple 

situated on the foot of the mountain of Bhai-Bahu Dedhasura at the village of 

Reghamunda. 

Harbhanga Block 

This block started functioning since 13-10-1958 with headquarters at 

Harabhanga village and entered in its post stage-II since 26-01-1965 with 

headquarters of this block located at Charichhak. The geographical area of 

this Block is 100.7Sq.KMs.The Block is surrounded by River Mahanandi in 

the East, Kandhamal District in the West River Mahanandi and Boudh Block 

in the North and Nayagarh District in the South. As per Census 2011 Total 

Population of this Block  is 126834 where in Total Schedule Cast Population 

is 35832,Schedule Tribe Population is 15947 and other Cast Population is 

75055.There are 2 Police Station located at Harabhanga and Purunakatak. 

There is a Tehsil Office, ICDS Office, Fire Station Office, Block Education 

Office in the Head Quarter at Charichhak. There is a PHC at Adenigarh and 

3 Dispensary at Harabhanga, Dhalpur and Purunakatak. There is also 2 nos 

of Ayurvedic stations at Ramgarh and Biranarsinghpur. There is two 

veterinary dispensary located at Purunakatak and Harabhanga. There are 

20 nos of High School,2nos of +2 Colleges and one +3 College to enhance 

the education system the literacy rate of this Block is 51 % against the 

District literacy rate 61.57% . The Block has 366 nos of revenue villages out 

of which 26 are uninhabited. There are seven Revenue Inspector circles. 

There are 18 nos of GPs having total household of 30811 out of which 

16556 families are coming under BPL, 4940 families covered under 

Antodaya Anna Yojana and 3505 are APL families. The Block is divided in to 

3 Zilla Parishad Zones from where 3 ZP members having elected and 

serving the people of this Block. The Block has 18 nos of GPs and 247 nos 

of Village Wards from where 247 Ward Members having elected in the 

General Election PRI-2012 and serving the people.  

Adenigarh G.P. 

Adenigarh Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 30 villages and 13 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch with 12 Primary Ward Members, who were elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5436 out of which S.C, 1510 

S.T. 2015 & O.C.1911.The Gram Panchayat is 12 Km.distance from Block 
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headquarters. There are 13 nos of Tanks, one weekly market sits at 

Madhapur ones in a week and a kain House to enhance the internal source 

of income of the GP. The own income of G.P. is Rs.25,450/- & Rs.4,41,646/- 

is received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  17 

Primary Schools & 1  High School is running under S & M.E.Department NH-

57 goes through the GP and facilitates transportation to the people. 

Bamanda G.P. 

Bamanda Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 18 villages with 15 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 14 Ward Members, Who are elected in PRI Election,2012. 

The total population of G.P. is 7565 out of which S.C, 1909 S.T. 194 & 

O.C.5462.The Gram Panchayat is 28 Km.distance from Block headquarters. 

There are 36 nos of Tanks, one weekly market sits at Naikpada once in a 

week ,One Orchard and 3 nos of   kain House to enhance the internal 

source of income of the GP The own income of G.P. is  Rs.4,21,951/- & 

Rs.4,47,130/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-

15.There are  15 Primary Schools and 1  High School  functioning under S & 

M.E.Department This GP is Famous for Historical Naikpada Cave at 

Naikpada village and Raghunath Temple at Deogarh village. NH-57 goes 

through the GP and facilitates transportation to the people. There is a 

Common Service Centre at Bamanda functioning and serving to the people. 

Bandhapathar G.P. 

Bandhapathar Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The 

G.P. consists of 9 villages and 14 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 13 Primary Ward Members, Who are elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 5172 out of which S.C, 952 

S.T. 17 & O.C.4203.The Gram Panchayat is located at a distance of 43  km. 

from Block headquarters. There are 16 nos of Tanks, to enhance the internal 

source of income of the GP. The own income of G.P. is Rs.5,850/- & 

Rs.4,22,250/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-

15.There are  12 Primary Primary. Schools & 1 High School is running under 

S & M.E. Department. 

Banibhusanpur G.P. 

Banibhusanpur Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The 

G.P.consists of 35 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat having 

Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 11 Primary Ward Members, Who are elected 

in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 9579 out of which S.C, 

2998 S.T. 2580 & O.C.4001.The Gram Panchayat is  close to the  Block 

headquarter. There are 26 Tanks, two weekly market sits at Charichhak and 

Karanjakata once in a week and a Kain House to enhance the internal 

source of income of the GP. The own income of G.P. is  Rs.13,750/- & 
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Rs.4,45,216/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-

15.There are  14 Primary Schools and 1  High School functioning under S & 

M.E.Department NH-57 passes through the GP and facilitates transportation 

to the people. There is a Sub-Post Office in the GP at Jhadarajing. Block 

Head Quarter, Tehsil Head Quarter, ICDS Head Quarter, Fire Station Head 

Quarter is situated in this GP. There is a Common Service Centre at 

Charichhak functioning and serving to the people. 

Birnarsinghpur G.P. 

Birnarsinghpur Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The 

G.P. consists of 11 villages with 11 Primary Wards. The Panchayat having 

Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 10 Ward Members, who were elected in PRI 

Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 7171 out of which S.C, 2270 

S.T. 489 & O.C.4412.The Gram Panchayat is 20  Km.distance from Block 

headquarters. There are 22 nos of Tanks, one weekly market sits at Karadi 

once in a week, two Ferry ghats at Mangalpur and Karadi and 2 nos of 

Orchards  to enhance the internal source of income of the GP. The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.11,515/- & Rs.4,36,901/- is received from Government 

sources for the year 2014-15.There are  10 Primary. Schools & 1  High 

School is running under S & M.E.DepartmentA weekly Market at Karadi. 

There is a famous Siva Temple at Karadi. One  Balasharam is  functioning in 

the GP and serving poor orphans. One Inspection Bunglow of Forest Deptt  

is at Biranarsighpur.NH-57 goes through the GP and facilitates 

transportation to the people.There is a Common Service Centre at 

Biranarsinghpur functioning and serving to the people. 

Chhatranga G.P. 

Chhatranga Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The 

G.P. consists of 19 villages with 13 Wards. The Panchayat having 

Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 12 Primary Ward Members, Who are elected 

in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 5165 out of which S.C, 

1386 S.T. 1671 &O.C.2108.The  Gram Panchayat is 20 Km.distance from 

Block headquarters.There are 6 nos of Tanks, one weekly market sits at 

Chhatranga  to enhance the internal source of income of the GP The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.1,24,900/- & Rs.4,41,499/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  11 Primary Primary. 

Schools & 1 High Schoo  is running under S & M.E.Department A Weekly 

Market is running at Chhatranga on Wednesday.There is a Common Service 

Centre at Chhatranga functioning and serving to the people. 

Dhalapur G.P. 

Dhalapur Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 15 villages with 12 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 11 Ward Members, who were elected in PRI 
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Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 5806 out of which S.C, 2288 

S.T. 260  and O.C.3258.The  Gram Panchayat is at a distance of 24  km. 

from Block headquarters. There are 22  Tanks, one weekly market sits at 

Dhalpur  once in a week, one Ferry ghat at Dhalpur  to enhance the internal 

source of income of the GP The own income of G.P. is  Rs.4,36,879/- & 

Rs.4,39,100/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-

15.There are  11 Primary Schools and 1  High School  running under S & 

M.E.Department This GP  is famous for  Dhabaleswar Temple of Lord Siva 

in the Bank of River Mahanadi.  The legendary Jaganath Road passes 

through the GP. 

Harabhanga G.P. 

  Harabhanga Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The 

G.P. consists of 15 villages with 15 Wards. The Panchayat having 

Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 13 Primary Ward Members, Who are elected 

in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 7530 out of which S.C, 

2503 S.T. 321 & O.C.4706.The Gram Panchayat is 23  Km.distance from 

Block headquarters.There are 20 nos of Tanks, one weekly market sits at 

Harabhang  once in a week, two Ferry ghats at Harabanga and Kodasinga 

to enhance the internal source of income of the GP The own income of G.P. 

is  Rs.14,300/- & Rs.4,47,335/-is received from Government sources for the 

year 2014-15.There are  11 Primary Primary. Schools & 1  High School  is 

running under S & M.E.Department One Private College  namely Anchalik 

Panchayat Junior College at Harabhanga G.P. is running under 

Diretor,Higher Education Department,Odisha. There is a Police Station 

situated at Harabhanga . 

Kusanga G.P. 

Kusanga Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 29 Primary villages with 18 Primary Wards. The Panchayat 

having Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 16 Primary Ward Members, Who are 

elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 9974 out of 

which S.C, 3082 S.T. 1824 &O.C.5068.The Gram Panchayat is 32  

Km.distance from Block headquarters.There are 23 nos of Tanks, one 

weekly market sits at Kusanga once in a week, 3 nos of Orchards, 3nos of 

Kain House,4 nos of Ferry ghats at Atalsara, Kumari, Tikarpada and 

Kusasinga to enhance the internal source of income of the GP The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.85,360/- & Rs.4,55,684/-is received from Government 

sources for the year 2014-15.There are  20 Primary Primary. Schools & 1  

High School  is running under S & M.E.Department Most of the area of the 

GP are covered underWildlife sanctuary.  
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Lunibahal G.P. 

Lunibahal Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 14 Primary villages with 13 Primary Wards. The Panchayat is 

having Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch & 12 Primary Ward Members, who are 

elected in PRI Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 6082 out of 

which S.C, 1476 S.T. 1222 & O.C.3384. The  Gram Panchayat is 08  

Km.distance from Block headquarters. There are 18 nos of Tanks to 

enhance the internal source of income of the GP The own income of G.P. is  

Rs.8,263/- & Rs.4,41,720/- is received from Government sources for the 

year 2014-15.There are  10 Primary Schools and 2  High School   running 

under S & M.E. Department. There is a residential Girls Sevasharam 

situated at Badabandha. NH-57 goes through the GP and facilitates 

transportation to the people.  

Mathura G.P. 

Mathura Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 20 Primary villages with 14 Primary Wards. The office bearers of 

the Panchayat are Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch and 13 Primary Ward 

Members, who were elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of 

G.P. is 9084 out of which S.C, 1712 S.T. 718&O.C.6654.The  Gram 

Panchayat is located at a distance of 25  km. from Block headquarters.There 

are 31 nos of Tanks, one weekly market sits at Radhanagar once in a week, 

One Ferry ghat  is at Krushnamohanpur to enhance the internal source of 

income of the GP .  The own income of G.P. is  Rs.92,900/- & Rs.4,45,098/- 

is received from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  18 

Primary  Schools and 1  High School  running under S & M.E.Department.  

NH-57 goes through the GP and facilitates transportation to the people.  

Purunakatak G.P. 

Purunakatak Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The 

G.P. consists of 18 villages with 16 Wards. The office bearers of the 

Panchayat include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch and 15  Ward Members, who 

were elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 9092 out 

of which S.C, 2258 S.T. 520& O.C.6314.The Gram Panchayat is 06  

Km.distance from Block headquarters.There are 26 nos of Tanks, one  

Orchard to enhance the internal source of income of the GP . The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.41,891/- & Rs.4,50,169/- is received from Government 

sources for the year 2014-15.There are  15 Primary Primary. Schools, 1  

Saraswati Sisu Bidya Mandir & 1  High School is running under S & 

M.E.Department One Private College  namely Bhairabi,Junior  College and 

one Degree College at Purunakatak G.P. is running under Director,Higher 

Education Department,Odisha A daily Market is running at Purunakatak.The  

GP is famous for Lord Jagannath and Maa Bhairabi Devi Temple.NH-57 

goes through the GP and facilitates transportation to the people. There is a 
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Common Service Centre at Purunakatak functioning and serving to the 

people. 

Ramagarh G.P. 

Ramagarh Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 10 villages with 14 Wards. The Panchayat having Sarpanch, 

Naib-Sarpanch and 13 Ward Members, who were elected in PRI 

Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 5529 out of which S.C, 1952 

S.T. 23& O.C.3554.The Gram Panchayat is located a distance of 22 km. 

from Block headquarters. There are 15 nos of Tanks, 2 nos of  Ferry ghats 

at Unal and Ramgarh  to enhance the internal source of income of the GP . 

The own income of G.P. is  Rs.57,745/- & Rs.4,44,111/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  09 Primary  Schools 

and 1  High School  running under S & M.E. Department There is a temple 

having a statue of   Lord Budhha is  at Pargalpur which has archeological 

importance . 

Sampoch G.P. 

  Sampoch Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 14 villages with 12 Wards. The office beares of the Panchayat 

include Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch and 11 Ward Members, who were 

elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 7132 out of 

which S.C, 1567S.T. 545&O.C.5020.The Gram Panchayat is located at a 

distance of 15 km. from Block headquarters. There are 22 Tanks and 1   

Kain House to enhance the internal source of income of the GP.  The own 

income of G.P. is Rs.57,745/- & Rs.4,39,342/- is received from Government 

sources for the year 2014-15.There are  11 Primary. Schools and 2 High 

Schools  imparting teaching under S & M.E. Department  

Sankuloi G.P. 

Sankuloi Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 15 villages with 13 Wards. The office bearers of the Panchayat 

include Sarpanch, Naib-Sarpanch and 12 Ward Members, who were elected 

in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 5372 out of which S.C, 

1499S.T. 616& O.C.3257.The Gram Panchayat is 17 Km.distance from 

Block headquarters. There are 18  Tanks, 2  Orchards , 2  Ferry ghats at 

Malikpada and Panighora  to enhance the internal source of income of the 

GP .The own income of G.P. is  Rs.34,210/- & Rs.4,41,537/- is received 

from Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  11 Primary  

Schools and 2  High Schools  running under S & M.E. Department  

Sarasarag G.P. 

Sarasara Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 11 P villages with 14 Wards. Sarapanch, Naib-Srapanch and 13 

Primary Ward Members constitute the Panchayat office bearers, who were 
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elected in PRI Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 8198 out of 

which S.C, 2518 S.T. 185 &O.C.5494.The Gram Panchayat is 32 

Km.distance from Block headquarters.There are 35 nos of Tanks and 1  

Kain house to enhance the internal source of income of the GP . The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.25849/-& Rs.4,44,838/- is received from Government 

sources for the year 2014-15.There are  11 Primary Primary. Schools & 2  

High School is running under S & M.E.Department NH-57 goes through the 

GP and facilitates transportation to the people. There is a Common Service 

Centre at Sarasara functioning and serving to the people. 

Talagoan G.P. 

Talagoan Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 41 P villages with 13  Wards. The Panchayat is having Sarpanch, 

Naib-Sarpanch and 12 Ward Members, who were elected in PRI 

Election,2012. The total population of G.P. is 5166 out of which S.C, 1657 

S.T. 2534 & O.C.975.The Gram Panchayat is 45 Km.distance from Block 

headquarters. There are 14 nos of Tanks and 07 nos of Orchards, one 

weekly market sits at Talagaon and one Kain house to enhance the internal 

source of income of the GP .The own income of G.P. is Rs.3,500/-  & 

Rs.4,42,144/- is received from Government sources for the year 2014-

15.There are  14 Primary. Schools & 1 High School  running under S & 

M.E.Department  

Tileswar G.P. 

Tileswar Gram Panchayat comes under Harabhanga Block. The G.P. 

consists of 16  villages with 15  Wards. The Panchayat having Sarapanch, 

Naib-Srapanch & 14 Primary Ward Members, who were elected in PRI 

Election, 2012. The total population of G.P. is 7781 out of which S.C, 2295 

S.T. 213 & O.C.5273.The Gram Panchayat is 10.km.distance from Block 

headquarters.There are 27  Tanks, one   weekly market sits at Tileswar once 

in a week and to enhance the internal source of income of the GP. The own 

income of G.P. is  Rs.4,59,450/-  & Rs.4,26,250/- is received from 

Government sources for the year 2014-15.There are  14 Primary. Schools 

and 1 High School  running under S & M.E.Department. A weekly market is 

running at Tileswar on Sunday. There is a Common Service Centre at 

Tileswar functioning and serving to the people. One famous Siva Temple is 

at Burubuda which attracts tens thousands of devotees during ―Shiv Ratri‖  

Composition and Functions of Gram Panchayat 

Gram Panchayat is the primary unit of local administration in India. 

Soon after independence Odisha Gram Panchayat Act, was introduced in 

1948. Accordingly, some Gram Panchayats were constituted in order to 

make better administration and development.  Gram Panchayat 

administration was extended to all areas of  the district covering all  Revenue 

Villages in 1955-56, Each Gram Panchayat  comprising more than  one 
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village having a population of 5000 to 10000, is divided into a number of 

wards, i.e  minimum 11 and maximum 25, for  administrative convenience. 

These institutions are governed under the Odisha G.P. Act.1964. 

The Elections of Sarpanch and Ward Members are conducted 

according to the provisions of the O.G.P.Election Rules 1965. According to 

this Rule, every five years these PRI members are elected on the basis of 

adult franchise. The Sarpanch and Ward Members are directly elected or 

selected by eligible voters, but the Naib Sarpanch is elected from among 

themselves by the PRI members. 

Reservations for SC, ST, OBC and women are made after the 73rd. 

Amendment to the Constitution of India. The Sarpanch plays a key role in 

the G.P..He is assisted by a Naib-Sarapanch. According to the Odisha 

G.P.Act-1964, the executive powers are exercised by the Sarpanch. He is 

assisted in his duties by a Panchayat Executive Officer (PEO) and such 

other officers and servants as may be necessary, and have been appointed 

by the Government. The Sarpanch, Naib Sarpanch and Members are getting 

sitting fees and honorarium as the case may be.  

Gram Panchayat continue to function as the main agency for the 

implementation of all development works and far mobilizing manpower in 

rural areas. Development activities of different Departments of the 

Government which are co-ordinated at the Block level call for involvement of 

GPs in identification of beneficiearies and selection of projects to be 

implemented at the village level. 

The functions of the Gram Panchayat include various developmental 

works like looking after village sanitation, supply of drinking water, 

maintenance of roads, ponds, ferry ghats, providing street lights and 

implementing different schemes. Steps are also being taken by the 

panchayats for the development of the socio-economic conditions of the S.C 

and the ST people. In order to de-centralization of power, in the 73rd 

Amendment to the Constitution, Government .has handed over 21 subjects 

under 11 Departments to three tier Panchayati Raj institutions. The subjects 

include Agriculture, Veterinary, Fishery, Women and Child Development, 

Primary Education, Public distribution System (PDS), Irrigation, Collection of 

Minor Forest Produce for quick and better service of the people. 
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CHAPTER-XII 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

Historical Background 

 Boudh was a feudatory state which was taken over by the then British 

Indian Government in the year 1855 A.D for administrating the area directly. 

This happened due to the inability of the ruling chief to control the Khonds 

(Kandhas}who revolted  against the ruler. Prior to this, Bhanja dynasty of 

Boudh ruled over the feudatory state from 1400 AD. Gandhamardhandev 

was known have instituted the dynasty of Bhanja, which ended with 

Narayana Prasad Bhanja in the year 1947 AD. During the rule of the 

Bhanjas, different rebellions took place as a result of which the feudatory 

state of Boudh was not making steady progress. Areas of Panchara and 

Athamallik were captured by the then rulers of Sonepur and Angul. But 

development reached its highest point during the rule of Narayana Prasad 

Bhanja and Jogindra Bhanja. Establishment of state garden, ITI, printing 

press and educational institutions promoted the development during their 

period. However, during their rule the Praja Mandal rebellion  and Khond 

(Kandha) uprising  took place.. 

As per Boudh state records, it is learnt that  Panchara which originally 

belonged to Boudh state was handed over to Sonepur rulers for rendering 

military help in times of trouble and exigencies. 

Historically, Boudh feudatory state started its conception form 

‗KhinjiliMandal‘ its area lazed on the bank of Mahanadi. ―As to the extent of 

Bhanja territory in the south we get definite information that the rulers were 

principally the lords of KhinjiliMandal its appeared that at the time of Netri 

Bhanj and his immediate successor the northern limit of the territory was not 

extended beyond the present northern boundary.‖ It appeared that in those 

days the state of Boudh was not  extended to the right bank of the states 

formed its northern boundary for the term Boudh during the time of Raja 

Siddheswar Bhanja a stripe of country called Dasapalla and extending from 

beyond Kantilo east of the state belonged  to Boudh. Its distance from the 

headquarters rendered it impossible for the king for the rule over the area 

properly. To administrate the people from that area the ruler felt difficulty and 

inconvenience. 

The British conquest took place during the reign of Raja Sri Chandra 

Sekhar Dev, and he went to Sambalpur to tender his submission and 

entered into a treaty engagement in respect of his tribute. He was 

succeeded by his son Raja Pitambar Dev. 



246 
 

During the rule of Raja Pitambar Dev, British Government recognized 

his title of ―Raja‖ and a Sanad was granted to him in 1875. He loyally co-

operated with the British Agency in suppressing human sacrifice and 

rebellion in Ghumsar and Khondmals. He was succeeded by his son 

Jogendra Dev. 

He was a benevolent and generous ruler during whose reign English 

education was introduced for the first time in the state. To popularize 

education he opened schools throughout the state and devoted a 

considerable part of the revenue for their maintenance. The English school 

at the capital with a fine building and commodious hostel was dedicated to 

the memory of King Emperor Edward VII. He died in March 1913 leaving the 

state in a sound financial condition.   

Western Education 

A seat of Hinduism, Buddhism and Mahima Dharma, Boudh was a 

centre for education, literature and culture. Along with Odia, Koshali and 

Sanskrit were used for academic and literary purposes. 

Although Lord Macaulay‘s Minute on Indian Education, 1835 saw the 

beginning of western education in India, it initiallystarted in large cities. 

Odisha, and more so Boudh, witnessed the change in education scenario 

late in the nineteenth and early in twentieth century. Raja Jogindra Dev, a 

benevolent and generous ruler, introduced English education for the first 

time in the state of Boudh at the beginning of the last century..  

Literacy and Educational Standard 

The concept of literacy is elastic, with some people using it to refer to a 

narrate range of activities having to do with correct spelling, reading, writing 

and grammar where as others broadening the notion to include ides of 

communication generally. The derivation suggests that, literacy is an 

elaboration of spoken language, leading to question of whether language 

exemplified in writing is significantly different from that speech.   

Literacy as the ability to identify, understanding, interpret, create, 

communication, computer and use printed and written materials associated 

with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling 

individuals to achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, 

and to participate fully in their community and wider society. 

Literacy is acquiring the skills of reading, writing and arithmetic and the 

ability to apply them to one‘s day-to-day life. The achievement of functional 

literacy implies – self reliance in 3 R‘s, awareness of the causes of 

deprivation and the ability to move towards amelioration of their condition by 

participating in the process of development, acquiring skill to improve 

economic status and general well being and imbibing values such as 
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national integration, conservation of environment, women‘s equality 

observation of small family norms.  

Growth of Literacy 

Government of India implemented a flagship programme for the 

promotion of reading, writing and numeric skills and abilities in order to 

check the dropout rates in the country which has been taken adequate 

initiatives for sensitizing the neo-literates above the age group of 15th and 

above. This has been extended to Odisha under the scheme of Saakshyara 

Bharat.  

Literacy in Boudh holds a key to socio-economic progress. In Boudh, 

literacy rate has grown to 72.46% according to 2011 census. There is a wide 

gender disparity in the literacy rate in Boudh effective literacy rates in 2011 

were 84.49% for men and 60.44% for women.  

 Spread of Education among Women 

Women‘s education is vital for the progress of the society.  

During British rule, the progress of women education was very slow. It 

was only in 1813, that the Charter Act entrusted them with the responsibility 

of educating the people of India. It set a fund of Rupees One lakh for this 

purpose. Female education made a beginning in Odisha with the initiative of 

the missionaries as early as 1822. In matters of education no interest was 

shown by the Company for a long time. But their early attempt did not 

mention anything about the education of women. It was the Despatch of 

1854, which for the first time laid stress on the education of girls. 

Spread of Education among Backward Classes and Tribes 

Although 10 years of primary education is mandatory in Odisha, the 

literacy rate is only 73.5%, which is marginally behind of the national 

average of 74.04%. The government of India has undertaken steps to 

improve women‘s literacy in the tribal pockets in the state and elsewhere in 

India. Male literacy is 75.95% and female literary is 50.97%. Among the 

districts, Malkangiri has the lowest literacy rate of 31.26%. Among the 

women, lowest literacy level is in Nabarangpur district, at 21.02%, and 

Malkangiri district at 21.28%. Khurda district which includes Bhubaneswar 

city, has the highest literacy of 80.19%. This district also has the highest 

female literacy of 60.44%. The high literacy figures of Khurda district is 

certainly influenced by the inclusion of the state capital in the statics. Next to 

Khurda comes Jagatsinghpur district with 79.61% literates. The literacy level 

in Orissa at 63.61% is comparable with all India average of 65.38%. 

However, there are considerable regional disparities between areas, and 

communities. Non-formal and adult literacy programmes are run in various 

districts and are at different stages of implementation. Out of 30 districts, 9 
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are continuing total literacy campaign (TLC). 10 districts are either 

continuing or awaiting approval of post literacy programme (PLP). 11 

districts have completed PLP, and some of them have received sanction for 

Continuing Education Programme. The State Government is committed to 

the Universalisation of Elementary Education in the State with the aim of 

fulfilling the constituted obligation with the assistance of Central 

Government.  

A number of steps have been suggested from time to time to achieve 

the goal of equality of educational opportunity, particularly for scheduled 

castes and tribes, and girls. A brief resume of this suggestion is reproduced 

as follows. 

1. The existing programmes for the education of the scheduled caste 

should continue and these should be expanded. 

2. Strictly following and executing the National Policy on Education 

1992 special emphasis on education of Scheduled Caste and Tribes. 

3. Similarly, providing educational facilities to all women the 

recommendation of various policies should be treated strictly, such as 

University Commission(1948-49), National Council for Women Education 

(1959), Recommendation of Hansa Mehta Committee (1962), 

Recommendations of Bhakatvatsalam Committee (1963), Khothari 

Commission and National Policy on Education 1986/1992. General 

Education (School, College, Professional and Technical School Oriental 

School) 

SSA 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is Government of India's flagship 

programme for achievement of Universalization of Elementary Education 

(UEE) in a time bound manner, as mandated by 86th amendment to the 

Constitution of India making free and compulsory Education to the Children 

of 6-14 years age group, a Fundamental Right. In Odisha SSA has been 

implemented in 30 districts since 2001 with the following objectives –  

a. All children of 6-14 years age group in school by 2003. 

b. All children to complete 5 years of schooling by 2007. 

c. All children to complete 8 years of schooling by 2010. 

d. Universal retention by 2010. 

e. Bridge all gender and social category gaps at primary stage by 

2007 and at Upper Primary stage by 2010. 

f. Focus on Elementary Education of satisfactory quality with 

focus on education for life. 
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RMSA 

This scheme was launched in March, 2009 with the objective to 

enhance access to secondary education and to improve its quality. The 

implementation of the scheme started from 2009-10. It is envisaged to 

achieve an enrolment rate of 75% from 52.26% in 2005-06 at secondary 

stage of implementation of the scheme by providing a secondary school 

within a reasonable distance of any habitation. The other objectives include 

improving quality of education imparted at secondary level through making 

all secondary schools conform to prescribed norms, removing gender, socio-

economic and disability barriers, providing universal access to secondary 

level education by 2017, i.e., by the end of 12th Five Year Plan and 

achieving universal retention by 2020. 

Vocational Education 

The vocational education programme started in Odisha during the year 

1988-89. in Government Higher Secondary Vocational Schools (GHSVSs). 

Subsequently the nomenclature of GHSVS has been changed to 

Government Vocational Junior College (GVJC). 

At present 231 Government Vocational Junior Colleges are functioning 

in the Government and Non-Government aided Colleges spreading over 30 

districts of the state. 

Teaching in 20 trades under six areas (Agriculture, Health and 

Paramedical, Engineering, Business and Commerce, Home Science and 

Humanities)are undertaken in the vocational colleges. Each college opts two 

trades for vocational education. 

224 Full Time Resource Persons and 119 Part Time Resource persons   

are engaged to impart teaching to vocational students. 

In order to spread Vocational Education in a well-regulated manner, a 

separate Directorate known as the Directorate of Vocational Education has 

been created by the Government under the Department of Higher Education 

with effect from 1.8.2000 having three Regional Offices. 

A student, who has passed in the High School Certificate Examination 

or equivalent, is eligible to take admission in a vocational trade. 

The number of students to be admitted for each trade is 24. The 

number can be increased as per requirement. The vocational students can 

opt one of the following trades during academic session. 

Academic 

Agriculture Area: 1. Inland Fisheries, 2. Horticulture, 3. Crop 

Production, 4.Poultry Farming, 5. Repair and Maintenance of Power Driven 

Farm Machinery, 6.Dairying, 7. Sericulture 
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Health and Paramedical Area:  1.Medical Laboratory Technician 

Engineering and Technology Area:  1. Audio Visual Technician, 2. 

Repair and Maintenance of Electrical Domestic Appliances, 3. Building 

Maintenance, 4.Computer Technique. 

Business and Commerce Area: 1. Office Management, 2. Insurance, 

3.Accountancy and Auditing, 4. Tax Assistant 

Home Science Area: 1. Crecheand Pre-school Management, 2. 

Catering and Restaurant Management. 

Humanities and Other Areas: 1. Textile Designing, 2. Tourism and 

Travel Technique. 

The certificates of +2 vocational passouts are equivalent with +2 

Science, Arts and commerce. 

The above trades are covered under Apprentice Act-1961.  

Colleges 

 Boudh Panchayat College, Boudh, was founded on 31
st
 July 1978 

under private management. In 1978-79, there were 91 students including 16 

girl students on the roll. The college provides education up to Degree level in 

Arts and Commerce. 

A list of Junior and Degree Colleges is given below. 

List of Junior Colleges 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of 
the District 

Name of the  

Block/NAC 
Name of the College 

1 2 3 4 

1 Boudh Boudh Gandharadhi (Junior) College, Janhapank 

2 Boudh Boudh MaaMaheswari (Junior), Baunsuni 

3 Boudh Boudh Siddheswar Baba (Junior) AnchalikaMahavidyalaya 

4 Boudh Boudh JeevanVikash Junior College, Dahya 

5 Boudh Boudh (NAC) BoudhPanchayat (Junior) College, Boudh 

6 Boudh Boudh (NAC) Boudh Women‘s (Junior) College, Boudh 

7 Boudh Boudh (NAC) KandhamalBoudhHitech Institute of Science and Technology 

8 Boudh Harabhanga Bhairabi (Junior) College, Purunakatak 

9 Boudh Harabhanga HarbhangaAnchalikaPanchayat (Junior) College 

10 Boudh Kantamal Panchayat (Junior) College, Kantamal 

11 Boudh Kantamal T.K.S.M.R.G. (Junior) College, Ghantapada 

12 Boudh Kantamal Lopamudra (Junior) College, Manamunda 

13 Boudh Kantamal Palsagora Women College, Palsagora 

14 Boudh Kantamal PanchayatSamiti (Junior) College, Palsagora 
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List of Degree colleges 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
District 

Name of the  
Block/NAC 

Name of the College 

1 Boudh Kantamal 
Anchalik Gram Panchayat (Degree) College, 
Ghantapada 

2 Boudh Harbhanga Bhairabi Degree (Degree) College, Purunakatak 

3 Boudh Boudh (NAC) BoudhPanchayat (Degree) College, Boudh 

4 Boudh Boudh MaaMaheswari (Degree) College, Bausuni 

5 Boudh Kantamal Panchayat (Degree) College, Kantamal 

 

List of Technical Colleges and Schools 

Sl. No. Name of the College 
Name of the  
Block/NAC 

Trades/ Branch andStrength 
 

1 Government ITI Boudh Boudh 
Electronic Mechanic, 
Dress Making  
And Textile  (80) 

2 
Government  Polytechnic, 
Boudh 

Boudh __ 

3 Santidevi ITC ,Purunakatak Harabhanga 
Fitter, Electrician  
And House wiring 

4 ANM Training School Boudh ____ 

Information and Communication Technology 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) can contribute to 

universal access to education, equity in education, the delivery of quality 

learning and teaching, teachers‘ professional development and more 

efficient education management, governance and administration. 

Organizations like UNESCO takes a holistic and comprehensive approach to 

promoting ICT in education. Access, inclusion and quality are among the 

main challenges they can address. The Organization‘s Intersectoral Platform 

for ICT in education focuses on these issues through the joint work of three 

of its sectors: Communication and Information, Education and Science 

Adult literacy 

To wipe out illiteracy among the masses, an intensive adult education 

programme was undertaken in the district of Boudh-Kandhamals soon after 

Independence and the Social Education Organisers of the Community 

Development Blocks, besides the Education Department, were in charge of 

implementing adult literacy and other allied programmes. The present policy 
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of the Government towards the Adult Education Scheme which is being 

implemented in the district is to make the illiterate adults literate on Normal 

Adult Literacy Programme. The adult literacy centres conduct two sessions 

in a year, each being of half a year duration. The Education and the Youth 

Services Department of the State supply the reading and writing materials to 

the adult learners.  

The J.D. Club of Boudh was founded under the patronage of Narayan 

Prasad Dev, the ex-Ruling Chief of Boudh State. The Club helps in 

promoting literacy and cultural activities among the people of the locality. It 

organises cultural and literary programmes on different occasions and 

conducts games and sports competitions. It has a library-cum-reading room 

with a good number of books, newspapers and periodicals.  

Cultural, Literary and Scientific Societies 

Boudh is not only famous for rich cultural heritage but is also rich in 

literary works. It has been seen in the history that literature plays a vital role 

in shaping a civilized society. The development of literature in Boudh has 

made great contribution to Odia literature.  

Chandra Sekharadev, the ex-ruling chief of Boudh state was a great 

patron of literature. Raja Chandra Sekhar Dev was genuine litterateur. He 

composed Damayantisha Vilasa, a poetic work of intense sensibility. He was 

supposed to be inspired by the Baidehisha Vilasa of Upendra Bhanja. The 

epic contains the love of the king Nala with Damayanti. It was popular all 

over the state of Boudh. Prema Manjari was another literary work of 

Chandra Sekhara Dev. It is a lyric poetic work containing the description of 

the marriage of a beautiful imaginary girl Prema Manjari with Biswaketu.  

Another book Sangita Sataka was composed by Chandra Sekhara Dev. 

 Raja Pitambaradev is ever remembered as a man of literature for his 

famous poetic work Boudh Rajabansabali. Kedarnath Gabesana Parishad, 

Bhubaneswar published this book in1996 after it was edited by Pandit 

Nilamani Mishra. This book can be considered as a political, social, cultural 

and literary anecdote of Boudh. 

 Raja Jogendra Dev had a passionate love for literature. His noteworthy 

book is Phul Manasa which mentions 33 types of flowers. His other books 

are Sangeet Soudamini, a collection of 108 songs with various kinds of 

ragas and Patibrata Charita, a moral code to the womenfolk. 

Rani Satyabati Devi composed two books i.e. Samarpana and 

Sokapuspanjali dedicating to the departed soul of her husband Raja 

Narayana Prasad Dev. She expressed her deep sorrow in these books. 

Besides, the scion of Bhanja family like Juga Bhanja for Dasapoi and 
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Barapoi‖ Narayana Bhanja for Rukmuni Parinaya and Nilambara Bhanja for 

Krushnna Leelamruta have enriched Odia literature.  

Besides the contribution of the royal Bhanja family to literature, some 

notable poets emerged during this time. Sri Niranjan Sahu, a man of gifted 

poetic skill was born in the village Padarpada in the district of Boudh. His 

book Mukta Bharata has been selected by Odisha Sahitya Academy and 

Department of Culture for the quality of writing. His other unpublished 

manuscripts are Ranabheri, Ramaleela, Krushnaleela, kichakabaddha, 

Pallijibana, Saralagita, Simaradaka, etc. SadhabaKheti of Bilaspur near 

Palasaguda was famous for folk songs of DandaNata. His popular songs are 

still heard in various characters of DandaNata and washonoured by Bilaspur 

Loka Mahotsava. Gaurachandra Palia of Kodasinga village in Harabhanga 

area was a distinguished poet. He is famous for his epic Nrusingha Purana 

which was written in Nabakshari and Chaudakshari. The manuscript was 

published by LokanathARana of Narasinghapur in 1960. 

Eminent Personalities  

After independence the literature in Boudh lowland was enriched by a 

galaxy of writers and poets. A good number of publications have been 

marked during this period 

Damodar Danduasi 

 Born and brought up in a Desia Kandha family in Para village near 

Palasaguda in Kantamal block, Damodara Danduasi has inherited the 

zamidari of 42 villages from his father Bhaskara Danduasi. He was the most 

trusted zamidar of the Raja Narayana Prasad Dev for his simplicity and 

loyality. But when the leaders of Indian National Congress started 

nationwide mass movement for the liberation of India from colonial rule, 

Damodar turned rebellious against the tyrannical rule of the Raja of Boudh 

state. He vehemently opposed the practice of Bethi, Beggari, Rasad, Magan 

which led to ruin the economic condition of the people as well as hurt their 

democratic right to freedom. He took the leadership for abolition of such 

repressive measures and was elected as the president of Boudh 

Prajamandala Committee. Baghiabahal village became the nerve centre of 

political agitation. Sarangadhar Das, the President of the State People‘s 

Conference being invited by Damodar delivered a speech there which led to 

the emotional outburst of people. The people of nearby villages like Para, 

Palasaguda,Gopalmal, Lokapada, Gudvellipadar and from across  Kantamal 

area thronged the meeting place and were inspired to fight the ruling chief 

Narayana Prasad Dev. The Raja could not stop the mass agitation in Boudh 

although there were lathi charges in some places. This ultimately led to the 

merger of Boudh state with the Province of Orissa in 1948. He was highly 

appreciated by the then Chief Minister Dr. H.K. Mahtab for his active 

participation in the freedom struggle. 
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Dasaratha Pradhan 

Dasaratha Pradhan, a known political leader, diplomat and dramatist 

was born in the village Gopalmal of Palasaguda panchayat in the year 1901. 

He received primary education in his village primary school which was 

established in 1889 and never desired higher study. He enjoyed the rent free 

land as Gartia (village headman) of Gopalmal during the ruling chief 

Narayana Prasad Dev and dedicated himself for the welfare of the people. 

Being elected as Vice-President of Boudh Prajamandal Committee, 

Dasaratha Pradhan became a close associate of Damodara Danduasi who 

fought against the oppressive rule of the ruling chief. 

Dasaratha Pradhan was the first nominated member of the first Orissa 

Legislative Assembly from 1948 to 1950. As a member of the Assembly, his 

participation was significant. A legislation regarding the taxation on Mahul 

was introduced on the floor of the house which was strongly opposed by 

Dasaratha Pradhan stating that people lived on Mahul in large scale and 

Mahul should not be brought under taxed item. The bill was withdrawn 

ultimately. Dasaratha Pradhan was elected thrice as Sarapanch of 

Palasguda Gram Panchayat and undertook many welfare works. Besides he 

was an excellent mythological stage artist as proved in ‗Amara Vilasa‘ for 

which he remains in the memory of the people till now. He breathed his last 

in the year 1972.  

Natabara Pradhan 

  Natabara Pradhan, poet, dramatist, politician and lawyer, was born to 

Nua Dei and Dasaratha Pradhan at Boudh town on 16th August 1921.  

Having been born into an humble family devoid of any pride of ancestry or 

wealth, he rose by dint of his struggle and merit. His life was a saga of 

struggle. Being a man of devotion, dedication, determination, Natabara 

Pradhan is still remembered by people. 

The parents of Natabara Pradhan were unable to put him in the primary 

school for education due to financial constraints. His maternal Uncle Dhobai 

Majhi marked the interest of the child and managed to get him admitted into 

Narayana Prasad Dev U.P. School. Natabara always stood first in the class. 

After completing his primary education he was enrolled in Jogendra Dev 

High School and passed Matriculation in 1941 in first division. Despite 

financial difficulty he got admitted to Ravenshaw College for higher 

education. Being inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, he joined the freedom 

struggle and was expelled from the college. Without losing hope he came 

back to Boudh and joined as a teacher in J.D.High School. During the tenure 

of teachership, Natabara Pradhan passed I.A. privately in1944 and B.A. in 

1947. He had a strong desire to pursue his education in legal career. But 

finance became the biggest huddle. He left J.D.High School and joined as a 
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teacher in Cuttack Missionary School to have financial support for his study 

of law. He successfully completed LLB in 1949 and joined as an assistant to 

the then famous advocate Shyama Charan Das of Cuttack High Court. He 

joined Boudh Bar Association in the year 1950 as first B.A.LL.B. 

Natabara Pradhan has left an indelible mark in the political firmament of 

Boudh district. He did not have a good beginning in his political career as he 

was defeated in the Assembly election in 1957 and again in 1967. Then he 

became the Chairman of undivided Phulbani Zilla Parisad. He left the 

Congress party and joined the Swatantra party and was elected as MLA of 

Boudh for the first time to the fifth Assembly in 1971. He won the confidence 

of the then Chief Minister Biswanath Das who inducted him into the Cabinet 

with the portfolios of Law and Tribal Welfare. But the coalition ministry 

collapsed in June 1972. Natababu was elected for the second time as a 

member of the Legislative Assembly in 1973 but this time Congress party 

formed the government. He was very close to Rajendra Narayan Singhdeo 

His deliberation on the floor of the house was so penetrating and scathing 

against the ruling party that other members as well as the media appreciated 

his role. Emergency was proclaimed all over India in 1975. Natababu was 

arrested under MISA and was lodged in Phulbani jail. During the tenure of 

imprisonment, he wrote two books, Bandira Anuchinta and Duiti Misabandira 

Kahani which established his literary skill. After the emergency was over, 

Janata Party was formed under the aegis of Jaya Prakash Narayan. 

Natababu joined in the Janata Party and was elected MLA in 1977. He was 

inducted to the Cabinet with the portfolios like Works, Forests, Transport, 

Fishery and Animal Husbandry. 

Perhaps few people know that Natababu was the mainspring of the 

underground newspaper Swadhin Bartabaha during the people‘s struggle for 

their democratic rights against the last ruling chief Narayana Prasad Dev. 

The other achievements of Natababu include the establishment of 

Boudh Panchayat College, Fire Brigade Station, Survey of Mahanadi Bridge. 

He met with an untimely death on 21st September 1983 on account of heart 

ailments. 

Brundabana Mishra 

 Brundabana Mishra, the man of an excellent academic career, a 

versatile genius, the first person of Boudh district to visit a foreign country, 

was born to a middle class Brahmin family in Manamunda on 22nd 

September 1922. He studied in Manamunda and Ghantapada primary 

school. Then he got admitted into Jogendra Dev HighSchool (Former name 

King Edward VII High School)  of Boudh town and passed  Matriculation in 

First Division in 1940. For higher study, he went to Cuttack and was enrolled 

in Revenshaw College.  He passed I.Sc in1942 and B.Sc (Hons in Botany) in 
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1944. Immediately after completion of his degree, the then ruling Chief 

Narayana Prasad Dev offered him the job as State Forest Officer. He left the 

job and went to Calcutta to pursue M.Sc course in the University of Culcutta. 

After spending one year there, he left for England and was admitted into 

M.Sc Agriculture Course in the College of Wales in 1945. During his study at 

Wales, he visited France, Holland, Ireland and Colombo. 

Brundabana Mishra returned to Odisha in 1948 and rendered service in 

the following positions:  

1. Assistant Director, Department of Agriculture 

2.  District Agriculture Officer, Bolangir 

3. Deputy Director of Agriculture, Sambalpur,Picked up IADP project 

by Government of Japan 

4. Joint Director of Agriculture, Government of Odisha 

5. Additional Director of Agriculture, Government of Odisha 

Brundabana Mishra was known as the father of green revolution in 

Western Odisha for his valuable contribution to the development of 

agriculture. He worked as a Consultant to the World Bank and paid official 

tour to Philippines. He visited Tokyo in 1966 in connection to IADP 

programme. 

 Brundabana Mishra retired from service in 1980.  At the age of 93, he 

is still with a good physique without having old age ailments, except that he 

is hard of hearing.  

Sadhu Meher 

 Sadhu Meher, an award winning cinema actor, director and producer 

was born on 1st January 1940 in the village Gudvellipadar near Manamunda 

of Kantamal block. His parents were Radha Mohan Meher and Duti Meher. 

Sadhu Meher completed his primary education in Jogi Padar Primary School 

and then Middle Education in Tarava M.E.School. He passéd Matriculation 

from Prithviraj High School, Bolangir and went to Sambalpur to pursue 

degree course in Gangadhar Meher College, from where he passed B.Sc 

Hons. Sadhu Meher evinced a keen interest in cinema and he joined the 

Film Institute of Pune. After passing out from the Film Institute, he began his 

career in Hindi film Bhuvan Shome which became the film to kickstart the 

new Indian cinema wave. He won Best Actor Award in 1974for the movie 

Ankur. Sadhu played the role of a deaf-mute dalit alcoholic potter who 

communicates using gestures in this landmark movie of Hindi cinema. He is 

a very popular actor of Odia movies. He won special Best Actor award for 

the film Bhukha in 1990. Sadhu played the role of a dalit alcoholic mahuri 

player.  Sadhu has also appeared in a few Bengali movies, particularly with 
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Shyam Benegal. He is one of the founders of parallel cinema in mid 1980s. 

Sadhu Meher has acted in 27 Hindi and Odia films from 1969 to 2014. 

Those are:- 

1. Bhuvan Shome    

2. Ichhapuran 

3. 27 Down 

4. Ankur 

5. Nishaant 

6. Manthan 

7. Bali Ghara 

8. Inkaar 

9. Gharonda 

10. Safed Hathi 

11. Abhiman 

12. Mrigaya 

13. Aparichit 

14. Kasturi 

15. Seeta Raati 

16. Desire 

17. Deb Shisu 

18. Bhukha 

19. Pratimurti 

20. Uttoran 

21. Charachar 

22. Shesha Drusti 

23. Hum Apke Dil Mein Rehte Hain 

24. Patth 

25. 30 Days 

26. Jai Jagannath 

27. Good Bye Dear  
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Sadhu Meher earned a name as a Director who directed four films 

namely Abhiman, Aparichit, Desire and Babula. He also produced 

documentary films, telefilms, and films for children. He was honoured with 

Doctorate degree by Sambalpur University in 2012 for his contribution to film 

Industry. 

Narandra Kumar Bhoi is the recipient of a number of awards:   

1. Jayanta Mahapatra face of the poetry award 

2. PrafullaMahakul Sahitya Puraskar 

3. Sulekha Yuva Pratibha Samman 

4. Panchamastambha  Samman 

5. Kabi Bhanuji Rao Smruti Samman 

6. Bharati Samman 

7. Haji Asraf Ali Udaya Pratibha Samman 

8. Kosal Sahitya Samman 

9. Rajya Yuva Puraskar 

10. Mathakhai Samman 

11. Mahak Sarasatwa Samman 

12. Mahanadi Yuva Pratibha Samman 

13. Kadambini Sambardhana 

14. Tatini Sahitya Sansad Sambardhana 

15. Boudh Zilla Cultural Academy Sabardhana 

Narendra also presided over the second day session of 57th Bisuba 

Milan organized by Prajatantra Prachara Samiti.  

 Some of them are given below. 

Author/Publisher   Books   Year 

Ladukishore Mishra   Sathi   1957 

Asit Kumar Sahu   Banidutta  1961 

Ghanashyam Pani   Banamalli  1972 

Harihara Pradhan   Prabahini  1977 

Prafulla Mahakul   Bauda   1977 

Natabara Pradhan  Duiti Misabandira Kahani 1977 

Prafulla Mahakul   Janarajya  1983 



259 
 

Banamali Panigrahi   Marma   1986 

Smruti Committee, Prafulla Mahakul Smrutitia  1994 

Boudh Zilla Unnayana Parisad  Ama Samasya Ama 

     Dabi   1995 

     Amadebadebi Ama 

     Bhaskarya  1996 

Khageswar Mahakul   Pallibasna  1996 

Boudh Zilla Unnayana Parisad  Ama Sankruti, Ama 

     Parampara  1998 

Cultural Academy,Boudh  Chitrotpala  1998 

Sidhartha Sahitya Sansad  Lumbini   1999 

HrusikeshMahanty   SabdaraSakala  1999 

Aswini Kumar Nanda   Samparka  2000 

Sampat Kumar Agrawala  Disha   2001 

Smt.Upama Pattnaik   Tikitiki Tara  2004 

Hrusikesh Mahanty   Tume Anubhaba 2014 

 

Other literary works like Smaranika of Banamali Panigrahi, Lelihan of 

Pradip Kumar Das, Ganadhwani of Sasanka Mishra, Boudh Bartabaha of  

Zilla Journalist Forum, Boudha Prasanga of District Administration, Sabujima 

of Sabujabahini, Kabita ofNarendra Kumar Bhoi are praise worthy. Among 

modern poets and writers mention may be made of late Usata Sahu and late 

RatnakaraSahu whose delectable says composed in Odia on Dandanacha a 

popular folk dance of the region. Late Natabara Pradhan, ex-cabinet 

Minister, Government of Odisha has made his mark as a distinguished 

litterateur. His works such as   Bandira Anuchinta, an anthology of poems, 

Duiti  MisabandiraKahani, a collection of short stories and Nagaphasa (Hindi 

translation) have attained  popularity.  

Narendra Kumar Bhoi, a youth of Nrupa near Manamunda is the pride 

and glory of Boudh district. He has been awarded by Odisha Sahitya 

Academy for his book Dhundukuda and by Kendra Sahitya Academy for 

Pidaparba in 2014-15. 

Boudh Zilla Cultural Academy is playing a leading role for the growth 

and development of Odia literature in the district of Boudh. It holds its Annual 

award giving ceremony regularly to encourage poets, writers and lyricists for 

their active involvement in the field of Odia literature. The awards include 

Prafulla Mahakul Sahitya Award, Vibekananda PattanaikSahitya Award, 

BhikariNaik Kala and Sangita Award, Abhishek PradhanYuvaPratibha 

Award, Bhakti Sahitya Award and Sisu Sahitya Award. Besides, Odisha 
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Sahitya Academy holds its meeting in Boudh off and on to focus on the 

development of O dia literature. The district of Boudh is proud of the present 

litterateurs like DinabandhuHota, DrubacharanGhibela, Narendra Kumar 

Mukhi, BasudevPatra, Benudhar Mishra, Ramachandra Panda, Susil Kumar 

Karna, Sanat Pradhan, Mahesh Prasad Mahakul, Suresh Kumar Satpathy, 

Asish Kumar Behera, Biseswar Prusty, JugalSamal, Dukhishyam Behera, 

Satish Chandra Pattnaik, Susanta Kumar Mahapatra, Chhandarani Pradhan, 

Swaruparani Panigrahi, Rabindra Kumar Pattnaik, Saroj Kumar Sahu, 

Satyanarayana Dehuri, Kumar Bharjan, RanjuAmat, Saroj Pradhan, 

Dr.Hrusikesh Mishra, BamanaCharanPradhan, Nilalohit Mahapatra for their 

devotion and dedication to the field of literary activities. 

Clubs and Libraries 

The J.D. Club of Boudh was founded under the patronage of Narayan 

Prasad Dev, The ex-ruling chief of Boudh State. The Club helps in promoting 

literary and cultural activities among the people of the locality. It organises 

cultural and conduct games and sports competitions. It has a library-cum-

reading room with a good number of books, newspapers and periodicals. 

The Club has about 41 active members. 

Bhairabi Club, Puruna Katak in Harbhanga Block and another 

Rushisrunga Club of Naikpada under same block are also functioning in the 

district of Boudh. 

In Kantamal Block, one Harishrandra Pathagar, Abong Ame 

Sanskrutika Parishad are also running with an aim to promoting literary and 

cultural activities of the locality. The library has good numbers of books and 

regular periodical as well as newspapers are coming for the regular 

readership of local people and students. 

Swami Vivekananda Trust, Kantamal has a library having around 1000 

books. A few newspapers and periodicals are also available in this library. 

Similarly, several other privately managed libraries namesly Sriram 

Pathagar, Naryan Nagar, Janhapank, Bhairabi Club, PurunaKatak, 

Rushisrunga Club, Naikpada, Royal Tiger Federation, Boudh, BanaDurga 

library, Chari Chhak and Gramya Vikash Parishad, Burakata, 

Khuntabandha, Boudh are functioning in this district. 
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Libraries in the District of Boudh 
 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the Library Year of 
Establishment 

No. of 
Books 

Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 
1 

District Grantee Library, Boudh 1994 4621 

Under the control 
of the District 
Information and 
Public Relations 
Office and District 
Council of Culture, 
Boudh 
(Government of 
Odisha) It has a 
reading room with 
LED TV and 
Inverter. 

2 
J.D. Club, Boudh 1922 1918 

Has a reading 
room. 

3 SRiramPathagar, Narayan 
nagar, Janhapank, Boudh 

1957  
A small library 
privately managed. 

4 AbongAmeSanskrutikaParishad 
managed 
HarishankarPathagar, 
Kantamal 

  A small library 
privately managed 

5 Swami Vivekananda Trust, 
Kantamal 

  A small library 
privately managed 

6 Bhairabi Club, Purunakatak   Private Library 
7 Rushisrunga Club, Naikpada   Private Library 
8 

Royal Tiger Federation, Boudh 

  Private Library 

9 BanaDurga Library, Chari 
Chhak, Boudh 

  Private managed 
library 

10 GramyaVikashParishad, 
Burakata, Khuntabandha, 
Boudh. 

  Privately managed 
library 

Newspapers and 

Periodicals 

One daily and one weekly newspaper are being published from 

the district. Some periodicals and a few educational institutions 

bring out their own magazines to promote creative thinking 

among the students and the staff. 

                     

RADIO 

No Radio Station functions in the district.  One Door Darshan 

Kendra is functioning at BoudhRajabati premises. Cable 

networking is also there at Boudh NAC and other small areas of 

the district. 

Museums, Botanical and Zoological Gardens 

          There is no museum, botanical garden or zoological garden in the 

district of Boudh. 
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Number of Literates and Illiterates, Literacy Rate by Sex in Towns, 2011 

 
Sr. No. Name  of town  Number of literates and illiterates 

Number of literates Number of illiterates 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 801886-Baudhgarh (NAC) 15896 8784 7112 4528 1708 2820 

  District (Urban): Baudh(391) 15896 8784 7112 4528 1708 2820 

 

Sr.  No. Name  of town   Literacy rate Gap in 

male-

female 

literacy 

rate 

Persons Males Females 

1 2 9 10 11 12 

1 801886-Baudhgarh (NAC) 86.8 93.29 79.93 13.36 

  District (Urban): Baudh(391) 86.8 93.29 79.93 13.36 

 

Distribution of Villages by Literacy Rate Range, 2011 

Range of literacy rate 

for villages 

Number of 

inhabited 

villages 

Percentage 

distribution of 

villages 

Population Percentage 

distribution of 

population 

1 2 3 4 5 

0 1 0.09 3 0.00 

 1 - 10 0 0.00 0 0.00 

 11 - 20 5 0.45 181 0.04 

21 - 30 13 1.16 1077 0.26 

31 - 40 25 2.24 2572 0.61 

41 - 50 68 6.09 14799 3.52 

51 - 60 164 14.68 43200 10.27 

61 - 70 327 29.27 114866 27.30 

71 - 80 379 33.93 186516 44.33 

81 - 90 117 10.47 53287 12.67 

91 - 99 13 1.16 3687 0.88 

100 5 0.45 550 0.13 

District: Baudh(391) 1117 100.00 420738 100.00 

Literacy rate for 

District: 70.84       
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Number of Literates and Illiterates, Literacy Rate by Sex in Sub-

Districts, 2011 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of Sub-district Total/ 

Rural/ 

Urban 

Number of literates and illiterates 

Number of literates Number of illiterates 

Persons Males  Females Persons Males  Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 03127-Kantamal Total 41685 24786 16899 35798 13933 21865 

  

Rural 41685 24786 16899 35798 13933 21865 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 03128-Manamunda Total 63401 36908 26493 42826 16234 26592 

  

Rural 63401 36908 26493 42826 16234 26592 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 03129-Baunsuni Total 27342 16037 11305 16475 5984 10491 

  

Rural 27342 16037 11305 16475 5984 10491 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 0 0 

4 03130-Baudh Sadar Total 90199 52465 37734 47199 17042 30157 

  

Rural 74303 43681 30622 42671 15334 27337 

  

Urban 15896 8784 7112 4528 1708 2820 

5 03131-Puruna Katak Total 23891 13717 10174 12996 4490 8506 

  

Rural 23891 13717 10174 12996 4490 8506 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 0 0 

6 03132-Harbhanga Total 25094 14735 10359 14256 5294 8962 

  

Rural 25094 14735 10359 14256 5294 8962 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  District: Baudh(391) Total 271612 158648 112964 169550 62977 106573 

  
Rural 255716 149864 105852 165022 61269 103753 

    Urban 15896 8784 7112 4528 1708 2820 
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Sr. 
No. 

Name of Sub-district Total/ 
Rural/ 
Urban 

 Literacy rate Gap in male-
female 
literacy rate 

Persons Males  Females 

1 2 3 10 11 12 13 

1 03127-Kantamal Total 63.83 76.23 51.54 24.69 

  

Rural 63.83 76.23 51.54 24.69 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 

2 03128-Manamunda Total 69.65 81.19 58.14 23.05 

  

Rural 69.65 81.19 58.14 23.05 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 

3 03129-Baunsuni Total 72.59 84.93 60.19 24.74 

  

Rural 72.59 84.93 60.19 24.74 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 

4 03130-Baudh Sadar Total 75.68 86.92 64.14 22.78 

  

Rural 73.66 85.74 61.32 24.42 

  

Urban 86.8 93.29 79.93 13.36 

5 03131-Puruna Katak Total 74.67 86.81 62.83 23.98 

  

Rural 74.67 86.81 62.83 23.98 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 

6 03132-Harbhanga Total 73.52 84.94 61.72 23.22 

  

Rural 73.52 84.94 61.72 23.22 

  

Urban 0 0 0 0 

  District: Baudh(391) Total 71.61 83.34 59.79 23.55 

  

Rural 70.84 82.82 58.79 24.03 

    Urban 86.8 93.29 79.93 13.36 
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CHAPTER-XIII 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

The health of the vast majority of population depends on climate and 

environment. The climate of a region is largely dependent on the land and 

the surrounding. Thickly wooded high hills running in all directions, extensive 

marshes growing paddy, deep and dense jungles with a soil charged with 

decaying vegetable matter, under a cover of luxuriant vegetation almost 

impenetrable to light, heat and air, and with profuse subsoil moisture, all 

combine to produce a most unhealthy climate in the three blocks of Boudh 

district. The unhealthy influences, in the past, adversely affected everyone, 

and a new comer usually passed through a trying ordeal of repeated attacks 

of high fever before he could find rest. His constitution by that time was 

thoroughly broken; he looked half of his former self and despaired to regain 

his vigour and spirit as long as confined in this dreadful hole. Service posting 

in Boudh was reported to be considered as almost equivalent to a death 

sentence by the people of the plains due to its unhealthiness. Outsiders 

dreaded to visit it.  Boudh is, however, more open and better watered and 

has a relatively better climate these days. But this tract was in the past 

frequently visited by severe outbreaks of cholera. From the entire southern 

part of Boudh from Khuntigora, Manamunda to Kusanga, the stretch of land 

is unhygenic. The river Mahanadi and Tel make its borders about 200 kms. 

The river Mahanadi is deep near Marjyakud Boudh. 

The general level of Boudh is well within the fever zone, and malaria 

was prevalent. It was the commonest disease and claimed the largest 

number of victims, either directly or through the many complications which 

resulted from frequent attacks of it. No one, it is said, escaped it, not even 

the Khonds and there were very few constitutions that could withstand its 

attacks. The drainage of this subdivision is excellent, all the surplus water 

being rapidly carried away by the large streams into the plains of 

Harabhanga. Some of the hill tops, moreover, are distinctly above the 

ordinary zone of cloud and mist, and would probably be found to be less 

unhealthy than the valleys. 

But today, there has been a spectacular change in the situation which 

may largely be attributed to the improvements in the fields of medical and 

public health facilities in the district. 

Health and Medical Facilities in Early Times 

Boudh district is plain country, surrounded by hills and forests. The 

majority of the inhabitants of the district constitute one subdivision ie Boudh 

sub division which is inhabited by  the Scheduled Tribes and the Scheduled 
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Castes population besides people belonging to upper castes and other 

faiths.. They were socially, economically and culturally most backward. The 

people being mostly illiterate were naturally unaware of the simple principles 

of hygiene and sanitation. Neither any public health measures seem to have 

been undertaken nor any medical institution was established in this part of 

the country before the present century. 

Ayurvedic system and witchcraft were generally prevalent. The latter 

was largely popular among the tribal people. Even today it is not totally 

extinct among them. Dreadful diseases like cholera and smallpox and for 

that matter any ailment were usually attributed to the wrath of the deities. 

The treatment of the disease, therefore, was usually conducted through 

propitiation of the deities according to the prescriptions of the witch doctor. In 

the early part of the present century vaccination against smallpox was 

introduced in the area. Although initially there was strong prejudice against 

vaccination, it gradually became popular. In about 1907-08, there is one 

charitable dispensary located at Boudh. The dispensary at Boudh had a 

small indoor ward and relief ward for indigent pilgrims. It was in charge of a 

Civil Hospital Assistant. Now there is no charitable health institution 

functioning in the district. 

Disease Pattern in Early Times 

Malarial fever was notoriously prevalent, especially in Boudh. It 

prevailed more or less every year, the largest number of cases occurring in 

the rainy season and just after its close. The fevers most commonly 

observed were tertian and quatrain. Remittent and continued fevers were 

also frequently seen, but malaria cachexia was almost unknown. Although 

malaria was common, the number of deaths among the local inhabitants due 

to malaria was not so great; the residents from other districts suffered far 

more.Malaria was a very high problem for Boudh out of every four cases 3 

cases are severe variety Falcipurum malaria. Plasmodium dalicipamom 

malaria is rampant in blocks of Boudh in comparison to mild form of vivax 

malaria. The insecticide residual spray IRS taken for rest villages yield very 

little as the people don not allow malaria workers to carry out spray in the 

sleeping rooms which are also there store or property rooms. At present 

MPHW (F), AWW with ASHA collect blood slides from fever cases and give 

primary malaria treatment, when it comes to be positive they refer the case 

to nearby PHC for medical treatment.  

Typhoid occurred, but its incidence was not so great. Unlike malaria, it 

was not probably largely prevalent in this area in the past. 

Filaria also occurred, but its incidence has been seldom high. But in 

these days it is gradually tending to increase. No special programmewas 

undertaken at early times to control the disease except the survey which 
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was conducted in 1975 in Boudh town only. The microfilaria and disease 

rates were 15.3 and 3.4 respectively. But no general conclusion can be 

deduced from the results of such a solitary survey. 

Sporadic cases of cholera occurred almost every year in the past and 

the disease seldom broke out in epidemic form. Boudh was frequently visited 

by severe outbreaks of cholera introduced by pilgrims from Puri travelling by 

the main road (also known as Jagannath Sadak) along the Mahanadi. For 

complete eradication of cholera different schemes were undertaken by 

Government at different times.Present Government activities in regard to its 

control are described separately.  

Smallpox was a common occurrence in this part of the country in the 

past. It is a dreadful disease and was generally attributed to the wrath of the 

deities. Hence the patient was seldom given any treatment. Vaccination was 

introduced in the entire area comprising the district during the early part of 

the present century with a view to control the disease. Although initially the 

people were very averse to such vaccination, it became popular in course of 

time. 

To secure complete riddance over the disease various measures are 

being undertaken in recent years much of which find place separately in this 

chapter. The statistics in Appendix ill show that leave aside the question of 

death, not even a single case of smallpox was reported during the period 

from 1969 to 1976 

The people of Boudh were largely suffering from bowel comp- 

Dysentery laints as described by Cobden Ramsay (1907-1908). Dysentery 

and Diarrhoea were the common complaints owing to the supply of 

Diarrhoeaimpure drinking water and the nature of the food commonly 

consumed. 

In early times,. food of the people consisted very largely of jungle 

products, such as, roots, fruits and fibres, many of which are harmless and 

form a substantial dietary as they obtain a large quantity of farinaceous 

substances; but when there was any scarcity they are taken without any 

mixture of rice or other food grains, and being eaten in large quanti-ties 

brought on severe bowel complaints. Despite various medical and public 

health measures undertaken in the district in recent times the incidence of 

these diseases has paradoxically tended to increase greatly. The upward 

tendency may be attributed to the modern habits of attending the hotels and 

restaurants where hygienic principles are often woefully neglected. But 

fortunately the mortality from them has not relatively gone up which may be 

chiefly due to the improvements achieved in the field of medical science. 

Yaws was a malignant type of skin disease commonly occurring 

Yawsamong the tribal people. The hill tribes of Boudh-Khondmalswereonce 
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largely suffering from yaws. Sequel to functioning of the Anti-yaws 

Programme in the district, the incidence of this disease has been 

considerably brought under control. The sporadic cases whichoccur at 

present are treated in the existing hospitals and dispensaries and warrant no 

special provision for treatment. 

The incidence of tuberculosis in the district of Boudh was fairly large. 

Air being the principal medium of contagion, this disease is likely to spread 

easily among the people in these days of unrestricted rail and road journeys. 

Special provisions for control of this disease and treatment of the patients 

have also been made. 

Among other diseases commonly occurred in the district mention may 

be made of leprosy, respiratory disease, skin disease, venereal disease, 

influenza, anaemia and mal-nutrition 

Common Diseases and Disease Vulnerability of the District 

Common diseases may be categorized into 3 parts i.e Water Borne 

Diseases, Vector borne Diseases and Air borne Diseases Common 

diseases under Water borne Diseases in the present day are:- 

1. Acute Diarrhoeal Diseases (ADD) 

2. Bacillary Dysentery (BD) 

3. Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) 

 Common diseases under Vector borne Diseases in the present day are:- 

1. Malaria 

2. Dengue 

Common diseases under Air borne Diseases in the present day are:- 

1. Leprosy 

2. Tuberculosis 

District laboratories are being strengthened for diagnosis of epidemic 

prone diseases. These labs are also being supported by a contractual 

microbiologist to manage the lab . 

Analysis of 3 years data i.e (2013-2015) upto 40th week from the 

weekly data received by IDSP from all the 3 blocks including all PHCs/ 

CHCs and DHH, Boudh the data table is below for reference:- 
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2013 2014 2015 

Diseases / syndromes No. of cases 
No. of 

cases 
No. of cases 

Measles 6 0 0 

Chicken Pox 3 12 0 

Enteric Fever 688 864 586 

Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) / Influnza like illness 

(ILI) 30349 37602 33549 

Pneumonia 211 224 198 

Acute Diarrhoeal Disease (Including Acute 

Gastroenteritis) 5223 7174 6328 

Bacillary Dysentry 2425 2970 3772 

Viral Hepatitis 14 16 2 

 No measles case found after 2013 till date in Boudh district 

Diarrhea trend have decreased in comparison to last 3 years as 

special measures taken to combat this disease has taken like routine active 

surveillance, spot mapping, camp, referral, water sanitation, safe hand wash 

practice etc.  

National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP) 

The National Leprosy Elimination Programme (NLEP) is under 

implementation in Boudh District since 1993-94. The programme is being 

supported by WHO, W.B. (through Government of India) and international 

agencies like Lepra India. There is one LEU unit functioning in the district 

with one District Leprosy Officer and support staff. District Leprosy 

Consultant (DLC) also engaged by the NHM for smooth monitoring of the 

programme in the district. 

The objective of NLEP :- 

1. To achieve and maintain Prevalence Rate < 1 per 10000 Popl. 

2. To achieve and maintain Annual NEW case detection Rate<10 per 

100000 Popl. 

3. Early detection of Leprosy cases and disability % should be < 2% 

4. Disability Prevention and Medical Rehabilitation services at Block level 

and screening for RCS. 

Asha are getting incentive for detection and follow up of Leprosy 

cases. Gr-II cases are being screened at DPMR clinics and referred for RCS 

at DHH, Sonepur. 
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RCS Done Year Wise 

 

Year 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 
No. of RCS done 2 8 10 4 12 
 

The detailed Epidemiological data is mentioned in Annexure:1 

Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) 

The REVISED NATIONAL TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL 

PROGRAMME (RNTCP)is under implementation in Boudh district 

since August 2003. The objectives of the programme are 

1. To achieve and maintain at least 90% cure rate for the newly 

diagnosed sputum smear positive TB patients. 

2. To achieve and maintain at least 90% of case detection rate 

amongst the new smear-positive patients after the first objective 

is met. 

There are three Tuberculosis units (TU) and Six designated microscopy 

centers (DMC) in Boudh District. The sputum examination is the standard for 

detection of TB patients. Under PMDT service the Sputum of MDR suspects 

are being sent to Intermediate Research Laboratory i.e. ATDandTC, Cuttack 

for culture and DST. The patients are being treated through DOTs (Directly 

Observed Treatment Short course). 

The RNTCP indicators are mentioned in Annexure:II 

National Programme for Control of Bilndness: 

National Programme for Control of Blindness was launched in the year 

1976 as a 100% Centrally Sponsored scheme with the goal to reduce the 

prevalence of blindness from 1.4% to 0.3%. As per Survey in 2001-02, 

prevalence of blindness is estimated to be 1.1%.  Rapid Survey on 

Avoidable Blindness conducted under NPCB during 2006-07 showed 

reduction in the prevalence of blindness from 1.1% (2001-02) to 1% (2006-

07). Various activities/initiatives undertaken during the Five Year Plans 

under NPCB are targeted towards achieving the goal of reducing the 

prevalence of blindness to 0.3% by the year 2020.  

 Main causes of blindness are as follows: - Cataract (62.6%) Refractive 

Error (19.70%) Corneal Blindness (0.90%), Glaucoma (5.80%), Surgical 

Complication (1.20%) Posterior Capsular Opacification (0.90%) Posterior 

Segment Disorder (4.70%), Others (4.19%) Estimated National Prevalence 

of Childhood Blindness /Low Vision is 0.80 per thousand 
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Goals and Objectives of NPCB in the XII Plan 

  

a. To reduce the backlog of blindness through identification and 

treatment of blind at primary, secondary and tertiary levels based on 

assessment of the overall burden of visual impairment in the 

country. 

b. Develop and strengthen the strategy of NPCB for ―Eye Health‖ and 

prevention of visual impairment; through provision of comprehensive 

eye care services and quality service delivery. 

c. Strengthening and upgradation of RIOs to become centre of 

excellence in various sub-specialities of ophthalmology 

d. Strengthening the existing and developing additional human 

resources and infrastructure facilities for providing high quality 

comprehensive Eye Care  in all Districts of the country; 

e. To enhance  community awareness on eye care and lay stress on 

preventive measures;  

f. Increase and expand research for prevention of blindness and visual 

impairment 

g. To secure participation of Voluntary Organizations/Private 

Practitioners in eye Care 

 

There is a 20 bed Eye Hospital established in the campus of the DHH 

Boudh with two Opthalmic Surgeon. However, since last one year both the 

post are fallen vacant. 

Sl. No. Year Cataract Operation 

1 2010-11 543 

2 2011-12 1049 

3 2012-13 919 

4 2013-14 1378 

5 2014-15 1210 
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National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP) 

There are six vector borne diseases addressed by National Vector 

Borne Disease Control Programme(NVBDCP )i,e Malaria,Filaria,Dengue, 

Chikungunya, Japanese Encephalitis, and Kala–azar. Out of these six 

diseases, Boudh district is endemic for Malaria. Filaria is also reprted in few 

areas. (Annexure IV) 

Boudh district is surrounded by high malaria endemic districts like 

Kandhmal, Balangir, Sambalpur and Angul. Malaria continues to be the 

major health problem in the district. Geo-ecological diversity, rapid 

deforestation due to development,construction activities and irrigation 

facilities, traditional and cultural beliefs with delayed health seeking 

behaviour, low socio-economic status etc led to stable transmission of 

malaria in the district. The strategies endorsed under NVBDCP since 2005 

led to reduction of mortality due to malaria in the district. (Annexure -III) 

Due to active and dedicated involvement of NVBDCP staff, death due 

to malaria has been gradually reduced during last nine years. Only 3 no‘s of 

malaria deaths were reported during 2014.Due to increased surveillance and 

introduction of bivalent Rapid Diagnostic Kit (RDK), the Annual Blood 

Examination Rate (ABER) is increased. During 2014 ABER was 14.1% 

which is highest in last nine years. As a result of increased surveillance most 

of the malaria cases were detected by health system in the district which 

were left out during previous years. Further, due to increased ABER, the 

Annual Parasite Incidence (API) was also increased to 15.03 during 

2014.Boudh district is endemic for Plasmodium falciparum malaria with Pf% 

more than 80% (Annexure III) 

Following activities are being conducted in the district under NVBDCP 

1. Early Diagnosis and complete Treatment(EDCT) 

This activity aims to diagnose a malaria patient and start treatment 

within 24 hours of detection and ensuring complete treatment of the 

case.  

EDCT is being done up to village level by the help of ASHA. They 

are supplied with all the required drugs and logistics for the purpose. 

 

2. Indoor Residual spray (IRS) 

IRS is a vector control strategy which is conducted twice in a year 

covering the high malaria endemic sub-centres of the district. 

In Boudh district insecticide-Synthetic Pyrethroid (SP 5%) is sprayed 

in the households by spray pumps. During 2014, 

166415populationof 28 sub centres were covered by IRS. 
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3. Distribution of Long Lasting Insecticidal Bed Nets (LLIN) and 

Impregnation of community bed nets. 

1,18,000  No‘s of LLINs received from state NVBDCP were 

distributed in the district from the year 2009 to 2011 

covering2,76,858 population of 44 sub centres  . LLINs are also 

supplied to the Tribal Residential Schools. 

Impregnation of community bed nets is also done by insecticide 

deltamethrin (SP flow) in camp modality. 

 

4. Information Education and Communication (IEC) activities  

To create awareness among community regarding control and 

prevention of malaria and other vector borne diseases, IEC activities like 

Anti malaria month( June), Anti Dengue Month (July), Malaria Dengue and 

Diarrhoea (MDD) campaign, Malaria SamadhanSibiraetc are being 

conducted in the district 

Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) 

Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) was launched with 

World Bank assistance in November 2004 to detect and respond to disease 

outbreaks quickly. The project was extended for 2 years in March 2010 i.e. 

from April 2010 to March 2012. The Programme continues during 12th Plan 

(2012-17) under National Health Mission. 

a. DSU, IDSP started at Boudhin 2007-08. The programme officer is 

ADMO (PH) and the other staffs are DDM, IDSP and DEO 

b. The weekly data also analyzed on regular basis for quick response 

to any Outbreak situation through trend analysis and graphical 

analysis (Year 2015 Analysis in Annexure). The analyzed reports 

are shared with both upper and lower level i.e State and Block 

level.Whenever there is rising trend of illnesses, it is investigated by 

the RRT to diagnose and control the outbreak. 

c. Under the project weekly disease surveillance data on epidemic 

prone disease are being collected from reporting units such as sub 

centres, primary health centres, community health centres, hospitals 

including  government and private sector hospitals and medical 

colleges.  The data are being collected on ‗S‘ syndromic; ‗P‘ 

probable; and ‗L‘ laboratory formats using standard case definitions. 

Presently, more than 99% blocks report such weekly data through e-

mail/portal (www.idsp.nic.in) and the compilation data sent on every 

Wednesday to State. 

http://www.idsp.nic.in/
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d. Training of District Surveillance Teams and Rapid Response Teams 

(RRT) has been completed for all Reporting Units in the district.  

e. Media scanning and verification cell was established under IDSP in 

July 2008. It detects and shares media alerts with the concerned 

states/districts for verification and response. Majority of alerts were 

related to diarrhoeal diseases, food poisoning and vector borne 

diseases.  

f. A 24X7 call center was established in February 2008 to receive 

disease alerts on a Toll Free telephone number (1075). The 

information received is provided to the States/Districts surveillance 

Units for investigation and response.  

Health Facilities and Health Care System 

In the early part of the 19th century there were only one dispensaries 

located at Boudh. Prior to the formation of the district of Boudh-Khondmals 

the medical institutions in the ex-state of Boudh maintained by the erstwhile 

ruler of the ex-State while those located in the subdivisions of Khondmals, 

and Baligurhawere looked after by the Civil Surgeon, Ganjam. The Public 

Health activities and Medical Services of the district after its constitution in 

1948 were under the charge of a district Health Officer and a Civil Surgeon 

respectively with their headquarters at Phulabani. Under the present 

organisational pattern the Civil Surgeon has been re-designated as the 

Chief District Medical Officer (CDMO), under him there are three Assistant 

District Medical Officers, one in charge of the Medical, the other in charge of 

the Family Welfare and the third in charge of the Public Health 

organisations of the district. In addition to the above, the Chief District 

Medical Officer is assisted by a number of Assistant Surgeons including 

lady Assistant Surgeons, and many other technical and non-technical staff. 

Besides his normal routine duties of administrative nature, the Chief District 

Medical Officer also functions as the District Registrar under the 

Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 and as the local food authority 

under the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954. 

After the formation of the district a number of medical institutions were 

established in the district with a view to extending medical and Public 

Health facilities. By the end of 1977 there were in the district as many as 7 

hospitals, 13 dispensaries and 15 Primary Health Centres besides 4 

Medical Aid Centres, two Special Hospitals and one Private Hospital. 

Thus the total number of medical institutions came to 18 including and 

there is no private hospital registered in the district. A list of such institutions 

with their date of establish. ments, number of staff and strength of bed, etc., 

is furnished in Appendix IV.. The total number of beds available for 
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accommodation of the patients in all the hospitals including the private 

hospital comes to 153. The Primary Health Centres which are just miniature 

hospitals with accommodations for 1 indoor patients have been established 

with a view to provide medical facilities especially in the rural areas. 

After division of the undivided Boudh-Kandhamal district into two 

districts such as Kandhamal consisting of Kandhamal and Baliguda sub-

divisions and Boudh with one Boudh sub-division having 3 blocks having 

approximate population of 3.5 lakhs , the district health administrator i.e. 

CDMO Boudh started functioning from 6.10.1996.   

The Health and Family Welfare Organisation is divided into four sub-

sections, viz., Medical, Public Health, Malaria (NVBDCP) and Family 

Welfare under the administrative control of the Chief District Medical 

Officer, Boudh. There are three Assistant District Medical Officers 

(ADMOs) and one District Malaria Officer(DMO) separately in charge of 

Medical, Public Health, Family Welfare and Malaria branches 

respectively at the district level. In addition to the District Leprosy 

Officer(DLO), District TB Officer(DTO) are working for Leprosy and TB 

control programme respectively. 

Health Facilities of the District  

Institution Number Place 

District Headquarter 
Hospital 

1 
Boudh 

Community Health 
Centre (CHC) 

3 
Baunsuni, Adenigarh, Manamunda 

Other CHC  2 Purunakatak, Kantamal 

Primary Health Centre 
(PHC) 

12 

Janhapank, Ambajhari, Baghiapada, 
Mundapada, Sagada, Dhalapur, 
Harabhanga, Talagaon, Charichak, 
Khuntigora, Palsagora, Ghantapada. 

Sub-Centres 67 
Boudh=22, Harabhanga=20 
Kantamal=25 

 Government  ANM 
Training Centre 

1 
Boudh 

Post Partum Centre  
(PPC) 

1 
Boudh 

Ayurvedic dispensaries 10 

Ambagan, Palsagora, Narayan 
Prasad, Ramagarh, 
Baghiaparha,Mundipadar, 
TikarpadaDahya, Talagan and 
Biranarsinghpur.  

Homoeopathic  
Dispensaries 

4 
Bilashpur, Madhapur, Kusanga and 
Manupali 
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District Headquarters Hospital 

The Subdivisional Hospital, Boudh, was originally founded in the 

year 1916 by the ex-ruler of Boudh. It was later converted into the Sub-

divisional Hospital in 1948 after the formation of the Boudh-

Khondhomaldistrict. It was in charge of the Assistant District Medical 

Officer(Medical) who belongs to the cadre of Joint Director-II service. The 

sanctioned position of the hospital consist of Specialists(JD-II)-5, Sr. 

Specialists(Class-I)-12, Sr. Medical Officer-6, LTRMO-6 and one dental 

surgeon. The ADMO (Med) works under the supervisory control of 

the Chief District Medical Officer, Boudh. The hospital provides 

accommodation for 93 indoor patients including two special cabin. 

Facilities for X-ray, patholological examinations, Special Newborn Care 

Unit(SNCU), Nutritional Rehabilitation Centre(NRC) and for treatment of 

anti-rabic (A. R. V.) cases are available in the hospital. Attached to it arc a 

Leprosy clinic, a T. B. clinic, ICTCand a Family Welfare clinic also 

established to provide health care facilities to the public.  

The following table gives the number of in and out patients treated in 

the hospital during the period from 2012-13 to 2014-15. 

Indoor Patient Services  

  

Year 
Male Female Total 

 
Children Adult Total Children Adult Total 

 

2012-13 1089 1947 3036 1034 3230 4264 7300 

2013-14  984 1880 2864 899 2587 3486 6350 

2014-15  1090 1719 2809 1029 2185 3214 6023 

OPD Patient Services  

Year 2012-13 2013-14  2014-15  

Total OPD  69348 74944 92445 

Other Health Facilities  

ANM Training Centre, Boudh: 

The Government Auxiliary Nurse Midwifery Training Centre (ANMTC) 

attached to the District Headquarters Hospital, Boudh, has been functioning 

since 2013. At beginning, the centre was institute running in the buildings of 

Government Girls High School, Boudh and later on it was shifted to its own 

building near Special-Jail, Boudh during 2015. The recurring expenditure on 

account of the stipend paid to the trainees, and staff salary, etc., are met by 

the Health and Family Welfare Department of the State Government through 

Director of Nursing. The Institute along with its staff consisting of two Public 
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Health Nurses, two Sister Tutors, two Lady Health Visitors and other non-

technical personnel are directly under the control of the Chief District 

Medical Officer, Boudh.  

Ayurvedic and Homeopathic Institutions 

Simultaneously with the development and spread of Allopathic system 

of healing, the State Government are also patronising other systems like 

homeopathy and Indian medicines consisting of Ayurvedic and 

Unanisystems. The medical institutions under these systems are directly 

managed by the State Government and are under the administrative control 

of the Director of Indian Medicines and Homeopathy, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar 

now converted to Director, AYUSH. 

There are, however, 10Ayurvedic dispensaries functioning at Ambagan, 

Palsagora, Narayan Prasad, Ramagarh, Baghiaparha, Mundipadar, 

Tikarpada Dahya, Talagan and Biranarsinghpur. Similarly, there are 4 

homoepathy dispensaries functioning at Bilashpur, Madhapur, Kusanga and 

Manupali. Each dispensary is in charge of a medical officer who is assisted 

by one homeopathic assistant. 

Maternity and Child Welfare 

There is in the district only one Maternity and Child Welfare 

centresi.ePost Partum Centre (PPC) located at Boudhand covers mainly 

Boudh town area.Besides, 67 sub-centres(Boudh=22, Harabhanga=20 and 

Kantamal=25)have been established at different places to render maternity 

and child welfare services. 

Antenatal, post-natal and delivery cases are chiefly looked after in 

these centres. The staff also renders domiciliary services to the nursing and 

expectant mothers. They also manage the baby clinics and render child 

health services. 

Private-Hospitals and Nursing Homes 

No Private hospital has been registered in the district.No statistics is 

available regarding the number of general practitioners and specialists 

working in urban as well as in rural areas of this district. But there could be 

some private practitioners of different systems practicing both in rural and 

urban areas. 

Health Education Scheme 

The Health Education Officer is in charge of the Health Education 

Bureau, Bhubaneswar. The Bureau undertakes publicity and Health 

Education work in the field through the Chief District Medical Officer. The 

scheme includes within its sphere of operation observance of some 

occasions like the World Health Day, World TB Day, World Population 
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Fortnight, World Leprosy Eradication Day, World Breast feeding Week, 

World AIDS Day etc. in the district every year. Besides, Health Education 

matters like control of communicable diseases, environmental sanitation, 

utility of safe drinking water supply, drainage, disposal of garbage, etc., is 

imparted to the rural folk by the para-medical personnel. 

Vaccination Programme 

Immunization saves the lives of approximately 3 million people each 

year, all over the world. After small pox irradiation programme, Expanded 

Programme of Immunization (EPI) was introduced in 1978. Universal 

Immunization Programme (UIP) introduced for six Vaccine Preventable 

diseases in 1985. It Expanded to entire country, Measles also added, Close 

monitoring of <1 yr age group. In the year 1990 Vitamin-A supplementation 

introduced in the country. After that in 1992 Child Surveillance and Safe 

Motherhood (CSSM) introduced. In order to eradicate Polio from the country 

Intensified Pulse Polio Immunisation (IPPI) was introduced in Odisha on dt. 

20/10/1999. 

 Vaccine: - A product of weakened or killed microorganism (bacterium or 

virus) given for the prevention or treatment of infectious diseases. 

Schedule for Vaccination. 

Sl.No Vaccine Age 

1 BCG,OPV-0,Hep B At Birth  

2 DPT-1,OPV-1,Hep B-1 6 weeks 

3 DPT-2,OPV-2,Hep B-2 10 weeks 

4 DPT-3,OPV-3,Hep B-3 14 weeks 

5 Measles 9-11 months 

6 Pentavalent-1,2,3 (New Vaccine) 
Introduced on 07

th
 October 2015 

6 weeks,  10 weeks, 14 
weeks 

7 TT (2 doses/Booster) Pregnant Women 

8 TT  (10 yrand 16yr) 

9 DPT and OPV Booster and 
Measles-2 

16-24 months 

10 DPT Booster 2 5 year 

On dtd. 07.10.15, pentavalent vaccine has been introduced in Routine 

Immunisationprogramme. It includes a combination of 5 antigens i.e. 
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Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Hepatitis-B, Human Influenza type-B. A child 

who has never been administered DPT will be given Pentavalent in the 

scheduled routine vaccination.The injectable IPV (Inactivated Polio virus 

Vaccine) will be added to the routine immunization schedule shortly. 

For covering the left out and drop out beneficiaries, the district has 

been organizing IRI (Intensified Routine Immunisation), Special 

Immunisation Week and Mission Indradhanush. 

Routine Immunization sessions are conducted every Wednesday at 

each immunization points of 67 health sub centres and also at PPC 

Boudh. The Asst. District Medical Officer(FW and Immunization) acts as 

the District Immunization Officer control and supervise all immunization 

programme in the district. The following statistical data will indicate the 

achievements made in the field during the year 2010-11 to 2014-15. 

 

Activities 

Achievements during 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Antenatal cases registered 

 

9510 10217 8117 8809 8340 

Deliveries conducted 

 

8099 8047 6981 6459 6970 

Institutional 

 

5414 5828 5448 5141 5824 

Domiciliary 2685 2218 1538 1318 1146 

No. of live births 8076 7954 6884 6348 6880 

Abortions conducted 267 327 356 605 664 

T. T. to expectant mothers 9159 9739 7640 7850 7555 

BCG to Children 8056 8311 7215 6901 7117 

OPV 8430 7973 7739 7938 7976 

DPT 8401 8762 8787 7676 7954 

Hep-B - 3842 8909 7674 7976 

Measles 7669 8178 8924 7807 7807 

Full Immunization 6269 8038 8797 7700 7805 

D.P.T.to children (5years) years) 8657 5926 8900 8146 7315 

 

Maternity and Child Health Care 

Introduction 

RCH Programme is one of the most ancient programmes run with the 

focus of reducing maternal and infant mortality. It is named as RCH-II from 

2005 till 2012. From 2012 onwards it has been known as RMNCH+A. The 

programme serves as the nucleus among band of programmes currently run 

and managed by National Rural Health Mission in the district. Maternal 

health is the most vital component amongst various RCH programme. 
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Maternal Health 

Boudh has shown a steady and sustained improvement in Maternal 

Mortality Ratio since the launch of NRHM in 2005 which declined from 297 in 

2011-12 (AHS) to 245 in 2012-13 (AHS). The major initiatives and 

achievements under taken for reduction of MMR includes:  

a. Upgradation of institution FRU and 24*7 (District Hqr. Hospital) 

operationalization offering emergency obstetric care and basic 

obstetric care  

b. Multiskilling of doctors in anaesthesia and emergency obstetric care, 

and their placement in FRUs  

c. Augmenting skills of health care providers, ensuring access to Basic 

Emergency Obstetric Care services (BEmOC)  

d. Strengthening the JSY scheme  

e. Undertaking outreach RCH activities through Village Health and 

Nutrition Day  (VHND) and Mamta Divas, increasing reach of Skilled 

Birth Attendance (SBA)  

f. Strengthening referral transport services through Janani Express and 

102/ 108 ambulance. 

Janani Shishu Surakhya Karyakaram (JSSK) 

In order to reduce out of pocket expenditure on families of pregnant 

women( upto 42 days) and new born (upto 1 year) who seek care in 

government health facilities under JSSK there are 6 mandatory free services 

which includes; Free Transportation, free Diagnosis, Free Services, Free 

Diet, Free Drugs and Consumables and Free Blood. 

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) 

 Increases in institutional delivery. JSY enables women to make use of 

public health facilities for safe delivery by providing Rs. 1,400 in rural and 

1,000 to urban areas to cover travel costs and other expenses. Quality of 

antenatal and postnatal care is also being strengthened, with the ASHA 

providing support for increasing utilization. JSY payments to beneficiaries 

are being disbursed through cheques in all institutions. Institutional level JSY 

Spot payment has been implemented in the district from 5th Sept, 2009. The 

district has taken the initiative to provide Free Birth Certificate, '0' dose Polio, 

BCG and JSY money paid together to the beneficiary at the time of 

discharge i.e known as Single Window Delivery System. Institutional 

Delivery Trend (against reported cases) Substantial increase in Institutional 

delivery from 36 % in 2005-06 to 87 % in 2012-13 against reported delivery.  
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VHND/ Mamata Diwas 

Fixed Village Health Nutrition Day (VHND)/ Mamata Diwas is observed 

every Tuesday / Friday at village Anganwadi centers. It includes ANC/ PNC 

of mothers, adolescent health and nutrition of the children (0-5yeras) jointly 

with the WandCD department. Now steps has been taken to provide BP 

instruments, Stethoscope, Haemoglobinometre and Uristix, So that complete 

ANC can be done along with Tetanus and IFA tablet distribution to combat 

anemia. To strengthen skill of ANM, ANM mentoring process has been 

started in the district for providing continuous mentoring with handholding 

support to poor performing ANMs.  

Child Health 

The Infant Mortality Rate of Boudh district has substantially reduced 

from 64 (AHS-2010-11) to 57 (AHS-2012-13) per 1000 live births. The 

Neonatal Mortality Rate has also reduced from 48 (AHS-2010-11) to 45 

(AHS-2012-13) per 1000 live births. There is also a decreasing trend in 

under 5 mortality in the district from 89 (AHS-2010-11) to 85 (AHS-2012-13). 

In order to reduce the mortality rate of neonates and children under 5 years 

both facility and community based child health interventions have played a 

significant role. Some of the child health initiatives in the district are as 

follows: 

Newborn Care Corner (NBCC) 

 Newborn Care Corners are set up in the labour room and OT to 

provide immediate care to all newborns like resuscitation, provision of 

warmth, prevention of infection, early initiation of breastfeeding, weighing the 

newborn, immunisation, identification and prompt referral of sick newborns. 

There are 8 newborn care corners have been established in Boudh. 

Special Newborn Care Unit (SNCU) 

 A twelve-bedded Special Newborn Care Units is established at the 

District Head Quarters Hospital, Boudh to provide special care to the sick 

newborns.  

Nutrition Rehabilitation Centre (NRC) 

 Nutrition Rehabilitation Center is a unit established nearer to the 

district headquarters hospital, Boudh where children with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) are admitted and managed. Children are admitted as per 

the defined admission criteria and provided with medical and nutritional 

therapeutic care by paediatrician and NRC counsellor. Provision for 

accommodation and cooking diet to the attendants of SAM children are also 

there at NRC. The average admission Load in NRCs is five per month in 

Boudh district.  
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Pustikar Diwas 

 Pustikar Diwas is organized on 15th of every month (fixed date 

approach) at Block PHC/CHC for examination and treatment of 

malnourished children. Malnourished children between age group 0-5 years 

are referred to PushtikarDiwas from MamataDiwas (VHND). PustikarDiwas 

involves the convergent action of both ICDS and Health department. Major 

activities of PustikarDiwas are growth monitoring, tracking, referraland follow 

up by AWW and treatment at block level institutions.  

Integrated Management of Neonatal and Childhood Illnesses (IMNCI) 

 The main objective of IMNCI is to train all basic health care workers to 

identify, treat and refer children between 0-5 years, from the community to 

the health facility so that treatment can start early. The major activities of 

IMNCI are as follows: Home visits are to be provided by ANM, AWW, and 

ASHA to every newborn on day 1, 3 and 7 and for LBW babies 3 more visits 

are undertaken. Counselling for breast feeding and supplementary feeding. 

Immunization Recognition of risk conditions, management / referrals of all 

sick children (0-5 years).  

Home Based New Born Care by ASHA 

Neonatal deaths contribute to two thirds of infant deaths and half of 

under five deaths. So provision of Home Based Newborn Care (HBNC) is 

critical during this period. Reduction of neonatal deaths would contribute to 

the reduction of Infant and Child mortality. Home Based Newborn Care 

(HBNC) through ASHAs is being implemented in Boudh district in order to 

achieve the same objectives. Around 426 ASHAs are being trained in 

module 6 and 7 in order to facilitate provision of Home Based New Born 

Care (HBNC) at the community level. The field training of AHSHA is 

conducted in Four Rounds each round is of Five days duration.  

Family Wefare Programme in the district 

Despite visible improvements in family planning service delivery in the 

district, the TFR (Total Fertility Rate) of Boudh district is 3.4 which is highest 

in the State (2.1) Further, the unmet need of contraceptives for Family 

planning in Boudh district is 3.4 (DLHS-II) which is also highest in the State 

(23.1). The female sterilization accounts for 65 percent of all contraceptive 

use in the district. The service provision for spacing methods across districts 

indicates gray areas with respect to availability of supplies; and knowledge 

and attitude of front line functionaries.  

Support to events and campaigns 

The platform of "World Population Day (11
th
 July)" and ―Population 

Stabilization Fortnight‖ (11
th
 July to 24

th
 July) was utilized to renew 
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commitments and high light need for client centric services in family 

planning. The FW Cell of district has also made efforts to strengthen 

supervision and monitoring of family planning services during the population 

stabilization fortnight with orientation of district level nodal officers and 

through provision of monitoring check lists in addition to field visits. 

Feedbacks were provided based on observations from the field with focus on 

improving quality of care and maintaining standards stipulated by MOHFW, 

Government  of India. 

 

Achievement during Population Stabilisation Fortnight (11th July to 24th 

July) 

Year 

Vasectomy Tubectomy IUCD insertion 
OP distr 
ibuted 

(in Cycle) 

CCdistr 
ibuted  

(in 
pieces) 

Conventi
onal 

NSV Minila
p 

PP Steri 
lisation 

Laparosc
opy 

Total 
Sterilisatio
n 

Interva
l IUCD 

PPIU
CD 

Total 
IUCD 
insertion 

2014 0 3 47 1 0 51 345 53 398 4200 30665 

2015 0 1 56 10 0 67 397 13 410 4862 39400 

 

Eligible Couple Survey 

Eligible Couple Survey (EC Survey) is an integral part of planning, 

monitoring and implementing family planning service delivery. It provides the 

complete information of eligible couple in a village covering age, marital 

status, contraceptive use, pregnancy, number of children, etc. that help in 

addressing unmet need. EC survey facilitates a process of promoting 

informed choices through cafeteria approach and helps in streamlining the 

family planning service delivery for reaching out to the eligible couples. 

During 2012, attempts are being made to revive the EC survey in four 

districts on a pilot basis. District level sensitization of health personnel on EC 

survey was organized in Boudh district. This was followed by block level 

training of ANM and ASHAs on EC Survey. 

Implementation of "Home Delivery of Contraceptives by ASHA at the 

Doorstep of the Beneficiaries": 

To improve access and utilization of contraceptives by eligible couples 

by delivering it at the door step and to address "unmet need" for spacing 

methods, 18 districts of Odisha( including Boudh district) were identified to 

implement the "Home delivery of contraceptives by ASHA" scheme. It 

includes dispensing of a packet of condom (@ 1/-), a cycle of Oral 

Contraceptive Pill (@1/-) and a tablet of Emergency Contraceptive Pill (@ 2/-

by ASHAs at community level for generating demand of unmet need for 

family planning through social marketing. 
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Monitoring by District QAC 

District Quality Assurance Committee (QAC) mandated to monitor 

quality of FP services, were confined to meetings and settling of insurance 

claims under Family Planning Indemnity Scheme (FPIS). Facilities were 

audited in the presence of district QAC members and emphasis was laid on 

client exit interviews. To ensure quality family planning service delivery, 

regular monitoring and field visits were under taken and feed backs provided 

for improving quality of sterilization services. 

 

Family Planning Achievement in Boudh district (2013-14 to 2014-15) 

 
Year 2013-14 2014-15 

FP Methods Annual 

ELA 

Achievement % Annual 

ELA 

Achievem

ent 

% 

Sterilisation 1822 849 47 % 1910 764 40 % 

IUCD 2323 1307 56 % 2441 1506 62 % 

Oral Pill cycles 2277 2033 89 % 2319 2149 93 % 

Contraceptive 

Condom pieces 

3871 1060 27 % 3942 1230 31 % 

 

Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 

Public Health Engineering 

This organization is responsible for the executive for Water Supply, 

drainage and sewerage scheme in the Urban Areas i.e. Boudhgarh NAC. It 

also executes ―water supply and sanitary installations‖ to all the Government 

Buildings of the Boudh Town and also executives the construction repair and 

maintenance of hand pump, tube wells in Boudh Town. 

The Chief Engineer, Public Health, Odisha, Bhubaneswar is the 

administrative head of the Public Health Engineering Organization. 

The Boudhgarh NAC is under the control of an Executive Engineer, 

Public Health Division stationed at Bolangir. At present one Public Health 

Sub Division is functioning at Boudh Town. The Sub Division is in-charge-of 

an Assistant Executive Engineer. It has one no. of Public Health Section with 

head quarter at Boudh Town. An Assistant Engineer is in charge of the 

Section. 

One Augumentation of water supply to Boudhgarh town has been 

sanctioned by the Government in the year 2014 with administratively 

approved for Rs.74,497/- lakhs. The aim of the Scheme is to cover fully with 

water supply system to the town including Marjakud. The per capita water 

demand of the public will be solved after completion of the new Water 

Supply Scheme. 
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The present status of water supply to Boudhgarh NAC is as follows: 

 

1) Population 

i) As per 1991 Census … 7446 

ii) As per 2001 Census … 18025 

iii) As per 2011 Census  ... 20435 

 

2) Total Quantity of Water produced (MLD) 

 (a) Present   … 2.20 MLD 

 (b) Initial Stage/ Base year … 3.20 MLD 

 (c) Ultimate Stage  … 5.20 MLD 

 

3) Source of Water and Type of Treatment: 

(A) Present:  Quantity (MLD)  Type of Treatment 

(i) Surface   2.20   Rapid Gravity sand 

filter 

 

(B) Proposed: 

(i) Surface   4.50   Rapid Gravity sand 

filter 

 

4) Type of Facility provided  House connection Public stand 

posts 

a) Existing    1480 nos.   175 nos. 

b) Proposed   4783 nos.   222 nos. 

 

5) Hand Pump/ Tube Wells (function): …   201 Nos. 

 

6) Total estimated cost of 

new water supply Scheme A/A accorded …  Rs.74497/- 

 

7) Provision in the New Scheme: 

1. Construction of intake well at river Mahanadi 

2. Construction of Water Treatment plant of 4.50 MLD capacity 

3. Construction of 2 nos. of WGRs and 2 nos. of ESRs 

4. Water supply to Marjakud 

5. Lying of Pipe to all uncovered areas 

 

Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) of Health 

Department is collecting water samples from all the PHCs/ CHCs/ SCs and 

Villages on regular basis weekly for water quality checking. On an average 

30 samples are being collected weekly and tested by Ortho Tulidine (OT) 
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and Hydrogen Sulphide (H2S) methods. 5 samples per week are sent to 

State Lab for Chemical and Bacteriological test on regular basis.However in 

Boudh district the average result of water samples collected in the year 2015 

is 0.1 PPM where as the result of H2S are Safe. Further the samples found 

more unsafe are also being chlorinated on round basis with the help of 

RWSandS Department 

Terminal Diseases and Treatment 

Terminal disease is made up of two words Terminal or 

Disease. Terminal means end or pertaining to the end or extremity or 

Disease means illness. Terminal disease is defined as those Diseases that 

cannot be cured. In other words Terminal illness is a medical term to 

describe a disease that cannot be cured or adequately treated and that are 

reasonably likely to cause death to the patient in a relatively short time. This 

term is most commonly used for progressive diseases such as cancer or 

advanced heart disease than for trauma. In popular usage, it indicates a 

disease that will eventually kill the victim. 

For example -Cancer, heart disease, Lesch-Nyhan Syndrome, Ebola 

Hemorrhagic Fever Treatment 

1. The options being considered are either aggressive or palliative. 

2. Palliative care is a treatment option usually offered to provide with 

some relief from patient‘s symptoms or pain. It is an option not given 

as a cure and is not a treatment intended to slow the progression of 

the terminal disease. The care is not intended to prolong patient‘s 

life, merely to provide with comfort, and hopefully, quality 

3. Aggressive treatment is a treatment option which is the polar 

opposite of palliative care. Aggressive treatment options are 

recommended when the patient, physician or a family member 

managing patient‘s healthcare believes that there is the chance for 

recovery or, that your extended life will be of an acceptable level of 

quality. This means that every trick in the medical bag will be pulled 

out; chemotherapy, radiation, surgery, dialysis, transfusions, cardio 

pulmonary resuscitation (CPR), pacemakers, antibiotics, ventilators 

4. In Boudh district, for Terminal illness like cancers the cases are 

referred to VIMSAR, Burla and positive HIV cases are being treated 

at ART Centre and being followed up. As for the MDR TB cases 

DTO make the arrangement for regular treatment and follow up 

including bacillary culture at SCB,MCH, Cuttack. 

 

  

http://www.healthcare-information-guide.com/definitions.html#aggressive-treatment
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NLEP Epidemiological Situation of Last 14 Years 

 

Year PR ANCDR MB % Child % 
Female 

% 
Deformity 

% 

2001-2002 18.69 245.83 34.35 12.1 33.8 2.29 

2002-2003 13.38 175.34 32.18 9.73 29 3.29 

2003-2004 7.12 109.27 44.44 7.32 27.65 2.12 

2004-2005 4.98 126.51 46.12 10 34.08 2.65 

2005-2006 2.26 43.48 52.8 5.05 30.8 3.37 

2006-2007 0.93 19.23 56.41 5.12 44.87 3.2 

2007-2008 1.08 19.47 55.69 2.53 39.24 2.53 

2008 - 09 2.11 31.79 66.66 2.96 38.51 5.92 

2009 - 10 2.07 31.79 60 2.22 32.59 2.22 

2010 - 11 1.53 28.26 65.83 10 35 5 

2011-12 2.68 60.76 56.97 6.2 44.57 5.4 

2012-13 3.17 72.3 50.81 9.44 41.69 5.86 

2013-14 5.01 67.27 43.37 7.94 41.39 6.6 

2014-15 2.26 36.27 46.06 6.06 42.42 6.06 
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CHAPTER-XIV 

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 

A number of voluntary social service organisations operate in this 

district. A brief account of these organisations is given below. 

Old Age Home 

An Old Age Home was started at Jhadrajhing in Boudh district in 2005. 

It is managed by an Executive Committee consisting of 11 members 

including the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Joint Secretary and 

Cashier. The Old Age Home was funded by Government of India but from 

the years 2013-14 and 2014-15 the organisation is not getting the grant-in-

aid (GIA). The Organisation is meeting the expenses out of its own 

resources.  

The Old Age Home was formed for the social welfare of all people 

aged 60 and above and also those in distress. Its main objectives are to 

give a decent and disciplined life to older persons and take care of them. 

Old persons are living there happily and they spend their time watching the 

Television. They do not feel bored.  25 older persons are living in the Old 

Age Home. 

Swadhar Shelter Home 

The Swadhar Home was started in 2004-2005 at Seva Vihar Butupali 

in Boudh district. It is managed by an Executive Committee consisting of 11 

members including the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Joint 

Secretary and Cashier. The Swadhar Home is funded by Government of 

India but from 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 the organisation is not getting 

GIA. The Organisation is managing its expenses out of its own resources. 

The aim of the organisation is to bring sustainable growth and development 

of the society and especially of the weaker, neglected and oppressed 

persons. Widows, divorcees, unwed mothers and other categories of 

distressed women deserted by their family members and other destitutes in 

difficult circumstances are staying in the home. Women without any family 

support are rehabilitated in the home. These women are also taking 

vocational training in the home. There are 38 distressed women with their 8 

children of age group 0-7 staying in the home. 

Special School 

The Special School  was started in 1994 at Seva Vihar at Butupali in 

the Boudh district It is managed by an Executive Committee consisting of 11 

members including the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Joint Secretary 

and Cashier. The Special School was funded by Government of India but 
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from 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 the organisation is not getting the grant. 

The organisation is managing with its own funds. It is mainly working for 

blind and deaf children. The aim of the organisation is to bring sustainable 

growth and development of the society and especially for the children with 

special need. The organization emphasized to ensure maximum physical 

and intellectual development of children. Students enjoy different 

programmes organised in the school and live there happly. 33 students are 

staying there. 

Orphanage 

 Ramakrushna Balashrama, an orphanage, was started in 1976 at 

Karadi, Biranarsingpur. It is managed by an Executive Committee consisting 

of 11 members including the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Joint 

Secretary and Cashier. The orphange is funded by Government of 

Odisha.The organisation is mainly working for orphans. The aim of the 

organisation is to bring sustainable growth and development of the society 

and especially of the orphans. The organization emphasized to ensure 

maximum physical and intellectual development of the children. The 

students are going to different schools and colleges for their study and are 

living there happily. At present 75 students are staying there. 

Besides Ramakrushna Balashram, two more orphanages namely Good 

News India and Harvest Blessing Home are functioning in the district. These 

organisations manage their expenses out of their own resources. 100 

Orphan children are staying at Good News India and 12 in Harvest Blessing 

Home.  

Youth Council for Development Alternatives (YCDA) 

Youth Council for Development Alternatives (YCDA) is a Non - 

Governmental Organization established in the year 1993 with the objective 

to bring sustainable change in the socio-economic condition of 

disadvantaged and oppressed masses in the community. It works through a 

group of experienced and trained social workers on different subjects. The 

head office of the organization is situated at village Baunsuni of Boudh 

district; and all organizational affairs are being carried out from the head 

office itself.  For the smooth management of the programmes cluster offices 

and project offices are set up at field level. 

The major thrust of the organization is to initiate field-based intervention 

focusing on the issues of primary education, community health care and 

livelihood support system. In macro level, networking with like-minded 

groups, organizing training, workshops to highlight various issues and 

undertake advocacy measures are the key interventions. 
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Name of the 

NGO 

Head of 

the NGO 

Address Contact No. Website and mail id 

 

Youth Council 

for 

Development 

Alternative 

Rajendra 

Meher 

Youth Council for 

Development 

Alternatives YCDA 

Baunsuni,Tikirapara 

Road 

06841228377 http://www.ycdaindia.org 

ycdaboudh@yahoo.co.in 

 

Chandra Sekhar Pathagar (CSP) 

Chandra Sekhar Pathagar was founded by Khageswar Mahakud on 

12.10.1991 and is working on the following fields. 

a. Women Empowerment Programme 

b. Self Help Groups, Promotion and Micro Finance 

c. Livelihood Programme 

d. Irrigation/Agriculture 

e. Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) 

f. Child Labour Advocacy and Action Programme 

g. Joint Forest Management 

Child Protection 

The District Child Protection Unit is functioning in Boudh district for the 

effective implementation of the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) 

from March 2013, by appointing of professionals under Women and Child 

Development Department, Government of Odisha. The Integrated Child 

Protection Scheme (ICPS) is a centrally sponsored scheme aimed at 

building a protective environment for children in difficult circumstances, as 

well as other vulnerable children, through Government-Civil Society 

Partnership. ICPS is expected to significantly contribute to the realization of 

Government/ State responsibility for creating a system that will efficiently 

and effectively protect Children. It is based on the cardinal principles of 

―Protection of Child Rights‖ and ―Best interest of the child‖. ICPS is achieving 

its objectives to contribute to the improvements in the well being of children 

in difficult circumstances, as well as to the reduction of vulnerabilities to 

situations and actions that lead to abuse, neglect, exploitation, abandonment 

and separation of children from their families. 

The District Child Protection Unit, Boudh is functioning under overall 

supervision and monitoring of Collector and District Magistrate, Boudh. The 

Staff position of the DCPU is as follows:  
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Sl. 

No 

Name of the post Sanction 

Post 

Staff in 

Position 

Post 

Laying 

Vacant 

01 District Child Protection Officer 01 01 00 

02 Protection Officer ( Institutional Care) 01 01 00 

03 Legal Cum Probation Officer (LPO) 01 01 00 

04  Protection Officer (Non Institutional Care) 01 00 01 

05 Counsellor 01 01 00 

06 Social Worker 02 02 00 

07 Accountant 01 01 00 

08 Data Analyst 01 01 01 

09 Data Entry Operator 01 01 00 

10 Outreach Worker 02 00 02 

Total 12 09 03 

 

Target Groups 

The Child Protection Unit focuses its activities for effective 

implementation of Integrated Child Protection Scheme and works for the 

children in need of care and protection and children in conflict and with 

children who come in contact with the law, either as victim or as a witness or 

due to any other circumstance as defined under the Juvenile Justice (Care 

and Protection) Act.  

Children in Need of Care and Protection 

a. Orphans, abandoned and destitute children  

b. Missing or run-away children  

c. Street and working children  

d. Children of sex workers  

e. Trafficked or sexually exploited children  

f. Children affected by HIV/AIDS  

g. Children affected by natural calamities, emergencies and 

manmade disasters  

h. Children with disabilities  

i. Child beggars  

j. Children suffering from terminal/incurable disease  

k. Children of prisoners 
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Children in Contact and Conflict with Law  

Children in conflict with law are those who have allegedly committed 

some offence and require the law to intervene. Children in contact with law 

are those who come in contact with law either as victims or as witness or 

due to any other circumstances. In short, they may require being in touch 

with the court and court proceedings due to circumstances and situations. 

District Child Protection Unit delivere services through the following 

Structure 

Institutional Service 

a. Child Care Institution 

b. Open Shelter 

c. Shelter Home 

d. Special Home 

e.  Short Stay Home 

f. Observation Home 

Boudh district has two registered Child Care Institutions and a 

registered Special School for the Deaf and Blind for imparting institutional 

services for children in need of care and protection as follows:  

Sl 

No 

Name and 

Address of the 

Child Care 

Institution 

Managed By Funding 

Pattern 

Registration Status Sanction 

Strength Society 

Regd. Act 

1860 

JJ Act. 

2000 

01 Ramakrushna 

Balashrama 

At/Po: 

BiranashingpurDist

: Boudh 

NGO 

RamakrushnaB

alashrama 

Receive Grant 

in Aid from 

Government of 

Odisha 

37/1987- 88 19/2006 

renewal 

vide 

354/DCP

U 

80 

02 Good News India 

Children‘s Home 

At/Po: Butupali, 

Boudh 

NGO 

Happy and 

Holy Society 

WB 

Happy and 

Holy Society 

WB 

WB 

1961/77479/ 

1994-95 

01/ JJ Act 

/ DCPU 

2014 

100 

03 Special School for 

Deaf and Blind 

At/Po: Narayanpur 

Boudh 

NGO 

ASWSRO 

Receive Grant 

from 

Government 

15937/771/19

79-80 

02/JJ Act/ 

DCPU 

2014  

50 
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Family Based Non Institutional Care 

a. Sponsorship support 

b. Foster Care support 

c. After Care support 

d. Adoption  

Status Of Different Committee Formed Under DCPU 

 

Sl. 
No 

Committee Formation Status Activities 

01 District Child 
Protection 
Committee 
(DCPC) 

Formed With the Chairmanship 
of President ZillaParisad and Co-
chairmanship of Collector.  

All Districts Level Officer related 
to Children are the Member. 

To monitor the overall 
implementation of 
Integrated Child 
Protection Scheme in 
the district. 

02 Block level 
Child Protection 
Committee 
(BLCPC) 

BLCPC has been formed in all 3 
blocks With the Chairmanship of 
block. Chairmen and Co-
chairmanship of BDO of the 
concern Block.  

All Sarapanchs and block level 
officer related to children is the 
member. 

Monitor and planned for 
the effective 
implementation of all 
child related scheme. 

03 Panchayat 
Level Child 
Protection 
Scheme 
(PLCPC) 

All the PLCPC has been formed. 
The committee headed by the 
sarapancha and consists of other 
10 members including teacher, 
AWW, ANM, children 
representative, socially respected 
person, civil society members 

Ensuring the child 
protection at the 
grassroots level. 

04 District 
Inspection 
Committee 

Formed with the Chairmanship of 
Addl. District Magistrate. Other 
members are the CDMO, DPC, 
Chairperson CWC, DSWO and 
Members of JJB. 

Inspection of the child 
care Institution 
functioning in the 
district. 

05 Sponsorship 
Foster Care 
Approval 
Committee 
(SFCAC) 

Formed with the Chairpersonship 
of DCPO and the Other member 
are Chairperson CWC, PONIC,  
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Tutory Support Services 

Child Welfare Committee (CWC) 

The Child Welfare Committee consisting of a Chairperson and four 

other members is functioning in the district. The committee is the final 

authority to dispose of cases for the care, protection, treatment, 

development and rehabilitation of the children in need of care and protection. 

The office is functioning in a rented building in Mursundhi with adequate 

infrastructure. 

Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) 

Juvenile Justice Board is functioning in the district with the 

chairmanship of Chief Judicial Magistrate and other two social workers in the 

premises of Court. 

Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) 

The Special Juvenile Police Unit headed by the DSP, HRPC is 

functioning in the district, Child Welfare Officer of each police station, two 

social worker of DCPU are the members of the unit imparting protection 

service to the children comes and contact with law in different 

circumstances. The SJPU have also formed and functioning in all the 6 

Police Stations of the district consisting of one Child/Juvenile Welfare officer 

and two constables. 

Newspapers and Periodicals 

One daily named Hiranchal and one weekly named Bajra Prahar are 

published from the district.  A few educational institutions bring out their own 

magazines to promote creative thinking among the students and the staff. 

A fortnightly titled The Baudha Barta founded by Raja Narayan Prasad 

Dev, CBE was brought out from Boudh as early as 1945. 

Adult Literacy 

To wipe out illiteracy among the masses an intensive adult education 

programme was undertake in the district of Boudh-Kandhamals soon after 

Independence and the Social Education Organisers of the Community 

Development Blocks, besides the Education Departments, were in charge of 

implementing adult literacy and other allied programmes. The present policy 

of the Government towards the Adult Education Scheme which is being 

implemented in the district is to make the illiterate adults literate on Normal 

Adult Literacy Programme. The adult literacy centres conduct two sessions a 

year, each being of half a year duration. The Education and the Youth 

Services Department of the State supply the reading and writing materials to 

the adult learners.  
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The J.D. Club of Boudh was founded under the patronage of Narayan 

Prasad Dev, the ex-ruling Chief of Boudh state. The Club helps in promoting 

literacy and cultural activities among the people of the locality. It organises 

cultural and literary programmes on different occasions and conducts games 

and sports competitions. It has a library-cum-reading room with a good 

number of books, newspapers and periodicals.  

Political Parties, Organizations and Pressure Groups: 

As recorded, Boudh district is rich in cultural heritage, traversed by river 

Mahanadi and its tributaries, along which lie the extensive river line fertile 

plains. The population of the District is 4,41,161 (census -2011) and the 

projected population-2015 is 4,68,456. The number of electors in the district 

is 2.89.531(Final Electoral Roll, 2015) covering two Assembly 

Constituencies Viz. 85-Kantamal A.C and 86–Boudh A.C. The 

electors/population ratio in respect of 85- Kantamal AC is 63.83 % and 86- 

Boudh AC is 61.98%. Similarly EPIC coverage of 85- Kantamal AC is 99.43 

% and 86- Boudh AC is 99.39 %. Photo coverage of 85- Kantamal AC is 

99.28 % and 86- Boudh AC is 99.22 % 

History of Assembly Constituencies 

Before delimitation, Boudh district was catering to Assembly 

Constituencies viz: 105- Boudh A.C (182 booths), 102-Balliguda A.C (Part-

44 booths), 104-Phulbani (part-47 booths). Thus there were 278 booths in 

all. After delimitation of Assembly Constituencies, the district has been 

divided into 2 Assembly Constituencies i.e. 85-Kantamal A.C and 86- Boudh 

A.C. Then 79 new booths were created. Hence the newly delimited 

Assembly Constituencies cover 357 booths (278 old + 79 new). The number 

of booths in 85- Kantamal A.C is one hundred ninety (190) and in 86- Boudh 

A.C. is one hundred sixty seven (167) as on 2013. Now the total number of 

booths of 85- Kantamal AC are 205 and 86- Boudh AC are 186. 

Political Parties 

There are seven political parties operating in the Boudh district out of 

which, 5 are national parties such as Bharatiya Janata Party, Indian National 

Congress, Bahujan Samaj Party, Communist Party of India and Samajbadi 

Party and two regional political parties are  BijuJanata Dal and Aam Adimi 

Party. In the last simultaneous General Election-2014, the members of all 

political parties fielded their candidates. The details of result of elections 

from 1951-52 to 2014 is indicated below:- 

First General Elections 1951-52 

In the state of Odisha the first General Elections were held from the 3rd 

to the 25th January 1952 on the basis of adult franchise. Since then the 

people have exercised their franchise in seven elections both for the Lok 
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Sabha and the VidhanSabha.The district was divided into three 

constituencies for the first General Elections to the Vidhan Sabha. Of these, 

Phulabani-Udayagiri was Sabhaa double-member constituency. The other 

two, namely, Baligurha andBoudh were treated as single-member 

constituencies. In the double-member constituency one seat was general 

and the other was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. The Baligurha 

constituency was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes and the Boudh 

constituency was for the general candidates. 

In the General Elections of 1952, besides the Independent candidates 

only one political party, i. e., the Congress, took part in the election. 

The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by the Congress party 

and the Independents in thd district are given below: 

Name of political 

parties 

No. of 
candidates set 

up 

No. of 
seats won 

No. of  
valid votes polled 

Cogress 4 1 12,450 

Independent 10 3 48,870 

Total 14 4 61,320 
 

Out of 61,320 valid votes polled, more than 75 per cent went in 

favour of the Independent candidates indicating the strong hold of the 

Independents in the district. 

The following table gives further details of the General Elections 

held in the district in 1952
1
. 

Name of 

constituencies 

No. of  

Seats 

No. of 

persons 

contested 

No. of 

electors 

Total 

No. of  

valid 

votes 

Total 

No.  of 

votes 

polled 

Perce-

ntage of 

Votes 

Party Won the 

election 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Baligurha 1 1 55,562 
 uncon- 

tested 
 Congress 

Phulabani- 

Udayagir 
2 8 1,23,342 2,46,684 42,914 17

.
39 

Independent 

and 

Independent 

Boudh 1 5 60,881 60,881 18,406 30
.
23 Independent 

Total 4 14 2,39,785 3,07,565 61,320 19
.
94  

 

Lok Sabha 

 In the first General Elections, 1952 the district along with Rayagada 

of Koraput district constituted one single-member Parliamentary 

constituency. The Congress party candidate won the election uncontested. 

The total number of electors in the Parliamentary constituency was 3,93,599. 

  

                                                           
1
 Report on the Fit

-
St General Elections in India, 1951-52, Vol. II (Statistical), pp. 410-411 
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Second General Elections 1957 

The Second General Elections were held between the periodfrom the 

24th February to the 14th March, 1957. 

Vidhan Sabha 

For the purpose of this election the district was divided into three 

constituencies, namely, Baligurha, G. Udayagiri, and Phulabani. Former two 

were single-member constituencies while the latter was treated as a double-

member constituency. Baligurha and G. Udayagiri constituencies were 

reserved for the Scheduled Tribe candidates. In Phulabani double-member 

constituency one seat was general and the other was reserved for the 

Scheduled Caste candidates, 

In 1957 General Elections, two political parties besides the 

Independent candidates contested the elections. The parties were the 

Congress and the GanatantraParishad.The number of members set up, 

number of seats won and number of valid votes polled by the candidates set 

up by the political parties in the district were as follows: 

Name of Political Parties No. of candidates No. of ceats No. of valid votes 

Congress 4 Nil 21,660 

GanatantraParishad 4 4 46,100 

Independents 13 Nil 22,120 

Total 21 4 89,880 

The figures of valid votes polled show the popularity of the Gana-

tantraParishad in the district. 

The following table gives further details of the General Elections held in 

the district in 1957
2
. 

Name of 

constituencies 

No. of  

Seats 

No. of 

persons 

contested 

No. of 

electors 

Total No. 

of  votes 

Total No.  

of valid 

votes 

polled 

Percent-

age of 

Col 6 to 

Col.5  

Party 

Won the 

election 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Baligurha 1 2 55,034 55,034 11,208 20.36 G.P. 

G. Udayagir 1 4 60,613 60,613 13,029 21.49 G.P 

Phulbani 2 15 1,25,270 2,50,540 65,643 26.20 G.P. 

Total 4 21 2,40,917 3,66,287 89,880 24.54  

 

  

                                                           
2
 Re,) 0:1 OA the General Elections in India, 1957, Vol, II (Statistical) pp. 872-875 
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Lok Sabha 

In 1957, the district was included in the Kalahandi Parliamentary 

constituency. It was a double-member constituency in which one seat was 

general and 
t
he other was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. Two political 

parties, viz., the Congress, the GanatantraParishad, and one Independent 

candidate contested the elections. In all, there were five candidates in the 

filed. The number of votes polled was as follows : 

Name of the political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

Congress 1,28,910 

Ganatantra Parishad 3,26,601 

Independent 16,441 

In the contest, the Ganatantra Parishad won both the seats by securing 

326,601 votes. The general candidate got 174,920 votes whereas the 

Scheduled Tribes candidate captured 151,681 votes. 

The number of electors for the elections was 794,638 and the total 

number of votes was 1,589,276. Total number of valid votes polled in the 

elections was 317,456. The percentage of voting for the Parliamentary seats 

was 19.97. 

Mid-term Elections,1961 

The Second General Elections were over by the end of March, 1957. 

The third General Elections, in normal course, would have been held in 

February-March, 1962. But in consequence of the promulgation of the 

President's rule, the State Legislative Assembly was dissolved with effect 

from the 25th February, 1961 and the Mid-term Elections were held from the 

2nd to the 8th June, 1961. 

In 1957 General Elections, Phulabani was a double-member 

constituency, but in the elections of 1961 the double-member constituencies 

were abolished and the concerned constituency was bifurcated. Thus in the 

mid-term elections the number of Assembly constituencies in the district was 

increased from three to four, each constituency returning one candidate. Out 

of the four constituencies, only Phulabani was declared a general seat. G. 

Udayagiri and Baligurha were reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. The 

remaining one, i. e., Boudh was treated as Scheduled Castes constituency 

for the election. The political parties which participated in the mid-term 

elections were the Congress and the Ganatantra Parishad. Non-party or 

Independent candidates also contested in the election. 
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The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political 

parties for the Vidhan Sabha were as follows: 

 

Name of the political 

parties 

Number of  
candidates set up 

 

Number of  
seats won 

Number of  
valid votes  

polled 
Congress 4 2 16,284 

GanatantraParishad 4 2 19,358 

Independents 5 Nil 3,558 

 13 04 39,200 

This time also the GanatantraParishad claimed more votes than other 

parties and retained its popularity in the district  

The following table gives further details of the Mid-term Elections held 

in 1961. 

Name of  
constituency 

No. 
of 

seats 

No. of 
persons 

contested 

No. of  
electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percen- 
tage of 

Col. 5 to 
Col. 4 

Total 
No. of 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percen- 
tage of 

Col. 7 to 
Col. 4 

Party won 
the election 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Baligurha 1 4 52,947 7,993 15.09 7,349 13
.
88 

Ganatantra 
Parishad 

G. Udayagiri 1 3 59,208 9,920 16
.
75 9,280 15

.
67 Congress 

Phulabani  1 4 54,666 10,522 19
.
30 9,846 18.01 Congress 

Boudh 
 

1 2 79,622 13,580 17.05 12,725 15.98 
Ganatantra 

Parishad 
Total 4 13 246,443 42,045 17

.
06 39,200 15.91  

 

Lok Sabha Elections, 1962 

The district had one single-member Parliamentary constituency, i. e., 

Phulabani, in the Lok Sabha Elections of 1962. The seat was meant for the 

Scheduled Tribes candidates. Two political parties contested the election. 

The number of votes polled by the candidates set up by the political parties 

was as follows. 
 

Name of the political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

Congress 24,445 

Ganatantra Parishad 27,720 

For the first time the Parliamentary seat went in favour of the 

GanatantraParishad. The party captured 53.13 per cent of the total valid 

votes polled in the Parliamentary constituency. The total number of electors 

in the constituency was 3,99,334 and the total number of valid votes polled 

was 52,165. 
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General Elections, 1967 

Vidhan Sabha 

In 1951-52 elections, the poll was completed in 36 days. In 1957 

elections, the polling days were reduced to 14. In 1961 mid-term elections, 

the poll was held in 5 days. In 1962 elections, the polling was completed in 7 

days. In 1967, however, the General Elections to the State Legislature and 

the House of the People were completed in one day, i.e., on the 21st 

February, 1967. 

For the purpose of the General Elections held in 1967, Boudh-

Khondmals district was divided into four Assembly constituencies, i. e., G. 

Udayagiri, Baligurha, Phulabani and Boudh. Except Boudh, others were 

reserved constituencies for the Scheduled Tribes. 

As many as four political parties contested the elections besides non-

party or Independent candidates. The parties were the Congress, the Jana 

Sangh, the Swatantra and the Jana Congress. 

The number of candidates set up, number of seats won and number of 

valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political parties in the 

district were as follows : 

Name of the political 

parties 

Number of  
candidates  

set up 

Number of 
seats won 

 

Number  
of valid 

votes polled 

Congress 4 Nil 18,777 

Swatantra 4 3 26,470 

Jana Sangha 4 Nil 2,886 

Jana Congress 2 1 11,583 

Independents 8 Nil 10,867 

Total 22 4 70,583 

In the contest, the Swatantra Party captured three seats and one went 

in favour of the Jana Congress. Out of 70,583 valid votes polled the 

Swatantra Party secured 26,470 votes indicating a considerable hold of the 

party in the district. 

The following table gives further information concerning the General 

Elections held in 1967: 
Name of  

constituency 
No. of 
seats 

No. of persons 
contested 

No. of  
electors 

Total votes 
polled 

Percen- tage of 
Col. 5 to Col. 4 

Total No. of 
valid votes 

polled 

Percen- tage 
of Col. 7 to 

Col. 4 

Party won the 
election 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Udayagiri 1 7 76,426 16,493 21.94 14,993 19.54 Swatantra 

Baligurha 1 4 67,900 13,166 19.39 11,942 17.59 Swatantra 

Phulabani 1 5 69,610 15,348 22.17 14,235 20.30 Swatantra 

Boudh 

 
1 6 73,928 32,856 44.44 29,413 39.79 Jana Congress 

Total 7 22 288,164 77,863 27.02 70,583 24.46  
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Lok Sabha 

In the General Elections of 1967, there was one Parliamentary 

Constituency in Boudh-Khondmals district, i. e., Phulabani Parliamentary 

Constituency. The constituency was for the Scheduled Caste candidates. 

The parties which contested for the seat were the Congress, the Swatantra 

and the Jana Sangh. Besides, candidate Independent, contested the 

election. 

The number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by the 

parties was as follows:- 

Name of the political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

Swatantra 64,531 

Jana Sangh 12,815 

Congress 42,920 

Independent 16,343 

Swatantra Party candidate won the election by defeating his nearest 

rival, the Congress candidate, by a margin of 21,611 votes. The number of 

electors in the election was 468,518 and the number of votes polled was 

147,798. 

Fifth General Elections, 1971 

The Fourth General Elections to the House of the People and the 

Legislative Assembly having been held in the year 1967, normally the Fifth 

General Election would have been held in the year 1972. 

But the House of the People having been dissolved by the President 

under sub-section (b) of section 2 of Article 85 of the Constitution of India on 

the 27th December 1970, General Elections to the House of the People 

were held earlier. 

On the 17th January 1971, the Election Commission recommended to 

the President of India in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 14 of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951, for issue of a notification on the 1st 

February 1971 calling upon the Parliamentary Constituencies in Orissa to 

elect Members to fill the 20 seats in the House of the People. 

In the meantime, the Orissa Legislative Assembly was dissolved on the 

23rd January 1971. The Election Commission decided to synchronise the 

Assembly Poll with the Parliamentary elections. Hence, the Fifth General 

Elections in the State for the House of the People and the Legislative 

Assembly were held on the 5th March 1971. 

Like the General Elections of 1967, the district was divided into four 

Assembly Constituencies which included Udayagiri, Baligurha, Phulabani, 
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and Boudh. The first three were reserved for the Scheduled Tribe candidates 

and the last one for the general candidates. 

In 1971, six political parties contested the elections with Independent 

candidates. The name of political parties which participated in the elections 

were the Indian National Congress, the Utkal Congress, the Swatantra, the 

Jana Congress, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh and the Praja Socialist Party. 

The number of candidates set up, number of seats won and number of 

valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different parties in the district 

were as follows: 
 

Name of the political parties 
 

No. of 
candidates 

set up 

No. of  
seats 

won 

No. of valid 
votes polled 

Swatantra 4 3 29,936 
Utkal Congress 4 Nil 9,800 
Jana Congress 4 Nil 17,561 
Indian National Congress 3 1 11,455 
Praja Socialist party 1 Nil 1,220 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh 1 Nil 1,518 
Independents 5 Nil 11,351 
Total 22 4 82,841 

In all, 22 candidates contested for the four VidhanSabha seats. In the 

multi-cornered contest, the Swatantra Party achieved a major triumph by 

capturing three seats and one seat went in favour of the Indian National 

Congress. 

The following table presents a detailed account in respect of the Fifth 

General Elections held in 1971
3
; 

Name of  
constituencies 

No of 
seats 

 

No. of 
per- 

sons 
con- 

tested 

 

No. of 
electors 

 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percen- 
tage of 

Col. 5 to 
Col. 4 

Total 
valid 

votes 
polled 

Percen- 
tage of 

Col. 7 to 
Col. 4 

Party won 
election  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Udayagiri 1 6 90,004 21,842 24
.
26 20,600 22.89 Swatantra 

Baligurha 1 6 74,871 17,558 23'45 15,953 21
.
31 Swatantra 

Phulabani 1 5 73,804 13,780 18'67 12,579 17
.
04 Congress 

Boudh 1 5 79,295 36,506 46
.
03 33,709 42

.
51 Swatantra 

 4 22 317974 89686 28.21 82.841 26.05   

  

                                                           
3
 Report on the Fifth General Elections in Orissa, 1971 
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Lok Sabha 

In 1971, there was one single-member Parliamentary Constituency 

known as Phulabani Parliamentary Constituency in the district. This 

constituency was for the Scheduled Caste candidates. 

In this election, three political parties, viz., the Indian National 

Congress, the Utkal Congress and the Swatantra Party entered the field 

and contested the election. One Independent candidate also had entered 

the fray. 

The number of votes polled by the candidates for the Parliamentary 

seat was as follows: 

 

Name of the political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

Indian National Congress 48,003 

UtkalCongress 22,611 

Swatantra Party 68,705 

Independents 12,621 

In the contest, the Swatantra Party won the election by securing 68,705 

votes or 45.22 per cent of the total valid votes polled in the Parliamentary 

Constituency. The total number of electors in the constituency Was 

5,15,484. The total number of votes polled was 1,61,845. 

Sixth General Elections,1974 

The Fifth General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly having 

been held in the year 1971, normally the Sixth General Elections would have 

been held in the year 1976. But the Odisha Legislative Assembly was 

dissolved on the 1st March 1973. The Election Commission of India decided 

to hold the elections to the Assembly on the 22nd, 24th and 26th February 

1974. Accordingly, the elections in the district of Boudh-Khondmals were 

held on the 22nd and 26th February 1974. 

In this election, the district was divided into four single-member 

Assembly constituencies which included Baligurha and Udayagiri Scheduled 

Tribes constituencies, Phulabani Scheduled Castes constituency and 

Boudhgeneral constituency. 

Five political parties and nine Independent candidates took part in the 

elections of 1974. The political parties which participated in the election were 

the Indian National Congress, the Swatantra Party, the Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh, the Indian National Congress (Organisation) and the Jana Congress. 

Excepting the last one, all other political parties had their affiliation with All-

India bodies. 
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The number of candidates set up, number of seats won and number ot 

valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political parties were 

as follows : 

Name of the political parties No. of  
candidates  

set up 

No. of  
seats won 

No. of valid 
votes  polled 

1 2 3 4 

Indian National Congress 4 3 40,044 

Swatantra Party 4 1 42,536 

Bharatiya Jana Sangh 1 Nil 1,309 

Indian National Congress 
(Organisation) 

2 Nil 1,928 

Jana Congress 2 Nil 850 

Independents 9 Nil 28,717 

Total 22 4 1,15,384  

In all, 22 candidates contested for four Assembly seats. In the contest, 

the Indian National Congress captured three seats and one seat went to the 

Swatantra Party. Though the Indian National Congress won more seats, it 

could not capture more votes. 

The following table gives further information concerning the Sixth 

General Elections held in 1974 : 

Name of  
constituencies 

No. 
of seats 

No. of per- 
sons 
Con- 

tested 

No. of  
electors 

Total votes 
polled 

Percen- 
tage of 

Col. 5 to 
Col. 4 

Total 
valid 

votes 
polled 

Percen- 
tage of 

Col. 7 to 
Col. 4 

Party won 
election 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Baligurha 1 4 80,439 24,621 30'61 22,898 28
.
47 Indian 

National 
Congress 

Udayagiri 1 6 85,375 27,316 32'00 25,701 30
.
10 Ditto 

Phulabani 1 8 81,838 20,088 24'55 18,626 22
.
76 Ditto 

Boudh 1 4 88,385 51,886 58'70 48,159 54
.
49 Swatantra 

Total 4 22 3,36,037 1,23,911 36'87 1,15,384 34
.
34  

Seventh General Elections, 1977 

The Sixth General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly were 

held in February, 1974. Normally, the Seventh General Elections would have 

been held in 1979. But after the Lok Sabha Elections of March, 1977, the 

situation in the country took a different turn and the will of the people was 

expressed against the prevailing regime. As a result, the State Assembly 

was dissolved by the President of India from the 30th April, 1977. Then the 

Election Commission of India decided to hold elections to Assembly 

constituencies of the state on the 10th June, 1977 Accordingly, all 

arrangements were made and elections were held in Bo udh-Khondmals 

district on the aforesaid date.As in the previous elections, there was no 

change in the set up of the Vidhan Assembly constituencies in the district 

during 1977 elections. The political parties which participated in the election 
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were the Indian National Con-gress and the Janata Party. Five Independent 

candidates also contested for the Assembly poll. 

The number of members set up, number or seats won and number of 

valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political parties were 

as follows: 

Name of the political parties No. of 
Candidates 

Setup 

No. of 
Seats 
Wone 

No. of Valid 
Votes Polled 

Indian National Congress 4 Nil 45,367 
Janata Party 4 3 65,813 
Independents 5 1 17,232 
Total 13 4 1,28,412  

In all 13 candidates contested the four Assembly seats in which the 

Janata Party captured three seats and one went in favour of an Independent 

candidate. In the election, the Janata Party secured 51.25 per cent of the 

total valid votes polled. This shows the popularity of the Janata Party for the 

first time in Boudh-Khondmals district. 

The following table gives further information about the seventh General 

Elections 1977 : 

Name of 

consti  

tuencies 

No. of 

seats  

No. of 

persons  

No. of 

election 

contested  

Total 

votes 

polled 

Percen- 

tage of Col. 

5 to Col. 4 

Total valid 

votes polled 

Percen- 

tage of 

Col. 7 to 

Col. 4 

Party won 

election  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Baligurha 1 4 83,775 26,935 32.15 25,766 30'76 Indepen-

dent 

Udayagiri 1 3 88,075 28,142 31'95 27,260 30'95 Janata 

Phulabani 1 4 86,981 22,738 26°14 21,928 25'21 Ditto 

Boudh 1 2 93,397 55,283 53'19 53,458 57'24 Ditto 

Total  4 13 3,52,228 1,33,098 37‘78 1,28,412 36‘46   

 

Lok Sabha 

The Fifth General Elections to the Lok Sabha were held in the year 

1971. In the usual course, the Sixth General Elections would have been held 

in 1976, but the period of extension was allowed by the Parliament twice 

after proclamation of the Emergency in June, 1975. Thus the term of the fifth 

Lok Sabha was due to expire only in March, 1978, but the fifth Lok Sabha 

was dissolved on the 18th January 1977 and election was ordered to be held 

within two months. Accordingly, elections to the Lok Sabha were held on 

Ivlarch, 1977. 

Like the 1971 election, the set up of the Phulabani Parliamentary 

Constituency remained the same. Two political parties and one non-party 

(Independent) candidate contested in this election. 
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The number of valid votes polled by the candidates for the Parliamentary 

seat was as follows: 

Name of the political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

Indian National Congress 94,716 

Bharatiya Lok Dal 97,359 

Independent 9,024 

 

In a triangular contest, the Bharatiya Lok Dal won the election by 

capturing 97,359 votes. The total number of electors in the constituency was 

6,33,850 and the total number of votes polled was 2,09,232. The percentage 

of votes polled for the constituency thus worked out to be 33.01. This 

percentage is the second lowest in the state. 

 
Name of 

Assembly 

Constituencies 

1961 
Mid-term 

Elections 

1967 

General 

Elections 

1971 

General 

Elections 

1974 

General 

Elections 

1977 

General 

Elections 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Baligurha 60 61 107 107 107 

Udayagiri 70 65 131 120 120 

Phulabani 63 63 83 99 93 

Boudh 65 69 99 110 108 

Total 263 258 420 436 428 

 

Assembly Elections,1980 

Sl 
No 

Name of the 
contesting candidate 
with party 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total 
valid and 
rejected 

votes 
1  N. Pradhan, Janata 

party 
22163 58201 2170 60371 

2  N.P. Sahu, Ind. 2079 
3  H.S Padhy INC 33959 

In the Assembly Election,1980, Himansu Sekhar Padhy from Indian 

National Congress party defeated his nearest rival Natabar Pradhan from 

Janata Dal by a margin of 11796 votes.   
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 General Election,1984 (Lok Sabha) 

Sl 

No 

Name of the contesting 

candidate 

No. of 

polled 

votes 

Total 

No. of 

valid 

votes 

No. of 

rejected  

Votes 

Total 

valid and 

rejected 

votes 

1 Anirudha Dipa, Ind. 458 54390 1568 55958 

2 Biswanath Nayak, INd 545 

3 B. Dandapani Patra,Ind 1956 

4. Rajendra Nayak. Janata 

Dal 

17466 

5. Radhakanta Digal, INC 33414 

6.  Sri Ram Kanhar,Ind. 551 

 

In the General Elections,1984, the candidate from Indian National 

Congress, Radhakanta Digal  got 22414 votes as against his nearest rival. 

Rajendra Nayak from Janata Dal who got 17466 votes under 15- Boudh – 

Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency. 

Assembly Election-1985 for 105- Boudh Assembly Constituency 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total No. 
of valid 

votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 AnadiBadi, Ind 1362 62081 1517 63598 

2 Girish Ku. Pradhan,Janata 
dal 

18055 

3 Girish Ch. Panda,Jagrata 
Odisha 

11605 

4 Dinabandhu Hota BJP 2513 

5. Narayan Sahu, Ind 654 

6 Prodosh Ku. Misra,Ind. 954 

7. Prahallad Ray Agrawalla, Ind 224 

8. Banamali Panigrahi,Ind 447 

9 Sujit Kumar Padhy INC 26267 

In the Assembly Election-1985, Sujit Kumar Padhy from Indian National 

Congress party defeated his nearest rival Girish Kumar Pradhan fromJanata 

Dal by a margin of 8212 votes.   
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General Elections,1989 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No of 
polled 
votes 

Total No. 
of valid 

votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total 
valid and 
rejected 

votes 
1 Anirudha Dipa, Ind. 126 74256 2588 76844 
2 Dasaratha Mukhi BJP 1060 
3 NakulaNayak, 

Samajabadi party 
40423 

4 Raghunath Sethi, Ind. 2491 
5 Radhakanta DigalInc 30074 
6 Sribachha Digal Ind. 82 

In the General Election,1989, Nakul Nayak from  Samajbadi party 

secured 40423 votes  as against nearest rival RadhakantaDigal from Indian 

National Congress who secured 30074 for Boudh District under 15-  

Kandhamal Parliamentary constituency.   

Assembly Elections, 1990 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total 
valid and 
rejected 

votes 

1 Nabin Pr. Dev Ind. 2250 78051 1982 80033 

2 NarendraMohanty,Ind 1855 

3 Bhaskar Ch. Meher,BJP 9115 

4 MadhusudanRana,Ind 875 

5 SachidanandaDalal BJD 39814 

6 Sujit Ku. Padhy, INc 24142 

In the Assembly Election,1990, Sachidananda Dalal from Biju Janata 

Dal party defeated his nearest rival Sujit Kumar Padhy from Indian National 

Congress by a margin of 15672 votes.   

 General Elections,1991 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and rejected 

votes 

1 Kishore Chandra Nayak,Ind. 79 68776 1449 70225 

2 Dasaratha Mukhi,Ind 225 

3 NakulNayak, Ind 4448 

4 Panchanan Dash, Ind 640 

5 Padmanabha Behera, BJD 26309 

6 Mrutunjaya Nayak, INC 33266 

7 Raghunath Sethi, Ind. 3809 
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In the General Election,1991, Nakul Nayak from Samajbadi party 

secured 40423 votes  as against nearest rival Radhakanta Digal from Indian 

National Congress who secured 30074 for Boudh District under 15- 

Kandhamal Parliamentary constituency.   

Assembly Election,1995 

Sl No Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 Anadi Badi,Ind. 560 10995
9 

3639 

 

113598 

2 Kedar Nath Sahu, Proutist 2218 

3 Naba Kumar Mishra. INC 41932 

4 Bisikesan Pradhan, Ind. 435 

5 Bhaskar Ch. Meher,BJP 14026 

6 Manjulata Mahapatra,Ind 169 

7 Sachidananda Dalal,BJD 44423 

8 Soumitri Nayak,Ind 2978 

9 Himansu Kumar Padhy,Ind 2864 

10 Laxman Behera, Ind 354 

 

In the Assembly Election-1995, Sachidananda Dalal from Bijy Janata 

Dal party defeated his nearest rival Naba Kumar Misra from Indian National 

Congress by a margin of 2491 votes.   

General Election,1996 

Sl 

No 

Name of the contesting 

candidate 

No. of 

polled 

votes 

Total No. 

of valid 

votes 

No. of 

rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 

and rejected 

votes 

1 Alekha Digal, Ind 737 74976 1367 76343 

2 Bhagaban Nayak, Ind 1582 

3 Kuber Behera, Ind 1016 

4 Tapan Behera. Ind 1080 

5 Debananda Digal, Ind 189 

6 Nakula Nayak, Ind 183 

7 Panchanan Dash, Ind 318 

8 Padmanabha Behera, BJD 31867 

9 Bhagaban Ganda, Ind 275 

10 Mrutunjaya Nayak,Inc 31093 

11 SujitKumr Mandal, BJP 6636 

In the General Election,1996, Padmanabha Beehra, Biju Janata Dal, 

secured 31857 votes as against nearest rival Mrutunjaya Nayak from Indian 

National Congress who secured 31093 votes for Boudh District under 15-

Kandhamal Parliamentary constituency.  
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General Elections,1998 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and rejected 

votes 
 

1 Mrutunjya Nayak, INC 31223 77753 1198 78951 
2 Lecturer Bullion, Ind. 4657 
3 Kailash Chandra Mukhi, 

Ind. 
424 

4 Padmanabha Behera, BJD 41449 

  

  In the General Election,1998, Padmanabha Behera from BJD secured 

41449 votes as against nearest rival Mrutunjaya Nayak, from Indian National 

Congress who secured 31223 for Boudh District under 15- Kandhamal 

Parliamentary constituency.   

General Election,1999 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

 
1 Padamnabha Behera, 

BJD 
46166 79925 1035 80960 

2 Bedabyasa Suna, Ind 1408 
3 Mrutunjaya Nayak, Inc 31990 
4 Rama Kanta Nayak, Ind 361 

In the General Election-1999, Padmanabha Behera from BJD party got 

46166 votes as against his nearest rival Mrutunjaya Nayak from Indian 

National Congress party who got 31990 votes for Boudh District under 15-

Kandhamal parliamentary Constituency.   

Assembly Elections, 2000 

Sl 

No 

Name of the contesting 

candidate 

No of 

polled 

votes 

Total 

No. of 

valid 

votes 

No. of 

rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 

and 

rejected 

votes 

 

1 Gangadhar Hansa, BSP 804 92139 1070 93209 

2 Sachidananda Dalal, BJD 29338 

3 Sujit Kumar Padhy. INC 30372 

4 Pradip Kumar Amat, Ind. 31247 

5 Biranchi Narayan Bagha, Ind 378 
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In the Assembly Election-2000, Pradip Kumar Amat, independent 

candidate defeated his nearest rival sujitkumarpadhy from Indian National 

Congress by a margin of 875 votes.   

Simultaneous General Election, 2004 

(Assembly Constituency) 105- Boudh AC 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total 
valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 Gangadhar Hansa, BSP 3757 107420 ----- 107420 
2 Pradeep kumar Amat,BJD 41523 
3 Sujit Ku. Padhy, INC 30408 
4 Naba Ku. Misra, Ind 6698 
5 Sachidananda Dalal, Ind 7860 
6 Hari Narayan pradhan,Ind 17178 
 

In the Assembly Election,2004, the candidate from Biju Janata Dal Pradip 

Kumar Amat, defeated his nearest rival Sujit Kumar Padhy from Indian 

National Congress by a margin of 11115 votes.   

  105- Boudh AS. 

SlNo Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total 
valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 Abhimanyu Behera, INC 37537 107236  107236 
2 B.Urma Ind. 2302 
3 S. Singh  BJD 45283 
4 K. Haripal Ind. 4881 
5 Nakul Nayak Ind. 5549 
6 B.C. Behera  Ind. 9086 
7 R.C. Nayak   Ind. 2598 

In the simultaneous General Election,2004 Sugrib Singh from BJD 

party got 45283 votes as against his nearest rival Abhimanyu Behera from 

Indian National Congress party who got 37537 votes for Boudh District 

under 15-Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency.   
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Simultaneous General  Election, 2009    85-Kantamal AC 

SlNo Name of the contesting candidate No. of 

polled 

votes 

Total No. 

of valid 

votes 

No. of 

rejected  

Votes 

Total 

valid 

and 

rejected 

votes 

1 Kanhaei Charan Danga, INC 31526 102899 ---- 102899 

2 Bhagaban Kanhar  BJD 45979 

3 Hari Narayan Pradhan, BJP 20448 

4 Hemanta Suna,  Ind. 1459 

5 Snehalata Nayak, Ind 1100 

6 Lalit Mohan Sahu, Ind. 2387 

During simultaneous General Election, 2009, Bhagaban Kanhar from 

BJD defeated his nearest rival Kanhei Charan Danga from Indian National 

Congress party by a margin of 14453 votes.   

86- Boudh A C 

 

Sl 

No 

Name of the contesting 

candidate 

No. of 

polled 

votes 

Total No. 

of valid 

votes 

No. of 

rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 

and 

rejected 

votes 

1 Gangadhar Hansa, BSP 1005 

97708  97708 

2 Narendra Kumar Panigrahi, 

INC 

15895 

3 Pradeep Kumar Amat, BJD 49439 

4 Santanu Ku. Pradhan, BJP 4666 

5 Gitanjali Bagha,  SP 770 

6 Puspita Patnaik,, Ind. 958 

7 Kishore Chandra Bhoi, Ind 439 

8 Baraja Kumar Behera, Ind 659 

9 BudhadavPradhan, Ind. 1028 

10 Rasmi Prasad Behera, Ind 444 

11 Rameswar Nayak, Ind. 767 

12 Sanjaya Behera, Ind 406 

13 Susanta Ku. Pradhan, Ind 21232 

  During simultaneous General Election,2009, Pradip Kumar Amat  from 

BJD party defeated his nearest rival Susanta Kumar Pradhan, Independent  

by a margin of 28207 votes under 86- Boudh Assembly Constituency.   
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General Election,2014 

85- Kantamal Assembly Segment 

 

Sl 

No 

Name of the contesting 

candidate 

No. of 

polled 

votes 

Total 

No. of 

valid 

votes 

No. of 

rejected  

Votes 

Total 

valid 

and 

rejected 

votes 

1 Rama Nayak 1366 113832 2192 115389 

2 Sukanta Ku. Panigrahi 17492 

3 HariharKaran 27866 

4 Hemendra Chandra Singh 58933 

5 NarendraMohanty 1352 

6 BilasiniNayak 2439 

7 Basanta Kumar Pradhan 1614 

8 LambodharKanhar 2135 

In the General Election,2014, Hemendra Chandra Singh from BJD 

party got 58933 votes as against his nearest rival Hariharkaran from Indian 

National Congress party who got 27866 votes for BoudhDistrict  of 85- 

Kantamal AS under 15-Kandhamal parliamentary Constituency.   

86- Boudh Assembly Segment 

 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 Rama Nayak  Ind. 729 110515 1548 112063 

2 Sukanta Ku. Panigrahi BJP 9219 

3 HariharPradhan, INC 41349 

4 Hemendra Chandra 
Singh,BJD 

56248 

5 NarendraMohantyind. 932 

6 BilasiniNayak, ind 508 

7 Basanta Kumar Pradhan, Ind 495 

8 LambodharKanhar   Ind. 1035 

In the General Election,2014, Hemendra Chandra Singh from BJD 

party got 56248 votes as against his nearest rival Hariharkaran from Indian 

National Congress party who got 41349 votes for Boudh District of 86-Boudh 

AS under 15-Kandhamal parliamentary Constituency.   
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85- Assembly Constituency 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total No. 
of valid 

votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total 
valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 MahidharRana  BJD 49178 114258 1131 115389 
2 Ramesh Ch. Dehuria, ind 845 
3 SudhansuDanga, BJP. 9336 
4 Hari Narayan Pradhan. 

INC 
23823 

5 AdityaPradhan, Ind. 2791 
6 Dolamanipradhan, Ind. 1630 
7 Bishnupriya Panda, Ind 868 
8 Rajeeb Kumar Nayak. Ind 847 
9 Sandeep Kumar Meher, 

Ind 
697 

10 KanheiCharanDanga. Ind 23680 
11 SusilKumbharInd 563 

In the General Election (A.C), 2014, the candidate from Biju Janata Dal. 

Mahidhar Rana, defeated his nearest rival Hari Narayan Pradhan, from 

Indian National Congress by a margin of 25355 votes.   

86-Boudh Assembly Constituency 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 AbakashSahoo, CPI 1263 111111 945 112056 
2 GangadharHansa, BSP 421 
3 Pradip Kumar Amat, BJD 54436 
4 Susanta Kumar Pradhan, 

INC 
43371 

5 Surya Narayan 
Mahapatra,BJP 

8588 

6 Sasta Kumar Purohit, Ind. 564 
7 Sameresh Mishra, AAP 571 
8 Sana Pradhan, Ind 498 
9 BanamaliBhabasagar. Ind. 475 
10 Bijaya Kumar Behera. Ind. 492 
11 LaxmanBeheraInd 432 

In the General Election (A.C), 2014, the candidate from BijuJanata Dal , 

Pradip Kumar Amat defeated his nearest rival Susanta Kumar Pradhan from 

Indian National Congress by a margin of 11065 votes.   
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 Bye-Election-2014 (85- Kantamal Assembly Sagment) 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 AbhimanyuBehera 7168 107354 1601 108955 
2 PratyushaRajeswariSingh,BJD 69079 
3 RudraMadhab Ray BJP 28453 
4 KulamaniUrma 695 
5 MahammedZiauddinAhamed 537 
6 Jalandhar Kanhar 615 
7 Birendra Kumar Gouda 807 

In the Bye- Election (A.S), 2014, the candidate from BijuJanata Dal. 

PratyushaRajeswari Singh got 69079 valid votes against her nearest rival 

RudraMadhab Ray, from BharatyaJanata Party who got 28453 votes of 85- 

Kantamal AS under 15-Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency.  

86- Boudh Assembly Segment 

Sl 
No 

Name of the contesting 
candidate 

No. of 
polled 
votes 

Total 
No. of 

valid 
votes 

No. of 
rejected  

Votes 

Total valid 
and 

rejected 
votes 

1 Abhimanyu Behera 9794 102238 1026 103264 
2 Pratyusha Rajeswari Singh 67280 
3 Rudra Madhab Ray 23481 
4 Kulamani Urma 497 
5 Mahammed Ziauddin Ahamed 310 
6 Jalandhar Kanhar 380 
7 Birendra Kumar Gouda 479 

In the Bye-election (A.S), 2014, the candidate from BijuJanata Dal. 

Pratyusha Rajeswari Singh got 67280 valid votes against her nearest rival 

RudraMadhab Ray, from BharatyaJanata Party who got 23481 votes of 86- 

Boudh AS under 15-Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency.  

* The position of the Indian National Congress has changed since 1971 due to split in the 
Congress and the formation of two rival Congress parties popularly known as the Indian 
National Congress (1. N. C.) and the Indian National Congress Organisation (N. C. 0.). 

** The GanatantraParishad merged with the Swatantra Party, an all-India party in 1967. 
*** The Utkal Congress merged with the Janata Party and contested the elections held in 

1977. 

Source: All Tables from the Gazetteer of and Election Commision of India 
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CHAPTER-XV 

 TOURISM 

 

Places of Interest  

Boudh is famous for its century-old temples and shrines dedicated to 

various deities and for the ancient Buddha statues and caves. The natural 

surroundings of these places keep the visitors spell-bound. It is a paradise 

for nature lovers and a place of importance for religious-minded people. One 

who has visited this district at least once in his life shall never forget it. 

Boudh town is the headquarters of the Boudh district. The town is 

situated on the right bank of the Mahanadi. It was the headquarters of the 

State of Boudh before its merger with the Province of Orissa in 1948.The 

town is well connected by all-weather roads with the neighbouring districts 

as well as the state capital. 

Boudh town has several temples of which mention may be made of the 

Rameshwar or Ramanath temple, Chandrachuda (Siva) temple on the bank 

of river Mahanadi, the Jagannath and the Bhairabi temples near the palace 

of the ex-Ruler of the erstwhile state of Boudh and the Hanuman temple in 

the midst of river Mahanadi. The most important, however, are the three 

Siva temples locally known as the Ramanath temple. These magnificent 

temples are built of red sandstone, intricately carved and are stated to have 

been constructed in mid 8
th
 century A.D. The temples with their rich texture 

and curved surfaces are striking. Each of these temples stands by itself on a 

raised platform and each consists of a cell and an attached portico. The 

minute recesses and angularities produce a charming effect of light and 

shade and confer an appearance of greater height from the continued 

cluster of vertical lines than they really possess. At a distance of about 13 

km. from here near the village Talbahal there is a cave called `Naikpada 

Cave'. The famous twin temples of Gandharadi or Hari-Hara are about 16 

km. from the district headquarters situated in the village Jagati. 

The palace of the ex-ruler of Boudh is a handsome building 

commanding a fine view of the Mahanadi. Just opposite to the palace there 

is a statue of Buddha sitting on a lotus throne in Bhumisparsa mudra'. This 

appears to be the site of an ancient Buddhist monastery, the remains of 

which are still to be found. Boudh town is the chief business centre in the 

district, with Handloom weaving is the main industry. 

Besides the district level government offices at Boudh, there are High 

Schools, a College, Government Tannery, Hospital, Primary Health Centre, 

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, Sub-jail, Inspection Bungalow, Circuit 
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House, Police Station, Commercial Banks, and Co-operative Banks. The 

civic affairs of the town are managed by a Notified Area Council. 

The population of Boudh District is 4,41,162 and the population of 

Boudh town is 20,424 as per 2011 census. There are thousands of 

archeological sites in Boudh of which few sites and their significances are 

produced in this chapter. 

Places of Tourist Attraction: 

Buddha Statues in Boudh District: 
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That Boudh was a flourishing centre of Buddhism is evident from the 

three statues of Buddha found in the vicinity of the town.  Boudh was 

previously a vassal state under the Bhoumakars of Tosali who were great 

patrons of Buddhism. Buddhism flourished in this region. It is also possible 

that the name of this town is changed from Dhritipuspa (ancient capital of the 

Bhanjas of Khinjli Mandala) to Boudh which is perhaps named after Lord 

Buddha. 

There is a village named Sakusinga near Ramgarh. In this area two 

statues of Lord Buddha are found. The name of this village is most probably 

a corruption of name of Sakya Simha. Lord Buddha was also known as 

Sakya Simha (lion among the Sakyas). So this region had a close contact 

with Buddhism. 

Statue of Lord Buddha at Boudh 

The image of Buddha in Bhumisparsa mudra is found near the royal 

palace of Boudh. There are also Bronze images of Maitreya and 

Sankhanatha Lokeshwara. The site where the statue is placed clearly 

indicates about the existence of a vihara or monastery. Large pillars of stone 

slabs, bricks and other material are found in nearby places. The image of 

Buddha is placed on a lotus shaped plinth with decorated motifs. This site  

needs an excavation which will no doubts reveal the existence of  a 

monastery of 9
th
 century A.D. 

Image of Lord Buddha at Syamasundarpur 

The image of Buddha is found at village Syamasundarpur somewhat 14 

or 15 kms from Boudh town on the old pilgrim road. The site clearly shows 

about the existence of a monastery like the site of Boudh. The plinth where 

Buddha is seated is decorated with Yaksya and Bodhisatva images. The 

images are carved at the base of the plinth. 

Image of the Buddha at Pargalpur 

The Buddhist site of Paragalpur is about 17 kms away from Boudh 

town on the old pilgrim road. The image of Lord Buddha is placed under a 

temple which is constructed in a recent prriod. The image is now in a 

fragmented condition. The pose of the image is same to that of 

Syamasundarpur Buddha. Along with the image of Buddha many subsidiary 

deities are also found. Few lady figures with crossed leg carved on stone are 

also found. 

The above sites clearly indicate that Buddhism had a strong foot over 

this area. Further research in this regard will focus considerably light about 

the existence of the famous Puspagiri Vihara. Most probably the great 

monastery of Puspagiri existed in or around Boudh. Po-si-po-ki-li mentioned 

by the famous Chinese traveler Wuan Chwang can be identical with the 
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village Paragalpur where the great monastery might have been existed. As 

we have no other evidence of Buddhist sites on the Mahanadi Wuan 

Chwang must have crossed the river Mahanadi at Boudh on his way from 

Kongoda (modern Ganjam)  to Kosala (modern Sambalpur-Bolangir region). 

Sarasara (5 kms from Boudh): 

Baba Baidayanatha is worshipped along with the Shaktipitha. A stone 

wheel with 12 spokes and a seated figure in the middle is under worship in 

the temple premises. This perhaps belonged to an earlier Bisnu Temple of 

the village. 

Dogarh (20 kms from Boudh) 

In this village a fragmented Dwarapala, most probably Bhringi, 

associate of Lord Siva is found. This area is also significant for pre-historic 

implements like ring stones. 

Asurgarh (49 kms. from Boudh) 

The ruins of Asurgarh are found near Manamunda on the Western 

most part of the ex-state of Boudh. This is strategically situated at the 

confluence of rivers Tel and Mahanadi. The original mud walls of this fortified 

area have been washed away by the rivers. In Orissa and Bihar there are 

several such forts bearing names of Asurgarh. The trial excavation at the 

site by the Department of History Sambalpur University revealed very early 

deposits in shape of Neolithic tools, pottery remains of  terracotta objects 

and brick structures.   

The village Manamunda is said to have been the original place of Lord 

Suvarnameru who later on decided to stay at Suvarnapur. Popular legends 

hold that gold was rained for a few minutes on the Tel following the 

departure of Lord Suvarnameru. 

Bausuni (30kms. from Boudh) 

At village Baunsuni there are two brick temples of late medieval period. 

The old platform of the temple could have accommodated twenty such 

temples. The image of Kartikeya representing both cock and peacock and 

the Mahisamardini Durga in a small shelter is interesting from archaeological 

point of view. It can be compared with the Lingaraj and Parvati temple at 

Bhubaneswar. The site appears to be a very promising one for excavation. 

Ramnath and Star Shapped Temples at Boudh 

A group of three temples of Siva at Boudh town called the Rameswara 

or Ramanatha Temples, dating back to the 8th Century AD are reputed for 

their special feature. Archeological Survey of India has preserved this 

temple. 
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The star shaped temples of Boudh dedicated to Paschima Somonatha, 

Bhubaneswar and Dhabaleswara Siba occupy an important place in the 

spectrum of medieval Orissan Temple architecture. These temples are 

standing inside the compound of Rameswara temple which belongs to a late 

period.  

The star shaped temples are 

made of red sand stone or 

Rangadalima of a poor quality 

and the stone implements are 

said to have been imported from 

modern Bonai region. 

The three temples star 

shaped in plan gave tiny 

rectangular porticos in front of 

each shrine. According to Dr. R. 

D. Banarjee ―the buildings of such 

temples in an unusual manner 

have tantric significance. The 

placement of these shrines with an exceptional temple failing towards west 

appears significant.  In each temple a ‗linga‘ is placed on a star shaped ‗Yogi 

Pitha‘ and each shrine is raised on a high plinth with steps leading up to it. 

The star like plan results in the shrine having seven Konakaseach treated as 

pilasters decorated with a Kanya and Kirtimukha with garlands. The most 

popular KanyaKonakas are represented with a Varavahaka. The star shaped 

plan of the temples results in the absence of only Rahas. The shrines have 

Navagraha lintels over the entrances and scroll motifs are there with 

Kirtimukhas. 

The very compound of the Rameswar temple is also interesting from 

architectural archaeological point of view. On the walls we find the 

auspicious dharenigymns―ye dharma hetuprajabahetutesamtathaga to hi 

abadattesamchajonirodhaaboimbadimahasramanah‖. Many lingas at the 

base octagonal in shape and circular at the top are placed inside the 

compound of the temple. Besides, a half constructed shrine having the 

actual styler of the old temple is also found which belongs to a later period. 

Hanuman Temple, Boudh 

The temple is situated in the midst 

of the river Mahanadi to the east of 

Boudh town. Hanuman temple was 

constructed by a religious mendicant. 

This shrine was constructed on a large 

stone. The temple commands a beautiful 

riverine view. 
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Chandrachuda and Matangeswara Temple, Boudh 

The Chandrachuda 

and Matangeswara 

temples are situated on 

the bank of the river 

Mahanadi in Boudh 

town. Both temples are 

Siva temples. In the 

Matangeswar temple 

there is also separate 

temple for Goddess 

Parvati. 

 

Bhairabi and MahadevaTemple, Purunakatak 

Purunakatak, situated at a distance of 30 km. from Boudh on Boudh-

Daspalla road, is a trading centre of some importance. Goddess Bhairabi is 

the presiding deity of the place. Previously the deity was being worshipped 

in a thatched hut, but recently a local businessman has constructed a 

temple.Goddess Bhairabi was the presiding deity of the then Samanta Raja 

Sarangadhara Mahapatra, who was the Samanta Raja of the last King of 

Brahmin dynasty of the 10th century AD, late Raja GandhamardanaDev of 

Dhrutipura of Gandharadi.Durga Puja festival is observed here for 16 days. 

Just oppoiite to the Bhairabi temple is the newly constructed temple of 

MaheswarMahadev. A large number of people from the locality congregate 

here during the Sivaratri festival. The Sevayatsmanage the affairs of both 

the temples and enjoy lands for their services. 

Jagannath Temple, Boudh 

There is one Jagannath temple is located  on the bank of the Mahanadi 

in Boudh town, which is ascribed to British period. 

Raghunath Temple  

This Temple, situated at the heart of Boudh town is dedicated to Lord 

Shree Ram.  Every year Rama Leela, the dramatic version of the great epic 

Ramayan is performed in the month of April with all pump and splendour  for 

a period of fourteen days, from Rama Navami onwards.  
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Jagati (Charisambhu Temple)  

Charisambhu temple is 

situated at a distance of 16 kms 

from Boudh town near the village 

at Gandharadi and Jagati, 

ancient Jagatipur, the capital of 

the Somabansi King Jajati.  The 

famous twin temple is a 

combination of Nilamadhava and 

Siddheswar. These temples 

were constructed in 8th Century 

AD. under the patronage of 

Bhanja rulers of the Khinjali 

Mandala These two temples 

were built on one platform, 

exactly similar to each other. 

Archeological Survey of India 

has preserved these temples as 

an exquisite pilgrim Place. 

A description of the twin temples has been quoted here from R. D. 

Banerji's 'History of Orissa'. 

"The twin temples at Gandharadi in the Boudh State have been 

recently described', and are exactly similar to the Parasuramesvara in plan 

and elevation. They are two temples, built on one platform, which are exactly 

similar to each other. The one on the left hand is dedicated to Siva named 

Siddhesvara and its sikhara is surmounted by a Sivalinga. The second is 

dedicated to Vishnu, named Nila¬madhava, and its sikhara is surmounted 

by a wheel of blue chlorite. The principle of construction of the Jagamohanas 

at Gandharadi is slightly different from that of the Parasuramesvara. Their 

roofs are built on the cantilever principle and originally it appears to have 

been supported on twelve large round pillars arranged as a hollow square. 

Thus each side had four pillars of which the central ones flanked an opening. 

Originally these two jagamohanas appear to have been open on all sides; 

but later on the lintels on all sides appear to have given way and then it 

became necessary to fill in the gaps between pillars with the exception of the 

four openings with ashlar masonry. At the same time the side openings were 

filled up with a jali or lattice of blue chlorite towards the bottom and a frieze 

of four miniature temple sikharas over it. This arrangement is not followed in 

later temples where the ingress of light into jagamohana is through four or 

five stone pillars in the opening used as window-bars. 
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The style of ornamentation in the Jagamohanas of the Gandharadi 

temples is altogether different from that of the Parasuramesvara. Even 

stylized chaitya-windows are rarely to be seen at Gandharadi except at the 

bases of the pilasters of the vimana. The ornamentation on these two 

jagamohanas is very simple and much less overcrowded than that of the 

Muktesvara". 

"The ornamentation of the vimanas and the jagamohanas of the 

Gandharadi temples consists entirely of pilasters shaped as miniature 

temples and we miss the larger chaitya-windows of the Parasurame¬svara. 

This total absence of a post-Gupta decorative motif certainly indicates an 

earlier date. The majority of writers on Indian architecture are inclined to 

place the Parasuramesvara in the middle of the 8th century A. D. In that 

case the twin temples at Gandharadi should be dated close to that century, 

approximately fifty years later than the Parasuramesvara. The importance of 

the Gandharadi temples lies in the fact that they provide a link and that a 

very important one, in the chain of the evolution of the mediaeval Orissan 

temple type. Up to this time there were no connections between the 

Para¬suramesvara and the Lingaraja groups from the point of view of 

decorative motifs. Now we know that the Parasuramesvara, the Gandharadi 

temples and the vimana of the Muktesvararepre¬sent one particular stage, 

probably the earlier, in the evolution of the Orissan temple type". 

The Gandharadi temple is also locally known as 'Chari 

SambhuMandira' (the temple of four Sambhus or Siva Lingas). In the Siva 

temple Siddheswar is the presiding deity. In the Jagamohan, to the left of the 

door leading to the sanctum is the Siva Linga called Jogeswar and to the 

right of the door is the LingacalledKapileswar. At a little distance from 

Siddheswar stands the temple of PaschimaSomanath (Siva), the door of the 

temple opening to the west. 

Some images of considerable antiquity are found worshipped in shrines 

nearby. Notable among them are the images of Ganesh in the temple of 

Paschima Somanath and a beautiful image of eight-armed Durga 

worshipped under a banyan tree, the latter image being badly eroded due to 

the vagaries of weather. These images probably once adorned the 

Siddheswar temple. Portions of beautifully carved door steps in black 

chlorite and other decorative motifs have been recently unearthed in the 

vicinity of the temple. A 5 feet (1.52 metres) high Hanuman image of good 

workmanship is being worshipped near the village Jagati and a beautifully 

carved Nabagraha slab is lying in the cornfield. The area around the village 

Jagati needs thorough archaeological survey. . Archeological Survey of India 

preserved this temple. 
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Kardi 

The temple of Mahadev dedicated to Lord Siva is situated in the Village 

Kardi about 20 KMS away from Boudh on the famous Jagannath road found. 

The temple has already been destroyed as that was in a dangerous 

condition. The deity of Lord Ganesha is significant. 

The stone implements of the temple show that they are similar to that of 

the Rameswara and Gandharadi.  It may be surmised that it was an ancient 

Temple.   

Nayakpada Cave 

The Nayakpada Cave is located at 

a distance of 12 kms from Boudh town. 

This cave was said to have been 

associated with mythology. Once upon 

a time this cave was the ashram of 

saddhus. The forest here is richin 

different types of flora and fauna. . 

According to a narration in Madala Panji 

and some historical evidences, during 

the reign of Emperor Sovan Dev the 

Jabana king Raktabahu had attacked ShrikhetraPuri. With an apprehension 

of damage to deity Sri Jagannath the powerful Bhanja ruler of Oddradesha 

(present boudh area) who believed in Vaishnavism and worshipped Lord 

Nilamadhaba at Gandharadi, took away the deities to Dhritipura under their 

domain. As they believed Sri Jagannath (Purushottam) as Parama Vishnu 

and undergrounded (Patali) the deities near Gopali village, twelve miles from 

their capital. The then Gopali village 

known as Gopalpur situated 

adjoining to south part of this 

Naikpada cave. Likewise the village 

Ratanpur, Baghapali, Biribandh 

(present Birigadh) which are 

described in Madala Panji are 

situated near by this Naikpada cave 

Yajati Nagar the capital city of the 

Oddradesha ruled by Bhanjadyasty 

is identified with an area 

washedaway by river Mahanadi near modern village Jagati of Boudh District. 

According to historians, Dr. Satya Narayan Rajguru and Dr. Nabin Kumar 

Sahu, Lord Nilamadhaba was being worshipped near village Jagati since 

long and also going on  till today in a stone carved temple constructed during 

8th century A.D. now under the protection of Archaeological Survey of India 
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(A.S.I.). Another important Nilamadhaba temple of Kantilo, in Nayagarh 

District was also constructed by the ex-ruler of Boudh State originally known 

as Oddradesha. According to the MadalaPanji and facts available at present 

one can say Lord Sri Jagannath had been buried for 144years inside this 

Naikpada cave. 

Dambaragada Pahada 

The Dambaragada mountain is situated at a distance of 21 kms from 

Boudh town. The name of the place is Sangrampur. The river Mahanadi 

flows down the mountain. There are a few tombs, popularly known to be the 

Samadhis of some Sadhuswho were staying there earlier. At present a Baba 

is with his newly built ashram.  The mountain is considered to be a Holy 

Place.   

Island 

Marjakudis wonderful island of Boudh district. It is located on the 

opposite side of Boudh town in the river Mahanadi. MaaPitabali is the 

presiding deity of this place. It is an ideal place for picnic. 

Padmatola Sanctuary and Satakosia Gorge 

Located at a distance of 80 km from Boudh town, Padmatola Sanctuary 

can be approached from Charichhak, 43 km East on the Bhubaneswar–

Balangir road. At the end of this sanctuary, one can reach the majestic 

Satakosia Gorge with its lush green forests and rich wild life. The crocodile 

sanctuary set up at Tikarpada is located on the left bank of the gorge.   

The Satakosia Gorge derives its name from Sata (seven) and Kosh 

(two miles) meaning 14 miles or 22 km long. The majestic Satkosia gorge 

acclaimed as one of the most enchanting spots in the country.  The 

Padmatola sanctuary  is in fact the meeting point of Chhotanagpur plateau 

forests, dry deciduous forests and moist peninsular sal forests and is a 

strong hold of tiger, leopard, elephant, spotted deer, chousingha, sloth beer 

and varieties of resident and migratory birds and different species of reptiles 

like gharial, mugger, crocodile, fresh water turtles, poisonous and non-

poisonous snakes etc. 

The place is ideal for boating and other adventure sports. A research 

and conservation unit was established at Tikarpada (close to the gorge) 

during 1995 for rearing of gharials. So far 38 species of mammals, 128 

species of birds, 27 species of reptiles, 4 species of amphibians and 183 

species of fish have been recorded to be found  in the sanctuary. 

Tikarpada is connected to NH-42 at Badakera (10 km from Angul). 

Goddess Binikeyee, the presiding deity of Satakosia gorge is enshrined at 
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the entrance. She is seen in the form of a four armed Chamundi and is 

worshipped according to Tantric rites. 

Caves in Kantamal 

In the Kantamal and Ghantapara region of this district scenic caves are 

found which are associated with legendary episodes. 

Nanden (25 kms from Boudh): 

Locally called as Panchupandavas, the caves found at this site shows 

tribal war scene with the figures standing with sword and shield. Images are 

carved on the temple like stone slag. 

How to reach 

Boudh is well connected by road and rail with other district head 

quarters and the state capital, Bhubaneswar. Boudh is 228 kms from the 

nearest airport Bhubaneswar. One can come to Boudh via National Highway 

No.57 (via Nayagarh-Charichhack). Regular train services are available from 

Sambalpur and Bhubaneswar to Rairakhol, the nearest railhead. A further 

drive of  27 kms takes you to Boudh.  

Accommodation 

Accommodation facilities at Boudh are available for tourists and visitors 

at a reasonable cost. Apart from a number of economy and budget hotels 

available in Boudh town, there is a Circuit House managed by Collectorate. 

Moreover, the R &B Department maintains Inspection Bunglows (IBs) at 

Boudh town, Sitalapani, Purunakatak, Manamunda, Harabhanga, Baunsuni, 

Telebandh and Adenigarh. Similarly, the Forest Department has IBs at 

Boudh town, Baunsuni, Sitalapani, Purunakatak and Monamunda. The state 

Irrigation Department maintains IBs at Boudh town and Sagada.  
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GLOSSARY 

Amin : A subordinate surveyor 
Ayudha  : weapon 
Bethi         : labour which is not paid for  

 Beggari   : 
free service in carrying the baggage of the 
officials on tours 

Bhajan Kirtan : chanting Lord‘s name 
Bhogra land  : Land cultivated by the landlord or Gauntia 

Bhumisparsa mudra : 
posture touching the earth, especially of Lord 
Buddha 

Chakra : wheel 
Dari Dedhalakhya 
Dumbadhipati           : king of one and a half lakhs of Dumals. 
Dhwaja : banner or flag 

Dwarapala : 
in charge of the door or gate, often portrayed 
as a warrior 

gadi  : seat; throne 
gamuchha : coarse cotton towel 
goti  : bonded labour 
Jhor  : fountains and small streams  
Kabuliyat                        :  instrument of settlement 

Lingam : 
abstract or aniconic representation of Lord 
Shiva 

Magan  : free gift to royal ceremonies  
Mukhasala : audience hall; entrance 
Nazarana                        :  tribute 
peshkush  :  tribute 
purohit   : priest 
Rasad  :  free supply of ration to officials 
Sankirtan  : chanting the name of the Lord 

Sarbarakar  : 
Village headman appointed for collecting land 
revenue for a village or a group of villages.  

Samanta : a title and position of power 

Sanand : 
Firman, a grant, a written order signed and 
sealed by a ruler  

sardari sari      : 
sari presented as a token the right granted to 
a person 

shaktipitha : place of worship of Mother Goddess 

vihara : 

originally meant "a secluded place in which to 
walk", and referred to "dwellings" or     
"refuges" used by wandering monks 

Zamidar   Landlord 
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Yayatinagar, 4 

Youth Council for Development, xiii, 

289, 290 

Yuthasukhadeva, 21 

Z 

Zamidar, 4, 28, 328 
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