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PREFACE 

The Gazetteer is an authoritative document that describes a District in 

all its hues–the economy, society, political and administrative setup, its 

history, geography, climate and natural phenomena, biodiversity and natural 

resource endowments. It highlights key developments over time in all such 

facets, whilst serving as a placeholder for the timelessness of its unique 

culture and ethos. It permits viewing a District beyond the prismatic image of 

a geographical or administrative unit, since the Gazetteer holistically 

captures its socio-cultural diversity, traditions, and practices, the creative 

contributions and industriousness of its people and luminaries, and builds on 

the economic, commercial and social interplay with the rest of the State and 

the country at large. The document which is a centrepiece of the District, is 

developed and brought out by the State administration with the cooperation 

and contributions of all concerned. Its purpose is to generate awareness, 

public consciousness, spirit of cooperation, pride in contribution to the 

development of a District, and to serve multifarious interests and address 

concerns of the people of a District and others in any way concerned. 

Historically, the “Imperial Gazetteers” were prepared by Colonial 

administrators for the six Districts of the then Orissa, namely, Angul, 

Balasore, Cuttack, Koraput, Puri, and Sambalpur. After Independence, the 

Scheme for compilation of District Gazetteers devolved from the Central 

Sector to the State Sector in 1957. Within the State, the responsibility for 

developing the Gazetteers was transferred from the Revenue Department to 

the Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA) in 1999.  In this process, 

the “District Gazetteers” of all thirteen Districts were published as follows: 

Koraput/1966 (Supplement/1984), Mayurbhanj/1967, Bolangir/1968, 

Sambalpur/1971, Dhenkanal/1972, Sundargarh/1975, Puri/1977, 

Kalahandi/1980, Boudh-Khondmal/1983, Keonjhar/1986, Balasore/1994, 

Ganjam/1995 and Cuttack/1992. The Gazetteers of Balasore/1994, 

Ganjam/1995 and Cuttack/1992, however, could not capture the implications 

of the reorganisation of these Districts. Though 10 out of 13 Districts had 

been reorganised into 27 and the total number of Districts in the State had 

gone up to 30, the reality remained to be captured in the Districts‟ 

Gazetteers.  

Be it so, the time is now ripe to build on the rich cache of Gazetteers 

available across the Districts in Odisha, and to develop updated documents 

that capture the essence of each District as it exists today. The Districts 

have evolved over the last couple of decades as a result of various natural 

phenomena and unforeseen forces, besides a slew of economic and social 

sector reforms undertaken at the National, State and local levels. The 

resulting impacts have been more cataclysmic in some Districts than others, 
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which are reflective of the complex dynamics at work which determine a 

District‟s state of preparedness and receptivity to change or its absorptive 

capacity. This diversity in impacts across Districts is now captured both in 

measurable parameters and non-measurable underlying trends and 

perceptions in the updated District Gazetteers.  

Besides catching up with the developments in each of the thirty Districts 

and the environs, it was felt opportune to capture the major shifts in areas 

and issues of priority and concern across the districts by suitably 

restructuring the document, to recount the post-Independence events in brief 

for their historic value and evolutionary impact on the District, and to bridge 

an important lacuna, viz. incorporating the role played by freedom fighters 

from each District in India‟s Independence, which was sparingly mentioned 

in the Gazetteers initially prepared by colonial administrators. Though the 

updated Gazetteers draw heavily on the past Gazetteers of thirteen 

undivided Districts, the documents were also restructured to provide for 

elimination, modification and insertion of some issues in discussion with the 

Consulting Editors and District Administration in order to present a 

comprehensive and contemporaneous picture of the Districts. 

The task of developing and updating the Gazetteers for the present 30 

Districts was initiated in the first week of May 2015. Procedurally, a series of 

time-bound initiatives taken since then were bed-rocked on the complete 

and continuous involvement of the District Collector and heads of concerned 

line departments at the district level in the coverage of issues and 

developments over time, coupled with specific participation of a number of 

scholars and experts, including some senior serving and retired civil 

servants. A standardised synopsis of the District Gazetteer was prepared by 

GAA to assist in the development of the initial drafts by each District 

Administration. For this exercise, a Committee was constituted by GAA 

under the District Collector to steer the development of the initial draft for the 

respective District. A number of Sub-Committees comprising officials and 

experts were also constituted, again at District level, for drafting specific and 

thematic chapters. The initial drafts prepared by the District Administration 

were received by GAA starting in August 2015. After in-house scrutiny of 

these drafts, detailed comments and suggestions for bridging information 

gaps were sent by GAA to enable suitable revisions by the District 

Administration. A process of continuous monitoring of the development of 

the next stage of drafts was followed, and the second drafts were received 

by GAA by the end of October 2015. This revised draft Gazetteer of each 

District was then placed for scrutiny at two levels– the first by the public at 

large by hosting the drafts at the website of GAA 
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(gopabandhuacademy.gov.in), and the second by a set of 30 Experts, one 

for each District, designated as Consulting Editor.  

Simultaneously, Government in General Administration Department 

(GAD) with the approval of Hon‟ble Chief Minister reconstituted the State 

Advisory Committee (SAC) and State Working Committee (SWC) on 

Gazetteers vide Notification No. 23473 dated 26 September, 2015. The SAC 

continues to be headed by Chief Secretary, Government of Odisha. The 

SWC hereafter was to be chaired by the Director General, GAA, who had 

also been notified as the ex-officio Chief Editor of Gazetteers, besides being 

granted functional freedom to prepare and publish the Gazetteers. A series 

of meetings were held by DG, GAA with the Consulting Editors appointed for 

refinement of the drafts prepared at the District level to discuss and to 

ensure accuracy and coherence, quality and content. The Consulting Editors 

also visited the respective Districts regularly to interact with senior officials, 

governmental and non-governmental organisations and persons concerned 

with the preparation of the initial two drafts. The drafts reviewed by DG, 

GAA, with the Consulting Editors were forwarded to the District Collectors for 

authentication of content and further improvements in quality, wherever felt 

necessary. 

The final round of discussions with the Consulting Editors was held in 

GAA in February through till April 2016, and the draft Gazetteers, finalised at 

this stage again in consultation with the District Collectors, were placed 

before the SWC.  Drafts recommended by it were placed before the SAC for 

approval.  

Jagatsinghpur was carved out of the parent Cuttack District in 1993. 

There have been unprecedented changes in the life of this newly created 

district. The Super Cyclone of October, 1999 destroyed the infrastructure, 

lives and properties of people which perhaps has no parallel in the history. 

People exhibited their resilience to move ahead. The quality of infrastructure 

improved and the district registered rapid industrialisation despite occasional 

unrest. Attempts have been made to explain the changing face of 

Jagatsinghpur in the present gazetteer. 

Mr. Bijay Ketan Upadhyaya, IAS, Collector, his team of officers and 

local experts deserve special thanks for their untiring efforts in preparing the 

first draft of the Gazetteer. 

I owe a debt of gratitude to Prof. Rajkishore Mishra, Consulting Editor, 

an eminent academic who minutely went through the draft fine-tuned and 

turned it into a qualitative gazetteer. 
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Mr. Pradipta Kumar Mohapatra, IAS, Principal Secretary, Rural 

Development Department and SRC, Odisha perused the document and 

offered valuable suggestions for improvement. Special thanks are due to 

him. 

I convey sincere gratitude to the members of the State Working 

Committee and State Advisory Committee for their valuable inputs and 

advice. I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the contribution of 

my friends and colleagues in the State Administration and particularly those 

at GAA, namely Dr. R.N. Patra, Deputy Director (Studies), Shri Subrat 

Kuanr, Research Officer, Dr. R.K. Swain, Compiler and Shri S.S. Acharya, 

Joint Director (Accounts), GAA. 

Finally, despite optimum efforts to plug the obvious limitations and 

lacunae in the Gazetteer, factual deficiencies, misspellings and grammatical 

errors might be found. The responsibility for all its shortcomings doubtless 

remains mine. With an eye to the future, I urge all readers, including 

thematic experts, young scholars, and luminaries, to offer their valuable 

suggestions for improving the quality and contents of the document for the 

next addition with the passage of time. 

I would like to thank the people of the District of Jagatsinghpur for their 

contributions over time to the making of the District as we now know it, and 

commend this document to them and to all other stakeholders within the 

State and beyond. 

 

 

  

  

Dr. Taradatt, IAS 
Chief Editor, Gazetteers & 

Director General, GAA 
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NOTE FROM CONSULTING EDITOR 

 

Preparation of District Gazetteer, particularly of the newly born 

Jagatsinghpur district has been a difficult task I am entrusted with. I am 

grateful to the District Administration for preparing the base and furnishing all 

relevant information and timely compliance on frequent queries. Some vital 

information regarding the POSCO-India Project and accrued local unrest 

thereof, the total picture of influx of refugees in the coastal track of the 

district which might crop up as a potent threat to country‟s defence along 

with local law and order problem, and the role of NGOs have somehow been 

sidetracked because of lack of reliable data. Paradeep as a newly emerging 

maritime hob with mega plants and ancillary industries is going to be a 

mighty asset of the district. The cultural and literary profile of the district 

could have been more exhaustively dealt with had there been readily 

available comprehensive data and no time constraint. However, it is 

heartening to note that Jagatsinghpur District has been privileged to provide 

two sacred Darus (Logs) for the construction of the image of goddess 

Subhadra and of Lord Jagannath during the mega festival of Nabakalebara-

2015. The sacred Daru for goddess Subhadra which was located in 

Adhanga Sasana under Biridi Block was formally declared by the Jagannath 

Temple Administration on 24 April, 2015. Similarly the sacred Daru for Lord 

Jagannath which was located in Kharipadia village under Biridi Block of the 

district was also formally declared by the Jagannath Temple Administration 

on 29 April, 2015. Three Odia volumes, titled Jagatsinghpur: Atita O’ 

Barttamana, compiled by Dr. Bholanath Rout and published by Zilla 

Sanskruti Parishad in 2006 has been of some help while preparing the 

Gazetteer. The Comprehensive District Plan 2015-16 of Jagatsinghpur 

district is, no doubt, an ambitious one. Its timely execution, despite resource 

gap and other weaknesses as would be found from SWOT analysis would 

certainly boost the economic profile of the young district.  

I must acknowledge the sagacity, vision and stewardship of  

Dr. Taradatt, Director General, Gopabandhu Academy of Administration for 

his nation-building endeavour. 

 
 
 

(Rajkishore Mishra) 

Consulting Editor 
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CHAPTER-I 

GENERAL 

A brief Historical, Political, Social, Cultural and geo-physical 

introduction of the district 

Historical Background 

Odisha, the Emerald East, has been segmented into and adorned with 

30 districts. The district of Jagatsinghpur stands fabulously and firmly in the 

abode of Eastern hinterland. The district has been ablaze with innumerable 

luminaries, versatile geniuses, scholars of eminence, euridite educationists, 

orators, scientists par excellence, ideal and immortal freedom fighters, artists 

of high order and excellent sports persons. The district is a political den and 

cultural hub since the advent of modern era. The place is always in the 

canvas of memorable reminiscenses for her hoary past and holistic present. 

History of Jagatsinghpur comprises the conglomeration of Pan Indian 

religious tradition i.e., Buddhism, Jainism, Shaktism, Vaishnavism and Islam. 

The East India Company established their arsenals at Hariharpur in 1600 

A.D. and Capt. Bruton was in charge of administration of this place till 1633 

A.D. The Maratha administration kept the place under their jurisdiction and 

appointed Jagat Singh to collect revenue. He collected the peshkush and 

nazrana and remained an unchallenged and uninterrupted administrator for 

a pretty long period. The place was converted from Hariharpur to 

Jagatsinghpur after the name of Jagat Singh since 1786. 

The district came into existence on 1
st
 April 1993 vide Government 

Notification No.14218/R dated 27.03.1993 and EOG No.459 dated 

01.04.1993. Beforehand, it was a part of the erstwhile Cuttack district, which 

was again sub-divided into four different districts for administrative 

convenience. 

Geo - physical Background 

Jagatsinghpur District is predominantly recognised due to its triangular 

geographical propinquity with the Prachi valley in the south and that of 

Chitrotpala in the north and is surrounded by the districts of Kendrapara in 

north, Cuttack in west, Puri in south and Bay of Bengal in East.  

Jagatsinghpur district lies between 86
0
3‟ E to 86

0
45‟ East longitude and 

between 19
0
58‟ N to 20

0
23‟ North latitude. The headquarters is located at a 

distance of 45 kms. away from Cuttack and 65 kms. from Bhubaneswar, the 

State Capital. 
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Jagatsinghpur is spread over alluvial plains of the river Mahanadi, 

Kathajodi, Devi and their tributaries and distributaries. The district comprises 

two distinct tracts, the first being marshy and swampy strips along with the 

coast covered with wild growth of reeds and tropical jungle and the second 

tract covers fertile plain. Most of the rivers like Mahanadi, Alaka, Biluakhai, 

Hansua, Devi & Paika pass through the district. Dense jungles have grown 

up due to creation of swamp at these place of confluence. The district is 

situated in coastal plain zone as per agro- climatic classification and in 

deltaic alluvial plains of the river system with a number of estuaries and 

creeks on the coastal belt. 

The soil of Jagatsinghpur 

district is categorized into three 

types i.e. laterite, alluvial and 

saline. The laterite soil is mainly 

found in Biridi, Raghunathpur and 

Jagatsinghpur blocks. Similarly the 

deltaic alluvial soil is found in 

western side of Nuagaon, Tirtol, 

Balikuda, Ersama, Raghunathpur and 

Jagatsinghpur and texture of soil is generally sandy, sandy loam, salty loam, 

and clay loam to heavy clay. On the whole this alluvial soil is fertile. Another, 

type saline, inundated soil, is found in some parts of Kujanga, Balikuda and 

Erasama blocks of the District, adjacent to the sea. Area under deep alluvial 

soil is 89700 ha followed by coastal saline soils 53700 ha and laterite soil 

20500 ha respectively.  

The Bay of Bengal is the east side point of confluence withthe river 

Mahanadi which once facilitated entire Jagatsinghpur district with navigable 

potential. The rivers were enriched with the navigational sustainability in the 

past. Jagatsinghpur is having two main canals i.e. Taladanda & 

Machhagaon which are chief sources of irrigation for  the district. 

Origin and Evolution  

Our State the-then Kingdom of Odisha was a sovereign territory under 

the Gajapati Rule, and the administrative divisions bore different 

nomenclatures like, unitary Sub-State Gadajata (Autonomous body under 

the State Sovereignty), Gada Khanda and Bishi etc. During the middle of the 

sixteenth century (1568-1751 A.D.) the Afghan Invaders administered some 

part of the Odisha Kingdom without heralding major changes in 

administrative units of the Gajapati rule. During the Mughal rule in Odisha, 

under the stewardship of the expert, the then revenue minister Todarmalla, 

reforms were introduced in revenue administration. In lieu of Gada, Khanda 
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and Bishi the administrative units were re-named as Sarkar, Amil and Thana 

etc.  

After the defeat of Afghans, the Mughal rule was extended to the entire 

Gajapati Kingdom except for some Gadajata States. The Mughal domained 

region was known as Mughalbandi. For the collection of revenue and better 

administration Odisha was divided into five Sarkars: (1) Jaleswar (2) 

Bhadrak (3) Cuttack-Puri (4) Kalinga and (5) Rajmahendri. Each Sarkar was 

divided into different Amils. Jagatsinghpur region remained under Cuttack-

Puri Sarkar. Jagatsinghpur region was divided into different Amils. 

In the beginning of the second half of the eighteenth Century Maratha 

rule began in Odisha and during that rule a partial reform in revenue 

collection and administrative units, was taken up wherein the administrative 

units were reconstituted as Chakada, Pragana and Amils instead of Sarkars. 

There were five Chakadas namely (1) Pipli (Puri), (2) Cuttack (3) Bhadrak, 

(4) Soro and (5) Balasore and for better management of collection of 

revenue and administrative exiqencies the Chakadas were fragmented into 

150 Praganas and 30 Amils. The-then Jagatsinghpur region was under the 

Cuttack Chakada and there were six Praganas in Jagatsinghpur region 

namely Hariharpur, Jhankada, Khani, Bewahar, Kete and Balibisi. In addition 

to those Praganas there were Kujang, Harishipur Marichipur and Bisanpur 

Gadas in Jagatsinghpur region. 

Odisha came under British rule in 1803. During that period some 

reformas were taken up in revenue collection and administrative set up. The 

whole of Odisha was divided into two Revenue Divisions in 1804; The South 

and the North Divisions. The South Division comprised the Southern Part of 

Odisha encompassing two Districts: the Puri-Cuttack and Balasore. Puri was 

the Headquarters of Puri-Cuttack district. Collector-cum-District Magistrates 

were appointed as the Chief Administrators of those districts. Till the 

declaration of Jagatsinghpur as a new district, it remained as a Sub-Division 

of Cuttack district. 

Understanding of the origin of the name of Jagatsinghpur and its 

nomenclature mostly depends upon the legends. Legend says the name of 

Jagatsinghpur has come into existence as a revenue village, either in 

Mughal or Marahata rule after the name of Jagatsingh, the son of Bhagat 

Singh, an Amildar in Cuttack-Puri Sarkar or Cuttack Chakada. Bhagat Singh 

worked as an Amildar either in Mughal or Marahatta rule. As per the report of 

S.L. Maddo, the Settlement Officer, there was a tradition to name some 

villages after Amildars of that area. Jagatsinghpur had already become a 

revenue village before 1877 as per the revenue map of Jagatsinghpur village 

in 1877-78 Settlement. The said legend is partially tenable because of the 

total that the administrative unit Amil was introduced by Mughal rule which 
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continued during the Maratha rule also. Prior to Maratha rule the name 

Jagatsinghpur as a village did not exist. The British navigator Bruton who 

visited this place in 1633 did not mention Jagatsinghpur in his report. The 

very same place according to him was Hariharapur, a prosperous village.  

Hariharpur was an important village before the first half of the 

seventeenth century and it was declared as a Pragana under Cuttack 

Chakada during Maratha rule. The then Jagatsinghpur revenue village was 

not so important to be declared as Pragana or Thana till 1817. During the 

Paika Vidroha (Rebellion of Paikas) in 1817, Hariharpur was a Thana. The 

then Jagatsinghpur became more prominent than Hariharpur for which the 

British administration renamed Hariharpur Thana as Jagatsinghpur Thana. 

During the period of Marathas both Lala Kruparam Roy, Bada Dewan 

(Senior Dewan) and Lala Haribansa Roy, Sana Dewan (Junior Dewan) were 

inhabitants of village Lalasahi Jagatsinghpur and by exercising their power 

and position they reaffirmed their native village as Jagatsinghpur. 

Jagatsinghpur established its importance after it became a Thana and 

then the British rule declared Jagatsinghpur as a Sub-division in 1866 but 

the status of Sub-division was withdrawn in 1874 on account of low revenue 

collection. After independence, Jagatsinghpur was once more declared as a 

Revenue Sub-Division in 1967 and subsequently Jagatsinghpur Sub-

Division was declared as an independent revenue district in April 1993 by 

the State Government. 

Geographical area and the Administrative set-up 

Geographically Jagatsinghpur is a small district covering an area of 

1759 Sq. Kms. As per 2011 census, the total population of the district is 

11,36,971 including 5,77,865 males and 5,59,106 females and 7862 SC as 

per 2011 Census. The average literacy rate is 86.6 percent. The male and 

female literacy rates are 92.4 percent and 80.6 percent respectively. The 

District is having only one Revenue Sub-Division namely, Jagatsinghpur. 

There are 8 Blocks, 8 Tahasils, 1,321 Revenue Villages, 194 Gram 

Panchayats, 76 R.I. Circles, 13 Police Stations and two Municipalities.  

Natural divisions of the state and the position of Jagatsinghpur district 

Odisha is mainly divided into four broad physiographic regions.  

1) The northern plateau 

2) The central table land 

3) The eastern ghats 

4) The coastal plains 
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Jagatsinghpur district belongs to the coastal plain. The physiographic 

region of the state stands equal with other coastal districts like Balasore, 

Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Jajpur, Cuttack, Puri, Khordha, Ganjam and a part of 

Nayagarh. Coastal plain is mostly alluvial bathed by the rivers Mahanadi, 

Brahmani, Baitarani, Salandi, Budhabalanga, Subarnarekha and Rushikulya 

etc. 

Jagatsinghpur district belongs to the east and south eastern coastal 

plains with a hot and humid climate. Varieties of soil like saline, lateritic, 

alluvial, red, mixed red and black soil are seen in the district. 

Land formation 

Jagatsinghpur district is a part of the original mother district Cuttack. It 

is  situated over the river delta of the Mahanadi flowing from the west and 

the Bay of Bengal stretching up to it. The formation of land is subject to 

gradual accretion and recession of river Mahanadi and soil erosion / deposit 

of sand due to high tide and ebb of the Bay of Bengal. The soil of the land is 

mostly alluvial and sandy because of continuous siltation through the 

Mahanadi river system and tide in the Bay of Bengal. 

Description of the hill system and Water Bodies  

River System and other Water Bodies  

The most conspicuous feature of the district is its river system. The 

district is criss-crossed by a network of rivers. The plains of the district lie in 

between river Mahanadi in the north and Devi and Biluakhai in the south. 

The Mahanadi so aptly named, is the largest river in Odisha having a 

drainage Basin of nearly 1,41,600 square kilometers.  

Mahanadi originates from Raipur district of Chhattisgarh and passes 

through Sambalpur, Bolangir, and Phulbani and finally touches Naraj which 

is twelve kilometers from Cuttack city. From Naraj it branches out to 

Kathajodi on the south and the northern part retains the name of the parent 

stream. Kathajodi again bifurcates to Kuakhai at Jhinkiria i.e. about five 

kilometers from the city of Cuttack and the main stream throws off the Surua, 

which however rejoins it at Barada after a coure of 16 Kms. A little lower 

down at Gobindpur, the Kathajodi branches out further, the right branch is 

known as the Devi and the left branch as the Biluakhai. River Alaka, a 

tributary of Biluakhai, flows through the mainland of Jagatsinghpur. The Devi 

in which the main body of the water of the river passes takes an easterly 

direction and rejoins with Biluakhai. The river Devi flows through Alipingala, 

Machhagaon and Naugaon blocks in Jagatsinghpur District and Astaranga 

and Kanasa blocks in Puri District. On its way to the sea the river Devi gives 

rise to number of branches, the Kandal, the Khandia, the Dahikhai, the 



 
 

6 

Puruna Devi and many other minor channels which all eventually reunite and 

flow, under the name of the Devi, into the Bay of Bengal. The mouth of the 

river is surrounded by dense forests without any habitation. The river is 

navigable till Machhagaon by small slopes. It is one of the best tidal 

channels in Odisha. The rivers despite their periodic ravages have been 

contributing immensely to shaping of potentially diverqent cultural thresholds 

in each of their twist and bend. 

Big vessels cannot enter the river upstream due to large sediment of 

sand in the mouth. During rains the river and its branches carry great volume 

of water in them and at the time of high floods they overflow their banks. To 

save people from the ravages of flood, embankments have been erected on 

their banks with a free board of about 1.20 meter. A few weirs are 

constructed in between 1860 and 1865, in order to regulate the flow and 

divert some of water to the Mahanadi Channels. Floods are a major disaster 

for the villages of Jagatsinghpur District. At Daleighai embankment the Devi 

River flows above the danger mark (between July and September) every 

year. Nearby villages were placed under high alert. At times it causes 

irreparable damages to the crops and vegetables cultivated in the river 

valley. The State Government takes all conceivable measures to prevent 

leakages of the river bank with 24 x 7 patrolling.  

River Mahanadi branches out into three streams, the Chitroptala 

towards the north, the Mahanadi in the centre and Sukhpaika to the south. 

The Sukhpaika starts at Aitpur of Cuttack district just 15 Km down stream the 

Mahanadi Barrage. Forming a loop it joins the main stream at Kulasahi. 

About 5 Km below the outfall of Sukhpaika, the Mahanadi again branches 

out to Paika. The Paika reunites with the parent stream just opposite of 

Marshaghai. The Pankapala is the last escape from the right bank of the 

Mahanadi. From Taladanda the Mahanadi flows eastward and falls into the 

sea down stream the False point. 

Estuaries 

The rivers of the district find their way into the sea by two great 

estuaries. After numerous ramifications the Mahanadi forms two great 

estuaries, one generally known as Devi, in the eastern part of the district and 

other bearing the name of the parent river, empties into the sea 5 Km east of 

the False Point, about half way down the coast, the former struggling to find 

vent for their columns of water and silt, the latter repelling them with its sand 

laden currents. These forces have action and their reactions. The sea puts 

up a bar outside the river mouth, while the river pushes out its delta to the 

right and left inside. All the estuaries, therefore, have a bar of sand across 

the mouth which prevents the entry of large vessels at high tide. However, 



 
 

7 

the sand bar at the mouth of the Mahanadi has been subdued to a great 

extent and Paradeep port has been developed thereon.  

The Devi with its channels forms the last part of the great network of 

rivers and as a result, a broad estuary is created which enters into the Bay of 

Bengal on the south of the district of Jagatsinghpur and Puri district. This is 

navigable up to Machhagaon by small slopes and distrinquishable as one of 

the best tidal channels in Odisha. But owing to the bar of sand in its mouth, 

vessels of large size cannot enter except at high tide.  

Similarly, the Mahanadi splinters into several mouths while entering into 

the Bay of Bengal. But the principal one is that which debouches through the 

shoals to the south of the False Point Light House. For a considerable 

distance up the river, the depth is adequate for ships of large burden, but 

unfortunately, as in the case of the Devi, indeed in all other harbours of 

Odisha, a bar stretches across the mouth, which in addition to the perils of 

shoal water, compounds to the dangerous condition for constant uicissitudes 

in the channels and sand banks. The False Point harbour which lays a little 

north of Mahanadi estuary is a comparatively exposed anchorage and was, 

until the construction of the Hirakud dam, rapidly silting up. Two separate 

channels follow from the anchorage, on the north the river Jambu and on the 

south the Kharanasi creek, a short branch of Mahanadi. The sand bar at the 

mouth has been raised from 2.5 to 3.00 meter during low level of water in 

1952, thus causing the river water to pass through the shortest distance to 

empty itself straight into the sea instead of following a circuitous way as used 

to happen previously. In the past many foreign experts were invited by 

Government of Odisha to give their advice for the improvement of the bar in 

connection with the development of Paradip Port. All of them were of the 

opinion that Paradeep could be developed into an all-weather deep-sea-port 

by construction of estuarine or coastal harbour to accommodate vessels up 

to 32‟ draft. Later on  Paradip has developed as a major port. 

Sanctuary 

No sanctuary or national park is located in the district. However, 

Gahiramatha under Rajnagar Mangrove Division adjacent to the district 

occupies a unique place in the country for its sea-turtles. It is one of the 

largest breeding grounds of “Olive Ridley” sea turtles that come in Lakhs 

every year during the months from December to April from the distant Pacific 

Ocean to lay their eggs near the mouth of Mahanadi. The mouth of the river 

Devi serves as a nesting ground for Olive Ridley sea turtles during their 

breeding season. About 800,000 turtles come to this region every winter for 

breeding. However, the turtle nesting has declined in recent years due to 

mass death believed to have been brought about by increased mechanized 

fishing. Over 6,000 Olive Ridleys were killed in the year 2003 alone. 
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According to a 2007 estimate, over 130,000 turtles have been found dead on 

these beaches over the last 13 years. The effort to set aside the mouth of 

the Devi River as a sanctuary for Olive Ridley turtles, is being opposed by 

local fishing communities. 

Flora and Fauna 

The flora and fauna of a specific area are determined by its location, 

climate, land form, soil and water bodies and above all, the eco system and 

ecology. Jagatsinghpur area is a part of the coromandal coast of Bay of 

Bengal. The flora of this area is of two types. The tropical monsoon flora is 

seen in the western part of the district. Due to saline echo system the 

mangrove or Tidal flora or Hental flora is found in three Blocks namely, 

Erasama, Balikuda and Kujanga which are adjacent to the Bay of Bengal. 

Monsoon Flora noticed in the district includes Mango (Magnifera 

Indica), Jack fruit (Artocarpus integrifolus, Neem (Melia Azadirachta), Bel 

(Aegle marmelos), Chakunda (Cassia Tora), Banyan Tree, Pipal tree, Anla 

(Phyllanthus emblica) Guava, Coconut (Cocus Nucefera), Palm tree etc. 

Saline Flora: In the area adjoining the sea, saline flora is seen which is 

known as mangrove flora. It consists of Kansan creeper, Guanr, Hental, 

Chiari, Kharakhari, Sundari creeper, Sisumar, Goira, Katelai, Nachhei and 

Rai, species like Badagarani, Bawadani, Sinduka etc, Tunda, Keruan, ora, 

Teluni, Miriga, Harkanch, White and Black Bari, Giria and Baria, Nalia grass 

etc.  

The mangrove flora, found in the tidal forest and muddy swamps of 

coastal area are Avicennia officinalies, Clerodewdrum inerme, Gaertn, 

Acanthus ilicifolius, Blanco, Brrowlowia terasa, Kosterm, Aegialities routndi 

folia, Roxb, Aegicera, Corniculatum, Bruguieva, gymnorrhiza, Savigny, 

caesa / pinia crista, caesa / pinica bonduc, Roxb, Dalbergia spinosa Roxb, 

Ceriops decandra (Griff), Dengltout, Ceriops tagal (Pcrr), Rabns, Dernis & 

canadcus (Roxb), Benth, Excoecaria agallocha.  Tamarix dilila Roxb, 

Thespesia populnea  solex corr, Derrix trifliafa, lour, phonix paludosa Roxb, 

porteresia coarctata (Roxb), Tateoka Rhizophora apiculata BL, Mucronata, 

Pourect and Rhizophora. 
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Fauna 

Jagatsinghpur has two natural divisions. One is the east coast, 

adjoining the Bay of Bengal and the other is the western part of the district. 

In the tidal forests there are different species of fauna. The district abounds 

in domestic animals. They are cow, bullock, cat, dog, buffalo, goat, pig, 

sheep etc. Besides in Dhatatangagad and Kilipal forests there are deer, 

jackal, wolf, hare, monkeys, different types of snakes like cobra and many 

other serpents, various species of wild cat, fox, vixen, squirrel, mongoose, 

iguana, rat, mouse, porcupine, turtle etc.  

In the tidal forests adjoining the sea there are different types of 

poisonous snakes like King Cobra, Python, Boa constrictor and many other 

amphibious species. In the rivers and ponds of this district, there are 

different kinds of fish and in the sea adjoining the land, there are varieties of 

marine creatures.  

Two species of birds are found in this district: both domestic and non-

domestic. The domestic birds are fowl, duck, pigeon etc. The other birds 

seen in this district are dove, woodpecker, cuckoo, crow, black drango, 

egret, grey crane, sparrow, kite, facion, lorikeet, water hen, owl, bat, weaver 

bird, gaudev, vulture, parrot, magnobird, goose, mynah (Acridotherus) and 

many others.  

Climatic condition and weather 

The climate of this district is characterised by high humidity, nearly all 

the year round, oppressive summer and good seasonal rainfall. The summer 

reigns from March to May. This is followed by the southwest monsoon 

lasting up to September. October and November constitute the post-

monsoon season. The period from December to February is  cold 

weather/winter season. 

The average annual rainfall in the district is 1514.6 mm. The southwest 

monsoon commences from early June and continues till the end of 

September. Considering the district as a whole, about 73% of the annual 

rainfall is received during southwest monsoon months i.e. June to 

September, August being the most rainy among them all. A significant 

amount of rainfall, of about 15% and 9%, also occurs during the post and 

pre-monsoon seasons. During the 90 year period from 1901 to 1990, the 

highest annual rainfall in the district, which was 175% of the normal, 

occurred in the year 1936, while the lowest annual rainfall in the district, 

which was 67% of the normal, occurred in 1979. During the same period 

there were four years, when the annual rainfall in the district was less than 

80% of the normal. However, none of these years were consecutive. 



 
 

12 

There is one meteorological observatory in the district at Paradeep 

Port, records of which are available from 1969. Data of this observatory may 

be taken as representative of the climatic conditions in the district in general. 

Temperature begins to rise after February. May and June are the hottest 

months of the year with the mean daily maximum temperature about 32.7°C 

and the mean daily minimum temperature about 26.0°C. Starting from 

summer  till the onset of the southwest monsoon, the heat is oppressive and 

day temperatures in May and June may sometimes reach up to 41°C. 

Thundershowers and sea breezes in the afternoons in the coastal track, 

bring some relief. After the onset of southwest monsoon in the second week 

of June, temperature decreases initially and remain more or less steady 

during July to Ist September. After receding of  southwest monsoon, both 

day and night temperatures decrease progressively. January is the coldest 

month, with the mean daily maximum temperature   approximately 27.2°C 

and the mean daily minimum temperature hovering around 15.7°C. 

The highest maximum temperature ever recorded at Paradip Port was 

41.4°C on 27 May 1974 and the lowest minimum temperature ever recorded 

was 9.6°C on 12 January 1978. 

Heavily clouded / overcast skies prevail during the monsoon. In the 

summer and post-monsoon seasons, cloudiness is moderate. Skies are 

either clear or lightly clouded during winter.  

Wind blows gently in winter & post-monsoon seasons, whereras it is 

stronger during the pre-monsoon and southwest monsoon periods. In the 

pre-monsoon and southwest monsoon months, wind mostly blows southerly 

or south-westerly. In the post- monsoon and winter days, wind is  either 

northerly or north-easterly in the morning and  usually north-easterly and 

easterly in the evenings. 

Depressions and storms originating in the Bay of Bengal in the pre-

monsoon and southwest monsoon months cross the Odisha coast and 

affect the district as well as its neighbourhood with widespread heavy rain 

and gusty winds. In the post-monsoon months also, such storms affect the 

district occasionally. The rain in the southwest monsoon months, is 

sometimes associated with thunderstorms. During the cold/winter days fog 

occurs occasionally. 

 

 
*** 
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CHAPTER-II 

HISTORY 

Early Historical perspective of the District 

Deltaic and partly littoral; the district of Jagatsinghpur is triangular in 

shape and small in geographical proportions. It has a history of its own 

dating back to the 6
th
 century AD, having contemporaneity with the Prachi 

valley civilization. Its archaeological remains, navigation network, inland and 

overseas trade, fabric manufacturing & designing, religious tolerance and 

epoch-making glorious role in freedom struggle; have a savour of 

distinctiveness.  

Jagatsinghpur was known as Hariharpur during the advent of   East 

India Company. The Company established its trade centre at Hariharpur and 

captain Bruton governed the place for a long time. The Marathas kept the 

place under their jurisdiction and appointed Jagatsingh to collect revenue. 

He collected Peshkus & Nazarana and remained an unchallenged and 

uninterrupted administrator for a   long time. The place was rechristened as 

Jagatsinghpur from Hariharpur after the name of Jagatsingh since 1786. The 

place lies between 86
0
.3‟ to 86

0
.45‟ East longitude and 19

0
.58 to 20

0
 North 

latitude. It is bounded by Kendrapara district in the North, Puri district in the 

South, the Bay of Bengal in the East and Cuttack district in the West. The 

district consists of 8 Blocks and 8 Tahasils and one sub-division covering 

1759 square kilometres. Jagatsinghpur emerged as a new district on 1
st
 

April, 1993.  

The natural division of the District falls into two distinct parts, differing 

widely in their physical features. The first one is the marshy woodland strip 

stretching along the coast line. The second one is the vast alluvial plain 

formed by the deposits of its great rivers. The marshy strip along the coast is 

a low woodland. It abounds in swamps and morasses and often intersected 

by innumerable winding creeks. It has a coarse growth of canes, brushwood, 

and reedy grass on either side. This region is subject to inundation by sea 

water which leaves its own deposit on the surface of the low lying area. The 

coast is a continuous stretch and on account of excessive accumulation of 

alluvial soil carried by the Mahanadi and its branches; deltas have been 

formed. The most conspicuous among these is Hukitola, at the mouth of the 

Mahanadi. The entire coast line is a stretch of sand dunes. The maximum 

width of this sand dune belt is nearly one kilometre. At the central part of the 

coast, i.e. near the mouth of the river Jambu and Kharanasi, there are no 

sand dunes. It is a domain of opulent rice fields dotted with banyan, 

bamboos, mango orchards and palm groves and it forms the crux of the 

fertile belt of the district.  
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The Mahanadi, the Kathajodi, the Devi, the Biluakhai are the important 

rivers. The Mahanadi after passing through Cuttack divides itself into three 

branches: the Chitrotpala to the North, the Mahanadi in the centre, and the 

Suka-Paika in the south. The Suka-paika starts at Aitpur, 15 km below the 

Mahanadi anicut, forming a loop; it joins the mainstream again at Kulasahi, 

30 km lower down. The mouth of Suka-Paika was closed in 1951 by a cross 

bund for providing irrigation into its island. The Chitrotpala branch leaves the 

present stream about 15 km. below the Birupa mouth and soon bifurcates 

into Chitrotpala and Luna. These streams unite after flowing for a course of 

about 30 kms and under the name of Luna, falls into the Mahanadi estuary 

near Paradeep. The Baranadi is a branch of the Luna. About 5 km below the 

outfall of Suka-Paika, the Mahanadi bifurcates again into Paika.  Pankapala 

is the last escape from the right bank of Mahanadi. From Taladanda, the 

Mahanadi flows eastward and falls into the sea below the False Point. 

The river Kathajodi is an arm of the Mahanadi and it branches off at 

Naraj and gets immediately bifurcated and the southern branch which is 

known as the Kuakhai flows into the district of Puri. The river Kathajodi at 

Gobindapur is again sub-divided. The right branch is  Devi and the left is 

Biluakhai. The Devi in which the main body of water of the river passes, 

takes an easterly turn and rejoins with Biluakhai. On its way to the sea, the 

river Devi gives off a number of branches, the Kandal, the Khandia, the 

Daikhai, the Puruna Devi and many other minor channels which all 

eventually reunite and flow under the name of Devi, through the 

neighbouring district of Puri into the Bay of Bengal. Flowing in the North 

direction, the Kathajodi again gets divided into Alaka and the Kathajodi 

proper; who have been cut off at the head,by the Devi left embankment. 

The district can be divided into two distinct Botanical zones viz. (1) the 

Deltaic zone and (2) the cultivated plains. The mangrove formation is the 

peculiarity of deltaic zone. These formations are either always or 

periodically, inundated by tidal water. The flora is of evergreen character. 

The most common species are sonneratia (kerua), Avicenia 

(Bani),Rhizophora species (Rai),xylocarpus granatum (sisumar), xylocarpus 

gangeticus (Pitamari)and exocoecaria agallocha (guan) , the common shrub 

being Heritiera fomes (sundari),and Acanthus ilicifolius (Harkancha). The 

higher land contains evergreen species; common being mimusops hexandra 

(khira), Pongamaia pinnata(Karanja), Strychna noxvomica (Kochila), Ficus 

species (Jari), Mango and neem. The lower land contains strellus asper 

(sahada), Randia Malabarica (Phirika), Carissa spinarum (Ankhu koli) and 

Dodonaea vicosa (Kantei koli). The plants commonly met with in the open 

coastal sands, are Pandanus odoratissimus (Kia). A large variety of 

economically important plants are cultivated in the District. The species 

generally found in wastelands are Jatropha gossypifolia (Gaba), Argemone 
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Mexicana (Odasmari), Aegle marmelos (Bel), Mimosa Pudica (Lajakuli), 

Martynia diandra (Baghanakhi), Hyptis suaveolens (Gangatulasi), Datura 

metel(Dhutura) etc. The common orchard trees are mango, jackfruit and 

guava. Less common; are cashew, orange and lemon. In the coastal areas, 

palms, cocosnuciphera (coconut) are extensively planted and phoenix 

sylvestris (khajuri) are commonly seen. Among the hedge plants, the most 

common are Nerium odorum (kaniar), Lasonia inermis (mehendi), Vitex 

negundo (Begunia). In the backyards, Moringa pterygosperma (Sajana), 

Musa Sapientum (Banana) and Bamboo are quite popular. The common 

shady trees along the roads and the village wastelands; are Ficus 

Benghalensis (Bara) and Ficus religiosa (Aswastha). The usual plants in the 

ponds are lilies and lotus. The water hyacinths (Eichhornia Crassipes) 

spread widely in the ponds, canals and water sources. 

The District Jagatsinghpur, a part of the Cuttack District is rich in 

archaeological remains and is a fascinating area of study in the   history of 

mankind and culture.  Coins, inscriptions, images and monuments are main 

historical antiquities known in the district. The earliest known coins in 

Cuttack as well as in India; are the punch marked coins. Silver, punch 

marked coins have been reported from the district of Cuttack, Puri, 

Mayurbhanj, Bolangir and Ganjam. A trove comprising 379 silver punch 

marked coins was discovered from a hillock at Salipur police station and they 

belong to Maurya period. In 1931-32, imitations of Kushan coins also known 

as Puri Kushan coins were discovered from undivided Cuttack district. 

Odisha was not directly ruled by Guptas although a few gold coins of Guptas 

were found from the state. In the district of Cuttack, an archer type gold 

coins of Chandragupta-II, was discovered from Lalitgiri. It has the standing 

figure of the king as an archer, Garuda standard on the obverse and 

Goddess Laxmi on the reverse. Gold coins weighing 5 to 7 grains, called 

Ganga fanams have been discovered from Danduasinghpur under 

Jagatsinghpur police station. These fanams are attributed to the rulers of the 

eastern ganga dynasty. The various symbols on the obverse include a 

crouching bull, sankha, chakra etc while on the reverse ankush, kuthara and 

some numerals. The excavation at Barbati fort in the Cuttack city has 

brought to light a silver coin of Shahjahan which was minted at Surat. 

Cuttack however had a mint and two coins minted from this place have been 

preserved in national museum, Kolkata. A number of inscriptions have been 

discovered in the undivided district. Stone, copper plate, clay seals, 

potsherds constitute the writing materials. Copper plates of Jajati-1 were 

obtained from the record section of Cuttack collectorate while John Beams 

collected copper plates of Bhimaratha from Cuttack. However, among 

inscriptions of the eastern Ganga dynasty, mention may be made of 

Kaijanga plates of Bhanudeva-IV. 
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The religious belief and rituals of the people find expression in the 

archaeological monuments of the district which includes temples and images 

of various pantheons. The temples generally follow the Odishan temple style 

in having a curvilinear superstructure for the sanctuary and pidha deula, for 

the frontal porch. The Lingaraj Mahadeva temple near Balia, on the bank of 

Biluakhai river, is an important specimen of the early series of the temples 

and can be assigned to 8
th
 to 9

th
 centuries. The small rekha temple is triratha 

in plan and has Mahisamardini as one of the Parsvadevatas. The Singhnath 

Siva temple in an islet of the Mahanadi at Singhnath is the most important 

Siva temple of 9
th
 century A.D. The main temple is a beautiful rekha Deula 

but jagamohan, rectangular in plan, has terraced roof. The Amangai temple 

in another island of the Mahanadi near Kandarpur is now in ruins. Its 

pyramidal Jagmohan seems to be a later addition, but the Deula, 

pancharatha in plan, is a developed specimen of the Odishan style. 

Sathalpur in Jagatsighpur sub-division had a temple for Saptamatruka and 

the images still exist there. Buddhist images of the district hail from Tarapur 

and Paradeep garh. The beautiful image of Lokeswar at Paradeepgarh, 

worshipped as Bisnu-Lokanath, is a unique temple of Gajaprustha style.  

The district of Jagatsinghpur, earlier a part of the Cuttack district, was 

created on 01.04.1993. It belongs to Kalinga Empire, the name by which the 

present State of Odisha was known. The name of Kalinga has found 

mention in Jain, Buddhist and Brahmanical literature. Srutayudha, the king of 

Kalinga, who supported Kauravas in the Mahabharata war, was killed along 

with his sons. The Puranas mention that 32 Kshatriya kings ruled over 

Kalinga after the war and the last king was killed by the great Nanda 

emperor Mahapadma Nanda. The Nandas ruled over the country in the 4
th
 

century B.C, as corroborated by Hatigumpha inscription of king Kharvela. 

When Chandragupta Maurya overthrew the Nandas, Kalinga  became an 

independent state. It was his grandson Asoka who conquered Kalinga in the 

8
th
 year of his reign, as revealed in Rock Edict-xiii, found from Shahbazgarhi-

Manshera of present day Pak-Afghan border. It became a province of 

Mauryan empire and the hilly hinterland or the Atavika tract, left 

unconquered; as Asoka was not interested in further conquest. The 

headquarters of administration was at Toshali or Dhauli, while the second 

seat of the administration existed at Jaugada. The coastal tract was however 

apparently ruled by Maurya governors from the main headquarters at Tosali. 

Very little is known about Asoka‟s activities in Kalinga but it is possible that 

Buddhism became popular in Kalinga to a great extent.  

After disintegration of Mauryan Empire, a new dynasty called Chedi 

dynasty established their power over Kalinga. The third ruler Kharavela (1
st
 

century B.C) known from the Hatigumpha inscription at Udayagiri, was the 

greatest ruler of ancient Kalinga. He had his capital at Kalinganagari 
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identified with Sisupalgarh near Bhubaneswar. He was a great warrior and 

had undertaken many welfare activities like repair of damaged capital, 

renovation of a canal and excavation of caves at Khandagiri and Udayagiri. 

Though details are lacking, presumably, the present undivided Cuttack 

district could have been benefited by his liberal administration. 

After the downfall of the Chedi dynasty, the Satavahanas occupied 

some parts of Kalinga during the time of Gautamiputra Satakarni but there is 

no evidence to suggest his direct control over the coastal tract of Cuttack 

district. The political status of Kalinga following the Chedi rule, is not clear. 

On the basis of Kushan and imitation Kushan coins (Puri Kushan coins) 

discovered from several districts of Odisha, including Cuttack district, some 

scholars believe that there was a period of Murunda supremacy in Odisha 

but this is   doubtful. 

The present undivided Cuttack district could have been under local 

rulers as evident from the Bhadrak inscriptions of Maharaja Gana. 

Chandragupta-l established the Gupta rule in northern India in about 

320 A.D. But it was Samudragupta who through his extensive conquest 

extended the Gupta dominion. In the Allahabad pillar inscription, 

Samudragupta is stated to have defeated Mahendra of Kosal, Mantaraj of 

Korala, Swamidata of Kottura and Vyghraraj of Mahakantara which roughly 

correspond to Bolangir, Kalahandi Ganjam and Koraput district. Utkal and 

Kalinga comprising coastal Odisha are not mentioned in the Allahabad pillar 

inscription but found mention in Raghuvamsa by Kalidas. This would suggest 

that there was no single paramount power in the region. No other Gupta king 

after Samudragupta claimed to have directly ruled over Odisha and it is not 

known clearly whether Odisha formed a part of the Gupta Empire. Gupta 

gold coins have been found from Banki and Lalitgiri. Buddhist centre at 

Lalitgiri received liberal patronage from some Gupta rulers. According to 

Tibetan tradition, as recorded by Lama Taranath, in the early 16
th
 century 

A.D, the Buddhist monastery at Ratnagiri was built by one Bala, who is 

identified as Gupta king Narasinghgupta Baladitya. The discovery of one 

seal from a monastery at Ratnagiri refers to “Chandraditya vihar Samagra 

Aryabhikshu Sanghasya”. Chandraditya was the title of Vishnugupta, the last 

Gupta ruler who ruled in the first half of the 6
th
 century A.D. This would 

suggest that Vishnugupta was responsible for the establishment of a 

Buddhist vihar at Lalitgiri which was named after him. It is possible that he 

occupied coastal Odisha including a part of the Cuttack district. 

The Mathara dynasty came into prominence during post Gupta period. 

Visakha Varman, the earliest known king established power over a small 

kingdom around Paralakhemundi but his successor Umavarman became 

more powerful to proclaim himself as the lord of Kalinga. During the time of 



 
 

18 

Maharaja Saktivarman, Mathar territory touched Mahanadi in the North and 

Krishna in the South. Nandapravanjana Varman was the last known ruler of 

Mathara dynasty during whose period Matharas became a spent force and 

around 498 A.D, the eastern Gangas started their rule over Kalinga. It 

appears that part of modern Cuttack district was under the control of the 

Matharas during heyday of their power when Mahanadi formed the northern 

boundary of their kingdom. 

The eastern Gangas who followed the Marathas established their hold 

over Kalinga and assumed the title of Trikalingadhipati. Hastivarman who 

had his capital at Kalinganagar proclaimed himself as the lord of sakal 

Kalinga. During the latter half of the 6th century A.D, a chief named 

Ranadurjaya controlled South Kalinga and established his capital at 

Pisthapur, while the eastern Gangas ruled in middle Kalinga. The Vigrahas 

ruled in Northern Kalinga which was called Kalingarastra in their inscriptions.   

Further, mostly the Mudgalas or Manas ruled over Toshali which 

included the coastal tracts of present Cuttack, Puri and Baleswar District. 

This extensive kingdom was divided into North Toshali and South Toshali 

and possibly, the Mahanadi was the dividing line. The discovery of copper 

plate of Sambhuyasa who belonged to Mana family, from Soro in Balesoar 

district and Erabanga in Puri district further consolidate their rule over an 

extensive territory comprising coastal Odisha.  

The Sailodbhabas ruled over Kangoda mandal during 6
th 

to 7
th
 

centuries. This mandal probably consisted of parts of Kalinga and Odra. It 

seems to have extended from Mahendragiri in the South to the river 

Mahanadi in the North. They had effective control over modern Puri and 

Ganjam district which yielded several copper plate inscriptions of the 

dynasty. The early members of the Sailodbhaba family such as Dharmaraja-

1 and Madhavaraja-1 were feudatory chiefs. The next ruler Ayasobhita-1 

declared him independent, taking advantage of the political situation of the 

time. Madhavaraja-ii who succeeded him, however had acknowledged 

supremacy of Sasanka. The evidence of inscriptions, seals and literary texts 

available of that period indicate that Sasanka exercised his sway over the 

whole of  Eastern India. Inscriptions of Somadatta and Subhakirti prove 

Sasanka‟s mastery over Dandabhukti, Odra and Utkal. The Ekamra purana 

records “my devotee Sasanka, the lord of the Earth with his mind fixed in 

none (except one, i.e. Lord Shiva) will rule the portion of the Earth up to 

Kalinga”. Hence the present Cuttack district including coastal area might 

have been part of Sasanka‟s empire. The situation, however, changed after 

the death of Sasanka and that provided an opportunity for Madhavaraja-11 

to assume independent status. In his Khurda grant, Madhavaraja, who was 

earlier a mahasamanta, used the title of sakal Kalingadhipati, a title used 
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before that by Mathara king Saktivarman. Meanwhile, Harshavardhan 

conquered a large part of Sasanka‟s dominion in Eastern India. We learn 

from Hiuen-Tsang‟s account that he waged incessant warfare for six years 

and fought five Indias or brought five Indias under his allegiance. It is 

apparent that the district which formed a part of Utkal, was included in 

Harsha‟s empire. H Wi Li mentions “the king after returning from the 

subjugation of Kanyodha came to Wucha or Odisha”. He is said to have 

assigned the revenue of 80 large towns of Odisha to a Buddhist philosopher 

Jayasena by name. This would suggest that coastal Odisha was certainly 

under the control of Harsha but shortly after his death, Madhavaraja again 

became independent and powerful. He was succeeded by his son 

Ayasobhita-11 alias Madhyamraja-1. During the rule of Dharamaraja-ii, the 

successor of Madhyamaraja-1, Tivaradeva of South Kosal, taking 

advantages of a fratricidal struggle in Kangoda, claimed to have conquered 

the coastal tract of Odisha and assumed the title of Lord of entire Kosal and 

Utkal. He was however defeated in the battle by the Sailodbhaba ruler 

Dharmaraja-ii who used imperial titles such as Parambhattaraka and 

Maharajadhiraj. After him, there was marked decline in the power of 

Sailodbhabas but their rule lasted till 736 A.D when Bhaumakaras rose to 

power. 

The district came under the Bhaumakaras in the 8
th
 to 9

th
 centuries A.D.  

They had their own era called Bhauma era which possibly began in 736 A.D. 

The dynasty ruled for two centuries in an unbroken line of successors. In 

course of time, the Bhaumakaras carved out a kingdom which covered 

coastal Odisha including parts of Cuttack, Puri, Baleswar and Ganjam 

district. The dynasty is called Bhauma as it claimed descent from Bhumi or 

the Earth. As the names all the kings ended with Kar, it is also called Kar 

dynasty. They had their capital at Guheswarapatana which was located in 

the vicinity of Viraja or modern Jajpur. Khemankar was the founder of this 

dynasty and the last ruler known to us was Dharmamahadevi after whose 

death, Somavamsis ousted Bhaumakaras from coastal Odisha about the 

middle of the 10
th
 century A.D. 

The Somavamsi kings, known as Kesharies in local traditions rose into 

prominence in the Eastern part of South Kosal in the middle of the 9
th
 

century A.D. Gradually, they extended their power and came down to coastal 

Odisha. They ruled Odisha till the beginning of the 12
th
 century A.D. 

Sivagupta was the founder of the Somavamsi dynasty. No record of this ruler 

has yet been discovered but in the records of the next ruler, he has been 

accorded imperial epithets. His reign may be assigned to the middle of the 

9
th
 century A.D. Later records of the family however drop his name and 

mention Janmejaya as the first member of the dynasty. This would suggest 

that Mahabhavagupta Janmejaya was the real founder of the greatness of 
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the family. It is known from Brahmeswar temple inscription that Janmejaya 

killed a king of Odra. The country of Odra or Utkal roughly denotes lower 

part of present Odisha which was then under the Bhaumakaras and the 

Somavamsi monarchs might have interfered in the affairs of Odra. He was 

succeeded by his son Mahashivagupta Jajati sometime after the 34
th
 regal 

year of his father. Mahashivagupta Jajati came into conflict with the 

Kalachuries and repelled the invasion of Kalachuri king Yuvaraj-1. His 

greatest achievement however was the occupation of coastal Odisha which 

was under the control of the Karas. The Odisha museum plate, dated   the 

4
th
 regal year, records donation of a village in Odra country,     previously 

under the Bhaumakaras. Yet another charter issued in the 9
th
 year records 

grant of another village Chandragrama in Marada vishaya in Dakshina 

Toshali. As both the places have been identified in Cuttack district, the area 

must have passed into the effective control of the Somavamsis. He brought 

about the political unification of Odisha by controlling both Eastern and 

Western Odisha. In that sense, his united kingdom was the precursor of 

modern province of Odisha. Karna keshari was the last Somavamsi king of 

Odisha. His reign was a troublesome period, with Eastern Gangas and Palas   

attempting to annex the coastal Odisha to their kingdom. Ultimately, around 

1108 A.D, Anantavarman Chodagangadeva occupied the coastal kingdom. 

For some time, Karna continued as a vassal of Chodagangadeva. 

Chodagangadeva annexed coastal Odisha after his victory over Karnadeva. 

The Somavamsi rule ended and the Eastern Gangas became the ruling 

power of coastal Odisha.  

In the early years of the 12
th
 century A.D, the Eastern Gangas who had 

their capital at Kalinganagar (Mukhalingam in Srikakulam district) began to 

extend their sway over coastal Odisha. The dynasty started its rule in 

Kalinga towards the end of the 5
th
 century A.D. The early Gangas remained 

a local power but from 9
th
 century A.D onwards, beginning with Vajrahasta-

iii, the Gangas assumed imperial status for which the latter Gangas were 

called Imperial Gangas. During the time of Anantavarman Chodagangadeva 

(1077-1147 A.D.), the political boundary touched the rivers Ganga and 

Godavari. In fact, it became the most important kingdom of Eastern India 

during the medieval period. Cuttack being the capital was the focal centre of 

that great empire. From Anantavarman Chodagangadeva till Bhanudeva-iv, 

the last ruler of Ganga dynasty, altogether 15 kings ruled over Odisha 

including the present undivided Cuttack district. Though, towards last part of 

their rule, they faced invasions from the Reddy rulers of the South and the 

Muslim rulers of Bengal, yet they were able to defend the capital. 

Anantavarman Chodagangadeva, son of Rajaraja Devendravarman and the 

Chola princess Rajasundari, succeeded his father and was crowned in 1077 

A.D. and ruled till 1147 A.D. Several inscriptions of Anantavarman 
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Chodagangadeva bear mention about his two major achievements viz. 

reinstatement of Utkalpati in the East and the waning lord of Vengi in the 

west. The reference to the reinstatement of Utkalpati in the inscription of 

Chodagangadeva indicates the political turmoil of Odisha and the success of 

the Gangas in imposing their sovereignty over Utkal. The earliest known 

inscription to mention this achievement is the Mukhalinga grant of 1108 A.D. 

It suggests that the Gangas established their supremacy over Odisha before 

1108 A.D. The last known king of the Somavamsi dynasty was Karna who 

was defeated by the Ganga king Anantavarman Chodagangadeva.  With his 

expansion of the kingdom towards North, Chodaganga shifted his capital to 

a central place in Odisha. The Madalapanji mentions that Chodagangadeva 

occupied Odisha in the guise of a dancer and became the ruler. The 

importance of Varanasi Katak i.e. modern Cuttack in 1113 A.D. is proved by 

one of the inscriptions of the Simhachalam temple. Chodaganga‟s control 

over the district is further corroborated by the discovery of his inscription at 

Jajpur. It is likely that Cuttack became the new capital of the empire during 

the reign of Chodagangadeva. Rajaraja-iii of this dynasty became the ruler 

after the death of his father Aniyankabhima ii. It is mentioned in Tabaqat-i-

Nasiri that Muhammad-bin-Bakhtiyar-Khiliji sent two Khiliji amirs viz. 

Muhammad Sharan and Ahmmad Sharan to invade Jajnagar (the Ganga 

kingdom of Odisha in 1205 A.D) but they returned without conquering 

Odisha. Presumably, Rajaraja-iii foiled the attempt of Sharan brothers. 

Anangabhimadeva-iii became the ruler after the death of his father Rajaraja-

iii. During his reign, Ghiyas-ud-din-Iwaz, the ruler of Bengal invaded Odisha 

but the attempt to subjugate Odisha was foiled by the Gangas. 

Anangabhimadeva-iii granted land in Purunagrama and Jayanarayanagrama 

in Sailo Visaya which are now located in Cuttack district and that suggest 

that no part of the district was under Muslim rulers. Narasinha-ii was 

succeeded by his son Bhanudeva-ii. During his time, Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughluq 

sent his son Ulugh Khan to invade Odisha but his effort was not crowned 

with success. The Ganga inscription claims that Bhanudeva-ii achieved 

victory over Ghiyas-ud-din. Bhanudeva-iii ascended the throne after 

Narasimha-iii. He had to bear the brunt of the several invasions. In 1353 

A.D, sultan Shams-ud-din-Ilyas Shah of Bengal invaded Odisha and 

extracted handsome booty including 44 elephants. In 1360-61, Delhi sultan 

Firuz shah Tughluq invaded Odisha, occupied Varanasi Katak, the Ganga 

capital and claimed to have destroyed the Jagannath temple. The Odisha 

invasion is mentioned in an inscription of Firuz Tughluq found in Gujurat and 

also in the Persian text like Shirat-i-Firoz Shahi and Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi. The 

power of the Gangas further declined when the Reddies gradually extended 

their sway over the Southern part of Odisha. The Reddy king Anavema 

extended his authority up to Simachalam which became the boundary line 

between Odisha and Reddy kingdom. Bhanudeva-iii was succeeded by his 
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son Narasimha-iv. During his time, Khwaja Jahan, the sultan of Jaunpur 

invaded Lakhnawati and Odisha. But the claim that the Raja of Jajnagar was 

forced to pay tribute appears to be an exaggeration. While the Muslim raids 

had no adverse impact on the Gangas, the growing power of the Reddies in 

the South was a matter of serious concern for the territorial integrity of the 

Ganga Empire. Kumargiri, the powerful Reddy king invaded Odisha, 

defeated the Ganga forces and captured some portions of the Ganga 

kingdom. Bhnudeva-iv succeeded Narasimha-iv in 1414 A.D. During his 

reign in A.D. 1422, sultan Hussang Shah of Malwa invaded Odisha in the 

guise of a horse trader. Bhanudeva was captured by the treacherous sultan 

and subsequently released after parting with a number of elephants. The 

raid, however, had no effect on Odisha. The real danger came from the 

South where Bhanudeva had to continue fight against the Reddies. He had 

to face the attack of the Vijayanagar army. When Bhanudeva was busy in 

the South, taking advantage of his prolonged absence from the capital, 

Kapilendradeva occupied the throne and established the rule of the 

Suryavamsa. A new phase began in the history of Odisha. 

The Gangas were followed by Suryavamsi Gajapati kings. Under 

Kapilendradeva (1435-1466 A.D), the founder of the new dynasty, Odisha 

established political supremacy over a vast kingdom extending from the 

rivers Ganges to the Cauvery. His successors Purusottamdeva and 

Prataprudradeva, in the face of the formidable odds, could retain their hold 

over an extensive territory. The Suryavamsi rule was a glorious period in the 

history of Odisha. Apart from political achievements, Odisha made distinct 

contributions in the fields of literature, religion and philosophy. 

Kapilendradeva, the first ruler of the solar dynasty came to the throne in 

1435 A.D. He first consolidated his position by curbing the revolt of 

feudatories. By 1443, Kapilendradeva could exercise effective control over 

coastal Odisha as far as Visakhapatanam in the South. Sultan Ahammad 

Shah of Bengal who invaded Odisha was repulsed. Mahmud Shah, the 

Sharqui sultan of Jaunpur was defeated. Meanwhile, Hamvira, his son 

defeated the Reddies of Rajmahendry. He even marched against 

Vijayanagar and obtained victory over Mallikarjuna. The victory over 

Kondavidu in 1454 was followed by occupation of Udayagiri and Chandragiri 

in 1460 and 1464 respectively. Thus, by 1464, Kapilendra could occupy the 

coastal tracts as far as the river Cauvery. In the South Hamvira had also 

defeated the Bahamani sultan Alla-ud-din Mahammad-II. The Velama chiefs 

acknowledged Gajapati‟s supremacy and Telengana passed into the hands 

of Kapilendradeva. He assumed the proud title of Gajapati Gaudeswar 

Navakoti Karnat Kalavargeswar vindicating his victory over his enemies. 

Katak was the capital of Kapilendradeva. In a copper plate grant of 

Ganadeva of Kondavidu, dated 1455 A.D, Rajdhani Katak on the Mahanadi 
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has been compared with Amaravati of Indra which indicates its importance, 

fame and prosperity. Purusottamdeva ascended the throne after the death of 

his father Kapilendradeva. The civil war continued for about two years for the 

throne with his elder brother Hamvira; which encouraged his enemies.  The 

Bahamani sultan occupied Kondapalli and Rajmahendri and Saluva 

Narasimha, the ruler of Chandragiri, captured Chandragiri. After 

consolidating his position, Purusottamdeva tried to get back his lost 

territories. He mobilised his army against Bahamani sultan Muhammad 

Shah-iii but could not achieve any success. After his death, Mahmud shah 

became the new ruler against whom Purusottamdeva mobilised his army 

and recovered Rajmahendri and Kondapalli after defeating him. Further, the 

Gajapati army defeated Saluva Narasimha and occupied Udayagiri. 

According to tradition, Purusottamdeva married Rupambika, the daughter of 

Saluva Narasimha, and brought from the South a jewelled throne, images of 

Ganesh and Gopal. Thus towards the close of his reign, Purusottamdeva 

could defeat his enemies and vindicate his power. Purusottamdeva died in 

1497 A.D. and was succeeded by his son Prataprudradeva. He was not 

strong enough to maintain the far-flung Gajapati Empire and the political 

decline of mediaeval Odisha started during his reign.  While 

Prataprudradeva was engaged in the South, Sultan Hussain Shah of Bengal 

sent an expedition under Ismail Ghazi to conquer Odisha. The Muslim army 

made notable progress and even threatened the holy city of Puri. 

Prataprudradeva had to return from the South to the capital and succeeded 

in driving out the forces of Hussain Shah. But in the South, Krishnadeva Ray 

obtained a series of brilliant victories. The forts of Udayagiri and Kondavidu 

were occupied by the Vijayanagar forces. Krishnadeva Ray marched up to 

Simachalam and set up a tower of victory in 1516. A treaty was concluded 

by Prataprudradeva with Krishnadeva Ray in 1519. Prataprudradeva ceded 

all his territories to the South of the river Godavari to Krishnadeva Ray. 

Subsequently, Sultan Quliqutab of Golkonda invaded the Southern part of 

the Gajapati Empire. In course of his second invasion in 1531 he was able to 

occupy Kondapalli. The conflict with Golkonda continued even after the 

death of Prataprudradeva. In spite of military defeats Prataprudradeva was 

able to maintain the base of his Empire. This period of Prataprudradeva was 

remarkable in the fields of religion and literature. Ananta Das, Achyuta Das, 

Jagannath Das, Jasobanta Das and Balaram Das termed as Panchasakha 

flourished during this period and these poet-philosophers enriched Odia 

literature through their writings. The great Vaisnava saint Sri Chaitanya 

came to Odisha during this time and stayed at Puri till his death.  

After the death of Prataprudradeva, his two sons ruled only for two 

years and were treacherously murdered by Minister Govinda Vidyadhar. He 

usurped the throne in 1534 A.D and founded a new dynasty called Bhoi 
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dynasty. The sultan of Golkonda occupied Rajmahendri in 1540 A.D.  

Govinda Vidyadhar with his army proceeded to South to get back the lost 

territory. Subsequently, a treaty was concluded and the river Godavari 

became the boundary between Odisha and Golkonda. While Gobinda 

Vidyadhar was fighting in the South, his nephew Raghubhanja Chhotray and 

Valmiki Srichandan revolted and succeeded in occupying Cuttack after 

dislodging its governor Mukunda Harichandan. Govinda Vidyadhar had to 

withdraw his army from the South and came back to Cuttack. Raghubhanj 

Chhotray was defeated and Govinda Vidyadhar assumed power. Govinda 

Vidyadhar died in 1549. He was succeeded by his son Chakrapratap who 

ruled up to 1557. He was murdered by his son Narasimha Jena who became 

the ruler for about a year and in turn was also murdered by his General 

Mukunda Harichandan. Raghuram the youngest son of Chakrapratap was 

allowed to ascend the throne but he was powerless. Subsequently, 

Raghuram was killed and his minister Danai Vidyadhar was imprisoned in a 

successful plot hatched by Mukunda Harichandan. In 1559 A.D. Mukunda 

proclaimed himself as the ruler of Odisha. 

With the accession of Mukunda Harichandan, the mediaeval Odisha 

woke up from thraldom. He took up the title „Mukundadeva‟, as his 

inscriptions reveal. The Madalapanji states that Mukundadeva belonged to 

Chalukya family of South and as such he is termed as „Telenga 

Mukundadeva‟. In 1560 A.D, immediately after his accession, sultan 

Ghiyasuddin Jalal Shah of the Sur dynasty of Bengal attacked Odisha and 

marched as far as Jajpur. In the light of the Bhimeswar temple inscription at 

Draksharam, it is stated that Mukundadeva drove the sultan of Gauda away 

chasing him up to the river Ganges. In the meanwhile, Mukundadeva was 

grossly involved in the Mughal-Afghan conflict for supremacy in Northern 

India. Akbar wanted to oust the Afghans from Bengal. To materialise his 

dream, he maintained friendly relation with Mukundadeva by sending envoys 

to the court of Odishan king. Mukundadeva reciprocated by sending 

Paramananda Ray, a Hindu ambassador to the court of Akbar. In 1568 A.D, 

when Akbar was busy in the siege of Chittor, Karrani attacked Odisha. The 

Bengal army under the leadership of Bayazid, the son of Karrani, assisted by 

two other Generals Sikandar Uzbeg and Kalapahada fell upon Odisha. 

Mukundadeva sent Raghubhanja to stem the tide but the latter proved to be 

a traitor. As per the version of the Madalapanji, Odisha was invaded by two 

different wings of Bengal army. One wing of the army waged war with 

Mukundadeva who fought valiantly but was defeated. He was compelled to 

take refuge in the fort of Kotsima. Another wing of the Bengal army under 

Bayazid assisted by Kalapahada and Sikandar Uzbeg attacked Cuttack. 

Koni Samanta Singhar in the charge of the fort was defeated. At this 

juncture, Ramachandra Bhanja, the commander of Sarangagarh, declared 
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himself to be the independent king of Odisha. Mukundadeva came out of the 

fort of Kotasima and marched to Sarangagarh to suppress 

Ramachandrabhanja but was killed by the latter. On the same day, 

Ramachandra Bhanja was also killed by the Muslim army. According to 

another tradition, Mukundadeva fought with the Muslim army of Bengal at 

Gohiratikiri and was killed in the battle field. This seems more plausible. 

Thus the powerful kingdom of Odisha passed into the hands of the Afghans 

of Bengal in 1568 A.D. 

After Odisha passed into the hands of Afghans, Khan Jahan Lodi, the 

wazir of Karrani, became the viceroy of Odisha, with their headquarters at 

Cuttack. From the beginning, Afghans faced fresh troubles in Odisha and 

Sulaiman had to intervene to re-impose his authority. In 1572 Sulaiman died, 

and soon after his son Bayazid was also murdered. Hence in 1573, 

Sulaiman‟s second son Daud Khan became the Governor of Bengal, Bihar 

and Odisha. He defied the authority of Mughal Emperor Akbar and declared 

himself independent. In the conflict that followed, the Afghans were driven 

out of Bengal and fled to Odisha. The forces of Akbar chased them into 

Odisha and at Mughalmari the Afghan forces were routed. Munim Khan 

advanced to Cuttack and a treaty was concluded there whereby Daud Khan 

was forced to renounce his claim on Bihar and Bengal. In 1575, upon the 

death of Munim Khan, Daud revolted again and overran Bengal. In 1576, he 

was defeated and slain and Odisha became a part of Akbar‟s empire. The 

Afghans however continued their resistance. In 1591 Raja Mansingh was 

given the task of conquering Odisha and in 1592, after a decisive battle on 

the bank of river Suvarnarekha, Odisha finally passed into the hands of 

Mughals. 

With the foundation of the Mughal rule, Todarmal had arranged 

peaceful administration of Odisha. By the will of Akbar, peace with 

Ramachandra Deva was made. Mansingh recognised him as the true 

successor of Gajapati in Odisha. In a diplomatic way, Mansingh also 

satisfied two sons of Mukunda Deva by giving them the Zamindari of Aul and 

Patia. He implemented Todarmal‟s revenue system in Odisha. Odisha was 

attached to Bengal Subah and ruled from headquarters located at Bengal. 

After the death of Akbar, Jahangir ascended the throne. He interfered in the 

internal administration of Khurda. Odisha became a separate Subah with 

Hasim Khan being appointed as the Subedar of Odisha. Thereafter, Kalyan 

Mal, Mukram Khan and Hussain Ali Khan served as the Subedars of Odisha. 

They were constantly at war with raja of Khurda and indulged in iconoclastic 

activities. After the accession of Shahjahan to the Mughal throne in 1628 

A.D, Muhammad Baqar Khan was appointed as the Subedar of Odisha. He 

had annexed some Qutbsahi territories after defeating the Golkonda 

soldiers. His atrocities over the zamindars of Odisha earned him the 
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displeasure of the Emperor and this ultimately led to his removal from the 

post. Baqar Khan was succeeded by Mutaqad Khan as Subedar of Odisha 

in 1632 A.D. He granted permission to Ralph Cartwright to establish British 

factory in Hariharpur (Jagatsinghpur) where there was a colony of weavers. 

From the accounts of William Bruton, it is known that the British East India 

Company had its factories in Baleswar and undivided Cuttack district. He 

constructed the famous Lalbag palace in Cuttack. During the rule of 

Aurangajeb, Khan-i-Dauran was the Subedar of Odisha. He took stern action 

against recalcitrant zamindars those who fell in arrear and turned rebellious. 

Kujanga zamindari of the district of Jagatsighpur was one of them. 

Aurangazeb was a staunch Sunni Muslim and a religious bigot out and out. 

He appointed Junaid as the Muhtasib for the propagation of Islam in Odisha. 

Several Hindu temples including goddess Sarala temple in Jhankada of the 

Jagatsighpur district and a good number of temples in Jajpur were 

demolished by his order. Towards the last part of his rule, Murshid Quli Khan 

was appointed as the Subedar of Odisha who remained in that post till 1707 

A.D when Aurangzeb breathed his last. After that Odisha came under the 

rule of Naib Nazims. 

In 1740, Alivardi Khan became the Naib Nazim of Bengal, Bihar and 

Odisha. Taking advantage of the decline of Mughal power, he virtually 

became independent. Murshid Quli Khan-ii, the Nazim of Odisha, refused to 

recognise Alivardi as the Nazim. So, Alivardi marched against Odisha to 

subdue Murshid Quli Khan-ii but the latter invited Raghuji Bhonsle of Nagpur 

to help him. Thus hostility started between Marathas and Alivardi and the 

former ravaged parts of Bengal and Odisha. Finally, in 1751 A.D, a treaty 

was made between Alivardi and Raghuji Bhonsle by which the former 

agreed to cede the revenue of Odisha to the South of Suvarnarekha on the 

condition that the “Marathas would not set their foot within his domain”. Thus 

Marathas became the ruler of Odisha.  

Raghuji Bhonsle became the new ruler of Odisha in 1751 A.D. The 

administration of Odisha was placed under a Subedar with headquarters at 

Cuttack. Some important events in connection with the district had taken 

place during the Maratha regime. Mirza Saleh (1752-1759) succeeded Mir 

Habib as the Subahdar of Odisha. When Raghuji Bhonsle demanded more 

money from him, than the amount of four Lakhs that he committed to pay, he 

coerced the people of Odisha for realisation of money. He also collected 

some money from the British merchants who had established their factories 

at Hariharpur (Jagatsinghpur), Pipili and Baleswar. The Governorship of 

Madhoji Hari (1773-1777) witnessed new kind of development in the coastal 

strip of Cuttack and Baleswar. During this period, there were many ship-

wrecks in the mid-sea off the coast of Odisha like Kujanga, Kanika and Aul. 

The people of these parts were plundering the wrecked-ships with full 
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support of local kings who ill-treated and sometimes imprisoned ship-

wrecked persons. Keeping this in view, the British authorities appealed to the 

Raja of Nagpur to provide safety and security and award punishment to the 

king of Kujanga who was very notorious. The British wanted a Sanad from 

the Maratha chief of Nagpur granting them a perpetual possession of a strip 

of land between the river Kanika and Mahanadi. They also wanted the power 

vested on the king of Kujanga to be taken away and be delegated to them. 

The Maratha chief did not agree to the first proposal. However, he ordered 

Madhoji Hari to enquire into the matter relating to the king of Kujanga. When 

summoned by the Subahdar, the king expressed his sorrow for the acts 

done in the past and was pardoned by Madhoji. The Raja of Kujanga 

retained his importance during the Maratha regime and the latter did not 

poke their nose into the internal administration of Kujang. The whole of 

Odisha for administrative convenience was divided into two parts viz. 

Mughalbandi and Garhjats. The Mughalbandi was divided into 150 

Paraganas under the management of 32 Amils. Each Paragana was divided 

into Mahalas. The Amil was responsible for assessment of revenue and 

entrusting different charge to different officers for the collection of revenue. 

The hereditary revenue collectors under him were termed as Chaudhuries or 

Talukdars each in charge of a Taluk or a Sub-division. These officers were 

granted rent free land called Nankar. The settlement known as Hustabud 

was prevalent. The Subahdar was the head of both civil and military 

administration of this land. The Killadar served under him was in charge of 

the fort of Barabati in Cuttack. Under the control of the Subahdar, there were 

some Fauzdars who controlled some Chaukis (outposts). A Thanadar was 

the head of a Chauki. The Amil was empowered to investigate and try both 

civil and criminal cases. In the field of religion, the Marathas brought 

regeneration. The worship of Lord Jagannath and the maintenance of the 

grand temple at Puri was the prime duty of Maratha Subahdars. The 

Maratha rule in Odisha, by and large, was military in nature. Their single aim 

was to treat this land as a milch cow and to extract much more revenue from 

the people. The frequent change of the governors made the administration 

precarious and unstable. Anarchy prevailed and people gradually became 

disinterested towards Maratha rule. That was, perhaps, one of the reasons 

for which people welcomed British hegemony over this land. 

With the grant of Dewani of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha to the East India 

Company in 1765, the Company realised the importance of the province 

from the economic point of view. They built up the factory at Hariharpur 

(Jagatsinghpur), Pipili and Balesore and realised the importance of this 

province from Commercial point of view. With Madras and Bengal being 

conquered by them and strip of land of Odisha remaining unconquered, the 

conquest was also necessary from the military point of view. Before the 
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occupation of the province, they had won over the people psychologically as 

the people were dissatisfied with Maratha regime and the Maratha officers 

due to  collection of huge amount of bribe. Accordingly, Col. Harcourt of the 

12
th
 regiment with the soldiers, left from Ganjam and reached a narrow 

strategic pass near Chilika Lake being guarded by Fateh Mahammad. He 

was won over by bribe and the troops reached Manikapatana safely which 

they occupied. Thereafter they proceeded to Puri and occupied it without 

resistance as the promise of payment to the raja of Khurda and protection of 

the temple  & to the priests had already been made. Thereafter, Col. 

Harcourt proceeded to Cuttack to occupy it. For checking possible Maratha 

inroad, Lt. Oglive and Maj. Fletcher were posted at Manikapatana and Puri 

respectively. Harcourt first tried to bribe Shiva Prasad, the Maratha officer in 

charge of the Barbati fort but his mission failed stupendously. At the night of 

13 October, the British troops set up a battery with one 12 pounder, two 6 

pounders and 2 howitzers at a distance of 500 yards from the outer gate of 

the fort of the gate. The operation began on 14
th
 October 1803 early morning 

with heavy bombardment from the cannons at the outer gate of the fort 

which cracked. A group of soldiers and artillery men led by Col.Clyton 

rushed into the fort amid heavy fire from the side of the Marathas. The 

Marathas fled from the fort out of fear and the capitulation of the fort ended 

the Maratha rule in Odisha. 

After the capture of the town, Col.Harcourt led expeditions to the 

interior of the district to secure submission of the turbulent chiefs of Kujanga 

and Harishpur. The raja of Kujanga, as detected by the British, was carrying 

on correspondences with Rajas of Khurda and Kanika to form a tripartite 

alliance against the British. Col.Harcourt marched against the raja of 

Kujanga, who fled in alarm without offering resistance but later on he was 

captured and detained in the fort of Cuttack. His elder brother, whom he had 

confined in the fort of Paradeep, was released and placed on the throne. 

The fort was demolished and the canons found there, were taken away. 

Harcourt was also successful in his expedition against the raja of Kanika and 

Harishpur. He did not face any serious opposition. He impressed upon the 

inhabitants a sense of British authority. Harcourt demolished their forts and 

carried away the guns found there.   

After the conquest of Odisha by the British in 1803, two Joint 

Commissioners were appointed who at once took necessary measures to 

place the administration on a satisfactory footing. The office of the 

Commissioner for settling the affairs of Cuttack was abolished in 1805 and 

the province was placed under the charge of a Collector and of a judge and 

magistrate. The collector‟s headquarters was at Puri till 1816, when it was 

permanently shifted to Cuttack. In 1828, the province was split into three 

districts in the name of Cuttack, Puri, and Baleswar. Sub-divisional system 



 
 

29 

was introduced after 1859 and the sadar sub-division covered other areas 

including present Tirtol, Erasama, Balikuda and Jagatsinghpur of 

Jagatsinghpur district. Thereafter, a separate sub-division of Jagatsinghpur 

comprising police stations of Jagatsinghpur, Balikuda, Tirtol, Erasama 

(Formerly in sadar division) was formed in 1965. In 1969, 31 villages 

covering an area of 78.06 square k.ms of Nimapara Tahasil of Puri district 

were transferred to Jagatsinghpur Tahasil. The name of the sub-division 

comprising the tahasils and their component police stations and the 

community development blocks of the district are as follows. 

Name of the 
Sub-Division 

Name of the 
Tahasil 

Name of the Police 
Station 

Name of the Block 

Jagatsinghpur 

Jagatsinghpur  Jagatsinghpur  Jagatsinghpur  
Tirtol  Tirtol  Tirtol  
Kujang  Kujang  

Paradeep  
Paradeep Lock 
Abhayachandpur  

Kujang  

Erasama Erasama  Erasama  
Balikuda  Balikuda  Balikuda  
Naugoan  Naugaon  Naugaon  
Biridi  Biridi  Biridi  
Raghunathpur  Raghunathpur Raghunathpur  

Meanwhile, in 1804-05, the first settlement of land revenue was 

undertaken and was incorporated in Regulation-xii of 1805. It was for one 

year only and was followed by a triennial settlement (1805-06 to 1807-08). 

According to section 25 of the Regulation-xii of 1805, jungle Mahals such as 

Harishpur, Marichpur and Kujanga were to pay only a quit rent in perpetuity. 

By regulation VI of 1808, the one year settlement was made in 1808-09 and 

it was followed by triennial settlement. The policy of the British adversely 

affected the interest of zamindars and hundreds of estates were sold for 

arrears of revenue. In 1817, the British faced a formidable challenge which 

threatened their expulsion from Khurda. The Paikas under their leader Buxi 

Jagabandhu broke out into open rebellion against the British authority. The 

Civil administration virtually collapsed when government buildings were burnt 

and Government treasury was sacked. The uprising was not however 

confined only to Khurda and Puri district. Without any organised leadership, 

it also spread to the Cuttack district. The Paikas were secretly encouraged 

by the Rajas of Kujanga, Kanika and Harishpur. In September 1817, troops 

were sent against them from Cuttack under Captain Kennet. On 19
th
 

September about 2000 Paikas were completely routed.  The raja of Kujanga, 

considering it hopeless to continue the struggle, surrendered. He was 

brought to Cuttack along with Narayana Paramaguru and Bamadev 

Pattajoshi, the chief leaders and instigators of the rebellion. By the end of 

1817, the British authority was completely restored in Kujanga. The Sendha 

family was the ruler of this Qilla who ruled it uninterruptedly since it was 
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founded by one Malik Sendha in 17
th
 Century. During the British rule, the 

family fell into debt and the great famine of 1866 finally ruined them. The 

estate was sold in 1869 and was purchased for three and a half lakh of 

rupees by the Maharaja of Burdwan, who held it till its abolition under the 

Estate Abolition Act in 1952.    

Another zamindary estate whose turbulent chiefs opposed the British 

authority in their early part of occupation of the district till the outbreak of the 

Paik rising was Harishpur Garh. The total area of the Garh was 40 square 

miles, and it comprised 63 villages situated on both sides of the river Alaka. 

It belonged to Eastern Rajwara and was created by the Gangas in 13
th
 

century. In the mediaeval period of political instability, it prevented sea-borne 

intrusion and was guarding the sea-coast. The earliest ruler of this Garh was 

Mangaraj family and Nilakantha Mangaraj was the ruler when the British 

occupied Odisha. He accepted British hegemony by signing Ekararnama 

and the peshkus was fixed at Rs 3665.6 anna and 10 paisa. In the 

resistance movement of 1804-05, Mukundadeva-II, the Raja of Khurda made 

an alliance with Kanika and Kujanga and sought assistance from 

khandayata kings of Harishpur, Marichpur and Bishenpur. Shambhu Bharati 

worked as an intermediary among them. Nilakantha Mangaraj of Harishpur 

declared rebellion and stopped payment to British. He also attacked 

sympathizers of the British. Balbhadra Bhanja of Kanika and Chandradhwaja 

Sendha of Kujanga joined hands with him. But he was defeated and 

imprisoned in the fort of Barabati on 20
th
 January 1805. With the promise to 

pay the arrears, due on him; he was reinstated in his previous position. Yet 

later, on the charge of murder, he was arrested and nothing is available from 

the British records about his last life. Madhusudan Mangaraj of Harishpur 

joined the Paik rebellion of 1817, extending his support to Buxi Jagabandhu 

and the Raja of Khurda. His activities in the movement were known from the 

report of W.B.Bell, Secretary to Government, Judicial Department. Due to 

treachery of one Banamali Narendra, a man of the locality, he was arrested 

by the British authority. The Harishpur zamindary remained under the Khas 

management till 1857 and due to non-payment of revenue; the zamindary 

was lost to Mangaraj family by the sun-set law in 1858. Bose family of 

Calcutta remained its zamindar from 1858 to 1888. Laha family of Kolkata 

purchased this zamindary which remained under their possession from 1888 

to 1952, i.e.till the year of abolition of zamindary. They had their 

headquarters at Harishpur Garh which was later shifted to present Borikina, 

where still exists a palatial building namely Rajakotha, and in which runs the 

Baladev Harishpur college. 

Another Killajat estate of the district was Bisenpur, which covered an 

area of 17.5 sq. miles between Kujanga and Harishpur and contained a 

compact block of 44 villages in the South-East of Cuttack district. It paid 
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revenue of Rs.13856. To resolve the continual disputes between the 

landlord and tenants, survey and record operations were taken up for the 

first time in 1906 during James settlement period under section 101 (2) (b) of 

Bengal Tenancy Act and records were finally published in 1911. An area of 

5388 acres was assessed to a rent of Rs. 10365/-mostly by application filed 

under section 105 of the Act. Marichpur was on the mouth of the river Devi in 

the North-East corner of the Puri district, adjoining Harishpur estate of 

Cuttack district and had an area of 138.02 sq.km.s. Both the estates 

belonged to Mangaraj family. The estate passed out of their hands in the 

early part of the 19
th
 century owing to the debts of the Raja. It was 

transferred in portions, several times and there were eight sets of proprietors 

with the raja of Aul having the largest interest. It was partly in Jagatsinghpur 

and partly in Puri district but 31 villages of the estate, as already mentioned 

above, with an area of 78.06 sq.km lying to the left of the river Devi have 

been transferred to Jagatsinghpur tehsil in revenue department notification 

No. 69290, dated the 7
th
 November, 1969. The balance area of the estate 

remained in Puri district. The cash rent roll of the proprietor was Rs.19220.  

The district had a large contribution to the freedom struggle of the 

country. It was Gopabandhu, the chief animating force, making Congress 

activities popular in Odisha. From the beginning of his career, he had 

associated himself with different sessions of the Congress. After attending 

the Lucknow session, he joined the Congress. In 1920, after the special 

session of the Congress at Kolkata, Gopabandhu decided to carry on 

Congress programme in Odisha launched by Mahatma Gandhi. The Utkal 

Provincial Congress Committee was constituted early in 1921 and 

Gopabandhu became its first president. The arrival of Mahatma Gandhi in 

Cuttack on 23
rd

 March 1921 galvanised the Non-cooperation movement. It 

was Gopabandhu who translated the speeches of Gandhi which prompted 

the people to join the Non-cooperation movement. Under his leadership, by 

30
th
 June 1921, the Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee collected 

Rs.21000/- for Tilak Swaraj fund and enrolled 39000 Congress members. 

Nabakrushna Chaudhury of the Jagatsinghpur district along with H.K.Mahtab 

and Nityananda Kanungo of Jagatsinghpur had to leave their studies to join 

the Congress movement. To carry out Congress programmes and to train 

workers and volunteers, Alaka Ashram was established in the district in the 

year 1922. To establish this Ashram, Gopabandhu Chaudhury, Bhagirathi 

Mahapatra and Pranakrushna Padhiary acted as the chief mobilising force. It 

also became the meeting place of young volunteers (Banarsena) and 

published a weekly „Utkalika‟  edited by Sarala Devi, spreading Congress 

ideas like boycott of foreign cloth, law court and government institutions etc.   

The district had its contribution to the Civil Disobedience movement. 

Gandhiji had started this movement by breaking the salt law on April 6, 1930. 
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The Salt Satyagraha was a powerful movement in the coastal Odisha. The 

first batch of Satyagraha, led by Gopabandhu Chaudhury and Acharya 

Harihar, started for Inchudi from Swaraj Ashram at Cuttack. Kujanga was 

another important centre of salt Satyagraha. Rama Devi, Malati Devi, Sarala 

Devi, Rani Bhagyabati Patamahadei and hundreds of women volunteers 

joined the movement and violated the salt law. The centres of salt 

Satyagraha in the district were Chatua, Kaliapata, Paradeep, Erasama and 

Daradia. Apart from the organisation of salt Satyagraha, marches, boycott of 

foreign cloth, propagation of Khadi, picketing before excise shops and other 

constructive programmes formed part of the civil disobedience movement. 

This movement was withdrawn in May 1934. Sarala Devi was the first 

woman freedom fighter and satyagrahi from Jagatsinghpur in the freedom 

struggle. 

On 8
th
 August 1942, the All India Congress Committee in its meeting at 

Bombay passed the famous Quit India resolution and gave a call for mass 

struggle to achieve freedom. Centres of Congress movement like Swaraj 

Ashram at Cuttack, Bari Ashram at Binjharpur, Alaka Ashram at 

Jagatsinghpur, Kendupatana Spinning Centre, etc. were declared unlawful. 

Prominent Congress leaders were taken into custody by August 10, 1942. 

The Quit India programmes included attack on post offices, police stations, 

tahasil offices and such other public offices to paralyse the administration 

and force the British to quit India. Such incidents occurred in the wake of the 

movements at various places such as Tirtol, Erasama and Jagatsinghpur. It 

became a forceful movement to make India free. Notable freedom fighter of 

the district Surendra Nath Dwibedi came to lime light by taking part in the 

Quit India movement. After years of struggle, finally the country became 

independent and the district moved forward in the path of modernisation and 

development.  

Post-Independence History 

Jagatsinghpur was a part of Kendrapara Sub-Division at the time of 

declaration of Independence on 15 Aug 1947. It was accorded Sub-

Divisional status in 1965 with its headquarters in Cuttack, and in 1966 its 

headquarters was shifted from Cuttack to Jagatsinghpur. On 1
st
 April 1993 it 

emerged as an independent district with an area of 1668 sq kms. 

Abolition of Intermediary Rights 

Merger of the ex-states was completed on 1 Jan 1948. What engaged 

the immediate attention of the state government was the Land Revenue 

System. There were two major revenue systems, i.e, the Bengal System and 

the Garhjat System with various sub-systems. Jagatsinghpur was governed 

under the Bengal System which was the most unfortunate feature of the 



 
 

33 

early British rule. Many old Odia families were ruined and the proprietorship 

of the land fell, in many cases, into the hands of Bengali speculators.  

With the implementation of land reform measures various incidence of 

land tenures were either obliterated or substantially modified. Certain ad hoc 

enactments like Orissa Tenants Protection Act, 1948 and the Orissa Tenant 

Relief Act, 1955 were enforced to prevent arbitrary eviction and rank renting 

of the tenants by the landlords. Land reforms were revamped with the 

enforcement of the Orissa Estates Abolition Act, 1951 (Act 1 of 1952) which 

may be considered as the greatest revolutionary measure in the field of land 

reforms. The objective of bringing the actual cultivator in direct relationship 

with the State was achieved in two phases. The enforcement of the Orissa 

Estates Abolition Act (with effect from the 9
th
 February, 1952) sought to 

abolish all rights, title and interest in land of all intermediaries between the 

raiyat and the State of Odisha and authorised the State Government to issue 

notifications from time to time in this regard. An intermediary with reference 

to any estate was defined as Proprietor, sub-proprietor, Gauntia, tenure-

holder and included a Jagirdar, Kharposhdar, Praganadar, Sarbarakar and 

Maufidar, etc. whereas a raiyat was defined as a person having right to 

occupancy according to the tenancy rules and custom. The second phase 

was the enforcement of the Orissa Land Reforms Act, 1960 with effect from 

1
st
 October, 1965 which aimed at abolishing all raiyat-intermediaries 

between the State and the actual cultivator where the raiyat himself was not 

in cultivating possession of the land by prohibiting Bhaga Chasa or share-

cropping. By an amendment of the Act in 1976, the right of raiyat, the 

temporary lessee, the sub-tenant or the under-raiyat or his successor-in-

interest to inheritance was conceded. The Orissa Land Reform Act, 1960 

with subsequent amendments, immensely benefitted the raiyats both 

belonging to the general caste and scheduled Tribe/Caste. 

Bhoodan 

In the early part of fifties Acharya Vinoba Bhave initiated a movement 

called Bhoodan Yagna for acquisition of land through voluntary gift to 

distribute the same to the landless people. Accordingly, the Orissa Bhoodan 

Yagna Act was enacted in 1953 which made provisions for establishment of 

a Bhoodan Yagna Samiti which would receive land-gifts from the 

landowners. Distribution of land was made through the Samiti in the 

prescribed manner. Ac 6496.20 of land was collected of which Ac 3085.75 

was distributed to the landless. 

Land Settlement Operations 

After conclusion of the last revision settlement by Mr. W.W. Dalziel in 

1932, no continuous settlement had taken place in the district. After 
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Independence and reorganisation of the districts on merger of the ex-states, 

the settlement operation in the district started somehow from the year 1951-

52. The Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1958 was given effect to from 

15
th
 December, 1960. A clear picture of survey and settlement of the district 

is difficult to emerge because of a great time-lag between the initiation and 

conclusion of the settlement operation. However, the survey and settlement 

work in Jagatsinghpur police station areas covering 334 villages (during 

1960-1986), Balikuda police-station areas 275 villages (1960-80), Kujang 

police-station areas (1960-86), Paradeep police station areas 41 villages 

(1964-85) and Erasama police station areas 121 villages (1964-87) was 

reportedly completed. 

The Orissa Consolidation of Holdings and Prevention of Fragmentation 

of Land Act, 1972 came into force with effect from 10 August, 1973 for 

improvement of agricultural productivity, application of modern age 

implements, consolidation of scattered fragments, prevention of further 

fragmentation of lands and for the updating land records and maps. So far, it 

has covered 570 villages with an area of 66,875 hectares. 

Growth of Political Leadership 

The influence of Indian National Congress was immense during the 

Pre-Independence and a few decades of the Post-Independence period in 

Jagatsinghpur district. Gradually leaders with socialistic and communist 

leanings were found in the fold of the Congress political party. The 

Prajamandal insurrection in Dhenkanal and in other Garjats and revolt 

against exploitation by Zamindars were taken up by the two dissident groups 

of the National Congress Party which ultimately laid the foundation of the 

Socialist Party (1948) and the Communist Party and their influence was very 

much felt in the district. The district also witnessed emergence of other 

political parties like Swaraj Party, floated by Lala Lajpat Ray, Socialist Party, 

Bharatiya Janasangh Party floated by Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, 

Bharatiya Loka Dal (by Charan Singh), Swatantra Party, Jana Congress, 

Utkal Congress Party and Samajbadi Party, etc. Later, there appeared 

sizable supporters of Janata Dal, Lok Dal and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

in the district. These political parties after 2000 AD could not garner 

appreciable support as did the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) which was formed on 

26 December, 1997. 

Developments in Art, Craft, Architecture, Sculpture, Culture and 

Literature 

The district excels in folk art as would be evinced in the rural sector 

where womenfolk observe rituals round the year. They use herbal colour, 

rice paste and rice powder to draw various patterns like Ghata, 
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Panchadevata, Olata Padma, Jodi Machha, Sankha, Kalasa, Kadali gachha, 

Thaa, Handi Chita, Mangala-Charana Chita and Kothichita for goddess 

Lakshmi, etc. They also draw symbolic diagrams of cattle and agricultural 

implements. Patterns on floors are exceedingly cute and nostalgic, 

particularly when the unmarried girls deck a floral house during the 

celebration of Kumar Purnima. The symbolic representation of Lord 

Jagannatha in coloured muruja (rice powder) in front of the house near the 

sacred basil plant in the month of Kartik, is simply exquisite. Womenfolk 

decorate their earthen walls with various designs with the help of rice paste, 

grass and blades of paddy. 

The sculptural marvels of ancient temples of the district speak of native 

architectural creativity. The wood-cut roof of Nandikishore in village 

Nandigram and of Gothada Math, is indeed spectacular. The temple 

architecture of Kundeshwar, Bhubaneswar Temple of Balia, Panchupandaba 

temple of Dhanisa and the wood-cut images on the main doors of 

Patitapabana temple of Balikuda are of superb artistry. 

Credit goes to womenfolk for preparing various artefacts from the 

leaves of coconut, palm and date-palm trees and also from golden grass 

which grows in plenty in the littoral villages. The potters and painters are 

indeed innovative. Eminent artists and art-professionals of this district are: 

late Jagannath Das, Baishnab Charan Samal, Jagadish Chandra Kanungo, 

Jyotirmayee Mohanty and many others. 

Archeological Excavations/Findings 

Preservation of Monuments 

The department of State Archeology was set up in 1965.  

Dr. Nabin Kumar Sahu, an eminent historian had made an initial attempt to 

make a survey of many important archaeological sites in the district and later 

Sri P.K. Ray, Superintendent, State Museum had identified 19 old 

monuments which are still maintained by the State Government. With the 

grant made available from the 10
th
 and 11

th
 Financial Commission, Sri B.K. 

Rath, Superintendent, State Archives in his recent survey (2005-2006) has 

found out a number of monuments in the blocks of Kujang, Balikuda, 

Naugaon, Tirtol, Jagatsinghpur, Raghunathpur and Biridi which belong to the 

7
th
 century and post 7

th
 century AD. This indicates that a civilization had 

flourished in this track around 4
th
 and 5

th
 century AD along with the Prachy 

Civilization on the southern side of the river Devi. Though there has been no 

excavation so far in this district, old sculptures and archaeological remains 

are available in plenty in  the Lingaraj Temple, Balia; Kundeshwara and 

Sathalapur, Kosthi, Dhanisho, Kantara, Nasik, Paradeep Garh, Somanatha 

temple of Chatra, Tirthamatha of Tanra and Nandigram of Naugaon. 
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Sculptural depictions of Jain Tirthankaras, particularly of Rishabhnath 

and Parshwanath are found in Nasik (in the temple premises of 

Khandeswar), Manapur-Gadama (in Raghunathpur Block), Nuadhana in 

Biridi Block, Sahada (in the temple of Suvarneswara) and in Sujang in the 

temple of Dhabaleswara. All Tirthankara images found in Jagatsinghpur 

district are in Kayotsarga Mudra and they probably belong to the 9
th
-10

th
 

century AD. 

Though no Buddist Chaitya, Stupa or Vihara have been discovered in 

this district, a plenty of Buddhist archaeological remains have been traced by 

various scholars over ages. Dr. Nabin Kumar Sahoo and Professor 

Donaldson have made an extensive study on the Buddhist images found in 

Tarapur, Balia, Kamalapur, Baredia, Nasik, Kalyanpur, Dihasahi, 

Kundeshwar, Kaduapada, Tanra, Paradeep Garh, Mudupur and Marichipur. 

The four stone sculptures preserved in a newly built temple in Tarapur have 

been identified as the Buddha in bhumisparsha mudra, the eight-armed 

Marichi, Manjubara Manjushree and the last image is goddess Prajna 

Paramita. In the Bhagavati temple of Balia we find Tara‟s image. In 

Kamalapur village there is a five-headed Oddiyana Marichi, cutely standing 

on a chariot drawn by seven swines. In Kaduapada village we also find 

another Marichi image. She is eight-armed and is being driven on a chariot 

by seven swines. In Paradeep Garh we find two temples. In the Pareshwara 

temple in the northern niche there is Avalokiteshwara Padmapani. The 

Lokeswara Temple in Paradeep Garh has drawn the attention of many 

scholars. The sanctum sanctorum has been built following the Buddhist 

temple architectural plan. It is Gajaprustha as it resembles the back and rear 

portion of an elephant. This architectural representation is unique in India. 

The Lokeswara image enshrined in the sanctum sanctorum is four-armed. 

Buddhist Lokeswara holding a string of beads, a water pitcher and a stump 

of lotus and the fourth hand showering blessings. Probably this temple 

belongs to the 8
th
-9

th
 century AD. The above narration is merely a brief 

introduction to the Hindu, Jain and Buddhist monuments in the district of 

Jagatsinghpur. A panoramic picture is available in the 1
st
 volume of 

“Jagatsinghpur: Atita O’ Barttamana”, compiled by Dr. Bholanath Rout 

(2006). 

Division of District 

After the conquest of Odisha by the British in 1803, two Joint 

Commissioners were appointed for satisfactory administration. The office of 

the “Commissioners for settling the affairs of Cuttack” was abolished in 1805 

and the whole Orissa Province was placed under the charge of a Collector 

and of a Judge and Magistrate. The whole province formed but one district 

having its headquarters at Puri until 1816 remained, when Cuttack was 
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made the capital. In 1829, the province was split into three regulation 

districts of Cuttack, Baleshwar and Puri. 

The sub-divisional system was not introduced till 1859. Just after the 

Independence and merger of the princely estates, the district comprised four 

sub-divisions viz. Sadar, Kendrapara, Jajpur and Athagarh. The Sadar Sub-

division comprised Tirtol, Erasama, Jagatsinghpur and Balikuda. A separate 

sub-division of Jagatsinghpur comprising the-then police stations of 

Jagatsinghpur, Balikuda, Tirtol and Erasama was formed in 1965 with its 

headquarters at Cuttack. The headquarters of Jagatsinghpur sub-division 

was however shifted from Cuttack to Jagatsinghpur in 1969. The same year 

Jagatsinghpur received the identity of an Education District and in February, 

1972 it became a Notified Area Council, followed by Paradeep (September, 

1979). After bifurcation of Cuttack district, Jagatsinghpur was declared an 

independent district on 1
st
 April, 1993 which was officially inaugurated on 3

rd
 

April, 1993. 

Change in Administrative Network   

With the creation of new 

district, administrative 

machinery was revamped and 

expanded. A new building to 

house the Collectorate was 

given top priority along with the 

construction of office of the 

D.R.D.A. The police 

administration started 

functioning under the newly 

appointed Superintendent of 

Police. The sub-divisional hospital assumed the status of Chief District 

Hospital with additional staff and improved laboratory, O.T., etc. The Circle 

Inspector‟s Office (DEO‟s office) was shifted from Cuttack to Jagatsinghpur 

in 1993. The Registration District of Jagatsinghpur came into existence on 

01.06.1993. It now comprises six Registration Sub-Districts, Tirtol, Decide, 

Balikuda, Raghunathpur, Kujang and Jagatsinghpur. DIET also started 

functioning at Jagatsinghpur. Jagatsinghpur and Paradeep NACs were 

converted to Municipalities. Post of two Additional District Magistrates was 

created and they were posted at Jagatsinghpur headquarters and Paradeep 

respectively. Being the Chief Revenue Officer of the district, the Collector 

looks after the management of government land including lease and 

prevention of encroachments, etc. By virtue of his powers under the Orissa 

Public Demand Recovery Act and the Central Revenue Recovery Act, he is 

also responsible for relief, rehabilitation and restoration works in case of all 

New Collectorate, Jagatsinghpur 
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natural calamities like flood, drought, cyclone, tornado, etc. Many other 

miscellaneous businesses relating to almost every sphere of district 

administration keeps him constantly preoccupied.  

The judiciary was separated from the executive in the district on the 

25
th
 October, 1961 and Jagatsinghpur district is having a full-fledged 

judgeship soon after it became an independent district. Now nearly 42 state 

government departments are functioning in the district headquarters of 

Jagatsinghpur besides Central Government establishments. 

Constituencies – Creation and Redemarcation 

Details have been reflected in Chapter XIV. Vide Notification No.5858-

IE (A)-6/2006/Election dtd.15.12.2006 the delimitation of territorial Assembly 

Constituencies and Parliamentary Constituencies have been divided for the 

purpose of Election of the Legislative Assembly and House of the people 

respectively. 

The district has one Parliamentary Constituency known as 16 

Jagatsinghpur (SC) Constituency. 

Number of the Assembly segments under 16 Jagatsinghpur 

Parliamentary Constituency is 7 of which four Assembly segments, viz.- 101-

Paradeep, 102-Tirtol (SC), 103-Balikuda-Erasama and 104-Jagatsinghpur 

are in the territorial area of Jagatsinghpur district. 

Local/Regional/City Development Authorities and Local Area 

Development 

The Notified Area Council, Jagatsinghpur and Paradeep constituted 

under the Orissa Municipal Act, 1950 were established on 13
th
 February, 

1972 and 27
th
 September, 1979 respectively. Like the Municipalities of the 

district, the main sources of revenue derived by NACs are from holding tax, 

latrine tax, light tax, profession tax, taxes on carts and carriages and rent 

from trade and shop rooms and water tax besides government grants and 

loans. The local bodies look into the public health and sanitation of their 

respective towns, provide street lights and maintain drains and roads. They 

also maintain schools, frame their own bye-laws like advertisement bye-

laws, etc. Jagatsinghpur NAC was established within an area of 18.25 

sq.kms with a population of 25.009 and Paradeep within an area of 22.65 

sq.km. with a population of 48,156 as reflected in 1991 census. The day-to-

day administration was looked after by the Executive Officer in each NAC. 

Jagatsinghpur NAC comprised 20 revenue villages covering 19 wards. 

Subsequently Jagatsinghpur NAC was elevated to Municipality on 

13.08.2001 whereas Paradeep on 12.12.2002. 
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After Independence, the Orissa Municipal Act, 1950 was extended to all 

urban local bodies of the state. As per the provisions of the Act, elections 

were held from time to time. In accordance with the mandatory provisions of 

the Constitution (74
th
 Amendment) Act, 1992, some major changes were 

effected in the Orissa Municipal Act, 1950 by the Orissa Municipal 

Amendment Act 11 of 1994 under which the Chairperson and Vice-

Chairperson respectively shall be elected by the elected councillors of 

Municipality. It has also been provided that the offices of one of the two 

posts of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson shall be reserved for a woman. 

Further, seats for councillors shall be reserved for backward classes of 

citizens, besides reservation for scheduled caste and scheduled tribe in 

proportion to the number of their population in the area from wards to be 

fixed by rotation, and one-third of such seats from among each category 

shall be reserved for women candidates. The Amendment Act also provides 

that the Finance Commission constituted by the Governor under Article 243-

1 of the Constitution (73
rd

) Amendment Act, 1992, like the Finance 

Commission of India, shall review the financial position of the Municipalities 

and make necessary recommendations to the Governor. 

This Finance Commission shall also discharge similar functions with 

regard to financial condition of the Panchayats and other Local Bodies like 

Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishads. The powers, authority and 

responsibilities of Municipalities have also been expanded under Article 243-

W of the Constitution including those in relation to matters listed in the 

Twelfth Schedule of the Constitution. So far as Odisha is concerned, no 

Financial Commission has yet been constituted. The State Election 

Commissioner appointed by the Governor is looking after the conduct of 

election to all local bodies in the state. 

Under provisions of the Orissa Town Planning and Improvement Trust 

Act, 1956 a master plan was prepared for the development of Jagatsinghpur 

town by the Town Planning Unit, Cuttack. 

The Paradeep-Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust (PJRIT), 

Paradeep, was constituted by the Govt. in H&UD Department vide 

Notification No.1737/HUD, dtd.12.01.1996 comprising Jagatsinghpur and 

Paradeep Special Planning Authority with headquarters at Paradeep. At a 

later date PJRIT was bifurcated into Paradeep Development Authority and 

Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust vide,Govt. Notification No.25943 

dtd.07.11.2005 and No.25957 dtd.07.11.2005 respectively. The 

Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust (JRIT) comprises 93 numbers of 

Revenue Villages whereas the Paradeep Development Authority covers 120 

Revenue Villages. In 2011 Govt. had decided to outsource Odisha Remote 

Sensing Application Centre (ORSAC) for preparation of digitized cadastral 
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land-use map of Jagatsinghpur town and it is now in its final stage. Details 

have been reflected in Chapter-XI. 

Zilla Parishad and its Operation 

The Orissa Zilla Parishad Act, 1991 passed by the Orissa Legislative 

Assembly virtually revived the Zilla Parishad which was ineffectual since its 

initiation in 1959. Now the three-tier system of Panchayati Raj is in force. 

The three components are the Gram Panchayat – the Panchayat Samiti – 

the Zilla Parishad. The Gram Panchayat is the primary unit in democratic 

decentralisation whereas the Panchayat Samiti is the second tier. The Gram 

Panchayat functions as the representative body for implementation of 

developmental works with the guidance and supervision of Panchayat Samiti 

which are coterminous with the Block Administrations. At present the district 

has 8 numbers of Panchayat Samitis and 194 Gram Panchayats (GPs). 

Details of functioning of Zilla Parishad, Panchayat Samitis and Gram 

Panchayats have been reflected in Chapter-XI and a detailed list of Gram 

Panchayats with village coverage is given in Appendix. 

Major Development Projects: Industry, Power, Irrigation, Flood Control, 

etc. have been dealt in relevant chapters. 

Education: Creation of Universities 

The education profile has also been exhaustively dealt with in Chapter-

XII. However, the up-to-date figures are furnished below: 

 

District: Jagatsinghpur 

Basic Education Information Schools (From Class-I to X) 

(For the year 2015-16) 

(A) Schooling Facilities (having Classes up to X) 

Sl. 
No. 

School Type All 
Category 

Govt. 
Managed 
School 

Aided 
School 

Private and 
Other types 
of schools 

1. Primary (Class-I to V) 1009 935 8 66 
2. Upper Primary (having primary 

section i.e. Class-VI to VIII) 
636 428 67 141 

3. Elementary (up to Class-VIII) 1645 1363 75 207 
4. Secondary (having secondary 

section i.e. Class-IX and X) 
316 167 122 27 

5. Total Schools (having Classes 
up to X) 

1961 1530 197 234 
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(B) Students Strength (up to Class-X) 

Sl. 
No. 

School Type All 
Category 

Govt. 
Managed 
School 

Aided 
School 

Private and 
Other types 
of schools 

1. Primary (Class-I to V) 86596 56676 680 29240 
2. Upper Primary (having primary 

section i.e. Class-VI to VIII) 
52617 35146 7855 9616 

3. Elementary (up to Class-VIII) 139213 91822 8535 38856 
4. Secondary (having secondary 

section i.e. Class-IX and X) 
37305 22338 11991 2976 

5. Total Schools (having 
Classes up to X) 

176518 114160 20526 41832 

 

(C) Teachers in Position (in the schools up to Class-X) 

Sl. 
No. 

School Type All 
Category 

Govt. 
Managed 
School 

Aided 
School 

Private and 
Other types 
of schools 

1. Primary  6236 4080 53 2103 
2. Upper Primary  1387 728 128 531 
3. Secondary 2490 1366 873 251 
4. Total (1+2+3) 10113 6174 1054 2885 

(Source: U-DISE (2015-16), Ref Date: 30.09.2015) 

 

There is, however, no University in Jagatsinghpur District. 

Maoist Uprisings 

The Eastern Coast comprising Kendrapara, Balasore, Puri, Bhadrak, 

Jagatsinghpur and Ganjam districts is prone to terrorist influx. Steps have 

been taken by the State Govt. to thwart such influx by establishing coastal 

police stations at Paradeep, Jatadhari and Bandar which have been 

functioning from March, 2009, December, 2014 and January, 2015 

respectively. 

Maoist uprising was detected on 08.08.2008 by Raghunathpur Police 

Station. Nearly eight persons from Erasama Block, three persons from 

Balikuda Block and one from Niali Block (Cuttack district) were nabbed. 

Leaflets, banners, posters, photographs, cell phones and documents relating 

to banned organisation C.P.I. (Maoist) were seized from their exclusive 

possession. 

Some of them have their affiliation to frontal organisations like Chhatra 

Yuba Sangram Samiti, Jana Jagarana Sangrama Samiti, Dwipanchala 

Pragati Committee, Mukti Sangram Samiti and Chhatra Sangathan, etc. Five 

hard core Naxals have been arrested and were forwarded to the Court 

between August, 2008 and November, 2008. Eight others who are indulged 
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in Maoist activities in Jagatsinghpur district are absconding and not yet 

arrested. 

Communal Disturbances 

The POSCO-India, a subsidiary of South Korean Steel Major POSCO 

signed an MoU on June 22, 2005 with the State Government to establish a 

52,000 cr. mega steel project (a 12 million tonne per annum, subsequently 

redesigned to a 8 million mtpa). Land acquisition for the proposed project 

gave rise to wide discontent. The protesters under the banner of CPI-backed 

POSCO-Pratirodha-Sangram-Samiti (PPSS) have been putting tough 

resistance for proposed acquisition of land (both government and private 

land) measuring 4004 acres in and around Dhinkia Gram Panchayat. 

Communal dispute also gripped Jagatsinghpur district after some 

members of Hindu and Muslim communities attacked each other following a 

dispute over the use of a burial cum cremation ground measuring 4.17 acres 

in the village Piteipur under Jagatsinghpur block. Major communal 

disturbances are seldom noticed in the district. 

Major Disaster Events 

The district has been a prey to multiple vagaries of nature, viz. flood, 

cyclone, tornado and drought. The 1999 Odisha Cyclone known as Cyclone 

05B, Paradeep; was the deadliest tropical cyclone ever recorded on October 

28,1999. It grew to a severe super cyclone with a peak of 160-200 mph 

winds. Details of a series of flood and cyclone in this district and post-

disaster management have been shown in the relevant chapter. 

 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

43 

CHAPTER-III 

PEOPLE AND DEMOGRAPHY 

Population 

Jagatsinghpur district has an area of 1668 sq.kms and 11.37 Lakhs of 

population as per 2011 census. The district accounts for 1.07 percent of the 

state territory and shares 2.71 percent of the state population. Total 

population of the district is 1,136,971 consisiting of    577,865 males and 

559,106 respectively. Scheduled Caste population of the district consists of 

2, 48,152 and Schedules Tribe population is 7,862 as recorded in 2011 

census. As per 2001 census, total population of the district is 1057629 of 

which male and female numbers are 538881 and 518748 respectively. 

Scheduled Caste population of the district is 222634 and Scheduled Tribe 

population is 8640 as recorded in 2001 census. As per 1991 census, total 

population of the district was 1014242 of which the numbers of male and 

female are 513134 and 501108 respectively. Scheduled Caste population of 

the district was of 220315 and Scheduled Tribe population was 6232 as 

recorded in 1991 census. 

Population Status of Jagatsinghpur District 

Description 2011 2001 

Actual Population 1,136,971 1,057,629 

Male 577,865 538,881 

Female 559,106 518,748 

Population Growth 7.50% 13.26% 

Scheduled Caste 248152 222634 

Scheduled Caste Male 125184 113088 

Scheduled Caste Female 122968 109546 

Scheduled Tribe 7862 8640 

Scheduled Tribe Male 4226 4605 

Scheduled Tribe Female 3636 4035 

Area Sq. Km 1,668 1,668 

Density/km
2
 682 634 

Proportion to Odisha Population 2.71% 2.87% 

Sex Ratio (Per 1000) 968 963 

Child Sex Ratio (0-6 Age) 929 926 

Average Literacy 86.59 79.08 

Male Literacy 92.38 88.55 

Female Literacy 80.63 69.28 
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Total Child Population (0-6 Age) 110,249 124,550 

Male Population (0-6 Age) 57,155 64,682 

Female Population (0-6 Age) 53,094 59,868 

Child Proportion (0-6 Age) 9.70% 11.78% 

Boys Proportion (0-6 Age) 9.89% 12.00% 

Girls Proportion (0-6 Age) 9.50% 11.54% 

Source: http://www.census 2011.co.in, District Statistical Handbook, Jagatsinghpur 

Block/ULB wise population of Jagatsinghpur District 2011 Census 

Name 
of the 

Block/N
AC 

No of 
house 
hold 

Population Scheduled caste Scheduled Tribe 

Male Female Total Male Femal
e 

Total Male Fema
le 

Total 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 

Baliku
da  

37939 83976 81647 165623 16621 16457 33078 127 133 260 

Biridi 19553 42227 40568 82795 13693 13189 26882 277 245 522 

Nauga
on 

18784 38764 38527 77291 7165 7187 14352 120 143 263 

Kujang
a 

37437 87602 83673 171275 20079 19301 39380 220 194 414 

Jagatsi
nghpur  

32182 71841 70150 141991 17637 17566 35203 414 214 628 

Erasa
ma 

33620 73418 72507 145925 14771 14743 29514 359 270 629 

R.N.Pu
r 

20006 42630 41335 83965 10431 10308 20739 734 687 1421 

Tirtol 34105 76355 75771 152126 16239 16303 32542 198 189 387 

Parade
ep (M) 

17485 37300 31285 68585 3884 3283 7167 1553 1371 2924 

Jagatsi
nghpur 

(M) 
7010 17239 16392 33631 3420 3363 6783 199 167 366 

Krush
nanan
dapur 
(CT) 

2180 4088 4886 8974 331 374 705 0 0 0 

Parade
epgarh 

(CT) 
1006 2425 2365 4790 913 894 1807 25 23 48 

District 
Total 

261307 577865 559106 1136971 125184 122968 248152 4226 3636 7862 

Population Growth 

There was an increase of 7.50 percent in the population in 2011 

Census compared to population of 2001 Census. In the previous Census of 
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India i.e. in 2001, Jagatsinghapur District recorded an increase of 13.26 

percent to its population compared to 1991 Census. 

Density of Population 

The density of population of Jagatsinghapur district in 2011 Census is 

682 per sq. km. against 270 at State Level. In 2001 Census Jagatsinghapur 

district‟s density was at 634 per sq. km whereas in 1991 census the density 

of population was 514 per sq.km.  

Sex Ratio 

With regards to Sex Ratio in Jagatsinghapur district, it stood at 968 per 

1000 male as per 2011 Census compared to 2001 census figure of 963 

females per 1000 male and 977 females per 1000 males as per 1991 

Census. The average national sex ratio in India is 940 as per latest reports 

of Census 2011 as against State average 979. In 2011 census, child sex 

ratio is 929 girls per 1000 boys compared to figure of 926 girls per 1000 boys 

of 2001 census of Jagatsinghpur district.  

Child Population 

In Jagatsinghpur district the child population is 110,249 under the age 

of 0-6 as per 2011 census against 124,550 of 2001 census. Out of total 

110,249 child-population of 2011 Census, male and female are 57,155 and 

53,094 respectively. In 2011 Census, Children under 0-6 age group formed 

9.70 percent of total Jagatsinghpur District population compared to 11.78 

percent of 2001 Census. 

Number of Bangladeshi Refugees in Jagatsinghpur District 

Sl.No. Name of the Tahasil 2002 

Male Female Total 

1. Tirtol 82 10 92 

2. Balikuda 286 20 306 

3. Kujanga 622 92 714 

 TOTAL 990 122 1112 

(Source – District Administration) 

Rural-Urban Population Distribution 

Urban Population 

Out of the total population as per 2011 census, 10.20 percent live in 

urban regions of the district. In total 115,980 people live in urban areas of 

which males are 61,052 and females are 54,928. Sex Ratio in urban region 

of Jagatsinghapur district is 900 as per 2011 census. Similarly child sex ratio 
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in Jagatsinghapur urban area is 899 in 2011 census. Child population (0-6) 

in urban region is 11,958 of which males and females are 6,298 and 5,660. 

This urban child population constitutes 10.32 % of total urban population. In 

2001 Census, Urban population of Jagatsinghpur district was 105,000 

(9.92% of total population 1,05,8000) compared to 76,000 (7.50% of total 

population 1014,000 in 1991 Census). 

Rural Population 

As per 2011 census, 89.80 % population of Jagatsinghpur district live in 

rural areas. The total district population living in rural areas is 1,020,991 of 

which males and females are 516,813 and 504,178 respectively. In rural 

areas of Jagatsinghpur district, sex ratio is 976 females per 1000 males. If 

child sex ratio is considered, figure is 933 girls per 1000 boys. Child 

population in the age 0-6 is 98,291 in rural areas, of which males are 50,857 

and females are 47,434 is recorded. The child population comprises 9.84 % 

of total rural population of Jagatsinghpur district. In 2001 Census, Rural 

population of Jagatsinghpur district was 953,000 (90.08% of total population 

1058,000) compared to 938,000 (92.50% of total population 1014,000) in 

1991 Census. 

Details of Workers of Jagatsinghpur District 

 

Year Total Workers Main Workers Marginal 
Workers 

2011 Census 403649 290170 113479 
2001 Census 329973 247726 82247 
1991 Census 279250 269022 10228 

 

Occupational Distribution of workers in Jagatsinghpur District 2011 

Census 

 

Total 
workers 

Cultivators Agricultural 
Labourers 

Workers in 
house  hold 

Industry 

Other 
workers 

403649 111320 110323 16357 165649 
 

 

Communities Living in the District 

 

Community India Odisha Jagatsinghpur 

Hindu 82% 94% 96% 

Muslim 13% 2% 0.4% 

Christian 2.4% 2.2% 0.01% 

Sikhs 1.9% 0.9% - 
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Buddist --- 0.5% - 

Jains 0.3% 0.4% - 

Others 0.4% - - 

Different communities of people like the Hindu, Muslim, Christian and a 

few Jain and Buddhist live in this district by way of peaceful co-existence. 

Even though they belong to divergent communities, they observe several 

fairs, festivals, religious rites with pomp and grandeur. Some of these 

festivals are Dussehra, Idd, Festival of Lights and Holi. Since long, inter-

caste marriages and inter-communal marriage, have had in-frequent 

occurrence. Most of them happen due to love relation, elopement or live-in 

relationship. 

 Geographically Jagatsinghpur is a small district having small forest 

area with no hills and mountains. The river Mahanadi flows on one side and 

the Devi on the other side of the district. But the large boundary of the district 

is the Bay of Bengal. So many small rivers flow unto it. It is a disaster-prone 

district. Tsunami, flood, and cyclone frequently visit this place. Onslaughts of 

disasters have made the inhabitants brave. It is also said that they have 

proved their bravery right from the 4
th
 century when their main trade was 

maritime ventures. 

It is also an agricultural land. So the inhabitants depend upon 

agriculture directly and indirectly. Three main agricultural products of this 

land are paddy, betel and fish. Other crops are oil seeds, pulses, fruits, 

vegetables, jute and cotton etc.  

People of other occupations are weavers, carpenters, potters, black 

smiths, oil makers , gold smiths, braziers, fisherman, washer men, barbers, 

milkmen, cultivators, Brahmins, kshatriyas, khandayats etc. Weavers weave 

clothes, and garments, carpenters do wood work, potters do clay idols and 

pots, blacksmiths prepare different household items from iron, oil makers 

extract oil from oil seeds, gold smiths make ornaments from the precious 

metals, braziers prepare vessels and pots from bronze and such other 

metals, fishermen catch fishes, washer men wash the dirty clothes, barber 

shaves, milk men take care of cattle, cultivators grow crops in the field, 

Brahmins perform rituals, Kshytriyas and Khandayats make use of their 

inherent sword skills at the hour of need. 

Prior to the super cyclone in 1999 most of the houses used to be made 

of mud, bamboos and straw. But after 1999 the scenario has changed and 

maximum numbers of homes are pucca with R.C.C. roof. Some buildings are 

pucca with asbestos roof and few houses are kuchha. Some tribes live in 

palm leaf huts now. To prevent people from disasters maximum cyclone 

shelters have been built to protect lives and properties of the people of the 



 
 

48 

District. These cyclone shelters are built by different State Governments, 

NGOs, Public and Private Sector agencies etc. The roads of the towns and 

villages are concrete. A few kilometers of roads are kuchha at the present. 

During 2010, Social security programmes for women and children 

welfare have been implemented through MBPY, IGNOAP, IGNDP, and 

NFBS.  

Scheme wise Beneficiaries 

 

Schemes Beneficiaries 

MBPY 38611 

IGNDAP 37716 

IGNDP 2359 

IGNWP 62446 

 

During 2010-11 in self employment scheme under SGSY, 2497 

numbers of BPL families out of 92920 are covered in Poverty alleviation 

programme. Among these 2497 BPL families, SC families are 1186 and the 

other caste families are 1311. In MNREGS and SGRY schemes job cards 

have been issued to 129896 families out of which 85091 have been 

employed creating 2444175 man-days. Likewise employment generation 

under SGRY programme 336 numbers SC and 47 numbers of ST and 151 

numbers of other caste families have been covered. It is found that the 

economic condition of the people of the District is improving fast. 

Fairs and Festivals and Ceremonial Practices 

Jagatsinghpur is not only a land of monuments, beaches, forests and 

scenic spots but also a land of colourful fairs and festivals. In every season a 

variety of such festivals are observed. Festivals are in fact as numerous as 

the day in the year, each with a difference and a speciality of its own. 

Jagatsinghpur observes a large number of festivals mostly associated 

with harvesting seasons, religion and temples. Jagatsinghpur is a confluence 

of the Aryan, Dravidian and Aboriginal cultures, thus celebrations bring forth 

a grand coalition of different rituals and traditions. The festivals, Yatra, Mela, 

Pujas, Brata or Oshas (fasting) involve mass participation, spread 

throughout the year. Most of these are held on full moon or on new-moon 

days in conformity with the common belief that planets and stars are forces 

that influence human life. 

Jagatsinghpur is house to a plethora of images of gods and goddesses 

enshrined in multiple temples in each village. Every village or a cluster of 

villages in the district has its own local presiding deity which is more humane 
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than angelic, more earthly than celestial who shares the joys and sorrows of 

the devotees. Some principal religious groups like the Hindu, the Muslim & 

the Christians are exist in close proximity in Jagatsinghpur district. All 

religious sects also have their own festivals. Some important festivals of the 

district are described below. 

Makar Mela-Mid January (Makara Sankranti)  

Also popularly known as Makara Sankaranti, the Sun God is 

worshipped with great fervour and enthusiasm all over the district. It 

coincides with the end of the harvest season when the sun enters the zodiac 

sign of Capricorn. The villagers congregate in a nearby temple and 

exchange Makar Chaula (a mixture of new rice crop, molasses, coconut, 

banana, sugar, cheese, ghee, milk & till) as a sacrament for lasting 

friendship.  

Magha Saptami-January/ February 

This occasion falls on 7
th
 day of the waxing phase of moon in the month 

of Magha. 

Thousands of devotees take a holy dip early in the morning in the pond 

called Chandan Pokhari near Goddess Sarala Temple at Jhankada: 

Devotees also offer prayer to the foremost poet Saraladasa, the author of 

Odia Mahabharata who was a great devotee of goddess Sarala. 

Agni Purnima (January/ February) 

Magha Purnima is observed as Agni Purnima or Agira Punei which falls 

on the full moon day of Magha (January/ February). It is observed in all parts 

of the district. Villagers assemble in an empty place in the evening and set 

fire to a heap of straw and throw some vegetables to the bonfire as a token 

of offering to the Fire god. 

Dola and Holi (February/ March) 

Full moon day of the month of Phalguna. 

This festival of colours is known as Holi. It is a 5-day long celebration 

especially in every part of the district. It starts on Phalguna Purnima day, 

heralding the beginning of the spring season. The idols of Krishna and 

Radha in a decorated Viman (Small portable wooden temple) are carried on 

shoulders and moves from house to house for puja. In some places it is 

observed from the day following Phalguna Purnima and is celebrated for five 

days. It is known as Panchu Dola. In some places Naba Dola and Dasha 

Dola are observed. In some places also deities of many villages are taken to 

a common Mela ground in a procession where the villagers congregate to 

witness the festival. This is the main festival of the cowherd or milkmen 
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community. On the day of Dola Purnima a professional astrologer reads out 

important features of the new almanac (Panji) and makes people aware of 

the motion of the celestial bodies, the solar and lunar eclipses etc. 

Holi or the Festival of colours is observed on the day following the Full 

moon day. Men and women from all walks of life irrespective of caste, creed 

and religion participate in sprinkling coloured powder and scented water. 

The festival owes its origin to the romantic sport of Sri Krishna and Sri 

Radha. Cattle are bathed and anointed with vermilion, garlanded and fed 

sumptuously on this occasion. 

Shree Panchami/ Saraswati Puja January/ February  

Observed on the 5
th
 day of the waxing lunar phase of the month of 

Magha. School children offer special puja to goddess Sarala-Saraswati at 

Jhankada. 

Raja Parba-June 

Observed for four days from the day of transit of the Sun from the 

zodiac sign of Taurus to Gemini. This typically agrarian festival marks the 

beginning of monsoon in Odisha. Young girls refrain from walking barefoot, 

they put on new clothes. They also eat poda pitha (traditional cake), chew 

special pan (betel) and ride on the swings and sing the local ditties. Young 

boys play various outdoor games particularly Bagudi & Kabadi.  

The festival is observed for three consecutive days excluding the 

preceding day, the Pahili Raja which is the day of preparation for the festival. 

Mithuna Sankranti and the day following is supposed to be the period of 

menstruation of Mother Earth. People believe that this is proper time of 

fertility. During these three days all agricultural operations remain 

suspended. On the fourth day, it is believed, Mother Earth is ready for 

fertilisation as ceremonial ploughing is undertaken. 

Maha Sivaratri 

(14
th
 day of the waning lunar phase of phalguna) 

Known as the festival of “Siva‟s great Night” it falls in the month of 

February-March and is observed as a day of austerity. In every Siva Temple 

of the district, puja is offered throughout the night by the devotees who fast 

and keep vigil. In the dead of the night the sacred lamp (Mahadeepa) is 

taken to the top of the temple and kept burning throughout the night. Lifting 

of a huge lamp to such a height by the temple servitor is a sight to be seen. 

The devotees break their fast on the next day. The festival can be seen best 

at (Grameswar Temple), Panchapalli, Chandapur and many Shiv Temples of 

the district. 
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Chandan Yatra 

This is the summer festival of God and Goddess of this region. It starts 

from Akshaya Trutia (Third day of the waxing lunar phase Vaishakh) falling 

in May-June and continues for twenty one days. Every day the 

representative images of the main deities are taken out in a great procession 

to nearby tanks where they are taken to gorgeously decorated boats for a 

cruise with the accompaniment of music and dance. Maha Baruni Snana 

Yatra, known as Haladi Khela is performed on the valedictory day. The 

festival can be best enjoyed at Goddess Sarala Temple at Jhankad Pitha, 

Jagannath Temple at Garoi Matha and in many other parts of the district.  

Savitri Vrata 

This is observed by the Hindu married women (excepting widows) on 

the fourteenth day of the waning lunar phase in the month of Jyestha (May-

June) in honour of Savitri who is believed to have brought her husband back 

to life by dint of her devotion and fidelity. Married women observe this for 

long life of their husbands. Those who observe it take bath early in the 

morning, put on new clothes and observe fast until afternoon when the ritual 

is completed. The ritual is usually performed in the temple. At least seven 

different varieties of fruits and peeled Mung are offered to deity. After the 

ritual only the sanctified fruits are taken by those who have observed this 

fast and then distributed among family members and neighbours. 

Samba Dashami 

This is a festival for the worship of Sun God in the morning. It takes 

place on the tenth day of the fortnight of Pausha (December-January). The 

origin of the festival is based on a legend that Samba, the second son of 

Lord Krisha and Jambawati who suffered from leprosy could get rid of it by 

propitiating the Sun God near the river Chandrabhaga, Konark. 

Ganesh Puja 

Lord Ganesh is worshiped as the God of learning by one and all in the 

district. The festival falls on the 4
th
 day of the waxing lunar phase of 

Bhadraba (September). Clay images of Lord Ganesh are installed on 

gorgeously raised platforms, followed by various devotional programmes. 

Previously the festival was observed by the school & college students, now 

the festival is being observed by various organisations all over the district. 

Viswakarma Puja  

Viswarkarma is known as the divine smith or engineer / architect. As a 

mark of reverence he is still worshipped by workers of engineering and 

industrial units. The festival is observed on the day of Kanya Sankranti 

(September) usually the day following the Ganesh Puja in every part of the 
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district. Paradeep, the Industrial Town of Jagatsinghpur district observes 

Viswakarma puja with much pomp and ceremony. 

Durga Puja, Dashera (September/October) 

In Jagtsinghpur district the festival is observed for 16 days at Goddess 

Saralapitha as per local rituals. Goddess Sarala herself is goddess Durga. 

The great festival is observed to commemorate goddess Durga‟s victory over 

evil. 

Huge pandals are set up for housing the clay idol of Goddess Durga. 

The 10
th
 day of the waxing lunar phase of the month of Aswina marks the 

end of the puja festivities. The deities are then carried away in splendid 

processions for immersion in the nearby pond or river. 

Laxmi Puja 

After bidding adieu to Goddess Durga on Dasami the district gets ready 

to welcome Maa Laxmi, the goddess of prosperity. The festival commences 

on the full moon day of Aswina, which falls either in September or October 

every year. 

Baliyatra (November/ December) 

Baliyatra is observed every year in the morning of the full moon day of 

Kartika. In olden days Odia overseas traders were commencing their voyage 

in their sailing boats from the port of Paradeep carrying miscellaneous goods 

for trade in Java, Borneo, Sumatra and Bali islands. To commemorate the 

old trade-link and Odia merchant sea voyage, Balijatra is observed with lots 

of excitement. A colourful function is held at Paradeep Port. Villagers and 

townsmen also sail boats made from banana bark or sola pint in the nearby 

ponds.  

Bada Osha 

Bada Osha is so named because of devotee‟s austere fasting for the 

whole day. It is also observed on the Kartika Purnima. A special type of 

steamed cake called Gaja (in the shape of Linga and Snake) is offered to 

Lord Shiva. Devotees partake of it reverentially and then break their fast. 

Kumar Purnima 

The festival of Kumar Purnima is observed on the full moon day of the 

month of Aswina. Unmarried girls offer puja to the rising Sun god and 

observe fasting throughout the day and take their food in the evening after 

offering Puja to the setting sun and the rising moon at Tulshi Chaura. The 

Tulasi Chaura is decorated by the girls with various floral designs using 

different coloured powders (Muruja) on the occasion.  The girls sing songs 

typical to the occasion and play Puchi, which is a kind of frolicking game. 
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The whole night  reverberates with song, dance and merrymaking. They sing 

the most popular folk song “Kumara Punei Janha Lo Phula Baula Beni”. 

Khudurkuni Osha 

Observed by the unmarried girls exclusively in Jagatsinghpur district. It 

commences on the Shravana Purnima and is completed on the Bhadraba 

Purnima. The girls worship the Goddess Mangala (Bhalukuni or Khudurkuni) 

on all Sundays during the month. A clay image of the deity, Khudurkuni is 

installed and worshipped generally in the house of one of fasting devotees. 

A number of fasting girls, belonging to a cluster of neighbouring households 

irrespective of their status, together worship the image and perform the 

ritual. When girls of diverse caste-groups join together for Osha, one of the 

girls belonging to the higher caste-group among them performs the ritual. In 

the evening the elaborate ritual is performed and the sacred text dealing with 

the significance of the Osha is read out. After this, the girls break their fast. 

The participants take only vegetarian diet and fruits. The image is immersed 

after the last ritual in the evening of the last Sunday before Bhadrav 

Purnima. The image of Khudurkuni is taken in a grand procession and 

immersed in the nearby river, canal or pond. This festival highlights the bond 

between brothers and sisters as Khuda-rankuni (piteously supplicating for a 

handful of waste rice), an abandoned sister of seven merchant brothers was 

put to enormous afflictions by the seven wives of her brothers out of 

jealousy. Her agony was over when her seven marine brothers returned 

home after overseas trading. 

Bata Osha 

This ritual is observed by each mother on the second day of the waning 

lunar phase of Pausha (December-January) in honour of Yama, the 

presiding deity of death. This is observed with a view to obtaining long life for 

the children. The devotees keep fast on the ritual day from very early 

morning till the ritual is over late in the evening. A Brahmin priest is engaged 

to perform the ritual at a suitable place of the village road. A tiny symbolic 

image of the God of death is drawn with rice powder on the clean surface of 

the ground, and a shallow circular pit is dug out near it, in which portions of 

oblation and flowers are put. The priest reads out the related mythological 

text that deals with the significance of this Osha. 

Bhagabat Mela 

The Bhagabat Mela or Bhagabat Saptaha(Week) is observed in many 

villages in the district of Jagatsinghpur. Most of the villages and hamlets 

have Bhagabat Tungi/ Gharas where they read out or listen to the couplets 

of Odia Bhagavata written by saint-poet Jagannatha Dash in the 16
th
 

Century A.D. 
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Chitalagi Amabashya/ Chitau Amabashya 

This is observed in the month of Sravana (July/August).  Cultivators‟ 

families prepare cakes called Chitau (made out of rice & coconut paste) and 

throw it in their paddy fields with a belief that a good harvest will come to 

their granary. In the villages small boys and girls throw small pieces of 

Chitau cake for the appeasement of snails and oysters. 

Rath Yatra (Car Festival) 

The biggest as well as the grandest festival is observed in many parts 

of the district, where the temples of Lord Jagannath are situated. This 9-day 

festival begins on the 2
nd

 day of the waxing lunar phase of the month 

Ashadha which falls in June-July every year. The mammoth wooden chariots 

carrying three deities are pulled by thousands of devotees. In most of the 

places in Jagatsinghpur district only single image of Lord Jagannath is found 

seated on the chariot and is dragged by thousands of local devotees. The 

Car Festival at Sidhal, Garoi & Gada Kujang, and Sarala Pitha draws the 

largest crowd.  

Mana Basa 

A small and typical festival occurs in the month of Margasira 

(November/ December) in the beginning of the harvesting season. Most of 

the Odia houses observe this festival for five consecutive Thursdays in the 

month of Margashira. The oldest among the women of Odia families observe 

this Osha by worshipping Goddess Laxmi, the presiding deity of wealth and 

prosperity to achieve material prosperity of the family. The term Mana 

connotes the measuring basket. The deity is prepared with the newly 

harvested paddy grains kept in a Mana (measuring basket) decorated with 

coloured cloth and represented as Goddess Laxmi by the oldest women of 

the family. The newly harvested grains are put together for worship. The 

women who observe the ritual are made to listen to the Laxmi Puran read 

out to them by the attending priest. 

Janmaastami 

To commemorate the birthday of Lord Krishna the festival is celebrated 

on the 8
th
 day of the waning lunar phase of Bhadraba (July-August). It is 

observed everywhere in this district in the temples of Lord Krishna. On the 

day of Janmastami the devotees observe fast and break the same after 

offering Puja by middle of the night. The devotees/ villagers congregate in a 

Sri Krishna Temple and listen to the Bhagavata (10
th
 canto) which deals with 

the birth of Lord Krishna. 

 

 



 
 

55 

Jhulan Purnima/ Gahmah Purnima/ Rakhi Purnima 

It is the festival of Lord Krishna and Radha playing on a swing. It is 

observed from Dasami (10
th
 day) to full moon day of the lunar month of 

Srabana (July-August). The festival is particularly observed in Lord Krishna 

Temples and Mathas (monasteries) located in the district. It is also observed 

as the birthday of Lord Balaram the elder brother of Lord Krishna. Its other 

names are Gahmah Purnima and Rakhi Purnima. On this sacred day sisters 

tie Rakhi on their brothers‟ wrist and pray god for long life of their brothers 

who give protection to them throughout. On this day, cows, oxen and 

bullocks are also worshipped. 

Kalipuja 

Kali puja is observed at many places in the district on the 14
th
 day of 

the dark fortnight of the month-Kartika (Oct-Nov). Ceremonial worships are 

performed in various Sakti Shrines (Pitha) on this occasion. Earthen images 

of goddess Kali are also worshipped in many parts of the district with pomp 

and ceremony. 

Dipavali 

Kartika Amabasya is known as Dipabali Amabasya. The Hindu house 

holders perform sradha on this day in remembrance of their ancestors and 

bid fare well to them with lighted sticks (Kaunria Kathi). Every house gets 

well decorated with twinkling clay lamps (Dipali) in the evening. Display of 

fireworks is an indispensable part of Diwali Celebration. This day is the 

beginning of new commercial year. The business communities enjoy the 

festival with fasting and merry making.  

Eid-ul-Fitr 

Eid-ul-fitr is the first day of the Islamic month of shawwal. It marks the 

end of Romjan which is a month of fasting and prayer. Muslim community of 

Jagatsinghpur district celebrate this occasion with family and friends. They 

prepare traditional sweet dishes, wear new clothes and give away gifts etc. 

Id-ul-Zuha 

Id-ul-Zuha is also celebrated with traditional fervour by the Muslim 

community of this district. They wear new clothes, make special prayers and 

exchange greetings and gifts. It is also referred to as a festival of sacrifice.  

Christian Festivals 

Christians of the district celebrate X-Mas and other remarkable days 

like Good Friday, Easter Day, etc. People from all community celebrate the 

New Year. 
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Kallola, the District Festival 

Kollola, the Zilla Mahotsav is celebrated in the district headquarters 

Collectorate ground each year. It is a five-day long festival from 1
st
 to 5

th
 

April, observed in a combined manner by the I &PR Department & the 

District Council of Culture. The 1
st
 April marks the formation of Odisha as a 

separate province in 1936, also known as Utkal Divas and the 3
rd

 April is the 

Foundation Day of Jagatsinghpur district. 

Migration, displacement and Rehabilitation 

The district of Jagatsinghpur has become a den of migrating population 

from Bangladesh, Coastal West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. Large and 

small scale industries, National, State and Private-owned companies in 

Paradeep provide vast opportunity for employment. There is a constant flow 

of skilled and unskilled people from every nook and corner of India to be 

absorbed in PPL, IOCL, Beverage factory, Fertilizer Corporation, Stevedores 

Company, and Jindal Group of Companies, ESSAR companies and above 

all Paradeep Port. The Marine landscape provides unbounded opportunities 

to migrant labourers who build slum houses for their temporary sojourn 

which virtually become their permanent dwelling houses. 

Despite employment in Government and semi-Government 

organisations the tremendous fishing facility at Paradeep provides unlimited 

opportunity and incalculable profit for which mostly the Nolia communities 

prefer to stay in a permanent manner. 

Urbanization and Emerging Issues 

As the urban population of Jagatsinghpur district is increasing due to 

migration of rural population it has created some problems relating to 

housing, sanitation, education, health facilities etc in urban areas. The 

emerging issue like waste water management, sewage treatment plant, 

drainage system, provision of street lights, public parks and uninterrupted 

power supply etc. need attention. 

 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-IV 

AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 

Physiographic and Agro Climatic Conditions 

Jagatsinghpur is one of the thickly populated coastal districts of Odisha. 

The economy of the district is largely agriculture oriented. Agriculture, Animal 

Husbandry, Forestry and Fisheries combinedly account for 22.03% of NDDP 

as against 19.92% at the state level. Bulk of the total workers i.e. 54.91% in 

the district are cultivators and agricultural labourers. Agriculture thus 

supports a disproportionately larger percent of workers relative to its 

contribution to NDDP at the district level. Agriculture, the world‟s oldest 

occupation is an important source of sustained livelihood for the people of 

Jagatsinghpur district. It has an impeccable track record of meeting the 

challenges of food security.  

Agro-Climatic Condition and Soil 

 The state of Odisha is divided into ten agro-climatic zones such as, (1) 

North Western Plateau, (2) North Central Plateau, (3) North Eastern Coastal 

Plain, (4) East and South Eastern Coastal Plain, (5) North Eastern Ghat, (6) 

Eastern Ghat Highland, (7) South Eastern Ghat, (8) Western Undulating 

Zone, (9) Western Central Table Land and (10) Need Mid-Central Table 

Land. Jagatsinghpur is one among the six districts covered under the East 

and South Eastern coastal plain agro-climatic zone in the state. 

 The climatic condition of the district is generally hot with high humidity 

during April-June and cold during December-January. The monsoon 

generally breaks in the district in July. The average annual rainfall in the 

district was 1278.5mm in 2013 which was less than the normal rainfall for the 

district i.e. 1514.6mm. More than 75% of the precipitation is concentrated in 

five months i.e. June-October. 

Nature and Types of soil and Soil Fertility 

The soil of the district is mostly loamy, sandy and clay-loamy. 

1. Sandy and Sandy loamy Soil:- This type of soil is mainly noticed in 

the South of the Biridi, Jagatsinghpur, Naugaon blocks and North of the 

Raghunathpur, Tirtol and Kujanga blocks i.e. specifically in the side of the 

river Devi and Mahanadi,  and also in the Kujanga, Erasama blocks towards 

the Bay of Bengal. 

2. Loamy and Clay loamy soil: This category of soil is found in rest 

part of this district. This soil is quite fertile and suitable for most of the crops. 
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Problematic Soil  

1. Saline Soil: Saline soil and acid soils put constraints on the way of 

enhancing production. The presence of soluble salts in this soil is mainly due 

to the salty water of Bay of Bengal that surge over the coastal plains. Such 

soil is found in Kujanga, Erasama and Balikuda blocks. 

2. Acid soil: Most of the soil in this district is acid soil. The soil having 

PH <6.5 is known as acid soil. In this soil there is less quantity of calcium 

and magnesium which restrict the root growth of the plant. The phosphorus 

present in the soil is not available to the plants due to poor presence of Ca& 

Mg, and when phosphorous is added, it is not adequately available to the 

plants. Rather Boron & Zinc are more soluble but they leach away. Besides 

these, the beneficial microorganisms cannot remain aslive in acid soil. 

To get rid of such situation and to make the soil neutral, liming is quite 

necessary. The Government is now providing funds for acid soil 

management by promoting the use of peppermill sludge.  

Soil Health Management: Due to high cropping intensity which is 

198%, the soil fertility status is deteriorating day by day creating deficiency 

and imbalance in plant nutrients in the soil. The Government of India have 

decided to issue soil health card to each farmer. Accordingly the farmers will 

apply the manure and fertilizer at a balanced rate as per the need of the 

crop. Within a period of three years all farmers are expected to be able to get 

their soil health card. 

Land utilization pattern in the district 

 Out of the total geographical area (167000 Ha.), net sown area 

amounted to about 90000 Ha. or 53.89% as in 2013-14. For the state as a 

whole the share of net sown area is relatively lower at 34.83%. Forest area, 

land put to non-agricultural use, barren and unculturable land and current 

fallow have roughly equal shares in the total geographical area in the district 

i.e. about 8% each with a net irrigation area of 60260 Ha. Gross cropped 

area works out to about 177000 Ha. Hence the cropping intensity in the 

district is 197% which is higher than the cropping intensity at the state level 

i.e. 167%. The details of comparative land utilisation pattern at the district 

and state levels are given in the following table. 
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Land Utilisation Pattern: 2013-14 

           („000 Ha) 

 

Indicators Jagatsinghpur Odisha 
Geographical Area 167 15571 
Forest Area 13 5813 
Misc Trees and Groves 4 342 
Permanent Pasture 7 494 
Cultivable Waste 6 375 
Land put to Non-Agricultural Use 13 1298 
Barren and Unculturable Land 13 840 
Current Fallow 14 756 
Other Fallow 7 229 

Net Area Sown 
90 
53.98% 

5224 
34.83% 

Important Agricultural Statistics 
  
Net Area Sown (‘000 Ha.) 90 5424 
Gross Cropped Area (000 Ha.) 177 2054 
Cropping Intensity 197 167 
Net Irrigated Area (‘000 Ha.) 6026 2253.67 

 
Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14 

 

Smallholder Agriculture 

 Jagatsinghpur district is characterised by smallholder agriculture both 

by ownership and operational holdings. This is true for most of the states in 

India and also of Odisha. This fact is given in the following table. 

Number and Operational Holdings 2010-11 

Size Class   
  

Jagatsinghpur Odisha 
No. and area % No. and area % 

Marginal No. 103018 83.84 3368296 72.17 
(<1.0 ha) Area (Ha.) 55293 58.26 1921842 39.61 
            
Small No. 16455 13.39 918647 19.68 
(1-2 ha) Area (Ha.) 27931 29.43 1497752 30.87 
            
Semi-Medium No. No. 3044 2.48 311261 6.67 
(2-4 ha) Area (Ha.) 9379 9.88 918947 18.94 
            
Medium No. 341 0.28 63688 1.36 
(4-10 ha) Area (Ha) 2059 2.17 381272 7.86 
            
Large No. 11 0.01 5574 0.12 
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  Area (Ha.) 238 0.25 132201 2.72 
            
All Sizes No. 122869 100.00 4667466 100.00 
  Area (Ha.) 94900 100.00 4852014 100.00 
AvergaeSize  (Ha.)   0.77   1.04   

 

Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14 

It may be seen from the table that the typical rural household in 

Jagatsinghpur district now holds a marginal plot. The marginal farmers in the 

district constitute about 84 percent of the total who own little above 58 

percent of total agricultural 23.43 percent of farm land. Together they 

comprise 97.23 percent of farmers and own 87.69 percent of agricultural 

land. For Odisha as a whole the two together account for about 92 percent 

of framers and 70.48 percent of farm land. The average farm size deplorably 

small i.e. 0.77 Ha. And often unviable. For the state, the average size is 1.04 

Ha. Thus, the situation at the district is more deplorable than at the state. 

Demographic pressures and lack of suitable alternative livelihoods have 

contributed to this sad state quite significantly, though other forces are also 

at work. 

One obvious outcome of smallholder agriculture is a small amount of 

marketable surplus. In fact, Jagatsinghpur district is recently witnessing a 

marketable deficit whereas the state as a whole shows a surplus. A 

summary picture is given ijn the following table.  

Marketable Surplus of Rice: 2013-14 
 

  (Lakh Tonnes)    
Indicator     Jagatsinghpur   Odisha 
Production     1.62     76.13 
Surplus/Deficit    -0.08     18.92 

 

Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14The year 2013 witnessed 

Phailin and hence a deficit occurred. But in other good monsoon years also 

the surplus if shown is not quite appreciable in amount. 

Area and Yield 

 Kharif and Rabi crops are raised by farmers in Jagatsinghpur district as 

elsewhere in the staste. Paddy (Rice), maize, ragi, biri, arhar, kulthi, 

sesamum, castor, sweet, potato, vegetables, chillies, turmeric, ginger and 

sugarcane are grown in the Kharif season. In the Rabi season the crops 

which are raised in Jagatsinghpur include rice, wheat, maize, mung, gram, 

field pea, cow pea, kulthi, groundnut, sesamum, sunflower, mustard, sweet 

potato, potato, onion, vegetables, chillies, coriander, garlic, turmeric and 
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ginger. The details of area under selected major crops in the district are 

presented in the following table. 

Kharif Cropped Area 2013-14 

           („000 Ha.) 
Crops Jagatsinghpur % Odisha % 
Rice 80.32 94.59 3879.7 66.61 
Other Cereals 0.07 0.08 451.83 7.76 
Total Cereals 80.39 94.68 4331.5 74.37 
Total Pulses 0.1 0.12 685.61 11.77 
Total Food Grains 80.49 94.79 5017.1 86.14 
Total Oil Seeds 0.02 0.02 299.64 5.14 
Total Vegetables 2.62 3.09 275.98 4.74 
Total Fibres 0.06 0.07 151.87 2.61 
Total Spices 1.72 2.03 79.93 1.37 
Total Cropped Area 84.91 100.00 5824.5 100.00 

 

Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14 

Rabi Cropped Area 2013-14 

                           („000 Ha.) 

Crops Jagatsinghpur % Odisha % 
Rice 0.61 0.71 300.54 11.11 
Other Cereals 0.13 0.15 36.15 1.34 
Total Cereals 0.74 0.86 336.69 12.44 
Total Pulses 55.54 64.65 1402.69 51.84 
Total Food Grains 56.28 65.51 1739.38 64.28 
Total Oil Seeds 10.17 11.84 452.76 16.73 
Total Vegetables 15.32 17.83 401.35 14.83 
Total Spices 3.35 3.90 75.37 2.79 
Sugarcane 0.79 0.92 35.34 1.31 
Tobacco 0.00 0.00 1.69 0.06 
Total Cropped Area 85.91 100.00 2705.89 100.00 

 

Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14 

Gross Cropped Area: 2013-14 

         („000 Ha.) 
Crops Jagatsinghpur % Odisha % 
Rice 80.93 45.66 4180.22 46.17 
Other Cereals 0.2 0.11 487.98 5.39 
Total Cereals 81.13 45.78 4668.2 51.56 
Total Pulses 55.64 31.39 2088.3 23.06 
Total Foodgrains 136.77 77.17 6756.5 74.62 
Total Oilseeds 10.19 5.75 752.4 8.31 
Total Vegetables 17.94 10.12 677.33 7.48 
Total Fibres 0.06 0.03 151.87 1.68 
Total Spices 5.07 2.86 155.3 1.72 
Sugarcane 0.79 0.45 35.34 0.39 
Tobacco 0.00 0.00 1.69 0.02 
Fruits 6.41 3.62 523.64 5.78 
Gross Cropped Area 177.23 100.00 9054.07 100.00 

Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14 
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 It may be read off the table that paddy/rice is the major crop in the 

district. In the Kharif season paddy/rice is cultivated in 94.6 percent of total 

cropped area in the district as against 66.6 percent area in the state. Other 

creates account for about 8 percent of total cropped area at the state level 

but their share is almost nit in the district. Pulses have a share of 0.12 

percent both in the district and the state. As a broad group, foodgrains are 

cultivated in 94.8 percent of Kharif cropped area in Jagatsinghpur district but 

their share is little less at 86.14 percent at the all Odisha level. This means 

that the share of non-foodgrains is higher and foodgrains lower in the Odisha 

context relative to Jagatsinghpur district. 

 In the case of Rabi crops, foodgrains have a 65.5 percent share with 

pulses having a share of 64.7 percent and non-foodgrains are cultivated in 

34.5 percent of cropped area in Jagatsinghpur district. A more or less similar 

pattern is discernible at the state level also. This shows that even in the Rabi 

season, the cropping pattern is having tilted in favour of foodgrains. 

 Combining Kharif and Rabi crops as a whole yields information on 

gross cropped area (GCA) of the gross cropped area of 177230 Ha. in 

Jagatsinghpur district paddy/rice is cultivated in over the years traditional 

agriculture has yielded place to modern commercial agriculture based on 

HYV seeds, mechanisation and chemical fertilizer and pesticides. The use of 

new technology has brought about significant increases in land productivity 

i.e. yield per unit of land. A summary picture of trend of yield of major crops 

in Jagatsinghpur district vis-a-vis the state of Odisha is presented below. 

Yield Rate of Major Crops (Kg/Ha.) 

 

Crop Year Jagatsinghpur Odisha 
 Rice 2008-09 1967 

 
1553 

 
 

2009-10 2005 
 

1609 
 

 
2010-11 1579 

 
1640 

 
 

2011-12 2435 
 

1472 
 

 
2012-13 2918 

 
2361 

 
 

2013-14 2918 (2303.67) 2361 (1832.67) 

      Pulses 2008-09 436 
 

497 
 

 
2009-10 412 

 
460 

 
 

2010-11 423 
 

481 
 

 
2011-12 438 

 
460 

 
 

2012-13 459 
 

508 
 

 
2013-14 463 (438.5) 507 (485.5) 

      Foodgrains 2008-09 1426 
 

1249 
 

 
2009-10 1399 

 
1258 

 
 

2010-11 1136 
 

1293 
 

 
2011-12 1627 

 
1175 

 
 

2012-13 1847 
 

1737 
 

 
2013-14 1375 (1468.33) 1426 (1356.33) 

      Oilseeds 2008-09 1629 
 

848 
 

 
2009-10 1132 

 
776 

 
 

2010-11 1852 
 

828 
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Source: Odisha Agriculture Statistics, 2013-14 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate averages for six years 

 It may be seen from the table that the yield rate of crops has been 

increasing over the years and any break in the trend is due largely to the 

occurrence of natural calamities. Jagatsinghpur being a coastal district is 

prone to natural disasters and hence instability in yield is not a surprising 

phenomenon. However, braving all natural hazards, agriculture in 

Jagatsinghpur has experienced higher yields in paddy, food grains and 

oilseeds than the state. The only major item in which it is lagging behind the 

state is pulses where its average yield rate for 6 years 2008-09 – 2013-14 is 

lower (438.5 Kg/Ha.) than the state average of 485.5 Kg/Ha. In case of 

oilseeds and paddy, Jagatsinghpur is doing remarkably better than the state. 

Cropping Pattern and Crop Rotation 

 As stated above, the cropping pattern in Jagatsinghpur district 

continues to remain dominated by food grains, especially paddy. In addition 

to paddy, the other major crop that is cultivated in the district is pulses and 

oilseeds. Paddy followed by paddy, pulses/oilseeds is the major crop rotation 

pattern adopted by farmers in the irrigated areas in the district. In the non-

irrigated pattern of the rotation. In irrigated areas, vegetables are also 

cultivated in some plots. In some irrigated areas, three crop based cultivation 

practice is followed. However, in majority of the farms having irrigation, a two 

crop based rotation is practiced. 

Use of Agricultural Implements, Manure and Fertiliser 

Power tillers, tractors, rotavotors, special power driven implements, 

reapers, transplantors, threshers, diesel pump sets and tractors are now 

being widely used by the farmers along with the traditional implements. The 

department of Agriculture is implementing the state Agriculture Policy 2013 

and playing a significant role in the process of mechanizing agriculture and 

increasing productivity. Agro Service Centers have been established at the 

Gram Panchayat level to facilitate the use of modern and mechanised 

agricultural practices in the district. 

The use of electrical Pump sets is increasing in the District due to rural 

electrification and low operation cost. The popularization of agricultural 

implements is due to no. of demonstrations & training being conducted in the 

farmer‟s field by the Departmental Engineers with the support of College of 

Agriculture and Engineering Technology, OUAT (Odisha University of 

 
2011-12 1553 

 
867 

 
 

2012-13 1681 
 

919 
 

 
2013-14 1706 (1592.2) 928 (861.0) 
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Agriculture and Technology), Krishi Vigyan Kendra as well as with the 

suppliers/manufactures. 

In spite of concerted efforts undertaken by the Government the 

implementation of different schemes to popularize the use of tractors, power 

tillers, paddy reapers, power pulse threshers etc, farmers of Jagatsinghpur 

district have not been able to reap the benefit of using advanced technology 

in farming. However tractors, power tillers, harvesters etc are used by some 

of the affluent farmers which are quite negligible.  

Application of organic manures and chemical fertilizers plays a vital role 

in enhancing the production and productivity in agricultural sector. The 

following Table- highlights the consumption of chemical fertilizer in the 

Jagatsinghpur district from 2009-10 to 2013-14. 

Consumption of Chemical Fertilizer (Kharif & Rabi) in Jagatsinghpur 

District 

(in thousand metric tonne) 
Sl. 
No. 

Year Nitrogenous Phosphatic Potassium Total Per hectare 
consumption of 
fertilizer (in Kg) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1. 2009-10 5.47 2.60 2.13 10.20 50 
2. 2010-11 5.28 2.15 1.05 8.48 42 
3. 2011-12 5.30 2.39 0.93 8.63 42.44 
4. 2012-13 4.09 1.47 0.56 6.13 30.07 
5. 2013-14 4.37 1.99 0.61 6.97 34.19 

(Source: Dy. Director, Agriculture, Jagatsinghpur) 

In order to boost agricultural production, the Agricultural policy-1996 

emphasises increased use of chemical fertilizer and organic manure to the 

extent of 74 kg per hectare. But in Jagatsinghpur district the use of chemical 

fertilizer is very much depressing as it has   decreased from 50 kg per hect. 

in 2009-10 to 34.19 kg/hect. in 2013-14. 

Crop Diseases, Control Mechanism and Crop Protection 

The main crop of the district is paddy followed by pulses, oilseeds and 

vegetables. Paddy crop  is mostly affected by 5-6 insects like stem borer, 

gall midges, leaf folder, case worm, BPH and green leaf hopper and 4-5 

diseases like blast, bacterial leaf blight, root rot, sheath rots, brown spot, etc. 

Similarly the pulses and oilseed crops are also affected by 4-5 insects like, 

pod borer, leaf eating catter pillar, mites and aphids and 3-4 diseases like 

powdery mildew, cercospora leaf spot, blights stem root rot as well as 

mosaic viruses. Vegetables are attacked by sucking-pests, and borers and 

blight and sugarcane is affected by early-shoot-borer and top-shoot-borer. 

Integrated Pest Management concept is now being popularized for effective 

pest management. Use of Pheromontraps, Trichocards and neem based 
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pesticides are being adopted by the farmers in small areas. E-pest 

surveillance is now being operated in the fields of the district for successful 

pest management programme. The incidence of all these diseases and 

insects are regularly monitored by the farmers and the field staff of the 

Agricultural department. Accordingly when the attack crosses the economic 

thresh hold limit, spraying and breaching chemical pesticides are carried on. 

For this there are authorised pesticide dealers and PP equipments and 

pesticides are being regularly supplied on subsidised scale to farmers under 

the different ongoing schemes. 

Soil Erosion and Soil Conservation 

Being a low land coastal district, the soill of the land faces mostly 

erosion, due to rainfall, river erosion, shoreline erosion, floods and 

windblows. Human activities like falty agricultural practices and deforestation 

too contribute for the process. 

The Asst. Soil Conservation Office was established in Jagatsinghpur in 

the year 1981. This sub-division is under the control of the Director, Soil 

Conservation, Odisha, and Bhubaneswar. 26 nos. of Project Directors 

(Watershed) and 4 nos. of Asst. Director, (Soil Conservation) are functioning 

in all over Odisha. Office of the Asst. Director, Soil Conservation is 

functioning in the district headquarters. 

The problem of Soil erosion is acute in this district as strong wind and 

heavy rainfall accelerate soil erosion. In the coastal areas soil erosion is due 

to heavy rainfall & strong wind. In the summer season when strong wind 

blows, the coastal sand dunes are shifted towards the inland arable lands. In 

the coastal plain due to its topography and non-availability of drainage 

system, water-logging is also another problem. Shelter Belt Plantation (Wind 

breaking plantation) has been implemented at Paradeep from the year 1992-

93 to 2001-02 to protect cyclone.  

The entire district is underlain by coastal alluvium and adequate 

thickness of fresh water aquifers which occur within 100m. depth, except in 

Erasama and Kujang Blocks where aquifers are down to 250 are saline. But 

in the parts of Kujang block, shallow fresh water aquifers occur locally. 

Groundwater development is feasible through medium deep tube-well and 

shallow tube-well in Balikuda, Biridi, Jagatsinghpur, Naugaon and 

Raghunathpur Blocks. 

1) Salinity affected   -  7,988  Ha 

2) Water Logged      - 11,497 Ha 

3) Flood Prone   - 11,406 Ha 
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The district has launched different programmes for soil conservation. 

Several Soil Conservation activities have been implemented since 1981, like 

W.H.S. (Water Harvesting Structure), Avenue Plantation, Check Dam, Land 

Development, Mo Pokhari, R.M.S. (Run off Management Structure) through 

different schemes like NWDPRA, MGNREGS, RADP & RKVY to prevent soil 

erosion and conserve the soil.   

Under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act – 

works like Periphery bund, Renovation of Tank, Coconut plantation of Canal 

bund and embankment of pond and institutional plantation have been 

executed in different blocks under Jagatsinghpur district for soil 

conservation. 

Agricultural Development Programmes 

Different agricultural programmes are going on in Jagatsinghpur district 

for improving production and productivity of different crops like cereals, 

pulses, oilseeds and vegetables. Schemes like Rastriya Krushi Vikash 

Yojana (RKVY), National Food Security Mission (NFSM), National Mission 

on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP), Jalanidhi (under State Plan), ATMA, 

Soil Health Cards, Seed Treatment Campaign (State Plan), E-pest 

surveillance (under RKVY), Sugarcane Development (State Plan), Biju 

Krushak Kalyana Yojana (BKKY under State Plan), Promotion of System of 

Rice Intensification (SRI under State Plan), Technology Mission on 

Sugarcane Development (under State Plan), Popularisation of Agriculture 

Implements, Equipment and Diesel Pumpsets (under State Plan) and 

Promotion of Improved Package of Practices (under State Plan) are working 

in the district. Some of these programmes are as follows: 

Rastriya Krishi Vikas Yojana ( R.K.V.Y.) 

The RKVY Scheme is operating in Jagatsinghpur district as elsewhere 

in the country and the state of Odisha. An amount of Rs.10.00 lakh was 

allotted during 2010-11 and Rs.8.00 lakh during 1011-12 for construction of 

Resource Centre cum Training Hall under the R.K.V.Y. Scheme at 

Kantaballavpur under Jagatsinghpur Tahasil where the office is now 

functioning. 

Rainfed Area Development Programme (R.A.D.P.) 

Holistic agriculture development through Integrated Farming System 

(IFS) provides an opportunity for development & integration of multiple 

components of Agriculture system such as Crops, Horticulture, Livestock, 

Fishery, and Agro-forestry with agro-based income generating activities and 

value-addition. The major strategies to be adopted under the programme 

are: 
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i) Farmer-Centric approach focusing mainly on small  and marginal 

farmers for promoting the    concept of diversified farming system including 

Crops, Plantation, Pasture, Livestock and Fishery based composite farming 

to sustain the livelihood and food security at farm level and at the same time 

insulating the farmer from any possible crop failure through supplementary 

production / income derived from residual production system. 

ii) Adoption of a cluster approach in a village or an area of not less than 

25 ha. (may or may not be contiguous ) would be preferred for injecting 

investment  to utilize the potential created by common resources. 

iii) Support to each farm family under RADP/ RAD will be restricted to a farm 

size of 2 ha. 

Krushi Vigyan Kendra 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, the Farm Science Centre has been established in 

the district. The center caters to agriculture related information, 

dissemination of knowledge; demonstrations etc. for the benefit of the 

farmers. There are personnel manning the centers for the purpose. The 

major activities undertaken by this agency includes, introducing crop 

diversification, inducting farmers to new technologies, facilitating pest, 

disease, and nutrient management, drudgery reduction etc. for the women in 

agricultural sector. 

Agricultural Credit 

Agriculture credit in the district is extended by Cooperative banks, 

Reginal rural banks, commercial banks too. Annual credit plan of the district 

is being prepared every year and targets are assigned to all banks.  

Agricultural Marketing 

In order to protect farmers from the clutches of mahajans and to protect 

them from shocks of market rate fluctuation, Minimum Support Price is fixed 

by the Government for various crops like paddy, groundnut, cotton, pulses 

etc.  

Paddy is the main crop in Jagatsinghpur district. To ensure that the 

paddy farmers get minimum support price for their crops, Government of 

Odisha introduced decentralized procurement policy wherein paddy 

procurement was decentralized in the year 2002-03 and is in practice at 

present also. 

Moreover the Civil Supplies Department is procuring paddy from the 

farmers on FAQ standard through Primary Agriculture Co-operative 

Societies (PACS) ensuring minimum support price fixed by government. 

Rice Mills are engaged for Custom Milling. To ensure timely availability of 
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Rice for PDS across the district, storage godowns were constructed and 

effective movement of stock by the Holding and Transport Contractor has 

been ensured. 

Previously this procurement was done through different mandis opened 

by the Civil Supply department, but since last 4-5 years, the same is done 

through Primary agriculture cooperative societies.  

Since 2014-15, Information technology for paddy proucremnt is used in 

the form of a new platform called P-PAS where in online registration of 

farmers and their surplus paddy is determined. One farmer can sale his 

surplus crop only. This system also streamlines delivery of paddy to different 

millers for processing of the same. The problems of siphoning of paddy by 

millers under manual system are addressed to a large extent under the new 

P-PAS system. State government is awarded by central government for IT 

innovation in paddy procurement.  

Crop Insurance 

In order to protect farmers from raveges of unpredicted monsoon and 

other natural disasters, crop insurance facility is provided to farmers where in 

each crop is insured for a particular sum. Farmers will get insured sum if the 

loss in crop is more than the benchmark fixed earlier. National Agriculture 

Insurance Scheme and recently announced Prime Minister Agriculture 

Insurance schemes provides the crop insurance facility for different crops.  

All the Kishan Credit Card holders and short term agriculture loanees are 

automatically covered under the insurance scheme as it is processed along 

with the loan itself. Though, insurance for non-loaneee farmers is voluntary 

but agriculture department motivates farmers to go for insurance. Despite 

that, district is far behind of achieving 100% crop insurance target. 

Irrigation- Traditional modes, Major, Medium and Minor Irrigation 

Anicuts were constructed at Jobra on the Mahanadi, at Naraj on 

Kathajodi, at Jagatpur on Birupa, at Rudhia on river Budha, at Jenapur on 

Brahmani and at Akhuapada on the river Baitarani to supply irrigated water 

through a network of canal system known as “coast canal” which was 

designed to provide navigable trade. The great scheme was later 

abandoned except Reaches I and II at undivided Cuttack district and reach 

III in Balasore district. Reach I and II of Cuttack district have since been 

silted up and fallen into disuse. 

Construction of Hirakud Dam in the fifties of the current century led to 

thinking of using the power house discharge for supplementing irrigation in 

existing irrigated area under Odisha Canal System in the Mahanadi Delta as 

well as extending same to the new areas of the delta. Work in the new area 
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in the Mahanadi delta started from 1957 in two phases. Out of two phases 

Stage-I aimed at creation of additional irrigation facility in Birupa-Genguty 

island, Nuna-Chitratpola Island and Devi-Biluakhai island. Again the Delta 

Irrigation System is again divided into Delta Stage-I & Delta Stage-II. Under 

Delta Stage-I comes Mahanadi-Kathajodi-Devi doab besides the other doab. 

Under Delta Stage-I, comes Taladanda Canal system. It takes off from 

the right head regulator of Mahanadi barrage at Jobra. Machhogaon Canal 

System which come under this district off takes near Biribati and is now 

about 52.425 Km long. It is navigable up to Biribati lock from the head, and it 

has a discharge of around 39.00 cumec now. This canal is designed to 

irrigate nearly 34,870 ha. in Jagatsinghpur district with some area in Cuttack 

district. This canal has got two escapes at Nawada and    Nailo and four 

weirs at Kaijanga, Nawada, Chatra and Padmapur where there is a drop in 

the FSL of the canal. 

Jagatsinghpur is predominantly an agricultural district. In the past, due 

to lack of irrigation facility, scanty and erratic rainfall, a frequent phenomenon 

and saline inundation of coastal areas the district was subject to recurring 

draughts, famines and scarcity in several years. The vast deltaic plain of 

Jagatsinghpur District is frequently visited by floods caused by the river 

Mahanadi, Devi and Biluakhai.  

The advent of canal irrigation brought big chunks of barren and parched 

lands under cultivation. A pragmatic approach adopted by way of planning 

the agricultural production programmes on rational basis was prepared and it 

started paying quick dividends during the last four decades. 

The need for irrigation was long felt in Odisha towards the middle of the 

nineteenth century. Ironically agriculture was exposed to the vagaries of 

monsoon. Agricultural production was adversely affected due to erratic 

rainfall leading to natural calamities like floods, drought and famine. From 

1803 to 1900, severe floods and inundation thereof occurred 57 times, 

drought and famine 32 times and cyclone 19 times with either of the two 

occurring 21 times and all three ravaged the province six times including 

Jagatsinghpur district. 

 Thus protection of agriculture from floods, drought and famine was the 

primary concern of the people and the government. It necessitated protective 

embankments to arrest the free flow of uncontrolled flood water over 

agricultural land and network of drainage system for channelizing the flood 

water into the sea. Besides, construction of canals to irrigate cultivated lands 

was felt because irrigation would act as insurance against drought and 

famine and will increase productivity. In addition, the government was also 

concerned regarding loss of revenue due to remission of land rent. 
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The first proposal to utilize the waters of river Mahanadi for irrigation 

purpose was made in 1858 by General Sir Arthur Cotton who recommended 

the creation of canal system in Mahanadi with special emphasis on making 

the canal navigable between Odisha and Midnapur and Calcutta port, 

especially at the time when the area was completely devoid of any road or 

train communication. As a sequel to this, the East India Irrigation and Canal 

company was formed in 1860 to take up the construction activities. But due 

to constraint of resource, the company could not show satisfactory progress 

for the irrigation system to be of any real use during the terrible famine of 

1866. But with a view to providing relief to the distressed people, work had to 

be geared up. Hence Government of India purchased the entire scheme for 

a meagre sum of Rs. 109.00 lakh. 

This is the background of construction of canals for irrigation and 

navigation in Odisha and undivided Cuttack district under which 

Jagatsinghpru was a Sub-Division till 1993. The Naraj anicut, the Mahanadi 

anicut and the Taladanda canal were created to check floods and to provide 

irrigation water for agriculture. 

Naraj Anicut 

Below the bifurcation of the Mahanadi and Kathajori and across the 

head of the latter Naraj Anicut was constructed which is a continuation and 

addition to the spur formerly constructed by Major Harris. The spur work 

commenced in 1856 and was completed in 1860. As the spur failed to 

regulate the water of the two Rivers during high floods, the work was handed 

over to the East India Irrigation and Canal Company in 1863. It was decided 

that the company would build the present Anicut which would regulate flow 

of the water of the two Rivers. 

The Naraj Anicut serving for more than a century exhibited signs of 

distress. Replacement of Anicut was therefore imminent since its sudden 

collapse would render irrigation in stage-1 delta (undivided Cuttack district) 

impossible. The Anicut was however reinforced with a new barrage under 

OWRCP funded by World Bank during 1996-2003. 

Mahanadi Anicut 

The Anicut at Jobra across river Mahanadi was constructed with an 

objective to raise the water level during the dry weather to such a height so 

as to give a depth of 8 ft (2.44m) in the canals drawing their supply from it. 

The Mahanadi Anicut has been replaced with new barrage during 1980-

1990 under World Bank Assistance. 
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Taladanda Canal 

As stated above the first positive proposal for canal irrigation came from 

colonel Arthur Cotton on his visit to Odisha in 1858. He was instrumental for 

formation of a joint stock company in England in 1860, styled the East India 

Irrigation company. The company was entrusted to construct the works of 

irrigation, navigation and supply of water in the areas confined to the delta of 

Mahanadi, Brahmani and Baitarani. 

After the great famine of 1866 in Odisha, known as “Na Anka 

Durviksha”, the British administration took up the work of excavating the 

Taladanda Canal. The canal takes off from the right head regulator of 

Mahanadi Anicut at Jobra and runs in a south eastern direction to Biribati 

where Machhagaon canal takes off from it. It is 83 km long from Jobra to 

Choumuhani where it joins the river Mahanadi. From Singitali bridge one 

extension canal has been excavated during 1962 for supplying fresh water 

to Paradeep port and other industries in and around Paradeep Town. 

The certified Ayacut of Taladanda Canal in Jagatsinghpur district under 

Mahanadi South Division is 22825.335 Ha. The length of the main canal is 

54.7km. and the length of distributaries is 444.11km. The details of ayacut 

area and its spread across the Blocks of Jagatsinghpur are shown in the 

following table. 

Sl. No. Name of the Block Certified ayacut (Ha) Khariff Programme for 
15-16(Ha) 

1 Biridi 1456.350 1456.350 

2 Raghunathapur 2881.605 2881.605 

3 Tirtol 7365.790 7365.690 

4 Kujanga 8878.020 8878.020 

5 Erasama 222.610 2220.610 

6 Balikuda 22.960 22.960 

Total  22825.335 22825.335 

Machhogaon Canal 

Machhogaon canal system which takes off from Taladanda Canal near 

Biribati is maintained by Jagatsinghpur Irrigation Division. This Division has 

an Ayacut of 34,869.43 Ha. The entire Ayacut comes under Machhagaon 

Canal System in Delta Stage-I. The Ayacut is being served by 666.54 Km. 

length of canal system, the details of block wise spread of which are 

furnished below.  

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Block Certified Ayacut 
In Ha. 

Programmed for 
Kharif 2015 in Ha. 

1 Cuttack sadar 786.50 786.50 

2 Biridi 5045.64 5045.64 

3 Raghunathpur 3815.26 3815.26 
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4 Jagatsinghpur 11557.65 11557.65 

5 Tirtol 2199.34 2199.34 

6 Naugaon 1216.44 1216.44 

7 Balikuda 10248.60 10248.60 

Total 34869.43 34869.43 

 

Availability of Water Resources in Jagatsinghpur District 

As to the availability of ground water resources in the district, the gross 

recharge of ground water is estimated to be 48683 HM. Natural loss is 3654 

HM. So, availability of net ground water resources is 45029 HM. Ground 

water draft in different sectors as on March‟2009 is as follows: 

1 Irrigation  19397 HM 

2 Domestic consumption 1800 HM 

3 Industrial use 135 HM 

TOTAL    21332 HM 

 

The stage of ground water development is 47.37%. of the 8 blocks in 

the district, 3 blocks namely Balikuda, Kujanga & Naugaon are stated to be 

partially saline & Erasama block is found to be fully saline.  The state of 

ground water development in Kujanga & Naugaon block is 62.38% & 

67.26%, respectively.   As such, considerations of further draft in these two 

blocks need to be carefully handled.  

As regards the availability of surface water for development of Lift 

Irrigation sector, the available discharge of three rivers namely Mahanadi, 

Paika & Devi can be utilised. Moreover, the surplus discharge of drainage 

channel, Hansua; can also be utilised for irrigation through Lift Irrigation 

system. Even in patches of the dead river Alaka; Lift Irrigation system can 

also be developed.  

Status of Existing LI Projects in Jagatsinghpur District 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Block. Total Nos. of L.I. Projects existing 

Nos. Area in Hect. 

TW RL Total TW RL Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Tirtol 205 56 261 2754 1228 3982 

2 Kujanga 9 39 48 142 816 958 
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3 Erasama 3 49 52 49 1144 1193 

4 Raghunathapur 55 9 64 884 180 1064 

5 Biridi 45 4 49 776 80 856 

6 Balikuda 31 33 64 412 1070 1482 

7 Jagatsinghpur 30   30 440   440 

8 Naugaon 76 3 79 1060 120 1180 

TOTAL 454 193 647 6517 4638 11155 

Drainage System 

It is well acknowledged that associated with irrigation, there is the 

problem of water logging in the command area which not only reduces 

agricultural production but also poses a threat to the environment. The 

problem further aggravates with topographic, geographic and meteorological 

factors coupled with other human activities, viz. encroachment of the natural 

drainage paths, injudicious use of irrigation water, development of 

infrastructure on flood prone zones etc. So the long term sustainability needs 

not only the optimal utilization of water resources and management of water 

resources infrastructures but also development of good drainage to curb the 

problem of water logging and consequent development of agricultural 

development. 

So far Jagatsinghpur district is concerned; water logging has a great 

impact upon the socio economic status of the district because still the 

economy of the district is agrarian with major command lying in the coastal 

belt. 

To overcome the difficulties in poor drainage of rain and flood water 

and retrieval of the water-logged area in Jagatsinghpur, with a view to 

increasing the agricultural production, Government of Odisha in the 

Department of Water Resources have undertaken remedial measures for 

which renovation of major drains have been worked out with provision for 

development of drainage. This ambitious programme has started yielding 

encouraging results. 

There is no absolute end to the remedial measures. Rather it is a 

continuous process which needs periodic investment on operation and 

maintenance, dredging of outfall points at regular intervals for effective 

functioning of the system. 

Seepage is a major source of water in places, where irrigation is 

practiced. Manmade seepage usually stems from irrigation development 

works such as canals, reservoirs or similar structures. A.C. comparison of 
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fluctuations in ground water levels and fluctuation in water levels in canals or 

reservoirs indicates whether the structures are leaking. 

The main aspect of drainage is to remove that quantity of water which 

is being supplied in excess of the crop water requirements. This discharge 

capacity consists of two components, the surface run off and the subsurface 

discharge which has been considered for the drainage improvement. 

Jagatsinghpur district has been worst affected due to ill drainage and water 

logging problem overlain or underlain by relative strata or slowly permeable 

strata which impedes percolation and causes poor drainage. 

Poor drainage conditions have developed  water logging either due to 

surface ponding or rising Ground Water Table owing to excess inflow as 

compared to outflow. The water logging affects the productivity and fertility of 

land and thus leads to reduction in the crop yield, in some coastal area due 

to prolonged and frequent water logging mainly leading to salivation and 

alkalization. 

Drainage in the Doab 

Jagatsinghpur District is coming under Doab-1 out of the 17 nos. of 

Doabs comprehensively planned for the entire coastal belt of Odisha. The 

details of Doab-1 comprising major drains are tabulated below- 

 
Sl. 
No 

Name of Drain 
 

Total 
Length 

Catchment 
Area in 

Ha. 

Water 
logged 
area in 

Ha. 

Retrieval 
Area in 

Ha. 

1 Hansua drainage system 98 Km. 65918 44215 1800 

2. Brudhanadi drainage system 31.5 
Km. 

6300 5830 800 

3. Gobari drainage system 33.5 
Km. 

6854 2781 582 

4. Alaka drainage system in Balikuda 
area 

33.34 10175 6550 4300 

5. Alaka drainage system in 
Jagatsinghpur area 

54.40 
Km. 

2142 857 164 

6. Mahanga drainage system 49.85 6500 6500 4500 

7. Mugura drainage system 17.64 2550 1160 950 

8. Baunsajori drainage system 7.20 1446 598 82 

9. Nagapur drainage system 25.40 9756 4798 496 

10 Dhanua drainage system 11.34 2268 941 102 

11 Hayatpur drainage system. 5.60 1134 465 58 

12 Sundarkani drainage system 19.00 3862 2605 266 

13 Basulei drainage system 14.20 2020 755 350 

14. Tigiria drainage system 12.40 2000 676 270 

15 Shankha drainage system 13.50 1900 545 290 

Some design adjustment has been made for the main drain and some 

of the secondary drains, especially in the lower reaches. There, the drains‟ 
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pattern is determined by the differential tide levels at the outfall structure. 

The maximum head appears just before low water at sea. Therefore, the 

flow is intermittent with high peak during maximum discharge and with back 

water effects which occur when the tide is high and gates are closed. The 

design of the drains and the outfall structures have been adopted to these 

conditions. 

A possibility to locate the additional outfall structures into the river in 

upstream reaches, where the drains come close to a river bank has been 

examined. Such extra outfalls would reduce the sensitivity of the system to 

back water effects and local irregularities. 

Farmers have a tendency to use the drains also for irrigation purposes 

by temporarily putting cross bunds across them. This practice however is in 

serious conflict with the purpose of the drainage system.  It makes a reliable 

operation of the drainage net- work impossible. Therefore, precautions 

should be taken so that such misuse of the drainage system does not occur. 

If irrigation-water from the drain is required, the only allowable way is to with 

draw, by pumping, or by doing it in a reliable and fully controlled way which 

does not conflict with the primary drainage purpose and most are badly 

clogged with sediment and water borne plants, particularly water hyacinths 

which constitute an extremely severe problem, and it worsens the already 

poor flow conditions in the drains. Under the project, these drains would be 

cleared resection to a design cross-section channelized where appropriate 

and embanked, as needed particularly in the lower reaches. Check Dams at 

suitable locations have been proposed and is being taken up in the State 

Plan as per the demand of the local farmers. 

Drainage Development Activities in Doab-1 

As stated above Doab-1 bounded with the revenue area between the 

Mahanadi, Kathajodi and Devi rivers covers the district of Jagatsinghpur, the 

improvement work of the drainage system in the DOAB is under the 

jurisdiction of the Drainage Division, Cuttack having two Sub-Divisions at 

Jagatsinghpur and Erasama. The major drainage system in this Doab 

particularly Hansua, is the tragedy of the district; which could not release the 

flood and rain water from its catchments due to siltation that affects a 

substantial part of the district, being water logged mainly in Khariff and 

reduces crop yield drastically. Drainage Organization has taken up the 

improvement work of Hansua drainage system in three reaches.  The 

improvement work of middle reach i.e. from RD 40.76 Km. to 57.54 Km. is 

now completed with an estimated cost of Rs.1140.70 lakh through NABARD 

funding in RIDF and tender of the head reach from RD 00 Km. to 40.76 Km. 

has been received with an estimated cost of Rs.1497.03 lakh. The tail reach 

from RD 57.54 Km. to its outfall point into sea at Jatadhari muhan, is now 
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under survey and investigation for the improvement work and the important 

aspect  of silt clearance at the outfall point at sea i.e. Jatadhari muhan, 

which is a typical work and needs dredging with higher technical assistance 

from experts, unless addressed; the total benefit towards improvement of 

Hansua will not be experienced. 

Another two numbers of major drains associated with Hansua, Brudha 

and Alaka. The improvement work of both the systems has been taken up in 

RIDF through NABARD funding and the works are nearing completion 

except a few link drains. Even on the representation of the local people, the 

improvement work of dead Alaka river has been taken up and the work is 

completed. It will be beneficial to the local people in many ways as stated in 

the grievance petition towards improvement of dead Alaka. Besides, steps 

are being taken for improvement of other small systems as stated above in 

the Drainage Improvement Plan (DIP) Scheme during coming five years.                                 

Embankments 

Jagatsinghpur District is being protected by 610.15 Km. of 

Embankments of different classifications as detailed below. The entire area 

is subjected to high flood and tidal surge of Bay of Bengal. A Network of 

drainage channels in the area being blocked during flood also causes 

parallel problem of water logging. Added together, flood situation in the 

District is indeed the greatest sorrow and is being handled with due diligence 

on a regular basis. The meandering action of the rivers creates frequent new 

situations and challenges to be addressed during current years.   

Attempts have been made to propose major restorations through mega 

funding schemes but still problems persist. With available annual funds, 

repair and restoration works are being taken up. This year with allotted 

funds, all repair and restoration works have been made to all embankments 

to face any unexpected challenges. Arrangement is being made for 

temporary protection measures at critical points.  All sluices have also been 

repaired in view of ensuing flood situation. 

The Capital Embankment (C.E.) on Mahanadi right is the main flood 

protective and communication embankment for people of Jagatsinghpur 

District. The Mahanadi left embankment (OAE) No.77 (B) from 

Krishnanandapur to Sarali and the Paika right embankment (OAE) No.62(B) 

from Krishnanandapur to Sarali are used for flood protection to Mahanadi - 

Paika Doab (Island). The embankment OAE No.61(B) on Paika left is used 

for flood protection and communication by people of both Jagatsinghpur & 

Kendrapara Districts. 209.65 Km length of Saline Embankment and 6 Nos of 

gherries are constructed to protect the areas coming under Erasama Block 

of Jagatsinghpur District from Saline ingress.  
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Now a days there exists four types of embankments as follows. The 

major flood embankments are categorized as capital embankment. The 

O.A.E. & saline embankment are those constructed chiefly as protective 

embankments for protecting land and houses from flood water and saline 

water respectively during floods and tides. These embankments also serve 

as road communication in the interiors for vehicular traffic. The Test Relief 

Embankments are mainly constructed out of Flood Relief Grant (FDR) 

released by the Revenue Departments. All C.E. and O.A.E embankments 

are maintained by water Resources Department. The details are given in the 

following tables. 

SI.  
No. 

Details of  
Embankment 

Length of 
Embankment in Km. 

under Mahanadi 
South Division 

Length of 
Embankment in 

Km. under 
Jagatsinghpur 

Irrigation Division 

Total Length  
of Embankment 

in Km. 

1 Capital Embankment 51.50 91.28 142.78 

2 Other Agriculture 
Embankment 

98.27 50.70 148.97 

3 T.R. Embankment 41.52 11.40 52.92 
4 Saline Embankments 209.65 55.90 265.55 

 Total 400.94 209.28 610.22 

 

List of Embankments under Jagatsinghpur Irrigation Division 

SI. 
No 

Name of Embankment TYPE AND LENGTH OF EMBANKMENT (IN KM.) 
Capital 

Embalmment 
Other  

Agricultural 
Embankment 

Saline 
Embankment 

T.R 
Embankment 

1 Kathajodi left embankment from 
Kaijanga to Kantapada 

7.07    

2 Biluakhai left embkt. from Kantapada 
to Krutibasapatana 

6.44    

3 Biluakhai left embkt. 9C.E N0.86A 
from Krutibaspatana to Mundilo 

9.28    

4 Devi left embkt. (C.E No.87A) from 
Mundilo to Dahanikhia 

33.70    

5 C.E No.87A on Alaka left from 
Machhagaon to Bharioda 

 9.70   

6 Devi left embkt. from Dahanikhia to 
Muguranallah 

10.00    

7 Biluakhai right from Sankharisahi to 
Nilamahal 

13.80    

8 Devi left embkt. from Sankharisahi to 
Nilamahal 

11.00    

9 Hansua right embkt. from 
Purunabasanta to Badpal 

 26.00   
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10 Rankei left embankment  2.00   

11 Rankei right embankment  4.00   

12 Tuntuna left embankment form Sogal 
to Podana 

 5.00   

13 Devi left embkt. from Muguranalla to 
Balabhadrapur via Sribantapur, 
Podaruan, Balipatana, Gandakula, 
Bairakh, Dhanuharbellari, Bandar and 
Kathagadi. 

  36.50  

14 Devi left embkt. from Muguranalla to 
Balabhadrapur via Apandara, 
Panitira & Naugaon 

  10.00  

15 Prasanpur Saline Gherry   6.40  

16 Basanta Saline Gherry   3.00  

17 T.R embkt. from Borikina to Sumuda    11.40 

18 Devi left embkt.(Talada Island from 
Suankana to Rishol via Chhelikulia & 
Tarasahi) 

 4.00   

Total 91.28 50.70 55.90 11.40 

Pani Panchayat 

Involving the farmers in the irrigation management system is 

considered crucial for efficient use of available irrigation water. In this context 

Participatory Irrigation Management (PIM) has an important role to play. 

Accordingly, the Government of Odisha with a view to providing equitable, 

timely and assured irrigation has introduced the concept of Pani Panchayat 

for PIM. From 2000-01 the Pani Panchayats are working in the state as well 

as in Jagatsinghpur district.     

Animal Husbandry, Animal Diseases 

Animal husbandry is the most important income generating activity in 

rural households. Over 80 percent of rural households in Odisha keep 

livestock of one species or the other as a source of livelihood and for home 

consumption. The State Agricultural policy aims at increasing the production 

and productivity on dairy, poultry and other animal husbandry activities 

through scientific breeding, balanced feeding, adequate health care, better 

marketing facilities and improved management practices. 

Development of animal resources in Jagatsinghpur district has its 

positive impact on creation of employment opportunities and generating 

income in rural households. The livestock population in this district has been 

depicted in the following Table. 
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Livestock Population – 2007 in Jagatsinghpur District 

Sl. 
No. 

Category Number 

01. Cattle   
(i) Indigenous  
(ii) Cross bread & Exotic  

134744 
56146 

02. Buffalo  11297 
03. Sheep  28067 
04. Goat  171438 
05. Pig  6214 
06. Total  407906 (1.77) 
07. Poultry  450471 (2.19) 

Figures in the parentheses indicate percentage to total 

Source: Directorate of Animal Husbandry and veterinary Services, Cuttack 

The table reveals that total livestock of the Jagatsinghpur district is only 

1.77% of the total stock of Odisha and poultry population is 2.19% of the 

total poultry population of the state. So there is a need for promoting animal 

husbandry in Jagatsinghpur district to enhance income and employment of 

rural people.  

The estimated production of milk, meat and egg in Jagatsinghpur 

district has been highlighted in the following table. 

Estimated production of Milk, Meat and Egg in  

Jagatsinghpur District – 2010-11 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Item Production Percentage to total production of the State 
(Odisha) 

1 2 3 4 
01. Milk  92800 MT 5.56% 
02. Meat  2753.32 MT 3.71% 
03. Egg  823.30 Lakh 3.49% 

Source: Directorate of Animal Husbandry and veterinary services, Cuttack. 

The Table reveals that the contribution of Jagatsinghpur district to total 

milk production, meat production and egg production stands at 5.56%, 

3.71% and 3.49% respectively. There is an ample scope of promoting 

production, processing and marketing of milk with the help of OMFED for the 

economic development of rural farming community. 

Milk Marketing Network in Jagatsinghpur District 

The daily milk production of this district is about 2.75 lakh litres out of 

which about 2 lakh litres are being commercially procured by agencies like 

OMFED, Kamadhenu Milk Mantra, Highway dairy and Nandini dairy. Beside 

OMFED, the private companies like Kamadhenu, Milk Mantra, Highway 

dairy, and Nandini dairy are also operating the bulk coolers for chilling of 

procured milk and sending it to their respective processing plants. The cold 
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storages infrastructure of OMFED, Kamadhenu, Milk Mantra, Highway dairy, 

Nandini dairy are as follows: 

OMFED 

Sl. 
No. 

Place Type of Infrastructure Capacity in 
Litre 

Remarks 

1.  Tirtol Chilling & Processing 
Plant 

50,000  

2.  Ambasal Chilling Plnat 30,000  
3.  Jaisola Bulk Cooler 5,000  
4.  Kantuar Bulk Cooler 5,000  
5.  Nagapur Bulk Cooler 2,000  
6.  Sainagar Bulk Cooler 1,000  
7.  Kolara Bulk Cooler 1,000  
8.  Baisimouja Bulk Cooler 1,000  
9.  Deriki Bulk Cooler 5,000 Not started 

functioning 
10.  Bhatapada Bulk Cooler 5,000 Not started 

functioning 
11.  Rameswar Bulk Cooler 5,000 Under 

Construction 

 

Kamadhenu 
Sl. 
No. 

Place Type of Infrastructure Capacity in Litre Remarks 

1.  Ichhapur, 
Balikuda 

Chilling Plant 40,000  

2.      

 

Milk Mantra 
Sl. 
No. 

Place Type of Infrastructure Capacity in Litre Remarks 

1.  Tertanga Bulk Cooler 5,800  
2.  Dasabatia Bulk Cooler 6,000  
3.  Deriki Bulk Cooler 5,000  
4.  Baredia Bulk Cooler 5,800  
5.  Dihasahi Bulk Cooler 5,000  

 

Highway Dairy 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Place Type of Infrastructure Capacity in Litre Remarks 

1.  Hajiput Chilling & Processing Plant 1,000  

 

Animal Diseases, Veterinary Health Facilities 

Animal health care facilities are basically required to control and 

eradicate animal diseases and to facilitate artificial insemination and 

livestock breeding etc which is helpful in promoting the animal husbandry.  
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Veterinary Health Facilities 

In Jagatsinghpur district animal health care is being provided through a 

network of 13 veterinary hospitals and dispensaries, 89 livestock Aid 

centres, 335 artificial insemination centres with 62 livestock inspections and 

19 VAS & Add. VASs. During 2013-14, 180856 no of animals were treated, 

389580 inoculations were done, 125821 animals were castrated, 125821 

artificial inseminations were made and 25971- male & 26260-female progeny 

were born. 

Fisheries and Growth 

Jagatsinghpur District is having a coastline of 67 km and abundant 

inland water coverage. Jagatsinghpur being a maritime district have 

production potential in freshwater, brackish water and marine fisheries 

resources. 

Resource Profile 
Sl. No. Category of Resource Area in Hectare 

1 2 3 
01. Freshwater 14739.68 
02. Brackish Water  5459.10 
03. Marine Coastline  67 kms 

Source: Deputy Director of Fisheries & DFO-cum-CEO, FFDA, Jagatsinghpur 

The resource profile depicted in the Table indicates that there are 

14739.68 hectares for freshwater fisheries, 5459.10 hectares for brackish 

water fisheries and a 67 km of coastline for marine fisheries in Jagatsinghpur 

District.  

Freshwater fish production in Jagatsinghpur district as recorded in the 

following Table reveals that the rank of the district in freshwater fish 

production is varying between 17 and 19 in the state of Odisha having 30 

districts. Ganjam District has topped the list with Rank-I. Unfortunately there 

are no reservoirs in Jagatsinghpur district. The freshwater fish production is 

mainly from ponds, tanks, rivers, canals, swamps and vheels.  

Freshwater Fish Production in Jagatsinghpur District (in MT) 

Sl. No. Year Fish Production in MT Rank in the State (30 districts) 
01. 2008-09 5226.43 19 
02. 2009-10 5556.20 18 
03. 2010-11 5413.67 19 
04. 2011-12 5900.50 17 
05. 2012-13 6376.00 19 
06. 2013-14 6408.55 19 

(Source: Odisha Fisheries Statistics-2014 Directorate of Fisheries, Odisha, Cuttack) 

The above Table reveals that the freshwater fish production is also 

increasing over time.  
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Brackish water prawn culture 

Jagatsinghpur district has topped the list among Balasore, Bhadrak, 

Kendrapara, Puri and Ganjam (all coastal districts) for brackish water prawn 

culture. The Table below shows the year wise quantity in MT. 

Brackish water prawn culture in Jagatsinghpur District 

(Source:  Odisha Fisheries Statistics-2014 Directorate of Fisheries, Odisha, Cuttack) 

 It is observed from the above Table that total Brackish Water fish 

production in 2012-13 has been 4397.90 MT and Jagatsinghpur district has 

been placed in the 2
nd

 position next to Khordha district. 

Resource-wise Brackish Water Fish Production in Jagatsinghpur 
District for the year 2012-13 is given below: 

Sl. No. Category Quantity in MT 
1 2 3 

01. Culture Shrimp  2650.48 
02. Capture  Fish 

(Estuaries) Prawn Crab 
888.22 
852.00 
07.20 

03. Total Brackish Water Fish production  4397.90 

(Source: Directorate of Fisheries, Odisha, Cuttack) 

Craft-wise Marine Fish Catch in Jagatsinghpur for the year 2012-13 is 
as follows: 

Sl. No. Craft Sub Craft Quantity in MT 
01. Mechanised  Troller  

Grill Water  
Total  

24244.95 
3400.88 

27645.84 
02. Motorised  IBM 

OBM 
BLL 
Total  

2278.64 
1240.84 

- 
3519.48 

03. Non Mechanised   1805.37 
04. Total Catch   32970.69 

(Source: Directorate of Fisheries, Odisha, Cuttack) 

Jagatsinghpur district has got the top position in the craft wise marine 

fish catch in 2012-13 among the six coastal districts i.e. Balasore, Puri, 

Bhadrak, Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur. The above Table shows that total 

catch was 32970.69 MT in 2012-13. 

There is ample scope for boosting fish production by adopting scientific 

method of culture and fishing operations in deep sea by transmitting 

Sl. No. Year Quantity in MT 
01. 2008-09 2305.93 
02. 2009-10 2046.19 
03. 2010-11 2155.70 
04. 2011-12 2520.77 
05. 2012-13 2650.48 
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technology by which the economic development of the district will be 

augmented and economic status of fishermen and fish farmers can be 

boosted. 

Forestry: Importance, Management, Rights and Concessions 

The little forests found in Jagatsinghpur District are of moist mixed 

deciduous Forests, North tropical deciduous forest. Forest Type prevalent in 

this district is the Sal dominated mixed deciduous forest. The forest cover 

area of the district is 133 Sq.Km., out of geographical area of 1668 sq.km. 

which is a moderately dense forest, and 127 sq.km. is open forest. The 

district is having 132.92 km. of DLC forest area. However on introduction of 

Forest Rights Act, 2006, 47 titles have been distributed to the forest dwellers 

involving about 31.83 acres of forest land (report as on 30.09.2015-source: 

SC and ST Dept., Govt. of Odisha). 

The Dhartang Garh PRF comprising an area of 112.92 ha. of forest 

stands for scenic beauty  and an excellent habitat for wildlife. Its radius is 

07Km .This forest is surrounded by Gopalpur G.P of Jagatsinghpur district. 

This forest consists of variety of flora and fauna and some rare species of 

medicinal plants such as Satabari, bishalyakarani, Patalgaruda, kochila, 

Karanja, Ashok, Amla, Bela and tree species like Teak, Bamboo, Mahagani, 

Deodaru, Panasa etc. and wildlife like deer, monkey, jungle mouse, fox, 

hyna and different types of birds such as, koel, chilla, jhinka, pecha, 

Rajamani, Haladibasanta, Kumbhatua, Badudi etc. Visitor immunity and 

recreational facilities have been developed for casual visitors to the forest 

and for wild life lovers. Local villagers have been motivated to help forest 

people immensely in tracking down the poachers to control the wildlife crime 

and ensure forest protection. Hence a VSS has been formed comprising 

local inhabitants from Goplapur village and Pandra village. 

The Kilipal PRF comprises an area of 161.98 ha of forest. Its radius is 

11.60km .This forest is protected by Paruna VSS. They keep a constant 

watch on the forest arranging roster duty, as a result of which, forest density 

is showing an upward trend. 

Natural Calamities 

 As a coastal district Jagatsinghpur is prone to the ravages of natural 

calamities. One calamity or the other occurs in this district almost every 

alternate year. Agriculture is a casualty of nature‟s furry. A summary picture 

of some of the recent calamities is presented in the following table. 
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Occurrences of different types of Natural Calamities in Jagatsinghpur district 

Sl No 
Type of 
Calamity 

Year 
No. of villages 

affected 
Estimated Value of crop loss  

(In Rs.) 
1 2 3 4 10 
1 Flood 1995 92 39,200,000 
2 Drought 1996 1142 2,000,043,000 

3 
Super 
Cyclone 

1999 1320 300,042,000 

4 Flood 2001 311 33,343,000 
5 Flood 2003 122 29,200,000 
6 Heavy rain 2005 87 7,200,000 
7 Flood 2006 117 10,091,000 
8 Flood 2008 188 43,176,000 
9 Flood 2011 126 20,092,500 

10 
Cyclone 
(PHAILIN) 

2013 699 50,000,000 

11 Heavy rain 2013 500 11,500,000 
12 Flood 2014 561 21,100,000 

 

(Source: Emergency Officer, Jagatsinghpur) 

 The table clearly reflects the huge loss to agriculture in the district. This 

list is not exhaustive as it shows a record of only major calamities. 

Calamities of smaller magnitude have also occurred and the loss to 

agriculture there from, though small, is not less damaging. 

 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-V 

INDUSTRIES 

Introduction 

Jagatsinghpur is basically an agrarian district having more than one 

lakh hectares of cultivated land with a good yield of crops like paddy, 

sugarcane, pulses, etc. This district was carved out from the undivided 

district of Cuttack in 1993. Prior to this, Industry development in this district 

was rudimentary. During 1994-95 it is observed from the trend that only 4 

nos. of Industrial units were registered with an investment of Rs. 2.31 lakh, 

generating employment for 23 persons. Gradually that trend attained peak 

when about 50 nos. of units were registered with investment of Rs.208.21 

lakh, creating employment for 279 persons in 2009-10. It is heartening to 

note that by 31
st
 March 2015 industrial units were raised from 50 to 1029 

units. This is the scenario of industrial growth in the newly carved out 

Jagatsinghpur district since 1993. 

Change 

Young Jagatsinghpur has arduously ventured to embark upon a new 

industrial portal so as to emerge as the industrial capital of the eastern 

region of the country with the augmentation of Praddep Port as the First 

Major Port in the Eastern Coast of India. 

In Jagatsinghpur district there are 08 nos. of large scale Industries: 

1. IFFCO (Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd.) 

2. PPL (Paradeep Phosphates Ltd.) 

3. Goa Carbon Ltd. 

4. Cargill India Ltd. 

5. SAB Miller India Ltd. 

6. Essar Steel India & Power (Odisha) Ltd. 

7. Maitri Rice Mill of Tirtol Block. 

8. IOCL. (Indian Oil Corporation Ltd.)  

One Plastic park will come up at Rangiagad (Paradeep) for 

establishment of Downstream MSMEs of IOCL (polypropylene). The land 

acquisition completed and infrastructure development is going on by IDCO. 

As IOCL will function completely by 2015, there is immense opportunity of 

setting up of Ancillary & Downstream MSMEs in the district. 
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Present Status of Different Projects of Land Acquisition 

Land Acquisition for IOCL 

Land Acquisition for IOCL has since been completed from 2002 and 

company is in commissioning stage. The 3
rd

 RPDAC meeting was held on 

06.09.2015 and minutes of the meeting has already been released w.e.f. 

03.01.2015. 

Paradip refinery is Indian Oil‟s most prestigious and capital intensive 

project till date and this will be the 11th refinery of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 

It is configured to contribute enormously to the capacity and profitability of 

Indian Oil. The Refinery is located at Paradip on the east coast of India, in 

the State of Odisha, at a distance of approx. 5 Km from Paradip Port. The 

site is about 90 Km by road from Cuttack and about 120 Km from 

Bhubaneswar, the Capital of Odisha, which is well connected by road, rail & 

air with other parts of the country. 

The Refinery site is spread over a total area of 3344 acres which is 

divided by Santra Creek into two parts. The approach roads to Refinery Site 

include a 4 lane road from National Highway - 5A to Refinery and a Coastal 

Road from Roll-On-Roll-Off (RO – RO) Jetty to Plant for Movement of ODC 

(Over Dimensional Consignment). 

Paradip Refinery 

Crude Receipt: Paradip Refinery is designed for processing 15 MMTPA 

of High Sulphur Heavy Crude Oil. Crude oil is imported through VLCC, 

unloaded at Single Point Mooring (SPM)-2 and transferred to crude oil 

storage tanks (11 nos. each of 60000 KL) through dedicated crude pipelines. 

During Outage of SPM-2 crude oil will be received through tankers at south 

jetty. Also, opportunity crude will be received through south jetty owned by 

Paradip Port Trust (PPT). 
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Refining: Paradip Refinery has more than 20 process units, which 

together process the basic feedstock, crude oil, to obtain various products 

deploying the major refining processes such as Crude Oil Distillation 

(Atmospheric & Vacuum Unit by FWEL), Hydro-treating (DHDT by Shell, 

VGO-HDT by Axens, NHT by UOP), Catalytic Cracking (FCC-Indmax 

technology developed by IOC, R&D), Catalytic Reforming (CCR Platforming 

by UOP) and Delayed Coking (DCU by FWEL) etc. The refinery envisages 

suitable offsite and utility facilities such as Crude, intermediate & Product 

Storage tanks, Raw/Cooling/DM water systems, N2/H2 generation & 

distribution system, Fuel Oil/Fuel Gas/Flare system, Steam & Power 

generation & distribution systems and Effluent treatment plant etc. 

Products: Major products from Paradip Refinery are premium grade 

Motor Spirit (MS) of Euro-IV quality (95 RON) and High Speed Diesel (HSD) 

of Euro-IV quality (10 ppmw max. Sulphur). The other products from this 

Refinery comprise of Propylene (Petrochemical grade), LPG, Naphtha, 

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) and Kerosene. Major byproducts from the 

refinery are Petroleum Coke (Petcoke) and Sulphur. 

Product Evacuation: About 3.5 MMTPA of liquid products (LPG, MS, 

SKO & HSD) will be evacuated by rail/road through marketing terminal at 

Paradip after augmentation of existing facilities. Adjacent to the present 

Marketing terminal, a new LPG terminal having facilities for rail and road 

dispatch is being put up with LPG supply from the refinery. In addition to this, 

0.5 MMTPA of LPG evacuation is planned to be done through Paradip-

Haldia-Budge-Budge-Kalyani-Durgapur pipeline. Approx. 2 MMTPA of MS, 

Kerosene & HSD is planned to be evacuated through proposed Paradip-

New Sambalpur-Ranchi-Raipur product pipeline. Byproducts sulphur (0.35 

MMTPA) and Petcoke (1.5 MMTPA) is planned to be sold to nearby 



 
 

88 

industries. Propylene (0.2 MMTPA) will be dispatched by tanker or coastal 

mode until the PP (polypropylene) unit proposed to be installed at Paradip 

becomes operational. Balance liquid (MS, DPK, HSD, Naphtha, Propylene) 

products (6 MMTPA) will coastally be evacuated through North jetty 

(existing) or South Jetty (proposed) at PPT for domestic consumption or 

export. 

Land Acquisition for POSCO Ltd. 

POSCO is in need of Ac.4004 dec. of land in the village Nuagaon, 

Dhinkia, Noliasahi, Govindpur, Polang, Bayanalkandha and Bhuyanpal for 

construction of a Mega Steel Plant there on. Out of the above land only 

Ac.437.68 dec. are of private land. One Nishakar Khatua has filed a writ 

petition before the Hon‟ble High Court, Odisha and Hon‟ble Court have 

ordered to maintain status quo. However, Govt. of Odisha in its high level 

committee have decided to withdraw the proposal of acquisition of private 

land, but the withdrawal proposal has not yet been received from IDCO. 

ESSAR Steel Ltd. at Paradeep 

Ac 1268.06 dec of private land from three villages i.e. Nuagarh, 

Udayabat and Bijayachandrapur is being acquired in 1
st
 phase of Essar 

Steel Ltd. More than 80% payment of compensation in respect of all the 3 

villages i.e. Udayabata, Nuagarh and Bijayachandrapur has been completed 

and handed over to IDCO. 

R&R plan has not yet been prepared by ESSAR. Even the site for 

Rehabilitation Colony not selected. 

Beneficiation Plant situated at Dabuna is in close proximity of Low Fe 

contented mines at Joda sector of Odisha state. The pellet plant situated at 

Paradeep to port pellet easily for in house steel producing units, which is 

253 km distance from the mine. Iron ore Fe can be upgraded to a higher of 

66 % iron ore content through beneficiation process. 

Hydro transportation of the beneficiated iron ore concentrate through 

pipeline is found to be most environment *friendly and economical when 

compared to other modes of transportation. Iron Ore slurry is transported 

through a 20 inch diameter pipe buried under ground between the 

beneficiation plant and terminal station of Paradeep, stretching a distance of 

253 Km pipe. 

The World‟s third longest Iron ore slurry pipeline runs through the 

toughest terrains of Orissa and ends at Paradeep. It is an underground 

slurry pipeline and the profile of the complete pipeline has been shown 

below. It has been commissioned in June 2014 and remains in continuous 

operation since then. 
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Beneficiation Plant Process 

The present facility of beneficiation plant is 10.7 MTPA throughout at 

Dabuna. Iron ore received from different mines is stacked in stockpile. It is a 

complete wet process; hence the fines are mixed with water and screened. 

Slime content is removed through screw classifiers and the fines are further 

ground in primary grinding circuit and later processed in the beneficiated 

circuit. Further, to attain the required size for pellet making, iron ore slurry is 

reground in regrind mills and dischargeds to thickeners for desired density. 

Thickener underflow as concentrate is pumped to slurry tanks and 

subsequently pumped to Pellet plant. 

Pellet making process 

At the Paradeep pipeline terminal, incoming slurry is stored in tanks 

that feed Pressure filters. These remove the remaining water from the slurry. 

The concentrate‟s moisture content is adjusted and additives like limestone, 

bentonite and coal are added. It is then conveyed to the balling discs for 

pelletizing. 

The pellets are screened and classified by size before being fired in the 

induration furnace. Oversize and undersize materials return to the balling 

discs. Fired pellets are conveyed to the stockpile area through conveyors. 

The final product is a direct reduction and blast furnace pellet for steel 

making. The plants have an annual production capacity of 12 Mt of pellets. 

Presently 6 Mt is the annual production. 

Benefits of Slurry Pipeline Operation 

In the recent developments, pipeline transportation system has 

emerged as an important solution for transportation of different raw 

materials including minerals and fuels etc. It is more beneficial in all respects 

compared to rail and road transport, 

Some advantages are as follows - 

1. It is a safe and reliable mode of transport system. 

2. Finer material can be used for transported without creating any air 

pollution. 

3. It is environment friendly as it releases avg. 80% less carbon 

emission compared to conventional mode of transport i.e by road and rails 

for tonne/km of material transport. 

Using pipeline method of transportation, the consumption of fossil fuels 

will be comparatively reduced and hence, their availability for future will be 

increased 
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IFFCO Ltd. at Paradeep 

As against Ac 821.66 payment for Ac 737.97 land has already been 

made. Since more than 80% of compensation in respect of all three villages 

has been paid, possession of all three villages have been handed over to 

IDCO. 

The Paradeep unit of Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Limited 

(IFFCO) is located near village Musadia, Paradeep, Jagatsinghpur. The unit 

was originally constructed by M/s. Oswal Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited 

(OCFL) and commissioned in the year 2000. The plant was operated under 

OCFL management till take over by IFFCO on 01.10.2005. 

IFFCO Paradeep Unit is having following facilities spread over an area of 2077 acres. 
 

S.N. Plant Daily 

Capacity 

(TPD) 

Annual 

Capacity 

(TPA) 

Technology 

Supplier 

1 Complex Fertiliser 

Plant 

3 X 2090 19,20,000 M/s Jacobs Engg. Grc jp 

Inc. USA 

2 Phosphoric Acid 

Plant 

1 x 2650 874,500 M/s Jacobs Engg. Group 

Inc. USA 

3 Sulphuric Acid Plant 2 X 3500 23,10,000 M/s Lurgi GmbH, 

Germany 

4 Power Plant 2 x 55 MW 871,200 MWH M/s LMZ, Russia 

5 AFBC boiler 2 x 2640 17,42,400 M/s Thermax, India 

6 Effluent 

Treatment Plant 

1 x 4800 

m
3
/hr 

15,84,000 M/s Aireff Detox 

Ineineration Limited 
 

The main raw materials Rock Phosphate, Sulphur, Sulfuric Acid and 

Ammonia are imported from various countries. These raw materials are 

unloaded by unloading system at IFFCO Jetty in Paradeep Port. The raw 

water required for the unit is supplied from the Taldanda Canal, which is 2 

KM away from the plant site. The annual requirements of the raw materials 

at rated capacity of the complex are as follows. 

S.N. Raw Materials Annual Requirement Source 

1 Rock Phosphate 2,800,000 MT Jordan, Peru, Morocco, 

Vietnam, Egypt, 

2 Sulphur 650,000 MT Middle East 

3 Ammonia 400,000 MT Middle East, Ukraine 
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4 Sulfuric Acid As per the need Japan, Korea, Australia, 

German
1
' Indigenous 

5 MOP As per the need Canada. Belarus 

IFFCO Paradeep has been certified for ISO 14001:2004 and OSHAS 

18001:2007 certificates obtained from Bureau Veritas. Both the certificates 

are valid upto 15th July 2017 

IFFCO Paradeep has been certified for ISO 50001:2011 Energy 

management System (EnMS) from QS Zurich which is valid  upto 13th Feb. 

2017 

Deepak Fertilizer Ltd. at Paradeep 

Ac 14.41 dec of private land in the village Bagadia and Chaukimatha is 

being acquired for Deepak Fertilizer Ltd. Payment of compensation in 

respect of 80% of land has been completed and possession of two villages 

have been handed over to IDCO. 

i) Micro & Small Enterprises on Food & Allied sectors, chemical & allied 

sector, electrical & electronics, engineering & metal based, livestock & 

leather, paper & paper products, repairing & servicing in Agricultural allied 

sectors have been installed in hundreds in the district. These are Resource 

Based Enterprises. 

ii) Large Scale Industries/Public sector undertaking like IFFCO, Cargil 

India (P) Ltd., Goa Carbons Ltd., Sab Miller India Ltd., Paradeep Phosphate 

Ltd, Paradeep Port Trust, Essar Steel & Power Ltd. etc. are already in active 

production phases. IOCL also has been commissioned since April‟2015. The 

above industries create a great scope for Ancillary and Downstream 

Enterprises. 

iii) Medium projects, like Suryodyog, Falcon Marines, Kalinga Engineering 

etc. have made themselves stable in earning Foreign Exchange by trading 

marine products. 

iv) The P.P.T (Paradeep Port Trust) is itself the largest unit which is 

operating in the district. Paradeep Port itself attracts good inflow of people 

from outside, which creates a scope for growth of support service( Demand 

Based Enterprise) like home appliances, hotel sector, tailoring, laundry, dry 

cleaners, beauty parlour, DTP & Internet etc. chilling plant, cold storage, 

Tent house, Mobile repairing, Automobile garage, Nursing home, cycle/bike 

repairing, restaurants, dhaba, tyre resoling, Xerox/lamination etc.  

v) Although no mineral is available in the district, the available resources 

and raw materials in Jagatsinghpur district and local demand based MSMEs 

like: Milk products manufacturing, Animal feed manufacturing, Readymade 
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Garments, Power loom fabrics, Jam/Jelly/Pickles/soft drinks, voltage 

stabiliser manufacturing, printing press, steel furniture, fabrication units, 

paints, spices grinding, phenyl production, dry fish manufacturing, coconut 

oil mill, groundnut oil mill, Dal processing, rice mill, flour mill, coir mats & 

ropes, cold storage, packaged drinking water etc are suggested. 

 

Large Scale Industries in Jagatsinghpur District 

DIC – Jagatsinghpur 

 
SI. 
No
. 

Name & Address of 
the Plant with 

Telephone No./FAX 
No./Email ID etc. 

Registered Office 
Address of the 

Plant with 
Telephone  

No./ FAX No./Email 
ID 

Name & Designation 
of Head of the 
Plant/Contact 
Officer with 

Telephone No./ FAX 
No./Email ID 

Item of the  
Production  
of the Plant 

Installed 
capacity 

Investme
nt In 

(Crore) 

Employ- 
ment 
(Nos.) 

Area 
covered 
(Land 

allotted  
in acre) 

1 M/S GOA CARBON 
LIMITED  
At-Udayaba 
Paradeepgarh, 
Paradeep Dist-
Jagatsinghpur Email 
ID-pclvDSter(a)grr 
ail.com WEBSITE-
www.goacarbon.com 

At-Dempo House, 
Campal, Panjim, 
Goa - 403 001  
Tel. No. (91) (832) 
2441300 
Fax: (91) (832) 
2225098, 
22427192 
Email: 
ceo@goacarbon.co
m 

R.Ravi, General 
Manager(Operation) 
Mobile No- 
9937010882 

RPC 
(Raw 

Petroleum 
Coke) 

& 
CPC (Calcined 

Petroleum 
Coke) 

125000 
MT 

56.22 371 13.4 

2 M/S SAB Miller India 
Ltd. At-East Coast 
Brewery, Paradeep, 
Dist-Jagatsinghpur, 
Pin- 754142 
Website-www 
.submiller.in 
www.talk.in 

Corporate Office- 
6th Floor, Green 
Heart Building 
Mfar,Manyata Tech 
Park, Phase IV, 
Nagavar 
Village,Bangalore - 
560045, 
Karnataka, India. 
Tel: +91 (80) 3949 
9999 

1) Mr.Sandeep 
Dubey, General 
Manager Mobile-
7894452320 Email 
ID- 
sandeep.dubey@in.
sabm iller.com 

2) Chittaranjan 
Mishra, Manager 
HR  
Mobile No.-
7894410345 

Manufacturing  
of Beer 

200000  
Hecto Itr. 

23.44 224 30 

3 M/S Cargill India Pvt. 
Ltd. At-Oil Terminal 
Road, Atharabanki, 
Paradeep, Dist-
Jagatsinghpur,Pin- 
754142 
Website-www 
.cargill.com 

Cargill India Pvt. 
Ltd. 14th Floor, 
Building 9 A DLF 
Cyber City, Phase 
III Gurgaon-122002 
(Haryana), India Tel 
+91 124 2358939 
Fax+91 124 
2358973 

Somanath Behera, 
Contact Officer 
Mobile No.- 
9178457321 

Refined Edible 
Oil 

131925 
MT 

92.35 204 22.7 

4 M/S ESSAR STEEL 
INDIA LTD, ODISHA 
OPERATIONS  
At- Udayabate,, 
Paradeepgarh, 
Paradeep. Dist-
Jagatsingipur 
Website- www 
.essar.com 

Prakash Deep 
Building- 10th floor, 
7 - Tolstoy Marg 
New Delhi -110 001 
Telephone: +91-11- 
43501000 
Fax: +91-11-
43501046/ 47 

Sri. A.S Prasad, 
Head,Pellet Plant 
Paradeep Mobile 
NO.-7381007000 
Email ID-
asrinivasa.prasad 
@essar.com 

Iron Ore Pellet 6MMTP
A 

4000 1090 297 

5 M/S PARADEEP 
PHOSPHATES 
LIMITED At-P.P.L 
Township, Paradeep, 
Dist-Jagatsingnpur, 
Pin- 754145 Website- 
www.paradee 
pphosphates.c om 
Email-
info@paraphos.com 

Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru Marg, 
Bhubaneswar-
751001 
Orissa 
Ph : 91(674) 
2393931/ 2391669 
Fax: 91(674) 
2392631  
Mobile : 94370 
77123 E-Mail: 
connect@paraphos
.com 

Mr.Sangram Keshari 
Swain, 
Manager(Personnel 
& 
IR) 
Mobile No.- 
9937297606 
Tel. No.-
06722259600 

a) Di 
Ammonium 
Phosphates(DA
P) 

b) NPK Grades 
Complex 
Fertilizers 

1500000 
MT 

1025.89 1514 2292.10 

6 INDIAN FARMERS 
FERTILISER 
COOPERATIVE 
LTD.(IFFCO) At-

IFFCO Sadan, C-l, 
District Centre, 
Saket Place, 
New Delhi -110017 

A.K Panda, 
Sr.General Manager 
Mobile No.- 
9937289815  

a) DAP(18:46:0
0) 

b) NP(20:20:00
:13) 

1920000 
MT 

4432.92 3849 2077.18 

http://www.paradee/
mailto:connect@paraphos.com
mailto:connect@paraphos.com
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Musadia,P.O-
Paradeep, Dist-
Jagatsinghpur,Pin- 
754142 
Website-www.iffco.in 

Phone: OH- 
42592626,2654262
5  
Fax: 011-42592650 

Email ID- 
akpanda@iffco.in 

c) NPK- 
I(10:26:26) 

d) NPK- 
II(12:32:16) 

7 IOCL(PARADEEP 
REFINERY) At-
Paradeep Refinery, 
P.O-Jhimani, Via-
Kujanga Dist-
Jagatsinghpur 
Website- 
http://www.iocl.com 

Corporate Office- 
3079/3, 
J B Tito Marg, 
Sadiq Nagar, 
New Delhi -110049  
Phone No:Oil - 
26260000 

G.K Sahu, Contact 
Officer Mobile No.- 
9438704915  
Email ID-
sahugk(@indianoil.i
n 

Motor Spirit, 
High Speed 
Diesel, Superior 
Kerosene, 
Aviation 
Turbine Fuel, 
Sulphur, 
Petroleum 
Coke, 
Propylene & 
L.P.G 

15 MMT 
(Crude 

Oil 
processin

g) 

34555 140 3345 

Potentials/opportunities 

1. Paradeep port adds potential for big Industrial hub. 

2. Presence of excellent artisans & craft communities for variety of 

popular handicrafts. 

3. Govt. incentives for Handloom & Cottage Industry. 

4. Huge scope for Agro-based Industries. 

5. Value–addition processing unit installation. 

6. Scope for Hotels & restaurants. 

7. Cluster Dev. Progress for coir, handloom & handicraft artisans 

based units. 

8. Promotional support to SHGs. 

9. Scope for Engineering workshop, steel fabrications, agricultural 

implements, cattle/poultry feed units in MSME sectors. 

Present Problems 

1. Lack of local entrepreneurship. 

2. No mineral deposit in the district. 

3. Insufficient technical support staff. 

4. Lack of skill Development process. 

5. Poor marketing linkage & infrastructure. 

Power Production and Sources: Hydro, Thermal, Solar, Bio 

Jagatsinghpur district has no Hydro Power project, but there are 

Captive Thermal power production units of large isndustries at Paradeep. 

Mines and Minerals, Extraction of Minerals, Mineral Processing 

Geologically the district is covered by soft quaternary sediment 

overlying Baripada beds of Tertiary age. A total of five quaternary formations 

are identified within the district, namely (i) Older beach deposit (ii) Lower 

http://www.iffco.in/
http://www.iocl.com/
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delta deposit (iii) Upper delta deposit (iv) Younger beach deposit (v) Present 

day coastal and flood plain deposit. Older beach deposit consisting of 

compact sand and silt of Late Pleistocene to Early Holocene age occurs as 

small patches (mainly as small ridges) within Lower delta deposit. Lower and 

Upper delta deposit consist of clay with fine sand and silt and altering layers 

of sandy silt and silty clay respectively. Both are of Middle to Late Holocene 

age. Major difference between them is that Lower Delta is a marine deposit 

one whereas Upper Delta is typically fluvial deposit. Areas near the Bay of 

Bengal sea shore are mainly occupied by younger beach deposits consisting 

of very fine sand and silt. This is a marine-aeolian deposit and occurs as 

small ridges. Present day coastal deposit occurs within narrow zone and 

consists of medium grained sand with heavy minerals. Present day fluvial 

deposit consisting of sand and silt occurs at the banks of rivers. Both 

younger beach deposit and present day coastal and fluvial deposits are of 

Late rivers. Both younger beach deposit and present day coastal and fluvial 

deposits are of late Holocene age. 

STRATIGRAPsHY 

The geological succession in the district is as follows: 
Age Lithounit 
Late Holocene Sand & Silts (flat surface with occasional 

dunes/point & lateral bars & meander scrolls) 
Very fine sand, silt and clay (Older dunes) 

Middle to Late Holocene Sandy silt and silty clay 
Clay with fine sand and silt 

Late Pleistocene to Early 
Holocene 

Compact sand and silt 

Minerals 

Heavy minerals: The beach and sand dune deposit, along the coast, 

contains heavy minerals like monazite, rutile, illeminite and zircon etc. Such 

deposits are seen around Dhenkia-Nuagaon sector of the district covering 

8km coastal length and having 17.35 Million Tonnes of total heavy mineral 

deposit with a grade of 5.90% of heavies. 

River Sand deposits: The river sand deposits have been reported 

around Alipingal, Nuapada, Hazipur-Nuapari, Erada, Madhysasan, Sikhar, 

Tarpur-Gokulpukr, Mundilo and Jaipur area along the Devi and Mahanadi 

rivers of the district and suitable for sand mining. 

Clay: Silty clay of Upper deltaic deposit is used for brick kiln industry. 
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Status of Mining Leases in Jagatsinghpur District 

Jagatsinghpur District does not have any resource of major mineral 

which is of good economic importance and, therefore, no activity for 

exploitation of any major mineral is undertaken at present. However, the 

District has abundant resources of minor minerals such as river sand. These 

sources are being developed by the Revenue and Disaster Management 

Department of the State with an objective of meeting the demands from the 

construction sector and other allied necessity of the State. The minor mineral 

sector is also contributing to a large extent in employment generation in the 

rural areas of the district. 

There are no such Mines available in Jagatsinghpur. However Sand is 

the only mineral abundantly available in river bed / bank  of Jagatsinghpur 

District. 

Mineral based  as well as other industries in the district 

Though no mines are available in Jagatsinghpur District, there is an 

Integrated Steel Plant which has started its initial production (Steel pellets) 

since 2013 at Paradeep in the name & style of M/S Essar Steel and Power 

Ltd. Another mineral based large unit at Paradeep M/S Goa Carbon Ltd 

started since 2001 manufacturing RPC( Raw Petroleum Coke) and CPC  

(Calcined Petroleum Coke). Also IOCL has commissioned its refinery since 

2015 at Paradeep. 

Besides a number of MSEs like Fly Ash Bricks, KB/CB Bricks, Coal 

processing and other mineral based industries are working in the District. 

Cottage, Small and Medium Industries, MSMEs 

MSME Sector is responsible for value addition to the agricultural & 

natural resources of the locality, providing employment and economic 

growth. Though Government designed various types of programme and 

schemes, there was no remarkable growth in MSME Sector in Jagatsinghpur 

District. The major threat to this is the nearest business city of our State, i.e. 

Cuttack. The entrepreneurs like to set up their enterprises at Cuttack in 

stead of Jagatsinghpur, which is an adjacent District and the Headquarters is 

only 45 Kms. away from the headquarters of Cuttack. Jagatsinghpur is also 

a flood & cyclone prone area. 

District Industries Centre has been created to look after the 

development of MSMEs in the District at Cuttack for undivided Cuttack 

District. After being a newly created District, a DIC has been established at 

Jagatsinghpur. 
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MSME Sector 

The District Industries Centre, Jagatsinghpur has been functioning 

w.e.f. 01.01.2000. Prior to that, DIC, Cuttack was functioning for 

Jagatsinghpur and undivided Cuttack District. The main objective of the 

office is to motivate, sensitize and handhold the entrepreneurs to set up 

Micro Small and Medium Enterprises and promote them. 

As per the 4
th
 All India Census, 1029 Nos. of registered units were 

surveyed which had started production as on 31.3.2015 and out of them 249 

units are closed and 780 units are working. The working units come under 

the following categories: 

1. Food & allied Industries 

2. Mineral-based Industries 

3. Forest-based Industries 

4. Engineering  & Non conventional Energy 

5. Textile Industry 

6. Agro based Industry 

7. Service Industries. 

Establishment of Industries 

Ac 1244.82 of land in 7 villages is being acquired for establishment of 

ancillary industries road and other industrial purposes. The detail position of 

acquisition is given below: 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
village 

Purpose of 
acquisition 

Area to be 
acquired 
(in acre) 

Area for which 
payment has 

been made (in 
acre) 

Remarks 

1. Pitambarpur Ancillary and 
downstream 

industries 

19.16 -- Land looser 
demand higher 
compensation 

2. Rangiagarh -do- 125.57 120.10 Possession 
handed over 

3. Siju -do- 300.40 245.50 Possession 
handed over 

4. Pratappur -do- 635.65 193.34 Land losers 
demand higher 
compensation 

5. Fatepur -do- 86.64 35.57 Land losers 
demand higher 
compensation 

6. Katharra -do- 9.18 8.82 Possession 
handed over 

7. Katakula -do- 16.02 14.79 Possession 
handed over 
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The Govt. have launched various schemes and policies for 

development of MSME Sector. MSME act 2006, Odisha Industries 

Facilitation Act 2004, IPR 2007. MSME policy 2009, Odisha Food 

Processing Policy 2013, IPR-2015, etc.  

  In OFPP 2013 the beneficiary can avail following incentives for the 

food processing enterprise. 

i. CIS @ 25% up to 2 Crore. 

ii. Interest subsidy @ 5% for 05 years. 

iii. ED exemption for 10 years. 

iv. Exemption on entry tax for 5 years. 

Fly Ash Brick Mfg. Units are coming under priority sector. In this sector, 

the beneficiary can avail following incentives.  

i. CIS @ 10% upto 8 lakhs, for general entrepreneurs @ 12% for  

SC/ST/Women/Tech. Entrepreneur up to 10 lakh 

ii. Interest subsidy @ 5% for 5 years. 

iii. ED Exemption for 5 years. 

iv. Re-imbursement in quality certificate in BIS @ 50% upto  

2 lakhs. 

Handicrafts 

Handicrafts are a part of Odisha‟s rich cultural heritage. These are 

mainly works of art and beauty, designed and shaped by hand with creative 

imagination of skilled draftsmen from time immemorial. 

All India Handicrafts Board was established in the year 1952 to look 

after promotion and development of Handicrafts in India. 

Odisha is endowed with varieties of crafts mainly linked to a number of 

festivities and rituals observed in our state. The superb art and skill 

displayed by our artisans in Temples, Mathas and sculptures of the past 

have been enthralling the visitors. Due to their unique, original creative 

characteristics, ingenuity and unsurpassed sense of colour; these artefacts 

are offered a pride of place in Handicraft sector.  There are over 1900 

handicraft artisans in the district practising as many as 10 to 12 crafts. In 

order to ensure community participation, Primary Handicraft Co-operative 

Societies and Self Help Groups have been promoted at grass root level. At 

the state level Odisha State Co-operative Handicrafts Corporation has been 

formed as an apex body to look after marketing of Handicraft goods. 
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Director Handicrafts and Cottage Industries, Odisha Bhubaneswar is 

looking after the promotion and development of Handicrafts through District 

Industries Centres of respective districts and implementation of different 

schemes. 

Basically, in our district most of the rural artisans were engaged in 

traditional works like cane & bamboo, pottery, carpentry, brass & bell metal 

works, palm leaf, broom stick, nalia grass, solapith, clay toys, woollen carpet 

weaving. Basing on potentially and commercially viable crafts, the following 

crafts were taken up in cluster basis and SHG fold for development of 

handicrafts in this district as detailed below: 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
Scheme 

Name of the place No. of 
artisans 

1 Wood carving Alando, Manitri, Badakhandayat, 
Parbatipur,Sankharisahi of Biridi Block 

120 

2 Terracotta Lunukua & Napanga of Kujanga Block 150 
3 Golden Grass Thailo of Balikuda Block, Samantrapur of 

Tirtol Block 
220 

4 Straw Craft Naugaon, Balikuda,Bandeipur of Ersama 
Block 

80 

5 Nalia grass Narendrapur of Kujanga Block 25 
6 Cane & 

Bamboo works 
Borikhi,Kujanga Block, Ayar, Jota, 
Jagatsinghpur Block,Manitri of Tirtol Block & 
Naugaon Handicraft Trg. School 

195 

7 Applique Jagatsinghpur, Tirtol, Naugaon, Balikuda 60 
8 Soft Toys Paradeep, Jagatsinghpur ,Balikuda 35 
9 Woolen carpet 

weaving 
Raghunathpur, Tirtol, Kujanga 90 

10 Patta chitra 
paint/painting 

Biridi 05 

Total 980 

Guru Shishya Parampara 

One State awardee Sri Asit Kumar Swain of Nuagaon, Erasama was 

recognised as Guru in straw craft. He is imparting training to artisans in 

straw craft regularly. 

Handicraft Training School 

One Govt. Handicraft Training School in Cane & Bamboo craft is 

functioning at Polly in rented premises comprising 12 trainees every year, 

prior to that, Keora leaf craft training is being also conducted in Naugaon 

Block. 

Rehabilitation of Handicraft Artisans 

For rehabilitation of Handicraft artisans, Handicraft Deptt. Is providing a 

subsidy 20% subject to a limit of Rs.10,500/- through commercial banks 



 
 

100 

wherein 220 artisans have been assisted in the scheme in different crafts 

since 2001 to up to 2014-15. 

Modernisation and Technical up- gradation of Handicraft Industries 

A new scheme namely MTUHI was launched during 2012-13 for 

Handicraft artisans for establishment of Handicraft Industries. Subsidy @ 

20% to 50% of the project cost (Upto 50 lakhs) have been released by 

Handicraft Deptt through commercial banks. 

In this scheme artisans were covered and established their Handicraft 

units. 

Solar Lantern 

Govt. have been providing Solar Lanterns to all Handicraft artisans. In 

Jagatsinghpur district 450 artisans have been covered up to 2014-15. 

Aam Admi Bima Yozana 

Govt. have been providing free Insurance premium to all Handicraft 

artisans. In this scheme, 576 artisans were enrolled. As it is an ongoing 

process, the rest will be covered this year. 

Marketing Facility 

For marketing of Handicraft items, exhibitions have been organised at 

Paradeep and Jagatsinghpur by DIC, Jagatsinghpur. 

Besides this, artisans also attend different state-level organisations like, 

Sisira Sarasa, Murtika, Tosali Mela and at Delhi-Hat in the national level. 

Handicraft Co-operative Society 

There are 4 Handicraft Co-operative Societies functioning in the District 

as mentioned below: 

1. Sisu Anant Kastha Khodei Silpa Samabaya Samity Ltd., Bhansar, 

Tirtol. 

2. Jagatsinghpur Applique Handicraft Co-op. Society, Jagatsinghpur. 

3. Mahaveer Wood Carving C.S. Manitri, Biridi. 

4. Maa Mangala Cane & Bamboo HCS, Ayar, Jagatsinghpur. 

Artisan Identity Card 

Handicraft Artisans have also been issued with artisan identity cards by 

D.C., Handicrafts, Bhubaneswar directly and through District Industries 

Centres. 
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Information on Industries Sector (Industrial Co-op. Society) 

The Co-operative movement on Industries Sector started in 1956 

among rural artisans of Jagatsinghpur District. In this District 107 nos. of 

Industrial Co-op. Societies were registered between 1956 and 2000. In 

course of time 92 nos. of Industrial Cooperative Societies became defunct 

due to managerial complacency. Now only 15 nos. of Industrial Cooperative 

Societies are functioning in this district like Coir ICS, Wood carving ICS 

Cane & Bamboo ICS & Talgurh ICS etc. The motto of these societies is to 

assist the rural artisans. Recently the election procedure has been 

completed during 2014-15 and management body has been formed. The 

artisan members of the society are being benefited both directly and 

indirectly by the societies in different schemes such as subsidy loans, show-

room-cum-go down, supply of modernised improved tool-kits and equipment 

and marketing development assistance etc. by mode of grants. The societies 

are distributing raw-material and technical assistance by imparting skill up-

gradation training for production of different types of finished goods. The 

societies are also collecting the finished goods from them by giving labour 

charges and marketing through ORMAS. At the end of the year the profit 

gained for societies is being shared by the members. 

Further market facility has been created by organising exhibitions in 

different places of the district, the State as well as  outside state for sale; of 

finisheds products of the artisans  through the societies. Lastly Co-operative 

Societies have been able to develop co-operation and integrity among the 

members and in the society as well. 

Coir Sector 

A) Coir fibre is the strongest among all natural fibres available in our 

state. It is used for making decorative and utility products. It has unique 

characteristics of staple length, tensile rigidity, twisting property, tensile 

strength, resistance of friction, damp proof, eco-friendly and durable. The 

Coir Industry is a labour-intensive Industry. About more than 2000 nos of 

people of this district are employed in this sector and 75% of workers 

engaged in spinning of Coir Yarn are women. Jagatsinghpur District is one of 

the major coconut producing district in the State. The various schemes of 

DIC, Jagatsinghpur/Coir Board, Bhubaneswar; under Coir sector have been 

practically designed for development of coir clusters, strengthening coir co-

operatives, SHGs to facilitate credit flow, capacity building to coir artisans 

etc. The major schemes implemented through DIC for development of coir 

sector in the district are mentioned below: 

1. Coir Cluster Development Programme. 

2. Rehabilitation of Coir Artisans (RCA) 
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3. Entrepreneurship Development Programme on Coir Sector. 

4. Infrastructural assistance to Coir SHGs/Co-op societies 

5. Skill up-gradation training at Dept. Trg.Centre, Balikuda (Six 

months course). 

6. Exposure visit to out-side the state. 

7. Field Training Centre for 6 months training (FTC) 

8. Market Dev. Assistance to coir societies. 

B) There is a Training-cum-Demonstration-cum-Services Sub-centre 

which is located at Balikuda Block headquarters. The centre is running under 

the administrative control of District Industries Centre, Jagatsinghpur. 

Modern manufacturing technique of coir products is imparted through the 

technical staff under the 6-month duration training programme. The centre is 

to demonstrate the best use of coir items to the coir artisans and to the 

prospective entrepreneurs and to attract them to this trade. Besides, 

common service facilities are being provided through these centres to enable 

the coir artisans for quality production. This training centre has been running 

for last 30 years. The intake capacity of this centre is 20 trainees per 

batch/40 nos. trainees per year. 

C) Schemes for regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFRUTI) 

The Alanahat Coir cluster of Jagatsinghpur district is one of the 26 

clusters in India covered in the above scheme. This cluster covered 

Naugaon, Balikuda and Jagatsinghpur Blocks. This programme is in force in 

this district since January-2007. The main objectives of this scheme are:- 

1. Selection of land for common facility centre (CFC) 

2. Formation of Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 

3. Establishment of raw-material bank for Coir 

4. Opening sales outlets at district Agriculture. 

The NGO (ASRA) is engaged as CDA for the above programme and 

OCCL, Bhubaneswar is the implementing Agency. 21 nos. of SHGs and 2 

nos. of Co-op. Societies are functioning in this cluster consisting of 427 nos. 

coir artisans. 28 nos. of Micro Small Enterprises (MSE) units are working in 

this cluster, having 270 nos. of workers which are manufacturing both coir 

yarn and mats. This programme is working for creation of synergy between 

the various stake-holders for promotion of coir & coir craft clusters and 

building capacities of SHGs so that they sustain on their own. 
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KVIB 

In Jagatsinghpur district 52 Industrial Co-operative societies have 

availed loan of Rs.49,58,083 and granted subsidy of Rs. 7,68,227/- 

amounting a total of Rs.57,26,310/- and 901 units have availed the loan 

through the co-operative society. 

B) Artisan Multipurpose Industrial Co-operative Society (A.I.M.C.S) 

and Gramodyoga Marketing Co-operative Society Ltd. C.G.M.C.S) 

In 1978 a Block Level artisan Multi purpose Industrial Co-operative 

society was organised by Odisha Khadi and Village Industries Board for 

upliftment of Block Level rural artisans/educated trained unemployed youths 

and to make arrangement to help the rural artisans for marketing of products 

in actual price without causing any loss to the artisans. There was a 

Gramodyog Marketing co-operative society at the district level for marketing 

the products in the district level, in resonable price without causing any loss 

to the artisan members. 

Textiles 

Handloom Activities of Jagatsinghpur District at a Glance 

It is said that the weavers‟ community of Jagatsinghpur District came by 

way of migration from Burdhaman & Nadia districts of West Bengal during 

the period of Puri Gajapati “Sri Prataprudra Dev”. It is learnt from the old 

and senior weavers of the area that at first some of the weavers‟ families 

migrated from Burdhaman and Nadia and settled at Badabag village and 

gradually they spread over the entire district. As those migrated weavers 

were very skilled, they started weaving fine count cotton saree 

independently. During the year 1936, one Primary Weavers Cooperative 

Society was organised in the name of “Badabag WCS” at Badabag village 

and all the weavers of the district were enrolled as members of the said 

Society. The main aim and objective of the society was to bring all weavers 

of the district under Cooperative fold and to provide all types of support like 

supply of raw-material, payment of conversion charges as well as marketing 

of their product in a regular and continuous manner besides development of 

socio-economic condition of their families. In course of time, the Sarees 

produced by the said weavers received good response in the market and 

became famous as “Badabag Katki Saree”. 

Development 

Slowly, the weavers of the district felt the benefit of Co-operative 

movement and organised more number of Weavers‟ Co-operative Society 

(WCS) at different weaver inhabited areas so as to avail of better service at 

their door-step. The handloom activities are continuing in Jagatsinghpur, 
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Raghunathpur, Tirtol and Naugaon  blocks of the district where 12 numbers 

of PWCS are functioning to provide regular & continuous employment to 

their  weaver members. Most of the weavers of the district are skilled and 

some are semi-skilled. The skilled weavers are engaged in weaving fine 

count i.e. up to 100‟S cotton sarees. The semi-skilled weavers are producing 

fabrics such as sarees, dhotis, lungis and napkins of coarser count yarn. It is 

a family based profession in which all the family members are partly 

associated in weaving, pre and post loom activities. 

During 1999 Super Cyclone, the handloom sector of the district was 

badly affected. Houses, looms & weaving accessories of most of the 

weavers of the district were completely damaged for which some of them 

were compelled to switch over to other profession for earning their livelihood.   

Present Status 

After the Super Cyclone, the severely affected handloom sector of the 

district was nurtured by availing assistance from the State as well as Central 

Govt. and gradually got momentum to improve the activities in the district. At 

present, 535 nos. of weaver households having 1440 population with 534 

looms are residing in four blocks and they are engaged in production of fine 

count cotton sarees and daily utility fabrics through 12 nos. of PWCS. Some 

weavers are also working under Master Weavers to earn their livelihood. The 

approximate monthly income of a weaver from handloom profession is 

around Rs. 2,500/ to Rs. 3,000/-. 

Continuous efforts have been made by the State as well as Central 

Govt. for uplift of socio-economic sector by implementing different 

developmental as well as welfare schemes, the details are indicated below. 

State Plan (SP) 

a) Promotion of Handloom Industries (POHI): Under the scheme, 

financial assistance is provided to the weavers for purchase of new looms, 

weaving accessories as per their  requirement with 90 : 10 participation 

between State  Govt. and beneficiary respectively. Besides, full assistance 

was also given for infrastructure development of the Weavers Coop. 

Societies for safe storage of stocks. Besides capacity building of weavers 

through training and exposure, visit to progressive handloom clusters both 

inside and outside the State to improve their skill for better earnings from this 

profession are being conducted from time to time. 

b) Workshed-cum-Housing: The needy regular weavers are 

provided with financial assistance at par with IAY/Mo-Kudia/Biju Pucca Ghar 

for construction of 180 sq. ft. RCC roofing workshed since 2007-08 which 
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provide better working place, soothing atmosphere and safe storage of raw-

material, loom and accessories and are protected from fire and rain.  

c) Supply of Solar Lantern: Under Chief Minister‟s special package 

scheme each regular weaver family is being supplied with solar lantern so as 

to enable the weavers to work on loom even at night and also during low 

voltage power supply or during power cut. This scheme is being 

implemented since 2013-14 with a target to cover all the working weavers 

families of the State by the end of 2015-16. As on date 285 Nos. of solar 

lanterns have already been supplied to the working weavers families of the 

district and it is targeted for further supply of 82  Nos. during 2015-16. 

Centrally Sponsored Plan (CSP) 

Cluster Development Programme (CDP): The scheme was 

implemented by availing assistance from both State and Central Govt. from 

the year 2007-08 for the all round development of 300 no.s of weavers of the 

district. 

Welfare Scheme 

a) Mahatma Gandhi Bunakar Bima Yojana (MGBBY): Under this 

scheme, life insurance coverage of the weavers within the age group of 18-

59 years free of cost are covered,s  in which the nominee  of the deceased 

weaver is assisted with financial assistance on disability/ death of the 

insured as per the scheme norms . Towards  Sikshya Sahayaka Yojana the 

children of enrolled weavers families are supported with payment of 

scholarship of Rs. 100/- each /month for maximum of two children per family 

covered under the scheme from 9
th
 standard to 12

th
.  

Central Plan (CP)  

Rastriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY): The Govt. is providing health 

insurance within Rs.30,000/- per year  to the weavers‟ family of 05 members 

free of cost during the year 2015-16 . Prior to 2015-16 Health Insurance 

scheme was implemented for the weavers‟ family to avail OPD, IPD & 

reimbursement of cost of medicine facilities. 

Ancestral Industrial Activities and Industrial Art 

Traditional Artisans are engaged in their ancestral Industrial Activities 

like Pottery, Blacksmithy, Carpentry and Cane & Bamboo works. The ITIs 

and other Skill Development trainings convert general persons/artisans to 

Industrial Artists by imparting training on Industrial Art. The activity like 

terracotta, wood carving, Straw Craft, Golden Grass, general fabrication and 

job work etc. are developed in the District. 
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Labour Laws and Relations, Protection of Labour, Trade Unionism, 

Labour Welfare 

Labour Department: Organizational set-up in the district  

The primary aims and objectives of the Labour Machinery of the district 

are to maintain industrial peace and harmony for boosting of production and 

productivity of the industrial organizations without loss of man-days in the 

form of lock-out, strike, gherao and to protect the interest of working class 

from any exploitation by way of enforcement of various labour laws and to 

extend benefits for their social and economic upliftment. 

The District Labour Officer and his sub-ordinate Officers are primarily 

responsible for the administration and enforcement of the various labour 

laws and maintenance of industrial peace in the district. The District Labour 

Officer acts as the Conciliation Officer under the Industrial Disputes Act, 

1947. He is assisted besides other subordinate staff by Assistant Labour 

Officer and Rural Labour Inspectors.  

The District Labour Office which was established in the year 1994 has 

been upgraded to zonal office in the year 2013 consisting of Kendrapara & 

Jagatsinghpur revenue districts and one Assistant Labour Commissioner has 

been posted with the territorial jurisdiction of the above two districts. He is 

discharging the duty of Commissioner for the Employees Compensation Act 

for disposal of Employees Compensation cases. Besides, he is also the 

Controlling Authority under the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 for disposal of 

Gratuity cases and Authority under the Minimum Wages Act, 1948 for 

disposal of Minimum Wages cases. He is the Controlling Officer for both the 

districts.  

The following figure reflects the organizational chart of O/o the  

Assistant Labour Commissioner, Jagatsinghpur. 

     Assistant Labour Commissioner, Jagatsinghpur  

┌ -----------------------------------------------------└-----------------------------------┐ 

District Labour Officer, Jagatsinghpur   District Labour Officer, Kendrapara 

┌ --------------------┌└----------------------┐                    ┌ ------------------└------------------┐ 

Asst. Labour Officer   Rural Labour     Rural Labour  Asst. Labour Officer          Rural Labour 

             Inspector-1        Inspector-2        Inspector 

Labour Relations 

The relations between employers and employees are governed by the 

Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. Any industrial dispute arising out of 

employment, non-employment and terms of employment with respect to any 

workman is settled by the Conciliation Officers. The Assistant Labour 

Commissioner, District Labour Officer & Asst. Labour Officers have been 

declared as Conciliation Officers under the provisions of Industrial Disputes 

Act, 1947. Most of the industrial disputes are settled through the process of 
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conciliation proceedings and by way of settlement. Industrial peace and 

harmony are being maintained and economy of the State is being improved 

by restoring production and productivity without loss of man days.  In case 

the conciliation fails, the matter is referred to the Industrial Tribunal and 

Labour Courts for adjudication through the appropriate Govt. 

Enforcement of Labour Laws 

In order to look after the implementation of the different provisions of 

various labour laws in the industrial/commercial establishments situated in 

the district of Jagatsinghpur, the Officers of the Labour Machinery in the 

district have been declared as Inspectors under different Labor Laws. The 

duties of the Officers are to enforce the following labour laws so as to protect 

the interest of the working class.  

a) The Minimum Wages Act, 1948.  

b) The Payment of Wages Act, 1936.  

c) The Inter-State-Migrant-Workmen (RE & CS) Act,1979.  

d) The Child Labour (P&R) Act,1986  

e) The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.  

f) The Beedi & Cigar Workers (CE) Act, 1966.  

g) The Contract Labour(R&A) Act, 1970.  

h) The Motor Transport Workers Act, 1961.  

i) The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965.  

j) The Odisha Industrial Establishment (National & Festival) Holidays 

Act, 1972.  

k) The Odisha Shops & Commercial Establishment Act, 1956  

l) The Building & Other Construction Workers (RE&CS) Act, 1996.  

m) The Building & Other Construction Workers Welfare Cess Act, 1996. 

n) The Maternity benefit Act, 1961. 

o) The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972. 

p) The Working Journalists (Conditions of Service) & Miscellaneous 

Provisions Act, 1955. 

q) The Industrial employment(Standing Orders) Act, 1946 

r) The Sales Promotion Employees(Conditions of Service) Act, 1976. 

While implementing the provisions of various labour laws, if any 

violation of labour laws is detected by the Officers/Inspectors, they refer to 

the prosecution and claim cases; before the Court of law.  



 
 

108 

Protection of Labour 

To protect the interest of the labourers, the above Labour 

Laws/Acts/Rules are being implemented in the Central as well as State 

sphere. These Labour Laws have become a highly protective umbrella for 

the working classes. There are ample provisions in these Laws to safeguard 

their interest and protect them from exploitation by their employers and also 

to maintain peaceful and congenial relationship between employers and 

employees.  

The main objectives of the laws being enforced, are reflected below: 

The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 

The Minimum Wages Act was enacted in the year 1948 to safeguard 

the interest of the labourers by way of fixation of minimum rate of wages in 

certain employments from time to time. The District Labour Officer, Assistant 

Labour Officer, Rural Labour Inspector in the capacity of inspector ensure 

enforcement of the provisions of this Act in the district. 

The Payment of Wages Act, 1936 

This Act regulates the payment of wages to certain classes of persons 

employed in industrial and other establishments. As per the provisions of the 

Act, wages shall be paid before 7th or 10th of the succeeding month 

depending on the strength of workers.   

The Inter-State-Migrant-Workmen (RE & CS) Act,1979.  

This Act regulates the employment & condition of service of inter-state 

migrant workmen.  

The Child Labour (P&R) Act, 1986 

The object of the Act is to prohibit the engagement of children in certain 

employment and to regulate conditions of work of children in certain other 

employments. There are 18 occupations and 65 processes in which 

engagement of child labour has been prohibited. 

The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 

This Act provides for payment of equal remuneration to male and 

female workers for doing the same work or work of a similar nature and for 

the prevention of discrimination on the ground of sex. 

The Beedi & Cigar Workers (CE) Act, 1966 

This Act provides for the welfare of the workers in beedi and cigar 

establishments and to regulate the condition of their works for matters 

connected therewith. 
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The Contract Labour (R&A) Act, 1970 

The objective of the Act is to regulate the employment of contract 

labour in certain establishments and to provide for its abolition in certain 

circumstances.   

The Motor Transport Workers Act, 1961 

This Act regulates the conditions of works and safeguards the interest 

of workers engaged in motor transport establishments. 

The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 

This Act provides for payment of bonus to persons employed in certain 

establishments on the basis of profits or on the basis of production or 

productivity and for matters connected therewith. 

The Odisha Industrial Establishment (National & Festival) Holidays Act, 

1972 

The objectives of this Act are to provide for the grant of national and 

festival holidays to the persons employed in the industrial establishments. 

The Odisha Shops & Commercial Establishment Act, 1956 

This Act regulates almost all matters connected with the conditions of 

work and employment of employees employed in shops and commercial 

establishments of the district. It applies to all shops and commercial 

establishments situated within the municipal area of Jagatsinghpur & 

Paradeep where one or more person(s) are employed. 

The Building & Other Construction Workers (RE&CS) Act, 1996 

This Act regulates the employment and conditions of service of building 

& other construction workers and to provide for their safety, health and 

welfare measures. Under the provisions of the Act, the registration of 

building & other construction workers is done. The District Labour Officer, 

Assistant Labour Officer, Rural Labour Inspector have been declared as 

Registering Officers under the provisions of this Act. 

The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 

This Act provides for the payment of gratuity to the employees engaged 

in factory, mines, oil fields, plantations, port, railway companies, shops or 

certain other establishments. The Assistant Labour Commissioner is the 

Controlling Authority under the Act. 

The Employees Compensation Act 

This Act provides for the payment of compensation to the employees 

for accident arising out of and in course of their employment. The Assistant 
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Labour Commissioner is the Commissioner under the Act for disposal of 

cases. 

Trade Unionism 

The right to form union by the industrial workers and unorganized 

workers are guaranteed under the Trade Unions Act, 1926. The objective 

behind such organizations is to effectively protect the interest of their 

members. At present, about 31 no.s of Trade Unions are functioning in the 

district. 

Labour Welfare 

Labour Welfare is a wider term that contributes to the general well-

being of the working class. Labourers are mainly classified into two 

categories- Organised Labour & Un-organised Labour. 

The Organised Labourers protect their interest through their Trade 

Unions and Associations and the above mentioned labour laws provide 

certain statutory welfare facilities such as health, safety, leave with wages 

etc. However, for building & other construction labourers, the following 

assistance is being extended under the provisions of the Odisha Building & 

Other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment & Condition of 

Employment) Act, 1996 and Odisha Rules, 2002 w.e.f 15.12.2008. 

Assistance for Daughter‟s Marriage & marriage of registered female 

construction workers  

a) Maternity  

b) Education  

c) Safety Equipments(Helmet, Shoes & hand gloves)  

d) Bi-cycles  

e) Working Tools  

f) Treatment of Major diseases  

g) Natural & Accidental Death  

h) Funeral Expenses  

i) House construction  

j) Pension  

k) Skill Development etc. 

 

For the welfare of the agricultural labourers, the State Govt. like other 

scheduled employments is fixing/revising the minimum rate of wages from 

time to time.  

The State Govt. has revised the minimum rate of wages per day for 

different categories w.e.f. 09.10.2012 in the following manner. 
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 (in Rupees) 
Non Agricultural Sector               Agricultural Sector                                                          
Un-Skilled            :- 150.00  Non-Ploughing  :- 126.00      
Semi-Skilled   :- 170.00  Ploughing   :- 150.00 
Skilled     :- 190.00   

Highly-Skilled    :- 205.00 

From 09.10.2014, the Labour Commissioner in a Notification has 

declared a special allowance called Variable Dearness Allowance (V.D.A) @ 

Rs. 2.50 per day to different categories in addition to the minimum rates of 

wages as mentioned above. The present rate of minimum rate of wages and 

V.D.A are as follows. 

Un-skilled  :-  150+2.50 = 152.50 

Semi-Skilled :-  170+2.50 = 172.50 

Skilled   :-  190+2.50 = 192.50 

Highly-Skilled :-  205+2.50 = 207.50 

Besides, to provide social security to the workers, the following Acts are 

being enforced in the district by the respective institutions. 

Employees Provident Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act. 

Employee‟s State Insurance Act.  

Development of IT Sector and Industrialization 

No major IT industries are established in Jagatsinghpur District. 

However MSEs in IT services activities like Data Processing, DTP, Mobile 

Repairing and Cyber Cafes etc. are working. 

Industrialization, Displacement and Rehabilitation 

To facilitate Industrialisation IDCO has developed Industrial Estates at 

Paradeep Garh (Ac 36.890dec. and Udayabata (Ac 16.40dec.).  

IDCO also acquired and allotted Lands to large industries at Paradeep 

Area, where some people have been displaced. 

The Employees Compensation Act 

This Act provides for the payment of compensation to the employees 

for accident arising out of and in course of their employment. The Assistant 

Labour Commissioner is the Commissioner under the Act for disposal of 

cases. 
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Trade Unionism 

The right to form union by the industrial workers and unorganized 

workers is guaranteed under the Trade Unions Act, 1926. The object behind 

such organizations is to effectively protect the interest of the members. At 

present, there are about 31 nos. of Trade Unions functioning in the district. 

Labour Welfare 

Labour Welfare is a wider term that contributes to the general well-

being of the working class. Labourers are mainly classified into two 

categories- Organised Labour & Un-organised Labour. 

The Organised Labourers protect their interest through their Trade 

Unions and Associations and the above mentioned labour laws provides 

certain statutory welfare facilities such as health, safety, welfare, leave with 

wages etc. However, for building and other construction labourers, the 

following assistances is being extended under the provisions of the Odisha 

Building & Other Construction Workers(Regulation of Employment & 

Condition of Employment) Act, 1996 and Odisha Rules, 2002 w.e.f 

15.12.2008. 

Assistance for Daughter‟s Marriage & marriage of registered female 

construction workers  

 Maternity  

 Education  

 Safety Equipments (Helmet, Shoes & hand gloves)  

 Bi-cycles  

 Working Tools  

 Treatment of Major diseases  

 Natural & Accidental Death  

 Funeral Expenses  

 House construction  

 Pension  

Hotel and Hospitality Industry in the district 

The hotel and hospitality sector in Jagatsinghpur district is growing 

moderately. Though hotel and hospitality industry is considered as one of 

the profitable industries contributing significant amount of foreign exchange 

to the economy, generating employment opportunities to both professionals 

and unskilled workforce, it is not expanding at a significant rate in this 

district. The state Govt. has an industry friendly tourism policy and the 

Central Govt. has allowed 100 percent Foreign Direct Investment in 

Hospitality and Tourism Sector under automatic route, which may attract the 

investors to expand the sector at Paradeep and in the District headquarters. 
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As there are large industrial houses and existence of port itself at Paradeep, 

it attracts tourists from all over the country and the rest of the world. 

The following list reveals the existing accommodation facilities and the 

growth of hotel and hospitality industry in Jagatsinghpur District.  

Hotel Position in Jagatsinghpur District during 2014 

Category HSG 

Hostel-6 

MSG 

Hotels-06 

LSG  

Hostels-13 

 

Rooms 216 134 142  

Beds 426 257 264  

Total Hotels    25 

Total Beds    492 

Total Rooms    947 

By 2013 the number of total hotels in Jagatsinghpur district was 21 of 

which 16 hotels were in Paradeep and five in Jagatsinghpur. 16 hotels in 

Paradeep provide 408 rooms which have the provision for 819 beds. 

Likewise 5 hotels in Jagatsinghpur headquarters provide 44 rooms with 

provision for 77 beds. Thus in 2013 the number of total beds was 896 as 

against 947 in 2014. 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-VI 

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 

The banking system with its network helps the economy to augment the 

mobilisation of savings for efficient utilization for rapid economic growth. 

Commercial Banks were directed to open large number of branches in rural 

and semi-urban areas during the post-nationalization period i.e. from 1969. 

The picture of the banking services in the Jagatsinghpur district can be 

viewed from the following table.  

No. of Reporting Offices, Aggregate Deposits and Gross Bank Credit of 
Scheduled Commercial Banks in Jagatsinghpur District 

Sl. No. Item Unit 2002 
(31

st
 

March) 

2011 
(31

st
 

March) 

June 
2014 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
A Public Sector Banks  

i)   Reporting Offices  No 49 71  
ii)  Deposits  Rs. In 

Crores  
9909.9 
(93.3) 

35720 
(91.78) 

 

iii) Credit  Rs. In 
Crores  

1394.8 
(81.7) 

6210 
(87.10) 

 

iv)  Credit Deposit Ratio  Percent  14.07 17.39  
B Regional Rural Banks  

i)   Reporting Offices   23 22  
ii)  Deposit  Rs. In 

crores  
712.9 
(6.7) 

1280 
(5.60) 

 

iii)  Credit  Rs. In 
crores  

313 
(18.33) 

890 
(12.48) 

 

iv)  Credit Deposit Ratio  43.91 40.80  
C All Scheduled Commercial Banks 

i)   Reporting Offices   72 97 132 
ii)  Deposit  Rs. In 

crores  
10622.8 38920 58029 

iii)  Credit  Rs. In 
crores  

1707.7 7130 9697 

iv)  Credit Deposit Ratio  16.08 18.30 16.71 

Source: District Statistical Hand Book -2011 District at a Glance Odisha-2015 

Table 6.1 shows that the total number of reporting offices of all 

scheduled commercial banks has been increased from 72 to 132 during the 

period 2002 to 2014. The bank deposits in Jagatsinghpur District in all 

scheduled commercial banks has been increased by 5.46 times during the 

same period. The total credit has been increased by 5.68 times by all 

scheduled commercial banks during the period 2002 to 2014. However the 

overall credit deposit ratio has remained very low i.e 16.71 in 2014, 16.08 in 

2002 as compared to the state average i.e 69.93 in 2005. It is also 

interesting that the credit deposit ratio in Regional Rural Banks is higher than 

the public sector banks. So, the mobilisation of resources through savings 

may be channelized for investment in this district by advancing more loans to 
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the growing and efficient entrepreneurs for the tribal development of the 

district. 

Private Banks in the district 

The role of the financial system in India, until the early 1990s, was 

Primarily restricted to the function of channeling resources from the surplus 

to deficit sectors. Whereas the financial system performed this role 

reasonably well, its operations came to be marked by some serious 

deficiencies over the years. The banking sector suffered from lack of 

competition, low capital base, low productivity and high intermediation cost.  

Against this backdrop, wide-ranging financial sector reforms in India were 

introduced as an integral part of the economic reforms initiated in the early 

1990s. Financial sector reforms in India were grounded in the belief that 

competitive efficiency in the real sectors of the economy will not be realized 

to its full potential unless the financial sector was reformed as well. Thus, the 

principal objective of financial sector reforms was to improve the allocative 

efficiency of resources and accelerate the growth process of the real sector 

by removing structural deficiencies affecting the performance of financial 

institutions and financial markets.The private sector banks play a vital role in 

the Indian economy. They indirectly motivate the public sector banks by 

offering a healthy competition to them. The   private sector banks help in 

introducing a high degree of professional management and marketing 

concept into banking. It helps the public sector banks as well to develop 

similar skill and technology, (2) also provide a healthy competition on 

general efficiency levels in the banking system (3) private sector banks 

especially the foreign banks have much influence on the foreign investment 

in the country(4) the private sector Banks help the Indian companies and the 

government agencies to meet out their financial requirements from 

international capital markets. This service becomes easier for them because 

of the presence of their head offices/other branches in important foreign 

centres. (5)  always trying to innovate new products avenues and make the 

industries to achieve expertise in their respective fields by offering quality 

service and guidance. They introduce new technology in the banking 

service. Thus, they lead the other banks in various new fields. For example, 

introduction of computerised operations, credit card business, ATM service, 

etc. 

The Private Banks in India can be classified into two classes one is old 

Private sector Banks and the other is new Private sector banks. The banks 

which existed before nationalization of Banks are known as old private 

sector banks and  those were merged after nationalization of banks are 

known as new private sector banks viz, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank 

etc. In the district of Jagatsinghpur four private banks are operating those 
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are ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank and Federal Bank Ltd. having 15 

branches as on date 

Co-operative credit and Cooperative Banks 

Self Help Groups and Micro Finance 

Some of the research conducted / sponsored by NABARD during the 

early eighties had shown that despite having an extremely wide network of 

rural bank branches which implemented specific poverty alleviation 

programmes that sought creation of self-employment opportunities through 

bank credit for almost two decades, a very large number of the poorest of 

the poor continued to remain outside the fold of the formal banking system. 

These studies had identified that the existing banking policies, systems and 

procedures, and deposit and loan products were perhaps not most suited to 

meet the immediate needs of the very poor. The priority of the rural poor was 

consumption of credit, savings, production credit and insurance in that order. 

Consumption needs included credit for short periods for emergent needs. 

The dividing line between consumption credit and production credit for the 

poor was flimsy. Consumption requirements were met by the informal 

sources at exploitative interest rates, as the poor borrowers were unable to 

offer to the banks any security for the small consumption loans. On the other 

hand, main constraint faced by banks in extending credit in small doses to 

poor borrowers was the high transaction cost in financing large numbers in 

small quantities. Against this background, a need was felt for alternative 

policies, systems and procedures, savings and loan products, other 

complementary services, and new delivery mechanisms, which would fulfill 

the requirements of the poorest, especially of the women members of such 

households. In the meantime, our Government‟s commitment to poverty 

eradication with the help of the NGOs and international agencies with a 

focus on improving the conditions of women and children (e.g. since 1989 

the World Bank accorded priorities to women and children issues) was 

reaffirmed. Reduction of gender inequality in terms of economic and political 

opportunities has been the goal of plans. To add to it, since gender 

empowerment measure (GEM) has been introduced as a measure of human 

development index, our priorities towards women problems and the issues 

have undergone significant changes. Moreover, the success story of the 

Grameen Bank from our neighbouring country Bangaladesh in uplifting the 

conditions of the poor and particularly the improvement in the conditions of 

women provided a lot of impetus to our Government to emulate micro 

financing strategy for rural development. The emphasis therefore has been 

on how to improve the access of the research studies undertaken in-house 

as well as sponsored by professional institutions and some action with 

regard to research projects funded out of the Research and Development 
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Fund of NABARD led emphasis on developing Self Help Group [SHG] - 

Bank linkage model as the core strategy that could be used by the banking 

system in India for increasing their outreach to the poorest of the poor who 

were hitherto getting by-passed by them. The strategy involved forming 

small, cohesive and participative groups of the poor, encouraging them to 

pool their thrift regularly and using the pooled thrift to make small interest 

bearing loans to members, and in the process learning the nuances of 

financial discipline. Subsequently, bank credit also becomes available to the 

Group, to augment its resources for lending to its members. It needs to be 

emphasised that NABARD realised the promotion and bank linking of SHGs 

not as a credit programme but as part of an overall arrangement for 

providing financial services to the poor in a sustainable manner and also an 

empowerment process for the members of these SHGs. 

In order to empower the women, it has become necessary to mobilize 

them to form Self Help Groups (SHGs) who would be able to achieve social 

and economic sustainability. It was observed at many forums that the 

women being more vulnerable do not get proper attention of the society. 

Hence, it is argued that the formation of SHGs is essential for not only to 

ensure more participation in the day-to-day affairs of the community but also 

to take a lead role in conservation of our environment and to take part in 

relief and rehabilitation during natural calamities and emergency. If women 

have the decision-making capacity and some saving, it would be easy for 

them for taking preventive measures to mitigate the after effects of a natural 

calamity. Even during normal time many women are forced to move out of 

the house in search of work leaving behind small children with siblings/old 

persons which increase the rate of school dropouts especially girl child. 

Formation of SHGs linked to income generation activities provides these 

women time and opportunity to take proper care of the children as well as 

money to buy/grow nutritious food for children and themselves. It would also 

provide opportunity for the women to work together for the development of 

the society and village and thereby forcing the patriarchal society to 

recognize their contribution for developmental works. The SHGs are 

voluntary associations exhibiting the following major features: 

The SHGs are self-managed homogeneous groups of economically 

backward people. 

 They are usually engaged in promoting savings among themselves. 

They pool the savings for their own use. 

The savings are used either for individual or group investment or for 

consumptive use. 
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These pooled resources are supplemented by external resources, i.e. 

bank credit when these groups gain experience or from Government 

subsidy. 

Each SHG consists of members who are poor, having low savings 

capacity and generally depending on moneylenders or private sources for 

meeting their consumption and emergent needs. A typical Self Help Group 

will comprise like-minded individuals who volunteer to save small amounts of 

money in a common pool, out of which, need based loans are given to 

members for meeting their emergent credit requirements based on the 

priorities decided by the group. The group members take collective decisions 

on all matters including those relating to terms of credit, viz. purpose, size 

interest rate and repayment period. They exercise close supervision on 

utilisation of loans and exert peer and moral pressure on the members to 

continue savings and repay loans promptly on time. In other words, Self Help 

Group can be referred to as a group of poor persons who own, manage and 

control a micro bank of their own. 

Broad Objectives of the Women Self-help Groups 

As mentioned above the fundamental principle and methodology of 

forming SHGs have been promotion of human and social development and 

empowerment of the poor. Improvement in the quality of life being the 

ultimate objectives of planning, various policies and programs floated by the 

Government are aimed at promotion of growth with equity and social justice. 

However, the main approach of promoting SHGs among rural poor have 

been to facilitate activities based on long terms goals rather than for short-

term pecuniary gains.  

Some of the critical long-term goals of SHG 

Sustainable access to financial services 

Strong livelihood support systems 

Enhancement of collective bargaining power 

Self reliance and sense of dignity 

Improvement in overall standard of living and empowerment 

Introduction 

It is well-known that economic empowerment of women significantly 

contributes to their social empowerment. As such helping women to achieve 

economic independence by enabling them to have independent employment 

and income has been accorded the highest priority. It has also been 

recognized that women will be better-placed to overcome the negative social 

pressures and gender biases operating against them and to unshackle 
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themselves through group identity and activity. Promotion of Women‟s Self-

Help Groups (WSHGs) has therefore been adopted as a key strategy for 

achieving women‟s empowerment. State Govt. had launched „Mission 

Shakti‟ which aimed at  promotion of  Women‟s Self-Help Groups in the 

State during March 2001.Besides formation another  important objective of 

the Mission is to help capacity-building of the existing and the new Groups to 

be formed to  take  up income-generating  and  remunerative  economic 

activities by providing  them the  necessary  technical  support, market 

linkages and credit linkages. Besides NABARD through NGOs had also 

promoted and credit linked SHGs in the District as SHPI and  also conducted 

various promotional programmes for creating awareness, enhance the 

capacity of the SHGs to take up microfinance activity, record keeping etc. 

The major stake holders such as Mission Shakti, DRDA, DSMS 

,TRIPTI,SHG Federation, Bankers have  played proactive role in the process 

of social engineering  for  expansion and progress of micro credit movement  

in the district. 

Status of SHG-Bank linkage programme in Jagatsinghpur. As on 

31.3.2015, 10390 numbers of SHGs have been formed and 7026 number of 

SHGs have been credit linked. During the year 2015-16 a target of 2450 

SHGs have been set for the district for the credit linkage .Of the total SHGs 

which had availed loans, 60% have availed repeat finance, The average 

credit per SHG in the district was Rs.1.27 lakh as on 31.3.15 as against 

Rs.0.92 lakh in during 2013-14,, recovery position of SHG loans in the 

district was 85% vis-a-vis state. While the NPA in RRBs and DCCB is 

negligible, the same in case of Commercial Banks is relatively high. 

Issues related to micro finance  

While some of the issues mentioned below are generic, despite the 

growth in quantum of credit off take, the declining number of SHGs being 

financed by banks every year is a cause for concern.  

Focus on group formation for availing subsidy from Government. 

No proper credit appraisal or rating of SHGs before extending bank 

loan 

Inadequate training to bank staff and SHPIs. 

Widespread prevalence of middlemen / agents.  

All rural branches of Commercial Banks, Odisha Gramya Bank and 

Cuttack Central Co-operative Bank in the district are participating in the 

programme. They guide SHGs for smooth functioning,, participate in grading 

exercise and extend loans directly as also  under Govt. Sponsored schemes. 

National Rural Livelihood Mission was launched by Govt of Odisha with 
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effect from 01 April 2012.In Jagatsinghpur District 04 out of 8 blocks were  

covered under TRIPTI  to implement SHG  programme with livelihood 

support to the members of SHG effectively. However, TRIPTI has been 

merged with OLM with effect from 1.7.15.Seed capital is extended to SHGs 

to leverage loan from Banks to take up Income Generating Activities. In 

order to reduce the interest burden and also to   inculcate repayment ethics, 

interest subvention to banks and interest incentive to SHGs  are also 

extended by GoO and GoI. Revolving Fund to Grade I SHGs is also 

extended by GoO. Livelihood Clusters are being promoted by TRIPTI and 

also DSMS with financial assistance from GP level federation and Banks. 

SHG-BLP to gradually shift from providing access to banking services to 

livelihoods for SHG members. Community based organizations under OLM  

is functioning in four identified blocks as nodal points for promoting livelihood 

activities of members of SHGs. Master Book keepers are  imparted training 

on Information Technology to guide the SHGs to improve quality of book 

keeping at SHG level. e-NRLM has been launched by Govt. of India to have 

a common system for knowing the status of SHGs at Panchyat Level. 

Further, financial literacy drive as a part of Financial Inclusion Programme at 

SHG level, different agency connected to this type of Programme. 

Financing through Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) 

The JLG mode of financing serves as collateral substitute for loans 

provided to the small, marginal, tenant farmers, oral lessees, share croppers, 

etc. It enables the banks to reach farmers through group approach, adopt 

cluster approach, facilitate peer education and credit discipline. Hence the 

banks in the district may increase their financing to the small, marginal, 

tenant farmers and oral lessees through JLG mode of financing. As on 

31.3.15, a cumulative number of 2200 JLGs have been financed to the tune 

of Rs16.50 crore by different banks in the district. 

The cooperative movement started with enactment of cooperation Act 

in the year 1904. After independence, cooperation has become a subject 

matter under the state list. The Odisha Cooperative societies Act 1951 with 

major amendments in 1962, 1991 & 2001 respectively is now in operation 

throughout the state. 

Introduction 

The cooperation department was created with the objective of 

strengthening the co-operative movement in the State .Initially the co-

operation department remained part of one of the development Department 

which functioned under the cooperation and Forest Department and later 

under the Agriculture and Co-operation Department in 1991, the co-
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operation Department was carved out as separate Department from the 

erstwhile Agriculture & Co-operation Department. 

Functions 

Some of the important functions discharged by the cooperative 

Department are briefly indicated below. 

 Endeavouring to provide timely and adequate banking to farmers for 

financing their agricultural and allied activities. 

 Supply of inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides and seeds to the farmers 

 Administering the Crop Insurance Scheme to provide relief to farmers in 

the events of crop failure. 

 Providing  marketing support to farmers by way of bringing about the 

integrated  development of marketing of agricultural produce to safeguard  

the economic interests of the farming community. 

 Providing infrastructure for storage of agricultural produce through 

organization like the Odisha state Warehousing Corporation (OSWC) and 

the Odisha state Marketing federation(MARKFED) 

 Providing credit facilities for housing, house building co-operatives in 

both the rural and urban areas. 

 Imparting co-operative education and training to office bearers and 

members of Co-operative societies for strengthening the co-operative 

movement in the state. 

The office of the Asst. Registrar of Cooperative societies, 

Jagatsinghpur Circle is functioning from 1
st
 Feb 1976. It is situated on the 

side of Cuttack Machhagaon road with its headquarters is at Jagatsinghpur. 

The area of operation of this circle comprised entire revenue area of 

Jagatsinghpur District covering 8 no.s of Blocks and 2 nos.of municipal 

areas and partly 2 nos. of Blocks of Cuttack District. 

The primary agricultural credit societies are the bottom–tier of the short 

Term cooperative credit structure functioning at the grassroot (Grama 

Panchayat) level. These are primary societies owned by farmers, rural 

artisans etc. and are intended to promote thrift and mutual help among the 

members and to cater to their credit requirements and provide credit-linked 

service like input supply, storage and marketing of agricultural produce etc. 

These cooperative credit institutions with their wide outreach in the rural area 

and accessibility to the small marginal farmers and the other marginalized 

population have been playing a vital role in dispensation of agricultural 

credit. 
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Objectives 

1 To cater to the  credit need mostly farm credit income generation 
activities of farmers and other members 

2 To extend selected banking service to members. 

3 To take up marketing of agricultural produce of member farmers. 

4 To cater to the consumer needs mostly essential commodities of 
members. 

5 To create awareness among farmers to adopt improved farming 
practices.  

6 To reach out to the unprivileged section of the community through 
SHGs, JLGs and TFGs  

Long Term Credit 

Four Cooperative Agricultural & Rural Development Banks (CARD 

BANK) are working at the sub divisional level providing long term credit in 

Agricultural and allied sectors. 

Non-Agriculture Credit 

One branch of Cuttack Urban Cooperative Bank and 18 Employees 

Credit Cooperative Societies ECCS are functioning in the district to meet the 

credit need of their members. 

Marketing Cooperatives 

There is one Regional Cooperative Marketing Society (RCMS) in the 

district which is under liquidation since 1990. 

Consumer Cooperatives 

There are two wholesale consumer cooperative stores functioning at 

Jagatsinghpur and Paradeep. That apart, 7 primary consumers cooperatives 

have been organized at grass root level. The consumers‟ stores undertake 

the business of controlled and non-controlled commodities and supply 

consumer needs at a reasonable price. 

Housing Coopratives 

The objective behind the organization of housing cooperatives is to 

provide housing loans to the members of the low and middle income groups. 

In the district there are 3 HBCS. 
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Regulated Market Committee 

The two nos. of Regulated market committees are functioning in 

Jagatsinghpur and Rahama for providing marketing support to farmers for 

marketing their produce, creating and strengthening   infrastructure for 

marketing of agricultural produce and increasing marketing efficiency, thus 

enhancing farmers‟ income. 

Miscellaneous Co-operatives 

Apart from the above mentioned cooperative institutions, other 

cooperatives such as women cooperatives, printing CS. MPCS, Farming CS, 

LCCS & Canteen CS, etc. have also been organized to fulfil the multifarious 

needs of members.. 

Insurance 

Introduction: Apart from life insurance there are many more subjects to 

insure. One such is called General Insurance, which directly and indirectly 

influences the economic and social condition of the general public. In day to 

day life general insurance subjects span widely from household objects to 

health. 

PARTICIPATION: In General Insurance activity the National Insurance 

Company is the largest participant in the district of Jagatsinghpur since last 

three decades and Branch Offices at Kujang, Paradeep subsequently at 

Jagatsinghpur  District HQ since last 6 years w.e.f.   31 July 2009. 

PRODUCTS AND ITS USES: The Insurance Company serves the 

general public through more than 120 products ranging from Motor 

Insurance to Health Insurance and Personal Accident Insurance to 

Machinery Insurance. Now-a-days the Health Insurance products are widely 

accepted. Banks have come forward to share the benefit of General 

Insurance products through their customers. Recently Pradhan Mantry 

Surakshya Bima Yojona targets near about 20 cr. of people of India to come 

under the fold of Banking operation. The Insurance Company has 

participated in the cattle insurance (9480 Nos., Premium 2754662) and 

BKKY. It is insuring 3500 vehicles each year at least with a cost of insurance 

premium Re.1 crore nearly and other products like Fire, Shopkeeper, 

Burglary and Health risks with a cost of about Rs.20 Lakhs. The awareness 

among the insuring public is very negligible within the district.  

PMJDY (Pradhan Mantri Jana Dhana Yojana) in the district 

The captioned programme was launched by Hon‟ble Prime Minister on 

August 2014 for bringing the excluded group to the banking fold. The 

responsibility was assigned to banks. After conducting household survey 

and identifying the persons having no bank account, the bankers are ready 
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to open Basic Savings Bank Accounts with zero balance. The scheme 

provides overdraft facility of maximum Rs.5000/- to the savings bank holder 

on successful operation of the account for at least 45 days. Similarly, life 

insurance and accident insurance facility are also available under the 

scheme to the account holders who are regularly operating the account. As 

on 30.6.2015, 192682 BSBD accounts have been opened by the banks in 

the district. Apart from the above Scheme another three schemes were 

launched for the benefit of common man in unorganised sector viz, Pradhan 

Mantri Surakshya Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 

Yojana and Atal Pension Yojana. The progress under Pradhan Mantri 

Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojna, Pradhan Mantri Surakshya Bima Yojna and Atal 

Pension Yojana is not encouraging. As on 30.6.2015, 10828 a/c holders 

have been enrolled under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, 28723 

have been enrolled under Pradhan Mantri Surakshya Bima Yojana and 230 

under Atal Pension Yojana. 

Despite all the remarkable progress as envisaged above the only 

disheartening phenomenon with regard to the district is the low CD ratio 

which is around 25%, much below the National average.  Steps are being 

taken for improving the same which if materialised would place 

Jagatsinghpur at a better footing among the top districts of Odisha. 

Consumer Forum 

Cases disposed of during the last 5 years 

Year Filing Disposed Pending 

2011 135 87 48 

2012 183 36 147 

2013 188 88 100 

2014 163 63 100 

2015 157 96 61 

(Sources: District Consumer Forum) 

The District Registration Administration 

The Registration District of Jagatsinghpur came into existence on 1
st
 

June, 1993 in pursuance of the Govt. of Odisha, Revenue and Excise 

Department Notification No.23363/R dtd.24.05.1993. It consists of six 

Registration Sub-Districts, namely, Tirtol, Debidol, Balikuda, Raghunathpur, 

Kujanga and Jagatsinghpur. 

The Additional District Magistrate, Jagatsinghpur is the ex-officio 

District Registrar appointed under section 6 of the Registration Act whose 

jurisdiction and administrative control extends to the whole of the 
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Registration District of Jagatsinghpur as per section 68 of the Registration 

Act. 

Whereas the District Registration Office, Jagatsinghpur is amalgamated 

with the office of the District Sub-Registrar, Jagatsinghpur, the District Sub-

Registrar exercises his powers for the Sub-Districts of Jagatsinghpur in 

addition to his power as the technical head of the entire Registration District. 

Whereas all the Sub-Registrars and the District Sub-Registrar, 

Jagatsinghpur are departmental posts, at present the Tahasildars of 

Balikuda, Debidol and Tirtol and the Additional Tahasildar of Kujanga are 

temporarily discharging the duties of the respective Sub-Registrars under 

section 12 of the Act as ex-officio, Sub-Registrars. 

The District Registration Office ensures that the services (i) under the 

Registration Act, namely, Registration and filing of documents, issuance of 

encumbrance certificate and certified copy and preservation of registration 

and related records, (ii) under the Special Marriage Act, 1954, namely, 

solemnization and registration of marriages, and (iii) under the Orissa Money 

Lending Act, namely, issuance of money lending certificates are rendered 

properly and timely. Besides that the ADM-cum-District Registrar being the 

Additional Registrar of Societies, render services relating to registration of 

societies within his jurisdiction. 

The District Registration Administration also ensures that there is 

collection of revenue in form of stamp duty and registration fees especially 

through the e-Registration systems. The collection figure for the last 3 

financial years are Rs.13,08,20,845.00, Rs.9,75,17,877.00 and 

Rs.5,95,79,236.00 for 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 respectively. This 

District Registration Administration ensures augmentation of Govt. Revenue 

in addition to the rendering of valid and prompt services to the citizens 

especially under the provisions of ORTPS Act. 

(Sources: Sub-Registrar, Jagatsinghpur) 

 

***  
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CHAPTER-VII 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 

 

Evolution of Transport and Communications system in the district 

Jagatsinghpur was declared an independent district in the year 1993 

and prior to that it was a sub division of the undivided Cuttack district. 

Jagatsinghpur was a village in the 2
nd

 half of the 19
th
 century. After 

independence Jagatsinghpur became a block and in 1967, it was declared a 

subdivision. This subdivision remained under the RTO Cuttack. In older days 

Jagatsinghpur region was surrounded by different rivers like the Mahanadi & 

Devi. Much earlier, the transport system in this region depended upon 

navigation and some earthen roads. 

During the 7
th
 decade of the 19

th
 century, Machagaon & Taladanda 

canals came in to existence and the transport system depended upon these 

two canals. Prior to that when the rivers were navigable, they served as the 

main route of naval communication. Later when the Machhagaon and 

Taladanda canals came up, these became the prime transport system for 

passenger and goods. 

The roads were kuchha and generally inhabitants depended upon 

bullock carts only. During the beginning of the 3
rd

 decade of the 20
th
 century 

these earthern tracks could connect Cuttack and Jagatsinghpur and then the 

morram topped ones facilitated plying of motor vehicles which became the 

prime source of transport. During the 6
th
 decade of 20

th
 century the morram 

road from Cuttack to Jagatsinghpur and Cuttack to Rahama became 

metallised and asphalt roads. After the declaration of Jagatsinghpur as a 

subdivision under un-divided Cuttack district, the road system to different 

places improved. 

After the opening of Paradeep port the roads from Cuttack to 

Jagatsinghpur were declared as State Highways. 

Old time trade routes in the district 

In the old time the trade routes of this district depended on the naval 

system and subsequently with the discontinuance of the water-ways system, 

surface connectively ensured efficient transportation. 

Road Transport – National and State Highways, Major District Roads, 

Other District Roads, Revenue Roads, Gram Panchayat and Village 

Roads, and Forest Roads. 
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The routes described in early paragraphs were rough and when the 

British conquered the district in 1803, it was practically isolated from the rest 

of India. There was but little internal communication. In spite of the long sea-

coast, few vessels ventured to anchor in at the surf-beaten coast, and no 

measures were taken to survey the harbours to ascertain the capabilities of 

its estuaries. Traffic along the rivers, then was rendered difficult by 

enormous volume of water they brought down in the rains. In addition to the 

natural difficulties of river route, the vexatious imposts and transit dues of 

Marathas made it impossible for boatmen to ply their trade with any profit. 

Throughout the district there was not a single road in the modern sense of 

the term, though the then roads were mere fair-weather cart tracks, without 

bridges and without proper ferry arrangements for crossing the numerous 

water courses. 

The first step taken was the construction of the great Odisha Trunk 

Road better known as Jagannath Road which was sanctioned in 1811 and 

completed in 1825, out of a special fund known as “Jagannath Road Fund”. 

It was not metalled and not improved in any respect. The road was covered 

with long heap of mud and clay. It was next to impossible for any wheeled 

vehicles except for the high-wheeled Cuttack hackeries. In some parts, 

where the soil was sandy,  pedestrians did not suffer much inconvenience at 

any time of the year; but across the many low plains where the soil was 

clayey, the difficulty of making any progress in inclement weather could 

hardly be exaggerated. A short history of the Jagannath Road Fund is given 

in Appendix-1 of this chapter. 

The terrible deficiency of communication which existed as late as 1866, 

was made apparent in the great Odisha famine when the people were stuck 

up in between pathless jungles and impassable seas without provisions”. 

The Famine Commissioners of 1867 described the positions as follows: 

The Principal District Board Roads were: 

(1) The Cuttack-Taladanda road, 44 miles (70 k.m) long of which 14 

miles (22km.) were metalled running along the southern bank of the 

Mahanadi and forming with the Taladanda canal, the principal route between 

Cuttack and False Point. 

(2) The Kandarpur-Machagaon road, which took off from the last road 

at the 11
th
 mile (51km.) more than half of it was metalled. Like the Cuttack-

Taladanda road it was an important trade route and carried heavy traffic.  

Modes of Conveyance 

Before 1947, due to poor communication facilities in most parts of the 

district, life was restricted to the villages. Only on rare occasions like visits to 
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holy places, people used to travel from one village to another and that too in 

groups on foot generally taking thereby a long time to complete their outward 

and inward journeys. Sometimes bullock-carts were used by common people 

in the villages for moving from village to village. The rich people were, 

however, using palanquins, elephants and horses. Horse-drawn carriages 

were used by the rulers of princely states, high officials and famous pleaders 

in urban areas. Till recent past, horse-drawn carriages and hand pulled 

rickshaws were a common sight in the urban area of Jagatsinghpur.  

During pre-Independence period, most of the roads of the district were 

in poor condition. They were unmetalled devoid of any bridge and suitable 

only in fair-weather. Since the beginning of the five-year plans much 

attention has been given for construction of more and better roads with 

bridges and culverts and development of existing ones. By 1961, the district 

has the longest road mileage among the thirteen districts of the state. Every 

100 sq. miles (259 sq. km.) in the district was served by about 110 km. of the 

road when the state average was 58km. The total road length of the district 

was 453.282km. 

Since then the lengths of all categories of roads have further increased. 

The district at present is served by National Highways, Sate Highways, 

Major District Roads, Other District Roads and Classified village Roads, 

apart from municipal, forest and village roads.  

The length of roads in kilometers according to category and surface 

classification in the district is given below as on the 31-07-2015: 

Category of roads Surfaced     Unsurfaced   Total 

National Highways  

Express Highways 

State Highways 133   133  

Major District Roads 40.44   40.44  

Other District Roads 279.842   279.842 

Classified Village Roads  

 

National Highway No. 5-A 

The National Highway No. 5-A previously a portion of the Daitari-

Paradeep Expressway starts from the National Highway No.5 at Chandikhol 

and proceeds up to Paradeep. This all-weather and black-topped road, 77 

km. in length, is entirely within the district. It passes through Balichandrapur 

and Marsaghai. The road was constructed during early sixties of the last 

century in the most inaccessible part of the district as an Express Highway 
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mainly to carry iron-ore from Daitari Mines to Paradeep port for shipment 

aboard.  

State Highway No. 12 

 The Cuttack-Paradeep road is known as the State Highway No. 12. It 

starts from the National Highway No. 5 at Cuttack and passes through 

Biribati, Kandarpur, Sompur, Manpur, Raghunathpur, Jaipur, Tirtol, Rahama, 

Kujanga before terminating at the Paradeep port. The total length of this all-

weather and concrete road is 90 km. It is one of the busiest roads of the 

district. There are inspection bungalows at Manpur and Taldanda.   

State Highway No. 43 

 The Kandarpur-Machhagaon road is known as the State Highway No. 

43. It starts from the State Highway No. 12 at Kandarpur and passes through 

Kaijanga, Dalaeghai, Biridi, Hajipur, Balia, Nuapola, Jagatsinghpur, Dihasai, 

Gopalpur, Balikuda, Kania. The total length of this all-weather and black-

topped road is 51 km. 

Major District Roads 

 Major District Roads usually connect important places of trade and 

commerce with railways, State Highways and National Highways. These 

roads are constructed and mainained by the State Government.  

There were 3 Major District Roads in the district with a total length of 

40.44 km. as on 31-07-2015. Out of this 13 km. are concrete and the rest 

27.44 km are black-topped road.  

A brief note on each of the Major District Roads is given below: 

Major District Road-1 

The Major District Road No. 1 includes Jagatsinghpur-Jaipur road. The 

length of Jagatsinghupr-Jaipur road which starts from Jagatsinghpur, is 13 

km. The road passes through Tarapada, Sampur, Nalibar, Chhapada and 

leaves for Jaipur. This all-weather road is concrete. 

Major District Road-2 

The Major District Road No. 2 includes Kania-Borikina-Paldhuabandha 

road. The length of Kania-Borikina-Paldhubandhua road which starts from 

State Highway No.43 at Kania is 09 km long. The road passes through 

Tertanga, Nardia, Borikina and leaves for Paldhuabandha. This all-weather 

road is black-topped. 
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Major District Road-3 

 The Major District Road No. 3 includes Balibhauri-Sikharghat road. 

The length of Balibhauri-Sikharghat road which starts from State Highway 

No.43 at Balibhauri is 18 km long in the district. The road passes through 

Alanahat, Mundala, Naugaon Block Chhak, Naugaon Hat and leaves for 

Sikharghat. This all-weather road is black-topped. 

Other District Roads 

There are 41 Other District Roads (O.D.R.) in the district which are of 

the same type as the Major District Roads except that they are subject to 

more interruptions to traffic during rainy season. Total length of these roads 

in the district is 279.842 km. Details about the Other District Roads with their 

length in kilometers are given below: 

Classified Village Roads 

There are 901.205 km. of the classified village Roads (C.V.R) 

maintained by the Rural Works Department in the district. These are 

generally unmetalled approach roads connecting main roads with villages. 

Their details as on 31
st
 March 2015 are given below: 

 
Surface Status of R.D. Roads 

 
Name of the Division: Rural Works Division, Jagatsinghpur 
 

Sl. Name of the 

Constituency 

No. of 

Roads 

BT in 

Kms. 

MT in 

Km 

MSB 

in Km 

Earthen 

in Km 

CC 

Road 

Total in 

Km 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1. Tirtol 48 127.521 15.832 0.850 1.000 66.027 211.230 

2. Paradeep 39 124.904 16.509 4.200 17.678 50.40 213.686 

3. Jagatsinghpur 35 68.807 3.508 10.260 46.498 47.489 176.562 

4. Balikuda/ 

Erasama 

44 163.140 14.050 1.833 82.060 38.644 299.727 

TOTAL 166 484.372 49.899 17.143 147.236 202.555 901.205 

 
BT  : Black Topped 
MT  : Metal Topped 
MSB  : Metal Sub Base 
CC Road : Cement Concrete 
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 Bullock-carts, the age-old means of transport, are still used by people 

in the villages. People in towns sometime also transport food grains, building 

materials and other goods in these two-wheelers. The old ceremonial Palki 

and Sabari carried by men are rarely seen except on ceremonial occasions 

like marriages in rural areas. Cycle and Cycle-rickshaws both for carrying 

passengers and goods are common both in urban and rural areas of the 

district. Due to development of road system, motor vehicles are plying to the 

remotest parts of the district, nowadays.  

 The following statement shows the number of other vehicles like 

Motor-cycle, scooters, trucks, taxis, cars, jeeps, buses and auto-rickshaws 

registered in the district during the year ending 31
st
 July 2015. 

Name of the Motor Vehicles      Number of registered   motor 
vehicles 

Motor cycle, Scooter and Moped 64951 
Truck  7290 
Taxi  1492 
Bus  118 
Auto-rickshaw 1342 
Other Motor Vehicles 3848 

Total  79041 

 

Road Accidents 

The total number of road accidents which occurred in this district up to 

31
st
 July 2015: was reported to be 112. 

Public Transport 

Presently transport plays a vital role in the economic development of 

the state. In the state the administration of Motor vehicle Act, 1939, the 

Odisha Motor Vehicles (Taxation of Passengers) Act, 1969, the Odisha 

Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1988 and Rules framed there under, collection 

of taxes on motor vehicles and passengers, development of road and rail 

transport and matters relating to civil aviation are under the purview of the 

Transport Department of the State Government.  

State Transport Authority 

The State Transport Authority (S.T.A) has been reconstituted on the 6
th
 

June 1990 under section 68 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 under the 

Chairmanship of the Transport Commissioner and it consists of 3 other 

official and non-official members.  
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The Transport Commissioner-Cum-Chairman, State Transport 

Authority, Odisha is the controlling authority in respect of staff sanctioned for 

the headquarters, for the Regional Transport Officers, Additional Regional 

Transport Officers and the Motor Vehicle Inspectors in the field. He 

exercises general control over various functions as envisaged in different 

Acts and Rules and monitors the collection of Motor Vehicle taxes, fees, 

fines etc. of the state.  

The State Transport Authority issues the inter-state and inter district 

route permits. As per the provisions of law laid down in the Motor Vehicles 

Act, 1988, the State Transport Authority, Odisha has entered into reciprocal 

transport agreements with the neighbouring states of Andhra Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Bihar.  

Regional Transport Authority 

The Regional Transport Authority is constituted under section 68 of the 

Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 under the Chairmanship of Collector and District 

Magistrate. The main function of the Regional Transport Authority is to 

implement provisions of Motor Vehicle Act and Rules at the regional level 

and to collect different taxes and fees levied under the Act and the Rules 

there under as may be imposed by the Government from time to time. The 

Regional Transport Authority issues permits (inter-district) for routes situated 

within its jurisdiction. 

Buses operated by private parties  

Apart from the buses run by the Odisha State Road Transport 

Corporation, about 118 buses owned by private parties also ply in the 

district. Besides, a large number of Trekkers, Tata Magic, Maxximo, Auto 

Rickshaw, Car Taxi carry passengers as contract carriages throughout the 

district.  

Motor Vehicles Taxes and Fees 

The Odisha Motor Vehicle Taxation Act, 1975 came into force with 

effect from 1
st
 October 1975. The motor vehicle revenue consists of motor 

vehicle tax, additional motor vehicle tax (introduced with effect from 10
th
 

October, 1985), penalty for non-payment of tax, driving license fee, 

conductor‟s license fee, registration fee, fitness and inspection fee, permit 

fee, compounding offences fee and miscellaneous fees.  

Collection of motor vehicle revenue for the last 3 years (ending 2012-

15) in the district is given below: 
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 (Rs. In crores) 

Year               Motor Vehicle Tax/            Total 
 Addl. Tax. Fees. etc. 

2012-13 1,27,759,865.00 1,27,759,865.00 

2013-14 1,31,860,209.00 1,31,860,209.00 

2014-15 1,22,151,075.00 1,22,151,075.00 

 

Railways, Waterways and Ferry System, Airstrips and Aerodrome 

Cuttack-Paradeep line 

From Cuttack Railway Station, a branch line of 84.31 km. in length, 

runs up to the major port at Paradeep. This is a broad-gauge single line and 

was opened to traffic on 8
th
 July 1973. It has five stations between Cuttack 

and Paradeep, namely Kandarpur, Raghunathpur, Badakhandeita, 

Gorakhanath , Rahama and Patpur and one passenger halt, viz., Sarala 

Road. 

Water Ways 

Boats 

The Government have pressed into service 256 boats in the district. 

These boats are placed at the disposal of the Dy. Collector, Civil Defense –

Cum- Dy. Nodal Officer, Jagatsinghpur. 

Ferry 

There are quite a good number of ferries in the district. They mainly 

transport a few persons and light vehicles only from one bank to the other 

bank of a river. Mechanised ferries with facilities to ferry across heavy 

vehicles like Truck, buses, etc. are altogether absent. A list of ferry services 

operating in the district is given in the following Tables. 
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Ferry Services in the District (I) 

 
Name 
of the 
District 

No. 
of 

Bloc
ks/ 

ULB 

Name 
of 

water 
body 

No. 
of 

Fer
ry 
Gh
ats 

No. of 
Regist
ered 

Boats 

No. of 
Unregis

tered 
Boats 

No. 
of 
Go
vt. 
Bo
ats 

No. 
of 

Priv
ate 
Boa
ts 

No. 
of 
Ma
al 
Bo
ats 

No. of 
Motor
ised 

Boats 

No. of 
Boats 
with 

Usage 
of Boat 
(Regul

ar/ 
Occasi
onal) 

No. 
of 

Boat
s 

Rene
wed 
in 

FY- 
14-15 

No. 
of 

Boat
s 

Licen
sed 
in 

FY- 
14-15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Jagatsin
ghpur 

8 Biluak
hai, 

Devi, 
Hansu

a, 
Maha
nadi, 
Paika 

37 30 39 22 47 5 44 69 8 8 

 

Ferry Services in the District (II) 

 
Sl
.  
N
o. 

Name of 
the 
Block 

No. of 
water 
body 

No. 
of 

Fer
ry 
Gh
ats 

No. of 
Regist
ered 

Boats 

No. of 
Unregis

tered 
Boats 

No. 
of 
Go
vt. 
Bo
ats 

No. 
of 

Priv
ate 
Boa
ts 

No. 
of 
Ma
al 
Bo
ats 

No. of 
Motori

sed 
Boats 

No. of 
Boats 
with 

Usage 
of Boat 
(Regul

ar/ 
Occasi
onal) 

No. 
of 

Boats 
Rene
wed 

in FY- 
14-15 

No. 
of 

Boat
s 

Licen
sed 
in 

FY- 
14-15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1.  Jagatsin
ghpur 

Biluak
hai, 
Devi 

11 3 9 3 9 9 3 12 

(Occasi
onal) 

Nil Nil 

2.  Tirtol Maha
nadi, 
Paika 

8 3 7 3 7 7 3 10 
(Occasi

onal) 

Nil Nil 

3.  Kujang Maha
nadi, 
Paika 

6 7 5 3 9 0 12 12 

(Occasi
onal) 

4 4 

4.  Biridi Biluak
hai, 
Devi 

4 4 5 4 5 5 4 9 
(Occasi

onal) 

Nil Nil 

5.  Balikuda Devi 3 4 9 4 9 0 13 9 (R) + 
4 (O) = 

13 

Nil Nil 

6.  Nuagao
n 

Devi 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 (R) + 
2 (O) = 

6 

Nil Nil 

7.  Erasama Hansu
a 

1 2 1 2 1 1 2 3 
(Occasi

onal) 

Nil Nil 

8.  Paradee
p 
Municipa
lity 

Maha
nadi 

1 4 0 0 4 0 4 4 
(Regula

r) 

4 4 

Total 37 30 39 22 47 25 44 69 8 8 
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Paradip Port 

 Paradip Port is one of the Major Ports of India. The Port (latitude 20
o
 

15‟ 56” N – longitude 86
o
 40‟ 4” E) is situated 210 nautical miles south of 

Kolkata and 260 nautical miles north of Visakhapatnam. The foundation 

stone of the port was laid by the-then Prime Minister of India Pt. Jawaharlal 

Nehru in the presence of Late Biju Patnaik, the then Chief Minister of Odisha 

on 3
rd

 January, 1962. Paradip Port was declared as the eighth major port of 

India on 18
th
 April, 1966. Eventually it became the first major port in the 

eastern coast of India. The Port Trust was formed on 1
st
 November, 1967. 

 

 Paradip Port has an artificial lagoon with an entrance channel of 2 km 

long and 17.1 M deep, approach channel of 10 km long and 18.7 M deep 

and one turning circle of 520 M diameter.  

 Paradip Port is equipped with fifteen numbers of berths along with three 

Single Point Moorings of IOC and one Roll on Roll off (RO-RO) Jetty. 

 It is strategically situated to serve a vast hinterland spreading over the 

states of Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 

Bihar and West Bengal. 

 Paradip Port has the capacity of 131.50 million tonnes as on 

31.03.2016. It has handled its highest ever annual traffic throughput of 76.39 

million tonnes in FY 2015-16 as compared to 71.01 million tonnes handled 

during the FY 2014-15 with a growth of 7.57% over the corresponding period 

of previous year. The Port retained its 2
nd

 position in cargo traffic among the 

Major ports consecutively for 3 years. 

 The customer-friendly ISO-9001-2008 certified and ISIP compliant 

Paradip Port is at present handling various cargos like Curde Oil, POL 

products, Iron Ore, Thermal Coal, Chrome Ore, Cooling Coal, Manganese 

Ore, Charge Chrome, Ferro Chrome, Ferro Manganese, Limestone, Hard 

Coke, Ingots and Moulds, Billets, Finished Steel Scrap, Fertilizer, Fertilizer 

Raw Material, Clinker, Gypsum, Project Cargo and Containers. 
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 The existing capacity of the port is 118.50 MMT per annum and is 

getting ready to have a capacity of 325.00 MMT per annum by 2020. The 

port has its own Railway System having a route length of about 7.4 kms and 

track length of 84 kms. 

Traffic 

Principal Commoditywise Traffic Handled by PPT during FY 2015-16 

(In Million Metric Tonnes) 

Commodity 2015-16 2014-15 % Variation 
T. Coal 31.79 30.13 5.48 
Coking Coal 8.65 7.87 9.89 
POL 20.57 17.98 14.41 
FRM (Dry) 4.36 4.38 (-) 0.38 
Iron Ore 0.50 2.18 (-) 76.99 
Container (MMT) 0.12 0.07 (-) 80.85 
(TEU) 4983 4312 (-) 15.56 
Others 10.39 8.40 25 
Total 76.39 71.01 7.57 

 
 

Loading and unloading of Cargo in PPT during Fy 2015-16 

(In Million Metric Tonnes) 

 2015-16 2014-15 Variation (%) 

Unload 47.90 46.19 (+) 3.69 

Load 28.16 24.75 (+) 13.80 

Transh 0.33 0.07 (+) 350.46 

Total 76.39 71.01 (+) 7.57 

 

Performance Parameters 
 
Parameters Unit 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 
     

Average Turnaround 

Time (Total) 

Days 4.62 7.01 4.50 

Average Output per 

Ship berthday. 

Tonnes 18179 17736 21139 

 

 Major Projects (ongoing) 

(i) Development of Multipurpose-clean cargo berth (PPP, Est. Cost: 

Rs.430.78 Cr. at 2013-14 price, Capacity: 5 MMTPA). 

Concession Agreement has been signed with Paradip International 

Cargo Terminal Pvt. Ltd. (PICTPL) on 07.03.2015 at 11.044% revenue 

share to the Port. PICTPL have deposited license fee for handing over the 
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project site to the Concessionaire. Award of Concession is under process 

for issue. 

(ii) Development of Oil Jetty (Captive) in Southern Dock at Paradip Port 

(Cost: Rs. 222 Cr, 10 MMTPA Capacity) 

LOA was issued on 22/03/2013 in favour of M/s. IOCL. The construction of 

Oil Jetty was completed and the same was inaugurated by Shri Nitin 

Gadkari, Hon‟ble Union Minister, Ministry of Shipping, Road Transport & 

Highways, Govt, of India in the presence of Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 

Hon‟ble Union Minister, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Govt, of India 

on 10/07/2015. 

(iii) Development of Deep Draught Coal Berth on BOT basis (PPP, Est. 

Cost: Rs. 479.01 Cr, Capacity: 10 MMTPA) 

Concession Agreement was signed with Essar Paradip Terminal Ltd. on 

10/11/2009 with 31% revenue share to PPT. 

(iv) Development of Deep Draught Iron Ore Berth on BOT basis [PPP 

mode, Est. Cost: Rs. 740.19 Cr, Capacity: 10 MMTPA]: 

LOA has been issued on 05/02/2015 in favour of M/s. JSW Southwest 

Ports Consortium at 21% revenue share to the Port. Concession 

Agreement has been signed on 29/05/2015 with the SPV, JSW Paradip 

Terminal Pvt. Ltd. 

(v) Mechanization of EQ-1 to EQ-3 berths at Paradip Port. (Capacity: 30 

MMTPA Estimated Cost: Rs. 1437.76Cr.) 

Letter of Award (LoA) has been issued in favour of JSW infrastructure Ltd.- 

South West Port Ltd.(Consortium) on 29.02.2016 with a revenue share of 

31.70 % to Paradip Port Trust. 

Paradip Port Trust 

The port is administered by a Board of Trustees consisting of the 

Chairman, the Deputy Chairman and eleven members representing the 

Government of India, Government of Odisha, Customs, Indian Railways, 

Indian Navy, M.M.T.C of India, Indian National Ship Owners‟ Association, 

Odisha Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Utkal Chamber of Commerce 

and two members representing the labour employed in the port.  

Postal Services 

Jagatsinghpur Head post office is the only Head Post office in 

Jagatsinghpur district situated in the district headquarters of Jagatsinghpur 

district. It comes under Cuttack South Postal Division of Bhubaneswar 

Region of Odisha Postal Circle. It is the 1st Head Post Office under 
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Jagatsinghpur District and 2nd Post Office under Cuttack South Division with 

Core Banking Solution (CBS) Platform.  There are 35 Sub-Offices (SOs) 

functioning under this Head Post Office. The details are given as under.  

1. Alanahat SO, 2. Anakhia SO, 3. APR Colony SO, 4. Balikuda SO, 5. 

Biridi Road SO, 6. Borikina SO, 7. Chatra SO, 8. Devidol SO, 9. Erasama 

SO, 10. Gadama SO, 11. Garadpur SO, 12. IOCL(Paradeep) SO, 13. 

Kaduapara SO, 14. Kanakpur SO, 15. Kishorenagar SO, 16. Kolor SO, 17. 

Krishnanandapur SO, 18. Kujang SO, 19. Machhagaon SO, 20. Madhuban 

SO, 21. Mandasahi SO, 22. Manijanga SO, 23. Nalibar SO, 24. Naugaonhat 

SO, 25.  Paradeep MDG, 26. PPL Township SO, 27. Raghunathpur SO, 28. 

Rahama SO, 29. Sector-21 SO,30.  Somepur SO, 31. SVM College SO, 32. 

Tarapur SO, 33. Tiran SO, 34. Tirtol SO,35. Tyendakura SO 

Out of 35 Post offices 2 SOs v.i.z. Somepur SO and Kishorenagar SO 

are located in Cuttack district and 4 SOs v.i.z. Garadpur SO, Kolar SO, 

Krishnanandapur SO, Tendakura SO are located in Kendrapara district and 

the rest 29 SOs are situated in Jagatsinghpur district.  

Facilities Available at Jagatsinghpur Head Post Office 

Mail Products 

Letter, Inland Letter Card, Postcard, Printed Post Card, Meghdoot Post 

Card, Book Packet, Book Packet Containing Printed Books, Book Packet, 

Containing Periodicals, Registered Newspaper, Blind Literature Packet, 

Pattern and Sample Packet, Parcel,Registration, Value Payable, Insurance, 

Indian Postal Order & e-IPO 

Premium Products 

Speed Post, Business Post, Express Parcel, Media Post, Greetings 

Post, Logistics Post, e-Post, Bill Mail service, e-Payment 

Domestic Money Transfer Service 

E-Money Order, Instant Money Order, Mobile Money Transfer Service 

International Money Transfer Service 

Western Union Money Transfer Service, Moneygram, International 

Financial System(IFS) 

Financial Services 

Post Office Savings Bank 

SB, Recurring Deposit, Time Deposit, Monthly Income Scheme, Senior 

Citizen Savings Scheme, PPF, NSC, KVP, Sukanya Samrudhi Accounts, (b) 

Core Banking Solution, (c )Third Party Products, New Pension Scheme 
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Insurance 

Postal Life Insurance, Rural Postal Life Insurance 

Philately Products 

Sale of Philately Stamps, Philatelic Ancillaries (FDC, Broachers, 

Souvenir Sheets, Philatelic Books and Products, My Stamp, Philatelic 

Souvenir Sheets 

Other Services 

Cable TV Licensing 

Telephone and Cell Phone Services 

In this age of information and communication technology the 

telecommunication service network in the country as well as in our state is 

being increased over the years. In Jagatsinghpur District most of the leading 

service providers including BSNL have expanded their service network and 

have enabled the people of this district to access the telephone and internet 

services. The following table indicates the growth of telecommunication 

services in Jagatsinghpur District.  

Telecommunication Services in Jagatsinghpur District  

(BSNL Only) 
Sl. 
No. 

Year No. of fixed 
land line 

No. of 
PCOs 

No. of Mobile 
users 

No. of Broadband 
Connection 

01. 2011-12 12872 355 23385 3690 

02. 2012-13 10664 267 25429 3137 

03. 2013-14 7856 243 32373 2798 

Source: SDO, Telephone, Jagatsinghpur & Paradeep 

It is revealed from the above table that the number of fixed Land line is 

decreasing overtime and no. of mobile users is increasing overtime. Due to 

the expansion of service network by other service providers like Airtel, Tata 

Docomo, Aircel, Vodafone etc. people of the district are also getting the 

mobile and internet service facilities in this district. 

Radio and Wireless System and Stations 

When communication is completely disrupted due to natural calamities 

like flood and cyclone, wireless helps in sending immediate messages. At 

present, there are 19 numbers of V.H.F. Wireless stations located at different 

police-stations and out-posts of the district. A well placed city grid V.H.F 

control is functioning in Cuttack to control crime and criminals, law and order 

and traffic movements in the city.  

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-VIII 

ECONOMIC TRENDS 

District Domestic Product – its composition and Trends 

Income of a district is considered to be the most important indicator of 

its economic development. Hence, estimation of income at the district level is 

gaining importance and momentum in recent years. The income of a district 

is termed as District Domestic Product (DDP). DDP estimation has the five 

broad objectives. They are: 1) Measurement of economic development of a 

district,2) Analysis of the sectoral contribution to the district 

economy,3)Evaluating the objectives of planning in the district, 4) 

Improvement of planning at the district level and 5) Examining of income 

disparity among the district.       

Before making an analysis of composition and trends of District 

Domestic Product, it is highly essential to briefly describe Gross District 

Domestic Product,Net District Domestic Product and Per Capita Income.(i) 

Gross District Domestic Product (GDDP) is the money value of the volume  

ofgoods and services produced in a district within a year, counted without 

duplication. It is equal to the income generated by the production of goods 

and services within the geographical boundary of a district. It can also be 

defined as the unduplicated value of output of all goods and services 

produced within the boundary of the district during the year. (ii)Net District 

Domestic Product (NDDP) is the net value of final goods and services 

produced within the district during one year. GDDP minus depreciation i.e. 

consumption of fixed capital,is equal to NDDP. (iii) The average income of 

the people of a district in a particular year is called per capita income in that 

year. This concept helps one to know the standard of living of the people of 

a district.  

In Odisha, the Directorate of Economics and Statisticsprepares 

estimates ofDistrict Domestic Product of all the districts. According to this 

source, District Domestic Product (DDP) in Jagatsinghpurcomes from the 

contributions of Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Finance and Services 

sectors.Primary Sector includes Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal 

Husbandry, Forestry, Fishery, Mining and Quarrying.Secondary 

Sectorconsists of Manufacturing (both registered and un-

registered),Electricity, Gas and Water supply, and Construction. Trade, Hotel 

and Restaurant, Transport and Communication come under the tertiary 

sector. In Finance and Servicesare included Banking, Insurance, Real 

Estate, Community, Social and Personal services. 
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A summary picture of NDDP at 2004-05 constant prices for 

Jagatsinghpur district for the period from 2004-05 to 2011-12 is presented in 

the following table. 

NDDP from 2004-05 to 2011-12 at 2004-05 Prices (in Lakh Rupees) 

Year 
Primary 
Sector 

Secondary 
sector 

Tertiary 
Sector 

Finance & 
Services 

Total 
NDDP 

2004-05 55763 65038 41059 47175 209035 

 
(26.68) (31.11) (19.64) (22.57) (100) 

2005-06 57663 56364 47146 49609 210781 

 
(27.36) (26.96) (22.55) (23.73) (100) 

2006-07 57504 73186 57285 52456 240430 

 
(23.92) (35.01) (27.40) (25.09) (100) 

2007-08 58303 89030 59360 56304 262997 

 
(22.17) (42.59) (28.40) (26.94) (100) 

2008-09 63212 98460 68365 64200 294236 

 
(21.48) (47.10) (32.71) (30.71) (100) 

2009-10 61733 58265 73858 70337 264193 

 
(23.37) (27.87) (35.33) (33.65) (100) 

2010-11 65940 54461 82969 74866 278236 

 
(23.70) (26.05) (39.69) (35.82) (100) 

2011-12 65019 62026 90038 77772 294855 

 
(22.05) (29.67) (43.07) (37.21) (100) 

Source: Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Odisha 

Note : Figures in parentheses indicate percentage 

It can be read off the table that NDDP shows an increasing trend 

except for the year 2009-10 in which NDDP has reduced to Rs.264193 from 

the 2008-09 level of Rs.294236 lakh. This has happened largely because of 

large decline in agricultural production following bad monsoons. A close look 

at the sectoral contributions to NDDP of the district shows that the share of 

primary sector has been continuously declining while those of the tertiary 

and finance and services sectors have been remarkably increasing over the 

years. This suggests that the district economy is getting more dominated by 

tertiary finance and service sectors activities and that the hold of the primary 

sector, agriculture in particular, has been losing ground. 

Per Capita NDDP from 2004-05 to 2010-11 at 2004-05 (in Rupees) 

Year Per Capita NDDP 
at 2004-05 prices 

Per Capita income 
at State Leve; 

2004-05 19275 17650 
2005-06 19297 18194 
2006-07 21854 20194 
2007-08 23733 21640 
2008-09 26361 22963 
2009-10 23498 22846 
2010-11 24568 23968 
2011-12 25851 23968 

Source: Directorate of Economics& Statistics, Odisha 
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The table makes interesting reading 

Per capita NDDP from 2004-05 to 2008-09 at 2004-05 prices has 

increased. In 2009-10 it has declined where after it has increased 

consistently. The decline in 2009-10 is due to the reduction in NDDP in that 

year from its previous level in 2008-09 and the same has been stated above 

reflected in a lower per capita income in 2009-10. It is heartening to note that 

the per capita NDDP of Jagatsinghpur district lies above that for the state as 

a whole consistently for the period 2004-05 to 2011-12. 

General Level of Prices 

Despite a continuously declining share, agriculture remains the 

backbone of districteconomy and large population of the district. Paddy is 

the major crop and grown roughly in 81,540 thousand hectares across the 

district. Sugarcane, Jute, Groundnut etc. are some of the major commercial 

crops grown in the district. Other crops like Maize, Green gram, Black gram 

etc. are also grown in the district. Pulses like Green gram (Mung) and black 

gram are grown in almost all areas except saline belts of Kujanga, Erasama 

and Balikuda.  

The prices of the Paddy and other agricultural products of the district 

show an erratic trend from 2002-03 to 2010-11. The following table shows 

the upward and downward trend of price of Paddy and prices of other 

agricultural products in Jagatsinghpur district visa-a- vis state of Odisha. 

Period Wholesale price of Paddy in Rs. per Qnt. 
Jagatsinghpur Odisha 

2002-03 327.23 430.31 
2004-05 451.00 

(37.82%) 
490.00 

(13.87%) 
2006-07 576.59 

(27.00%) 
547.00 

(11.63%) 
2008-09 844.00 

(46.38%) 
891.00 

(62.89%) 
2010-11 938.84 

(11.24%) 
955.00 
(7.18%) 

(Source : Directorate of Economics & Statistics) 

Wholesale Price in Rs. per Quintal / Year 

S

l. 

N

o 

Name 

of the 

Crop 

2002 - 03 2004 - 05 2006 - 07 2008 - 09 2010 - 11 

Jagatsi

nghpur 

Odis

ha 

Jagatsi

nghpur 

Odis

ha 

Jagatsi

nghpur 

Odis

ha 

Jagatsi

nghpur 

Odis

ha 

Jagatsi

nghpur 

Odis

ha 

1 Mung 1868.3

0 

212

3.04 

1793.0

0 

196

8.00 

2995.2

4 

292

7.00 

3225.0

0 

314

0.00 

3729.1

7 

404

2.00 

2 Biri 1554.2

1 

162

1.86 

1569.0

0 

155

8.00 

3168.7

5 

312

3.00 

2894.0

0 

308

7.00 

3950.0

0 

387

2.00 

3 Kulthi 829.27 966.

99 

864.00 966.

00 

924.67 126

5.00 

1450.0

0 

161

0.00 

1790.4

8 

204

0.00 

4 Musta

rd 

2250.0

0 

212

1.81 

2574.0

0 

229

7.00 

2309.0

0  

242

6.00 

NA  310

9.00 

NA 317

9.00 
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5 Grou

ndnut 

1411.1

1 

164

1.16 

1875.0

0 

171

5.00 

2172.8

0 

194

6.00 

NA 235

7.00 

2750.0

0  

245

1.00 

6 Jute NA 952.

33 

NA 101

9.00 

NA  NA NA  140

0.00 

2666.6

7 

260

0 

7 Sugar

cane 

NA NA 77.00 NA 111.11 NA 102.00 NA NA NA 

8 Patat

o 

587.84 519.

58 

614.00 595.

00 

676.11 859.

00 

750.00 745.

00 

742.50 715.

00 

(Source : Directorate of Economics & Statistics) 

The prices of other consumers‟ articles in the district show upand down 

trends. The price behaviour of different agricultural and non-agricultural 

commodities in the district follows the same pattern as observed at the state 

level, since business capital of the state i.e. Cuttack and capital city 

Bhubaneswar are situated in close proximity of Jagatsinghpur district. The 

following table shows the price situation in respect of other articles from 

2001 – 02 to 2010 – 11 in the district. 

Retail Price in Rs. per Kg. / ltr. 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the 
Commodities 

2001 
- 02 

2002 
- 03 

2003 
- 04 

2004 
- 05 

2005 
- 06 

2006 
- 07 

2007 
- 08 

2008 - 
09 

2009 - 
10 

2010 - 
11 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
1 Rice 7.60 6.53 8.22 8.49 8.00 8.85 11.29 12.17 12.88 16.46 
2 Atta 9.26 9.64 10.10 10.25 12.00 13.44 14.57 15.38 17.13 18.23 
3 Mung Dal 28.64 28.03 27.56 25.37 31.00 42.75 35.81 41.63 67.55 68.58 
4 Arhar 24.87 28.00 30.08 31.12 33.00 32.75 40.46 48.75 73.38 67.92 
5 Mustard Oil 37.84 52.60 61.79 55.67 54.00 52.63 66.48 74.46 70.71 73.71 
6 Groundnut 

Oil 
35.32 48.02 51.23 52.80 48.00 55.25 64.61 71.50 73.50 79.25 

7 Coconut Oil 52.91 70.51 78.63 76.87 78.00 80.63 81.54 85.42 89.09 118.96 
8 Patato 7.47 5.79 5.04 6.10 7.00 7.79 7.69 7.56 11.67 8.50 
9 Onion 8.19 7.76 10.08 8.53 8.00 11.21 11.42 14.29 15.58 18.75 
10 Sugar 16.57 14.90 15.69 19.30 21.00 19.13 17.79 23.00 34.67 32.21 
11 Gar 16.40 14.20 14.45 18.90 18.00 17.27 19.96 23.63 35.42 35.75 
12 Salt 2.23 2.43 3.23 3.67 7.00 6.13 6.50 7.54 8.25 8.65 
13 Kerosene 14.85 11.23 10.00 18.00 15.00 13.83 18.74 19.58 20.21 21.65 

(Source : Directorate of Economics & Statistics) 

Monthly Per-Capita Consumer Expenditure (MPCE) 

In NSS 66
th
 round survey (July 2009-June2010), it was found that the 

average MPCE of Jagatsinghpur was the highest at Rs.969/- which was 

around three times higher than that of Koraput district (Rs.369/-) in respect 

of rural areas. The state average is Rs.693.16/-. 

District-wise result of household consumer expenditure survey is 

presented for both rural and urban areas as per the MRP and URP 

methodology to indicate spatial disparity among districts below. 

Rural MPCE (MRP) 

Top three MPCE Districts Bottom three MPCE Districts 

Jagatsinghpur 969.64 Nuapada 369.24 

Jajpur 872.20 Malkangiri 462.40 

Khordha 857.84 Sonepur 473.36 
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Urban MPCE (MRP) 

Top three MPCE Districts Bottom three MPCE Districts 

Anugul 1797.29 Nuapada 786.96 

Khordha 1624.44 Malkangiri 944.99 

Sundergarh 1595.63 Sonepur 976.21 

It may be noted that the Urban MPCE of Jagatsinghpur district is 

recorded as Rs.1155.14/- which is below the state average of Rs.1374.84/-. 

However, for the rural areas, MPCE in Jagatsinghpur (Rs.969.64) is far 

ahead of that for the state (Rs.639.16). It is inferred from the tables given 

above that the people in rural areas of Jagatsinghpur have more purchasing 

power compared to other districts. It also indicates that they have a better 

livelihood position.However, in the report on urban areas, the position of 

Jagatsinghpur district is moderate.  

Wage Payment System and Wage rate for different categories of 

workers 

Wage means all remuneration by way of salary, allowances or 

otherwise expressed in terms of money payable to a person employed in 

respect of his establishment or work performed in such employment. The 

wage period may be daily, weekly, fortnightly and at best monthly. Wage 

period exceeding more than one month is not allowed under the law.  

Minimum wage system 

For ensuring minimum wages in certain employments, the Minimum 

Wages Act was enacted in the year 1948. It is a Central Act which provides 

for fixing/revising minimum wages in certain employments as advised by the 

Minimum Wages Advisory Board. Under this Act, the State Government 

have been authorized to fix/revise the minimum rate of wages in different 

employments which are included in the Schedule of the Act. In order to cover 

a large number of workers engaged in different employments, the 

State/Central Government are adding different types of employment to the 

schedule of the Act and fixing/revising the minimum rate of wages 

accordingly. 

Considering the rise in consumers‟ price index, the State Government 

is fixing/revising the minimum rate of wages in different employments from 

time to time.On 24.07.2015, the Government of Odisha in Labour and E.S.I. 

Department has again notified the revised rates of Minimum Wages payable 

to the employees employed in 88 scheduled employments with effect from 

24th July, 2015 vide Notification No.6502-LL-I(AR)-1/15/LESI published in 

the extraordinary issue of Odisha Gazette on 24th July, 2015 as mentioned 

below. 
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Categories of Employment  Revised rate of Minimum Wages w.e.f. 24.07.2015 

Unskilled  -   Rs. 200.00 per day 

Semi Skilled -   Rs. 220.00 per day 

Skilled  -   Rs. 240.00 per day 

Highly Skilled -   Rs. 260.00 per day 

 

1. The minimum rates of wages are all inclusive rates including the 

basic rates, the cost of living allowances and the cash value of the 

concessional supply, if any, of essential commodities. 

2. The daily minimum rates of wages shall be inclusive of wages 

payable for the weekly day of rest. 

3. The minimum rates of wages are applicable to employees 

employed by contractors also. 

4. The minimum rates of wages for disabled persons shall be the 

same as payable to the workers of the appropriate category. 

5. There shall not be any discrimination between male and female 

workers in the matter of payment of minimum wages in any category of 

employment. 

6.  

a) “Unskilled” work means work which involves simple operation 

requiring little or no skill or experience on the job. 

b) “Semi-skilled” work means work which involves some degree of 

skill or competence acquired through experience on the job and which is 

capable of being performed under the supervision or guidance of a skilled 

employee and includes un-skilled supervisory work. 

c) “Skilled” work means work which involves skill or competence 

acquired through experience on the job or through training as an apprentice 

or in a technical or vocational institute and the performance of which calls for 

initiative and judgement. 

d) “Highly Skilled” work means work which calls for a high degree of 

performance and full competence in the performance of certain tasks, 

acquired through intensive technical or professional training or practice, work 

experience for long years and also required for workers to assure full 

responsibility for the judgement or decisions involved in the execution of 

these tasks. 
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7. An adult employee shall work for 8(eight) hours per day excluding 

half an hour of rest. 

The daily rate of minimum wages for different categories of workers at 

different times is given in the following table.  Besides, the industrial workers 

are mostly getting more than minimum  wages as agreed by and between 

the management/employer and the workmen/Union by virtue of a 

bipartite/tripartite memorandum of settlement.  

Rate of Minimum Wages during last 20 years 

Sl. 
No 

Year Amount of minimum wages (including VDA) fixed per day (in 
Rs.) 

Effective 
date (w.e.f.) 

Unskilled Semiskilled Skilled Highly skilled 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 1996 30.00 36.00 42.00 48.00 15.08.1996 
2 1998 32.50 38.50 44.50 50.50 25.09.1998 
3 1999 40.00 48.00 56.00 64.00 01.05.1999 
4 2001 42.50 50.50 58.50 66.50 01.05.2001 
5 2002 50.00 60.00 70.00 80.00 01.01.2002 
6 2004 52.50 62.50 72.50 82.50 01.01.2004 
7 2006 55.00 65.00 75.00 85.00 01.01.2006 
8 2007 70.00 80.00 90.00 100.00 01.05.2007 
9 2009 90.00 103.00 116.00 129.00 13.07.2009 
10 2011 92.50 105.50 118.50 131.50 13.07.2011 
11 2012 150.00 170.00 190.00 205.00 09.10.2012 
12 2014 152.50 172.50 192.50 207.50 09.10.2014 
13 2015 200.00 220.00 240.00 260.00 24.07.2015 

 

The actual wages prevailing in different sectors engaging / employing 

workers / employees may differ from those prescribed under the Minimum 

Wages Act as amended from time to time. 

The following table gives daily wages of different categories of 

labourers in Jagatsinghpur district. 

Type of Rural Labourers Average Daily Wages Per Manday (in ₹) 
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

1 2 3 4 
Skilled Labourer    
1 Carpenter 205.83 265.00 300.00 
2 Mason 234.17 277.00 321.00 
3        Tractor driver 212.50 292.00 308.00 
 Agricultural field 
labourers 

   

1 Men 145.73 180.00 199.00 
2 Women 128.04 148.00 180.00 
(Other Agricultural 
Labourers) 

   

1 Men 142.15 204.00 201.00 
2 Women 123.04 178.00 192.00 
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Average daily wages of different classes of rural labourers shows an 

increasing trend from 2011-12 to 2013-14 in the district. The wage rate is 

also higher than the wage rate fixed by State Government under the 

provisions of the Minimum Wages Act. 

Besides, the agricultural labourers of this district demand more wages 

for agriculture works. As Paradip is the major industrial hub in this district, 

the labour classes are moving to work in industries established in and 

around Paradip for getting higher wages. This creates labour problem in 

agriculture and thereby constrains agricultural production in the district. 

Further, the state capital Bhubaneswar and Cuttack are situated in the 

neighbourhood and exodus of workers takes place for earning better wages.  

Standard of Living 

Standard of living is a measure of quality of life or level of material 

prosperity enjoyed by individual, a specific demographic group, or a 

geographical region. In Economics, the term standard of living is used to 

determine the relative prosperity of a population.  Standard of living is a 

composite of different factors that are generally believed to enhance the 

quality of life of people in population. The factors which normally determine 

standard of living are (1) Per capita income, (2)Life expectancy, (3)Quality of 

housing, (4)Level of crime, (5)Access to health care, (6) Access to 

education, (7)Access to Social services,  (8)Political freedom and (9) Social 

freedom etc. However, Economistsoften use per capita income as a 

measure of standard of living.Since higher percapita income allows people to 

buy more goods and services, and increases access to education and to 

health care, it is expected to have a positive quality of life and life 

expectancy. Higher percapita income also means that it has a higher tax 

base to support social services, infrastructure, public education and other 

investments which directly improve the quality of living of the people. 

Percapita income at current prices and constant prices from 2004-05 to 

2011-12, (as per data availability) relating to Jagatsinghpur district and its 

adjoining districts Cuttack, Puri and Kendrapara visa vis Odisha is furnished 

in the following table. 

Per Capita Net Domestic Product at Constant (2004-05) Prices 

  2004-05 2006-07 2008-09 2010-11 
2011-
12 

Jagatsinghpur 19275 21854 26361 24568 25851 
Cuttack 21087 23414 26964 29214 30898 
Puri 13890 14632 16466 19378 20120 
Kendrapara 12019 13253 14864 17285 17646 
Odisha 17650 20194 22963 23968 24542 
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It is seen that, all through the per capita income of people in 

Jagatsinghpur district is above the state average and is almost at par with its 

neighboring district Cuttack. Per capita income of Puri and Kendrapara 

districts is much below that of Jagatsinghpur district. The Directorate of 

Economics and Statistics has brought out a report monthly percapita 

expenditure with district break-ups for the year 2010-11 under the scope of 

66
th
 round NSS survey. The rural and urban break-ups of percapita monthly 

expenditure is given in the following table. 

Rural MPCE (MRP) - (2010-11) (in Rs.) 

 Rural Urban 
Jagatsinghpur 969.64 1155.14 
Cuttack 769.93 1394.06 
Puri 810.17 1412.15 
Kendrapara 729.23 1310.08 
Odisha 693.16 1374.83 

 

It may be seen that percapita expenditure in rural Jagatsinghpur tops 

the list among all districts in Odisha. However, its urban percapita 

expenditure lies below the state average. The percapita expenditure in 

adjoining districts like Cuttack, Puri and Kendrapara is much above the 

urban per capita expenditure of Jagatsinghpur district. So income and 

expenditure figures reveal that Jagatsinghpur district is one of the few 

districts of Odisha where standard of living in comparison to other districts is 

relatively better. It may be stated here that urban population constitutes 

roughly 10%   of total population of Jagatsinghpur district and hence for 

matters of standard of living, rural areas count the most. Literacy rate in this 

district is the second highest (86.6%)  and is slightly lower in comparison to 

Khordha (86.9%). However, in male literacy Jagatsinghpur district tops 

among 30 districts. More than 70% of land has been brought under irrigation 

facility and its second Municipality i.e. Paradip has become an industrial hub. 

Due to its locational advantages and communication facilities, the people of 

this district can easily avail the health care facilities and other facilities 

available in important cities like Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. 

The following table shows the Infant Mortality Rate, Crude Death Rate, 

Crude Birth Rate and percentage of households who have constructed 

household latrines for Jagatsinghpur, its adjoining districts and Odisha. It is 

seen that Jagatsinghpur is much ahead of the state average and adjoining 

districts in respect of these important indicators which may be termed as the 

nerve of standard of living. 
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Position of Jagatsinghpur in some other indicators 

Name of the districts IMR CDR (2012-13) CBR % of households 
constructed latrines 

Jagatsinghpur 48 7.0 17.6 86.0 
Kendrapada 58 8.8 18.3 69.9 
Puri 75 8.7 17.3 56.7 
Cuttack 56 6.8 19.4 62.4 
Odisha 56 8.1 19.6 56.5 

Source: Economics Survey Odisha 2014-15 

Employment and Unemployment situation in the district, Employment 

Potential 

The Employment Market in the district is functioning under District 

Employment Officer, Jagatsinghpur and his responsibility is to collect regular 

information on employment in private sector as well as public sector. This is 

being done by what is known as “Establishment Reporting System”. Under 

this programme all the establishments in the public sector, irrespective of 

size, and selected establishments in the private sector engaged in non-

agricultural activities and functioning within the operational jurisdiction of 

District Employment Exchange (EEx), Jagatsinghpur are furnishing regularly 

the details about the number of persons they are employing and vacancies 

that have occurred.The information is collected from all establishments in 

public sectors and those employing 25 or more persons in a private sector 

under the provision of the Employment Exchange (Compulsory Notification 

of vacancies) Act 1959 which has made it obligatory on them to render to 

local Executive Engineer (EE), employment and occupational return 

prescribed under the EEx (Compulsory of Notification of vacancies) Rules 

1960 . 

Information from smaller establishments employing 10-24 persons in 

the private sector is however, collected on voluntary basis.Except the public 

sector establishments functioning in Jagatsinghpur district a good number of 

industries are doing their business at Paradip under Kujanga block which 

provide ample scope for direct employment and handful numbers of indirect 

employment to the job seekers starting from literate to highly educated as a 

result of which youths are getting employment opportunity to earn their bread 

and butter for themselves as well as for the family.The major establishments 

in which employment opportunities are available at present are PPL, PPT, 

IFFCO, ESSAR, CARGIL INDIA,GOA CARBON,IOCL etc.The following 

table shows the number of establishments and the employment position 

during the period from 1993 to 2015. 
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Year Number of 
establishments 

Number of employees Number of women 
employees 

Public. Private. Public. Private. Public. Private. 
1993 136 29 7545 3211 3421 167 
1994 138 32 8454 3321 3221 156 
1995 137 32 8765 3221 3433 160 
1996 140 33 8443 3556 3122 170 
1997 138 31 7235 3775 3006 145 
1998 140 33 7455 3332 3004 166 
1999 140 31 7345 3445 3554 180 
2000 139 34 7234 3772 3003 176 
2001 138 31 7233 3775 3003 176 
2002 138 31 7234 3771 2998 177 
2003 140 35 7892 3068 4002 190 
2004 144 32 8756 4050 3006 187 
2005 230 34 12987 4157 3113 178 
2006 147 31 8443 3761 3876 187 
2007 142 39 9745 3654 3544 205 
2008 140 31 8234 3871 3002 176 
2009 145 42 8446 4741 3007 305 
2010 231 34 12943 4158 3112 164 
2011 145 36 9722 4353 3877 180 
2012 232 30 16372 4305 5437 153 
2013 232 31 16187 4411 5488 170 
2014 232 31 16158 4402 5494 170 
2015 232 31 16187 4402 5488 170 

A summary picture of employment-unemployment situation in the 

district for the period 1993-2014 is given in the following table 

Year-wise Registration, Placement and Live Register: 

Jagatsinghpur 

Year. Registration Placement Live Register. 
1993 8269 03 24556 
1994 7234 09 23456 
1995 5508 05 27445 
1996 6279 07 29629 
1997 5247 12 24568 
1998 6656 10 28767 
1999 6021 02 30010 
2000 4845 09 27975 
2001 3655 03 25983 
2002 3744 139 21120 
2003 4046 02 19227 
2004 7082 05 21212 
2005 3162 05 19805 
2006 6202 04 21621 
2007 3568 17 19616 
2008 4803 15 20444 
2009 5289 27 20748 
2010 6649 110` 22418 
2011 6739 269 24263 
2012 5120 86 24508 
2013 6225 05 24438 
2014 6391 22 25450 
2015 up to 31.07.2015 2352 Nil 24354 
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Vocational Guidance 

Vocational Guidance Programme basically has the overall objective of 

National Employment Services as the guidance services is integrated with 

the placement function as a whole.The major functions the programme are 

1) To collect and comply occupational information and disseminate to 

individual and group of individuals, 2) To provide individual guidance 

/counselling to those who require it, 3) To establish rapport with employers 

and heads of training institutions to develop and promote placements of 

suitable applicants, and 4)To participate in guidance programme conducted 

by other agencies. 

Employment Mission 

Due to dearth of employment in organized sector, be it public or private 

sector, it is not possible to absorb the huge pool of unemployed youth. To 

mitigate the growing problem of unemployment, the StateGovernment 

departments have been advised to explore the scope for innovative self 

employment projects under various sectors and to play a more proactive role 

for creation of large scale self-employment and wage employment 

opportunities which will ensure more productive and efficient use of available 

human resources. In this backdrop, an Employment Mission has been 

launched in the state as part of the Employment policy 2005. This is headed 

by the Chief Minister and it includes all members of Council of Ministers,5 

MLAs, Chief Secretary, Agricultural Production Commissioner-cum- 

Additional Chief Secretary and Development Commissioner-cum-Additional 

Chief Secretary to Government as the Member Secretary, 5 MPs and 10 

members from among bankers,professionals and civil society organization. 

While this apex body will be determining policies and general direction, 

there is an executive body of the mission headed by the Chief Secretary. 

The mission has directed to constitute, if deemed necessary, an empowered 

committee and task forces on different operational aspects. 

Generation of Employment is being given top priority by the 

Government to touch life of every family. Unless the family income as raised 

to the minimum extent, whatever the developmental Programmes are 

contemplated, shall not take an effective turn.To enliven this objective 

government has lunched Employment Mission which is a Flagship 

programme in the year, 2005. Its main aim is to assist to the unemployment 

youths of the society through different Departments of the Government to 

find suitable avenues of self employment. To make the different training 

programmes more effective, the OSEM has been providing funds. 
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Skill Upgradation Training for Self Employment 

Presently the society is movingtowards rapid industrialization and 

diversifying the activities favoring service sectors.Industrial establishments 

normally demand technical persons which covers more than 85% of their 

workforce and non-technical persons cover less than 15%. But Employment 

Exchanges are having in their Live Registers hardly 15% Technical Persons 

and 85% non technical persons. This is an embarrassing mismatch the 

society has ever experienced.Keeping the situation in view,Employment 

Mission has undertaken a short term programme having a duration of one 

month to six  months to upgrade the skills of the interested and unemployed 

non-technical youths to make them fit to lunch their own self employment 

ventures. From the year 2005 till date different training programmes have 

been organized in different sectors. 

Pre-recruitment Coaching  

Under the Employment Mission steps are being taken to improve the 

employability of the unemployed youth in the district. As large numbers of 

vacancies arise regularly in defence and paramilitary forces it has been   

proposed to tap this source for the benefit of unemployed youths both in 

rural and urban areas. 

During 2009-13 three Recruitment camps were organized and 150 

unemployed youths have undergone training for a period of 15 days out of 

which more than 20 trainees got placement in defence sector. 

Programme Implementing Agencies and Training 

In a pioneering move, the State has created a new department called 

DTET. The Department has signed MOU with different PIAs outside and 

inside the state and the main motto of the PIA is to provide training and 

placement to the unemployed youths. There are different training centres 

functioning in Jagatsinghpur district since2011 and more than 2000 trainees 

got trained out of which 650 trainees have been placed in different private 

organizations inside and outside the state. 

Job Fair 

As per the schemes of the Odisha State Employment Mission Society 

and the direction of the Director of Employment and Employment Mission a 

Mega Job Fair is being organized every year since 2012-13 by the District 

Employment Exchange, Jagatsinghpur with the collaboration of District 

Administration. 
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This programme is meant for educated unemployed youths of the 

district, especially youths those who are not getting easy opportunity to come 

abreast with day to day situation. 

Long before the conduct of the programme, Recruiters/Employers of 

reputation both out of the state and inside the state as well as PIAs 

(Programme Implementing Agencies) those who have signed MOUs with 

OSEMS are invited to the programme for participation and to exercise their 

choice with regard to their demand in terms of training and employment. 

 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-IX 

GENERAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

General Administration 

The concept of district administration is a legacy of the British Raj. 

During the Moughal, Afgan and Maratha Rule, there was no District as Unit 

of administration. The British introduced District Administration as a unit for 

collection of land revenue and disposal of criminal cases for strengthening 

colonial rule in Odisha. Cuttack, Puri and Balasore were created as three 

districts for administrative purposes. Cuttack became an independent district 

in the year 1829. Jagatsinghpur as a subdivision under Cuttack initially till it 

became a district in 1993. The Head of the District is the Collector and 

District Magistrate. Either an officer belonging to the Indian Administrative 

Service or an officer of OAS of Superior Administrative Grade is vested with 

the powers of the Collector for managing the general administration and law 

and order situation of the district. The Office of the Collector is located at the 

district headquarters, Jagatsinghpur. It is a single Sub-division district. The 

district administration is based on a hierarchical model with the Collector at 

the apex. This system is in vogue since the British days. The Collector, 

Jagatsinghpur is under the administrative control of Revenue Divisional 

Commissioner, Central Division which has its headquarters at Cuttack. At 

the district level, the collector is assisted by one Additional District Magistrate 

(ADM) and Deputy Collectors and Assistant Collectors in managing the 

district administration. Collector is also assisted by Project Director, District 

Rural Development Agency (DRDA) and other officials of DRDA in 

monitoring the anti-poverty schemes and developmental schemes of 

Government in Panchayati Raj Department.  

The Sub-Collector and SDM have been vested with statutory powers 

including powers under Cr.PC to help the Collector in maintaining law and 

order. There is no separate machinery for administration at the Sub-

Divisional level after its merger with the district administration.  

Central and State Government Offices 

There are a number of both Central and State Government offices 

located in the district and sub divisional headquarters, and some other 

important places of the district. A list of most of these offices is given. 

Central Government Offices 

The offices of the Central Government functioning in Jagatsinghpur 

district include: (1) Paradeep Port, Paradeep (2) District Telecom Manager. 

(3) Postmaster, Head Post Office 
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State Government 

The various State Government offices which function in Jagatsinghpur 

district are: (1) Superintendent of Police (2) P.D,DRDA (3) Dist. Project Co-

ordinator, SSA (4) Sub-Collector,(5) District & Session-Judge  (6) Chief Dist. 

Medical Officer, (7) Chief District Veterinary Officer (8) Executive Engineer , 

Road & Buildings (9) Executive Engineer, RWD (10) Asst. Engineer 

P.H.D,(11) Treasury Officer(12) Block Development Officer (13)Asst. 

Registrar, Co-operative (14) District Education Officer Society(15)Asst. Soil 

Conservation Officer (16)Deputy Director Horticulture (17)Superintendent, 

Sub-Jail (18) District Employment Office (19) DSP, Vigilance(20) CDPO (21) 

Executive Engineer, RWSS (22) Executive Engineer, Irrigation,( 23) 

Executive Engineer CESU, Jagatsinghpur/ Paradeep (24) R.T.O, (25) 

District Fisheries Officer (26) GM DIC, Jagatsinghpur (27) District Statistical 

Office (28) District Labour Officer (29) Executive Officer, Jagatsinghpur 

Municipality (30) Executive Officer, Paradeep Municipality (31) Forest Range 

Officer, (32) Asst. Fire Officer, (33) Deputy Controller Civil Defence (34) 

Asst. Controller Weight & Measure(35) Jagatsinghpur Development 

Authority (36) Paradeep Development Authority. 

Collector: The Collector is the supervising officer of all these District 

Level Officers. He is the Chief Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad. He is 

the Chairperson of DRDA, and he is the Chairman of SSA, Jagatsinghpur. 

He is also the Chairman of ZSS, Jagatsinghpur, RTA Jagatsinghpur, 

Chairman of FFDA, Chairman of ATMA, and President of many other 

Committees. He is also the Chairman of Kendriya Vidyalaya and Navodaya 

Vidyalaya of Jagatsinghpur. 

 In a nut-shell, Collector and District Magistrate is the district head of all 

the Departments of Government of Odisha at district level. He presides over 

almost all the district level meetings of various departments of Government 

represented by both officials and non-officials in the district. The Collector 

remains in-charge of the control and supervision of emergency, civil 

supplies, elections, census, District Treasury, Excise and also works as the 

Chairperson of SSA and RAMSA. 

The Collector is responsible for the management of the government 

land including lease and prevention of encroachments, for maintenance of 

land records, etc. In addition to his responsibility of collecting land revenue, 

cesses, irrigation charges and miscellaneous dues of the Revenue 

Department, Government dues of other Departments are also collected by 

him by virtue of the powers under the OPDR Act and the Central Revenue 

Recovery Act. He is also responsible for relief, rehabilitation and restoration 

works in case of all kinds of natural calamities like flood, drought, cyclone, 
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sun-stroke, snake-bite fire and tornado etc. Many other miscellaneous 

businesses relating to almost every sphere of district administration keep 

him constantly pre-occupied.   

With regard to the Superintendence and control of the administrative 

functions, he is under the RDC Central Division, Cuttack. So far as the 

administration of the Tenancy Acts, Stamps, Registration, Excise, Land 

Records and Survey and Settlement are concerned, the Collector works 

under the Member, Board of Revenue, Odisha, Cuttack. 

Additional District Magistrate (ADM): For General and Revenue 

Administration of the district, the Collector is assisted presently by one ADM. 

ADM exercises powers of a Collector under various revenue laws and a 

team of other officers of the Collectorate belonging to OAS and ORS Cadres 

help him. ADM is also ex-officio Deputy Director, Consolidation Range. The 

ADM who works as the ex-officio Registrar of the district is vested with 

necessary powers under the Registration Act. 

Various Sections of Collectorate: The office of the Collector   

consists of various Sections like Revenue, Touzi, General and Misc., 

Judicial, Establishment, Welfare, Emergency, Land Acquisition, 

Development, Election, Nizarat, Land Records and Record Room, Public 

Relations, Civil Supplies, Gram Panchayat, Excise, Small Savings, Planning, 

Treasury, Sports, Culture, Relief and Rehabilitation, Library, Social Welfare 

etc. Most of the Sections are kept in charge of the officers of the Odisha 

Administrative Service.  

Establishment Section 

This section looks after Bill, Budget, Establishment matter of 

Collectorate. It is manned by the Deputy Collector, Establishment. This 

section also deals with the departmental proceedings of the employees of 

the Revenue Department of this District. It also look after the pension matter, 

Recruitment, Examination and transfer-positing of Ministerial and Revenue 

field staff.  

Revenue and Touzi Section 

The two sections are look after by the Deputy Collector, Revenue. The 

sections deals with Revenue matter like :- DCB of the district, Submission of 

Revenue Returns, Processing of lease and alienation, OEA, OLR matters 

and Distribution of house sites and Agriculture leases.   

Land Acquisition Section 

 This section is managed by Deputy Collector known as Land 

Acquisition Officer. This Section looks after acquisition of land for public 
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purpose, Awarding compensation to land losers and other related matters. 

Presently the Land Acquisition section of Jagatsinghpur district is dealing 

with Acquisition of land and compensation to land losers for construction of 

various projects in the district. 

Judicial Section 

This Section is managed by the Asst. Collector of ORS rank. Issue of 

Licenses for Gun, Fire works, Law and Order, Court Cases, Conducting of 

Police Magistrate Coordination Meetings, Renewing the Cinema Hall 

Licenses, Conducting Peace Committee Meetings etc.  are done by Judicial 

Section. It also deals with the appointment of Law Officers and their 

payment.  

Gen and Misc Section 

This section deals with General Grievance and Public Hearings and 

other General and Misc. matters, Registration of Societies under 

Registration of Societies Act‟ 1860.   

District Welfare Section 

The Section is looking after by District Welfare Officer. This Section 

deals with Scholarship of SC/ST Students and Minority Students. The DWO 

looks after the recruitment of teachers for SC/ST Sevashram Schools. The 

DWO also looks after the welfare of the SC/ST Sevashram Schools and 

Residential School Hostels. It also deals with recommendation of financial 

assistance for SC/ST victims in atrocity Cases. It also deals with awarding 

financial incentives for inter caste marriages.  

DSWO Section 

This section deals with Social Welfare Measures like: IGNOAP, 

IGNWP, IGNDP, NFBS and Mamata under ICDS Schemes. This Section is 

under the control of District Social Welfare Officer. This section also deals 

with SNP and ICDS matter. They also deal with other NGOs and self help 

groups.  

Record Room 

District Record Room is under the charge of Dy. Collector/Asst. 

Collector designated as Superintendent of Land Records. In the District 

record room, Jagatsinghpur the Hal ROR of 1591 villages is available. In all 

sabaka ROR is not available. Thereon process of transfer of records from 

District Record Room, Cuttack. Estimates have been prepared for creating of 

Modern Record Room of District level. At Tahasil level there are Modern 

Record Room with all facilities under modernisation of records.  
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District Election Section 

Dy. Collector, election is in charge of this Section. He assists the 

Collector-Cum-District Election Officer, ADM and Sub-Collector. This Section 

deals with all matters of summery revision, Preparation and Printing of 

Electoral Roll, Issue of Photo Identity Card and conducting the General 

Election to Assembly Constituencies and Jagatsinghpur Parliamentary 

Constituency. 

Emergency Section 

One Dy. Collector / Asst. Collector is in charge of this Section. This 

Section holds the Natural Calamities meeting under the Chairmanship of the 

Collector. It also prepares the Disaster Management Plan, all Contingency 

Plan and deals all Natural Calamities like Flood, Cyclone, Drought, Tsunami, 

Heat waves and Snake bites. This Section is also monitor the relief and 

rescue operation, sanction of Ex-gratia, CMRF and Red Cross. This Section 

is functioning under the direct control of ADM and Collector. 

Panchayat Section 

District Panchayat Officer is in charge of this Section. The section looks 

after all matters of Gram Panchayat of the District and also conducts and 

supervises Gram Panchayat Election 

For the Sections like Public Relations, Excise, Treasury, Sports and 

Culture, officers of their respective Departments designated as the DI and 

PRO, DTO, DSO and District Cultural Officer respectively have been posted. 

These officers work under the direct control of the Collector. They assist the 

Collector in taking decisions and in efficient discharge of various 

administrative functions relating to their department. The District Treasury 

Officer also works under the Collector.  

Civil Supply Section 

The Civil Supply Officer is also the General Manager Odisha State Civil 

Supplies Corporation of Jagatsinghpur. This section deals with supply of 

Consumer Commodity for poor peoples under National Food Security Act 

appointment of storage Agents, Renewal of Retailer License for supply of 

Articles etc. The section also deals with procurement of peddy under custom 

milling. The National Food Security Act, 2013 is being implemented through 

the Department of Food, Supplies and Consumer Welfare at the state level 

and the office of the Civil Supplies Officer at the district level. 

The Civil Supplies and PDS System in Jagatsinghpur district work 

through a broad network of institutions. The main functions of this system 

are: Procurement of paddy and Lifting and allotment of food grain under the 
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National Food Securities Act, 2013. The following tables show the details of 

procurement of paddy and allotment and lifting of food grains in the district in 

the recent years. 

  

Year Paddy Procurement 

Target allotted 

Paddy purchase 

2013-14 426470.058 MT 37189.780 MT 

2014-15 48529.411 MT 42773.128 MT 

2015-16 66176.470 MT 60033.650 MT (continued) 

 

Allotment of Food Grains (Rice & Wheat) under NFSA-13 

Beneficiaries Month Rice 
(AAY+PHH) 

Wheat 
(PHH) 

Total 

194209 December-15 28222.28 12942.22 41164.50 
194518 January-16 28447.28 13036.62 41483.90 
202606 March-16 30111.48 13387.67 43499.15 

 

Lifting of Food Grains (Rice & Wheat) under NFSA-13 

Month Rice (AAY+PHH) Wheat (PHH) Total 
December-15 28221.28 12942.12 41163.40 
January-16 28358.18 12919.47 41277.65 
February-16 27618.34 12184.07 39802.41 
March-16 1730.00 

(as on 11.03.16) 
52.49 

(as on 11.03.16) 
1783.04 

 

Administration at the Sub-divisional level 

As stated earlier the district is divided into one subdivision 

Jagatsinghpur. This subdivision is in charge of one Sub-Collector who 

belongs to the Orissa Administrative Service. The power and function of the 

Sub-collector extends to the entire subdivision. The Sub-Collector is the 

chief officer in charge of revenue and development administration at the sub 

divisional level subject to overall control and supervision of the Collector. He 

is empowered to conduct election of Parliament, State Assembly, 

Municipalities and notified Area Councils of the subdivision. He is to execute 

development works, relief operations, social welfare works, etc. As the head 

of office, he supervises the works of revenue officers, certificate officer, 

Nizarat Officer, Assistant Civil Supply officer, Assistant Director Welfare 

Officer, etc. who work under his direct control. The Sub-collector is vested 

with the power of Executive Magistrate. He is declared as Sub-divisional 

Magistrate as per the provisions of the code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. He 
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is in charge of law and order of his subdivision also. He tries cases under 

preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code and is the appellate 

authority of all the revenue laws except for the cases under section 22 and 

23 of the Orissa Land Reforms Act. He looks after matters like Community 

Development Programs, money–lending, civil supplies, etc. He exercises 

functions under the Cinematography Act, the Dramatic Performances Act 

and the Bonded Labour (abolition) Act. Sanction of old age and widow 

pensions, also come under his domain. With the responsibility of supervision 

of revenue and developmental works he inspects Tahasils, Revenue 

Inspector‟s Office, Block Offices, Gram Panchayat Offices and Police 

Stations of his subdivision and controls the officers and staff therein. The 

Sub-Collector is the pivotal officer who co-ordinates different branches of 

administration of his sub-division for proper and effective implementation of 

all the poverty amelioration schemes taken up by Government. 

Revenue Administration  

The present Jagatsinghpur district was carved out as a new district on 

01.04.1993 vide Govt. Notification No.14218/R Dt.27.03.1993 and E.O.G. 

No.459 dt.01.04.1993 from erstwhile Cuttack District. This District 

surrounded by Bay of Bengal in the east, Cuttack District in the west, 

Kendrapada District in north & Puri District in the south. The geographical 

area of this district is 1759 Sq.Km. The district headquarters of 

Jagatsinghpur district is situated at a distance of 75 Kms from the provincial 

headquarters of State Capital Bhubaneswar by road. Total population of this 

district is 1136971, out of which male and female population are 577865 and 

559106 respectively. 1020991 people of this district are leaving in the rural 

area and 115980 people are leaving in the urban area. The total SC/ST 

population of this district are 248152 and 7862 respectively. This district 

consists of one Sub-Division, 8 Tahasils, 76 R.I. Circles and 1321 Revenue 

villages. The entire geographical area of this district was under the Revenue 

Administration of erstwhile Cuttack District Administration. Now at present 

Collector and District Magistrate is at top of the District Administration. To 

assist him two Additional District Magistrates, one at Jagatsinghpur and the 

other at Paradip, have been posted. Since Paradip Port is one of the major 

Ports under Govt. of India, which is functioning at Paradip of this district, one 

A.D.M. office is functioning at Paradip to maintain Law and Order situation in 

the Port area and also in industrial area. Besides, to assist the District 

Administration in day to day official administration Deputy Collectors & Asst. 

Collectors are in position. 
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Function of Collector (in respect of Revenue Administration) 

The main function of Collector towards Revenue Administration is 

collection of Land Revenue and updation of all Land Records of tenants. As 

a District Magistrate his primary task is to maintain Law & Order in the 

district. Likewise, A.D.M. assists him in above category of work with help of 

Deputy Collectors/Asst. Collectors and group of ministerial staff. Both the 

Collector and A.D.M. hold the Courts in regular interval for disposal of 

different types of Revenue cases as appellate forum.  

This district consists of one Sub-Division. There is a Sub-Collector who 

is in charge of the Sub-Division and his primary task is to help the Collector 

in disposal of all revenue cases, collection of revenue, maintenance of Law 

& Order and various miscellaneous revenue cases in the district. The Sub-

Collector holds Court as appellate forum in number of revenue cases and 

also holds Court u/s 22, 23 & 23(A) of the OLR Act. He is also the approving 

authority for disposal of house site lease cases and OEA cases. There are 8 

Tahasils under this district namely Jagatsinghpur, Biridi, Raghunathpur, 

Balikuda, Naugaon, Tirtol, Kujang & Erasama. 

Administration at the Tahasil level 

The district is divided into 8 Tahasils (namely Balikuda, Biridi, Erasama, 

Jagatsinghpur, Kujanga, Raghunathpur, Tirtol & Naugaon) each in charge of 

a Tahasildar who belongs to the Class -I cadre of the Orissa Administrative 

Service. He is assisted by one or more Additional Tahasildar(s) in all of the 

Tahasils.  

Role of Tahasildar  

The Tahasildar is chief revenue officer in the Tahasil. He is assisted by 

a number of officers like Addl. Tahsildar and Revenue Supervisors and 

Revenue Inspectors. He usually holds courts and disposes of various types 

of revenue cases relating to conferment of land right to the people and 

collection of land revenue and various dues payble to Govt. He also 

maintains law and order as an executive magistrate and takes steps for 

remission of revenue payable to Govt. 

Role of Revenue Inspector 

The R.I. functions with one R.I. , A.R.I. Amin and chain-men. The main 

function of R.I. is to maintain up-to-date correcttion of record of right of each 

tenant. He carries out order of Tahsildar and effects necessary change in the 

record of right and reports day to day happening of revenue administration 
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directly to the Tahasildar. The office of the R.I. is regulated through a rule 

book called Manual of Tahasil Account (MTA). The most important duty of 

R.I. is to hear all reconciliation cases of mutation and dispose of under 

ORTPS Act.,2012. The R.I. executes all intimation slips received from the 

Tahasildar. He collects land revenue from tenants and submits necessary 

remittance proposals. He reports regarding occurrence of natural calamities 

and takes remedial measures as per direction of revenue administration and 

safe guards the property of Govt. 

Jagatsinghpur Tahasil  

This Tahasil is functioning as one of the prime Tahasils under erstwhile 

Cuttack district. After formation of new district this Tahasil again was divided 

into 3 Tahasils namely Jagatsinghpur, Biridi and Raghunathpur. The total 

population of the Jagatsinghpur Tahasil is 190896 as per 2011 census. This 

Tahasil consists of 9 R.I. Circle, 187 Revenue villages. The total area of the 

Tahasil is Ac.48644.18 dec. Total agriculture area of the Tahasil is 

Ac.33356.51 dec., out of which irrigated area is Ac.25137.96 dec. & non-

irrigated area is Ac.8218.55 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of Revenue 

Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to 

discharge additional responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to 

collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of different 

revenue cases and maintain law and order. 

A good number of Acts and Rules are being implemented under Tahasil 

administration. They are Cr. PC, Indian Evidence Act, C.P.C.-Vol.-I & II, 

Irrigation Act, Indian Registration Act, Survey and Settlement Act, Odisha 

Consolidation of Holding and Prevention of Fragmentation of Land Act 1972, 

Hindu Succession Act, Odisha Minor Mineral Act, ORV Act, Court Fees Act, 

Odisha Cess Act, Estate Abolition Act, FRA Act-2005, Forest Settlement Act, 

Odisha Mutation Manual, Odisha Prevention of Land Encroachment Act, 

Odisha Govt. Land Settlement Act, Lease Principle, OMA Public Demand 

Recovery Act, Odisha Nizarat Manual, OGFR Vol.-I & II, Manual of Tahasil 

Account, Manual of Naib Tahasildar Account, Odisha Service Code 

Classification & Control Appeal Rules, Survey and Settlement Rule, Odisha 

Misc Certificate Rules, RTI Act-2006, Endowment Act, Land Acquisition Act, 

Money Lending Act, Odisha Pension Rules, Odisha Relief Codes, OLR Act & 

ORTPS Act, 2012. All these Acts are directly implemented by Tahasildar in 

Tahasil and Rules like Manual of Naib Tahasildar Accounts are directly 

implemented by R.I.s. Besides Sub-Collector of Sub-Division, A.D.M. and 

Collector in the District are supervising authority in implementation of 

different Acts and Rules. As irrigation officer under Irrigation Act the 

Tahasildar discharges his duty by providing irrigation water to all holdings. 
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At grass root, R.I. offices are functioning for initiating Revenue cases 

and collection of Land Revenue. Total 9 R.I. Circles consists of 187 villages 

are functioning under this Tahasil. The list of R.I. Circle and number of 

revenue villages thereunder are given below.  

Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the 
Tahasil 

Name of the RI 
Circle  

No. 
Villages 

Jagatsinghpur Galupada 20 

 
Odisho 26 

 
Kaduapada 19 

 
Kheras 14 

 
Nimapur 24 

 
Sanpur 14 

 
Samanga 28 

 
Mandasahi 26 

 
Jankoti 16 

 

This Tahasil is having 2 number of sand sairat and 10 number of fishery 

sairat sources. The details of the source is given below. 

Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 
Alipingal Devi Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 
Mundilo Patenigan Devi Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 
Bhokanji Biluakhai Nadi Fishery Fishery 
Nakulanga Devi Nadi Fishery Fishery 
Salagaon Devinadi Fishery Fishery 
Jadilomarichidanda Fishery Fishery 
Palasa Devinadi Fishery Fishery 
Ekasudha Devinadi Fishery Fishery 
Patenigaon Devinadi Fishery Fishery 
Phulahara Devinadi Fishery Fishery 
Jahanpur Biluakhainadi Fishery Fishery 
Kantilo Biluakhia Nadi Fishery Fishery 

 

Biridi Tahasil  

This Tahasil is functioning after bifurcation from mother Tahasil 

Jagatsinghpur. The total population of the Biridi Tahasil is 81423 as per 

2011 census. This Tahasil consists of 7 R.I. Circles, 81 Revenue villages. 

The total area of the Tahasil is Ac.25872.33 dec. Total agriculture area of 

the Tahasil is Ac.19091.17 dec., out of which irrigated area is Ac.11028.87 

dec. & non-irrigated area is Ac.8062.30 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of 

Revenue Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to 

discharge additional responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to 
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collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of different 

Revenue cases and maintain Law and Order. 

Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the Tahasil Name of the RI Circle  No. Villages 
Biridi Kulakaijanga 11 

 
Anakhia 12 

 
Uttarsasan 13 

 
Arana 11 

 
Alando 11 

 
Puran 15 

 
Bagalpur 8 

 

This Tahasil is having 3 numbers of sand sairat and 17 numbers of 

fishery sairat sources. The details of the source are given below. 

Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 

Madhyasasan Devi Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 

Hajipur-Kulakaijanga-Nuapari Sand Sairat Sand 

Manguli-Sankharisahi Biluakhai Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 

Kulakaijanga Biluakhai Chhinda Fishery Fishery 

Sankharisahi Biluakhai River Fishery Fishery 

Sankharisahi Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Sanakharamanga Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Alipada Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Manguli Biluakhai River Fishery Fishery 

Parisankharisahi Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Sanawaubarai Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Kamalapur Biluakhai nadi Fiishery Fishery 

Uttarasasan Devinadi Chhinda Fishery Fishery 

Kantapada Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Kamasasan Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Madhyasasan Paramanent Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Balapur Biluakhainadi Fishery Fishery 

Bagalpur Biluakhainadi Fishery Fishery 

Gelapur Biluakhai River Fishery Fishery 

Hajipur Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

 

Raghunathpur Tahasil  

This Tahasil is also functioning after bifurcation Jagatsinghpur Tahasil. 

The total population of the Raghunathpur Tahasil is 83965 as per 2011 

Census. This Tahasil consists of 6 R.I. Circles, 87 Revenue villages. The 

total area of the Tahasil is Ac.28720.96 dec. Total agriculture area of the 

Tahasil is Ac.13913.03 dec., out of which irrigated area is Ac.13913.03 dec. 

& non-irrigated area is Ac.696.29 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of 

Revenue Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to 



 
 

165 
 

discharge of additional responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to 

collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of different 

Revenue cases and maintain Law & Order. 

Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the Tahasil Name of the RI Circle  No. Villages 
Raghunathpur Raghunathpur 17 

 
Redhua 18 

 
Tarikunda 13 

 
Chikinia 9 

 
Aranga 17 

 
Chhapada 13 

 

This Tahasil is having 3 numbers of sand sairat and 5 numbers of 

fishery sairat sources. The details of the source are given below. 

 
Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 

Nuapada Mahanadi Patha Sand Sairat Sand 

Jaipur Mahanadi Sand Sairat Sand 

Tarapur-Achhutpur-Gokulpur  

Mahanadi Sand Sairat 

Sand 

Tarapur Mahanadi Fishery Fishery 

Achhutpur Mahanadi Fishery Fishery 

Gokulpur Mahanadi Fishery Fishery 

Tarikund Alakanadi Fishery Fishery 

Khandatari Mahanadi Fishery Fishery 

 

Balikuda Tahasil  

This is an old Tahasil under the undivided Cuttack district. After 

formation of new district, it is one of important Tahasils.  The total population 

of the Balikuda Tahasil is 165275 as per 2011 Census. This Tahasil consists 

of 13 R.I. Circles, 237 Revenue villages. The total area of the Tahasil is 

Ac.75888.25 dec. Total agriculture area of the Tahasil is Ac.51189.51dec., 

out of which irrigated area is Ac.18685.66 dec. & non-irrigated area is 

Ac.32482.77 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of Revenue Administration of 

the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to discharge of additional 

responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to collect the Land Revenue, 

update Land Records, dispose of different Revenue cases and maintain Law 

& Order. 

Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the Tahasil Name of the RI Circle  No. Villages 
Balikuda Ambasal 17 

 
Apandara 18 

 
Baharana 16 

 
Balikuda 24 

 
Borikina 29 
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Garam 23 

 
Kusunpur 10 

 
Machhagaon 12 

 
Mala 11 

 
Mallikapur 16 

 
Marichpur 18 

 
Sarana 21 

 
Thailo 22 

 

This Tahasil is having 21 numbers of fishery sairat sources. The details 

of the source are given below. 

 
Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 

Tarasahi Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Machhagaon Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Chhelikulia Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Khalabelapur Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Beheda Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Sribantapur Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Kesharpur Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Podaruan Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Tentua Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

Basanta River Fishery Fishery 

Prasannapur River Fishery Fishery 

Murunia River Fishery Fishery 

Rahana River Fishery Fishery 

Baragudipada Alaka Rivery Fishery Fishery 

Baragudipada Kusida Rivery Fishery Fishery 

Athagharia to Patharabandha Kusupur River Fishery Fishery 

Kusupur River Fishery Phulabelari to Athagharia Fishery 

Kusupur River Fishery Nalakana to Phulabelari Fishery 

Baradia River Fishery - Sankhuan Muhan to Nalabuda Fishery 

Balabhadrapur Sunamukhi River Fishery Fishery 

Tarasahi Devinadi Fishery Fishery 

 

Naugaon Tahasil  

This Tahasil is functioning after bifurcation from mother Tahsil Balikuda. 

The total population of the Naugaon Tahasil is 77634 as per 2011 census. 

This Tahasil consists of 5 R.I. Circles, 91 Revenue villages. The total area of 

the Tahasil is Ac.75888.25 dec. Total agriculture area of the Tahasil is 

Ac.32541.65 dec., out of which irrigated area is Ac.3528.48 dec. and non-

irrigated area is Ac.29013.17 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of Revenue 

Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to 

discharge of additional responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to 

collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of different 

Revenue cases and maintain Law and Order. 
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Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the 
Tahasil 

Name of the RI 
Circle  

No. 
Villages 

Naugaon Sikhar 12 

 
Naugaon 22 

 
Nuapari 22 

 
Jamugaon 11 

 
Deriki 24 

 

This Tahasil is having 3 numbers of sand sairat and 5 numbers of 

fishery sairat sources. The details of the source are given below. 

 
Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 

Erada Devi Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 

Sikhara Devi Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 

Bachhalo Devi Nadi Sand Sairat Sand 

Sikhar Devi River Fishary Fishery 

Bilipada Devi River Fishary Fishery 

Kundigaon Devi River Fishary Fishery 

Bhandailo Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Brahmanigaon Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Bachhal Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Bilatelasara Devi River Fishery  Fishery 

Nayasingada Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Barada Devi River Fishery (East) Fishery 

Barada Devi River Fishery (West) Fishery 

Bhatana Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Garoi Gobari River Fishery Fishery 

Oskana Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Galadhari Arakhakud Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Dhuanpada Gobari River Fishery Fishery 

Dihatelasara Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Kundeswar Alana River Fishery Fishery 

Madhupur Alaka River Fishary Fishery 

Erada Devi River Fishery Fishery 

Naugaon Gobari River Fishery Fishery 

 

Tirtol Tahasil 

This Tahasil was functioning as one of the prime Tahasil under 

earstwhile Cuttack District. The total population of Tirtol Tahasil is 159776 as 

per 2011 census. This Tahasil consists of 13 R.I. Circles, 250 Revenue 

villages. The total area of the Tahasil is Ac.57288.40 dec. Total agriculture 

area of the Tahasil is Ac.47913.00 dec., out of which irrigated area is 

Ac.20674.00 dec. & non-irrigated area is Ac.27239.00 dec. The Tahasildar is 

in charge of Revenue Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional 

Tahasildar to discharge of additional responsibility. Main function of the 
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Tahasildar is to collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of 

different Revenue cases and maintain Law & Order. 

Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the Tahasil Name of the RI Circle  No. Villages 
Tirtol Tirtol 15 

 
Manijanga 27 

 
Jagannathpur 19 

 
Garam 28 

 
Govindpur 12 

 
Kanakpur 21 

 
Patilo 32 

 
Gopalpur 15 

 
Mulisingh 13 

 
Tarajanga 10 

 
Bilashpur 29 

 
Killipal 15 

 
Sankheswara 14 

 

This Tahasil is having 7 numbers of sand sairat, 2 numbers of fishery 

sairat and 2 numbers of Ghasachara sources. The details of the source are 

given below. 

 
Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 

Posal Tirtol Mahanadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Olagada Tartol Mahanadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Kanimula Mahanadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Killipal Mahanadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Bilaspur Paika Nadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Arilo-Jaipur-Paika Nadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Anupala Paika Nadi Sand Quarry Sand 

Paika River Fishery from Bhansar to Gobardhanpur Fishery 

Sirastanadi Fishery Fishery 

Tartol Kimbihiri Khalia Ghasachara Ghasachara 

Manijanga New Patha Ghasachara Ghasachara 

 

Kujang Tahasil  

This Tahasil is functioning as one of the prime Tahasils. The total 

population of Kujang Tahasil is 196472 as per 2011 Census. This Tahasil 

consists of 10 R.I. Circles, 178 Revenue villages. The total area of the 

Tahasil is Ac.120132.75 dec. Total agriculture area of the Tahasil is 

Ac.22877.16 dec., out of which irrigated area is Ac.11396.41 dec. & non-

irrigated area is Ac.16221.11 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of Revenue 

Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to 

discharge of additional responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to 

collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of different 

Revenue cases and maintain Law & Order. 
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Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the Tahasil Name of the RI Circle  No. Villages 
Kujang Kujang 23 

 
Balia 25 

 
Jhimani 20 

 
Paradipgarh 24 

 
Taladanda 17 

 
Hansura 17 

 
Rahama (New) 15 

 
Kothamula 14 

 
Pandua 14 

 
Gorada 9 

 

This Tahasil is having 3 numbers of fishery sairat sources. The details 

of the source are given below. 

 
Name of the Sairat Source Type of sairat source 

Saharapentha Machhadia at Atharabanki Fishery 

Balia river fishery Borikhi to Janapala Fishery 

Balia river fishery Balia Bandha to Arikhia Bandha Fishery 

 

Erasama Tahasil  

This Tahasil is functioning after bifurcation from Kujang Tahasil. The 

total population of the Erasama Tahasil is 134211 as per 2011 Census. This 

Tahasil consists of 13 R.I. Circles, 210 Revenue villages. The total area of 

the Tahasil is Ac.905641.20 dec. Total agriculture area of the Tahasil is 

Ac.57437.62 dec., out of which irrigated area is Ac.1810.52 dec. & non-

irrigated area is Ac.55627.10 dec. The Tahasildar is in charge of Revenue 

Administration of the Tahasil. There is one Additional Tahasildar to 

discharge of additional responsibility. Main function of the Tahasildar is to 

collect the Land Revenue, update Land Records, dispose of different 

Revenue cases and maintain Law & Order. 

Tahasilwise R.I. Circles and number of Revenue Villages 

 

Name of the Tahasil Name of the RI Circle  No. Villages 
Erasama Japa 18 

 
Balitutha 15 

 
Padmapur 5 

 
Goda 14 

 
Nardia 17 

 
Chatua 17 

 
Nuagan 19 

 
Somepur 12 

 
Siha 24 

 
Bhitara Andhari 23 

 
Garhbisunpur 11 

 
Nimol 19 

 
Singhar Sahi 16 
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At present the land revenue is collected basing on rent & cess settled 

by the office of Settlement/ Consolidation which is reflected on the Records 

of Right. Besides rent & cess, water rate is also collected for the land under 

irrigation. Similarly, miscellaneous revenue like auction value of Sairat 

sources, wind fallen trees over Govt. land, Salami for lease land, 

Bebondobast land etc. are also collected as land revenue. 

Land Tenure System and Tenancy Rights 

The revenue and tenancy laws in the State were varied in nature. The 

Bengal revenue system was implemented in districts like Balasore, Cuttack 

and Puri (vide The Bengal Rent Act, 1859) and was replaced by The Bengal 

Tenancy Act, 1885 and then The Odisha Tenancy Act which was introduced 

in 1913. Many intermediary forms of tenure developed in the Zamindari 

areas along with the growth of sharecropping. The system applied for both 

the Zamindari and Ryotwari areas; in the latter, the rights of the landholders 

were governed by executive instructions, whereas in the former, landholders 

could freely sublet land to tenants who however, enjoyed no protection 

under the law.  There was no law to protect the interests of tenants. 

However, the Odisha State Order 1948 conferred occupancy rights on 

tenants. 

Land legislation in Independent India had the objective of reforming the 

exploitative and iniquitous system of land revenue assessment that had 

existed during the colonial regime. To confer ownership rights on the 

tenants, the State realised the need for the abolition of intermediaries and 

the provision of security of tenure to tenants. Regulation of rent, de-

concentration of land holding through the fixation of land ceilings were some 

of the measures used to push forward the reforms. Though land tenure 

reforms was a national mandate, land was classified under the State list in 

the Constitution and states were allowed to legislate on the land rights 

issues in order to address  local requirements/peculiarities. During the last 

six decades, the State government has promulgated a number of 

progressive legislations to establish a legal framework for land reforms. 

Survey and Settlement 

The survey & settlement of land of Jagatsinghpur district was 

undertaken during the year 1960 as per the Odisha Survey & Settlement 

Act, 1958. Prior to that the survey was conducted under Odisha Tenancy 

Act, 1913. This settlement work was conducted in four stages, i.e. Kistiwari & 

Khanapuri, Bujharata & Attestation, Draft publication & objection hearing, 

final publication & distribution of ROR (Record of Right). The settlement 

operation was conducted for 819 villages of Jagatsinghpur District during the 

period from 1960 to 1987. The non-survey villages under Settlement 
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operation were undertaken in Consolidation of Holding operation under 

Consolidation of Holding and prevention of fragmentation of land Act, 1972.  

Work on Consolidation of Holdings 

As per Govt. in Revenue and Excise Deptt. vide their different 

Notifications during the period from 1979 to 1988 all total 1093 number of 

villages were brought under the fold of Consolidation Operation for different 

Police Station of undivided Cuttack district (now under Jagatsinghpur 

district). But due to public demand, 111 villages were excluded from the 

purview of Consolidation work leaving a balance of 982 villages. Thereafter, 

10 hamlets of different Revnue Villages have been declared as new 

Revenue Village through Boundary Change Proceedings and the actual 

number of 992 villages remains for Consolidation Operation. In the 

meantime, out of these 992 villages, Consolidation work for 930 villages 

have been finally published u/s 22(2) of the Orissa Consolidation of Holdings 

& Prevention of Fragmentation of Land Act, 1972 and completed   

Consolidation Operation. Similarly, 61 villages have been finally published 

u/s 13(4) of the OCH & PFL Act, 1972 and Final Pattas (RORs) have been 

distributed to the land owners as per Survey Settlement Act leaving only one 

village for which the work was stayed by the order of Hon‟ble High Court. 

Now the work of the said one village has been taken up after vacation of 

stay order by the Hon‟ble High Court and will be completed very soon. 

Sources of Revenue of the district 

Collector is the Chief Administrator for augmentation and collection of 

Revenue for the State.  The source of revenue of Jagatsinghpur district are 

Land Revenue, Excise duty, Stamp duty, Registration Fees and Central 

Excise duty.  

Land Revenue 

The land revenue is generally collected towards rent & cess fixed by 

the Settlement/ consolidation authorities. The minimum and maximum land 

revenue per acre for cultivated land and non-cultivated land are Re. 1.00 to 

Rs. 28.00 and Rs. 4.00 to Rs. 14.00 respectively.  

The statement below shows the Land Revenue Position of 

Jagatsinghpur District for the year 2014-15. 
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Land Revenue Position of Jagatsinghpur 2014-15 

Land Reforms Position in the district 

Odisha Estate Abolition  

An Act not so foolproof came into force to abolish the estate within the 

state of Odisha with the provisions of Abolition of intermediaries, Vesting of 

all land rights in the state, Agricultural land less than 33 acres to remain with 

the intermediary for personal  cultivation having no provision of protection for 

tenants, eviction of tenants as the zamindars were allowed for less than 33 

acres, for personal cultivation and therefore, abolition of intermediaries could 

not be completed until 1974. 

Land Reforms  

Main features of this Act: provisions of permanent, heritable and 

transferable rights in land for the tiller and ban on leasing of land except 

under special conditions (in 1972). Under adverse possession, land in 

continuous cultivation for 12 years or more by a person other than its owner 

shall pass to the cultivator. Rent should not exceed  one-fourth of the gross 

produce. Ceiling on individual holdings was fixed at 33 standard acres, later 

reduced to 20 (in 1965), and to 10 standard acres (in 1972). 

Besides, Section 8 (A) of the Act provides the power to the Revenue 

Officers to convert the agricultural land to non-agricultural land. The land 

belonging to S.C/ S.T. category of the people could be checked through 

section 22 of O.L.R. Act, 1960. By enactment of this act the land of SC/ST 

people could be saved from grabbing by unscrupulous persons. Similarly, by 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
Tahasil 

Demand for 2014-15 

Part I Part II Part III 

01 Balikuda 3,29,036.00 6,12,758.00 19,38,729.00 

02 Biridi 1,58,574.00 4,30,827.00 11,20,282.00 

03 Erasama 5,51,953.00 5,76,358.00 18,09,14.00 

04 Jagatsinghpur 4,57,372.00 16,74,723.00 25,35,928.00 

05 Kujang 28,65,626.00 8,99,656.00 1,142,745.00 

06 Naugaon 1,21,825.00 21,86,559.00 2,76,631.00 

07 Tirtol 3,60,772.00 24,77,417.00 21,52,301.00 

08 Raghunathpur 2,02,181.00 26,96,836.00 15,85,871.00 

 Total 50,47,339.00 11,55,5134.00 109,33,401.00 



 
 

173 
 

application of section 23 of the Act, the SC/ST land unauthorizedly captured 

by the other caste persons could be restored to its original owner. Section 19 

(1) ( C) provides the power to amicable partition of land between the co-

share holders.   

Government Land Settlement  

The very purpose to enact this act is to formulate a general legislation 

and a set of uniform principles regarding lease of Government waste lands 

overriding provisions of various Acts, Rules, Orders, customary practices 

and usage in force in various parts of the State instead of tinkering with the 

individual laws with the primary objective of governing the settlement of 

waste lands in a planned manner uniformly throughout the State. By 

enactment of this Act, the landless persons are able to get Govt. land 

through lease for agriculture. Besides, the Govt waste land would be utilized 

for industrial/ communal purpose through lease/ alienation and land revenue 

collected by way of premium/salami, rent etc.  

Prevention of Land Encroachment  

The very purpose of this Act is to safeguard the Govt. land from the 

unauthorized encroachers and to settle a portion of land on behalf of person 

having no homestead land available in his name or in the name of his family. 

In this process the encroached land is settled in his favour after receipt of 

assessment and penalty from the encroacher.  

Public Demands Recovery  

This Act provides the power to recover  at the public demand in the 

state of Odisha. The land revenue due for more than three years or by due 

date,is to be recovered through this act.  

Miscellaneous Certificate  

Now a days, certificates authenticating Residence, Income, Legal heir, 

Solvency are very much essential for various purposes and this act provides 

provisions of issue of such certificates.  

Introduction of Bhulekh 

Digitalization of land records is a milestone in the land revenue matters. 

By introduction of Bhulekh a person can be able to know his record of rights 

and location of his property by the help of internet.  

Modernization of Record Rooms 

It is a long awaited step of Govt. to digitalize the land records to save it 

from wear and tear. By introduction of this step, the old land records could 
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be saved and would facilitate easy transmission of records from office to 

office and to the people.   

Modernization of Land Records 

In the way of modernizing and bringing efficiency to the land revenue 

administration as well as to make it citizen-centric, technological intervention 

has been envisaged under the centrally sponsored Digital India Land 

Records Modernization Programme. Major focus of the Programme is on 

citizen services. Various components of the programme are underway in the 

district which in brief have been outlined below.  

Under this programme, all textual data of records of rights are being 

updated and computerized. Data conversion of all textual records has been 

completed in respect of all Tahasils of the District and has been hoisted in 

the Bhulekh website. Computerized RoRs are being issued to the citizens. 

Re-entry of RoR data is being done on continuous basis for further updation. 

Cadastral map-sheets of all the villages of the district have been digitized 

and mosaicised. All those maps have been integrated with the textual RoR 

data of bhulekh website for public view and official use. Steps have been 

taken to make the mutation process transaction based in which notices of all 

transactions registered in the registration offices are sent by the registering 

officers to the concerned tahasil offices for initiation of mutation proceedings. 

There have been sharp decline in the application based mutation cases 

during the last 2-3 years. Further all Tahasildars have been instructed 

suitably to dispose all un-contested mutation cases within a maximum period 

of three months. People have been greatly benefitted due to quicker up-

dation of land records. 

In line of computerizing the Tahasil offices of the district, Tahasil level 

computer cells have been made functional in all Tahasils of the district. 

Information technology is being use for maintaining village wise property 

records and for providing services to citizens in a better way.  

All the Tahasil offices have been provided with broadband internet 

connectivity. In addition, virtual private network over Broad Band (VPNoBB) 

has been provided in the Tahasil offices for secure data transmission. The 

VPNoBB connectivity is being used to transmit the updated RoR data from 

the concerned tahasils to the NIC Head-quarters through File Transfer 

Protocol (FTP) for reflection of the same in the bhulekh website. Steps have 

been also taken to provide connectivity through Odisha State Wide Area 

Network (OSWAN) to all Sub-Collectorates, Tahasils and Registration offices 

of the district. The District Head Quarters are already connected with 

OSWAN. 



 
 

175 
 

In order to replace the existing system of physical storing and 

maintenance of land records which has a lot of shortcomings and 

inconvenience, Modern Record Rooms in Tahasil offices are being created 

under DILRMP. In these Modern Record Rooms, valuable revenue case 

records shall be stored electronically through document management 

system software after their scanning. Maintenance of land records in the 

dematerialized format shall go a long way in long-term storage of the 

valuable revenue case records as well as in providing better citizen centric 

services. As of now, Modern record rooms have been made functional in all 

Tahasils of the district. 

Under DILRMP, all the Registration Offices of the district have been  

computerized with adequate hardware, software. All the Registration offices 

are connected to the Central Server at the State level through a dedicated 

software on Virtual Private Network(VPN) mode.Bio-metric authentication 

system has already been put in place in all the Registration offices. Data 

Entry of Valuation details, legacy encumbrance Data and scanning of old 

documents in respect of all records from 1995 to date has been 

accomplished. Citizens are being provided immediate services such as 

Encumbrance Certificates (E.C.) and Certified Copies (C.C.) at the 

Registration offices. 

Disaster Resilient infrastructures in Jgatsinghpur District 

Vulnerability of district 

As has already been indicated Jagatsinghpur district is prone to various 

kinds of natural disasters. The District Administration is entrusted with the 

responsibility of Disaster Management at the grassroots level. A brief 

description of this subject is presented here. 

The super cyclone of 1999 with a death toll of around ten thousand 

humans was an eye-opener for the state machinery to assess its capability 

to deal with disasters of such intensity and to identify the vulnerable areas 

mostly in the coastal Odisha. The government of Odisha therefore initiated 

steps to provide necessary life saving infrastructures along with capacity 

building of the communities prone to frequent disasters.  

Accordingly, the State Government decided to survey the most 

vulnerable areas for identification of suitable sites for construction of 

infrastructures like cyclone shelters and assigned the job to the IIT, 

Kharagpur in December 1999. This survey suggested construction of 

cyclone shelters in a 10 km grid zone from the High Tide Line (HTL) in each 

vulnerable district. 
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Jagatsinghpur district is not only vulnerable to cyclonic storms of 

highest intensity and the concurrent high Storm Surge, but is also subject to 

very high floods, on account of the mighty river systems in this district, which 

do not drain in to the sea due to high tidal level. As per the vulnerability 

atlas published by the Building Materials and Technology Council, Ministry of 

Urban Development, Government of India (1997), Jagatsinghpur has been 

assessed as a very severely vulnerable district. The vulnerability maps 

show that the risk due to cyclones, for the Jagatsinghpur district is very high 

(RISK FACTOR- very High) with the possible height of storm surge above 

the concurrent sea level up to 5.5 meters. More over the maximum possible 

wind speed has been assessed at 78m/sec (i.e. 280 Km per hour). The 

coastal 10 km zone is very flat, the whole area is very much susceptible to 

inundation and high wind velocities, particularly with the present drastic 

reduction in vegetative cover.  The back water on account of non drainage of 

river water reached 25 kms inland during the Super Cyclone 1999.  

Another study has been conducted by a committee, chaired by Dr. 

A.N.Khosla in 1974, after 1971 disaster that the maximum possible storm 

surge height could be up to 4 meters. This assessment is linked with the lack 

of vegetative cover and back water effect in Mahanadi and Brahmani river. 

Three coastal blocks namely Kujanga, Erasama and Balikuda are 

coming under High Risk Zone and most vulnerable to cyclone, tsunami & 

flood.  

During the super cyclone, almost all the mud walled and thatched 

houses collapsed due to high wind, continuous rain and flooding. No shelter 

was available for the villagers and many of them perished. In the super 

cyclone, there was a loss of human lives, live stock, crops, aquatic animals 

etc. with large scale damage to the environment. Those escaped became 

destitutes. Therefore the state government decided to build elevated 

structures to withstand very high wind speeds, resistant to flooding, and 

saline inundations.  

The Human Rights Commission of India had advised the state govt. to 

take necessary steps to provide safe shelter for the vulnerable communities 

of Odisha and it was decided to construct safe shelter buildings across the 

coastal districts. Then Government of Odisha assigned IIT, Kharagpur to 

provide assistance for selection of sites in coastal Odisha for construction of 

multipurpose cyclone shelters. IIT, Kharagpur made a study on the 

vulnerability due to  cyclone, basing on the disaster history of the areas for  

past years positioned within 10 kms from the sea coast, population 

assessment, identification of gap, premises location and capacity choice etc.  
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Subsequently the state govt. decided to provide shelters to the flood 

affected people also. Accordingly, flood shelters are being constructed in 

different vulnerable areas in Tirtol, Biridi & Nuagaon Blocks including three 

coastal Blocks of the district basing on the recommendations received from 

the district administration. 

Drawing and Design of shelter buildings 

Two types of drawing and design have been developed by IIT, 

Kharagpur; one for 3000 capacity & another for 2000 capacity. These 

buildings can withstand high-speed wind and moderate earthquakes. The 

buildings have been constructed above high flood level (HFL) with raised 

platform and stilted floors, so that the flood water will not affect the shelter 

building. Even in case of very high floods, the water can pass through the 

stilted floors without affecting the shelter in the first floor. All the shelter 

buildings are connected with all weather approach roads for easy access 

and smooth movement of relief materials at the time of disaster.  

Use of the shelter buildings 

 Almost all the shelter buildings are mainly constructed inside the school 

premises or adjacent to the school so that it can be used as class rooms 

during normal time and potential shelters at the time of disasters. The 

ground floors of these buildings have been designed to be used as shelters 

for livestock during emergencies. Relief materials and medicines can be 

stacked for emergent situations. Additionally, these shelter buildings can be 

used as community halls and can be put to various other community uses 

like Anganwadi centres, training centres, and marriage mandaps and for 

other social gatherings etc. with payment of agreed user charges. Therefore, 

the shelter buildings are known as Multipurpose Cyclone Shelters (MCS) 

and Multipurpose Flood Shelter (MFS). 

Features and facilities available in the MCS & MFS buildings 

 All the MCS & MFS have separate hall & toilets for men and women,  

special room for the sick, labour room, one store room, drinking water supply 

through submersible pump, internal electrical wiring with all fittings, ramp of 

1:12 slope & separate toilets for disabled persons, 5 KVA noiseless diesel 

generator, shelter level emergency equipments etc.   

Community based management and maintenance of the shelter 

buildings and Capacity Building of community 

 To ensure sustainable maintenance of these shelter buildings, 

community-based Cyclone/Flood Shelter Management & Maintenance 

Committees (CSMMC/FSMMC) are formed and imparted suitable orientation 

trainings. In addition, shelter level taskforce volunteers have been identified 
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and they are being oriented, trained and involved regularly. Further, the 

shelter level Mock Drill on disaster preparedness is also conducted at each 

shelter on 19
th
 June every year. The minor repair works of the shelter 

buildings are taken up by the CSMMC/FSMMC whereas the responsibility of 

the major repairs lies with the authority. All the CSMMCs/FSMMCs have 

been provided with corpus fund to the tune of Rs. 5.00 Lakhs each for 

regular capacity building of the local community out of the interest generated 

per year.  

Different Schemes for construction of MCS & MFS 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Scheme MCS / 
MFS 

No. of 
Shelters 

Period of 
construction 

i.  Chief Minister‟s Relief 
Fund (CMRF) 

MCS 04 immediate after 
Super Cyclone 
1999 (2001-
2004) 

ii.  World Bank (Immediate 
Phase) 

MCS 06 

iii.  Chief Minister‟s Relief 
Fund (CMRF) & CMRF 
surplus fund 

MFS 05 2008-09 

iv.  State Plan MFS 04 2011-12 
v.  National Cyclone Risk 

Mitigation Project 
(NCRMP), World Bank 
assisted 

MCS 08 2011-12 

vi.  Chief Minister‟s Relief 
Fund (CMRF) /State 
Plan 

MFS   11 Post Phailin 
(2013-14) 

vii.  Chief Minister‟s Relief 
Fund (CMRF) /State 
Plan 

MCS 04 Post Phailin 
(2013-14) 

viii.  Indian Red Cross 
Society, Odisha State 
Branch 

MCS 03 Pre & post 
Super Cyclone 
1999 

 Total  45  

 

Availability of Block-wise shelters in Jagatsinghpur district 

 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Block Total number of 

MCS & MFS 

1.  Kujanga 14 

2.  Tirtol 6 

3.  Balikuda 10 

4.  Biridi 3 

5.  Erasama 11 

6.  Nuagaon 1 

  Total 45 

 



 
 

179 
 

National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project (NCRMP) and NCRMP 

(Additional Financing) 

World Bank assisted National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project (NCRMP) 

has been drawn up to strengthen the structural and non-structural mitigation 

efforts towards reducing the risk and vulnerability of the coastal districts of 

Odisha to cyclone-related disasters. All the 08 Multipurpose Cyclone 

Shelters under NCRMP (Phase-I) have been constructed in this district 

including go down and shelter connectivity approach roads.  

Construction of MFS under Chief Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF) & State 

Plan 

After Phailin, visualizing the requirement for more cyclone/flood shelters 

in Odisha, the State Government has decided to construct 15 MFS & MCS 

out of the Chief Minister‟s Relief Fund and State Plan in Jagatsinghpur 

district.  

 

`Photo of MCS & MFS in Jagatsinghpur district 

Sahadabedi MCS in Erasama Block 
under NCRMP, World Bank funded 

Panapalli MCS in Kujanga Block 
under NCRMP, World Bank funded. 

 

Installation of Doppler Weather Radar (DWR) in Paradip 

 In the year 2000 soon after the super cyclone 

(29-Oct-1999), it was decided by India Met. Dept. to 

install DWR at Paradip as this is a coastal station and 

cyclone prone area. Land has been acquired for 

construction of DWR building at Paradip in the year 

2003 and construction started on 08-Jan-2009 in a 

campus area of 1.112 acres. This is METSTAR China 

Radar. It has the efficiency to monitor the situation 

within 500 km radius from Paradip. It is more effective 

than the previous BELL Radar (By ISRO) installed at 

Paradip whose range was 200 kms. The Doppler radar 
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can accurately predict the direction and speed according to every latitude 

and longitude. It can precisely tell the amount of rainfall in its range. It can 

predict the area of thunderstorm, height of rain bearing cloud etc. It is very 

helpful in every hazardous weather like cyclone, tornado etc. The radar is 

fitted with highly sensitive instruments. 

 

 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-X 

LAW AND ORDER, AND JUSTICE 

Incidence of crime in the district 

During early parts of British administration even though no serious 

crimes of civil population are found in records, crimes among the civil and 

military officers were not unknown. There were frequent quarrels among 

them which sometimes extended to private life. The sepoys freely roamed at 

night defying the law and if the police attempted to check misconduct, a 

squabble was inevitable. 

In the post-Independence period the police force was more 

streamlined. Attention was paid to crimes and criminals. Yet, there was 

increase in the occurrences of serious crimes like murder and dacoity. 

A much shocking incident of labour unrest took place on 19/03/1984 at 

Paradeep. Trouble started over inter-union rivalry and snowballed in to 

menancing proportions which resulted in the killing of the officer-in-charge 

and three policemen of the local police station.  

Majority of the crimes occurred in the district are in the form of burglary 

and theft. Though numerous, for the most part they are petty. Faulty 

investigation and delay in disposal of cases by the judiciary encourage 

habitual criminals now days to commit crimes time and again. The statement 

given below furnishes the number of various offences committed in the 

district during the years from 2010 to 2014.  

Cases reported during last 5 years from the year 2010 to 2014 

Nature of 
crime 

Cases 
reported 

during the 
year 2010 

Cases 
reported 

during the 
year 2011 

Cases 
reported 

during the 
year 2012 

Cases 
reported 

during the 
year 2013 

Cases 
reported 

during the 
year 2014 

Total Cog 1737 1746 2467 2696 2627 
Murder 31 35 37 53 43 
Culpable 
homicide not 
amounting to 
murder 

15 22 20 30 26 

Rioting 26 45 32 87 70 
Kidnapping 
and 
 abduction 

39 47 57 81 83 

Dacoity 8 20 30 20 22 
Robbery 46 49 83 115 60 
Burglary 72 88 116 133 165 
Cheating 37 24 37 61 76 
Theft 192 202 368 412 329 

 



 
 

182 
 

Organizational set-up of Police Administration 

Police and Intelligence Department during Ganga period (12th-15 

centry AD) was well organised and controlled by the Mahadandapasa. His 

function was like that of the present D.G. & I.G of police. Under him were the 

Dandapasi and Dandanayak conducting respectively the police and 

intelligence duties.  

The Military and police system during the Gajapati period had no clear 

cut demarcation as the Military officers were discharging most of the police 

functions. Revenue officers were also performing the police function. 

In the 16th century under the Mughals, Subahadar, who was also 

known as Nazin, was responsible for the overall peace and order of the 

Subah. The Darogas performed police duty and their work was supervised 

by the Dewan who had the power to appoint and dismiss the police officer. 

The police system was well organised at the district level where Kotwals 

were working in the district Headquarters, sub-divisions or Pergans and were 

subordinate to the Darogas. During this period the judicial officers were also 

functioning as police officers. The Kazis was the highest judicial officer in the 

district and under him was the Faujdar who was looking into criminal cases. 

Besides, being a judicial officer, the Faujdar was working as a police officer. 

he was mostly responsible for the maintenance of law and order in the 

district inclusive of the sub-divisions.  

During the Maratha Rule (1751-1803), Cuttack was one of five Chaklas 

of Odisha. An Amil was placed to look after the administration of both 

criminal and civil justice. The General Superintendence of police was vested 

in him and he investigated and decided serious cases like Murder and 

Docaity. In the matter of police administration, he was assisted by Ahdadars 

and Zamindars in their respective Estates. The important executive officer of 

the police was the Kotwal who in turn was responsible to the Darogas. The 

Kotwal in performing the police duties was being helped by the Khandayats 

and Paikas.  

After the occupation of Odisha by the British, a Commissioner was 

placed in charge of the province. He followed the old Maratha system but 

transferred from the Amils "the power of General Superintendence and the 

cognizance of crimes of any magnitude and heinousness. There were two 

Magistrates, one in the Northern and other in the southern Cuttack who were 

responsible Commissioners.  

The present day police system came in to existence in 1861 under the 

police Act V of 1861, when a Superintendent of police was appointed for the 

district with a number of subordinate staffs.  
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With the creation of province Bihar & Odisha in 1912 the police 

administration was reorganized. The province was divided in to two ranges 

namely Northern and Southern. The Southern range comprised ten districts 

of the Chhotnagpur and Odisha Divisions as well as Military police Ranchi, 

police training College Hazaribag and police training school, Cuttack. The 

Hdqrs. of this range was fixed at Cuttack. The unit of police jurisdiction 

continued to be the Thana. The civil sub-divisions were divided in to a 

number of Thanas. During the first decade of 20th Century, the sadar sub-

division of this district had four Thanas namely Cuttack, Banki, 

Jagatsinghpur and Tirtol. Then the district of Cuttack was divided into 24 

police Thanas including Erasama and Balikuda. 

With the formation of the Odisha as a separate province on the first 

April 1936, the police administration had to face great problems as there 

were three police procedure belonging to old Bihar and Odisha, Madras and 

central provinces. In order to tide over the administrative inconvenience, the 

Bihar and Odisha police manual with some modification was introduced in 

the new province. Apart from the Superintendent, a Dy. Superintendent was 

also posted at Cuttack to assist the police administration of this district. In 

the subordinate ranks, there were Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Asst. Sub-

Inspectors, Havildars, Head Constables, constables etc. 

Present police organization 

As per decision of the Revenue and Excise Department letter No. 

3345/R dt. 20/01/1993 communicated vide Home Department No. 6943/D&A 

dt. 09/12/1993 the Jagatsinghpur district started functioning from 01/04/1993 

after bifurcation of erstwhile Cuttack district. The police organization comes 

under Central range with its Hdqrs. at Jagatsinghpur. The D.G & I.G of police 

is the head of police organization in the State. The Home deptt. of the State 

Govt. controls the police administration. This police district consists or 3 

subdivisions, 15 police stations and 04 outposts. The number of staff in this 

police district includes 01 S.P, 01 Addl. S.P, 02 SDPOs, 03 DSPs, 17 

Inspectors, 71 S.Is, 01 F.P.B S.I, 04 DSIs, 02 steno S.Is, 76 ASIs, 01 photo 

ASI, 04 H.M, 72 Hav, 07 Driver Hav, 13 Lance Naiks, 01 scientific office, 01 

Laboratory attendant, 01 Laboratory Asst. 18 Asst. Drivers and as many as 

450 (four hundred fifty constables). The Superintendent of police is the head 

of the police administration of the police district.  

The Superintendent of police is on overall charge of the police district. 

Each of the police Sub-division is managed by a DSP. Under each sub-

division there are police stations and outposts. An Inspector is placed in-

charge of a police station and the outpost remains in-charge of a sub-

Inspector/ASI. 
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Statement Showing the Name of the Police District, Police Circles, 
Police Stations and  

Outposts in the District 

Name of police 
district 

Name of police 
circle 

Name of the police 
station 

Name of Out post 

Jagatsinghpur 

Jagatsinghpur 

Jagatsinghpur  

Biridi  

Balikuda Anantapur 

Naugaon  

Bandar Marine P.S  

Paradeep 

Paradeep PPL  

Paradeep Lock  

Paradeep Marine P.S  

Jatadhari Muhan 
Marine P.S 

 

Abhayachandpur  

Tirtol 

Tirtol Kanakpur, 
Krushnanandapur 

Erasama  

Kujanga  

Raghunathpur  

 

Coastal Police Station Sl. No. 20 

There are three Marine police stations in the district i.e. Paradeep 

Marine Police Station, Jatadhari Muhan Marine police station and Bandar 

Marine police station. 

Paradeep Marine Police Station has been created vide Govt. of Odisha 

Home Deptt. Notification No.1057/D and A dtd.25.02.2009 and started 

functioning from 01.03.2009 with sanctioned strength of 01 Inspector, 06 

SIs, 06  ASIs, 16 Havildars and and 48 Constables. Two 12 Ton boats and 

one 5 Ton boat have been provided for sea patrolling and watching the 

movement of Terrorist activities. 

Jatadhari Muhan Marine Police Station has been created vide Govt. of 

Odisha Home Deptt. Notification No.30017/D&A dtd.08.08.2014 and started 

functioning from 22.12.2014. No manpower has been sanctioned. 

Bandar Marine Police Station has been created vide Govt. of Odisha Home 

Deptt. Notification No.30010/D&A dtd.08.08.2014 and started functioning 

from 16.01.2015. No manpower has been sanctioned. 
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Ordinary Reserve 

The ordinary Reserve police are in-charge of prevention and detection 

of crimes and maintenance law and order in their own jurisdictions. This 

district has 17 Inspectors, 71 S.Is, 01 F.P.B.SI, 04 DSIs, 02 Steno S.Is, 76 

ASIs, 01 photo ASI, 04H.M, 72 Hav, 07 Driver Hav, 13 Lance Naiks, 01 

Scientific office, 01 Laboratory attendant, 01 Laboratory Asst., 18 Asst. 

Drivers and 450 Constables (both permanent and temporary). 

Armed Reserve 

The armed reserve mostly stationed at District Hdqrs. provides 

necessary assistance to the ordinary reserve when the latter is considered 

inadequate to tackle the prevailing situation. The staff are posted for the 

maintenance of internal security, restoration of peace and normalcy in the 

sensitive areas, apart from working as escorts of police, arms and 

ammunitions. They also guard the Treasuries and Banks and other vital 

installations and institutions and render rescue operation to public at the time 

of occurrence of natural calamities. Some of the staff of armed reserve are 

also stationed at important places as striking force to meet emergent law and 

order situations.  

Court Staff 

With the introduction of the assistance public prosecutor system in 

judicial Courts, the powers of the Court police officers in prosecution cases 

have been withdrawn and the court staff are only required to supply relevant 

records to the APP and Judicial Courts in police cases. 

Three SIs, one ASI and 11 Constables have been posted in the 

Jagatsinghpur Court and one SI, one ASI and five Constables have been 

posted in the Court of JMFC, Paradeep located at Kujanga.   

The sanctioned strength of Court staff for the SDJM Court, 

Jagatsinghpur are one Havildar and five constables and for JMFC, Paradeep 

at Kujanga also one Havildar and 04 constables.  

Intelligence staff 

In this district there is a DIB to collect advance intelligence pertaining to 

law and order situation, political organizations, activities of different fronts 

etc. so that preventive measures may be taken to avoid untoward situations. 

Numbers of staff posted to DIB are one DSP, two SIs, two ASIs and four 

constables.  
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Home guard 

Soon after the Chinese aggression in 1962, the assistance of the 

organizations of voluntary force to help the public at the time of air-raid, 

natural calamities etc. was felt necessary. This is the genesis of the 'Home 

guard' organization that came into existence from that year. The aim of the 

organization is to train the civilians in Military and police duties to meet 

emergencies of war and natural calamities etc. as auxiliary to the police as 

and when required. The Home guards are deployed in law and order 

situations, observance of fairs and festivals and anti Dacoity patrolling. At 

times their services are utilized in congested places to ensure smooth flow of 

traffic. The Home guards get duty call-up allowance at the rate of Rs.220/- 

per day. They also perform watch and ward duty in different offices of the 

Govt. and public sector undertakings. Civilians as well as Govt. employees 

of both the sexes are also entitled to undergo the basic training, advance 

course and refreshers course. During the training period, the Home guards 

get pocket and washing allowances. Two types of Home Guards Rural 

Home guard and urban Home guards are functioning. The sanctioned 

strength of Home Guards in the Jagatsinghpur police District is 376 including 

25 lady home Guards. Out of these services of 231 male Home Guards and 

20 lady home Guards are utilized in the town or120 male Home Guards and 

05 lady Home Guards work in the rural areas. 

In the Jagatsinghpur police district a Commdt. has been posted to look 

after the administration of the Home Guards establishment. He is assisted by 

one 2nd-in-Commdt. The other staff are one sergeant, two Havildars, one 

Driver, one Cook, one Visti and some other ministerial staff.  

Wireless Station 

Two high frequency wireless stations are functioning at Jagatsinghpur 

and Paradeep and 21 very high frequency wireless stations are functioning 

in this district. They are located at Paradeep, Paradeep marine, Paradeep 

Lock, Kujanga, Abhayachandpur, Tirtol, Biridi, Raghunathpur, Naugaon, 

Erasama, Jatadhari Muhan Marine and Balikuda P.Ss, Kanakpur Outpost, 

Anantapur Outpost, DPO, R.O, Collector mobile, S.P, Mobile, DIB, S.P, 

Residence and VHF control room. The staff strength of wireless stations at 

Jagatsinghpur includes one SI, and four ASIs and in Paradeep wireless 

station there is only one SI.  

Police wireless communication is primarily meant to transmit law and 

order matters only. Besides, during emergency period and time of natural 

calamities and general election, this communication organization provides all 

communication facilities to the police as well as to the civil administration. 
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Railway Police, Fire Services 

The Govt. Railway outpost Paradeep was sanctioned in 1978. It is 

functioning under Superintendent of police, Railway, Cuttack. The jurisdiction 

of outpost is 83 KMs. from Mattagajapur Railway station to Paradeep 

Railway station. There are 11 stations and passenger halts under the 

outpost. The outpost is staffed by one Asst. Sub- Inspector and 04 

constables. Presently the staff of the outpost are staying near GR O.P. 

because of non-availability of suitable accommodation at Paradeep Railway 

station. The Govt. railway police general is handling theft cases of all kinds 

both from running passengers and goods trains and in the station areas 

including the Railway platforms and UD cases. They also take up cases of 

offences against persons and against public both in running Trains and 

station areas inclusive of the Railway platforms. 

There are eight fire stations in this district located at Jagatsinghpur, 

Kujanga, Tirtol, Biridi, Balikuda, Raghunathpur, Naugaon and Erasama.  The 

strength of fire stations personnel in the district is one Asst. fire officer, one 

station officer, six Asst. station officers, sixteen leading fire man, seventeen 

Drivers and eighty six firemen. The strength of the vehicle and pump in the 

district is one AWT, 8 MFE, 8 TT, ten pump Tralers, two QRU, three Portable 

pumps, six power boats, twelve power show and eight Tower lights. 

The Jagatsinghpur fire station was established on 14/01/1974, Kujanga 

on 22/10/1987, Tirtol in the year 1995, Raghunathpur on 01/01/2002, 

Balikuda on 11/04/2013, Erasama on 16/08/2013, Naugaon on 29/11/2013 

and Biridi on 29/12/2013. 

Jail and Jail Administration and Prisoners’ Welfare 

There are 70 Jails of different kinds functioning in the State of Odisha. 

Out of them there are two Sub-jails in the Jagatsinghpur district located at 

Jagatsinghpur and Kujanga under the administrative control of Directorate of 

Prisons, Odisha,  

a)  Sub-jail, Jagatsinghpur (Alipingala) 

The sub-jail Jagatsinghpur was established in the year 1989 with 

capacity of 162 males and 09 females. The sanctioned staff strength of Sub-

jail, Jagatsinghpur – one Superintendent, one Asst. Jailor, one sub-Asst. 

Jailor, one Pharmacist, three head warders, 13 male warders, 02 female 

warders, one sweeper, one contractual doctor and one contractual sweeper.  

b)  Sub-jail Kujanga (Samagola) 

The sub-jail Kujanga was established in the year 1996 with capacity of 

102 males and 20 female Jail inmates. The sanctioned staff strength of Sub-
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jail, Kujanga is one Jailor-cum Superintendent one Asst. Jailor, one 

Pharmacist, two head warder, 08 male warders, 02 female warders. 

Prisoners’ welfare 

Odisha Jail Prisoners‟ Welfare Fund Rules was set up in the year 2012. 

The objectives of the Fund are to defray educational expenses of the 

meritorious children of the prisoners, to provide financial assistance to the 

family members of the prisoners for prolonged and expensive medical 

treatment, to provide financial assistance to the family members of a 

prisoner who dies during imprisonment, to defray expenses for promoting 

games, sports and cultural activities for prisoners, to assist each prisoner 

with fund at the time of release for rehabilitation and to meet any other 

expenses for general welfare or benefits of prisoners as is considered 

necessary which is not covered under the objectives mentioned above. The 

fund shall be raised mainly from voluntary contributions for prisoners, 

donations from public, non-Govt. organizations or any other sources 

approved by the Govt.  

The Fund shall be administered by an Executive Committee consisting 

of superintendent Jailor, medical officer, prison welfare officer, chief head 

warder, accountant and one convict.   

Judiciary System: Criminal Court 

On 3rd April 1993, Jagatsinghpur district was separated from Cuttack 

district. On 09/06/1965, a Court of SDJM, Munsif and Judicial Magistrate 

First class were posted at Jagatsinghpur. In the year 1982, Sub-Judge-cum 

Asst. Sessions Judge Court was in augmented at Jagatsinghpur and on 

19/12/1997 Addl. District Judge-cum Sessions Judge Court started 

functioning for handling sessions cases up to 302. Subsequently District and 

sessions Court are functioning from 17/05/2013. Prior to it the Judicial 

Magistrate Court was functioning at Kujanga from 01/10/1982 to expedite 

Justice at the door. At present in the district, District Judge Court, Addl. 

District and Sessions Judge Court, Chief Judicial Magistrate Court, SDJM, 

Court, Magistrate First class Court are functioning at Jagatsinghpur.  

Civil Court, Bar Associations, Juvenile delinquency 

In civil line, Civil Judge senior division and junior division courts are 

functioning at Jagatsinghpur. 

Civil Judge senior division and junior division Courts are functioning at 

Kujanga since 1972. Civil Judge senior division is empowered with the 

power of Asst. Sessions Judge.  
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Consolidation proceeding started at Jagatsinghpur with the 

augmentation of consolidation office opened at Jagatsinghpur, Balikuda, 

Raghunathpur, Kujanga and Balia. Thereafter, Deputy Director 

Consolidation Court started functioning at Jagatsinghpur. Now an Addl. 

District Magistrate is functioning as Deputy Director Consolidation. One Addl. 

Sub-Collector-cum C.O and Deputy Director Consolidation have been 

posted at Jagatsinghpur under Director Consolidation at Cuttack. 

To look after the revenue matters of the D.M-cum-Collector, Addl. D.M, 

Sub-divisional Magistrate-cum Sub Collector are posted at Jagatsinghpur to 

deal with all revenue laws. All Tahasildars are empowered with Executive 

Magistrate power for conducting preventive sections i.e. 107,109,144 and 

145 CR.Pc cases along with revenue laws and consolidation matters. 

Bar association 

In 1971, one Bar association was formed at Jagatsinghpur named as 

Jagatsinghpur Bar association. Thereafter, it was split up to three more 

associations like District lawyers Association, Civil Court Bar Association and 

District Revenue Bar Association. Subsequently in 2013, all bar associations 

have joined together and one Bar Association is functioning known as 

District Bar Association, Jagatsinghpur. At Kujanga, there existed one bar 

association called Kujanga Bar association and subsequently it was split up 

to two associations. Subsequently two Bar Associations merged and gave 

rise to one Bar Association, known as Kujanga Bar Association. There is 

another Bar Association at Paradeep known as Bar Association, Paradeep. 

All the Bar Associations are independent and have separate identity and 

recognized by Odisha Bar Council.  

Juvenile delinquency 

To deal with juvenile cases Chief Judicial Magistrate is acting as 

chairman of juvenile board and two members are functioning under him who 

are selected from amongst social workers and designated educationists. 

They are trying all cases of juvenile‟s conflict with law.  

Consumer Protection 

Consumer court opened at Jaybada, Jagatsinghpur in a rented house 

in the year1994 and subsequently after construction of own buildings, the 

said court is functioning in the campus of Collectorate. One president and 

two members are functioning and adjudicating all consumer cases. They 

have been selected from among the Advocates of the Bar Council for five 

years. The Court has power to award up to 20 Lakhs of rupees. 

 



 
 

190 
 

Vigilance Administration 

The vigilance unit office, Jagatsinghpur was previously a squad office 

which was closed in 1994 and it was reopened on 07/06/2007. The 

sanctioned staff strength of the unit is one DSP, one Inspector, three 

Constables, one junior steno grapher, one Asst. Driver, one orderly and one 

attendant/messenger.  

The vigilance DSP and Inspector enquire into allegation of corruption 

against employees of the Odisha State Govt., employees of local bodies, 

and other public undertakings functioning under the State Govt. The scope 

of the organization is to take up cases  coming under the purview of offences 

punishable under prevention of corruption Act, offences relating to evasion 

of Taxs and different control orders, offences relating to transit and 

possession of forest produces U/S 45 and 46 of the Odisha Forest Act, 1972 

read with sections 56 of the Act and the Odisha Timber and other forest 

produce Transit Rules, 1980, besides all organised offences affecting the 

pecuniary interest of the State, cognizable offences are also taken up by the 

unit. The unit is also empowered to investigate offences punishable under 

the essential commodities Act, the motor vehicle and motor vehicle Tax Act, 

various weights and measures Act and the food adulteration Act, apart from 

any other particular offences or class of offences that may be specified by 

the State Govt.  

Yearwise Criminal Cases 
 

Year IR enquiry File enquiry Criminal cases 

2010 56 33 03 

2011 19 15 10 

2012 09 11 07 

2013 06 03 04 

2014 03 07 05 

 

Cyber Crime and Mechanisms to Counter them 

The criminals using IT platform and related services bring different 

kinds of challenges to the police and law enforcement authority. Such crimes 

are dealt with by highly skilled and specialized police force.  

A cyber cell has been set up in the district vide DO No. 1331 dt. 

05/09/2013 under the supervision of Inspector. DCRB with assistance of two 

ASIs and two constables. 
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During the year 2014, seven such cases had been reported in this 

district, where as one such case has been reported during the year 2015.  

Proposal for establishment of a Cyber police station in Jagatsinghpur 

district at Jagatsinghpur has been sent to the IG of police (Modernization) 

Odisha, Cuttack vide letter No. 1569/E dt. 05/08/2015.  

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-XI 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT  

 

Evolution of Local Self Government at the District level 

On 18
th
 May, 1882, the Resolution of Lord Ripon on Local Self-

Government was passed. Before that, the system of local Self-Government 

was introduced in 1869 as per Bengal Act-VI of 1868. To run the local Self-

Government at different hierarchies as per provision of Act (iii) of 1885 

introduced by Bengal Counsel, the District Board, Local Board and Union 

Committee were to be constituted, but while the District Board and Local 

Board were formed, the Union Committees could not  come into existence. 

The Jagatsinghpur Union Committee was constituted in the month of June, 

1912 with a jurisdiction of 8 Sq. miles with a population of 13,322. The Union 

Committee consisted of 9 members. 

But in 1922, Bihar and Odisha Village Administration Act (iii) was 

introduced as a result the Union Boards functioned as Local Self 

Government Agencies. This Union Board was a link between Local Board 

and Union Committee. The working sphere of the Union Board was much 

more than the Union Committee. As per the provision in the said Bihar and 

Odisha Village Administration Act (iii), the Union Board was constituted in 

Jagatsinghpur between July to November, 1925 along with 4 other Union 

Boards of Banki, Kendrapara, Baruan-Santrapur. The Union Board of 

Jagatsinghpur was constituted taking some villages of Jagatsinghpur Union 

Committee, outside Municipal areas. Local affairs such as Education, 

Sanitation, Medical, Relief, Roads, Ponds and Ferries were managed by the 

Union Boards of Jagatsinghpur No.I and No.II.  

In January, 1930, the Jagatsinghpur Union Board started functioning in 

place of Jagatsinghpur Union Committee.  

District Board 

The District Board of Cuttack was constituted in early thirties. The 

District Board was having 40 members, out of which 30 were elected and 10 

were nominated by the Government. Out of the 10 nominated members, 3 

were Govt. officials and other 7 were non-officials. The Board was headed 

by the Chairman, District Board. The chief source of income of the Board 

was local cess and Govt. Grant for specific purpose. The local cess was 

levied at the rate of Rs.0.03 per rupee of rent from each tenant and Rs.0.03 

per rupee on annual value of estate from each landlord. A large portion of 

income was spent on education. Initially, the term of the District Board was 
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three years which subsequently enhanced to five years. The Board was 

working for local problems involving health, education, communication, 

development of river ways and ponds. 

Local Board  

As the District Board was at the District level, the Local Board was the 

body of local self government at Sub-divisional level. It was working as a 

subordinate body of the Cuttack District Board. The local Board was working 

in the field of repair and maintenance of roads, health facility, running of 

Primary Schools, maintenance of ponds and water supply. The District 

Board was having full authority over the local boards in the matters of 

application and expenditure of funds, execution of works and repairs, 

administration of all matters placed under its control and conduct of 

proceedings. The local boards were having members elected to the District 

Board by the electorate of the sub-division along with the additional 

members, not exceeding one third of the elected members, nominated by 

the District Board. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman were the chief office-

bearers. The term of the local board was five years. The local boards were 

receiving allotments from the funds of the District Board. 

On 1
st
 January, 1954, the Govt. took over the administration of the 

District Board, Cuttack and Local Board of Cuttack Sadar. Jagatsinghpur 

was under the Local Board of Cuttack Sadar and the elected representatives 

of the area   were the members of the District Board of Cuttack. After the 

taking over, the District Board of Cuttack and Local Board of Cuttack Sadar 

ceased to be representative bodies. The Special Officer under the 

administrative control of the District Collector of Cuttack was appointed to 

manage the Local Bodies. 

Union Board 

The Union Boards were the smallest units of Local Self Government. 

There were four union boards in Cuttack District. They were Garapur 

(Kendrapara), Banki, Jagatsinghpur-1 and Jagatsinghpur-II. The jurisdiction 

of the Union Boards covered some villages where urban conditions were 

beginning to develop. The members of the Union Boards were elected by 

the people of the area who were paying Chowkidari Tax. The Union Board 

was looking after the affairs of health, water supply, roads and maintenance 

of educational institutions. The Board had the power to impose taxes. But no 

tax was imposed by any of the Union Boards including Jagatsinghpur I & II. 

The chief of the Union Board was the Union President. The Boards were 

supervising the works of the Chowkidars and they had played the crucial role 

in solving the petty disputes of the area.  
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Municipal Corporation, Municipalities, NACs 

Jagatsinghpur Municipality 

Prior to the formation of Notified Area Council, Jagatsinghpur, it was in 

the form of Gram Panchayat, known as Purohitpur Gram Panchayat 

consisting of 20 Revenue villages. On 13
th
 February, 1972, Jagatsinghpur 

was declared as the Notified Area Council, as per provision under Odisha 

Municipal Act, 1950 by taking over the following 20 Revenue villages of the 

then Purohitpur Gram Panchayat. 

 

Revenue Villages of Purohitpur G.P., 1972 

1. Sujang 

2. Marichapada 

3. Madhapur 

4. Markandpur 

5. Ohala 

6. Jagatsinghpur 

7. Potal 

8. Hariharpur 

9. Deuligrameswar 

10. Purohitpur 

Kherasa 

Nursinghpur 

Panisalia 

Chatara 

Markandapur 

Jayabada 

Paikan 

Galupada 

Attamala 

Kantaballavapur 

The Office of the Notified Area Council was functioning in Nimain 

Bhawan (Town Hall) up to 2008. The old office building was shifted to the 

new building in the year 2008 in Mouza Panisalia near the Police Station. 

The ward numbers were 19, which afterwards enhanced to 20.  

Further, vide Notification No.30800, Dt.13.08.2001, the NAC was 

upgraded to Municipality.  

As per provision of the Odisha Municipal Act, 1950, elections have 

been held to the council of the Municipality on the basis of adult franchise.   

As per mandatory provision of the Constitution (74
th
 amendment), the 

Chairman and Vice Chairman (now renamed as Chairperson and Vice 

Chairperson) were elected by the Councillors and out of the two posts of 

Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, one was to be reserved for women. 

Further seats for Councillors were reserved for Scheduled Tribe and 

Scheduled Caste, Backward Classes as per their population in the Urban 

area and the wards were reserved for them by rotation. One third of such 

reservation was for women. In the last election held in the year 2013 for 

election to the Municipal Council, reservation of women was enhanced from 

one third to 50%.  
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The area coming under the Municipality is 18.25 Sq. Km. with 21 nos. 

of wards. As per census of 2011, the population of the Municipality is 

33,631. Out of which the number of male member is 17,239 and female is 

16,392. The population of SC Male is 3420, SC Female is 3363, ST Male is 

199 and ST Female is 167. The total length of the road under the 

Municipality is of 136.51 KM. The length of the drainage under the 

Municipality is 8.600 KM.    

Details of Roads Status of Jagatsinghpur Municipality Road 

Balck Metal Road 43.262 KM 

Hard granite 2.16 KM 

Spall Morrum 43.864 KM 

Cement Concrete Road 16.55 KM 

Earthen Road 30.675 KM 

 

Income and Expenditure with regard to  

Jagatsinghpur Municipality 

Year Income (In Rs.) Expenditure 
1975-1976 4,81,735 4,81,808 
2002-2003 1,87,46,000 1,83,93,000 
2014-2015 13,85,40,000 13,71,50,000 

 

The day to day administration of the Municipality is looked after by the 

Executive Officer. 

Chief Sources of income of the Municipality 

(a)  Collection of Holding tax from the households 

(b) Collection of light tax from the households 

(c)  Collection of water tax from the households 

(d)  Collection of Municipal taxes from the Govt. buildings. 

(e)  Collection of house rent from Market Complex. 

(f)  Daily fees collection from vendors 

(g)  Daily parking fee collection. 

(h)  Income from hoarding towers and cables 

(i)  Seasonary fee collection 

(j)  Rent/reservation fee collection from Kalyan Mandaps 

(k)  Rent/reservation  fee from Town Hall 
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(l) Income from cesspool 

(m) Octori Grant 

Census 

The population of this Municipality is 33631 as per 2011 Census.  Out 

of which Male is 17,239 and Female is 16,392.  

Category Male Female 

S.C. 3420 3363 

S.T. 199 167 

Others 13620 12862 

 

Paradeep Municipality 

As per Notification No.31169, Dt.27.09.1979 of the Govt. in Housing 

and Urban Development Department, Paradeep NAC was formed with an 

area of 32.40 Sq.Miles. It actually started functioning with effect from 

18.09.1980. Later, vide Notification No. 47302, Dt.12.12.2002, the Paradeep 

NAC was upgraded to the Municipality under section 424 of Odisha 

Municipal Act, 1950. This Municipality comprises only five Revenue villages 

namely: 

1. Udachandrapur 

2. Chauliapalanda 

3. Sandhakuda 

4. Bijaychandrapur 

5. Bhitaragarh 

Census 

Total population of this Municipality is 68,585 as per 2011 Census.  Out 

of which Male is 37,300 and Female is 31,285. As per 2011 census, a 

number of 53319 people are staying in 15 nos. of slums in the Paradeep 

Municipal area. 

District Planning Committee 

The District Planning Committee constituted as per provision of the 74
th

 

Constitutional Amendment and Orissa District Planning Committee Act, 1998 

is a constitutional body to undertake district level planning. As laid down in 

the above Acts, it is required to consolidate the plan prepared by the 
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Panchayat and Municipalities in the district and prepare an integrated draft 

development plan for the district as a whole. 

The District Planning Committee of this district, constitute 20 members 

as a whole in which 16 nos. are elected members. Out of 16 elected 

members 15 belong to Zilla Parishad members and one is elected member 

from urban local bodies. Two expert members are nominated by 

Government along with the Chairperson of DPC. The Collector and D.M. is 

the Member Secretary of DPC. The term of office of every elected member 

was coterminous with his/her membership in Zilla Parishad / or urban local 

bodies prior to Amendment Act, 2015. 

As per Odisha District Planning Committee (Amendment) Act, 2015, the 

term of nominated members shall be three years commencing from date of 

his nomination unless removed earlier and the term of office of elected 

members shall be also three years commencing from the date of his/her 

election unless removed earlier. As per Amendment Act one half of elected 

members to DPC is reserved for woman. Similarly if a chairperson 

nominated by Govt. is not a woman, the office of Vice Chairperson will be 

filled up by a woman. 

[Source – DD (P&S)-District Planning and Monitoring Unit,  
Jagatsinghpur (Planning Unit)] 

Town Planning and Development  

In the early stage of 20
th
 century, the growth of urban population in 

Odisha was very slow in comparison to other States of India. In 1901, urban 

population was 2.1 %, which rose to 11.8% in the year 1981. At that time, 

Jagatsinghpur Town was a Sub-divisional Headquarters of undivided 

Cuttack district with a population of 21126. 

At present there are two towns in the Jagatsinghpur district viz-

Jagatsinghpur, the Headquarters Town and Paradeep, the Port Town with 

status of Municipality. 

In the event of urbanization, it was aimed at preparing the Master Plan 

for the town to have an integrated and organized physical development in 

conformity with the existing socio-economic conditions achieving urban 

perspective. The Master Plan provides the recommended future proposal 

pertaining to different functional areas and required infrastructure for 

development of the town in an organized manner to sub-serve the need of 

the town. For a regular and planned development of Jagatsinghpur Town, 

the Odisha Town Planning and Improvement Trust Act, 1956 was enforced 

vide Govt. in Housing & Urban Development Department Notification 

No.22207/HUD, Dt.15.05.1982 over the area comprising of 20 Revenue 

villages, which was co-terminous with the NAC area. The Asst. Town 
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Planner, Town Planning Unit, Cuttack was appointed as the Special 

Planning Authority, Jagatsinghpur vide Notification of the Govt. in H & U.D. 

Department No.22213, Dt.15.05.1982.  

The Draft Master Plan for Jagatsinghpur was published in the Odisha 

Gazetteer in its extraordinary issue No.1480, Dt.01.11.1985. The final 

Master Plan of this town was prepared by the Special Planning Authority in 

its Notification No.274, Dt.29.10.1988. Subsequently, the OTP & IT Act, 

1956 was enforced by the Govt. over 73 nos. of additional villages of 

Jagatsinghpur, Raghunathpur, Biridi, Balikuda and Tirtol Tahasils vide Govt. 

Notification No.25957/HUD, Dt.07.11.2005. 

The Paradeep-Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust (PJRIT), 

Paradeep was constituted by the Govt. in H & U D Department vide 

Notification No.1737/HUD, Dt.12.01.1996 comprising Jagatsinghpur and 

Paradeep Special Planning Authority with headquarters at Paradeep. Later, 

considering the development of Paradeep town as a Port town as well as an 

Industrial town, the Govt. decided to constitute Paradeep Development 

Authority bifurcating the Paradeep-Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement 

Trust into Paradeep Development Authority and Jagatsinghpur Regional 

Improvement Trust vide Govt. Notification No.25943, Dt.07.11.2005 and 

No.25957, Dt.07.11.2005 respectively. After bifurcation of PJRIT, 

Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust (JRIT) came into existence with 

effect from 07.11.2005 with the headquarters at Jagatsinghpur comprising 

93 nos. of Revenue villages. Generally, the Officer-in-Charge of Town 

Planning Unit, Cuttack was appointed with additional charges of Secretary, 

Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust since its inception. At present 

the Officer-in-Charge of Town Planning Unit, Cuttack is given additional 

charge of Secretary, JRIT, Jagatsinghpur to look after the day to day official 

work of Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement Trust. 

The Master Plan for the town of Paradeep was prepared by the Town 

Planning Unit, Cuttack. A Planning Authority under the style of Special 

Planning Authority, Paradeep was constituted for enforcement and execution 

of Master Plan proposal in that area. The Master Plan of Paradeep was 

finally published by the Special Planning Authority on 02.05.1989. 

The Paradeep Development Authority is preparing a Comprehensive 

Development Plan (CDP) over 120 Revenue villages of Paradeep 

Development Authority areas as per Odisha Development Authority Act, 

1982.  

A Master Plan for Jagatsinghpr Town was prepared by the Town 

Planning Unit, Cuttack. The Asst. Town Planner, Town Planning Unit, 

Cuttack was appointed as the Special Planning Authority. The final Master 
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plan of Jagatsinghpur was prepared by the Special Planning Authority on 

29.10.1988.  

In the year 1994-95, the DPR of Jagatsinghpur was prepared by the 

Directorate of Town Planning under the Integrated Development of Small 

and Medium Town (IDSMT) project. The project was approved by the Govt. 

of India in the same year.  

In the year 2011, Govt. have decided to outsource Odisha Remote 

Sensing Application Centre (ORSAC), Bhubaneswar for preparation of 

digitized cadastral land-use map of Jagatsinghpur town, which is now in the 

final stage.  

Now, the Chief responsibilities with the Town Planning Authorities of 

Paradeep Development Authority and Jagatsinghpur Regional Improvement 

Trust are the preparation of Master Plan and approval of Building plans. 

Zilla Parishad and its Operations  

Zilla Parishad Act of 1959, after its amendment in 1960 and 1961, was 

implemented from 26
th
 January, 1961. Accordingly a Zilla Parishad was 

constituted for the district as an Advisory Body at the District Level to advise 

the Govt. on all developmental matters relating to the district. It was also 

entrusted with the task of approving the programmes and the budget of the 

Panchayat Samitis in the district and distributing amongst them funds 

received from the Govt. for expenditure on various developmental works. 

The Zilla Parishad was also supervising the activities of the Panchayat 

Samitis as the Apex of the 3-tier System of democratic de-centralization. 

Subsequently, the Zilla Parishad system was abolished and in place of that a 

District Advisory Council was constituted. On 14
th
 November, 1970, as per 

Resolution No.16636 of Planning and Coordination Department, the District 

Advisory Council was abolished and a District Development Advisory Board 

was constituted. The salient features of the Act were as follows:-  

On 1
st
 November, 1991, the Zilla Parishad Act was passed in the 

Odisha Legislative Assembly and accordingly the Zilla Parishad was again 

revived.  

(1) Each Panchayat Samiti shall elect two persons on the basis of adult 

suffrage as members of the Zilla Parishad. 

(2) There shall be reservation of seats for Scheduled Caste and 

Scheduled Tribe members on the basis of proportion of their 

population to the total population of the district. 

(3) One-third of the seats shall be reserved for women members including 

Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe women. 
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(4) The President and Vice president of the Zilla Parishad shall be elected 

from among the members. 

(5) All Chairmen of the Panchayat Samitis of the district shall be ex-officio 

members of the Zilla Parishad. 

(6) All the members of the Legislative Assembly and Parliament belonging 

to the district shall be members of the Zilla Parishad. 

(7) Chairmen of the Municipalities and Notified Area Councils and Co-

operative banks shall be ex-officio members. 

(8) District Level Officers of Health, Education, Public Health, Agriculture, 

Forest, Welfare, Works and Co-operative Departments shall be ex-

officio members. 

(9) Collector of the district shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the 

Parishad. 

(10) The tenure of the Parishad shall be five years from its first meeting. 

(11) Candidates contesting election to this Parishad are allowed to use 

their party symbol.  

 Though the Zilla Parishad Act of 1991 was implemented on 1
st
 

November, 1993, no Zilla Parishad could be constituted in the State. Later, 

as per 73
rd

 Amendment of the Constitution of India, the 3-tier System of 

Panchayati Raj was introduced. The Zilla Parishad is the Apex Body in the 

three-tier System. Down the line of Zilla Parishad there are Panchayat 

Samitis and Gram Panchayats. The 73
rd

 Amendment was implemented from 

1
st
 January, 1997. Accordingly the 1

st
 Zilla Parishad of Jagatsinghpur district 

was constituted and the 1
st
 meeting of the Zilla Parishad was held on 

15.02.1997. Sri Laxman Mallick was the President and Smt. Amiya Swain 

was the Vice-President. Including the President and Vice President there 

were 26 members of Zilla Parishad. 

Panchayat Samities and Gram Panchayats 

Panchayat Samitis, the second tier in the process of democratic 

decentralization were established in the State of Odisha in accordance with 

the provision of Odisha Panchayat Samiti Act, 1959. Accordingly, on 26
th
 

January, 1961, Panchayat Samitis were constituted in Jagatsinghpur 

Subdivision under Cuttack District. At present in Jagatsinghpur, there are 8 

nos. of Panchayat Samitis. Each Panchayat Samiti consists of a number of 

Gram Panchayats (G.Ps.).  The Panchayat Samiti   coterminous   with the 

Block Administration has been created by the Govt. in the Community 

Development (at present Panchayati Raj) Department. 
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Before amendment of Odisha Panchayat Samiti Act 1959, 1991 and 

1992, the Panchayat Samitis were constituted taking official and non official 

members. The official members were the Block Development Officer and 

other officers of various departments at the Block level. Non official members 

were the Sarapanchs of the G.Ps. within the Block. The Block Chairman was 

elected directly by the P.S. Members and Sarapanchs. The Vice Chairman 

was elected by the non official members. After the amendment of the Odisha 

Panchayat Samiti Act 1991 and 1992, the P.S. Members were directly 

elected by the people. The salient features of the Act are as follows: 

(a) Any person qualified to be a member of a Gram Panchayat is 

eligible to contest to become a member of a Panchayat Samiti. 

(b) Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

proportionate to their population. 

(c) One-third of the total seats has been reserved for women 

members including Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe. 

(d) Sarapanchs of respective Gram Panchayats within the jurisdiction 

of a Panchayat Samiti are included as ex-officio members of Panchayat 

Samiti. 

(e) The Chairman and Vice Chairman (of whom one must be a 

woman) of the Panchayat Samiti are to be elected by the elected members 

of the Panchayat Samiti from among themselves. 

(f) The tenure of Panchayat Samiti is fixed for five years and in case 

of supersession or dissolution, provision has been made to hold election 

within six months. 

(g) The financial position of Panchayat Samiti is to be reviewed by a 

State Finance Commission to be constituted under section 100 (A) of the 

Odisha Gram Panchayat Act, 1964.  

Elections to Panchayat Samitis have been held since its inception, 

except supersession in 1974, 1983 and 1988 to 1991. During the period the 

Sub-Collectors were in-charge of Panchayat Samitis. In June, 1992, election 

for all the Panchayat Samitis was held alongwith the Gram Panchayats. 

Now, each Panchayat Samiti is functioning with an elected Chairman.  

The Planning, execution and supervision of all developmental 

programmes in the Community Development Blocks are done by the 

respective Panchayat Samitis. It also looks after Primary Education, 

Management of Trusts and Endowments which the Government may entrust 

to it and registration of births and deaths. It supervises the work of the Gram 

Panchayats within its jurisdiction. The Block Development Officer is the 
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Executive Officer of the Panchayat Samiti with a group of Extension Officers 

attached to him for effective execution of different developmental 

programmes. The Panchayat Samitis mostly depend upon Grants-in-aid 

given from Government, share in Cess Grants, Kendu Leaf grants, allotment 

for different developmental works. 

Since the introduction of the Odisha Panchayat Samiti Act, 1959, in 

Jagatsinghpur from its sub-divisional status to the attainment of Dist. Status, 

there are eight Panchayat Samitis - Balikuda, Biridi, Ersama, Jagatsinghpur, 

Kujang, Naugaon, Raghunathpur and Tirtol.  

Gram Panchayats  

The Constitution of India under the directive principles of the State 

Policy (Article-40) provides that the State shall take steps to organize village 

Panchayats and endow them with such powers as may be necessary to 

enable them to function as units of Self-Government. 

Gram Panchayats, the primary units in the democratic decentralization 

were established on experimental basis in some of the rural areas of Cuttack 

district after the introduction of the Odisha Gram Panchayat Act, 1948. The 

Gram Panchayats were constituted taking a group of villages which were 

divided into wards. Ward Members were directly elected. In the beginning 

Sarapanchs ware elected from among the ward members and subsequently 

they were directly elected by the people. Naib Sarapanchs were elected by 

the ward members. The tenure of the Panchayats was for three years in the 

beginning but subsequently enhanced to five years. Gram Panchayats were 

mainly looking after functions relating to local development and management 

of properties transferred to them. In 1948, there were 248 Gram Panchayats 

in the district of Cuttack including the Jagatsinghpur area. The Act of 1948 

was replaced by the Odisha Gram Panchayat Act, 1964. This was 

necessitated to bring Gram Panchayats into Panchayati Raj System to make 

them an integrated part of three-tier System. 

In the year 1991, amendments were made to the Odisha Gram 

Panchayat Act, 1964 to provide proportionate representations to Scheduled 

Caste and Scheduled Tribe members from ward level and reservation of 

one-third seats for women members including one-third Scheduled Caste 

and Scheduled Tribe women.    

In the year 1992, the Act was further amended to provide reservation of 

one of the posts out of Sarapanch and Naib Sarapanch for woman. In the 

last Gram Panchayat Election held in the year 2012, 50% of the seats in the 

three-tier Panchayati Raj System was reserved for women in the Election to 

Zilla Parishad, Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats.  
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The Block Development Officer is the Executive Officer of the 

Panchayat Samiti which is coterminous with a Community Development 

Block. He is responsible for all developmental activities at the Block level 

including economic upliftment of its inhabitants. The Block Development 

Officer is assisted by a number of Extension Officers belonging to Fishery, 

Co-operative, Panchayati Raj, SC and ST Welfare, Education, Veterinary 

and some other departments of the State Government various social and 

developmental schemes like economic rehabilitation of the Rural Poor, 

National Rural Employment Program, Integrated Rural Development 

Schemes, etc. are being implemented at the Block Level through Block 

Development Officer under the Project Director, District Rural Development 

Agency at District level who is the Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad of 

26 Jones of the Districts. He assists the Sub-Collector and works as 

Assistant Returning Officer, Additional Charge Officer in charge of elections 

and census works respectively. 

The first election of the Gram Panchayats was held in the year 1961. 

The last election of Gram Panchayats was held in the year 2012 for election 

of 194 nos. of Sarapanchs and Panchayat Samiti Members in respect of 194 

Gram Panchayats in Jagatsinghpur district each with a population of 2000 to 

10000. Jagatsinghpur district consist of 3357 Wards. The number of G.Ps. in 

the Blocks of Jagatsinghpur district is as follows: 

 

Number of G.Ps in the Blocks of Jagatsinghpur District 
Sl. No. Name of the Block No. of G.P. 

01 Balikuda 30 
02 Biridi 21 
03 Ersama 25 
04 Jagatsinghpur 29 
05 Kujang 27 
06 Naugaon 16 
07 Raghunathpur 19 
08 Tirtol  27 
 TOTAL 194 

 The Gram Panchayat functions as the representative body for 

implementation of developmental works through mobilization of man power 

in rural areas with the guidance and supervision of Panchayat Samiti. Such 

functions of Gram Panchayat include Samiti Hats, maintenance of village 

roads, providing drinking water, Village Street Lights, management of Ferry 

Ghats, Cattle Pounds, Tanks, weekly market, Public Distribution System, 

plantation, sanitation, birth and death registration, pisciculture in G.P. tanks, 

Maintenance of G.P. properties, rural housing, etc. New dimensions have 

been added to the functioning of Gram Panchayats by entrusting the 

responsibilities to better utilize the idle rural labour force and to prove 

meaningful employment for the unemployed rural people through Mahatma 
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Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). The 

income of the Gram Panchayats chiefly comes through imposition of taxes, 

income from Gram Panchayat properties and Govt. Grant. 

Palli Sabhas and their Modus Operandi  

 The 73
rd

 Constitutional Amendment Act envisages Gram Sabha as the 

foundation of grassroot  democracy. In fact, the Grama Sabha or Palli Sabha 

is a lower tier of Panchayati Raj Institution. Odisha Gram Panchayat Act 

1964,Section 6 provides constitution of Palli Sabha.. Each Palli Sabha 

consists of all persons registered in electoral roll for Assembly Constituency. 

Palli Sabha meets annually every year and also meets at other time 

whenever it is required. The Ward Member of the Ward presides over the 

Palli Sabha. In his absence a President from among the members may be 

elected. Members present at Palli Sabha forms the quorum of the meeting 

and the proceedings of the meeting are recorded and authenticated by its 

President. The President in its annual meeting in the month of February 

gives its recommendations on the following issues to the Gram Panchayat 

concerned. 

a) Development works and programmes, schemes of Central and State 

Govt that may be taken up during the ensuing year are discussed. 

b) Discussion on annual budget estimate submitted by the Gram 

Panchayat  

c) The Palli Sabha approves the plan, programmes and projects 

exclusively meant for social and economic development before 

these  are taken up by the Gram Panchayat.  

d) It identifies and selects beneficiaries under the Poverty Alleviation 

Programme. 

e) It considers and approves the annual budget of Gram Panchayat. 

f) It considers levy of all taxes, rates and fees. 

g) It organises Community Service and monitors implementation of 

agricultural production plans etc. 

Jagatsingpur district comprises 194 Gram Panchayats which comprise 

1321 revenue villages. Attempts have been made to ensure Palli Sabha 

meetings regularly as per the fixed schedule and assure unanimity of 

decisions. Barring aside a few instances like disturbances arising from land 

acquisition for the purpose of establishment of Industries, no major setbacks 

have been reported in the district.   
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Election to Local Bodies   

 In 3-tier G.P. Election 194 Sarpanchs, 194 Naib Sarpanchs, 3357 Ward 

Members of G.Ps & 194 Panchayat Samiti Members, 8 Vice-Chair Persons 

of Panchayat Samiti, 26 Zilla Parishad Members, one President  and one 

Vice-President of Zilla Parishad have been elected during 2012 in this 

district. 

Dispute Settlement at the Local level through Elected Bodies 

 Civil disputes, Family disputes, Monetary disputes etc. are settled in 

G.P. level. 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER-XII 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE  

Historical Background of Education in the district 

The educational scenario of Jagatsinghpur District can not be better 

recapitulated without analyzing the same in erstwhile Cuttack District. This 

district was an integral part of the undivided Cuttack district that comprised 

Cuttack, Jajpur, Jagatsinghpur and Kendrapara. This district has its 

educational and historical background deeply rooted in the socio-cultural, 

politico-economic, geo-physical and demographic statistics of undivided 

Cuttack. 

The traditional educational Institution in ancient times in the country and 

in the district too was the Gurukul system of education. This Gurukula 

tradition of education spread over all the nooks and corners of the district. 

Sanskrit language was the main objective of study as it is the door-way to 

profound wisdom contained in the Vedas and Puranas. Later on the 

“Chatasalis” became the centres of primary education where the teachers 

were called “Abadhanas”. The system was unsystematic and traditional in 

nature. The pupils were taught alphabets, and repeated the multiplication 

tables called “Panikias”- the rudiments of mathematics – addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division – the fourfold basic skills were the 

objectives. The pupils used to write on palm leaves with an iron stylus. 

Education however was limited to the higher caste boys only. Pothis or 

Palmleaf manuscripts containing Puranic texts were the monopoly of 

Bramhins. Education was not given higher importance in socio-economic life 

of the people. Only for administrative purpose a little formal learning was 

enough. By the end of 18
th
 century there was a wide network of Pathasalas, 

Tols and Madrasas for the spread of education. However girls were deprived 

ofeducation due to social taboo.   

After independence a special financial allocation for primary schools 

facilitated primary education in the year 1961.Administration of primary 

schools was diverted from the Local Board to the District Inspector of 

Schools under Education Department. The educated people of the District 

participated in the process of expansion and improvement of academic 

ambience.  

Non-formal Education was introduced in the District during 1989-90 to 

check dropouts. Some other schemes like Operation Black Board and Total 

Literacy Campaign were introduced in the district. To achieve the goal of 

Universalisation of Primary Education, the District Primary Education Project 

(DPEP) was introduced. Similarly to achieve the goals of Universalisation of 
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Elementary Education, Sarva Sikshya Abhiyan Scheme was also introduced 

in the district during 2001.In order to support the above schemes attempts 

were made to establish Education Guarantee Scheme (EGS) Centre and 

Alternative and Innovative Education (AIE) Centre in the district where all 

children within the age group of 6 to 14 were required to be enrolled. 

Rastriya Madhyamik Sikshya Abhiyan (RMSA) was introduced in the 

District for Universalisation of Secondary Education. 

Initially during the year 1992-93 there were 1003 nos. of Primary 

Schools, 367 nos. of Middle Schools, 254 nos. of Secondary Schools, 34 

nos. of Colleges. The schooling facilities during the initial year of 

establishment of the District i.e. 1992-93 were as follows. 

Educational Institutions during 1992-93 

 

Category of 
Institutions 

Number 
No. of Students 

Boys Girls Total SC ST 

Primary School 1003 80535 66027 146562 35309 456 

No. of Middle 
Schools 

367 22987 16469 39456 6749 87 

No. of Secondary 
Schools 

254 27263 19517 46780 7193 78 

No. of Colleges 34 12902 8031 20933 2590 41 

  

By 2011 Census the Educational System in the District showed a 

positive improvement. Introduction of Sarva Sikshya Abhiyan Scheme and 

Rashtriya Madhyamik Sikshya Abhiyan Scheme gave a new impetus to the 

growth of the Elementary and Secondary Education System of the District. 

The population figure of the District was enhanced to 11.36 lakhs whereas 

the percentage of SC & ST populations remained 21.8% and 0.7%. The 

literacy rate was also enhanced to 86.6 with male literacy 92.4 and female 

literacy 80.6. The Education System of the District by 2011 was as follows. 

Educational Institutions in 2011 
Types of Institutions Numbers in 2011 

Primary School 983 
No. of Middle Schools 586 
No. of Secondary Schools 281 
No. of Colleges 37 

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 

came into force for providing free and compulsory education to all the 

children of the age group of six to fourteen years. This Act is shortly known 

as “Right to Education Act”. Government of Odisha have framed the rules of 
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Right to Education Act vide notification no. 17291/SME, Dated 27.09.2010 

and the Act came into force after publication in the Odisha Gazette. 

Growth of population of SCs and STs 

Caste Male Female Total % age 

 Population (1991 Census)  

Scheduled Caste 111843 108472 220315 21.7 

Scheduled Tribe 3235 2997 6232 0.61 

 Population (2001 Census)  

Scheduled Caste 113088 109546 222634 21.1 

Scheduled Tribe 4605 4035 8640 0.81 

 Population (2011 Census)  

Scheduled Caste 125184 122968 248152 21.8 

Scheduled Tribe 4226 3636 7862 0.70 

 

From a rigorous analysis of the data above, it is observed that between 

1991 & 2001 & 2011, the ST population has increased to some extent in 

2001 but it again decreased by 2011. However, the SC population has 

perhaps remained stagnant with a slight rise or fall in between. Of course 

there has been a significant growth in the number of males and females 

between 1991 and 2011. 

Schooling Facilities 

Govt. Schools and Enrolment 2011-2015 

 

Year 

Types of Schools Enrolment 

Primary 
Schools 

Upper 
Primary  

Secondary 
Primary 
Schools 

Upper 
Primary  

Secondary 

2010-11 982 581 312 105530 59918 39564 

2011-12 982 589 312 95128 56396 39438 

2012-13 980 598 314 89685 56191 37982 

2013-14 994 601 314 88672 55579 35372 

2014-15 999 623 314 88071 54146 36670 
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Student Strength (Primary and Upper Primary) 

 

Year 

Primary Upper Primary 

Boys Girls Total SC ST Boys Girls Total SC ST 

2010-
11 

55044 50486 105530 26235 2534 30853 29065 59918 14646 1184 

2011-
12 

49402 45726 95128 24085 2712 29163 27233 56396 13953 1111 

2012-
13 

46561 43124 89685 23172 2068 28841 27350 56191 14787 930 

2013-
14 

45751 42921 88672 22869 1931 28711 26868 55579 14708 887 

2014-
15 

45597 42474 88071 22348 2094 27752 26394 54146 13961 988 

Student Strength (Secondary) 

 

Year 
Secondary 

Boys Girls Total SC ST 

2010-11 19745 19819 39564 8579 814 

2011-12 19557 19881 39438 8906 446 

2012-13 19137 18845 37982 9120 481 

2013-14 17907 17465 35372 8628 362 

2014-15 18736 17934 36670 8977 408 

 

Trends in Growth of General Schools 

The Jagatsinghpur District became a new district in April, 1993. Since 

the revenue district is not coterminous with education district 19 general 

schools of Gram Panchayats of Cuttack Revenue District are functioning 

under the Educational Administrative Control of Jagatsinghpur District. In 

other words the growth of general schooling facilities of Jagatsinghpur 

District is spreading over 194 number of Gram Panchayats of Jagatsinghpur 

District and 19 number of Gram Panchayats of Cuttack Revenue District. 

During the year 2014-15, a total number of 1936 schools are identified in 

Jagatsinghpur District out of which 1531 are Govt. managed schools, 181 

are grant-in-Aid Schools and the rest 224 are other types of schools. In 

addition to the schools of Education Department, three schools are 

functioning under ST & SC development department. One Central School 

under CBSE System is located at Paradeep Municipality. A Jawahar 

Navodaya Vidyalaya was established in the District in 2006 at Rahama of 
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Kujang Block. A general trend of establishment of Schools in Jagatsinghpur 

District since 19
th
 Century are as follows. 

 

Growth of Educational Institutions since Pre-Independence 

 
Year of 

Establishment 
Total no. of 

schools 
(as per 
present 
status) 

Primary 
School 
(as per 
present 
status) 

Upper 
Primary 
School 
(as per 
present 
status) 

Secondary 
School 
(as per 
present 
status) 

Before 1900 AD 23 13 08 02 

1900 to 1947 i.e., 
upto independence 

330 188 125 17 

After 1947  1583 798 490 295 

Total 1936 999 623 314 

One secondary school i.e., Sarada Academy, Kanakpur near Jhankad 

of Sarala Temple is one of the oldest Secondary Schools in the District. 

Other secondary schools started functioning in the District which facilitated 

the school education system. Banabihari High School, Kujang and Ananta 

Sanskrit Tol of Kujang Block were established during early 20
th
 Century in 

the District. 

The result of Annual H.S.C. Examination pertaining to last seven years 

is state below 

Analysis of Results of HSC Examination 

 
Year No. of 

students 
appeared  

No. of Students Passed Total % of 
Pass 1

st
 2

nd
 3

rd
 Single 

subject 
2008-09 13932 1769 3620 4635 0 10024 72.14 
2009-10 14937 2469 4298 4938 0 11705 78.59 
2010-11 15733 1642 2420 5059 0 9121 58.93 
2011-12 15833 - - - - 10954 69.18 
2012-13 17573 3143 4092 5987 08 13230 76.06 
2013-14 16905 - - - - 12714 76.26 
2014-15 16701 - - - - 13815 84.09 

Scholarships 

For the year 2014-15, 97 students of different schools were awarded 

National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship (NMMS). 

For the year 2015-16 two students one from C.R.K. High School, 

Dihasahi and the other from D.A.V. High School, Paradeep have qualified in 

NTS Examination – 2015-16. In the NMMS Examination – 2015-16, 153 

students are placed in the provisional merit list as provided by the Director, 

TE & SCERT. 
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Pathani Samanta Mathematics Talent Scholarship (PSMTS) 

For the year 2014-15, the PSMTS examination conducted by B.S.E. 

(O), a total of 93 students were selected in which 54 students are from 

Stage-I and 39 students are from Stage-II. 

Incentive to Girls (NSIGSE) 

In the scheme National Scheme of Incentive to Girls for Secondary 

Education (NSIGSE) is a scheme to award an amount of Rs.3000/- one 

time, to all the girls students belonging to SC&ST category reading in Class-

IX of all Secondary Schools. For the year 2014-15 a total of 1646 students 

benefited in the said scheme. 

Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) 

The scheme is governed by Department of Science & Technology, 

Govt. of India. In this scheme one student from each school (from Class-VI 

to Class-X) will receive an award amount of Rs.5000/- which will be spent in 

developing an innovative science project with the help of the guide teacher 

of the school and the project will be displayed in the DLEPC. As per the 

latest status 717 students of different schools of this district have been 

selected to get this award. 

Bicycle Scheme 

This scheme is implemented in the State Government with an aim to 

achieve 100% retention till the completion secondary study. Last year 15183 

students reading in Class-X of Govt. / Govt. Aided / High Schools were 

benefited in this scheme. 

For the current year 2015-16, an amount of Rs.3,83,73,400/- @ 

Rs.2600/- each was e-transferred to the accounts of 14759 students of 

Class-X of 274 High Schools (Govt. / Govt. Aided / Block Grant / Aided Tols) 

as on 14.08.2015. 

As per the Letter No.44300 dtd.22.12.2015 of the Director, Secondary 

Education during the year 2016-17 all the students of Class-IX and X will be 

benefited from Chief Minister‟s Bicycle Distribution Programme as the benefit 

will be shifted to Class-IX from the coming year, all the Headmasters of 

Govt. & Govt. Aided High Schools/Sanskrit Tols of this district are intimated 

to complete the opening of bank accounts of all students now reading in 

Class-VIII and IX vide this Memo No.957 dtd.16.01.2016. Also the Manager, 

UCO Bank, Jagatsinghpur, the lead bank of the district is requested to 

extend his sincere cooperation in communicating to all banks of the district 

for opening of the bank accounts of the beneficiaries expeditiously. 
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District Project Management Unit (DPMU) 

Mid-Day Meal Programme, (MDM), Jagatsinghpur 

Mid-Day Meal – National Context 

National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education, 

commonly known as the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS), was launched in 

August, 1995. 

On 28 November, 2001, the Supreme Court directed state governments 

to introduce cooked mid-day meals in all government and government aided 

primary schools within six months. This landmark order was one of the first 

achievements of the Right to Food Campaign. 

In September, 2004 the scheme was revised to provide Cooked Mid-Day 

Meal with 300 calories and 8-12 grams of protein to all children studying in 

Class-I-V in Government and Aided Schools and EGS/AIE centres. 

Mid-Day Meal – Odisha Context 

a) Mid-Day Meal started in the tribal Blocks of Odisha in 1970. 

b) In 1990-91 the programme was implemented with state 

resources with international assistance. 

c) On 15
th
 August, 1995 Odisha was also covered under National 

Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education, when 

cooked Mid-Day Meal was served to Primary School children of 

all Govt. and Govt. Aided Schools. 

d) On 12
th
 August, 2011 MDM was transferred from W&CD 

Department to S&ME Department. 

e) Vision 

f) No child shall go without education because of food. 

g) Mission 

h) Uninterrupted quality MDM on all school working days (No 

classroom hunger) 

i) Objectives 

j) Nutrition for Education 

k) Food Security in School Campus 

l) Gender Equity 

m) Social Parity 

n) Inclusive Dining 

World Education Form (WEF), 2000 Says 

 “Malnourished children or children with poor health often have more 

limited capacity to pay attention in school and perform poorer as a result, 
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have higher than average absenteeism rates, often fall behind at school, and 

ultimately may be at greater risk of dropping out of school”. 

Medical (Nursing and Pharmacy Training Institutions) and Engineering 

Education Facilities 

The present statistics reveals that there are six Nursing schools and 

one pharmacy college in Jagatsinghpur district. The names, locations, date 

of establishment and enrolment status of these institutions are as follows: 

Nursing, Training Schools & Pharmacy College 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
Institution 

Year of 
Establish- 

ment 

Location Enrolment Affiliation status 

1 Kasturba 
Gandhi 
ANM/HW (F) 

2003 Churchika Bazar, 
Jagatsinghpur 

20 Recognized 

2 Shaktirup 
School of 
Nurshing 

2006 College Chhak, 
Gopal Sagar, 
Jagatsinghpur 

20 Affiliated to 
ONC, 
Bhubaneswar 
INC, N. Delhi 

3 Mahima Seba 
School of 
Nurshing 

2010 Paradeep 30 Affiliated 

4 Zenesis ANM 
Training School 

2010 Hazipur, 
Jagatsinghpur 

30 -do- 

5 Mahima School 
of Nursing  
GNM 
ANM 
 

 
 

2010 
2013 

College Square, 
Jagatsinghpur 

30 -do- 

6 Narayani School 
of Nursing 

2008 Gandhi Chhak, 
Jagatsinghpur 

50 Affiliated 

7. Paradeep 
Pharmacy 
College 

2011 Paradeep - - 

District statistics in the field of Education reveals that both in qualitative 

and quantitative point of view Jagatsinghpur is one of the premier districts in 

Odisha. In the field of Vocational Education it has not been far behind. 

Besides a huge number of Technical Institutions like I.T.Is some medical 

institutions like schools of Nursing and Pharmacy college have been opened 

and these are in developing stage. Since Vocational Education is the need 

of the present day society much stress has been given in opening such 

institutions to eradicate unemployment problems to some extent. 

Industrial Training Institutes (I.T.I.) 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Industrial 
Training Institute (ITI) 

Address 
No. of 
Trade 

Seats Trainees 

1 
Devi Private ITI 
 

Malikapur,R and B Chhak  
(in front of Coir Board) 

1 42 21 

2 DIET ITC Arilo, Kadupada,Balikuda 1 84 40 

3 
DRIET Centre for Industrial 
Training 

At/Po Sekhpatana 
 

7 949 282 
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4 
Gunanidhi Research 
Education and Technology 

At-Mundalo,PO-Alanahat,Dist-
Jagatsinghpur 
 

1 42 20 

5 
Institute of Technology 
Information & Training 

AT/PO Taropada 
 

4 215 64 

6 
Maa Sarala Industrial 
Training Centre 
 

At/Po-Erasama, Ps-Erasama, 
Dist-Jagatsinghpur PIN-754139 

2 168 48 

7 
Madan Mohan Industrial 
Training Centre 

At/P.O-Mangarajpur P.S-Kujang 5 598 188 

8 Mahamaya ITC Mahakaleshwar Po:- Palli 1 84 0 
9 Makardhwaj ITC At-Oranal,Po-Nimol 2 168 62 

10 
Manorama Instt. of 
Education & Tech. ITC 

AT/PO College Square 
 

1 52 0 

11 
Orissa Institute of Industrial 
Technology 

AT-Nuagarh PO-Paradeeplock 
PS-paradeeplock 

2 252 82 

12 
Orissa State Industrail 
Training Centre 

At-Gokulpur PO Tarpur main 
Road Raghunathpur 

3 319 48 

13 
paradeep institute of 
industrial technology, 
Paradeepgarh. 

Plot No.894,Paradeepgarh 
 
 

2 294 146 

14 
Paradip ITC 
 

Industrial Estate Brundaban 
Colony 

6 561 84 

15 
Rambaba Industrial Training 
Centre 
 

At - Jagannathpur ,  
Po- Raghunathpur,  
Dist - Jagatsinghpur 

3 388 51 

16 
Sanket Industrail Training 
Centre 

AT/PO Purna Odapada Via 
Raghunathpur 

6 776 116 

17 Shaktirupa ITC AT. Kantaballavpur, 2 94 0 
18 Tirtol ITC AT-Tirtol 2 94 8 

19 
Unopos Industrial Training 
Centre 

AT/PO-TIRTOL,P.S-TIRTOL 
 

2 420 96 

20 Vanu Prava ITC AT & PO Anakhia 2 357 34 

21 
Zenesys Institute of 
Technology ITC 

AT/PO Hazipur 2 168 25 

Some of them are sponsored by Government and others are Private 

managed. 

University Education 

34 Junior Colleges and 18 Degree Colleges are existing in the District. 

Out of which 31 Junior Colleges and 15 degree colleges are located in rural 

areas to address 89.80% of people for higher education. There are six 

Junior Women‟s colleges and two Degree womens‟ colleges in the district. 

There are 12 Sanskrit colleges in the District which impart oriental education 

of Sanskrit language.  

Swami Vivekananda Memorial (S.V.M.) College, Jagatsinghpur is the 

premier institution. It runs with traditional courses, vocational courses and 

self financing courses. It is the only autonomous college of the District. 

Vocational courses are running at Balikuda College, Alaka Mahavidyalaya  

and B.C. College.  

The sanctioned students‟ strength in Junior colleges in Arts, Science 

and Commerce is 12429 and in Degree colleges 6012.   
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List of Junior Colleges in Jagatsinghpur District  

Sl. 
No 

Block / 
ULB Name 

College Name 
Distribution of Students seat 

Total Arts Science Comm 

1 Tirtol 
Adikabi Sarala Das (Junior) 
College, Tirtol 

576 256 192 128 

2 Biridi 
Alaka (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Anantabata 

448 256 128 64 

3 Biridi 
Baisi Mouza (Junior) College, 
Purana 

192 128 64 - 

4 Balikuda 
Balikuda (Junior) College, 
Balikuda 
 

512 256 128 128 

5 Balikuda 
Balikuda Women's (Junior) 
College, Balikuda 

192 192 - - 

6 Balikuda 
Basudev Mahapatra Smaraki 
(Junior) Mahavidyalaya, 
Talagaon 

64 64 - - 

7 Tirtol 
Baya Abadhuta (Junior) 
College, Kanimul 

320 192 128 - 

8 
Raghunath
pur 

Bhagabati Women's (Junior) 
College, Manijanga 
 

128 128 - - 

9 
Jagatsingh
pur 

Biju Patnaik (Junior) College, 
Ashrampatna 

256 128 64 64 

10 Erasama 
Brundaban Bihari (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Goda 

128 128 - - 

11 
Raghunath
pur 

Brundaban Chandra (Junior) 
College, Redhua 

320 256 64 - 

12 
Raghunath
pur 

Chitrotpala (Junior) College 
of Education & Technology, 
Utarkul 

256 256 - - 

13 Biridi 
Dhyan Chand (Junior) 
College, Hazipur 

128 128 - - 

14 
Jagatsingh
pur 

Gadibrahma Mahila 
Mahavidyalaya, Kaduapada 

448 256 128 64 

15 Erasama 
Grameswar (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Panchapali 

64 64 - - 

16 Kujang 
H.K. Academy of Science & 
Technology, Hasina, Kujang 

64 - 64 - 

17 Balikuda 
Harispur Baldev (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Borikina 

384 256 - 128 

18 Kujang 
Kamala Devi (Junior) 
Women's College, Pankapal 

192 192 - - 

19 Kujang 
Kujanga (Junior) College, 
Kujanga 

448 256 128 64 

20 Naugaon 
Maa Kutam Chandi (Junior) 
College, Devidol 

256 192 - 64 

21 
Raghunath
pur 

Naba Choudhury (Junior) 
Institute of Education & 
Vocational Studies, 
Tarikunda 

192 192 - - 

22 Kujang 
Narayan Birabar Samanta 
(Junior) Mahavidyalaya, 
Jhimani 

192 128 - 64 

23 Kujang 
Panchayat Mahila (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Balia 

128 128 - - 

24 
Paradeep 
(MPL) 

Paradeep (Junior) College, 
Paradeep 
 

448 256 128 64 

25 Kujang Sarala (Junior) 640 256 256 128 
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Mahavidyalaya, Rahama 

26 Tirtol 
Shree Maa Mahila (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Kollar 

128 128 - - 

27 
Jagatsingh
pur 

Sidha Baranga (Junior) 
College of Education & 
Technology, Punanga 

320 192 64 64 

28 Naugaon 
Sri Jagannath (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Naugaonhat 

384 256 128 - 

29 Erasama 
Sri Sri Jagannath (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, 
Krushnachandrapur 

448 256 128 64 

30 Naugaon 
Sri Sri Moula Bhanja (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Gangada 

192 128 - 64 

31 
Jagatsingh
pur (MPL) 

Swagatika College of Science 
and Education, Jagatsinghpur 

128 - 128 - 

32 
Raghunath
pur 

Swami Arupananda (Junior) 
College of Education & 
Technology, Kurtanga 

448 256 128 64 

33 
Jagatsingh
pur (MPL) 

Swami Vivekananda 
Memorial (Junior) College, 
Jagatsinghpur 

1024 384 384 256 

34 Tirtol 
Utkal Bharati (Junior) 
Mahavidyalaya, Mahilo 

240 128 64 48 

 

 

List of Degree Colleges in the District (Govt. / Private) 

 
Sl. 
No 

Block /ULB 
Name 

College Name Distribution of Students seat 
Total Arts Physic

al 
Scienc

e 

Biologica
l Science 

Comm 

1 
Jagatsinghpur 
(MNP) 

Swami Vivekananda 
Memorial 
(Autonomous) 
College, 
Jagatsinghpur 

768 256 128 128 256 

2 Balikuda 
Balikuda (Degree) 
College, Balikuda 

544 256 160 64 64 

3 
Paradeep 
(MNP) 

Paradeep (Degree) 
College, Paradeep 

448 256 64 64 64 

4 Kujang 
Sarala (Degree) 
Mahavidyalaya, 
Rahama 

432 256 64 48 64 

5 Tirtol 

Adikabi Sarala Das 
(Degree) College, 
Tirtol 
 

320 128 96 32 64 

6 Jagatsinghpur 
Gadibrahma Women's 
(Degree) College, 
Kaduapada 

320 256 32 32 - 

7 Naugaon 

Sri Jagannath 
(Degree) 
Mahavidyalaya, 
Naugaonhat 

320 256 32 32 - 

8 Biridi 
Alaka (Degree) 
Mahavidyalaya, 
Anantabata 

288 192 64 32 - 

9 Erasama 

Sri Sri Jagannath 
(Degree) 
Mahavidyalaya, 
Krushnachandrapur 

256 192 - - 64 

10 Jagatsinghpur Ashrampatna (Degree) 224 128 16 16 64 
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College, Ashrampatna 

11 Kujang 
Kujanga (Degree) 
College, Kujanga 

192 128 32 32 - 

12 Balikuda 
Balikuda Women's 
(Degree) College, 
Balikuda 

128 128 - - - 

13 Tirtol 
Baya Abadhuta 
(Degree) College, 
Kanimul 

128 128 - - - 

14 Raghunathpur 
Brundaban Chandra 
(Degree) College, 
Redhua 

128 128 - - - 

15 Jagatsinghpur 

Sidha Baranga 
(Degree) College of 
Education & 
Technology, Punanga 

128 128 - - - 

16 Raghunathpur 

Swami Arupananda 
(Degree) College of 
Education & 
Technology, Kurtanga 

128 128 - - - 

17 Biridi 
Baisi Mouza (Degree) 
College, Purana 

64 64 - - - 

18 Raghunathpur 

Nabakrushna 
Choudhury (Degree) 
Institute of Education, 
Tarikund 

64 64 - - - 

 

Oriental Schools System 

Sanskrit Schools 

The Tols had been set up generally in the Brahmin dominated areas 

and the poor Brahmin students went there to learn Sanskrit language. The 

Tols are in the image of ancient Gurukul where the disciples qualify 

themselves as teachers of Sanskrit. Sanskrit is given more emphasis by 

which the learners become able to recite mantras and worship god. Now, 

besides Sanskrit language other subjects are being taught to the learners to 

enable them to be respectable citizens. Most of the students from these 

institutions after completing their course acquire CT and B.Ed qualification 

and are employed as regular teachers in schools. 

 The details of twelve numbers of Tols (Sanskrit pathasala) are as 

follows: 

Sl. 
No 

Block Name of the Sanskrit Tols Year 
of 

Estd. 

Students Strength 

UP Secondary Total 

1 BALIKUDA NARAYANI TOL, HAJIPUR 1926 9 16 25 

2 ERASAMA 
KARUNAKAR SANSKRIT 
BIDYALAYA 

1990 32 30 62 

3 ERASAMA 
JOGI MAHAPURUSA 
SANSKRIT TOL, PALLI 

1975 29 21 50 

4 
JAGATSINGHP
UR 

ANANT SANSKRIT TOL & 
VIDYAPITHA 

1908 0 28 28 

5 KUJANG SEKHERESWAR TOL 1926 27 45 72 

6 KUJANG BIJAYA CHAND TOL, 1936 29 0 29 
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SAMAGOL 

7 KUJANG 
MADANMOHAN TOL, 
MALLASAHI 

1927 15 40 55 

8 NAUGAON 
BISWANATH SANSKRIT 
VIDYALAYA 

1942 8 44 52 

9 TIRTOL 
CHARCHIKA SANSKRIT 
VIDYAPITHA, KIRT 

1955 11 0 11 

10 TIRTOL 
LAXMI NURSINGH 
SANSKRIT TOLL 

1921 13 39 52 

11 TIRTOL 
DANDAMALA SADHU 
GOSWAMI SANSKRIT 
SANSTHAN 

1988 20 0 20 

12 TIRTOL 
ANANTA GADIBANA 
SANSKRIT VIDYAPITHA 

1983 36 41 77 

TOTAL 229 304 533 

 

Madrasa 

In this district some Muslim dominated areas in the district are in 

Jagatsinghpur, Balikuda, Tirtol, Biridi and Raghunathpur Blocks and as a 

result, some Madrasas have come up to impart education to Muslim children 

in that area. The details of Madrasas which have come up to impart 

education in the district are as follows: 

 

List of Madrasas 

 
Sl. 
No 

Block Name of the Madrasas Year 
of 

Estd. 

Students Strength 
Primary UP Tot

al 

1 
BALIKUDA MADRASA GOUSIA, 

BALIKUDA 
1995 10 0 10 

2 BALIKUDA MADRASA NASIMIA 1984 75 0 75 

3 
BIRIDI MADRASA FAIZUR 

RASUL 
1994 80 0 80 

4 
JAGATSINGHPUR MADRASA ISLAMIA 

DINIA KASHIFUL 
ULOOM 

1955 37 21 58 

5 
RAGHUNATHPUR MADRASA RIYAZUL 

ULOOM NAWADA 
1981 8 0 8 

6 
RAGHUNATHPUR MADRASA MARKAZUL 

OLOOM-O-FONOO 
1982 22 0 22 

7 
TIRTOL MADRASA 

DARULULUM, BIRTOL 
1985 89 0 89 

8 TIRTOL MADRASA, IBRISINGH  1990 27 0 27 
9 TIRTOL MADRASA FURQUNIA 1950 107 20 127 

10 
TIRTOL MADRASA 

MAQUBULIA 
1970 80 16 96 

11 TIRTOL MADRASA QUADRIYA 1982 125 0 125 
12 TIRTOL MADRASA QURANIA 1982 40 0 40 

13 
TIRTOL MADRASA DARUL 

ULUM,JHANKAD 
1995 63 0 63 

14 
JAGATSINGHPUR 
MPLT 

MADRASA ISLAMIA 
SUNAMUHI 

1973 42 11 53 
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15 
CUTTACK PART 
(EXTRA BLOCK) 

MADRASA ISLAMIA 
HANIFIA 

1980 51 0 51 

16 
CUTTACK PART 
(EXTRA BLOCK) 

MADRASA ANWAR 
OOLUM 

1978 41 0 41 

TOTAL 897 68 965 

 

Most of the Muslims are orthodox and they hesitate to send their 

children especially girl children to general schools. Madrasas are generally 

situated near the Masjid. Muslim children learn Urdu and Parsi in Madrasa 

schools. Some Madrasas in Muslim localities help develop not only the 

academic skills of students but also develop their economic conditions. The 

students are also made aware of the glorious heritage of Islamic culture. 

Cultural and Literary Profile of the District 

The district of Jagatsinghpur is peopled with a plethora of artists, 

musicians, writers of eminence, masters of folk extravaganza, scientists, 

doctors, engineers, political leaders, rationalists, philanthropists, social 

activists, adept administrators and spiritual personalities etc. 

The all-embracing cultural profile of Jagatsinghpur has in it shreds of 

age-old tradition alongwith modern nuances consequent upon the impact of 

globalistion as would be noticed from various performances of ghoda nacha 

(mimic wooden horse dance),ghata patua nrutya (a dancer-devotee clad in 

traditional costume carrying a sacred earthen pot on his head), beta patua, 

kalika nrutya (imitating a vigorous dance form of goddess Kalika), 

Satyapeera Pala (a combination of the Hindu and Muslim form of worship), 

Dasakathia, Laudi O’gala (mainly performed by milkmen with manoeuvrable 

sticks in honour of Lord Krushna of Brundavana), Kandhei nacha (puppet 

show), Sakhinata, Kelakeluni nrutya, blowing of Kendera (a stringed 

instrument) and Rahasa or Rasa Leela etc. 

It may be mentioned here that there are as many as 135  

Matha-s or monasteries in the district of which a major number of matha-s 

exercise tremendous influence on the laity and elite as well. Government-

sponsored cultural programmes are acting as a moral booster for the revival 

and growth of all indigenous cultural outfits. 

Those who fought for the country‟s freedom and underwent enormous 

suffering and made tremendous sacrifice are now mostly non-existent, yet 

their undying influence is still reminisced and invoked by the younger 

generation. Their cardinal virtues like honesty, integrity, endurance and 

patriotism are still cherished. Nobody would forget the sacrifice and 

contributions of Gopabandhu Chaudhuri (1895-1957) of Kherasa and his 

wife Rama Devi (1899-1985), Narayana Birabara Samanta of Kujanga, 
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Bhagirathi Mahapatra and his wife Sarala Devi (1904-86), Manamohan 

Chaudhury (1915-2003), Nabakrushna Chaudhury (1901-84) and his wife 

Malati Devi, Annapurna Maharana, Jatiyakavi Birakishore Das, Gobinda 

Chandra Mohanty, Pranakrushna Padhihari, Gouranga Charan Das and a lot 

others who transformed the entire area of Jagatsinghpur to a veritable arena 

of peaceful battle against the alien rule during the freedom struggle. 

The emergence of the peasant saint-poet Saraladasa at Jhankada in 

Jagatsinghpur district in the mid 15
th
 century during the reign of Suryavamsi 

King Kapilendra Deva in Odisha is indeed historic. Sarala‟s magnum opus, 

the voluminous and episodic Odia Mahabharat is a picture gallery of Odia 

social life. It was he who could for the first time exhibit the force and richness 

of Odia language spoken by millions which later became a linguistic and 

literary beacon for crowning Odia language with the honour of a distinctive 

classical language among all other Aryan languages. 

Half a century after, there in the soil of Jagatsinghpur (in the village 

Nailo, Adhanga), appeared a mystic poet, Jasobantadasa by name, said to 

be one of the core companions of the legendary Pancha Sakha, whose 

famous poetic work,Gobindachandra bequeathed a powerful esoteric impact 

on the people of Jagatsinghpur and of whole Odisha as well. 

In the literary repertoire of the district of Jagatsinhpur we see a galaxy 

of luminaries who excelled in various literary fields in the past.Some of them 

deserve mention. 

Playwright / composers of playlets, one-act-plays/Jatras/Operas etc. 

Balakrushna Mohanty (1900-58), Ramachandra Swain (b.1906), 

Dayanidhi Swain (1906-03), Gopal Chhotray (b.1988), Manoranjan Das 

(b.,1921), Kamala lochan Mohanty (1921-91), Bira Kishore Ray (1910-1994), 

Subodh Pattnaik (b.1947) 

Novelists / Short Story Writers 

Satyananda Behura, Kamalakanta Dash (1906-82), Surendranath 

Satpathy (b.1932), Dr. Bibhuti Patnaik (b.1937) Sahitya Akademi awardee), 

Dr. Prativa Ray (b.1943, winner of Jnanpith & Sahitya Akademi awards), 

Bama Charan Mitra (b.1915) Chandrasekhar Nanda, Prasanna Kumar 

Mahapatra (1937), Paramananda Adhikari (1933-2004), Padmaj Pal 

(b.1947), Sulochana Das (b.1949), Bishnu Sahoo (b.1956), Arabinda Ray 

(1964), Paramita Satpathy (b.1965) and others. 

Celebrated Poets / Lyricists 

Nirmala Devi (b.1906), Banshidhara Mahanty (1898-1969) Hemalata 

Mansinha (1919-2004), Rajanikanta Das (b.1917), Tulasi Das (b.1932), 
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Rabindranath Singh (b.1932), Pramod Kumar Mohanty (Sahitya Akademi 

awardee), Haraprasad Das (Sahitya Akademi awardee), Dr. Pratibha 

Satpathy (Sahitya Akademi awardee), Devdas Chhotray (Sahitya Academy 

awardee), Kshirod Chandra Potal, Ranjita Nayak (b.1955), Girija Baliarsingh 

(b.1954), Pitambara Tarai (b.1960) and others. 

Writers of Childrens Literature 

Udayanath Sarangi (b.1915), Binod Kanungo (1892-1990), Maheswara 

Mohanty (b.1939), Jyotirmayee Mohanty, Manamohan Choudhury and 

others. 

Composers of Pala text / Kavyas 

Bhramarabara Ray (1897-1977), Jagannath Behera, Arjun Charan 

Dash, Nisakara Sahoo, Dhruba Charan Satpathy. 

Writers of Critical Essays/Miscellaneous Writings (both in Science and 

Humanities stream) 

(Padmabhushan)  Dr.   Prana   Krushna   Parija  (1891-1978), Dr. 

Banshidhar Parija, Dr. Bidyadhara Mishra, Dr. Kissan Kanungo, Nrusingha 

Charan Kanungo (b.1896), Sri Ram Chandra Dash (1918-94), Dr. 

Suryakanta Dash (1920), Balaram Mohanty (1918-98), Dr. Basanta Kumar 

Behera (1922), Chittaranjana Das (1923-2011), Banshidhara Mohanty 

(1924-90), Hrudananda Ray, Nrusingha Charan Sahoo, Dr. Saraswati 

Swain, Dr. Nityananda Satapathy (1937),  Dr. Bimalendu Mohanty, Dr. 

Bholanath Raut, Dr. Rabindra Kumar Praharaj and Pravakar Swain 

(awardees of Sahitya Akademi). 

In the domain of sports the name of Debashis Mohanty also figures. 

The literary scenario in the post-independence period is spectacular in 

the district. Young writers with immense creative output are a great asset to 

the district. Many of them are recipients of literary awards at the Akademi 

and State level. 

Senior journalists like Basanta Das (also State Akademi Awardee), 

Sharada Prasad Nanda and promoters of Odia literature like Gangadhar 

Rath are worth-reckoning. 

Jagatsinghpur district is an abode of both traditional and vibrant culture. 

Varied festivals, religious observances, performance of Yatra, Pala, 

Daskathia, Ghodanacha, Ghatapatua are some of the distinctive features of 

the district. For its rich cultural heritage, the district is often referred to as the 

Cultural heart of Odisha.   
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Jashobanta Das one among the Panchasakha (Achyuta, Ananta, 

Balarama, and Jaganntatha) was born in village Nailo of Jagatsinghpur 

district. Gorekhanath temple as well as Sarala Temple are the most 

attractive places in Jagatsinghpur district. Other attractions of Jagatsinghpur 

district are the Jagannath Temples at Garoi (3 kms away from Machhagaon), 

Dhyanakud and at Paradeep. The district is unique & unparalleled for 

having theatre groups which keep the old tradition of live acting before the 

crowd. The groups have become the part of mainstream entertainment for 

the people all over Odisha. The temple of Lord Kunjabihari at Gadakujanga 

of Erasama Block is famous and popular among Odias since the Brahma of 

Lord Jagannath was preserved and worshipped here from 1568 to 1575 

after idols of Jagannath, Balabhadra & Subhadra were set to fire on banks of 

the Ganges by Kalapahada as per the account of Madala Panji. 

The festivals of Jagatsinghpur are optimizing the cultural ethos and 

heritage. The Kalinga Baliyatra, the Boitabandan Utsav at Paradeep and 

Chelitola awaken our glorious maritime invincibility of the remote past.  

 

*** 

 

 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jatra_(Odisha)
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CHAPTER-XIII 

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH  

Public Health and Medical Facilities in Early Times 

Prior to the British Rule, Jagatsinghpur was kept under „Marahata‟ 

administration followed by the Moghul. At that time health services were 

mainly delivered through Traditional Healers & Hakims.  

In the first decade of the 20
th
 century one District Board Dispensary 

was established (1905) which is considered a landmark in the evolution of 

Public Health Services in Jagatsinghpur. It started functioning in a thatched 

house located in the campus of the present day Police Station. The first 

doctor of the Dispensary was Dr Abinash Chandra Ghose who was a 

Licensed Medical Practitioner ( LMP). He was the only qualified person 

appointed by the District Board with a monthly salary of Rs 10/- to render 

health services to the people of the area.  

Subsequently one Pharmacist was appointed by the District Board in 

1949 with a monthly salary of Rs 4/-. The annual allotment of Rs 100/- was 

made available for the Dispensary to meet the cost of drugs & dressings 

including other contingency expenditures. The additional requirement of 

expenditure was met from public donations which indicates a strong 

evidence of community participation in delivering public health services. Till 

1910 there was no bed/indoor facility at the Dispensary. 

In 1910, the District Board constructed its own Dispensary Building 

where the present outdoor is functioning with provision of three beds.  

In 1930, one infectious ward became functional and the District Board 

made provision of four beds to accommodate cholera patients as the district 

was endemic for cholera. 

In 1931, a trained „Dhai‟ was posted for the first time to the Dispensary 

to assist the Doctor in treating female patients and to provide antenatal & 

postnatal care to the mothers in the adjoining villages through routine tour 

programme 

Following provisions were made for the first time in the Dispensary for 

strengthening the health care services. 

a) First notable operation (Hydrocele) was made by Dr Rama Chandra 

Mohapatra on 23.02.1930. 

b) In 1931 Microscope was provided for carrying out laboratory 

investigations. 

c) Post-mortem Centre was started in the year 1949. 
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d) In 1956 the Leprosy Pilot Project started functioning at 

Jagatsinghpur. 

e) One Leprosy Clinic was provided in 1983 which initially functioned 

for two days in a week. 

f) In 1965 one Anti T.B. Periphery Treatment Centre was established. 

g) For the first time one freeze was provided to the Dispensary in 1965. 

h) In 1966 the regular supply of electricity & water was confirmed. 

i) One Anti started. Rabies Clinic was opened in 1967. 

j) On 17.07.1967 facility for sterilization operation was initiated. 

The Dispensary marched ahead with increase in daily average OPD 

attendance to 50 in the year 1926. The financial allocation was gradually 

enhanced from Rs 100/- in the year 1905 to Rs 1500/- in 1956. 

In 1951 one MBBS doctor was posted for the first time to the 

Dispensary. The Dispensary was declared as Government Hospital with 

increase of bed strength from 3 to 6 on 01.12.1956. 

The administrative control of the hospital was transferred from Civil 

Surgeon to the Principal, SCB Medical College, Cuttack on 01.02.1958 in 

order to develop it as Rural Health Training Centre in accordance with the 

guidelines & requirement of Medical Council of India. Assistant Surgeons 

were posted to work in the hospital. 

The RHTC was established under the administrative control of S.P.M. 

Department of SCB Medical College Cuttack, in the Hospital Campus. The 

posts of Medical Officer (Health), Assistant Surgeon (Male), Lady Assistant 

Surgeon & other ancillary staff were created for smooth management of the 

training centre & hospital. The establishment was managed by MOH under 

the direct administrative control of the Principal, SCB Medical College, 

Cuttack. 

A charitable dispensary named Udaya Chand Dispensary was 

established at Kujanga in the year 1883.A new OPD building was 

constructed there in 2014. During the British period there were dispensaries 

at Raghunathpur, Manijanga, Balikuda and Erasama.  

After Jagatsinghpur got the status of Sub-Division in 1966, a Sub-

Divisional Medical Officer was posted. 

The ROME Scheme (Re-Orientation of Medical Education) was 

implemented in 1979 at RHTC with the objective of involving medical college 

in the community health problems. Under this scheme the post of Associate 

Professor, Assistant Professor in Community Medicine were created along 

with ancillary staff. The Associate Professor was delegated with the power to 
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act as Head of the Institution & office for all wings, that is, training, service, 

research, along with establishment & financial management. 

Previously 3 CHCs set up at Biridi, Mandasahi and Balikuda were 

under RHC, Jagatsinghpur. CHC Raghunathpur were under Regional Family 

Welfare Centre Cuttack. After the creation of new district in 1993, DHH was 

created, CDMO & wing officers were posted. Presently the DHH has 126 

beds. The construction of MCH ward &casualty is being taken up soon to 

render services to the people of the district  

The journey from a three-bedded Dispensary to a 100-bedded DHH is 

indeed a glorifying chapter in the annals of Public Health Services in the 

district. 

Common Diseases and Disease Vulnerability of the district 

Jagatsinghpur district has thickly rural population. The rural people 

commonly suffer from diarrheal diseases , dysentery particularly during early 

months of the monsoon. Skin diseases, Respiratory diseases are also 

common amongst the people. Snake bite is very common in the district, 

which is mostly treated at district Hospital & all CHCs of the district by Anti 

Snake Venum. Many cases of Dengue were detected in the district specially 

in Kujanga & Erasama block in the year 2014-15.    

RTI & STI cases are also common diseases in the district, which are 

treated free of cost in the STD clinic at DHH, Jagatsinghpur and all the 

CHCs. The People of Industrial area of Paradeep suffer from respiratory 

diseases like bronchitis & asthma. The storage of huge amount of chemicals 

in the industries of Paradip, which may cause disaster at any time. The 

district crisis management meeting was held at Paradip on 12.08.2015 under 

the chairmanship of Collector and DM at Paradip to review the situation of 

chemical disaster.  

National Leprosy Eradication Programme 

NLEP started in the district in 1955. Regular treatment of cases was on 

Dapsone Mono Therapy. Multi drug treatment for leprosy started in the year 

1987 in the district. At that time the prevalence rate was 120/10000 

population, with MDT & IEC activities and involvement of other sectors the 

prevalence rate has come down to 0.25 /10000 population at present.  

Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme 

RNTCP started in the district on 27.11.2003. So far 6069 cases have 

been detected and put on Directly Observed Treatments.At present 259 

cases are on DOTs. 2399 number of DOTs Provider are providing treatment 

to the patients. Out of all cases, 31 MDR cases have been detected and are 
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put on treatment. Four number of TB units are functioning in the district and 

11 number of Designated Microscopy Centres (DMC) are actively engaged 

in carrying out sputum examination in the district.  

Health Facilities and Health Care System – Allopathic,  Homoeopathic, 

Ayurvedic and other modes of Public and Private Health Care. 

 

Table – 13.1 

Health Facilities in the District 
District Headquarters Hospitals 1 
Community Health Centres (CHC) 9 
Post Partum Centres (PPC) 2 
Primary Health Centres New  PHC(N) 37 (2 non functional) 
No. of  Sectors 33 
No of Sub Center 189 (105 own building) 
Mobile Health Team (MHT) 16 
Accredited Medical Institution  
( for sterilization)  

3 

No of Ambulance  9 (DHH & CHCs) 

102 Janani Express 

8 (CHC Raghunathpur, CHC Erasama, 
CHC Balikuda, PHC(N) Borikina, 
Naugaon CHC, Mandasahi CHC, DHH, 
Jagatsinghpur, Manijaga CHC) 

108 Ambulance  

11    (Balikuda CHC, Biridi CHC, 
Manijanga CHC, Raghunathpur CHC, 
Naugaon CHC, Paradeep CHC, 
Mandasahi CHC, Kujanga CHC, 
Erasama CHC, District Headquarters 
Hospital, Tirtol) 

 

Sanctioned post of doctors (Allopathic): 121, in position 80,  (regular -

59+ Adhoc- 14+ contractual -8) 

Specialist services are available at DHH & CHCs 1020 no of 

Caesarean Section done at DHH and 307 No at Balikuda CHC during 2014-

15. 5 number of O&G Specialist & 4 number Pediatric Specialists are 

available in the district to give service to the mothers & children. 16 no of 

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) team are functioning & providing 

health care services to 0-18 years age group. Iron & Folic Acid 

supplementation programme is conducted in all the schools of the district. 

Functioning of NUHM has been initiated at Paradeep & Jagatsinghpur. 44 

AYUSH doctors have been posted in the 9 CHCs & 35 PHC(N)s. One Unani 

doctor is working at PHC(N) Krishannadpur. 

People are getting free medicine through “Niramaya” in the Drug 

distribution Center. Presently 3 DDC are functioning at DHH & DDC at 9 

CHCs will start soon. There are 10 numbers of Private Nursing Home in the 

district. 14 numbers of functional PNDT clinics are in the district.  
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Family Welfare Programme in the district 

The ADMO (FW) is the nodal officer for the Family Welfare Programme.  

There is one DPMU functioning in the office of the CDMO by National Health 

Mission. Various categories of Staff like, DPM, DAM, DDM, DMRCH, 

AMASHA, AE are working. There are also block level staff like BPM, BAM, 

BDM in the NHM. The Primary job of the Family Welfare wing is to 

implement and monitor the Family Welfare and Family Planning programme 

in the district.  Family Planning services are provided at DHH & all CHCs, 

PHC (N) s & SCs of the district through doctors, LHVs, ANMs and ASHAs. 

Laparoscopic sterilization service is also provided in the district. There are 

10 delivery points in the district. 102 ambulances are providing free transport 

service to the pregnant mother & child. Pregnant mothers also are getting 

benefits through JSSK scheme.  

District Quality Assurance Cell is functioning for better implementation 

of family planning activities in the district.   

Family planning services are provided such as sterilization operation, 

IUCD, Oral Pills, CC. Importance is given on Post partum IUCD. 1087 

number ASHA workers are working in the district. Mothers & children are 

getting services through 1377 number of VHND ( Mamata Diwas). ASHAs & 

Paramedical Staffs are regularly provided with capacity building trainings. 

Achievements are as follows 

Family Planning Services in the District 

ITEM 
2014-2015 2015-16 ( up to July - 2015) 

Annual 
Planned 

Achievement Percentage 
Annual 
Planned 

Achievement Percentage 

Sterilization 4792 1747 36 5299 370 7 
I.U.D. 
Insertion 

6124 3938 64 6358 1410 22 

C.C. Users 9889 2064 21 9956 978 10 
O.P. Users 5817 4415 76 5857 1648 28 
PPIUCD  373   68  

 

Maternity and Child Mortality 

Maternal & Child mortality rate are the indicator of the Health Services 

of the district: 

Comparison for two years data  

Maternal Mortality Ratio has been decreased 276 (2010-11) to 218 

(2012-13) as per Annual Health Survey (AHS) data  

Infant Mortality Rate has been decreased 56 (2010-11) to 48  

(2012-13) as per Annual Health Survey (AHS) data 
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Neonatal Mortality Rate has been decreased 32 (2010-11) to 27 (2012-

13) as per Annual Health Survey (AHS) data 

Under five Mortality Rate has been decreased 67 (2010-11) to 62 

(2012-13) as per Annual Health Survey (AHS) data 

ANNUAL HEALTH SURVEY DATA 

  
Jagatsinghpur Odisha 
2010-

11 
2011-12 2012-13 2010-11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

Infant Mortality Rate 56 51 48 62 59 56 
Neonatal Mortality Rate 32 30 27 40 39 37 
Under five Mortality Rate 67 64 62 82 79 75 
Maternal Mortality Ratio 
(Central Division) 

276 222 218 277 237 230 

In the year 2014-15 Maternal Mortality was 11. In the current year 

(2015-16 till July) 4, Maternal deaths are reviewed at the block & district 

level. Every month maternal death is also reviewed by the Collector & DM in 

the presence of the Health & ICDS officials.   

Year Wise Maternal Death & Infant Death 

Sl. 
No. 

Year Maternal Death 
Infant Death in the 

institution 
1 2012-13 6 172 
2 2013-14 8 123 
3 2014-15 11 140 

 

Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation  

 Few years ago the peoples were using dug well for drinking water. 

There were individual dug wells & common dug wells in the villages. Now the 

scenario has been changed, people are using tube wells for drinking water. 

Safe drinking water is being provided to the people through the RWSS. 

These tube wells & dug wells are being disinfected by the Health as well as 

by RWSS department. Safe drinking water also being provided to the 

villagers by pipe water supply system from RWSS department. So water-

born diseases are now reduced to a minimum.   

Name of the CHC Subcenter Village No of 
functional 
dug Well 

No of Tube Well 

Govt. Private Total 

Mandasahi 28 184 16755 205 970 1175 

Biridi 14 72 7973 94 651 745 

Raghunathpur 16 111 11029 201 847 1048 

Manijanga 26 231 12126 0 1840 1840 

Kujanga 33 159 6680 3011 0 3011 
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Erasama 24 207 8092 314 398 712 

Balikuda 31 229 16404 203 642 845 

Naugaon 14 102 8314 8 214 222 

Terminal Diseases and their Treatment  

Terminal disease is that which cannot be cured or adequately treated 

and often to results in the death of the patient within a short period of time. 

This term is more commonly used for progressive diseases such 

as cancer or advanced heart disease. The patient may properly be 

considered terminal, but no final word can be said that the patient will die 

within six months. Similarly, a patient with a slowly progressing disease, 

such as AIDS, may not be considered terminally ill because the best 

estimate of longevity in greater than six months. However this does not 

guarantee that the patient will not die unexpectedly early. In general, 

physicians slightly overestimate the survival time of terminally ill cancer 

patients, so that, for example, a person who is expected to live for about six 

weeks would likely die around four weeks 

By definition, there is no cure or adequate treatment for terminal 

illnesses. However, some kind of medical treatments may be appropriate 

anyway, such as treatment to reduce pain or facilitate easy breathing. 

Palliative care is normally offered to terminally ill patients, regardless of 

their overall disease management style, if it seems likely to help manage 

symptoms such as pain and improve quality of life. Hospice care, which can 

be provided at home or in a long-term care facility, additionally provides 

emotional and spiritual support for the patient and loved ones. 

Some alternative medicine approaches, such as relaxation therapy, 

massage and acupuncture may relieve some symptoms and other causes of 

suffering. 

In the district of Jagatsinghpur Specialist Medical Services and 

palliative medical treatment of end stage cancer are available at district 

Headquarters hospital such as administration of Intervenes fluid, Nasogastric 

feeding, Nebulization & administration of oxygen in case of respiratory 

distress. Painkillers are given to relieve pain. As SCB Medical College 

Hospital, Cuttack is nearer to the district of Jagatsinghpur the terminal 

patients of cancer and heart diseases prefer to go to higher center for 

treatment. Treatment of HIV/ AIDs patients are available in the district 

Headquarters Hospital, Jagatsinghpur through link ART Center. Free drugs 

are available (ART) for HIV patients. 230 numbers of HIV positive cases 

have been detected in the district and 37 have died so far. 

*** 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_disease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AIDS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palliative_care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alternative_medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acupuncture


 
 

230 
 

CHAPTER-XIV 

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 

Political Parties and Organizations, and Pressure Groups 

During the freedom movement the Indian National Congress Party was 

the only politic platform which voiced the aspirations of the people and the 

whole nation stood firm under its banner. There were no other political 

parties in Jagatsinghpur and congress was the route source of all political 

views. After the independence other political parties gradually surface and 

their presence was felt in Jagatsinghpur area.  

Congress: The Congress party i.e Indian National Congress was the 

first political organisation of this area. During the non-cooperation movement 

in 1920 political activities were organised in phased manner in this area 

under the leadership of Gopabandhu Choudhury,Bhagirathi Mahapatra, 

Prana Krushna Padhihari, Narayana Birabara Samanta, Poet Birakishore 

Das, Nabakrushna Chowdhuri and his wife Malati Devi, Sarala Devi, 

Annapurna Maharana and many others.. 

Socialist Party: Some political leaders were attracted towards social 

activities in Jagatsinghpur area and they played a vital role in later socialism 

movement. Nabakrishna Choudhury pioneered the socialist movement and 

set up the Tari Ashram in Tarikunda. Leaders like Malati Choudhury, 

Surendranath Dwibedi, Gouranga Charan Das, Gouragopal Das and 

Manmohan Choudhury joined the movement steered by Gopabandhu 

Choudhury. This socialistic group published a periodical Magazine “Sarathi” 

to create public opinion for the freedom movement of the country. In the year 

1934 the Congress Socialist Party was formed in all India level and 

Nabakrushna Choudhury was the member of the working committee of the 

party. One branch of the Congress Socialist Party was opened in Odisha 

which continued upto the Second World War.Both the socialist and 

communist supporters were under the congress socialist party but when 

India joined in the Second World War there was difference of opinion 

between the socialist and communist supporters. The socialists supports 

opined that the first aim was to ensure the Independence of India and then 

to participate in wars, but the communist supporters supported the British 

Government by the instruction of Soviet Russia for direct participation in the 

World War. The final consequence was the division of Congress Socialist 

Party.  

In Jagatsinghpur area the Praja Socialist party was led by the leaders 

like Nishamani Khuntia, Baikuntha Nath Mohanty, Kanduri Charan Mallick, 

Lokanath Ray, Priyanath De and Madhabananda Pal. In other hand, the 
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communist party was led by leaders like Lokanath Choudhury, Gobinda 

Chandra Mohanty and Prahallad Sethy and thus, a new political party C.P.I. 

came into existence in Jagatsinghpur area.  

In 1969 the Indian National congress found a division and Indira 

Congress came into existence. The organisation of Indian National Congress 

of Jagatsinghpur area also faced this division.  

The other political parties like Utkal Congress, Bharatiya Lok Dal, 

Janata Party, B.J.P. Janata Dal and Biju Janata Dal came into existence.  

Now political parties like Congress C.P.I., B.J.P., B.J.D., S.P. and 

B.S.P. are visible active in Jagatsinghpur district.  

General and Assembly Elections 

Odisha became a province in the year 1936. Just after one year after 

the declaration of Odisha as a province the election was held in the pre-

independence period in 1937 for the provincial Assembly. During the 

election in the pre-Independence period in 1936 and 1946 the seats in 

Odisha Assembly were sixty. At that time there was no special 

Jagatsinghpur constituency. Both Jagatsinghpur and Balikuda constituted a 

single constituency named “South Cuttack Sadar” and both Tirtol and 

Erasama were in a single constituency noted “East Cuttack Sadar”.  

After the independence of the country four Assembly Constituencies 

were constituted in Jagatsinghpur area. Those were Jagatsinghpur, 

Balikuda, Tirtol and Erasama. During the election in 1957 both 

Jagatsinghpur and Govindpur were declared as a dual member constituency 

out of these two, one seat was reserved and the other was general. The dual 

member constituency system was deleted in 1961 and Jagatsinghpur 

constituency became a general seat. Again Jagatsinghpur constituency 

became a reserved seat from 1967 till 2009 and Balikuda, Tirtol and 

Erasama constituencies were the general seats. In 2009 Jagatsinghpur 

assembly constituency became a general seat and Tirtol assembly 

constituency became a reserved seat. The names of other two assembly 

constituencies, i.e., Balikuda and Erasma were reserved and became known 

as Balikuda-Erasama Constituency and Paradeep Constituency from 2009. 

Till 1977 Jagatsinghpur was not a parliamentary constituency. In 1977 

the number of parliamentary constituencies of Odisha were enhanced to 21 

in place of 20 and a new parliamentary constituency (Lok Sabha) was 

formed. In this parliamentary constituency the assembly segments are 

Jagatsinghpur, Tirtol, Balikuda, Erasama of Jagatsinghpur District, Nimapara 

and Kakatpur of Puri district and Govindpur of Cuttack district. 
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Name and No. of Parliamentary Constituency 

The CEO and Ex-Officio Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Government 

have notified/published vide Notification No.5858-IE(A)-6/2006/Election 

dtd.15.12.2006 the delimitation of Parliamentary and Assembly 

Constituencies in the state of Odisha. The territorial Assembly 

Constituencies and the territorial Parliamentary Constituencies have been 

divided for the purpose of Election to teh Legislative Assembly and House of 

the people respectively. 

Total No. of Parliamentary Constituency – 1 (One) – 16 Jagatsinghpur 

Parliamentary Constituency (SC) 

Total No. of Assembly Constituency – 4 (Four) 

Name and Number of the Assembly Segments under 16-Jagatsinghpur 

Parliamentary Constituency 

92 – Niali (SC) 

101 – Paradeep 

102 – Tirtol (SC) 

103 – Balikuda – Erasama 

104 – Jagatsinghpur 

105 – Kakatpur (SC) 

106 – Nimapara 

 

Name and Number of the Assembly Constituency  

and its Territorial Area 

101 – Paradeep 1. Kujang 
2. Paradeep (Municipality) 
3. Amberi, Kolar, Samantarapur, Poragadei, 

Manijanga, Bodhei and Jadatira G.Ps. of Tirtol Block 
102 – Tirtol (SC 1. Biridi Block 

2. Raghunathpur Block 
3. Biritol, Bishnupur, Dainlo, Garam, Gobindapur, 

Gopalpur(s), Ibrisingh, Jagannathpur, Kanakpur, 
Kanimul, Katara, Kostimallikapur, Krushnanandapur, 
Muliasingh, Patilo, Sanara, Tarjanga, Tirtol and 
Tulanga G.Ps. of Tirtol Block 

103 – Balikuda-Erasama Balikuda Block and Erasama Block 
104 – Jagatsinghpur 1. Naugan Block 

2. Jagatsinghpur Block 
3. Jagatsinghpur (Municipality) 
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Assembly Constituency wise Elections as per Draft Electoral Rolls 

– 2015 

Sl.No. and 
Name of 

Assembly 
Constituency 

Total No. of General Electors Total 
No. of 

Service 
Electors 

Grand 
Total 

(Col.5+6) 
Male Female Others Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
101-Paradeep 105545 89686 15 195246 222 195468 
102-Tirtol 116817 10393 09 220769 555 221324 
103-Balikuda- 
Erasama 

126416 110272 12 236700 390 237090 

104-
Jagatsinghpur 

105998 94225 16 200239 535 200774 

Total 454776 398126 52 852954 1702 854656 

 

 

Civil Society Organizations and their Functioning 

 

The Present picture of Vidhan Sabha Constituency of Jagatsinghpur 

District 
Serial Number of 

Assembly 
Constituency 

Name of the 
Constituency 

Category Composition of the 
Constituency 

101 Paradeep General Paradeep Municipality, 
Kujang, Tirtol (Part) 

102 Tirtol SC Biridi, Raghunathpur, Tirtol 
(Part) 

103 Balikuda-Erasama General Balikuda and Erasama 
104 Jagatsinghpur General Jagatsinghpur Municipality, 

Jagatsinghpur & Naugaon 

 

Elected Representatives of Assembly & Parliament Segments, 2014 

 

1. Jagatsinghpur Lok Sabha Constituency – Dr. Kulamani Samal 

2. Jagatsinghpur Assembly Constituency – Chiranjib Biswal 

3. Balikuda-Erasama Assembly Constituency – Prasanta Muduli 

4. Tirtol Assembly Constituency – Dr. Rajashree Mallick 

5. Paradeep Assembly Constituency – Dr. Damodar Rout 

Voluntary Organisation and NGOs 

More than 90 voluntary organisations / NGOs ae reportedly engaged in 

various disaster management and developmental programmes in the district 

since the Super Cyclone, 1999. The following NGOs are actively rendering 

multiple services in different blocks of the district as reported by the district 

administration. 
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NGOs and their Activities 

NGOs / Societies 
Name of the Organisation Address Area of Operation 

Action Aid  Kherasa  Balikuda and Erasama 
Arupa Mission Research 
Foundation 

  Kujang,  Erasama, Tirtol, 
Raghunathpur 

ASIRBAD At-Pothapada,  
Po-Pally, Dist-
Jagatsinghpur 

Naugaon, Jagatsinghpur, Erasama, 
Kujanga 

CARITAS India   Kushupur & Anantpur GP of Balikuda 
and Ambiki & Gadamadhupur GP of 
Erasama 

Chachakhai Yubak 
Sangha 

  Erasama 

CRS (Christian Relief 
Society) 

  Biridi and Raghunathpur blocks 

CYSD (Centre for Youth 
and Social Development) 

C/O - Lingaraj Dash, Near - 
Jayabada Primary School, 
Jagatsinghpur 

Samantarapur GP of Tirtol, Balikuda 
and Erasama blocks 

FARR At/Po - Pandua, Kujanga, 
Jagatsinghpur 

Tirtol, Jspur 

LWS   Almost all the blocks of JSPUR 
MANAV At- Kostimalikapur, Po-

Jhankada, Via-Tiran, 
Jagatsinghpur 

8 panchayats of Tirtol Block, 1 
panchayat of Kujang 

Nabajyoti Club At - Salijanga, Po - 
Redhua, Jagatsinghpur 

Raghunathpur 

NSCB (Netaji Subas 
Chandra Bose) Voluntary 
Organisation 

  Jaganathpur 

Orissa Khadi Village 
Industries Association 

  Balikuda 

OMRAH, Bajrakabati road, 
Cuttack 

 Network organization 

People for Animals At-Kaladhari,  
P.O.-Tarpur, 
Jagatsinghpur 

Jagatsinghpur 

Pankajini Vikash Social 
Organisation 

At/Po - Tirtol, 
Jagatsinghpur 

Tirtol, Kujanga 

RDMSS At/PO- Tarpur, Dist-
Jagatsinghpur 

Tarapur, JSPUR 

Radhaswamy Institute for 
Social Action (RISA) 

At:- Ramkumar pur 
Po- Sompur 
Dt:- Cuttack-754130 

Raghunathpur Block 

SRADHA At/Po - Ambiki, Via - 
Erasama, Jagatsinghpur 

Erasama & Kujang Block 

Nabajagaran Pathagar   Kujang, Erasama 
SANSKAR (Social Activity 
for Necessary Scientific 
Knowledge & 
Rehabilitation) 

  Kujang 

Saraswati Vocational 
Institute 

  Jagatsinghpur 

Janakalayan Club   Jagatsinghpur dist. 
Antar Drusti Jaybad, Jagatsinghpur  Jagatsinghpur 
ISRDO(Indu Socail & 
Rural Development 
Organization) 

Naradia, Panchapalli, 
Erasama 
Jagatsinghpur -754110 

Jagatsin- ghpur 

 



 
 

235 
 

Newspapers and Periodicals published in the district 

Jagatsinghpur District abounds in creative intellectuals, educated and 

enlightened mass. Geniuses like Adikabi Sarala Das and many other 

eminent writers, poets, scientists, educationists have glorified the image of 

this district throughout the State and the Country. This new district came into 

existence on 1
st
 April, 1993 after being bifurcated from Cuttack District. In 

the field of literacy, this district has secured the second highest position in 

the State. The international Port Paradeep is situated in this district. Maa 

Sarala Temple, Gorekhanath Temple, Garoi Jagannath Temple, Dhyanakud 

peetha, Gada Kujanga Jagannath Temple and Jasobanta peetha are the 

Tourist spots of this district. The soil of Jagatsinghpur is fertile enough to 

boost agriculture. In Milk production the district has earned the 1
st
 position. 

Adikabi Sarala Das, Narayan Birabar Samant,Dr. SriRam Chandra Dash, 

Nabakrushna Choudhury, Gopabandhu Choudhury, Rama Devi, Sarala 

Devi, Pranakrushna Parija, Pranakrushna Padihari, Jatiyakabi Birakishore 

are some of the eminent persons who boosted the image of the district in the 

National & International arena. Alaka Ashrama, Tari Ashrama situated in this 

district played a vital role in Freedom movement. 

The news papers / news magazines and periodicals published in 

Jagatsinghpur district find wide circulation through out the State. They carry 

a plethora of news and features which include contemporary socio-economic 

and political issues biographies of illustrious sons of the soil, creative 

literature features of entertainment, science, spsorts, quitz, comics, health 

tips, children literature, astrological predictions etc. A brief list of such 

publications is shown in the following table. 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the 
Publication 

Category Periodicit
y 

Year of 
Publica

tion 

RNI Regn 
No. 

Place of 
Publicati

on 

Present 
Chief 

Editor/Editor 
1 PARADA News 

Magazine 
Monthly 2000 ORI/ORI/ 

2000/3437 
Kujang S.K. Patniak 

2 ANJANA -do- -do- 2001 05862 Jagatsin
ghpur 

A.K. Acharya 

3 ASWASTI Newspaper Fortnightl
y 

2001 04145 -do- S. Nanda 

4 PARIDARSH
AKA 

-do- Weekly 2009 2007/23095 -do- B.L.Keshari 

5 GANA 
ADHIKARA 

-do- Fortnightl
y 

2012 43626 Paradee
p 

Chittaranjan 
Swain 

6 PARADIP 
PRAHARI 

-do- Monthly - 2007/21378 -do- Sabita Samal 

7 JANA 
SAMPARKA 

-do- Fortnightl
y 

2010 40239 -do- D. Samantray 

8 PARADEEP 
NEWS 

-do- -do- 2009 06323 -do- D.,C. 
Mohapatra 

9 BANDARA 
SAMACHAR
A 

-do- Monthly 2009 06322 -do- -do- 

10 PARADIP 
KALIKA 

-do- Weekly - 2002/ 05014 -do- B.K. Das 
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CHAPTER-XV 

PLACES OF INTEREST AND TOURISM 

In the last decade of the 20
th
 century the politico-geographical map of 

Odisha was completely changed. From April, 1993, 13 districts of Odisha 

were reshaped into 30 districts by the administrative announcement of the 

Govt. of Odisha. Among these newly formed districts the name of the 

smallest one from territorial standpoint is Jagatsinghpur. Here effort has 

been made to focus on the natural and cultural geographies of the district of 

Jagatsinghpur. 

Jagatsinghpur is blessed with stunning coastline and pleasant beaches, 

like Siali and Paradeep where the Kalinga Baliyatra festival is held in 

November every year. With the onset of monsoon the rivers swell, the paddy 

fields acquire an even greener hue and the entire region looks spruced up. 

The other important reasons to chart a monsoon itinerary are Ganesh Puja, 

Biswakarma Puja, Raja Parba, Makar Sankaranti etc. which marks the 

beginning of the rainy season. In summer the mercury soars and this region 

can gets hot and sultry. In this season the district festival “Kallola” is held in 

the month of April in the district headquarters. 

A land of varied cultures and traditions with numerous temples, and 

tribes. Jagatsinghpur is home to innumerable fairs and festivals that add 

colour to Cultural fabrics. Kalinga Baliyatra, Maha Visuba Sankranti, 

Chandan Yatra, Ratha Yatra, Mahasiva Ratri etc. which are on focus in this 

respect. 

The region has been under various rulers who greatly influenced 

diversity of Odisha‟s art repertoire. Jagatsinghpur district has such a rich 

artistic and craft heritage that one would believe that art grows in its loom. 

During the British period Hariharpur alias Jagatsinghpur was a famous trade 

centre on textile. Saris  of  Badabag that came in vibrant colour with 

elaborate designs in silk and cotton called  “Bandha” in which warp and weft 

thread were dyed  before the fabrics were woven were indeed magnificent 

textile souveniors which ware acclaimed high in Europe. 

The terracotta potteries of Nunukua village under Erasama block are 

deft at turning lumps of clay into earthen pots of various shapes and sizes 

that are usually adorned with fish and flower motifs, animal panels with 

geometrical deigns. 

The rail & road connectivity is almost at par with the best in the district. 

A broad gauge railways network connects Paradeep which is a major deep 

sea-port on the eastern coast with the State Capital via Cuttack city. 
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Tourist Destinations 

Jhankad (Kanakpur)  

The place is famous for Goddess Sarala, which is popularly known as 

Saralapitha. The place has a legendary association with Sage Parsuram the 

son of Sage Yamadgni. Thus, the place is of high historical importance as a 

centre of Parsuram Cult. It is believed that Parsuram, the sixth incarnation of 

Lord Vishnu engraved the deity by his arrow and worshipped her for wisdom 

and power. The place is also associated with the first Odia epic poet, Adikabi 

Sarala Das of 15
th
 century A.D. The place is located at a distance of 14 km. 

from the district headquarters of Jagatsinghpur and 5 km. From Cuttack-

Paradeep road. It is one of the biggest pilgrim sites of the district. 

 

Sarala Temple 

Paradeep 

Paradeep is a major sea port of India for trade activities. The 

enchanting beauty of the sea, a wonderful sea beach and marine drive, 

beautiful creeks, estuaries, evergreen casuarina vegetation and the 

estuarine islands of river Mahanadi make the place a major tourist attraction. 

Observation of the movement of small & big marine crafts adds to the 

pleasure of the tourist. It is 63 km. from 

district head quarters of Jagatsinghpur 

and 124 km. from the state capital. It is 

also well connected with NH- 5(A) from 

Chandikhol. 

Gada Kujang 

Once upon a time Gada Kujang 

was famous for its presiding deity Kunja Jagannath Temple 
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Bihari. It is also famed as Subhadra Khetra. The Raghunath Jew Matha 

located near the Temple of Kunja Bihari is an added attraction of the place. 

A new Temple of Lord Jagannath has been constructed after dilapidation of 

the old one premises. Gada Kujang is 51 kms from the district headquarters 

and 35 kms from Paradeep and 18 kms from Kujang Township. The place is 

well connected by bus service. 

Paradeep Gada (Sandhakuda) 

The place is famous for its historical importance. A good legend is 

associated with Sandha Raja (the then king of Kujang) of Kujang. The scenic 

beauty of the place attracts large number of tourists as well as picnickers. It 

is 3 km. from the main Bus stop (Bada Padia) of Paradeep area.  

Chandapur 

The famous temple complex of Shree Raghunath Jew and Baba 

Chandra Sekhara is situated in a typical rural atmosphere of Chandapur 

especially at the end of village Mahilo. A rare combination of Sri Ram temple 

known as Raghunath Jew and Shiva temple known as Chandrasekhar within 

a single complex attracts a lot of devotees and tourists. The temple situated 

at a distance of 12 kms from district headquarters of Jagatsinghpur is 

approached by a RD Road. A large number of tourists visit temple from 

surrounding villages as well as from different parts of our state to participate 

in community festivals and rituals especially during Shree Ram Navami and 

Samkrantis.  

 

 

 

Rama Manidra (Raghunath Jew and Shiva Temple) 



 
 

241 
 

Apart from catering to the spiritual and re-creational needs of the 

devotees and visitors, the temple complex provides opportunities for social 

and community get together on the occasions of marriage and thread 

ceremonies etc. The place is well connected with Saralapitha of Jhankad 

and Gorakhanath Pitha of Chhapada. 

Gorakhanatha Peetha 

Gorakhanath is a worth visiting place of Jagatsinghpur district. It is 

situated at a distance of 10 km. from the district headquarters towards North-

East of Jagatsinghpur. The place Gorakhnath is famous for cow / animal 

diseases and best for immediate relief from terrible snake bite. Previously 

the monastery of Baba Gorakhnath was worshiped under a banyan tree 

here, now, in a newly constructed decorate temple. The branches of the 

banyan tree overspread all around in the temple premises and give a 

fabulous look from a distance. The place so named is perhaps reminiscent of 

the presence of a follower of Gorakhanath, the master of Nathism at a 

certain point of time in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digabaruni Temple 

Devotees rush to the temple of goddess Digabaruni for her blessing 

when they suffer from chronic eye diseases.  Tourists and visitors from the 

surrounding villages and districts like Cuttack, Kendrapara, Jajpr and other 

parts of the State visit this temple and donate silver eyes to the deity for the 

recovery of eye-diseases. This temple is located in the Mahanadi-Paika river 

delta in the village of Gaithipur / Lankapara. It is around 12 km. from Tarpur 

and 14 km. from Tirtol. Jagara Jatra is the main festival observed in the 

premises of this temple. Historically, it is believed to be an ancient navigation 

point for merchants travelling through the sea.  
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Bandar  

Bandar is a desired tourist destination for its historical and religious 

importance. It is the ancient port of Odisha, through which the British traders 

had entered Odisha. Now of course, Bandar has lost its historic importance 

and there is a hectic approach to the site. It comes under Balikuda Block and 

situated at 47 km. from Jagatsinghpur District Headquarters.   

Jagatsinghpur (Somanath Temple) 

This temple is famous for Shiva shrine. Shiva Linga was installed here 

by one saint named Muchukunda Swami and hence the image is popularly 

worshipped as Muchukunda Somanath. It is 1 km. from Jagatsinghpur 

district headquarters. 

Garoi  

Garoi is also known as Gobardhana Pitha. It 

is famous for the existing huge Jagannath Temple 

where the holy Trinity-Jagannath, Balabhadra & 

Subhadra appear with feet and hands. It is a place 

where the famous river Gobari and Devi join 

together. The most famous Dharmabata (Banian 

tree) is said to have existed here from thousand 

years past. The creeper Siali and Subhadra Daru 

are the two precious things adored by Baba 

Buddhanath Das the late lamented founder of the 

Pitha. The place is 28 km far from the district 

headquarters of Jagatsinghpur.  

Siali  

Siali beach is a beautiful virgin beach in the coast line of the Bay of 

Bengal under Balikuda-Erasama constituency of Jagatsinghpur District. The 

enchanting beauty of nature, the murmuring sound of casuarinas vegetation, 

the roaring sound of sea water and calm and quiet atmosphere attract large 

number of sea lovers and picnickers in and outside the state. In the peak 

tourist season, it is also a good destination for all types of tourists from 

abroad. The spot is well connected with good black topped road on both the 

sides from Manijanga square on Cuttack-Paradeep road and Jagatsinghpur.  
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                            Panchasakha Dhyanakuda Pitha 

Panchasakha Dhyanakuda Pitha locally known as Dhyanakuda, is 

located in the village Hazipur under Biridi Block in the district of 

Jagatsinghpur. It is believed that this holy place was the meditation ground 

of legendry Panchasakha i.e. Panchasakha Jagannath Dash, Balaramdas, 

Achuyatanandadas, Yosabantadash and Sishu Anantadash. The enchanting 

natural beauty of the place and newly constructed temple of Lord Jagannath 

on the bank of river Biluakhai, branch of the river Kathajodi, is a place of 

irresistible attraction for the tourists and devotees from different parts of our 

country.  

 

Dhartang Gada 

Situated in a picturesque atmosphere, at 12 km. away in the north-west 

from the district headquarters, Dhartanga Gada is a perfect weekend 
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gateway to the scenic forest area, an orchard with varieties of indigenous 

medicinal plants and colourful flora and fauna. The only forest of 

Jagatsinghpur attracts a number of picnickers round the year.  

Salijanga Matha  

One of the acclaimed centres of Mahima cult, Salijanga Matha in 

Naugaon Block was established by Baba Kulamani Das. Major attraction of 

the place is its Sunya Mandira. The place stands for social equity and 

fraternity.  

Asta Sambhu 

The presiding deity is Kadambeswar and the place is famous for a 

cluster of eight Shiva Lingas in the open. The place is located  

20 km. away from Jagatsinghpur district headquarters.  

 

Panchapalli 

Panchapalli is a combination of five villages and is situated in south-

eastern part of the district. It is 44 km. away from the district headquarters of 

Jagatsinghpur. The place is famous for Shiva shrine called Lord Grameswar. 

Maha Shiva Ratri (Jagara Yatra) is the main festival of the place. The place 

is well connected by black topped road from Jagatsinghpur and Manijanga 

on Cuttack-Paradeep road.  

Nailo  

Situated at 16 km. away from north-east of the district headquarters, it 

excels in natural beauty. A new temple is under construction by Nailo 

villagers. It is famous for the gadi or seat of the saint-poet Jasobantadasa, a 

respectable member of the Panchasakha. 
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The Lingaraj Temple of Bhauma Period 

Balia 

 The sculptural decoration of the temple betrays the Odishan tradition of 

decorative designs. The temple belongs to the early formative stage when 

rigid rules were not yet established. Its Parshvadevatas are – Siva 

Bhikshatana Murti (south), Siva Gangadhara (west) and eight-armed Durga 

Mahisasura Mardini (north). The temple is one of the few tri-ratha temples 

where the images of the minor niches (Kartikeya, Ganesha, Ekapada 

Bhairava; Ganga and Yamuna standing on their respective vehicles at the 

entrance, Gaja Laxmi at the lintel and the image of Hara-Parvati above the 

entrance) with exquisite sculptural details – all these go to prove that the 

Lingaraja Temple at Balia on the bank of the Biluakhai river in Jagatsinghpur 

district is a magnificent monument built by Odishan sculptors and architects 

in the mid-eighth century. It is a preserved site of the A.S.I. 

Siddheswara Temple, Baredia  

 Siddheswara Temple in mouza Baredia (in Saibiri Baisi mouza) under 

Biridi Block is a religious shrine of 11
th
 Century. Just behind the temple, 

goddess Sidha Narayani is housed in a relatively smaller temple. 

 The site has recently drawn the attention of multitude of devotees from 

afar because of a newly established sprawling temple of Siddha Jagannatha 

adjacent to the old shrine of Siddheswara Mahadeva. Tourists and devotees 

flock this site round the year. 

 In a 3 km radius, other religious sites like the Somanath Temple (in 

village Purana) and the Buddisht image of Marichi, popularly known as 

Marichei Temple (in village Kamalapur) also attract a lot of visitors. 

 

*** 
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Maa Sarala Temple, Jhankad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maa Sarala Temple, Jhankad 
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Gorekhnath Temple 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

Somanath Pitha, Jagatsinghpur     Siva Mandir Kundeswar 
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Paradeep Port 
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GLOSSARY 

1. Betapatua – A folk dance with manoeuvrable cane staff. 

2. Bhumi sparsha mudra-Image of Buddha touching the earth in a 

meditative pose. 

3. Chandana Pokhari-Sacred Tank for cruising by the proxy 

divinities in the summer season. 

4. Chita-Decorative designs on the floor and walls with rice paste. 

5. Dasakathia-A folk dance and music with a musical contrivance. 

6. Dewan-Chief Executive Officer next to the Ruler in princely 

states. 

7. Garhjat- Feudatory states. 

8. Ghata- Ferry. 

9. Ghatapatna Nrutya – A folk dance by servitors a goddess with 

sacred earthen pots on their head. 

10. Handichita- Paintings/designs made by Womenfolk with rice 

paste on earthen jars. 

11. Jagara Jatra- Sleepless night for the devotees who pray to Lord 

Shiva in the night of Mahasiva Ratri with all austerity. 

12. Kalasa- A sacred earthen pitcher filled with holy water as the 

seat of invoked deities. 

13. Kalika nrutya- A folk dance imitating the vigorous dance of 

goddess Kalika. 

14. Kelakeluni nrutya- A folk dance with exchange of wit repartee, 

dressed as the couple of snake charmer. 

15. Kendera- A folk musical stringed contrivance. 

16. Kothi Chita- Paintings on the walls of granary by women folk. 
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17. Laudi Ogala- A colourful folk dance with song recited by 

cowherd community. 

18. Mana- A measure of grains/ A measure of land. 

19. Mangalacharana Chita- Auspicious designs made in rice 

paste/rice powder as a part of benedictory rite. 

20. Na anka durviksha- The Great Odisha Famine, 1866. 

21. Olata Padma- An articulated design of Lotus in reverse, decked 

in rice paste by Women artists. 

22. Osha- Fasting on holy occasions as prescribed. 

23. Paika- The landed militia. 

24. Panchadevata- Five gods: Ganesha, Narayana, Siva, Durga and 

the Sun god. 

25. Panchasakha- Five mystic saints of Odisha belonging to the 16
th
 

Century: Achyuta, Ananta, Balarama,Jagannatha and 

Jasobanta. 

26. Parshvadevata- Subsidiary deity on the outer walls of the 

temple. 

27. Peetha- A sacred shrine or sanctum. 

28. Peshkush- Land revenue. 

29. Raiyat- A tenant holding land for cultivation. 

30. Sakhinata- Folk enactment by child artists, particularly in South 

Odisha. 

31. Sarabakara- The title no more exists. Earlier the Sarabakara, a 

village headman was entrusted with the collection of Revenue. 

32. Saptamtaruka- The divine seven mothers. The usually accepted 

list supported by iconographic data consists of Brahmani, 
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Maheshvari, Kaumari, Vaisnavi, Varahi, Indrani and 

Chammunda. 

33. Satyapira Pala- A combined folk worship of the Hindu 

Satyanarayana and Peera of Islam-an integrated ritual with 

recital form the text. 

34. Shankha- Conch, considered auspicious and is capable of 

averting evil impact. 

35. Thaa- A place consecrated with specific patterns made in rice 

powder where oblations are offered to the presiding deities. 

36. Tol- A pathasala or school where Sanskrit is taught in the 

traditional manner. 

37. Zamindar- A landlord. 
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