
ODISHA DISTRICT GAZETTEERS  
 
 
 

 
 

KALAHANDI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOPABANDHU ACADEMY OF ADMINISTRATION 
[GAZETTEERS UNIT] 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA  



ODISHA DISTRICT GAZETTEERS  
 
 
 

 
 

KALAHANDI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOPABANDHU ACADEMY OF ADMINISTRATION 
[GAZETTEERS UNIT] 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA  

DR. TARADATT, IAS

CHIEF EDITOR, GAZETTEERS & 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, TRAINING COORDINATION 



ii 
 



iii 
 

 



iv 
 

PREFACE 

The Gazetteer is an authoritative document that describes a District in 

all its hues; the economy, society, political and administrative setup, its 

history, geography, climate and natural phenomena, biodiversity and natural 

resource endowments. It highlights key developments over time in all such 

facets, whilst serving as a placeholder for the timelessness of its unique 

culture and ethos. It permits viewing a District beyond the prismatic image of 

a geographical or administrative unit, since the Gazetteer holistically 

captures its socio-cultural diversity, traditions, and practices, the creative 

contributions and industriousness of its peoples and luminaries, and builds 

on the economic, commercial and social interplay with the rest of the State 

and the country at large. The document which is a centrepiece of the District 

is developed and brought out by the State administration with the 

cooperation and contributions of all concerned. Its purpose is to generate 

awareness, public consciousness, spirit of cooperation, pride in contribution 

to the development of a District, and to serve multifarious interests and 

address concerns of the people of a District and others in any way 

concerned.  

Historically, the ―Imperial Gazetteers‖ were prepared by Colonial 

administrators for the six Districts of the then Orissa, namely, Angul, 

Balasore, Cuttack, Koraput, Puri, and Sambalpur. After Independence, the 

Scheme for compilation of District Gazetteers devolved from the Central 

Sector to the State Sector in 1957. Within the State, the responsibility for 

developing the Gazetteers was transferred from the Revenue Department to 

the Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA) in 1999.  In this process, 

the ―District Gazetteers‖ of all thirteen Districts were published as follows 

Koraput/1966 (Supplement/1984), Mayurbhanj/1967, Bolangir/1968, 

Sambalpur/1971, Dhenkanal/1972, Sundargarh/1975, Puri/1977, 

Kalahandi/1980, Boudh-Khondmal/1983, Keonjhar/1986, Balasore/1994, 

Ganjam/1995 and Cuttack/1992. The Gazetteers of Balasore/1994, 

Ganjam/1995 and Cuttack/1992, however, could not capture the implications 

of the reorganisation of these Districts. Though 10 out of 13 Districts had 

been reorganised into 27 and the total number of Districts in the State had 

gone up to 30, the reality remained to be captured in the District‘s 

Gazetteers.  

Be it so, the time is now ripe to build on the rich cache of Gazetteers 

available across the Districts in Odisha, and to develop updated documents 

that capture the essence of each District as it exists today. The Districts 

have evolved over the last few decades as a result of various natural 

phenomena and unforeseen forces, besides a slew of economic and social 

sector reforms undertaken at the National, State and local levels in the last 
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couple of decades. The resulting impacts have been more cataclysmic in 

some Districts than others, which are reflective of the complex dynamics at 

work which determine a District‘s state of preparedness and receptivity to 

change or its absorptive capacity. This diversity in impacts across Districts is 

now captured both in measurable parameters and non-measurable 

underlying trends and perceptions in the updated District Gazetteers.  

Besides catching up with the developments in each of the thirty 

Districts and the environs, it was felt opportune to capture the major shifts in 

areas and issues of priority and concern across the districts by suitably 

restructuring the document, to recount the post-Independence events in brief 

for their historic value and evolutionary impact on the District, and to bridge 

an important lacuna, viz. incorporating the role played by freedom fighters 

from each District in India‘s Independence, which was sparingly mentioned 

in the Gazetteers initially prepared by colonial administrators. Though the 

updated Gazetteers draw heavily on the past Gazetteers of thirteen 

undivided Districts, the documents were also restructured to provide for 

elimination, modification and insertion of some issues in discussion with the 

Consulting Editors and District Administration in order to present a 

comprehensive and contemporaneous picture of the Districts. 

The task of developing and updating the Gazetteers for the present 30 

Districts was initiated in the first week of May 2015. Procedurally, a series of 

time-bound initiatives taken since then, were bed-rocked on the complete 

and continuous involvement of the District Collector and heads of concerned 

line departments at the district level in the coverage of issues and 

developments over time, coupled with specific participation of a number of 

scholars and experts, including some senior serving and retired civil 

servants. A standardised synopsis of the District Gazetteer was prepared by 

GAA to assist in the development of the initial drafts by each District 

Administration taking on board the locally available experts and District 

Heads of the Line Departments. For this exercise, a Committee was 

constituted by GAA under the District Collector to steer the development of 

the initial draft for the respective District. A number of Sub-Committees 

comprising of officials and experts were also constituted, again at District 

level, for drafting specific and thematic chapters. The initial drafts prepared 

by the District Administration were received by GAA starting in August 2015. 

After in-house scrutiny of these drafts, detailed comments and suggestions 

for bridging information gaps were sent by GAA to enable suitable revisions 

by the District Administration. A process of continuous monitoring of the 

development of the next stage of drafts was followed, and the second drafts 

were received by GAA by the end of October 2015. This revised draft 

Gazetteer of each District was then placed for scrutiny at two levels the first 

by the public at large by hosting the drafts at the website of GAA 
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(gopabandhuacademy.gov.in), and the second by a set of 30 Experts, one 

for each District designated as Consulting Editor.  

Simultaneously, Government in General Administration Department 

(GAD) with the approval of Hon‘ble Chief Minister reconstituted the State 

Advisory Committee (SAC) and State Working Committee (SWC) on 

Gazetteers vide Notification No. 23473 dated 26 September, 2015. The SAC 

continues to be headed by Chief Secretary, Government of Odisha. The 

SWC hereafter was to be chaired by the Director General, GAA, who had 

also been notified as the ex-officio Chief Editor of Gazetteers besides being 

granted functional freedom to prepare and publish the Gazetteers. A series 

of meetings were held by DG, GAA with the Consulting Editors appointed for 

refinement of the drafts prepared at the District level to discuss the to ensure 

accuracy and coherence, quality and content. The Consulting Editors also 

visited the respective Districts regularly to interact with senior officials, 

governmental and non-governmental organisations and persons concerned 

with the preparation of the initial two drafts. The drafts reviewed by DG, 

GAA, with the Consulting Editors were forwarded to the District Collectors for 

authentication of content and further improvements in quality, wherever felt 

necessary. 

The final round of discussions with the Consulting Editors was held in 

GAA in February through till April 2016, and the draft Gazetteers, finalised at 

this stage again in consultation with the District Collectors, were placed 

before the SWC.  Drafts recommended by it were placed before the SAC for 

approval. 

The first Kalahandi District Gazetteer was published in 1980. 

Kalahandi, which remained as one of the two districts, the other one being 

Nuapada, after the reorganisation in 1993 has had fluctuating career as an 

administrative unit:  instances of starvation death in the past left a scar on it 

while the developmental activities in the subsequent periods have made it a 

shining district. Indravati Project has defined the district as major grain 

producing district while improved rail and road communications have helped 

in creating opportunities for socio-economic rejuvenation of the district in 

multiple ways. Efforts have been made in the present gazetteer to capture 

the latest realities in addition to recounting its past. 

Ms. Brundha D., IAS, Collector, with enthusiastic assistance of her 

team of officers and scholarly inputs from the local experts prepared the 

initial draft within a small period and I thank them all. 

Prof. Gopabandhu Behera, Consulting Editor with his team has gone 

through the draft and fine-tuned it. I don‘t find adequate words to thank him.  
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I convey my sincere gratitude to the members of the State Working 

Committee and State Advisory Committee for their valuable inputs and 

advice. I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the contribution of 

my friends and colleagues in the State Administration and particularly those 

at GAA, namely Dr. Rabinarayan Patra, Deputy Director (Studies), Sri 

Subrat Kuanr, Research Officer and Dr. Rabindra Kumar Swain, Compiler. 

Finally, despite optimum efforts to plug the obvious limitations and 

lacunae in the Gazetteer, factual deficiencies, misspellings and grammatical 

errors would be found. The responsibility for all its shortcomings doubtless 

remains mine. With an eye to the future, I urge all readers, including 

thematic experts, young scholars, and luminaries, to offer their valuable 

suggestions for improving the quality and contents of the document for the 

next edition with the passage of time. 

I would like to thank the people of the District of Kalahandi for their 

contributions over time to the making of the District as we now know it, and 

commend this document to them and to other stake holders in the State and 

elsewhere.  

  

Dr. Taradatt, IAS 
Chief Editor, Gazetteers & 

Director General, GAA 
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NOTE OF CONSULTING EDITOR 

 

It was a unique opportunity to be associated in the project of preparing 

a gazetteer for Kalahandi.  I thank Dr.Taradatta for his insistence to accept 

this onerous task and to Sri Sanjiv Hota, I.A.S (Retd.) for suggesting my 

name. This activity led me to peep into my district and observe her beauty 

and splendor in various aspects. It is not easy and sometimes impossible to 

bring out the totality of an area, its people, its traditions, its natural beauty 

etc., since it is like a pulsating and vibrating organism but I along with others 

have tried our best to make it as perfect as possible.  

Prior to my entry to this project, Dr.(Mrs.) Brundha. D, I.A.S., the 

Collector & District Magistrate had already initiated it and had requested 

some experts in various fields to prepare the chapters. In view of the fact 

that some chapters could not be available in a complete form, she requested 

Sri Umashankar Kar, a senior journalist and a writer to extend a helping 

hand to these incomplete chapters and try to complete it as far as possible. 

Sri Kar willingly accepted this offer and has tried his best. In fact he has 

devoted time and energy in editing most of the chapters and has also 

prepared the second and third drafts of the Gazetteer.    

The Gazetteer has sixteen chapters opening with  general ideas in 

introducing the district followed by its history, its people, its economic growth 

based on the development units like health, education, less dependency on 

government, law and order, general and ecotourism probabilities and the 

important persons for whom this area is proud of. A photo gallery is attached 

at the end to give a pictorial idea about the district.  Sri Umashankar Kar 

took pains in providing the photographs to give a shape to this gallery. 

I must acknowledge the contribution of Dr. Baba Mishra, HOD, History, 

Govt.(A) college, Dr.Ajaya K. Mishra, Principal (retd.) in collaboration with 

Dr. Parameswar Mund;  Dr. R.K. Pattnaik, Associate Dean, College of 

Agriculture, GM, DIC; Sri Rama Chandra Mahapatra, Banker; Sri Uma 

Shankar Kar, Sr. Journalist and writer; Sri Simanchala Mishra, Reader in 

economics; ADM,; Sri Satya Narayan Seth, Sr. Advocate; PD, DRDA; 

Dr.A.K. Nanda, Principal (Retd.) in collaboration of Sri Jayanta Kumar 

Behera, president MSA.; Dr.Lambodar Sahu, Sr. Doctor; Sri Rasbihari 

Behera, Literature, Ex MP & Minister for preparing the chapters I and II, III, 

IV, V, VI & XV and XVI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV respectively. Sri 

Bhawani Shankar Nial helped Sri Behera in finalizing the chapter XIV.I am 

also grateful to Sri Biswanath Hota, Retired D.F.O for extending his 

expertise on forests and specifically on medicinal plants. I interacted with all 

the persons individually and collectively, made all efforts to collect missing 

data with a view to make the gazetteer up-to-date and as far as possible to 
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make it mistake free. The outcome of this effort is the document presented 

to the people of Odisha. 

 Dr.(Mrs.) Brundha. D, I.A.S., the Collector & District Magistrate initiated 

the project and extended all possible help unhesitatingly. She guided the 

preparation of the gazetteer wherever necessary and also constantly 

reviewed the progress. I am grateful to her. Her office staff also cooperated 

sincerely and willingly. 

  I also take this opportunity of thanking Sri Kali Charan Mohanty, DCO-

cum-Nodal Officer of the project, who took much pain in coordinating the 

entire activity with patience and joy.  

I am thankful to the staff of Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha for their unhesitating cooperation whenever needed. 

The contribution of Sri Ramakanta Acharya of Revenue, Sri D.K.Barik 

of Industries, Sri Pradip K. Mahapatra of Panchayati Raj, Sri Sankar Prasad 

Dishari, the data operator in the culture office cannot be over looked. Sri 

Dishari has taken much pain in working at odd hours. The services of Sri Ajit 

Kumar Chandan have made us comfortable while working late in the 

evening. I am thankful to all of them. 

I am sure the Gazetteer will not only be an enjoyable reading but also 

will be a source to open new windows for research in areas like Human 

happiness index, Social impact , growth of Home economy etc. That will be 

a great satisfaction. The gazetteer would have been more meaningful had 

some research work been done especially in the fields of economic trend, 

agriculture (impact of pesticide, soil quality andimpact of chemical fertilizer 

on the soil etc.), industry and culture. 

I take the responsibility of any unintended factual errors, omissions and 

any unintentional hurting statements in the gazetteer. 

 
Gopabandhu Behea 

Consulting Editor  
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CHAPTER-I 

GENERAL 

According to the records of old Central Provinces, the district is always 

known as Kalahandi (Crucible of Art) in Odisha. Till a few years ago, 

Kalahandi had the reputation of having dense forest, which was the habitat 

of diverse animals, birds and also the home of Royal Bengal tigers, 

Cheetahs, etc. which attracted hunters from many parts of India. In the late 

eighties, Kalahandi became infamous across the country for denuded forest, 

poverty, backwardness and illiteracy.  

The district has magnificent scenic spots with towering hills and deep 

valleys. Standing on a hilltop, one can see very thick valleys with banana 

plantations providing a feast for eyes. The Kondhas living in the wild track 

enjoy the babbling brooks by the side of which they have built their huts. 

Motoring through the district, one cannot miss the ravages of podu or 

shifting cultivation. It looks as if somebody has shaved the hill surface by 

razor. The district is saturated with pre-historic and proto-historic paintings 

and engravings. This shows that thousands of years ago the human 

habitation had an artistic aptitude. The pre-historic art in the caves of 

Gudahandi is worth visiting in this perspective.  

The landmass had variegated identities in different historical epochs. It 

constituted a part of Taitilaka-Janapadain in 5
th
 century BCE. Kalahandi was 

hub of the far– flung Atavi / Atavika land during the Maurya Age in India (4
th
–

3
rd

 Century BCE). Indravana (Indravananka) was a patch of landmass 

between the river Indravati and the Tel and therefore the south-west of 

Kalahandi was known as Indravanaka during the 4
th
 century BCE. 

Indravanaka was rich in gem stones (Diamond) as per Arthasastra of 

Kautilya.   

Kalahandi was famous by the name Mahavana in the 2
nd

 century CE. 

Mahakantara or Kantara nomenclature of the landmass became well– 

known when Samudragupta, the Gupta emperor, launched his Deccan 

Campaign during 350 CE. The territory became a constituent part of 

Trikalinga in post–Samudragupta period. Kamala Mandala was the identity 

bestowed on it during the 12
th
 - 13

th
 century CE. 

In the Maratha and the British records, Kalahandi was known by the 

name Karond. According to C. Elliot, Deputy Commissioner of Raipur 

(1856), ―This dependency is known  as Kharonde (Karond) only in the 

Nagpur side, the Oriya name being Kalahandi, and as there is no place or 

village corresponding to the former name, it would appear to be a corruption 

of the later, though it has been originally entered in the accounts.‖ 
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It is believed that the word ‗Karonda‘ has been derived from Sanskrit 
word‘Corundum‟, a mineral, the best manifestations of which are gem 
stones, Ruby, Sapphire and Emerald. Subsequently, the deity of the area 
was named as Manikeswari or Mistress of Ruby due to abundant availability 
of gem stone Manikya or Manik (Ruby).  

Moreover, it is also the belief that due to the influence of Haldi dialect, 

which is spoken in the neighboring Chhatisgarh state, ends with the term 
handi.  Thus, in Koraput and Bastar border areas, one comes across names 

with identical phonetic variations. The village Bakawond in Bastar is called 
by the Odias as Bakahandi, Bajawond as Bajahandi, Nalpawond as 
Nalpahandi and Kumarwond as Kumarhandi. Similarly, the village 
Sasahandi near Kotpad and Papadahandi are respectively called by the 
Bastar people as Sasawond and Papadawond.   This might have crystallised 
the name Kalahandi for the region. There are also other localities in 
Kalahandi ending with the dialect Handi, such as Gudahandi and Belkhandi.  

Another contention is that Kalamukha sect of Saivism prevailed in the 
region during the early medieval age. The creed was in vogue in neighboring 
Andhra during the 10

th
 century C E. Kalamukha sect was very peripatetic. 

Moreover, early medieval Kalahandi is replete with Saivite monuments with 
varieties of Bhairava icons. Towards the later part of 17

th
 or early 

18
th
century, the word Kala was added to the term Handi of the Haldi dialect 

giving rise to the nomenclature Kalahandi.  Nonetheless, we have epigraphic 
proof of the use of Kalahandi designation representing a settlement only 
during 1718 CE in the Dadhivamana temple inscription of Junagarh, which 
speaks of Kalahandi Nagara identifying with modern Junagarh.  After  the  
merger  of  this  landmass  with  the  Orissa Province on 1

st
 January 1948 

and  when it became a separate  district in 1949, the name Kalahandi 
continued. 

Tel River valley 

This region is composed of about 461 villages covering five police 
stations i.e, Dharamgarh, Keygaon, Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Narla and 
M.Rampur. Tel. Hati, Udanti, Ret and Uteiare some of the important 
tributaries of river Tel and are important drainage lines of the region. The 
Valley is gradually sloping towards North East. 

Tel-Hati basin 

This region consists of about 490 villages covering 5 police stations. 
The total area of this micro region is 2167 sq.kms. This region is surrounded 
by small hills in its 3 sides. This typical basin is formed by the subtle 
denudation by the Hati River, the right bank tributary of the River Tel. The 
region has a gradual slop towards North. The highest point is 933 meters 
and the lowest point is 153 meters from mean sea level. Whole of the region 
except the small hills in the South- East is plain and devoid of forest of any 
kind. 
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Thuamul-Rampur and Lanjigarh Plateau 

This is a hilly region stretching along the Southern boundary of the 

district. The average height of the plateau is about 1000 meters above the 

MSL. The highest point is Tangri dangar (1240 meters). Innumerable rivers 

and streams like Indravati, Nagabali, Sagada, Bansadhara and Ret originate 

in this region. While some are flowing towards South, the others flow 

towards North and East cutting deep gullies by the hill sides in the 

catchment areas. 

Madanpur-Rampur Forested upland 

 Almost whole of this region is composed of low hills with an average 

height of above 700 meters. The highest and the lowest points are 892 and 

442 meters respectively. The region is gradually sloping towards the Tel 

valley. The Utei and Rahul Rivers are important drainage lines of the region. 

Hills 

About eight kilometers south-east of Bhawanipatna commence the 

mountain tracks called the Dongarla which cover a vast area of about 3,665 

sq.km on the eastern side of the district and extends southwards to the 

Rayagada district border. These tracks rise in a series of precipitous hill 

ranges from the plains. The path of ascent on Karlapat side is quite difficult. 

Similarly many parts are inaccessible except by foot. The hill sides are 

covered with dense Sal (Shorea robusta) forests and it is not possible to see 

any cultivation until the open valleys at the higher elevation are reached. 

These valleys are mostly fertile and are splendidly watered by perennial 

streams. Patches of regular rice cultivation are met with crops of wheat here 

and there. The hill tracts form a conspicuous landmark and the wild 

precipitous ranges mark its border. These hilly ranges stand up from the 

plains like a vast wall and are visible for many miles. There are open valleys 

at about 850 to 975 meters above the sea level; rising from these valleys are 

great hill ranges running due north and south, the tops of which are plateau 

land covers with a breadth varying from about half to three kilometers, and 

water is available close to their summits. The principal plateaus are the 

Karlapat, Thuamul-Rampur ranges and the Baphalimali hills, which is a fine 

plateau at the border near Mahulpatna; these in parts reach an elevation 

1,220 meters and more above sea level. In these hills of the Dongarla area 

the splendid stream of the Indravati takes its rise near Thuamul. It makes its 

way through the hill range which forms the southern boundary of Kalahandi. 

Not far from the place where the Indravati flows south through this barrier, 

the Hati river rises on the northern slope and flows due north in exactly the 

opposite direction. The report of Lieutenant C. Elliot, Deputy Commissioner 

or Raipur, contains the following description of the country: 
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―The country is high, lying near the foot of the main line of the Eastern 

Ghats and partaking of the watersheds, both of the Mahanadi and the 

Indravati, which last, with several tributaries and sub-tributaries of the first, 

rise within its limits it is well supplied with water and in some parts of 

Thuamul, Kashipur, Karlapat and Lanjigarh the soil is enabled to yield two 

crops of rice within the year. The hills are chiefly plutonic and independently 

of two or three considerable ranges, detached hills of greater or less size are 

interspersed throughout the State‖. (Central province District Gazetteer, 

Raipur District, P-298) 

The river Tel, which runs through the district in a north-east direction 

intervenes the two natural mountainous divisions. It receives a number of 

tributaries, both large and small, whose valleys constitute the plain fertile 

regions. The valley of the Utei comprising a large portion of the Madanpur-

Rampur and Narla police-stations areas commences south of the river Tel 

and stretches away for about 65 km., interspersed by stray hills and isolated 

peaks. The area is mostly undulating and the general elevation of the track 

is over 180 meters above the sea level. This plain area extends south-west 

into the Sadar police-station area and then westwards into the Titilagarh 

subdivision of the Bolangir district. The general feature of the country greatly 

resembles the plain tracks of Madanpur and Narla police-station areas. The 

Tel in its upper reaches creates extensive fertile tracts of the Dharamgarh 

subdivision which stretches south beyond Jaipatna police-station and 

running northwards meets the plains of Nawapara subdivision across the 

Deobhog police-station area of Chhatisgarh. In between the plain countries 

in the Dharamgarh subdivision and that in the Sadar subdivisions there 

occur larger mountain Blocks, some continuous and others scattered and 

broken intermittently by narrow valleys. The valley in Dharamgarh having an 

elevation of above 240 meters is less undulating in character and except for 

a very few isolated hillocks, the country is an extensive plain. It is flanked on 

the west by a continuous hill range marking the district boundary which 

separates it from the Nawrangpur plateau. From this plateau, situated at an 

average elevation of 610 meters, one has to descend more than 305 meters 

through Ampani Ghat to reach the Dharamgarh valley. 

The principal hill ranges belong to the Eastern Ghats. It covers almost 

the entire eastern and southern parts of the district. It continues in the north 

upto Baliguda sub-division. Further it stretches up to the valleys of the 

Nagavali and the Bansadhara. These ranges are named differently at 

different points after the village near their base. The main peaks in these 

ranges are Tangri donger (1,229 m.), Kattighara (953 m.) and Karlapat 

(1,213 m.).The highest peak Tangri Dongar (1229m) is situated in Thuamul 

Rampur police station. 
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River Systems and Water Resources 

The Tel and the Indravati rivers form tributaries of large rivers like the 

Mahanadi and the Godavari respectively.  Bansadhara and Nagabali rivers 

which originate from the hills of Thuamul-Rampur in Kalahandi are 

independent rivers, merging in Bay of Bengal. Further, the Tel receives a 

large number of tributaries of the district. The scenery along the banks of 

these streams during their course through the hills is exceedingly fine and 

varies from wild raging torrents sweeping over bare rocks, to placid stretches 

of deep pools with the stream swirling in the eddies between rich meadow 

land, verdant with grass and banks overhung with willows. 

Most of the hill streams of the district are perennial. The rivers in the 

open country seldom carry a large flow of water in the hot weather. The Tel, 

Sagada, Ret and Utei are almost reduced to tiny streams in their lower 

reaches from February to June. On the other hand, the Raul throughout its 

whole length, most of which lies inside the forests, holds a fair flow of water 

even in the month of May. The Sagada, Ret, Indravati, Bada Nala and many 

others carry a strong stream of perennial water in the upper and middle 

reaches and lose in their sandy beds when they descend to the plains. The 

villagers in the open tracts scoop water holes in the sand during the summer 

months and manage to provide themselves with exiguous supply of drinking 

water. 

These rivers are subject to flash floods. Several times during monsoon 

the Hati river overtops its low banks and spreads out into the surrounding 

plains. The floods during their short duration generally cause formation of 

sand deposits. The Tel also sometimes deposits sand on the fertile 

agricultural land along its course. These rivers are non–perennial as they dry 

up in the summer. 

Tel and Its Tributaries 

Tel 

Tel is the longest and most important river in the District. Rising in the 

north of Nawrangpur District, it enters the district a few kilometers west of 

Dharamgarh near Chhilpa and flows through an alluvial tract. Taking almost 

an easterly course through the Dharamgarh sub-division, it instantly takes a 

more northerly direction after its junction with Sagada until it meets the 

Udanti on its left bank. About eight kilometers from this point of confluence, it 

runs almost northeast and forms the boundary between Bolangir and 

Kalahandi for a fairly long distance and then enters Bolangir near Risida, 

Kumbharpada. The bed of this river is generally sandy; it is more observable 

from breadth than depth. Though its water level decreases very much during 

the summer it does not entirely dry up. The river Tel has almost all the 
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important feeders on its right side in the district while the only important 

feeder namely Udanti is on the left side. After the construction of the 

Indravati project, the important feeders on the right bank of the Tel are the 

Moter, Hati, Sagada, Bulat, Ret, Utei and Rahul. 

Ret 

Ret is the most important feeder of Tel. It rises from the hill track of 

Biswanathpur Range near Bori reserve forest, then passes through 

Bhawanipatna Range area and ultimately joins Tel near Bahadurpadar of 

Kesinga range. It receives water through a number of Nalas in its course. 

Besides Bori reserve forest, Machul, Raul, Dulma forest Block come within 

its catchment. In addition it receives water through a number of nalas like 

Daren and Luna originating from Madakhola ―B‖ RF of Bhawnaipatna range, 

Phatamunda originating from Bajragarh RF of Kesinga range. This river is 

almost confined to Biswanathpur, Bhawanipatna and Kesinga range. 

Utei 

It rises from the hill tracks of Baliguda Forest Division of Kandhamal 

District and enters north division of Kalahandi near Nagjhari of Narla range. 

It joins with river Tel near Belkhandi under Kesinga range. There is a Shiva 

temple on the confluence of Tel. It is a place of importance for eco-tourism. 

This river Utei has the catchment spreading over major forest Blocks like 

Urladani, Taparang, Bhatel, Sadel ―A‖ and Turchi RF of both Madanpur-

Rampur and Narla range of Kalahandi North Division. 

Raul 

Like Utei, Raul owes its origin to the hill tracks of Baliguda Forest 

Division of Kandhamal District and passes through Urladani, Taparang and 

Sunamikhi RF of both Narla and M.Rampur range of Kalahandi North 

Division and then enters the district of Bolangir district near Sikerkupa RF 

after which it joins river Tel near Birmunda. The flow of water in this river is 

very good even during summer season. 

Budha 

It has the same origin like Utei and Raul from Kondhmal district but it 

enters Kalahandi District near Lahidi of Madanpur Rampur range after 

passing through Telen, Puijhari and Taparang forest Block of the same 

range, it joins with river Raul near Sankush where there is an ancient Siva 

shrine. 
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Sandol 

It rises from the hill tracks of Biswanathpur range near kidding and 

Sikerguda forest Block after passing through Narla range, it joins river Utei 

just before Belkhandi of Kesinga range. This river receives water from a 

number of nalas like Pirchu originating from Kerbandi of Narla range, Chepul 

nala originating from Kadalighati RF of Bhawanipatna range, Matul nala 

starting from Chatamahul of Kesinga range, Maskuti nala starting from 

Bazargarh RF kesinga range, Sindhi nala from Kerbandi RF of Narla range, 

Bar nalla from Kamei RF of Narla range, Jampara nala startimg from Narla 

PRF of Narla range. Archaeologically rich Asurgarh fort is situated on its 

right bank near Narla. 

Bulat 

The Bulat rises at the southern end of the Gundi Donger about 15 km. 

south of Bhawanipatna and flows past the town in a north-western direction 

under the name of Pipal Nala before it turns north wards to join the Tel near 

Pandigaon. There is a beautiful waterfall on this stream known as 

Rabandarah 15 kms from Bhawanipatna. 

Moter 

It drains the water of Sahajkhol Reserve Forest and joins Tel near 

Chilpa. 

Behera 

It drains the water of Dokrichanchada and Sahajkhol Reserve Forest 

and joins Moter River near Nuagoda ultimately to become part of Tel River.  

Kholan 

It starts from Brahmani Reserve Forest and joins the River Tel near 

Tentulipada. 

Kaliganga 

It originates from Baliguda Forest Division passes through Kalhandi 

district and joins the River Kharang, a tributary of Tel. In the bank of 

Kaliganga near Mohangiri there exists the ruins of a Siva temple of 6th 

century CE. 

Hati 

It starts from hill tracks of Jaipatna range near Pandi PRF and then 

passes through plain area of Junagarh range where it joins river Tel near 

Amathola. This river also gets the discharge water of Upper Indravati project 

and surplus water of the canals for which there is a good flow of water 

throughout the year. During rainy season it poses serious problem of flood 

disrupting the road connectivity. It drains many forest Blocks of Junagarh, 

Kegon, Bhawanipatna and other ranges. These are Ghana panigaon, 

Pariagarh, Chura ―B‖, Kumkot, Daka, Brahmani, Dhanupanchan, Udayagiri, 
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Singari, Jerka, Talchirka, Raktaboden, Dulkibandh, Bhalujore, Garjan, 

Balagaon etc. 

Sagada 

In the hills above Karlapat, the Sagada River takes its origin and flows 

a steep course and touches the plains near the village Sagada and then 

flows across the Bhawanipatna-Junagarh road (NH 26) to join Tel near 

Mankadsola. 

Udanti 

This river is the only feeder of Tel on its left bank. Originating from the 

state of Chhatisgargh, it enters the district of Kalahandi through Kegaon 

range of Kalahandi North Division and joins the river Tel near Turkel under 

Bhawanipatna range of the same Division. Gokia, Lini, Ghatual, Bisibarni, 

Adabari and parts of Nageswar forest Block under Kegaon range area 

situated in its catchment. On either side of this river there were excellent 

teak wood forests, which are in the process of disintegration. 

Indravati 

Indravati River originates from three mango trees in the shape of three 

small streams at Mardiguda in Thuamul. It is located in Indravati PRF at an 

altitude of 915 mtrs above the mean sea level in Thuamul-Rampur Block of 

Kalahandi. It quickly gathers volume and rushes with the copious flow down 

its hill as south western course and collect water from its catchments 

through a number of streams. Baphlamali Mountain is located in the South 

boundary of this river and it is the important catchment of Indravati dam. It 

crosses Kalahandi district border after Jubraj Pur and enters Nawrangpur 

district. After that about 3 kms south of Nawrangpur town, it enters 

Chatisgarh state and finally joins the river Godabari. The major multipurpose 

irrigation project Indravati Project has been constructed over this River and 3 

of its tributaries to irrigate Kalahandi district. It is also generating 600 MW of 

power. 

Nagavali 

Nagavali River originates from Khakes RF Block of Thuamul Rampur 

Block of Kalahandi. It collects water through a number of small streams from 

the forest Blocks like Ampadar, Chubhadi, Kuspari, Kodokhaman, 

Thakuranipadar, Goelkhoj of Thuamul Rampur Block and then enters 

Biswanathpur forest range under Lanjigarh Block. After that it crosses the 

Kalahandi district boarder and enters Raigada district and ultimately joins 

Bay of Bengal after passing through Srikakulam of Andhra Pradesh. 

Bansadhara 

Bansadhara river originates from Niyamgiri hills. It flows to Lanjigarh in 

the shape of a stream and after crossing some distance, it enters Rayagada 

district. It flows to the hinterland of Rayagada district and Andhra Pradesh as 
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a major river. Ultimately it joins Bay of Bengal after passing Srikakulam of 

Andhra Pradesh.  

Tanks 

Tanks occur in almost every village. Apart from the private tanks a 

large number of tanks are in Government possession. They are generally 

classified as Kata, Sagar, Bandh and Sara. Some of the historically famed 

water bodies are Asurgarh Sagar, Choriagarh Sagar, Rupra Sagar, 

Habaspur sagar, Khaliapali sagar, to name a few. The tanks are chiefly used 

for bathing, drinking, irrigation and pisciculture purposes depending on the 

popular needs of the locality.  

Dharamgarh Tahasil seems to have largest number of tanks compared 

to other Tahasils. Purusottam, Suratarangini and Ram Sagar are the 

important tanks located in the headquarters town of Bhawanipatna. 

Throughout the hill tracts of Kalahandi there are numerous hill streams. 

People 

The district has accommodated people of all religions. There is a large 

population of SC and ST population also. They co-exist happily. No 

communal violence has occurred till 2015. The intercaste relationship is 

noteworthy. Odia is the common language, thogh Kui and other tribal 

languages are also spoken. The language of Kalahandi is close to the 

language spoken in Western Odisha. The society is agrarian in nature and 

there is only one major industry at Lanjigarh. Rural economy was primary 

but now there is migration from villages to the urban area mainly for 

education, health care and to improve economic condition. People are fond 

of dress and ornaments. The Ghumura and Dav have distinctive features 

and have earned international fame. The Dalkhai and other types of songs 

and music are extremely lyrical and enjoyable. Chhatar jatra, Kalahandi 

Utsav, Nuakhai and Pus Parba are some of the important utsavs.  

Geology 

Major part of Kalahandi district is occupied by the Eastern ghat‘s mobile 

belt comprising Khondalite and Charnockite group of rocks and intrusive 

peninsular gneiss (older phase) of Archaean age. The south western part of 

the district is dotted with component of Bengal group of rock of Archaean 

age. Chhatisgarh group of rocks and numerous acidic to basic intrusive 

rocks of proterozoic age occur in the western part of the district. Granulites 

and the gneiss have suffered strong deformation by folding, faulting and high 

grade of metamorphism. The regional trend fluctuates from NNE-SSW to 

NNW-SSE, foliation dip being moderate to steep easterly. Almost the entire 

district is covered by consolidated hard rock, while small patches along Tel 

River in the North and in the Western plain east of Khariar plateau of 

Chhatisgarh group of rocks are covered by unconsolidated and semi- 

consolidated sediments. The rock types are described as follows. 
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The different litho-stratigraphic units met within this district are 

Basement gneiss, Charnockite and Khondalite suits of rocks, leptynite, 

anorthosite, granitoid gneiss; vein quartz, pegmatite, metadolerite, nepheline 

and hornblende syenite, sub-arkosic quartzite, shale, quartzite, laterite soil 

and alluvium of these rock types the position of charnockite, suite of rocks 

and also that of leptynite in time stratigraohic sequence is not very certain. 

However, from the evidences available till late, the following stratigraphic 

sequence has been worked out which, in future, may undergo modification. 

Distribution and Description of individual rock units are as follows: 

Basement Genesis 

 This rock type is exposed in the western part of the district between 

the plateau 250 m. and 1,000 m. It is pink and grey in colour and gneissose 

in texture and composed of mineral like feldspar, biotite, hornblende and 

pyroxene, Bands of Amphibolite, mica schist and quartzite occur in this rock. 

Andalusite and cordierite developed at the contact of this rock with the 

cuddapah slates indicating contact metamorphism of shales and thus the 

gneiss may be of post cuddapah in age although it has been correlated with 

the peninsular gneisses by the earlier workers. The Western plain in the east 

of Khariar plateau, Chhatisgarh group of rocks are covered by 

unconsolidated and semi-consolidated sediments, shale and conglomerate 

which overlaps on to the gneiss which is the basement of cuddapah garnet 

developed along its contact with Khondalite. 

Khondalite Group 

The Khondalite of group of rocks consists of graphite- sillimanite schist 

and gneiss, calciphyres, calc-granulite, quartzites and sillimanite quartzite. 

They are interbanded with charnokite and geneiss. The Khodalite group of 

rocks is widely exposed from the 910m hill towards south-east and from the 

western margin of the Eastern ghats. They occur as bands within the 

gneisses and charnokites. They are usually foliated and consist of minerals 

like quartz, garnet, sillimanite, and graphite. The trend of the foliation in 

these rocks is NNE-SSW.  

  Khondalite is the oldest litho unit observed in the district. These are 

moderate to coarse grained, mesocratic rocks, the colour varying from 

greyish brown to pink to reddish brown. Khondalite consists of essentially 

quartz, feldspar, garnet, mica, sillimaniteand graphite gneisses. At places 

these rocks are foliated and show well defined schistosity. Quartizite bands 

of variable thickness are often present with these khondalitea. At places 

Manganese bearing khondalites also occur. These rocks are very prone to 

decomposition and hence exposure of fresh rock is rare. These khondalites 

are intimately associated with calc silicate granulites and mafic/ pyroxene 

granulites. 



11 
 

At several place, the contact zones between khondalite and composite 

gneisses are magnetised. These rocks are occurring in low level as well as 

in high level in the area. In high level areas khondolite rocks from plateaus 

caped with bauxite bearing thick horizons of laterites as in Karlapat-

Polingpadar plateau, Baphalimali plateau and Kisanmali plateau. 

Charnockite Group 

The Charnockite group of rocks is well exposed near Bhawanipatna, 

Dharamgarh, Mahulpatna and at Ranmal. The members of this group are 

hypersthenes bearing rocks of acid and basic composition. They vary in 

colour from brownish to grey, usually coarse grained showing frequent 

occurrence of porphyritic felspars and garnet. Lenses and bands of 

pyroxene granulite occur in the charnockite suite rocks. 

Leptynite 

The granetiferous granite (Leptynite) occurs as lenses and bands within 

charnockite and khondalite suites of rocks in the hilly tracts. Leptynite 

contains porphyroblasts of feldspars, biotite, quartz and garnet. 

Intrusives-Anorthosite 

The khondalite and charnokite groups of rocks described earlier have 

been intruded by anorthosite near Jugsaipatna, Bandpani, Dharamgarh and 

Ghatikunduru and east of Kunduru. It occurs as discontinuous lenses within 

the host rock. In composition it ranges between norite and gabbro. It 

consists of plagioclase feldspar having 65% of anorthosite, garnet and 

pyroxene. 

Granite and Granitoid Geneiss 

These rocks are intrusive into Khondalite and charnockite suites of 

rocks. In the vicinity of Bhawanipatna, they are coarse grained, gneissose 

and contain large grains of pink feldspar and broken fragments of red 

garnets distributed within a dark coloured groundmass. At places these 

rocks have been crushed, pulverized due to intense pressure, resulting in to 

mylonite. These gneisses vary from coarse grained banded gneisses and 

typical injection gneisses to extremely massive granites and are 

characterized by abundance of red garnet. Vein quartz, pegmatite and 

amphibolites occur concordantly within the charnockite, anorthosite and 

granite gneiss. 

Gondwana Group 

Along the Kalahandi-Bolangir boundary, confined to the southern bank 

of Tel River, occur in small and detached outcrops of gritty and pebbly 

sandstone lithologically similar to the rocks of Talcher group of the 

Gondwana sequence. The sandstone is unfossiliferous, coarse grained and 

contains pebbles of geneiss.  
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Laterite 

Thick profile of laterite cap the hill ranges which consists of Khondalite 

suite of rocks. They occur at elevations of 600m and 900m.Thickness of this 

high level laterite profile vary from 24 to 60 m. Besides this Laterite low level 

laterite occurrences are also reported in the valley. The laterite cappings on 

khondalites as well as on purana shales contain deposits of bauxite beneath 

them. 

Mineral Depsits  

Bauxite, Graphite, quartz, Base metal, Manganese, beryl and gem 

stones are important mineral deposits (Fig I-1) of the district.  

Bauxite 

Bauxite of good quality occurs as blankets and lenses associated with 

laterite above khondalite occur near Baphalamali, Sijimali, Karlapat, east of 

Polingpadar, Kutrumali, Pasangmali, Kishnamali, and Niyamgiri near 

Lanjigarh. Graphite deposits in Khondalite occur around Aaniharan, 

Nerdikupa, Laharasada, Kankeri, Mansara and Kinipadar forming a small 

cluster in the North eastern part. In Baphalamali plateau area exposes 

mainly Khondolite suite of rocks with laterrites and bauxite. Laterites with 

bauxite occur as 20m to 30 m thick capping on the plateau. The colour of 

bauxite here is pinkish to reddish brown coloured. The total bauxite deposit 

of this plateau is 199 million tones and 20% of the deposit is in Kalahandi. In 

Kutrumali pinkish white to grey coloured bauxite of about 1 lakh tones is 

available as per conservative estimate. Karlapat- Polingpadar plateau 

extends from Karlapat village side in the north to north of Keluamali hill in the 

south. Bauxite is deposited in the plateau in the form of an elongated table 

land over a length of 10 km in early north- south direction at an altitude of 

1041 m above MSL, with the maximum and minimum width of 2.2 km and 

0.5 km respectively. Karlapat and Pollingpadar plateau are two separate 

plateaus linked by a narrow strip of non bauxite horizon of about 15 m width 

and have been dealt with as north Block and south Block respectively. 

Kisanmali plateau is in the form of an elongated table land over a length of 

4.5 km and average width of less than a kilo meter situated at an altitude of 

900 m above MSL. The thickness of the laterite capping varies from 2m to 

12m. 

Manganese 

Deposit of manganese ore in Kalahandi district stretches over a belt of 

27 km from near Minakhunti. These manganiferous horizons are confined to 

genetiferous quartz-sillimanite-graphite schists and khondalite at or near the 

junctions of the rocks with calc silicate rocks and quartzite. In these deposits, 

manganese occurs as nodules, stringers, pockets and tabular bodies varying 

in thickness from a few meters to 12 meters and above. The probable 

reserve of manganese has been estimated at one million ton of which about 
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60000 tonnes contain 40% manganese oxide and the rest of low grade. 

Manganese ore of psilomelane type also occurs around Madanpur. It is 

associated with Khondolite and contains cobalt from 100 to 500PPM. These 

deposits are found in the west of Bhaludungri hillock near Madanpur, 

Kurupadar and near Rangapadar. 

Graphite 

Graphite deposits in khondalite occur around Aaniharan and also near 
Buringpadar, Palam, Alom, Dudalu, Aranjharan, south of Kusumkal, 
Barabandha, Jamgura, Gunangbeda, Pipalpadar- Sespada, Kurupadar, 
Gourkella, Rampur, Chokobaheli, Haldipara, Pipadi, Nakjiri, Ganjapadar, 
Durbhata,Laharasada, Kankri, Mansara and kinipadar forming a small 
cluster in North eastern part. Graphite is noticed in disseminted, Banded and 
Lensoid, vein and stringer and pocket types in Kalahandi district. Grade of 
graphite varies from deposit to deposit and also within the same deposit. 

Fig-I-1 Mineral Map 
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Base Metal 

The occurrence of Base Metal (Galena with stains of copper mineral) is 

confined to Sisakhal area of the district. These Galena bearing 

quartz/pegmatite veins of the district are in Pipalpadar, Bijakhaman, 

Sisakhal, Bhaludungri chhak, Karnikhunti, Brahmanimunda, Legara, Palam, 

Murapala, Sanpara, Dangapara and Urlukupa. 

Sulphur 

Occurrence of Sulhpur was encountered in between the village 

Bracharan (83
0
31‘15‖ 20

0
03‘10‖) and Loharasada (83

0
31‘40‖ 20

0
02‘45‖). The 

sulphur is associated with basic granulite. 

Cal-Tufa and Lime Kankar 

In the district few uneconomic calcareous horizons (Lime Kankar and 

Cal-Tufa) have been observed at few places around Narla, M.Rampur, 

Bhawanipatna, Koksara, The occurrences are small, isolated and do not 

have much economic importance. Several sporadic patches of concretionary 

limestone occur in the hill slope of Churaparbat near Keogaon area. Dirty 

white to grey in coloured, massive, hard, porous, concretionary and 

cavernous calc-tufa/travertine are seen in association with dark Cuddapah 

Shales. These deposits mostly occur as lenses or pockets and are mostly 

found near the narrow stream channels.  

Precious and Semiprecious Stones 

A variety of precious and semi precious stones occur in Kalahandi 

district. They include Corundum (Ruby), Iolite, Garnet (Hessonite, rhodolite, 

almandine), Zircon, Chrysoberyl, Cat‘s eye, beryl (aquamarine), apatite, 

topaz, quartz (amethyst) etc. 

a. In Jillingdara- Hinjligahal belt ruby mostly red to blood red in colour of 

clarity and cluster is found. This belt extends for a length of 15 km. 

Ruby occurs in the alluvial zone of altered meta-pyroxene below an 

alluvial over burden of 0.5 m to 4 m thickness. 

b. In Bandogurrah- Orobahal- Urharanga cluster Iolite, deep blue in 

colour showing dichroism occurs in association with corierite gneiss. 

c. Hessonite Garnet and Zircon have been found from Ghatpada in the 

alluvial of calc granulites and granite gneiss contact as well as from 

pegmatites within the calc/ granulites.  

d. Chrysoberyl, Cat‘s eye have been found in Sirjapali. 

e. Occurrence of Garnet (rhodolite and almandine) associated with meta-

pelitic schist have been recorded at Banjipadar- Sargiguda belt. Blue 

Corundum, enstalite Cat‘s eye, apatite and aquamarine have also 

been recorded from these pockets. 
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f. In Tiljodi- Karatikli belt aquamarine, topaz and amethyst occur in 

zoned pegmatite at the contact of quartz core in the feldspar rich zone 

along the foot wall side of the vein. 

g.  In Dharamgarh- Kebari belt enstatite Cat‘s eye occur in association 

with metaperidotite. These show green to golden yellow diachroism. 

h.  Besides the above, Corrundum / Ruby also occurrs in Temri and 

Kulihariguda, Iolite in Khairpadar, Kamalabari, Bagbahal, Padampur, 

Dumerbahal, Latabaanji, Ramchandrapur, Dumbbasa and Purnapani, 

green and water melon tourmaline is found near Padampur and 

Garnet is found in Dumerbahal, Chichia, Dekot, Karanjkot and 

Ganjapada village. 

Forests 

Consequent upon reorganization of Forest Division since 01.10.2003, 

the erstwhile Kalahandi Forest Division is bifurcated into two Divisions 

namely Kalahandi North Division and South Division. The geographical area 

of Kalahandi District is 7920 Sq.kms approximately. The area of Kalahandi 

North and South Division are having 3850 sq. kms and 4070 sq. kms each 

respectively. Most of the areas of Bhawanipatna sub-division and a small 

portion of Dharamgarh sub-division constitute North Forest Division (Fig I-2) 

and the rest of the area belongs to South forest division (FIG I-3s) of 

Kalahandi. Bhawanipatna being the district headquarters, these two 

divisions and the office of the regional chief conservator of Forest, 

Bhawanipatna circle are located at Bhawanipatna. Kalahandi district is 

having 97 Reserve Forests covering an area of 144903 hectares. Out of this 

43 reserve forests covering 82614 hectares come under North Division and 

53 reserve forests covering an area of 62289 hectares come under South 

Division. There are 40 proposed reserve forests in the district covering an 

area of 48551 hectares. There are 40 village forests with an area of 299.652 

hectares, 54.02 hectares of unclassified forest and 28655 hectares of 

revenue forest in the district. There are 1114 forest fringe villages and forest 

dwellers of those villages depend primarily on the forest. Three hundred 

seventy seven Vana Surakhya Samities have been formed and are 

strengthened in the district. These samities are taking care of 19752.43 

hectares of forest inclusive some of revenue forest.  As per Forest Right Act 

-2006, 10394 number of titles (3854 of north division and 6540 of south 

division) have been issued to the individuals with an area of 6455 hectares  

(2350 hectares in North and 4195 hectares of South Division) and 177 

numbers of titles (59 of North and 118 of South Division) have been issued 

to community over an area of 9906 hectares ( 3135 hectares in North and 

5771 hectares in South division (Fig I-2 and I-3). 

  



16 
 

Fig-I-2 North Division 
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Fig I-3 Forest of South Division 
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The Category of Forests 

Sal Forests 

 The Sal (Shorea robusta) forest is of a moderately moist type. It 

corresponds, more or less, with Champions Moist Penisular Sal. The quality 

is for the most part IV/III and passes into III quality over considerable areas 

in Lanjigarh and Madanpur-Rampur and very occasionally attains quality II in 

the latter forests. The percentage of Sal is generally over 80 in these forests 

and at places reaches 90 per cent. The common associates of Sal (Shorea 

robusta) are chiefly Asan (Terminalia tomentosa), Dhaura (Anogeissus 

latifolia), Jamun (Eugenia Jambolana), Kendu (Diospyros melanoxylon), 

Bahara (Terminalia belerica), Harida (Terminalia chebula), Kusum 

(Schleichera trijuga), Mohul (Madhca Latifolia), Kasi (Bridelia retusa) , Bija 

(Pterocarpus marsupium) and Kurum (Adina cordifolia). It should be pointed 

out that Tangan (Xylia xylocarpa) is of widespread occurrence, and is often 

locally abundant in parts of Karlapat, Lanjigarh and in Madanpur-Rampur. 

Bija (Pterocarpus marsupium) is also noticeably common in parts of 

Madanpur-Rampur. 

Dry Mixed Forest 

The principal species which go to make up dry mixed forest are Asan, 

Mahul, Harida, Dhaura, Bahara, Kasi, Jamun, Bija, Bandhan, and Sisu 

(Dalbergia Latifolia), Kusuma, Mundi, Mai, Amala (Phyllanthus umblica), Bel, 

Simul, Haldu, Kotkol Ambada,Ankuleon alluvium and lower slopes,  and 

Khari and Bheruon the calcareous soils and eroded ravines Rohiniis also 

found. Besides Grewia, Albizzia and many other species also occur. Te-

Albizzia stipulate is extremely common along the hilly streams above 60 

meters of sea level. Tangan also occurs in the dry mixed forests, but does 

not attain a large size.  

Just as Sal shows a preference for the more acid rocks, the dry mixed 

forest grows with the basic rocks. Hence, the vegetation on the escarpment 

generally partakes of the nature of dry mixed forests (often shrubby), with or 

without bamboos, where hornblende-schist is the common rock type, and 

Sal (Shorea robusta) is almost invariably absent. 

Bamboo Forest 

The only bamboo of any importance is the Salia bans (Dendrocalamus 

strictus). Here and there, it forms virtually pure patches, as on some of the 

gudia areas in the hills, but even there, it commonly constitutes small 

consociations surrounded by mixed forest and sometimes by Sal (Shorea 

robusta) where the underlying rock is Khondalite, or where the more basic 

parent rock (Charnockite or horneblende-schist) has not been expressively 

exposed. The most extensive areas under this type are to be found in 
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Madanpur Rampur and Lanjigarh, Where the areas are appreciable. 

Elsewhere, as already stated, it occurs in small patches or in admixture with 

other classes of forest, generally the dry mixed type. 

Teak Forest 

There was a time when there was considerable quantity of teak, most 

of it short-boled yielding clean timber in little amount and situated in the 

village lands and the adjacent jungle in the valley of the Tel in the north and 

north-west of Kalahandi. Unfortunately, such a statement can no longer be 

made now since the bulk of the teak disappeared in an orgy of destruction. 

One of the reasons is granting to villagers the right to trees standing on their 

own holdings. Most important reason is deforestation by a powerful lobby. In 

consequence, there is now almost little teak left in Kalahandi. Whatever still 

exists in the reserved forests is of no great importance as regards quantity 

and is of poor quality. 

Special mention may be made of a few individual species of interest 

which occur outside the reserved forests. Anogeissus acuminate, locally 

known as Phasi or kin occurs scattered along the bank of the Tel and 

several of its feeders, notably the Sagoda Nala, as far as the base of the 

escarpment. Some individuals attain large dimensions. Champa (Michelia 

chamaca) occurs sparingly throughout the southern hill tracts, generally at 

the heads of the valleys over 762 meters and more usually about 915 

meters. Vitex quinata and Picrasma Javanensis are two very rare trees 

which are found in the southern highlands. The former is fairly widely 

dispersed and occurs near streams above 915 meters, while the latter is 

only found at Sagbari near Sunger. 

Flora/ Botanical Division and Rare Types of Flora 

The district remains botanically under-explored, but for a few collection 

works undertaken by the Botanical survey of India. H.H. Haines had sent his 

collectors who were reported to have visited the northern parts of the district. 

H.F. Mooney, the then Forest Advisor to the State Government, had once 

visited the whole of Kashipur, Thuamul Rampur, Mahulpatna and Karlapat 

areas. Dr.S.K. Mukherjee of the Indian Botanical Garden had visited 

Bhawnaipatna and its neighborhood. 

The geology, topography, climate and the soil have a close bearing on 

the nature of vegetation. Above all, men‘s influence on the flora cannot be 

underestimated. The one time densely wooded tracts on the high hills of 

Kalahandi is reduced to mere bamboo and dry mixed scrub in no time 

through denudation brought about by shifting cultivation and may other 

activities. 

The flora of ravines and valleys is evergreen and where ever few small 

patches of reserve forest occur, the crop inside is pure Sal (Shorea robusta) 
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or plateau sal. The adjacent hill sides are covered with grass and mixed 

forest with no trace of sal (Shorea robusta). 

Sal (Shorea rubusta) tends to occur in isolated patches due to the 

influence of man and as such it is only a relic in the areas wherever it is 

found. It extends a short distance towards south and ceases at about 18‘ 30‘‘ 

north. The flora was described under the following five regional types on the 

basis of altitude which plays an important part. 

a. The outer slopes of plateau (330 to 650 m.) 

b. Open valleys of main plateau (680 to 1000 m.) 

c. The ravines between 800 to 1100 m. 

d. Upper slopes of higher hills (800 to 1100m.) and  

e. High plateau (1100 to 1300 m.) 

The forest  found on the outer slopes of the plateaus is essentially a dry 

mixed deciduous forest with characteristic species of Acacia lenticularis, 

Anogeissus latifolia, Cleistanthus collinus, Dalbergia latifolia, Pterocarpus 

marsupium, Facourtia ramantchi, Stereospermum sauveolens, Spondias 

mangifera and Dendrocalamus strictus (common bamboo) with Nyctanthes 

arbortristis and Petalidium barlerioides as typical shrubs. Eranthemum 

lurpurascens is a conspicuous herb. On the drier and rocky sites are found 

trees like Bursera serrata, Butea superb, cochlospermum gossypium, 

Euphorbia nivulia and Sterculia urens., Adina cordifolia, Alangium 

salviifolium, Antidesma diandrum, Garuga pinnata, Helinus lanceolateus, 

Ixora parviflora, Justicia betonica, Hymenodictyom, excelsum, Fluggea 

obovata and ventilago madaraspatanaare found in the slightly moist siteson 

lower slopes. Common grasses are Amphilophis globra, Apluda varia, 

Eragrostis interrupta, Heteropogon contortus, Themeda triandra and T.Laxa, 

the last named plant being abundant and gregarious species. Cheilanthes 

tenuifolia is the common fern at these altitudes. This type of mixed forest 

changes to Sal on the red soil when one reaches the plateau on the crest of 

Karlapat and Thuamul where Sal is accompanied by Xylia xylocarpa. 

The more open valleys above 800 m. are cultivated but almost in all 

areas a stream fringed with trees flows down in the centre of each valley. 

Albizzia stipulata, Cedrela toona, Cipadessa fruticosa, Ficus glomerata, 

Mangifera indica, Salix Tetrasperma and Trema politoria are abundant along 

the course of the streams. These are often accompanied by Albizzia 

procera, Brevnia rhamnoides, Bursera serrata, Callicarpa arborea, 

Clemateis gouriana, Clerodendrum infortunatum, Combretum decandrum, 

Derris scandens, Elaeocarpus robustus, Ficus cunia, Moghania semialata, 

Floscopa scandens, Jasminum arborescens, Linoceora intermedia, Mallotus 

philippinensis, Milia composite, Michelia champaca, Plectranthus coetsa, 

Reinwardtia trigyna, Smilax macrophylla, Sterculia colorata, Vitex 
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leucoxylon, V. heterophylla, Vangueria pubescens and Zyzyphus rugosa 

forming the shrubby elements of the flora. The lower slopes in the valleys 

are scattered with trees like Ailanthus excelsa, Anthocephalus cadamba, 

Bauhinia retusa, Bombax malabaricum, Bridelial retusa, Butea frendosa, 

Careya arborea, Holarrhena antidysnterica, Schleichera oleosa, Syzygium 

cumini, S. Operculatum, Terminalia belerica and T.Tomentosa. Trewia 

mudiflora was seen along the Indravati in some abundance below 

Mahulpatna where Glycosmis cochinchinesis on the banks. Bischofia 

javanica also exists here. Aristida setacea and pennisetum hohenackeri are 

the two grasses growing in abundance throughout the area, latter being 

more common in clayey bottoms. Along the Nalas are found Apluda varia, 

Heteropogon contortus, Themeda triandra, Polytoca barbata, Sorghum 

halepense while Saccharum sponttaneum and phargmites karka are found 

in the beds of Nalas along with Imperata cylindrica in water logging areas. 

Several ferns like Blechnum orientale, Anisogonium casulentum, 

Nephrodium molle, N. moulmeinensis and N. proliferum are frequentalong 

the streams. Solanum torvum is remarkably common on the highlands of 

Mahulpatna. The Mahua tree Madhuca indicais is absent in the southern 

plateau in Thuamul Rampur. It is common in Mandibisi and on the Northen 

slopes of the pateau of Karlapatbut is absent elsewhere. Xylia xylocarpa is 

most abundant in north and west of Karlapat. Thuamul and Mahulpatna and 

on the summit of Jherka hill at a height of 1200 meters.Cosmos caudatus 

and Bides pilosa are two introduced weeds in the fallow fields after shifting 

cultivation.,Tridax procumbensAgeratum conzoides, Celosia argentea, and 

Scoparia dulcis and other weeds are also seen in this area. 

The ravines between 800-1000 meters comprise the upper courses of 

numerous perennial streams. For most part they are narrow glens of steep 

gradient. The moist ever green type of vegetation they bear, does not extend 

far on either side of the stream. The flora has more affinity to Madras flora 

and comprise characteristic species, viz., Actinodaphne angustifolia, Amoora 

spectabilis, Andendron paniculatum, Ardisia depressa, A. solenacea, 

Artocarpus lakoocha, Barleria strigosa, Boehmeria platyphylla, caryota urens 

and  calamus sp., Citrus medica( frequent in thickness along the streams), 

Cleistanthus patulus,Clematis smilacifolia, Colebrookea oppositifolia, 

Diclipyera bupleuroides, Disporum pullum, Entada scandens, Ficus 

macrophylla, Heynea trijuga, Hoya pendula, Gnetum scandens, Impatiens 

chinensis, Licuala peltata, Linoceiria, Osbeckia rostrata, Phaylopsis 

parviflora, phrynium capitatum, Phyllochlamys spinosa, Pile scripta, 

Pittosperum floribundum, Plecospemum spinosum, Pouzolixia bennettiana, 

Pygeum acuminatum, Rhaphidophora hookeri, Rubia cordifolia, 

Rubusellipticus, R. Lasiocarpus, Scheffera roxburghii, Seleria 

cochinchinensis, Senecio corymobsa, Sideroxylon tomentosum, Strobilantes 

circarensis, S.consanquineus, S. jeyporensis, S. Neilgherrenis, Symplocos 
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spicata, Tragia involucrate, Villenbrunea frutescens, Xylosoma longifolium 

and Zizyphus funiculosa, etc. Typical grasses are Capillipedium assimile, 

Centotheca lappacea, Cyrtococcum, pallens, Ischne elegans, Microstegium 

ciliatum, oplismenus composiyus, Panicum montanu and Thysanolaena 

maxima. There are many ferns lke Alosophilia clabra, C. spinulosa, 

Angiopteris cyecta, Asplenium lunulatum, A. unilateale, Leptochilus 

sculpuratus, virens, Nephrodium cochleatum, N. molle, N. tenericaule, Pteris 

biaurita and Odontosoria chinensis etc. Tree ferns are seen in several areas. 

The higher slopes between 1000- 1150 m. were formerly covered with 

a moister type of vegetation than at present. Constant felling and burning for 

shifting cultivation leaves the areas denuded of ever green species and the 

vegetation assumes a xerophilous aspect. A typical Hill Sal is seen in 

Goyalkhoj where Syzygium cumini, Bauhinia retusa are common and 

Albizzia stipulate, Cedrela toona and Xylia in the overwood. The 

undergrowth is Alstonia venatus, Boehmeria platyphylla, Indigofera pulchella 

with few grasses like Capillipedium setaria plicate and Theysanoaena. Sal 

reproduction is profuse. The more characteristic species of the upper slopes 

are Acacia canescens, A. torta, Aniscochilus carnosus, Aegle marmelos, 

Bauhinia variegate, B. vahlii, Cissampelus carnosus, Dalbergia volubilis, 

Dysophylla quadrifolia, Emblica officinalis, Helicters isora, Hemigraphis 

Laterbrosa, Kydia calycina, Lepiddagathis cuspdata, Millettia ayriclata, 

Morinda tinvtoria, petalidium, barleriodes, Thalictrum loliosum(over100m), 

Trema politoria,Vernonia divergens, Vicoa cernua, Wedelia wallichii, 

Woodfordia fruticosa, Zizphus zylopyrus etc. Arundinella hilocoides, A. 

punila, A. setosa, Bothriochloa intermedia, Ischaemum artisatum are the 

grasses seen there. Pteridium acuilium was common above 800m, under 

shade Lepidagathis cuspidate is abundant on dry slopes above 1000m. 

Hill slopes ranging 1200-1300m height are for the most part flat laterite 

plateaus; some are extensive as in Sijimali (1330m) and others like 

Sasobohu mali hill (1200m) and Jerka hills are pats. These are dry except 

during rains when they become grassy expanses and much resorted to 

pasturage. A few stunted tree species are found along water courses. 

Karlapat and Jherka hills are wooded with sal at 1300m. More typical 

species of these hill tops are Callicarpa arborea, Crepis acaulis, Dillenia 

pentagyna, Ehretia laevis, Elaeodendron glaucum, Gardenia gummifera, G. 

latifolia, Grewia tiliaefolia, Hemalium nepalense, Memecylon edule, 

Neolitsea foliosa, Pterocarpus marrsupium, Shorea robusta, Moghania 

congesta, Thunbulgia fragrans, along with Terminalia chebula, T. tomentosa, 

Tricholepis stictocarpum, Wendlandia glabrata etc. The sedge, Carex 

buccans, was collected in Karlapat hill and Pustiguda valley. Grasses like 

Cymbopogon martini, Themeda triandra and Arundinella setosa are 

abundantin the plateau at these altitudes. Narenga Porphyrolana, 
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Ischaemum artistatum, Eriocaulon seiboldianum and Droseraburmannihave 

been  collected at this elevation have been collected at 1300 m. 

Medicinal Plants 

Kalahandi is rich in plant diversity and there are several species of 

Medicinal plants available in the forests. Kalahandi preserves many 

threatened medicinal plants of the state(Table I-1). Details of some ethno 

medicinal plants are given in table I-2.  

Threatened Medicinal Plants 

Threat status of medicinal plants of Odisha were assessed during 

October 2007 as per IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature 

and Natural Resources) red list criteria and 41 medicinal plant species were 

assessed to be threatened under different categories in the State, out of 

which 4 species belong to Mangrove forest and out of rest 37 species, 30 

medicinal plant species (Table I-1) are available in Kalahandi District. Few 

more threatened species can be located after a thorough survey of flora in 

the District.  

Table I -1Threatened Medicinal Plants 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Botanical name Local Name Habit Threat 
Status 

Important forest 
Location 

1 Aphanamixis polystachya 
(Wall) RN Parker 

Pani Kusum Tree VU Karlapat 

2 Blepharispermum 
subsessile DC 

Rasnajadi Herb EN Sahajbahal 

3 Caesalpinia digyna Rottl Kanthi Shrub VU Karlapat 
Ghana 

4 Celastrus paniculatus Willd Phutkel, Pengu Creeper VU Karlapat Ghana 
Niyamgiri 

5 Cordia macleodii (Grif) Hook 
f. andThoms 

Sambarsinga Tree EN Biripura 

6 Cycas circinalis Linn Arguna Small Tree VU Urladani 
7 Eulophia spectabilis (Den) 

Suresh 
Chhuriakanda Herb NT Karlapat 

8 Embelia tsjeriam-cotta m 
Roemand Schult DC 

Vai Vidanga Shrub VU Ghana 
Karlapat 

9 Garcinia xanthochymus 
HKF 

Sitambu Tree VU Karlapat 

10 Gardenia gummifera L.F. San Kurlu Big Shrub VU Karlapat Ghana 
11 Gloriosa superba Linn Puraphool Creeper EN Ghana Karlapat 

Niyamgiri 
12 Gnetum ula Brongn Mirigalandi Creeper VU Khambesi 

Niyamgiri 
Nachunigurha 

13 Litsea glutinosa (Lour) 
Robbins 

Maeda Tree VU Ghana 
Khambesi 
Karlapat 

14 Opereculina turpethum (L) 
Silva-Manso 

Tihudi Creeper VU Karlapat 
Ghana 
 

15 Oroxylum indicum (L) Vent Phanaphana Tree EN Karlapat 
Ghana 
Khambesi 

16 Paederia foetida Limn Prasarani Creeper VU Ghana 
17 Piper longum Limn Pippali Creeper EN Urladani 
18 Pterocarpus marsupium 

Roxb 
Bija Tree EN All most all Forest 
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19 Pueraria tuberosa (wild) DC Bhuin- Kakharu Creeper VU All most all Forest 
20 Rauvolfia serpentina (L) 

Benth ex kurz 
Bhuin Keruan 
Patalgarud 

Shrub EN Karlapat Ghana 
Niyamgiri 

21 Saraca asoca Roxbde 
Willde 

Ashoka Tree CR Khambesi 
Niyamgiri 
Nachunigurha 

22 Schrebera swietenioides 
Roxb 

Makha Tree VU Ghana Karlapat 

23 Scindapsusofficinalis Roxb Gaja Pippali Creeper VU Karlapat 
24 Stemona tuberosa Lour Kelia kanda  Creeper VU Karlapat Ghana 
25 Stereospermum 

chelonoides 
Padhel Tree EN Almost all Forest 

26 Strychnos potatorum L.F Kaya Tree VU Karlapat, 
Chhatikuda VF 

27 Symplocos racemosaRoxb Lodha Tree CR Karlapat Ghana 
Churapahad 

28 Uraria picta(Jacq) Desv ex 
DC 

Krushnapanni Shrub EN Ghana Karlapat 

29 Zanthoxylum rhetsa 
(Roxb)DC 

Morei Tree VU Karlapat Ghana 

30 Zanthoxylum armatum DC Ranabel Tree VU Karlapat Ghana 

Abbreviations- CR- Critically Endangered, EN-Endangered, VU-

Vulnerable, NT-Near Threatened.  

Sources Proceeding of National Seminar on ―Conservation Assessment 

Management Prioritization‖ (October 2007) published by Regional Plant 

Center, Bhubaneswar; Flora of Niyamgiri, ―Indian Forester‖ July 2008; – 

‗Loka Chikitchha‟ by Sri Biswanath Hota, Bhawanipatna, (a bi monthly 

magazine Bana Ausadhi) collected and published from time to time . 

Table I-2 Some Important Ethno-medicinal plants 

 

Sl. 
No 

Botanical Name Local Name Habit Parts 
used 

Disease 

1 Cordia macleodii (Griff) 
Hook. f. and Thoms 

Sambarsinga Tree Leaves Cut wound 

2 Blepharispermum 
subsessile DC 

Rasnajadi Shrub Roots Rheumatic 
disorders 

3 Symphorema polyandrum 
Wight 

Badichang Shrub Seeds Snake bite 

4 Homalium nepalense 
Benth 

Ghulijhikar Tree Bark Malaria 

5 Pittospermum wightii 
AKMukh 

Deshandh Tree Bark Backache 

6 Dalbergia volubilis Roxb Birjukhadi Shrub Roots Green 
diarrhoea of 
children 

7 Peucedanum nagpurense 
(CI) Prain 

Bansigopal Herb Tuber Enlarged 
spleen 

8 Ceriscoides turgida (Roxb) 
Tirveng 

Pendra Tree Root 
bark 

Bleeding piles 

9 Smilax zeylanicaL. Muturi Creeper Roots For fertility 

10 Wattakaka volubilis (Lf.) 
Stapf 

Mendhamund Creeper Roots Rheumatic 
disorders 

Sources: ‗Odishara Birala O Bipanna Aushadhiya Brukshyalata‟ by Sri Biswanath Hota 

published by State Medicinal Plant Board-2012. 
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Some of the commercially rich available medicinal plants are Harida, 

Bahada, Amla, Dhatuki, Neem, Bhuin Neem, Manjistha, Bael, Rasana, 

Sunari, Ananta Mula, Arjun, Basanga, Nirgundi, Talmuli, Bhrunjaraj, Brahmi, 

Tihudi, Maeda, Sarpagandha (Patalgaruda), etc. Forest dwellers of the 

district are dependent on forest for collection of Non Timber forest products 

including the medicinal plants for livelihood. There is need for proper 

harnessing/ marketing of Medicinal plants and to preserve endangered 

species in scientific way. 

Broad Effects of Government Forest Policy 

Till 1905, Kalahandi ex-State was in the jurisdiction of the Political 

Agent at Raipur and the first effort towards forest conservancy was initiated 

by the Commissioner of Chhattisgarh States after the melee of 1883. But no 

tangible progress could be made in the matter of reserving forests and 

wastelands till 1905. That small scattered Blocks of forests were 

demarcated, which constituted the only reserves in the hill Zamindaries till 

1949. With the creation of the post of Agency Forest Adviser for Orissa 

Feudatory States, the real forest conservancy and management started.  

Till 1949-50, when the first provisional working plan for scientific 

management of reserved forests of Kalahandi division was drawn up, the 

forests were being worked under the advice of the Agency Forest Adviser 

mostly on royalty basis to large firms like B.T.T. Co. and D.N. Dutta and Co. 

In the plains, some areas were being worked under coppice system to meet 

the needs of tenants; Bamboos were not leased out on a long term basis 

although this was advised by the Agency Forest Adviser. With the 

introduction of the new plan, after merger, the forests are being managed on 

a scientific system for a sustained yield. The old system of sale on royalty 

was discontinued and coupes were sold in open auction. Long term leases 

for bamboos were given for a period of 9 years to the Orissa Paper Mills 

from the year 1954-55. The minor forest produces like broom sticks sabai 

grass and Kendu leaves fetched a good amount of revenue on auction sale 

The Zamindary forests of this division with an area of 175 sq. miles 

(453 sq. km.), was vested to the State Government on the 27
th
November 

1952 with the abolition of the Estates. These rich forests which were almost 

intact and were under the Durbar management until the date of merger and 

some Khalsa areas were managed according to the new plan. 

In the plains, the village forests which have been rendered desolate 

due to indiscriminate felling by the local tenants both for fuel and agriculture, 

needed immediate rehabilitation. 
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Podu Prevention -Though the podu areas are being covered by 

plantation no special machinery has been set up to prevent podu cultivation 

in the forest areas. 

No information is available relating to the measures taken for 

preservation of wild life in the ex-State of Kalahandi. The shooting and 

hunting of wild animals and birds after its merger were used to be regulated 

under the provisions of the wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912 and 

the Orissa Government Reserved Forests Shooting Rules 1938. The Orissa 

Forest Shooting Rules 1973 framed under the Orissa Forest Act 1972 apply 

to all the reserved and protected forests of Orissa. The various provisions 

embodied in the above statutes are strictly enforced for the protection of the 

wildlife in the district. 

Fauna 

The forest was reputed for the abundance of wild fauna-both herbivore 

and carnivore. Extension of cultivation, laxity in the enforcement of game 

laws and liberal use of fire arms by villagers and shikaris (hunters) have 

contributed towards fast disappearance of herbivore population. This has 

precariously upset the equilibrium in nature compelling the carnivore like 

tigers to take to man-eating on a menacing scale. 

Zoological types / Mammal 

Writing in 1907 Cobden-Ramsay in his Gazetteer of the Orissa 

feudatory States points out, ―The elephant (Elephas maximums indicus), 

however, does not generally range south of the Mahanadi although fairly 

numerous in the central and north-eastern portion of the tract. A few stray 

ones occasionally cross the Mahanadi into the state of bound, but practically 

never further south. In 1907, a few stray elephants appeared in the State of 

Kalahandi for a few days and the occurrence was reported in the most 

unusual manner. At present, however, the elephants are not common in 

Kalahandi and as per the elephant census of 2015 there are only 29 

numbers of elephants in Kalahandi which include 19 in north forest division 

and 10 in south forest division. Elephant is migratory in nature and use to 

migrate to neighboring districts; its exact number is difficult to be calculated)  

Kalahandi forests is having varieties of flora and fauna like elephant, 

leopard, black panther, Gaur, Sambhar, barking deer, spotted deer Indian 

wolf, wild dog, wild pig, sloth bear, Jackal, Monkey, Hyna, Langur, Malbar 

giant squirrel, Pangolin etc, varieties of birds like pea fawl, peacock, hornbill, 

Red jungle fowl, partridges, Spur fowl, Hill Maina, Brahminy kite etc, and 

reptilian fauna includes Mugger, crocodile, Monitor Lizard are found. Among 

the Reptiles Cobra, Russel Viper, common krait, branded krait, python, rat 

snake, common lizard, Chameleon,  Monitor Lizard etc. Among the AVES, 
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there are Hawks, kites, pheasant, partridge, kuails, doves, Indian red jungle 

fowl, parrot, Hornbill, Barbets, Parakeets, cuckoos, Night jars, Kingfisher, 

Bee eaters, Barbets, Wood packer, cranes, sand pipers, snipers etc. 

The Indian bison (Bosgaurus) usually called gayal occurs in the denser 

and remoter forests and was said to be numerous in the high hills of 

Kalahandi. It is prone to retire in the rains in the hills during the day to avoid 

the flies and comes down at night to feed on the young grass. A very retiring 

animal, it lives in small herds with generally a fine bull in charge.‖ 

Unfortunately in Karlapat region, where it was in high number, is no longer 

seen. This is despite the fact that due to habitation of Gayal a specific zone 

near Karlapat is known as Gayal khoj. 

The Sambhar (Cervus unicolor) a forest-loving animal generally 

frequents the high and thick inaccessible hills. The largest among the Indian 

deer, it is nocturnal in habit. It returns to the hill tops during the day to 

choose a shady corner to escape the heat. Good Sambhar heads are a 

rarity as the horns do not attain luxuriant dimensions. 

The Black buck antelope (Antelope cervicapra) was reported to be 

uncommon in Raipur by Nelson in the District Gazetteers. But Cobden-

Ramsay mentions the occurrence of the animal only in Kalahandi State. It is 

declared as a protected species as their number is rapidly dwindling. 

The spotted deer (Axix axis) known as chital is very common. 

Gregarious in habit; it is less nocturnal than the Sambhar. Preferring low 

lying lands close to water sources, it is careless of the neighborhood of man 

and therefore falls prey to shikaris aiming from a water hole. Shedding of 

horns, said to be in July and August, is extremely irregular. They seldom 

choose more hilly tracts for their habitat. 

The Indian mouse deer (Tragulus meninna), the smallest of its tribe is 

met with, but owing to its diminutive size is seldom seen. It stands 25 to 30 

centimeters at the withers and its colour is brown with white or buff spots 

and longitudinal stripes. In Kalahandi it is generally known as Kebri. 

The Indian hare (Lepus nigricollis) is the only hare found, though 

uncommon. It prefers bushy jungles to thick forests. Its flesh is fairly 

delicious except in the hot and rainy seasons when they are more or less 

infected by the grub of a species of Bot fly. 

The tiger (Panthera tigris) was fairly numerous and was greatly 

destructive to human life. The great majority is game killers, some cattle 

killers and others are man-eaters. Death toll due to wild animals and 

particularly tigers were fairly large, though of late, their number has greatly 

reduced. In many places where they were a sure find have practically 

vanished now. Their number was recorded at 41 in the enumeration in 1968, 
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which was reduced to 17(Kalahandi Forest Division 12, and Khariar Forest 

Division 5) in 1972. It is no longer seen in 2015 in neither North nor South 

Forest division of Kalahandi and even in Karlapat sanctuary despite being 

declared as a protected species(as per the report of Forest department). 

The panther or leopard, Chita (Panthera pardus) was found in 

considerable number and is of varied size. It is bolder and more sneaking 

than a tiger. To add to this, its climbing habit makes it a greater menace. It 

lifts cattle and other domesticated animals freely from villages and attacks 

men while watching their fields. The leopard is killed by wild dogs. (As per 

2015 wild animal census there are 20 leopards in south forest division of 

Kalahandi).  The Hyena is common. It is a nocturnal animal, feeding chiefly 

on carrion. It carries dogs and goats at times.The wolf is very rare and does 

a fair amount of damage to sheep and goats while grazing. More than two 

are seldom seen together, the packs having been broken up. The wild dog 

(Cuon alpinus) was numerous but its number has been drastically reduced. 

The jackal (Conis aureus) is very common. It avoids heavy forests and 

chiefly inhabits the scrub-jungle near villages.The fox (Vulpes bengalnsis) is 

common in the open areas as it avoids heavy woods. The sloth bear 

(Melursus ursinus) is found all over the forests generally in caves and in the 

plain areas of the Udanti valley in greater number. It lives on the Mahua 

(Basia latifolia) flowers, berries and white ants but now and again one 

develops carnivorous tendencies. They seldom attack people except when 

taken by surprise. The Indian boar (Sus eristatus) is extremely destructive to 

crops. (As per 2015 wild animal census there are 53 sloth bear in north 

forest division and 84 in south forest division) 

Crocodiles are found in the gorge of the rivers. Crocodiles and big fish 

are also reported to occur in the mountainous ravines over the mountain 

plateaus. As the crocodiles are wantonly killed for their skin, to save it from 

complete extinction, it has been declared as a protected species. 

Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary 

Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary coming under Kalahandi South Division, 

extending 175 sq.km, is a small but beautiful sanctuary famous for lush 

green dry deciduous forest, varieties of flora and fauna like tiger, elephant, 

leopard, black panther, Gaur, Sambar, barking deer, Indian wolf, wild dog, 

wild pig, sloth bear, Malbar giant squirrel, Pangolin etc, varieties of birds like 

pea fowl, peacock, hornbill, red  jungle fowl, partridges , spur fowl, Hill 

Maina, Brahminy kite etc, and reptilian fauna includes Mugger, crocodile, 

monitor lizard are found. Among the reptiles cobra, russel viper, common 

krait, branded krait, python, rat snake, common lizard, chameleon, monitor 

Lizard etc. Among the AVES, there are Hawks, kites, pheasant, partridge, 

quails, doves, Indianred jungle fowl, parrot, hornbill, barbets, parakeets, 
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cuckoos, night jars, kingfisher, bee eaters, barbets, wood packer, cranes, 

sand pipers, snipers etc.. The Forest consists of flora like Sal, Bija, Asan, 

Harida, Amala, Bahada, Bamboo patches and varieties of medicinal plants. 

This sanctuary starts 12 kms from Bhawanipatna in Bhawanipatna- Thuamul 

Rampur road. 

This Sanctuary was first notified in 1969 by the conservator of Forest 

and was formally notified under Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 in 1992. The 

undulated topography of the Sanctuary, with hills, valleys and perennial 

streams including Sagada river and its tributaries with deep water pools in 

places gives it unique charm. There are many small and big charming 

waterfalls inside the Sanctuary like Phurlijharan, Ghusrigudi, Khandualdhara, 

etc. The natural beauty, wildlife and tribal life are fascinating attraction of the 

Sanctuary. There are 12 numbers of revenue villages located inside the 

Sanctuary. The Phurlijharan Waterfall has been developed as a picnic spot. 

In the heart of the Sanctuary at Jakam there is a Wooden Forest guest 

house and an observation tower.  

Climate and Rainfall 

There is a meteorological observatory at Regional Research Centre of 

OUAT at Bhawanipatna. From the state level also the district receives 

reports on weather forecast and climate conditions. The climate is more or 

less of extreme type and mostly remains dry except during monsoon. 

Kalahandi district is in the Western Undulating Zone which is characterized 

by hot moist and sub humid climate with mean maximum temperature of 45˚ 

C in summer and mean minimum temperature of 12˚ C in winter.  The hot 

season commences by about the beginning of March when temperatures 

begin to rise. May/June is the hottest. On individual days the maximum 

temperature reaches 47˚C. With the onset of the south-west monsoon by 

about the second week of June, temperature drops appreciably and 

throughout the south-west monsoon season the weather is generally cool. 

After the first week of October when the south-west monsoon withdraws, the 

day temperatures increase slightly, while the night temperatures begin to 

decrease progressively. December is usually the coldest month with the 

mean daily maximum temperature at about 28‘C and the mean daily 

minimum temperature at about 12
0
C. In the cold season, the minimum 

temperature sometimes goes down to about 6‘C due to climatic disturbances 

across the northern India. The highest temperature ever recorded is 48,5˚C 

at Bahwnaipatna was on the 29
th
 March 1972, whereas the lowest 

temperature ever recorded was 4.5
0
C on the 24

th
 January 1973 at the same 

station.  
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The relative humidity is high in the south-west monsoon and post-

monsoon months. The air becomes gradually drier thereafter. The summer 

is the driest part of the year with the relative humidity particularly in the 

afternoons often going down below 30 per cent. The district has large 

variations in the day and night temperature. The summer season starts from 

the beginning of March. The temperature drops down with the onset of 

monsoon towards the 2
nd

 week of June and throughout the monsoon the 

temperature remains cool. December is the coldest month. Relative humidity 

remains within 72-82 % during June- September and 38-70% during 

remaining months of the year.  During the south-west monsoon season the 

sky is generally overcast with heavy clouds. In the summer and post-

monsoon months there is moderate cloudiness, the afternoons being 

cloudier than the mornings. In the other months the sky is mainly clear or 

lightly clouded. The winds are generally light to moderate with some 

increase in force during the summer and monsoon seasons. The winds are 

mostly from the directions between south-west and north-west in the 

monsoon season. In the post-monsoon and cold seasons they blow from the 

directions between west and north-west. In the summer months the winds 

are variable in direction. 

The storms and depressions originating in the Bay of Bengal affect the 

district in the monsoon season and in October, causing high winds and 

widespread heavy rain. Thunder-storms mostly in the afternoons occur in the 

summer months and in October. Rain during the south-west monsoon 

season is also often associated with thunder. 

The rainfall data (1994-2009) shows a swing in downward direction 

from the average (1330 mm) during 1995-2004 barring 1997 and 2001. It 

was almost half during 2002 and 2004. The rainfall is normal during 2010-14 

except in 2011. The rainfall in mm / rainy day is 26, 19, 24.6, 29.4 and 29.0 

mm respectively between 2010 to14. The reasons for this fluctuations are 

not very clear. (Source the office of Deputy Director Agriculture, 

Bhawanipatna. The normal rainfall is 1330.5  mm in 61 days.) 

The source of rainfall is South- West monsoon and contribution of 

North-East monsoon is very little. Nearly 87% of annual rainfall is received 

during monsoon (June-September) which is normally distributed over 49 

days. Deviation of rainfall during June-July or September- October effects 

crop in the district in the non-irrigated pockets. Thuamul Rampur Block in 

high altitude receives the highest rainfall and Blocks like Narla, Kesinga, 

Karlamunda and Golamunda receive poor rainfall.  

Climate Change 

Though the impact of global warming and climate change have not 

been systematically studied at the district level (micro level), the effects of 
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global warming and climate change are being experienced. For example, the 

State and the district witnessed very high temperatures in 1999 and 2014.It 

is being said that the Al Nino effect oscillates and affects the temperature. 

2016 is already experiencing high temperature. Annual rainfalls have also 

become erratic over the years and the period of rainfall appears to be 

shifting from June-September to July-October. Drought-like situations are 

being witnessed with more frequency in spite of the Indravati project. . This 

has been affecting farmers and other poor people whose livelihoods are 

adversely affected. If temperatures rise by two percent as the climate 

change experts have projected, soil moisture regimes shall further worsen. 

This would impact very adversely the livelihoods of farmers, agriculture 

laborers and other poor and would also increase poverty. A slight shortfall in 

rain triggers drought and causes crop failures.  

Soil 

Cultivable land in the district can be classified into four categories. Att 

lands are mainly un-bounded upland which is less fertile and rainfed. Mall 

lands are bounded uplands and terraced to catch run off. Berna lands are 

Medium or mid-low land with average fertility. Bahal lands are low lands, 

which are generally plain fertile lands suitable mainly for Paddy cultivation. 

Dangar lands are located on hill slopes and are utilized for shifting cultivation 

while Bari lands are used generally as Kitchen gardens. The major soil types 

of the district are red soil, Laterite and laterite soil and black soil with patches 

of forest soil (humus). Areas along the banks of major rivers including Tel, 

Utei, Hati and Sagada are generally alluvial sandy and sandy loam spills. 

The district is having 54% clay and sandy loam soil, 32% red soil and 14% 

black soil. 
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CHAPTER-II 

HISTORY 

Pre and Proto History 

The Pre and Proto history periods mainly comprise three ages, which 

are described below.  

Paleolithic Age 

Activities of early human beings in the district of Kalahandi are 

observed in the form of crude stone tools used by them for hunting and food 

gathering. Lower and middle Paleolithic tools are hitherto recovered from 

Gudahandi -Dokrichanchada region of Sahajakhol reserve forest, Moter river 

basin, foothill of Bursadangar and Bajragarh reserve forest. They are hand-

axe, chopper, scrappers, flakes, cores etc.  

Mesolithic Age 

Several Mesolithic sites are documented in Kalahandi district in recent 

past. Some significant sites are - Khaligarh (near Gudahandi) Mahima 

village, Chhilpa, Dharamgarh, Churiagarh,  Habaspur, Junagarh, Upper 

Jarring,  Kutrukhamar, Phurlijharan, Pipalnala banks, Karlapada (Near the 

confluence of the Pipalnala and the Tel), Bijepur-foothill of Bhaludongar, 

Jamgudapadar, Chandrasagarnala, Dangargarh, Rajamunda, Godang, 

Dumervahal-Ghupti, (right bank of the Ret river), Budhipadar alias Devagiri, 

Asurgarh (Narla), Jampadar, Bichhakhaman, Belkhandi (right bank of the 

Tel) Tikirapada, Bijadongar, Upper Jaring,  Chandrasagarnala (Medinipur), 

Terasingha,  Urlukupagarh, Penjorani, and Budhigarh etc. These sites have 

preserved evidences of Mesolithic and Neolithic imprints. Some of them 

have microlithic assemblages along with heavy duty tools like chopper and 

scrapers. Still others have yielded only microlithic artifacts. Microlithic 

associated with Neolithic celt, muller and ringstones along with heavy duty 

tools aredocumented ata good number of sites.  These sites are usually 

found at the foothill regions or on the banks of rivers and streams.  Majority 

sites are primary in nature. Blade tool made of chert predominates among 

the microlithic assemblages of Kalahandi. Other tool types are awl, knife, 

burin, triangle, lunates, crescent, notches, trapezes, side scrapper, scrapper, 

fluted core, borer and point etc.  These tools are very tiny. They were hafted 

with a handle to perform the desired function.  

Neolithic Age 

Neolithic or New Stone Age culture stands for the inchoate beginning of 

civilization and culture in Kalahandi.  Neolithic sites are dotted along the 

banks of the river and nala having close proximity to outcrop and shrub. 

Several sites show factory area at the foothill zone of the outcrop, from 
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where finished and unfinished tools and debris are documented. Mesolithic 

sites enumerated above shows evidence of microlithic, celt, (chisel and axe) 

muller, ring stone, with occasional occurrence of pebble tool component 

(heavy duty tool) and coarse gritty red potsherd.  Often, on the stone terrace 

near the settlement site  or on  boulders near the piedmont zone, where 

factory site usually configures, cup mark and low depressed grooving marks 

are noticed, which are certainly meant for  grinding of corn / cereal and 

grounding of celt. Celts, constituted a significant economic and symbolic 

resource of human being during the Neolithic time.  Celt was used for both 

functional and ceremonial purpose.  It is another significant heavy duty 

implement in the Stone Age culture of Kalahandi. Two types of celt like axe 

and chisel are documented at various Stone Age sites. There are again 

three categories of axe-viz., small, medium and big. Maximum celt (axe) 

belongs to dolerite rock. But the small celt recovered from Bijepur-

Bhaludongar site is made of granite. Celts are chipped, pecked and partly 

ground at the distal end.  Cross section of most of the celts is rectangular, 

whereas, a few are plano-convex. They measure variously like the length of 

2-3 cm (small), 5-6 cm (medium) to as large as 47 cm (big).  The biggest 

one comes from the Chandrasagarnala (Medinipur). It measures 47 cm in 

length and weighting 2.5kg. It too shows sophisticated workmanship as it is 

double ended, chipped, pecked and partially ground. It could be a votive 

offering or a prestigious symbolic item having aesthetic significance. Axe of 

the Neolithic period was the forerunner of the Iron axe. Chisels recovered 

from a small number of sites shows quadrangular and square variety. Their 

technique of preparation is as of axe–chipped, pecked and ground. They 

could be used in removing the stump from the field, digging out root and 

processing of wood. Other tool type like Muller is oval and circular in form. 

They were used for grinding and pounding of cereals. Ring stones are found 

throughout the nook and corner of the district. They are called Pankapathar 

in colloquial language.  Ring stones made its appearance in the Mesolithic 

period and continued through Neolithic time up to the early history. Even its 

use in modern age by farmers of Kalahandi is discerned. The tool type 

ranges between 5 to 12 cm.in diameters. They are square, oblong, or 

triangular in shape with a socket or hole in the centre. The raw material used 

for fabricating the instrument is locally available rocks such as dolerite, 

sandstone and granite.  It has been variously interpreted as net- sinker, yoni 

- stone and door -socket etc.  

The finding of a stone ploughshare at Dumervahal–Ghupti site (on the 

left bank of the Ret River) along with microlithic, Celt and ring stone attest 

the practice of plough agriculture during the Neolithic period in Kalahandi. 

The beginning of agriculture changed the former hunter–gatherers life. The 

availability of wild rice in the forests of Kalahandi does prove its 

domestication in the remote Stone Age, when the technique of cultivation 

would have inchoate beginning. 
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Neolithic culture of Kalahandi belongs to the Eastern zones of the 

Neolithic culture of India. The Neolithic peoples lived in wattle-and- daubhut. 

Neolithic period seems to have divided the people into two halves in 

Kalahandi. A hoard of people did not prefer to agriculture and settle life on 

the plain area. They favored to stay on the mountainous zone and preferred 

to continue their traditional hunting and food–gathering practices. The other 

band of people having settled on the plain land adopted agriculture and 

animal breeding habit for their subsistence. Certainly, the hunter gatherer 

hoard and the early farming community had symbiotic relationship. This fact 

is clear in the ethno history of Kalahandi. The Kondh tribe of Kalahandi has 

been divided into three parts like the Desia Kondh, Kutia Kondh and Dongria 

Kondh. 

Prehisoric Paintings 

Prehistoric painting and carvings are discovered at Gudahandi and 

Dokrichanchada zone of Sahajkhol reserve forest of Southern forest division 

of Kalahandi district. At Gudahandi, the facades and walls of the natural 

caves orient to east-west and occupy 19
0
31.2

0
 N and 82

0 
42‘ E, latitude and 

Longitude. They are decorated with drawings drawn in ochre red and blue 

black tint. There were 31 specimens of paintings earlier, which are fast 

fading due to lack of proper preservation. Interesting specimen of these 

prehistoric drawings is a hunting scene, which depicts prehistoric man 

throwing a stone missile at a running bison. The missile strikes the game 

before the agile right hand of the hunter comes to its normal position and the 

wounded animal casts a pathetic glance on the primitive man turning its 

head towards him. Another painting is a figurine standing on the back of an 

animal having lotus head.Its hands are shown in outline with eight fingers in 

left hand and four fingers in the right palm. 

Moreover, there are varieties of geometric patterns of single or double 

squares, rectangles either empty or filled in with straight or with diagonal 

lines. Also, apsidal pattern, oval shapes with dots in the core either in 

monochrome or in polychrome of red, blue and black. In the Prehistoric art 

tradition of Orissa, Gudahandi cave painting occupies a significant place. 

Early interpretations of scholars in this respect are ambiguous. Thus, 

Gudahandi painting is baffling to observers because of the lack of   ‗thematic 

depictions‘. 

Located at the back of Gudahandi cave painting site is 

Dokrichanchada, a unique, picturesque spot having many waterfalls, big and 

small. A large volcanic terrace on which the hilly streams flow preserves 

some carvings such as horse, vulture, dot, zigzag line and a trident. Their 

shape and sizearediminutive like the painted motifs at Gudahandi.  
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The paintings and carvings glimpsed at Gudahandi and 

Dokrichanchada seems to have belonged to the Palaeolithic period down to 

the Neolithic-Chalcolithic, even   up tothe early Iron Age.  Moreover, some of 

the paintings of Gudahandi are pictographic in nature. It bears co-ordination 

with Indus valley script. Its parallel has been observed at Vikramkhol of 

Sambalpur district of Odisha. 

Chalcolithic 

Few Chalcolithic sites in Kalahandi district have been documented in 

recent time. The use of stone tools and limited apply of copper were 

hallmark of this phase of the evolution of civilization and culture. Settlement 

sites like, Budhigarh, Urlukupagarh, Terasingha, Jamugudapadar or 

Jamgudapadarand Chandrsagarnala (Medinipur) have shown stone–metal 

age characteristics.Thus,  microlithics, celts, and ring stones along with 

copper bangles, finger - rings, hair pin, beads, miniature broken pot, tin 

bronze articles, semi-precious stone beads, spindle whorl, terracotta objects, 

weight stone, and mud brick etc.  

Artistic achievement of the stone-metal age people of Kalahandi is 

unique. The neck portion of a vessel, a red ware, shows black paintings on 

its exterior red surface. The painting consists of human being with upraised 

hands, tree and monkey. The monkey is painted on the branch of the tree in 

galloping posture. The distinctiveness of human motif is its three fingers in 

each hand. Parallel of this human motif is traced at Gudahandi cave 

paintings. 

Moreover, spiral design copper hair pins recovered from Budhigarh 

shows its affinity with the same article of Chanhodaro of Indus valley culture. 

Potteries are wheel turned as well as handmade varieties like black–and–red 

ware, red ware, dull red ware, grey ware and black ware etc. Some are 

designed and Harappan graffiti is seen on some of the red wares and black 

wares. Terracotta objects consist of human bust and animal limbs. They are 

mould casting as well as handmade. Jamgudapadar site has revealed high 

tin bronze objects-finger rings and micro–bead mould. Salvage operation 

undertaken at Chandrasagar nala (Medinipur) settlement site in 2004, has 

unveiled stratigraphic layers studded with artifacts. Thus period–I, has 

divulged fourteen copper bangles, two gold rings, microlithics and a broken 

piece of ring stone, black–and–red ware, red ware, and black burnished 

ware etc. 

As absolute date on the Chalcolithic or Stone–Metal Age sites of 

Kalahandi is not available, a tentative period between 1400 BCE and 795 

BCE may be ascribed to the Chalcolithic culture of Kalahandi. The 

Chalcolithic people lived in mud wall and thatched hut. Their discarded 

material remains show their dynamic life style and journey towards higher 
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civilization and culture in the evolutionary process. The chronological epoch 

was a landmark for technological breakthrough, social formation, trade and 

commerce and probably the inchoate beginning of chiefdom and urbanism. 

Iron Age-Megalithic 

Good deals of Iron Age–Megalithic sites of Kalahandi are explored in 

recent past. Maximum settlements are coalesced with sepulchral 

monuments like Menhir or stone circle or both. Remarkable among the 

settlements are–Sagada village, Rupanggudi (Dadpur), Bhairavapadia 

(Junagarh), Beileikani (near Bhawanipatna), Bandakutra (near Junagarh) 

Yudhbhata (Habaspur), Chandrasagarnala (Medinipur), Jamgudapadar 

(Jagannathpur), Rajamunda (Udepur), Deypur (Kalampur), Bongomunda, 

Budaraja–Ampani, Gudang (left bank of Ret river), Budhigarh (M.Rampur), 

Urlukupagarh (M. Rampur), Khambeswari Temple site (right bank of the 

Sagada river), Chenagaon (Utkela), and Dongargarh (near Bhawanipatna) 

etc. Jamgudapadar settlement reveals the demarcation between habitation 

area and the iron smelting unit. At Bileikani, cluster of Menhir and stone 

circles are traced at the outskirt of the settlement. Also at Rupanggudi, stone 

circle is documented amidst deserted settlement (Iron Age). At Judhbhatta, 

settlement has been blurred, but few menhirs are survived. Within Budaraja 

temple compound, Menhir is worshipped in modern time. So also, at 

Bongomunda, (Koksara) cluster of menhirs are discerned at the outskirt of 

modern village. Deypur [Kalampur] reveals a stone circle which is being 

converted in to a religious centre.  Menhirs are also found in the Gudahandi 

– Dukrichanchada zones.  

Budhigarh mound is situated on the left bank of the Rahul river of 

Madanpur village, M.Rampur Tahasil. The site has revealed rich 

archaeological property. Budhigarh settlement belonged to ancient period.  

This is a significant ancient urban centre of Kalahandi. Urlukupagarh of 

M.Rampur is another potential early historic settlement. The Utei River has 

encircled the settlement on three sides as natural barrier.  Ancient 

Terasingha settlement is located on a piece of land close to the right bank of 

the Tel.  The site has already revealed four sets of copper plates. An early 

historic settlement has been spotted near the village Talbhamra, a sector of 

Rajpadar–Belkhandi. The revenue land called Pandkipadia has revealed 

early historic antiquities similar to Asurgarh–Narla. Around Asurgarh– Narla 

modern villages like Rekhpur, Bilat, Mandel, Balbaspur, etc.  They all figured 

on the Sandol river basin.  Chhatikuda early historic site is another rural 

settlement on the right bank of the Ret. Sripur on the left bank of the Sandol 

River has revealed a deserted early historic habitation.  Other Iron age and 

early historic sites of the district are–Jamgudapadar (Bhawanipatna Block) 

Dumervahal–Ghupti, (On the left bank of the Ret river), Gudang (on the left 

bank of the Ret river),   Rajamunda, (near Udeypur, Bhawanipatna Block) 
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Dangargarh (Bhawanipatan Block), Rupanggudi (Dadpur), Stambeswari 

temple sites (on the right bank of the Sagada river), Sagada village, and 

Chhenagaon (Near Utkela) and Bhairava Padia (Junagarh). 

These sites have revealed wide spectrum of potsherds like - red ware, 

black–and–red ware, gey ware, black ware, black polished ware, knobbed 

ware, rouletted ware and northern black polished ware etc. Terracottas of 

animal , human being, and smoking device (Ghodka) , precious and semi–

precious stone beads, pendants, indo–pacific glass beads,  bead mould, 

punch–marked coins, Kusana coin, repouse gold coin, seals,  copper and 

bronze items , gold ornaments, iron implements of war and peace, brick, tile, 

and faunal remains betrays rich antiquities of early historical period.  

Early Medieval archaeology of Kalahandi reveals both temple site and 

habitation. Mohangiri stone temple is the earliest stone temple of the district, 

dating back to the 6
th
 century CE. The flat roofed Pillared hall with two rows 

of pillars having three columns in each rowhas supported the roof. The 

earlier temple attached with the pillared hall is no more. A modern temple 

has been built on the ruins of the former shrine. Number of Amalaka, Ghanta 

cutting stone slabs and sculptures are strewn all over the courtyard of the 

present Dhabaleswar temple of Mohangiri that betokens the early phase of 

temple building activity in Kalahandi.  K.N Mohapatra had viewed its parallel 

with the Brahmeswar temple of Bhubaneswar. Hardly a kilometer from the 

temple site, early medieval settlement existed, which is however, erased 

from the surface beyond recognition.  Temple ruins have been documented 

at Bhimkela and Dehli (Asurgarh realm), Junagarh, Chhuriagarh, Bargaon, 

Deypur–Kalampur, Thuamul village (Th.Rampur Block), Sankush, Topigaon 

(Lanjigarh), Amath, Turlakhaman, Dadpur–Jajajaldei pur, Narla, and Deundi. 

Some of these temple sites have close proximity to the habitation area. Brick 

Fortification is noticed around the early medieval settlement at Dadpur–

Jajaldeipur. Coarse and thick red ware and black ware, iron objects, tiles, 

bricks, stone casket, flat querns, miniature black chlorite votive Lingam, and 

gold coins (Ganga-fanam) are hitherto documented at the site.  The brick 

size of the site measures 21 x 18 x 09 inches respectively in its length, 

breadth and thickness. The present Nilakantheswara temple of Dadpur–

Jajaldeipur, which was renovated during the Nagavamsi rule in Kalahandi 

stands amidst the former habitation zone.  Similar is the case at Topigaon 

(Lanjigarh). The habitation is found close to the temple ruins. Coarse and 

thick red ware, black ware, Iron objects, tile, brick and cutting stones are 

documented at the site. Junagarh contains many temple ruins and 

habitation. It had mud fortification. Modern Junagrh is superimposed on this 

early medieval ruin. Cultish icons are scattered all over Junagarh.  Repouse 

variety of gold coins and Ganga–fanams   were recovered from Junagarh. 
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J.D Beglar not only extols the architectural and artistic grandeur of 

Rajpadar-Belkhandi but also his account demonstrates it as anurban centre, 

the centrethat contained many structural ruins and silted water bodies when 

Beglar visited in 1874–76. Early Medieval Fortified settlements like Dadpur–

Jajaldeipur and Junagarh having early medieval architectural and sculptural 

vestiges  and numismatic evidence  were  indeed capital sites  although 

these two early medieval fort settlements are not yet excavated. 

Sourcs of History 

Excavation 

Asurgarh–Narla Site 

The excavation of Asurgarh was undertaken jointly by the P.G 

Department of History of Sambalpur University and the Department of 

Cultural Affairs of the Government of Odisha. The excavation work 

continued for a month from February 14
th
 to March 15

th
1973. It was directed 

by Dr. N.K. Sahu, the then professor and Head of the Department of History, 

Sambalpur University. Two trenches were laid out in the residential area of 

the fort to ascertain the sequences of culture. The upper most layers 

continued about one and half feet below the surface. The said layer revealed 

the floor of house paved with brickbats. Some iron objects like axes, door 

hinges and hooks were found and beads of precious stone like chalcedony, 

agate, carnelian and crystal were recovered in large number. The most 

important finding in this layer was as many as fifty punch marked coins both 

silver and copper, buried in the plinth level. Already in 1958 a hoard 

containing 539 punch marked silver coins, was unearthed in that level in the 

same excavated area due to soil erosion. Punch marked coins were in 

circulation in India as late as the 4
th
 -5

th
 century BCE as known from the 

works of Budhaghosa. These together with the characteristic pottery and 

other finds indicate that the very first layer belonged to cir. 5
th
 century CE.   

In between the two lays out, debris clearance at a selected site in the 

residential area yielded a circular brick structure (40ft. in diameter) of cir. 5
th
 

century CE. The structure was probably a temple of the mother goddess as 

known from a small terracotta figure of a goddess and broken terracotta 

figurines of different animals. Terracotta ornaments and pieces of bluish 

glass bangles etc, were other notable discovery of this trench. The circular 

brick temple had probably wooden roof as indicated by grooves for wooden 

pillars. But no wooden remains were traced in course of digging. The ruins of 

the temple may be assigned to the period of the first layer of regular 

excavation, viz, 5
th
 century BCE.  

The second layer is an extensive one and various antiquities 

assignable to the period from cir.4
th
 to 1

st
 century CE, were recovered from 

this layer. In the upper phase various decorated potteries of indigenous type 



40 
 

were recovered, the most common ones being dull grey to grayish black 

potteries. An interesting mould for preparation of beads and ornaments was 

also spotted along with a chopping tool of Stone Age culture. The most 

important discovery in the lower phases of this layer are- the Red Glazed 

Kushan wares and a copper coin of Kanishka in worn out condition. Various 

types of black polished wares with concentric circles inside have also been 

enlisted. High necked and high shouldered pink wares, pinkish wares with 

short handles are some of the interesting findings of this phase.  

In the upper phase of third layer, red and black potsherds were found in 

abundance together with black polished potteries of a fine texture. The black 

wares were in profusion towards the lower phase. The soil of the lower 

phase was ashy and slightly sandy and in fact, it was the 4
th
 layer. Black 

polished wares of very fine fabric and of metallic texture as well as potsherds 

of terracotta colour of Ahichhatra type were documented in the said layer. 

Among other antiquities, a piece of Chunar sandstone with Asokan polish on 

one side of it may be mentioned. This layer has been assigned to cir.250 

BCE. The excavation has brought to light various antiquities datable from the 

3
rd

 century B.C.E to the 5
th
 century CE. 

Budhigarh site 

Budhigarh is located on the right bank of the river Rahul of M.Rampur 

Block.  Budhigarh excavation is likely to throw a flood of light on the early 

history of Kalahandi in particular and Odisha in general. This appears to be 

an important site. 

Rajpadar-Belkhandi Site 

Next to Asurgarh, important archaeological excavation in the district is 

Rajpadar-Belkhandi. It is situated at the confluence of the Tel and the Utei. 

The site was visited by J.D. Beglar in 1874-75 and 1875-76 who has 

described its ruined monuments as follows-―Higher up on the extreme 

tongue of the land jutting out at the junction of the Utei with the Tel are a 

number of ruins of great interest and undoubted high antiquity. The principal 

one is a large ruined brick temple, which in its original state included a large 

sanctum, a vestibule, a Mahamandap of large size, a Mandap and an 

Ardhamandap or portico‖. 

In front of this temple there appears a wall enclosure. The whole plan 

appears to be an organized one.The nearest approach to the temple of 

‗Ramachandra‘ in Sirpur on the bank of Mahanadi with this only exception 

that whereas the Sirpur temple is small possessing only a sanctum with 

attached ‗Antarala‘, whereas Belkhandi temple was a complete temple of 

large size.‖ He further states speaking of the sculptures, ―I cannot speak too 

highly of the antiquity of the sculptures, although executed in an extremely 
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soft yellowish sandstone, and consequently greatly worn and injured by time 

and weather, still from what little remains, there is no doubt that they were 

executed in the best style of Hindu art with a breadth conception and a depth 

of execution which we vainly look for in the productions of later ages. They 

approach most nearly in execution and design the superb sculptures at 

Rajim, at Savaripur (Sirpur), at Seorinarayan and especially at Kharod in the 

Central Provinces.‖ 

The Kalahandi Durbar undertook trial digging at Rajpadar in 1946 

which brought to light the lower part of a temple dedicated to goddess 

Chandi and the images of seven Matrikas of beautiful workmanship. The 

Monuments of Rajpadar (Belkhandi) may be assigned to 10
th
 -11

th
 century 

CE. 

Numismatics 

In 1966, a hoard of 539 silver punch marked coins was recovered from 

Asurgarh- Narla. Out of 539 specimens of Asurgarh hoard, 69 belong to pre-

Mauryan period, 272 to the period of the Maurya Rule and the remaining 198 

to the post-Maurya period. In course of the excavation of Asurgarh in1973 as 

many as 50 punch marked coins were obtained out of which about a dozen 

are copper coins. Copper punch marked coins are rarely found in Orissa. A 

number of unfinished coins indicate that there was probably a mint for 

fabrication of punch marked coins at Asurgarh. During the excavation of 

Asurgarh a copper coin of Kanishka in worn out condition was unearthed at 

the level attributed to the 1
st
 century CE. The coin contains the portrait of 

Kanishka in the obverse and the figure of the god MAO on the reverse. The 

imperial Kushan coin in association with Kushan pottery is a significant find 

at Asurgarh (Vol.XIV, Nos.3 and 4). 

In recent time, Budhigarh or Budigarh archaeological site has revealed 

four silver punch–marked coins. They are rectangular in size having thin to 

thick fabric. On the obverse of two coins, the punching of Sun and Six 

Wheels or Sada chakra and Taurin are marked. Bull motif is punched on the 

reverse of one coin. The reverse of another coin bears testing mark of trader 

or Guild. Some of the motifs on the obverse are abraded considerably. Yet, 

invariably these four coins carry five punching marks on the obverse. Except 

one coin, other reverses are left blank. One of these coins having thin fabric 

can be assigned to the Maurya period and the rest seems to belong to Post 

– Maurya period. Budhigarh has also revealed one repose type of gold coin 

of Sarabhapuriya king Mahendraditya (6
th
-7

th
 century CE). The coin is 20mm 

in girth and weighs 1.300 mg. It is spherical in shape. On the obverse a six 

armed goddess flanked on either side by gaud, circle surrounded by dots, 

crescent moon and other indistinct marks are visible. A horizontal band is 

marked in between the figure and one line box headed script. The script is 
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deciphered as Mahendraditya, the Sarabhapuriya king. Gangavamsi 

monarchs of Odisha circulated gold coin. Two other repouse gold coins were 

found at Junagarh in the preceding years. They bear the characteristic 

features of the same type of coins issued by the Sarabhapuriya kings like-

Gajalaxmi motif, and circle of dots around the border. In recent time, the 

early medieval Fort site of Dadpur–Jaggaldeipur has revealed six such gold 

coins. Two such Gold coins are also recovered from Junagarh.Gangavamsi 

gold coins are usually label Ganga-Fanam or Panam in Odisha. On the 

basis of their shape, size and fabric these gold coins are classified under 

three types.  Type-1 looks like a bringal seed. It weight ½ rati equivalent to 0. 

92grains. In type – 2, coins having 1 rati in weight or 1.83 grains are also 

included.   In type – 3 coins having 2 rati in weight or 3.66 grains are 

grouped.  All these coins are die–struck. They are thin to thick fabric and 

spherical and oblong in shape. They all carry motifs on the obverse. The 

motifs are animal, mace, crescent moon, bull, kuthara, inverted triangle and 

running rabbit etc. type –2 obverses carries a prominent Navagungara 

portrait, which is a unique finding in the cultural history of Odisha.  On some 

of the coin‘s reverse, horizontal Odia Sa letter flanked by either dots or 

numeral are marked. (Triveni The J. of Academy of Indian Numismatics and 

Sigillography, Vol, XVII – XVIII, 2003, pp- 65 -74). Silver and Copper coins of 

Sultanate of Delhi and Silver coins of British period are abundantly found 

across Kalahandi.  

Epigraphic Records 

Selected Epigraphic records discovered from Kalahandi district are 

Seal, Copper plates and Stone inscriptions 

Red Jasper Seal of Budhigarh 

(Purattatva, Vol - 30, 2000, pp, 158–160) Seal–cum Pendant of red 

jasper stone recovered from Budhigarh site carries a legend on its reverse. 

The legend is engraved in mixed script, Kharoshti–Brahmi. The language is 

Prakrit and palaeographically datable to Circa 2
nd

 century CE. The 

deciphered legend is Janadhapeta in Prakrit. Its equivalent Sanskrit 

translation is Yajna–Sthapayita or in English Founder of Sacrifice. 

Teresingha Copper Plate Grant of Maharaja Tustikara 

Tersinga Copper plate Grant of Maharaja Tustikara (Journal of Kalinga 

Historical Research Society, Vol.II, 107 EP.Ind, Vol.XXX, pp.274-278). The 

charter consists of three plates. On the first side of the first plate a grant has 

been made from Parvatadvaraja while in the second side of the same plate 

another grant has been recorded that was issued from the city of 

Tarabhramaraka. Both these grants have been engraved by two different 

writers as the letters are of two different types. The first grant was made by 

Shri Sobhini, the queen mother, while the second grant was made by 
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Maharaja Tustikara who was a devotee of the goddess Stambheswari. The 

donee of both the grants was Dronaswami of Kasyapa gotra. The record 

belongs to the 5
th
 century CE.  

Pipalpadar (Bardipada) Copper plate Grant of Nandarajadeva, Year 3 

A set of plate containing three pieces was recovered from Baradipada 

near Palsapada village of Narla Block. The record was issued by King Sri 

Nandaraja Deva from Parvatadwaraka. The locality called Prajnatapadraka 

was granted to three brahmanas named Bhanusarman, Saurisarman and 

Matraasarman of various Gotra, carana and pravaras. The language of the 

plate is Sanskrit prose. The script is that of eastern variety of northern 

alphabet. Paleographical, it is dated to the 5th century CE.  

Mohangiri Stone inscription 

The temple on the Mohangiri contains two small inscriptions, one of 

Sphitachandra of Mudgalakula and the other mentions the name of the deity 

Vyuha Bhairava. Palaeogaphically the short inscription belongs to 6
th
 century 

CE. 

Belkhandi Stone Inscription 

Another stone Block encountered within the Belkhandi temple complex 

contains two Lines on either side of the boulder.  Script on the front thus 

reads Valmikagriva and another lineon the back is deciphered as 

Veeradhamachhata.  Paleographically, it is assigned to the 7th century CE.  

Stone Inscriptions at Manikyapuri Museum, Bhawanipatna 

The monolithic stone pillar brought from Amath contains two lines of 

script. The first line reads–Pratyanta Purusa and the second one is–Sri 

Vikaradeva. Palaeographical it has been placed in the 8
th
 century CE. 

Next inscription is found on another monolithic pillar recovered from 

Amath and preserved in the Manikyapuri Museum, Bhawanipatna. It reads–

Dhykula Prabha and is assigned to 8
th
 century CE. Lack of proper 

preservation has led to the damage of stone inscriptions found at the temple 

sites of Kalahandi. Two such abraded inscriptions are documented.  These, 

two line scripts are found on the pedestal of the Bhairava image at the back 

of the Junagarh Block office. The script is considerably abraded.  Another 

damaged three lines script is found on the granite beam of the Siva temple 

of Deypur (Kalampur). 

Teresingha Copper Plate grant of Maharaja Sri Dakarisvara Deva, [NoII] 

The second set of copper plate was obtained from the same site 

[Terasingha] in 1990.  Palaeographicallyit is assigned to the later part of the   

8
th
 century CE or the early part of the 9

th
 century CE. It purports land 
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donation by the queen mother Vallini within the Tel river valley during the 

reign of her son Sri Dakarisvara Deva of the Rastrakuta family. 

Teresingha Copper plate grant of Maharaja Bhanudeva [No–III] [J.of 

Bengal Art, Vol- 8, 2003]  

In 2000, another set of copper plate was found from the deserted 

settlement of Terasingha. Thus, this set of copper plate may be placed in the 

serial order no–III.  There are altogether three plates tied by a ring, which is 

further secured by the circular seal of 3cm. The seal contain the figure of 

Garuda on the top, below of which runs the legend Sri Dakkarisvara deva. 

Nonetheless the donor of the land was mentioned as Bhanudeva.  The 

donated lands are Tilasringa Vataka and Kaniyaralla. And the donee was 

Brahmana Narayanadeva of Kausika gotra and Vajasenaya carana. It is also 

dated to the 8
th
 century CE paleographical.  The donor has been identified 

as no other than Sri Dakarisvara Deva of the Rastrakuta family.   

Fragmentary Inscriptions 

A fragmentary one line stone inscription was recovered from the Utei 

river basin in 1946. The script has been deciphered as Gauraveni Tata 

Visaya.  

Narla Siva Temple Inscription 

  It is exposed to sun and rain and has been greatly damaged. It was 

recorded by King Madana Mahadeva, a ruler of Kamala Mandala in Rama 

Vanan Rudra Samvatsara. The date appears to be 1153 Saka era or 1231 

CE. It is known from this record that the Kalahandi region was called Kamala 

Mandala in the 13
th
 century CE.  

Ichhapur Copper Plate of the Nagavamsi king Jugasai Deo–IV [J. of 

Orissan History, Vol- XVII, 2004, pp, 37–40] [Plate–VIII] 

The copper plate purports the donation of the village Karli to 

Gangadhar Raiguru for religious merit by Maharaja Jugasai Deo IV.  The 

copper plate has been dated to 27
th
 August 1823.   The language of the 

plate belongs to early Odia prose style. Other peculiar characteristic of the 

writing is that some Odia alphabets and spellings used in the Odia Palm leaf 

manuscripts of the 18
th
 / 19

th
 century CE, is found frequent expression in this 

epigraphic record. 

Kalahandi Darbar Copper Plate Inscription of Maharaja Jugasai Deo 

(District Gazetteer, Koraput, p.442) 

It  records that Maharaja Kumar Shri Kasai Singh, the Zamindar of 

Thuamal and Depur under Kalahandi, fought against the father of Buddha 

Biswambhara Deo and installed Biswambhara Deo on the gadi of Jeypore, 

as a result of which Biswambhara Deo gave four Garhs, namely, Kashipur, 
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Chadragiri, Bissamgiri and Mahulpatna to Maharaja Jugsai Deo of 

Kalahandi, who in his turn, granted these four Garhs to Kasai singh who was 

to pay Rs. 700 as Malguzari per annum including Rs. 300 for the two garhs 

of Thuamul and Depur. The grant was issued on the 5
th
 day of the bright 

fortnight of Magha in Samvat 1769, I.e., 1712 CE. 

Junagarh Dadhivamana Temple Inscription (Unpublished)  

It was issued by Maharaja Juga Shah Deo from Kalahandi nagara, 

his capit algranting some concession to the Brahman organization 

(Brahmapura). The record is dated in the Yuga era, 4819, i.e., 1718CE. It 

may be noted that the name Kalahandi occurs for the first time in this record. 

The modern Junagarh was then known as Kalahandi Nagara. 

Pre-Maurya to Gupta period (5
th

 century BCE to 5
th

 century CE) 

The territory comprising of the district of Kalahandi played an important 

role in the early history of India. This region is known to have developed a 

high standard of culture. Panini [5
th
 century BCE] in his Ashatadhyayi refers 

to Taitilaka Janapada, a territory to the west of Kalinga, and this landmass 

was very likely comprised parts of modern Kalahandi and Bolangir districts 

centering round Titilagarh. According to Panini, Taitilaka Janapada was 

famous for brisk trade of Rhinoceros hide. This indicate that trade and 

commerce with the outside world was practised via the water rout of the Tel 

[Telavaha] in early times. Moreover, the Seri Vanijja Jataka (4
th
 century BCE 

to 2
nd

 century CE) describes about the Telavaha river on whose banks were 

situated two significant towns like Andhapura and Serinagari. The modern 

river Tel hasbeen rightly identified with the classical Telavaha. It was 

probably so named because of traffic in oil in early times.  In 1966, a hoard 

of punch marked coin wasunearthed at Asurgarh- Narla. The coins have 

been attributed to the Pre Maurya period. Maurya and post-Maurya. In the 

4
th
 and 3

rd
 century BCE, Kalahandi, Koraput andBastar was identified as the 

Atavika country. The Atavika or forest dwellers were valiant fighters. The 

Maurya emperor succeeded in conquering Kalinga but could not occupy the 

Atavika territory which remained avijita (unconquered) and independent. 

Ashoka endeavored to conciliate the Atavika people by showing liberal and 

friendly attitude towards them. He declared in the Special Kalinga Edict - II, 

that he desires to conquer the hearts of the Atavika people and not their 

territory and that his avowed policy was to make them happy and 

prosperous in this world and blissful in the other world. At the same time, the 

emperor also threatened to the Atavikas in line 1, 7–8 of the Rock edict–XIII.   

Maurya Period 

The Atavikas had high standard of civilization and culture. Kalahandi 

was the Core of the Atavikas or forest dwellers.  It was a recruiting ground of 

mercenary soldiers. Archaeological remains of Kalahandi demonstrate „its 
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prosperity in ancient period diachronically to its present day poverty and 

backwardness‘. Various ethnic people lived on this landmass. They were 

Andhras, Nisadas, Vidyadharas and probably Nagas in ancient time.  They 

were commonly called Atavikas or Atavya. At that time, Northern Kalahandi 

probably constituted part ofthe Taitilaka - Janapada and southern zone 

constituted part of Indravanaka land of Kautilya, because, in the South East 

Asia Atlas of Chicago University, Indravananka land has been placed in 

between the river Indravati and the Tel. 

The excavation of Asurgarh has brought to light interesting relics of 3
rd

 

century BCE, a broken piece of Chunar sand stone with Ashokan polish on 

it, Maurya punch–marked coins, and deluxe potteries viz, northern black 

polish ware, and red ware of Ahichhatra variety. These finds indicate that the 

Kalahandi region was civilized and prosperous in the days of Asoka and the 

Atavika people, who were regarded as forest dwellers were not uncultured 

and barbarous as they are generally believed.  

In the 1
st
 century BCE the Atavika territory was probably called the land 

of the Vidyadharas as known from the Hatigumpha inscription of Kharavela. 

This inscription reveals that Kharavela in his fourth regnal year organized the 

fighting forces of the Vidyadhara territory and with their help subdued the 

Rathikas and the Bhojakas in western India. Thus this territory continued to 

earn fame as the land of the martial people. 

In Asurgarh excavation, various types of red glazed Kushan pottery 

along with highly polished black wares occurred in the layer attributed to the 

1
st
-2

nd
 century CE. The find of Kanishka‘s coin along with Kushan pottery is 

of great significance. The Kushan Empire is, however, not known to have 

extended up to Odisha and the above finds indicate at least the cultural and 

commercial intercourse of Kalahandi region with the Kushan Empire during 

the 1
st
-2

nd
 century CE. 

Pre-Gupta Period 

The Satavahanas are known to have extended their sway over this 

region in the 2
nd

 century CE. The Nasik Cave Inscription of Vasisthi Putra 

Pulumavi describes the empire of his father Gautamiputra Satakarni which 

contained the mounts Malaya and Mahendra, ―the two busts of the mother 

earth‖. Mahendra is the northernmost peak of the Eastern Ghats in modern 

Ganjam district while the mount Malaya is the same as the Malaeus of the 

Greek writer Pliny, identified with the Malayagiri, in modern Dhenkanal 

district. From the accounts of the Chinese Pilgrims Hiuen-Tsang and Itsing it 

is known that king Satakarni built a magnificent vihara for his philosopher 

friend Nagarjuna at Po–lo–mo-lo-ki-li (Parimalgiri) identified with modern 

Gandhagiri which is close to the northern border of this district. These 

evidences indicate that the Kalahandi region very likely formed a part of the 
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extensive empire of Gautamiputra Satakarni (106-130 CE). The integrity of 

the Satavahana empire was probably maintained up to the time of Yajnasri 

Satakarni (107-202 CE), but it is not known for certain whether this region 

continued to be a part of that empire till that time. During this period of 

Satavahana domination Kalahandi, Koraput and Bastar wasfurther 

designated as Mahavana. 

The decline of the Satavahana supremacy led to a scramble for political 

power on the Deccan. The Ikshvakus under king Santamula occupy the 

eastern part of the Satavahana Empire while in the Northern part of the 

Vakatakas rose to prominence under king Vindhyasakti. But neither the 

Ikshvakus nor the Vakatakas could extend their suzerainty over the territory 

comprising the present Kalahandi. In the 3
rd

 century CE, a foreign tribe 

called Murundas acquired political power in Kalinga, while the Maghas were 

ruling over South Kosala territory. But the political picture of Kalahandi 

region is not clearly known during this period. Nonetheless, Asurgarh 

excavation throws a flood of light on the socio - cultural and economic life of 

Kalahandi during the 3
rd

 -4
th
 century CE. 

Gupta Period 

Gupta emperor Samudragupta invaded Deccan in 350 CE. This is 

graphically described in the Allahabad pillar inscription. Accordingly, 

Samudragupta after crossing the Vindhyas defeated king Mahendra of 

South-Kosala, and thenhe attacked on Vyaghrarajaof Mahakantara. 

Mahakantara and Mahavana are synonymous terms. Mahakantara thus 

comprised modern Kalahandi (divided) and Koraput (undivided) districts of 

Orissa and Bastar of Chhatisgarh state. King Vyagraraja might have offered 

a valiant resistance to the Gupta emperor and it is supposed by some 

scholars that Samudragupta issued the tiger type of coins to perpetuate the 

heroic deeds of the king.  Formidable fortified ancient fort, Asurgarh–Narla, 

has been tentatively identified as the capital of king Vyagraraja of 

Mahakanatara during Samudragupta‘s onslaught.  But the Mahakantara 

territory did not form a part of the Gupta Empire and as known from the 

Allahabad Pillar inscription, Samudragupta returned the territories to the 

respective rulers of Deccan whom he claimed to have defeated. It may, 

however, be said that the Gupta influence in the Deccan was more of 

cultural than of political and the impact of Gupta culture in Kalahandi region 

is known from the rise of Saivism and Saktism as well as the spread of 

Sanskrit culture during the post Gupta period. 

Division of Mahakantara kingdom aftermath of the invasion of 

Samudragupta resulted in the rise of the Nalas on the south and the 

Parvatadwaraka in the northern half, to which Kalahandi belongs. 
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The pedigree of Vyagraraja of Mahakantara (4
th
 century CE) is not 

known. In the 5
th
/ 6

th
 century CE, however, a new dynasty loosely called 

Parvatadwaraka raised its head in modern Kalahandi district.The 

relationship of Parvatadwaraka family with king Vyagraraja is uncertain. The 

rulers of Parvatadwaraka line were the worshippers of the goddess 

Stambheswari installed at a place called Parvatadvaraka and the family 

name is thus suggested after this sacred seat of the tutelary deity by modern 

historian.  Parvatadwaraka has been rightly identified with Asurgarh–Narla. 

The Terasingha copper plate was issued from this headquarter by the queen 

mother Kaustubhesvari. The donated land was DebBhoga Kshetra, modern 

Deobhog [now in Raipur district of Chhatisgarh] in the Tel valley to 

brahmana Dronaswami of Kasyapa gotra, for the purpose of relief of the 

queen mother Kaustubhesvari who was then bed ridden with high fever. 

Plate–II of the said grant records that Maharaja Tustikara issued it from 

Tarabharamaraka identified with modern Talbhamra-Belkhandi of the Tel 

River basin in Kalahandi district. Tal bhamraka was certainly the Skandavara 

or temporary camp site. During Gupta and post–Gupta periods, it was 

customary for kings or sovereigns to grant land to Brahmins from 

Skandavaraon the occasion of their annual tour within the kingdom.  The 

grant, records the gift of the village Prastara-Vataka identified with modern 

Patharla in Kalahandi district to the above done Dronaswami. Nothing more 

is known about these rulers. Baradipada (Pipalpadar) Copper plate Grant of 

Nandaraja deva, (Year 3), is next epigraphic record of the dynasty. It was 

also issued from Parvatadwara by the reigning king Sri Nandarajadeva. It is 

stated that his ‗feet were illuminated by the jewels of the crowns of his 

subordinate chiefs‟. The narration suggests that he was a sovereign king. 

The donated village was called Prajnatapadraka. It was granted in favour of 

three Brahmins, Bhanusarman, Saurisarman and Matrsarman. The royal 

order was declared at a place called Cikkhalika.  It was a visaya or district 

and may be identified with modern Chakuli village of Junagarh Block. 

Moreover, the finding of the hoard of copper coins of Sri Nanda [Sri 

Nandarajadeva] at far off Gandhibeda of Balasore district do shows brisk 

trade and commerce between the Parvatadwaraka realm and north Odisha.  

Sri Nandarajadeva too issued gold coin. One such repouse gold coin 

bearing the legend Sri Nanda has been discovered from Raipur 

(Chhatisgarh) that speaks the economic prosperity of the kingdom of Sri 

Nandarajadeva.  

Thus, both Tustikara and Sri Nandaraja deva ruled over Kalahandi 

during the 5
th
-6

th
 century CE and their reign was prosperous one. The 

Parvatadwaraka family espoused the cause of temple building activities like 

its counterpart the Nalas of Puskari [Podagarh] of Southern Mahakantara. 

Upper layer of Asurgarh excavation 1973 unveils the circular brick plinth 

whose entrance faced to east. It is 50 mt, in circumference.  The excavator 
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also found the post holes on the floor where wooden posts were inserted to 

support the roof. Among the antiquities of the layer, a nude terracotta 

figurine or fertility goddess, copper umbrella and silver items of magic cure, 

suggest that the said circular brick plinth is not other than the Temple of 

Goddess Sthambeswari, Brick temple of such a huge dimension of the 5
th

 

century CE found at Asurgarh of Kalahandi is first of its kind in Eastern India 

during.  No other information about the Parvatadwaraak family is available at 

the present state of our knowledge. 

Eastern Gangas 

We have little evidence of the political condition of Kalahandi during the 

7
th
 century CE. After Sri Nandarajadeva of Parvatadwaraka family, no other 

king of this line seems to have exercised sovereignty over Kalahandi. On the 

other, Eastern Ganga king Indravarman used the glorious title 

Trikalingadhipati in 570 CE Subsequently his successor; Samantavarman 

also used the same title – Trikalingadhipati.Trikalinga has been again 

identified with the same constituent part of Mahavana alias Mahakantara viz, 

Kalahandi, Koraput and Bastar.  So, divided Mahakantara in post – 

Samudragupta period witnessed Eastern Ganga sovereignty. The veil of 

obscurity however, lifts only during the 8
th
century CE, when king Balarjuna of 

the Panduvamsi alias Somavamsis donated land in Kalahandi and the 

Rastrakutaadvent into the Tel valley came to light.  

Advent of Somavansis Reign of King Barjuna 

The Lodhia copper plate of Mahasivagupta Balarjuna registers land 

donation in favour of Isaneswara bhattaraka in his 57
th
 regnal year. The 

donated villages are Vaidyapadraka and Khadirapadraka. These two villages 

are identified respectively with Beijipadar and Khadirapadar, under 

Dharmagarh sub division of Kalahandi district. Although, Balarjuna made 

land donation in Kalahandi or Trikalinga territory, he did not use the epithet–

Trikalingadhipati.Probably he occupied only a part of Kalahandi district. 

Rastrakuta Intervention 

Balarjuna met political and military reverses towards the later part of his 

reign. The invasion of the Rastrakuta monarch Govinda–III put him in 

trouble.  He might have submitted to the Rastrakuta king. In the Sanjan plate 

Govinda–III, however, boasts to have occupied Malava, Kosala [South–

Kosala], Vanga, and Dahala. But he allowed the submitted kings to rule over 

his kingdom. They were brought under the control of a Rastrakuta general 

who was posted as Governor in the Tel valley. One such Rastrakuta general 

was Dakarisvara Deva alias Bhanudeva. Udayapura, identified with modern 

Udeypur of Titilagarh [left basin of the Tel] was the head - quarter at that 

time. His two charters, as stated already, are discovered from the 

Terasingha village, where land donation to the Brahmana in the Tel valley is 
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mentioned. Other two copper plates of the Rastrkuta kings in western 

Odisha are Deogaon Charter and Bonda copper plates. In these two plates, 

besides, the name of Bhanudeva alias Dakarisvara Deva, another king of 

the Rastrkuta house in western Odisha was Mugdhagandala, whose date 

has been ascribed to the second half of the 9
th
 century CE.  He was the son 

of Mandalika Sri Valatunga and grandson of Mandalika Sri Khadgasiva who 

acknowledged the sovereignty of the Somavamsi king Janmejaya 

Mahabhavagupta.  

Restoration of the Somavansis 

Mahabhabagupta Janamejaya-I, the son and successor of Balarjuna, 

was ousted from the Sirpur region of Kosala by the rising power of the 

Kalachuris. He shifted to the present Sambalpur–Balangir region where he 

consolidated his political power. His epithet Trikalingadhipati indicates that 

the Kalahandi region continued to be under his rule. He occupied 

Khinjalimandala comprising modern Boudh–Daspalla region too by defeating 

the Bhanjas, butwas not successful in gaining back the lost territory that was 

Sirpur region. His son and successor Mahasivagupta Yayati – I, continued 

war with the Kalachuri king Sankargans with varying results. But he failed to 

recover the territory lost by his father. His earlier capital was at Vinitapura 

identified with modern Binka on the Mahanadi in Balangir district. After his 

15
th
 regnal year the capital was shifted to Yayatinagara identified with 

modern, Jagati on the Mahanadi which is seven miles distance to the west of 

Boudh. The new township was named after him and continued to be the 

capital till the end of the Somavamsi rule in 1110 CE. Yayati–I, had also 

continued the epithet–Trikalingadhipatiand provided land donation in 

Telatata visaya and the donated village was Laturuma which is identified 

with Laturbandh village on the right bank of the Tel. Indeed, the Tel was 

reckoned as dividing line between Kosala and Trikalinga.  

The tradition survives in the present days. The Tel has been serving as 

the dividing line between Bolangir and Kalahandi districts.  

After Yayati-I, his son Mahabhavagupta Bhimaratha and then the 

latter‘s son Mahasivagupta Dharmaratha came to the throne. By that time 

the Somavamsis extended their politicalpower over the coastal region of 

Odisha. Dharmaratha was succeeded by one of his step brothers name 

Mahabhabagupta Indraratha alias Naghusha who was defeated and killed by 

a general of RajendraChola in 1022-23 CE. After tragic end of Indraratha, 

Chandihara who belong to the collateral branch ascended the Somavamsi 

throne at Yayatinagara assuming the royal name Yayati–II, Mahasivagupta. 

Consequently, a political crisis due to Rajendra Chola‘s invasion took place 

in the Somavamsi kingdom. During this political tourmoil, Trikalinga 

consisting of Kalahandi, Koraput and Bastar was lost to the Chindaka Nagas 

who came in the train of Rajendra Cholas. Somavamsi king like Yayati–II 
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and all later successors including the last one Karnadeva although used the 

epithet–Trikalingadhipati, nothing is known about Trikalinga in general and 

Kalahandi in particular from their records. So, the use of the title–

Trikalingadhipati by the later Somavamsis was conventional.  

The Chindika Nagas 

In the early years of the 11
th
 century CE, a territory called Chakrakot 

Mandala developed in the Indravati valley comprising parts of modern Bastar 

district of Madhya Pradesh and Koraput and Kalahandi district of Odisha. A 

Naga king named Nripati Bhusana was ruling over this territory in 1023 CE 

as known from the fragmentary Errakote inscription. The family to which 

Nripati Bhusana belonged was called Chindaka Naga probably because it 

hailed from Sindavadi country comprising parts of modern Karnataka and 

Tamil Nadu states. Nripati Bhusana, the early progenitor of the family, 

probably came to the Indravati valley with Rajendra Chola and occupied 

Trikalinga in 1023CE and started the rule of Chindaka naga dynasty.  The 

Chindaka Nagas belonged to Kasyapa gotra and their tutelary goddess was 

Manikyadevi or Manikyswari. They had originally the figure of the tigress with 

a cub for their crest but the figure of the snake decorated their banner and 

subsequently that became sthe royal insignia. 

The Errakote inscription dated the Saka year 945(1023CE) refers to the 

Naga king Nrupati Bhusana who is taken to be the earliest king of the 

Chindaka Naga dynasty in the Indravati–Tel Valley.  Chakrakota Mandala 

was the political designation of their kingdom. It is also logical to conclude 

that Trikalinga nomenclature was substituted by Chakrakota–Mandal which 

consisted of the Indravati valley- from Kalahandi district to Bastar via 

Koraput district (original Trikalinga). The next king of the dynasty was known 

as Jagadeka Bhusana alias Dharavarsha referred to in the Barsur inscription 

of 1060CE. The Telugu Chodas,  who entered into Bastar- Koraput region 

during the military campaign of their king Vikramaditya VI, about the middle 

of the 11th century CE, settled in that region as the feudatories of the 

Chindaka Nagas. The Telugu Choda chief Chandraditya Maharaja was a 

Mahamandaleswar and the lord of Ammagama (modern Ammagaon in 

Koraput district) and was a feudatory of the Chindaka Naga king Jagadeka 

Bhushana. 

Jagadeka Bhusana came into conflict with the Bhanja king of Khinjali 

Mandala. The Khinjali Mandal comprised parts of modern Ganjam and 

Boudh-Khondmals districts during 11th century CE. The Bhanja king 

Yasobhanja was defeated and very likely was killed by JagadekaBhusana in 

1060CE. In his Antarigama plates Yasobhanja assumes the proud title of 

Jagadekamala Vijayi. 



52 
 

After the death of Jagadeka Bhusana, the Chindaka Naga throne was 

usurped by Madhurantaka, a close relative of the deceased king. 

Someswara, the son of Jagadeka Bhusana claimed the throne and thus a 

civil war broke out in Chakrakota-Mandala which lasted for more than five 

years. Kulottunga Chola, the ruler of Vengi, helped Madhurantaka, while the 

Chalukyas of Kalyana supported the cause of Someswara. Madhurantaka 

was subsequently defeated and killed in the battle sometimes after 1056 CE 

and Someswara acquired suzerainty over Chakrakota-Mandala. 

Someswara Deva also fought with the Somavamsis of Utkala and 

Kosala and attempted to occupy the Kosala portion of the Somavamsi 

kingdom. The Telugu Choda chief Yasoraja, father of Chandradity (the 

lieutenant of Jagadeka Bhusana) was a great source of strength for him. 

Thus Yasoraja occupied Kosala in about 1070 CE, where he ruled as a 

governor of Chindaka Naga power. The above conditions speak the 

amalgamation of Kosala with Trikalinga under the Chindaka nagas in the 

11
th
 century CE. While the Kosala part was entrusted to Yasoraj to rule, the 

Chindaka nagas exercised sway on Trikalinga territory.  

When Chodaganga Deva conquered Utkala, after defeating the last 

Somavamsi king Karnadeva in 1110 CE, Someswara Deva cultivated 

friendly relation with the Ganga monarch. But his occupation of South 

Kosala and friendship with the Gangas led him to be an inveterate enemy of 

the Kalachuris of Ratnapur and Dahala who were a rival power of the 

Gangas. In 1114 CE, the Kalachuri king Jajjalla Deva crushingly defeated 

Someswara Deva, the Chindaka Naga king and imprisoned Bhujavala of 

Suvarnapura, who is identified with the Telugu Choda chief ofSomeswar 

Deva. This resulted in the collapseof the Chindaka Naga rule over 

Chakrakota Mandala. 

The Gangas 

The occupation of Utkala and Trikalinga country by Chodaganga Deva 

in 1110-11 CE on the one hand and the victory of Kalachuri king Jajjalla 

Deva over the Chindaka Naga king   Someswara Deva and his lieutenant, 

the Telugu Choda Chief Bhujavala in 1114 CE on the other, ushered an era 

of great political conflict between the Gangas and the Kalachuris in the Tel 

river valley to which Kalahandi constituted the upper and middle part.  The 

Ganga- Kalachuri wars continued for about a century and subsequently in 

about 1211 CE, the Gangas decisively defeated the Kalachuris and 

occupied the Indravati–Tel valley.  The district of Kalahandi continued to be 

an integral part of the distant Ganga empire. The Narla stone inscription 

reveals that the region then was known as Kamala Mandala which was 

hardly at a distance of fifteen km from Bhawanipatna, the early medieval fort 

site within two villages Jajjaldei pur and Dadpur. The site has revealed 
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fortification, watch tower on the top of a granite out crop, settlements, temple 

art, Ganga-fanam, brick, tile, rectangular and flat saddle quern, iron 

implements of war and peace, votive lingam and conch of chorite stone.The 

site has been identified as the provincial head–quarter of Kamala–Mandala.   

The proximity of Narla Siva temple, where the Ganga inscription is found 

further lends support to the hypothesis of Ganga strong hold in Kamala 

Mandala during the 12
th
 – 3

rd
century CE. The site has been identified as the 

capital of Kamala Mandala.   

The Khamveswari temple inscription at Sonepur reveals that the 

Gangas had suzerainty over western Odisha during the time of Bhanu Deva 

who ruled from 1264 to 1279 CE. Ganga rule in Patna (modern Balangir 

district) continued up to about 1360 CE, when Ramai Deva, a chief of the 

Chauhan dynasty, founded the rule of his family in Patna. In Kalahandi the 

end of the Ganga rule was probably not far removed from that date and it 

may tentatively be taken to be the middle of the 14
th
 century CE. 

The Nagas 

The traditional record preserved by the Darbar, however,   asserts that 

the Nagas who succeeded the Ganga in Kalahandi hailed from Chota 

Nagpur and were descendants of the legendary hero Phani Mukuta, who 

was a son of the snake god Pundarika. It is said that the last Ganga ruler of 

Kalahandi named Jagannath Dev had no male issue and his only daughter 

Surekha was given in marriage to Raghunath Sai, a prince of the Naga 

house of Chota Nagpur.  Sometime after this marriage, Raja Jagannath 

Deva went on pilgrimage with his queen to North India and on his return was 

not allowed by his son-in-law to enter the kingdom. Raghunath Sai thus 

usurped the throne in 1005 CE and started the Nagavamsi rule in Kalahandi. 

Origin of the Nagas  

In the classical Indian tradition, the appellation ‗Naga‘ implies three 

meanings such as Human being, Serpent and also Hill. The Naga, as human 

being or community had often been grouped in the Asura tribe, which was 

antagonistic to the Suras or the Devas. The ‗Nagas‘, so named for a group 

of people which they adopted ‗Serpent‘ as their totem. 

The existence of the Naga tribe in different regions of India during 

ancient and medieval period is revealed not only by the epigraphic, 

numismatics and literary records but also by a number of localities, which 

are named after the appellation ‗Naga‘ (such as, Nagapur, Nagarakhanda 

and Uragapura etc).  The Naga aspiration to sovereignty in historical period, 

at least goes back to the 5th – 6th century BCE. Their ascendancy to royalty, 

gave them Ksatriyahood in the Brahminical social hierarchy. Bharasiva 

Nagas played important part in the Pre-Gupta India.  Allahabad Prasasti (4th 

century CE) also adumbrates the discomfiture of the Naga kings of North 

India by Samudragupta. The Lahore copper plate and seal as well as the 
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Vakataka epigraphic records also refer to the Naga rule in North and Central 

India.  Generally, Padmavati, Vidisa and Mathura have been identified as the 

Naga realm.  The Nagavamsi rule, therefore, had covered over considerable 

geographical segments of ancient India. 

In Odishan context, the existence of the Naga tribe in early history is 

archaeologically unfolded.  Archaeological exploration of Kalahandi region 

has already yielded terracotta snake-hood and serpent graffiti on black 

slipped ware.  Covertly, but definitely, these archaeological findings attest to 

the existence of a tribe in early historic period, who might have been 

designated as Naga and whose totem was serpent. Heartening to note that, 

some of the present day tribes of Orissa, viz, the Kond, Gond and Munda 

etc, claim themselves as belonging to the Naga-gotra.   

The Naga aspiration to royalty in Orissa is also well fathomed.  King 

Satrubhanja (4th century CE.) of Asanpat inscription claims his Naga lineage 

and he was ruling over Vindhyatavi.  He had defeated the Devaputras in 

hundreds of battle.  Similarly king Narendra Dhavala (8th century CE.) in the 

Madras Museum copper plate mentions his Naga lineage. 

In between 10th–11
th
 century CE, Chindaka Nagas ruled over the 

Chakrakota Mandala 18 of Indravati valley.  The sphere of influence of the 

Chindaka Nagas extended up to the Sonepur region of western Orissa, 

which was under the sway of the Telugu-Choda power19.  Chindaka Naga 

dynasty and its rule, however, were petered out during the 12th century CE.  

The former territory of the Chindaka Nagas was brought under the fold of the 

Ganga Empire. Narla Siva temple inscription mentions Kamala Mandala, 

identified with Kalahandi region during the 13th century CE, when the Ganga 

Viceroy, Madana Mahadeva was ruling over it.  Dadpur-Jagalyadepur of 

Kalahandi district has been tentatively identified as the headquarters of 

Kamala Mandala (Kalahandi) during the Gangavamsi rule. It was on this 

background; the origin of the Nagavamsis in later medieval period and its 

rule in Kalahandi ought to be sought. 

Like other Royal families of medieval Orissa, the origin of the 

Nagavamsi ruling family of Kalahandi is embodying (myth and fiction).  

Scholars like S.N.Rajguru, hitherto has made elaborate discussion on the 

Pundarika Naga legend and the fiction, which is enshrined in the Sanskrit 

Kavya ‗Navasaka-Sanka-Carita‘ of Padmagupta.  He has also thrived to co-

relate the 8th century Nagavamsi King Narendra Dhavala with the above 

tradition and fiction and then cognates all with the Chindakanaga family of 

Chakrakota Mandala of 10
th
 –11

th
 century CE.  Subsequently, other scholars 

have traced the genesis of the Nagavamsi royal family or later Nagas of 

Kalahandi from the Chindakanaga stock.  The legend of the Pundarikanaga 

and his marriage with the Brahmana lady in Kaliyugavda 3044 or 56 BCE 

and their off spring Phani mukuta, is further noticed in the genealogy of the 

Naga royal family of Chottnagpur. 
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Since the Nagavamsi royal family of Kalahandi claims descent from the 

Chottnagpur Naga royal family, it is customary of the later to trace 

Phanimukuta and Naga God Pundarika as their progenitor. However, in the 

Rajdarbar record and the Nagavansacarita, the circumstance leading to the 

foundation of Nagavamsi rule in Kalahandi (Karonda) is graphically 

described. The date of the beginning of Naga rule in the erstwhile Kalahandi 

was the reign period of King Raghunath Sai (First King of the family) whose 

rule has been fixed on 1005 CE (Vikram era 1062).  Collateral tradition is in 

vogue among the Kond tribes of Kalahandi that the Patmajhi (Headman of 

the Konds) adopted a scion of the Nagavamsi and installed him on the 

‗Gadee‘ (throne) of Kalahandi after the death of the last Gangavamsi ruler of 

the region.  In the Folk-songs of Kalahandi, therefore, the Nagavansi kings 

are described as ‗Kond Child‘. Similarly the Legend woven round the origin 

of the Naga family of Chhotnagpur cognates the Munda tribe with the origin 

of the Naga dynasty. The following conclusions may be arrived at on the 

basis of these discussion. 

a. There was a pre-existing Naga tribe or the tribe whose totem was 

serpent at least since the Proto-historic period. 

b. The first Nagavamsi king Raghunath Sai belonged to the Naga tribe 

of erstwhile Kalahandi. He seems to be the leader of the said tribe 

and was supported by the Khond community. 

c. Raghunath Sai succeeded to the Gangavamsi throne of Kamala 

Mandala (Kalahandi) and laid the foundation of the Nagavamsi 

dynasty.  

There is, however, confusion on the date of the inception of Nagavamsi 

rule in Kalahandi.  The Darbar recorded date for the beginning of Nagavamsi 

rule is shown as Vikram Samvat 1062 or 1005 CE which appears to be too 

early.  Indeed, this date or 11
th
 century CE exposes Kalahandi, as a land, 

that was sandwiched between the rival powers Kalachuris, Chindakanagas 

and the Somavamsis.  The rise of any new dynasty or rule during this period 

of political turmoil was well-neigh possible.  Further, as cited already, the 

Narla Siva Temple inscription categorically mentions the persistence of 

Ganga rule in Kamala Mandal (Kalahandi) until the 13
th
 century CE. It seems 

therefore that the Nagavansis emerged to power in Kalahandi region during 

the 14
th
 century CE. 

The 14
th
 century CE was a period of political transition in Odisha.  By 

this time, Later Ganga dynasty was weak. Taking advantage of the 

weakness of the central authority, Ramaideva established Chauhana rule in 

Patna of Western Odisha during the 14th century CE. There is no evidence 

pertaining to the continuity of Gangavamsi rule in Kamala Mandala 

(Kalahandi) after the 13th century CE. It appears thus that by the beginning 

of the 14
th
 century CE, Kalahandi alias Kamala Mandala had severed all its 
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connection from the Ganga realm and became independent. Moreover, none 

of the epigraphic record of the Suryavamsi Gajapatis (15
th
 –16

th
 century CE) 

who succeeded to the Gangavamsis in Odisha refers to erstwhile Kalahandi 

as part of Odisha Empire. On the basis of the above discussion, a rational 

Royal Chronology of the Naga dynasty of Kalahandi appears to be as 

follows. 

Nagavamsi Royal Chronology of Kalahandi 
I Mythical Section / Literary Fiction Period 

 
 Naga God Pundarika Naga and his marriage with 

the Brahmana girl 
Pilgrimage to Puri and birth of Phanimukuta Rai. 
Phanimukuta was sheltered and reared by the 
Madara Chief of Munda Tribe. 
Demonstration of Ksatriya lineage by Phanimukuta. 
Installation of Phanimukuta on the Gadee of 
Chhotanagpur 

Kaliyuga / Christian Era  
 
Kaliyugavda 
 
3044 or 56 BCE. 

 

II 

Legendary   Section (Darbar Record and the 
Nagavamsacarita) 

Period 

 Raghunath Sai, Scion of the Naga family of 
Chotanagpur and his marriage with the Ganga 
Princess Surekha of Kamala Mandala (Kalahandi). 
Usurpation of Gangavamsi throne of Kalahandi by 
Raghunath Sai. 
Rule of 14 Nagavamsi Kings after Rama Chandra 
Deo (7th king). 
Raja Udit Narayan Deo suffered from cholera and he 
was relieved by the grace of goddess Manikeswari. 
Recognition accorded to the deity as tutelary 
goddess. 

4th generation member 
of Phanimukuta. 
Vikram Samvat - 1062 or 
1005 CE 
1234 A.D. – 1693 CE.  
Or 459 years 
1846 - 47 CE. 
 

III Historical Section Period 
 

 

 

 

 

Existence of Naga tribe in Kalahandi survival of 
Naga relics - Archaeological perspective. 
Beginning of Nagvamsi rule in Kalahandi, Political 
unrest in Kalahandi during the reign of King 
Harichandra Deo (6th Raja). 
Beginning of special Abhisek at Jugsaipatna by the 
Patmajhi of the Kond tribe. 
Assignment of Garhs and later on Zamindaris to the 
members of the royal blood for consolidation of 
Nagavamsi holds. 
Patronization to Brahmanas viz. Aranyaka and 
Utkaliya. 
Transfer of capital from Junagarh to Bundeseer 
(Bhawanipatna alias Bhaumadevapatna) and 
reorganization to Hindunized GoddesManikeswari as 
tutelary deity (Istadevi) 

Proto-Historic Period 
1300 CE / 14th Century 
CE. 
 
14th – 15th Century CE. 
 
15th Century CE 
16th – 18th Century CE. 
19th Century CE. 
 

 

Source  B.Mishra–Legitimization of the Nagavamsi Kingship in Kalahandi, Orissa. Orissa 

Historical Research Journal, (OHRJ) Vol – XLVIII, No -3 and 4, 2007, Orissa State Museum 
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Early Nagas (Junagarh as the capital) 

The Genealogy of Naga dynsty is described in Appendix–I, which is as 

per the earlier findings. The recent findings have not been incorporated in 

the discussion because of insufficient data. Raghunath Sai ruled for 35 

years. After him thirty chiefs ruled over Kalahandi states.The activities of the 

earlier kings of the above list are not properly known and the history of the 

dynasty becomes clear only from the time of Maratha and British records. 

Maharaja Raghu Keshari Deo, the 29
th
 ruler, gave a detailed account of the 

history of his dynasty to the political agent of Chhatisgarh feudatories at 

Raipur on 18
th
 September, 1886. Since his writing was based on some 

authentic records relevant portions of it are given below regarding the history 

of the Naga ruler in Kalahandi up to the time of Maharaja Fate Narayana 

Deo, the 27
th
 ruler. 

The important events of the reign of Naga kings thus can be gathered 

from the Raj Darbar record- ―The ancient capital or Rajdhani of this 

principality was called Junabali afterwards changed to Junagarh. Junabali 

was so called as human sacrifices were occasionally offered to the goddess 

Lankeswari. Nothing is known worth recording about the reigns after 

Raghunath Sai.‖ 

The sixth raja of Kalahandi was Hari Chandra Deo. His reign was full of 

mishaps and disturbances in which he struggled for 28 years and died in 

great agony. His pregnant Raneee fled to her father‘s house Gadapur and 

gave birth to a son there, who was named Ram Chandra Deo. For some 

time after the death of raja Hari Chandra Deo the principality was in a state 

of anarchy. The people being much troubled by constant petty wars and 

insecurity of their lives and property went in search of their Ranee to 

Gadapur in the former Phulbni district. 

They were fortunate to see the prince Ram Chandra Deo and his 

mother at Gadapur and requested them to return to their own kingdom and 

rule over it. But the father of the Ranee at first refused to allow them to 

return. But Ram Chandra Deo, though a minor, thought it better to reign over 

his kingdom than remaining at his maternal grandfather‘s house. So it was 

decided that he should return with his mother and he brought with him the 

goddess Manikeswari which is the family goddess of the Naga family till 

now. The Kondhs promised him protection and help and appointed a Dewan 

to assist him in his state affairs. Sarbanks was appointed as Dewan. They all 

came back to Kalahandi together and Ram Chandra Deo was crowned as 

the king of Kalahandi at Jugsaipatna by a Kondh who is called Patmajhi. 

This custom is still in vogue from that time and all Kalahandi rajas are 

crowned at Jugsaipatna by the PatMajhi. He established his reign, quelled 

much disturbances, encouraged agriculture and after a reign of 33 years, he 
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died. He was succeeded by his son Gopinath Deo, who reigned for 37 year 

and his son Balabhadra Deo ruled after him for 35 years. Nothing of 

importance is known. Raghuraj Deo succeeded to the Raj Gadee after the 

death of his father Balabhadra Deo. During the reign of this raja an 

adventurer named Subudhi came from Madras side with a number of 

retainers with him. A battle took place between Kalahandi Raja and Subudhi 

in which the former was defeated and fled. Subudhi then reigned for some 

time and built a Garh at Junagarh called after his name. Raghuraj Deo 

collected his men and again came to Junagarh. A battle was fought there in 

which Subudhi was utterly routedout and Nagavamsi reign was again 

established. This raja reigned for 31 years and died.  

Nothing significant is known of the two successors, Rai Singh Deo and 

Haria Deo who reigned for 29 years and 34 years respectively till we come 

to Jugasai Deo in Sambat 1457. He ruled for 12 years. Afterwards, Jugasai 

Deo reigned for 36 years and died after him Pratap Narayan Deo, Hari 

Rudra Deo, Jugasai Deo, Anko Deo, Pratap Deo, Raghunath Deo, 

Biswambar Deo, Rai Singh Deo, Dasmanta Deo, Jugasai Deo ruled by their 

turns, nothing of importance is known till we come to the reign of Kharag Rai 

Deo, the 23
rd

 in succession. He was not the proper heir. The proper heir to 

the Gadee was Bharamabar Deo, who was expelled by his younger brother, 

Kharag Rai Deo, who reigned in his place. Bharamabar Deo fled to Jeypore 

state where he died. Kharag Rai after a reign of 26 years breathed his last. 

His son Rai Singh Deo succeeded him. This Raja had no male issue by his 

chief queen (Pat Ranee). The Kondh Umras (Kondh Zamindars) and other 

gentlemen of the state induced him to marry a second wife. They also 

induced the neighbouring Raja of Khariar to give hisdaughter in marriage 

who gave his consent to this proposal on condition that the male issue of his 

daughter should succeed his father. This condition was granted and the 

marriage was celebrated. The Khariar Ranee gave birth to two sons named 

Jagannath Singh and Keshari Singh. Afterwards Purusottam Deo was born 

of the Pat Ranee. There was some disturbance in his reign which was 

subdued. He reigned for 24 years and died. There was a great confusion 

after his death. Purusottam Deo being born of Pat Ranee claimed the 

Gudee. Half the people in the state took the side of Purusottam Deo and the 

other half sided with Keshari Singh. A conflict took place in which at first 

Purusottam Deo defeated Keshari Singh and sat on the throne. Keshari 

Singh fled to Khariar. There he collected an army with the assistance of his 

grandfather the Khariar Raja and came back to Kalahandi. A battle took 

place. Purusottam Deo was again successful. Keshari Singh returned to 

Khariar with the plundered image of Dadhibabana. At this time the Bhonsla 

family of Nagpur swayed suzerainty over the chiefs of the Kalahandi and the 

surrounding states. Keshri Singh pleaded his cause for the decision of the 

Bhonsla. The case was decided in favour of Raja Purusottm Deo who was 
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acknowledged asthe Raja of Kalahandi. It his reign for the first time a Takoli 

of Rs. 5,330/- (tax) was fixedper year by the Bhonsla who in return gave a 

Khilat of Rs. 530/- in the shape of dress or cash to the Kalahandi chief. On 

his return from Nagpur in the way Keshari Singh again fought with 

PurusottamDeo and plundered him of all his property. Purusottam Deo 

returned to his kingdom quite destitute. The Bhonsla of Nagpur demanded 

the payment of his Takoli which could not be paid owing to the poverty of the 

people. So soldiers were sent from Nagpur who looted the people and 

oppressed them in many ways. Purusottam Deo excavated a large tank at 

Bhawanipatna which is still called after his name. His headquarters was at 

Bhandeswar now known as Purunapada. Purusottam Deo had three sons 

namely Jugasai Deo, Biswanath Deo and Sundar Deo. He died after a 

successful reign of 25 years and was succeeded by his eldest son Jugasai 

Deo. His brother BiswanathDeo was given the Zamindary of Langigarh. The 

Raja was a religious man. Much of his time was spent in his daily worship. 

Consequently he could not devote more time to the affairs of the state.  This 

duty was, therefore, transferred to his brother Biswanath Deo who acted as 

his Dewan. There was a Kondh rebellion during this time which was 

suppressed by Biswanath Deo. The Marahattas came with 4,009 men to 

capture the rule. They were also defeated by Biswanath Deo. These 

successes elated Biswanath Deo, who conspired to make his son 

Chhatrapati Deo to succeed to the Kalahandi Gudee. This led to enmity 

between him and Fate Narayan Deo the rightful heir to the throne. 

Biswanath Deo also conspired with his younger brother Sundar Deo who 

was a great warrior to support his son to succeed the Gudee. There was 

another Sundar Deo, Zamindar of Koksara who was assassinated at the 

time of sacred thread ceremony of Fateh Narayan Deo at Chhoriagarh, 

because he sided with Fateh Narayan Deo and his father Raja Jugasai Deo. 

After this, a battle was fought between Biswanath Deo and Fateh Narayan 

Deo at Medinipur in which Biswanath Deo was defeated and fled to 

Lanjigarh. Biswanath Deo after wards submitted and asked permission to go 

back to his own estate of Lanjigarh. But he was not silent there. He was 

always intriguing. He infused dissension among the Zamindars of Madanpur-

Rampur, Thuamul-Rampur and Karlapat who rebelled against the authority 

of Jugasai Deo. The Nagpur Bhonsla Baji Rao also called Raghuji, who at 

this time was a minor and his kingdom was managed by east India 

Company. One Mr. Agnew was manager at Raipur. Biswanath Deo the 

Lanjigarh Zamindar complained before Mr. Agnew for which Raja Jugasai 

Deo and Fateh Narayana Deo were called to Raipur. The case was under 

investigation and before any order was passed, Biswanath Deo who was a 

famous man for intrigue, gave out that both raja Jugasai Deo and Fate 

Narayan Deo would be imprisoned. Raja Jugasai Deo was a very simple 

man who believing this false rumour advised his son Fate Narayan Deo to 



60 
 

hasten back to Kalahandi and he himself committed suicide by shooting 

himself with a revolver at his tent. He dug many tanks in different villages for  

free water supply to the people. So Maratha soldiers were sent for the 

apprehension of Fateh Narayan Deo who took shelter with a Kurmi Gountia 

of Mahasamunda, a village on the way to Mahasamunda, who protected the 

prince and gave him shelter. After the war, the Gountia escorted the prince 

of Kalahandi. Fate Narayan Deo succeeded to the Gudee. Biswanath Deo 

also returned to Kalahandi. He again conspired with the Zamindars of 

Rampur-Madanpur, Thuamul-Rampur and Karlapat and led the united force 

against Fate Narayan Deo and a battle took place near the black mountain 

(Karla Donger) in the Badnuddy Taluk in which Biswanath Singh was 

defeated with great loss. The loss of side of Fate Narayan Deo was also 

great. The Lanjigarh force fled because there was no provision for them. Baji 

Rao Bhonsla attained majority and was seated on the throne of his ancestor. 

Biswanath Singh again laid his claim. Raja Fateh Narayan Deo sent his Vakil 

Madhu Nanda to Nagpur. The case was decided by the Bhonsla in favour of 

raja Fate-Narayan Deo. Biswanath Deo being disappointed returned and 

died broken hearted. The Kondhs of the Buksha took arms against the 

Madanpur Zamindar who was quite unable to suppress the rebellion. Raja 

Fateh Narayan Deo took arms against them and defeated them. The Buska 

taluk was then annexed to Kalahandi proper. Raja Fate Narayan Deo also 

defeated Mukund Singh, the rebellious Zamindars of Karlapat, who was 

imprisoned at Junagarh for a year. Two villages were taken from this 

Zamindar, Pitagura and Tentulikhunti and annexed to Kalahandi. He was 

also made to pay in cash Rs. 2,000 as indemnity. Fate Narayan Deo also 

quelled the rebellions of Mohulpatna, Thuamul-Rampur and Kashipur 

Zamindary. The Mohulpatna Zamindar was reinstated by him. Raja Fate 

Narayan Deo‘s skill and bravery in war was acknowledged. He subdued all 

his enemies and consolidated his kingdom. A great event in his reign was 

the abolition of human sacrifice in the Kalahandi state. This inhuman 

practice was entirely done away with. Owing to the disturbances, he could 

not do much improvement of the state. The monopoly of trade was in the 

hands of the Banjaras. Chhatrapati Deo the son of Biswanath Deo again laid 

his claim before the Bhonsla of Nagpur. Raja Fate Narayan Deo went to 

Nagpur and was treated very kindly by the Bhonsla. The case was decided 

in favour of Fate Narayan Deo. But Chhatrapati Deo only got for his 

maintenance Lanjigarh, Mudangarh and Bhurti. After this there was no 

quarrel between them. On his return from Nagpur, the Bhonsla Maharaja 

gave an elephant, horse and rich dress and ornaments as Khilat. After his 

return to Kalahandi, Thuamul- Rampur zamindar again rebelled. A report 

was sent this time of the rebellion to the Nagpur Bhonsla who despatched 

infantry and cavalry to assist Fate Narayan Deo. But the Thuamul zamindari 

being situated in a very hilly and inaccessible place without any road they 
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could not be conquered. Padman Singh in the mean time died. Not 

withstanding this rebellion Fate Narayan Deo seated RamachandraDeo, the 

son of Padman Singh on his ancestral Gudee. A large number of Nagpur 

army died of malaria fever and other diseases and the rest returned to 

Nagpur. He reigned for 22 years and died in 1854.  

Kalahandi under the rule of the Nagas was practically independent and 

there is no evidence of suzerainty exercised over it by the Sultans of Delhi or 

the Mughal emperors. This was mostly due to the geographical location of 

the territory and the impenetrable forests and hills with which the region was 

covered. The Rajas of Kalahandi claimed authority over eighteen forts which 

was then considered to be a symbol of independent power. It is said that 

prior to 1712 CE the Naga rulers of Kalahandi were satisfied with only 

fourteen forts and that year Raja Jugsai Deo III obtained four forts from 

Budha Viswambhar Deo, the Raja of Jeypore, which were added to Thuamul 

estate, thus raising the number of forts in Kalahandi kingdom to eighteen. 

C.U. Wills is, however, of opinion that ―invariably the state had always 

contained 18 garhs, but the five had been compressed into one presumably 

of the time of cessation of four additional garhs from Jeypore, with a view to 

preventing any disturbance of the conventional Athargarh‖. This status of 

independence continued till the occupation of Kalahandi by the Bhonsla Raja 

of Nagpur. 

It is, however, not clearly known how and precisely when Kalahandi 

came under the domination of the Marathas. The Chhatisgarh region came 

under the full control of the Marathas by 1755, the year Raghuji I, the raja of 

Nagpur occupied the Raipur kingdom after driving out ruler Amar Singh. The 

Kalahandi kingdom was adjoining Raipur territory. But it is not known to have 

formed a part of the kingdom of Nagpur till 1766 when T. Motte refers to it as 

outside the territory of Bimbji Bhonsla. In Rennell‘s map published in 1788 

CE, we find Kalahandi as a part of the Maratha territory. So, this kingdom 

was occupied by the Marathas sometime between 1766 and 1788 CE.  

Raghuji Bhonsla–II, who came to the throne of Nagpur in 1788, is 

known to have claimed suzerainty over Kalahandi. The civil war that took 

place between Purusottam Deo and Keshari Singh, the two sons of Rai 

Singh Deo (1747-1771) was decided by the interference of Raghuji II. 

Keshari Singh was the eldest son but was born of the second queen while 

Purusottam Deo was the son of the first queen of Rai Singh. After the death 

of Rai Singh there was bitter dispute between the two brothers for 

succession and Purusottam Deo could defeat Keshari Singh with the help of 

his maternal uncle, the raja of Khariar. There upon Keshari Singh went to 

Nagpur and put forward his claims before Raghuji Bhonsla-II who 

considered the case and gave his judgment in favour of Purusottam Deo. 

Raghuji recognized Purusottam Deo as the Raja of Kalahandi and the latter 
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agreed to pay an annual tribute of Rs. 5,330 to the former. The territory of 

Nagpur under Raghuji II was very extensive. It was then divided into eight 

provinces, one of which comprised Chhatisgarh and neighbouring states of 

Sambalpur, Surguja, Bastar, Kanker, and Kalahandi yielding annual revenue 

of Six Lakhs of rupees. This province was under the administration of 

Bimbaji, the youngest son of Raghuji and it‘s headquarter was at Ratnapur. 

After the death of Bimbaji in 1787 his adopted son Chimnaji (younger brother 

of Raghuji II) ruled over this province which passed to the hands of Vyankoji, 

a nephew of Raghuji-II in 1789 on the premature death of Chimnaji. It may 

be mentioned here that this collateral Bhonsla family ruled from Ratnapur 

and took little interest in the administration of Kalahandi which was more or 

less inaccessible to them.  

Purusottam Deo died in 1796 and was succeeded by his son Jugasai 

Deo IV during whose rule the second Anglo-Maratha war broke out in 1803 

resulting in complete defeat of Raghuji-II. According to the treaty of Deogaon 

signed on the 17
th
 December, 1803 the province of Cuttack was ceded to the 

British by the Raja of Nagpur. Patna and Sambalpur group of states were 

conquered by the British on the course of the war but those were returned to 

Raghuji II in August 1806. It is not clearly known whether Kalahandi was 

occupied by the British along with Patna. An unpublished chronicle of 

Kalahandi has recorded that the difference between Jugasai Deo and his 

brother Biswanth Singh was referred to the court of Nagpur for settlement. 

This event indicates that Kalahandi continued to be under the direct rule of 

Raghiji II even after the treaty of Deogaon. This is corroborated by the fact 

that Kalahandi does not find place on the list of territory restored to Raghuji II 

in 1806.  

In the third Anglo-Maratha war (1817-18) Appa sahib, the then Bhonsla 

of Nagpur, was completely defeated and was deposed. The new Bhonsla 

Raghuji-III being a minor the Nagpur kingdom was placed under the 

management of British resident stationed at Nagpur. The kingdom lapsed to 

the British government in 1853 when Raghuji-III than a nominal ruler died 

without any male heir. Consequently Kalahandi came directly under the 

British rule in 1863. In 1854, Raja Fate Narayan Deo died and was 

succeeded by his son Udit Pratap Deo. 

Later Nagas (Bhawanipatna as the Capital) 

The introduction of direct British rule in Kalahandi almost synchronized 

with the death of Fateh Narayan Deo and the succession of Raja Udit Pratap 

Deo in 1854. Udit Pratap was the most illustrious among the Nagavamsi 

Raja of Kalahandi. His rule was peaceful except that the Kandhas in 

Rampur-Madanpur Zamidary rebelled for some time, but were easily quelled 

by the skillful management of their affairs. The Kandha leader Chakra 
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Visoyee took shelter on the banks ofthe Tel River, living alternatively in 

Madanpur Zamindari in Kalahandi states, and at Jarasinga. Samuell 

requested the commissioner of Nagpur to call upon the Raja of Madanpur to 

deliver Chakra Visoyee. The Raja of Madanpur declared that he was 

ignorant of Chakra Visoyee‘s presence in his estate. Chakra Visoyee‘s 

presence in the Madanpur Zamindari became evident when the attack on Lt. 

Macneill‘s camp took place. In 1853, he arrested Rendo Majhi, the head of 

the Borikiyas Kandhas of Kalahandi alleging complicity with Meriah activities 

with a view to terrorize the revolting tribals and kept him in jail at Russel 

Konda. In December 1855 during his annual tour of Kalahandi, the Agent 

took the prisoner in chain along with him with a view to warn the Kandhas by 

this deterrent example. The Borikikiya Kandhas could not tolerate the 

humiliation of their chief and attacked the camp of the Agent. On the 10
th

 

December, 1855, Lt. Macneill, the agent in the hill tract of Odisha, was 

attacked by the Kandhas at Orladhani in the Madanpur estate.The attack 

was repulsed with some casualty including Rendo Majhi. (For details 

chapter-xv and xvi be referred) 

The Orladhani incident was not forgotten by C.F. Cockburn, who 

succeeded Samuells as superintendent of the Tributary Mahals in 1856. He 

ordered an enquiry with regard to the conduct of the Raja of Madanpur. The 

report of Elliot, who made the enquiry, was delayed due to outbreak of the 

revolt of 1857. Lt. Elliot held that Chakra Visoyee and his gang were 

harboured and encouraged by Raja of Madanpur. The Raja was removed 

from management of his estate and detained under the surveillance of his 

chief, the Raja of Kalahandi. Raja Udit Pratap Deo collected a number of 

learned men specially Brahmins around him and gave village mafi for their 

maintenance. The grants of land during the time of Jugasai Deo and Fate 

Narayan Deo were also renewed and confirmed by him. He made a 

summary settlement in the state. He abolished various levies and declared 

the state open to trade and commerce as a result of which merchants from 

outside began flock there. He personally attended the state affairs and made 

detailed arrangements for the discharge of criminal, civil and revenue works. 

He was liked by the British Government and the people because of his 

development works and liberal policy. The Government presented him an 

armlet studded with precious stone as a token of appreciation of his work. 

His charity was unprecedented type and nearly one third of his raj was given 

away to his relatives and learned Brahmins. Many times he visited Northern 

and Southern India and his affable manners, pleasing disposition and 

profound liberty made him well known throughout India. His sister was 

married to the raja of Saraikela and he married to Asha Kumara Devi, the 

only issue of Maharaja Narayan Singh, the late ruler of Sambalpur. His three 

daughters were given in marriage to the heir apparent of Sonepur, Bamra 

and Gangpur state. He had no male issue. So he adopted at the first Babu 

Rambhadra Sai as his son, but later on in 1860 he rejected him for bad 
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behavior with the sanction of the Government. In 187, he was present at the 

imperial assemblage at Delhi and there he was received with much 

distinction and honour. A gold medal and a sword were presented to him by 

the Viceroy and Governor-General. A salute of nine guns was also 

conferred-a privilege not enjoyed by any of the feudatory chiefs in Odisha.  

Sometime after his return from Delhi, raja Udit Pratap adopted Raghu 

Keshari Deo as his son with the sanction of the British Government. He rued 

for 23 years (he was a minor for 4 years after succession) and died in 1881 

of a lingering disease which he contracted by his ardent zeal in Shikar. At 

the time of his death Raghu Keshari was a minor and so the affair of 

administration was conducted by the eldest rani, Asha Kumari Devi. It was 

during the rule of Asha Kumari Devi that the great Kandha rebellion took 

place in 1882. The Kandhas had great grievance against the Kulta 

cultivators who had been brought to Kalahandi by Udit Pratap Deo from 

Sambalpur for improvement of agriculture in the state. The Kultas allegedly 

exploited the simple minded Kandhas and deprived them of the best of their 

lands. After the death of Udit Pratap the Kandhas took advantage of the 

weak rule of Asha Kumari and decided to take revenge on the Kultas 

cultivators. The partisans of Ramabhadra who had been disowned by Udit 

Pratap Deo fanned the amber of discontentment among the Kandhas and 

rebellion started in May, 1882 from Asurgarh-Narla region. Large numbers of 

Kultas were killed in cold blood and the rising was suppressed with the help 

of the British troops. Seven Kandha leaders were tried and given capital 

punishment. As a result of the Kandhas raising the British government took 

the direct management of the state till the 24
th
 of January 1894 when Raghu 

Keshari Deo attained majority and obtained the Gadee. He had his 

education at Raj Kumar College, Jubbulpore, and earned his name as a 

great wrestler and rider. The new Raja married the daughter of the raja of 

Saraikela in March 1894 and had a son on the 13
th
 may 1896. He was, 

however, not destined to rule long. His Dewan was Pandit Batuk Bharti, a 

great scholar. He in his own hand wrote the first history of Kalahandi raj 

family in English. He had a strong circle of enemies who conspired against 

his life and in the night of 20
th
 October 1897 he was murdered in his bed 

room. His only son Brajamohan Deo being anan infant then, Kalahandi was 

placed under the management of the court of wards. The state was released 

to Raja Brajamohan Deo in 1917 when he attained adulthood. He was 

declared as the raja of Kalahandi in the Durbar organized at Sambalpur on 

the 15
th
 September 1917. On the 3

rd
 June 1918, he obtained the title O.B.E 

(Order of the British Empire) and on the 16
th
 October 1926 was honoured 

with the title of Maharaja. This title was made hereditary on the 20
th
 October 

1932. 

Maharaja Brajamohan was an enlightened ruler and he made sincere 

attempt to spread education and improve agriculture in his state. He 

established several Primary schools and Middle English schools upgraded 
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the school at Bhawanipatna to a High English school. In order to improve 

efficiency in administration he abolished the system of hereditary 

appointment. The land settlement was made in modern line in 1922 and the 

land revenue was liberally fixed. The cultivators were declared to be the real 

owner of the land. In 1934, the office of the revenue inspector was created to 

look after revenue management. The Maharaja abolished the system of 

forced labour and in 1935 created the public works department for 

construction of roads and buildings in the state. He also reorganized the 

police administration in 1933 when the old posts of Gantayat and Sardar 

were abolished and police system was modernized. The laws prevalent in 

the British territory regarding registration, stamp, endowment, etc., were 

adopted in the state. It was during this rule that the railway line from Raipur 

to Visakhapatnam was constructed which passed through the Kalahandi 

state. The state also enjoyed the privilege of telegraph and telephone and 

street lighting and in 1927 the town had pipe water system.  

Maharaja Brajamohan Deo died on the 11
th
 of September 1939 and 

was succeeded by his son Maharaja PratapKeshari Deo. The reign of 

Brajamohan Deo and Pratap Kesari Deo synchronized the Freedom 

Movement in India under the aegis of the Indian National Congress. 

Nevertheless, our source is so scanty to provide an account on the Freedom 

Movement in Kalahandi unlike in neighbouring Koraput district.* The Second 

Great War had already started by the time of his accession on the gadi and 

the political atmosphere in India was surcharged with intense national feeling 

against the raj. Pratap Keshari Deo being highly educated and cultured ruler, 

introduced reforms in his administration in order to cope with the political 

changes of the time. He passed the Village Panchayat Order and Karunda 

Praja Sabha Order of 1942 in order to introduce self-Government system in 

his state. Praja-Sabhas were organized on democratic basic at 

Bhawanipatna, Dharmgarh, Thuamul-Rampur, Kasipur, Jayapatna, Karlapat, 

Lanjigarh and Madanpur-Rampur. Those Praja-Sabhas were constituted by 

the representatives of the people who were being elected from different 

constituencies by direct adult suffrage. The Praja-Sabhas were to decide all 

the matter of local interest regarding health, education, agriculture and 

development works. The Legislative Assembly for the state was also 

organized on democratic line and it was inaugurated on the 12
th
 August 

1946. A State prize of Rs. 1,000 per year used to be given to the best Oriya 

writer of the year and many prominent Oriya Authors won prizes which 

helped the growth of Oriya literature. 

*As Kalahandi was under a Princely rule, the administration was ever 

vigilant on the activities of people desiring to participate in Freedom 

Struggle. In post – independence time, however, number of people have 

received bhatta / pension from government as freedom fighters. List of 

pension holders as freedom fighter is mentioned in Chapter-XVI. Some 

freedom fighters did not like to accept bhatta.    
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Maharaja Pratap Keshari Deo established the Archaeological 

Department and made sincere attempt to preserve the ancient monuments 

with which Kalahandi was so rich. The excavation of Belkhandi was under 

taken in 1946 by the Department through his encouragement and a quarterly 

research Journal entitled Kalinga Historical Research Journal was published 

mostly by his initiative and generous help. He made all arrangements for 

establishment of a Museum at Bhawanipaatna but could not get time and 

scope to materialize the scheme. 

The Indian Independence Day was celebrated by the people of 

Kalahandi at Bhawanipatna on the 15
th
 August 1947 with great pomp and 

national spirit in which the Maharaja presided and delivered an address. The 

following resolution was passed in the meeting. 

“Resolved that the people of Kalahandi State rejoice at India‟s 

attainment of full independent powers consequent on the transfer of powers 

from the British to the Dominion of India on the 15
th
 of August 1947 which 

will remain ever memorable in the history of India, nay, in the history of the 

World, and hope that this country will play an important role to contribute 

towards the preservation and promotion of peace and prosperity of the 

world.At the same time they pray the All-mighty that this Dominion of India 

will be able to enjoy the fruit of independence for all time to come. They 

sincerely hope that their Muslim and other brothers will also similarly prosper 

in the independent Dominion of Pakistan and fell that cordial and brotherly 

relationship will perpetually exist between the two Dominions of India and 

Pakistan”. 

Hectic political activity continued in Kalahandi during the period of 

independence. It becomes pretty clear that Kalahandi would join the Indian 

dominion and kingship would cease to exist in Kalahandi. Nonetheless, the 

ruling chiefs of feudatory states of Chhatisgarh and twenty four Gadjat states 

of Odisha desired to create Eastern States Union.  Kalahandi State 

Assembly, which was mostly a nominated body and few elected 

representatives passed a resolution with majority to join with the Eastern 

States Union. This effort however, failed.   Maharaja P.K Deo, Maharaja of 

Kalahandi State signed the Merger Agreement forcibly on 15
th
 December 

1947 at Cuttack. Later, he addressed the people of Bhawanipatna.  His 

speech runs thus ―---- today I am reminded of the incident of Jugsaipatna, 

when sitting on the lap of the Patbisimaji on that famous stone where my 

forefathers sat, I made a vow before goddess Manikeswari that to the best of 

my ability, I would serve this ancient state and its people till my death. But 

that is not the will of god. This State is as dear to me as to any of you. I 

never for a day thought that I was the master of this State. I was simply a 

trustee of this ancient property---"  (P.K Deo - Memoirs of a Bygone Era, 

2000, pp, 118, New Delhi.) 
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On 23 December 1947, Government of India delegated to the 

Government of Odisha the power to administer the Odisha States. On 1
st
 

January 1948, the administration of Kalahandi was taken over by the 

Government of Odisha. However, on August 1949, the Governor General 

issued a notification of complegte amalgamation of the States with the 

Orissa Province and the matter became final. Thus Kalahandi became fully 

independent four months after the Indepenedence of India. The fighters 

against the King's rule were truly Freedom Fighters.  

Post-Independence Period 

Professor Ramchandra Guha has said at a recently held spring fever 

festival 2016 organized by Penguin Random House on the context of the 

contents of his latest book Democrats and Dissenters, ―While India is one of 

the most interesting countries of the world, there is very little written record 

about the contemporary history of a country which has seen five revolutions-

Political, National, Industrial, Urban and Social-aslmost simultaneously.‖ 

Kalahandi has also seen the effect of these revolutions after independence 

though in a slow pace. 

After the King signed the merger document, there was a cry against 

merger by a small section of people. The anti-merger agitation was localized 

mostly in various headquarters of Maharajas and Zamindars like 

Bhawanipatna, Jaipatna, and Dharamgarh. The objection of the people for 

merger was a psychological fear that Kalahandi would be neglected by 

Cuttack and they would suffer. The persons being inspired by Gandhiji were 

fighting against the kingship and had spread sufficient feelings against the 

kingship. They brought out processions on the night of August 14, 1947 in 

many villages of the state. Many people were wearing Gandhi cap and were 

hanging Gandhi photo. The students of Brajamohan High school were 

hanging the photograph of Gandhiji even during Maharaja Brajamohan 

Deo's rule. Thus the wave of independence movement had entered 

Klahandi. The fear was that the British-ruled districts like Cuttack, 

Sambalpur, Balasore, Ganjam and Koraput, where freedom movement took 

place, would take an upper hand on every issue.The freedom movement in 

Kalahandi and elsewhere (King-ruled areas) was only against the kingship. 

About twentyfive people of anti-merger movement were arrested and were 

kept in the prison for one year. They also wrote a memorandum to Gandhiji 

which never reached him. Thus Kalahandi started moving as a part of 

Independent India from 1
st
 January, 1948 and became a separate district on 

1
st
 November 1949 with Nuapada from Sambalpur district. Kashipur Block 

was transferred to the then Koraput district in 1967. The Lok Sabha 

constituency, however, comprises present Kalahandi and Nuapada districts. 

Inspite of the fact that Kalahandi had sent 100,000 tons of rice during Bengal 

famine, Kalahndi suffered from drought during the 1960s and 80s. Had the 

state Government of Orissa taken up Indravati project earler, as proposed, in 

the 1930s by the princely state, these droughts could have been avoided. 
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The second High School came up in 1950, the first college in 1960. In the 

field of health care, the centers were located at 4-5 places; the rural folk did 

not have adequate access to healthcare till recent times. Most of the rural 

folk depended upon traditional medicines. 

The Upper Indravati Irrigation Project started when Morarji Desai was 

the Prime Minister. Lanjigarh-Junagarh railway line was approved when 

Chandrasekhar became Prime Minister in 1990. National Highway 201 and 

217 were approved during Prime Minister Vajpayee‘s period. After 

commissioning of Indravati Project, there is manifold increase of rice mills. 

The double cropping of paddy has improved the economic standard of 

farmers, the village concrete roads, the highways, PMG Sadak Yojana have 

made communication more comfortable and faster. As a result, economy of 

the people has also shown a positive trend. 

Kalahandi is also a witness to the movement of population from rural to 

urban sector for better education, better health services, better income and 

for a better lifestyle. The land once owned by big farmers to the extent of 

hundreds of acres has been fragmented. Dependency on agriculture is 

decreasing. This labor intensive economic activity has resulted in the 

improvement of hand-to-mouth sustenance. The spread of education has 

enabled the common man to enter into service and also to business. 

Education to all has changed the social pattern of the society. The strong 

caste barrier is mostly vanishing because of education and empowerment. 

Such weak borderline is still visible in the rural areas but not in the urban 

areas.   

People now are able to show their talent in many aspects of cultural 

life.  The Ghumura dance has become internationalised. The art, paintings, 

alpine, etc. are obtaining reognition not only in the state but also outside the 

state.  Most important thing is that common man has developed confidence 

in their cultural heritage. The scenario in the villages has changed. No longer 

people quarrel using filthy language, no longer beggars are seen in large 

numbers, no longer women are visible in their traditionally scanty clothes. 

Most of the women use slippers, soap, etc. One can see number of girls 

attending schools with uniform and a bicycle. Their faces look radiant.  

Kalahandi is on the road to progress with Alumina Refinery Project by 

Vedanta Alumina Limited (VAL), the first major industry in Kalahandi but it is 

having a rough weather. Major mineral and agro-based industries using new 

technology and improved seeds is changing Kalahandi to a prosperous area. 
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APPENDIX - I 

GENEALOGY OF THE NAGA HOUSE OF KALAHANDI 

 

Raghunath Sai, 1
st
 Ruler (1005 – 1040 CE) 

 

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Pratap Narayan Deo     Hari Singh      Kirti Singh      Dhanurjoy Singh          Ramachanda Singh  
(2

nd
 Ruler- 1040 – 1072 CE)(Zamindar of Th.Rampur)  ( Zamindar of Karlapat)       (Zamindar of 

Narla)                 (Zamindar of Dadpur) 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 Birabar Deo                        Biswanath Singh (Zamindar of Madanpur) 
[3

rd
 Ruler (1072 – 1108 CE )]                                                                  

 
Jugasai Deo - I 
[4

th
 Ruler (1108 – 1142 CE)] 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Udenarayan Deo     Mukunda Singh 
[5

th 
Ruler (1142–1173 CE)]     (Zamindar of Langigarh) 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Harichandra Deo     Dinabandhu Singh   
[6

th
 Ruler (1173-1201 CE)]   (Zamindar of Th.Rampur) 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Ramachandra Deo     Jaya Singh Deo  
[7

th
 Ruler (1201-1234 CE)]   (Zamindar of Dadpur) 

 
Gopinath Deo 
[8

th
 Ruler (1234-1271 CE)] 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Balabhadra Deo  Sunder Singh   Binayak Singh 
[9

th
 Ruler (1271-1306 CE)]      (Zamindar of Koksara) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Raghuraj Deo    Chakradha Singh   Binayak Singh  
[10

th
 Rule (1306-1337 CE)] 

 
Rai Singh Deo-I 
[11

th
 Ruler (1337-1366 CE)] 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Haria Deo      Padman Singh  
[12

th
 Ruler (1366-1400 CE)]    (Zamindar of Karlapat) 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Jugasai Deo-II      Pitambar Deo  
[13

th
 Ruler (1400-1436 CE)]    (Zamindar of Lanjigarh) 



70 
 

 
Pratap Narayan Deo-II 
[14

th
 Ruler (1436-1468) CE)] 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Hari Rudra Deo  Jaya Singh Ananta Singh   
[15

th
 Ruler (1468-1496 CE)] (Zamindar of Madanpur) (Zamindar of Thuamul) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Anuku Deo   Man Singh 
                                                   [16

th
 Ruler (1496-1528 CE)] 

     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Pratap Deo              Keshari Singh  
    [17

th
 Ruler (1528-1564 CE)]      

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Raghunath Deo    Dalia Singh 
[18

th
 Ruler (1564-1594 CE)]  (Zamindar of Koksara) 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------- 
 
Biswambhar Deo  Chakradhar Singh    Gadadhar Singh   [19

th
 Ruler (1594-1627 CE)]

 (Zamindar of Munda & Bhurti)  (Zamindar of Dahagaon) 
 
Raisingh Deo-II 
[20

th
 Ruler (1627-1658 CE)] 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Dusmant Deo       Padman Singh 
[21

st
 Ruler (1658-1693 CE)]     (Zamindar of Thuamul) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Jugasai Deo-III Biswanath Singh       Pratap Rai Singh 
[22

nd
 Ruler (1693-1721 CE)]         

 (Zamindar of Dadpur) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Khadag Rai Deo            Mohan Rai Singh       Bhramarbar Deo  Nathu Singh  Chakradhar Singh 
[23

rd
 Ruler                   (Zamindar of          (Zamindar   (Zamindar of  (Rebelled  

(1721-1747 CE)]          Koksara)       of Lanjigarh)                  Chhorlagarh)
 and stayed at Khariar)  

- 
 
Rai Singh Deo-III   Pratap Singh    
 Keshari Singh  
[24

th
 Ruler (1747-1771 CE)]     (Zamindar of Baldhiamal)  (Rebelled fought with the help of  

      Ratanpur army but lost after good  

        
 deal of casualty) 
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Purusottam Deo 
[25

th
 Ruler (1771-1796 CE)] 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Jugasai Deo-IV    Biswanath Deo   Sundar Singh  

[26
th

 Ruler (1796-1831 CE)] (Zamindar of Lanjigarh)  
          (Zamindar of Dadpur) 

 
Fateh Narayan Deo  
[27

th
 Ruler (1831-1853 CE)] 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Udit Pratap Deo   Krushna Deo              Gopinath Deo  
[28

th 
Ruler (1853-1881 CE)]       (Zamindr of Dadpur) 

 

 

Raghukeshari Deo    [29
th
 Ruler (1894-1897 CE)]           Brajamohan Deo   

                                                                       30
th
 Ruler (1917-1939 CE)] 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Pratap Keshari Deo     Birkeshari Deo 

                                                                 [31
st
 Ruler (1939-1947 CE] 
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CHAPTER-III 

PEOPLE AND DEMOGRAPHY 

Peopling  

Evidence of human habitation in Kalahandi region extends from 

Mesolithic to Archeological period through the late Stone Age, Neolithic and 

Chalcolithic period. Details of the human habitation in water front and plain 

land settlements, trading centers and urban centers have been discussed in 

Chapter-II. Activities of early human habitation in Kalahandi district are 

observed in the form of crude stone tools used for hunting and food 

gathering. These are found scattered in the river terraces, rock shelters and 

natural caves. The valleys of Tel River and its tributaries are rich in 

Microlithic which are mostly made of quartzites. The polished stone Celts 

and artifacts burins and borers of Neolithic culture molded the life and 

culture of people living in this district in the past. The pre-historic drawings 

painted in red ochre and black tint discovered in Gudhandi hill have precisely 

depicted the presence of hunting settlements in the area. The Gudhandi 

paintings are in fact great achievements of primitive artists of this region. 

Therefore, it can be construed that the geographical region consisting of 

present Kalahandi district was fairly inhabited by human beings of organized 

living and appreciable culture since 15
th 

millennium  B.C. 

Following Gudhandi, Asurgarh (Narla), Belkhandi, Mohangiri, Depur 

(Kalampur) Topigaon near Lanjigarh, Sankosh, Dadpur, Deheli, Amath are 

widely distributed places throughout the district, which show flourishing 

human habitation, developed in two thousand years of peopling in this 

district. 

However, the systematic enumeration of human population in India 

started in the year 1901. Hence the census record of the population of the 

district is available since then.     

Population  

According to 2011 census the population of Kalahandi district was 

15,76,869. Out of which 7,87,101 are male and 7,89,768 are female. In 2001 

census the total population of the district was 13,35,494 of which male were 

6,67,526 and female were 6,67,968. The population of the district constitutes 

3.76% of population of Odisha. The corresponding figure for 2001 was 

3.63%. The district has 2(two) sub-divisions, 13 Tahasils, 13 Blocks, 272 

GPs, 2254 villages (including two census towns) one municipality and 3 

NACs. The Block-wise population is given in table-III-1. It can be noticed that 

the sex ratio is in favour of female in most of the Blocks whereas the swing 

is towards male in Kesinga and Karlamunda.  
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Table No.-III-1 Block-wise Rural and Urban Populaion-2011 

 

Sl. No. District / Block / Town Population 

Total Male Female 

01 Kalahandi  15,76,869 7,87,101 7,89,768 

02 Golamunda    1,29,499   64,917    64,582 

03 Dharamgarh    1,39,359   69,994    69,365 

04 Junagarh    1,73,660   86,606    87,054 

05 Koksara   1,19,304   58,953    60,351 

06 Jaipatna    1,24,569   61,437    63,132 

07 Kalampur       60,075   29,531    30,544 

08 Th.Rampur      77,840   38,113    39,727 

09 Lanjigarh       93,179   45,887    47,292 

10 Bhawanipatna   1,70,527   85,252    85,275 

11 Kesinga    1,15,828   58,245    57,583 

12 Karlamunda       57,418   28,975    28,443 

13 M.Rampur      72,632    36,041    36,591 

14 Narla   1,20,992    60,695    60,297 

15 Kesinga (NAC)     19,239   9,844      9,395 

16 Bhawanipatna Municipality      69,045 35,506    33,539 

17 Junagarh (NAC)     19,656   9,835      9,821 

18 M.Rampur (CT)       7,892   4,034      3,858 

19 Mukhiguda (CT)       6,155   3,236      2,919 

 

NAC - Notified Area Council, CT-Census Town 

Source-Census of India-2011 

As per 2011 census, the population of the district occupies 11
th
 position 

among the districts of Odisha. However, in terms of size, Kalahandi is 7
th
 

largest district of the state. There are 137 uninhabited villages in the district 

whereas 7 villages are having population of more than 5000 each. Jaypatna 

is the largest village of the district having 10,707 population. 

Population Growth 

During the last hundred and eleven years, the population has increased 

by about 3.51 times (Table III-2). However, in the last ninety years the 

population of the district was counted with Nuapada (formerly a sub-division 

of Kalahandi district).  The population records of 2001 and 2011 are 

available about the present form of the district. The decadal growth is nearly 

constant during this period.  
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Table No.-III-2 Growth of Population (1901-2011) 
Census Year Male Female Total Decadal 

Variation 
Percentage of 

Decadal of 
variation 

1901 224150 2,24,987  4,49,137   
1911 267062 2,73,433   5,40,495  91,358    20.34 
1921 271045 2,79,313   5,50,358    9,863      1.28 
1931 321896 3,33,298   6,55,194  1,04836    19.05 
1941 366250 3,79,063   7,45,313    90,119    13.75 
1951 398978 4,06,697   8,05,675    60,119      8.10 
1961 468799 4,78,108   9,46,874 1,41,199    17.53 
1971 578929 5,84,940 11,,63,869 2,16,995    22.92 
1981 668568 6,61,212 1329780 1,75,327   15.06 
1991 565308 5,65,595 15,96,473 2,67,193   19.50 
2001 667526 6,67,968 13,35,494 2,04,591   18.09 
2011 787101 7,89,768 15,76,869 2,41,375   18.07 

Source- District Statistical Office, Kalahandi 

The growth rate of population is comparatively higher compared to 

state average in terms of net growth as well as decadal variations. It is 

evident from the above table that the first decade of the last century (1901-

1911) must have been a period of general prosperity because of low 

pressure of population on land. The district was comparatively less affected 

by the famine of 1899-1900. Perhaps for this reason, the district showed a 

comparatively high rate of increase of population amounting to 20.34 percent 

in the decade as per the census of 1911. In the next decade (1911-21), 

which brought virulent types of influenza, cholera and other forms of 

miseries and sufferings saw a small increase of population (1.82%). The 

district had a bad start during the first year of the decade 1921-31 when 

death rate exceeded birth rate. Although the subsequent years witnessed 

occasional distress caused by epidemics, the good harvest of the crops, 

improved transport link by construction of Raipur-Vizianagaram Railway line 

passing through this area and abolition of Begari and Bahabandha led to 

improvement of the material condition of the people which is reflected in the 

growth of population (6,55,194 in 1931census) showing as increases of 

19.05%. The decade 1931-41 was free from natural calamities except for the 

sporadic outbreak of epidemic which did not materially impair the population 

growth. The harvests were comparatively good and the population increased 

by 90,119 or 13.75%. But the decade of 1941-51, witnessed partial failure of 

crops on account of insufficient rainfall. The low yield rate coupled with rising 

prices on account of war conditions had the effect of reducing the population 

growth to 8.10%, which is quite low compared to the previous decades.  

However, until 1951 the growth rate of population was fairly above the 

state average. The state growth of population was 10.44% during 1901-11 

compared to the 20.34% of the district. Similarly the state experienced 

negative growth rate in 1911-21 (–1.94%) compared to positive growth rate 

in Kalahandi (1.82%) in the corresponding period. Thus it could be said that 

the condition of people in the district was reasonably good in the first half of 

twentieth century. 
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The second half of the twentieth century witnessed varied growth rate 

of population. Even in 1951-61 and 1961-71 decades the district recorded 

less growth compared to the state. In 1951-61 decade the district went 

through planned development like community development statement, 

National Extension service, spread of irrigation network, adoption of 

improved method of cultivation, extension of health services, provision of 

drinking water, control of epidemics, construction of roads and 

communication and growth of education contributing to overall prosperity. 

Thus, this decade is noted for satisfactory growth of population which stood 

at 9,46,874 in 1961, recording an increase of 17.53%. But for the first time 

the district experienced less growth rate than the state growth rate (19.82%) 

in 1961, which continued in two following decades. In 1961-71 the district 

growth rate was 22.90% compared to 25.02% of the State and in 1971-81 it 

was 15.06% compared to 20.17% for the state.  

However, in the last two decades 1991-2001 and 2001-2011 the district 

regained its higher growth rate. The district recorded a population growth 

18.09% in 1991-2001 and 18.07% in 2001-2011. These figures are higher 

compared to state growth rate of corresponding period i.e. 16.26% and 

14.00% respectively. The higher population growth rate is phenomenal. The 

reason of population growth can be attributed to the Upper Indravati 

Irrigation Project (UIIP). The project was commissioned in 1995-96 and large 

parts of Dharamgarh sub-division area have been irrigated. This is perhaps 

due to attracting large number of people from outside the district and the 

state to come and settle here.  

Diversity of Population  

Kalahandi district administers 7920 sq Kms. of areas. As per 2011 

census the population density of the district is 199 persons per sq. kms 

(PSK). The district is 21
st
 densely populated district in the state. In 2001, 

Kalahandi district had a population density of 169 PSK. It was 114 PSK in 

1981 and 136 PSK in 1991. Similarly the figures of population density of the 

district for 1961 and 1971 were 80 and 98 PSK respectively, which are low 

compared to state average of 113 and 141 PSK in the corresponding years. 

The population density is thus growing rapidly. Even then the district 

continues to be low in density in the list of other districts in the state. Even in 

2001 and 2011 the state had comparatively higher population density (236 

and 270 PSK respectively) than in Kalahandi. It is of general observation 

that neither the natural advantage to sustain higher density of population nor 

the developments of industries and projects have been able to attract large 

number of persons from outside.  
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Distribution of Rural Population 

As per 2011 census, 92.26% of population of Kalahandi district lived in 

rural area. The total population living in rural area is 14,54,882 of which male 

and female are 7,24,646 and 7,30,236(FM=1.0081.0) respectively. Thus, 

with an overwhelming proportion of rural population, the district is rural in 

true sense of the term. Out of 13 Blocks, 9 are purely rural and only four 

have urban touch. As far as regional distribution of population is concerned, 

Junagarh Block is the most populous Block followed by Bhawanipatna and 

Jaipatna. Dharamgarh Sub-division has more rural population (7,38,578) 

than the Sadar Sub-division (7,16,304). Karlamunda is the smallest Block 

with 57,418 populations. Other small Blocks are Kalampur (60.075) and 

Th.Rampur (77,840). 

Distribution of Urban Population 

At present the district has 04 statutory towns and two census towns. 

Among the statutory towns, there is one Municipality and 03 (three) Notified 

Area Councils (NAC). Dharamgarh town is elevated to an NAC in 2015. Till 

2011, there were only three ULBs (Urban Local Body) with a total population 

of 1,21,987, out of which 62,455 were males and 59,532 were females.  

Besides the statutory urban centers, the district has two census towns. 

They are Mukhiguda in Jaipatna Block and Madampur-Rampur in the 

M.Rampur Block. Together they have a population of 14,047 which includes 

7,270 Males and 6,777 females. M.Rampur being the HQs of the Block is 

bigger with a population of 7,892 whereas Mukhiguda being an 

administrative settlement in the Jaipatna Block is smaller, with a population 

of 6155. M.Rampur is an over-grown village with urban like characteristics.  

Bhawanipatna town is the only Municipality with a population of 69,045 

persons in 2011. The town has 35,508 males and 33,539 females 

(MF=1.0581.0). At present it comprises twenty wards. The master plan area 

of this ULB includes two more adjacent villages, namely Bhangabari (1083) 

and Parmanandpur (3660). Thereby the total master plan area has a 

population of 73,788. 

Junagarh town is the second largest town with a population of 19656 

that includes 9835 males and 9821 females (MF=1.0011.0). It has 12 wards 

and has an area of 15.54 sq kms. The Junagarh master plan area also 

includes the Hinjili Bahali village. This town is an NAC.  

Kesinga 

Town is also a NAC. It has a population of 19239 as per 2011 census, 

which consists of 9844 males and 9395 females (MF=1.0481.0). This NAC 

consists of 12 wards and is extended in an area of 14.50 sq kms. The 

master plan of Kesinga urban area includes Dumermunda and 
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Masanimunda village. The total population of the MPA is 21685 persons. 

The rural proportion is 11.28% in the master plan area.    

Dharamgarh 

 It is elevated to the status of an NAC in the year 2015. It consists of 14 

wards. The NAC including Dharamgarh Township, Kashibahal and Kebdi 

village in the master plan area (MPA) of Dharamgarh. Dharamgah has a 

total population of 9842 persons as per 2011 census, whereas the MPA has 

a population of 15910 persons. 

Urbanization in Kalahandi district is one of the lowest in the state. The 

proportion of urban population to total population of the district is only 7.74%. 

When compared to state average of 16.69%, this figure is low. Kalahandi 

occupies 23
rd

 position among the 30 districts of the state, as far as 

urbanization is concerned.   

Sex Ratio 

In terms of sex ratio, Kalahandi is ranked 10
th
 position in the State. The 

sex ratio as per 2011 census is 1003. This figure is significantly higher than 

the state average of 979. In the rural area the sex ratio is 1008 and the 

corresponding figure for the state is 989. In the urban areas, however, the 

sex ratio of the district is 953, the state figure being 932. That would mean 

the sex ratio in the district is in better position than the state average. 

However, the sex ratio in the district is gradually declining over the year. In 

1981 the sex ratio was 1010, which declined to 1001. 

Within the district, Jaipatna region has better sex ratio, that is, the sex 

ratio was 1030 in 1981. Bhawanipatna Block has the lowest sex ratio in the 

corresponding period (995). Lanjigarh and Dharamgarh Blocks are also 

areas where the sex ratio is higher than the district average. This may be 

attributed to the fact that in the rural areas in general and tribal belt in 

withparticular the sex ratio is comparatively higher.   

In 2011 census, the child (0-6years) sex ratio is 957 girls to 1000 boys. 

The figure is 984 to 1000 as per the census 2001. That means the 

population of boys (14.45%) is more than the girls (13.78%). The average 

proportion of child is 14.11%. 

In view of the declining sex ratio, the Government of India has launched 

‗Beti Bachao - Beti padhao‘ and ‗Sukanya Samrudhi‘ projects in 100 districts 

of India as a result the mentality of the people is undergoing a change. In the 

later girl child prosperity scheme any girl child can have a bank account with 

more interest with income tax exemption. The girl child can withdraw 50% of 

the deposit when she attains the age of 18 and the rest can be withdrawn at 

the age of 21. 
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Occupation Structure  

The district is primarily and predominantly an agricultural district with 

about 86% of total working population engaged in Agriculture and allied 

activities. Besides, agriculture other occupational activity in primary sectors 

are food gathering, wood-cutting, fishing and mining. Lanjigarh and Thuamul 

Rampur Blocks have maximum percentage of primary workers (Table III-3). 

The occupational chart of workers of Kalahandi as is revealed during 

the years 1993, 2007 and 2011 has been illustrated herewith. 

Table No.-III-3 Total number of Workers as per occupation. 

Year 
Total 

Workers 
Cultivators 

Agricultural 

labourers 

Workers in 

Household 

activities 

Other 

Workers 

1993 369609 182628 174906 5443 46532 

2007 620950 183984 312515 17829 106622 

2011 751930 144991 436733 18453 151753 

Source-District Statistical Hand Book 1993, 2007, 2011 and Census data 2011. 

The data of different occupation as stated above reveal that the number 

of cultivators has increased a little between 1993 and 2007 and declined in 

2011. The number of Agricultural laborers has shown a rise throughout. The 

number of workers in household industries and that of other workers have 

also increased over the time period under review. 

Workers and non-workers  

As per 2011 census the proportion of workers to non-workers is 

47.79% (Table III-4). Kalahandi occupies 15
th
 position in work participation 

ratio in the state.  

The following table shows the proportion of workers and non-workers in 

the district.  

Table No.-III-4Workers and non-workers-2011 

 
Total Population Workers Non-workers 

1,576,869 751,930 (47.69%) 

M-447,290 (56.83%) 

 F-304,640 (38.57%) 

     824,939 (52.31%) 

M-339,811(43.17%) 

F- 485,128 (61.43%) 

Main Workers 376757(23.89%), M 299835(38.09%), F76922(9. 

74%),Marginal Workers 375173 (23.79%),   M147455(18.73%),F 

22718(28.83%) 

Women participation in work force is only 38.57% out of which only 

9.74% are main workers that is to say that they work for more than 180 days 

in a year. About 22718 (28.83%) of women are marginal workers or can also 

be said as casual workers. The proportion of non-workers among women is 

very high that is 61.43%, or in other words, 61.43% of women are 
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dependent. Similarly out of 47.69% of male workers, equal proportions 

belong to main workers and marginal workers. A huge 43.17% or 3391811 

(43.17%) of male persons are non-workers. They include children, old 

people, students, physically unable (Dibyangs) and other non-workers.  

Household and Houseless Population  

As per 2011 census, the 15,75,932 persons of Kalahandi live in 

4,01,251 households. Around 628 persons live in institutions like child care 

homes, old age, asylums, etc. A small number of 309 persons have no 

house at all, they are homeless. That means they live in pavements or other 

structures which is not a house.  

In 2001 the district had 3,2,0624 households that accommodated 

13,35,494 persons, with an average household size of 4 persons per 

household. At the same time it is important to note that 29% of household 

were permanent house, a great proportion of 63% were semi-permanent 

house and close to 8% household had temporary housess to live in. The 

table III-5 shows Block-wise distribution of house hold population  

Table No.-III- 5 Block-wise Area and Household 2011 

 
Sl. No. District / Block / 

Town 
Area in Sq. 

Kms. 
Number of House 

Holds 
Total Population 

01 Kalahandi  7920.0 401251 1576869 
02 Golamunda  434.19 33998 119499 
03 Dharamgarh  378.28 36048 139359 
04 Junagarh  504.86 43834 173660 
05 Koksara  357.16 31238 119304 
06 Jaipatna  406.05 32748 130724 
07 Kalampur  155.99 15802 60075 
08 Th.Rampur  338.86 18773 77840 
09 Lanjigarh  660.59 22283 93179 
10 Bhawanipatna  629.24 42207 170527 
11 Kesinga  377.98 30618 115828 
12 Karlamunda  195.10 15906 57418 
13 M.Rampur 302.61 19113 72632 
14 Narla 442.19 32277 120992 
15 Kesinga (NAC) 15.50 4271 19239 
16 Bhawanipatna 

Municipality  
15.40 15599 69045 

17 Junagarh (NAC) 15.54 4541 19656 
18 M.Rampur (CT) 7.01 1995 7892 
19 Mukhiguda (CT) 2.24 1541 6155 

 

CT-Census Town,  Source – Census of India, 2011 
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Migration  

In the 1990s, as the agrarian crisis in India intensified, migration of rural 

population for work outside rapidly emerged as a major source of rural 

livelihood. The rising in equality across the regions gave rise to new 

migration corridors and the human flow became a flood. The contribution of 

migration in sustaining rural livelihoods in Odisha cannot be denied. 

Kalahandi, counted among one of the most backward districts in the country, 

has emerged as a key labor sending region.  

As per report of the District Labour Office, interstate migration has 

become a livelihood strategy for poor people in some parts of the district. 

These migrant workers belong to all parts of the district and mostly to 

Golamunda, Jaipatna and some part of Bhawanipatna Sadar Blocks. They 

migrate to states viz. Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharastra, Goa, 

Karnataka etc. for seeking regular employment and for earning higher 

wages. While some laborers migrate suo moto, others are recruited and 

drafted through agents / contractors. They are mostly engaged in Brick-

Kilns, construction work, etc. Before leaving home they usually receive 

advance from the local agents and start moving after the local festival called 

‗Nuakhai‘ (Aug-Sep.) every year. The cash advance is a factor that attracts 

the laborers as incentive for migration. They spend this money to repay 

previous debt, for social functions and to meet various contingencies. The 

tableIII-6 shows the volume of migration in Kalahandi district.  

Table No.-III-6 Volume of Migration 

Year No of licenses issued 

to contractor / agents 

No. of workers 

covered 

Nature of 

work 

Destination states 

2010-11 09 330 Baric Andhra Pradesh 

2011-12 07 250 Kilns Tamilnadu 

2012-13 04 155  Karnataka 

2013-14 04 180   

 

Source District Labour Office, Kalahandi 

However, the non-official report and survey conducted by NGOs 

namely Karrtabya (Chhariagarh) and KARMI (Mahaling) show that a large 

number laborers / workers migrate to different states of the country. 

Maharastra is the largest destination followed by Chhatisgarh and Andhra 

Pradesh. But other states like Karnataka, Kerala, Goa, Gujrat, Punjab, 

Assam and UP also attract migrants from Kalahandi. The Blocks like 

Dharamgarh, Golamunda, Bhawanipatna and Koksara are highly prone to 

migration. But people also migrate from other Blocks like Lanjigarh, Narla, 

M.Rampur and Kesinga.  

Migrating people used to work in various sectors, the construction 

sector being the largest employer, followed by factories and agriculture 
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sectors. Besides, man and women migrate separately and in some cases 

the entire family also migrates.  In order to retain the children of migrant 

seasonal workers, the School and Mass Education Department has opened 

―Seasonal Hostel‖ for children of such workers. There are three such schools 

in the district, one in Koksara Block (Thutibar) and two in Golamunda Block 

(Mahaling) accommodating 150 children including girls.  

There is also intellectual migration after liberalization, privatization and 

globalization (LPG) of economy in the country. As a result many young 

persons have migrated to various parts of the country and the world. The 

report, ‗Migration and Development Brief‘ published by World Bank indicates 

that the Indians staying in foreign countries have contributed 68.9 bn. USD 

in 2015, which is 1.0 bn. USD less as compared to 2014. There is no 

information of Kalahandi specifically but according to the report, Kalahandi 

must have contributed to this reserve. As a result of this migration not only 

the household economy of many families has advanced but many families 

are able to move around the country and many parts of the world.  Due to 

this, the sociological impact has altered and people have become more 

broad minded and inquisitive with a growth in scientific temper. 

Displacement and Rehabilitation  

Development-induced displacement is a feature of development 

economy. In Kalahandi, displacement might have taken place during the 

laying of railways tract in the year 1935-36. However no records are 

available regarding such displacement and subsequent rehabilitation. Large 

scale displacement of people happened in the year 1979 due to construction 

of Upper Indravati Irrigation and Power Project in Jaipatna and Th.Rampur 

Blocks, in which 53 villages were affected. Out of these 44 were completely 

sub-merged and were subsequently resettled in new locations. Nine villages 

were partly affected. These are either cut-off from rest of the world or remain 

water-logged inside the reservoir, but not-submerged. Total 3500 families 

comprising of 11,000 population were displaced in different phases during 

1979-1992. Most of the displaced families were of lower income group and 

of tribal origin. Majority of families opted for cash compensation and moved 

to different places of their own choice, whereas few families were resettled 

by the project authorities. These families are residing in the rehabilitation 

clusters constructed by the project. The socio-economic condition has 

changed and now they are maintaining a better living standard by enhancing 

their social, educational and cultural background. Besides their traditional 

occupation of agriculture, the people living in the rehab village are engaged 

in horticulture, Agro-based cottage industry, dairy, piggery, poultry, tailoring, 

diving, pisciculture, goatery, rope making and boating.  

The second major displacement occurred due to acquisition of land for 

Vedanta Aluminium Limited (later known as Sesa-Sterlite Ltd.). Five hundred 

people from three villages in Lanjigarh Tahasil were displaced. The numbers 
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of families involved were 121. The villages relocated were (a) Kinari (b) 

Borabhatta and (c) Kotdwar. All the families were rehabilitated in a rehab 

colony. The rehab colony is known a Niyamgiri-Vedanta Nagar. Each family 

has been provided with a Pucca house measuring 455 sq mtr areas, with 

one bed room, drawing, kitchen and individual toilet, electricity, and water 

etc. The colony has been constructed with a mix of modern amenities but 

keeping the tribal culture, belief and practices in place. As a measure of 

rehabilitation package, the rehabilitated people are provided health and 

education services right in the village. Many of the young eligible deplaced 

people were trained and latter engaged in the company service. Women 

self-help groups (SHG) were formed and are engaged in various income 

generation activities like tailoring, phenyl making, Agarbati and appliqué 

work, etc.  

Another major displacement took place because of the ongoing Ret 

Irrigation Project. Ret Irrigation Project is located at Kuttingpadar in the 

Bhawanipatna Block. This project has a reservoir that is planned to spread 

over 650 ha. of area, which includes 39 ha. of forest and 340 ha. of 

agricultural land. Out of fifteen affected villages, nine fully  and six partly are 

submerged. In total, 798 families are displaced, out of which 473 are fully 

and 325 are partly affected. About 1219 persons (610 male and 609 female) 

of the 473 families are displaced. All the displaced families have opted for 

cash based compensation. Rehabilitation assistance has already been paid 

to 472 families, and disbursement to the remaining family is in process. Two 

major rehab clusters at Dhurkuti and Ratul village have been established. 

Infrastructure like tube wells, electricity, roads, and community hall in these 

two clusters have been provided. The displaced families are being 

rehabilitated as per RandR Policy 2006 of Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

Government of India.         

Language 

Odia Dialect, Kalahania, is the main language of the district and is 

spoken by about 90% of the total population. Other modern Indian 

Languages spoken by the people in order of numerical strength are Hindi, 

Telugu, Punjabi, Urdu, and Sindhi. Tribal dialects like Kui, Gondi, Parji, 

Bhatri, Gadha, Saura, Banjara, and Mundari are also spoken by the tribal 

population of the district. English, Nepali are two non-Indian languages 

spoken by a small number of people. It is important to note that many people 

of the district are bi-lingual. The Dam and Chamer languages are used by 

these community of Kalahandi. It is also a typical significant language. The 

Odia spoken in Kalahandi district differs from that spoken in the coastal 

districts of Odisha. It can be termed as  as Kalahania Odia and is also 

spoken in neighboring districts like Nuapada, Bolangir, Nabarangpur, Boud 

and Debhog Block of Chhatisgarh state. Linguistically Kalahania Odia is 

influenced by Bhatri and the Kandhan dialect of Desia Kondhs to a great 

extent. As an example sometimes words are taken in literary language the 
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last ‗a‘ sound is not dropped but inserted to the previous letter, such as Patar  

for Patra, Shakatin Odia for Shakta, laga for Lagna. Grammatically 

Kalahania language is mostly similar to Kosli language but sets of words in 

the Kalahandi varies just as in standard Odia varies from place to place. 

Some examples are given in the table III-7. 

Table III-7  Difference in Spoken Language 

Odia Sambalpuri Kalahania 

Rati  Raet   Ret      
Mati   Maet   Met   
Jati   Jaet   Jet   
Pani   Pain   Pen   
Bali   Bael   Bel   

Pijuli Pijuli   Maya          Pijuli 
Kakharu   Makhan  Kumda  
Kankada  Kankarla  Korkoet  

Mote   Mate   Moke  
Toki, Take                 Tate   Tote   

Phuni          Bhil   Bi   

 

Evolution of Kalahania Language-It is evident from the above 

comparison that Odia spoken in Kalahandi or Kalahania Odia has evolved of 

its own independent of Sambalpuri language. This may be corroborated by 

the fact that this area had geographical isolation to grow independent art, 

culture, tradition etc. Therefore, it is natural to discuss the origin of Kalahania 

Odia language. Although it is a fact that language is not the exclusive 

domain of a set of population or area, it is an open system which gets 

affected by other contemporary languages. The following line diagram 

illustrates the growth of Kalahania Odia language.  
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This can be further supported by the influence of Kui (Dravidian) and 

Kandhan dialect of Desia Kondh language on Kalahania Odia. Similarly 

Bhatri (an Indo Aryan Tribal Language) mostly spoken by the tribals of 

central India and people of some cast like Bhotra, Gond, Parja, Gadba etc. 

The table III-8 showing the similarities of Kui and Kalahania Odia will prove 

the above statement. 

Table III-8 Similarities of Kui and Kalahania Odia 

Kui Kalahania Odia Odia 
Amu    
Maneh  Mane  Manisha  
Garia  Garia  Gara 
Uli  Uil Piaj  
Kangni  Kacni  Kahuni  
Manga  Munga Sajana  
Pansa  Panas Panasha  
Parua  Parua  Para  

 

The table-III-9 shows some similarity between Bhatri and Kalahania Odia. 

 

Table-III-9 Similarity of Bhatri with Kalahania Odia 

 
Bhatri Kalahandi Odia Odia 
Jaran Jharan Jharana 
Bodo Bhodo Bhadraba 
Chait chaita Chaitra 
Bain Bhaen Bhauni 

Maidan Maedhan Madhyahna 
Urliba Urliba Toliba 
Lage Lage Nikatare 

Barmasia Barmasia Runee 

 

The ‗question particles‘ used in Kalahania and Sambalpuri Odia are 

more or less the same Kana, Ke / Kie, Ken, Kahake  and the like. The only 

possible exception (Table III-10) is in the use of why form; 

Table-III-10 Exceptions 

Kalahania Odia Sambalpuri Odia Standard Odia 
KenKaje KenthirLagi Kana Pain  
Kenta Kanata  Kanata  

 

The word order is the same in all the three varieties of Odia. But in 

negation there is a marked difference (Table III-11). While the negative 

article precedes the verb in Kalahandi and Kosli varities, it comes after it in 

standard Odia for example, main nain khaen / Mui nei Khen becomes Mun 

Khaibi nahin in Odia. In certain cases in Kalahandi the letter form is 

uniformly used in all situations; 
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                           Table-III-11 Placement of negative article 

 
Kalahandia Odia Sambalpuri Odia Standard Odia 

Se nei Khebarta Apne nuhen Khaibar tal Se e parjayanta Khai nahanti 

Muin Khelina 

 

Muin Khailina 

 

Mu Khailini  

 

It may be noted that morpheme ta in Kalahandi changes to tael in 

Sambalpuri Odia. It occurs in the negative context and means ‗not yet‘. 

Further, the particle na in Kalahandi is always realized as na in Sambalpuri, 

which in both the cases occur with verbs reinforcing the idea of completion. 

Words ending with vowel a in standard Odia are said without the vowel 

in Kalahandi. This tendency to drop the vowel is even greater in Kalahandi. 

In certain cases the vowel a in Sambalpuri and standard Odia is realized as 

a in Kalahandi. 

When there is a na+da = nda combination there is a tendency to drop 

the latter sound in Kalahandi. Thus pana for Panda, Kalahani for Kalahandi, 

Hundar for Pina Hana for Handi are often used. Apart from these 

phonological features, Kosli Odia is marked nasalization which is not so 

pronounced in the Kalahandi variety. Besides, the ratioflex lateral sound La 

in standard Odia is not found in Kalahandi and Kosli.  

Kalahandi Odia has borrowed certain expressions from southern Odia. 

For example the phrase ‗tanka bandhiba‘ in the sense of paying a fee or 

making a deposit is used in Kalahandi not in Kosli. Other examples are also 

found in Kalahandi Odia which are influenced by Southern Odia or Desia 

language.  

Bilingualism 

Of the total population in the district majority are speaking a language 

subsidiary to their mother-tongue. The proportion of males is very much 

higher than that of the female among the bilingual population. In general all 

people of the district are speaking their own language with common 

Kalahandia-Odia language. 

It is observed that Odia is the most important subsidiary language of all 

non-Odia speakers in the district. Besides Odia, Hindi and English are the 

important subsidiary language of most of the people.  

Script 

The Odia script is in vogue all over the district. In the past people were 

using a kind of abstruse script in Odia writing called Karani. Nowadays it has 

fallen into disuse. The tribals who speak their own languages prefer Odia 

script while ‗writing their dialects.  
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The people speaking other Indian languages use their respective 

scripts.  

Religion 

According to 2011 census, out of the total population of 15,76,869, the 

Hindus were in great majority, the total number being 15,55,367. There were 

11,160 Christians, 4,975 Muslims, 1,225 Jains, 796 Sikhs  and 175 

Buddhists in the district (Table III-12).  

TableIII-12 Division of the people on the basis of religion as per the 

census 2001 and 2011 

 
Name  

Census-2001  Census-2011 
Total      %  Total         % 

Hindu 13,22,363 99.01% 15,55,367 98.64% 
Muslim 3,592 0.26% 4,975 0.32% 
Christian 6,923 0.51% 11,160 0.71% 
Sikhs 612 0.04% 796 0.05% 
Buddhist 47 0.003% 175       0. 
Jain 1,248 0.9% 1,225 0.08% 
Other religions and 
persuasions 

29 0.001% 
220 0.01% 

Religion not stated 680 0.4% 2,951 0.19% 

Analysis of the above table reveals that during the given period there 

has been a decline in the percentage of Hindus in the district i.e from 

99.01% in 2001 census to 98.64% in the 2011 census. This is 

commensurate with the state trend i.e in 2001 the percentage of Hindus in 

the state was 94.35% which declined to 93.63% in 2011 census. On the 

other hand there has been significant increase by 62% in the Christian 

population percentage in the district. There has also been marginal growth of 

population among the Muslim and Sikh religion. There is decline in the 

number of Jain population. It is important to note that, there is noticeable 

increase in the percentage of Buddhist population. Buddhist population 

increased from 47 in 2001 census to 175 in 2011 census.     

Hinduism is a religion of freedom. It allows freedom in the matters of 

faith and worship. It follows absolute freedom to the human reason and heart 

with regard to questions such as the nature of God, soul, creation, form of 

worship, and goal of life. It does not force anybody to accept particular 

dogmas or forms of worship. It allows everybody to reflect, investigate, 

enquire and cogitate. Hence all sorts of religion, faiths, various forms of 

worship or sadhana, diverse kinds of rituals and customs have found their 

honorable place side by side within Hinduism, and are cultured and 

developed in harmonious relationship with one another. The Hindus worship 

the Sun-god daily while bathing and offer water. The Earth is described as 

the holy Mother of all living beings and the giver of all goods and is regarded 

as a benign female deity. The people worship the Earth goddess during 

agricultural operations. Besides the Sun and the Earth, the planets like Sani 
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and Rahu are also worshipped on certain occasions. Sani is regarded as the 

son of Surya Devata (Sun-God) and is supposed to be very malevolent and 

to have great influence over the destiny of man. It is represented on ritual 

occasions by an earthen pot filled with water. Thursday is considered an 

auspicious day of goddess Lakshmi and is observed with religious devotion 

mostly by the women-folk. They refrain from eating fish or meat on 

Thursday. 

The Pipal (Ficus religiosa), Banyan (Ficus bengalensis), Bel (Aegle 

marmelos), Tulsi (holy basil) and Amla (Phyllanthus Emblica) are held 

sacred by the Hindus. in almost every Hindu household there is a Chaura or 

a sacred place where Tulsi is planted and worshipped. Every evening lighted 

wicks are offered by the housewives before the Chaura. Believers of Lord 

Siva, Mother Sakti, Radhe Krishna are called Saivsites, Saivites and 

Vaishnavites respectively 

Saivism 

The followers of Saivism worship Lord Siva in various names like 

Lingaraja, Lokanath, Shankar, Mahadev, Nilakantha, Rudra, Paradeswar, 

Bhawanisnkr Bisweswara etc. The Siva temples at Bhawanipatna, Dadpur, 

Belkhandi, Mohangiri, Dharamgarh and Deundi are known as important 

centers of Saivism in Kalahandi district. Besides these, Siva shrines with 

Siva's trident on the top adorn many villages in the district. Usually Siva is 

represented by the Phallic symbols, the Linga and the Yoni, enshrined in the 

temple. Sivaratri and Sital Sasthi are the festivals of Lord Siva. But in this 

district people observe Sivaratri with great pomp and splendor than Sital 

Sasthi. The devotees of Lord Siva use three horizontal lines of sandal wood 

paste on their forehead as religious mark and wear rudraksha round their 

neck. Temples dedicated to Lord Siva are found almost in every village. 

Saktism 

Sakti is conceived as the divine mother and the female consort of Siva, 

the supreme creator. In the district, Sakti is worshipped in many forms of 

which Manikeswari at Bhawanipatna, Lankeswari at Junagarh, Dokri at 

Talgud, Danteshwari at Behera, Manikeshwari at Thuamul-Rampur and 

Jugsaiupatna are important. Animal sacrifice is prevalent in the Sakti shrines 

of the district. 'These are done generally on the Mahastami during the Durga 

Puja festival. Temples dedicated to the Mother are found in every village. 

Sometimes a stone under a tree is worshiped as the Mother. 

A microscopic section among the Hindus follows the principles of the 

Arya Samaj. Besides, there are a few other centers of the Arya Samaj in the 

district. A Gurukula Mahavidyalaya is run by the Gayatri Family at Rampur 

Block. It is a residential institution imparting scriptural and vocational training 

mostly to Adivasi boys 
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As an offshoot of Hinduism several religions have grown and now are 

treated as independent religions. These are Mahima Dharma and Buddhism 

Mahima Dharma 

The followers of Mahima Dharma or Alekha Dharma are few in 

Kalahandi district. They are mostly found in villages throughout the district. 

They believe in Sunyabad or emptiness, the Supreme state.It is 

indescribable, indivisible, and invisible. He is believed to have created the 

universe. The founder of this cult was Mahima Gosain whose name, 

parentage, age, and place of birth are not known. His disciples believe that 

he is an incarnation of Param Brahma. 

Buddhism 

The Buddhists represent a microscopic minority as per 2011 census. 

This census reveals 175 persons professing Buddhism which is 0.01% of the 

total population of the district.   

Sikhism 

According to the 2011 Census, the Sikhs constituted only 0.05% of the 

total population in the district. They are immigrants from outside the State 

and are mainly found in the urban areas of the district. There is one 

Gurudwar at Bhawanipatna. It is named "Gurudwar Shri Guru Singh Sabha". 

Gurudwar Saheb was first inaugurated temporarily near the palace of the 

Maharaja on the 26th May, 1931, Subsequently, land for the Gurudwar 

Saheb was donated by the then Maharaja of Kalahandi near Gandhi Chowk 

at Bhawanipatna in 1945 and on the second day in the month of December 

1947, the Granth Saheb was installed in the new Gurudwar.  

Jainism 

In 2011, only 1,225 persons or 0.08% of the total population of the 

district declared themselves as followers of Jainism. They are mostly 

immigrants from western and northern India. Their concentration is more in 

Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Janagarh areas. 

Islam 

The followers of this faith number 4,975 (0.32%) as per the Census of 

2011. They are mostly found in Bhawanipatna, Junagarh, Jayapatna and 

police stations. There is one mosque at Bhawanipatna. 

Christianity 

In 2011, the Christian population was 11,160 i.e. 0.71% of the total 

population of the district. They are mainly divided into Roman Catholics and 

the Protestants. The latter denomination includes the American Evangelical 

Mission which is now under the Church of North India. The Roman Catholics 
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have begun their missionary work at Bhawanipatna since 1976. There are 

two such churches and a few protestant churches in the district. 

Spiritual Organizations 

 There are many spiritual organizations carrying out spiritual and 

philanthropic activities. These organizations are Divine Life Society (DLS), 

Chinmoya Mission, Gayatri ashram, Kriya yoga asram, Kripalji ashram and 

Satsanga ashram.  

Caste  

Caste plays an important role in the socio-economic life of the people of 

the district. At present various castes are placed in four categories. These 

are (i) General, (ii) Other Backward Class (OBC), Schedule Tribe(ST) and 

Schedule Caste (SC).  

A general discussion of the traditional social structure, customs and 

religious beliefs of some of the castes is given below.  

Bairagi 

The Bairagis are mostly found in Dharamgarh subdivision. They wear 

sacred thread and perform Vishnu Puja. They sing Bhajans and beg from 

door to door. They accept food only from the Brahmins. 

Bangti 

The Bangtis earn their livelihood by catching fish. They also cultivate 

land. A sizeable number of Telgu bangti population is found in Kalahandi. 

Their concentration is more in Junagarh and Bhawanipatna police stations. 

Now they are trading fish from outside market. 

Bhulia 

The Bhulia is a weaver caste and is known by the name of Bholia, 

Bhoriya, Bholwa, Mihir and Meher. They are said to have emigrated from 

Chhattishgarh. The Bhulias occupy a higher rank than ordinary weavers and 

assume the honorific title of Meher. The Bhulias do not establish marital 

relationship with Sanpara Bhulias, a different section of the caste, mostly 

found in Kalahandi district. 

Brahmin 

The Brahmins are a very important caste of the district due to their 

education, social status and wealth. The Brahmins who came from 

Sambalpur side are known as Aranyaka. Some Brahmin families have also 

come mostly from Ganjam district. They are called Utkaliya or Odia 

Brahmins. The traditional occupation of the Utkaliya Brahmins is priesthood. 

Marriage between the Utkaliya and the Aranyaka Brahmins was forbidden in 
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the past. The Halua Brahmins and the Danua Brahmins rank the lowest in 

the Brahminical hierarchy. The Brahmins use sacred thread. 

Dosi 

The Dosis or astrologers are few in the district. They are educationally 

backward but satisfy the superstitions of a credulous population. They wear 

sacred thread. Now they are rare in the district. 

Gauras 

The Gauras are found in large numbers in Bhawanipatna, Thuamul 

Rampur, Madanpur-Rampur, Dharamgarh, Junagarh, Koksara Blocks of the 

district. They are divided into four sub-castes like Magadha, Nanda, Lariha 

and Jharia. They were primarily cattle keepers who have settled in the 

district for the lure of pasture. But with the dwindling of pasture they now eke 

out their livelihood mostly by working as agricultural labourers and taking up 

other occupations. They used to discharge the duties of Narihas in different 

villages and enjoyed service grants for the same. At present the system has 

been abolished. 

The Gauras worship Lord Krishna and pay special reverence to the 

cow. Dola purnima (full moon day in the month of Falguna) is their main 

festival. Banabadi and Gedi dance are their traditional folk dance form. 

Karan 

The Karans are known as the writer caste of Odisha. The caste fulfills 

the same functions in Odisha as the Kayasthas of West Bengal and Bihar. 

The Karans are not many in the district. Marriage in the community is 

performed according to the rules followed by the higher castes. Brahmins 

officiate at their religious functions.  

Kosta 

The Kostas are weavers dealing in Kosa or tusser silk. They do not 

intermarry with the Bhulias, a weaver caste dealing in cotton. 

Kshatriya 

The Kshatriyas belong to the warrior class. The Raj families of 

Kalahandi ex state belong to the Naga clan of Kshatriyas. Besides, the ex-

Zamindars in the district are Kshatriyas. They enjoyed considerable power 

and prestige during the State period. The Kshatriyas are scattered all over 

the district, but there is a larger concentration of them in Bhawanipatna, the 

ex-Zamindari areas, and the sites of old military encampments or garahas. 

The Kshatriyas observe Upanayan and are ranked next to the Brahmins in 

Hindu caste hierarchy. 
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Kultha 

The Kulthas predominate in the north-east section of the district. They 

are good agriculturists and are reported to have been brought from 

Sambalpur area during the time of Raja Udit Pratap Deo near about the year 

1867 who married the daughter of the Raja of Sambalpur. Kultas are expert 

farmers and they have excavated big tanks and improved the land 

considerably. Kultha Gountias are well to do persons of the locality and own 

good quality land which have been renovated by them. Their social status is 

equal to that of other good agricultural castes. 

Kurmi 

Most of the Kurmis are immigrants from Chhatisgarh and Ganjam 

district of Odisha. They are mainly found in Junagarh and Bhawanipatna 

Blocks. They are very tenacious of their ancestral holdings. A Kurmi is rarely 

known to follow any other vocation but agriculture. In their society marriage 

is strictly confined to their caste. Cross-cousin and inter-caste marriages are 

not allowed. 

Mali 

The Malis or gardeners are divided into two groups Pandras and 

Koslas or Sagabarias. The former earn their livelihood by the sale of churn 

or parched rice, and the latter cultivate vegetable in the gardens. The 

Pandras and the Kosla‘s do not inter marry. 

Paik 

The Paika who constituted the feudal militia and enjoyed Nalia Jagirs in 

the ex-State are of four sub-castes, viz., Rajput, Jhankar, Desia and Banka. 

The Rajputs rank the highest among them. They are found chiefly in 

Thuamul-Rampur, Junagarh, Madanpur Rampur Blocks of the district. They 

have left off their ancestral callings of fighting and have taken to agriculture 

and service. Though economically backward, their social status is high. They 

worship their ancestral war weapons on the Mahastami day in the month of 

Aswina.  

Sampuas 

The Sampuas are mendicants who travel about the country exhibiting 

snakes as their name implies. They are few in number. They are believed to 

have migrated from Padampur (Raj-Borasambar) of Bargarh district.  

Sunari 

They are jewellers in the district. There are two categories of jewellers, 

such as, Desia and Dakhinia. They differ from one another in regard to food, 
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dress and other customs and Marital relationship is forbidden between the 

two groups. Some of the Sunaris depend upon agriculture for their livelihood. 

Sundhi 

The Sundhis are distillers of liquor and money lenders. Owing to 

Sandhi the spread of education some of them have adopted other vocations. 

They are divided into six sub-castes, viz., Dakhinia, Gajbhatia, Kira, Kalar, 

Sankulia and Badkulia. Except Dakhinia and Gajbhatia, others are of local 

origin. The Sundhis do not establish marital relationship among the same 

clan. They perform Thakurani Puja, Laxmi Puja and Kali Puja. 

Other Castes 

The Badhei, Bhandari, Guria, Keuta, Kumbhar, Kainar or Other Cast, 

Lohara, and Teii castes are found more or less throughout the district. Many 

of them have taken up cultivation in addition to their own ancestral 

profession. 

Scheduled Castes 

According to 2011 census, Scheduled caste population of Kalahandi is 

2,86,580 which is 18.17% of the total population of the district, out of which 

1,42,133 are males and 1,44,447 are females. The census reveal that, 

among Scheduled Castes 1,52,302 are literates, out of them 89,712 are 

males and 62,590 are females. The total number of working class among SC 

is 1,31,094. Of them 75,714 are males are 55,380 are females. The 

following are sub castes. 

Beldar 

They are found in Kalahandi district in good number. They are farmers 

and agricultural workers by vocation.  

Chamar 

They reside mostly in Bhawanipatna, Koksara police stations. Socially 

they used to be looked down upon. They are nearly all cultivators. The creed 

adopted by them is the Satnami. This religion was preached between the 

years 1820-30 A. D. by a person named Ghasidas belonging to Chamar 

caste. Among Satnamis idolatry of every form is followed. It is not in principle 

to approach the Supreme Being by external forms of worship except the 

morning and evening invocation of his holy name (Satnam). 

Dhoba 

They are found more or less throughout the district. Their traditional 

occupation is to wash garments. After washing they return the clean clothes 

with or without ironing. For this work they get remuneration either in cash or 

in kind. This system is still prevalent in rural areas and to some extent in 

urban areas. In this changing world some of them now do not prefer to 
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collect dirty clothes from the houses and have started laundries in urban 

areas. Their services are also essential for the people on ceremonial 

occasions. Gradually Dhobas are resorting to Government job and other 

occupations with the increase in literacy and awareness among them.  

Dom 

The Doms, Dombos or Duria Doms are the predominant Scheduled 

Caste in Kalahandi district. They are found mostly in Bhawanipatna, 

Thuamul Rampur, Kesinga, Kegaon, Madanpur-Rampur, Narla, 

Dharamgarh, Junagarh, Jayapatna, and Koksara Blocks. 

The Doms of this district are not as backward as their counter-parts in 

other districts. In the areas inhabited by the aboriginals they occupy a 

privileged position. The Kandhas treat them as their counsellors. They are 

intelligent. In the dangarlas (the hilly tract) they are money-lenders and retail 

traders. The village Chowkidars were appointed from among them in 

Kalahandi district. Now most of the Gram Rakhies are from among this 

caste. Traditionally they are proficient in dance, song and music. Originally 

they were weaving cloths (saree and dhoti) known as ―Kaptas‖.In 

comparison to other SC castes the literacy among Doms is higher. Over the 

years they have been engaged in different Government jobs and other 

occupations and their economic condition is comparatively better than earlier 

period.  

Ganda 

The Gandas form the second largest scheduled Caste community in 

the district. They are seated evenly throughout the district. There exist four 

divisions among them such as Odia, Laria, Kandhria and Kabhria. The first 

two groups have marital relation-ship with each other but not with the 

Kandhrias or Kabhrias. Child marriage is prevalent among them. In their 

society if a girl is unmarried when she attains puberty then she is married to 

a bow or an arrow tied to a post made of mahua wood initially. Most of the 

Gandas of Kalahandi district are cultivators or agricultural labourers. They 

are also professional pipers, drummers and are employed as musicians in 

socio-religious functions. 

Ghasi 

They are mostly concentrated in areas under Bhawanipatna, Koksara, 

Jayapatna Blocks. Their chief means of livelihood are agriculture and 

household industry such as basketry, rope making, etc. They used to be 

employed as grass-cutters to horses from which they have probably derived 

their caste name.  

Mahar  

Mehras or Mahars in Kalahandi are basket makers.  
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Panika  

The Panikas are mostly cultivators and agricultural labourers.  

Scheduled Tribes 

The population of the Scheduled Tribes in the district was 4,49,456 as 

per 2011 census.  Out of them, 2,21,171 are males and 2,28,285 are 

females. Scheduled Caste population is 28.50% of the total population of the 

district. Of the 46 Scheduled Tribes found in this district, numerically 

important tribes are Kandh, Banjara, Bhottada, Gond, Binjhal, Dal, Mirdha, 

Munda, Paroja, Saora and Shabar. These tribes together constituted 96.96 

per cent of the total tribal population of the district. 

Concentration of the Scheduled Tribes is highest in Bhawanipatna 

subdivision and lowest in Dharamgarh subdivision. The number of tribal 

population is highest in BhawanipatnaBlock where it is 56,654, followed by 

Jaipatna 50,213, Th.Rampur 45,287, Lanjigarh 42,703, Koksara Block 

41,119,  Narla 32,026 and in M.Rampur Block it is 31,535.   

The majority of the Scheduled Tribe in both the sexes is found engaged 

in agricultural occupations, household industries and other services. 

The Census report of 2011, reveal that among the Scheduled Tribes in 

the district, majority are Hindus. This indicates that the Christian 

missionaries operating in the district could not influence the tribal people 

much. The tribals residing in the plains worship the gods and goddesses 

excepting those who have lived comparatively isolated for a long time. They 

usually believe in worshipping ancestral spirits. 

However, the spread of education, communication facilities and the 

implementation of various development projects have helped the Scheduled 

Tribes a lot to change their traditional manners and customs to some extent.  

Banjari 

They mostly reside in the rural areas of Lanjigarh, Dharamgarh, 

Jayapatna, Dharamgarh tahsils. Formerly they were migratory in their habit 

and sold commodities in various places moving in a large group and carrying 

the goods on their bullock carts. According to some, the word Banjara is 

derived from the Sanskrit words ‗Banijya Kara' a merchant. They still retain 

their business habits and sell commodities at various places. But at present 

most of them earn their livelihood as cultivators or agricultural labourers. 

Bride price system is prevalent in their society. The groom goes to the 

bride's house and stays there for some days after negotiation is settled. 

Marriage ceremonies are generally held during rainy season as during dry 

weather they travel from one place to another for business purpose. Widow 

marriage is allowed. Levirate and sororate type of marriages are also 

prevalent among them. 
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Bhottada 

This tribe is divided into two endogamous divisions viz., Bodo and 

Sano. The former claims to be of purer descent and enjoys higher social 

status than the other. They have a number of exogamous sects called gotra 

which are totemistic in nature. Totems are respected by the members of the 

respective clans. 

After clan, the family is the most important social unit. Nuclear families 

are more in number than joint and extended ones. The Bhottadas live in 

villages along with other castes and tribes like Kandha, Dom, Paraja, Gond, 

etc. Their community functions through the community Panchayat. The office 

bearers of the Panchayat are the Naik, Pujari and Ganda. The first two are 

men of their own community whereas the Ganda belongs to the Dom 

community. The Panchayat with other important members of the village 

settle objectionable matters among themselves. 

The women are segregated during the period of menstruation. It is 

believed that the violation of this causes failure of crops. Generally in 

marriage, they prefer uncle's daughter. Marriage by arrangement, by capture 

and by service is recognized in their society. Of these, marriage by 

arrangement is widely honoured. A priest is engaged to conduct the 

marriage. He is known as Disari. 

The Bhottadas dispose of their dead by burial as well as by cremation. 

Cremation involves more expenditure and so only the old and respected 

Bhottadas are cremated. 

They believe in spirits and worship deities like Budhi Thakurani, 

Bhairabi, Basumati, Bana Durga and Surya Devata. They employ pujari who 

worships and offers fruits, sweets, fowl, goat and sheep on various 

occasions. 

The Bhottadas celebrate a number of festivals of which Chaitra Parab, 

Askhya Trutiya, Sraban Amabasya, Nuakhia, Dasahara, Diwali, Pousa 

Purnima are important. In addition to these festivals, they participate in Holi 

festival in the month of Phalguna and car festival of Lord Jagannath in the 

month of Asadh with the neighbour-ing population. The Bhottadas have 

further introduced Laxtni Puja which is held in the month of Margasira in 

imitation of the other Hindu neighbours. Communal dance and music are 

their main items of recreation. 

Binjhal 

The Binjhals are Dravidian in origin. They are mostly found in the areas 

under the tahsils of Lanjigarh and Madanpur Rampur. The Binjhals mostly 

live in joint family. The father is the head of the family. Birth brings pollution 

for seven days. On the seventh day, they cut nail, take bath and get 
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themselves purified. In their society marriage is not arranged between 

spouses having blood relationship. A Binjhal priest generally conducts the 

marriage. 

Among the Binjhals relatives assemble on the third day after death and 

offer un-boiled rice to the deceased on the grave. A lamp is lighted over the 

rice. When an insect comes they catch it and bring it home believing it to be 

the spirit of the deceased. They keep it in a flour cake. The morning they 

come to a pool and thrust it in the mud after offering rice. This is known as 

Kharpani. 

The Binjhals observe Karma festival in the month of Bhadraba and 

Harali Parab in the month of Srabana. Of these, Karma is the most important 

and popular festival. Apart from these, they also observe Diwali, Nuakhia, 

Pousa Purnima and other Hindu festivals. They worship gods and 

goddesses of the Hindu pantheon along with their own deities. 

Bindhyabasini is their principal goddess. 

Their main occupation is agriculture. They eat rice, seasonal 

vegetables, meat and fish. Rice-beer and Mohua liquor are their common 

intoxicants. They speak Odia language.  

Dals 

They are found chiefly in the rural areas of Jayaptna and Koksara Block 

and speak Odia language. The Dals are divided into a number of clans or 

gotras. Each clan is exogamous. A marriage in the same clan is considered 

a sin. Usually the parents arrange the marriage. The father of the groom 

goes with a pot of liquor and a basketful of fried rice (bhuja) to the bride's 

father's house accompanied by his relatives. If the father of the bride drinks 

the liquor and eats the bhuja the negotiation is understood to have been 

accepted. After this the parents with the help of a Brahmin select the 

auspicious day for the marriage, but they do not employ Brahmins to perform 

the marriage rituals. On the day of marriage ceremony the groom sits on a 

sacred mat and the girls of his village dance round him and the groom takes 

a ceremonial bath. After that the groom's party starts by evening to the 

bride's village where the couple is made to sit together. The women-folk of 

the bride's village dance round the couple and sacred rice is thrown over the 

couple. The groom's father gives a feast to the villagers of the bride's village 

on this occasion. The groom's father gives bride price to the bride's father 

before the marriage ceremony. The bride price generally consists of clothing 

for all the members of the bride's family, in cash, a goat and liquor. 

The eminent persons of the locality are known as Mahamanab. They 

exert immense influence with regard to the issues like divorce and disputes 

among the Dals. They discuss and settle the problems amicably. 
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Dals cultivate ragi, kodua, paddy, maize, sugarcane and gurji. Among 

pulses they grow Kolath, Mung, Biri and oil seeds like Rasi and til. 

Vegetables like brinjal, tomato and chilies are also grown by them. Tobacco 

is cultivated by almost all individuals. Apart from these, each Dal owns a 

number of Mahul trees. They exchange Mahul for other essential 

commodities. They are often exposed to exploitation by outsiders due to 

their illiteracy and poverty. Dals worship Hindu gods and goddesses as well 

as tribal deities. They have separate sacred places for each deity. They 

observe festivals to mark first sowing, eating of new rice, eating of mango, 

eating of mahul and so on. 

Gond 

The Gonds or Gondos are the most important and numerically the 

significant tribe in the district. They are mostly concentrated in the 

Bhawanipatna, Dharamgarh, Lanjigarh, Dharamgarh, Koksra, Jayapatna 

and Madanpur Rampur Blocks. They speak Gondi, a dialect belonging to the 

Dravidian family. At present the Gonds of the district know and speak Odia. 

The Gonds have usually a well developed physique with fine chest and 

massive shoulders, but have scantily grown beard and moustaches. They 

are good at negotiating steep climbs and narrow hill tracks, and carry heavy 

burden. They are much more industrious than the Konds and take physical 

labour with pleasure. 

They are divided into a number of clans. Marriage within the same clan 

is strictly prohibited. They follow child and adult marriage. Cross-cousin 

marriage, marriage by service and marriage arranged by the parents are 

generally practised in their society. Bride price system is prevalent among 

them. It is paid in the shape of food stuff, cash and ornaments, as the case 

may be. In marriage ceremony the more Hinduised Gonds get the services 

of the Brahmins who conduct the marriage. Among the primitive Gonds their 

religious head called Jani performs the rites. Marriage is one of the biggest 

items of expenditure in a man's life. As a result, most of them plunge into 

debt. 

After child-birth the primitive Gonds observe several rites to keep the 

children safe from the evil spirits. Among the Hinduised Gonds all the rights 

are performed according to Hindu customs but they do not forget to worship 

the local deities. Death pollution is observed for three days. On the fourth 

day they perform tel ghar or chhot karam. After a year they celebrate bad 

karam. They get the services of the Bramin, Bhandari and Dhoba on this 

occasion.  

The Gonds are believed to have come to the ex-State of Kalahandi as 

a martial people and were settled on land as feudal chiefs. Bow and arrow 

were their traditional weapons. In course of time they have become settled 

cultivators. At present their main occupation is agriculture. They supplement 



98 
 

their income by the collection of jungle products. The Hinduised Gonds have 

become business-minded and are doing petty business in the local markets. 

The Gonds worship the deities Budha deo, Janga deo and Linga deo. 

They also believe in some malevolent deities who bring considerable harm 

in the form of disease, death, loss of cattle and property. In order to appease 

these deities they make offerings during the festivals. Besides the tribal 

deities, they also worship the gods and the goddesses of the Hindu 

pantheon. They celebrate Pousa Purnima, Chitra Parab, Makar Jatra, 

Dasahara and Laxini Puja with much pomp and show.  

Dancing, singing and the use of alcoholic drinks on the occasion of 

marriage, fairs and festivals have been given up by the Hinduised Gonds, 

while the primitive Gonds still retain these customs. 

Kandha 

Numerically the most important Scheduled Tribes of Kalahandi district 

is the Khond, Kond or Kandha. Though found everywhere in the district, they 

are more concentrated in Kalahandi, Lanjigarh, Dharamgarh and Jayapatna 

Tahasils. They live with the Doms and other castes in the plains as well as in 

the hilly areas. The Doms generally act as their creditors and advisors.  

The Kandhas are generally dark in complexion, though, among them, 

some fair-skinned persons are also found. An average male Kandha is about 

5 feet 4 inches in height. They are slim but muscular. The females are slim 

too, but of shorter stature. The Kandhas have short but broad noses and 

high cheek-bones.  

The Kandhas are generally simple in nature, innocent, truthful and 

credulous. Their behaviour is pleasant and they are extremely hospitable to 

guests, giving protection to enemies if they take refuge. They can be won 

over with good gesture and kindness, the offerings of country cheroots to 

men and glass beads to women are easily accepted as presents. They are 

generally kind and cheerful and are lovers of recreation. They were formerly 

addicted to human sacrifice and infanticide*. 

They speak a dialect called Kui. This is their mother-tongue. But all of 

them know Kalahandi Odia and speak with others in this language. 

In Kalahandi the Kandhas occupied a privileged position in the sense 

that "It was the custom until recently for the Raja of Kalahandi to sit on the 

lap of a Kandha during the accession while he received the oaths of fidelity". 

It is also said that the Raja was accustomed to marry a Kandha girl as one of 

his wives, though he did not allow her to live in the palace. These customs 

have, however, been abandoned; though these may be probably interpreted 

as a recognition that the Rajas of Kalahandi derived their rights from the 

Kandha. 
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The Kandha tribe has three main divisions, viz., Kutia, Dongria and 

Desia. The Kutia Kandha lives in a house the floor of which is below the 

level of the ground around the house. The Dangaria Kandhas are also 

known as Malia Kandhas. They live in highland hills. The Desia Kandhas live 

in the plain area with other non-tribals. The tribe is divided into different 

sects. Marriage is not possible within the same sect. They consider 

Margasira, Pausha, Magh and Baisakh as auspicious months for marriage. 

The parents generally choose a girl with the help of a Jani who is supposed 

to, be the agent of gods and spirits. Accordingly they start negotiation with 

the parents of the concerned bride. If the bride's parents accept the proposal 

than the question of bride price arise. In their society marriage is settled after 

bride price is fixed. Generally it is paid in the shape of money, ornaments 

and buffaloes. Buffalo from one to ten pairs are given as bride price. The 

man who is unable to pay it is asked to work under his would-be father-in-

law's house until the required quantity is realized. After this marriage date is 

fixed. On that day the pieces of broom stick are removed from the bride's ear 

and she wears gold or brass rings..Marriage is solemnized by Jani, the 

village priest. The bride is then taken away by the bridegroom's party. On 

the way a mock fight is held between the bride's party and the bridegroom's 

party. The bride's party pretends to take back the bride with oral as well as 

physical opposition but fails to do so. Afterwards they are allowed to go 

peacefully. In the Kandha society customarily child marriage, divorce and 

widow marriage are permissible. Child marriage is rare because it is quite 

expensive. 

In Kandha society the pollution in connection with the child birth ends 

on the fifth day. On that day the head of the household or the father of the 

new born child sacrifices a fowl to the household deity in the kitchen. Some 

households perform this ceremony on the seventh day. After one month the 

child is shaved and a feast is given to all villagers. Generally a child is 

named after a dead ancestor. The Kandhas do not observe any ceremony in 

connection with the first menstruation of a girl. No restriction is imposed on 

her diet and movement.  

The Kandhas bury their dead in the crematorium. The bodies of small 

children, pregnant women and of those who die of smallpox are buried. On 

the third day after death they wash clothes and clean the house with 

cowdung. They perform ambopani gadhua, i.e., mango water bath on this 

day. The Jani officiates in this function. The Kandhas perform a funeral 

function called dossa on any day and month after a year. On this occasion 

they give a feast to the relatives and villagers. 

The chief occupation of the Kandha is agriculture. The Dangaria 

Kandhas and Kutia Kandhas practise shifting cultivation on hill slopes. The 
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Desia Kandhas learnt ploughing from the non tribals and arc doing 

cultivation on plain lands.  

As per the report of Project Director Watershed, Kalahandi 29 GPs 

under Lanjigarh, Th.Rampur and M.Rampur Blocks are most affected by 

Podu cultivation. Four GPs in M.Rampur, Nine GPs in Lanjigarh Block and 

16 GPs in Th.Rampur Block tribal and other people dependent in forest are 

traditional in the habit of Podu cultivation practices since long. The extent of 

Podu area is approximately 24 thousand hector, according to assessment of 

Watersheds department, Kalahandi. Due to such practices valuable forests 

are destroyed and top soil is lost causing rill, gully and sand casting like, 

problems. The yield from shifting cultivation is less in comparison with wet 

land cultivation. The paddy grown is also of traditional varieties. However, 

the Kandhas grow ragi, turmeric, Nizer, til and varieties of pulses like 

Kandul, Jhudunga etc, on the hill slopes by burning forest growth. They 

spend all their income from the field within four to six months. For half of the 

year they live only on ragi, the powder of tamarind seeds, mango stones, 

edible roots and tubers. To discontinue such type of traditional practices and 

to mitigate prevention of shifting cultivation, different line departments have 

been involved to go for huge plantation on fuel, fodder, timber and fruit trees, 

land development, literacy through education, drinking water facility, to 

check soil and moisture conservation, control of deforestation, development 

of sustainable agriculture production, provide irrigation facilities during Khairf 

and Rabi, animal husbandry, fishery and good health of human beings, 

formation SHG to take care of natural resources and its development etc.  

Their needs are few and they want to remain aloof from the civilized 

people of the plains. They utilize their leisure time in dance and music. 

The rising of the Kandhas in Kalahandi in 1882 known as second 

Kandha Meli was due to their discontentment caused for the settlement of 

lands to Kultas in different villages depriving the age old traditional rights of 

Kandhs. 

The majority of the Kandhas follow Hindu customs and rites. They 

worship Dharani Deota, the earth god; Grama Devati, the goddess of the 

village Bhima, the goddess of the household and other female deities such 

as Khandual, Sat Bhaen, Kandual Boja, Jina and Duma. Of these, their 

supreme god is Dharani Deota. They observe Chait Parab, Pausha Parab, 

Taki Parab, Rani Parab, Nuakhai and Dasahara festival. 

On festive occasions the boys and girls dance and sing love, marriage 

and harvest songs. For this purpose they use musical, instruments like 

tamka, hurudi (bamboo flute), dabwa, Dhab (instrument played with two 

small sticks), gini and tal. The last two are not tribal musical instruments. 

They have introduced these items recently after coming in contact with the 
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people living in plain areas. They keep the musical instruments in Dhangora 

basa (where ever this is prevailing) where the bachelors of the village sleep 

at night or in any common place. 

Some Kandha women of the district tattoo their faces. They eat ragi, 

Kosala, rice, boiled green leaves and vegetables. On social and religious 

functions they kill goats, sheep, and buffaloes and eat their meat. Fish is 

eaten when available. They use axe, arrows, bow and knife for hunting birds 

and wild animals. 

Mund 

In the census they were enumerated as Mundas, Munda Loharas or 

Munda Mahalis in Kalahandi district. They live mainly in the rural areas of 

the Bhawanipatna Block area and their population is less. 

The Mundas of the district are divided into a number of exogamous 

clans. The clans are totemistic and derive their names from some natural 

objects, such as, an animal, bird, fish reptile or plant. The members of the 

clan are forbidden to eat the totem after which it is named. In their society 

marriage with Kolarian tribes, such as, the Santals, Kharia, Juang, etc., is 

not permitted. Their religious head is called the Pahan. He also acts as head 

of the village Panchayat. 

The Mundas never set hands on a few old trees around their village. 

These trees are known as sarna. They believe that the village deity resides 

in them and they worship these old trees on festive occasions. 

It is customary among the Mundas to erect big memorial stones in the 

burial ground after the death of a person. On the spot they sacrifice a sheep 

and a feast is held in which kinsmen participate. 

In addition to these, every Munda village has a patch of cleared ground 

called the akhra. There men and women of the village sing and dance to the 

accompaniment of drums. 

Other characteristic features which still exist among the Mundas is the 

bachelor's dormitory. It is called the giti-ora. They have separate dormitory 

for boys and girls. The unmarried boys and girls not only sleep in the giti-ora 

but also test each others wit by exchanging conundrums and learn by 

listening to stories of the past from the elders. 

The Mundas observe Sarhul. Soharai, Chaitra Parab and Pousha 

Parab. They also celebrate Dasahara, Sivaratri and Ratha Jatra with the 

neighboring Hindus. 
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Paraja 

The Parajas are otherwise known as Poroja, Paraja, Poroja or Parja. 

They inhabit mainly the Thuamul Rampur and Jayapatna police station 

areas. There are four classes of Parajas, viz., Bada Paraja, Pareng Jodia 

Paraja, Penga Paraja and Kandha Paraja. The Bada Parajas distinguish 

themselves from others by abstaining from taking beef. 

They have a number of totemistic clans such as Bagh (tiger), Kachhim 

(tortoise), Bokda (goat), Netam (dog), Gohi (big lizard), Pandki (dove) and so 

on. They neither kill nor eat totem objects. They pay special reverence to 

their clan totems. 

Marriage is strictly prohibited in the same clan. Generally they prefer 

cross-cousin marriage. They have five ways of acquiring mates. These are 

Haribol Baha, Udlia Baha, Jhinka Utra Baha, Paisamundi Baha and 

Gharjwain. Of these, Haribol Baha (marriage by arrangement) is common. 

The Paraja women are fond of tattoo marks and flowers. They dress 

very neatly in a traditional costume of white and cerise striped clothes 

reaching barely to the knee. The Paraja women wear a variety of ornaments 

on different parts of their body. Most of these are of silver, excepting the 

rings in the nose and the ears which are of gold or brass. Though short 

statured, the Paraja women appear to be healthier than the Paraja male. 

The Paraja men use loin cloth and wrapper and wear their hair long. 

The Parajas worship many gods and goddesses of which Landi Debata 

is most important. They observe festivals like Laxmi Puja or Taku Parab in 

Asadha, Langaladhua Punei in Srabana, Nachuni Parab or Bhadra Parab in 

Bhadrab, Dipabali Parab in Kartik.a, Pousa Parab in Pousa and Chait Parab 

in Chaitra. They also celebrate Anaka Kora or Dabani Puja which is the 

festival of the Kandhas in the month of Margasira. 

In addition to these, when the comet appears in the sky they perform 

Raji Sustha Puja. For rain and to save crops from pests they observe Indra 

Puja. During solar and lunar eclipses the Parajas conduct Rahu and Ketu 

Puja and sacrifice fowl and goat to ward off evils. When death occurs due to 

epidemic diseases, they offer Puja to the goddess through Desari on any 

Tuesday. This worship is called Baulani. On certain festive occasions they 

clean their houses and wear new clothes. They 'prepare special type of food 

on these occasions and enjoy the fairs and festivals by drinking indigenous 

wine. The Dhangadas (boys) and Dhangidis (girls) take part in the 

community dance. They use Dudunga, a kind of musical instrument, at the 

time of the dance. They spend lavishly on festive occasions forgetting the 

difficult days ahead. As a result, the Parajas suffer a lot and are compelled 

to botrow money from the non-tribals. Under these circumstances the non-

tribals exploit them. 
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Majority of the Parajas are cultivators. The landless persons among 

them work as labourers. They collect tooth-sticks, leaves for preparing 

eating cups and plates, various kinds of fruits, roots, tubers, edible leaves, 

bamboo, Mahua flowers and seeds, and Kusum seeds from the forests and 

sell them in the weekly hats. _They also collect firewood from the forests for 

fuel. They make rope out of Siali creepers. Hunting of birds and animals is 

conducted occasionally by the Parajas. 

Saora 

They are also known as Savar, Saura or Sahara. They are found 

chiefly in Nawapara, Jonk, Kegaon and Jayapatna police stations. 

The Saoras worship innumerable malevolent and benevolent deities 

and deified ancestors. They observe a number of ceremonies at different 

stages of cultivation and perform several religious rites for curing diseases. 

Through the priest they offer fowl, pig, liquor and other nourishments to the 

deities. They enjoy the festivals by heavy drinking and dance. 

In their society marriage within the village is forbidden. Polygamy is 

common among them. They consider more than one wife as a sign of 

prosperity in the field of agriculture and greater accumulation of food grains. 

This practice has changed to some extent nowadays. Their women are vet y 

hardy and industrious. As a result, the Saora women enjoy a distinct position 

in the society. 

The main occupation of the Saoras is agriculture. They collect roots 

and tubers, green leaves, mushrooms from the jungles to supplement their 

diet. Moreover, they collect minor forest products like honey, wood, leaves 

and sell them in the villages and towns and thus earn money for their 

subsistence.  

Shabar 

Shabars or Lodhas are numerically ranked the third among the tribals 

in the district. They reside mainly in Kalahandi (Sadar), Jayapatna, Koksara, 

Komna and Khariar police stations. They have also some pockets in 

Kesinga, Junagarh, Dharamgarh and Nawapara police stations. They 

profess Hinduism. Most of the Shabars of the district earn their livelihood by 

cultivation and as agricultural labourers. Some of them also collect firewood, 

leaves, herbal plants and roots and other forest produce from the forest and 

sell in the neighbouring villages.  

PVTG of Kalahandi 

Dongria Kandh and Kutia Kandh are two recognized PVTG (Primitive 

Vulnerable Tribal Group) found in Kalahandi.  
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Dongria Kandh 

The number of Dongria Kandh is limited to 16 villages in the Niyamgiri 

(Niyamgiri) Hill range in Lanjigarh Block. Their village settlements signify 

architectural design and placement of functional areas. There are two rows 

of houses across a rectangular space facing each other. The street between 

the two rows of houses is quite wide, neat and clean. Mother earth, called 

Darani Penu or Jhankar is the benevolent supreme goddess.She is installed 

in a hut in the village called Kudi which is represented by three standing 

stones. Other important deities are Jatrakudi Penu, Hira Penu, Niyamraja 

Penu, Kutbali Penu, Lahi Penu etc. Besides these deities, in the houses 

different sprite or Duma like Tulimuda, Lai Penu, Sita Penu, Danda Penu, 

Chhatar Penu and Bhairo Penu are also worshiped. Jani is their religious 

head who performs all rites and rituals.  

The traditional village council of Dongria Kandha is composed of male 

heads of each household. The Majhi or Jani calls the meeting as per the 

direction of the village leader. 

The Dongria Kandhs are expert horticulturist. They also depend on 

sifting cultivation and on collection of non-timber forest product. Both 

Dangira women and men are fashionable, wear different types of ornaments 

and decorate their hair. They speak Kui language. 

The traditional youth dormitory is still functioning which is a place of 

entertainment, place of learning of social activities, dance / music, art, craft 

etc. It is center which preserves cultural heritage and folk tradition. There is 

gradual transformation of Dongria Kandh due to the intervention of 

Government agencies and NGOs. However, they maintain their social 

structure, basic characteristic features, customs, beliefs, and values despite 

the changes.  

Kutia Kandh 

Kutia Kandhs are mostly found in the hilly pockets of Th.Rampur, 

Lanjigarh, Bhawanipatna and M.Rampur Blocks of Kalahandi. The 

settlement pattern of Kutia Kandhs is unique. In their settlement, two rows of 

houses across a rectangular space face each other. Although the houses in 

the villages are separate, single roof is maintained and the verandah run 

continuously from one end to another. 

Kuita Kandh depends on shifting cultivation and collection of non-timber 

forest products for their liveli-hood. They also collect verities of fruits and 

roots from forest. Thus, their economy revolves around the forest. The social 

organization of Kutia Kandh is strong. The family is the primary social unit 

among the Kutia Kandh. It is mostly nuclear, patriarchal, patrilocal and 

patrilineal in character. The traditional village council of Kutia Kandh 
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constitutes traditional authority with eldest male member of each house of 

the village. The Majhi or Jani calls the meeting of traditional council of the 

village. The council discusses wide range of topics like to settle conflict 

among the persons or groups, festivals, socio-cultural matters and it upholds 

the customary law, ethics and social harmony. Kutia Kandh worship different 

deities, spirits and different natural objects. Dharani Penu represented by 

three pieces of stones is important deity. The Jani is the magico-religious 

specialist of the village. The traditional youth dormitory system still in 

functional in many Kutia Kandh villages.  

The Kutia Kandhs are in transition and on the path of development due 

to intervention of the Government and Government agencies like ITDA, 

KKDA and MADA.   

Customs and Practices at Birth 

The pregnant women observe various taboos for safe delivery and 

protection from attack of evil spirits. She has to observe also a number of 

restrictions during pregnancy. During the period of solar or lunar eclipses 

she is not permitted to cut anything or to see the eclipse. She is not allowed 

to sleep in the courtyard or under the tree. She usually wears amulets to 

ward off the evil eye. She is neither allowed to draw water from the well nor 

permitted to work on husking pedal. During this period she is kept cheerful 

and is generally given the types of food she wants.  

When labour pain starts she is usually taken to a lying in room called 

antudisala. A mid-wife belonging to a low caste or an old woman of her caste 

attends her. After delivery the navel cord of the child is cut with the help of a 

sea-shell, blade or knife and the placenta is disposed of in a ditch made 

outside the house. Among the higher castes, the period of rest lasts for a 

period of 21 days and among some of the lower castes it is observed for 

about 12 days. During this period fire is kept burning in a pot in the living 

room day and night for five days. It is believed that unless the room is kept at 

a high temperature, the child may be a victim of cold and cough and the 

mother may also suffer from pneumonia. It is also believed that fire 

possesses magic power to save the mother and the child from the influence 

of evil spirits. In addition to this, hot and dry fomentations are given to the 

mother and the child for speedy recovery and strength. The mother is also 

given a concoction to drink of which the main ingredients are hot spices, 

such as long pepper and dry ginger. She is also given fried flattened rice 

(Chura) and fried garlic. 

After the child's birth the Hindus perform a ceremony called panchuati 

and sasthi on the fifth and the sixth day respectively. A ceremony called 

uthiary is observed on the seventh day. On this day the newborn baby and 

the mother take first purification bath. She takes second purification bath on 
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the 12th day and is allowed to change her room. The child is named on the 

21st day, the ceremony being known as ekosia. On this occasion 

Satyanarayan Puja is held amidst much rejoicing. The important rituals 

among the Hindus are mundan or shaving of the head, ear-boring and 

bidyarambha or initiation to learning. Upanayan or sacred thread ceremony 

of the male child is performed in case of Brahmin and Kshatriya children in 

their early adolescence. 

Delivery generally takes place in a separate room where one or two 

elderly women of the village or family who are familiar with the process 

attend her. After delivery the umbilical cord and the placenta are buried near 

the house. The child is bathed in tepid water. The mother cleans her clothes 

and. washes in warm water. She does not eat or drink on the day of birth. 

She is not allowed to touch cooking pots or other home hold article for five or 

seven, days. Even members of her family do not touch her. If anybody 

accidentally touches the mother or child during these days he or she is 

required to take bath. This ritual has a scientific basis. Touching the child by 

others may inflict infection on the new born and the mother. After the birth, 

the head of the family or the father of the child worship the local deities. 

Generally, the child is named after a dead ancestor, but this practice is not 

being strictly followed nowadays. 

Marriage 

Among the Hindus eight types of marriages are known to have been 

prevalent since ancient times. These are Brahm 1, Daiva, Arjya, Prajapatya, 

Asura, Gandharva, Rakshasa and Paishacha. Of these only Prajapatya type 

of marriage is widely in vogue now. 

Generally, marriage is settled after the examination of the horoscope of 

both the bridegroom and the bride by the astrologer who predicts whether 

the stars of the couple are in harmony or not. If the horoscopes of the couple 

are found compatible then the marriage lakes place on an auspicious day 

according to the almanac. In a Hindu marriage the Brahmin officiates as the 

priest. 

Among the tribals marriage is usually settled by the guardians of the 

parties but the consent of the bridegroom or the bride is not ignored. They 

select a bride and fix up an auspicious day for the marriage after consulting 

with the Dishari. Before marriage bride price is fixed. It is generally paid in 

cash, kind or both. In their society marriage is solemnised by the Jani, the 

priest of the village. Besides the marriage by arrangement, the tribals also 

follow marriage by elopement, capture, service and intrusion. 
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Mortuary Customs 

In Hindu society the corpse is carried on a bier by the members of the 

family and the relatives of the deceased to the cremation ground. On the 

way to the cremation ground khai and kaudi or small coins are thrown on the 

road by the chief mourner or karta. The dead body is usually cremated .on 

the bank of a river or tank. The dead bodies of unmarried children, lepers, 

persons who die of cholera, smallpox or snake bite and sannyasis or 

ascetics are usually buried. Mukhagni or lighting of the funeral pyre is 

performed by the eldest son of the deceased, and in his absence, by another 

son or the nearest male member of his kutumba. Certain restrictions are 

observed by the members of the kutumba with regard to food. 

The death pollution ends on the 10
th
 day. This ceremony is known as 

sudhi. The shaving and nail pairing of the members of the kutumba are done 

on this day. The karta performs tarpan and pinda to the deceased person 

and the family priest utters hymns for the salvation of the deceased soul. On 

the 11th day food which was restricted during the period of mourning are 

allowed to all consumed. On this occasion all the clean castes get the 

services of the Brahmin, Dhoba and Bhandari. They get remuneration for 

their work. 

Among the tribals, death brings pollution for three days. On the third 

day they clean their houses and clothes themselves. The Jani performs the 

rituals and purifies the members of the household as well as those who took 

part in the cremation. This function is called chhota karma or telghar. They 

celebrate bada karma after the lapse of a year on any day and month. On 

this occasion they give feast to the caste people and persons belonging to 

other communities of the village. After this the dress, utensils and 

implements of the deceased are thrown away or gifted to a Dom or Ghasi. 

Inter Caste Relations 

The traditional division of Hindus into castes, though basically still 

intact, has lost much of its social rigidity due to the impact of western 

civilization and industrialization. The drive of Mahatma Gandhi against the 

social disabilities of the untouchables has broken the barrier between the 

high castes and the untouchables. As untouchability is now punishable 

under law, people of various castes do not hesitate to take food on a 

common table in restaurants and hotels. The change of occupations spread 

of education and appointment of persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes 

and the Scheduled Tribes in public services have shrunken the traditional 

differences between various castes. Inter-caste marriages, though rare in 

the district, are now tolerated. Under these circumstances the traditional 

structure of the Hindu society based on caste is undergoing a steady 

change. 
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The tribals of the district have preserved their individual identity based 

on clans and dialects, but they have cordial relationship and reciprocity 

among themselves. Sometimes marriages between members of two 

different tribes, though not socially approved, are tolerated. Although social 

relationship of the converted Christians is almost confined within their own 

group, they do not forget to participate in the social function of the tribes to 

which they original belonged. 

New Religious Movements 

The most important religious movement of the present century in the 

district centers round the Arya Samaj which among other religious activities, 

aims at bringing the converted Christians to Hindu fold again. The 

organization is also imparting spiritual and vocational training to the children 

belonging mostly to the Adivasi and other weaker sections of the society in 

Vedic Gurukula pattern. 

Property and inheritance 

The law of primogeniture was in vogue in the ruling family of the 

Kalahandi ex-State. The eldest son inherited the gadi and other sons were 

only maintenance holders. Under the Durbar administration, if a Gountia 

died during the currency of the Gounti lease, the Gountiaship was con-ferred 

upon the eldest son and other sons usually shared the Khudkast lands of 

their father. After the abolition of the Gounti system in the district in 1956 all 

the sons are now getting equal shares of their father's property. The law of 

inheritance for the common man was the same as elsewhere in the State of 

Odisha. The sons inherited the property. After the enforcement of the Hindu 

Succession Act, the daughters are also entitled to share the property along 

with the sons. But in practice, such cases are rare. The Scheduled Tribes 

people have no definite law. They are guided by the Hindu law of 

inheritance. 

The transfer of lands was unknown in Kalahandi during the Durbar 

administration. But transfers were freely made by the tenants in the guise of 

surrender of lands to the Gountia. The Gountia in his turn settled the 

surrendered land with others. This was a clandestine transfer and was even 

recognized by the ex-State administration. After the merger of the State with 

the Province of Odisha under the Orissa Merged States (Laws) Act, the 

tenants were given occupancy rights and they were allowed to transfer their 

rights freely. Since the implementation of the Land Reforms Act in 1965, 

restrictions have been imposed (In the transfer of lands of the Scheduled 

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. 
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Joint-Family 

The joint-family system was in vogue in the district. Due to pressure on 

purse, impact of modern civilization and fixation of laid ceilings under the 

Orissa Land Reforms Act, this system is gradually dying out. 

Marriage and Morals 

Polygamy was permissible in Hindu society, but the Government has 

banned this practice under the Hindu Marriage, Act, 1955. The Christians 

are monogamous, but the Muslims follow polygamy. Among Muslims 

polygamy is restricted up to four wives but most of them are found to be 

monogamous. 

In Hindu society marriage customs are found to have considerably 

changed with the spread of education, settlement of Acts, and pressure on 

purse. A number of social practices like horoscope reading of the bride and 

the bridegroom, consideration of gotrel and the ceremony of nirbandha 

which were rigidly observed in the past are not strictly adhered to nowadays. 

The practice of child marriage has almost disappeared and the age of 

marriage has increased in all caste groups. 

Dowry system is in vogue among the various castes and tribes of the 

district. To eradicate the evils of dowry system the Government has passed 

the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, and the Dowry Prohibition (Orissa 

Amendment) Act, 1975. Besides, these rules and regulations, the States 

Government is taking steps to mobilize Public opinion against dowry system. 

Civil Marriage 

The society is still predominantly traditionbound and the people are not 

much conscious about the procedure of marriages to be solemnized under 

the Special Marriage .Act, 1954. 

Widow Remarriage 

Legally there is no restriction to widow re-marriage. But customarily 

widow re-marriage is forbidden among the Brahmins and other high castes. 

Divorce-Divorce depends on the personal law governing the parties to 

the marriage. Christians are governed by the Indian Divorce Act, 1869. The 

Muslims are governed by the Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, 1939. The 

Hindus are governed by the Hindu Marriage Act, 1956. When the parties 

belong to different religious faiths and the marriage is registered under the 

Special Marriage Act, the provisions of that Act applies. 

Under the aforesaid Acts, the grounds of divorce are more or less the 

same, such as, adultery, desertion, bigamy (for Christians), failure of 

husband to maintain the wife for two years, conviction of husband for 7 
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years, failure without reasonable cause to perform marital rights, impotence 

and insanity of husband, cruelty by husband, conversion to another religion, 

unsoundness of mind, suffe-ring from a virulent and incurable form of 

leprosy, venereal disease in a communicable form, and renunciation of the 

world, etc. (for Hindus). 

The Place of Women in the Society and their economic dependence 

The position of women was very high in the Hindu society of ancient 

days. It was believed that gods reside in those households where women 

are respected. Women were able rulers and brave fighters of which the 

history of Odisha bears ample testimony. A galaxy of women ruled Odisha in 

the 8th -10th centuries. But the status of women declined after the Muslim 

invasion of the country. Purdah or seclusion of women came into vogue as a 

measure of safety and protection. Among the higher castes purdah is still 

considered as a mark of social prestige, but with the spread of modern 

education it is fast disappearing. 

In rural areas of Kalahandi district women of low castes, in addition to 

their domestic work, help their families in agricultural operations. They also 

earn independently by working as field labourers. Household industries like 

rope making, basketry and pottery also provide employment to some. The 

females, in general, are more dependent on males in urban areas than in 

rural areas. Economic stress and strain of modern life have, however, forced 

the educated urban women to take to various professions. Many of them are 

now serving as teachers, doctors, nurses, mid-wives, clerks, typists, etc. 

Drinking has become common in the present day society and gambling 

is going on here and there. Adequate steps are being taken by the Police 

Department for the prevention of these social evils. There is also awareness 

drive by different social organizations against these social evils. 

As per 2011 census there are 400314 normal household, 628 

Institutional houses in the district.  

Household Utensils, Furniture and house decorations 

People in the urban areas use various types of furniture for a 

comfortable living. Well-to-do families usually possess sofa sets, chairs, 

tables, bench, stool, almirah, bedsteads and other furniture made of wood or 

steel according to their need, taste, status and capacity. They also possess 

radio sets, transistors, wall clocks, and table or ceiling fans. People 

belonging to the lower income group remain content with a wooden chair, 

table, bench, stool or cot of ordinary type. The poor families in the villages 

have no furniture but string cots called Khatia, Charpai or Khatel. The tribals 

also use it as furniture. The head of the house usually uses the khatel. It is 

also offered to guests for sitting. The villagers are poor and do not have 
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much utensils. They usually use leaf cups, big or small, for variety of 

purposes from drinking water and gruel to storing grain. Each household has 

a few earthen cooking utensils and receptacles for water. A few households 

also have bell-metal utensils, aluminum plates and bowls. In most of the 

houses one can occasionally find glass tumblers and one or two cups and 

saucers. The richer people have a better set of utensils. In tribal villages 

most of the people keep their clothes and other possessions in a bamboo 

basket or ordinary wooden box. Every house in the rural area has one or two 

kerosene tin lamps called dibri and lantern. In the interior, the villagers 

depend mainly on wood for light and heat. Rural electrification has made 

some progress in the district of Kalahandi, but very few villagers have the 

means to use electricity for domestic purposes. 

Although the houses of the people are built with mud or brick walls and 

thatched roofs they present an aesthetic appearance. The walls of dwelling 

houses are smeared with cow dung and sometimes with coloured earth or 

paste. On socio-religious functions they decorate the walls and floor of the 

houses with Awl or alpana designs. 

Dress 

Generally men in rural and urban areas wear dhoti. Some of them also 

use lungi and gamchha. The tribals use dhoti and do not use any upper 

garment. In winter when they feel cold, they cover their body with a coarse 

cotton cloth. They usually wrap a piece of gamchha or towel round the head 

while working in the field. Due to external contact, nowadays people use, 

western garments such as trousers, shirts, bush shirts, etc. These garments 

are not only found in urban areas but also have infiltrated into rural areas. 

Women, irrespective of caste or social condition, wear sari. Women in 

urban areas wear sari, blouse and petticoat, but in rural areas only sari is 

commonly used to cover the lower as well as the upper part of the body. 

Married women of the district veil their head as a custom. 

The people of the district purchase dhoti, sari, and cheap variety of 

garments from rural or urban markets. It is found that mill-made clothes have 

to a great extent substituted the handloom clothes. 

Ornaments 

The men and women of 
the district wear a variety of 
ornaments on different parts of 
their bodies. Most of these are 
gold, silver, aluminum, brass, 
coloured glass beads and rolled 
golds. The design, size, weight 
and contents of the ornaments 
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have undergone changes from time to time according to the prevailing 
fashions and also differ from one community to another. The ornaments 
used in the past were generally simple in style and heavy. But those in 
vogue at present are much lighter, refined and sophisticated in designs. The 
principal ornaments used by the women in the district are Mathamani, 
Sebatifula, Chaurimundi, Panpatri, and Jharakathi for head; Kanthimali, 
Sorisia mala, chain (Hara), Suta, Khagala and Haske for neck; Fasia, ear-
ring, Karim phula, Jhalaka, Khinwa, Panchia Mundi, Mandra and Nangul for 
ear; Notha, Guna, Dandi and Fulli for nose ; Armlet, Nagmori, Bahatada, 
Bahasuta and Panchuki for arm ; Kataria, Bandaria, Khadu, Ruli and Chudi 
for wrist; Mudi and Mandi for finger, Antasuta, Kardhan and Kamarpata for 
waist; Painri, Pahuda and Malha for anklet; Bichhia, Chutki-chura and 
Jhuntia for toe. 

The women of the upper castes and the well-to-do women usually 
prefer gold and silver ornaments. Some males also wear chain (tiara) or ring 
(Mudi). 

Besides the metal ornaments the tribal women also use feathers, 
aincha, coloured beads, etc., to deck their body. 

In recent years, the extent of the use of gold and silver ornaments has 
been affected by the soaring prices of these metals. Moreover, the use of 
gold has further been restricted by the enforcement of the Gold Control 
Order of 1963. 

Personal Decoration 

The women of the Kandha, Dom, Lollar and Ghasi communities tattoo 
their faces before they are married. The designs are simple and are made 
on the forehead, chin and legs. They comb their hair periodically after 
applying Mahua seed oil. The hair is parted in the middle, then combed back 
and tied into a bun on the neck but slightly to the right. A comb made of horn 
or wood is generally used to comb the hair. They also use metal or plastic 
hair pins on special occasions. Among the higher castes the women 
generally coil the plaited hair and fix hair pins. 

Food and Drink 

Rice is the staple food of the people. It is taken dry or soaked in cold 

water. Vegetable curry, dal and occasionally non-vegetarian curry is also 

added to these meals. A few people use wheat. Besides rice and wheat 

people also take ragi, mandia, kodo, suan, gurji, kandhamula, mushrooms, 

various kinds of roots and tubers. In between principal meals people usually 

eat rice cakes, fried rice, parched rice, etc. 

During social and religious functions, in addition to normal food items, 

different types of cakes, sweets, rice porridge, etc., are prepared. Generally 

among higher castes meats of goat, sheep and fowl are taken. Some of the 

lower caste people eat the meat of dead cows, buffaloes, pig, pigeons, 

peafowl, rat, and non poisonous snakes like dhamana and large reptiles like 

godhis. 
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Cooking is mostly done in earthen pots. These are purchased from the 

potters. Aluminium utensils are gradually becoming more and more popular 

among the people. The common cooking media is groundnut oil. Some 

people also use mustard oil, mahul oil, til and pesi (linseed) oil for cooking 

purpose. Only on festive occasions people use cow and buffalo ghee and 

various brands of hydrogenated oil. 

Liquor is ritually used by the tribals. Both men and women usually drink 

mahua liquor and date palm juice. Their favourite alcoholic beverage is 

handia which is prepared in almost every tribal house hold. Liquor is an 

important item at religious functions, and social etiquette demands that 

guests and visitors be offered liquor. However with the change of time 

consumption of liquor is not general and gradually many Tibal people are no 

longer consuming liquor. 

Smoking of tobacco is very common among the males. The tribals and 

other low class people smoke country churoot made of raw tobacco rolled in 

sal leaf. Bidis and cigarettes are also widely consumed by the people. 

However there is gradual decline in this smoking practice. 

Communal Life Communal Dance 

Dalkhai, Dhap, Dhangda-dhangdi, Ghoonira and Madal dances are 

prevalent in Kalahandi district. These are held during socio-cultural and 

religious functions. 

Dhap Dance 

The Dhap dance has derived its name from the musical instrument 

known as dhap which is modeled in the shape of a khanjani. The dancer 

holds the dhap with his left hand and beats it with sticks in right hand. The 

Kandhas of the district perform this dance in which both men and women 

participate. Generally the men of one village dance and sing with the women 

of another village. In this dance unmarried men and women take active part 

while the experienced persons guide them. During the dance the women 

dancers play on ramakathi, a musical instrument made of two pieces of 

polished wood with little cymbals fitted in them. The Kandhas perform this 

Dhap dance on the occasion of marriage and also for the sake of recreation. 

The dancers do not use any special dress for the purpose. The men and 

women stand face to face in rows and dance. They move forward and 

backward and sing mostly amorous songs. Due to the impact of modern 

civilization and change in the outlook of the people the women nowadays 

fight shy to participate in the dance. They also do not practice the dance 

regularly as a result of which the standard of the dance is fast deteriorating. 

Ghumura Dance 

The Ghumura is originally a tribal dance, which in course of time, 

Ghumura has been adopted by others. The dance is named after a typical 
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dance earthen drum called `Ghumura'. It is like a clay pitcher with long neck 

and its mouth covered with the skin of godhi (iguana, monitor lizard). The 

dancers tie the Ghumuras on their shoulders and hang them tight on their 

chest.  Ghumura is the popular dance form originated and excelled in 

Kalahandi. It is a traditional martial band and dance form. 

The dance is performed by 15 to 20 male members. The dancers dress 

themselves in coloured 

dhotis and jackets. 

They use turban on 

which peacock feathers 

are attached. They also 

fasten ghagudi (a chain 

of brass bells) on their 

waists and ghoonguras 

(a chain of small brass 

bells) on their feet 

which produce musical 

sound while dancing. It 

is supported by Nishan 

and Jhanj. 

During the dance the dancers sing devotional songs, Chhanda, 

Chaupadi and songs relating to stories from the Ramayana, the Mahabharat 

and the Puranas. Sometimes love and humorous songs in local dialect are 

also recited to amuse the audience. Generally Ghumura dancers recite 

different types of songs to suit different occasions.  

The dance is performed during festivals like Dasahara, Pousa Purnima 

and Nuakhai. It is also performed during marriage ceremony' and other 

social functions.  

Madal Dance 

The Gonds of the district perform Madal dance. The male and female 

participants dance in circles, in half and full sitting positions. In this dance 

one person acts as singer while others play drums. The male dancers use 

turbans in which feathers of peacock are clipped. They tie ghagarla (a chain 

of bells) on their waist which produces musical sound at the time of dance. 

The Madal dance is usually performed during marriage and festivals. The 

Madal (earthen drum) is the main musical instrument. Besides that, the 

Nagara, known as trihiri, is also used by one of the dancers. The singer 

holds a piece of long and flat plank called `Katua' which he moves in a 

graceful manner. This produces some dramatic effect. 

The singer sings songs which relate to love, beauty of nature and 

devotion to gods and goddesses. The Gonds are supposed to be 
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comparatively more advanced than some other tribal communities. They are 

gradually excluding their womenfolk from the dance. The Madal dance of the 

Gonds of this district has some originality of its own and is quite different 

from the Madal dance of the Oraons in Sundargarh district. 

Dhangda Dhangdi Dance 

The Dhangda Dhangdi dance is performed by the unmarried grown up 

boys and girls of the district. Mostly the Scheduled Castes people participate 

in this dance. Persons belonging to both the sexes sing in groups and dance 

after each stanza of the song. While dancing, the girls play on ramakathi and 

make graceful movement of body, waist and hand. They do not dance while 

singing. In this dance the dancers do not use any special costume. The 

dance is generally performed on the occasion of marriage and other social 

functions. 

The usual musical accompaniments to Dhangda-Dhangdi dance are 

dhol (a two-sided drum), ehangu (one sided flat drum), Nishan (one sided 

deep drum) and Nahuri (the Odishan Sahani). 

The Dhangda Dhangdi dance practised by the Scheduled Tribe people 

in Kalahandi district is different from the Dhangda Dhangdi dance of the 

Kandhas of Koraput and Boudh-Khondmals districts. The Dhangda Dhangdi 

dance of Kalahandi district is a peculiar mixture of the Kandha dance and 

the `Dalkhai' dance of Sambalpur and Balangir districts. 

Among other popular folk dances in the district mention may be made 

of Dalkhai dance, Chaitra Parab dance, Singa Baja and Sua Natch. 

Fairs and Festivals 

The Hindus of 

the district observe 

a number of 

festivals all the 

year round. These 

festivals may 

broadly be divided 

into two 

categories, viz., 

domestic festivals 

observed in each 

household and 

public festivals and 

fairs where people 

congregate in large 

numbers on some auspicious days. The domestic festivals are confined to 
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the worship of family deities, observance of ekadashi, various vratas, etc. 

Public festivals are usually religious ceremonies attended by a large number 

of men, women and children who come for worship as well as entertainment. 

An account of some of the important festivals in the district is given below. 

Budharaja Parba 

The Budharaja festival is observed just after Dasahara in the village 

Parba Ampani. The village is situated at a distance of 96 km. from the district 

headquarters on the main road which leads to Koraput. The presiding deity 

of the temple is Budha Raja. It is a tribal god. People from various parts of 

the district as well as from the neighbouring districts attend the festival. More 

than 5,000 people gather on the occasion. Goats, sheep and fowl are 

offered as sacrifice. The festival is observed for one day, i. e., from morning 

till the next morning. The shop-keepers open their shops near the temple. 

Women from Koraput district also come to sell fruits and other vegetables. 

There is a belief that on the festival day, at dead of the night, a tiger comes 

to the temple to partake of the Bhoga. Therefore, before dark all the shop-

keepers come away to the heart of the town with their stalls. At night 

Ghumura dance competition is held in which competitors from nearby 

villages participate. Besides this, other folk-performances like Ramalila and 

Suanga are also held. 

A few houses of Janis (priests) attend to the god. They worship the 

deity and work as his messenger in different villages. They perform religious 

rites and through the kalsi advise the people on the cure of diseases and 

offer solutions to their various problems. 

Chhatra Yatra or Dasahara 

 Goddess 

Manikeswari is the 

prominent deity of 

Kalahandi district. The 

temple of the goddess is 

situated in the premises of 

the ex Maharaja's palace at 

Bhawanipatna. The ex-

Rulers of Kalahandi used 

to observe the Saradiya 

Puja of the goddess known as Chhatra Yatra with much pomp and eclact. 

Crowds of people gather to witness the festival and large number of animals 

are sacrificed before the deity. The festival reaches its peak on the 

Mahastami day. Dasahara also forms an important festival at Jayapatna and 

Behera.  
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Khandabasa 

The Khandabasa festival is observed during Dasahara in the temple of 

goddess Lankeswari at Junagarh, the old capital of Kalahandi ex State. The 

rulers of Kalahandi used to come to Junagarh on the Mahastami day to 

perform the Puja. The ruler observes fasting on the day and places a sword 

before the goddess on an auspicious moment fixed by the astrologer. There 

is a widespread belief among the local people that if the sword placed by the 

ruler before the goddess remains straight, villagers will not face natural 

calamities like drought, epide-mics etc. If the sword tilts, right or left then it 

indicates bad omen for the State. 

The festival is observed for a day and a fair sits at the place on the 

occasion. The congregation actually lasts for about three days. On the 

Mahastami day goats and buffaloes are sacrificed before the goddess. Folk 

performances like Ghumura dance and Ramalila are usually organised at 

night for the entertainment of the people. 

Laxmi Puja 

Laxmi Puja is observed in all Hindu households on every Thursday in 

the month of Margasira (November-December). The devout Hindu women 

celebrate this festival with great austerity and devotion. On the Thursdays 

the house and the courtyard are decorated with alpana designs or jhoti and 

Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, is evoked and worshipped. The 

last Thursday of the month marks the culmination of the Puja when 

preparations of rice cakes and sweets are offered to the goddess. 

Makara Mela 

On the day of Makara Sankranti Makara Mela is held at Kusurla Mela 

village in Madanpur-Rampur police station. This is held for three days near 

the temple of Nilakantheswar. Every year during this festive occasion large 

number of people from nearby villages congregate at Kusurla and worship 

god Nilakantheswar (Siva). Businessmen of Kalahandi as well as 

neighbouring Balangir district make brisk business at the fair. Mostly 

utensils, cloths, readyrnate garments, toys, sweets, etc. are brought for sale. 

This festival is being observed at Kusurla for last 15 years. 

Nuakhai or Nabanna 

Nuakhai literally means eating of the new rice. This is an agricultural 

festival and is observed more or less in all parts of Orissa. In the western 

districts of Odisha like Sambalpur, Balangir, Kalahandi and Sundargarh this 

has developed as a very important social festival. The Nuakhai ceremony 

generally takes place in the bright fortnight of Bhadraba (August-September) 
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on an auspicious day fixed by the astrologer. The festival is observed in 

every Hindu household and preparations of the new rice are offered to gods, 

goddesses and ancestors after which members of the family along with 

friends and relatives partake of the new rice. It is a custom that the eldest 

member of the family distributes payasanna, i. e., new rice cooked with milk 

and sugar to the junior members of the family after offering the same to 

goddess Laxmi. It is an occasion for the member of the family, relatives and 

friends to unite and to spend the day in great rejoicing. Children and other 

members of the family also wear new clothes on the occasion. At places 

sports and cultural programmes are organized on the day. 

Pousa Purnima 

The Pousa Purnima is observed in Maskapadar and Biswanathpur 

village of Lanjigarh police station. On this day the devotees walk on burning 

fire in bare foot. Thousands of people attend the festival. 

Puajiuntia and Bhaijiuntia 

The Puajiuntia ceremony is celebrated on the 8th day of the dark 

fortnight in the month of Aswina (September-October). On this occasion all 

the mothers fast for the whole day and night and worship the deity called 

Dutibahana. The purpose of the ceremony is to wish long life and prosperity 

to the sons. The barren women also observe this ceremony to get a child, 

preferably a son.On the 8
th
 day of the bright fortnight of Aswina (September-

October) Bhaijiuntiais festival is observed. The sisters worship goddess 

Durga on this occasion for a long and happy life of their brothers. In return, 

the brothers present new clothes and sweets to their sisters. 

Rama Navami 

Rama Navami is observed on the ninth day of the bright fortnight in the 

month of Chaitra (March-April) to celebrate the birth-day of Rama, the 

celebrated hero of the Ramayana. It is observed with great festivity at 

Bhawanipatna in the district. Other places in the district where this festival is 

observed, are Joradubra, in Madanpur-Rampur police station; Bhaleswar, in 

Jonk police station; and Sargiguda, in Narla police station. 

Rathajatra 

The Ratha Jatra or car festival of Lord Jagannath is held on Rathajatra 

the second day of the bright fortnight in the Month of Ashadha (June-July). 

The festival is observed at many places in the district of which mention may 

be made of Bhawanipatna, Jugsaipatna, Kalampur, Jaipatna, Mahichala, 

Kalopala etc. 
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Sivaratri 

Sivaratri festival is observed in all the Siva shrines on the 14th day of 

the dark fortnight in the month of Phalguna (February-March). The devotees 

remain awake throughout the night and worship the Lord. At the midnight a 

lamp called Maha Dipa is taken to the top of the temple and is kept burning 

throughout the night. The devotees break their fast after seeing the Maha 

Dipa. This festival is observed with great pomp and splendor in the Siva 

temples at Dadpur, Belkhandi, Mohangiri, Deundi and Jugsaipatna. 

Thousands of people congregate at these places on the occasion. 

Pousa Parba 

The other name of Pousa Parba is Toki Mara Parba. It is observed on 

Pousa Purnima day by the tribals of Kalahandi and Dharamgarh 

subdivisions. In olden days the tribal chief was sacrificing his own daughter 

before their goddess and the dead body was being buried in the fields. It 

was believed that by doing so the people of the village would get bumper 

harvest. Nowadays instead of sacrificing a girl a sheep or a buffalo is being 

sacrificed. One week before the Parba, the headman of the tribe along with 

others moves from door to door with the beating of drums and cymbals and 

feed the sacrificial animal with grains given by the villagers. People enjoy 

these days by merrymaking and drink heavily. On the day of Pousa Purnima 

in the presence of a huge gathering the sacrificial animal is taken to the altar 

with the beating of drums and dancing. The priest slaughters the animal. 

After this, attempts are usually made by different villagers to snatch away a 

chunk of the flesh of the sacrified animal for planting in their own fields in the 

hope of getting better crops. This festival is observed after the harvest 

season is over. It is said that during this festivals the boys and the girls also 

select and marry the partners of their choice. 

Other Festivals  

In addition to these fairs and festivals, the people of the district, 

Festivals also observe Chandan Jatra, Dola Jatra, Bali Jatra, Rani, Parba, 

Kalipuja (Dipaballi), Chaitra Parba and Jhulan Jatra. 

Festivals among other Communities 

 The Muslims, the Christians, the Sikhs, the Jains and the Buddhists of 

the district like their co-religionists in other parts of the country celebrate the 

festival enjoined by their respective religions. 

Recreation 

Leisure and recreation are essential for life. People usually gather in 

the evening at the temple or in a common place where the priest recites and 
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explains from the religious texts like Bhagabat, Bhagbat Gita, Mahabharat, 

Ramayan and Haribansa. Singing of Bhajan or Kirtan accompanied with 

musical instruments like Khanjani, gini, mrudango or harmonium is also a 

popular form of entertainment of the people. In rural areas people gather 

under a tree or in some house and sing bhajans or hear scriptures in poetry 

form. The modern ways of entertainment have not much affected this 

traditional pattern of folk entertainment especially in the rural areas. 

Occasionally acrobatic feats, monkey dance, bear dance and snake 

charming performed by itinerant professional groups also provide 

entertainment to the people. 

In the tribal areas the dhangda ghar where the bachelors of the village 

sleep at night is the oldest community centre. Here they spend the evening 

beating drums, dancing and singing. Some-times girls and older folk join 

them. The bachelors talk among themselves exchange experiences and 

discuss the problems they face in their daily life. Fishing, hunting and cock 

fighting are also the traditional pastime of the aboriginals of the district. The 

festivals and other social functions round the year never leave the people in 

want of mirth. The rural people also enjoy folk performances like Ramalila, 

Ghumura dance, Suanga, etc. Radio sets supplied by the Government to 

different institutions of the district also provide recreation to rural folk. Cheap 

radio sets have nowadays become common man's possession. 

In urban areas cinema is a common source of entertainment. Out of 

four cinema houses in the district there are two at the district headquarters, 

i.e., Bhawanipatna and one each at Kesinga and Junagarh. Besides cinema, 

occasional visit of circus and theatre parties also provide entertainment to 

the people. There are several recreational clubs and associations 

functioning in the district. They provide entertainment to the people by 

organizing various cultural programmes, sports and athletic meets. 

There are two major parks in the district, the Gandhi Pramod Udyan at 

Bhawanipatna, and the Bhagirathi Park at Beheraguda. Both these parks 

attract more people on account of its location and entertainment facilities for 

the children. Besides these parks there are children parks at Kesinga, 

Junagarh, Dharamgarh and Bhawanipatna to cater to the needs of children. 

Phulrijharan, Rabandhar and Asurgarh in Bhawanipatna subdivision are 

some of the well known picnic spots in the district.      A large number of 

students and other people go to these places for sightseeing and picnic. 

Hotels and restaurants are also places for social gathering and 

amusements. At Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Junagarh, Dharamgrh and 

Jaipatna there are some good hotels and restaurants. 
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From recreational, religious or commercial point of view, the other 

important places in the district are Belkhandi, Asurgarh, Bhawanipatna, 

Khaligarh, Ampani, Talagud, Kesinga, and Junagarh. 

Impact of the Abolition of Zamindari system on Social Life 

There were eighteen garbs in the ex-State of Kalahandi which at 

different times constituted separate Zamindaris those were bestowed on 

members of the royal family. In 1949, when the present district of Kalahandi 

was formed comprising the ex-State of Kalahandi, the Khariar ex-Zamindari 

(the present subdivision of Nawapara) was added to it. But it was 

subsequently separated and a separate district was formed in 1993. In these 

ex-State and ex Zamindari areas there were also estate holders who were 

known by different names, viz., Zamindar, Khorposhdar and Gauntia. 

Commensurate with the feudal order various service tenures were also in 

vogue which kept such tenure holders in a state of semi slavery. With the 

merger of the ex-State with the province of Odisha on the first day of 

January, 1948, and subsequent abolition of all intermediaries, this age old 

feudal system came to an end. Thus direct contact between the Government 

and the tenants was established. The abolition of the intermediary system 

has brought a rational system of land revenue collection and the cultivators 

are now assured of their right over the land they cultivate. This is a vital 

change in the socio-economic life of the people of the district in general. The 

traditional leadership of the society usually came from the Rajas and the 

Zamindars, but under changed circumstances they have lost their old status. 

With the spread of education and intellectual awakening, leadership is 

gradually passing into the hands of the common man. The tribal population 

is also getting accustomed to the modern ways of life.  
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CHAPTER-IV 

AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 

Agricultural History 

The economy of Kalahandi is largely based on agriculture. The 

undivided Kalahandi district (present Kalahandi and Nuapada district) was 

infamous for drought, child selling, malnutrition and starvation deaths. The 

social activists referred to it as 'Kalahandi Syndrome‘. In regular intervals 

there was frequent drought and famine situations, particularly during 1965-

66 and late 80s the region experienced severe famine-like conditions. 

However, in the present Kalahandi district, there is reasonably a good 

production of different crops particularly paddy, pulses, oil seeds, cotton and 

millets depending on monsoon. In the absence of flow irrigation, farmers 

were adopting traditional water bodies like Kata, Munda and Bundh. in 

different locations, both for irrigation and for day-to-day use. Incidentally 

during the Great Bengal famine Kalahandi was able to supply 1,00,000 tons 

of paddy from its surplus for the survival of  the distressed famine affected 

people. 

Kalahandi is having rich heritage in farm sector. From Neolithic period, 

the tradition has come down to the current stage. Shifting cultivation or Podu 

Chas (also called Dongar Chas, Kudki Chas or Kudu Chas) was widely 

practiced by the tribal farmers in the hilly areas of the district. According to a 

survey of Watershed Department, 29 GPs under Lanjigarh, Th.Rampur and 

M.Rampur Blocks are most affected by Podu cultivation. The vegetation on 

the hilltops and slopes are cut during the months of January and February 

and are left there to dry. Towards the end of April or the beginning of May 

the trees are burnt and the ash is spread over the land. On the approach of 

rains, the patch of land is ploughed if the slope is moderate, or worked by 

manual labor with the help of spades if the slope is steeper. Various crops, 

often in mixed pattern, are grown on the fields so prepared. Maize, Jower, 

different types of pulses, oilseed and minor millets are generally grown in the 

fields. The fertility of the piece of virgin land so reclaimed lasts for about two 

to three years after which its cultivation is given up and the farmer shifts to a 

fresh patch and repeats the process. Though the method of cultivation 

adopted is scientific in nature, depletion of valuable forest wealth occurs 

affecting environmental conditions. After independence, Government have 

taken up many schemes like allotment of land for horticulture and plantation 

of fruit bearing trees to dissuade  tribal people from practicing shifting   

cultivation. 
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Kalahandi is proud of different traditional varieties of paddy and other 

crops. With the introduction of HYV (High Yielding Variety) and hybrid 

varieties, many of the traditional varieties have disappeared. A survey has 

revealed that 134 varieties of non-scented and 64 varieties of scented rice 

have been identified in the district in 2013-14. Although many varieties have 

faced extinction over the period of time, cultivation of the scented varieties 

are still in practice in a limited scale. Few of the popular varieties of scented 

rice are Tulasikanthi, Kalkati, Tulsibas, Laxmibilas, Kalajira, Jira Manji, 

Jagannath, Balabhadra, Kala Krushna, Baigan Manji, Laxmibhog, 

Mohanbhog, Lal parijat, Maharaja, Jabakusum, Parvatjira, Banchabhog, 

Yuvraj, Karpurjira, Jaigopal, Gopalbhog, Ganeshbhog, Kalachampa, 

Thakurbhog, Sitabhog, Kalia, Bas Tulsi, Mitimiti, Pruthiraj, etc.  Similarly 

many non-scented varieties of paddy cultivable in short and long duration 

are still in practice. Some of these are Setka, Saria, Pora dhan, Dasara 

mathia (short duration), Asamchudi, Harishankar, Mahipal, Galei, Puagi, 

Sapuri (long duration) to name a few. Most of these varieties are pest, 

disease resistant and drought tolerant. Varieties like Cherguda, Harishankar 

are good for value addition in the shape of preparation of Chuda, Mudhi etc.  

With the special effort of Agriculture department 91 scented and non-

scented varieties of paddy have been short-listed and the samples have 

been sent to State Seed Testing Laboratory, Bhubaneswar for evaluation 

and registration. Out of these, 55 varieties have been registered in 2014-15 

against the name of concern growers of the varieties. Besides Paddy, many 

types of crops of local varieties like Jhari , Kodo, Gurji, Kang, Khosla, Ragi,  

Jowar (minor millets), Maize (millet), Mung, Biri, Kandul ,Kulthi, Lentil, 

Khesari, Kating, Jhudung, (pulses) Linseed, Nizer, sunflower, Mustard (oil 

seeds), Sugarcane, Tobacco, Mesta (commercial crop), etc. are  grown  in 

the district in the past and are still in practice at present. A variety of rice 

called 'Paser Dhan' (Paser Paddy) grows in water automatically. This rice is 

used for preparation of pressed rice (Chuda). Both the items have a very 

sweet taste. Since two decades, cotton cultivation in the black cotton soil 

has come up immensely from 5000 ha in 1996 to 42000 ha. in 2014 

The Arkabahali Agriculture Farm covering 200 ha is set up in 1946 at 

the outskirts of Bhawanipatna town to augment agriculture. This area is 

getting irrigation from Ashasagar (MIP), which is a water body (kata) over 

ghodaghat stream. This was established in 19
th
 century during the rule of 

28
th
 Maharaja Udit Pratab Deo. He named it after his last and 4th Queen 

Asha Kumari Devi, who was the only daughter of the last king of Sambalpur, 

―Narayan Sai‖. Now in a portion of this farm the seed processing plant of 

Agriculture department, Regional Research and Technology Transfer Station 

(RRTTS, 1984), Krishi Vigyan Kendra (1991), and the Kalahandi Agriculture 

College (2009) are established. 
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Irrigation Projects 

Major Irrigation Project 

The idea of Indravati project was conceived during the period of 

erstwhile princely state of Kalahandi. During 1944-46 the preliminary survey 

of Indravati Project was conducted by the state engineering department. 

After Independence the Prime Minister, Sri Moraji Desai laid the foundation 

stone of the project in 1978 and it took about 20 years to start irrigation. 

Since then the project has changed the landscape of southern Kalahandi, 

leading to two crops a year. The major beneficiaries of the project till 2015 

are Kalampur, Jaipatna, Dharamgarh, Junagarh and Golamunda Blocks. 

The Right canal extension work and the Left canal construction of the project 

are in progress and on completion it will benefit Bhawanipatna and 

Golamunda Blocks through right canal and the Left canal will benefit mostly 

Koksara Block. Indravati project has boosted the highest number of rice 

mills in Kalahandi among all the districts in Odisha. It may be noted that 

during pre-Indravati period the irrigation potential of the district was 93400 

ha during Kharif and 16624 ha. during Rabi but after construction of the  

project  the irrigation potential of the district   has increased many fold i.e. to 

145305 ha. in Kharif and 105632 ha. in Rabi. As per report of Agriculture 

Department the paddy coverage in Kharif has increased from 1,84,736 ha. in 

the year 1994 to 1,90,000 ha in 2014.  Similarly in Rabi from 1034 ha. in 

1994 to 65409 ha in 2014. Likewise the productivity of paddy has increased 

from 12 qtl./ha to 42.2 qtl./ha during Kharif andfrom 15 qtl./ha. to 42 qtl./ha.in  

Rabi during this period.   

Indravati river has originated under a mango tree in Mardiguda of 

Thuamul Rampur Block. Few kilometers to downstream, it has turned in to a 

gigantic river. A mighty dam and a power project have been constructed 

over this river. The water released from the Power House is carried through 

a tailrace of 900 meters long and finally picked up by the Mangalpur Barrage 

on the River Hati to irrigate 1,28,000 hectares through Left and Right Canal. 

Under Accelerated Irrigation benefit programme extension of Left and Right 

canals are in progress to create additional ayacut of 10,224 hectare beyond 

Tel river and 15,260 hectares beyond Sagada river respectively. Apart from 

it, under Mega Lift Irrigation Scheme Lift Canal System to irrigate 26,248 

hectares in Koksara and Dharamgarh Blocks work is in progress. 

Medium Irrigation Projects Uttei 

Kalahandi District is having one Medium Irrigation project across the river 

Uttei which is a major tributary of river Tel. The Project is a Diversion 

scheme constructed near village Ambagaon in M.Rampur Block of 

Kalahandi District. The project started in 1972 and was completed in 1976 at 

a cost of Rs.2.00 crore. It is providing Irrigation since 1977. The total 



125 
 

certified area for Khariff Irrigation is 9626 Ha (9306 ha in Kalahandi district 

and 320 ha in Bolangir district). The canal system of Utei Irrigation Project 

has been renovated and modernized under the Orissa Water Resources 

Consolidation Project (OWRCP) scheme. The project has 19 numbers of 

Pani Panchayats.  

The Ret Medium Irrigation Project 

 It was started in 1999 at a cost of Rs.86.14 crore. The project has 

remained incomplete despite the cost being revised thrice. The latest 

estimated cost stands at Rs. 433.37 crore. Irigation potentional to be created 

by this project is 8500 Ha. in Khariff and 2250 Ha. in Rabi. The project has 

potential to transform the agricultural economy in the proposed command 

area. Although the main canals have been completed, the spillways have 

been held up because of delay of the design approval. The design is 

required to be modified and fresh change in design would require fresh 

tender for the work. The opening foundation work done so far is found 

defective by the Engineer-Geologist from Kolkata. After finalization of 

general arrangement drawing, model study will be carried out by the 

Hydraulic Research Station, Hirakud. Thereafterthe ‗execution drawing‘ 

would be finalized. The delay in execution of spillway and change in the 

position of diversion channel has also caused delay in the earthen dam on 

the right side. With the current attitude towards the project, there is no 

possibility of its completion in the next two years. In that case, further cost 

escalation and loss of opportunities are inevitable. 

Minor Irrigation Projects 

Till 2015, there are 172 MIPs with ayacut of 23382 Ha during Kharif 

and 4796 Ha during Rabi. The Division has taken action for construction of 

Check-dams in a massive scale and has completed 681 Check Dams during 

the year of 2014, which created ayacut of about 10,003 Ha for incidental 

irrigation, domestic purposes and recharge of ground water across various 

Nallas and rivers. 

Due to increase in the assured irrigation from the Upper Indravati 

Irrigation Project, the farmers have adopted cultivation of more high yielding 

/ hybrid varieties instead of local cultivators. As per the survey report about 

60% increase in high yielding paddy adoption is found.  Farmers have also 

accepted different HYV / Hybrids of paddy as a result of which there is a 

demand for paddy seeds through Agriculture Department. The SRR (%) has 

also increased from 4.6 to 64.15. Recently the coverage under oil seeds like 

Sunflower, groundnut etc. has been found in the ayacut area of Indravati 

resulting in overall increase of oilseeds production and productivity. 

Introduction of hybrid maize cultivation in the district has become possible 

through RKVY (Rastriya Krushi Vikash Yojana) in an area of more than 

10,000 ha. due to irrigation from the UIIP(Upper Indravati Irrigation project).   
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The indirect benefit of the irrigation of UIIP has been noticed in the 

consumption of NPK to boost the production, adoption of power tiller and 

tractor in the ayacut area of UIIP for better crop production. Drop irrigation is 

now encouraged and a special drive is being made for this by the 

Government of India.  

Soil 

The district has five different types of soil broadly classified as (i) Red 

soil (ii) Black soil (iii) Mixed red and black soil (iv) Alluvial soil (v) Mixed Red 

and yellow soil. The Red soil which is deficient in Phosphorous and nitrogen 

is found all over the district. In Bhawanipatna and Dharmagarh occurrence of 

Black soil is common which is rich in Potassium and Nitrogen but poor in 

Phosphorous. The soil on the river banks of Tel, Udanti, Uttei and Sagada is 

alluvial. The fertility of soil in Dharamgarh and Jaipatna areas is high. The 

soil is mostly acidic to neutral in reaction with medium level of Nitrogen (N), 

Phosphorous (P) and Potash (K) [Table-IV-3]. It has been found that 

Karlamunda Block has the largest area (20%) covered with alluvial soils and 

M. Rampur Block has the lowest (2.5%) area covered with alluvial soil. 

Golmunda, Bhawanipatna and Koksara Blocks have large areas of black 

soil. Black soil is comparatively more productive and good for cultivation of 

cotton. The nutrient index (NI) means the uptakes of nutrients by the soil. It 

is seen from the table that the C (N) intake is low and the P and K intake is 

medium.  

The soil fertility map is shown in Fig-2. It can be seen that the Red soil 

exists at all elevation whereas the Black soil occurs at medium elevation 

(Table IV-1). 

Table-IV-1 Agro- Ecological situation in various Blocks 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Agro climatic situation of Kalahandi Block covered 

01 Red soil, medium rain fall, medium 
elevation   

Golamunda 

02 Red soil, high rain fall, medium elevation  Dharamgarh, M.Rampur, Jaipatna 
03 Red soil, high rain fall, high elevation  Th.Rampur, Lanjigarh, M.Rampur, 

Koksara  
04 Red and yellow soil, high rain fall, medium 

elevation  
Narla, Kalampur, Junagarh, M.Rampur, 
Koksara, Jaipatna, Bhawanipatna  

05 Black soil, medium rain fall, medium 
elevation  

Golamunda, Karlamunda 

06 Black soil, high rain fall, medium elevation  Koksara, Kesinga, Dharamgarh, 
Junagarh  

07 Alluvial  Dharamgarh, Karlamunda  
08 Forest soil  M.Rampur, Th.Rampur, Koksara 
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                             Figure-IV-1Distribution of major soil types  
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Table-IV-2 Block-wise distribution of soil type (%) 

 
Block Alluvial Soil Black soil Red Soil Red and 

Yellow Soil 
Red and 

Black Soil 
Bhawanipatna 16.0 32.0 16.0 36.0 NA 
Kesinga 8.0 14.0 31.0 26.0 21.0 
Th. Rampur NA NA 98.0 2.0 NA 
Narla 7.0 NA 21.0 61.0 11.0 
M.Rampur 2.5 NA 53.0 42.0 2.5 
Karlamunda 3.0 NA 75.0 22.0 35.0 
Langigarh 20 NA 20.0 25.0 35.0 
Dharmagarh 10 10.0 37.5 32.5 30.0 
Junagarh 5 5.0 23.0 37.0 NA 
jaipatna NA 32.0 23.0 31.0 14.0 
Koksara NA NA 68.0 32.0 NA 
Kalampur NA NA 24.0 76.0 NA 
Golamunda 15 35.0 12.0 12.0 28.0 
Average 6.60 9.60 38.53 34.19 10.26 

Source : Macro and micro nutrient status of soils of Odisha, OUAT, DA and FP, Odisha. NA-not 

available 

Nature and Types of soil fertility 

 

Table-IV-3 Percentage of Soil in different pH and nutrient index 

 
District pH ,  %of land Nutrient Index (NI) 

Kalahandi Acid 

<7 

Neutral 

>7 

Alkaline 

>7 

Org 

C(N) 

Av.P Av.K 

36 52 12 1.35 1.88 2.00 

 

NB NI less than 1.5-Low,1.5-2.5- medium and >2.5 is high 

 

Source: Macro and micro nutrient status of soils of Odisha, OUAT, DA and FP, 

Odisha 

 

Table-IV-4 Block-wise distribution of nutrients in % 

 
Block Organic 

C 
N P K Soil  reaction 

Acidic Neutral Alkaline 
Bhawanipatna Low Low Low High <25 >50 25-50 
Kesinga Medium Medium Medium High 25-50 >50 <25 
Th. rampur Low Low Low Medium <25 >50 <25 
Narla Medium Medium Low Medium <25 >50 <25\ 
M.rampur Low Low Low High <25 >50 <25 
Karlamunda Low Low Low Medium <25 >50 <25 
Langigarh Medium Medium Medium Medium <25 25-50 25-50 
Dharmagarh Low Low Low High <25 >25 <25 
Junagarh Low Low Low High 25-50 >50 <25 
jaipatna Low Low Low High <25 >50 <25 
Koksara Low Low Low High <25 >50 <25 
Kalampur Medium Medium Low High <25 >50 <25 
Golamunda Low Low Low Medium <25 >50 <25 

 

Source District Portal, Kalahandi 
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                                             Fig-IV-2Soil fertility map 

 The quality of soil before the use of chemical fertilizer and after the 

use has not been properly studied. Soil health cards have not been made 

available to the farmers. A new scheme to prepare soil health cards is 

proposed to be operative. 
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Soil Erosion and Soil Conservation 

The soil moisture regime is dry and temperature regime is Hypothermic 

and the predominant soil type is coarse loamy. Only the black soils have fine 

loamy texture which is highly erodible. The overall water storage capacity of 

the soil is below 200mm, per meter of soil depth. The organic matter content 

is very poor and soil physical condition is bad with a hard crust and massive 

structure because of washing away of top soil. Land degradation is wide 

spread both horizontally and vertically because of deforestation, shifting 

cultivation, exploitation of resources, mismanagement and abuse of land 

resources, gully cutting, bank cutting, sand casting, mining quarries arbitrary 

ditches and trenches by ‗ gem‘ explorers in the district. The cultivated upland 

which constitutes more than 50% of the net sown area is without any 

mechanism against soil and almost bare of plants and trees. Almost 65% of 

the area is having moderate to severe erosion and productivity is already 

downgraded. As per satellite imagery and survey report, the district has only 

0.44% of the surface area under water bodies. The forest area, as per forest 

survey is only 23.5% of the total geographical area and in that too 50% is 

open forest having less than 40% crown density. 

Drought is a recurring phenomenon in the district because of erratic 

rainfall. Departure from normal rainfall with a deficiency of more than 25% 

caused the present drought condition. The agricultural drought occurred 

when soil moisture and rainfall were inadequate during the growing season 

to support healthy crop growth to maturity and caused crop stress. The 

average rainfall of the district of Kalahandi is 1377.3mm and the irrigation 

provision hardly takes care of 15% of the cultivation area. 

Soil and Water Conservation 

Planning and Model Implementation, Watersheds Approach 

A comprehensive prospect planning approach and a holistic 

development of watershed could transform the situations as remedial 

measure from the point of view of soil and water management, for which 804 

numbers of watersheds have been taken up in the district under different 

schemes like NWDPRA, DPAP, IWMP, IWDP, RADP, RLTAP, IWDP, EAS, 

WORLP and OTELP to achieve the following objectives: to prevent silt and 

gully erosion, control of silt inflow to reservoirs, to store and divert extra 

water at site for irrigation, to prevent flood and damage, to utilize land water 

resources according to its capability, to increase productivity of Agriculture 

land and employment opportunity to non-agriculture laborers throughout the 

year and to minimize adverse affect of drought 

The total number of watersheds identified in the district is 1307 out of 

which 804 was taken up by the office of the Project Director, Watershed, 

Kalahandi. The project works of 572 are over and at present 232 numbers of 

watershed projects are ongoing. In a rough estimate about 1 to 1.5 tons of 
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top soil is being lost from the upland in the district per centimeter of rainfall 

received and this loss can be reduced approximately to 30-33% by the way 

of taking proper soil conservation management practices. The various 

measures were undertaken by this department since inception from 1962 to 

2015 for conserving soil and water, recharging of ground water as well as to 

increase the productivity and to mitigate the drought situation. There are 

presently 1309 numbers of water harvesting structures, percolation tank 440 

nos, farm pond 1272, run off storage structures 874, loose boulder structure 

3223, drop spillway 81, community tank 175, gully control structure 2143, 

stream bank erosion control 25 kms, gabion structure161, earthen check 

dam 1680, masonry check dam 968, staggered trench 1363, nallah bunding 

structure 77, land development 5117ha, field bunding 1930ha and stone 

bunding 246 ha. 

Land Utilization Pattern in the District 

The total area of Kalahandi is 792K.ha (1K= 1000) , out of which 391K 

ha are cultivable land (49%), 314K.ha (39%) Forest area, 8K,ha (0.01%) 

Misc. Tree and Grooves, 23K.ha (0.03%), Permanent Pasture 21K.ha 

(0.026%) and Cultivable Waste and 35K.ha (0.044%) land put to non 

agricultural use. Out of this area only 183K.ha (47%) are paddy cultivation 

area. That is to say that only 23% of available land is under paddy 

cultivation. Out of the total area of the district 107,889 ha of land are irrigated 

for Kharif and 6,1521ha. for Rabi crops. The cultivated lands of the district 

are classified as bahal, berrna, mal, att and bhatta. Bahal lands are low lying 

area and were most fertile and productive before irrigation. Due to 

permanent irrigation there is water logging in this type of land. Bahal non- 

irrigated lands are used for cultivation of paddy and thereafter for cultivation 

of pulses like mung, biri, masur, kulthi, etc. Bhatta lands are used for 

growing cereals like horse gram, til, mustard and gurji. The district can be 

divided into two physiographic regions, the plane lands and the hilly tracts 

(Table IV-5and 6). The plains which are found throughout the district 

covering about 50% of the total area are intersected here and there by hill 

ranges, isolated peaks and running streams. The area under Dharmagarh 

and Jayapatna tahsils are the important plain tracts, highly fertile and 

constitute the best cultivated lands of the district. Hills in the district rise 

precipitously from the plains and are covered with dense forests.  

There is substantial increase of marginal farmers, small farmers and 

total numbers of farmers from 1984 to 2014, whereas the number of big 

farmers (possessing one full ceiling of land) has decreased during this 

period. The number of marginal farmers is 64751 in 2014 as against 35917 

in 1984, the number of small farmers is 42516 and 28657 and the number of 

big farmers is 54820 and 63534 respectively. Thus the total numbers of 

farmers has reached 162087 in 2014 as against 128108 in 1984. 
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Table-IV-6 Alternative Land use during 1994 and 2014 

 

Sl. No. 
 1994 2014 

Crop Area in ha Area in ha. 

1 Paddy 184,736 190,000.0 

2 Maize 8,862 19,545.0 

3 Millets 17,082 2,539 

4 Pulses 95,432 83,341 

5 Oilseeds 41,589 16,268 

6 Vegetable 19,052 29,702 

7 Cotton 1,358 44,677 

8 Fiber 1,631 734 

9 Spices  2,227 2,531 

10 Sugarcane 2,996 2,017 

 Total 374,965 391,354 

 

The total cultivable land of the district is 392,000.0 ha. and cultivated 

land is 383721 ha in 2014. From the above figure it is observed that there is 

increase in cultivated area of Maize (Hybrid, ~2times) and Cotton (Hybrid,- 

40 times). The vegetable cultivated area has also increased during last two 

decades. The increased area of the above crops is replacing the cultivable 

area of Millets, Pulses and Oilseeds. The total cultivable area of 2014 

includes the inter crop area.  An area of 19,628 ha is under cultivation of 

different fruit crops in the district. There are about 62 varieties of local and 

high breed cented rice were cultivated in an area of about 500 ha during 

1994, which is reduced to about 100 ha during 2014-15.  This is due to low 

yield of the crop and also due to lack of marketing facilities.                  

Cropping Pattern and Crop Rotation  

Paddy is the main crop which alone accounts for 60% of gross cropped 

area of this district. Other crops are wheat, bajra, jowar, cotton, maize, ragi 

and pulses. Rice is the staple food of the people. Major maize growing areas 

are Thuamal Rampur, Karlamunda, Lanjigarh, Madanpur Rampur, Narla and 

Jaipatna. Ragi is cultivated mainly during kharif season. Jowar is cultivated 

mainly in hilly slopes by the tribal people. Til is grown on high lands (bhata) 

both in Rabi and Kharif seasons. Sugarcane is cultivated in a limited scale in 

the irrigated pockets, on river banks and in homestead lands. Thus about 29 

and about 27 varieties varities of crop are grown in Khariff and in Rabi 

respectively.  
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The cropping pattern indicates that paddy, cotton, oilseeds, pulses and 

vegetables are the main crops. The gross cropped area of the district is 

642,249 ha., in both the seasons and the net sown area is 391,354 ha. in 

2014, the cropping intensity has reached 167%. 

To popularize the system of rice intensification during 2014, 14700 

acres have been covered through paddy demonstration under state plan, 

BGREI and farmers own source during Kharif 2014. Further during Rabi 

2014-15, SRI method of paddy cultivation is taken through different 

organization in an area of 12,500 acres. There is a systematic attempt for 

crop diversification from paddy to non paddy cash crops. Kalahandi is 

leading in the state in Seed replacement ratio. In between 1994 and 2014 

the Paddy seed replacement ratio has gone up from 1.71% to 64.15%. The 

average fertilizer use of the district in 1994 was 14-21 kg/ha (Kharif) and 

4.91 kg/ha (Rabi) whereas in 2014 it is 60.3kg/ha (Kharif) and 55.4 kg/ha 

(Rabi). The Government of India has taken up the crop rotation as 

mentioned in Table-IV-8. 

Table-IV-8 Cropping Pattern and Rotation 

 

Sl. 
No. 

Situation Cropping pattern and crop 
rotation 

Remark 

1 High Land Paddy – Kulthi and other pulses Rain fed  

2 High Land (Th.Rampur and 
Lanjigarh Block) 

Maize- Mustard Rain fed 

3 Medium Land Paddy – Pulses Rain fed 

4 Low Land Paddy – Pulses Rain fed 

5 High Land Vegetable- Maize, Paddy -
Vegetable 

Irrigated 

6 Medium Land Paddy – Paddy-Pulses Irrigated 

7 Low Land Paddy – Paddy Irrigated 

8 Low Land Paddy – Onion Irrigated  
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Table IV-9 Nature of Crops, Production and Productivity 

Sl

. 

N

o 

Name of 

crop 

2012 2013 2014 

Area in 

ha. 

Productivi

ty in Qtl./ 

ha. 

Productio

n in MT 

Area 

in ha. 

Productivi

ty in Qtl./ 

ha. 

Productio

n in MT 

Area 

in ha. 

Productivi

ty in Qtl./ 

ha. 

Productio

n in MT 

1 

Paddy 

(Local) 2152 10.25 2,206 1282 10.3 1320 1172 10.40 1219 

2 

Paddy 

(HYV) 

18783

3 39.35 739,116 

18871

8 38.6 728,280 

18882

8 42.20 796781 

  Total Paddy 

189,98

5 39.02 741321 

19000

0 38.4 729,600 

19000

0 42.00 798000 

3 

Maize 

(local) 

    

1,384 24 3322 922 24 2213 960 25.00 2400 

4 

Maize 

(HYV) 

  

16,781 41.32 69338 18750 42.8 80311 18585 42.88 79689 

  Total Maize 

  

18,165 40 72660 19672 41.95 82524 19545 42.00 82089 

5 

Jowar-

Local 

         

63 8.6 54 8 8.61 7 20 8.61 17 

6 Jowar-HYV 

           

5 22.20 11 20 10.1 20 21 10.0 21 

  Total Jowar 

         

68 9.6 65 28 9.65 27 41 9.65 40 

7 Ragi 

    

2,664 12.5 3330 2670 13.44 3588 2015 13.45 2710 

8 Bajra 

         

63 7 44 14 7.1 10 11 7.10 8 

9 

Small 

millets 

       

576 6.2 357 463 6.23 288 472 6.23 294 

  Total Millets 21536 35.50 76457 22847 37.8 86438 22084 38.6 85141 

  

Total 

cereals 

21152

1 38.66 817778 

21284

7 38.3 816038 

21208

4 41.6 883141 

10 Arhar 18771 11.77 22093 19236 11.8 22698 19300 12.00 23160 

11 Mung 21423 7.1 14996 20982 7.15 15002 20899 7.20 15047 

12 Biri 34549 6.6 22457 35784 6.65 23796 35980 6.65 23927 

13 

Other 

pulses 7698 5.6 4234 7159 5.65 4045 7162 5.65 4047 

  

Total 

pulses 82441 7.74 63780 83161 7.9 65542 83341 7.9 66181 

 Total Foodgrain 

29396

2 29.99 881558 

29600

8 29.8 881580 

29542

5 32.1 949321 

14 G.Nut 4500 19.2 8775 4525 19.25 8711 5181 19.59 10150 

15 Sesamum 3185 4.75 1513 3255 4.75 1546 3163 4.75 1502 

16 Castor 1393 9.1 1268 1444 9.1 1314 1424 9.1 1296 

17 Nizer 6035 7.58 4575 5490 7.6 4172 6500 9.5 6175 

18 Sunflower 16 12 19 1268 13 1648 0 0.00 0 

 Total Oilseeds 15129 10.66 16130 15982 10.9 17392 16268 11.8 19123 

19 Mesta 656 8.5 558 752 8.52 641 418 8.52 356 

20 Sunhemp 667 6.5 434 719 6.51 468 316 6.51 206 

21 Cotton 42813 12.71 54415 43056 12.15 52313 44677 10.93 48832 

  Total fibres 44136 12.55 55406 44527 12.0 53422 45411 10.9 49394 

22 S.Potato 456 100.5 4606 490 101 4949 451 101 4555 

23 

O.Vegetabl

es 26357 170 448069 26138 176 460029 29251 176 514818 

 Total Vegetables 26813 168.83 452675 26628 174.6 464978 29702 174.9 519373 

24 Chilly 2177 18 3919 2334 18.1 4225 2239 18.1 4053 

25 Ginger 134 57 764 161 57.5 926 109 57.5 627 

26 Termeric 233 60 1398 518 60.4 3129 183 60.4 1105 

  

Total 

Spices 2544 23.90 6080 3013 27.5 8279 2531 22.9 5785 

  Grand Total 

40365

2 34.98 1411850 

40765

6 35.0 1425650 

41113

0 37.5 1542995 

 

Mixed Cropping 

The achievement under mixed cropping (ha.) during 2013 and 2014, 

Kharif is given in table IV-10. 
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Table-IV-10 Area, Production and Productivity of Different Crops during 

Rabi 2012-13 and 2013-14 

 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
Crops 

Rabi 2012-13 Rabi 2013-14 

Area 
inha. 

Production 
in MT 

Productivity 
in qtls/ha. 

Area in 
ha. 

Production 
in MT 

Productivity 
in qtls/ha. 

1 Paddy 61380 245520 40 65409 299115 45.73 

2 Wheat 2375 3444 14.5 2474 3587 14.5 

3 Maize 1087 5652 52 1176 6174 52.5 

Total Cereals 64842 254616 39.27 69059 308877 44.73 

4 B.gram 12676 10648 8.4 14087 11833 8.4 

5 Mung 44877 29170 6.5 46915 30495 6.5 

6 Biri 15046 9780 6.5 18682 12143 6.5 

7 Kulthi 17394 7305 4.2 19626 8439 4.3 

8 Cowpea 756 597 7.9 1001 801 8 

9 Lentil 2408 1156 4.8 2467 1209 4.9 

10 Field pea 2627 2036 7.75 3198 2478 7.75 

11 Khesari 510 306 6 711 427 6 

12 Other Pulses 9224 5165 5.6 10863 6083 5.6 

 Total pulses 105518 66164 6.27 117550 73908 6.29 

13 G.nut 9602 18820 19.6 10516 20717 19.7 

14 Til 422 204 4.83 766 372 4.85 

15 Caster 1378 1261 9.15 2084 1917 9.2 

17 Mustard 11546 6235 5.4 11880 6415 5.4 

16 Linseed 2172 1173 5.4 2405 1311 5.45 

18 Safflower 246 170 6.9 645 445 6.9 

19 Sunflower 2957 4317 14.6 4365 6395 14.65 

Total oilseeds 28323 32179 11.36 32661 37571 11.50 

20 Potato 387 6405 165.5 434 7204 166 

21 S.Potato 667 6637 99.5 865 8650 100 

22 Onion 4607 71409 155 5198 81609 157 

23 Other Veg. 21720 397476 183 25084 464054 185 

 Total Veg. 27381 481926 176.01 31581 561517 177.80 

24 Chilly 1377 2527 18.35 1467 2696 18.38 

25 Corriender 1200 498 4.15 1407 591 4.2 

26 Garlic 1085 5230 48.2 1497 7245 48.4 

Total spices 3662 8254 22.54 4371 10533 24.10 

27 Tobacco 100 36 3.6 0 0 0 

28 
Sugarcane 
(Gur) 1824 16963 93 2017 19162 95 

 Grand Total 231650 860139 37.13 257239 1011567 39.32 
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Table-IV-11Achievement under mixed cropping (ha.) during 2013 and 

2014, Kharif 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the crop 2013 2014 
Achievement Target Achievement 

1 Paddy+Arhar 2187 2584 2585 
2 Arhar+Mung/Biri 942 972 975 
3 Groundnut+Arhar 1349 1167 1167 
4 Cotton+Arhar 10496 15360 15387 
5 Paddy+Biri/Mung 22 28 28 
6 Cotton+Biri 113 125 129 
7 Maize+Arhar 581 709 709 
8 Arhar+Ragi/Jowar 71 194 194 
9 Fruits+Pulses 3231 2002 1808 
10 Fruits+Spices 354 410 303 
11 Fruits+Tuber crops 75 180 124 
12 Fruits+Vegetables 4514 4000 4000 
 Total 23935 27731 27409 

System of Rice Intensification (SRI) 

To popularize the system of rice intensification during 2014, 14700 

acres has been covered through paddy demonstration under state plan, 

BGREI and farmers own source during Kharif 2014. Further during Rabi 

2014-15, SRI method of paddy cultivation is taken through different 

organization in an area of 12,500 acres. The performance of the standing 

crop was excellent. The achievement for Kharif 2014 and Rabi 2014-15 is as 

given in Table IV-12. 

Table-IV-12 Achievement for Kharif 2014 and Rabi 2014-15 

 
Sl. No. Agency 2014kharif 2014-15 Rabi 
1 By Deptt. 4500 500 
2 By NGO and others 10200 12000 
 Total 14700 12500 

 

Diversification of Cropping Pattern- Achievement under 

diversification of different remunerative crop normal from high land paddy 

has been made during Kharif 2013 and 2014 is as given in Table IV-13. 

Table-IV-13 Achievement under diversification of different 

remunerative crop (2013 and 14) 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the crop 2013 2014 
Achievement Target Achievement 

1 Cotton  6174 6620 6283 
2 Maize 2200 2945 2164 
3 Arhar 2778 2945 2802 
4 Biri/Mung 250 185 273 
5 Ground nut/Til 550 500 2551 
6 Fruit crops 685 281 272 
7 Tuber crops 52 54 32 
8 Vegetables 130 133 548 

 Total 12819 13663 12925 
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Seed Replacement Rate (SRR) 

 

The detail of SRR from 1994 to 2014 is given in Table IV-14. 

 
Table-IV-14 Seed replacement rate(SRR) in rice (Khariff) 

 
Sl.No. Year Quantity (Qtl.) SRR (%) 

1 1994 2373 1.71 

2 1995 3590 2.57 

3 1996 5249 3.81 

4 1997 9105 6.31 

5 1998 14339 10.7 

6 1999 15598 11.4 

7 2000 6086.8 4.4 

8 2001 14582 13.0 

9 2002 5991 5.8 

10 2003 - 8.9 

11 2004 - 7 

12 2005 - 10 

13 2006 13870 14.56 

14 2007 18006 19.02 

15 2008 25057 27.49 

16 2009 46059 54.37 

17 2010 40647 51.22 

18 2011 48411 43.2 

19 2012 53217.3 50.11 

20 2013 56351.26 65 

21 2014 67621.4 64.15 

 

Crop Diseases, Control Mechanism and Crop Protection  

The major crops grown can be categorized as cereals (paddy, maize, 

Wheat etc), pulses (arhar, green gram, black gram etc), vegetables (brinjal, 

tomato, okra, cabbage, cauliflower, cucurbits, chilli etc.), fibre crops (cotton), 

Fruit crops (mango, banana, papaya, citrus etc.) and oilseed crops 

(sunflower, mustard, etc). These crops are grown under various climatic 

situations which can be broadly grouped as rainfed and irrigated. Under the 

frequently changing climatic conditions and vagaries of monsoon the crops 

are under tremendous pressure due to uneven distribution of rainfall, long 

dry spell, flash flood, extreme temperature, hailstorm, etc. These conditions 

severely affect the crop at various crop growth stages during different 

growing seasons. The crop becomes susceptible to number of insect pests 

and diseases which in turn affect the production and productivity. The 

farmers put a lot of effort to reduce the loss caused by the insect pest and 

disease menace to get sustainable yield. They follow the recommended 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) measures and advice to minimize the 

pest incidence provided by extension personnel from department of 
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agriculture and scientists of College of Agriculture and KVK. The farmers 

also get help from experts available with ITDA, DRDA and different NGOs. 

In Kharif season the crop is mainly affected by insect pests like stem 

borers, gall midge, leaf folder, case worm, Brown Planthopper (BPH), Green 

leaf hopper (GLH), Swarming caterpillar, Gundhi bug etc. Yellow Stem borer, 

gall midge, BPH, Gundhi bug infests the crop regularly. These insect pests 

have been properly managed by adoption of recommended plant protection 

(IPM) measures like deep summer ploughing, using recommended High 

Yielding Varieties, seed rate (20 kg/acre), proper spacing (15 cm X 10 cm), 

Application of FYM, green manures, bio-fertilizers inorganic fertilizer @ 

321616 kg NPK/acre, Granular insecticide viz. Fipronil/ Cartap 

hydrochloride/ Carbofuran @ 800- 1000 g per 10 decimal Nursery bed 

applied 2 weeks after sowing and during tillering stage, the affected crop is 

sprayed with Triazophos/ Chloropyriphos/ Monocrotophos/ Endosulfan @ 2 

ml per litre water, ITK methods like ―Karada‖ (Cleistanthus collinus) leaves or 

twigs have also been used to check the population of gall midge, case worm 

etc. 

Swarming caterpillar is a sporadic pest which is observed in every 5-6 

years and cause extensive loss when it affects late tillering and panicle 

initiation stage. During 2005-06, 2009-10 it was observed in Koksara, 

Kalampur, Junagarh, Jaipatna, Dharamgarh, Kesinga and Bhawanipatna 

Blocks at early tillering stages of crop growth. The pest was controlled by 

spraying Chloropyriphos or Endosulphan or Cypermethrin group of 

insecticides as per the recommendation of experts. Insects in the grain filling 

stage like Gundhi bug was controlled by application of Carbaryl @ 0.6 

kg/acre or DDVP @ 200 ml/acre or malathion @ 400 ml/acre. 

The important paddy diseases like Blast, Brown spot, sheath blight, 

bacterial leaf blight, etc. have been controlled by following different methods 

like seed treatment with Thiram or Carbendazim @ 3 g/kg of seed, by 

spraying Triclyclazole (0.6 gm/litre) or Hexaconazole (1ml/lit) or 

Carbendazim at 1.5 gm/litre or Propiconazole (1ml/lit), Validamycin (@ 2 

ml/litre at tillering stage and panicle emergence stage. 

Maize stem borer, Maize aphid and head borer (Helicoverpa armigera) 

are few major insect pests affecting the crop during early vegetative stage 

and cob development stage. These insects are effectively controlled by 

application of granular insecticides like Phorate 10G @ 8 kg or Carbofuran 

3G @12 kg or Fipronil 0.3 G @ 7 kg in the leaf whorls 3 weeks after 

sowing  or by spraying Triazophos or Profenophos  or Chlorpyriphos @ 400 

ml/acre. The diseases like Leaf blight, Charcoal rot and Banded leaf and 

sheath blight have been controlled by seed treatment with Captan / Thiram 

@ 4 g/kg and   Spraying Mancozeb @ 2.5 g/litre water or carbendazim @ 

1.5 g/ propiconazole @ 1 ml / litre water. Arhar, green gram, black gram and 
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other pulses are mostly attacked by pod borers (gram pod borer, spotted 

pod borer, spiny pod borer, pod fly etc), whitefly, aphid, pod bug which are 

controlled by spraying insecticides Profenophos or Triazophos @ 2 ml/litre 

water. Similarly the diseases fungal wilt, sterility mosaic, bacterial leaf blight, 

powdery mildew etc are managed by application of Carbendazim @1.5 

g/litre, Dicofol @ 2.5 ml/litre, Streptocyclin @ 1g/10 litre and sulphur @ 2.5 

g/litre of  water.  

Vegetables (Brinjal, Tomato, Okra, Cabbage , Cauliflower, Cucurbits, 

chilli etc.) pose threat from insect pests like brinjal shoot and fruit borer, 

hadda / spotted beetle, brinjal leafhopper, tomato fruit borer, serpentine leaf 

miner, whitefly, thrips, chillithrips, different mites (muranai mite/broad 

mite/yellow mite etc), diamond back moth (DBM) and leaf webber in cole 

crops. Fruit borers, DBM and leaf webbers  are controlled by application of 

Cartap hydrochloride 50 WP @ 1 kg, Thiodicarb @ 725 g or Flubendiamide 

20 WG @ 375 g or Indoxacarb @ 500 ml or Chlorantraniliprole @ 150 ml/ha 

with 500 litre water/ha. Sucking insects like whitefly, leaf hoppers, thrips are 

controlled by Imidacloprid @ 125 ml or Thiamethoxam @ 125 g/ha and 

mites are controlled by spraying with Dicofol @ 1.5 litre or Phosalone 35 EC 

1.5 L / ha mixing with 500 litres of water. The diseases like damping off and 

rotting in nursery bed and are managed by seed treatment with 

Carbendazim @ 3g/kg seed and soil drenching with 1.5g/litre of water along 

with Streptocyclin @ 1g/10 litre water. Fungal wilt, Bacterial wilt in brinjal and 

tomato managed by soil drenching with Carbendazim @1.5g/litre of water 

along with Streptocyclin @ 1g/10 litre water. YMV in okra controlled by 

checking whitefly population with Imidacloprid or Thiamethoxam or 

Acetamiprid @ 150-200g/ha. Late blight and Early blight in potato and 

tomato, Black rot in cabbage and cauliflower, downy mildew, alternaria leaf 

spot, powdery mildew etc are managed by application of Mancozeb @ 1.25 

kg or Metalaxy+Mancozeb 1.25 kg or Copper oxychloride 1.5 kg or 

Carbendazim@ 750g per ha. 

Cotton is one of the important commercial fibre crops, which is affected 

by a number of insect pest and diseases. Bollworms viz., American 

bollworm, spotted bollworm, pink bollworm and sucking pests‘ viz. jassids, 

aphids, thrips cause innumerable loss to the yield. These insects were 

controlled by insecticides like Profenophos 50 EC 1.0 lit/ha; or Quinalphos 

25 EC 1.0 lit/ha; or Chlorpyriphos 20 EC @ 1 lit/ha or Trizophos 40 EC @ 

1.5 lit/ha or Indoxacarb 14.5 SC @ 250 ml/ha or Spinosad 45 SC @ 200 

ml/ha bollworms. After cultivation Bt hybrids since 2005 bollworm population 

were managed but sucking pests required to spray with Imidacloprid, 

Thiamethoxam, Acephate, Acetamiprid, Methyl demeton. Mealy bug posed a 

threat to cotton crop. Similarly diseases like bacterial blight/ black arm/ 

angular leaf spot, wilt, grey mildew etc are controlled by spraying with 

Carbendazim and Streptocyclin.  
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Mango hoppers, stem borer, fruit fly, mango mealy bug, mango leaf 

webber and red ants are effectively managed by spraying with Dimethoate 

or moncrotophos or methyl demeton 3.0-4.0 litre in 1500 – 2000 litre of water 

per ha or acephate 75 SP @ 2 g/litre or Buprofezin 2ml/litre of water or 

Imidacloprid 4ml/ 15 litre water or Lambda Cyhalothrin @1.0ml/ litre of water. 

Powdery mildew, anthracnose, etc. diseases in mango are controlled by 

application of Tridemorph @1 ml Calixin or Dinocap @ 1 ml or Karathane 

1ml / litre of water. Banana rhizome weevil, pseudostem borer etc are 

controlled by application of granular insecticide Carbofuran 3G 20 g/plant or 

Phorate 10 G @ 10 g/plant in soil and pseudostem. Banana aphids 

controlled by systemic insecticides like Acetamiprid or Thiamethoxam @ 100 

g/ha or Methyl demetonor Dimethoate @ 1 litre/ha or Profenophos @ 1 

litre/ha to check spread of bunchy top disease in banana. Fungal wilt 

(Panama disease), sigatoka leaf spot diseases controlled by spraying with 

Thiophanate methyl 1 g/l, or Metalaxyl+ Mancozeb @ 2.5 g/litre water and 

planting of virus free suckers/tissue culture plant materials. 

Groundnut aphids, leaf hopper, thrips and leaf miner are controlled by 

application of systemic insecticides like Imidacloprid or Acetamiprid or 

Thiamethoxam @ 100 g/ha. Red hairy caterpillar and tobacco caterpillar in 

groundnut, sunflower are managed by spraying Triazophos or Quinolphos or 

Chlorpyriphos @ 1 litre/ha. Sunflower Capitulum borer is controlled by 

application of Triazophos or Quinolphos or Chlorpyriphos @ 1 litre/ha. 

Mustard aphids checked by application of neem pesticides.  

Besides these, the farmers adopt several ITK to manage crop pests as 

well as stored grain pests. Use of dried neem leaves, ash, begonia leaves 

etc. are common in stored products. Use of cow urine and fresh cow dung 

solution to control diseases like BLB in paddy are also commonly practiced 

by farmers. The harmful effects of chemical pesticide and other 

agrochemicals used in various crops have now become obvious and need 

not to be emphasized again. Integrated disease pest management (IDPM) is 

the solution to these environment issues related to agriculture and health 

hazards to human beings and animals. It is a sustainable approach to 

manage diseases and pests and therefore preferred over chemical control of 

disease pests in view of environmental and health hazards associated with 

the large-scale use of inorganic agrochemicals. Crop-based IDPM packages 

giving more emphasis on cultural practices like maintaining clean cultivation, 

removal of diseased and pest-attacked plant parts, summer ploughing to 

expose the eggs of insect pests and pathogen propagules to natural 

enemies and sun heat, soil solarization in nurseries, application of biocontrol 

agent formulations and seed treatment etc. Severe incidences of paddy 

blast, Bacterial Lea Blight, sheath blight, false smut and sheath rot are being 

observed in Kalahandi for past few years; therefore the disease problems 

need to be tackled strategically. 
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Manures and Fertilizer, Agriculture Technology and Productivity 

The increasing trend of fertilizer utilization, adoption of new technology 

both in Kharif and Rabi has been observed resulting in increasing trend of 

crop productivity during last seven years in the district. The productivity of 

major crops during last seven years is given in Table-IV-15. 

Table-IV-15 Productivity of Major Crops 
Crop Season Productivity in Qtl./ ha. 

Year 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

Paddy  Kharif 38.40 39.02 14.83 32.20 25.60 23.96 23.00 

Paddy Rabi 45.73 45.00 30.24 38.43 38.26 32.46 25.02 

Maize Kharif 41.95 40.00 38.10 38.00 25.02 16.40 15.10 

Maize Rabi 52.5 49.70 49.50 39.50 14.53 15.52 15.50 

Cotton Kharif 12.00 11.56 11.08 16.02 8.93 10.67 9.81 

Pulses Kharif 7.90 7.74 7.16 7.14 6.74 6.53 6.45 

Pulses Rabi 6.29 6.27 3.97 6.40 6.56 6.50 6.47 

Oilseeds Kharif 10.90 10.66 10.17 9.04 8.46 7.51 7.47 

Oilseeds Rabi 11.50 11.36 10.66 10.78 10.15 10.01 10.39 

Vegetable Kharif 174.60 168.83 164.01 160.66 158.58 154.86 153.05 

 Rabi 177.80 176.01 169.59 173.10 155.48 153.93 149.71 

 

Five major suppliers of fertilizers are NFCL, IPL, PPL, IFFCO and CIL  

 

Fertilizer Consumption-The details of fertilizer consumption for 

both Rabi and Kharif from 1994 to2014 is given in Table IV-16 ,17 and 18. 

Table-IV-16 Nutrient wise consumption in MT 

Nutrient 
Consumption in MT 

Kharif 2012 Rabi 2012-13 
Target Achv. Target Achv. 

N 18096.8 14580.0 7755.64 7891.8 
P 11023.9 5688.26 4543.08 5111.65 
K   5827.2 1552.15 2997.5 2074.82 
TOTAL 34947.9 21820.41 15296.22 15078.27 
Kg./Ha. 91.08 56.86 65.89 65.09 

Nutrient 
Consumption in MT 
Kharif 2013 Rabi 2013-14 
Target Achv. Target Achv. 

N 18670 14167 6706.6 6029 
P 8836 5865.4 3509.2 3420 
K 4192 2067.8 2237 1810 
TOTAL 31698 22100.2 12452.8 11259 
Kg./Ha. 82.61 57.59 65.42 59 

Nutrient 
Consumption in MT 
Kharif 2014 Rabi 2014-15 
Target Achv. Target Achv. 

N 16987 15401 8071.04 8754.45 
P 5069 5080.8 3571.6 3962.43 
K 2440 2666.9 1911 1615.64 
TOTAL 24496 23148.7 13553.64 14332.52 
Kg./ha. 64 60.33 52.03 55.44 
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Table-IV- 17- Fertilizer wise Consumption in MT 

Sl.No. Name of fertilizer Consumption in MT 

2013 2014 

1 Urea 23101.15 27210.75 

2 A/S 0 0 

3 Ssp 0 0 

4 Mop 3341 4033.05 

5 Dap 7923.35 6637 

6 102626 76.2 105.75 

7 28280 360 0 

8 143514 310 1530.4 

9 161616 0 33.5 

10 151515 0 0 

11 123216 0 0 

12 20200013 9797.95 7296.4 

13 Dap lite 14.8 0 

 Total 44923.45 46846.85 

 

Table-IV-18 Block-wise achievement of Compost, Green manuring, 

Azolla and BGA for 2014 

 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of Block Compost 

production in 

MT 

Green 

manuring in 

ha. 

Azolla in kg BGA in 

kg. 

1 Bhawanipatna 56000 850 52 42 

2 Kesinga 50000 830 52 42 

3 Th.Rampur 14200 175 27 22 

4 Narla 40250 400 52 22 

5 M.Rampur 32500 400 52 22 

6 Karlamunda 20150 360 52 22 

7 Lanjigarh 24300 300 27 22 

8 Dharmagarh 22000 400 22 26 

9 Koksara 20500 296 16 17 

10 Golamunda 17700 279 12 16 

11 Junagarh 24000 293 22 32 

12 Jaipatna 22000 302 25 27 

13 Kalampur 14000 280 22 26 

 G.Total 357600 5165 433 338 
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Role of Women in Agriculture 

Women have been playing a key role in all sorts of agricultural field 

activities and post harvest operations. About 70% of the farm families 

depend on Agriculture in the district, the female farmers have been given 

importance in execution of all types of schematic programmes by the 

Agriculture Department. The women were engaged in various operations of 

agriculture in the past. Their active participation in agriculture has intensified 

during last few decades. They are taking up more of agricultural tasks such 

as land preparation, sowing, harvesting and post harvesting operations. 

Women were employed in labour intensive task and were generally paid 

lower wages than men. As per the instruction of Government of India, 33% 

from each category i.e., Normal, TASP and SCP, the women farmer has 

been considered as beneficiary to get the assistance under the CP/CSP and 

other schemes. The training program for women is exclusively made under 

the farm women training (Non-Plan) for up gradation of the skill and 

knowledge. Under ATMA the women farmers have been selected for training 

on processing and value addition of Agricultural produces at Berhampur .Out 

of the women farmers trained some of them have already started the value 

added products out of the Agricultural commodities like Rice, Pulses, Oil 

seeds, etc. and sold to the consumers directly in the open market. Further 

due importance has been given to participate at least 30% beneficiaries as 

women farmers/farm women in different activities of ATMA. Thirty 

percentage of the farmer representative in the GB has been reserved for 

women farmers to ensure their full participatory representation. 

Major activities performed by Women in Agricultural Sector are Grain 

storage, seed storage after thorough sun-drying operation; transplanting of 

paddy; weeding operation; harvesting operation ;  post-harvest operation ; 

processing and value addition of agricultural produces; marketing of 

agricultural produces; animal care; goat and poultry rearing  and collection of 

non-timber forest produces, etc. 

Agrarian Economic Perspective 

The Economic condition of large no of farmers (Marginal farmers, small 

farmers, medium farmers, big farmers) in general is poor. Their Economic 

stability to invest in Agriculture is very low due to the reason that the number 

of small farmer and marginal farmer constitute about 83 % of the total 

farming population. The knowledge of Agricultural management practices 

equipped with commercial cultivation of different crops in general is low 

which results in low agricultural net income out of existing production 

system. No specific information on economic survey is available. 
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Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kalahandi, is a First Line Transfer of Technology 

Project sanctioned by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research to operate 

under Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology, Bhubaneswar in 

pursuance to the Council‘s Office Order No. 5(9) 92-KVK, (AE-II) dt. 

27.08.1993. This Kendra started functioning from 13.02.1994 in the Western 

Undulating Zone of Odisha with its headquarters at Bhawanipatna, with a 

prime aim to enhance the agricultural production of Kalahandi district with 

help of the mandatory activities like On Farm Trials, Front Line 

Demonstrations, Vocational Trainings for farmers, In-service Trainings, 

different Extension Activities, Seed and Seedling productions and making 

KVK information hub. 

Mandate of the KVK 

a. On Farm Testing to identify the location specific technology in 

various farming system. 

b. Front Line Demonstration to establish production potentials of the 

technologies on the farmer‘s fields. 

c. Training of farmers and farmwomen to update their knowledge and 

skills in modern agriculture technologies and training extension 

personal to orient them in the frontier areas of technology 

development. 

d. Work as resource and knowledge centre of agricultural technology 

for supporting initiatives of public, private and voluntary sector for 

improving the agricultural economy of the district. 

e. Create awareness about frontier technologies through large number 

of extension activities like farmers Fair, Field Day, strategic 

campaign and ex-trainees Meet etc.  

f. Production of quality seeds and planting materials to make it easily 

available to the farmers. 

Achievements of the KVK 

The achievements of KVK in terms of training, beneficiaries, from 

line demonstration, farm testing etc. are given in Tables IV- 19 to 22. 
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Table-IV-19 Number of Trainings, beneficiaries, youth training and 

extensions 

Sl. 
No. 

Year Farmers training Rural youth Extension 
functionaries 

No. Beneficiary No. Beneficiary No Beneficiary 
1 1994-95 49 1673 07 42 7 133 
2 1995-96 41 1007 05 35 14 362 
3 1996-97 44 1324 06 40 10 273 
4 1997-98 46 1019 07 35 26 628 
5 1998-99 40 934 10 100 11 263 
6 1999-00 23 627 06 105 10 225 
7 2000-01 15 357 05 95 14 183 
8 2001-02 25 540 04 78 06 126 
9 2002-03 22 704 05 103 09 211 
10 2003-04 29 1107 08 126 09 236 
11 2004-05 25 675 05 95 06 150 
12 2005-06 37 988 11 253 12 270 
13 2006-07 13 305 06 130 06 150 
14 2007-08 66 1650 06 140 04 95 
15 2008-09 53 1325 06 150 03 75 
16 2009-10 53 1325 07 105 06 60 
17 2010-11 63 1575 12 180 14 140 
18 2011-12 60 1500 10 150 12 120 
19 2012-13 54 13501 09 135 12 120 
20 2013-14 68 1700 12 180 15 150 
21 2014-15 57 1425 11 165 10 100 

 

Table-IV-20  On Farm Testing (OFT) and Front Line Demonstration 

(FLD) 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Year On Farm Testing 
(OFT) 

FLD(general) FLD (Oil seed and 
pulses) 

No. Beneficiary No. Beneficiary No Beneficiary 
1 1994-95 3 30 09 75 - - 
2 1995-96 2 13 11 87 1 7 
3 1996-97 3 15 8 122 2 23 
4 1997-98 4 40 11 137 2 20 
5 1998-99 6 59 9 96 2 20 
6 1999-00 7 78 10 103 5 100 
7 2000-01 5 45 9 90 9 148 
8 2001-02 4 35 7 72 7 84 
9 2002-03 6 68 10 127 3 56 
10 2003-04 8 80 10 128 3 76 
11 2004-05 8 80 13 140 3 34 
12 2005-06 10 147 21 344 2 24 
13 2006-07 8 76 16 224 2 24 
14 2007-08 4 30 5 75 2 24 
15 2008-09 7 35 15 162 2 24 
16 2009-10 12 130 13 125 2 26 
17 2010-11 16 120 20 90 6 27 
18 2011-12 15 110 17 145 5 43 
19 2012-13 15 109 16 106 05 43 
20 2013-14 16 208 16 90 03 45 
21 2014-15 20 229 18 152 03 47 
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Table-IV-21 Kisan Mobile Advisory Service (KMAS) 
Year No of Messages No of Farmers Benefitted 

2011-12 88 442 

2012-13 34 500 

2013-14 85 1026 

2014-15 140 1026 

 

Table-IV-22 Different activities of KVK since 2010 

2014-15 

Activity 

No. of 

activities 

(Achieved) 

Detail of Participants 

Farmers 

(Others) 

SC/ST 

(Farmers) 

Extension 

Officials 

 M F M F M F 

Field Day 03 78 - 42 - 35 18 

Kisan Mela 01 275 136 211 78 47 35 

Kisan Ghosthi 05 52 - 73 - - - 

Exhibition 04 275 136 211 78 47 35 

Film Show 08 107 31 142 90 32 18 

Method Demonstrations 18 87 35 99 19 14 12 

Farmers Seminar - - - - - - - 

Workshop 2 28 - 22 - 17 15 

Group meetings - - - - - - - 

Lectures delivered as resource 

persons 
24 185 96 149 65 16 08 

Newspaper coverage 10 - - - - - - 

Radio talks  11 - - - - - - 

TV talks  14 - - - - - - 

Popular articles 06 - - - - - - 

Extension Literature 3 - - - - - - 

Farm advisory Services - - - - - - - 

Scientific visit to farmers field 143 462 105 404 130 - - 

Farmers visit to KVK 302 87 26 125 64 - - 

Diagnostic visits - - - - - - - 

Exposure visits - - - - - - - 

Ex-trainees Sammelan - - - - - - - 

Soil health Camp 1 27 - 23 - 7 5 

Animal Health Camp 1 14 05 30 02 8 4 

Agri mobile clinic - - - - - - - 

Soil test campaigns - - - - - - - 

Farm Science Club conveners 

meet 
2 43 8 49 - 21 12 

Self Help Group conveners 

meetings 
2 - 32 - 28 5 9 

Mahila Mandals conveners 

meetings 
2 - 32 - 28 5 9 

Celebration of important days 

(World environment day) 
6 87 21 125 38 16 08 
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2013-14 

Activity 

No. of 

activities 

(Achieved) 

Detail of Participants 

Farmers 

(Others) 

SC/ST 

(Farmers) 

Extension 

Officials 

M F M F M F 

Field Day 6 108 12 86 10 12 20 

Kisan Mela 1 157 59 187 47 12 38 

Kisan Ghosthi -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Exhibition 4 250 59 241 100 52 30 

Film Show 10 231 57 149 63 20 10 

Method Demonstrations 10 48 - 37 - 12 8 

Farmers Seminar -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Workshop 1 5 15 9 21 8 5 

Group meetings 4 35 5 32 8 8 4 

Lectures delivered as resource 

persons 
22 280 50 250 80 15 7 

Newspaper coverage 9 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Radio talks  4 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

TV talks  8 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Popular articles 4 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Extension Literature 10 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Farm advisory Services -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Scientific visit to farmers field 122 281 98 339 120 -- -- 

Farmers visit to KVK 453 180 58 152 63 -- -- 

Diagnostic visits 30 124 24 96 32 40 15 

Exposure visits -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Ex-trainees Sammelan 2 24 8 12 6 8 4 

Soil health Camp 2 56 -- 44 -- 6 4 

Animal Health Camp 1 20 -- 22 8 4 2 

Agri mobile clinic -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Soil test campaigns -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Farm Science Club conveners 

meet 
1 11 -- 9 -- 3 2 

Self Help Group conveners 

meetings 
2 -- 22 -- 18 4 4 

Mahila Mandals conveners 

meetings 
1 -- 11 -- 9 2 2 

Celebration of important days 

(World environment day) 
5 95 22 105 28 15 10 
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2012-13 

Activity 

No. of 

activities 

(Achieved) 

Detail of Participants 

Farmers 

(Others) 

SC/ST 

(Farmers) 

Extension 

Officials 

M F M F M F 

Field Day 08 125 20 95 10 32 10 

Kisan Mela 01 355 85 285 25 75 35 

Farmers fair -       

Kisan Ghosthi -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Exhibition 03 320 115 490 75 20 10 

Film Show 15 150 80 210 60 35 10 

Method Demonstrations 16 35 05 45 10 25 10 

Farmers-Scientist Interaction 02 42 11 39 08 25 10 

Workshop -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Group meetings -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Lectures delivered as resource 

persons 

24 215 
50 240 35 14 10 

Newspaper coverage 08 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Radio talks  12 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

TV talks  08 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Popular articles 11 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Extension Literature 10 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Farm advisory Services        

Scientist visit to farmers field 143 325 124 398 53 89 54 

Farmers visit to KVK 417 157 53 133 34   

Diagnostic visits 30 124 24 96 42 42 18 

Exposure visits -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Ex-trainees Sammelan 02 18 08 15 09   

Soil health Camp 02 56 - 44 - 08 04 

Animal Health Camp 01 42 8 39 06 06 02 

Agri mobile clinic -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Soil test campaigns -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Farm Science Club conveners 

meet 
2 18 - 22 - 6 4 

Self Help Group conveners 

meetings 
03 -- 25 -- 13 5 6 

Mahila Mandals conveners 

meetings 
03 - 25 - 13 5 6 

Celebration of important days 05 96 35 90 29 20 10 
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2011-12 

Activity 

No. of 
activities 

(Achieved) 

Detail of Participants 

Farmers 
(Others) 

SC/ST 
(Farmers) 

Extension 
Officials 

M F M F M F 

Field Day - - - - - - - 

Kisan Mela - - - - - - - 

Farmers fair - - - - - - - 

Kisan Ghosthi 4 35 8 12 5   

Exhibition        

Film Show 16 80 30 60 25 18  

Method Demonstrations 12 35 18 55 12 12 2 

Farmers-Scientist Interaction 1 28 4 15 3 15 4 

Workshop        

Group meetings        

Lectures delivered as resource 
persons 

17 125 
49 120 29   

Newspaper coverage 4 - - - - - - 

Radio talks  8 - - - - -  

TV talks  - - - - - - - 

Popular articles - - -- - - -  

Extension Literature - - - - - - - 

Farm advisory Services - - - - - - - 

Scientific visit to farmers field 70 213 56 155 35   

Farmers visit to KVK 320 157 53 133 37   

Diagnostic visits 6 45 15 39 11 12 3 

Exposure visits - - - - - - - 

Ex-trainees Sammelan - - - - - - - 

Soil health Camp 1 12 - 13 - 4 2 

Animal Health Camp 1 22 8 12 4 5  

Agri mobile clinic 2 23 6 17 4 6 2 

Soil test campaigns        

Farm Science Club conveners 
meet 

1 8 - 7 - 2 - 

Self Help Group conveners 
meetings 

1 - 6 - 4 4 1 

Mahila Mandals conveners 
meetings 

1 - 7 - 3 4 1 

Celebration of important days 2 42 16 33 9 3 1 
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2010-11 

Activity 

No. of 

activities 

(Achieved) 

Detail of Participants 

Farmers 

(Others) 

SC/ST 

(Farmers) 

Extension 

Officials 

M F M F M F 

Field Day 8 49 31 219 101 56 16 

Kisan Mela - - - - - - - 

Farmers fair 1 32 12 46 10 15 3 

Kisan Ghosthi - - - - - - - 

Exhibition 1 16 14 13 7 5 2 

Film Show 23 125 98 289 118 115 46 

Method Demonstrations 20 81 26 53 32 85 40 

Farmers Seminar 1 20 6 13 4 5 2 

Workshop - - - - - - - 

Group meetings 7 74 36 85 47 35 14 

Lectures delivered as 

resource persons 

30 185 
125 262 308 18 12 

Newspaper coverage 3 - - - - - - 

Radio talks  22 - - - - - - 

TV talks  10 - - - - - - 

Popular articles 4 226 368 625 314 288 179 

Extension Literature 19 - - - - - - 

Farm advisory Services 2 2 - 1 - - - 

Scientific visit to farmers field 632 758 620 885 756 1896 1100 

Farmers visit to KVK 499 205 52 199 43 1350 690 

Diagnostic visits 38 148 56 150 85 152 60 

Exposure visits 5 14 07 12 2 20 8 

Ex-trainees Sammelan 7 48 16 39 26 35 12 

Soil health Camp 10 155 80 198 67 48 20 

Animal Health Camp 2 85 35 89 31 12 4 

Agri mobile clinic 1 11 1 10 2 6 2 

Soil test campaigns 4 32 09 59 2 18 8 

Farm Science Club 

conveners meet 
3 09 4 14 3 17 6 

Self Help Group conveners 

meetings 
2 09 - 15 02 11 4 

Mahila Mandals conveners 

meetings 
1 05 - 08 - 7 2 

Celebration of important days 5 52 26 82 15 25 10 

 

Processing and Storage 

Kalahandi district is one of the major paddy procuring districts in the 

state. About 500 lakh qtl of paddy is being procured from the farmers of this 

District every year through the state procuring Agencies like OSCSC Ltd, 

TDCC. The paddy is being milled through the Rice Millers. There are as 

many as 78 Rice Millers in this District. The Rice is being stored in the FCI, 

OSWC, RRC-DSC godown of this district, the storage capacity of all godown 

is about 900000 qtl.(Table IV-23) The resultant rice from the paddy of 
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50.00,000 qtl. of paddy comes to 34,00,000 qtl. The yearly consumption of 

rice towards Public Distribution System of the District comes to 

80,000X12=9,60,000 qtl. The requirement of PDS is being met out of the 

own procured rice and rest 2440000 qtl. is being dispatched/ supplied to 

other Districts and States as per their requirement. 

Table-IV-23 Information on Seed Processing and their Storage Capacity 

of Different Agencies 

Particulars Crop OSSC  OUAT KAB(P)S  

(Private Company) 

Amulya Seeds 

(Private 

Company) 

Processed 

seeds  

(in qtls) 

 Kharif 

2014 

Rabi 

2014-

15 

Kharif 

2014 

Rabi 

2014-

15 

Kharif-

14 

Rabi  

2014-15 

Kharif 

2014 

Rabi  

2014-

15 

Paddy 21000 9000 645.0 0 17188.0 11680.0 6200.0 4594.0 

Groundnut 0 0 0 0 456.0 0 0 0 

Storage capacity 

 (in sq.ft.) 

 

10000 (OSSC 

godown) 

27000 (Hired 

godown) 

1000 35000 20000 

Agriculture Credit 

Three types of loans are provided to the farmer of Kalahandi to meet 

their financial requirement. 

1. Short term loan. 

2. Medium term loan. 

3. Long term loan. 

Short term loans are provided for a period of less than15 months to 

meet out expenses routine of farming and domestic consumption. This type 

of loan is demanded by the farmers for purchasing seeds fertilizer and for 

meeting out family requirement. 

Medium term loans are provided for period of 15 months to 5 years to 

purchase agricultural equipment, animals and for land improvement. 

Long term loans are provided for period of more than 5 years. This type 

of loans is taken by farmer to purchase land expensive agricultural 

equipment and for repayments of old loan.Kalahandi farmers acquire above 

type of loans from two sources 

a. Non–institution sources- money lenders, landlords, big 

businessman, microfinance etc. 

b. Institutional sources- Commercial Banks, RRB, BCCB and Co-

operative Banks. 
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Policy on agricultural credit aims at progressive institutionalization 

credit agencies for providing credit to farmers for raising agricultural 

production and productivity. Agricultural credit is disbursed through a 

multiagency network consisting of Co-operative Bank, Commercial Bank, 

RRB, and BCCB (Table IV-24). 

Table-IV-24 Agricultural credit disbursed through banks 

Sl. 

No. 

Agency No. of 

Branches 

Total Advance to Agriculture Sector 

2013-14 2013-14 

Amount in 

Crores 

% 

? 

Amount in 

Crores 

% 

1 Commercial 

Bank 

62 361.86 56.09 326.85 40.22 

2 Pvt.Bank 3 19.55 3.03 28.99 3.57 

3 RRB(UGB) 41 131.63 20.40 299.6 36.86 

4 BCCB 13 132.06 20.48 157.24 19.35 

 TOTAL 119 645.1 100 812.68 100 

The advance to Agriculture in Kalahandi district has increased from Rs. 

645.1 Crores in 2013-14 to Rs. 812.68 Crores in 2014-15 due to the popular 

―Interest Subvention Scheme‖ on Agriculture Term loan. The above Table 

reflects that commercial bank plays the vital role in advancing the credit to 

Agriculture in Kalahandi district. The farmers also are given the scope for 

crop insurance. This scheme is undergoing a change for the benefit of the 

farmers. There is great potential in the districts for diary, pisciculture and 

poultry farming. Specific thrust is required under farm mechanization, 

plantation, cash crop cultivation and horticulture where performance must be 

improved. 

Agricultural credit is an important input for improving agricultural 

production and productivity and mitigating farmer distress in the district of 

Kalahandi. 

Paddy Procurement Automation System (P-PAS) is operative by which 

the registration of farmers and procurement of paddy is computerized. The 

information is available in the internet. The value of the sale of paddy is e-

transferred to the account of the farmer in the declared bank.  

Agriculture Implements and Mechanization 

Mechanization has been well received in Kalahandi as one of the 

important elements of modernization of agriculture. It is also evident that 

farm power input has to be increased further to achieve higher food grains 

production, the composition of farm power from different sources to be 

properly balanced to meet its timely requirements for various farm 

operations. Mechanization of cultivation of various crops has also shown a 
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steady increase over the years as the power availability on the farm 

increased. The availability of farm power is 1.8 kW/ha which is quite less 

than the average farm power availability in India (2.02 kW/ha). Productivity 

and unit power availability is associated linearly. Power is needed on the 

farm for operating different tools, implements and during various farm 

operations. Mobile power is used for doing different field jobs, while the 

stationary power is used for lifting water and operating irrigation equipment; 

operating threshers, shellers /decorticators, cleaners, graders and for other 

post harvest operations. The mobile farm power comes from human, 

draught; animals, power tillers, tractors and self- propelled machines; 

whereas the stationary power is obtained from oil engines (diesel, petrol and 

kerosene) and electric motors. The draught animal power and human 

muscle power still remain major power sources for agriculture in the district. 

Mechanization is being introduced through various sponsored schemes and 

it is taking place gradually. There is a trend to opt for self-propelled and 

small power operated equipment and power tillers by the farmers. The 

government has carried out many popular programs under work plan on 

Agriculture under Macro Management Scheme. The equipment to be 

popularized under Agricultural Mechanization Work Plan of the State 

Government are tractors, power tillers, tractor operated Rotavator, self 

propelled reapers, power operated equipment for horticulture, bullock drawn/ 

manually operated implements. The Status of Agricultural mechanization is 

given in Table IV-25. 

Table-IV-25 Mechanization during last ten years (2006-15) 

Year 
Type of 

Crop 
Type of Agril Operation 

Type of 
Implement 

Used by the 
Farmer 

Source of 
Power 

Nos. of 
Implements 

available with 
Farmer 

2006-
2015 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
2006-

Paddy 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 Paddy  

Field preparation(Dry) 
  

Tractor Engine 
Power 

3200 

Cultivator Tractor 
drawn 

3200 

Rotavator. Tractor 
drawn 

470 

Field 
preparation(Puddling) 
  
  
  

Puddler (IADP) Animal 
Drawn 

200 

Tractor with 
cultivator or 
cage whele 

Tractor  

Power tiller Engine 
Power 

7500 

Disc Harrow Tractor 
Operated 

35 

Transplanting Paddy 
Transplanter 

Engine 
Power 

180 

Nursery raising (for 
mechanical 
transplanting) 

Mechanical 
Nursery raising 
machine 
  

Manual 
operated 
  

10 
 

Sowing Seed drill Tractor 
Operated 

45 

Sprouted Seed sowing Drum Seeder Manual 
operated 

1800 

Weeding Operation Mandava Animal 19000 
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2015 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

Weeder Drawn 
Cone Weeder Animal 

Drawn 
2200 

Power SRI 
Weeder 

Engine 
Power 

70 

Spraying and Dusting 
  

Sprayer Manual 1800 
Power Sprayer Power 

operated 
2000 

Fertilizer Application Manual Manual 0 
Harvesting (Reaping) Reaper Engine 

Power 
480 

Combine 
Harvester 
 

 95 

Threshingand 
winnowing 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Tractor 
Threading 

Engine 
Power 

 

Power tiller 
Threading 

Engine 
Power 

 

Axial flow 
Thresher 

Tractor 
Operated 

700 

Axial flow 
Thresher 

Power tiller 
Operated 

150 

Hand winnower Manual 14000 
Power 
Thresher cum 
fan type 
winnower 

Electric 
Motor Power 

120 

Power 
Thresher cum 
fan type 
winnower 

Oil Engine 
Power 

25 

Grading andCleaning Grader cum 
Cleaner 

Electric 
Motor Power 

62 

Pulses 
  
  
  
  
  

Field preparation(Dry) 
  
  

Tractor Engine 
Power 

 

R otavator. Tractor 
Power 

 

Power tiller Engine 
Power 

 

Sowing 
  

Seed drill Tractor 
Power 

 

Axial flow 
Thresher  (multi 
crop) 

Power tiller 
Operated 

 

Cotton 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Field preparation(Dry) 
  
  
  

Tractor Engine 
Power 

 

Rotavator Tractor 
Power 

 

Power tiller Engine 
Power 

 

MB Plough Tractor 
Power 

45 

Earth ridging 
  
  

Earth ridger Animal 
Drawn 

6500 

Ridger Tractor 
Power 

12 

Ridger Power tiller 
Operated 

4 

Harvesting Cotton Picker Battery 
power 
operated 

60 

Other crop Weeding and soil 
pulversing 

Mini Weeder Engine 
Power 

6 

Post 
Harvest 
Operation 
  

Pulses Dal mill Electric 
Motor Power 

7 

Paddy Rubber Shaller Electric 
Motor Power 

5 

Other 
Implement 
are used by 
farmers are 

  
  

Rake Weeder Manual 400 
Trench Hoe Manual 800 
Garden Rake Mannual 600 
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Irrigation 
Equipment 
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Low Lift Hand 
Pump 

Mannual 60 

Krusak Bandhu 
Hand Pump 

Mannual 120 

Diesel Pump 
Set 

Engine 
Power 

16000 

Power input for 
cultivation 

  1.8kw per Hect 

 

Digitization in Agriculture 

e-Kapas network project - e- Kapas was started during   the financial 

year 2014-15 by TMC Project, OUAT, Bhawanipatna with the following 

objectives.   

a. To identify cotton growers as beneficiary of e- Kapas network project in 

major cotton growing districts with their mobile numbers and create a 

data base  

b. To develop content of Kapas Panchang, Kapas Pedia, Weather, Market 

and production technologies  

c. To collect recent FAQs from Kisan Call Centres to develop advisories / 

alerts in local languages (Table IV-26. 

d. To issue regular SMS and Voice Mail alerts to the registered growers  

e. To offer capacity building to the stakeholders  such as Subject Matter 

Specialists(Cotton) , Other Agriculture Officers of the State Department 

of Agriculture and officials of NGOs  to sustain and upscale the e-Kapas 

network. 

Table-IV-26 Summary on e-Kapas Network Project during 2014-15 

 
Sl. No Name of the Center Year 

2013-14 2014-15 

1 TMC Project, OUAT, Bhawanipatna 43 52 

2 No. of  FAQs collected 1450 7938 

3 No. of farmers enrolled Nil 24 

4 No. of voice messages Nil 24 

5 No. of voice message uploaded/sent to farmers  Nil 24 

6 No. of voice message send successfully  Nil Nil 

7 List of  Publication  Nil 60% 

8 Overall success Percent   

 

Horticulture 

Horticulture is redefined as the science of growing and management of 

fruits, vegetables including tubers, ornamental, aromatic and medicinal 

crops, spices, plantation Crops and their processing, value addition and 

marketing. Horticulture has established its credibility in improving income 

through increased productivity generating employment and enhancing export 
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besides providing household nutrition security. It is also one of the means to 

convert a farmer from BPL to APL. The soil is basically acidic in nature. The 

physiographic climate is highly suitable for horticultural crops.  

The fruit crop coverage in the district is 19827 ha out of which Mango 

10930 ha, Guava 2217 ha, Citrus 2875 ha, Banana 995 h., Papaya 570 ha 

and other fruits 2240 ha. Besides that 36253 ha is covered under vegetables 

and spices. State Horticulture mission aims at an integrated development of 

Horticulture in the District with providing post-harvest infrastructure and 

market linkage. The National Horticulture Mission (NHM) programme has 

been implemented in this district since 2005-06 and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 

Yojana has been launched since 2007-08. Other schemes like national 

mission on micro-irrigation, national mission on medicinal plant, MGNREGS 

are in vogue. The main aim and objective of all schemes is to uplift the 

economy condition of the farmer and divert the cropping pattern through 

adoption of modern techniques among the farmers in the cultivation of 

different fruits, vegetables and their post harvest management. Accordingly 

plantation of different fruit crops like Mango, Guava, Pomegranate, Banana 

(Tissue Culture), Papaya have been taken up in mission mode at subsidized 

rate. The district is self sufficient in Mango and Banana production. Old 

mango orchards have been rejuvenated. To supply quality planting Materials 

different farms and nurseries have been established and made functional 

under public and private sector. Steps for promotion of off season 

vegetables cultivation have been taken up. Special emphasis has been 

given for Kharif Onion cultivation through supply of improved quality of seeds 

at subsidized rate and adoption of Drip irrigation. To avoid distress sale of 

Rabi Onion, low cost Onion Storage Structures have been promoted under 

different schemes. To augment Potato production, storage and distribution in 

this district, Potato Mission has been lunched during 2015-16.  

Organic farming has been practiced through introduction of 

vermiculture under different schemes. Cultivation of spices like Ginger and 

Turmeric has been facilitated. Although Floriculture has not been established 

in this district steps have been taken to popularize the commercial flowers 

like Marigold, Tuberose, Rose, and Gladiolus etc. among the farmers. 

Similarly different medicinal plants like Aonla, Bael, Tulasi, Sarpagandha, 

Ghritkumari etc. have been promoted for cultivation. To get rid of water 

scarcity and to make optimum use of available water different Micro 

Irrigation Systems like Drip and Sprinkler have been installed in the farmer‘s 

field under government schemes. For life saving of horticultural crop during 

drought, creation of water sources has been encouraged. Mechanization of 

Horticultural Programmes has been made through supply of different 

machines/ equipments at subsidized cost and to get rid of natural calamities 

different protected structures like Polygreen House, Shade net house etc. 
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have been promoted in the farmer‘s field. For easy and quick disposal of 

Horticultural Produces to different places provision of Pack House, 

Refrigerated Van, Cool Chamber etc. has been made. For storage of surplus 

Horticultural Produces, Pusa Zero Energy Cool Chamber has been 

promoted. During this year, steps are being taken to establish a cold storage 

under Private Sector to store the Horticultural produces.  

Farmers have been motivated to adopt the modern agro techniques 

through trainings and exposure visits. In view of the great potentiality of 

horticulture, importance is being given now for its growth. 

Women in Horticulture 

Previously the horticultural activities were male dominated , but as time 

has passed females are coming forward for taking up horticultural activities 

.One female has taken entrepreneurship i.e., establishment of model nursery 

in Kesinga Block during the year 2008-09 and she is producing quality 

planting materials, thereby earning her livelihood and engaging many others. 

During last five years women farmers have entered the horticultural 

activities, although not proportionately. Females have taken up plantation 

like Mango, Banana, papaya, pomegranate etc. and taken up Pack House, 

Farm ponds etc. and other activities. A number of SHGs are formed 

involving women farmers and strengthened on leadership rotation. Thus they 

are involved in decision making processes. They get information on 

improved agriculture practice, quality standard, weighing practices, 

bargaining skill of their products. The NGOs also help them in their 

empowerment. The data of women in horticultural activities during last five 

years is given in Table IV-27. 

Table-IV-27 Women in horticultural activities 

 
Sl. 

No. 

Year Nos. of beneficiary covered 

  S.C S.T O.C Total Women 

1 2010-11 334 789 2221 3344 177(05) 

2 2011-12 365 771 1891 3027 105(03) 

3 2012-13 13569 13160 36821 63550 4690 

4 2013-14 614 4521 2433 4568 239 

5 2014-15 875 1622 3301 5798 121 

 Total 15757 17863 46667 80287 5332 

 

Animal Husbandry 

Kalahandi district is having 21 veterinary hospitals and 129 livestock aid 

centers. There was dairy farm in the ancient period which was converted into 

bull farm, liquid nitrogen plant and semen collection center. However this has 

been closed now and needs to be made functional. There has been decline in 
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the indigenous cattle population from 463427 in the year 2001, 291320 in 

2007to 277240 in 2012. Similarly indigenous buffalo population has declined 

from 95534 in 2001, 55724 in 2007 to 43764 in 2012. On the contrary cross 

breed cattle increased from 17629 to 33635 in the said period. As per the 

Goat census report the population of goats and sheep declined marginally, 

which was 241502 and 88053 (2007 census) respectively. The population of 

pig, poultry is 6447 and 1000218 respectively in 2007. The total meat 

production (MT) in 2010-11 is 159.15(sheep), 1831.36(goat), 210.36 (pig) 

totaling to 2670.84. There is only one layer farm with bird capacity of 85000 

and egg production 1500000 per month. There are 30 private poultry broiler 

farms as on 31/10/2013. Similarly there are 6 private dairy farms for cross 

breed cattle and buffaloes with average daily milk yield ranging between 65 to 

110 liters. The annual turnover of milk and egg production is 5243000 MT and 

8.59 Million respectively. There is only one cattle and poultry feed unit with 

capacity of 50 quintals per day. 

Role of Women in Livestock Production 

The women especially in rural areas are said to play a pivotal role in 

livestock production activities. Their participation is well dispersed and less 

perceived. They are actively involved in livestock care and management. 

They spend a lot of time in performing different activities of livestock 

management like watering and feeding of animals, animal shed cleaning, 

milking, making dung cakes and looking after the health of the herd, fodder 

cutting, fodder chopping, etc. Women alone or together with men also 

participate in most of the decision related to livestock management. Their 

Block-wise participation is mentioned in Table IV-28. 

Table-IV-28 Participation of number of women 

Sl. 
No 

Block Dairy Goatery 
(Goat+Sheep) 

Poultry / 
Duckery 

piggery 

1 Bhawanipatna 1538 3111 929 - 
2 Karlamunda 521 962 255 - 
3 Kesinga 2007 1627 375 - 
4 Lanjigarh 117 1912 356 2 
5 M.Rampur 695 2138 307 4 
6 Narla 835 2148 658 - 
7 Th.Rampur 29 3077 486 - 
8 Dharmagarh 473 770 183 - 
9 Golamunda 235 1856 526 - 
10 Jaipatna 694 1104 332 1 
11 Junagarh 1915 1450 583 - 
12 Kalampur 253 369 188  
13 Koksara 1276 1169 329  
 Total 10588 21693 5507 7 
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Fisheries and Growth 

In ancient time the tanks / katas / reservoirs/ rivers/    canals were used 

mostly for bathing, drinking as well as irrigation purposes and pisciculture 

was obligatory business. At that time fishing was the activity of catching of 

fishe like-.Balia, Magur, Seula, Gadisa, Kalajian, Serna, Kutri, Jhuri etc. 

Then after branch office of Department of Fisheries i.e. District Fisheries 

Officer, Kalahandi, Bhawanipatna was established in the year 1958  and the 

culture practice of Minor Carp like Labeo kalbasu, Labeo bata etc was 

introduced. Subsequently Major Carps like Catla catla, L.rohita, C.mrigal, 

H.molitrx, C. idella, Cy carpio along with Fresh water prawn in fresh water 

ponds and tanks was started by stocking riverine seeds and considered as 

an important economic base for improvement of livelihood of rural poor as 

well as others. Seed production started by induced breeding using PG 

subsequently OVAPRIM and produced good quality fish seed to cater the 

need of fish farmers of the district. Before the year 1978 the production of 

fish was very less. Later thrust was given for IMC culture by adopting 

modern scientific technology and using artificial feeds. Now the department 

in the district has shown overwhelming growth of fisheries sector. The 

production per ha reached to 5.00 MT. There are 7 Government Fish Farms 

which are under the control of District Fisheries Officer-cum-CEO, FFDA, 

Kalahandi. Till date 1740 beneficiaries have been benefited and an area of 

1400 ha. has been developed under the FFDA/ NFDB/ NMPS scheme. The 

spawn production increased from 359 lakh in 1991 to 1471 lakh in 

2014.Similarly the fish production of the district is only fresh water fish which 

increased from 1480.519 MT in 1991 to 13371.02 in 2010 to 16422.49 MT in 

2014. The Junagarh Block produces the maximum amount of fish. 

The total number of fish farmers is 2977. They are engaged in fisheries 

activities out of which the women participation in this sector is 337 which is 

only 11%. 

Forestry 

Kalahandi district is having two Forest Divisions i.e. North and South 

Forest Divisions. The important rivers are Tel, Hati, Sagada, Udanti, Raul, 

Utei, Ret, Buda, Sandul etc. passing within the jurisdiction of North Division. 

For details of the Forestry, Forest management and River system Chapter-1 

(General) may be referred to. 

Natural Calamities 

Odisha has been prone to natural calamities, i.e., calamities triggered 

by natural factors such as cyclones, droughts, and floods. More recently, 

abnormally high temperatures have also been included to this list. These are 

being attributed to increasing ecological imbalance and climate change. The 

term ―disaster‖ has been defined by the United Nations as ―a serious 



160 
 

disruption of the functioning of a society, causing widespread human, 

material or environmental losses, which exceed the ability of the affected 

society to cope using its own resources‖. Natural disasters include droughts, 

floods and cyclones that a society finds difficult to deal with on their own. 

Natural disasters cause heavy losses of human lives and property and pose 

serious environmental threats. Kalahandi is susceptible to natural calamities 

like drought and floods. Unlike the coastal districts of the state, Kalahandi 

falls outside the cyclonic tract. Cyclones in their severity in the district are 

rather rare. In addition, the district is also affected by heat waves and 

outbursts of epidemics in some parts. Some droughts, floods and other 

calamities may be classified as disasters.  

Drought 

Kalahandi's more than 100 years tryst with drought is also a chronicle 

of the destruction of a sustainable and participatory ecology. Deforestation 

and collapse of the traditional tank irrigation has increased the dryness of 

this area. Kalahandi receives a good amount of rainfall, but rainwater is not 

harvested properly as tanks are silted. A slight shortfall in rainfall triggers 

drought and causes large scale crop failure. So agriculture is a difficult 

prospect for survival of more than 50 percent population of the district. 

Kalahandi has witnessed a large number of droughts and other natural 

calamities over centuries. For example, droughts had occurred in Kalahandi 

in 1868, 1884 and 1897. Several droughts could be considered disasters. 

The district was severely affected by the famine of 1899, which is also 

described as “Chhapan Sal ra Durbhikshya” that is a famine of severity not 

witnessed during the preceding fifty-six years. The effects of the famine, 

according to the District Gazetteers, were of unprecedented nature and left a 

terrible human tragedy and brittle socioeconomic fabric in this area. The 

severity of this famine still haunts the memory of many people in the district. 

There was rain deficiency of 60 percent and crop losses were estimated to 

be 50 percent. It reportedly cost the district Rs 642.89 crore. In 1919-20, 

there occurred another drought that was followed by cholera, influenza and 

severe malnutrition due to lack of foodstuff. Thereafter, a series of droughts 

were witnessed during 1922-1923, 1925-1926, 1929-1930 1954-1955, 1955-

56, 1965-66, 1974-75 and 1985. The economic and social impacts of these 

droughts and floods on the people of Kalahandi have been very severe. The 

Kalahandi District Gazetteer has recorded the impact of the 1965-66 drought 

as follows ―The bulk of the population which constituted the landless 

agricultural labourers became unemployed due to suspension of all sorts of 

agricultural operations. The worst sufferers were landed families who 

because of the drought, neither could reap a harvest nor could they take up 

manual labour to which they were not accustomed. The pastures lost the 

greenery and the bovine population therefore was equally starved. 
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Everywhere there was an acute shortage of water.‖ After the severe 

droughts of 1955-56 and 1965- 66, a large number of cultivators suffered 

heavy economic losses. The Directorate of Economics and Statistics, 

Odisha has analyzed the rainfall of South Western Kalahandi and has 

reported that on an average there is a drought year in every 3-4 years. The 

impact of droughts in the district is of varied nature affecting either the entire 

district or few Blocks. For example, the drought of 1996-97 affected 85 

percent Blocks, 63 percent gram panchayats and 46 percent villages of the 

district. In 2000- 01, drought affected 62 percent Blocks, 50 percent gram 

panchayats and 27 percent villages. Some areas, for example, a large 

portion of Bhawanipatna sub-division has been identified as a chronic 

drought prone zone. Severe droughts were faced by the farmers of the Block 

Koksara (2002), Junagarh (2002) and Kalampur (1998) and 40-80% crop 

area was affected and in Koksara 100% farm families were affected. 

Flood 

Floods which were earlier not common in Kalahandi have become a 

common occurrence. In recent years, the district has also become prone to 

flash floods, caused by heavy rainfall. Thirteen floods occurred in different 

parts of the district from 2000 onwards. In 2000 and 2006, floods of mild 

intensity affected two Blocks of Dharamgarh and Golmunda. In 2001, 

Junagarh Block was severely affected by floods though losses of crops and 

property were not significant. About 50,000 people in three Blocks of 

Odisha's Kalahandi district have been affected by flash floods caused by 

incessant rains in the region. A crack has appeared in the right canal of the 

Indravati dam, resulting in the inundation of Jayapatna and Mukhiguda 

Blocks where some people are reported to have drowned. As much as 340 

mm of rain was recorded in Kalahandi on August 27,2003, leading to flash 

floods on the banks of the Hati river. Water reaching a height of six feet 

flowed over the bridge at Junagarh disrupting traffic on National Highway 

201. Villagers numbering 250 from Khairmal, and 400 from Kanakpur in 

Jayapatna Block were shifted to safer places by local officials in 2003.The 

floods of 2004 affected three Blocks of the district, i.e., Dharamgarh, 

Golmunda and Kalampur. The crop losses in different Blocks varied from 43 

percent to 70 percent. The floods of 2007 affected three Blocks of the 

district, i.e., Golmunda, Junagarh and Koksara and caused crop losses 

varying from 50 percent to 70 percent. The floods of 2004, 2006 and 2007 

also affected more than 70 percent families of farmers and caused heavy 

mortality of cattle and other animals. A number of minor irrigation projects, 

bridges and culverts were washed away. The newly constructed bridge over 

different rivers are severely damaged. Roads at many places were 

submerged under water disrupting communication and causing serious 

damage to the roads. With flood waters of Hati river receding in most places 

of Kalahandi, a total 1,731 houses have been affected in the calamity 

besides damage caused to 165 roads and culverts due to flash flood in three 
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Blocks in 2013 June.30,000 people living in 63 villages in Kalampur, 

Junagarh and Jaipatna Blocks have been hit by the flash flood. Immediately 

after this severe flood there was outbreak of swarming caterpillars in the 

Blocks of Koksara, Narla, Junagarh, Dharmagarh and Kesinga. There was a 

substantial crop loss due to the pest attack; some farmers lost their Kharif 

crop completely.  

Disaster Management 

A disaster management strategy includes emergency operations, relief 

and rehabilitation measures, health services support, and repair and 

reconstruction of infrastructure facilities. Since floods have become a 

common calamity in the district, disaster management activities have 

become expensive. Many denuded hills and barren areas add to 

acceleration of flow of rain water. As a result, top soil erosion has become a 

serious concern of this region. Deforestation also silts up tanks and reduces 

their irrigation potential. This in turn affects the productivity of agricultural 

fields. Every year, five to 10 percent agricultural land is covered by soil from 

high lands and soil erosion is estimated to be 48 metric tons per ha in the 

district. According to a study conducted by the district authorities, Kalahandi 

loses Rs. 8,473 crore each year due to loss of natural bio-fertilizers and Rs 

8,000 crore due to soil erosion. 

With a view to arresting the adverse impacts of droughts and floods in 

the district, emphasis is being laid on minor irrigation, crop diversification, 

soil and water conservation and comprehensive watershed development 

programmes including rainwater harvesting. A number of drought proofing 

measures have been undertaken under various programmes including Long 

Term Action Plan (LTAP) for the KBK districts of which Kalahandi is a part. 

Other main programmes that are implemented in Kalahandi following the 

watershed development plus approach are Western Odisha Rural Livelihood 

Programme (WORLP) and Odisha Tribal Empowerment and Livelihood 

Program (OTELP). Such programmes include creation of water harvesting 

structures, undertaking other watershed development measures, 

construction of irrigation structures and systems, subsidy for installation of 

irrigation structures and other measures. These measures are aimed at (i) 

massive soil and water conservation measures to improve substantially soil 

moisture regime, (ii) developing natural resource base with a view to 

increasing livelihood options, and (iii) creating awareness among rural 

people and building their coping capacities to better deal with natural 

calamities and expected adverse impacts of climate change. These 

measures are implemented in close co-operation with, and active 

participation of, local people and Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs).  

  



163 
 

CHAPTER-V 

INDUSTRIES  

General Characteristics of the District 

The district was only an agricultural district depending on cultivation. 

There was no industry till a rice mill came up at Kesinga in 50s. The paddy 

was also not fetching a suitable price as were other produces like sugar 

cane, molasses, pulses, horticulture products, etc. But every village was 

self- sufficient with all kinds of skilled workers like Blacksmith, washer man, 

barber, carpenter, etc. People were producing both white and par-boiled rice 

from paddy using Dhenki, which is considered as healthy now. There was no 

electricity and, therefore, lantern; oil dips were used for night work and also 

for reading. Lime for construction of houses was produced locally and 

therefore most of the houses were made of mud. Drinking water was 

available from the village ponds. There were many water bodies in every 

village. Drinking water, pure air was freely available, pollution was non-

existent, bio manure was used in the farms. This picture continued till a 

decade after independence. Then the new concept of development came in 

for use and economic advancement of the people commensed.   

Power Production and Sources (Hydro, Thermal, Solar, Bio) 

Upper Indravati Hydro Electric Project 

Indravati Power House forms a part of Upper Indravati Hydro Electric 

Project. It is the biggest Hydro Power Station in Odisha, so far as generation 

of Hydro Power is concerned. Now it is one of the Peak Power Station not 

only in Odisha, but also in the entire Eastern Region and plays a very crucial 

role in catering to the Peak Load Demand of Odisha. 

Project Features 

Upper Indravati Project, which can be considered as one of the largest 

multipurpose projects of India in terms of its Power and Irrigation benefits is 

located in the district of Kalahandi and Nawarangpur of Odisha State and 

envisages transposing diversion of water of river Indravati (Godavari Basin) 

to river Hati (Mahanadi Basin). Served by a combined catchment of 2630 

Sq.km, the project features are unique. It consists of four Dams and eight 

Dykes. The main dam is on the river Indravati and the other three on its 

tributaries i.e. the Podagada, Kapur and Muran. All these form a single 

reservoir connected together through two link channels within the reservoir. 

The reservoir is approximately 43 Km long in the NNE-SSW direction and 9 

Km wide at its widest point. The water from the reservoir has a maximum 

depth of 71 m and an average depth of 21m. The water is conveyed to 
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Surge Shaft through a water conductor system comprising of Headrace 

Channel (335 m long) and Circular Tunnel (3934 m log, 7m dia) terminating 

at Surge Shaft (20m dia, 140m deep). Further the water from the Surge 

Shaft to the Power house is conveyed through 2 nos. of Penstock Tunnels 

(298m long, 5.25m dia) up to Valve House and then by 4 nos. of surface 

Penstocks (790m long 3.5m dia). The Power Station with 4 x 150MW 

installations and operating with an average head of 371m offers Peak Power 

benefits up to 600 MW and annual energy benefit of 1962 MU in a 90% 

dependable year. The water released from the Power House is carried 

through a tailrace channel 9000m long to be finally picked up by the barrage 

on the river Hati to irrigate 128000 Ha. of land through two flow canals i.e. 

one left canal and one right canal in the chronically drought prone areas of 

Kalahandi district. 

Although construction works of the Project started as early as 1978-79 

with an ominous note to be completed within 7-8 years, major activities were 

started only after the World Bank financial assistance was made available 

during 1983-84 by way of IDA credit of 156 million SDR (Special Drawings 

Right) and IBRD (International Bank for Reconstruction and Development) 

loan of 156.4 million USD. Financial assistance of Overseas Economic Co-

operation fund (OECF), Japan, through a loan amounting to 3744 million 

Japanese yen for part of the irrigation sector of the Project added additional 

strength for execution. With all the above assistance the progress of works 

gathered momentum and continued till the ill-fated and unprecedented flood 

in July 91. The progress of works was seriously affected due to withdrawal of 

World Bank support for the project after the tunnel disaster in July 91. After 

protracted negotiations, the World Bank credit was again restored during 

December 1991, but the same was fully exhausted by March 1995 and the 

Project implementation suffered badly due to financial constraints. 

Consequent after Orissa Power Sector Reforms, the implementation of the 

project was vested with Orissa Hydro Power Corporation with effect from 

01.04.96, which could manage to avail Financial Assistance from Power 

Financial Corporation, Government of India to the tune of Rs. 320 Crores to 

complete the balance works. The completed cost of the Project was Rs. 

1107.1 Crores. In spite of the inordinate delay and consequently price hikes, 

the project still offers lucrative power benefits i.e. 40.208 Paisa per KWH at 

present in comparison to any other contemporary Hydro Stations. 

Distribution System of UIHEP 

In the distribution system there are two 220 KV bus in switchyard. Each 

generator can be connected to bus through 3 phase Generator Transformer 

(62.5 MVA, 11KV/220KV). Either of the bus can be fed by Generator through 

two isolators and one circuit breaker (MCB). There are 4 Nos. Of 220KV 

Indravati–Theruballi Feeders which can be connected to either of the bus 

through 2 isolators and 1 breaker. There is one 400KV bus and two sets of 
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400KV ICT and One 400KV Indravati-PGCIL Feeder for transmission of 

400KV supply before the construction of Upper Indravati Project. Kalahandi 

district was a drought prone area as there was no irrigation facility and was 

depending upon the rain water. After construction of the Upper Indravati 

Project which is the largest Multipurpose Project of India for a Power and 

Irrigation in Kalahandi district, nowadays two crops in a year as well as the 

Project have a great contribution towards Power scenario of Odisha State. 

So the poverty of Kalahandi district people came down drastically as 

compared to earlier. That is why the Upper Indravati Project is called the 

lifeline of Kalahandi. 

General Features 

Location   Longitude E 820 45‘ to 820 55‘, Latitude N 190 05‘ to 190 25‘ 

            Unit                               Installed Capacity 

Design Energy 1962 MU   4 x150 MW 

 

The dates of Commissioning and Commercial operation of four Units 

of Indravati Power House are given in TableV-1. There is not much delay in 

commissioning and operation. 

 

TableV-1 Information of Indravati Dam Project 
Unit Date of Commissioning Date of Commercial Operation 

Unit-1 05.09.1999 19.09.1999 
Unit-2 23.12.1999 28.12.1999 
Unit-3 30.09.2000 04.10.2000 
Unit-4 16.04.2001 19.04.2001 

 

The project provides Peak Power up to 600 MW(Table V-2) with 

design energy of 1962 MU in 90% dependable year. The capital outlay of the 

project is 1107 Crores. 

 

Table-V-2 Generation and Sale Data of UIHEP 

 
Financial Year Target Generation( in MU) Total Generation(in MU) 
1999-2000 -- 490 
2000-2001 -- 1769 
2001-2002 -- 2960 
2002-2003 -- 807.068 
2003-2004 1962 2140.681 
2004-2005 1962 2851.296 
2005-2006 1962 1763.059 
2006-2007 1962 3020.732 
2007-2008 1962 2979.441 
2008-2009 1962 2300.906 
2009-2010 1962 1474.349 
2010-2011 1962 1696.193 
2011-2012 1962 1436.803 
2012-2013 1962 1688.860 
2013-2014 1962 2517.047 
2014-2015 1962 2196.306 

 



166 
 

Mines and Minerals, Extraction of Minerals, Mineral Processing 

Kalahandi has mineral resources like Graphite, Manganese, Bauxite, 

Litho magic clay, Cobalt, Galena, Quartz, Gem stone. But the deposits are 

either small or of low grade. Bauxite found in the district is low in silicon and 

high in Iron with an estimated reservoir of 1.8 million tons. Graphite, Quartz 

and Gem stones are the only minerals. An area of 452.99 acres were given 

for mining lease to different mine Owners for Graphite, 332.345 hectares for 

quartz and 200.87 hectares for Gem stones. Mining operation in most of the 

areas is irregular and is done manually. The production of graphite and 

Quartz for the last five years i.e. from 2010-11 to 2014-15 from the above 

leased mines has been stopped due to various reasons. The production of 

Gem stones from the leased mine area during the last five years i.e. from 

2010-11 to 2014-15 is only 170 Kg. The occurrence of mineral deposits in 

the district with the possible exception of Bauxite is marginal and cannot 

sustain many heavy mineral based Industries, according to the National 

Counsel applied economic survey of backward district of Odisha. 

There are 04 Mineral based industries in the district. These industries 

are mainly based on Graphite, Bauxite and Quartz. The lists of such 

industries are given in Table-V-3. 

Table-V-3 List of Mineral-based MSMEs 

Sl. 
No. 

Name and address  of 
the unit 

Types  of 
Mineral 
Used 

Product 
Present 
position 

Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
1 M/s Vedanta 

Aluminum Ltd. 
At/Po- Lanjigarh,Dist-
Kalahandi 

Bauxite Alumina Working It is the only  one 
Mega Mineral 
based industry in 
the district  
suffering from 
acute shortage of 
Raw material 

2 M/s Jagannath 
Minerals complex 
At- Kusumkhunti Po- 
Dangriguda 

Quartz 
and 
quartzite 

Ferro silicon sick The unit is sick 
due to shortage of 
raw material. 

3 M/s Mahavir Graphite 
Industry 
At- Kurlubhata,Po- 
Kamardha 
PS- Narla,Kalahandi 

Graphite Beneficiation 
of Graphite 

 
sick 

The unit is sick 
due raw material 

4 M/s Kalinga Graphite 
(P) Ltd 
At- Podkhamb,Po-
Sirol,Kesinga 

Graphite Beneficiation 
of Graphite 

Working Suffering from 
shortage of Raw 
material. 
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Vedanta Alumina Refinery (VL) 

In the 1970‘s the discovery of East Coast bauxite promised to be a 

game changer in the socio-economic development of Kalahandi in particular 

and Odisha in general. Preliminary surveys showed that this belt (which 

extends up to Andhra Pradesh) had reserves of around 2 billion tons of high 

quality bauxite, of which more than 50% was in the state of Odisha itself. 

This opened up a huge possibility of mineral based industry in the region 

having the potential of providing thousands of employment and changing the 

economic landscape of the region 
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The Lanjigarh alumina refinery is equipped with state of the art facilities 

which not only meet global benchmarks but also offer VL a competitive edge 

in producing diverse products that cater to a wide variety of industrial 

segments. The plant is an ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 certified unit. VL has 

leveraged its superior technological competence to set up automatic vertical 

filters for liquor filtration, gas suspension, calciners and automatic direct 

loading of alumina into railway wagons, bulkers and bags. The entire 

production process is harnessed by an advanced centrally controlled 

system. The refinery commands high plant availability factor of 92% and is 

driven by self sustained power supply from Vedanta Alumina with the 

capacity of two million tons per annum have been established in Lanjigarh. 

Its foundation was laid on 08.02.2003 and it started production from 

01.12.2007. So far it is the only major industry in Kalahandi. An Air Strip 

owned and 

managed by 

Vedanta Alumina is 

at Lanjigarh. This is 

an all-weather Air 

strip having 1600 

meter in length and 

30 meters in width. 

Helicopters and 

small jet planes can 

land in this air strip. 

The Company also 

constructed its own 

railway line from Dahikhal station to the plant site. It has provided direct and 

indirect employment to about five thousand families. After the establishment 

of the plant, Lanjigarh is now well connected by road and two weekly 

markets have developed indicating rise in market economy of the region.   

Niyamgiri bauxite mine was identified for mining by the Government of 

Odisha all the way back in the late 1970‘s, well before the formation of 

Vedanta Resources. Vedanta intending to set up an Integrated Aluminum 

complex in the State of Odisha entered into an MOU with Odisha Mining 

Corporation Ltd (OMC) through Sterlite Industries (I) Ltd on 3
rd

 April 1997. 

The salient features of the MOU are 

a. Sterlite proposed to set up 1 MTPA Alumina Refinery in Kalahandi 

district and Aluminium Smelter of 2.5 LTPA capacity with CPP in 

Jharsuguda.  

b. Sterlite proposed to take up exploration and mining of bauxite 

deposits in Lanjigarh and Karlapat in Kalahandi district for supply of 

bauxite to Alumina Refinery.  
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c. GOO (Government of Odisha) and OMC agreed for above on 

following terms  

d. OMC/GOO shall expedite execution of PL for an area of 1217 .30 Ha 

of Bauxite deposits in Lanjigarh and an area of 3172.74 Ha in 

Karlapat in Kalahandi district.  

e. On completion of the above and if found feasible for mining, OMC 

shall transfer the above two mining leases in favour of Sterlite 

Industries with approval of GOI.  

Subsequently, Government of Odisha through Odisha Mining 

Corporation Ltd entered into an agreement with Vedanta (As the project was 

assigned to Vedanta by SIIL) on 05.10.2004, which comprised of execution 

of shareholders and share subscription agreement, raising contract 

agreement and long term supply agreement. The agreement prescribed for 

exclusive supply for 150 Million Tons of Bauxite to Alumina Refinery at 

Lanjigarh from Niyamgiri and any other nearby mines on terms and 

conditions as agreed therein. 

Proposed Mining Activities at Niyamgiri Hills 

Vedanta Limited (VL) is also the first Mining and Metal Industry in the 

country to get accreditation for its Energy Management System for ISO 

500012011 from the British Standards Institution, for efficiently managing the 

existing natural resources and mitigating the impact of climate change, at its 

Lanjigarh Unit in Odisha. 

 

   a. The proposed mining area of lease — 1073.4 ha. 

    b. Bauxite reserve    — 72.89 MT 

    c. Overburden thickness  — 1.5.meters 

    d. Ore Zone thickness   — 11.5 meters 

    e. Grade of the ore    — 46.42% Al2O3, 2.51% SiO2 

    f. Nature of mining   — Mechanised open cast  

    g. Capacity of the crusher plant — 1100 tons of Bauxite / h 

    h. Source of water   — Bansadhara River 

    i. Source of power   — captive plant of 75MW 

    j. Life of mine    — 23 years 

    k. Manpower needed   — 250 
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World Class Practices 

VL ensures that world class practices constitute the blueprint of all 

processes that are executed in the Lanjigarh refinery. The basic process is 

designed by Worely Parsons, a leading global provider of professional 

services to the energy, resource and complex processindustries.VL procures 

premium quality bauxite that adapts to low temperature and pressure 

digestion thereby reducing cost of production by a significant margin. 

Implementing new wave technology, VL invests in high rate deep cone 

thickeners for settling/washing, which aids better caustic recovery. Diaster 

Filters are employed for polishing liquor along with gas suspension calciners 

to ascertain international quality alumina. 

Entwining infrastructural excellence with environmental sustainability, 

the Lanjigarh refinery is connected to the captive mines by an environment 

friendly pipe conveyor. Red Mud and Ash disposal ponds are in use for High 

Concentration Slurry Disposal (HCSD). 

Safety Measures 

Health and Safety is of foremost priority and keeping in line with the 

Vedanta Group‘s objectives, VL seeks to achieve zero fatalities and injuries 

at Lanjigarh. The alumina refinery is periodically subjected to both internal 

and external audits and is OHSAS 18001 certified. After assessment, the 

management undertakes training and disaster management plans to 

eliminate risks. Several initiatives like traffic safety and contractor safety 

management are taken to facilitate a robust and transparent safety score 

card that is benchmarked with global peers. 

To address core concerns of occupational health, VL employs a team 

of experts who regularly examine the health condition of employees and 

contract workmen. Blood tests, audiometric tests, spirometry tests and chest 

x-rays are periodically conducted to avert occupational health hazards and 

foster a safe work environment. 

Ecological Position 

The forest density is 0.6 at Niyamgiri RF (Reserve Forest) with variable 

tree density ranging from 1300 to 1400 / acre. (Report of Tata AIG Risk 

management services Ltd., Mumbai (TARMS) for SIIL (Sterlite India Ltd.). 

Land use / Land cover based on the satellite imagery study area within 

10kms from the project site is dense forest (evergreen and semi evergreen) 

in nature with multiple species. The taxonomists have reported after working 

in that area for several months that Niyamgiri Hills are very rich in varied 

assemblage of plant species owing to its diversified topography with high 

mountain peaks and innumerable deep valleys and gorges, abundant 

springs and diverse vegetation resources. Eight distinct types of vegetation, 
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50 species of medicinal plants, 30 species of wild ornamental plants and 

more than 10 species of wild relatives of crop plants are seen in this range. 

The wild relative of sugarcane plant has a great future. The Fauna is also 

very rich. Dongria Kondhs are the residents in this area. 

Corporate Social Responsibility Activities 

A holistic approach has been followed towards sustainable 

development of the community through Corporate Social Responsibility by 

the company. With Rs.150crores spent on CSR initiatives during the last 

decade, Vedanta is the largest corporate spender in the State for community 

outreach program. The focus areas are Health, Education, Livelihood and 

Basic Infrastructure Development. 

Health Initiatives 

Health was a major area of concern with outbreaks of epidemics and 

water-borne diseases. Mobile Health Units, Medical Outlets, State-of-the-Art 

Lanjigarh Vedanta Hospital are part of initiatives undertaken to provide 

quality health facilities in the region, which have successfully brought in 

visible changes in the field of healthcare in the district. Once known for 

rampant malaria deaths, there is substantial improvement in the scenario in 

the past three years in Lanjigarh Block. Vedanta Hospital established by the 

company at Lanjigarh is dedicated to provide free treatment and medicines 

to the local people. Around 200 patients are treated every day in the 

hospital. Besides, Mobile Health Units reach out to remote inaccessible 

villages and catering primary health services of the community at their door 

step. Fifty-six villages are being covered with a rate of 20-25 visits per month 

covering around 3,000 patients every month. Free medicines and referral 

services are provided to the patients. 

Education Initiatives 

Efforts have been made to improve the literacy rate and quality of 

education in schools of Lanjigarh Block partnering Government of Odisha 

and ensuring inclusive development. Vedanta now runs 35 Child Care 

Centers which operate as day care centers looking after pre-schooling 

needs of children. Vedanta DAV International School was established at 

Lanjigarh in 2006. The school now has more than 700 children including 200 

first generation tribal students.  

Vedanta‘s centralized kitchen, built at a cost of 3crores of rupees at 

Lanjigarh apart from ongoing recurring costs, helps in providing Mid-day 

Meals to 18,000 students of 187 schools in Lanjigarh district. There has 

been positive impact of the project on attendance of students and teachers 

in the school. 
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Sustainable Livelihood Initiatives 

In partnership with Vedanta Foundation and local Gram Panchayats, e-

literacy programme for rural youth was started in 2010. The prime objective 

is to provide free Computer and Spoken English training to unemployed 

youths for enhancing their employment capability and secure their and their 

family‘s livelihood. Till date approximately 100 youths have been gainfully 

employed. Under project ‗Sakti‘, 176 Women Self Help Groups have been 

promoted covering more than 2,000 women with group sizes of 10-12 

members per SHG. Some projects started under the program are poultry, 

goatery, vegetable cultivation, applique making, and such other vocational 

activities to empower women of the local communities. Project ‗KRUSHAK 

BANDHU‘ focuses on providing all round support to local farmers towards 

enhancing their farm produce and earn better profit margin. 

Infrastructure development (CSR Activities) 

Development of basic infrastructure has been a major project under 

CSR since inception as Lanjigarh Block is highly deprived of basic 

infrastructure. Projects undertaken so far include providing clean drinking 

water; repair, renovation and construction of roads and bridges for better 

connectivity to villages. 

Development of Infrastructures (as per Supreme Court Direction) 

Besides the CSR activity, several infrastructure development work have 

been taken up within a radius of 50 kms. of the Lanjigarh refinery project for 

the development of the region with the direction of Hon‘ble Supreme Court 

on 23
rd

 November 2007. Accordingly an agreement was made between 

Government of Odisha, Odisha Mining Corporation Limited and Sterlite 

Industries (India) Limited (Currently Vedanta Ltd.) to form a Special Purpose 

vehicle (SPV) for the development of Scheduled area of Lanjigarh. The SPV 

was named as ‗Lanjigarh Project Area Development Foundation‘ (LPADF) 

on 16.10.2009 and was incorporated under section-25 of Indian Companies 

Act 1956. There are nine members in the forum and the Revenue Divisional 

Commissioner of Southern Division chairs the meeting of LPADF. Some of 

the important highlight of the project taken up in partnership with LPADF in 

Kalahandi are as follows: construction of Railway station road in 

Bhawanipatna, support towards renovation of Bus stand, Bhawanipatna, 

construction of dispensary buildings at jugsaipatna, up-gradation of 33 KV 

line from Kesinga to Bhawanipatna and Up-gradation of 33 KV line from 

Biswanathpur to Lanjigarh, malaria control programme in 25 Panchayats and 

421 Villages of Lanjigarh Block, revival of Lift Irrigation point at Lanjigarh, 

road connectivity in the Tribal dominant localities, project Sabuj (Commercial 

Vegetable Cultivation), Project Jaibik (Cotton Cultivation with Bio-fertiliser 

Technology), Project Samridh (Sun Flower Cultivation), Sri Project (Paddy 
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Cultivation) in different periphery villages of Lanjigarh, pipe water supply to 

villagers of Lanjigarh, solar grid setup in peripheral villages of Lanjigarh, 

traffic signal system at Bhawanipatna instruction of Kalahandi Kala Kendra, 

Bhawanipatna, many infrastructures development such as road construction, 

tube wells, school infrastructures and community infrastructures, etc.        

Ancillary and Downstream Industries due to the refinery 

a. Production of Caustic soda and its recovery from alkali pond 

b. Supply of Slaked lime 

c. Fly ash Brick can be manufactured. In fact there are now 16 such 

industries using fly ash of the refinery. Cement industry is also possible 

using fly ash. Furthe fly ash can be used in road construction. 

Red Mud 

It is a by-product of alumina refinery and can be used for recovery of 

precious metals, as paints and for preparation of bricks etc.There is enough 

scope of establishing industries so that value addition can be imparted for 

the benefit of the producers. An aluminum park can be created to encourage 

subsidiary industries. (Source www.vedantaluminium.com designed and 

developed by NTSPL; www.economictimes.com; Booklet of Vedanta 

Aluminium Limited, Lanjigarh ‗Empowering Community‖ and Information 

submitted by Vedanta Aluminium Limited, Lanjigarh) 

Other MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) Industries 

Prior to 1965, there were 29 Industrial Units of which 12 were rice mills, 

02 saw mills, 02 chemical industries, and 01 engineering unit producing 

consumer goods. Panchayat Samiti Industries were established in the 

district based chiefly on the locally available resources. State aid loan, loan 

from O.S.F.C., and S.B.I. have been able to provide some industrial growth 

in Kalahandi. Details of important micro and small scale Industries are 

discussed and the details are given in table V-4. 

Rice Mill 

There are at present 106 Rice Mills operating in the district and are 

mainly located at Kesinga, Junagarh, Dharamgarh, Charbahal and 

Ladugaon. The total investment in the rice mills is Rs. 4949.85 lakhs having 

milling capacity of 390831 MT. These Rice Mills are registered in the District 

Industries Centre, Kalahandi and Food Corporation of India and are 

engaged mostly in custom milling. Two nos. of Rice Bran Oil Extraction plant 

are functioning as downstream Industries. Besides these, there are quite a 

few rice hullers carrying on de-husking of paddy. With the increase in the 

areas under irrigation, paddy production has increased many folds in 

Kalahandi. So there is large volume of husk and rice bran to the tune of 
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around 1,92,000 MT and 96,000 MT respectively. The husk can be utilized 

as a fuel, as cattle feed and in producing particle board. Rice bran oil and 

other edible items can also be manufactured. 

Oil Mill 

 There are 02 rice bran oil extraction plants located at Kesinga with an 

investment of Rs.14.97/- lakhs generating employment of 140 people. 

Besides, a good nos. of oil mills are functioning at different places of the 

district utilizing oil seeds like mustard, ground nut, til, mahua, neem seed 

because of availability of raw materials in plenty in the district. 

Bread and Bakery 

At present 02 nos. of mechanized Bakery units are located at 

Bhawanipatna and Kesinga respectively with an investment of Rs. 60.00 

lakh and employing 25 people. The above 02 units are supplying their 

bakery products to the neighboring districts as well. Besides this, there are a 

good nos. of such household units functioning at different places in the 

district and meeting the local demand. 

Engineering Unit 

There is one nut and bolts industry at Kesinga manufacturing with an 

investment of Rs. 95.00/- lakhs and providing employment to 30 people. It is 

exporting in nature. Besides, there are 294 nos. of MSME units engaged in 

the manufacturing of gate, grills, agriculture implements and other fabrication 

works with investment of Rs. 964.61/- Lakhs generating employment of 1948 

people. Scope for manufacture of Aluminum utensils, wire nails, conduit 

pipe, barbed wire, hospital furniture, auto mobile leaf spring, etc. exists. 

Paper based Industries 

Waste products, exercise book, flyleaf etc., paper cup and plate and    

paper carry bag units can be setup. At present the district is mostly 

dependent on neighboring states for these items.  

Plastic Industries 

There is one plastic industry at Chancher in Kesinga Block with an 

investment of Rs.96.75/- lakhs generating employment of 15 people. It 

manufactures soppy films with a thickness of more than 50 microns. 

Cotton and the Secondary Products 

 Cotton and secondary products can be the raw material for a spinning 

mill (Konarak spinning mill at Kesinga can be fully operational with spinning 

facilities besides the present ginning facilities),  establishment of Textile Park 

for Cotton processing, cotton seed oil production, Green charcoal , particle 

board and CFB packaging box can be made out of cotton stalk  
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Sugar Mill 

 Sugar Mill was established at Mathura under Junagarh Block. It is 

closed now for unknown reasons. There is feasibility to set up sugar mills in 

view of improved irrigation potential due to Indrāvati and other irrigation 

projects.  Khandsari, Gur making, ethanol production units are on the anvil. 

Food processing units from fruits and vegetables, deep freezers, cold 

storages, processing of pulses units in Lanjigarh road, Thuamul Rampur, 

Narla road, Kesinga and Bhawanipatna areas can be set up due to 

popularization of horticulture activities and suitable climate and soil for 

horticulture farming. 

Oil processing units from oil seeds, cotton seeds and from rice bran 

can be set up production and Processing of indigenous varieties of 

traditional aromatic rice need to be encouraged. There is scope for 

processed grain flour, processed animal feed from Maize, processed corn 

flakes and processed baby corn. 

Paper from waste products, exercise book, flyleaf etc., paper cup and 

plate and paper carry bag units can be set up. At present the district is 

mostly dependent on neighboring states for the items.  

Packaged Drinking Wate 

 There are 06 nos. of packaged drinking water MSME units in 

Kalahandi district with investment of Rs. 410/- Lakhs and generating 

employment of 300 nos. of people. 

Fly Ash Bricks 

There are 07 nos. of fly ash brick plants with an investment of Rs. 250/- 

lakhs generating employment of 250 nos. of people. Another 16 have been 

given EM-1 registration. 

Brick Kilns 

There are several brick kilns to meet the requirement of construction 

industry. These kilns operate in almost every village whenever there is 

requirement of bricks. 

PSC Poles Manufacturing 

There are 03 nos. of PSC pole manufacturing units with an investment 

of Rs. 150.00/- lakhs generating an employment of 150 nos. of people. 

Electrical Transformer 

There are 03 nos. of Electrical Transformer units with investment of Rs. 

150/- lakhs generating an employment 100 nos. of people. 
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Table-V-4 Existing Micro and Small Enterprises and Artisan units 

 
NIC Code no. Type  Number  Investment (Lakh in 

Rs.) 

Employment 

01 Misc. 

Manufacturing 

164 365.42 763 

20 and 22 Agro based 1200 7712 8183 

23,24,25 and 

26 

Textile based 299 692.88 2179 

27 Forest and Wood 

Based 

204 115.7 1445 

28 Paper andPper 

products 

76 232.48 375 

29 Livestock and 

Leather 

17 60.79 81 

30 Rubber and 

Plastic 

55 177.19 299 

31 Chemical and 

Allied 

58 97.66 441 

32 Glass 

andCeramics 

206 1028.12 3973 

33 and 35 Engg.and Metal 

Based 

294 964.61 1948 

36 Electrical and 

Electronics 

26 51.38 124 

97 Repairing and 

Servicing 

843 2205.28 3261 

     

Source:  Directorate of Industries, Government of Odisha, Cuttack 

Handicraft and Cottage industries 

The major handicrafts practiced in Kalahandi District are Wood Craft, 

Stone Craft, Terracotta and Cane and Bamboo. The Woodcraft of 

Khairpadar made out of Teakwood has established a name in the field of 

Handicraft in the State and in the Country too. Falling in the line, similar 

clusters have developed at Rengalpali (Jaipatna Block), Bhawanipatna and 

Kiding (Lanjigarh Block). 

In stone Craft, there are two important clusters; Kandagarh of Ampani 

and Dumal in sadar Block. At Kandagarh the craft village scheme has been 

implemented in stone caring craft. Dumal Stone Craft society produces 

―Ghoranas‖ commonly used in household and largely marked during the 

marriage season. 

Terracotta Craft Cluster has developed at Balisara, Karlasoda and 

Malgund. Sisal Craft Cluster has developed at Sirol Village of Kesinga Block 

and Janakpur of Bhawanipatna Block. Similarly Bamboo Craft Clusters are 

developed at Talmala (Junagarh Block), Kadam (Lanjigarh Block) and 

Mandel (Narla Block). 
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The Cluster-wise details are furnished below. 

Wood Craft Clusters 

The important places where these clusters work are given. 

Khairpadar-There are around 150 wood craftsman staying at 

Khairpadar. The following intervention has been made for the cluster. 

Organized skill up-gradation training for 105 craftsmen under craft 

village programme. Design Development Training organized for the cluster 

for product development. Bank loan provided to 06 SHGs for regular 

production by providing Margin Money Assistance. Exposure visit arranged 

for the craftsman both inside the state and outside the state. Modern tool kits 

supplied to the cluster. (90% of cost borne by Government) Common Facility 

Centre under construction through DRDA fund. Marketing assistance 

provided through participation of Groups in district level and state level 

exhibitions.  

Rengalpali-There are around 80 Wood Craftsmen working at 

Rengalpali. The following intervention has been made for the cluster. 

Organized skill up gradation training for 60 craftsmen under Craft Village 

Programme. Bank loan is provided to 02 SHGs for regular production by 

providing margin money assistance. Exposer Visit is arranged for the 

Craftsman both inside and outside the State. Modern Tool Kits are supplied 

to the Cluster (90% of Cost borne by Government). Marketing Assistance 

provided through participation of Groups in district level. There are around 

60 Wood craftsmen working at Bhawanipatna. The following intervention has 

been made for the cluster. Organized Skill up Gradation training for 30 crafts 

man under craft village programme. Bank loan is provided to 02 SHGs for 

regular production by providing margin money assistance. Exposer visit is 

arranged for the craftsmen both inside and outside the state. Modern tool 

Kits supplied to the cluster (90% of cost borne by Government). Marketing 

Assistance is provided through participation through groups in district level 

as well as state level exhibition. 

Stone Craft Clusters 

The important places where these clusters work are given. 

Kandagarh 

There are about 80 craftsmen working at Kandagarh. The following 

interventions have been made in the cluster. Organized skill up gradation 

training is imparted to 60 craftsmen under Craft Village Programme. Bank 

imparted to Loan provided to 04 SHGs for regular productions by providing 

Margin Money Assistance. Exposure visit is arranged for the craftsmen both 

inside the State and outside the State. Modern Tool Kits supplied to the 

cluster (90% of cost borne by Government). Common Facility Centre 
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constructed through DRDA fund. Marketing Assistance is provided through 

participation of Groups in District Level and State Level exhibition. 

Sisal Craft Cluster 

The important places where these clusters work are given 

Sirol-There are around 45 Sisal Craftsmen working at Sirol village of 

Kesinga Block. The following intervention has been made for the cluster. 

1. Organized Skill up-gradation for 30 craftsmen under craft village 

programme. 

2. Bank loan is being provided to 02 SHGs for regular production by 

providing Margin Money Assistance. 

3. Modern tool Kits supplied to the cluster. (90% of cost borne by 

Government) 

4. Marketing Assistance provided through participation of groups in 

district level as well as at state level exhibitions. 

Janakpur-Craft Village Training are being carried out at Janakpur 

village of Bhawanipatna Block where 30 SC ladies of 02 SHGs groups have 

been benefited. 

Khadi and Village Industries 

Odisha Khadi and Village Industries Board is implementing its different 

activities through District Industries Centers throughout the state. The aim 

and objectives of implementing the schemes by Odisha Khadi and Village 

Industries is to develop the better livelihood of the rural artisans by 

establishing the Khadi and Village Industries throughout the state. Previously 

the Board was borrowing fund from Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission with interest @ 4% and was extending the financial support to 

the rural traditional artisans to set up different village industries like 

Carpentry, Blacksmith, Pottery, Oil, fiber, Bell metal, Brass, Bee Keeping for 

their better livelihood. 

DIC-After creation of District Industries Centers (DIC) in undivided 

districts, there was a linkage between Odisha Khadi and Village Industries 

Board and DICs. To establish and to develop the Village Industries activities 

in rural areas, Artisans Industrial Multipurpose Cooperative Societies are 

formed in Block Level. The Industries Extension Officer now re-designated 

as IPO is the Managing Director of the Society and there is an elected body 

to manage the day- to-day affairs of the Society. The IPOs are answerable 

to the Manager; Cottage Industries of DIC are under the administrative 

control of the General Manager DIC. The General Manager DIC is 
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answerable directly to the Odisha Khadi and Village Industries Board. The 

following three types of societies were formed.  

Artisans Industrial Multipurpose Cooperative Society (AIMCS) 

All the village artisans of a particular Block are being enrolled as 

members of the AIMCS and they are availing finance with a very low rate of 

interest from Odisha Khadi and village Industries Board through the AIMCS. 

The artisans are collecting raw materials locally and sending finished 

products to the market. The authorities of the AIMCS are looking after supply 

of raw materials and marketing of their products.  

Gramodyog Marketing Cooperative Society 

Gramodyog Marketing Cooperative Society is known as Central 

Society. This Society is formed to supply raw materials to the AIMCS and 

Uni-purpose Industrial Cooperative Societies and to market their products. 

Uni-purpose Industrial Cooperative Society (UICS) 

There is the uni-purpose Industrial Cooperative Societies, where only 

one trade is established to produce a particular product, for example pottery, 

leather, oil, fibre, etc. 

In Kalahandi District there are 58 registered Industrial Cooperative 

Societies, out of which 13 are AIMCS, 1 GMCS and 44 UICSs. 

Odisha Khadi and Village Industries Board was extending financial 

benefits to the above societies till 1995-96. Then the ‗Pattern of Approach 

scheme‘ was closed by Khadi and Village Industries Commission, Mumbai. 

Thereafter Odisha Khadi and Village Industries Board implemented the 

Rural Employment Generation Programme (REGP) of Khadi and Village 

Industries Commission in 1997-98 and continued till 2007-08. 

District Industries Centre was implementing PMRY scheme till the year 

2007-08. But when a new Department known as MSME was introduced, 

both the REGP and PMRY scheme have been merged and a new scheme 

known as PMEGP (Prime Ministers Employment Generation Programme) is 

in operation.  

Prime Ministers Employment Generation Program (PMEGP) 

The aim and objectives of the scheme is to provide employment to the 

unemployed youth in their door step. Further, it is also kept in mind that the 

person(s) setting up the unit will generate further employment in his unit. 

This scheme has two parts. One is manufacturing unit and another is service 

unit. In this scheme Government has extended the margin money subsidy as 

incentive and rates of margin money is 25% for the general categories, 35% 

for the weaker section categories (weaker section means SC, ST, OBC, 
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women, physically handicraft, ex-service men and minorities communities). 

The welfare measures for the labour is presented in Table V-5. 

Table-V-5 Welfare measures for the labour 

 

 

2011-12 

No.of employees compensation cases 

disposed off 

2  

Amount of compensation paid to the 

claimants 

Rs 7,47,759/- 

No. of legal heirs/dependents benefited 06  

2012-13 No. of Employees compensation cases 

disposed off 

21  

Amount of compensation paid to the 

claimants 

Rs 38,69,076/- 

No.of legal heirs/Dependents benefited 35  

2013-14 Nos. of employees compensation cases 

disposed off 

39  

Amount of compensation paid to the 

claimants 

Rs. 34,72,732/- 

No.of legal heirs/dependents benefited 46 

2014-15 No.of Employees compensation cases 

disposed off 

23  

 Amount of compensation paid to the 

claimants 

Rs.43,25,521/- 

 No.of legal heirs/dependents benefited 32  

 

Labour Laws   

The labor laws have been enacted to protect the interest of the 

working class. A brief note on the important labour laws is as follows. 

The Employees Compensation Act, 1923 

The Act makes provision for compensation in case of accidents 

resulting in injuries/death arising in the course of employment. The Table-V-

6 gives a summary of the compensation disbursed to the workers. 

The Payment of Gratuity Act,1972 

Gratuity shall be payable to an employee for whom this Act is 

applicable after completion of continuous service not less than 5 years on 

reaching the age of superannuation/ retirement /resignation or death or 

disablement due to accident or disease. The Table-V-6 gives the details. 
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Table-V- 6 Summary of the Gratuity Disbursed to the Workers 

 
2011-12 No.of P.G. cases disposed off Nil 

No.of Beneficiary Nil 
2012-13 No.pf P.G. cases Disposed off 8 Nos 

Amount paid to the claimants Rs.11,32,953/- 
No.of Beneficiary 7 Nos 

2013-14 No.of P.G. cases disposed off 35 Nos 
Amount paid to the claimants Rs17,52,231/- 

 No.of Beneficiary 35 Nos 
2014-15 No.pf P.G. cases Disposed off 4 Nos 

Amount paid to the claimants Rs. 15,88,712/- 
No.of Beneficiary 4 Nos 

Child Labour P and R Act-1986  

In order to eliminate the evil practice of child labour, the National Child 

Labour Project was made operational in 1995-96 through a registered 

society (vide No.KLD-1528/79-1995-96). The project was sanctioned by the 

Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India where the 

Collector is the ex-officio chairperson of the project. In order to divert the 

attention of the children and the mindset of the guardians, many child labor 

schools have been opened (Table V-7and 8). 

Table-V-7 Child labour Schools 

 
1 No. of school sanctioned 50 (Fifty) 

2 No. of school in operation 50 (Fifty ) ( in operation till 30
th
 April-2014)  

3 No. of NGOs running NCLP 

Schools 

26      

4 

 

No. of children (boys and 

girls / SC / ST) 

studying in the school 

Boys Girls SC ST Other Total 

1383 1111 612 1043 839 2494 

5 No. of children (boys / girls) 

mainstreamed till April-2014 

1383 1111    2494 

6 No. of children (Boys / Girls / 

ST / SC / OBC) 

Boys 327 603 452+1 1383 

Girls 285 440 384+2 1111 

 

Table-V-8 Mainstreaming of Child labour students to Govt Schools 

 
Sl. No. Year Total Sl. No. Year Total 
01 1998-99 660 09 2006-07 498 
02 1999-2000 875 10 2007-08 1239 
03 2000-01 369 11 2008-09 795 
04 2001-02 927 12 2009-10 428 
05 2002-03 1016 13 2010-11 1449 
06 2003-04 645 14 2011-12 555 
07 2004-05 1194 15 2012-13 447 
08 2005-06 841 16 2013-14 2494 

 

The schools are closed on 30.04.2014 as per the direction of the 

Government of India. 
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The Contract Labor (R and A) Act 

The Act has provision for registration of principal employers and 

licensing of contractors employing contract labor in different establishments 

where in 20 or more contract laborers are engaged. Thus the number of RC 

issued is 98, number of licenses issued   to contractors is 120 and the 

number of workers covered is 4205. 

The Building and Other Construction Workers (RE and CS) Act 1996 

and Welfare Cess Act. 

The twin Acts deal with the welfare and social security of construction 

workers and collection of cess respectively. The Table-V-9 and V-10 give a 

summary of collection of cess and distribution of benefits (Table V-11) to the 

Building andother construction workers. 

Table-V- 9 Registration of beneficiaries and issue of identity Cards to 

the beneficiaries 

 
1 No. of I Cards issued up to 31.03.2013 9041 

2 No. of I-Cards issued during financial year 2013-14 5863 

3 No. of I-Cards issued during 2014-15 (from 01.04.2014 to 31.05.2015) 8860 

4 I-Cards issued in April and May 2015 1558 

 Total I-Cards issued 25322 

 

Table-V-10 Year-wise collection of Cess 
Financial year Amount of Cess 

collected(Rs.) 

2009-10      63,04,219/- 

2010-11   2,45,18,165/- 

2011-12   2,08,41,321/- 

2012-13   4,63,58,583/- 

2013-14   5,37,06,706/- 

2014-15   4,72,47,619/- 

Total 20,62,76,613/- 

Table-V-11 Benefit Disbursed to Registered Workers under B and 

OCWWB 

 
Sl. No. Year No. of benefits 

Disbursed 

Total Amount 

01  2013-14 1212 Rs.    43,07,526/- 

02 2014-15 2566 Rs.1,14,07,843/- 

Labour relations in the District 

There is one major industry namely M/s SesaSterlites Ltd (Formerly 

M/s Vedanta Aluminium Ltd.) located at Lanjigarh. The overall labour relation 

scenario in the industry is normal and peaceful. 
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Protection of Labour and Trade Unionism 

There is a very slow pace of trade unionism in Kalahandi District due to 

very low level of industrialization. There are 38 registered trade unions 

(Registered under the Trade Union Act, 1926) to protect the interest of the 

labor class. 

Labor Welfare 

The building and other construction workers (RE and CS) Act is the 

principal Act to deal with the welfare and social security of building and other 

construction workers of the district. The details of the implementation of the 

Act is given above.  

  Due to construction of the multipurpose project, a total of 97 villages 

(44 villages from un-divided Koraput and 53 villages of Kalahandi District) 

were affected, out of which 65 villages were completely submerged and rest 

partially affected. A total of 6133 families comprising nearly 17,000 people 

were displaced in different phases from 1979 to 1992. Most of the displaced 

families were of lower income group and tribe origins. Major numbers of 

families opted for cash compensation who moved to different places on their 

own choice, whereas few families were resettled by the project authorities. 

They are residing in the rehabilitation clusters constructed by the project. 

The socio-economic conditions of the dam oustees have been changed and 

now they are maintaining a better leaving standard by enhancing their social, 

educational and cultural background except very few exceptions by 

engaging themselves in Agriculture, horticulture, agro based cottage 

industries, dairy piggery, poultry, tailoring, driving, pisciculture, goatry, rope 

making, boating etc. 

Above families of un-divided Koraput District have contributed a lot by 

sacrificing their own paternal properties of agricultural land and home-stead 

land for the sake of the Nation and converted barren land of Kalahandi 

District to a full-fledged fertile land of cultivation and increased the 

agricultural productivity of the state as a whole. An area of 32,530.87 

Hectare of land has been acquired from the two districts for construction of 

the reservoir. 
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CHAPTER-VI 

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 

History of Indigenous Banking in the District 

Historically, banking in Kalahandi for the past few centuries was limited 

to lending of cash and grains by the professional money lenders, rich 

agriculturists, Gountias, Sahukars, Kabuliwallah etc.  Normally, the rate of 

interest was very exorbitant, varying from place to place.  Loans were 

advanced clandestinely and dubious ways of collection of arrears were 

adopted by the money lenders.  Loans were normally availed by mortgage of 

gold/silver ornaments, land, standing crop and tangible assets of the 

borrower. 

The network of money lenders was too inadequate to meet the credit 

demand of poor farmers in vast numbers, who needed money for 

sustenance, farming, marriage and festivals.  During the Durbar 

Administration ―Grain Golas‖ were established to provide paddy loan to the 

needy agriculturists which was then locally called ―Mani Dhan‖.  But these 

were very small organizations to meet the demand. 

Currency and Coinage 

The little white Glossy shells, ―Cyprasa Moneta", which are popularly 

known as cowries, are nowadays rarely seen.  In the past, it played a great 

role in the currency system of the land.  There are evidences of the 

prevalence of Cowries currency in Odisha up to the beginning of 19
th
 

Century.  In 1808, the British Government introduced their own coin called 

Sicca rupee. This hasty step to stop the cowries currency, which constituted 

the exchange medium for a vast majority of people for centuries resulted in 

abnormal fall of price of cowry, upsetting the whole  monetary system and 

causing hardship and miseries to people at large. 

      A few coins that were in circulation at different periods have been 

discovered in the district.  The discovery of a hoard of Pre-Maurya, Maurya 

and post Maurya punch marked coins from Asurgarh attributed to the 4
rd

 

Century B.C or even earlier testify that these coins were in circulation in this 

part of land.  The discovery of four gold coins of Maharaja Prasannamatra, 

the Sarabhapriya king of South Kosala, at Nehena, near Khariar indicates 

that these coins were in circulation during the later part of 6
th
 century AD.  

Khariar region was a part of Kalahandi district.  The district of Kalahandi was 

an integral part of the Ganga Empire which presupposes that the Ganga 

fanam must be in circulation during the Ganga rule. Besides, a few silver 

coins presumably of the Muslim period have been recently discovered in this 
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district. These are preserved in the Odisha State Museum, Bhubaneswar 

and have not yet been properly identified. 

       The East India Company circulated their own coins during British 

successions in India.  These coins and paper currencies were also in 

circulation in the ex-state of Kalahandi. 

The decimal system of coinage was introduced in this district on 1
st
 

April 1957 along with British coins.  Gradually British coins were withdrawn 

from circulation and people got fully adapted to the decimal system of 

coinage.  Coins and paper currency of different denomination issued by 

Reserve Bank of India are in circulation.  SBI has opened 37 branches and 

out of that four branches are currency chest branches.  Through this network 

of SBI, Commercial branch at RRBs and other banks, currency notes are 

made available to the public.  In branches of SBI, torn and partially damaged 

notes are exchanged. During Kalahandi Utsav, SBI every year opens a 

counter to exchange torn notes and to provide coins. 

Banking 

Emergence of Institutional Credit System-The condition of scarcity 

and exploitation in the area of credit availability was marginally eased with 

the amendment of Odisha Co-operative Societies Act. This facilitated 

advancing of paddy loans to needy agriculturists under ―Crop Loan System‖. 

Availability of crop loan got a further boost with the opening of the 

Bhawanipatna Central Cooperative Bank (BCCB) on 13
th
 October 1949. 

PACS (Primary Agricultural Societies) were organized and BCCB 

endeavored to expand credit availability opportunities in the district. In 1958, 

State Bank of India opened its branch at Bhawanipatna to facilitate 

availability of currency to the cooperative Sector and to participate in 

development of Trade and Agriculture. In 1969 major Banks of the country 

were nationalized. This resulted in rapid expansion of Banking network, 

particularly that of State Bank of India, UCO Bank, IOB, etc. This provided 

opportunity availability of cheap credit in remote tribal areas like Th.Rampur, 

Bengaon, Musanala, Urladani etc. Credit availability to farmers, artisans, 

crafts men etc. got another boost when Kalahandi Anchalaik Gramya Bank 

opened its head office in 1980 at Bhawanipatna and expanded its wings to 

remote rural areas and opened its branches in tribal areas like Gurupur, 

Lanjigarh Road, Madanpur, Mohangiri, etc. Further, from 1992 onwards, 

SHGs were organized to empower rural women and expose them to the 

habit of thrifty credit. This movement of rural women who organized 

themselves in groups of 10-20 availed loans from Bank. It proved to be a 

convenient and instantly available source of credit to a vast number of poor 

rural women. Private Banks, like ICC, HDFC, AXIS, Federal Bank, Muthoot 

Finance etc. have opened their branches in Bhawanipatna and elsewhere. 



187 
 

Vehicle manufacturers like Tata Motors, Mahindra and Mahindra, etc. have 

established their offices to finance their own manufactured vehicles. Money 

lenders were brought under the state scanner after introduction of Odisha 

Money Lenders Act, 1939 and its amendments in 1975 containing rigorous 

punishment for the defaulting money lenders. During emergency in 1975, 20 

point programme was implemented which put the last nail on the coffins of 

money lenders. Today private money lenders do their business but their 

presence is no more palpable. 

Expansion of Banking Network 

During the post-nationalization era i.e. after 1969 rapid expansion of 

Bank branches took place as SBI, Co-operative Banks, RRB, all nationalized 

banks, reputed private banks like, ICICI, HDFC, AXIS, Federal Banks, etc. 

opened their branches in Kalahandi. Co-operative Banks, SBI, RRB and 

nationalized banks, opened their branches at the district headquarters at 

Bhawanipatna and also in the rural areas, whereas private banks opened 

their branches only at Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh. 

Commercial Banks 

On introduction of Lead Bank Scheme, SBI has been assigned with the 

responsibility of ―Lead Bank‖ for the district.  Every year the Lead Bank 

prepares Annual Credit Plan and coordinates among Banks, State 

Government, RBI and other stake-holders for the achievement of investment 

targets under various Bankable Schemes, envisaged in the Annual Credit 

Plan. State Bank of India has today 37 branches with its regional business 

office at Bhawanipatna,  Central Cooperative Bank has 13 branches, 

UtkalGrameen Bank (UGB) has 42 branches, UCO Bank has 4 Branches,  

Bank of India has 3 branches.  Other nationalized banks have 1-2 branches.  

Major private bankers of the country viz- ICCI, HDFC, Axis bank have their 

branches at Bhawanipatna.   

All banks of the district together have mobilized a deposit of 

Rs.2281.87 crores and have advanced a sum of Rs.1390.87 crores by 31
st
 

March 2015.  Credit Deposit (CD) Ratio for the district stands at 61%, slightly 

above the prescribed bench mark of 60%. 

Banking infrastructure 

State Bank of India has the lead responsibility in Kalahandi district.  

The present position of different branches of the banks in the district is given 

in Table-VI-1. 

Present position in the banks 

Bankwise deposits, total Advances (Rs. in crores), CD Ratio and 

advances to priority sectors etc. as on 31.03.2015 are given in Table-VI-1. 
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Table-VI-1 Bankwise deposits, Total Advances (Rs. in crores), CD Ratio 

and Advances to priority sectors etc. 

Bank Branches 
Deposit Advances 

CD 

Ratio% 

Total Advances to 

PS Agri. 

March March March March March 

Allahabad 

Bank 2 33.43 19.99 60 19.15(96%) 10.51(53%) 

Andhra Bank 2 48.52 36.36 75 32.98(91%) 5.62(15%) 

Bank of Baroda 3 55.66 36.42 65 33.15(91%) 9.81(27%) 

Bank of India 3 55.20 42.00 76 40.86(97%) 23.21(55%) 

Canara Bank 1 4.13 3.37 82 2.77(82%) 0.26(8%) 

Central Bank of 

India 1 9.28 1.03 11 0.72(70%) 0.56(54%) 

Corporation 

Bank 3 1.00 0.63 63 0.51(80%) 0.44(69%) 

IDBI Bank 1 25.06 11.58 46 9(78%) 5.27(46%) 

Indian bank 1 11.77 8.92 76 7.89(88%) 1.41(16%) 

Indian 

Overseas Bank 4 88.50 38.22 43 36.43(95%) 19.17(50% 

Oriental Bank 

of Commerce 1 13.85 5.55 40 3.83(69%) 1.5(27%) 

Punjab 

National bank 2 21.45 15.50 72 14.13(91%) 5.54(36%) 

State Bank of 

India 37 1372.00 601.55 44 438.44(73%) 224.32(37%) 

Syndicate 

Bank 1 0.26 0.00 1 0(0%) 0(0%) 

UCO Bank 4 37.71 27.71 73 27.39*99%) 13.58(49%) 

Union Bank 1 24.79 12.42 50 12.42(100%) 5.37(43%) 

United Bank of 

India 1 1.24 1.76 142 1.72(97%) 0.3(17%) 

Public Sector 

Bank Total 68 1803.86 863.02 48 681.4(79%) 326.85(38%) 

Axis Bank Ltd. 2 91.71 39.90 44 38.85(97%) 16.62(42%) 

DCB Bank Ltd. 1 2.64 4.69 177 4.57(98%) 4.32(92%) 

Federal Bank 1 0.95 0.68 72 0.58(86%) 0.58(86%) 

HDFC Bank 2 44.53 12.39 28 6.88(56%) 3.03(24%) 

ICICI Bank 1 24.82 7.07 28 5.36(76%) 4.44(63%) 

Private Sector 

Bank Total 7 164.65 64.73 39 56.25(87%) 28.99(45%) 

Utkal Grameen 

Bank 41 228.50 299.05 131 280.97(94%) 229.6(77%) 

RRB Total 41 228.50 299.05 131 280.97(94%) 229.6(77%) 

BCCB 13 84.87 163.48 193 157.24(96%) 157.24(96%) 

Co-Op. Bank 

Total 13 84.87 163.48 193 157.24(96%) 157.24(96%) 

Grand Total 129 2281.87 1390.28 61 1175.86(85%) 742.68(53%) 

It is observed that the CD Ratio of all banks in Kalahandi district up to 

March 2015 is 61% against the National ratio of 60%. Out of the total 

advance of Rs 1390.28 crores during 2014-15, a sum of Rs 742.68 crores 

has been financed to the Agriculture Sector. 
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State Bank of India alone has made an investment of Rs 601.55 crores, 

which amounts to 43.29 % of total credit extended by all the banks of the 

district.  Utkal Grameen Bank has lent Rs 299.05 crores and BCCB has lent 

a sum of Rs 163.48 crores during the year 2014-15.  A  Statement detailing 

the deposit/Advance level of all Banks is given in Table-1. 

Banking Activities in the District  

During the past three decades Banks have innovated many Bankable 

Schemes to cater to the need of all eligible sections of the society.  For small 

loans, Lending to Government Sponsored Schemes, Priority-Sector loans,   

security norms have been liberalized.  Financing to meritorious students for 

higher education, Housing, MSMEs, Transport Operators, Rural Godowns 

and to sponsored schemes for generation of employment opportunity by 

Government of India and State Government from time to time and Loans to 

employees of Government Organizations and pensioners are major credit 

absorbing activities of the banks.  Besides crop loan and other agricultural 

loans, schemes like Prime Minister‘s Employment Generation Program, 

Swarna Jayanti Sahari Rojgar Yojana, finance to SC/ST and scavengers are 

well implemented by the banks every year. Similarly, different attractive 

deposit schemes have also been designed by various Banks to attract 

deposits from public. It will be observed from the table-1 that all bank 

branches of the district have mobilized a deposit of Rs. 2281.87. This 

indicates, very affirmatively about the consistently improving financial 

condition of the people of the district particularly after the commission of 

multi-purpose Indravati Project and the availability of credit through the vast 

network of Bank branches.  

However, it is observed from the statement of deposit / advances as on 

31.03.2015, private bank branches have not achieved impressively in the 

area of delivery of credit particularly in Agriculture and priority sector lending. 

Credit Deposit Ratio of private banks varies from 44% (AXIS Bank), 28% 

(HDFC / ICICI). Private banks however, have participated in Priority Sector 

as Agricultural lending. All the banks together have financed a sum of 

742.68 crores in Agriculture Sector, whereas private banks, have invested 

only 28.99 crores. Similarly in the area of Priority Sector lending all Banks of 

the district have financed Rs. 1175.86 crores, out of which private banks 

have invested Rs. 56.25crores.   

Establishment of Rural Self-Employment Training Institute 

In addition to normal banking activities, State Bank of India has 

established one Rural Self Employment Training Institute for the district at 

Beheraguda, Bhawanipatna on 07.03.2011. The institute targets BPL youths 

in imparting skill development training and runs on residential basis.  So far, 

the institute has conducted 19 training programs in 2013-14 and has trained 

499 persons. In 2014-15, through the National Skill Development 

Programme about 700 youths are being trained with various skill trades 
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through franchise institutes and are employed in various Government 

/Private Sectors. 

Financial Literacy and Credit Counseling Centre (FLCC) 

Financial Literacy and Credit Counseling Centre have started 

functioning at RSETI, Beheraguda, Bhawanipatna since 16.01.2012.  FLCC 

Counseling will provide necessary guidance to the public in general 

regarding various deposit, advance, and Insurance and Mutual Fund 

products offered by various banks operating in Kalahandi district. 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) 

All the banks and the State Bank of India in particular have participated 

in this yojana. The branches of SBI have financed 1616 units with a total 

amount of Rs.3300389.14 under this scheme. Other banks have financed 

Rs. 1383.75 lakhs by the end of 25.10.15 under Mudra Yojana. 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

Opening of SB A/Cs under Pradhan Mantri Jan DhanYojana is going 

on. SBI have opened 75,158 SB A/Cs as on 31
st
 March 2015 under this 

Scheme and all the other Banks together have opened 92,373 A/Cs. 

Kissan Credit Cards 

Union Finance Minister in his budget speech in Feb 2014 announced 

the innovative Kissan Credit Cards, which proved to be convenient to 

farmers.  During 2014-15, SBI has issued 21,875 Kissan Credit Cards and 

other banks have issued 32,962 cards (Total no.=54,837). 

Financing to Self Help Groups (SHGs) 

Self Help Groups came in to existence either on their own or through 

the efforts of SHPIs in the early nineties. Its main purpose was to extend 

mutual help through thrift and savings. The SHG method is considered as 

the most effective and supplementary credit delivery method for linking the 

poorest of the poor, mostly women, with the Banks.  SHGs are promoted 

mainly by ICDS, NGOs, Blocks and Banks.  Banks are financing to SHG for 

their income generating activities.  This has resulted in women 

empowerment and facilitated easy availability of credit to the most deprived 

members of the society.  As on 31
st
 March 2015, there are 10,839 SHGs in 

the district and out of them 3279 SHGs have been funded under various 

Government Schemes to the extent of Rs. 2436,92 Lakhs. Credit support 

extended to SHGs since 2007-08 till 2015 is enclosed at Statement-3.  

DSMS, Kalahandi have provided support in marketing, training and 

infrastructure to Artisan SHGs.   
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Modernization of Banks  

Availability of modern banking in almost all nationalized banks and 

many private banks has smoothened the function some of the facilities are 

mentioned below. 

a. Transfer of funds-Electronically fund is transferred to other banks 

and to other stations of the same bank through schemes like RTGS 

(Real Time Gross Settlement) and NEFT (National Electronic Fund 

Transfer) this has helped quick transfer of funds. Multifunctional 

ATMs, where deposits and withdrawals can be made have also 

started functioning. 

b. Swayam-This is a passbook printing machine which the customer 

can use himself. 

c. Electronic drop box-It accepts and acknowledges receipts of 

instruments via cheque and drafts etc. and appropriates to the right 

place. 

d. INBC (internet banking)-The customer can carry on bank 

transactions from home. 

e. SMS facilities-Debits and credits are informed to the customer by 

SMS. 

f. Tele Banking-Call centers have been opened by SBI and other 

banks through which a customer can make bank transactions like 

balance enquiry, fund transfer etc. 

g. SBI Buddy-It is a mobile wallet through which money transfer can be 

made through a mobile without involving the bank. 

h. Green Channel Center-This channel is used for paperless 

transaction. 

i. Banking on wheels-The Bhawanipatna Central cooperative bank has 

introduced this scheme in un-banked areas. 

Establishment of Kalahandi Anchalik Gramya Bank (KAGB) 

Kalahandi Anchalik Gramya Bank was established by SBI in 1980 to 

facilitate availability of credit in the remote rural areas of the district. In 2006, 

it merged with Utkal Gramya Bank and again in 2010 it merged with Utkal 

Grameen Bank with headquarterss at Bolangir. One Regional Office for the 

district functions at Bhawanipatna. Today this bank has 42 branches. It has 

mobilized Rs. 228.50 crores of deposits and lent Rs. 299.05 crores out of 

which 229.60 crores is provided for Agriculture sector as on 31
st
 March 

2015. The activities of Gramya Bank are given in Table VI-2.In addition to 

the Banking networks of commercial Banks, Vehicle manufacturing 

companies like Tata Motors, Mahindra and Mahindra have their own outfit to 
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finance the purchase of their vehicles. Another financing institute operating 

at Bhawanipatna is Muthoot Finance which is giving loan against pledge of 

Gold ornaments and has various deposit schemes.    

Table-VI-2 Activities of Gramya Bank 

Financial 
Year 

SHG 
Group 

Physical Target Financial Target( in 
Lakh) 

Physical 
Achievement 

Financial Achievement 
(in Lakh) 

Group Individual Group Individual Group Individual Group Individual 

2007-08 10093 321 356 1075.00 3.56 321 356 1115.00 3.56 

2008-09 10093 380 1125 1100.00 11.25 375 1120 1125.00 11.25 

2009-10 10249 426 1176 1176.00 11.76 399 1155 1668.79 11.55 

2010-11 10249 486 1140 1352.81 11.40 439 1374 1832.20 13.74 

2011-12 10450 531 0 1775.96 0 521 0 1775.96 0 

2012-13 10839 6000 0 4500.00 0 1555 0 2075.96 0 

2013-14 10839 6000 0 6000.00 0 3541 0 1874.76 0 

2014-15 10839 4000 0 4000.00 0 3279 0 2463.92 0 

2015-16 10839 2800 0 3600.00 0 224 0 153.36 0 

 

Various SHG groups have been financed by different banks, which are 

given in table VI-3 

Table-VI-3 Details of IB (institution building) and CB (capacity Building) 

Fund (in rupee) released to Producer Groups under OLM up to May, 

2015 

Name of Producers Group No. of 
Members 

Bank and 
Branch Name 

Account Number Capacity 
Building 

Institution 
Building 

Total Expenditure 

MaaTulsi Producers Group At- 
Karlaguda, GP-Temera, Block- 
Koksara 

30 Axis Bank, 
Bhawanipatna 

913010033049520 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

Woodcraft Producer Group At- 
Khairpadar, GP- Khairpadar, 
Block- Dhramgarh 

30 SBI, 
Dharamgarh 

33207871016 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

Poultry Producer Group, At- 
Banipanga GP- Lanjigarh, 
Block- Lanjigarh 

40 IOB, Lanjigarh 68901000004595 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

MaaManikeswari Terracotta 
Development Federation At- 
Malgunda, GP- Bauxitulsipali, 
Block- Junagarh 

30 SBI, Junagarh 33026515916 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

MaaManikeswariAgarbati, At- 
Tentulikhunti, GP- 
Tentulikhunti, Block- 
Bhawanipatna 

40 UCO Bank, 
Bhawanipatna 

22200110030660 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

MaaSamalai Woodcraft 
Produicer Group, At- 
Rengalpali, Po- Bandigaon, 
Block- Jaipatna 

30 Axis Bank, 
Bhawanipatna 

913010056127180 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

MaaGayatriIAgarbatiProducter 
Group, At- Damodarpur, Po- 
Duarsuni, Via- Bhawanipatna 

30 UtkalGramya 
Bank, 
Bhawanipatna 

84010707921 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

JagakalaAgarbati Producer 
Group At- Beheraguda, Po- 
Chichia, Block- Golamunda 

30 Axis Bank, 
Dharamgarh 

914010007600464 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

Rudrapal Terracotta Producer 
Group At/Po- Kaliakundal, Via- 
Junagarh 

30 Axis Bank, 
Bhawanipatna 

914010017352139 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 

MaaTulasi Spices Producer 
Group At/Po- Palas, Block- 
Junagarh 

30 Uco Bank, 
Junagarh 

22510110035092 21000.00 72500.00 93500.00 54500.00 
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Post Office Savings Bank  

Because of its widespread network in the remote areas of the district, 

post offices have proved to be most popular and reliable for safe keeping of 

savings.  Kalahandi has a postal division since 14.11.1998, with class-II 

status, with headquarters at Bhawanipatna.  There are 308 post offices of 

various categories operating in Kalahandi district.  Because of proximity, 

reliability and better rate of interest post offices mobilize substantial amount 

of deposits through SB, RD, TD A/Cs, monthly income account scheme, 

senior citizen‘s saving scheme, 15 year PPF A/C( Personal Provident Fund 

Account), Sukanya Samridihi A/C, KishanVikashPatra and National Saving 

Certificate (NSC) etc. The details of deposit mobilized by Post Offices under 

SB, RD, and TD (Term Deposit) Schemes since 2010-11 to 2014-15 is 

enclosed (Table VI-4). Deposit schemes of post offices are also marketed by 

District Small Saving Office, Sub-divisional Small Saving Office of SEOs in 

the Bank Offices.  

Table-VI-4 Information on Progress on SB, RD and TD Accounts 

(Amount in Rs.) 

Year SB Account RD Account TD Account 

No. of 

Account 

Amount 

deposited 

No. of 

Account 

Amount 

deposited 

No. of 

Account 

Amount 

deposited 

2010-11 224175 466666127 772540 164319260 15223 41731200 

2011-12 229380 552942316 80740 204216160 16092 40560800 

2012-13 259045 457860897 81667 217239300 17265 36363800 

2013-14 271044 502947811 119577 252740085 19424 59958200 

2014-15 288975 538002040 164173 311154875 21814 78990200 

Cooperative Banks and Credit Societies 

Seventy One (71) PACs (Primary Agricultural Societies) and 6 LAMPs 

are functioning.  In addition to PACs and LAMPs, 02 RMCs (Regional 

Marketing Cooperative Societies) are at Junagarh and at Kesinga.  

Bhawanipatna Central Cooperative Bank (BCCB) is functioning since 1950. 

Today BCCB have 11 branches, supported by the membership of 169 

societies, 1658 individuals and the State Government Societies have 

contributed Rs 1962.81 lakhs, individuals have contributed Rs 41.39 lakhs 

and the State Government has contributed Rs 135.00 lakhs towards share 

capital of the Bank.  As on 31.03.2015, BCCB has borrowed Rs 10578.57 

lakh from OSCB and it has extended loan of Rs.23,182.06/-lakhs. The level 

of NPA of the Bank is hovering around 10% during last five years. 

The Regional Cooperative Marketing Society (RCMS) 

These societies had been created to provide market yards, logistics, 

fare price of produce, storing support to farmers etc. There are two RCMS 

situated at Junagarh and Kesinga. Unfortunately both are not in a functional 
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state and have incurred loss. The RCMS at Bhawanipatna with headquarters 

at Kesinga and Junagarh have accumulated a loss of Rs.82,81,314/-  and 

Rs.83,11,747.56 respectively as on 31.03.2011. The assets of Kesinga 

RCMS amounts to (in Rupees) 129.90 lakhs and that of Junagarh is 543.50 

lakhs approximately. The liabilities of Kesinga and Junagarh RCMS are 

97.97 lakhs (Member share -10.0, govt share – 6.81, payble to MARKFED-

.65.0, Others- 16.16) and 201.54 lakhs of Rupees (Member share -0.29, 

Government share – 11.38, payable to MARKFED-.12.14, Others- 177.73) 

respectively. Each RCMS has a staff of 2 clerks and 1 peon. The business of 

Kesinga rent godown and shop, marketing of fertilizer- Rs.575268.0 p.a. nd 

Rs. 17792.0 as earned income margin, seeds- Rs.247500.0 and Rs.10300.0 

as earned  commission, other – Rs.3485524.0 and Rs.38863.0 as earned 

income margin. Similarly the business of Junagarh RCMS rents 5 godowns 

(out of 10- the other 5 are attached to rice mill) and shop-Rs.73,200.0 p.a. 

The rice Mill at Junagarh is in damaged condition and is for sale. These 

RCMS are audited up to 2009-10 for Kesinga and 2010-11 for Junagarh. 

The Profit loss, Sale Purchase of assets list of the said RMCs is enclosed in 

the tables VI-5,6 and 7. They are no more purchasing Agricultural Produces 

from the farmers. 

Table-VI-5 Income and Expenditure (in lakhs) of the R.C.Ms Ltd, 

Kesinga. 

Year Income Expenditure 

2010-11 20419218 20426811 

2011-12 25891674 25874023 

2012-13 17453263 17474750 

2013-14 5857821 5825651 

2014-15 5896158 5535520 

 

Table-VI-6 Business turn over(in lakhs) of R.C.Ms Ltd, Kesinga 

Year Purchase Sale Profit 

2010-11 4099352 4524524 425172 

2011-12 5596913 5736352 139439 

2012-13 2672095 2759905 87810 

2013-14 1049819 1087814 37995 

2014-15 1395036 1447010 51974 

 

Table-VI-7 Total Properties of the RMCs 
Land and Building 

Godowns Shops Land Office Room Staff Room 

9 7 2.89 A 1 1 

Approximate value of the properties is Rs 1.00 Crore. 
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PACSs 

 PACS are working as the agent of Odisha Civil Supplies Corporation of 

purchasing paddy from farmers at MSP (Minimum Support Price) fixed by 

Government. A comprehensive statement of paddy procured by PACs since 

2009-10 till 2014-15 is given in Table-VI-8. It will be observed that PACS 

have purchased 513058.499 metric tons of rice from farmers @ Rs. 1360/- 

P.Q, the total cost beimg Rs.96,775.95 lakhs.  

Table-VI-8 Information on Procurement of Paddy by PACS as agent of 

OSCSC Ltd. 

Year Season No. of 

PACS 

No. of 

PPCS 

No. of 

Farmers 

Quantity(in 

MT) 

Value of Paddy 

Rate 

per Qntl 

Amount in 

Lakhs 

2009-10 

  

  

Khariff 74 74 26225 197468.429 1000.00 19746.84 

Rabi 18 18 4071 39979.606 1000.00 3997.96 

Total 74 92 30296 237448.034   23744.80 

2010-11 

  

  

Khariff 75 96 42617 184520.812 1000.00 18452.08 

Rabi 25 29 2279 144658.361 1000.00 14465.84 

Total 75 125 65408 329179.173   32917.92 

2011-12 

  

  

Khariff 64 85 41651 181193.424 1080.00 19568.89 

Rabi 19 24 7456 47851.105 1080.00 5167.92 

Total 64 109 49107 229044.529   24736.81 

2012-13 

  

  

Khariff 74 113 64098 340411.477 1250.00 42551.43 

Rabi 26 55 19921 128649.817 1250.00 16081.23 

Total 100 168 84019 469061.294   58632.66 

2013-14 

  

  

Khariff 74 129 58999 327084.605 1310.00 42848.08 

Rabi 41 59 17355 112772.940 1310.00 14773.26 

Total 115 188 76354 439857.545   57621.34 

2014-15 

  

  

Khariff 74 132 53603 314265.840 1360.00 42740.15 

Rabi 41 65 29144 198792.659 1360.00 27035.80 

Total 115 197 82747 513058.499   69775.95 

CARD 

There are two Co-operative Agriculture of Rural Bank (CARD) in the 

district. Each at Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh are unable to undertake 

agricultural lending activities, due to fund crunch. 

General and Life Insurance  

In addition to the Life Insurance Corporation of India, Banks like SBI, 

ICCI, HDFC are also doing good business both in life, health and goods 

insurance. Oriental Insurance and United India Insurance are the major 

players in the district.  Private insurance like Bajaj Insurance and Effco-

Tokyo companies have also their offices in the district. 

Life Insurance Corporation of India which has a branch at 

Bhawanipatna operates with two more satellite offices.  LIC during 2011-12 

have insured 18,572 policies and have total premium of Rs 950.83 lakhs, in 

2012-13, have insured 22,775 persons and have earned a premium of Rs 

1114.87 lakhs, in 2013-14 number of person insured is 20727 and premium 

of Rs 1340.91 lakhs was earned.  During 2014-15 total numbers 11,782 
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persons were insured and premium of Rs 1340.91 lakhs were earned.  

During 2014-15, total numbers of 11,782 persons were insured and premium 

of Rs 1401.96 lakhs were earned. LIC also deals with Health Insurance.  LIC 

as on date have 598 Agents, 20 no. of Dev. Officers and 110 number of club 

member agents to mobilize business. LIC have also agreement with 10 no. 

of major commercial Banks in the district to procure business. 

Postal Life Insurance Scheme (PLI) 

 Post Offices have insured , 2480 persons through PLI and the total 

sum assured is Rs 12, 76,016000.00(Table VI-9).  

Table-VI-9 Volume of business under PLIand RPLI since (2010-2015) 

Year PLI RPLI 

No. of Policies Sum Assured No. of Policies Sum Assured 

2010-11 3739 321284000 18441 954732000 

2011-12 4056 389024000 26561 1140767000 

2012-13 4616 499429000 29066 1251172000 

2013-14 4858 562599000 32408 1422449000 

2014-15 5181 674009000 35076 1609670000 

Pradhan Mantri Surakshya Bima Yojana (PMSBY) 

 Along with this Scheme new insurance Schemes like Pradhan Mantri 

Surakshya BimaYojana, which is basically an Accident Insurance Scheme.   

Crop Insurance under National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) 

The National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIs) is being 

implemented in this district for seven notified crops like paddy, ground nut, 

maize, nizer, cotton, Red gram and banana.  For paddy, GP is the unit, for 

other crops, Block is the unit.  Both the loaner as well as non-loaner farmers 

of the district are availing the insurance facility.  It is compulsory for loaner 

farmers and is optional for non-loaner farmers. 

Biju Krushak Kalyan Yojana 

This Scheme of Health Insurance, introduced by the State Government, 

coverage up to 5 members of one family up to limit of Rs 1.00 Lakhs is 

available. Two lakhs sixty two thousands nine hundred thirty six (2, 62,936) 

farmers of this district have already been issued with the health insurance 

cards under this scheme. 

State Assistance to Industrial Developments 

To promote industrial development in the district, one District Industries 

Centre has been established at Bhawanipatna in 1978, which is headed by 

one General Manager. Extension Officer of IPIs are posted across the 

district for extension and support services of entrepreneurs. 
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Trade and Commerce, Course of Trade 

In early times, trade and commerce were carried on through the river 

Tel. Most probably there was traffic in oil and export of rhinoceros hide.  

Rice, oil seed, pulses of Gram Merchants also sailed with their merchandise 

with different places and there are evidences to indicate the cultural and 

commercial intercourse of Kalahandi with prosperous towns like Kausambi 

and Ahichhatra in Northern India during the days of the Mauryas. Besides, 

the finding of Kushan coins and pottery in this district indicates the cultural 

and commercial relation of Kalahandi region with the Kushan Empire during 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 Century AD. 

During the feudatory rule, good roads were built through which 

transportation of merchandised goods were carried on.  Raipur on which this 

district was dependent for procurement of goods, were connected by road, 

by construction of small bridges over small streams.  A railway line from 

Vizianagaram passes through the district on its way to Raipur.  It was 

opened to traffic in 1932.  As a consequence, those places where railway 

stations were built developed into prosperous trading centers both for import 

and export of goods.  Kesinga, Rupra Road, Narla Road etc are examples of 

that.  This railway line has coverage of 44 Kms with 5 railway stations.  Long 

standing demand of the district was fulfilled on 11.08.2012, when Lanjigarh 

Road-Junagarh rail line was inaugurated, facilitating rail link between 

Bhawanipatna to Bhubaneswar and Raipur. This rail line could link 

Bhawanipatna, the district headquarters with major trade centers like Raipur, 

Sambalpur, Rourkela, Vizayanagaram and Bolangir. This has facilitated 

faster movement of Traders for procurements of merchandised goods from 

Raipur, Calcutta, Vizayanagram, Cuttack, etc.  

Now National Highways starting from Boriguma to Bargarh and 

Gopalpur Port to Raipur pass through Kalahandi district.  The total length of 

N.H is 332.74 Kms.  Some areas of Th.Rampur, Lanjigarh and M.Rampur 

were inaccessible.  Availability of good roads, those are now connected try 

very good roads. Wellspread network of good roads, a robust agrarian 

economy of a credit support of 127 bank branches have contributed to 

consistent at substantial growth in the trade and commerce of the district.  

Import and Export 

Pre-Independence Period-During the period of rulers in Kalahandi, 

only agricultural produces like rice, grain, pulses, oil seeds were in surplus, 

after meeting consumption requirement of local people.  Therefore main 

exported items were rice, pulses, forest produces, timber, oil seeds, lak, etc.  

Goods imported to the district were salt, clothes, spices, brass utensils, 

petroleum, grocery goods and fancy articles. 
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Post-Independence Period 

Trade and commerce were based upon agro products and forest 

products.  The main items those were traded out of the district were rice, oil 

seeds, rice bran, Kendu leafs, Mahua flower, bamboo, timber, mirobalm, 

hides of skins, tamarind etc. and goods like sugar, petrol, salt, potato, 

cement, grocery, medicines, utensils were imported to the District to meet 

demands of local people. Trade of this district was done mostly with Raipur. 

Besides, goods were also exported to places like Kolkata, Kharagpur, 

Mumbai, Vizayanagaram, Palasa, Siliguri, Calicut, New Delhi, Asansol, 

Nagpur, etc. 

In Post-Independent era, roads were constructed to remote tribal areas 

like Th.Rampur, M.Rampur, Lanjigarh etc. which facilitated convenient and 

cheaper transportation of agricultural produces like Maize, Millets, Grams, 

Mustard, Niger, etc. and NTFP items were also procured from those areas 

by local traders and Government Agencies like TDCC. Commissioning of 

Multi PurposeHydro electric Project like Indravati Project, Paddy production 

grew by galloping proportion and Kalahandi is the second highest paddy 

producing district in the state.  

Consequently this has resulted in establishment of 106 rice mills with 

total investments of Rs. 4949.85 lakhs. They have a milling capacity of 

3,90,831 MT. Rice mills are mostly located in Dharamgarh Sub-division, ‗the 

rice bowl of Kalahandi‘ and in Kesinga Block. The other ramification of 

production of paddy is huge volumes of 7,29,600 MT (2014).There is growth 

in farm mechanization, fertilizer and pesticide Agricultural Tools. Income of 

the farming community of Dharamgarh and other irrigated areas like 

Karlamunda and M.Rampur Blocks (irrigated by Utei Project) grew manifold 

and so also their purchasing power. This had contributed to expansion of 

trading activities like readymade garments, cosmetics, fast food, grocery 

articles, electronic goods, medicines, etc.  

The Odisha Civil Supplies Corporation is the major purchaser of paddy. 

They are purchasing paddy at MSP (Rs. 1360 in 2015) through PACS in the 

Mandis identified and proclaimed for the purpose. PACS have procured in 

2014-15, 513058.49 MT of paddy worth Rs. 96,775.95 Lakhs. Seeds 

Corporation of Odisha also has purchased in 2014-15 about 2500 quintals of 

paddy from farmers. Kalahandi is the highest cotton producing district of the 

State (52,313 MT). Thousands of farmers of the district have switched over 

to cotton cultivation in almost all Blocks. Three nos. of Jinning Mills have 

been established. Cotton is marketed at the market yards built by State 

Government at Karlapada and Utkela. Cotton is being purchased in the 

cotton yards by Cotton Corporation of India, local ginning Mills and many 

private dealers from Odisha and outside. Spinning mills established at 
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Kesinga and Bhawanipatna are in dysfunctional condition. Cotton cultivation 

has also caused enormous development in the trade and commerce of the 

district. Shops of cotton seeds, Pesticides, Fertilizer, sprayers etc. have 

been established in large number. Other major agricultural products like 

Niger, mustard, pulses, grams, tamarind, hill-brooms, NTFP(Non-Timber 

Forest Product) items are being traded at major trading centers of the district 

viz. Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Utkela, M.Rampur, Kalampur, Jaipatna, 

Rupraroad, Ampani, Koksara, Junagarh, Ladugaon, Behera, Dharamgarh, 

Narla etc. NTFP are procured by TDCC a Government agency and largely 

by Private Traders. DSMS, Kalahandi also markets NTFP, their achievement 

during 2014-15 is given in Table VI-9. Mines based industries like M/s. 

Vedanta Alumina, Lanjigarh and M/s Kalinga Graphites at Podkhasman 

(Kesinga) are functioning in the district.  Two Rice bran oil extraction plants 

are running at Kesinga. Other industrial units like Bread and Bakery, nut-bolt 

industry, Drinking water (6 nos. units), Plastic Industry etc. and other 294 no. 

of MSME units engaged in manufacturing of Gate, Grills etc. have 

substantially contributed to the growth of trade and commerce of the district. 

With a robust agrarian economy good purchasing power available with the 

rice and cotton farmers, of the irrigated area, trading activities of readymade 

garments, electronic goods, food items, computer and peripherals, building 

materials have gone up. Bicycles, motor bikes etc. have increased manifold.  

Government Agencies are investing enormous amount in infrastructural 

developments like road, buildings and drinking water, etc. This has also 

contributed to trading of cement, iron rods, construction equipment, and 

transportation vehicles. Due to rise in purchasing power of people, number 

of shops to sale bicycles, motor bikes and small transport vehicles have 

been established at Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Junagarh, Dharamgarh, etc.  

Wholesale dealers of clothes, medicine, grains, rice are trading at 

Kesinga, Bhawanipatna, Dharamgah, Junagarh, Rupraroad. The exact 

number of them could not be ascertained.  

There are 3782 registered dealers in the district, which include 3350 

TIN dealers and 432 SIRN dealers. During 2010-11, there existed only 2164 

registered dealers and over the years it has grown substantially by adding 

259 new dealers during 2011-12, 353 during 2012-13, 449 dealers during 

2013-14 and 587 new dealers during 2014-15 (Statistics from Commercial 

Tax department). The business activities in the district generate Rs. 100/- 

crores as commercial taxes revenue and thus contribute to the exchequer in 

a big way (Table-VI-10).  
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Table-VI-10 Marketing of NTFP Products through DSMS Kalahandi in 2014-15 

Sl. No. Items Potentiality(Quintals) 

1 Char Seed 1000 

2 Mohua Seed 1000 

3 Thorn Broom 50 

4 Tamarind 2000 

5 Anla 1000 

6 Bahada 3000 

7 Harida 1500 

8 Hill Brooom 1000 

9 Siali Leaf 2000 

10 SialiFibre 500 

11 Babul Seed 500 

12 Neem Seed 800 

13 Kusum Seed 250 

14 Karanja Seed 50 

 

Marketing of Handicraft 

Woodcraft 

made of teak 

wood has earned 

name for the 

district. This craft 

is produced 

through artisan, 

SHGs of 

Khairpadar, 

Rengalpali and 

Bhawanipatna. 

Through the 

assistance of 

DSMS, these 

artisans go to 

various exhibitions to their products. During 2013-14 these SHGs have sold 

products worth of Rs. 33,15,973.00. Only in KalahandiUtsav, goods worth of 

13,52,673 had been sold. SHG-wise statement of goods sold is presented in 

Table-10.  
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Sisal Crafts 

Further 45 sisal crafts men are engaged in sisal craft at Sirol village of 

Kesinga Block. Industries department has trained these crafts men for skill 

upgradation and modern tool kits have been provided to them at highly 

subsidized rate (90% subsidy). These crafts men are assisted to sell their 

products at State / District level exhibitions. Craft village training has been 

completed at village Janakpur of Bhawanipatna Block where 30 sales 

women of 02 SHGs groups have been engaged.  

Stone Craft Cluster at Kandagarh 

There are about 80 crafts men working in Kandagarh. State 

Government has provided them training for skill upgradation. Kits and tools 

have been supplied, 90% of the cost of which has been subsidized. The 

craftsmen are assisted to sell their crafts in state and district level exhibition. 

In addition to the impressive growth in agriculture, the Government of 

India and State Government spent huge sum in infrastructure development 

and other developmental activities across the district. Due to improvement in 

road condition, mobility of buyers and sellers to different trade centers have 

improved. This has enhanced the purchasing power of farmers and even of 

people in other sectors. It has caused growth in demand in construction 

material, electrical goods, cosmetics, processed food items, readymade 

garments, medicines, shoes, agriculture equipments, fertilizers, pesticides, 

mobile phones, computer and electronic goods etc. Otherwise dormant 

commercial centres like Dharamgarh, Junagarh, Kesinga, Bhawanipatna, 

Jaipatna, Kalampur, M. Rampur, Narla, Utkela, Ampani, Rupra Road, 

Ladugaon, Koksara etc. are today vibrant centers of trading activities. 

Transportation of goods are normally carried on roads.  

This district has only one large scale industry called M/s Vedanta 

Alumina Ltd at Lanjigarh. In the manufacturing sector goods manufactured in 

the district included tyre, tube, readymade garments, tobacco units, rice mill, 

mineral water (Aqua), agricultural implements, edible oil, granite slabs etc.  

Weekly Market (HaaT) 

Weekly markets in the remote areas provide an ageold platform both 

sale and purchase of agricultural produces, grocery items, food items like 

veg., dry-fish, rice, dal etc. Readymade garments, clothes, kerosene, 

cosmetics are also available in these markets. Traders come to the weekly 

markets to purchase agricultural products at a cheaper rate. NTPF products 

are also available for sale in some weekly markets. Trade of cattle, goat also 

take place in some weekly markets like Utkela, Dharamgarh, Balipada in a 

large scale. List of weekly markets operating in the district is at Table VI-11. 
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Table-VI-11 Weekly Markets (HAATs) 

 
Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Block Name of the 

Gram Panchayats 

Location of 

Weekly Market  

Day of Operation  

01 Bhawanipatna Artal Artal  

Paina Paina  

Borbhata Borbhata Friday 

Borda Borda Sunday  

Karlapada Madingapadar Wednesday  

Deypur Deypur Wednesday  

Dadpur Dadpur Friday 

Kalam Kalam  

Kutrukhamar Gobra  

Chahagaon Chahagaon Saturday 

02 Th.Rampur Gopalpur Gopalpur Friday  

Kaniguma Kaniguma Saturday  

Gunpur Saisurni Sunday  

Mahulpatna Mahulpatna Wednesday  

Th.Rampur Th.Rampur Wednesday  

Dumerpadar Dumerpadar Tuesday  

03 M.Rampur M.Rampur M.Rampur Tuesday  

Mohangiri Mohangiri Wednesday 

Madanpur Madanpur Wednesday 

Barabandha Barabandha Friday  

04 Narla Bahanpur Balipada Monday 

Sarian Sarian Monday 

Sergarh Sergarh Saturday  

Narla Narla Sunday  

Raxi Gudipadar Tuesday  

Rupra Rupra Tuesday  

Takarla Takaria Saturday  

Palam Palam  

Santpur Santpur Wednesday  

05 Lanjigarh Bijepur Bijepur Wednesday  

Lanjigarh Lanjigarh Saturday, Sunday  

Lanjigarh Road Lanjigarh Road Sunday  

Biswanathpur Biswanathpur Friday  

Bandhpari Dangarijore Wednesday  

Bengaon Bengaon Friday  

Lanji Musanal Thursday  

06 Jaipatna Jaipatna Jaipatna Thursday  

Mukhiguda Mukhiguda Sunday  

Baner Baner Saturday  

Dhansuli Dhansuli Saturday  

Bandigaon Gungunia Tuesday  

Ranmal Ranmal Friday 

Uchhala Uchhala Friday  

Uchhala Kumjore Wednesday  

Sargiguda Sargiguda Friday  

Mangalpur Mangalpur Tuesday  

Badpujhariguda Piplguda Sunday  

Badkorlakot Badkorlakot Monday  

Rengalpali Rengalpali Tuesday  
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07 Kesinga Utkela Utkela Thursday  

Pastikudi Pastikudi Monday  

Tundla Tundla Saturday  

Parasinga Parasinga Sunday  

Deogaon Deogaon Tuesday  

Gokuleswar Gokuleswar Sunday  

Hatikhoj Hatikhoj Wednesday  

08 Karlamunda Joradobra Joradobra Friday  

Regeda Regeda Monday  

Karlamunda Karlamunda Friday  

Risida Risida Saturday  

09 Kalampur Bandhkana Bandhkana Tuesday  

Badkturu Badkturu Wednesday  

Bijmara Bijmara Monday  

Kalampur Kalampur Sunday  

Mandal Mandal Thursday  

10 Junagarh Mahichala Mahichala Saturday  

Kaliakundal Pilikia Thursday  

Nandol Nandol Friday  

Habaspur Habaspur Tuesday  

Rajpur Rajpur Thursday  

Charbahal Charbahal Monday  

Banijora Banijara Monday  

Budhidara Budhidara Friday  

Mundraguda Chilguda Saturday  

Dasigaon Dasigaon Friday  

Dundelmal Dundelmal Wednesday 

11 Dharamgarh Dharamgarh Dharamgarh Monday, Friday  

Behera Behera Sunday  

Tarapur Tarapur Thursday  

Dumerguda Kirkakani Wednesday  

12 Golamunda Golamunda Golamunda Thursday  

Dhamanpur Dhamanpur Monday  

Chichia Chichia Saturday  

Farang Farang Monday  

Kegaon Kegaon Saturday  

Rengsapali Rengsapali Wednesday  

Mahaling Mahaling Monday  

Khaliakani Khaliakani Sunday  

Brundabahal Brundabahal Wednesday  

Badchergaon Gargab Sunday  

Daspur Daspur Thursday  

Daspur Kumbhari Thursday  

Manjhari Manjhari Thursday  

Chapria Chapria Wednesday  

Kuhura Kuhura Friday  

13 Koksara Koksara Koksara Wednesday  

Ladugaon Ladugaon Monday, Thursday  

Ampani Ampani Saturday  

Rengalpali Kadopadar Saturday  

Moter Moter Thursday  

Kaudola Badkenduguda Monday  

Temra Temra Friday  

Kashibahal Kandabutura Sunday  
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TDCC   

The origin of TDCC (Tribal Development cooperative Corporation Of 

Odisha Ltd), Bhawanipatna branch has come from PSFS scheme of 

Thuamul-Rampur which was under the administrative control of H and T .W 

Department with HQ Th.Rampur. The HQ subsequently was shifted to 

Bhawanipatna in 1973 and was renamed as O.S.T.D.C.S. Further change of 

name took place in 1976 and is called TDCCOL. The objective was to serve 

the tribal people by catering them with essential commodities and their 

essential needs through fair price shops, collecting minor forest products 

and surplus agricultural product. The TDCC is appointed to procure paddy 

from farmers through the SHG / WSHG and Pani Panchayat and output 

CMR and supply to FCI. The corporation has procured paddy to the tune of 

44,634. 36 quintals for Rs.6,07,02,716/-  during 2014-15. The total CMR 

delivered to FCI, Titilagarh is 29,990.26 quintals for Rs.7,36,84,269/- . The 

NTFP (Non-Timber Forest product) procured (in quintals) during 2014-15 is 

Honey-0.50, Mohua seed – 32.88, Scented rice- 0.95, Horse gram-!.0, Black 

gram-2.49, Jowar-1.40 and Harida-78.0. this corporation is serving the poor 

tribal of the interior pockets of the scheduled and non- scheduled areas and 

also facilitating the value added programmes like training for Honey hunting, 

making siali plates, Dana(Cup like thing made of laves to keep liquid food), 

processing of Tamarind seeds, etc. The staff is also engaged in the welfare 

activities like distributing of rice under WFP etc., supply of Solar light in the 

remote areas under the supervision of OREDA. 

Essential Commodity Shop 

Essential commodity shops (884) are functioning in the district which 

dispense annually 85,605 quintals of rice, 7203.14 quintals of wheat and 

1164 Kilo liters of Kerosene.  

Merchant Association 

The headquarters of the District Merchant Association is situated at 

Bhawanipatna, which is established since 1961. The management of the 

Association is vested with a management committee. Today they have more 

than 1000 members. They exchange information on trade and commerce 

among members. They have Block level committees at each Block except 

Th. Rampur and Lanjigarh. 

Legal Metrology (LM)  

To guard against unscrupulous use of weights and measuring units, 

one office of Assistant controller of weights and measures has been 

operating at Bhawanipatna since 10
th
 January 1985. This office has two 

inspectorial units one at Junagarh and the other at Bhawanipatna. The staff 

position is ACLM-1, Sr. inspector LM-2, Inspector LM (Enf.) –1, Sr. and Jr. 
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clerks– 1 each, peon – 1, Manual Asst.-1, Choukidar – 2. They are 

empowered to enforce the legal metrology packaged commodity Rule- 2011. 

These officials check the quality and quantity of District Pumps, kerosene oil, 

LPG, Fair Price shops, sweet shops, Jewellery shops, cement, hard ware, 

grocery, weigh bridge etc. They also make efforts in creating awareness 

among consumers to ensure proper weight, quality, quantity, M.R.P. etc. 

before purchasing any goods. The performance of this department is given 

in Table-VI-13. 

Table VI-13 Achievements of Legal Metrology 

2014-15 
Sl. 
No. 

Items Bhawanipatna center Junagarh Center Total Remarks 
During 
month 

Progressive 
total 

During 
month 

Progressive 
total 

During 
month 

Progressive 
total 

01 Target of 
collection  

1,60,000 11,90,000 1,60,000 10,10,000 3,20,000 22,00,000 Target for 
the year 
2014-15 
Rs. 
22,00,000/- 

02 a) Re-
verification 
Stamping fees  

1,55,708 10,89,423 1,03,459 8,32,480 2,59,167 19,21,903  

b) 
Compounding 
fees  

40,550 1,93,050 34,200 1,52,850 74,750 3,45,900  

c) License 
fees  

--- 20,000 --- 35,000 --- 55,000  

d) License 
fees  

--- --- --- --- 28,000 28,000  

Total fees 
collected 
(a+b+c) 

1,96,258 13,02,473 1,37,659 10,20,330 3,61,917 23,50,803  

03 Percentage of 
achievemet  

122.6% 109.4% 86% 101% 113% 106.8%  

04 Nos. of cases 
detected  

79 215 61 164 140 379  

05 Nos. of cases 
compound 

91 215 69 164 160 379  

06 Nos. of 
traders 
reverified  

630 2136 425 3113 1055 5249  

2015-16 
01 Target of 

collection  
1,80,000 13,50,000 1,80,000 11,50,000 3,60,000 25,00,000 Target of 

revenue 
collection 
for the year 
2015-16 
Rs. 
25,00,000/- 

02 a) 
Reverification 
Stamping fees  

1,03,664 14,64,358 1,28,325 10,60,541 2,31,989 25,24,899 

b) 
Compounding 
fees  

14,000 1,50,700 7,500 1,16,300 21,500 2,67,000 

c) License fees  --- 100 --- --- --- 100  
d) License fees  --- --- --- --- 28,000 28,000  
Total fees 
collected 
(a+b+c) 

1,17,664 16,15,158 1,35,825 11,76,841 2,81,489 28,19,999  

03 Percentage of 
achievement  

65.3% 119.6% 75.4% 102.3% 78% 112.7%  

04 Nos. of cases 
detected  

12 122 4 88 16 210  

05 Nos. of cases 
compounded  

12 122 4 88 16 210  

06 Nos. of traders 
re-verified  

1085 8103 689 4784 1085 8103  
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Weights and Measures 

Prior to introduction of metric system, the weight in common use was 

seer of 80 tolls. Earlier local measuring units like puti, mana, ada, sola, gidha 

and boda were in use for measuring agriculture produces. The relationship 

of these measures was 1 puti = 20 mana, 1 mana = 4 ada, 1 ada = 2 sola, 1 

sola = For measuring length, hatha, gira, yard, foot and inch were in use. 

These measures varied not only in nomenclature but also in capacities from 

place to place. That was providing ample opportunity for un-scrupulous 

traders to cheat the customers. To overcome this problem, metric system of 

weight and measures was introduced as an All India Standard from the 1
st
 

April 1962. Despite initial problems, with regular practice and propaganda, 

this system is well accepted and adopted in this district. In weekly markets, 

old time measuring units are noticed, but it is always weighed/ measured 

according to the choice of the customer. 

To guard against unscrupulous use of weight/measuring units, one 

office of Asst. Controller of Weight and Measures has been opened at 

Bhawanipatna since 10.01.1985. The said office has two inspectorial units at 

Bhawanipatna and Junagarh. These Inspectors are empowered to enforce 

the legal Metrology (packaged commodities, Rule 2011). 

Time Hours, minutes and seconds are prevalent to measure time. 

Earlier used terms like Bahanir, Majnia, Sanja, and Rathia are no more in 

use to devote morning, mid-day, evening and night respectively. Some 

people still use in the rural areas words like Sakalpahar, Maidhanpahar, 

Sanjapahar and rear to refer to morning, mid-day, evening and night 

respectively. 
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CHAPTER-VII  

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 

In olden days Kalahandi was almost inaccessible for lack of 

communications. The steep ghats, dense forests infested with wild animals 

and numerous hill streams and rivers made the journey difficult in this 

region. During the 4
th
 century A.D. Samudra Gupta in his south invasion led 

his army through the territory of Mahakantara of which the district of 

Kalahandi formed a part. Two of the ancient trade routes from Madhya 

Bharat passed through this district. One of these routes starting from near 

Kanker in Chhatisgarh proceeded to Visakhapatnam district now in Andhra 

Pradesh through Ampani. The other route from Phuljhar passed through this 

district up to the border of the Ganjam district through the Mohangiri-ghat. 

Both these routes were famous for transportation of salt and other 

commodities to Madhya Bharat and beyond. (Acharya Paramananda, 

Studies in Orissan History, Archeology and Archives). 

One can have an idea about the trade routes existing in this region 

during mid-nineteenth century from the reports of Elliot and Captain A.C. 

Mc.Neill. In the report dated the 28
th
 July, 1856, on the erstwhile Kalahandi 

State submitted to the Commissioner of Nagpur. Elliot, the Deputy 

Commissioner of Chhatisgarh, remarked, ―Sayer is collected at Joonagarh, 

Bhundaysir, Dadpore and Amapanee on imports and hoods in transit 

principally consisting of salt on which the levy was Rs. 18 to Rs.26 per 100 

bullock loads, with a small allowance of 5 to 10 Gonees (half a bullock load) 

for every hundred‖ (the Orissa Historical research Journal, vol.xiv, No.2). 

Captain A.C. McNeill, officiating Agent in the hill tracks of Odisha sent a 

report to the Secretary to the Government of India next year, i.e. on the 12
th
 

May, 1857, in which he wrote ―many were the complaints made to me by 

Banjaries and other traders of the amount of transit duties which they had to 

pay between the coast and Chuttesghar amounting, as they stated, to the 

sum of Rs. 256/4 (Rs.256.25) on one hundred laden bullocks. In addition to 

this, a further charge was made at Rayaghur, while on their way to the coast 

for salt‖. 

Rayaghur above refers to present Rayagada of Koraput district and the 

route was then popular for a track to the coastal areas from Madhya 

Pradesh and Kalahandi. 

The Imperial Gazetteer of India (1908) describes the roads of the ex-

State of Kalahandi as follows.(Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. KIV - p. 294) 

―The State contains 48 miles (76.8 k.m.) of graveled and 116 (184.8 

k.m.) of embanked roads. The principal routes are those from Bhawanipatna 

to Raipur, and to Sambalpur through Bolangir in Patna and from Junagarh 
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to Rajim through Deobhog. Exports are sent principally to Raipur and the 

Madras Presidency, while imports are received from Raipur, Sambalpur and 

Madras‖. (Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. KIV - p. 294) 

For the ex-State of Kalahandi, the roads from Bhawanipatna leading to 

Raipur, Balangir and Ampani were of vital importance. Cobden Ramsay 

wrote of these roads in his Gazetteer (1907-08) as follows. (Feudatory 

States of Orissa-p-207). 

―The Raipur main road runs across the State and is bridged over the 

smaller streams. There is a good surface road from Bhawanipatna to the 

borders of the State on the Tel river; the length of the road is 34 miles (54.4 

km.) with two rest houses at Kasurpara and Utkela; this road continues 

through the Patna and Sonepur States to Sambalpur another good surface 

road runs due south from Bhawanipatna to Ampani and Jaipatna in the 

Mahulpatna Zamindari via Junagarh with rest houses at Junagarh, 

Charbahal, Ampani and Jaipatna, the headquarters of the Mahulpatna 

Zamindari; about 30 miles (48 km) from Bhawanipatna this road bifurcates, 

one branch going to Jaipatna and the other to Ampani; a good graveled 

road has been constructed at considerable expense over the difficult 

Ampani Ghati and carts can now ply between Naurangpur in Jaipur and 

Kalahandi. From Bhawanipatna there is a good road with wooden bridges 

running north to Depur about 13 miles (20.8 km) in length. There are also 

good village roads and the hill tracks are provided with fair roads. There is 

an inspection bungalow at Bhawanipatna‖. 

For the maintenance of these roads there was a Public Works 

Department under the charge of the Agency Engineer, Orissa Feudatory 

States. During 1912, there were altogether 28,374 avenue trees throughout 

the State. These were taken care of by the raiyats. One cooli was appointed 

to look after the roads and the avenue trees at Bhawanipatna. The Agency 

Engineer held the charge of the ex-State Public Works Department till 1921. 

From the 19
th
 December, 1921, the organization came to the control of the 

State engineer who looked after the road construction and other public 

works through the ex-State engineering department. Prior to 1923, all the 

roads were being constructed by bethi labour. With the abolition of bethi and 

begari in 1923-24, an additional amount of Rs. 14,745 had to be provided 

over and above the original (Public Works) budget of Rs.86,232 to execute 

the works that would have been done by bethi labour. During the second half 

of the twenties, the ex-State spent less on roads and more on building. As 

for example, out of the total amount of Rs.1,31,921 spent on the Public 

Works in 1929-30 Rs. 74,262 was spent on buildings and only Rs.26,305 on 

roads.(Central Review of the Administration of the Feudatory States of 

Orissa for 1929-30). 
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In the past when mechanized vehicles were not introduced in this 

region, the ruler, Zamindars, Gountias and other aristocrats were using 

palanquin, horses and elephants as conveyance. Common people 

depended on bullock carts, bhara and pack bullocks for the purpose of 

transport.  Few cycles were seen in the whole area. The connectivity has 

improved many folds over the years due to intervention of state and central 

governments. A number of villages (2021) are connected with all-weather 

roads by 2015 as seen from the tables VII-1, 2, and 3. 

Table-VII-1 Road and Rail Connectivity (1
st

 August 2015) 
Length(Kms.) 

Railway Route and stations 112 (7 stations and 2 passenger halts). 

National Highway  184.0(NH-26, NH-59) 

State Highway  194.0.  

Major Dist. Roads  291.0.  

Rural Roads  1068.0 

Length of Forest Roads  311. 0 

Other Dist. Roads  79.0 

P.S. Roads  608. 0 

G.P. Roads  119.45  

PMGSY Road   610.0 

 

Table-VII-2 State Highway 

 
Sl. No. Name of the Road Category Length In KMs 

01 Bhawanipatna – Rayagada SH-6 37.000 

02 Chhatiguda – Narla – Rampur  SH-6A 39.000 

03 Bhawanipatna–Gunpur – Kasipur SH-44 55.500 

04 Balkhiamal – Dharamgarh SH-52 23.750 

05 Bhawanipatna – Khariar SH-16 37.90 

Total  193.455 

 

Table-VII-3   Major District Roads 

 
Sl. No. Name of the Road Category Length In KMs 

01 Dharamgarh – Golamunda – Sinapali MDR-111 42.140 

02 Junagarh– Dasigaon – Kalampur MDR-117 32.190 

03 Kalampur – Th.Rampur Via- Singarighat MDR-114 17.300 

04 Charbahal – Chilakpur MDR-120 12.875 

05 Th.Rampur – Kasipur MDR-112 13.155 

06 Narla – Rupra – Palam MDR-116 34.000 

07 Pajibahal – Mohangiri MDR-119 19.600 

08 Madding – Pastikudi – Depur MDR-118 18.900 

09 Tundula – Karlamunda MDR-115 14.000 

10 Moter – Jaipatna MDR-99 29.000 

Total  233.160 
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Public Works Department (R &B) 

The major role of Public Works Department, Kalahandi (R & B) Division 

deals with construction and maintenance of State Highways, MDRs, ODRs 

and also other ULB roads. The PWD covers about 577 kms in Kalahandi 

districts, which includes State Highways (SH), Major District Roads (MDR) 

and Other District Roads (ODR). Out of 577 kms, State Highways (SH-16, 

SH-06, SH-6A, SH-44 and SH-52) is about 190kms, total MDRs (MDR-111, 

MDR-117, MDR-114, MDR-120, MDR-112, MDR-116, MDR-119, MDR-118, 

MDR-115, MDR-99) is about 220km and total ODRs across the district is 

about 150 km. 

For administrative purposes, the roads and buildings department in the 

district are placed in charge of Executive Engineer, Kalahandi R &B Division, 

Bhawanipatna. Under him are seven R & B Sub-Divisions, each headed by 

two Deputy Executive Engineers and five Assistant Executive Engineers one 

in each sub-division deal with various road projects. Each (R & B) Sub-

Divisions also comprises different sections at grassroot level which are 

under Assistant  Engineer and Junior Engineers.  

The activities of Public Works Department regarding roads relate to 

constructions and maintenance of roads financed by Government and 

placed in charge of the department. In addition to the funds from the general 

revenues of the state allocated for expenditure on roads, there are other 

funds maintained for the constructions, repairs and maintenance of roads viz 

Central Road Fund NABARD, SHDP, State Plan, RIDF and also KBK 

Scheme. PWD has also taken up construction of High Level Bridge and 

many small bridges for better connectivity to interior areas of the district. 

i. Construction of H.L. Bridge over river Rahul near village Urladani 

(2x35.00)+(2x25.00). This road is connecting the nine tribal populated 

revenue villages of Kalahandi district which are cut off from Block and 

District Headquarters during rainy season. This bridge provides all weather 

communication to those villages. It improves the socio-economic status of 

the connected villages as well as facilitates of health services. 

ii. Construction of H.L. Bridge over river Tel at Chhilpa at a distance of 

21kms.on Baladiamal-Dharamgarh Road (SH52). There are 12 spans of 

(2x11.10) + (10x41.54) dimension. 

This bridge connects Odisha and Chhatisgarh State. This is shortest 

route to Raipur, the capital of Chhatisgarh from Bhawanipatna. This 

interstate road improved the Socio-Economic condition and trade of 

Kalahandi district. 
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Important Roads under R & B 

Bhawanipatna-Khariar Road (SH-16) 

This road starts from Bhawanipatna at NH-26 of Kalahandi district 

headquarters and connects to Raipur of Chhattisgarh state. This is an 

important road for interstate connectivity. Previously this road was single 

lane and now it is improved to double lane bituminous surface under World 

Bank Project which is nearing completion. The length of the road is 37.905 

km. This is an all weather road. 

Bhawanipatna-Rayagada Road (SH-6) 

Bhawanipatna-Rayagada Road  has a length of  37/0km. This road 

starts from Bhawanipatna and terminates at Pokharibandha. This road 

connects 3 Blocks i.e. Bhawanipatna, Narla and Lanjigarh and covers SC 

and ST villages. The people of this area depend on this route for transport of 

their forest products as well as daily needful materials. Four minor bridges 

are situated at 2/6km, 15/900km, 28/600km and 29/200km. Other C.D. 

works are also constructed on this road. The lane status of this road is single 

lane (I/L) 12.60km and double lane (D/L) 13.400km. This is a main and vital 

road which is connecting to Rayagada district.  

Chhatiguda-Narla-RampurRoad (SH6A) 

This road starts from Chhatiguda Chhak at 16
th
 km of Bhawanipatna- 

Rayagada Road (SH-6) and connects Rampur Block headquarters and NH-

59 via-Narla. The length of the road is 38.540km. The entire carriageway of 

the road is all weather type B.T. surface. Previously the road was in single 

lane carriage way but during 2013-14 and 2014-15, the road has been 

improved to double lane under RIDF scheme. Both the shoulders of the road 

is of gravel type. Some minor bridges and culverts have also been 

constructed.  

Baladiamal-Dharamgarh Road 

This road starts from NH-26 at Baladiamal Chhak and connects to 

Sandhikulihari, border of Chhattisgarh state. This is another shorroad 

connecting road to Raipur. The length of the road is 22.750km. The entire 

road has been improved to B.T. surface of 7.0 mtr. width and all C.D. works 

12.50 mtr width. This road passes through major H.L. Bridge over river Tel at 

20.0km of Chhilpa village.  
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Dharamgarh-Golamunda-Sinapali Road 

This road starts from Dharamgarh, connecting to Sinapali Block of 

Nuapada district. This road has length 28.0 km. The entire road is of B.T. 

surface. The Biju Express way is going to pass through this road.  

Junagarh-Kalampur Road (MDR-117) 

This road starts from NH-26 at Junagarh and connects to Kalampur 

Block headquarters having length of 32.19km. Previously this road was 3.0m 

width of black top surface and 7.50mtr with of all C.D. works. During the year 

2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 the above road has been improved to 7.0 

mtr width of B.T. surface, 12.50m width of all C.D. works and both the 

shoulder has been constructed up to 2.50m width. This road passes through 

many SC and ST villages. Both sides of the road have double cropped 

agriculture land. This road provides good communication for transportation 

of the agriculture products. It has two major bridges at 2/0km and 8/0km and 

also two minor bridges at 15/900km and 21/0km. 

Kalampur-Th.Rampur via-Singarighat (MDR-114) 

This road starts from Kalampur connect to Th.Rampur Block 

headquarters through Singarighati. This is the shortest and convenient 

communication of the tribal areas of Th.Rampur to district headquarters. The 

length of the road is 17.300km. Out of which 13.0km of the road has been 

provided with black top of width 3.75 mtr and cement concrete surface of 

width 5.50 mtr. The road from 9/100km to 10/100km is under progress. The 

road passes through two major bridgh at 1/800km and at 2/600km, and one 

minor bridge at 4/800km.  

Charbahal –Chilakpur Road (MDR-120) 

This road starts from N.H-26 at Charbahal Chhak connecting to 

Chilakpur at a distance of 17.0 km in Junagarh-Dasigaon-Kalampur road. 

This road passes through many SC/ST villages and double cropped 

agriculture land. The length of road is 12.875km, out of which 1.0 km of the 

road is cement concrete road having width of 5.5 mtr, 9.0 km of the road is 

B.T. surface having 5.50 mtr width and rest is 2.875km earthen road. 

Construction of a high level bridge over river Hati is under progress. The 

bridge consists of 7 Nos. of span of 35.0 mtr span length and shore span of 

19.0 mtr long having width of 7.50 mtr. 

Narla-Rupra-Palam Road (MDR-116) 

The length of the road is 34.00km. The carriage way of the entire road 

is of BT surface. This road starts at Narla Chhak and connect to Palam 

through Rupra Road. The road has been improved from single lane to 
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intermediate lane under RIDF and Non-Plan scheme of PWD. The road 

passes many culverts. 

Pajibahal-Mohangiri Road (MDR-119) 

The length of the road is 19.60km. The carriage way of the road is of 

both bituminous and cements concrete type. The carriage way width of the 

road is of single lane where as some portion of the road is of intermediate 

lane and double lane also. The improvement of the road has been 

undertaken under RIDF, Non-Plan and KBK scheme of PWD. The road 

covers many culverts which provide waterway for imageless purpose. This 

road also passes through four nos. of major bridges viz at chainage 

3.581km, 12/747km, 16/312km having five nos. of spans and at chain age of 

12/349km having six nos. of spans. 

Moter-jaipatna Road (MDR-99) 

This road starts from NH-26 at Moter Chhak to Jaipatna Block 

headquarters. This road is also main feeder road for Indravati power house 

site. The length of the road is 29.0km which is totally blacktop surface. Out 

of 24.30km of the road is 5.0m width road 4.70km is taken up for 

improvement of B.T. surface up to 7.0mtr width, during the year 2014-15 and 

2015-16 which will be completed after rainy season. All the C.D. works are 

of 12.50 mtr. width and this road also passes through 3 nos. of major bridge 

at 7.50km, 21/900km and 23/800km. 

Ampani-Behera-Dharamgarh Road (ODR) 

This road starts from Ampani and connect to Dharamgarh. The length 

of the road is 45.00km. This road has been transferred from R.D. 

Department to PWD recently. Survey over this road is under way to connect 

Boriguma to Rourkela under Biju Express Highways. 

Mading-Singjharan-Badili Road (ODR) 

This road starts from Bhawanipatna-Khariar Road at 18/200km 

connects to NH-26 at Badili Chhak. It may also be treated as one of the 

bypass roads to Bhawanipatna Municipality. This road has been transferred 

from R.D. department to PWD recently.  

Rampur-Risida-Karlamunda Road (ODR) 

The length of the road is 32.20km, the road starts at Rampur chhak and 

connects to Karlamunda through Risida. Some portion of the road is passing 

through forest and agriculture land at Pajibahal, Ramud and Dunguriguda. 

The carriageway of the entire road is of bituminous surface. This road 

improved from single lane to intermediate lane under KBK and Non-plan 

scheme.  
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Tundula-Karlamunda Road (MDR-115) 

This road starts at Tundula and connects to Karlamunda through 

Badipada, Digsira and Belkhandi. The length of the road is 14.0km. The 

entire road is of bituminous surface. The road was reconstructed during the 

year 2012-13, 2013-14 under NABARD and Non-Plan scheme. Some 

portion of the road at 4.50km is under construction to double lane under 

state plan.  

Mading-Pastikudi-Deypur Road (MDR-118) 

This road starts from Mading at 18/200km in Bhawanipatna- 

Khariarroad SH-16 and connects at Deypur at 12km of Bhawanipatna-

Rayagada Road SH-6. This road is functioning as a bypass road. This road 

is intermediate lane of bituminous surface.  

Dadpur-Rupra Road (ODR) 

This road starts from Dadpur and ends at Rupra village and is of 

20.00km length. This route connects Narla and Bhawanipatna Blocks 

covering many ST and SC populated villages. H.L. Bridge having 4 spans at 

35.00mtr over river Ret is under construction. Besides that may C.D. works 

are constructed in this route. Lane status of this road is thus I/L is 18.860km 

and D/L is 1.14km. 

Pokharibandha-Lanjigarh Road (ODR) 

This road status from Pokharibandha Chhak and terminates at 

Lanjigarh via Biswanathpur. This road serves as an inter district road 

passing through Kalahandi and Rayagada district Catering numbers of tribal 

populated villages. The Vedanta Alumina Ltd is at about 0.50km away from 

this road. The Gram panchayats are undeveloped and thus need better 

communication I/L status of this road is 14.53 km and D/L is 6.370km. 

Apart from all the completed road and bridge works, PWD has also put 

its step for improvement of Biju Expressway. The road Dharamgarh-

Golamunda-Sinapali for a length of 42.140km has been declared as a part of 

Biju Expressway. It is proposed to be improved up to 4 lane standard under 

CRF and RIDF scheme. Besides this, the R.D. Department road from 

Ampani to Dharamgarh for a length of 45km has also been transferred to 

Works Department which will be a part of Biju Expressway.  

Rural Works Department 

Kalahandi circle Rural Works Department is having 3 Divisions at 

Bhawanipatna, Dharamgarh and Kesinga. The RD road in the district is 

having a length of 1071.04 kms. Under PMGSY, 487 roads have been taken 

up in the district with the target to cover 2270 kms. out of which 288 roads 

have been completed covering 610 kms. as on 14
th
August 2015 
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(departmental source). Under PMGSY it was targeted to connect 991 

habitations out of which 655 habitations have already been connected. 

Under Rural Works department, thrust is given for rural connectivity and to 

connect inaccessible areas by construction of major as well as minor 

bridges. Some of the important High level bridges constructed by the 

department are over Udanti River on PWD road to Kanduljhar, over Udanti 

River near Dumria, over Udanti River near Palna, over river Udanti on 

Udesrung-Kuhura road, over Udanti River in Kegaon-Sinapali road, over Tel 

River on Brundabahal-Daspur-Nandol road, over Hati River near 

Karmelighat of Kalampur, over Ambaguda Nallaha on Lanjigarh-Bijepur 

road, over Kamal on Sankutru-Badkutru road, on river Mudra on Chilguda-

Phukgaon road, over Sandol river on Balipada-Rupra road and on 

Brahamani to Ghodapokhari road, over Petfula Nallah on Dumerpadar-

Jubrajpur  road and over Rahul River on PWD road to Benaguda road. 

Besides these, 30 other important bridges connecting interiors under 

NABARD, PMGSY link, Biju Setu Yojana, RIDF are in progress. 

National  Highways 

National Highway Division Kesinga was created vide Government of 

Odisha, Works Department Notification No. 23514 dt.24.12.1999, renaming 

Investigation (R & B) Division, Sambalpur as N.H. Division, Kesinga. The 

erstwhile Sambalpur Investigation Division under the R & B Organization 

had been transferred to the control of Chief Engineer, National Highways, 

Odisha, Bhubaneswar for which, such Division bodily shifted to Kesinga and 

functioned as NH Division, Kesinga with effect from 10.01.2000 

By now, this Division functioned with comprising three of NH Sub 

Divisions and seven NH Up-graded Sections. At present this Division is 

looking after 292.694 Kms. of NH road, which consists of three numbers of 

NH namely NH.26,353 and NH.59. The Kalahandi portion of the NH is 

mainly coming under NH 26 (old NH201) from km.126/280 (Bolangir-

Kalahandi border near Tel bridge, Belgaon to km.260/280 (Kalahandi-

Nawarngpur district border at Ampani Ghat) and NH 59 (Old NH.217) from 

Km.0/0 (near raj Khariar) to Km.12/370 (Bhalumunda Chhack) and 

Km.68.260 (Amath Chhak) to Km.134/370 (Tumudibandh Chhak). The total 

length of NH in Kalahandi is 184 kms. Besides Kalahandi portion of NH the 

Kalahandi NH is also looking after the NH 353 from Odisha- Chhatisgarh 

border near Khariar Road to Raj Khariar under Nuapada district. 

Road Transport Agency 

RTA office was constituted in the district on the 7
th
 October, 1955. 

There are 67 routes as on 1
st
 August 2015, where OSRTC and private buses 

have been permitted to operate.  
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Table-VII-4 Various Bus routes 

 

Sl. No. Route from-to 

1 Bhawanipatna to Mukhiguda, Kesinga 

2 Risida to Bhawanipatna 

3 Ladugaon to Kesinga 

4 Churagaon to Bhawanipatna 

5 Mohangiri to Bhawanipatna 

6 Lanjigarh to Kalampur 

7 Kesinga to Mukhiguda 

8 Ainlabhata to Kesinga 

9 Dharamgarh to Karlapada 

10 Makarsola to M Rampur 

11 Churagaon to Kesinga 

12 Kesinga to Sinapali 

13 Khariar to Lanjigarh 

14 Pipalguda to Bhawanipatna 

15 Khariar to Dharamgarh 

16 Bhawanipatna to Khariar 

17 Karlikarmat to Kesinga 

18 Mukhiguda to Jaipatna 

19 Mahulpatna to Bhawanipatna via Dharamgarh 

20 Odismunda to Bhawanipatna via Kesinga 

21 Dhanpur to Kalampur via Junagarh 

22 Churagaon to Kesinga 

23 Muskuti to Farang via Bhawanipatna 

24 Tasiguda to Bhawanipatna 

25 Talmala to Ampani 

26 Kalampur to Bhawanipatna 

27 Bhawanipatna to Dharamgarh via Kesinga, Bhawanipatna 

28 Kesinga to Mukhiguda 

29 Bhawanipatna to Risida 

30 Beherensil to Kesinga via Dharamgarh 

31 Belkhandi to Kegaon via Bhawanipatna 

32 Panigaon to Kesinga 

33 Dharamgarh to Borda 

34 Kesinga to Mukhiguda 

35 DhabaBeltukri to Bhawanipatna 

36 Nuapada to Bhawanipatna 
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37 Govindpur to Bhawanipatna via Dharamgarh 

38 Mahaling to M Rampur 

39 Titilagarh to Muskuti 

40 Mukhiguda to Karla via Bhawanipatna 

41 Mukhiguda to Kesinga 

42 Boden to Makarsola 

43 Panigaon to Kesinga 

44 Sarian to Kukudi 

45 Sunger to Bhawanipatna 

46 Mohangiri to Atigaon 

47 Artal to Bhawanipatna 

48 Bhawanipatna to Mahulpatna 

49 Rinja to Bhawanipatna 

50 Dalguma to Kesinga 

51 Bhawanipatna to Dumerpadar 

52 Bhawanipatna to Tungaon 

53 Bhawanipatna to Mukhiguda, Kesinga 

54 Sandhikuler to Jaipatna via Junagarh 

55 Chandahandi to Kesinga 

56 Bandhagaon to Jilingdara 

57 Kerpai to Bhawanipatna 

58 Bhawanipatna to Gopinathpur 

59 Mukhiguda to Bhawanipatna via Ladugaon 

60 Mukhiguda to Bhawanipatna via Kalampur 

61 Sinapali to Goamunda via Bhawanipatna 

62 Sastuguda to Bhawanipatna 

63 Khamarguda to Kesinga 

64 Bhawanipatna to Kegaon via Bandhagaon 

65 Jilingdara to Kalampur 

66 Malpada to Dhanpur via Palas, Bhawanipatna 

67 Barabandha to Bhawanipatna via Rampur 

 

Bhawanipatna OSRTC express buses are plying outside Kalahandi 

innormal routes. These outside routes are; one to Bhubaneswar, one to 

Cuttack, three to Vizayanagaram, one to Berhampur and one to Raighar. 

Besides,12 private buses ply to State capital, 2 to  Berhampur, 6 buses  to 

Raipur, 2 buses to Bolangir, 5 buses to Jeypur, 2 buses to Nawrangpur, 2 

buses to Jagdalpur, 1 bus to  Malkangiri, 3 buses to Bisamcuttack, 1 bus to  

Gunupur, 1 bus to Raigada, 1 bus to Muniguda and 1 bus  to Chandahandi.
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Bullock carts were plying as an important vehicle for transportation of 

goods both in rural and urban pockets till seventies except in Dangarla 

areas. Bulk of goods on main road were however carried by trucks. Cycle 

was commonly used. In 1975-76, there were only 108 motor vehicles 

registered in the district which includes 69 motor cycles and scooters, 10 

station wagons and jeeps, 6 cars, 2 taxies and 13 tractors and trailors. 

Bullock carts are now rarely seen and its use is on the verge of extinction. 

The numbers of different types of vehicles registered after 1975-76 till 2015 

have gone up many folds in the district. 

Table-VII-4 Registration of different categories of vehicles (1.1.65-

August 2015) 

Sl. No. Vehicle Class Number of Vehicles Registered 

1 Motor cycle 59033 

2 Moped 5944 

3 Scooter/Moped 3494 

4 Tractor (Commercial) 2297 

5 Trailer (Commercial) 2193 

6 L.M.V.(Car-P) 1774 

7 L.M.V.(Jeep/GYPSY-CC) 1481 

8 Light Goods Vehicle 1193 

9 Three Wheeler (Passenger) 574 

10 Heavy Goods Vehicle 436 

11 L.M.V. (LEP/GYPSY-P) 382 

12 Medium Goods Vehicle 178 

13 Tractor (Agriculture) 126 

14 LMV(CAR)(CC) 91 

15 Pickup VAN 68 

16 Three Wheeler (Goods) 59 

17 Bus(SC) 59 

18 Ambulance 33 

19 School Bus 26 

20 LMV (VAN-P) 21 

21 Deluxe Bus 20 

22 Motor Cycle (IMP) 12 

23 Car Taxi 9 

24 Maxi Cab 8 

25 LMV (VAN-CC) 5 

26 Bus (CC) 5 

27 Mini Bus (SC) 2 

28 Private Service Vehicle 2 

29 Crane (PVTY.) 2 

30 Tractor Trailer 2 

31 Motor Cycle with side car 2 

32 Light Commercial vehicle 1 

33 Crane 1 

34 Vehicle fitted with compressor 1 

35 Tanker 1 
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RTA office in Bhawanipatna is having simulator for driving testing, 

pollution testing, on line application for Learning licence and Driving Licence, 

on line Tax payment system and fitness Tablet system facilities. Work is in 

progress for the construction of Driving Tracking Track in 3 Acres of land 

near Kusadangari in the out skirt of Bhawanipatna. 

The road condition has greatly improved during the last decade but the 

length of road available per vehicle is fast decreasing resulting in greater 

congestion and increasing pollution. 

Transport Services 

Before the merger, the ex-State administration was managing the 

transport service with a few buses. In 1948, the road transport was 

nationalized and the Government of Odisha opened a transport unit at 

Bhawanipatna under the charge of a station master. The unit was placed 

under the jurisdiction of the District Transport Manager, Balangir. In 1955, 

the unit was transferred to the jurisdiction of the District Transport Manager, 

Koraput, with headquarters at Jeypore. 

Kalahandi Zone was created on the 1
st
 June, 1970, comprising of 

Bhawanipatna, Rayagada and Khariar Units. The Kalahandi Zone with 

headquarters at Bhawanipatna is headed by a District Transport Managar 

whereas the Khariar Unit is managed by a senior Station Master. 

Due to administrative convenience, the Rayagada Unit was detached 

from the Kalahandi Zone from the 1
st
 April, 1976 and merged with the 

Bargarh Zone from the 1
st 

May, 1976. Bhawanipatna Zone was closed 

during June 2002 and was merged with Bolangir Zone. However since 1
st
 

April 2004, Bhawanipatna Zone was although reopened, it has been kept 

under the administrative control of one Assistant Station Master and 

Accountant. The old DTM office campus has turned in to Bus garage and a 

shopping complex with 29 shops has been opened since 4
th
 July 2006 and 

rent collected are deposited in the account of the head office of OSRTC. A 

new Bus stand has been constructed by the OSRTC in 1997, which is used 

both by OSRTC and private buses. 

Railways 

The Vizianagaram-Raipur broad gauge railway line of the South 

Eastern Railways which passes through the district was taken up as a 

famine relief measure at an estimated cost of Rs.2 crores in 1899. The 

construction work of this line started in 1923 was duly completed and 

opened to traffic in 1932. 

The Train line enters the district at an eastern point in the 

Bhawanipatna subdivision, the first station in the district being Lanjigarh 

Road. After going north touching Narla road, Rupra Road, Kandel and 
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Kesinga rail stations covering 53kms. It passes to Titilagarh crossing Tel 

River in the adjoining district of Bolangir. Out of the 5 stations Kandel and 

Narla road stations were opened to passenger traffic in 1954 and to goods 

traffic in 1960. Kesinga is the main railhead and also the busiest railway 

stations of the district. The other 2 busy stations are Rupra road and 

Lanjigarh Road. A new Lanjigarh road to Junagarh rail line passing through 

the hinter land of the District touching the district headquarters has been put 

in to services. Lanjigarh road to Bhawanipatna was made functional on 11
th
 

August 2012 and it was extended up to Junagarh on 2
nd

 March 2014. 

Besides Bhawanipatna and Junagarh stations this new route is having 

passenger halts at Deypur and RamchandraPur. The total length of this 

route is 58.25 Kms. From Bhawanipatna and Junagarh trains to 

Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur and Raipur have been put to services. 

The role of the railways in the economic life of the district needs no 

exaggeration. Kalahandi being comparatively isolated from the point of road 

communication, the railways provide the most convenient link for the district 

with neighboring States. The export potentials of the district like rice, pulses, 

oil seed, forest goods, non timber forest products and to import consumer 

goods, fertilizers and infrastructural items from outside have received a great 

fillip after opening of the railways. Imports into the district have also gone up. 

But direct railway links from the district to other parts of the State and 

outside like Howrah, New Delhi, Hyderabad, Allahabad and Mumbai etc is a 

necessity. There is hardly any competition between the railways and the 

road transport as the road communication connects most of the places 

which are not linked by rail. 

Air Field 

The district has two air fields located at Utkela and at Lanjigarh. The 

State Government owned air field at Utkela is situated at a distance of about 

is 24 km from Bhawanipatna on NH-26. The approach road leading to the 

airfield starts from the Utkela Public Works Department Inspection 

Bungalow. This is an all-weather permanent Air Strip with its surface black-

topped. The main strip is 3,000‘ by 150‘. The total land acquired for the 

purpose is 4,000‘ / 350‘. A building for lounge has been constructed. There 

is also a small airfield owned and managed by Vedanta Alumina at 

Lanjigarh. This is an all-weather Air strip having 1600 meter in length and 30 

meters in width. Helicopters and small jet planes can land in this air strip. 

Postal Services 

Kalahandi Postal Division with its headquarters at Bhawanipatna was 

created by bifurcation from Bolangir Postal Division on 14.11.1988 with 

class-II status. Since the date of creation, the Division is covering the entire 

area of undivided Kalahandi revenue District.  During the year 1992, 
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Kalahandi split into two separate districts namely (i) Kalahandi and (ii) 

Nuapada and since then the area of both the districts are covered by 

Kalahandi Postal Division.   

   Mails are conveyed on the following modes 

Contractual Mail Motor Service from Kesinga to Khariar Road = 189 KMs 

Private Buses 

1)  Bhawanipatna – Risida Line =  86 Kms 

2)  Bhawanipatna- Kalampur Line=  62 Kms 

3)  Bhawanipatna- Sinapali Line =  45 Kms 

4)  Bhawanipatna- Mukhiguda Line =  85 Kms 

5)  Kesinga – Madanpur Rampur Line = 48 kms 

 

Train Route 48 Kms 

There are 621 letter boxes, out of which 59 have been provided in 

urban areas, 422 in rural areas and 140 in tribal areas.  For effective delivery 

of Postal articles 31 Postmen and 185 Gramin Dak Sevak Mail Deliverer are 

working. 

There are three Postal Sub-Divisions namely Bhawanipatna, 

Dharamgarh and Kesinga. The number of people served by a post office in 

the urban area is on an average is 5773 and that of rural areas on an 

average is 3778.  It has 1 Head Post Office, 32 Sub-Post Offices and 275 

Gramin Dak Sevak Branch Post Office. There are 32 speed post services 

and 4 instant money order services in the district. It has one railway mail 

service office situated at Kesinga Railway Station.  

Telecommunication 

There were Six telephone exchanges namely Bhawanipatna (12-12-

1956), Kesinga (20-7-1960), Junagarh (31-3-1969), Rupra Road (11-1-

1970), Dharamgarh (31-3-1970) and Utkela. Land line connections were 

increased with increase in Telephone Exchanges under Bhawanipatna 

Telecom District which was formed in 1998. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 

(A Government India Enterprises) formed from Department of 

Telecommunication w.e.f. 01-10-2000 is to provide basic and Mobile 

services along with other private operators. 

As on 1
st
 August 2015 there are 26 telephone exchanges namely 

Ampani, Bijamara, Bandigaon, Chiliguda, Daspur, Hatibandha, Jaypatna, 

KGaon, Koksara, Ladugaon, Mukhiguda, Moter, Th.Rampur, Biswanathpur, 

Lanjigarhroad, Mohangiri, M.Rampur, NarlaRoad, Risida and Tulapada with 

3800 working lines in the district covering all 13 Block HQs. 

There are 70 BSNL Mobile Stations namely (above 26+ Arebeda, 

Badlly, Jagannathpur, Chhatiguda, Chicheguda, Golamunda, Gugurupala, 
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Jaring, Kalampur, Kaudola, Khairpadar, Karlamunda, Kasurpada, Lajigarh 

plant, Madanpur, Mahichal, pastikudi, Joradobra + 26 Sharing and multi 

sites).Approximately 35,000 mobile connections are working. Further all 

exchanges are interconnected through Optical Fiber Cable of approximate 

800 Kms throughout the district. Now all new communication products such 

as WLL, 2G, 3G, Wimax, DSPT, high speed Broad band (1086 connections) 

are available in the district. 

In addition to the above other operators such as M/s Airtel, M/s 

Vodafone, M/s Tata DOCOMO, M/s Reliance, etc. are also providing 

telecommunication service in different areas. 

As stated earlier the means of communication in olden days were by 

the pack-bullocks, Bharas, bullock-carts, elephants, horses and dolas, Fear 

of theft was great and attack on the pedestrians was frequent. The fear of 

attack from wild animals and lack of proper communication facilities made 

any journey a veritable nightmare. The district is now more open with a 

number of good roads connecting to the interior. Apart from public buses 

which carry passengers to important places of the district taxis are also 

available for long journey from Bhawanipatna. 

Tourists coming from other States may choose the following routes to 

come to the district. 

(a) Vishakhapatnam-Pottangi-Nawarangpur-Ampani-

Bhawanipatna(by road) 

(b)  Vishakhapatnam-Rayagada-Kesinga (byrail) 

(c)  Bhubaneswar-Bhawanipatna by rail and road 

(d)  Raipur- Bhawanipatna- Junagarh by rail and road 

(e)  Sambalpur-Bhawanipatna- Junagarh by railand road 

(f)  Raipur-Khariar Road-Khariar-Bhawanipatna (by road)    

With the development of infrastructure, there is scope to develop eco-

tourism, cultural tourism and architectural tourism. The district offers a vast 

panorama of eco-tourism, which is not explored very much. The nature 

tourists can take a walk in the nature trails to experience the tropical dense 

forest and the music of the water falls. The area provides landscaped view 

points at higher grounds for the tourists to soak in nature in its true self. 

The district has some standard hotels as well as small economical few 

lodgings at Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Junagarh, Dharamgarh and M.Rampur 

to cater to the need of different categories of visitors to the district. 

There is one circuit house at Bhawanipatna managed by the Revenue 

Department. It has several suites. There are 19 inspection bungalows 

located in different parts of the district of which 16 are maintained by the 

Public Works Department and the remaining three by the Revenue 
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Department. The Public Works Department also manages two rest houses. 

This apart, the district has 34 rest sheds of which 31 are under the control of 

the revenue Department and the rest three under the Forest Department. 

The bungalows are meant mainly for the Government officials touring on 

duty. When vacant, these are also available for reservation by public on 

payment. 

Pigeon Services 

The district had three pigeon lofts under the control of the 

Superintendent of Police established at Bhawanipatna, Kutra and Khariar. 

The loft at Bhawanipatna was operating with 40 birds whereas the lofts at 

Kuturu and Khariar had 22 and 17 birds, respectively. 

In addition to the operating of birds in certain routes, the following 

boomerang services were also carried out to inaccessible places of the 

district Bhawanipatna to Chilguda out-post, Bhawanipatna to Borda out-post, 

Bhawanipatna to Sikerkupa out-post, Bhawanipatna to Karlapat, Kuturu to 

Thuamul-Rampur police station, Kuturu to Jayapatna police station, Kuturu 

to Chilguda outpost, Khariar to Sinapali police station, Khariar to Boden out-

post and Khariar to Borda out-post. 

The services rendered by these pigeons in the district during 

emergency were of particular significance as most of the areas in the midst 

of dense wooded hills were inaccessible for most part of the year. However 

this service of the bygone era has already been discontinued. 

All India Radio 

All India Radio, Bhawanipatna is a sub-regional medium wave radio 

station with the facility of a type one studio started commencing from 30
th
 

December 1993. The transmission operates with BEL HMB 140-2 X 100 KW 

transmitter on 1206 KHz and 248 meter. The 122 meter height mast with the 

transmitter is located at Belamal of Pastikudi village whereas the studio and 

office complex is at Naktiguda in the town. 

Presently, this station has got one Music Studio, one talk Studio, One 

Play back Studio, one Dubbing and Editing Studio and one read over room 

with modern gadgets and acoustics system. 

This station started mainly relaying the capital station, AIR Cuttack. 

Gradually, new productions of this station found place in the transmission. 

Prior to the commencement of this station, this area was under the service 

zone of AIR Jeypore, which is 162 Km towards south. 

From its inception, the program gets radiated in the single evening 

transmission from 1655 hrs to 2305 hrs IST daily. An afternoon transmission 

is under consideration and is expected to come up soon for service. This 
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station runs with a sanctioned strength of 133 staff members. Fifty-four staff 

quarters of different categories are constructed along with the office building. 

All India radio Bhawanipatna disseminates programs involving people, 

seeking their participation, speaking their idioms and acting as an agent in 

their developmental process. In the rural area, AIR Bhawanipatna has 

earned immense popularity and it can make a good reach by communicating 

the rural program in Kalahandi district. Folk music of different areas are 

recorded and broadcast for the enjoyment of the audience. The radio tries to 

reach the typical tribes gradually and to record their songs and by that a 

good exchange of culture can be made. The findings of research by the 

agricultural scientists and the timely advices to the farmers help improving 

the cultivation. Precautions are being given by the health experts to save the 

people in the inaccessible areas from epidemic. The health department 

creates awareness among the people in remote areas. 

This station is not only popular in its service zone, but also it can draw 

audience from Bolangir, Phulbani, Bargarh, Nawarangpur and Raigada 

districts, as is revealed from the listeners through their letters. Moreover this 

station serves the districts coming under the KBK scheme of Government of 

India. 

This station has started new programs like tribal music, science 

programme, sports programme, Hindi program in 1998 in addition to the 

regular programs like farm and Home, women and children programs, 

spoken words and literary programme, youth programs, The drama and 

music sections are yet to be started due to non-availability of funds. Besides, 

the Education Broadcast program is to come up soon. 

This station got the Asia Pacific Broadcasting Union Award 1998 for 

Children‘s musical feature for its production, ―A Megha Barasija‖ and again 

in the year 2002 for another musical feature under children category ―Sagara 

O‘ Pauni‖ the same award. This award was given at Sanghai, People‘s 

Republic of China. Five programs produced in this Centre have received 1
st
 

prize during 2005-07.One program has received a Joint prize, four programs 

have received 2
nd

 prizes, one program received special prize and ten 

participants received Certificate of merits prizes in the Akashvani Annual 

Awards.  

AIR Bhawanipatna is making all efforts to come out of the structural 

illusion of a local radio station and despite its sub-regional status it works 

hard for the service of the Nation. A vast and rich hinterland is behind it. 

Large masses are anxious to listen to it and to accept it as their medium of 

communication and interaction. 
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Doordarshan 

The local transmission of the Kendra was started on 15.09.2004 on the 

occasion of DD foundation day with the avowed objective of making people 

aware of their responsibilities and duties as well as of the numerous 

developmental projects being undertaken by the Government for their socio-

economic uplift. The objective also includes showcasing of the rich culture 

and trading of this tribal dominated area for preservation. Agriculture 

program that was being producted and telecast by this Kendra since 

01.11.2004 was converted in to Narrowcasting mode for simultaneous 

telecast by DDK Bhawanipatna and its five cluster LPTVs namely; Bolangir, 

Khariar, Nuapada, Nawarangpur and Jeypore from 25.07.2005 to make the 

back bone of this tribal dominated pocket‘s economy strong and stable one. 

This agriculture program has its largest viewers of this area and is practically 

contributing to the agricultural economy. At present DDK Bhawanipatna 

transmits its 60 minutes duration on Monday and Thursday from 5.00 P.M to 

6.00 PM and 30 minutes of programme on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 5.30 PM to 6.00 PM totaling 03 hours 30 minutes of program per week. 

DDK Bhawanipatna not only produces and telecasts program for its 

own but also regularly contributes 30 minutes of its program for telecast by 

Bhubaneswar on DD-1 on Saturday from 6.00 AM to 6.30 AM for a wider 

reach. Further this Kendra makes a tangible contribution of programs for 

telecast in RLSS DD-6 thus spreading the rich culture and tradition 

throughout Odisha, all major news events of the undivided KBK region are 

covered and sent to RNU Bhubaneswar for state-wide and nation-wide 

viewing. Furthermore, this Kendra regularly sends its programs of archival 

value to the Central Archives of Doordarshan at New Delhi to preserve them 

for posterity.  
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CHAPTER-VIII  

ECONOMIC TRENDS 

 Economic trends indicates the development potential of the district. 

Various people have given different indicators for the development of a 

locality. There are some economic indicators and some social index which 

describe the economic trend of an area. The indicators can be occupation 

pattern, prize strength, employment generation, standard of living, health 

and sanitation facilities, housing facilities, communication, revenue 

generation, etc. Kalahandi is mainly an agricultural district in which about 

80% of the population depends on agriculture for their living. With upcoming 

of Indravati Project, the scope for irrigation has shown an improvement. In 

addition to agriculture, animal husbandry also contributes to the 

development potential of the district. The District is full of mineral deposits as 

shown in the Chapter I. 

The Feudatory States of Odisha written by L.E.B. Cobden-Ramsay, 

gives an analytical picture of the livelihood pattern of the ex-State of 

Kalahandi in the beginning of the 20
th
 century, according to which 76.6 per 

cent of total population lived on agriculture, 16.9 per cent on industry, 0.94 

per cent on personal and domestic service, 0.79 per cent on State and 

village services, 0.32 per cent on profession and 0.25 per cent on 

commerce.  

Livelihood Pattern (20
th

 Century) 

Agriculture is the main occupation and is the chief source of livelihood 

of the people in the district. More than 80% of the people are dependent on 

it. Paddy, Kodo, Ragi, pulses and cotton are grown abundantly. The district 

is occupied largely by the Kultihas who are capable agriculturists. Desia 

Kandhas are also settled cultivators in the plains. The hill tracts called 

Dangarlas belong to the main line of the Eastern Ghat, which are at 1219-

2000 meters high in elevation and contain rich mineral deposits like 

Manganese, Graphite, Bauxite, Quartz and gem stones. About 7920sq. km. 

of the total land area of the district occupies 5.09% of the area of the state 

and is the 7
th
 largest. It is covered with forests which provide occupation to 

the people for nearly four to five months in the year. The adivasi people of 

the district are largely benefited by the forest products, namely timber, 

bamboo, broom grass, Mahua flower, Sabai grass, Kendu leaf, non-timber 

products etc. The Bhulias and Kostas belong to weaver class and earn their 

livelihood by weaving cotton and Tusser silk fabrics. The Pandras, a section 

of the caste of Mali, earn their livelihood by the sale of parched rice. The 

Bangtias earn their livelihood by catching fish, though they also occasionally 

cultivate land. The Kandras are basket-makers.  
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The Census of 1951, ascertained the ―economic status‖ and the means 

of livelihood of persons. In the foregoing basis, people were divided into two 

broad livelihood categories, viz., the agricultural classes and the non-

agricultural classes. Out of the population of 858,781, 724,969 persons 

belonged to the agricultural and 133,812 persons to the non-agricultural 

classes. Among the agricultural classes were included (a) cultivators of 

owned land (b) cultivators of un-owned land (c) cultivating laborers and their 

dependents and (d) non-cultivating owners of land and their dependents. 

The non-agricultural classes comprised of persons who were derived of their 

principal means of livelihood from (a) production (other than cultivation), (b) 

commerce, (c) transport, and (d) other services, and miscellaneous sources. 

The above eight livelihood class were divided each into three sub-classes; 

namely, self-supporting persons, non-earning dependents, and earning 

dependents in order to indicate their economic status.  

The ‗Odisha Shops and Commercial Establishments Act‘, 1956, were in 

force in Bhawanipatna, Junagarh, and Kesinga towns. Labour Officers were 

visiting the shops and establishments of these places to find out whether the 

workers employed therein were properly paid, given holidays and had fixed 

working hours. They also looked the safety, health and welfare of the 

workers. At the end of December, 1975 there were 80 shops and 82 

commercial establishments in the three towns of the district. A total number 

of 726 workers were in employment in these shops and establishments.  

The rapid development of road transport in recent years brought about 

the growth of a class of workers, viz., drivers, conductors and cleaners. In 

1976-77, 65 persons were engaged as bus conductors and 58 persons as 

cleaners, 55 cycle rickshaw pullers during the year 1976-77. They plied 

cycle rickshaws on hire basis for transporting passengers and light goods in 

the towns. Their number was more in Bhawanipatna than in other urban 

areas. Apart from these there were 536 persons plying bullock-carts in 1976-

77. 

Besides the above occupations, there were persons who rendered 

useful service by engaging themselves in different occupations. Their 

number in the district according to the 1961 Census is given in Table-VII-2. 

During 1954-55 an Economic Sample Survey was undertaken for the 

rural population of the district in which the family was taken as an unit. The 

survey showed that 93.2 per cent were agricultural families. Out of this, 68.2 

per cent belonged to the class of cultivators of land wholly owned, 2.4 per 

cent were cultivators of land un-owned, 0.1 per cent were non-cultivating 

owners, 22.5 per cent were agricultural labourers, and 0.04 per cent did not 

come in any of these classes.  
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The non-agricultural classes were divided into four main occupational 

groups. Of the total non-agricultural families 0.7 per cent derived their major 

source of income by working as labourers, 0.6 per cent from trade, 4.0 per 

cent from production other than cultivation, 1.4 per cent from service and 

other professions. In comparison with the occupational figures of the Census 

of 1951, this survey indicated no change in different occupations. 

In 1961, there were 458,968 workers which constituted 45.5 per cent of 

the total population of the district. Besides, there were 550,686 persons 

treated as non-workers. Of the total working population 270,512 persons 

were engaged as cultivators and 96,117 persons as agricultural labourers. 

Besides, 2,453 persons were engaged in mining and quarrying, 26,806 

persons in household industry, 893 persons in manufacturing other 

household industry, 553 persons in construction work, and 6,060 persons in 

trade and commerce. In transport, storage and communication 370 persons 

were engaged. There were 54,927 persons who followed other vocations not 

enumerated (Source-District Census Handbook, Kalahandi, 1961, pp.96-

104). 

The total number of workers in 1971 was 380,978 which constituted 

33.4 per cent of the total population. The male and female workers 

respectively accounted for 60.5 and 6.7 per cent. In 1961 the total number of 

workers made up 45.5 per cent of the total population and the male and 

female workers respectively constituted 63.1 and 28.2 per cent. 

Work Force-The livelihood pattern and economic status of the people 

during the period 1993, 2007 and 2011 reveal that the number of main 

workers has shown a fall between the period 1993 and 2007 for both sexes 

whereas it increased in 2011. The increase of female workers, however, is 

more than male workers. The number of marginal workers has shown a rise 

for the male but has declined for female. This may be due to greater 

participation of women in SHG and in small business. It is interesting to note 

that the non-worker population has shown a decreasing trend for both sexes 

(Table VIII-1). Both categories of non workers are engaged because of 

various development work of the Government and also of private people. 

Table-VIII-1 Number of main, marginal and non-workers sex-wise 

Year Main Marginal Non Workers Total 
Males Female Male Females Male Female 

1993 340864 85311 5092 78463 219639 401534 509730 
2007 313670 68380 67774 171126 286082 428462 620950 
2011 447290 304640 37677 299835 76922 112897 751930 

 

Source-District Statistical Hand Book 1993, 2007, 2011and Census data 2011. 

 

The trend in the changing pattern of work force (Table VIII-2) shows a 

decrease in the number of cultivators but there is an increase of agricultural 
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labourers. It may be due to division of land in a family so much so that the 

cultivation became non profitable.  

Table-VIII-2 Total number of workers etc. 

Year 
Total 

Workers 
Cultivators 

Agricultural 
labourers 

Workers in 
Household 
Industries 

Other 
Workers 

1993 369609 182628 174906 5443 46532 
2007 620950 183984 312515 17829 106622 
2011 751930 144991 436733 18453 151753 

Source-District Statistical Hand Book 1993, 2007, 2011 and Census data 2011. 

 

In the total working population, cultivators, agricultural laborers, and 

other residual workers respectively accounted for 52.7, 31.3 and 16.0 per 

cent in 1971. The corresponding figures for 1961 were 58.9, 21.0 and 20.1 

per cent. The reason for the sharp decline in the participation rates 

especially among females could partly be attributed to the change in the 

definition of workers adopted for 1971 Census as compared to that of 1961. 

According to 1971 definition, a man or a woman who was engaged primarily 

in household duties or a student attending an institution, even if such a 

person helped in the family economic activity but not as full-time worker, was 

not treated as a worker for the main activity. Application of this test resulted 

in non-inclusion of large number of house-wives and students as workers in 

1971 Census although they were classified as such in 1961 in the rural 

areas. (1. Economic Survey of Odisha, Volume, I, by Dr. Sadasiv Mishra.) 

Table-VIII-3 Number of workers according to the category of work 

(Census, 1971) 

 
Categories of Workers Male Females 

1 2 3 
Cultivators 197,295 6,789 
Agricultural Labourers 107,524 14,743 
Livestock, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting and Plantations, 
Orchards and Allied activities.  

4,650 535 

Mining and Quarrying 25 15 
Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and Repairs   
        (a)  Household Industry 7,725 3,013 
        (b)  Other than Household Industry 2.819 733 
Construction 1,156 65 
Trade and Commerce 5,513 1,403 
Transport, Storage and Communication 1,967 123 
Other services 19,599 5,298 
Non-workers 230,656 552,235 
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Table-VIII-4 Work Force of Kalahandi in 2001 

Sl. No Type of work Number 
1 Cultivators 1,83,984 
2 Small and Marginal Farmers 1,45,024 
3 Agricultural Laborers 1,74,906 
4. Artisans      5443 
5 Household and Cottage Industries    17,826 
6 Allied Agro Activities      4,820 
7 Other Works   36,832 
8 Trade and Commerce   14,853 

 
Source-District Statistical Hand Book 2001. 

An analysis of the database of 2001 census on the workforce on 

different occupations reveals that the number of people in different 

occupation has increased over 1971. 

General Level of Prices 

Foodgrains are cheapest immediately after the harvest and are dearest 

before the harvest. Price is also lower or higher according to the nature of 

harvest. Besides, if population increases, as has been happening, and 

production of food crops does not keep pace with it, prices rise, obviously 

because the same amount of food has more mouths to feed. The opening of 

the railway and the roadways also marked an epoch in the economic history 

of the district due to a brisk export trade of rice and pulses with different 

parts of India. 

Pre-Independence Period 

In the beginning of the 20
th
 century, rice and foodgrains were cheap 

and when the price of common rice rose to 12.30 kg. per rupee, prices were 

held to be high. The three years, from 1905 to 1907, during which there was 

an exceptionally brisk export trade, the average price (Kg./Rupee) of rice, 

green-gram, wheat, sesame seed, mustard seed, urid, gram, kodo, arhar, 

mandia and salt was 16.175, 12.440 ,10.575, 21.770, 16.175, 14.300, 

27.370,  14.930 kg. 1.170 and 11.200 respectively. The above price level 

remained more or less stationary for a few years. In 1912, rice and Mandia 

the staple food of the people, were available at 12.130 kg. to 16.800 kg. and 

20.527 kg. to 29.857 kg.per rupee respectively. Pulses, such as, green-

gram, black-gram, kandula, and gram were sold at 16.800 kg., 14.930 kg., 

18.600 kg., and 18.600 kg per rupee respectively. In the next year, the price 

of green-gram, black-gram, kandula and gram rose considerably due to poor 

harvest and were available at 7.465 kg. 9.100 kg., 13.063 kg.And 13.063 kg 

per rupee respectively. This price level was maintained for period of three 

years with slight fluctuations. 

In 1917-18 the price level showed an upward trend which reached at a 

climax in the next year (1918-19). The price of rice and Mandia, the staple 
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food of the people, rose from 18.600 kg. per rupee in September, to 8.864 

kg.in March1918, 23.325 kg. in April1919. During the above period the price 

of green-gram, black-gram, kandula and gram also rose abnormally and 

were available at 4.200 kg., 4.665 kg., 5.600 kg. and 7.465 kg. per rupee 

respectively. In the early part of 1919 rumors on likelihood scarcity of food 

grains caused great anxiety among the people as a consequence of which 

price of food grains rose still higher. So, pecuniary and paddy loans were 

given to the people by the ex-State Rulers at a nominal rate of interest. As a 

special concession, a special Durbar was held on the 25
th
 October,1919 on 

this occasion. The Ruler ordered for complete remission of interest for one 

year of all the taccavi loans advanced during the year. As a redress to the 

poor people the rate of interest of paddy loan for the subsequent years was 

reduced from 25 per cent to 20 per cent. An appeal was made to the local 

mahajans and sahukars to provide relief to the poorer section of the people. 

As a result of these measures people were able to tide over a very critical 

period without much hardship.  

However, in 1921 the price level decreased considerably. Rice and 

mandia, the principal food of the people were available at 16.795 kg. to 

14.930 kg.and 27.059 kg.to 22.392 kg.per rupee respectively. The price of 

green-gram, black-gram, kandula, and gram also decreased slightly. During 

the three years, from 1922 to 1924, there was a general improvement in the 

price of cereals and the average price of rice, mandia, green-gram, black-

gram, kandula and gram was 17.500 kg., 25.195 kg., and 13.063 kg. 11.200 

kg., 14.930 kg and 18.600 kg per rupee respectively. The price level of the 

above period was maintained till 1929 with the exception of rice rising to 

10.730 kg. per rupee in 1929. In the next year, there was a general 

improvement in the price of most of the articles over those preceding years. 

The maximum and the minimum price of rice and mandia were 25.195 kg 

and 14.930 kg., and 29.600 kg.and 22.392 kg per rupee respectively. 

The price of pulses also decreased and green-gram, black-gram, gram 

and wheat were available at 18.600 kg., 18.600 kg., 21.400 kg., and 14.930 

kg., per rupee respectively. Then came the serious slump when the price of 

rice dropped down to 19.593 kg. in 1932-33, and 20.526 kg. In 1935-36 per 

rupee. 

In 1941-42, there was phenomenal rise in the price of agricultural 

produce resulting from the activities of the speculators on account of the 

Second World War. The maximum and minimum quantity of rice available 

per rupee was 12.130 kg. and 10.264 kg respectively. The price of mandia 

dropped from 29.857 kg.to 14.930 kg.per rupee. The price of pulses also 

rose and green-gram, black-gram, kandula and gram were available at 9.330 

kg., 10.264 kg. and 12.130 kg. per rupee respectively. It was expected that 

with the end of the War the general food situation would improve. But it did 

not happened and the price level continued to rise gradually without any 

prospect of recession. 
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Post-Independence Period 

In the Post-Independence period there has been a phenomenal rise in 

the price of agricultural commodities. In 1951, the wholesale price of rice, 

wheat, maize, and gram was 3.5 kg., 2.1 kg., 3.2 kg., and 2.1 kg., per rupee 

respectively. This trend of the price level was maintained with slight 

fluctuations up to 1955, after which there was a marked rise in the price of 

food grains. In 1956 rice, wheat, black-gram and green-gram were sold at 

0.5 kg., 2.7 kg., 2.6 kg., and 3.1 kg., per rupee respectively. During the four 

years, 1957 to 1960, the price of rice remained constant while the price of 

wheat, black-gram and green-gram fluctuated slightly. Since 1962, there was 

an abnormal rise in the price of food grains and rice, wheat, black-gram and 

green-gram where available at 2.08 kg., 1.7 kg., 1.6 kg., and 1.5 kg per 

rupee respectively. In the next year, the price of rice, wheat, black-gram, and 

green-gram still rose higher and were available at 0.833 kg., 0.909 kg., 

0.727 kg. and 0.775 kg. per rupee respectively. However, from 1964 to 1970 

the price level decreased in certain commodities in comparison to the price 

level of 1963. The following table shows the price level of some important 

commodities during the period  

In 1971 the price level rose upward and rice, wheat,ragi, green-gram, 

and black-gram were available at 0.909 kg., 0.833 kg., 0.588 kg., and 0.666 

kg. per rupee respectively. In the next year, the price of rice, wheat, green-

gram and black-gram still rose higher and were sold at 0.769 kg., 0.800 kg., 

1.250 kg., 0.385. kg. and 0.455kg.per rupee respectively. In 1973 the price 

of paddy and rice remained constant while the price of green-gram and 

black-gram rose by 12.5 per cent and 20 per cent respectively in comparison 

to the price level of 1972. In March, 1974 the price level of food grains, oil, 

vegetables and miscellaneous goods rose steeply and the retail price of 

common rice, wheat, green-gram, black-gram, horse-gram (Kulthi), Bengal-

gram (Bunt), coconut oil, mustard oil, ground-nut oil, brinjal, potato, pumpkin 

and onion was Rs. 1.40, Rs. 1.05, Rs.2.75, Rs.1.75 Rs. 1.25, Rs.2.60, 

Rs.18.00 Rs, 11.00, Rs. 9.00, Re. 0.75, Re.0.90, Re. 0.80 and Re. 0.90 per 

kilogram respectively. In 1975, in the Dharamgarh Tahsil, paddy, rice and 

wheat were available at Rs. 100, Rs.225 and Rs.150 per quintal 

respectively. In the Lanjigarh Tahsil, paddy, rice, green-gram and black-

gram were available at Rs. 110.00, Rs. 275.00, Rs.225.00 and Rs.175.00 

per quintal respectively. The price of salt, meat and fowl during the same 

period was Re.0.25, Rs. 8.00 and Rs.10.00 per kilogram respectively, Egg 

was available at Re. 0.40 each. The price of kerosene and cow milk was Rs. 

1.37 and Rs. 2.00 per liter respectively.   

An analysis of the data base from 2001 to 2015 reveal that the prices of 

all the commodities have shown an upward trend as is evident from the table 

given below. The prices of almost all commodities have shown an upward 

trend as shown in the table.VIII-5. 
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Table VIII-5 Retail Prices of some Commodities in rural areas. (In 

Rupees per Kg/lit) 

 
Sl. 

No 

Name of the 

Commodity 

 

2001-

02 

2002-

03 

2003-

04 

2004-

05 

2005-

06 

2006-

07 

2007-

08 

2008-

09 

2009-

10 

2010-

11 

01-07-

2015 

1 Rice 8.13 7.49 8.67 7.63 9.00 9.92 11.56 13.80 15.13 16.42 26.00 

2 Atta (Flour_) 10.14 10.88 11.57 11.40 14.00 16.01 17.75 18.79 18.33 18.63 25.00 

3 Mungdal 34.36 30.21 28.43 27.95 26.00 41.44 41.21 44.42 78.44 71.56 98.00 

4 Arhardal 30.47 29.42 26.91 28.27 30.00 34.00 41.48 50.79 77.54 69.80 102.00 

5 Mustard oil 44.64 53.58 61.35 56.32 50.00 58.52 68.21 79.65 76.35 76.85 102.00 

6 Groundnut oil 44.62 48.20 53.11 52.61 60.00 56.94 60.04 78.27 70.52 75.00  

7 Coconut oil 80.52 85.57 76.49 84.92 -- 79.82 82.94 93.44 117.79 126.46  

8 Potato 8.74 7.29 6.32 8.14 8.00 8.82 9.48 8.66 14.73 10.25 11.00 

9 Onion 9.82 7.27 9.17 7.66 7.00 11.75 12.27 14.17 17.52 20.73 25.00 

10 Sugar 18.26 14.67 16.18 18.67 21.00 20.51 17.97 22.42 36.38 33.02 28.00 

11 Gur 19.58 17.23 16.45 17.09 20.00 17.94 16.38 22.98 39.83 38.79 40.00 

12 Salt 3.95 2.51 3.08 4.67 7.00 6.44 8.77 9.56 9.73 9.79 17.00 

13 Kerosene oil ( Per 

Lit_) 

14.70 14.75 

 

13.28 13.22 16.00 13.31 15.40 13.82 19.88 21.42 14.52 

Sources - District Statistical Hand Book 2007, 2009, 2011and Data collected from Market. 

The General Level of Wages 

  The majority of the working class people in the district earn their 

livelihood being employed in farm and non-farm sectors. It would be arbitrary 

to draw a watertight division between them, since many of the labourers 

engaged themselves in farm work and non-farm work at different times in the 

year. Agriculture being seasonal in character, this is a normal feature of the 

rural economy. In the urban areas, however, the skilled labourers have 

adopted specialized occupations.  

Moreover, for a considerable part of the year the rural labourers do not 

find any employment. As such, the daily wage which he earns is not a proper 

indication of his total income. The system of payment of wages was in terms 

of paddy per year and a bonus after the harvest. The labourers were hired 

on a yearly basis and they were treated as a member of the family. Over 

very short periods wages in kind remain unchanged, but since the Second 

World War with the rise in prices wage-rates in kind have also been 

frequently revised.  

Pre-Independence Period 

 In the beginning of the 20
th
 century labour was almost entirely paid in 

kind and averaged about Re. 0.12(12 paisa) per day for a man and Rs. 0.09 

for a woman. There were three classes of field labour, viz., Bahabandha, 

Barshikia, and Bhutiar. The Bahabandhas took an advance of money from 

their employer and did not leave his service until the amount was paid. They 

received one puti (746.48 kilograms) of paddy per men, and on the occasion 

of the PaushPurnima a gift of fourputis (298 quintals) of paddy and three 

pieces of cloth. Barshikias were labourers engaged in the month of Magha 
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(January-February) for one year. The usual rate was Rs.4 per annum, one 

puti (746.48 kilograms) of paddy per men/month, and at the close of the year 

four putis (298 quintals) of paddy as bonus. These laborers were also getting 

clothes during festivals for their family. Some of them were treated as 

members of the family. The Bhutiars were day labourers who received two 

mans (764 kilograms) of paddy daily. Skilled labourers received 

comparatively higher wage, mason got Rs. 050 to rs.075 per day, a 

carpenter re. 037 to Re. 075 per day, a blacksmith re037 to Re.075 per day, 

a brick layer re.031 to re037 per day, a brick-molder Re. 025 to Re.037 per 

day, a sawyer Re.037 per day, a bamboo basket and mat maker re.019 per 

day, a painter Re 037 per day and tailor Re.088 per day.   

The above wage level remained constant for a short period after which 

it increased and towards 1912 a male labourer could get Re. 0.25 or 3.732 

kg. of rice for putting labour for eight hours a day. A female labourer could 

get Re. 0.15 or 1.4 kg. of rice for the same hours of work. The Settlement 

Report of 1912-13 estimated the total remuneration of the Barshikia as Rs. 

250 per annum.  

In 1929 the abolition of Bethi and Begari for labour and the landless 

people experienced no difficulty in finding employment in various public 

works of the ex-State and the construction work of the Bengal-Nagpur 

Railway within the ex-State of Kalahandi. In 1940, Begar and Rasad 

systems were abolished. The custom of Bahabandha which was a 

compulsory engagement of a man as servant for the debts contracted by his 

presents during his minority was abolished. These progressive measures 

were a source of great relief to the poor people.   

In 1942, a male labourer got Re. 0.25 per day. In 1945 the wage of 

male labourer rose to Re. 0.37 per day. In 1946, the total remuneration of an 

attached labourer was estimated at Rs. 250 annually as mentioned below. 

(a) Uden (cash payment in advance)   Rs. 50.00  

(b) One putti of paddy/month valued  

            @ Rs.13.0 per puti for 12  months            Rs.156.00. 

(c) Cost of 3 pieces of cloth   Rs.   9.0 

(d) Payment of 2 putis of paddy  

             at harvest time @Rs. 13 / puti                Rs. 26.0.  

(e) Miscellaneous payment                     Rs.  9.0 

  

                                                             Total  Rs. 250.00 
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Post Independence Period 

 An economic sample survey was conducted during the period October 

1954 to September, 1995, by the Government of Odisha in which the family 

was taken as a unit. It was observed that in the rural economy the chief 

source of livelihood of a large number of families was wages earned from 

farm and non-farm occupations. According to this survey 93.2 per cent of the 

families in the district belonged to the agricultural classes of which 22.5 per 

cent were agricultural labourers and 6.8 per cent of the families belonged to 

the non-agricultural classes of which 0.7 per cent was non-agricultural 

labourers. Thus about one-fourth of the total number of families of the district 

constituted the labor class. As regards their mode of employment 65.42 per 

cent were employed as daily labourers. Labourers engaged on weekly, 

monthly and annual terms constituted 2.8 per cent, 3.74 per cent, and 28.04 

per cent respectively. Labourers, on the average, got work for 268 days a 

year.  

It is a well-known fact that agricultural labour constitutes the lowest 

income group in the community. In 1951 the average daily wage of male 

labourers was Re. 0.75/, women or child y got lesser wages. This wage level 

continued for a short period after which it rose considerably. In 1956, the 

skilled labourers, such as, carpenter and blacksmith got Rs. 3.00 and Rs. 

2.87 per day respectively. Among field labors men, women and children got 

Rs. 1.02, Re. 0.87, and Re. 0.49 per day respectively. A labourer engaged in 

cattle grazing got Re. 0.75 per day. Other agricultural labourers, such as, 

those who watered fields carried loads, and dug wells, etc., were paid at Re. 

1.00 per day. The halias (servants) got Rs. 250.00 annually. The income of 

halia was, no doubt, insufficient to maintain his family. But his wife too 

earned something by husking paddy and working on daily wages basis. 

According to the custom prevalent in each village the Jhankars and the 

Chowkidars got some paddy from the tenants at the time of harvest. In the 

Dongarla tract there was no service land and they got ration known as 

‗GundiPej‘ for their maintenance, which consisted of some cups of gruel of 

mandia and rice. In some villages washer man, barber, potter and 

blacksmith cultivated land free of rent for the service rendered by them to the 

village community. In between 1957 to 1961 the wage level remained, more 

or less, constant with a little fluctuation. In 1963, the wages were enhanced 

further and the skilled labourers, such as, carpenter cobbler and blacksmith 

got Rs.3.61, Rs.2.61 and Rs.3.29 per day respectively. Male labourers got 

Rs. 1.55, women Rs. 0.87, and a child Re. 0.64 per day. Other agricultural 

labourers got about the same wage as that of field labourer. A herdsman got 

Rs. 1.38 per day. From 1964 to 1970 the skilled labourers, such as, 

carpenter, mason and blacksmith got Rs.4.00 to Rs. 5.00 per day and 

unskilled labourers got Rs. 1.50 to Rs. 2.00 per male, Rs. 1.50 per female 

and Re. 1.00 per children. In 1971 the wage level rose and carpenters, 

masons and blacksmiths got Rs. 5.00 per day. Male labourers got Rs. 2.50 
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and women Rs. 2.00 per day. In the next year, the wage level rose further 

and skilled labourers got Rs. 2.25 per male day and unskilled labourers got 

Rs. 2.75 per female per day. In 1947, the wage level rose steeply with the 

rice in prices and skilled labourers, such as, carpenter blacksmith and 

mason received between Rs. 8.00 to Rs. 10.00 per day according to their 

skill. Field labourers and other agricultural labourers got at the rate of Rs. 

3.00 per male and Rs.0. 50p per female per day. When it was demanded in 

kind, it was paid at the rate of 4 kg. of paddy per day. In notification No. 

21877-L.E.H, dated the 26
th
 December, 1975, the Government of Odisha  

have fixed the minimum wages payable to all categories of agricultural 

labourers at Rs. 4.00 per day. This notification came into force from the 1
st
 

January, 1976 and wages are being paid accordingly. With the promulgation 

of the Bonded Labour System ((Abolition) Ordinance, 1975, all the Sub-

divisional labour officers were asked to conduct enquiries in to the existence 

of the bonded labour system. The District Vigilance Committee and the Sub-

Division Vigilance Committee have been constituted as required under the 

Act. Till April, 1976, 27 cases of bonded labour were detected (in 

Bhawanipatna sub-division 4,and Dharmagarh sub-division 22) of which 

eighteen were set free, six were dropped for lack of evidence and three were 

under investigation. Of the 18 bonded labourers, one was a minor boy and 

17 were minor girls. Pecuniary benefit is provided to each bonded labourer 

at the time his release. Measures are also being taken for their rehabilitation.  

The halias were usually getting Rs. 100.00 to Rs.150.00 in cash for 

their annual expenditure which was locally called as uden. Besides, they got 

masri at the rate of 12.00 kg.of paddy per week which amounted to 50 kg. 

per month. On the occasion of the PaushPurnima they were receiving 50 kg. 

of paddy which was known as siakhai, in some part of the district they got a 

little less quantity of paddy but it was compensated at the end of the year by 

giving a little more paddy after harvest. On the occasion of Nuakhai and 

Paush Purnima they got free ration. Persons having large number of halias 

maintained one Head halia locally called as Behera or Khamari. He used to 

get a little more paddy and money. He was the supervisor of cultivation and 

was respected more. The field servants generally worked from 6 a.m. to 12 

noon and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. daily. From October to December when the crop 

was in the field they used to sleep in the field at night to watch the crop.  

Wages are now paid in terms of money as is being fixed by the 

Government from time to time, which is shown below. Since 2013-14 a new 

concept called VDA (Variable Dearness Allowance) is added to the wages. 

Each group of workers is paid a VDA @ 2.50 per worker. The VDA are 

revised once in two years as fixed by the Government. The wages differ as 

per the skill. The wages paid to different types of labourers also have shown 

an upward trend over a period of time. 
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Table-VIII-6 Minimum Wages ( in Rs,) / Day. 

Year/Date of 

Enforcement 
Unskilled Semi skilled Skilled Highly skilled 

15.07.1985 7.50 9.00 12.00 16.00 

23.02.1987 10.00 11.50 14.50 18.00 

10.02.1989 11.00 12.75 16.00 20.00 

01.01.1991 25.00 30.00 35.00 40.00 

15.08.1996 30.00 36.00 42.00 48.00 

01.09.1999 40.00 48.00 56.00 64.00 

01.01.2002 50.00 60.00 70.00 80.00 

01.05.2007 70.00 80.00 90.00 100.00 

13.07.2009 90.00 103.00 116.00 129.00 

2013-2014 150+2.50*=152.50 170+2.50*=172.50 190+2.50*=192.50 205+2.50*=207.50 

Source-Data base of Labour Office, Bhawanipatna 

Migration 

Interstate migration has become a livelihood strategy for the poor 

people in some parts of Kalahandi district. The migrant workmen belong to 

Golamunda, Jaipatna and some parts of Bhawanipatna sadar Block. These 

workers migrate to states like Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu and 

Karnataka for seeking regular employment for 5-6 months and for earning 

higher wages. While some workers migrate suo-muto, others are recruited 

and drafted through recruiting agents/ Contractors. These labourers are 

mostly engaged in Brick kilns. Before departure from their homes, they 

receive lumpsum cash advance from the local agents and usually start 

moving after the local festival called ―Nuakhai‖ (August-September) every 

year. The cash advance is a factor that attracts the labourers as incentive for 

migration. They spend this money to repay previous debt, for social 

functions and to meet various contingencies of life. 

The migrant labourers recruited by the recruiting agents / contractors / 

sardars from the villages  are segregated into groups and drafted under an 

escort to board trains from transit/ dispatch points like Kesinga, Narla Road 

and Lanjigarh Road railway stations for their intended destination under the  

direction of the contractors / sardars . Two base effects work for migration. 

The Push effect is due to the advance paid to them, which meets their 

immediate needs, loans, etc. The Pull effect works after they come home for 

holidays. The higher wages pull them to go back to their masters.  People 

initially migrate because of poverty. As is evident from the BPL census data 

of 2002, 76.59% of people have monthly income of less than Rs.500/-. 

Because of indebtedness they migrate in search of work with higher wages. 

Some people migrate at times being influenced by the migrated persons and 

showing them rosy picture. The migration also depends on the availability of 

work in local areas. 
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Table-VIII-7 Migration 

Migration 
season 

No of licenses issued 
to Contractors / 

Agents under ISMW 
Act 

No. of 
workers 
covered 

Nature of 
Work 

Destination States 

1995-96 03 93 Brick-Kilns Andhra Pradesh ,    
Tamilnadu and 
Karnataka 

1996-97 04 90 

1997-98 03  60   
1998-99 03  60   
1999-00 04  85 
2000-01 04 130 
2001-02 03 130   
2002-03 01 100   
2003-04 03   51   
2004-05 03   51   
2005-06 03 130   
2006-07 02  35   
2007-08 02  35 
2008-09 02  35 
2009-10 05 180   

Source-Data base of Office of the Labour Commissioner, Bhawanipatna, Kalahandi. 

Standard of Living 

The economy of the district is mainly agricultural and the prosperity of 

the people depends mainly on weather and crop yield. When the rainfall is 

copious and evenly distributed throughout the year, people reap good 

harvest and are contented; when the contrary is the case the pinch of 

distress is widespread. In recent years, urban life has exercised a good deal 

of influence on the standard of living of the people.  

There are a good number of indicators to determine the standard of 

living of the people. Literacy is an indicator in which 66.22% of the people 

are literate with male literacy of 73.34% and female literacy of 47.27%. As 

the housing is concerned and 29.30% of people have permanent houses, 

63% have semi permanent houses, 7.7 % have temporary houses. BPL 

families constitute 62.71% of the total population. The life expectancy is 61 

years which is the same as the state average. As per the food grains 

availability the requirement was 273.49000 MT (Metric Tons) in 1993-94, 

whereas the availability was 306.63000 MT. In 2001 the requirement 

availability was 306.63000MT and 382.04,000 MT respectively (PTF Report 

on ―Seasonality and Food Security for Odisha‖2003). 

  The standard of living of a district is measured by its Gross District 

Domestic Product (GDDP), Net District Domestic Product (NDDP) and Per 

Capita Net Domestic Product (PCNDP). The Gross District Domestic 

Product can be measured both at current and base price (CP and BP) where 

2004-05 is taken as the base. The Net District Domestic Product and Per 

Capita Net Domestic Product can also be measured on the same base 
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(Table-VIII-8). Thus it can be seen that in all the cases there is a growth in 

GDDP, NDDP, and PCNDP between 2004-05 to 2009-10. An analysis of 

these parameters for the period 2004-05 to 2009-10 clearly indicates that the 

CP and BP were almost same during 04-05 whereas the CP increased by 

4.6% in 05-06 to 48-49% in 09-10. These parameters show the same trend 

as that of   GSDP, NSDP and PCNSP in Odisha (Table VIII-9). 

Table-VIII-8 District Level Gross, Net per Capita Domestic Product (In 

Rupees) 

Year 
GDDP NDDP PCNDP 

CP BP CP BP CP BP 
2004-05 205,229 205,229 186,241 186,241 13,171 13,171 
2005-06 229,848 219,675 208,193 199,040 14,489 13,847 
2006-07 258,048 237,126 233,761 241,627 15,999 14,689 
2007-08 341,368 260,389 311,327 234,313 20,961 15,776 
2008-09 391,421 285,922 356,873 257,721 23,634 17,070 
2009-10 444,542 300,286 403,486 269,290 26,309 17,546 

Source-Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Odisha 

 

Table VIII-9 State Level Gross, Net and Net Per Capita Product (In Rupees) 

 

Year 
GSDP NSDP PCNSP 

CP BP CP BP CP BP 

2004-05 7,772,944 7,772,944 6,798,701 6,798,701 17,650 17,650 

2005-06 8,509,647 8,214,472 7,354,959 7,100,497 18,846 18194 

2006-07 10,183,947 9,270,083 8,792,126 7,984,484 22,237 20,194 

2007-08 12,927,445 10,284,562 11,110,925 8,669,191 27,735 21640 

2008-09 14,849,013 11,081,178 12,751,620 9,320,665 31,416 22,963 

2009-10 16,294,663 11,585,113 13,583,689 9,395,723 33,029 22,846 

Source-Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Odisha 

Literacy  

There are a good number of indicators to judge the economic status of 

the people. Literacy is an indicator in which 60.22 % of the people are 

literate (male-73.34 % and female-47.27 %). As far as the housing is 

concerned 29.30 % of people have permanent houses, 63% have semi-

permanent houses and 7.7 % have temporary houses. BPL families 

constitute 62.71 % of the total population. The life expectency is 61 years 

which is the same as the state average. 

Calorie intake 

It is also a measure of Standard of Living. The NSS 55
th
 Round data for 

1999-2000 suggest that the average per capita calorie intake was 2051 kcal 

per day in Odisha. About 10.40% household consume less than 1890 kcal 

per capita per day. Those individuals consume less than 1800 kcal per 

capita per day are considered vulnerable. About 40% of population below 

poverty line consume less than 1383 kcal per capita per day considered 

highly vulnerable. They suffer from chronic calorie deprivation. About 18% of 
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the people in the district are in the region of very vulnerable. As per the Food 

Security Atlas of Odisha 2008, Kalahandi comes under severely insecure in 

food security status in the state. 

Grain requirement  

As per the total grain requirement and availability is concerned in 1993-

94, the requirement was 273.49,000 MT whereas the availability was 

322,00,000 MT, which increased to 306.63000 MT and 382.04 000 MT 

respectively in 2001.  

Situation in the district past and present 

Pre-Independence Period 

Lieutenant C. Elliot submitted a report on the erstwhile Kalahandi State 

to George Plowden, Esq., Commissioner, Nagpore (present Nagpur), on the 

28
th
 July 1856, which contains a graphic description of the land, the people 

and their socio-economic condition, administration, etc. some relevant 

portions of the report have been quoted here which highlight the way of 

living of the people.  

 ―This dependency is known only on the Nagpore side as Kharonde, the 

Oriya name being Kalahundy, and as there is no village or place 

corresponding to the former name it would appear to be a corruption of the 

latter, though it has been originally interest in the accounts. x xxxxx  ―The 

country is high lying near the foot of the main line of the Eastern Ghats and 

partaking of the watershed both of the Mahanuddy
1
 and Indrawritty

2
, which 

last, with several tributaries and  

1. Mahanadi 

2. Indravati 

Sub tributaries of the first, rise within its limits, it is well supplied with 

water and in some parts (as Thooamool, and c.) the soil enables to yield two 

crops of rice in a year. The hills are chiefly volcanic, and independent of 2 or 

3 considerable ranges x xxxxxxxxxx detached hills of greater or less size are 

interspersed throughout the dependency, the light alluvial soil washed from 

their slope is rich, fertile and easily worked yielding heavy crops of almost 

every description. Further in the open country the soil approaches more to 

the character of black cotton soil mixed with lime nodules and occasionally 

alternation with red gravel, but all appear capable of cultivation and likely to 

give good returns for labour well expanded. The population is thinly 

distributed, however, and the tracts of waste land are extensive as are also 

those of land once cultivated but now abandoned. At the same time the 

villages are numerous and small and the people appear to be well cared for, 

though, as in Buster and partly for the same reasons, there is no stimulus for 
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the people to excel themselves. Their case, however, is better than in 

Bustar; they are evidently more contended and numerous and less 

apprehensive of intercourse. The drawbacks here appear to be in addition to 

the universal fault of the cultivator being unable to reap the fruits of his 

labour or rest his claims on any state share of the common property, that 

although there are several large villages and many small ones their 

communication one with another is exceedingly limited and unfrequent ; 

there are no periodical bazaars and the produce of one village finds its way 

with difficulty to the next and this want if aggravated by the total want of any 

current medium of exchange. No money passes in the country not even 

cowries and during my tour it has been found necessary to pay the coolies in 

grain. These causes are the source of stagnation and much retard the 

development of the resources of this rich tract the disposition of the people 

however and the good intentions of the Rajah give every hope that these 

hindrances will be gradually and effectively removed and the country be 

made to assume that increased appearance of prosperity which it is naturally 

from many advantages so capable of maintaining. The hills are well wooded 

where the process called Dahee (Shifting cultivation on the hill slopes or 

Poddu called in South Orissa) here also practiced and explained in my 

letters on Kakeir (Kanker) and Buster has not cleared the way for cultivation. 

In some parts as Thooamool clearing has taken to some considerable extent 

principally by the hill Khonds whose fields occupy the slopes and tops of the 

hills but which latterly and gradually then appeared to be leaving for the 

plains. 

The establishment or Bazars in the various large villages in their 

neighborhood which the Rajah has at my suggestion promised to give 

immediate attention to. The trees most commonly met with the dependency 

are in the Southern parts. The Serai (Sal) so common in Bustar yielding 

large quantities of a very useful dammer or resin and the wood of which 

possesses the property of not rotting when immersed in water or inserted in 

the ground the pillar commonly seen in the middle of tanks in this country 

being generally of Serai wood; and several kinds of hard woods useful for 

building purposes but of no great size. The orange though not indigenous is 

here cultivated in considerable quantity and produces very fine fruit, I cannot 

learn from whence it has been introduced, those whom I have asked say, 

from Jeypore and Nowrangpore but I am not aware that the tree is originally 

an nature of those parts or that the vegetation there differs materially from 

that of this dependency. The bulk of the population belong to the hill tribe 

called Khonds whose restless disposition seldom allows them to remain long 

on the same spot and the greater part of whom pay nothing to Government, 

and have but little intercourse with its officers. xxxxxxxxKhond inhabitants of 

this district are of two classes or tribes, one living in the open country and 

forming the largest portion (probable about three-fifths of the whole) called 
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―Kotchriah ‖Khonds are the most civilized ; the other confined to the hills are 

called ―Dahariah‖ or Dongriah Khonds. They differ slightly in custom 

depending chiefly on their relative positions and though this may be 

supposed to have determined their division, yet they do not intermarry or 

hold much intercourse one with another. The former are described as 

peaceable, loyal and industrious generally being cultivators. They have no 

distinction of caste, each house providing for its own domestic 

arrangements. Their clothing generally consists of a single cloth and in some 

rare exceptions a turban. They worship the same gods as the Hill Khonds 

and; marry one wife and their ceremonies are conducted by the Majee of the 

village, or one of the elders of the tribe. There appears to be nothing 

especially observable regarding the except that they seem to be a race in 

disposition and under circumstances highly favorable to efforts for their 

improvement. The hill khonds and their peculiarities have already been 

carefully and minutely described in connection with the Meria Agency, so as 

to render any particular notice from my limited experience of them 

unnecessary. They appear to possess the characteristics and qualities of all 

savage hill tribes, quick of observation, suspicious, sensitive, exceedingly 

trustworthy, fond of ornaments and primitive in their habits. Their villages 

consist generally of one long wide street of double dam boo and thatched 

houses, having each a door of access in front and a door of escape in rear; 

their cultivation is entirely in the hills and they have only lately begun to 

evince a desire to locate themselves in the more healthy plains, attaching 

themselves in most cases to some larger village; at a distance from which 

they construct their own quarter as nearer to the foot to the hills as possible. 

They pay no tax whatever, their only contribution being a sheep or some 

small present at the Dusserah. It is probable that the establishment of 

periodical bazaars as yet unknown here will tend beneficially in attracting 

them to the open country and inspiring them with confidence sufficient to 

induce them to mix with the other inhabitants of the country. The Gods 

worshipped by both tribes of Khonds are represented by two sticks of 

unequal lengths inserted in the ground without any tenement or temple. The 

name locally given are ―Dhurmee‖ (Dharti) or Earth and ―Dhurma‖ (Duma) 

(the Judge of departed souls) and the offerings, which usually consist or 

arrack and live animals as fowls, sheep, buffaloes and cow. (and until very 

lately there is no doubt human beings) are simply placed in front of the idol 

upon the ground. In their food they are wholly indiscriminate and cook in old 

earthen vessels which they prefer to new ones and which they obtain from 

the villagers of the open country when they bring the produce of theirs, as 

turmeric, chillies, tobacco, oil-seeds, candol (a large variety of pulse) and 

edible roots of which there are several kinds, resembling the yam and very 

palatable, to exchange for salt, cloths. The Bhoolias and Kostas are both 

weavers, the former of cotton and the latter of ―Kosa‖or Tussa silk. Their 
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language is Oriya but they do not intermarry. The Bhooliar are said to have 

migrated from the Dhumteery and Dhumda Perghnas of Chutteesgurh. The 

caste of Malees or Gardeners is here divided into two, both distinct, their 

members not inter marrying with each other, the one called Pundrascarn 

their livelihood by the sale of Choorwa or beaten rice and the other called 

Koslas cultivate vegetable gardens. The Dosees or Astrologers, are few and 

illiterate, but satisfy the superstitions of anignorant and credulous population. 

They wear brahminical threads, though not Brahmins, and speak Oriya. 

Their mode of proceeding in prasticing their vocation is simple. When any 

person comes to consult him, the astrologer takes a small quantity of rice in 

his hand and having counted out the grain in parcels of eight or any smaller 

number the remaining grains under that number are referred to the pages of 

a book counted from the end according to the number of grain and the words 

written on the page being the answer to the question proposed.  

1. Dharti 

2. Dhuma 

3. Tussara 

4. Dhantari of Raipur District  

Wheat and several kinds of pulses, common in other parts, are not 

cultivated here though the soil is admirably adapted for them, and Channa is 

produced to a very limited extent. There appears to be no obstacle to their 

introduction. Turmeric, Fenugreek (May thee) and most of the vegetable 

used by the natives are cultivated in abundance. The import from the west 

consists of wheat and channa, from the east tobacco, salt, clothes and 

condiments as Pepper, Ginger assafoetida, etc. Trade is principally carried 

on by barter. The rupee being the only current coin. 

L.E.B. Cobden-Ramsay writing in the early part of the 20
th
 century said 

that ―The Khonds are virtually the sole occupants of the inaccessible hill 

tracts and prefer to eke out their livelihood by the less arduous system of 

dahi cultivation or jhuming; the sides of the hills which rise from these valleys 

bear eloquent testimony to this destructive system of cultivation. In this 

country the Khonds have for years reigned unmolested, paying a mere 

nominal rental for their villages, or, more correctly speaking, for their jhuming 

areas (Padas)  they are an exceedingly independent race, and they make no 

hesitation in showing that they resent the appearance of any stranger in their 

midst, especially of one in authority. The principal crop grown by them is 

mandia; turmeric is also grown on a small scale but they supplement their 

resources largely from the jungles. No Khond ever appears in any way hard 

up for food. They also keep stores of grain hidden away in caves and make 

use of this when out on hunting expeditions. In the course of time, however, 

a considerable number have settled down in the more open country and 

taken to regular cultivation. He further mentioned that the practice of human 
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sacrifice referred to in the account of Lt. C. Elliot ―has long since ceased. 

Assessment have now been imposed at nominal rates on the Jhuming areas 

(padas) these assessments were recently revised and enhanced without 

opposition and the hill Khonds are slowly but surely advancing and falling 

more into line with the more civilized reces‖. Again, ―In the open are of the 

State there area many large and prosperous village with highly cultivated 

lands. In the hill cultivation is almost confined to the burning of the hill sides 

by the Khonds, except at the headquarters of the hill. (Source-  L.C. Elliot's 

Report on Kalahandi, OHRJ, Vol. XIV, No. 2 Appendix, (1996), . Feudatory 

States of Orissa, by L.E.B. Cobden Ramsay, pp. 200,202,204 and 205). 

In Zamindaris rice and wheat are cultivated alternately. The valleys of 

the hill country are intersected with perennial streams flowing from the 

plateau land just above and fine crops of wheat are raised by means of 

natural irrigation by the Zamindars and in those villages where the members 

of the zamindar's family happen to reside. The Khonds however confine 

themselves in those parts where, they grow mandia and turmeric on the hill 

sides by burning and clearing the forest. The best cultivators in the plains 

are the Kolthia cultivators and the small tribe of Bhatras. The regular 

cultivation classes make very large profits annually by sale of produce to 

merchants who flock to this State in large numbers to export rice, rashi 

(sesame) and other cereals, and very large sums of money pass through the 

post office on this account. In the southern portions of the State a variety of 

spring rice is harvested in April. Substandard change has come over the 

State during the last fifty years and the population has increased from 

80,000 to 3, 50,000 and the soil have come under the plough and the open 

country is now highly cultivated and well irrigated with fine tanks and 

embankments. Wheat is grown on the highlands of the hill 

Zamindaris.Special efforts of late years have been made to extend the 

cultivation of this crop, and water mills have been obtained to enable the 

cultivators to grind the wheat locally. The State has never suffered from any 

general or serious failure of the crops, and even in 1900 when all the 

neighboring country was severely affected; Kalahandi knew only a slight 

scarcity.  

The abolition of Bethi and Begari system in 1923, the abolition of the 

'Bahabandha Pratha' in 1928 and the construction of Raipur Vizianagram 

railway line within the district boundary increased substantially the material 

condition of the people. The report on the Administration of Kalahandi State 

for 1935-36 narrates that the people did not feel the pinch of any distress. 

There was, as before, demand for labour in the ex-State and the labourers 

had no difficulty in finding remunerative employment in various public works 

of the State. There was sufficient stock of foodgrains and the people could 

dispose them of profitably as there was demand from outside. The Kandhas 
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and other people in the hilly area did not feel any difficulty in respect of food 

grains. Medical relief continued to keep its high standard and vaccinations 

were properly performed. The general education of the State was also 

making progress. Forest resources were developed and there was a steady 

increase in revenue. According to the Final Report on the Land Revenue 

Settlement in Kalahandi district, ex-State Khalsa Are (1946-56) by J. Das, 

―during the last 20 years there was no failure of crops except in 1938-39, 

1945-46, 1946-47, and 1947-48 when there was partial failure. There was, 

however, sufficient reserve stock to meet the requirement of the people. But 

there was a general rise in the price level and people receiving fixed salaries 

and the middle class people could not make both ends meet due to their 

increased expenses.‖ 

Post-Independence Period 

 The period 1951-61 was significant for its planned development of 

rural economy. Five Year Plans were introduced which contributed to the 

overall prosperity of the people. Minor Irrigation Projects were taken up to 

provide irrigation facilities; adoption of improved methods of agriculture; 

supply of fertilizer, pesticides, etc., opening of new dispensaries; supply of 

drinking water in rural areas; programme to control and prevent epidemic 

diseases; construction of road communication; supply of electricity; spread 

of education, etc., contributed substantially to the material progress of the 

people. This decade was comparatively free from natural calamities like 

flood, drought and epidemics. The economic prosperity and good harvests 

had thus resulted in the fast growth of the rural economy. 

The economic survey of 1954-55 indicates an important feature of this 

district, i. e., about 98.2 per cent of the tribal families were dependent on 

agriculture for their livelihood. Another significant feature was that the 

majority of the agricultural tenants constituted a very small percentage (2.4 

per cent) of the total number of rural families. The per capita supply of 

agricultural land was the highest among all the districts in the State which 

indicates a better condition of the agricultural economy. The data reveals 

that the average level of income per farming family was Rs. 292.44. Next to 

the farming families, in numerical importance, were the households who 

depended primarily, and many of them wholly, on wages by working in farm 

or non-farm occupations. Their annual income per family was Rs. 143.69 the 

data reveals that the net income from the rural trade was Rs. 203.93 on the 

average per trading establishment. The level of income of the barbers, 

washer men and priests was around Rs. 200.00 a year. This clearly 

indicates that the families pursuing these avocations belonged to the low-

income group. 
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A family budget enquiry was conducted in 1960. The design of the 

survey was one of the stratified systematic sampling. For the purpose of this 

survey the districts, viz., Kalahandi, Koraput, Boudh, Khondmals and the 

Agency areas of Ganjam were grouped under one region. The data reveals 

that cereals claimed the highest percentage of total consumption in both 

rural and urban areas. Milk and milk products claimed a lower proportion in 

rural areas than in the urban. Both in the rural and urban areas people spent 

a lot on other food items. On non-food items the urban people spent more 

than the rural people in general.  

The above consumption pattern holds good till now and, as one would 

expect, cereal consumption in the rural area is primarily in noncash terms 

while in the urban area it is in cash terms. This clearly shows that the urban 

people buy most of their cereal requirements while the rural people depend 

on home grown stock or that obtained in exchange of goods and services. 

As regards milk and milk products, more or less, an even distribution is 

prevalent between cash and noncash consumption in the rural areas, while 

in the urban area cash consumption constitutes the main factor. The trend 

with regard to cash and non-cash consumption of other food items is in the 

same direction as that of milk and milk-products for both rural and urban 

areas. In respect of fuel, light and intoxicants the non-cash consumption is 

very insignificant in urban areas. For amusements, toilets, clothes and 

sundry goods the entire consumption is in cash-terms. For miscellaneous 

goods and services and durable and semi durable goods cash consumption 

both in rural and urban areas is of overwhelming proportion. So, one may 

conclude by saying that in respect of food-items rural people depend more 

on home-grown  stock than their counterparts in the urban areas while for 

the non-food items dependence on market is almost parallel. In other words, 

urban people depend on the market for almost everything they use, while 

rural people purchase a few items only. The increase in the prices of various 

articles of daily consumption has hit hard the urban people. In towns, shops 

dealing in grocery, cloth, stationery, fuel, steel and wooden furniture, 

utensils, optical goods, books and periodicals, medicine, fancy goods, etc., 

have sprung up in large number. The number of automobile repairing shops, 

bicycle and rickshaw repairing shops, watch repairing shops, tailoring shops, 

hair-cutting saloons, hotels, vegetable shops, betel shops, etc., are also 

gradually increasing. The urban area presents a picture of all the socially 

significant sections of the people from the unskilled labourer to the well-to-do 

and the rich. The impact of urban life and the modern means of 

communication have, to some extent, influenced the food habits and luxuries 

of the rural people. Beverage like tea has become common even in the 

village homes. Bicycles have become a very common possession. Many 

fashionable articles like motor cycles, scooters, radios, transistors, electric 

fans, petromax lanterns, stoves, textiles of synthetic yarn, wrist watches, 

microphones, goggles, shoes, stainless utensils, plastic wares, scented oils, 

cosmetics, etc., have made their way into the rural areas. With the 
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expansion of communication businessmen are able to dispatch their goods 

to the remote   countryside. Consequently shops selling varieties of goods, 

both luxuries and essential, have now appeared in almost all big villages. 

Tailoring shops, bicycle repairing shops and tea shops are coming up in 

every big village. With more money in the hands of the cultivators, use of 

wheat, sugar, vanaspati ghee, egg, baby foods, etc is being noticed. Many of 

the big villages have been electrified. Pucca houses have been constructed 

by the well-to-do people. Model houses and low cost houses for the weaker 

section of the community are being built by the Government. The standard of 

living of the people is improving steadily due to the adoption of improved 

agricultural technique, execution of irrigation projects, use of improved seeds 

and manures, establishment of various cottage industries and, above all, 

general consciousness created through the agency of Community 

Development Blocks. Organisations for women and youth are set up to 

conduct cultural and social activities. The Book Banks have been opened in 

the High English schools and the Middle English schools to supply text-

books to the poor students at a nominal cost for a prescribed period. With 

the availability of the co-operative credit, Bank loans and Government loans 

the cultivators find an easy way to escape from the clutches of private 

money-lenders who charge a high rate of interest. The Savings Bank facility 

and availability of Small Savings Certificates in Post Offices are inducing 

many people to keep their savings in Pass Books and National Savings 

Certificates. With the nationalization of Banks people have benefited at large 

by getting cash loans for productive and self-employment purposes. 

Moreover, the various development programmes of the Government 

including the 20-Point Economic Programme evoke an urge for improvement 

and progress among the people. 

General Level of Employment in Different Occupations 

The jurisdiction of the District Employment Exchange covers the entire 

district. The scope of employment in the private sector is limited mostly to 

flour-mils, and saw-mills. There is no large-scale industry in the district either 

in public or private sector as a consequence of which job opportunities are 

found mostly in Government offices. 

Employment Exchange 

The District Employment Exchange was started at the district 

headquarters, Bhawanipatna, on the 17
th
 September 1958. As regards the 

employment seekers generally Graduates in Arts, Science and Commerce; 

under graduates, matriculates, unskilled workers and typists registered their 

names in the Employment Exchange. (Tables VIII-10 and 11) show the 

number of registration, placement and the position of the live Register for the 

period 2009 to 2014. 
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Table-VIII-10 Employment position 

Year Registration Placement 
S.C S T Others Total S C S T Others Total 

2009 1670 1135 3465 6270 28 21 26 75 
2010 2184 1702 3350 7236 12 27 26 65 
2011 2289 1484 5128 8901 10 18 28 56 
2012 1450 919 3028 5397 24 31 49 104 
2013 1897 1456 3839 7192 3 2 17 22 
2014 1488 1200 2767 5455 9 2 28 39 

Source- Database of Employment Exchange, Bhawanipatna. 

 

Table-VIII-11 Live Register 
Year Live   Register 

S C S T Others Total 
2009 7358 4176 17270 28804 
2010 7272 4480 16809 28561 
2011 8060 5106 18625 31791 
2012 8247 5192 19186 32625 
2013 8365 5287 19915 33567 
2014 7511 4708 20185 32404 

Source-  Database of Employment Exchange, Bhawanipatna 

Live register (TableVIII-11) shows the accumulated figures of 

registration over a period of time as per category such as ST, SC others.  

Employment Market Information 

The collection of data on employment market in the district was first 

started in December 1958, pertaining to the public sector only. In March 

1962 the collection of data on employment market was also undertaken in 

the private sector. In 1962 there were 6627 males 176 females employed in 

the public sector and 717 males and 306 females employed in the private 

sector. Gradually the position has improved.  The total establishment in 

public and private sector as on December 2013 is 238 and 70 respectively. 

The total number of employees available in public sector is 15238 out of 

which 2164 are female. In private sector establishment the total numbers of 

employees are 1433 out of which female are 195 as per the information 

available with Employment Exchange, Bhawanipatna. 

MGNREGA 

The Food for Work programme discontinued in 2005 and in its place 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act was introduced from 2006.  It 

provided 100 days of unskilled work at the minimum wage to each 

household in the rural area. In the first phase some 200 districts in India 

were selected for this Act to be implemented. Kalahandi was the district in 

which MNREGA was implemented in the first phase from 2006. The Act is to 

provide 100 days of employment along with the objective to stop rural-urban 

migration. Since its inception it has provided employment to the rural 

masses and has addressed to migration. It is evident from the data base 

presented in the table.   
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Table VIII-12 MGNREGA -Physical 

Year No of 

Job 

card 

issued 

No of Beneficiaries provided Employment No of House 

Holds 

provided 

Employment 

No of man 

days 

generated 

SC ST OC TOTAL WOMEN 

2007-08 206,416 139,644 279,633 311872 731149 NA 23702 2180397 

2008-09 268,436 270,656 554,770 546392 1371818 494557 49972 1361818 

2009-10 268,436 270,656 554,770 546392 1371818 494557 49972 1424497 

2010-11 285,330 612,267 1,276,682 1706100 3595049 1524696 84234 3595049 

2011-12 288494 368620 834184 1017047 2219851 959045 72215 2219851 

2012-13 292672 413191 985668 1212218 2611077 1104574 74599 2611077 

2013-14 297398 581526 1343117 1649125 3573768 1436384 84918 3573768 

2014-15 301872 385440 802781 1042526 2230747 922175 64877 1687646 

2015-16 303709 114889 234770 324002 676361 291126 33332 676361 

Source-DRDA Agency Kalahandi. 

As shown in the table above the numbers of beneficiaries under 

MGNREGA on an increase in the employment generation in the district 

except in 2015-16. It has a financial part also which is shown in the table-

VIII-13. 

 

Table No. –VIII-13 MGNREGA – (Financial in Lakhs) 

 
Items on 

MGNREGA 
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

OB as on 1
st
 April  193.77 758.10 (Audit 

Fig) 
912.38 536.61 816.26 692.03 

Central Release  5810.00 4300.00 3840.00 2160.00 0.00 0.00 
State Release  534.44 588.88 371.11 240.00 0.00 0.00 
E-FMS   520.18 723.65 4782.86 7854.90 
Others (Interest / 
Refund) 

7.98 32.07 147.17 1.33 61.44 0.00 

Total Funds 
Available  

6546.19 5679.05 5790.85 3661.59 5537.71 8546.93 

Expenditure  5795.57. 4851.73 5254.24 2668.87 4845.68 9282.60 
% of Expenditure  88.53% 85.43% 91% 73% 82.08 108% 
Balance  750.62 827.32 536.61 992.72 692.03  
Financial Target 
(LB) 

    11939.00 10113.46 

Source   DRDA, Kalahandi 

 

The financial component of MGNREGA indicates that there is a rising 
trend in the allocation of funds for the said programme. However, there is a 
fall in the allocation of funds in 2015-16. So far as the state contribution is 
concerned, it has shown a declining trend, so do the contribution of the 
central share after 2012-13. Moreover, it is seen that the percentage of 
expenditure has increased over a period of time.  

Agriculture 

During the period 1
st
 July, 1974 to the 30

th
 June, 1975, out of 

9,05,270.22 hectares of land, 4,42,798.052 hectares were sown for food 
crops. During April, 1974 to March, 1975 improved seeds of paddy 8,17,244 
quintals, wheat 959 quintals, jowar 41 quintals, maize 376 quintals, ragi 399 
quintals, pulses 4,267 quintals, cotton 103 quintals, Jute 10 quintals, oil 
seeds 1,787 quintals, vegetable seeds 1,006 quintals and sugarcane 2,083 
quintals were distributed. Fertilisers, such as, 4,983 quintals of Calcium 
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Ammonium Nitrate, 1,681 quintals, of Super Phosphate, 596 quintals of 
Ammonium Phosphate and 127 quintals of other chemical fertilizers were 
distributed. An area of 372 hectares was under green manuring and 1,452 
Kilograms of green manure seeds were distributed. 507 liters of liquid 
chemical pesticide and 514 kilograms of pesticide powder were distributed. 
Fruit trees of 6,387 numbers were transplanted and 5,17,102 tons of 
compost and 10 quintals of bone meal were produced. There were 435 
private workshops for manufacturing agricultural implements. 

As per 2001 Census Agriculture is the main source of employment and 

income for the people of the District is about 80% of households. As per 

2006-07 report on Agricultural Statistics, net area sown was 368,313 hectars 

which is 46.50% of the total area of the District. The Gross Cropped area of 

the District was reported as 564023 hectars in the same period. The average 

Productivity of Kharif and Rabi Crops are at 1043 kg/ha and 1524 kg/ha in 

the District. Crops like rice, wheat, maize, ragi, pulses, ground nuts and 

other Oil seeds, Cotton and Sugar-cane are produced in the District. The 

Productivity of rice is 1119 kg per hectars as per 2010-11. The prediction of 

wheat was 164 Quintals. The maize is produced at 34141 Quintals, Ragi-

7840 Quintals, etc. The fertilizer used is @ 57.54 kg/ha. During 2006-07 the 

District consumed 21851 tons of urea, 7805 tons of DAP, 4023 tons of MOP 

and 1,101 tons of SSP. In addition the farmers also used organic manures 

and vermin-composts to increase the yield of land. There are 216 private 

bodies to prepare Agricultural Implements for the District as per 2006-07.  

Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 

In 1974-75, there were 22 Veterinary dispensaries, 63 Stockman 

centers, and 6 Artificial Insemination Centers in the Community 

Development Blocks. In 2006-07 there were 21 veterinary dispensaries, 131 

Livestock Aid Centers, 131 Artificial Insemination Centres in the community 

development Blocks. There are 34 VAS/ Additional VAS and 144 Live Stock 

inspectors in the District.  In 2006-07 there were 21 Veterinary dispensaries, 

131 Livestock Aid Centres, 131 Artificial Insemination Centre‘s in the 

community development Blocks. There are 34 VAS/Additional VAS and 144 

Livestock Inspectors in the district. 

Employment Potential of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry  

Agriculture constitute the main occupation of the people of the district. 

About 80% of the households depend on it for their livelihood. There is a 

decline in the number of Agriculturalist and in its place the number of 

Agricultural laborers has increased. The number of agricultural laborers were 

174906 in 1993 which increased to 312515 in 2007 and 2136733 in 201. 

However, the number of cultivators have declined from 182628 in 1993 to 

183984 in 2007 and finally to 144991 in 2011. This shows a shift of 

agriculturist to agricultural laborers. Thus agriculture as a means of 

employment has increased with the commercialization of agriculture for the 
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production of cotton, maize, sugarcane, etc.  Most farmers used to keep 

cows, buffalo, goats, fowls etc. along with the practice of Agriculture. The 

domestication of animals used to supplement the farmers in their income 

which helps for carry out the cultivation. Animal husbandry also provides 

food, fertilizer for the farmers. Milk, ghee, curd, etc. used to meet the food 

requirements and cow-dunk used as bio-fertilizer for cultivation.   But 

unfortunately the number of livestock is on a downward trend which states 

that the dependence of people on livestock is declining which is evident from 

the data in Table VIII-14. 

Table VIII-14 Livestock position in the district 

 
Census 

Year 
Hospital/ 

dispensaries 
Livestock 
centers 

Buffalo Cattle 
cross 
bread 

Indigenous 
cow 

Sheep Goats Pig 

2000 21 129 95534 17629 463427 100928 221848 7689 
2007 21 129 55724 12502 291230 88053 241502 6447 
2012 21 129 43764 33635 277240 79939 216924 3727 

 

Source CDVO, Kalahandi. 

Thus we find that the number of all varieties of livestock except the 

cross breed variety has declined over a period of time. This shows that with 

the mechanization of Agriculture, the dependence on the domesticated 

animals has declined. However, there is a scope for a rise in this sector in 

the district.. 

Impact of Health and Rural Sanitation on the Economy 

  In 1974-75, there were 13 dispensaries, 19 Primary Health Centers, 

32 Maternity and Child Welfare Centers and 35 Family Planning Centers. 

Besides, there were 15 training center for Dhais. In 2010-11, there were I 

Medical College, I sub-divisional Hospital, 2 Other Hospitals, 16 community 

centres, 43 primary Health Centres (New) 19 Mobile Health Unit, 242 Health 

Sub-Centres, 525 numbers of beds in Kalahandi in addition there are 131 

Private Medical Institutions with 320 beds.  

In 2010-11, there is one Medical College, one Sub- divisional Hospital, 

2 other Hospitals, 16 Community Centers, 43 Primary Health Centers 

(New)19 Mobile  Health Units, 242 Health Sub- Centres, 525 numbers of 

beds in the district. In addition there are 131 Private Medical Institutions with 

320 beds. 

In sanitation, a majority of rural habitations in the plains of Kalahandi 

have safe source of drinking water within 0.5 km though there are variations 

across the Blocks as on 2010-11. In the tribal Blocks of Th. Rampur and 

Lanjigarh however the situation is different. In Th. Rampur, there is 

availability of safe drinking water within elevation of 50 to 100 meters and in 

Lanjigarh drinking water is available within elevation of less than 50 meters. 
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It is observed that 95.24% of rural folk go for open defecation, 0.81 % 

have Group latrines with irregular water supply, 0.27% have Group latrines 

with regular water supply, 0.20% have clean Group Latrines with regular 

water supply and regular sweeper, 1.94% have private latrine. This speaks 

of  hygiene of the District.  

Education and Economic Development 

Education is an indicator of human as well as socio-economic 

development. Modern education, however, began in the year 1860, when 4 

primary schools were started by the former rulers of the Ex-state of 

Kalahandi. The number of primary schools increased to 15 by the end of 

1881. One Middle English school was established in 1871. By 1907 there 

were 58 schools including 10 private schools in Kalahandi.  The ex-State 

spent Rs 10000 a year on education it enjoyed the service of Agency 

Inspector of Schools.  

 The gradual improvement in the spread of education in the district by 

1914-15 increased to 74 schools with one Middle English School, 20 Upper 

Primary boys school, one Upper Primary girls school, 47 Lower Primary 

boys school, three Lower Primary girls school, one Teacher‘s Training 

School and one Sanskrit Tol. 

The number of schools increased to 82 by 1922-23. After 

Independence Government of India and the State Government have made 

continuous efforts to popularize education. The National Education Policies 

of 1968, 1986 and 1992 were passed the 42
nd

 amendment of the constitution 

of India brought Education to the concurrent list 93
rd

 amendment made 

Education a fundamental right. 

In 1974-75, there were 1771 Primary Schools, 6 Junior Basic Schools, 

and 71 Sevashrams. Out of the 71sevasharms, 3 were residential schools. 

Besides there were 163 Middle English Schoolsand 5 Ashram Schools of 

Middle English School standard. There were 43 High Schools and 2 Ashram 

schools of High English school standard. In these schools 73720 boys and 

32377 girls were enrolled of which 30584 boys and 14624 girls belong to 

Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes. There were 3565 male and 59 

female teachers of which 2014 male and 29 female teachers were trained. 

The information as per 2005 to 2010-11 depicts an upward trend for primary, 

middle, secondary education along with college and other educational 

institutions have shown an improvement over the previous time period. 
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Impact of Social Education 

In 1974-75, there were 41 registered and 334 unregistered Yubak 

Sanghas with 1,085 and 11,252 members respectively. Besides, there were 

34 libraries and reading rooms, 13 Adult Literacy Centers, 20 Community 

Centers, 62 play-grounds, and 70 Rural Radio Forums with 137 radio sets. 

The total literacy campaign was started in the District on 5
th
 September 

1992. And a total of 73949 learners were made literate as on July 1995. The 

achievement was 58%. The Post literacy Programme was launched in the 

district on 01.08.1995 in which out of 180,699 learners enrolled 1.76347 

learners were made literate as on 3.03.2002 with an achievement of 68.42% 

aprogramme launched on 26.01.2003 called the continuing education 

programme which was a programme to increase awareness to educate 

people. The programme continued with 580 continuing education centers 

and 56 Nodal continuing Education Centers. The programme also targeted 

to have cleanliness of the village. 

Saakshar Bharat Programme was started on 28
th
 Feb 2011 to continue 

the literacy programme. The programme covered a total of 323525 

households. With 333669 learners enrolled of which 137010 were male and 

196659 were female. As per the target of 206042 enrolled larners were 

182746 with a dropout of 19787. However, the literacy rate of the district as 

per 2011 Census was 60.22% with 73.34% for male and 47.27% for female. 

Where the literacy percentage of the State is 72.90% with 81.60% for male 

and 64.60% for female. The literacy percentage of Kalahandi has shown 

improvement as compared to 2001. It was 45.94% with 62.66% for male and 

29.28% for female. During 2001 the literacy rate of Odisha was 63.08% with 

45.35% male and 50.51% female.  

SGSY (SwarnaJayanti Gram SwarojgarYojona)/NRLM (National Rural 

Livelihood Mission) 

SGSY was introduced in April 1999 as a result of restructuring and 

combining the IRDP (Integrated Rural Development Programme) and MWS 

(Million Wells) in to a single self-employment programme. It aimed at 

promoting micro-enterprises and helping the rural poor in to self–help 

groups. Later on, it was converted to NRLM (National Rural Livelihood 

Mission) and in vogue from 2011-12. Since its inception it was shown 

promising results in Kalahandi. 

Indira AwasYojana (IAY) 

Indira Awaas Jojana (IAY) is a flagship scheme of the Ministry of Rural 

Development, Government of India. It has been providing assistance to BPL 

families who are either houseless or having inadequate housing facilities for 
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a safe and durable shelter and thus rural housing is one of the major anti-

poverty measures for the poor BPL families.  

It was made an independent scheme w.e.f 01.01.1996 which was a 

sub-scheme since 1980 under NREP, RLEGP and JRY. Housing is a 

fundamental human need; it is a basic requirement for human survival as 

well as for a decent life. A house is both a consumer good as well as a 

capital good. It is an economic good which enhances the standard of living.  

It is essentially a public housing scheme for the houseless poor families 

and those living in dilapidated and kutcha houses with a component for 

providing house sites to the landless poor as well. The scheme is designed 

for Below Poverty Line (BPL) households, which are to be identified by the 

community through Gram Sabhas. 

The cost of the scheme except the component for provision of house 

sites would be shared between Government of India and State Government 

in the ratio 75:25. At the district level the implementation has been entrusted 

to Zilla Parishad / DRDA and at village Panchayat level this has been 

entrusted to Panchayat Samities.  

The targets groups in order of priority are Primitive Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs); Beneficiary families of the Forest Right Act.; Women in difficult 

circumstance, including widows, those divorced or deserted, women victims 

of atrocities and whose husbands are missing in last three years ; Mentally 

challenged persons; physically challenged persons; transgender persons; 

widows and next-of-kin of members of defense/paramilitary/police forces 

killed in action (even not in BPL); Households where a member is suffering 

from leprosy or cancer; People living with HIV (PLHIV) and other houseless 

BPL families.  

This would also ensure coverage of the most vulnerable people in the 

priority list. The above suggested priority needs to be followed for SCs, STs, 

persons with disabilities, Minorities and others. A five year priority list of 

people who need to be given assistance are being prepared using the 1997 

BPL data, SECC baseline data through a participatory process. SECC data 

are being used to identify the landless for the purpose of the scheme and 

also a separate priority list for SCs / STs, minority and disabilities persons 

are also prepared which needs approval at Gram Sabha and later on at Zilla 

Parishad. No contractors are involved in the construction of these houses 

and the beneficiary is at liberty to construct his / her own houses. The total 

amount is transferred to the beneficiary‘s account in three installments.  

a. The first installment with the work order (not more than 25% of the 

total cost) 

b. The 2
nd

 installment released after lintel level (not more than 60% of 

the unit cost) 
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c. The 3
rd

 installment released after completion of the houses and the 

beneficiary starts living (not more than 15% of the unit cost). 

Completion of a dwelling unit normally should not take more than two 

years from the date of sanction of first installment and the officials ensure 

that a display board is fixed indicating the IAY logo, year of construction, 

name of the beneficiary, etc.    

The scheme has been monitored very closely and regularly by District 

Level Officials and Block Levels Officials with special emphasis on quality 

and timely completion of construction. National Level Monitors and Area 

State Level Officials also visit the IAY houses during their field visit. All data 

regarding beneficiaries, progress of construction and release of funds, 

including photographs and inspection reports are placed in Awas Soft 

(www.iay.nic.in). The target and achievement for the year 2010-11 to 2012-

13 remained same i.e. 4220, 3825 and 4238 houses but a difference is 

noticed from 2013-14 to 2015-16. The target and achievements are 5266 

and 4622, 7626 and 6889, 8596 and 4171 houses respectively. 

Biju Pucca GharYojana (BPGY) 

This is a state scheme replacing ‗Mo-Kudia‘ scheme, which was 

launched in 2008-09 and worked in entire Odisha. The BPG is constructed 

over a minimum of 20sq.meters area with Rs.70,000.0 for non IAP districts 

and Rs.75,000.0 for IAP districts. 

In 1974-75, the average number of feeding days for expectant and 

nursing mothers and pre-school children was 204, and the average number 

of beneficiaries fed per day was 41,685 of which 24,411 were expectant and 

nursing mothers, and 17,274 were pre-school children. Besides, 1,517 

Primary schools were taken up under feeding programme. The average 

number of feeding days for school children was 192 and about 38,163 

beneficiaries were fed per day. During the year, 17,600 lb. of corn soya bean 

milk, 80,486 lb. of salad oil and 9, 99,793 lb. of Bulgar wheat were supplied 

to the beneficiaries. Four expectant and nursing mothers, 207 pre-school 

children and 794 school children were medically examined. As per 2007-08 

there are 1263 Anganwadi Centers under 14 ICDS Projects serving 165071 

beneficiaries for supplementary feeding program me in which children are 

fed along with the expectant mothers. Under Mid-Day-Meal programme 

students of class 1 to class 5
th
 were covered with170019 students of primary 

schools and 27381 students of EGS are covered. 

Communication 

In 1974-75, there were 491 km., 783 km., 752. km and 359., of roads 

maintained by the Panchayat Samitis, Grama Panchyats, Public Works 

Department and Rural Engineering Organization respectively. Two Hundred 

and Six kilometers of State Highway and 67 kilometers of rail roads are 

passing through the Community Development Blocks of the district.  
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As per 2010-11, the total length of the National Highway in the district is 

184 Kms, State Highway 56 Kms, Major District Road 354 Kms, Other roads 

79 Kms, Forest roads 311 Kms , Panchayat Samiti roads 608 Kms, Gram 

Panchyat roads 11945 Kms in the district. The district has 92.43 Kms of 

Railways with 5 stations during the same period. 

Transport and communication play an important role in improving 

efficiently and productivity of various economic activities, social sector 

development, human settlements and overall performance of economic 

growth. Transport sector includes all major types of transport like road 

transport, railways, airways and water transport.  

Road transport and Railways are major contributors for passenger 

traffic as well as freight. In the district there has been the development of 

road and Roadways over a period of time contributing to the overall 

development of the district. In 1947-75 there were no National Highways 

across the district but in 2010-11, there has been the development of NHs, 

State Highways major district roads, other roads forest roads, Panchayat 

Samiti Roads, Gram Panchayat Roads etc. With the development of roads 

across the district along with the PMGSY, (Pradhan Mantri Gram 

SadakYojana) all the rural areas are connected to the Urban Centers which 

has helped the people of the rural areas to get amenities of the Urban 

Centers like a better price for their produce better medical facilities and 

provisions for their day to day life. Again the roads have been a 

complementary for Railways as goods after transport by Railways need road 

transport to send the goods to remote areas and goods are transported from 

different parts to the railway points by road. Things like Fertilizer, Cement, 

etc. and Bauxite for Vedanta Alumina are transported from outside the state 

by Railways are transported to the consumers and production points. 

Further, rice, and other finished products, and Slurry of Vedanta Alumina are 

transported by road to railway points, which are transported outside.  

After the development of Railway line from Lanjigarh Road to Junagarh 

via Bhawanipatna, the district headquarters is connected by Railways. 

Railway connects the district to Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur, Raipur, etc. The 

development of the Rail lines were added to the earlier 38.43kms of railway 

tracks. There were three passenger stations which has now increased to 5. 

The developments of railway lines have increased for crises-crossing and for 

the development of trade and commerce in the district. This has also brought 

about the socio-economic and cultural exchange between states as now the 

district is connected to Chhatisgarh, Andhara Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, 

etc by Railways directly or indirectly.    

Co-operative Societies 

During the period July, 1974 to June, 1975, there were 110 Primary 

Agricultural Credit and Multipurpose Societies, 4 Primary Non-agricultural C   

redit Co-operative Societies, 4 Primary Industrial Societies, 1 Forest 
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Contract Co-operative Society and 19 Graingollas with 86,071 persons, 662 

persons, 105 persons, 25 persons and 16,474 persons as members 

respectively. The Primary Agricultural Credit and Multipurpose Societies had 

Rs. 29, 52,436 and Rs. 1,47,46,68 as share capital and working capital 

respectively. They had advanced loan of Rs. 74, 58,749 in cash and 12,500 

quintals of paddy in kind. The primary Non-agricultural Credit Co-operative 

Societies had Rs. 6,423 and Rs. 12,000 as their paid-up and working capital 

respectively. The paid-up capital and working capital of the Primary 

Industrial Societies were Rs. 1,090 and Rs. 15,100 respectively.  

By 2009-10 the number of Primary Agricultural Cooperative Societies 

was 77 with 197000 members with the working capital of Rs 8495 lacs.The 

share capital of Rs 987 lacs, deposits of Rs 213 lacs borrowing of Rs 

6283lacs.There were 5 Employees Cooperative Societies,1 Central 

Cooperative Bank with 16 branches, two  Regional Cooperative Marketing 

Society (RCMS). There are two student‘s consumer Cooperative Stores and 

750 fair price shops in the district. 

Irrigation 

During the period July, 1974 to June, 1975 the net irrigated area in the 

district was 20,850.42 hectares of which 2,905.52 hectares were irrigated 

through Government canals, 26 hectares through tanks, 5,116.35 hectares 

through wells and 8,118.12 hectares through other water sources. During 

the period July 1974 to June 1975 the net irrigated area in the district was 

20,850.42 hectares of which 2905.52 hectares were irrigated through 

Government Canals, 26 hectares through tanks 5116.35 hectares through 

wells and 811, 12 hectares through this water sources. However in 2010-11 

total 168244 hectares for Rabi Cultivation Major and Medium dams 

constitute 98,000 hectares in Kharif and 60082 hectares in Rabi have now 

become for state drinking water 2012 villages with 506 drinking water wells, 

12,130 tube wells, and 6492 tanks. There were 19 small-scale industrial 

Units of which 10 were managed by the UramPanchayats, the number of 

small scale units increased to 449 in 2004-05 in the district. An area of 300 

hectares were brought under soil conservation which view eased to 18,454 

hectares and there was one unit of pisciculture has now increased to 3609 

units by 2011 with an average yield of 10,323 kg per pond.    

Minor flow irrigation constituted 30400 hectares in Kharif as 4704 

hectares for Rabi. Minor lift irrigation provided for 18,054 hectares in Kharif 

and 10378 hectares for Rabi. Other sources contribute 21785 ha for Kharif 

and 32388 he for Rabi Cultivation(Table VIII-15 ). 
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 Table VIII-15 Irrigation Potential in 2010-11 
 Type of Irrigation Infrastructure Kharif(ha) Rabi (ha) 

1. Majors-Medium-Dams- 145,365 105,632 

2. Minor (Flow)-  30400 4704 

3. Minor (Lift)- 18054 10,378 

4. Other Sources- 21785 32388 

Source DRDA, Kalahandi   

 

Trend of the Growth of Revenue in the District for Development 

In addition to the above, the district earns a good revenue in various 

sectors to the state income. The Excise (Table VIII-16), Forest Corporation 

from its sale proceeds from timber, NTFP (Non-Timber Forest Product) and 

Kendu leaves (Table-VIII-17), and the revenue generated by RTA (Table-

VIII-18), also shows a healthy growth. The corporate social responsibility of 

M/s. Vedanta Alumina Limited also adds to the economic development 

potential of the district (Table-VIII-19). 

Table-VIII-16 Collection of Revenue from Excise 

 
Sl. No. Year Collection (In Rs.) 

1 2 3 

01 1988-89 Rs. 1,27,79,991/- 

02 1989-90 Rs. 1,50,23,629/- 

03 1990-91 Rs. 1,60,58,290/- 

04 1991-92 Rs. 1,90,50,799/- 

05 1992-93 Rs. 2,82,20,665/- 

06 1993-94 Rs. 3,00,91,411/- 

07 1994-95 Rs.    95,50,521/- 

08 1995-96 Rs. 1,30,28,844/- 

09 1996-97 Rs. 2,61,25,550/- 

10 1997-98 Rs. 3,56,47,423/- 

11 1998-99 Rs. 3,83,50,644/- 

12 1999-2000 Rs. 3,18,62,680/- 

13 2000-01 Rs. 4,29,91,449/- 

14 2001-02 Rs. 3,82,37,093/- 

15 2002-03 Rs. 4,43,75,902/- 

16 2003-04 Rs. 4,56,43,812/- 

17 2004-05 Rs. 5,33,59,740/- 

18 2005-06 Rs. 5,96,26,947/- 

19 2006-07 Rs. 6,14,19,573/- 

20 2007-08 Rs. 7,05,99,305/- 

21 2008-09 Rs. 7,72,49,893/- 

22 2009-10 Rs. 8,83,64,765/- 

23 2010-11 Rs. 10,41,72,099/- 

24 2011-12 Rs. 11,81,24,961/- 

25 2012-13 Rs. 13,30,77,517/- 

26 2013-14 Rs. 15,55,51,492/- 

27 2014-15 Rs. 20,77,14,103/- 

28 2015-16 up to December-2015 Rs.14,65,64,265/- 

Source- District Excise Office, Kalahandi 
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The district contributes the highest amount of revenue in excise to the 

state. The Collection of revenue from Excises Department indicates that 

there is a phenomenal rise in the revenue (3.48 times between 2005 and 

2015). The revenue has increased by about 12 times whereas the 

population has increased by 3 times during the last 30 years. It may be due 

to increase of price and higher consumption of liquor / per person. 

Table-VIII-17 Timber and Non-Timber Revenue 

Year 

Sale proceeds from sale of round timber 
Sale proceeds of Kendu 

Leafs 
Timber Firewood Kendu leaf 

Quantity 
(In Cum) 

Amount 
(In Lakhs) 

Quantity 
(In MT) 

Amount 
(In Lakhs) 

Quantity 
Amount (In 

Lakh) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1980-81 --- --- --- --- --- 198.24 
1981-82 --- --- --- --- --- 162.23 
1982-83 --- 10.10 --- 0.62 --- 231.95 
1983-84 --- 54.91 --- 13.71 --- 309.13 
1984-85 --- 56.91 --- 11.45 --- 266.93 
1985-86 --- 26.38 --- 13.31 --- 435.70 
1986-87 --- 45.85 --- 13.83 --- 677.17 
1987-88 --- 37.40 --- 3.27 --- 1,706.77 
1988-89 --- 53.39 --- 9.65 --- 1,063.83 
1989-90 --- 9.63 --- 11.37 --- 2,210.31 
1990-91 --- 0.97 --- 0.30 --- 1,594.91 
1991-92 --- 16.91 --- 7.37 --- 2,299.80 
1992-93 --- 34.36 --- 4.36 --- 2,665.17 
1993-94 --- 123.41 --- 3.44 --- 1,567.13 
1994-95 --- 53.68 --- 2.48 --- 1,417.78 
1995-96 --- 46.43 --- 0.59 --- 2,639.87 
1996-97 --- 134.14 --- 5.22 --- 3,180.72 
1997-98 1,764 112.07 1,596 12.89 --- 4,042.95 
1998-99 525 49.15 446 4.07 --- 4,157.78 
1999-
2000 

605 52.66 860 8.02 --- 2,639.87 

2000-01 834 67.30 1,525 14.07 --- 3,180.72 
2001-02 193 83.95 89 9.46 --- 4,042.95 
2002-03 1,166 112.89 720 7.28 --- 4,157.46 
2003-04 371 34.54 619 6.40 --- 3,591.00 
2004-05 698 85.96 1,042 11.07 --- 1,345.19 
2005-06 997 97.66 851 9.98 --- 1,330.76 
2006-07 2,632 257.19 2,293 30.89 --- 2,647.42 
2007-08 3,185 290.52 2,413 33.70 --- 2,888.62 
2008-09 1,719 218.26 1,674 23.88 --- 2,804.48 
2009-10 2,509 293.77 2,210 32.91 --- 3,359.68 
2010-11 1,998 241.53 2,360 40.78 --- 3,631.34 
2011-12 1,182 188.60 2,570 58.43 --- 4,604.34 
2012-13 1,675 265.52 1,495 37.35 --- 4,482.08 
  2013-
14 

1,040 187.95 828 21.08 --- 3,988.60 

2014-15 1,419 273.52 1,421 38.22 --- 4,283.08 

Source- OFDC, Bhawanipatna, Kalahandi 

The information shows that there has been an increase in the amount 

of sale proceeds from timber, fire wood and Kendu Leaf during the period 

1980-81 to 2014-15(21.6 times). However, so far as the revenue from Kendu 

Leaf is concerned there is a fluctuating trend in the revenue. 
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TableVIII-18 Collection of Revenue from Road Transport 

 
Financial Year Target Collection amount Percentage 

2006-07 Rs. 6,30,00,000/- Rs. 5,40,18,980/- 85.74% 

2007-08 Rs. 7,31,00,000/- Rs. 5,60,00,290/- 76.60% 

2008-09 Rs. 6,74,00,000/- Rs. 6,32,92,164/- 93% 

2009-10 Rs. 8,00,00,000/- Rs. 7,53,33,878/- 94% 

2010-11 Rs. 9,04,00,000/- Rs. 7,69,27,655/- 85% 

2011-12 Rs. 9,30,00,000/- Rs. 9,24,81,560/- 99.44% 

2012-13 Rs. 11,44,00,000/- Rs. 10,48,94,885/- 92% 

2013-14 Rs. 11,58,00,000/- Rs. 10,94,53,782/- 94.51% 

2014-15 Rs. 12,44,00,000/- Rs. 12,57,22,696/- 101.06% 

2015-16 (up to 15.02.2016)  Rs. 15,80,00,000/- Rs. 11,11,84,655/- 70.37% 

 

Source-  Regional Transport Office, Kalahandi 

The Regional Transport Authority, Kalahandi indicates a sizable growth 

of revenue collection from 2006-07 to 2015-16 (2.06 times). In percentage 

terms it is also satisfactory which shows that the economy is on a path of 

growth in terms of the standard of living of the people. 

The  CSR activities of Vedanta Alumina Limited, Lanjigarh as informed 

by the company shows  the utilization of funds from 2003-04 to 2015-16 in 

various fields such as health, education, culture, sports, livelihood, forestry, 

rehabilitation, infrastructure development . It is clear that the major industries 

contribute a lot for the economic development of the area. The deveopment 

however has to be sustainable. 

General 

In 1974-75, there were 88 electrified villages whereas in 2011, there 

are 1014 villages electrified which constitute about 64% of village of the 

district. Villages numbering 1524 were providing with primary schools, which 

increased to 2234 villages. Post offices were providing to 409 villages has 

now become 307 villages as the number declined after bifurcation of the 

district. 

Drinking water facility was available to 2412 villages with 2839 drinking 

water wells, 39 tube wells and 1167 tanks covers the school under NCLP 

(National Child Labour Project) of the district.  

In addition, under emergency feeding programme the aged persons are 

provided cooked food. About 37200 (17281 male and 19919 female) old 

infirm and indigent persons are covered under this programme. 

It is a trend that the household savings have been rising in post 

liberalization period despite the fall of average interest rate since the 1990s. 

The banks are now closer to the people and have generated faith. The 

Government schemes of deposit of subsidy, on line payment of wages etc. 

have increased the bank activities. The growth in per capita spending is 
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slower as compared to the rising per capita income. The household trust 

banks are gold and properties and not stocks. Hence the money spent in the 

purchase of gold increases during post-harvest period and during Akshaya 

Trutiya. The real estate value is also increasing enormously not only in 

urban areas but also in rural areas. 

Simultaneously the impact of scientific revolution can also be noticed in 

both urban and rural areas. One is not able to see the bullock carts, the 

traditional plough, a blacksmith etc. now-a-days, but instead the sound of 

tractors, power tillers, two and four wheelers, television, computerized 

printing kiosks are noticeable in villages. Reading newspaper and writing 

letters have given way to internet news service, e-mail, WhatsAap; use of 

tablets for collecting information, playing games, reading e-books etc. by the 

major portion of the population is a common sight. Social connectivity 

through Facebook, Mobile phones, use of refrigerators, gas cooking, 

increasing use of toilets, pipe water or ground water, good clothes, visiting 

good hotels for food, visiting max picture house, going to outside places for 

holidaying (TirthaYatra) etc. is a common s. Entrepreneurship has also 

increased and young people are participating in ‗Start Up‘ programme of 

Government of India. All these indicate strengthening of the economy. The 

chit fund business, ‗Satta‘ etc. has also come to operate in a bigger way in 

view of the fact that people in general have the money to invest. 
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CHAPTER-IX 

GENERAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

 

District Administration General Overview 

Kalahandi which was known as ―Kalahandi State‖ during British rule 

was regulated by the Sanad of 1867. This was revised in 1905 when this 

state was transferred to the Odisha Division. The Chief (Ruler-Maharaja) 

was vested with all powers except Capital Punishment. Capital punishment 

was to be confirmed by the Commissioner of Odisha Division. The pattern 

had a semblance with that of British Administration.The various departments 

were headed by an officer and were directly responsible to the Chief through 

the Dewan. The Superintendent of Police was assisted by an Asst. 

Superintendent and by Revenue Officers, who were looking after the affairs 

of Revenue Administration. The Superintendent exercised the power of the 

Chief except some Sentences. Sentences exceeding 7 years are to be 

submitted to the Political Agent for confirmation. Asst. Superintendent was 

exercising the power of a First Class Magistrate. There were good, spacious 

and commodious office buildings at headquarters and the various branches 

of administration were in charge of capable and qualified officers. 

 The Ex-State of Kalahandi was merged with the Province of Odisha in 

1948 and the Ex-State of Bolangir, Sonepur and Kalahandi constituted a 

new District called Bolangir-Patna District. In 1949, Kalahandi became a new 

district having three Sub-Divisions, viz Bhawanipatna, Dharamgarh and 

Nawapara. The entire erstwhile Khariar Zamindari popularly known as 

Khariar State was under the Nuapada Sub-Division. It was separated from 

Sambalpur District and was tagged to newly formed Kalahandi District for 

administrative convenience. The Sub-Divisional Officer of the rank of Junior 

Class-I was kept in change of the general administration of these Sub-

Divisions. Kalahandi was kept under the overall supervision of the Revenue 

Divisional Commissioner of Southern Division with headquarters at 

Berhampur, Ganjam.  

Collectorate 

The General Administration of the district continues to be the 

responsibility of the Collector and District Magistrate. In the new set-up, the 

Collector and District Magistrate is in charge of the General, Revenue and 

Development Administration. The Collector is assisted by Additional District 

Magistrateand a team of other officers at the district. The Collector also acts 

as the custodian of Law and Order, promoter and advisor of Social Welfare 

institutions. He/She helps in providing technical support and facilities to the 
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district level officers and supervises the smooth and efficient implementation 

of different plan and programs of the Government.  

The Collector is the Member Secretary of the District Planning Board 

which has the officers of other departments as members. The Chairman of 

the District Planning Board is nominated by the Government. The District 

Planning Board is newly established with a view to planning all-round 

developmental aspects of the district. All sorts of developmental work are 

taken up and finalized as per the demand and necessity of the general 

public. The final decision is taken jointly/collectively by the Board itself with 

the assistance of other board members. The Collector, as the member-

secretary sees the implementation of the decisions taken by the District 

Planning Board for the overall development of the district.  

The Collector also acts as the Chief Executive Officer of the District 

Rural Development Agency (DRDA) and also the Chief Executive Officer of 

Zilla Parishad in the Three Tier Panchayatiraj System. Omissions and 

commissions are the lookout of the Collector. The approval to any project is 

given by the Chairperson of Zilla Parishad. The suggestion and submission 

of Collector is indispensable before granting final concurrence.  

The primary function of the Collector, as indicated by the very 

designation, is to collect the land revenue and other dues of the 

Government. Generally, Government dues of other departments are also 

collected by the Collector by virtue of the powers conferred on him as the 

Certificate Officer of the District under the Public Demand Recovery Act, 

1962. Being the Chief of Revenue Administration, he is responsible for the 

management of Government Land and maintenance of Land Records. 

Besides, Collector also acts as the District Magistrate. According to 

Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, he is solely responsible for the 

maintenance of law and order in the district. The Collector delegates the 

power to different administrative officers of revenue department of the class-

1 and 2 ranks to act as Executive Magistrate to exercise the powers of 

preventive sections of Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 for the sake of 

maintenance of law and order. Also a lot of miscellaneous assignments in 

every sphere of administration are vested with, which kept the Collector 

preoccupied most of the time. 

Sub-Divisional Level 

The Sub-Divisional Officer (now designated as Sub-Collector) is also 

vested with powers under preventive sections of Criminal Procedure Code 

(Cr.PC), 1973 and thus designated as SDM. They are assisted by the 

Executive Magistrates who try the same cases under preventive sections of 

Cr.PC in their respective jurisdictions with delegated power by the District 

Magistrate.  
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These Sub-Divisional Officers (now Sub-Collector and SDM) generally 

manage the Sub-Division within their jurisdiction along with its staff, other 

allied departments, Tahasils, Sub Collector has different sections like that at 

district level.  The Sub-Divisional Officers (Sub-Collector and SDM) are 

assisted by other officers like Nizarat Officer, Revenue Officer to manage the 

day-to-day office works and other allied work.  

Tahasil 

The two Sub-Divisions namely, Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh are 

divided in to seven and six Tahasils respectively and the total no. of Tahasils 

of the district is thirteen namely 1.Bhawanipatna, 2.Kesinga, 3.Narla, 

4.M.Rampur, 5.Karlamunda, 6.Lanjigarh and 7.Th.Rampur under 

Bhawanipatna Sub-Division and 1.Dharamgarh, 2.Junagarh, 3.Jaipatna, 

4.Koksara, 5.Kalampur and 6.Golamunda under Dharamgarh Sub-Division.  

The Tahasil Administration is managed by the Tahasildar assisted by 

Additional Tahasildar(s), Revenue Supervisor and other Ministerial Officers. 

The Tahasil is also divided into many Revenue Inspector Circles. It receives 

the revenue collected by the RIs directly from the tennants. Now the 

geographical area, accessibility etc. are given priority to form many new 

Revenue Inspector Circles. The district has 80 Revenue Inspector Circles. 

The Revenue Inspector Circle is managed by a Revenue Inspector with the 

assistance of Addl. RI, Amin. 

These Revenue Inspector Circles are the lowest ladder of the hierarchy 

of Revenue Administration meant for collection of land revenue and other 

revenue related matters like, management of Governement Lands, Minor 

Minerals etc. Now the RI is empowered to dispose of mutation cases where 

there is no objection. They are authorized to furnish field enquiry reports in 

all type of revenue cases.  The Tahasildar is from the Odisha Administrative 

Service and the Additional Tahasildar is from Odisha Revenue Services.  

The Tahasils are important unit of Revenue Administration. There are 

13 Tahasils in this district headed by the Tahasildars. The whole Tahasil 

Administration is functioning with the guidance envisaged in MTA (Manual of 

Tahasil Accounts). The Revenue Demand of each Tahasilsis broadly 

categorized into Part-I, Part-II and Part-III. The demand of revenue under 

Part-I relates to the demand from LR (Land Revenue), Cess (Road Tax), 

75% of Land Revenue and Nistar-Cess i.e. Forest Tax (12% of Land 

Revenue).  

The demand in Part-II relates to the demand on Sairat Sources i.e. 

lease of sources containing minor minerals like, Morrum, Sand, Soil, Clay, 

Stone Boulders etc. The Sairat Source concept was originally derived from 

MTA, but after the implementation of the MMDR Act, the Odisha Minor 

Mineral Concession Rules, 2004 is framed by the Government of Odisha 
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and its subsequent Ammentments during 20014 and 2015, the whole Minor 

Mineral Items came directly under the purview of this OMMC Rule. The 

Tahasildars were declared as the ―Competent Authorities‖ and the Collector 

is the Controlling Authority. The long term lease of these Sairat Sources 

containing only Minor Minerals came as the subject of the Tahasildars only, 

whereas the Sairat Souces previously coming hierarchically through the 

respective Sub-Collectors to Collector/ADM as the case may be for its 

approval. After advent of OMMC Rules, these Sources containing Minor 

Minerals have streamlined the theft, smuggling and illegal quarrying of Minor 

Minerals in the Tahasils/Districts. As the Act strictly imposed restrictions to 

all concerned not to start exploration of Minor Minerals without obtaining EC 

(Environment Clearance) from the Competent Authorities, i.e. either from 

MoEF, Government of India, SEIAA (State Environment Impact Assessment 

Authority) or the DEIAA (District Environment Impact Assessment Authority) 

as the case may be. 

But the concept of Misc. Revenue i.e. penalty and assessment imposed 

on encroachers of Government land for agriculture purpose or for 

homestead purposes, remain unchanged. In case of encroachment of 

Government Land(Homestead or Agriculture land) by encroachers, the 

Tahasildar was allowed to settle the Government Land in favour of the 

encroachers taking their status like, person from backward communities, 

sects and economical conditions into account. Now the settlement of 

homestead land has been restricted for settlement due to call of the time, i.e. 

to provide land to different developmental projects/activities and to provide 

land to Institutions of Government Departments and vital installations etc. 

Presently, the Government is providing funds to Tahasildars directly to 

barricade the Government Lands putting some land marks and board/pillar 

with barbed wires etc. to distract the encroachers to venture encroachment.  

The demand on Part-III relates to CBWR (Compulsory Basic Water 

Rate i.e. water supplied to agricultural purpose during Khariff season which 

is @ Rs.100/- per acre) and FWR (Fluctuating Water Rate, water supplied 

for agricultural purpose during Rabi season which is fixed @ Rs.182.20 per 

acre) 

The water rate however, differs depending on the potential, strength 

and type of irrigation project taking into account Minor, Medium, Major 

Irrigation Projects etc. 

Besides these demands, the Tahasil is having revenue demands from 
different sources of royalty received from different minor minerals, premium 
from land revenue on its conversion of kissam from agriculture land to non-
Agriculture land etc. Moreover the Tahasil acts as the primary court in cases 
of all types of land revenue matters. Different types of miscellaneous 
certificates on residence, legal heir, income, etc. are also granted by the 



267 
 

Tahasil. The revenue inspectors collect the revenue from the tenants and 
the same is deposited by the Tahasil in the Government Treasury. There is 
no other intermediary in the matter for collection of Government Land 
Revenue. 

Bhawanipatna Tahasil 

Bhawanipatna Tahasil (officially known as Kalahandi Tahasil) is 

situated at the district headquarters and started functioning on 1
st
 January, 

1963. The Tahasil is with an area of 1010.69 Sq.KMs. and there are as 

many as 7 Revenue Inspector Circles under the Tahasil (Table IX-1). 

Table-IX-1 Revenue Inspector circles 
Sl. 
No. 

Name  Total No. of 
Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited 
 

Uninhabited 
 

1. Sadar(Bhawanipatna) 122 120 2 
2. Kutrukhamar 26 26 -- 
3. Borda 48 47 1 
4. Deypur 30 28 2 
5. Medinipur 29 25 4 
6. Nazul (Bhawanipatna) 6 6 -- 
7. Karlapada 28 26 2 

Total 289 278 11 

The Tahasil is having one Municipality which comes under the 

jurisdiction of Nazul Revenue Inspector Circle. There are as many as 33 

Grampanchayats coming under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major 

portion of the Bhawanipatna Panchayat Samiti, the Police Station of 

Bhawanipatna Town and Bhawanipatna Sadar come under the jurisdiction of 

this Tahasil. The revenue demands are given in Table-IX-2. 

Table-IX-2 Revenue Demand (in Rs.) (Revenue Inspector Circle wise 2015-2016) 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I   DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Sadar 55,967.35 13,0458.75 18,6426.10 
2 Kutrukhamar 15603.55 62734.75 78338.30 
3 Borda 14374.70 112124.55 126499.25 
4 Deypur 5600.35 34556.05 40156.40 
5 Medinipur 10336.60 44355.60 54692.20 
6 Nazul 25197.10 93251.95 118449.05 
7 Karlapada 3667.85 72301.75 75969.60 

Total 130747.50 549783.40 680530.90 

 
Sl. 

No. 
Name of RI Circle 

PART-II   DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 Sadar 32656.00 438205.00 470861.00 

2 Kutrukhamar 48800.00 738121.00 786921.00 

3 Borda 41197.00 105000.00 146197.00 

4 Deypur 22802.00 89800.00 112602.00 

5 Medinipur 5005.00 80980.00 85985.00 

6 Nazul 7070.50 124723.00 131793.50 

7 Karlapada 3524.00 1489149.00 1492673.00 

Total 161054.50 3065978.00 3227032.50 
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Sl. 
No. 

Name of RI Circle 
PART-III   DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Sadar 15465.75 61527.25 76993.00 
2 Kutrukhamar 0.00 0.00 0.00 
3 Borda 0.00 0.00 0.00 
4 Deypur 638.00 1945.50 2583.50 
5 Medinipur 22884.85 145096.75 167981.60 
6 Nazul 0.00 27793.50 27793.50 
7 Karlapada 0.00 11059.50 11059.50 

Total 38988.60 247422.50 286411.10 

Kesinga Tahasil 

Kesinga Tahasil is situated at a distance of 35 Kms. from the district 

headquarters (Bhawanipatna) towards North. The tahasil is created as per 

notification No.35826/Rev. Dtd.19.08.1996 of Government in Revenue and 

Excise Department. This tahasil was bifurcated from the mother Tahasil i.e. 

Kalahandi (Bhawanipatna). The Tahasil is in an area of 507.155 Sq.KMs. 

and there are as many as 6 Revenue Inspector Circles under the Tahasil 

(Table IX-3). However the Revenue Inspector Circles like Tundla and Laitara 

were created as per GO No.54902/RandDM Dtd.20.12.2012 and started 

functioning from 01.04.2013 vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of 

Collector, Kalahandi. 

 

Table-IX-3 Revenue Inspector Circles 

 
Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Revenue 

Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 

Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Kesinga 18 17 1 

2. Utkela 21 20 1 

3. Pastikudi 17 17 -- 

4. Kasrupada 18 18 -- 

5. Tundla 14 14 -- 

6. Laitara 24 23 1 

Total 112 109 3 

 

The Tahasil is having one town area i.e. Kesinga Notified Area Council 

which comes under the jurisdiction of Kesinga Revenue Inspector Circle. 

There are as many as 26 Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this 

Tahasil. The major portion of the Kesinga Panchayat Samiti comes under 

the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The Police Station of Kesinga, portion of 

Bhawanipatna Sadarand Narla is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil.  

The Revenue Demand of this Tahasil Revenue Inspector Circle-wise as 

per year 2015-2016 is in Table IX-4. 
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Table-IX-4 Revenue Demand (in Rs.) of the Tahasil (R. I. Circle wise 

2015-2016) 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 Kesinga 40546.75 108325.80 148872.55 

2 Utkela 77540.05 80644.80 158184.85 

3 Pastikudi 17405.45 71700.85 89106.30 

4 Kasrupada 26152.75 50550.85 76703.60 

5 Tundla 13886.30 41022.85 54909.15 

6 Laitara 60177.20 82134.60 142311.80 

Total 235708.50 434379.75 670088.25 

 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 Kesinga 840.50 1890.00 2730.50 

2 Utkela 224457.85 140805.30 365263.15 

3 Pastikudi 6633.25 72112.25 78745.50 

4 Kasrupada 173798.90 135538.65 309337.55 

5 Tundla 12680.00 31429.40 44109.40 

6 Laitara 15491.00 19440.50 34931.50 

Total 433901.50 401216.10 835117.60 

Madanpur- Rampur Tahasil 

The Madanpur Rampur, popularly known as M.Rampur Tahasil is 

situated at a distance of 59 KMs. from the district headquarters 

Bhawanipatna in the north-east direction.It started functioning on 1
st
 

January, 1952. The Tahasil is with an area of 894 Sq.KMs. and there are as 

many as 7 Revenue Inspector Circles under the Tahasil (Table IX-5). The 

Revenue Inspector Circles like, 1.Saidalanga, 2.Barabandha, 3,Urladani, 

4.Madanpur and 5.Mohangiri have been created as per GO No.54902/ R & 

DM Dtd.20.12.2012 and started functioning from 01.04.2013 (vide Order 

No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of  Collector, Kalahandi). 

 

  

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 Kesinga 333305.00 65806.00 399111.00 

2 Utkela 67208.00 60400.00 127608.00 

3 Pastikudi 48334.00 57070.00 105404.00 

4 Kasrupada 291240.00 66540.00 357780.00 

5 Tundla 48987.65 27500.00 76487.65 

6 Laitara 80484.00 88810.00 169294.00 

Total 869558.65 366126.00 1235684.65 
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Table-IX-5 Revenue inspector circles 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. M.Rampur 34 34 -- 
2. Saidalanga 19 19 -- 
3. Barabandha 35 35 -- 
4. Urladani 39 39 -- 
5. Manikera 48 48 -- 
6. Madanpur 34 34 -- 
7. Mohangiri 40 40 -- 

Total 249 249 -- 

 

The Tahasil is having one Urban Area (not yet declared as NAC) which 

comes under the jurisdiction of M.Rampur Revenue Inspector Circle. There 

are 15 Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major 

portion of the M.Rampur Panchayat Samiti comes under the jurisdiction of 

this Tahasil. The Police Station of M.Rampur is under the jurisdiction of this 

Tahasil.  

The Revenue Demand of this Tahasil Revenue Inspector Circle wise as 

per year 2015-2016 are given in Table-IX-6. 

Table-IX-6 Revenue Demand of the Tahasil (Revenue Inspector Circle 

wise 2015-2016). 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 M.Rampur 57869.20 79586.35 137455.55 
2 Saidalanga 47772.00 52578.15 100350.15 
3 Barabandha 9430.95 18546.55 27977.50 
4 Urladani 3942.60 8753.30 12695.90 

5 Manikera 3075.30 16261.80 19337.10 
6 Madanpur 5172.25 35224.20 40396.45 
7 Mohangiri 15402.60 23226.20 38628.80 

Total 142664.90 234176.55 376841.45 

 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 M.Rampur 8026.00 22449.00 30475.00 
2 Saidalanga 472740.00 414404.00 887144.00 
3 Barabandha 6034.00 12271.00 18305.00 
4 Urladani 0.00 0.00 0.00 
5 Manikera 0.00 0.00 0.00 
6 Madanpur 111.00 1936.00 2047.00 
7 Mohangiri 10202.75 63112.35 73315.10 

Total 497113.75 514172.35 1011286.10 

 

  

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 M.Rampur 69108.15 72122.00 141230.15 
2 Saidalanga 190560.00 78983.00 269543.00 
3 Barabandha 10882.00 43000.00 53882.00 
4 Urladani 20942.00 43660.00 64602.00 
5 Manikera 1582.00 10514.00 12096.00 
6 Madanpur 3022.00 25000.00 28022.00 
7 Mohangiri 4268.00 20650.00 24918.00 

Total 300364.15 293929.00 594293.15 
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Lanjigarh Tahasil 

The Lanjigarh Tahasil is situated at Biswanathpur at a distance of 45 

KMs from the district headquarters Bhawanipatna towards east direction. It 

started functioning from 15/09/1996 on bifurcation from mother Tahasil i.e. 

M.Rampur vide Notification No.35826/R. Dtd.14.08.1996 of Government in 

Revenue and Excise Department. The Tahasil is with an area of 

354Sq.KMs. and there are as many as 7 Revenue Inspector Circles under 

the Tahasil (Table IX-7). The RI Circles like, Lanjigarh and Kamarda are 

created vide GO No.54902/RandDM Dtd.20.12.2012 and started functioning 

from 01.04.2013 vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of the Collector, 

Kalahandi. 

 

Table-IX-7 Revenue Inspector Circles 

 
Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Revenue 

Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 

Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Biswanathpur 40 39 1 

2. Lanjigarh Road 33 32 1 

3. Nagalbeda 38 33 5 

4. Lanjigarh 71 59 12 

5. Bandhapari 44 39 5 

6. Bijepur 200 181 19 

7. Kamardha 37 33 4 

Total 463 416 47 

The Tahasil is having no Urban Area, Only the VAL (Vedanta Alumina 

Limited) the Alumina Refinery is situated in Lanjigarh. There are as many as 

21 Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major portion 

of the Lanjigarh (Biswanathpur) Panchayat Samiti is coming under the 

jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The Police Station of Lanjigarh, Biswanathpur and 

some portion of Bhawanipatna-Sadar is coming under the jurisdiction of this 

Tahasil. The revenue demand is given in Table IX-8. 

Table-IX-8 The Revenue Demand of this Tahasil (Revenue Inspector 

Circle-2015-16). 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 BN Pur 4631.75 23017.55 27649.30 

2 Lanjigarh Road 1061.70 27371.50 28433.20 

3 Nangalbeda 113.85 42157.70 42271.55 

4 Lanjigarh 5028.25 178129.60 183157.85 

5 Bandhpari 28.05 8756.50 8784.55 

6 Bijepur 19486.35 69699.30 89185.65 

7 Kamarda 713.10 14123.25 14836.35 

Lanjigarh Tahasil Total 31063.05 363255.40 394318.45 
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Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 BN Pur 21425.00 68360.00 89785.00 

2 Lanjigarh Road 0.00 463980.00 463980.00 

3 Nangalbeda 0.00 43490.00 43490.00 

4 Lanjigarh 17625.00 68515.00 86140.00 

5 Bandhpari 1600.00 51250.00 52850.00 

6 Bijepur 17519.00 103565.00 121084.00 

7 Kamarda 0.00 50762.00 50762.00 

Lanjigarh Tahasil Total 58169.00 849922.00 908091.00 

 

Thuamul Rampur (Th.Rampur) Tahasil 

The Th.Rampur Tahasil is situated at a distance of 75 KMs. from the 

district headquarters Bhawanipatna towards south direction started 

functioning from 1
st
 April, 1982  The Tahasil is with an area of 340.655 Sq 

kms and there are as many as 6 Revenue Inspector Circles under the 

Tahasil (Table IX-9). The RI Circle like, Badchatrang and Nakrundi is 

created vide GO No.54902/ R & DM Dtd.20.12.2012 and it started 

functioning from 01.04.2013 vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of 

Collector, Kalahandi. 

Table-IX-9 Revenue Inspector Circles 

 
Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Revenue 

Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 

Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Th.Rampur  51 50 1 

2. Badchatrang  27 26 1 

3. Gunpur 78 75 3 

4. Nakrundi 59 56 3 

5. Jubrajpur 21 20 1 

6. Ghutrukhal 31 30 1 

Total  267 257 10 

The Tahasil has no urban area, There as many as 16 Grampanchayats 

under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major portion of the Th.Rampur 

Panchayat Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The Th.Rampur 

Police Station also comes under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 BN Pur 10017.00 40336.00 50353.00 

2 Lanjigarh Road 211.00 17497.00 17708.00 

3 Nangalbeda 197.00 18164.00 18361.00 

4 Lanjigarh  15828.00 40821.00 56649.00 

5 Bandhpari 0.00 0.00 0.00 

6 Bijepur 1989.80 8497.60 10487.40 

7 Kamarda 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Lanjigarh Tahasil Total 28242.80 125315.60 153558.40 
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Table-IX-10 The Revenue Demand- Revenue Inspector Circlewise (2015-16) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 TH.Rampur 2707.15 29575.45 32282.60 
2 Badchatrang 393.45 24194.85 24588.30 
3 Gunpur 0.00 28582.80 28582.80 
4 Nakrundi 41.05 11611.05 11652.10 
5 Jubrajpur 0.00 7256.75 7256.75 
6 Ghutrukhal 187.30 18328.55 18515.85 

Th.Rampur Tahasil Total 3328.95 119549.45 122878.40 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 TH.Rampur 7935.00 54227.00 62162.00 
2 Badchatrang 3071.00 39173.00 42244.00 
3 Gunpur 0.00 40410.00 40410.00 
4 Nakrundi 0.00 47970.00 47970.00 
5 Jubrajpur 0.00 49330.00 49330.00 
6 Ghutrukhal 0.00 42444.00 42444.00 

Th.Rampur Tahasil Total 11006.00 273554.00 284560.00 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 TH.Rampur 0.00 0.00 0.00 
2 Badchatrang 0.00 0.00 0.00 
3 Gunpur 0.00 6329.60 6329.60 
4 Nakrundi 0.00 0.00 0.00 
5 Jubrajpur 0.00 0.00 0.00 
6 Ghutrukhal 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Th.Rampur Tahasil Total 0.00 6329.60 6329.60 

 

Narla Tahasil  

he Narla Tahasil is situated at a distance of 35 KMs. from the district 

headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards north direction. It started functioning 

from 27/10/2008. The Tahasil is bifurcated from the mother Tahasil, 

M.Rampur as per Order No.2671 Dtd.17.10.2008 in pursuance of 

Notification No.33533 Dtd.06.08.2008 of Government of Odisha in R & DM 

Deptt.  The Tahasil is with an area of 431.21Sq.KMs. and there are as many 

as 6 Revenue Inspector Circles under the Tahasil(Table IX-11). The RI 

Circles like, Santpur and Nishanpur is created vide GO No.54902/RandDM 

Dtd.20.12.2012 and it started functioning from 01.04.2013 vide Order 

No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. 

 

Table-IX-11 Revenue Inspector Circles 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Santpur 30 30  -- 
2. Nishanpur 20 20  -- 
3. Narla 38 37  1 
4. Rupra Road 38 34 4  
5. Tulapada 25 22 3  
6. Palam 21 21 -- 

Total   172 164 8  

The Tahasil has no urban area. There are as many as 26 

Grampanchayats, The major portion of the Narla Panchayat Samiti, the 
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Narla and some portion of Kesinga Police are under the jurisdiction of this 

Tahasil. The revenue of the tahasil s given in tables IX-12. 

 

Table-IX-12 The Revenue Demand Revenue Inspector Circle wise (2015-16) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Santpur 19322.75 31671.65 50994.40 
2 Nishanpur 4006.95 33896.05 37903.00 
3 Narla 25255.40 73054.95 98310.35 
4 Rupra Road 39219.80 90936.70 130156.50 
5 Tulapada 71155.70 136576.10 207731.80 
6 Palam 9843.40 39400.15 49243.55 

Narla Tahasil Total 168804.00 405535.60 574339.60 

 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Santpur 0.00 30960.00 30960.00 
2 Nishanpur 10804.10 25320.00 36124.10 
3 Narla 0.00 36280.00 36280.00 
4 RupraRoad 2671.00 71950.00 74621.00 
5 Tulapada 22817.00 79090.00 101907.00 
6 Palam 8091.85 81870.00 89961.85 

Narla Tahasil Total 44383.95 325470.00 369853.95 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Santpur 219226.30 98015.00 317241.30 
2 Nishanpur 12774.00 14915.00 27689.00 
3 Narla 5710.90 86557.00 92267.90 
4 RupraRoad 2726.00 10027.00 12753.00 
5 Tulapada 261315.60 312965.00 574280.60 
6 Palam 1385.40 23631.55 25016.95 

Narla Tahasil Total 503138.20 546110.55 1049248.75 

 

Karlamunda Tahasil 

 The Karlamunda Tahasil is situated at a distance of 85 KMs. from the 

district headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards north-west direction. The 

Tahasil started functioning from 27/10/2008. The Tahasil is bifurcated from 

the mother Tahasil, M.Rampur as per Order No.2671 Dtd.17.10.2008 in 

pursuance of Notification No.33533 Dtd.06.08.2008 of Government of 

Odisha in RandDM Deptt.  The Tahasil is with an area of 430.Sq.KMs. and 

there are as many as 5 Revenue Inspector Circles under the Tahasil(Table 

IX-13). Previously, there was only one Revenue Inspector Circle i.e. Risida 

for this Tahasil. On later stage, the RI Circles like, 1.Karlamunda, 

2.Teresinga, 3.Borpadar and 4.Joradobra are created vide GO 

No.54902/RandDM Dtd.20.12.2012 and they started functioning from 

01.04.2013 vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. 
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Table-IX-13 Revenue Inspector Circles 
Sl. No. Name of the Revenue 

Inspector Circle 
Total Revenue 

Villages 
Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Karlamunda 15  15 -- 
2. Risida 19 19 -- 
3. Teresinga 3 3 -- 
4. Borpadar 10 8 2 
5. Joradobra 14 14 -- 

Total  61 59 2 

The Tahasil has no urban area. There are as many as 12 

Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major portion of 

the Karlamunda Panchayat Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

The M.Rampur Police Station is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

TableIX-14 Revenue Demand (R.I. Circle wise 2015-16) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
 PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Karlamunda 61985.35 76926.05 138911.40 
2 Risida 38473.75 65318.20 103791.95 
3 Teresinga 9961.05 23879.10 33840.15 
4 Borpadar 22460.85 23242.65 45703.50 
5 Joradobra 13545.60 44233.20 57778.80 

Karlamunda Tahasil Total 146426.60 233599.20 380025.80 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
 PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Karlamunda 146308.00 118300.00 264608.00 
2 Risida 101307.10 0.00 101307.10 
3 Teresinga 26822.00 0.00 26822.00 
4 Borpadar 87234.85 45100.00 132334.85 
5 Joradobra 11434.00 0.00 11434.00 
Karlamunda Tahasil Total 373105.95 163400.00 536505.95 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Karlamunda 407595.90 549159.00 956754.90 
2 Risida 203203.45 370171.00 573374.45 
3 Teresinga 48383.30 157572.00 205955.30 
4 Borpadar 351676.55 142229.00 493905.55 
5 Joradobra 430.00 557.00 987.00 
Karlamunda Tahasil Total 1011289.20 1219688.00 2230977.20 

 

Dharamgarh Tahasil 

 The Dharamgarh Tahasil is situated at a distance of 45 KMs. from the 

district headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards west direction. The Tahasil 

started functioning from 01/10/1963, Prior to that it was working under the 

then Sub-Divisional Office (now called the Sub-Collector Office). The total 

geographical area was 783.39Sq.KMs. On later stage, the Junagarh Tahasil 

on 2004 and Golamunda Tahasil on 2009 were bifurcated from this Tahasil.  

Revenue Inspector Circles like, 1.Behera and 2.Boden are created vide GO 

No.54902/RandDM Dtd.20.12.2012 and started functioning from 01.04.2013 
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vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. At present, 

there are 6 Revenue Inspector Circles under this Tahasil asgiven in Table 

IX-15. 

Table-IX-15 Revenue Inspector Circles 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Dharamgarh 14 14 -- 
2. Khairpadar 13 13 -- 
3. Parla 11 11 -- 
4. Kankeri 16 16 -- 
5. Behera 11 11 -- 
6. Boden 14 14 -- 

Total  79 79 -- 

 

The Tahasil has one Urban Area, i.e. the Dharamgarh NAC was 

created in 2015. There are as many as 20 Grampanchayats under the 

jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major portion of the Dharamgarh Panchayat 

Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The Dharamgarh Police 

Station is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

 

TableIX-16 Revenue Demand of the Tahasil (R.I Circle wise 2015-2016) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Dharamgarh 73865.91 66958.45 140824.36 
2 Khairpadar 41122.60 57456.35 98578.95 
3 Parla 15014.65 29806.35 44821.00 
4 Kankeri 7845.85 51479.60 59325.45 
5 Behera 5659.00 16131.60 21790.60 
6 Boden 27383.50 33112.40 60495.90 

Dharamgarh Tahasil Total 170891.51 254944.75 425836.26 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Dharamgarh 200576.00 0.00 200576.00 
2 Khairpadar 31689.00 10200.00 41889.00 
3 Parla 6600.00 55000.00 61600.00 
4 Kankeri 6780.00 42400.00 49180.00 
5 Behera 98404.00 0.00 98404.00 
6 Boden 90346.00 20000.00 110346.00 

Dharamgarh Tahasil Total 434395.00 127600.00 561995.00 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
 PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Dharamgarh 1344320.50 1217856.00 2562176.50 
2 Khairpadar 472653.00 881698.00 1354351.00 
3 Parla 175947.00 194458.00 370405.00 
4 Kankeri 0.00 0.00 0.00 
5 Behera 1438.00 2683.00 4121.00 
6 Boden 1586962.15 1588057.00 3175019.15 

Dharamgarh Tahasil Total 3581320.65 3884752.00 7466072.65 
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Jaipatna Tahasil 

The Jaipatna Tahasil is the Tahasil situated at a distance of 75 KMs. 

away from the district headquarters Bhawanipatna towards south direction. 

The Tahasil started functioning from 01/10/1963, as per Notification 

No.24268/R. Dtd.18.09.1963. The total geographical area is 442Sq.KMs. On 

later stage, the Kalampur Tahasil on 2008 and Koksara Tahasil on 2014 

were bifurcated from this Tahasil.  Revenue Inspector Circles like, 

1.Badkarlakote, 2.Mukhiguda and 3.Gungunia are created vide GO 

No.54902/RandDM Dtd.20.12.2012 and started functioning from 01.04.2013 

vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. At present, 

there are 5 Revenue Inspector Circles under this Tahasil (Table IX-17).  

TableIX-17 Revenue inspector circles 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Uchhala 23 23 -- 
2. Gungunia 17 17 -- 
3. Jaipatna 16 16 -- 
4. Mukhiguda 18 18 -- 
5. Badkarlakote 20 19 1 

Total 94 93 1 

The Tahasil has one Urban Area, i.e. the Mukhiguda Town which is 

specially created for the purpose of Population Census only. The Indrāvati 

Hydro-Electrical Project is situated near Mukhiguda Town. This multi-

purpose project also supplies water for irrigation to agricultural lands of the 

areas and generates electricity. There are as many as 18 Grampanchayats 

are coming under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major portion of the 

Jaipatna Panchayat Samiti is coming under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

The Jaipatna Police Station is coming under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

TableIX-18 Revenue Demand (Revenue Inspector Circle wise 2015-

2016) 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Uchhala 5959.50 12782.95 18742.45 
2 Gungunia 26609.10 28699.85 55308.95 
3 Jaipatna 41089.50 50053.75 91143.25 
4 Mukhiguda 27904.35 49925.50 77829.85 
5 Badkarlakote 21271.20 57170.15 78441.35 

Jaipatna Tahasil Total 122833.65 198632.20 321465.85 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 

1 Uchhala 86407.00 58940.00 145347.00 

2 Gungunia 9423.25 56530.00 65953.25 

3 Jaipatna 185183.00 60260.00 245443.00 

4 Mukhiguda 161158.00 117100.00 278258.00 

5 Badkarlakote 15235.00 61950.00 77185.00 

Jaipatna Tahasil Total 457406.25 354780.00 812186.25 
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Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Uchhala 454150.55 527210.75 981361.30 
2 Gungunia 632785.70 1783218.00 2416003.70 
3 Jaipatna 360836.40 1938494.00 2299330.40 
4 Mukhiguda 238767.00 832491.00 1071258.00 
5 Badkarlakote 29177.45 233499.50 262676.95 

Jaipatna Tahasil Total 1715717.10 5314913.25 7030630.35 

 

Junagarh Tahasil 

The Junagarh Tahasil is situated at a distance of 25 KMs. from the 

district headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards west direction. The Tahasil 

started functioning from 26/11/2004, as per Notification No.24747/Rev. 

Dtd.03.06.2004. The total geographical area is 728.22Sq.KMs. It is 

bifurcated from the Mother Tahasil Dharamgarh.  Revenue Inspector Circles 

like, 1.Kulihari, 2.Budhidara, 3.Habaspur and 4.Chicheiguda are created vide 

GO No.54902/ R&DM Dtd.20.12.2012 and started functioning from 

01.04.2013 vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. 

At present, there are as many as 11 Revenue Inspector Circles under this 

Tahasil as given in Table IX-19. 

 

Table-IX-19 Revenue Inspector Circles 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Junagarh 25 23 2 
2. Nandol 12 12 -- 
3. Kulihari 21 19 2 
4. Budhidara 27 27 -- 
5. Chilguda 12 11 1 
6. Dasigaon 8 8 -- 
7. Atigaon 15 15 -- 
8. Chicheiguda 10 8 2 
9. Habaspur 11 11 -- 
10. Mahichala 16 16 -- 
11. Charbahal 3 3 -- 

Total 160 153 7 

The Tahasil has one Urban Area, i.e. the Junagarh Town which is 

declared as Notified Area Council. There are as many as 32 

Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The major portion of 

the Junagarh Panchayat Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The 

Junagarh Police Station is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil.  

The Junagarh Tahasil is having highest demand of revenue in 

comparison to other Tahasils of the district. Junagarh was the old capital of 

Kalahandi Estate in the ancient days. This Tahasil has also highest numbers 

of Revenue Inspector Circles in the district. The Tahasil also occupies the 

centre point in the district of Kalahandi and is at the middle of the district. 

The road as well as rail connectivity are also very good and hence it 

occupies a pivotal place in the district administration geographically. 
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Table-IX-20 Revenue Demand (RI Circle wise 2015-2016) 

 

 

 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Junagarh 254551.00 1231039.00 1485590.00 
2 Nandol 105761.00 287392.00 393153.00 
3 Kulihari 234845.00 940272.00 1175117.00 
4 Budhidara 93975.80 481223.00 575198.80 
5 Chilguda 374484.25 852802.00 1227286.25 
6 Dasigaon 177476.15 1070462.00 1247938.15 
7 Atigaon 278468.00 734181.00 1012649.00 
8 Chicheiguda 196607.40 1100854.00 1297461.40 
9 Habaspur 610001.30 1617771.00 2227772.30 

10 Mahichala 232593.00 2808870.00 3041463.00 
11 Charbahal 281528.30 1066722.00 1348250.30 

Junagarh Tahasil Total 2840291.20 12191588.00 15031879.20 

Koksara Tahasil 

The Koksara Tahasil is situated at a distance of 85 KMs. from the 

district headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards south direction. The Tahasil 

started functioning from 18/07/2014. The Tahasil is bifurcated from the 

mother Tahasil, Jaipatna as per Resolution No.97938/Rev. Dtd.08.12.2003 

and in pursuance of Notification No.4334/R. Dtd.30.10.2004 of Government 

of Odisha in RandDM Deptt.  It is declared full-fledged Tahasil in accordance 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Junagarh 39621.15 67057.70 106678.85 
2 Nandol 16207.50 67676.50 83884.00 
3 Kulihari 11658.55 25791.50 37450.05 
4 Budhidara 12699.95 35283.95 47983.90 
5 Chilguda 3597.05 15011.75 18608.80 
6 Dasigaon 7360.00 19441.65 26801.65 
7 Atigaon 39762.55 65150.00 104912.55 
8 Chicheiguda 7941.70 27776.40 35718.10 
9 Habaspur 1554.00 19262.05 20816.05 
10 Mahichala 30498.30 35269.55 65767.85 
11 Charbahal 1166.95 7270.00 8436.95 

Junagarh Tahasil Total 172067.70 384991.05 557058.75 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
 PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Junagarh 44220.00 235730.00 279950.00 
2 Nandol 20886.00 140300.00 161186.00 
3 Kulihari 15430.00 85550.00 100980.00 
4 Budhidara 50068.50 91761.00 141829.50 
5 Chilguda 12260.00 63000.00 75260.00 
6 Dasigaon 56979.00 133660.00 190639.00 
7 Atigaon 10680.00 65190.00 75870.00 
8 Chicheiguda 47886.00 129450.00 177336.00 
9 Habaspur 14430.00 61100.00 75530.00 
10 Mahichala 58087.00 148842.00 206929.00 
11 Charbahal 10894.00 37820.00 48714.00 

Junagarh Tahasil Total 341820.50 1192403.00 1534223.50 
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to Government Order No.14913/R. Dtd.29.03.2008 and Order No.1035/Rev. 

Dtd.23.04.2008 of Collector, Kalahandi. The Revenue Inspector Circles like, 

1.Kasibahal and 2.Kusumkhunti are created vide GO No.54902/RandDM 

Dtd.20.12.2012 and it started functioning from 01.04.2013 vide Order 

No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. There are as many as 

72 Revenue Villages under this Tahasil, out of which only one is uninhabited 

village (TableIX-21). 

Table-IX-21 Revenue Inspector Circles 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Ampani 18 17 1 
2. Koksara 21 21 -- 
3. Kusumkhunti 20 20 -- 
4. Kasibahal 13 13 -- 

Total  72 71 1 

 

The Tahasil has no urban area. There are as many as 20 

Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The whole Koksara 

Panchayat Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The Koksara Police 

Station is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

 

Table-IX-22 The Revenue Demand (RI Circle wise2015-16) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Ampani 345.70 14655.05 15000.75 
2 Koksara 30560.50 112633.20 143193.70 
3 Kusum Khunti 41422.75 58807.75 100230.50 
4 Kasibahal 21603.55 51144.25 72747.80 

Koksara Tahasil Total 93932.50 237240.25 331172.75 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Ampani 13958.00 61230.00 75188.00 
2 Koksara 20647.00 71450.00 92097.00 
3 Kusum Khunti 109088.00 265330.00 374418.00 
4 Kasibahal 50774.00 208330.00 259104.00 

Koksara Tahasil Total 194467.00 606340.00 800807.00 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Ampani 107330.95 492133.25 599464.20 
2 Koksara 88906.70 159215.95 248122.65 
3 Kusum Khunti 698007.15 824827.00 1522834.15 
4 Kasibahal 112562.25 249113.00 361675.25 

Koksara Tahasil Total 1006807.05 1725289.20 2732096.25 

Kalampur Tahasil 

The Kalampur Tahasil is situated at a distance of 55 KMs. from the 

district headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards south direction. The Tahasil 

started functioning from 15.11.2008. The Tahasil is bifurcated from the 



281 
 

mother Tahasil, Jaipatna as per Resolution No.33533 Dtd.06.08.2008 and in 

pursuance to Order No.2671 Dtd.17.10.2008 of Collector, Kalahandi.  The 

Tahasil is with a 115.17Sq.KMs. The Revenue Inspector Circles like, 

1.Mandal and 2.Haramal are created vide GO No.54902/RandDM 

Dtd.20.12.2012 and it started functioning from 01.04.2013 vide Order 

No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. There are as many as 

55 Revenue Villages under this Tahasil, out of which only one is uninhabited 

village(TableIX-23).  

 

Table-IX-23 Revenue Inspector Circles 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Kalampur 21 21 -- 
2. Mandal 16 16 -- 
3. Badkutru 8 8 -- 
4. Haramal 10 10 -- 

Total 55 55 -- 

 

The Tahasil has no Urban Area. There are as many as 9 

Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The whole Kalampur 

Panchayat Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The Kalampur 

Police Station is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

 

Table-IX-24 The Revenue Demand (RI Circle wise2015-16) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Kalampur 40431.15 42755.25 83186.40 
2 Mandal 20896.90 20624.55 41521.45 
3 Badkutru 5628.25 6310.20 11938.45 
4 Haramal 10056.35 13229.35 23285.70 

Kalampur Tahasil Total 77012.65 82919.35 159932.00 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Kalampur 164929.00 58020.00 222949.00 
2 Mandal 150328.00 65850.00 216178.00 
3 Badkutru 303555.00 105070.00 408625.00 
4 Haramal 188029.00 63805.00 251834.00 

Kalampur Tahasil Total 806841.00 292745.00 1099586.00 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Kalampur 913188.00 1103459.00 2016647.00 
2 Mandal 2297634.75 1341092.00 3638726.75 
3 Badkutru 748205.55 806434.00 1554639.55 
4 Haramal 281676.10 374839.00 656515.10 
Kalampur Tahasil Total 4240704.40 3625824.00 7866528.40 
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Golamunda Tahasil 

The Golamunda Tahasil is situated at a distance of 70 KMs. away from 

the district headquarters Bhawanipatna, towards north-west direction. The 

Tahasil started functioning from 01.04.2009. The Tahasil is bifurcated from 

the mother Tahasil, Dharamgarh.   The Revenue Inspector Circles like, 

1.Borguda, 2.Badchergaonl and 3.Mohaling are created vide GO 

No.54902/R & DM Dtd.20.12.2012 and it started functioning from 01.04.2013 

vide Order No.544/Rev. Dtd.01.12.2013 of Collector, Kalahandi. There are 

as many as 128 Revenue Villages under this Tahasil, out of which only one 

is uninhabited village (TableIX-25).  

Table-IX-25 Revenue Inspector Circles 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Revenue 
Inspector Circle 

Total Revenue 
Villages 

Inhabited Uninhabited 

1. Badchergaon 19 19 -- 

2. Mahaling 14 14 -- 

3. Daspur 28 28 -- 

4. Borguda 20 20 -- 

5. Golamunda 21 21 -- 

6. Kegaon 26 26 -- 

Total  128 128 -- 

The Tahasil has no urban area. There are as many as 24 

Grampanchayats under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The whole 

Golamunda Panchayat Samiti is under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. The 

Golamunda Police Station and some portion of Kegaon Police Station is 

under the jurisdiction of this Tahasil. 

 

Table-IX-26 The Revenue Demand (RI Circle wise as per year 2015-16) 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-I  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Badchergaon 7207.00 35372.00 42579.00 
2 Mahaling 4179.00 39724.00 43903.00 
3 Daspur 21043.00 96109.50 117152.50 
4 Borgda 14823.20 52822.00 67645.20 
5 Golamunda 5275.00 48616.00 53891.00 
6 Kegaon 13864.00 67634.00 81498.00 

Golamunda Tahasil Total 66391.20 340277.50 406668.70 

 

 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-II  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Badchergaon 3036.00 54600.00 57636.00 
2 Mahaling 0.00 55350.00 55350.00 
3 Daspur 37992.00 126270.00 164262.00 
4 Borgda 48240.00 99740.00 147980.00 
5 Golamunda 38025.00 130699.00 168724.00 
6 Kegaon 3576.00 75614.00 79190.00 

Golamunda Tahasil Total 130869.00 542273.00 673142.00 
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Other District Offices 

 From the 1
st
 Five Year Plan (1951-1961) in Independent India, the 

Collector was responsible for the overall development of the district and 

occupies the pivotal position among other officers in the District 

Administration. But after the introduction of Zilla Parishad Act, 1960, the role 

of Collector has changed to supervision and guidance as the guardian of 

Government interest. Later on, re-introduction of the Three-Tier 

Panchayatiraj System during 1997, the Collector is re-designated as ―Chief 

Executive Officer‖ vested with the same power and function. Now a 

Collectorate is having the following sections. 

Table IX-27 Sections in the Collectorate 

  
1. Revenue Section 9. DIPRO Section 17. General and Misc. Section 

2. Touzi Section 10. Civil Supplies Section. 18. Land Acquisition Section 

3.Development Section 11. Dist. Record Room 19. Land Acquisition (Spl. Rail 

Way) 

4. Panchayat Section 12. Election Section 20. Forest Settlement Section 

5. Emergency Section 13. Establishment Section 21. HRMS Cell 

6. Judicial Section 14. Dist. Welfare Section 22. E-Governance Society 

7. Nizarat Section. 15. Dist. Social Welfare 

Section 

23. RTO Office 

8. Forms and 

Stationary Section 

16. District Planning Section 24. District Mining   

 

The Collector is also assisted by various officers from line departments 

like, Superintendent of Excise, Civil Supplies Officer, District Public Relation 

Officer, District Panchayat Officer, District Welfare Officer, District Social 

Welfare Officer, Project Director, District Rural Development Agency, Deputy 

Director, Agriculture, Deputy Director, Horticulture, Fisheries, Chief District 

Veterinary Officer, General Manager District Industries, District Education 

Officer, Chief District Medical Officer, DFO(North), DFO(South), DFO 

(Kenduleaves), DFO (Afforestation), District Cultre Office, District Sports 

Office, Tourist Office etc. The omission and commission of all these officers 

are also the responsibility of the Collector for they are under the direct 

control and supervision. 

Sl. No. Name of RI Circle 
PART-III  DEMAND 

Arrear Current Total 
1 Badchergaon 3391.00 27646.00 31037.00 
2 Mahaling 449.00 1455.00 1904.00 
3 Daspur 0.00 5795.00 5795.00 
4 Borgda 39293.00 60298.00 99591.00 
5 Golamunda 25538.00 30456.00 55994.00 
6 Kegaon 41858.00 129953.00 171811.00 

Golamunda Tahasil Total 110529.00 255603.00 366132.00 



284 
 

The works departments like, Rural Works Development, (PWD) Road 

and Building, Rural Water Supply and Sanitation (RWSS), PHD, Minor 

Irrigation, Medium Irrigation, major Irrigation, etc. work under the direct 

control of the Collector. 

 Since the separation of Judiciary from the Executive during sixties, 

the Collector no longer exercises the power of trial of criminal cases. He 

deals with only some preventive sections of the Cr.P.C.1973. Separate 

Judicial Magistrates were appointed for the purpose and they are controlled 

by the District and Sessions Judge. Each Sub-Divisions, i.e. Nawapara, 

Dharamgarh and Bhawanipatna were appointed with one Sub-Divisional 

Judicial Magistrate. These Sub-Divisional Judicial Magistrates except at 

Bhawanipatna, exercises the power of Munsif in their respective 

jurisdictions. The Munsif power of Bhawanipatna Sub-Division has been 

exercised by the Subordinate Judge at Bhawanipatna (The details on 

functioning of Judiciary systems are given in a separate Chapter). 

Except these, one District Treasury Officer is appointed to manage, 

pass and monitor all Government Accounts of the district. There are 

numbers of Sub-Treasuries under the District Treasury, at places like, 

Kesinga, M.Rampur, Th.Rampur, Junagarh, Jaipata and Dharamgarh. The 

officers from the Orissa Financial Service (OFS) are kept in-charge of these 

Treasuries. In places where there is part time treasury the local Tahasildar 

or the BDO is kept as an ex-officio STO. 

The District Sub-Registration Office at District Level, functions as the 

Nodal Office for registration of marriage and the registration of land 

transactions. The Addl. District Magistrate of the District is the District 

Registrar who is supported by other Sub-Registrars at different places of the 

district taking geographical location into account. 

Many Central Government Departments like NHAI, NHM etc. work 

under the supervision of Collectorand District Magistrate.  

These Tahasils are now coterminous with the old CD Blocks which are 

under the direct control of the Project Director, District Rural Development 

Agencies (DRDA)and Collector being the CEO which is under the Zilla 

Parishad under the Panchayatiraj Department. The Block Development 

Officer popularly known as BDO is the Officer-In-Charge of these Blocks. 

Though the Collector and District Magistrate has the supervisory and 

administrative power over the Blocks as CEO of DRDA, they are virtually 

under the control of the PRIs. After the 73
rd

and 74
th
 Constitutional 

Amendments, PRIs were empowered to have their say in the administration. 

PD, DRDA, BDOs are responsiblefor implementation of development and 

supervision of plans and programmes of Government under able guidance 

of Collector as CEO. 
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Background of Revenue Administration and Land Revenue System 

The history of the ancient revenue system of this region now known as 

Kalahandi District is quite obscure. However, the then picture of the district 

which comprises the ex-princely state of Kalahandi and the ex-Zamindari of 

Khariar was not very much different from that of the other feudatory states of 

Odisha.The ex-rulers were primarily interested in obtaining as much revenue 

as possible for themselves without any attempt to change the old tribal 

system of the villages which were managed by the village headman. The 

State authorities were making certain demands upon the village headman 

and who were left to distribute the burden of the demand upon the cultivators 

in their village in any manner they consider suitable.  Of course, at that time 

there was more land and cultivators were less in number. There were less 

Nos. of agricultural labourers. The burden of taxation was on the actual 

cultivators. The rest part of village was with artisans from different walks of 

life, like potters, blacksmith, barbers, washer men, etc.  

As some portion of the villagers was with artisans who were sole 

dependent on the cultivators the burden of taxation was shouldered by the 

cultivators and these artisans enjoyed the rent free holdings.  

Till the British Rule, the assessment and distribution of rent was 

haphazard in this area. The Kalahandi ex-state came under the British after 

the lapse of province of Nagpur during 1853 and become a feudatory state. 

It was divided in to two parts, Khalsa and the Zamindari. The Khalsa was 

directly ruled by the Chief and the Zamindaries by the Zamindars.  

There was no tenancy law in the ex-state of Kalahandi during the 

princely rule, though notin letterand spirit, the Central Province Land 

Revenue Act and the Central Province Tenancy Act were followed. The 

Gounti Patta was the only charter of rights and duties.  

Land Tenure System and Tenancy Right 

The first summary settlement was made by one ―Berry‖ in 1883 and the 

second summary settlement was in 1888. No map was prepared. The area 

was recorded in the seed capacity and rent was assessed on consideration 

of the yield and the paying capacity of the tenants. During 1904-05, a regular 

settlement was made by one ―Kamal Lochan Pujhari‖ of Sambalpur. The 

―Dangarla‖ was settled on the capacity of seed, plough or axe. This 

settlement resulted in increase of revenue and the cost was met by a 

―Patwari Cess‖. The term proposed for the settlement was for four years 

departing from the previous customs of triennial settlements with the 

―Gountias‖. But the next settlement was not taken up till 1911. Again in 

1911-12, a second regular settlement was taken upand the map prepared in 

1904-05 was corrected on the spot on the support of records and were 

brought up-to-date. A thirty percent of growth of revenue was made and the 
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period was then fixed for 11 years. The individual enhancement at amounted 

to 50 percent. The next survey and settlement was done during 1922-23 on 

the soil unit system. The individual growth was made up to 100 percent in 

the case of individual royats or villages and for the ―Praganas‖it was limited 

to 60 percent. Then the gradual enhancement over a period of ten years was 

prescribed. The Gountias were allowed a drawback of 25 percent. The forest 

Cess on acreage rate was converted into a rupee rate resulting in an 

enhancement of 36 percent. The villages in the plain area which were not 

surveyed earlier were surveyed for the first time. The term of this settlement 

was for thirty years which ended on 1943. The next operation was held 

during 1945-46.  

There was no settlement report of 1922-23. The old Gounti Patta, 

customs and precedents were the only guide to judge the past revenue 

system. The Gounti Patta which imposed some conditions on the headman 

and enumerated some rights and liabilities of the royats is the only record 

exists. There was no binding factor on Gountias‘ relation with the royats on 

the method of revenue recovery and practice or the revenue officers to adopt 

a procedure. The spirit of Central Province Tenancy Act was in force, but in 

actual practice most of the provisions of these acts were not followed. 

Therefore, the existing systems prevailing in that province continued. 

At different points of time, the Ex-Zamindaries were also surveyed. The 

settlement of Zamindaries in practice was done with the control of the 

―Durbar‖. The land records were maintained by the Zamindars. Broadly, 

these land tenures were of two classes, one was for favoured classes and 

other was for the cultivating classes. The ex-state had five Zamindaris viz. 

Karlapat, Mahulpatna, Madanpur-Rampur, Lanjigarh (all form the part of 

Kalahandi District) and Kashipur (now in the Rayagada District now). These 

Zamindaris were originally created for the maintenance of the junior 

members of the Ruler‘s Family. The Zamindars were the proprietors of their 

respective states. But, at times, they were changed for certain valid reasons 

by the rulers for mismanagement, incapacity or on account of minority of the 

heirs. Also at times, ―Sanand‖ were granted to Zamindaris on new creation 

where the terms and conditions were embodied. In revenue matters, the 

Zamindars were with equal powers to those of the rulers. They do not have 

rights to minerals, to levy tolls, octroi etc. They have considerable rights over 

forest. They were entitled to appoint and reject the Gountias without 

reference to the ―Durbar‖. They were applying to the ―Dewan‖ for proceeding 

against the defaulters. But in creation of ―Maufi‖ they had to obtain sanction 

from the Ruling Chief. The Gountias are the village headman and usually 

take lease (Theka) of the village till the term of settlement but has no 

proprietary right. The ―Gauntias‖ were not hereditary. The practice of lease 

(Theka) Patta was terminable at the next settlement. Though the Gounti 

status was not protected everywhere, but somewhere it is protected. Even if, 

it was not protected everywhere, the lease (Theka) was renewable and they 
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were not arbitrarily evicted. Some enjoyed the same for generations 

together. In case of vacancy, it is rather auctioned and granted to the highest 

Nazarana payer. 

The agreements with Gountias were taken up for effecting agricultural 

improvement, improvement of villages by excavating tanks and reservoirs. 

Previously they were remunerated by the land called ‗Bhogra‘. Then the 

remuneration of the Gountias was fixed at 20-25 percent of the revenue of 

the village.If the value on produce of land given to them as ‗Bhogra ‗was 

more than the above amount, they need to pay the excess amount as Jhapti 

and if the amount is less than the assigned amount, they use to receive the 

―draw-backs‖. They enjoyed the best land in the village as a sign of their 

loyalty to the rulers. They have absolute right over the village waste lands 

and he could settle surrender and abandoned lands with others. But he 

hadno right to transfer the royati lands, though transfer could be otherwise 

effected by way of surrender and resettlement. Unless the Gountia could be 

won over by the offer of decent ‗Salami‘ there was no possibility in the part of 

a new man getting land in the village. This was a good-source of income for 

him. He also used to get free labour from the tenants in shape of ‗Hal‘ and 

Da-Bheti for cultivation for him. But Gountias cannot transfer, sell or 

mortgage Bhogra Lands. The Bhogra lands in the ex-state of Kalahandi had 

the characteristic of service tenure. The land purchased by the Gountia or on 

surrender or ejectment of any occupancy tenant, was called ―Khudkast‖. 

These lands are lawfully acquired by the Gountias.  

The ―Sikim Gountias‖ were the creation of the Asal ―Gountia‖ but they 

were given a status from the old settlement papers and some even given 

with a status from 40-50 years. There were no fixed principles regarding the 

appointment of village revenue between the Sikim and Asal Gountias. Their 

relationship was governed by custom and agreements. The Sikkim Gountia 

virtually took the entire responsibility of the village management allowing the 

Asal Gountia a nominal amount out of the commissions of the village. 

‗Kabuliyat‘ was being taken from the Sikim Gountia on behalf of the Asal 

Gountia at the time of renewal of settlement. The Sikim Gauntias were real 

Gauntia of the village under the Maufidars. The Maufidars were receiving the 

revenue of the villages under him was through Sikim Gountia but doing 

nothing with the affairs of the village. 

There were numerous rent free grants such as ―Debottar‖, Bramhottar, 

Kharposh or maintenance and other grants. Debottar or Amrutta Manohi 

grants were made for maintenance and upkeep of the deities. These were 

directly administered by the ruler and the grants were managed by the 

―Debottar Departments‖. These lands were settled alike the other villages. 

The tenants pay rent to Gountia under the ―Debottar Department‖. In case 

there is no Gountia, it is paid to the department directly.The Bramhottar 
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Maufi wasgranted to ―Bramhins‖ as ―Dan‖ on religious occasions. The 

occupants were paying a small rent. ―Kharposh‖ or ―Babuan‖ or ―Sindur Tika‖ 

maufis were created for the maintenance of the relatives of ruler or the 

Zamindars. ―Anugraha‖ or favour grants were created for any meritorious or 

courageous activities in warfare etc. These grants were called ―Muftfarka 

Maufi‖. It is said that these ―Maufi‖ were very much restricted in ex-state of 

Kalahandi. The Muafi land cannot be transferred, sold or mortgaged. Maufi 

was to be created by the permission of ruler only but Sikkim Gauntia can be 

created by the help of revenue authorities. But these Maufis has to pay the 

―Cess‖.  

The revenue receipt book alike the pattern of Central Province was 

there. The Gountias used to sign and issue at the time of each payment. The 

payment was in lieu of kind. Nistar Cess, Cess for Schools, Hospitals, 

Vaccination, Patwari and Bethi was also being collected with the rent.  

The persons having no land except a portion not exceeding 0.25 

decimal as homestead plot were called the ―Sukhbasi‖. They earned their 

livelihood only on agricultural labour or on some other occupations. The 

occupancy right on the Sukhbasi was conferred by the virtue of Orissa State 

Order, 1948. 

Some tenants being unable to cultivate their lands were found to lease 

out portions thereof in return of an annual payment of a definite quantity of 

paddy or cash. Where possession of such under-tenants was a continuous 

one, they were recorded as Sikim Tenants.  

In case of shifting cultivation ―Podu Chas‖ by the tenants in forest 

areas, no rent was fixed officially and no tenant status was given to them. 

They were charged with rent of Rs.0.50 per Kudki (Spade). This was only to 

distract them from Podu Chas and to check the forest and environment. 

Some village servants were created like, Jhankar, Chowkidar, Nariah 

etc. They were granted with Maufi like Ganda Maufi, Jhankar Maufi, Naria 

Maufi, Cota Ganda Maufi. Some were paying rent for land if occupied for 

more than the permitted area, otherwise, the land they were granted to 

possess were rent free. 

The Chowkidar and Jhankar play the role of rural police. The Nariah 

were the water carrier. The Jhankar are also doing the Puja of village deities. 

Other Jagir holders were there who were doing social work like Barber, 

Washerman, Blacksmith etc.  These lands were settled with them after 

merger of the state and in return, they paid the back-rent to the State. The 

Jagir holders like Jani, Pujhari, Bahuka, Mundchhina, Duria, Bajnia, 

Kumbhar, Debtapuja jagirs were there. 
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There was also a ―Nalia Maufi‖ to serve in the militia. Later they were 

engaged as Dak Runners, Attending Offices and their Jagirs were vested 

with the occupants vide No.2700 Dated, 13
th
 December, 1952 of Board of 

Revenue, Odisha. In case where the whole village was coming under ―Nalia 

Jagir‖, the holder was called ―Nalia Sardar‖ and was also called as Gountia 

and the Jagir under him was called ―Bhogra‖.  

There was a Land Record Office with Patwari and Revenue Inspectors. 

There was a Chief Revenue Inspector above all to look after the works of 

these Patwaris. However, the procedures laid down in the Central Province 

Land Record Manual were not followed.  

Survey and Settlement 

The 1
st
 settlement of Ex-Zamindaris of Khariar ex-state was made by 

JFK Hewitt during 1861-67. Later on JB Scott took the settlement during 

1899 to 1902. The Scott Settlement was based on the classification of soil in 

the village. This was more accurate and perfect.  

During the December, 1946, the Ex-Ruler of Kalahandi directed on a 

notification for a revision of revenue survey and settlement in the entire Ex-

State in which, the area covered with reserve forest were excluded. The field 

operation was started in 1947 when the Ex-State merged with Orissa in 

January, 1948 a district was constituted on the 1
st
 November, 1949. The 

amalgamation of Nawapara Sub-Division (Khariar Zamindari) with 

Kalahandi, the Paragraph-4 of the Administration of Orissa State Order, 

1948 gave a statutory force to the above notification of the ―Durbar‖. In 1952, 

the Bengal Survey Act, 1877 was extended to the Ex-State. In 1955, a 

notification for taking up survey was issued under the said Act. In October 

1952, when the work was fairly advanced, the Revenue Department has 

agreed to a proposal for extending the operations to the Zamindaris of the 

Ex-State. The Ex-Zamindari of Lanjigarh was excluded from this as the term 

of its last settlement in 1945-46 was not over.The proposal for the rent 

settlement in the Ex-Zamindari areas was approved by the Government in 

June 1956. The Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1958 was extended to 

the Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh Sub-Divisions, except the town areas, in 

a notification on the 1
st
 June, 1962. 

The Orissa survey and Settlement Act, 1958 came into force in 

Nawapara Sub-Division from the 15
th
 December, 1960. So, the Government 

decided to carry on revision of record-of-rights and settlement of rent 

simultaneously in all lands excluding reserve forests in the Sub-Division 

under the Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1958. In a notification by 

Government in Revenue and Excise Department on the 8
th
 July, 1963, it was 

ordered for combined operations i.e. simultaneous survey for preparation of 
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record-of-right and settlement of rent in respect of lands situated in Ex-

Zamindari of Lanjigarh under the Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1958.  

The settlement was done with fresh traverse works by plane table for 

the first time. The old traverse stations of last settlement (1922) were plotted 

out on the new square sheets for the purpose of ―Kistwar‖ survey in the 

settlement. Detail survey in the field was done as laid down in Bihar and 

Orissa Survey and Settlement Manual and Technical Rules with necessary 

modifications to suit local conditions. 

In the record-of-right, which included ―Khewat‖, ―Khatian‖, ―Irrigation 

Khatian‖, Wazib-ul-arz. The village maps were prepared with other important 

documents like, Terju, Plot Index and the list of improvements. In this 

settlement, same classification as adopted in 1922was adopted with slight 

changes in the factor of some classes. Land has been classified in to broad 

20 (KIssam) type. The paddy lands were classified into three main 

categories according to their situation namely, ―Bahal, Berna and Mal‖. 

These classifications were only according to the facilities of irrigation and 

natural supply of manure. The up lands were divided as, ―Ata, Bari Barchha‖ 

etc.  

The assessment has been fixed as per crop experiments and soil 

factors have been fixed. The villages have been classified into a number of 

homogenous groups to on the basis of their relative advantages and unit 

rates were allotted to the villages. To discourage ―Podu Chas‖ (shifting 

cultivation), no occupancy right has been allowed to tenants. The overall 

increase of revenue was 62 percentage which is due to improvement of 

classification and change of soil factors in 8(eight) classes of land and 

extension of cultivation. The changes are only because of the removal of the 

anomalies of the settlement of 1921-24 and the assessment of newly 

reclaimed lands. Proper care has been taken to see that enhancement over 

the old rent does not exceed by more than 100 percent where there has 

been no increase in the area of the holdings. 

Consequent upon the abolition of ―Thekadari System‖ in Nawapara and 

―Gauntia System‖ in Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh Sub-Divisions, the 

entire district was divided in to26 Naib Tahasildar Circles (presently called 

Revenue Inspector Circle). In order to ensure uniformity in analogy with the 

―Khasmahal‖ pattern, the district has been divided into to six Tahasils in 

1963. They are, Bhawanipatna, Lanjigarh, Dharamgarh, Jaipatna, Nawapara 

and Khariar. At present after exclusion of Nawapara Sub-Division from 

Kalahandi District in 1994, the Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh Sub-

Divisions have 13 Tahasils which are co-terminus with Blocks of the 

Kalahandi District. The same way, Nawapara district was also divided in to 5 

Tahasils co-terminating in their respective Blocks. The District of Kalahandi 

has been divided in to 80(eighty) Revenue Inspector Circle in those 13 

Tahasils. 



291 
 

Asnarrated earlier, this district comes under the control of the Revenue 

Divisional Commissioner (Southern Division) having its headquarters at 

Berhampur (in Ganjam District) and the Member Board of Revenue, Orissa, 

Cuttack control all the districts of the state. The erstwhile Revenue 

Department of the Orissa Secretariat, Bhubaneswar frames the policies for 

the smooth working of revenue administration in the state.  

From the 1
st
 April, 1967 to the 31

st
 March, 1976, the State Government 

abolished the land revenue in the entire state and only Cess, Misc. Revenue 

and Loans were being collected through the Revenue Inspectors. The land 

revenue was imposed on the 1
st
 April, 1976 to be abolished again after a 

year. The Cess was collected at the rate of 50 percent of land revenue. At 

present, the Cess is fixed to 75 percent of land revenue and Nistar Cess is 

25 percent to the Cess.  

After the abolition of ―Bethi‖ and ―Begari‖the situation started to change 

spectacularly.  All intermediaries were abolished as a result of which, the 

real tenants got immense right over their holdings. No landlords were there, 

so all the tenants brought under the State Government. The relation 

between the State and the Royats become more cordial.  

There was no codified revenue law for the guidance of the Revenue 

Courts in the Ex-State of Kalahandi. The Central Province Land Revenue 

Act and the Central Province Tenancy Act were followed in some cases. The 

―Gounti Patta‖ issued in the settlement and the customs and practices 

played an important role in the revenue administration of the area. There 

were abuses of power by Gountias, Thekadars, Maufidars and Zamindars 

with or without the knowledge of the ruler. Therefore a uniform revenue law 

was felt necessary. The solution came with the merger of Ex-States with the 

province of Orissa in 1948. 

After the merger, two orders were passed, one by the Central 

Government which is Orissa State (Application of Laws) Order, 1948 

applying a number of enactments on the subjects included in the Central List 

to the Ex-State areas. The other is the Administration of Orissa State Order, 

1948 issued by the Government of Orissa in which not only a number of 

enactment were extended to the Ex-State area but also it was clarified in 

Para-4 of the Order that any provision of any law in force in the Ex-State 

which was repugnant to any provisions of any of the extended enactments 

would cease to have effect to the extent of its repugnancy. For the first time 

the tenants as well as a ―Sukhbasi‖ were granted with security by the virtue 

of this Administration of Orissa State Order, 1948. They have the free right 

over their land and can freely enjoy, transfer etc. 
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Some restrictions were imposed on the aboriginal tribes who cannot 

transfer the lands to a member other than aboriginal tribe, which required the 

permission from the Sub-Divisional Magistrate. 

After passing of the Orissa Merged State (Laws) Act, 1950 in March, 

1950, the tenants and Jagir Holders in the Ex-State area acquired better 

rights in land. The liability of persons holding service for the use and 

occupation thereof ceased who, in turn, got the right of occupancy on his 

service holding on payment of fair and equitable rent. Those who could not 

avail this opportunity, later provided with the same after enactment of the 

Orissa Land Reforms Act, 1960 and treated as Royats. 

A step further on the development of Land Reforms was the enactment 

of Orissa Estate Abolition Act, 1951which enabled to abolish the year old 

intermediary barrier between the State and the Royats thus it built direct 

relation between the later and former. However, few Jagirs were settled in 

the name of the tenants on fair and equitable manner. Some of them 

likeGanda, Jhankar, Chowkidars were taken back by Government and 50% 

were settled in favour of the tenants. The village police was abolished. The 

Jhankar usually allowed worshiping the village deities.  

When the Orissa Bhudan Yagna Act, 1953 started and introduced 

during January, 1953, it has a good impact on Kalahandi which lasted up to 

1977. This resulted in as many as 6,985.43 acres of land donated to the 

Bhudan Yagna Samiti and the Gramdan gifts acquired area of 18,368.11 

acre of land. The lands were distributed to the poor landless people.  

Land Reform Position 

After introduction of Orissa Land Reform Act, 1960 to provide right to 

the weaker sections of society, ceiling on land holding was fixed on each 

land holders and ceiling surplus lands were distributed among landless 

persons. One of the ingredients of this act was to protect the transfer of land 

of the SC and ST people to non-SC and ST people. Thus the illegal land 

alienation by SC and ST people was deterred and their rights were protected 

and legal ways were opened for transfer of lands of the people of this society 

with the knowledge of higher rank of Revenue Officers. The land could be 

alienated on bonafide purposes only.  

Several amendments were brought in this Act during the years, 1965, 

1967, 1969, 1970, 1973, 1974, 1975 and 1976. The Act provided the tenants 

a permanent, heritable and transferable right. Except the privileged royats 

and persons under disability, nobodywas allowed sub-leasingof his holding 

to a tenant. Also it helped to the weaker section of tenancy on alienation of 

lands.  
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Further, a person or a tenant in respect of any land, but has no 

permanent and heritable right in respect of the site on which the dwelling 

house or farm house is situated is deemed to be a royat in respect of the 

whole of such site or a portion thereof provided it does not exceed 1/5
th
 of an 

acre with a precondition of construction of such house from the original land 

lord at the cost of the tenant himself.  

The land ceiling was ranged to 10 standard acres, which means, 10, 

15, 30 and 45 acres of I, II, III and IV class lands respectively. The family 

with more than five members was allowed an extra standard acre and which 

may go maximum up to 18 standard acres at the end.  

However, the homestead lands, tanks with their embankment or both to 

the extent of three acres in the aggregate are free from this act.  

All the ceiling surplus lands in the villages were settled with the weaker 

section of the society residing in the village. Seventy percent of which were 

settled with the poor people with their respective population in the village 

and then with others. In absence of such category of people, the lands were 

also kept reserved for the purpose of; 

a. Cooperative farming society formed by the landless agricultural 

labourers,  

b. Landless agricultural labourers of the village in which the land is 

situated or any neighbouring village. 

c. Ex-Service men of armed forces of the Union, if they belong to the 

village,  

d. Royats who personally cultivate not more than one standard acre of 

contiguous land. 

e. In the absence of persons belonging to any of the foregoing 

categories, any other person. 

The Land Commissioner was at the apex to review all the affairs of this 

act all over Odisha from time to time and to advise the Government in this 

regard. Similarly committees were formed at district and Revenue Inspector 

level with official and non-official members in it according to this act to settle 

all the matters in this regard. 

The statistics in detail after adoption and introduction of Orissa Land 

Reform Act, 1960 are given below. 
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TableIX-28  Implementation of ceiling provision (O.L.R. Act,1960) 

Sl. 

No

. 

Name of the 

Tahasil 

No. of 

cases 

registered 

No. of 

conformed 

statement 

finally 

published 

Area involved 

in conformed 

statement 

finally 

published 

No. of 

cases 

dropped 

No. of cases pending  

Area 

involve

d in 

pendin

g 

cases      

(in Ac) 
Progressiv

e total 

Progressiv

e total 

Progressive 

total 
Origi nal 

Remand

ed 

Reopen

ed 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Kalahandi 976 200 8,307.26 776 - - - - - 

2 Kesinga 46 11 398.77 35 - - - - - 

3 M.Rampur 1,479 217 7,754.82 1,262 - - - - - 

4 Th.Rampur 143 35 1,336.80 108 - - - - - 

5 Lanjigarh 153 65 2,546.38 88 - - - - - 

6 Dharamgarh 1,151 182 5,293.32 964 - 2 3 5 69.71 

7 Junagarh 18 - 0.59 14 4 - - 4 54.44 

8 Jaipatna 1,458 312 6,045.59 1,137 3 5 1 9 86.85 

9 Koksara 20 - - 3 6 10 1 17 193.77 

10 Kalampur 4 - - 1 3 - - 3 46.22 

 TOTAL 5,448 1,022 31,683.53 4,388 16 17 5 38 450.99 

 

 

 

Name of the 

Tahasil 

No. of cases set 

aside to de-

vesting 

Area taken over 

possession                        

(in Ac.) 

Reason for not taken over 

possession 

Taken 

over area 

reduced 

due to 

vesting 
Remarks 

Progressive 

total 
Progressive 

total 

Locked 

up in 

litigation 

validity 

transferred 

Other 

reason 
Balance 

Progressive 

total 
No. 

of 

cases  

Area            

(in Ac.) 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Kalahandi - 2,700.07 6,129.71 198.05 - 28.63 - 327.21  

Kesinga - 155.91 398.77 - - - - 24.52  

M.Rampur 18 1,318.14 5,331.56 137.20 - 25.45 - 237.00  

Th.Rampur - - 1,336.80 - - - - -  

Lanjigarh - 80.97 2,546.38 - - - - 80.97  

Dharamgarh 10 328.13 5,064.03 161.89 - 11.65 - 17.23  

Junagarh - - 0.59 - - - - -  

Jaipatna 86 1,122.56 5,529.86 27.24 - 9.47 7.11 279.71  

Koksara - - - - - - - -  

Kalampur - - - - - -  -  

TOTAL 114 5,705.78 26,337.70 524.38 - 75.20 7.11 966.64  
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Sl. 

No. 

Name of the 

Tahasil 

CEILING SURPLUS LAND DISTRIBUTED   PROGRESSIVE 

S.C. Area S.T. Area Others Area Total Area 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Kalahandi 1,357 2,068.72 1,625 2,476.20 846 1,452.32 3,828 5,997.24 

2 Kesinga 87 146.24 85 137.91 76 114.62 248 398.77 

3 M.Rampur 1,341 1,982.78 1,318 2,074.21 1,182 1,792.30 3,841 5,849.29 

4 Th.Rampur 172 361.83 291 617.98 100 188.73 563 1,168.54 

5 Lanjigarh 321 572.22 572 1,061.38 358 614.75 1,251 2,248.35 

6 Dharamgarh 956 1,462.29 915 1,570.18 1,447 1,634.40 3,318 4,666.87 

7 Junagarh 1 0.59 1 0.59 - - 2 1.18 

8 Jaipatna 1,049 1,443.92 1,201 1,794.14 1,253 1,640.65 3,503 4,878.71 

9 Koksara - - - - - - - - 

10 Kalampur - - - - - - - - 

 Total 5,284 8,038.59 6,008 9,732.59 5,262 7,437.77 16,554 25,208.95 

 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the 

Tahasil 

Reason for non-distributed 
Area 

demarcated  
Progressive Total 

Unsuitable 

for 

Agriculture 

Reserve 

for 

public 

purpose 

locked 

up in 

litigation 

Other 

reason 
Balance 

Progressive 

total 

No. of 

allottees 
Area 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Kalahandi 193.93 79.40 57.48 - - 5,078.33 3,379 5,078.33 

2 Kesinga - - - - - 223.40 145 223.40 

3 M.Rampur 7.54 16.95 137.20 - - 4,506.71 2,993 4,506.71 

4 Th.Rampur 161.99 6.27 - - - 1,168.54 563 1,168.54 

5 Lanjigarh 139.90 158.13 - - - 2,167.39 1,212 2,167.39 

6 Dharamgarh 22.30 134.80 161.89 - - 4,621.83 3,114 4,700.83 

7 Junagarh - - - - - 0.59 1 0.59 

8 Jaipatna 92.89 116.08 42.73 - - 4,636.58 3,347 4,636.58 

9 Koksara - - - - - - - - 

  TOTAL 618.55 511.63 399.30 - - 22,403.37 14,754 22,482.37 

 

 

Sl. No. 
Name of the 

Tahasil 

SETTLED AREA CANCELLED DUE TO DEVESTING 

Progressive total 

S.C. Area S.T. Area Others Area Total Area 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Kalahandi 43 46.97 82 79.34 43 79.78 168 206.09 

2 Kesinga 27 49.29 20 53.50 35 53.12 82 155.91 

3 M.Rampur 132 273.62 107 220.05 139 276.23 378 769.90 

4 Th.Rampur - - - - - - - - 

5 Lanjigarh 4 10.36 17 36.39 18 34.22 39 80.97 

6 Dharamgarh 7 8.48 6 9.52 4 6.91 17 24.91 

7 Junagarh - - - - - - - - 

8 Jaipatna 46 42.21 60 49.13 50 38.85 156 130.19 

9 Koksara - - - - - - - - 

 total 259 430.93 292 447.93 289 489.11 840 1,367.97 

Post Vesting Ceiling Cases Locked up litigation (Pending in Higher Courts) 

Sl. No. Name of the court 

Pending 

 

No. Area 

1 2 3 4 

1 Court of the Tahasil 2 55.86 

2 Court of the O.S.D - - 

3 Court of Sub-Collectors 1 12.51 

4 Court of the Member, Board of Revenue, Orissa, Cuttack - - 

 Total 3 68.37 

5 Court of the High Court 12 530.33 

6 Court of the Supreme Court - - 

 Total 12 530.33 

 Grand total 15 598.70 
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Revenue Cases U/S 22 of OLR ACT.  (Permission for transfer of land belonging to SC and 

ST to other than SC and ST) 

  SC ST TOTAL 

Total No. of Cases 7957 15572 23529 

Total No. of Cases Permission Granted 3947 7790 11737 

Total Area Involved 7134.24 19228.56 26362.80 

Total No. of Cases Rejected 3944 7640 11584 

Total Disposal 7891 15430 23321 

Balance Pending for Disposal 66 142 208 

Total Area Involved 74.06 171.51 245.57 

 

Revenue Cases U/S 23 and 23(A) of OLR ACT.   

Under Section of OLR Act 23 OLR 23 (A) OLR 

Category SC ST TOTAL SC ST TOTAL 

Total Cases Instituted 803 1079 1882 1004 1036 2040 

Total Area Involved 964.70 1811.42 2776.12 856.70 1760.80 2617.50 

Total Cases Disposed of 796 1070 1866 985 1020 2005 

Total Area Involved 947.56 1785.71 2733.27 833.52 1729.90 2563.42 

Balance Cases 7 9 16 19 16 35 

Balance Area Involved 17.14 25.71 42.85 23.18 30.90 54.08 

 

Besides the Orissa Land Reform Act, 1960, some special and separate 

acts like, the ―Regulation-2 of 1956‖ and the ―PESA Act‖ was specially 

adopted for this district taking the safeguard of property, liberty, cultural and 

social interest of the Scheduled Tribes of the district in to account. 

The Orissa Regulation No.2 of 1956, ―The Orissa Scheduled Area 

Transfer of Immovable Property (by Scheduled Tribes) Regulation, 1956‖ for 

the Scheduled Blocks of the district namely, Lanjigarh and Th.Rampur 

protected the interest of Scheduled Tribes only. 

The Orissa Regulation No.2 of 1956 reads ―The Orissa Scheduled Area 

Transfer of Immovable Property (by Scheduled Tribes) Regulation, 1956‖ 

has empowered the Collector who has been declared as the ―Competent 

Authority‖ to safeguard the interest of all Scheduled Tribes residing in the 

Scheduled Area i.e. the whole Blocks of Th.Rampur and Lanjigarh. The 

Blocks are declared as Scheduled Area where the population of Scheduled 

Tribes is more than 50% of the population. Only 14 cases under u/s/3(A) and 

7 cases under u/s (B) are registered for 23.64 ac. and 43.11.ac. respectively. 

Marching one step ahead to safeguard the interest of Scheduled Tribe 

people in the Scheduled Areas of the District, the PESA Act of 1996 which is 

called as ―The provisions 0f the panchayats (Extension to the scheduled 

areas) Act, 1996 No.40 of 1996‖ promulgated. The Act provides for the 

extension of the provisions of Part IX of the Constitution relating to the 

Panchayats to the Scheduled Areas. 
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This act enables the Panchayats to safeguard the interest of Scheduled 

Tribe people in any policy making like, implementation of any development 

works, establishment of large or small scale industries, land acquisition, etc. 

The Panchayat or the village committee shall endorse a resolution in this 

effect to allow such activities in the Scheduled Area. Otherwise, no such 

activities can be taken up in the scheduled area without the recommendation 

or endorsement of the Gram Sabha, Palli Sabha or the Panchayat 

Resolution.  

The main salient feature of the Act is to safeguard the interest, rights, 

rituals and social and customary practice etc. So also, this act aims to 

safeguard the flora and fauna of the area, check the minor and major 

minerals from exploitation etc.  

Modernization of Land Records 

In the way of modernizing and bringing efficiency to the land revenue 

administration as well as to make it citizen-centric, technological intervention 

has been envisaged under the centrally sponsored Digital India Land 

Records Modernization Programme. Major focus of the Programme is on 

citizen services. Various components of the programme are underway in the 

district which in brief have been outlined below.  

Under this programme, all textual data of records of rights are being 

updated and computerized. Data conversion of all textual records has been 

completed in respect of all Tahasils of the District and has been hoisted in 

the Bhulekh website. Computerized RoRs are being issued to the citizens. 

Re-entry of RoR data is being done on continuous basis for further updation. 

Cadastral map-sheets of all the villages of the district have been digitized 

and mosaicised. All those maps have been integrated with the textual RoR 

data of bhulekh website for public view and official use. Steps have been 

taken to make the mutation process transaction based in which notices of all 

transactions registered in the registration offices are sent by the registering 

officers to the concerned tahasil offices for initiation of mutation proceedings. 

There have been sharp decline in the application based mutation cases 

during the last 2-3 years. Further all Tahasildars have been instructed 

suitably to dispose all un-contested mutation cases within a maximum period 

of three months. People have been greatly benefitted due to quicker up-

dation of land records. 

In line of computerizing the Tahasil offices of the district, Tahasil level 

computer cells have been made functional in all Tahasils of the district. 

Information technology is being use for maintaining village wise property 

records and for providing services to citizens in a better way.  
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All the Tahasil offices have been provided with broadband internet 

connectivity. In addition, virtual private network over Broad Band (VPNoBB) 

has been provided in the Tahasil offices for secure data transmission. The 

VPNoBB connectivity is being used to transmit the updated RoR data from 

the concerned tahasils to the NIC Head-quarters through File Transfer 

Protocol (FTP) for reflection of the same in the bhulekh website. Steps have 

been also taken to provide connectivity through Odisha State Wide Area 

Network (OSWAN) to all Sub-Collectorates, Tahasils and Registration 

offices of the district. The District Head Quarters are already connected with 

OSWAN. 

In order to replace the existing system of physical storing and 

maintenance of land records which has a lot of shortcomings and 

inconvenience, Modern Record Rooms in Tahasil offices are being created 

under DILRMP. In these Modern Record Rooms, valuable revenue case 

records shall be stored electronically through document management 

system software after their scanning. Maintenance of land records in the 

dematerialized format shall go a long way in long-term storage of the 

valuable revenue case records as well as in providing better citizen centric 

services. As of now, Modern record rooms have been made functional in all 

Tahasils of the district. 

Under DILRMP, all the Registration Offices of the district have been 

computerized with adequate hardware, software. All the Registration offices 

are connected to the Central Server at the State level through a dedicated 

software on Virtual Private Network (VPN) mode.Bio-metric authentication 

system has already been put in place in all the Registration offices. Data 

Entry of Valuation details, legacy encumbrance Data and scanning of old 

documents in respect of all records from 1995 to date has been 

accomplished. Citizens are being provided immediate services such as 

Encumbrance Certificates (E.C.) and Certified Copies (C.C.) at the 

Registration offices.  
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Vulnerability of the district 

Kalahandi district is known for its vulnerability to frequent droughts. 

Besides drought, the district is vulnerable to floods, landslides, earthquakes 

& forest fires. Presence of major rivers like Indravati, Vansadhara& Tel make 

most of the area flood prone. This district comes under seismic zone-IIand 

has less risk as far as earthquake is concerned. The district is also 

vulnerable to Landslides & forest fires due to presence of number of 

mountains.  

Due to non-availability of shelters in vulnerable places for the flood 

affected people, there wereloss of human lives, livestock, crops& houses. 

Therefore, the state government decided to build elevated structures to 

withstand very high wind speeds, proof against flooding and resistance to 
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moderate earthquakes. Two types of drawing and design have been 

developed by IIT, Kharagpur; one for 3000 capacity & another for 2000 

capacity. 

Accordingly, flood shelters are being constructed above High Flood 

Level (HFL) with raised platform & stilted floors in different vulnerable areas 

of Kalampur, Jaipatna, Junagarh & Kesinga Blocks of the district basing on 

the recommendations received from the district administration. 

Use of the shelter buildings 

Almost all the shelter buildings are mainly constructed inside the school 

premises or adjacent to the school so that it can be used as class rooms 

during normal time and potential shelters at the time of disasters. The 

ground floors of these buildingshave been designed to be used as shelters 

for livestocks during emergencies. Relief materials and medicines can be 

stacked for emergent situations.Additionally, these shelter buildings can be 

used as community halls and can be put to various other community uses 

like Anganwadi centers, training centers, marriage mandaps and for other 

social gatherings etc. with payment of agreed user charges. Therefore, the 

shelter buildings are known as Multipurpose Flood Shelters (MFS). 

Features and facilities available in the MFS buildings 

All the MFS have separate hall & toilets for men and women,  special 

room for the sick, labour room, one store room, drinking water supply 

through submersible pump, internal electrical wiring with all fittings, ramp of 

1:12 slope & separate toilets for disabled persons, 5 KVA noiseless diesel 

generator, shelter level emergency equipments etc.   

Community based management & maintenance of the shelter buildings 

and Capacity Building of community 

 To ensure the sustainable maintenance of these shelter buildings, 

community-based Flood Shelter Management & Maintenance Committees 

(FSMMC) are formed and imparted suitable orientation trainings. In addition, 

shelter level taskforce volunteers have been identified and they are being 

oriented, trained and involved regularly. Further, the shelter level Mock Drill 

on disaster preparedness is also conducted at each shelter on 19
th
 June 

every year. The minor repair works of the shelter buildings are taken up by 

the FSMMC whereas theresponsibility of the major repairs lies with the 

authority. All the FSMMCs have been provided with corpus fund to the tune 

of Rs. 5.00 lakhs each for regular capacity building of the local community 

out of the interest generated per year.  
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Different Schemes for Construction of MCS & MFS: 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Scheme MCS / 

MFS 

No. of 

Shelters 

Period of 

construction 

i.  Chief Minister‘s Relief 

Fund (CMRF)  

MFS   10 Post Phailin 

(2013-14) 

 Total  10  

 

Availability of Block-wise shelters in Kalahandi district: 

Sl. No. Name of the Block Total number of MCS & 

MFS 

1.  Kalampur 01 

2.  Jaipatna 01 

3.  Junagarh 01 

4.  Kesinga 01 

  Total 04 

 

Construction of MFS under Chief Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF) 

After Phailin, visualizing the requirement for more cyclone/flood 

shelters in Odisha, the State Government has decided to construct 04MFS 

out of the Chief Minister‘s Relief Fund in Kalahandi district.  

Sources of Revenue 

The sources of revenue of the district are broadly from Land Revenue 

like, Rent, Cess, Nistar Cess, Royalty, Premium, Water Tax etc. which is 

collected by the Tahasildars through Revenue Inspectors directly. The other 

revenues are collected from Excise, Sales Tax, Stamps, Registration, 

Miningand dues like holding tax etc. collected through other line departments 

like, Excise, Commercial Taxes, District Sub-Registers etc. and in the urban 

areas, the Urban Local Bodiescollects other taxes. 

The collection of revenue under the different units like, Rent (Land 

Revenue), Cess (Road Tax), Nistar Cess (Forest Tax) which is shown at 

Tahasil Level and District Level as Part-I, Sairat, (Collected from Minor 

Minerals, Orchards, Ferry Ghats, Fishery Tanks etc.) andMisc. Revenue 

from encroachment of Government Land etc. is shown at Tahasil Level and 

District Level as Part-II and Water Tax (Compulsory Basic Water Rate for 

Khariff Crops is CBWR and Fluctuating Water Rate for Rabi Crop is FWR) is 

shown at Tahasil Level and District Level as Part-III. Usually, the LR i.e. 

Land Revenue is fixed at the time of Settlement Rent Camp basing on the 

Soil Factor and Sanction Units of the locality. The Cess is @ 75% of the LR 

and N-Cess is 12% of the LR. The CBWR is fixed @ Rs.100/- per acre 

taking the class of Irrigation Project from where the water is supplied to the 

land. When the class of Irrigation Project is changed like Class-2, Class-3, 
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the rate of CBWR is decreased from 75% and so on so forth. The FWR is @ 

Rs.182/- per acre. The FWR is usually assessed by the Revenue Inspectors 

on visiting the spot at the village and the name of farmers who are cultivating 

Rabi Crops are listed out and booked for payment of FWR on approval of 

such by the Tahasildar concerned. 

The Collection of above Revenues in the district has been enhanced to 

a maximum level. After the construction of so many Minor, Major and Multi-

Purpose Irrigation Projects, the productions of the land have been increased 

and the farmers pay the Land Revenue Dues sincerely in time.Since the 

Irrigation Facility in the district has been emphatically increased to maximum 

extent, this made the farmers solvent enough to pay these dues.  

So also, the cultivation of Cash Crops like, Maize, Sugar Cane, Oil 

Seeds, Cotton, Mixed Vegetables are also encouraged which enable 

farmers to pay these dues as because it made them solvent to a maximum 

extent.  

The statement below shows the Part-wise and year-wise collection of 

Land Revenue under the discussed units is shown from the year 2010 to 

2015. Usually, the Demand has been noticed manyfold increase as well as 

the Collections are also equally increased.  

Table IX-29 Collection of Revenue (in Rs.) for 2010-15 

2010 

Unit of 
Revenue 

Demand Collection Collection Percent 

Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total 

Part-I 2609998.45 3709650.35 6319648.80 1388578.55 2980896.00 4369474.55 53.20 80.36 69.14 

Part-II 3923623.35 4871271.00 8794894.35 1402650.00 4610552.00 6013202.00 35.75 94.65 68.37 
Part-III 24473297.00 26398567.00 50871864.00 16628044.2 17532508.55 34160552.75 67.94 66.41 67.15 

Part-IV    117149324.65     117149324.65     100.0 

Dist. Total 31006918.8 34979488.35 183135731.80 19419272.75 25123956.55 161692553.95     88.29 

 

 

 

2011 
Unit of 

Revenue 
Demand Collection Collection Percent 

Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total 

Part-I 2042630.85 3718999.80 5761630.65 1004816.75 2811386.89 3816203.64 49.19 75.60 66.23 

Part-II 2952781.60 5597158.00 8549939.60 958236.40 4979338.00 5937574.40 32.45 88.96 69.45 

Part-III 24073755.30 27492945.35 51566700.65 9240748.47 15474312.15 24715060.62 38.39 56.28 47.93 

Part-IV     103931518.00     103931518.00     100.00 
Dist. Total 29069167.75 36809103.15 169809788.90 11203801.62 23265037.04 138400356.66     81.50 
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2012 
Unit of 

Revenue 

Demand  Collection Collection Percent 

Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total 

Part-I 2,40,0510.30 3,84,2402.45 6242912.75 1222906.70 2955054.75 4177961.45 50.94 76.91 66.92 

Part-II 4236185.15 5628783.00 9864968.15 760779.00 5491485.00 6252264.00 17.96 97.56 63.38 

Part-III 27028988.10 24189922.45 51218910.55 11944143.95 22803483.35 34747627.30 44.19 94.27 67.84 

Part-IV     109072758.10     109072758.10     100 

Dist.Total 33665683.70 33661107.90 176399549.55 13927829.65 31250023.10 154250610.85     87.44 

 

2013 
Unit of 

Revenue 

Demand  Collection Collection Percent 

Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total 

Part-I 2372599.65 4177526.65 6550126.30 1173144.49 3041250.37 4214394.86 49.45 72.80 64.34 

Part-II 4408591.40 5892368.00 10300959.40 1574671.51 6623538.50 8198210.01 35.72 112.41 79.59 

Part-III 23896094.50 23967782.40 47863876.90 9055107.15 14767064.85 23822172.00 37.89 61.61 49.77 

Part-IV     170837356.70     170837356.70     100 

Total 30677285.55 34037677.05 235552319.30 11802923.15 24431853.72 207072133.57     87.91 

 

2014 
Unit of 

Revenue 

Demand  Collection Collection Percent 

Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total 

Part-I 2372599.65 4177526.65 6550126.30 1068349.04 3315071.06 4383420.10 45.03 79.35 66.92 

Part-II 4408591.40 5892368.00 10300959.40 1886543.30 9384526.40 11271069.70 42.79 159.27 109.42 

Part-III 23896094.20 23967782.45 47863876.65 8637453.55 27352419.35 35989872.90 36.15 114.12 75.19 

Part-IV     183966777.90     183966777.90     100 

Total 30677285.25 34037677.10 248681740.25 11592345.89 224018794.74 235611140.60     94.74 

 

2015 
Unit of 

Revenue 

Demand  Collection Collection Percent 

Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total Arrear Current Total 

Part-I 1668956.75 3752585.75 5421542.50 1173923.90 3224520.50 4398444.40 70.34 85.93 81.13 

Part-II 3916592.95 7001736.00 10918328.95 1675456.50 11171990.00 12847446.50 42.78 159.56 117.67 

Part-III 16096807.50 26019601.00 42116408.50 9302262.70 25065753.80 34368016.50 57.79 96.33 81.60 

Part-IV     409068311.70     409068311.70     100 

Total 21682357.20 36773922.75 467524591.65 12151643.10 39462264.30 460682219.10     98.54 

 
Source Revenue Department , Bhawanipatna Collectorate 

 

The overall collection of different revenue dues in the district has 

increased satisfactorily. However, the Tahasildars and the Revenue 

Inspectors are also rendering maximum time for achieving the target given 

by Government as well as the Board of Revenue, Odisha. The irrigation 

potentiality of the district has also emphatically increased and for which, the 

Dharamgarh Sub-Division and some of its Tahasil like, Jaipatna, Junagarh, 

Kalampur, Dharamgarh are very well called as the Rice Bowl of Kalahandi 

District.  
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CHAPTER-X 

LAW AND ORDER, AND JUSTICE 

The Maharaja of Kalahandi signed the instrument of accession for the 

merger of Kalahandi State with the province of Odisha w.e.f. 01.01.1948. 

From this date the ex-state, Kalahandiwas treated as a sub-division under 

Bolangir-Patna District. But from 01.11.1949, Kalahandi Sub-division 

together with Nawapara Sub-Division of Sambalpur District was declared as 

a separate District with Bhawanipatna as its headquarters.  

Before Independence, the Ruling Chief was exercising the powers of 

High Court, entertaining appeals against the decision of the Dewan, who 

was acting as the Sessions Judge, hearing criminal appeals against the 

orders of all the sub-ordinate Magistrates. The second officer, however, was 

vested with the powers of the District Judge and District Magistrate and 

heard Civil and Criminal appeals against the orders of the Sub-ordinate 

Courts. The Zamindars and the Gountias were also empowered to hear 

cases of minor nature. 

Earlier Kalahandi District had three Sub-Divisions- Bhawanipatna, 

Dharamgarh and Nawapara and there were 18 Blocks. But subsequently 

Nawapara became a separate district having 5 Blocks. So Kalahandi District 

has now two Sub-Divisions and 13 Blocks. Earlier there was less number of 

Tahasil offices. Now in each Block there is Tahasil office.  There were very 

few Courts, the District and Session Judge of Balangir was the Head of 

Judiciary of undivided Balangir and Kalahandi Districts. But now there is a 

separate district and Sessions judge for Kalahandi and Nuapada districts. 

There are many Additional District and Sessions Judges, Criminal and Civil 

Courts. 

Judiciary System Criminal and Civil Courts 

The Civil and Sessions Courts were under the Patna High Court till 

26.07.1948. The Odisha High Court was formed under Notification No. S.O. 

10 / Dt. 30.04.1948 of the Government of India.The High Court started 

functioning from 1948. Subsequently the Judiciary has been separated from 

the Executive with effect from 01.05.1967.  

Kalahandi was under the jurisdiction of Balangir District Judge.  It was 

separated on 28.2.1982 and functioned independently. Previous to this 

separation a Sub judge court was functioning at Bhawanipatna and the 

SDJM courts only were subsequently created at Bhawanipatna and 

Dharamgarh. A Sub judge court at Dharangarh was established in 

23.2.1991. With a view to rendering legal services to the people various 

courts have been established in Kalahandi, the details of which are 

described. 
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Powere and Functions 

The Sessions Court only can try any case relating to Protection of 

‗Children from sexual offences Act‘ (POCSO,2012). This court also can try 

cases under Indian Penal Code u/s 302,304-B, 306, 376-D, etc, the Motor 

accident claim tribunal (MACT), Narcotic Drugs and Pschotrapic Substances 

(NDPS) Act, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 

atrocities Act-1989). Any other criminal cases can be tried by CJM, SDJM, 

JMFC, or Assistant Sessions Judge. The Civil Judge , Senior Division(C.J-

SD) can try civil cases of any valuation but CJ(JD) can try any civil case of 

valuation upto Rs.50,000/- . The District and Sessions courts can try criminal 

appeals and further appeals can be filed in the Hon‘able High court. The 

MACT I and IV, II, III are situated at Bhawanipatna, Berhampur and 

Dharamgarh respectively. The Collector can try the provisions of the 

Essential Commodities Act u/s 6(A), the appeal against it lies with the 

Sessions court u/s 6(C). Appeal against the decision of the assistant 

conservator of Forest also lies with the District Judge court. Cases for 

‗Protection of women from Domestic Violence Act‘ or ‗the Negotiable 

Instrument Act‘ can be filed in the Sessions Judge Court. The date of 

establishment of various courts is given in Table X-1 

Table-X-1 Date of Establishment of various Courts 
Sl. No. Name of the Court Date of establishment 

1 District and Session Judge, Kalahandi 28.02.1982 

2 Addl. District and Session Judge-cum-Special Judge, Vigilance, Bhawanipatna 08.07.2011 

3 Judge, Family Court, Bhawanipatna 31.08.2013 

4 Addl. District and Session judges, Bhawanipatna 17.07.2013 

5 Addl. District and Session judge, Dharamgarh 27.08.2011 

6 Chief Judicial Magistrate-cum-Asst. Session judge, Bhawanipatna Not available. 

7 Registrar, Civil Courts-cum-Assistant Sessions judge (Special Track court), 

Bhawanipatna 

04.02.2013 

8 Civil Judge (Sr. Division) Bhawanipatna Not available 

9 Civil Judge (sr. Division)-cum-Assistant Session Judge, Dharamgarh 23.02.1991 

10 Sub-Divisional judicial Magistrate, Bhawanipatna Not available 

11 Sub-Divisional Judicial Magistrate-cum-Additional Civil Judge (Jr. Division) 

Dharamgarh 

Not available 

12 Civil Judge (jr. Div.) –cum-JMFC, Bhawnipatna 27.03.2000 

13 Civil Judge (jr. Div.) –cum-JMFC, Jaipatna 18.09.2010 

14 Addl. Civil Judge (Jr. Divn)-cum-JMFC, M.Rampur 01.10.1982 / 09.05.1988 

15 Civil Judge (Jr. Division )-cum-JMFC, Kesinga 01.03.2014 

16 Nyayadhikari, Gram Nyayalaya-cum-JMFC, Junagarh 08.07.2011 

17 Special Judicial Magistrate, Bhawanipatna 23.06.2008 

Public Prosecutors 

The public prosecutors (PP) appointed at different places are the 

following. 

Bhawanipatna PP-1, Special PP vigilance case-1, POCSO act-1, 

NDPS Act-1, SC and ST (Atrocities Act)-1, Additional PPs-2, Assistant PPs-

5, Government Pleader -1 and additional Government pleader -1.      

Dharamgarh Additional PP-1, Associate lawyer-1, Assistqant PPs-2. 

Jaipatna Assistant PPs-1,       Junagarh-Assistant PP-1       Madanpur 

Rampur-Assistant PPs-3 
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Incidence of Crime 

The crime scenario of Kalahandi during 2002 to 2014 is given in table 

X-2.It is seen that, the number of crimes has increased in different 

categories. Particularly in case of robbery, burglary, theft, rape and MV 

accident cases, there is an increasing trend during this period, whereas in 

dacoity, the number of cases has considerably decreased. In the year 2002 

there were 12 dacoity cases,29 robbery cases, 59 burglary cases,65 

thefts,18 rape cases were reported whereas year 2014 these were 

7,41,85,103,101 respectively. So far murder cases are concerned in 2002 

there were 22 murder cases where as in 2014 it was 38. The data shows 

that there is not much increase in murder, dacoity and robbery cases in the 

district. But in other cases there is an increasing trend. In the MV Accident 

cases in 2002, 107 cases were reported whereas in 2014, it is 253. Taking 

sum total of different crime it is seen that, from total 1270 cases in 2002 it is 

2534 in 2014. However, increasing number of cases cannot be directly 

attributed to criminal scenario of the district. Increasing number of 

population, pro-activeness of police and awareness among people may be 

attributed to the increase in number of reported crime cases. Similarly, 

establishment of highways, increase in number of vehicles may be attributed 

to increase in number of MV Accident cases over the years. Head-wise 

crime data of the district from 2002 to 2014 is given in table X-2. 

 

Table-X-2 Number of Reported Crime Cases 
Crime heads  Year 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Murder  22 13 21 24 30 30 24 28 33 38 37 42 38 

Dacoity 12 5 5 5 4 6 6 3 6 11 10 5 7 

Robbery  29 24 26 45 29 24 29 32 39 29 34 32 41 

Burglary  59 45 58 55 59 59 55 49 56 74 73 57 85 

Theft  64 82 81 82 88 93 71 78 82 78 105 105 103 

Swindling  36 75 58 49 57 77 39 49 76 70 43 55 63 

Rioting  75 50 59 94 89 67 95 50 67 74 72 80 75 

Rape  18 20 22 30 49 30 38 30 60 46 65 55 101 

MV Accident  107 94 101 139 182 184 152 191 205 159 193 236 253 

Miscellaneous  848 618 745 892 1069 1056 1088 1151 1296 1388 1516 1509 1768 

Total COG  1270 1026 1176 1415 1656 1626 1597 1661 1920 1967 2148 2176 2534 

Source-District Police Office, Kalahandi 

  

The number of cases on atrocity on SC and ST and Dowry related 

cases has increased many folds during the period from 2002 to 2014. Here 

again, the increase in number of such cases can be attributed to awareness 

and confidence developed among the people and pro-activeness of police. 

The Table-X-3 on different crime heads like atrocity on SC and ST and 

Dowry related cases from 2002 to 2014 is attached herewith, showing 

increasing trend over the years.  
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Table-X-3 Number of Crimes of Atrocities on SC and ST and Dowry 

Related cases 

 
CRIME YEAR 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Atrocities 

on SCs 

and STs 

38 21 43 34 37 40 37 40 50 46 95 81 81 

Dowry 

Homicide 

(murder) 

4 - 3 5 9 12 5 10 12 9 8 4 12 

Dowry 

Suicide  

3 1 3 - 3 3 1 3 4 2 2 5 7 

Dowry 

Torture  

4 3 6 12 32 24 26 17 50 58 50 77 63 

Non 

Dowry 

Torture  

10 6 11 19 28 19 23 30 40 38 33 38 55 

Source- District Police Office, Kalahandi 

 

Besides the above cases,125 UD cases were reported in 2002 under 

different heads, whereas in 2014 the number of UD cases reported is 178. 

The number of such cases is more or less in similar pattern in different 

years.      

Missing cases 

During the year 2014 altogether 43 children were reported to be 

missing and all the 43 children were traced and separate cases were 

registered for each. 

Left Wing Extremism (LWE)  

Kalahandi is one of the districts affected by left wing extremism (LWE), 

particularly having its impact in the poor forest based tribal dominated areas 

of the district. Extremism is a complex phenomenon and affects day to day 

normal life. Recently Maoists have become active in the district also. The 

reserve forest and other dense forests provide a safe haven to them. 

Identification of different LWE Pockets in Kalahandi district 

Fifty two GPs of nine Blocks of Kalahandi excluding Karlamunda, 

Kesinga, Narla and Kalampur Blocks have been recognized as LWE 

affected areas. The vulnerable areas are the Blocks of Lanjigarh, M.Rampr, 

Th.Rampur, Koksara and Golamunda Blocks. These affected pockets are 

mostly tribal dominated and backward areas. Inaccessibility is major problem 

for these areas causing hindrance on the path of development reaching 

grassroot in full impact. 

Action Plan 

In order to address this crisis it is controlled through Law and Order 

machineries on one hand and on the other hand innovative development 
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initiatives have been formulated and implemented in the affected pockets. 

Since 2010-2011 till 2014-2015, Integrated Action Plan (IAP) with adequate 

central fund support was implemented in the district. During this period, Rs. 

135 crores was allotted to the district through which 2248 projects have been 

taken up in different sectors. The district level committee headed by District 

Collector consisting of Superintendent of Police of the district and District 

Forest Officers have chalked out the projects and are implemented through 

agencies. Thrust was given on innovative projects in the field of connectivity, 

drinking water, education, health, irrigation, electricity and social welfare 

matters. This IAP had positive impact in the LWE affected areas of the 

district.  

Grievances 

Aggrieved persons used to submit their grievances to the police 

stations earlier.  Besides this route, such persons can file their petitions 

before the authorities mentioned below. If required such authorities may 

send these petitions to the District police station for enquiry and report for 

their disposal. 

Odisha Human Rights Commission, Bhubaneswar (OHRC) 

During the years 2012,13 and 14, the number of petitions received by 

the police from   O.H.R.C are 9, 16 and 12  respectively. All the petitions 

received from OHRC have been duly disposed off. 

State Commission for Women, Bhubaneswar 

Any aggrieved woman can file a petition on a family harassment case 

before this body. This body may send the petition to the district Police 

Headquarters for enquiry and report for final disposal. Fifteen petitions were 

received by the end of June, 2015 as against 16 in 2014.  All the petitions 

have been enquired and disposed of. 

E-Abhijog 

Any aggrieved person can file an On-Line to E-Abhijog Petition. Eleven 

petitions were received till June, 2015 and all the petitions have been duly 

enquired and disposed of. 

Joint Grievances by S.P. and Collector 

 This joint cell is meant to receive or hear any grievance from aggrieved 

person(s). If need be, the petition may be referred to police for enquiry.Here 

also 87 grievances were received as against 85 of last year 2014 and 70 of 

previous year 2013. All the cases noted in the grievances were disposed of 

after due follow up actions. 
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Organizational set up of Police Administration 

Superintendent of police is the head of the District Police organization. 

One Additional S.P. is also posted to assist in S.P.‘s work. There are 3 

police sub-divisions in this district, one at Bhawanipatna and named as 

S.D.P.O., Sadar to supervise the work of IIC, town P.S., Bhawanipatna, IIC, 

Sadar P.S., Th.Rampur P.S. and Kegaon P.S. along with work of Sadar 

courts, Bhawanipatna and O.Ps. under the respective P.Ss. The other 

SDPO, Dharamgarh looks after works of entire sub-divisioni.e. Koksara P.S., 

Jaipatna P.S., Golamunda P.S., Dharamgarh P.S., Junagarh P.S. with the 

out posts functioning in these P.Ss. limit. The other SDPO is posted at 

Kesinga who supervises the work of Kesinga P.S., M.Rampur P.S., Narla 

P.S., Biswanathpur P.S., and Lanjigarh P.S. with the concerned O.P.s of the 

P.Ss. 

There is one D.S.P at District Intelligence Bureau who is responsible for 

intelligence work in the district and he reports to the S.P. for redressal. One 

D.S.P is placed in the office of S.P. as D.S.P (crime), who looks after crime 

and criminal aspect and offers guidance accordingly. Another D.S.P is 

placed to look after the account matters and also for surprison work 

assigned by the S.P. in some cases. Another D.S.P is placed as D.S.P. of 

HRPC, responsible for redressal of public grievances, handling and guiding 

on S.R. Cases under atrocities on SC/ST cases, Dowry Homicide and dowry 

suicide cases, Dowry Torture with Non-Dowry Torture cases, rape cases etc. 

Also the section monitors the work of Mahila and Sishu desk of police 

stations of the District, also looks after deputation of officers to BijuPatnaik 

State Police Academy, Bhubaneswar for training at regular intervals. Some 

ministerial staffs have been posted in each section to assist the D.S.P.s in 

their work. Also in some sections inspectors, sub-Inspectors and Assistant 

sub-Inspectors have also been posted. 

Prosecution of Cases 

 There is only one Inspector looking after Court work on prosecution 

matters of Police cases. For the smooth running of the Court woks 3 S.Is, 3 

ASIs and 11 OR Constables have been sanctioned. But presently there is 

one Inspector, one S.I. and four OR Constables are available, since the Arm 

Guards are being provided for escort duty, the strength has been reduced. 

Required staffs have also been deployed to the newly opened Courts like 

Junagarh, Dharamgarh, Jaipatna, Kesinga and M.Rampur Courts. 

All the posts of O.I.Cs of P.Ss have been upgraded to the posts of 

Inspectors. But due to shortage of staffs, P.Ss like Koksara, Kegaon and 

M.Rampur are being managed by O.I.Cs till now. As regards the in-charge of 

the out posts, this has also been upgraded from A.S.Is to S.Is but due to 

shortage of S.Is some posts are being managed by the A.S.I till now.  
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Arms Wing  

An arms wing is also functioning under the control of S.P. One Reserve 

Inspector of Police with the assistance of one Surgent and drill S.Is. is 

looking after Reserve Police work. He is also assisted by S.Is, A.S.Is, OR 

Constables with some clerical staffs. They are responsible for deployment of 

force as and when required and for static Guard, VIP Guards, Escorts of 

Prisoners and also money Guards. The R.I., Sjt and D.S.Is are also 

responsible for regular PT and parade of the headqurters Staff. Besides 

these staffs there is one MT S.I. looking after maintenance of Police 

vehicles. Two trained Habildars are available for the Police Band party. The 

are responsible for smooth functioning of police band mainly on ceremonial 

parades and parades in other National functions on its observation days. 

There are 9 driver Habildars and 3 Asst. Drivers to maintain smooth running 

of vehicles. To maintain arms and ammunitions, there are one arm Habildar 

and an assistant. There is one building S.I. who looks after maintenance of 

police buildings. He takes up new work received from State Police Hqrs. or 

from State Housing Board. 

One scientific officer has been posted to assist I.Os to collect material 

evidences by scientific methods for better prosecution of evidence in the 

Courts against crimes and criminals. To assist him there is one A.S.I. are 

photographer, one senior laboratory Asst., One finger print S.I. in this District 

Unit. Also there is one police detection dog namely Bahadur under the 

charge of a dog handler who assists I.Os for detection of material evidences. 

There was pigeon service. But it has been withdrawn now as the services 

have been winded up due to the introduction of VHF service, mobile phones, 

etc. 

Home Guard 

The District Home Guard Organization was established in 1965 with 80 

Urban Home-Guards and 900 Rural Home Guards. The aim and objective of 

the Organization is to maintain law and order in the society. This 

organization is also functioning under the control of S.P. designated as 

commandant Home Guard. The home guards are utilized mainly during law 

and order duties in important festivals, traffic duties, election works, etc. 

They are all trained personals for which they are utilized in Emergencies, 

Civil defense work and fire fighting duties. One D.S.P looks after the work of 

the organization assisted by a sergeant, one Habildar and one clerk. The 

home guards have also been deputed to different fire stations. The chart 

showing the strength of home guards in different P.Ss and their day to day 

increase of duty call allowance are given in Appendix-II. 
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Police Hospital 

One four bedded police hospital is functioning inside reserve office 

premises under the disciplinary control of S.P. where there is one Asst. 

surgeon, one lady doctor, 2 male nurses, 1 female nurse, 1 pharmacist, 1 

junior laboratory technician, 1 dresser, 1 cook, 3 attendants for the patients 

and 1 hospital attendant and 1 sweeper.  

Traffic 

Previously there was no sanction for traffic, but since 2013 the 

sanctioned strength of Bhawanipatna traffic consists of one S.I., 1 Havildar 

and 3 constables, but for the smooth conduct of traffic work some more APR 

and female home guards have been provided to assist the staff at different 

important crossings and regulating traffic work. They are working during 

peak hours of the day and night i.e. during 8 AM to 12 noon and 4 PM to 8 

PM. 

Bidyut Thana (P.S.) 

There is one Kalahandi Energy P.S. (Bidyut Thana) at Bhawanipatna in 

a rented house of Irrigation Colony since 2012. Here there is 1 inspector, 1 

havildar and 4 constables. 

Gram Rakshi 

Gram Rakshis play major role to collect information on different crime 

and law and order matter in the grassroot. As per official figure of 2015, 

there are556 Gram Rakhis as against 867 in 1995 in the district.They are 

attached to different Police Stations and Out Posts (Table X-4). Their duties 

are to collect information within their area mainly on law and order matters, 

land disputes, activities of B.Cs (Bad Character) and relating to crime and 

criminals of the area. They have been directed to come to the Police 

Stations / Out Posts once in a week with their reports. They are paid 

Rs.1,250/- p.m since 2013. They were getting remuneration of Rs.500/- only 

from 1995.  

Railway Police and Fire services 

Railway Police 

There is no Government Railway P.S. or O.P at the railway stations of 

Kalahandi district. But there is G.R.P O.P at Bhawanipatna Railway station. 

So far no police personal of GRPS has been posted in Kalahandi. Local 

police I.I.C, Sadar P.S. of Bhawanipatna is deputing some patrolling parties 

during train time. R.P.F personnels are functioning as usual. Some G.R.P. 

staffs used to come to Bhawanipatna Railway station from Rayagada and 

some staff of Titilagarh G.R.P.S used to come to Kesinga, Narla road, Rupra 

road, etc. 
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Fire Service 

In early 1970 there was only one fire station in this district at 

Bhawanipatna till 1995. But now there are 7 fire stations functioning within 

this district with its headquarters at Bhawanipatna. The Station Officer at 

Bhawanipatna was in the rank of Sub-Inspector. But now this post has been 

upgraded as Asst. Fire office (AFO) in the rank of Inspector of Police. The 

A.F.O, supervises all the fire stations functioning in the district. The Fire 

Service Directorate has been pleased to open further 6 fire services at 

Th.Rampur, M.Rampur, Koksara, Narla, Karlamunda and Golamunda.The 

staffing pattern of the old and new stations is given in Table X-4. 

Table-X-4 Strength and infrastructure of fire stations 

 
Sl. 

N

o. 

Name of the 

office 

AF

O 

S

D 

AS

D 

LF

M 

Dr. 

Hav 

FM

D 

FM FF

V 

FF

P 

QR

T 

BO

AT 

WT

H 

QB

M 

I.T. 

LIG

HT 

CUTTI

NG 

SHAW 

H

G 

1 Bh.patna 1 - 1 2 2 1 16 3 3 1 1 2 4 3 

2 Kesinga - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 3 - 1 2 2 3 

3 Dhramgarh - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 2 1 1 - 2 3 

4 Junagarh - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 2 3 

5 Lanjigarh - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - - 3 

6 Jaipatna - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - - 3 

7 Kalampur - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 2 3 

NEW OFFICES  

1 Th.Rampur - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 1  

2 M.Rampur - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 1  

3 Koksara - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 1  

4 Karlamunda - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 1  

5 Golamunda - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 1  

6 Narla - 1 - 2 1 1 10 2 1 - - - 1  

 

Fire call and special service calls statistics of fire station, Bhawanipatna are 

mentioned in table X-5. 

 

Table-X-5 Number of fire calls and other services 

 
SL 
No
. 

Year Total 
no of 
fire 

calls 
attend

ed 

Total no 
of S.S. 
calls 

attende
d 

No. of lives lost due to 
fire / S.S calls 

No of lives saved due to 
fire / S.S calls 

Estimate
d value 

of 
property 
saved Rs 

Estimated 
value of 

property lost 
Rs 

Huma
n  

Cattl
e  

Tota
l  

Huma
n  

Cattl
e  

Tota
l  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
1 2011 45 27 1 - 1 2 21 23 1601000/

- 
293300/- 

2 2012 58 23 2 2 4 - 10 19 3273500/
- 

1084200/- 

3 2013 73 40 - 1 1 16 33 49 7898000/
- 

 1671900/- 

4 2014 49 32 2 - 2 8 20 28 5327500/
- 

858500/- 

5 2015 
upto 
June 

34 22 - - - 1 17 18 9450000/
- 

5820000/- 
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Jail and Jail Administration, Prisoners 

There are 3 jails in this district at Bhawanipatna, Dharamgarh and 

M.Rampur. According to Prisoners Act, the superintendent is the officer-in-

charge of the prison and looks after the discipline, labour, expenditure etc.   

As regards the Sub-Jail at M.Rampur there is one Jailor-cum-

Superintendent, one sub-Asst. Jailor, 2 Head warders, 8 warders, 2 female 

warders, 1 pharmacist and 1 sweeper. However on call, doctors from 

C.H.C., M.Rampur visit the jail for treatment. The schedule accommodation 

of prisoners is 136(M) and 37(F) whereas the population is only 15 and 20 

respectively.  

The ‗C‘ Class Dharamgarh Sub-Jail was incepted on 01.09.1954.The 

average daily population (Year-wise)of the Sub-Jail, Dharamgarh from 2010 

to 2014 given in table X-6 to 8. 

Table-X-6 Average Daily Population of Sub-Jail, Dharamgarh (Year-wise) 

Year Male Female Total 

2010 67.44 3.56 71.00 

2011 57.89 2.65 60.54 

2012 74.78 1.95 76.73 

2013 86.61 2.21 88.82 

2014 107.74 3.09 110.83 

 

Table-X-7 Schedule Capacity of Dharamgarh Prison 

 
Category Male Female Total 

Convict 8 - 8 

Under trial 63 11 74 

Others 6 - 6 

Grand total 77 11 88 

 

 

Table-X-8 Prison Population as on 30.06.2015 of Dharamgarh 

 
Category Male Female Total 
Convict - - - 
Under trial 79 4 83 
Others - - - 
Grand total 79 4 83 

 

Accommodation of inmates and prisons population as on 19.06.2015 of 

district Jail, Bhawanipatna indicating the detail position of inmates are 

mentioned in Appendix – ‗III‘. 

The Government of Odisha has introduced e-prison system by which 

the people and the relatives of the prisoners can know the whereabout, 

health condition of the prisoner easily. The relatives can fix the day of 
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meeting with the prisoner online. The prisoners while going out and coming 

in can also be recorded online and through biometry.    

Vigilance Administration  

After separation of Nawapara district from Kalahandi, its official 

jurisdiction comprises the whole of Kalahandi district only. Previously the unit 

was functioning in a rented house, and now it is functioning in its own 

building. At present there are one D.S.P., 2 inspectors, 3 constables, 1 Asst. 

Driver and 1 F.O. at the unit office. There is 1 vacancy each in the rank of 

S.I. and one F.O. The number of cases are referred to in table X-13.Special 

vigilance judge, Kalahandi at Bhawanipatna has disposed of 52 cases, of 

which 28 cases have been convicted and 20 cases have been acquitted and 

4 cases have been abetted. 

Table-X-09 Year-wise number of cases and disposal (2007-15) 

 

Year Misc. Cases Trap cases D.A. cases E.C. Act cases Total 

2007 8 3 1 - 12 

2008 8 1 2 - 11 

2009 11 7 2 - 20 

2010 3 7 3 - 13 

2011 11 5 3 1 20 

2012 6 2 4 - 12 

2013 8 2 4 - 14 

2014 15 6 5 - 26 

Upto 23.06.15 - 5 - - 5 

Cyber Crime 

Cyber Cell 

Due to advent of modern technology in Telecommunication and 

Internet, the progress of society has gone faster. However, vis-à-vis the 

menace of Cyber Crime is growing proportionately. The crimes like hacking 

the Computers and entering into the personal data base system, 

withdrawing money from bank ATMs by using fraudulent means are the 

common examples of cyber crime in these days. However with the increase 

of android mobile phones, personal computers, debit and credit cards, the 

possibility of cyber crime is now a challenge to the Law and Order system. In 

order to provide safety and security to the consumer against cyber crime, 

Government has taken steps to control the menace.  

In pursuance of state police headquarters, Odisha, Cuttack, a cyber 

crime cell is established in the office of the S.P., Kalahandi to handle the 

cyber crimew.e.f. 01.04.2013. An officer of the rank of S.I. and 2 constables 

are posted. As there is no report of such cases, the staff have been placed 

under the disposal of inspector, D.C.R.B. 
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Consumer Protection  

The District Consumer Dispute Redressal Forum (DCDRF) started 

functioning since January, 1990. The forum has a president, a male 

member, a female member, a Sr. clerk, ajr. clerk-cum-steno, two peons, a 

night watch man-cum-sweeper and a data management Assistant deputed 

by NICSI. 

A consumer counseling center is also functioning in the office to settle 

consumer disputes by way of counseling and negotiating. Some registered 

voluntary consumer organizations are also in existence and working in the 

field of consumer awareness. The consumer awareness is still inadequate 

and insufficient for which number of consumer disputes cases are very less 

in this district in comparison to other districts. The total cases filed from 1990 

till May, 2015 is 1465 and 160 cases are pending for hearing. From 1990 till 

11.06.2015 year-wise CC Cases filing and disposal are provided in 

Appendix-IV. 

District Legal Service Authority (DLSA) 

This authority is created on 23.9.96 vide SRO no 768/1896s to give 

services mainly to poor people of the district.  It renders services at various 

places. The beneficiaries are: amember of a scheduled caste; a member of 

a scheduled tribe; a victim of trafficking or a beggar; a woman; a child; a 

person with disability; victims of mass disaster, ethnic violence, caste 

atrocity, flood drought earthquake, or industrial disaster; an industrial 

workman; one in custody and one withan annual income less than one lakh 

rupees. 

Taluk Legal Services Committees in the Judgeship under D.L.S.A. 

a. Dharamgarh- in the court of Addl. District Judge, Dharamgarh 

b. M.Rampur- in the court of Addl. Civil Judge-cum-J.M.F.C, M.Rampur 

c. Jaipatna-in the court of Civil Judge-cum-J.M.F.C, Jaipatna 

d. Kesinga- in the court of Civil Judge-cum-J.M.F.C, Kesinga 

Village legal Aid Clinic (Legal Care and Support Centre) under DLSA 

In order to helps people to move the right court to solve their problem, 

clinics are atGopalpur, Kaniguma, Duarsuni, Kutrukhamar and Gudialipadar. 

NB- Para Legal Volunteers are engaged in the said clinic in rotation 

basis on every Saturday and Sunday. 

Jail legal Aid Clinic under DLSA is at District Jail, Kalahandi, Bhawanipatna. 

Para Legal Volunteers are panel lawyers engaged in the said clinic 

in rotation basis on every Monday and Thursday. 
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Legal Aid Clinic in Hospital under DLSA is at District headquarters hospital, 

Kalahandi, Bhawanipatna 

Para Legal Volunteers are engaged in the said clinic on rotation basis on 

every Saturday and Sunday. 

Legal Aid Clinic in Police Station under DLSA is Kesinga Police station, 

Kesinga 

 Para Legal Volunteers are engaged in the said clinic in rotation basis. 

Permanent and Continuous Lok Adalat under DLSA 

  Hon‘able Justice Sri C.R.Das of Odisha High court inaugurated one 

Permanent Lok Adalat (PLA) for Pre-litigation conciliation and settlement of 

disputes relating to Public Utility services at Bhawanipatna on 29.9.12. The 

chairman is of district Judge cadre (retired or in service) and two other 

members having adequate experience in Public Utility Services. This is 

established u/s 22-B(1) of the Legal Service Authorities (LSA) Act, 1987.  

Any person/party can file a petition for the settlement of a dispute   before 

the Adalat without any court fee. Every petition shall be disposed of in 60 

days from the date of written statement by both parties. The dispute can 

relate to the ones like transport services for the carriage of passengers, 

goods by air, road or water, postal, telegraph, telephone services, supply of 

power, light, water by any establishment, system of public conservancy or 

sanitation,insurance services. 

The provisions of Indian Limitation Act, 1963 is applicable in respect of 

the petition filed before the PLA. The Chairman may permit appearance of 

the lawyers.The copies of the award is supplied free of cost to the parties on 

the same day of passing the award. The Odisha State Legal Service 

Authority (SLSA) has the administrative control of all the PLAs. During 2012 

till March 2015, the Lok Adalat in Kalahandi had received 55, 403, 556, and 

113 cases and out of these filed cases 6,374, 503 and 177 cases were 

disposed of  in 2012,13,14 and till March 15 respectively. That is to say that 

out of 1127 cases filed, 1060 cases have been disposed of during this 

period.  

        There is another such Adalat under DLSA at Bhawanipatna, which is 

manned by a judge acting as the Secretary and two advocates appointed as 

Conciliators. If two parties of the civil court want to compromise their dispute, 

then the matter is referred to this Adalat. If any court fee is deposited earlier, 

the same is refunded to the parties. This court admits pre-litigation and 

compoundable cases directly. The court also goes to the people and 

functions in various areas of the district and decides the cases as listed. 
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Family Court 

One family court was established on 30.8.13 at Bhawanipatna. The 

Judge of this court is an Additional District Judge, two advocates (one male 

and one female) act as counselors. All matrimonial, maintenance cases are 

tried by this court and the appeal lies only with the High Court. Cases u/s 

125 and 128 cr. P.C and Hindu marriage Act are filed in this court. The 

Jurisdiction of this court is Bhawanipatna Subdivision only. Such cases in 

other places are disposed of as before.  There are 22 civil cases u/s 13,13 

(b) and 9 of the Hindu marriage act, 2 M.J.C. u/s 24 of H.M.act, 9 cases u/s 

125 cr.pc and 48 cases u/s 128 cr.p.c.are still pending.  

District Mediation Centre under DLSA 

 The Secretary, DLSA act as the coordinator and one advocate out of 

12 is deputed to act as mediator in the dispute. Nuapada judgeship was 

bifurcated from Kalahandi on 07.07.2012. The Registrar is functioning as 

assistant sessions judge-cum-tract court. Offences related to women u/s 376 

are transferred to this court, which was formed on 4.2.2013. Out of 63 cases 

filed in total (2013-28,2014-24,2015-11), only 22 cases are pending till 

30.11.2015. 

Vigilance Court 

The vigilance court at Bhawanipatna was established on 8.7.2011. 

Before that, all such cases were tried in the vigilance court initially at 

Sambalpur and subsequently at Berhampur. Now all vigilance cases are 

dealt with at Bhawanipatna. Cases u/s 120-B, 109, 409, 418, 420, 468, 471, 

477 (A) of the Indian Penal Code are tried in this court. One special Public 

Prosecutor functions in this court for prosecution of the cases. Entire 

Kalahandi is under the jurisdiction of this court. Table X-15 shows the 

number and nature of different cases. 

 

Table-X-10 Statement Showing Institution, Disposal and Pendency of 

Legal Cases (2010- 14) 

(From 01.01.2010 to 31.12.2010) 

 
Categories of 

cases 

Previous 

pending 

Institution Disposal Pendency at the 

end of the year 

 

Civil cases 3598 1479 985 4092  

Session court 

cases 

675 965 898 742  

Special act cases 306 95 45 356  

Vigilance cases - - - -  

Criminal cases in 

magisterial courts 

35013 9563 7763 36813  
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For the Year 2011 

(From 01.01.2011 to 31.12.2011) 

 
Categories of 
cases 

Previous 
pending 

Institution Disposal Pendency at the 
end of the year 

 

Civil cases 4092 1112 1290 3912  
Session court 
cases 

742 1258 1316 684  

Special act cases 356 62 50 368  
Vigilance cases - 97 2 83 - 
Criminal cases in 
magisterial courts 

36813 7882 9105 35590  

For the Year 2012 

(From 01.01.2012 to 31.12.2012) 

 
Categories of cases Previous 

pending 
Institution Disposal Pendency at the 

end of the year 
 

Civil cases 3912 1082 1056 3012  
Session court cases 684 1158 1196 556  
Special act cases 368 60 45 365  
Vigilance cases 83 17 14 83  
Criminal cases in 
magisterial courts 

35590 6178 6462 28360  

For the Year 2013 

(From 01.01.2013 to 31.12.2013) 

 
Categories of 
cases 

Previous 
pending 

Institution Disposal Pendency at 
the end of the 

year 

 

Civil cases 3012 1053 964 3100  
Session court 
cases 

556 818 805 568  

Special act cases 365 117 93 389  
Vigilance cases 83 23 13 90  
Criminal cases in 
magisterial courts 

28360 7702 12400 23659  

 

 

For the Year 2014 

(From 01.01.2014 to 31.12.2014) 

 
Categories of 
cases 

Previous 
pending 

Institution Disposal Pendency at 
the end of the 

year 

 

Civil cases 3100 1134 928 3286  
Session court 
cases 

568 862 895 535  

Special act cases 389 167 116 439  
Vigilance cases 90 8 15 83 - 
Juvenile cases 38 12 13 37  
Criminal cases in 
magisterial courts 

23659 15044 20656 17685  
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Juvenile Delinquency 

Juvenile Justice Board 

Chief Judicial Magistrates of the State of Odisha were declared as 

Principal Magistrates of the Juvenile Justice Boards vide Government of 

Odisha, W and CD Department, Bhubaneswar Notification No.JJ Cell-

1/2004/16954/WCD / dt.02.09.2004 communicated vide Hon‘ble Courts 

letter No.1076 dt.03.09.2004. Previously all criminal cases were filed in 

criminal courts and civil cases were filed in civil courts. 

The cases relating to the juveniles in conflict with law are being inquired 

by the Juvenile Justice Board, Kalahandi at Bhawanipatna since 2007. At 

present Juvenile Justice Board, Kalahandi is functioning in a separate room 

outside the Court Campus in the building of the office of the Child Welfare 

Committee at Bhawanipatna and District Child Protection Unit (DCPU), 

Kalahandi at Paradesi Pada, Bhawanipatna w.e.f. 01.08.2014. The Board is 

constituted of Chief Judicial Magistrate-cum-Principal Magistrate, one male 

member and one female member. The number of juvenile cases are given in 

table X-16.  

 

Table-X-11 Statement showing Institution, Disposal and pendency of 

Juvenile cases 

 

Year Previous 

pending 

Institution Disposal Pending Remarks 

2007 - 16 1 47 32 cases received 

on transfer from the 

JJ Board, Nuapada 

2008 47 23, 1 split up 6 64 One case returned 

to  original court 

2009 64 16 18 61 One case returned 

to original court 

2010 61 14 12 63  

2011 63 21 23, 

dormant-2 

59  

2012 59 33 46 46  

2013 46 32 36 41 One case clubbed 

with the original 

2014 41 31 35 37  

Up to 

May 2015 

37 25 23, 

Dormant-1 

38  
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Digitization 

The website of the district court is 

www.ecourts.gov.in/odisha/kalahandi. There is one e-filing center in the 

district court which started functioning from 17.9.2014 where the status of a 

case, court order, judgment etc. can be known. There is a e-court project 

established in 2005, which is responsible for e-connection of various courts 

including taluk courts.This project also includes video conferencing of the 

witnesses, filing of cases, daily proceedings of the case records and 

uploading the judgment orders. All the courts at Bhawanipatna have the 

service centers. 

Bar Association 

During the Durbar Administration, there was no Bar Association. In 

1949, the District Bar Association was formed with five members on its roll. 

The Bar Association of Dharamgarh was incepted in 1952 with only four 

members. The Kalahandi Bar Association at Bhawanipatna had 132 

Advocates till 1980, but till June 2015 there are 552 Advocates. At Kesinga 

till 1996 there were 25, but till June 2015 there are 62 advocates. At 

Dharamgarh there are 204, at M.Rampur there are 78, at Junagarh there are 

46 and at Jaipatna there are 51 Advocates. As one Law College in this 

district was instituted in 1985, the number of advocates has increased. 

The number of different places is like: Bhawanipatna-13, Kesinga-2, 

Dharamgarh-4, Junagargh-6, Jaipatna-5, M.Rampur-5, Biswanathpur-2, 

Koksara-1 and Th.Rampur-3. Now there are 13 Tahasils in all 13 Blocks of 

the district but there are only 6 Bar Associations. So Advocates of the above 

6 Bar Associations are doing work in all these 13 Tahasil offices. 
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Appendix-X-I Abstract of all Rank 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Post Inspector Sub-Inspector ASI HAV / HC Constable 
S.S P.S S.S P.S S.S P.S S.S P.S S.S P.S 

01 SDPO Office, Sadar     1 1   1 1 
02 Town PS 1 1 2 3 7 5 1 1 9 9 
03 Sadar TOP       3 1 30 11 
04 Traffic Town PS       1 1 3 8 
05 Energy PS 1 1 2  2 2 1 1 12 3 
06 Sadar PS 1 0 3 3 7 3 1 1 7 10 
07 Karlapada OP     1 1   6 4 
08 Kegaon PS 0 1 2 1 5 5 1 1 5 7 
09 Borda OP     1 1   6 5 
10 Th.Rampur PS 1 0 4 2 4 2 1 1 15 8 
11 Karlapat OP     1 1   6 3 
12 Mahulpatna OP     1 1   6 2 
13 Sadar Court   3 1 3    11 4 
14 SDPO Office, 

Dharamgarh 
    1 1   1 2 

15 Dharamgarh PS 1 1 1 3 6 5 1 1 6 10 
16 Dharamgarh TOP       1 1 10 3 
17 Dharamgarh Court    1  1 1   4 3 
18 Golamunda PS 1 1 3 1 2 2 1 1 10 9 
19 Daspur OP     1 1   3 3 
20 Junagarh PS 1 1 2 3 5 5 1 1 5 10 
21 JNG Gr. Nayalaya      1    2 
22 Chilugda OP     1 1   3 3 
23 Koksara PS 0 1 2 3 4 3 1 1 5 9 
24 Gotomunda OP     1    3 3 
25 Ampani OP 1 0 3  1 1 1 1 15 3 
26 Mote OP     1 1   6 4 
27 Jaipatna PS 1 1 2 3 5 5 1 1 5 8 
28 Jaipatna Court      1    2 
29 Kutru OP     1 1   3 3 
30 Mukhiguda OP      1   4 4 
31 Kalampur OP      1   4 3 
32 SDPO Office Kesinga     1 1   1 1 
33 Kesinga PS 1 1 2 2 6 3 1 1 8 7 
34 Kesinga TOP       1 1 10 2 
35 JMFC Kesinga      1    1 
36 Palam OP     1 1   3 4 
37 Utkela OP     1 1   6 3 
38 Narla PS 1 1 1 2 4 3 1 1 5 7 
39 Sikerkupa OP     1 1   6 5 
40 Chhatiguda BH      1   4 3 
41 Lanjigarh PS 1 1 8 2 7 2 2 2 11 10 
42 Bijepur OP 1  3  1 1 1 0 15 2 
43 Biswanathpur PS 1 1 3 1 2 2 1 1 10 8 
44 M.Rampur PS 0 1 2 1 5 5 1 1 5 9 
45 Mohangiri OP     1 1   3 2 
46 Risida OP     1 1   3 3 
47 Karlamunda OP   0  1 1   6 3 
48 M.Rampur Court   1   1   5 3 
49 DIB Kld.   1  2 2   2 1 
50 HRPC Kld.   1  1 3   3 3 
51 IAHT Unit 1 0 2  0    1  
52 Women Cell 1 0 0        
53 DCRBxKld. 1 1 0  1    3 4 
54 DCRBx SR Section           
55 DCRBx Cr Section            
56 CCTNS          1 
57 DFSL KLD           
58 VHF Control Room          0 3 
59 Reserve Office   1 1 1 1    2 
60 HQR OR/LTR   8 1 1 4   27 97 
61 Orderly Constable         5  
62 APR         184 182 
63 GR Supervising   1  1      
64 FPG   1  1      
65 DSP Hdqrs           
66 PCR      4    1 
67 Under Suspension      2    3 
 TOTAL  17 14 65 33 103 95 24 21 530 529 
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Appendix-X- II 

 

Sl.No. Name of the PS Sanctioned 

strength 

Present  

strength 

Vacancy For fire stations 

1 Town  P.S. 90 85 5 3HGs for Bhawanipatna 

FS 

2 Sadar PS 55 53 2   

3 KesingaPS 55 50 5 3 HGs for Kesinga FS 

4 M. Rampur P.S. 25 20 5 3 HGs for Karlamunda 

FS and 

3 for M. Rampur FS 

5 Narla P.S 20 17 3 3 HGs for Narla FS 

6 Biswanathpur 

P.S 

10 8 2   

7 Lanjigarh P.S 20 14 6 3 HGs for Lanjigarh FS 

8 Junagarh P.S 50 46 4 3 HGs for Junagarh FS 

9 Dharmagarh P.S 20 18 2 3 HGs for Dharmagarh 

FS 

10 Golamunda  P.S 15 15 Ni 3 HGs for Golamunda 

FS 

11 Kegaon  P.S 15 13 2   

12 Koksora P.S 20 15 5 3 HGs for Koksara FS 

13 Jaipatna P.S 25 19 6 3 HGs for Kalampur FS 

and 

3 HGs for Jaipatna FS 

14 Th. Rampur 20 17 3 3 HGs for Lanjigarh FS 

  Total 440 390 50  39 HGS for FSs 
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Appendix-X-III 

Prisons Population 

 

Accommodation of inmates and prisons population as on 19.06.2015. 

The table mentioned below indicate the detail position of inmates 

 

Scheduled Capacity (Accommodation) 304 
Sl.No. Classification of Prisoners Male Female Total 

1 Convict Prisoners 176 10 186 

2 Under Trial Prisoners 110 8 118 

3 Other 0 0 0 

    286 18 304 

 
Prisioner Population as on 19.06.2015 

Sl.No. Classification of Prisoners Male Female Total 

1 Civil 0 0 0 

2 NSA 0 0 0 

3 Remands 49 2 51 

4 Session 176 0 176 

5 S.I. 3 0 3 

6 R.I. 108 5 113 

7 Death Sentences 0 0 0 

  Total  336 7 343 

 

Break- up of the Under Trial Prisioners 

Sl.No. Classification of Prisoners  Male Female Total 

1 Below 6 month 99 2 101 

2 6 Month to 1 Year 44 0 44 

3 1 Year to 2 Years 54 0 54 

4 2 Years to 3 Years 23 0 23 

5 3 Years to 5 Years 5 0 5 

6  Years to above 0 0 0 

  Grand Total 225 2 227 

 
Break-up of the Convicts 

Sl.No. Classification of Prisoners Male Female Total 

1 Below 6 months 1 0 1 

2 6 Months to 1 Year 3 0 3 

3 1 Year to 5 Years 6 0 6 

4 5 Years to 10 Years 22 0 22 

5  10 Years and above 14 1 15 

6 Life Convict 65 4 69 

7 Death Sentences 0 0 0 

  Grand Total 111 5 116 
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Appendix X- IV 

District Consumer Forum, Kalahandi, Bhawanipatna 

Year-wise Consumer Cases (C.C) filling and Disposal 

 

Sl. 

No 
Year 

No of C.C. Case 

filed 

No of C.C. Cases 

disposed 
Pending 

1 2 3 4 5 

01 2009 43 43 Nil 

02 2010 37 37 Nil 

03 2011 20  20 Nil 

04 2012 26  26 Nil 

05 2013 26  26 Nil 

06 2014 53 32 45 

07 2015 121 06 160 
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CHAPTER-XI 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 

There was no Local Self-Governing Bodies as such in the ex-State of 

Kalahandi during Durbar Administration. However, a sanitary establishment 

was being maintained at Bhawanipatna out of the contributions by residents 

till 1917 to ensure cleanliness of roads and drains, construction of public 

latrines, disposal of night soil and garbage. The staff consisted of one town 

overseer and some sweepers. Bullock-drawn conservancy carts were in use 

for disposal of garbage.  At the time of the merger of the State with Odisha, 

a Sanitation Committee functioned with the Maharaja as Chairman and 

some nominated officials as members from different wards. 

Gountias, Mafidar System 

 As in the Central Provinces, the Gountia and Mafidar systems were 

prevailing in the ex-State of Kalahandi and Khariar estate respectively.  The 

Gountias and the Mafidars were the village headmen. Besides collecting and 

depositing in the treasury or paying to his superior tenure holder all rents, 

revenue, and cess as specified for the village in his Gountia-patta, the 

Gountia had also many other duties to perform regarding boundary pillar, 

occurrence of all cognizable offences, irrigation, Guest House and 

encroachments on public path and roads in his village. Under him, there 

were two or three persons who were called Chowkidar, Jhankar and Nariha. 

In almost all the villages, including Zamindari villages, there were Jhankars 

and Chowkidars. The Jhankars and Chowkidars were being appointed by 

the Dewan of the State in Khalsa and by the Zamindars in Zamindari areas. 

They were given specific duties.  The Chowkidar was the village watchman. 

The Jhankar was to help the Chowkidar and also worship the village deity. It 

was the duty of the Nariha to supply water to the touring officers.  All these 

people were enjoying rent free Jagir lands in lieu of their services to the 

villages. Each and every important decision for the village was taken in the 

meetings attended by the family headman and the decisions arrived at were 

carried out by all the villagers without any resentment. 

After the merger of the ex-States with the Provinces of Orissa and the 

abolition of the Zamindaris, the Gounti and Mafidari systems became an 

anachronism.The Gounti system was abolished by the Government of 

Odisha in Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh Sub-divisions with effect from the 

1
st
 April,1956. The Village Police (Abolition) Act, 1964 came into force in the 

district with effect from 1
st
 May, 1965 and the Chowkidari system was 

abolished. The Jhankars also ceased to function as assistant of the 

Chowkidars and 50 per cent of their jagir lands have been settled with them 

with the right of occupancy therein on determination of fair and equitable 

rent.  But they have been allowed to enjoy 50 per cent of the jagir lands rent 

free as they continued to worship the village deities. After the abolition of 



326 
 

Chowkidari system, the beat constables were appointed throughout the 

district. But this system did not work satisfactorily. The beat constables were 

withdrawn and the Grama Rakhis have been appointed in their place since 

1967. They are functioning as village police at present. 

Three-Tier Panchayati Systems 

The 73
rd

Constitutional Amendment, 1992 promulgated the three-tier 

Panchayati Raj system and due stress was given on decentralization of 

power. As a result the concept of village Panchayat, Block Panchayat and, 

Zilla Parisad became more effective and functional. The Zilla Parisad being 

the apex body of the Three-tier administrative system is more responsible in 

executing and implementing the development plan prepared by the village 

Panchayat and recommended by the intermediate Panchayat. Thus all the 

three institutions could be able to establish an understanding in a more 

coordinated manner to address the local issues.  

A radical change could be seen after the 73
rd

Constitutional Amendment 

in the shape, size and tenure of all the three Panchayati Raj institutions. The 

women representation to these institutions were enhanced to fifty percent of 

the total seats and the tenure of the office became five years. The 

representation for the SC, ST and OBC was also ensured according to the 

percentage of their population on rotation basis so that no ward will be 

deprived off getting a particular category of seats. Hence it could be more 

acceptable. 

All the three institutions have their specific role to play. To strengthen 

the functioning of these institutions Government grants are received. The 

President Zilla Parisad, the Vice-President Zilla Parisad, the Chairpersons 

and Vice-chairpersons of Panchayat Samities as well as the Sarpanchs and 

Naib-Sarpanchs receive honorarium from the Government. The details of the 

number of three tier system is given in Table XI-1. 

 

Table-XI-1 Blocks, ZillaParisad Constituencies, Gram Panchayats and wards 

Sl.No. Name of the Blocks No of ZP 
constituencies 

Nos. of Gram 
Panchayats 

Nos. of Wards 

1 Bhawanipatna 04 33 409 
2 Kesinga 03 26 305 
3 Narla 03 26 322 
4 M.Rampur 02 15 197 
5 Lanjigarh 02 21 258 
6 Th.Rampur 02 16 193 
7 Karlamunda 02 12 143 
8 Dharmgarh 03 20 259 
9 Junagarh 04 32 372 

10 Golamunda 03 24 283 
11 Jaipatna 03 18 255 
12 Koksara 03 20 243 
13 Kalampur 02 09 113 

Total 36 272 3352 
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Zilla Parishad 

With the promulgation of Zilla Parishad Act 1959, and as amended in 

1960 and 1961, Zilla Parishad for Kalahandi district was constituted on the 

26
th
 January, 1961. This organization was an advisory body at the district 

level to advise the Government on all developmental matters relating to the 

district. It was entrusted with the task of approving the programmes and the 

budget of the Panchayat Samities with the funds received from the 

Government for expenditure on various developmental work. This institution, 

which was also supervising the activities of the Samities at Block level, 

served as the apex of the three-tier system of democratic decentralization. 

The Zilla Parishad consisted of both official and non-official members.  

All district level officers connected with the developmental work of the district 

were included as official members. The non-official members consisted of 

the Chairman of each PanchayatSamiti, the Chairman of the Municipalities 

and Notified Area Councils with a population of more than twenty thousand, 

and the President of the Central Co-operative Bank. Besides, there was a 

women member elected by the non-official members.  Members of the State 

Legislative Assembly and of the House of the People whose jurisdiction 

comes under the district were entitled to participate in the meetings of the 

Parishad, but had no right to vote. 

The Zilla Parishads were replaced by the District Advisory Councils 

from 1
st
 November, 1968. The District Advisory Council consisted of the 

following members. 

 
1. Collector  

2. M.L.A.s and M.Ps.(LokSabha) whose jurisdiction comes under the district and 

M.Ps.(RajyaSabha) whose place of residence is in the district. 

3. Chairmen of all the PanchayatSamitis 

4. Chairmen of all the Municipal Councils. 

5. President of the Central Co-operative Bank. 

6. President of the District Land Mortgage Bank. 

7. Any Officer notified by the Government from time to time 

 

The functions of the District Advisory Council were to advise the 

Government regarding developmental work and other activities referred to it 

by the Government from time to time and also consider and advise 

Government as to how best the developmental activities could be 

expeditiously and efficiently executed and to suggest ways and means to 

remove bottle-necks in the execution of developmental works. 

The State Government in Planning and Co-ordination Department 

Resolution No.16636, dated the 14
th
 November, 1970, superseded the 

District Advisory Councils and constituted the District Development Advisory 
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Boards. Besides all the members of the superseded Council, the members 

of the District Development Committee and representatives from the public 

(declared as member by the Government from time to time) were included in 

the present Board. This apart, all Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Speaker and 

Deputy Speaker, whose jurisdiction came under the District and M.Ps. 

(Rajya Sabha) whose place of residence was in the district were also 

members. The Collector of the district was the Chairman and the District 

Development Officer was the Member-Secretary of the Board. 

All the functions of the District Advisory Council were entrusted to the 

present Board. In addition, the Board was to help the district authorities in 

enlisting the participation of the people for the implementation of the 

schemes like growing of high yielding varieties of crops, multi-cropping, use 

of fertilizers, water resources management, etc. where such co-operation 

and  participation were essential for smooth working of the schemes. 

Panchayat Samitis 

Panchayat Samitis, the second-tier in democratic decentralization, were 

established throughout the State in accordance with the provisions of the 

Orissa Panchayat Samitis Act, 1959. In the district of Kalahandi the Samitis 

were constituted on the 26
th
 January, 1961. At present there are 18 

Panchayat Samitis in the district. Each Panchayat Samiti includes six to ten 

Grama Panchayats within it. 

The Panchayat Samiti is constituted by the Panchayat Samiti members, 

the Sarpanchs of the Samiti and the member of the Parliament (Lok Sabha) 

apart from other official members. The official members do not have a right 

to vote for settlement of any issue. Their prime duty is to carry out the 

decisions made and to give necessary aid and advice to the Samiti. The 

official members are the Block Development Officer and the officers of 

various Departments of the State Government ordinarily stationed at Block 

level. The non-official members include the Sarpanchs of the Gram 

Panchayats. Women, the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes are 

given due representation in the Samiti. The Chairman is elected directly by 

the Panchayat members and Sarpanchs.  By-monthly meetings are held 

regularly. Official members can take part in the discussions of the 

PanchayatSamiti meetings along with non-official members, but are not 

entitled to vote. 

The planning, execution and supervision of all development 

programmes in the Block area are done by the respective Panchayat 

Samitis. It looks after the spread of primary education, management of trusts 

and endowments which the Government may entrust to it, and registration of 

births and deaths. It supervises the work of the Gram Panchayats within its 

jurisdiction. The Block Development Officers is the Executive officer of the 
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Samiti.  He is also its Drawing and Disbursing Officer. The main sources of 

income of the Samiti are the Government grants and loans. A list of the 

Panchayat Samitis with their headquarters is given in the Table XI-2. 

             

TableXI-2 Panchayat Samities with their Headquarters 

 

Sl. No. Name of the Panchayat Samitis Headquarters 
1. Bhawanipatna Bhawanipatna 
2. Kesinga Kesinga 
3. Narla Narla 
4. Madanpur-Rampur Madanpur-Rampur 
5. Karlamunda Karlamunda 
6. Thuamul-Rampur Thuamul-Rampur 
7. Lanjigarh Biswanathpur 
8. Junagarh Junagarh 
9. Dharamgarh Dharamgarh 
10. Golamunda Golamunda 
11. Kalampur Kalampur 
12. Jaipatna Jaipatna 
13. Koksara Koksara 

 

The composition and functions of Panchayat Samities in brief is as follows: 

There are 13 Blocks covering 272 Gram Panchayats of the district. 

Blocks are the important units of administration which play pivotal role in the 

development of the district.  

Bhawanipatna Panchayat Samiti / Block 

 Bhawanipatna Panchayat Samiti started functioning with effect from 1
st
 

October 1959. It then entered post stage-II Block from 10
th
 January 1997. Its 

headquarters is at district headquarters i.e. Bhawanipatna. Its geographical 

area is 606.4 Sq. Kms. It has its own building with all sorts of amenities like 

drinking water, lavatory for ladies and gents, PRI members, Rest shed, open 

space with stage for different Awareness Melas. Besides, it has a separate 

conference Hall. It consists of 33 GPs with 284 revenue villages including 12 

inhabited villages, which come under 4 Zilla Parishad constituencies and 2 

Assembly constituencies, namely, 77-Lanjigarh A/C and 80-Bhawanipatna 

A/C. Ten GPs are covered by Kegaon Police Station and rest 23 GPs get 

police service from Bhawanipatna Sadar Police station. This Panchayat 

Samiti/Block is surrounded by Lanjigarh Block in the east, Junagarh Block in 

the west, Kesinga Block in the North and Th.Rampur Block in the south. 

It is well-connected with State headquarters both by road and rail 

communication. Bhawanipatna Block is well-known for its beautiful natural 

waterfall at ―Phurli Jharan‖ and a beautiful wooden Bungalow at Jakam. 
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Three rivers namely Tel, Sagada and Udanti are flowing in the Block area. 

As per 2011 census the population of Bhawanipatna Block comes to 

1,71,863 out of which 85953 are female and 85910 are male with a 

population of  ST- 57194,  SC- 35058 and Others- 79611. 

This Block is covered under 1 assembly constituency named 96-

Dharamgarh. 

Dharamgarh Panchayat Samiti / Block  

This Block was a part of Junagarh Community project and started 

functioning from 1.10.1957.  At present it is functioning as post stage-II with 

effect from 1.10.1962.  It is situated at a distance of 45 Km from District 

Headquarters, Bhawanipatna.  It is surrounded by Junagarh Block in the 

East, Chhatisgarh border in the west, Golamunda Block in the North and 

Koksara Block in the South. 

The river Tel flows along Sandhikulihari, Chhilipa, Kankeri, Kanagaon, 

Br. Chhendia and Tambachhada villages of this Block and enters 

Golamunda Block. 

Total geographical area of the Block is 336.687 Sq. K.M. There are 

twenty Gram Panchayats and seventy four Revenue Villages in this Block. 

Total Population of this Block, as per 2011 census, is 122774, out of 

which Scheduled Caste population is 25407 and that of Scheduled Tribe  is 

24071 and of others is 73296. Female population is 61237 and male 61537. 

The Block is also divided into 20 Panchayat Samiti member 

constituencies, that is one for each G.P. out of 20 seats all the Sarapanchs 

and all P.S members are in position.  

Besides, the Block is also divided to 3 Zilla Parisad Zones i.e 

Dharamgarh-I G.P.  Br.Chhendia, Chhilipa, Dumerguda, Kankeri, Kanagaon,  

Sandhikulihary, Tambachhada and Tipiguda. Dharamgarh-II G.P.Tarapur, 

Nandgaon, Boden, Bad Basul and Khairpadar. Dharamgarh-III G.P. Behera, 

Tendapali, Chhanchanbahali, Dhanarpur,  

At present PDS in this block is functioning through 20 Gram 

Panchayats, which deposit the license fees for supply of PDS commodities. 

The number of beneficiaries is given in Table IX-27.  

 

TableXI-3 PDS Distribution 

Sl. No Item Nos 

1 BPL Beneficiary 14,300 

2. APL Beneficiaries 10,312 

3. AAY Beneficiaries 04,762 

4. Arna Purna 205 
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Golamunda Panchayat Samiti / Block  

This Panchayat Samiti was established on 1960 and is situated at a 

distance of 72 Km from district headquarters, Bhawanipatna.  This Block is 

surrounded by hill forest. Block in the East Tahasil Office West Sinapali 

Block in the North Bongomunda Block Bolangir district Dharamgarh Block in 

the South. The river Tel is flowing along the G.Ps Khamarhaldi, Chichia, 

Farang, Funda, Daspur, Borguda, Rengasapali Badchergaon, Uchhala and 

Chahaka GP. The Udanti river is following along the GPs Mahaling, Kuhura, 

Sinapali, Manjhari, Kegaon, Nuagaon and Chapria. 

Total geographical area is 4402983 Sq.Km. The number of Gram 

Panchayat is  24 and the number of Revenue Village is 123. 

Total Population of the Block as per 2011 census is 162156, out of 

which Scheduled Caste is 22480, Scheduled Tribe is 32667 and others is 

107019. Number of females is 64582 and male is 64917. 

The Block is also divided into 24 P.S member area, that is one for each 

G.P. Out of 24 seats all the Sarapanch and all P.S members are in position. 

Besides the Block is also divided in 3 Zilla Parisad Zone i.e 

Golamunda-I G.P Daspur, Dhamanpur, Farang, Funda, Borguda, 

Rengasapali, Khamarhaldi and Cghicghia 

Golamunda-II  G.P. Golamunda, Manjhari, Chapria, Khaliakani, 

Khaliapali, Brundabahal, Naktikani and Gandamer 

Golamunda–III GP Kegaon, Sinapali, Mahaling, Kuhura, Nuagaon, 

Badchergaon, Uchhala and Chahaka 

Assembly Constituency: This Block is covered under 1 assembly 

constituency named 78-Junagarh 

At present PDS in this Block has been functioning through 24 Gram 

Panchayats after depositing the license fees for supply of PDS commodities. 

The number of beneficiaries is given in Table IX-28.  

Table XI-4 PDS Distribution 

Sl No Item Nos 
1 BPL Beneficiary 12,797 
2. APL Beneficiaries 5026 
3. AAY Beneficiaries 5448 
4. Arna Purna 189 
5 PLO 1239 
6 RDP 235 
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Jaipatna Panchayat Samiti / Block  

Jaipatna Block is functioning with effect from 1st April, 1956. It spreads 

over an area of 100073.6 Sq.kms. It is situated on the19 28‘ 14‖N 82 59‘ 

50‖E/19.47056 N 82.99722. Block headquarters is 78 Kms from 

Bhawanipatna. It is surrounded by Kalampur Block in the east, Junagarh 

Block in the north-east and Koksara in the North-west. According to the India 

2011 Census, total population of Jaipatna Block is 130724 of which 64673 

are male and 66051 are female. The Block consists of 18 G.P with 94 

revenue villages. This Block is divided into 3 Zilla Parishad constituencies 

and 2 GPs come under 78-Dharamgarh AC and rest 16 GPs come under 

77-Lanjigarh AC. 

Besides the Panchayat Samiti Office there are other Block level offices 

like office of Tahasil, Police Station, Fire Station, office of VAS, office of 

AAO, CHC. There is 2 Colleges that is Indravati college (+2) Indravati 

Mahavidyalaya (+3). The institutions in Jaipatna town Uma Sankar High 

School, Panchayat Girls High School, Umasankar M.E School, Viswatma 

Vidya Mandir, Saraswati Shishu Vidya Mandir, Chandravanu English 

Medium School. There are two branches of SBI, four branches of UGB and 

two branches of Overseas Bank in the Block.  

Junagarh Panchayat Samiti / Block  

This Block started functioning since 01.10.1952 and entered in its post 

stage-II since 01.04.1965 with the headquarters of this Block located at 

Junagarh. It is located on 82.40 East longitude and 21.10 North latitude. Its 

area consists of 526.46 sq kms. This Block is surrounded by Bhawanipatna 

Block in the East, Dharamgarh Block in the West, Golamunda Block in the 

North, Kalampur and Koksara Block in the South. 

The river Hati is flowing along the GPs Dasigaon, Goud Chhendia, 

Habaspur, Munduraguda, Banijora, Maliguda, Palash, Matigaon, Baldiamal, 

Chicheiguda, Kaliakundal, Atigaon, Bhainriguda, Talmala, Kendupati and 

joins in the river Tel at Kendupati GP. The river Tel is flowing along the GPs 

Chhoriagarh, Chicheiguda, Matigaon, Kaliakundal, Atigaon, Talmala, 

Kendupati and flows towards Golamunda Block. The river Sagada is flowing 

through GPs Deydara, Taljaring, and joins in river Tel. All the three rivers are 

perennial. 

The number of Hamlets is 7, number of Zilla Parisad Zone is 04 and 

number of Panchayat Samiti area is 32.  This Block is covered under 1 

Assembly Constituency named 78-Junagarh. Number of ward Member is 

372 and number of PHC is 01. 

Here there are 2 Ayurvedic Dispensaries, 2 Homoeopathic 

Dispensaries and 10 Veterinary Dispensaries. 
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Table XI-5 No. of BPL Beneficiaries 

Sl No Item Nunber 

01 BPL Beneficiary 1576 

02 APL Beneficiary 12396 

03 AAY Beneficiary 4958 

04 PLO Beneficiary 1043 

05 RDP Beneficiary 567 

06 ARNA PURNA Beneficiary   

 

Kalampur Panchayat Samities / Block 

Kalampur Block is functioning with effect from 01.10.1960. It spreads 

over an area of 341.38 Sq. km. It is situated on the longitude of 82
o
 89‘ N. 

and latitude 19
o
60‘E. on the Bank of perennial Hati river. It is 60 km. away 

from District headquarters, i.e. Bhawanipatna. It is surrounded by Jaipatna 

Block in the West, Junagarch Block in the North and Th. Rampur Block in 

the East. As per SECC-2011, the total Population of the Block is 60,075. The 

Block consists of 09 Gram Panchayats with 55 revenue villages. Besides, 

the Panchayat Samiti Office, there are other Block level offices like Office of 

Tahasildar, Police Outpost under Jaipatna Police Station, Fire Station, Office 

of VAS, Office of AAO, CHC, and a branch of SBI in the Block. Amohamani 

College (+2) and Kasturika Modini Devi Degree College are situated in the 

Block. The famous Indravati Project is at located in 25 km. away from 

Kalampur. The Right Canal of the Project is passing through the Block and 

providing irrigation facilities to many of the villages. A famous monument, 

Jagannath Temple built by late king Durga Madhab Singh Deo, is enhancing 

the beauty of Kalampur town. The people organized Nabakalebara for the 

deities in 2016 and had a grand function for 2 days. Recently a bridge is 

constructed over Hatin, which has shortened the distance between 

Kalampur and other parts of the Block. 

Karlamunda Panchayat Samities / Block  

The Karlamunda Block is functioning from 1961 and the geographical 

area of the Block extends over an area of 199 Sq.kms. It is having 12 GPs 

namely Borpadar, Gajbahal, Joradobra, Karlamunda, Pourkela, Rajpur, 

Regeda, Rinja, Risida, Saplahara, Sargul Malapada, Teresinga and 

Saplahara GP with 62 Revenue Villages out of which 02 are uninhabited 

villages. These are 1) Made Kusurla 2) Rathor Padar of Borpadar GP. 

As per the 2011 Census the population of the Block is 57042 out of 

which 9589 are SC , 8518 ST and 38935 of other category persons residing 

in different GPs of this Block area. 
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As per provision of Odisha Grama Panchayat Act 1964, Odisha 

Panchayat Samiti Act, 1959 and Odisha Zilla Parisad Act, 1991 and as per 

Election Rules, ward Division and reservation of seat in respect of the post 

of Ward Members, Sarapanch, PS Members and ZP Members has been 

made and duly approved by the Government in Pancayati Raj Department. 

Total number of Samiti Constituency is 12, total number of Zilla Parisad 

Constituency is 02 and total number of wards is 143. 

The ZP constituency No. 01 consist of Karlamunda, Gajbahal, Risida, 

Pourkela, Teresinga, Rajpur villages and Zilla Parishad constituency No.-

02consist of Borpadar, Regeda, S.Malapda, Rinja, Saplahara, Joradobra 

villages. The Total number of voters is 38351 (As per Panchayat Election 

rules- 2012). The Sangam of Tel and Utei is situated at Putigaon Village of 

S.Malapda GP of this Block. 

Kesinga Panchayat Samities / Block  

Kesinga Panchayat Samiti started functioning from 01.10.1960. Its 

headquarters is at Kesinga in the Kesinga NAC area. The geographical area 

of the Block is 149 Sq. Kms. It consists of 26 GPs and 101 revenue villages, 

which comes under 2 (two) Assembly Constituencies i.e. 80-Bhawanipatna 

AC and Narla AC.As per 2011 census, the population of Kesinga Block is 

115828. Out of which 58,245 are Male and 57,583 are Female. The 

category-wise population is ST-31839, SC-19078 and others-64901. 

It is well-connected with state headquarters both by road and rail 

communication. Block headquarters is a hill Railway Station situated on the 

bank of the river Tel. The Tel river and Ret river are flowing in the Block 

area.  

There is one police station, One Tahasil, 06 RI Offices, 03 PHCs, 02 

CHCs and 03 veterinary dispensaries in the Block area. The Eastern railway 

line, which was SE (South Eastern) Rly and BNR (Bengal Nagpur Railways) 

previously was established in 1936. It is said to be the mouth of Kalahandi. 

The First Rice Mill was established at Kesinga. A paper mill and an oil mill 

were proposed to be set up here. Belkhandi is a famous tourist spot. Sivratri 

is celebrated here with pomp and ceremony. 

Koksara Panchayat Samities / Block 

The Block has been functioning as Post stage–(II) Block since 

10.11.1960. This Block comprises of 20 GPs, 71 revenue villages and 243 

wards. It is extended over an area of 341.38 sq km. geographically bounded 

by Jaipatna Block in the south, Dharamgarh Block in the North, Junagarh 

Block in the east and Nabrangpur District in the west. The Block consists of 

three ZP constituencies. The total population of the Block is 1,19,304 as per 

2011 census out of which the SC population is 19,555 and ST population is 
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41,119. The total male population of the Block is 58,953 and the female total 

is 60,351. The total household is 31,238 out of which 16,916 households 

belong to BPL families. The total Gram Panchayats including the population 

are given in Table IX-30. 

Table XI-6  Information of the Panchayats of Koksar Block 

Sl 
No 

Name of the 
GP 

No. of 
revenue 
villages 

Total 
no. of 
wards 

Total 
population 

Male Female SC ST 

1 Ampani 4    11 5712 2880 2832 884 3682 
2 Badpodaguda 1    13 6184 3066 3118 619 2206 
3 Baradonga 4 11 4972 2450 2522 691 2093 
4 Dahagaon 3 13 6788 3325 3463 753 2101 
5 Dalguma 3 11 4878 2461 2417 481 838 
6 Dudkathenga 3 11 4172 2050 2122 468 2127 
7 Gambhariguda 5 13 7332 3599 3733 1275 2177 
8 Gotamunda 5 13 9038 4475 4563 1111 3026 
9 Kashibahal 4 12 8114 3886 4228 1475 3176 

10 Kaudola 2 11 6060 3007 3053 1289 1697 
11 Koksara 3 11 4535 2206 2329 933 529 
12 Khuntia 3 11 4052 2032 2020 863 1721 
13 Ladugaon 5 20 11493 5747 5746 1253 3265 
14 Mahima 3 13 5022 2513 2509 983 2456 
15 Majhiguda 1 11 4666 2334 2332 706 436 
16 Moter 5 13 7060 3516 3544 987 2628 
17 Musapali 3 11 3619 1784 1835 863 579 
18 Phupgaon 4 11 5034 2453 2581 866 2760 
19 Rengalpali 6 12 5476 2702 2774 1058 1902 
20 Temra 4 11 5097 2467 2630 896 1720 
 Total 71 243      

 

The prehistoric Gudhandi caves fall under this Block. The Government 

of Odisha has sanctioned one crore of rupees for its development. 

Lanjigarh Panchayat Samities / Block 

The Panchayat Samiti Lanjigarh was started since 1962 and entered in 

to stage-II phase with effect from 1.10.1978.  The headquarters of the 

Panchayat Samiti is located at Biswanathpur which is 45 KMs. from the Dist. 

headquarters Bhawanipatna. There are 2 adjourning districts namely 

Rayagada and Kandhamal, surrounded  by this Block on the East and North 

direction and in the West and South Bhawanipatna and Narla Block is 

situated and also some part of Rayagada Dsitrict and Th. Rampur Block is 

on the boarder of south direction.  

Total geographical area of the Block is 386.87 Sq. Kms; number of 

Gram Panchayat is 21; No. of revenue village is 421. Total population as per 

2011 census is 92,949, out of which Scheduled caste population is 22,145 

and that of Scheduled tribe is 42,527 and Others is 28,277. Female number 

is 47,169 and Male is 45,780. 

This Block is also divided in to 21 P.S. Out of 21 seats all Sarpanches 

and all P.S. members are in position. Besides, the Block is also divided in 2 
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Zilla Parisad Zone i.eZone-I (10 G.Ps) Bandhapari, Bhatangpadar, 

Biswanathpur, Bhurtigarh, Champadeipur, Gobardhanpur, Gunduri, 

Kamarda, Lanjigarh Road, Pokharibandh. Zone-II (11G.Ps) Baterlima, 

Bengaon, Bijepur, Chhatrapur, Kankutru, Lakhabahali, Lanjee, Lanjigarh, 

Malijubang, Pahadapadar, Trilochanpur.  

Assembly Constituency: This Block is covered under 1 assembly 

constituency named as77-Lanjigarh A/C. The number of beneficiaries is 

given in Table IX-31.  

 

Table XI-7 No.of BPL Beneficiaries 
Sl. No. Item Nos. 

1 BPL Beneficiaries 10315 

2 APL Beneficiaries 3330 

3 AAY Beneficiaries 4496 

4 Arranapurna 125 

M.Rampur Panchayat Samities / Block 

M. Rampur Block (Latitude 20 °11' North and Longitude 83° 14' East) 

came into existence on 01.10.1959. It is located 60 kms away from district 

HQs on the Bhawanipatna to Bhubaneswar state highway. This Block 

comprises 15 GPs out of which 4GPs have a considerable hilly (ghati) tract. 

This Block is endowed with natural and scenic beauty amidst dense forests, 

steep mountains, mind blowing fountains. This Block added a feather on its 

cap in 2006-07 by winning cash award of Rupees Two Laks for its best 

performance in preceding year in the Southern Revenue Division from PR 

Dept. Government of Odisha This Block comprises nearly 40% ST 

Population and 15% SC Population with literacy rate of 52.81% as against 

District literacy rate of 45.29% as per 2001 census. The Block has total 

geographical area of 89,800 Ha or 894.00 Sq. Km. It is surrounded by 

Kandhamal District in the east, Kesinga Block in the west, Narla Block in the 

north and Bolangir district in the south.  

This Block comes under Narla Assembly Constituency. It comprise 246 

villages andgets police service from M.Rampur Police Station. The no. of 

BPL, APL, House Hold and the total no. of household along with the literacy 

rate is given below. As per population census,2011 total number of 

household is 21108. As per BPL Survey, 1997, BPL household number is 

19153, and APL household number is 6691. Literacy rate is 52.81 per cent 

(male 69.31 % and female 36.33 %).      
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Table XI- 8 Total, SC, ST Population in the Block 

  

Total Population 
SC Population ST Population 

Male Female Total Male Female Total % Male Female Total % 

40075 40449 80524 5522 5620 11142 13.83 15590 15945 31535 39.16 

There are 15 nos. of Grampanchayats in the Block such as Alatara, 

Bamak, Barabandha, D.Karlakhunta, Gochhadengen, Madanpur, Mohangiri, 

Manikera, Muding, Nunpur, Pandakamal, Rampur, Saidalanga, Salepali, 

Urladani. There are 297 wards in the Block and 2 nos. of ZP constituencies 

such as Mohangiri and M.Rampur. The Block has banking facilities SBI in 

M.Rampur, UGB in M.Rampur, UGB in Mohangiri, SBI in Urladani, BCCB in 

M.Rampur and Customer Service Point SBI. 

So far as drinking water facilities are concerned, there are 1080 nos. of 

Tube wells out of which 1062 are functional. Out of 15 GPs 12 GPs are 

getting pipe water supply those are M.Rampur, Nunpur, Saidalanga, Alatara, 

Madanpur, Bamak, Mohangiri, Dutta (Salepali), Dangapata (Muding), 

Barabandha, Salepali and Dangabahal (D.Karlakhnuta).   

Health service available to the people of this Block are as follows: 1 

CHC at M. Rampur and 4 PHC at Barabandha, Madanpur, Mohangiri, 

Urladani. There are 4 Doctors in CHC (sanctioned-7, vacancy-3), 4 Doctors 

in PHC. There are 2 dispensaries (Ayurvedic -1, Homeopathic-1) and 12 

Sub Centres.  

So far as agriculture is concerned the figures reflect the total agriculture 

area, irrigated and non irrigated land, no. of farm families with their category 

breakup;  

                    1. Total Agriculture Area             22387 Ha 

        2. Irrigation coverage   4567 Ha Cultivated Area    High Land- 13823ha,   

Medium Land- 5188ha, Low Land-3376ha. Irrigated Land-4567ha (20.04 %),  

Non Irrigated Land17820ha (79.96 %). The detailed information of the Block 

are provided in Tables IX-33 to 37. 

Table XI-9 Farm Family 

Category SC ST OC TOTAL 

SF 346 1213 879 2438 

MF 498 920 930 2348 

BF 623 161 1610 3844 

TOTAL 1467 3744 3419 8630 
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Table XI- 10 Irrigation Potential 

Sl. No Source 
Khariff Rabi 

No Area (In Ha) No Area (In Ha) 

1 Uttei Medium  1 1039 1 200 

2 MIP 6 727 1 40 

3 L.I.P (Govt) 77 1386 77 1386 

4 LIP (Private) 15 70 15 30 

5 Dug Well 799 321 786 300 

6 
Other Sources 
(Bandha, Kata, Nala) 

- 1024 0 400 

Total 898 4567 880 2356 

 

Table XI- 11 The Social Welfare Schemes Implemented in the Block 

 
Scheme Target Allotted Enrolled Vacancy 

MADHUBABU (SOAP) 5490 5490 00 

IGNOAP 2904 2904 00 

IGNWP 1350 1350 00 

IGNDP 263 263 00 

TOTAL 10007 10007 00 

  

                   

Table XI -12  Integrated Child Development Scheme (I.C.D.S) 

 
1. No of AWC Center  96+46 

2. No of Sector  05 

3. No of Beneficiary covered under Emergency 

feeding  4000 

 Male Female 

 2029 1991 

4. No of Beneficiary covered under SNP  10848 

Boys Girls Nursing Mother Pregnant Mother 

4687 4533 970 848 

5. Total No AWW in Position  96+45 

6. Total No of AW Helper in Position  96 

 

Table XI- 13 Public Distribution System (P.D.S) 

 
Sl. No Commodity No. of Cards 

holder 
Monthly 

Requirement 
Monthly 

Allotment 
1 BPL Rice @ Rs 1/- Per Kg. 

9513 
@ 25 KG. 
Q. 2378.25 

2378.25 Q 

2 AAY @ Rs 1.00/ KG 
3078 

@ 35 KG 
Q. 1077.30 

1077.30 Q 

3 Arrnapurna 
(On free of cost) 

115 
@ 10 K.G. 
Q. 11.50 

11.50 Q 

4 APL Rice @ Rs 1.00 / KG 
2287 

@ 25 KG 
Q. 571.75 

571.75 Q 

5 K.Oil Rs 16.00/Ltr  15179 (House 
Hold) 

@ 4 Ltr 
Ltr  60,000 

60000  Ltr 

6 Poor Left Out @ Rs 2.00 / KG 1005   
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Narla Panchayat Samities / Block  

This Block is functioning since last 1
st
 April, 1960. It is covering a 

geographical area of 431.21 Sq. K.M. The Block is having 26 GPs (Table-IX-

38).  

Table XI- 14 Name of the G.P with Population 

1.Baddharpur – 4438 2.Bagpur-3138 3.Balisinga-4209 

4.Bhanpur-4118   

7.Ghantmal-3278 5.Bhimkela-2475 6.Gadebandh-3925 

10.Karmegaon-3583 8.Ghodabandh-4197 9.Gigina-5970 

13.Muskuti-5470 11.Kurmel-3977 12.Mandel-4274 

16.Palam-4724 14.Narla-7248 15.Nishanpur-4673 

19.Rupra Road-9094 17.Rakshi-3750 18.Rupra-4222 

22.Sarian-3602 20.Santpur-4798 21.Sargiguda-6623 

25.Tulapada-5273 23.Shergarh-6976 24.Takarla-3532 

 26.Ulikupa-3425 Total-120992 

The Block has 166 revenue villages covering a total population of 

1,20,992, out of which 22963 SC, are 32026 are ST and 66003 are of others 

category, 60695 are  Males and 60297 are Females as per 2011 population 

Census. There are 30065 households out of which 18165 are BPL and 

6031areof APL category. 

There are 6 High Schools and 15 of aided High School functioning in 

this Block, beside 3 Private colleges functioning in this Block. 

There are 4 Nos. of CHC-II and 1 (One) PHC functioning in this Block. 

Only one river namely Ret flows through this Block area. This river 

provides major service for irrigation in the Block area.  

Asurgarh under Mandel GP of this Block has got immense importance 

due to archeological discovery of articles relating to a civilization which is 

established in favour of 1200 AD.  

TH Rampur Panchayat Samities / Block  

Th.Rampur Panchayat Samiti started functioning with effect from 1
st
 

October 1962with its headquartersat Th.Rampur.Its Geographical area is 

203792.03 ac. and is situated at a distance of 72 kms from district. 

Headquarters i.e Bhawanipatna. This is a ST populated Block having 16 

GPs, 195 wards and two ZP constituencies under 77-Lanjigarh Assembly 

Constituency. It is notified as TSP Block. Many GPs/ villages are in 

inaccessible area. There are many inhabited villages at the top of the hills.  

Some villages do not have communication facility till now. Due to Indravati 

reservoir the distance by road to some GPs/ villages to the Block HQs. 

increases very much. 3 GPs are connected to the GP headquarters by water 

boat only. The villagers depend upon forest product and Podu cultivation. 
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The education, health, electrification, drinking water supply system in this 

Block area is now in improving stage. 

Th.Rampur Block has its own building with all sorts of amenities like 

drinking water, open space with stage for different Awareness Melas and 

besides, it has a separate conference Hall. It consists of 16 GPs which come 

under 2 (Two) ZP constituencies, 77-Lanjigarh Assembly Constitency. This 

Block is surrounded by Lanjigarh Block in the east, Junagarh Block in the 

west, Bhawanipatna Block in the North and Nabrangpur Block in the south. 

It is well-connected with State headquarters by bus Th.Rampur Block is 

wellknown for its beautiful natural waterfalls of the Mardiguda (Kaniguma 

GP), Sungergarh (Kerpai GP), Sindera (Badchhatrang GP), a beautiful 

Bungalow at Th.Rampurand the Manikeswari Temple at Th.Rampur, which 

are of tourist attraction. Good quality coffee was produced in this Block. The 

mango forest produces diverse varieties of mango which are extremely 

sweet. The seasonal Champa flower of this place is famous. 

As per 2011 census, the population of Th.Rampur Block comes to 

77840 out of which 39727 are female and are male 38113. ST population is 

45287, SC population is 19742 and Others 12811. 

This Panchayat Samiti works for the development of both the 

individuals and the Community as a whole through various anti-poverty 

schemes such as IAY/BPGY, MGNREGS, OLM, ACA (LWE),FCA, SFC, 

MLA LAD, MP LAD, SPF, SDP,BKBK, MBPY, IGNOAP, etc. 

Gram Panchayat 

Grama Panchayat is the primary unit in the democratic decentralization. 

Some Gram Panchayats were constituted in the district after the introduction 

of the Orissa GramaPanchayats Act, 1948, with the aim to establish and 

develop local self-government in the village communities and to make better 

provision for their administration. The GramaPanchayat administration was 

extended all over the district covering all the villages in 1953. These 

institutions were governed under the Orissa GramaPanchayat Act, 1964. 

Each Grama Panchayat comprising one or more than one village is divided 

into a number of wards. The election of Sarapanch, Naib-Sarapanch, 

members (both general and the SC/ST members) is conducted according to 

the provisions of the Orissa Grama Panchayat Election Rule, 1965.  

According to this rule, in every three years one member from each ward is 

elected to the Gram Panchayat on the basis of adult franchise. The 

Sarapanch is also directly elected by the voters. But the Naib Sarapanch is 

elected from amongst the ward members. The Sarpanch is the head of the 

Panchayat and is assisted by the Naib Sarpanch. In areas where the 

Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes population of the Grama 
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Panhayat is more than 5 per cent, provision has been made to elect a 

Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe candidate as Sarpanch. 

There are 234 Grama Panchayats in the district which include 88 in 

Bhawanipatna sub-division, 79 in Dharamgarh sub-division and 67 in 

Nawapara sub-division. Out of the four women members elected to the 

Gram Panchayats, one belongs to Kashrupara Gram Panchayat and the 

other belongs to Kikia Grama Panchayat, both under Kesinga Police 

Station.They have been elected as Sarpanch and Naib Sarpanch 

respectively. Besides, in 1975-76, out of the total number of Scheduled 

Caste and Scheduled Tribe members elected to different Grama Panchayats 

in the district, 21 were elected as Sarpanch which included one woman, and 

27 were elected as Naib Sarpanch.         

The Gram Panchayats continue to function as the main agency for the 

implementation of all development work and for mobilizing manpower in rural 

areas. Development activities of different departments of Government which 

are coordinated at the Block level also continue to be executed through the 

agency of the Panchayats.  

The functions of the GramaPanchayats include looking to village 

sanitation, aiding schools, supplying of drinking water, maintenance of 

roads, ferry ghats and cattle pounds, providing street lights and 

implementing different agricultural schemes. Pisciculture is one of the most 

lucrative schemes in augmenting internal resources of the Panchayats. 

Steps are also being taken by the Panchayats for the development of the 

socio-economic condition of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes people. Generally women are given training in sewing, embroidery. 

Arts and crafts through the Mahila Samitis and Jubak Sanghas organized in 

different villages of the district. CARE feeding centres for pregnant women 

and nursing mothers are also organized. Besides, in some villages ―Bal 

Wadi‖ have also been organized for the children within the age-group of 1-

1/2 to 5 years where they are taught hygienic habits, singing, playing, etc. 

Besides Government grants and loans, the other sources of income of 

the Panchayats are the Panchayat and other taxes, vehicle registration fees, 

rent from markets, Grama Sabha lands, cattle ponds, ferries and ghats. The 

Government of Odisha has received an awaard from Governnment of India 

for empowering the Panchayats. The State Government has allocated 20-50 

lakhs of rupees to the panchayats according to their size. They also earn 

revenue from pisciculture in Panchayat tanks. Besides, the following 

schemes are handled by gram panchayts.  

a. Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Programme 

(MGREGP). 

b. State Finance Commission Award. 

c. Central Finance Commission Award. 

d. Dearness Allowance and Sitting Fees. 
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e. Staff Subsidy. 

f. Sairat. 

g. Royalty from Minor Forest Produce. 

h. Entertainment Tax. 

i. Cess Grant. 

j. Kendu Leaf Grant. 

The expenditure incurred by the Grama Panchayats include mainly on 

construction and maintenance of roads and buildings, education, village 

sanitation, pisciculture, repairs of wells and tanks and other remunerative 

schemes and for paying of staff and other contingent expenses. 

Palli Sabha and Gram Sabha 

Palli Sabha is treated as an important forum of public participation in 

the rural development process. The data (Table XI-3) indicate that in 

comparison to male participation female participation in the Palli Sabha is 

less. However, there is a trend in the increase in percentage of female 

participation over the years. This is attributed to increase in the awareness. 

The analysis of the available data show that in the year 2010-11, the female 

participation was  44% in Bhawanipatna Block, 38% in Karlamunda Block , 

36% in Narla Block, whereas in Block like Lanjigarh, Junagarh and 

M.Rampur it was 2, 8 and 9% respectively. During 2011-12 there was 

improvement in scenario and in a Block like Lanjigarh thei percentage 

improved considerably to 24%, whereas in M.Rampur Block there was no 

improvement. In 2012-13 also M.Rampur Block was in the lower position 

with 8% participation, whereas in Lanjigarh, it increased to 31%. In 2013-14 

and 2014-15 M.Rampur continued to be in lowest position among the Blocks 

with 9 and 7% respectively. The analysis shows that, in Blocks like 

Bhawanipatna, Karlamunda, Golamunda there is substantial percentage of 

women participation in Palli Sabha. The trend however, shows that, there is 

gradual improvement of women participation and it is expected that there will 

be further improvement with increase of awareness and education among 

women.  

As the power is decentralized, greater involvement of the people in 

preparing the developmental plan at village level has become mandatory, 

which resulted in strengthening of the Palli Sabha and the Gram Sabha at 

the bottom. Apart from the developmental activities, selection of 

beneficiaries are also made in the Palli Sabhas and sent for the approval by 

the Gram Sabha and thereby providing justice to the needy people could be 

ensured. The people involved in taking decisions in this process are also 

accountable to the people at large. 
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 Table-XI-15 Number of Palli Sabhas and Gender variability 

Block 

2010-11 2011-12 

Total No. 
Pallisabha 

Total 
No. of 

Member 
Present 

Total 
No. of 

Female 
Present 

Female 
% 

Total No. 
Pallisabha 

Total 
No. of 

Member 
Present 

Total 
No. of 

Female 
Present 

Female 
% 

Bhawanipatna  33 1807 800 44 208 34718 15307 44 
Dharamgarh  0 0 0 0 79 4345 482 11 
Golamunda  672 26780 9480 35 681 26800 10008 37 
Jayapatna  116 19118 5938 31 116 18392 5674 31 
Junagarh  164 4920 400 8 164 5010 1000 20 

Kalampur  70 5504 1484 27 70 5733 1406 25 
Karlamunda  60 5260 2000 38 60 6200 2400 39 
Kesinga  118 4496 763 17 158 10101 2344 23 
Koksara  71 8875 2928 33 71 8804 2993 34 
Lanjigarh  452 321396 7778 2 452 21898 5227 24 

M.Rampur  228 12730 1208 9 228 13545 1252 9 
Narla  164 9506 3402 36 164 9938 3457 35 
Th.Rampur  283 41035 8207 20 267 38020 7604 20 

 

Block 

2012-13 2013-14 

Total No. 

Pallisabha 

Total 

No. of 

Member 

Present 

Total 

No. of 

Female 

Present 

Female 

% 

Total No. 

Pallisabha 

Total 

No. of 

Member 

Present 

Total 

No. of 

Female 

Present 

Female 

% 

Bhawanipatna  198 21715 9394 43 210 25319 9510 38 

Dharamgarh  79 4631 648 14 158 8085 1046 13 

Golamunda  684 25991 7163 28 675 27300 9355 34 

Jayapatna  116 19486 5939 30 116 19221 5701 30 

Junagarh  164 5050 550 11 164 6010 1000 17 

Kalampur  73 6376 1809 28 70 6253 1543 25 

Karlamunda  60 5600 2600 46 60 5290 2400 45 

Kesinga  193 17717 4411 25 102 4363 924 21 

Koksara  71 9230 3692 40 71 10205 4839 47 

Lanjigarh  452 27984 8720 31 452 23107 6066 26 

M.Rampur  228 14725 1237 8 228 15384 1399 9 

Narla  164 16701 5908 35 164 9557 3314 35 

Th.Rampur  250 37200 5580 15 270 39150 7047 18 

 

Block 

2014-15 

Total No. 

Pallisabha 

Total No. of 

Member 

Present 

Total No. of 

Female 

Present Female % 

Bhawanipatna 100 15567 5848 38 

Dharamgarh 75 4350 783 18 

Golamunda 678 26918 10816 40 

Jayapatna  116 20136 5451 27 

Junagarh 164 5900 1100 19 

Kalampur 66 7525 2187 29 

Karlamunda 60 5200 2200 42 

Kesinga 136 6226 1143 18 

Koksara 137 18789 9759 52 

Lanjigarh 452 22634 7445 33 

M.Rampur 228 14686 1042 7 

Narla 164 9820 3334 34 

Th.Rampur 266 40150 4818 12 

 

http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410001&block_name=BHAWANIPATNA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=8JNA7iY1Pz+Hs+jdM8prJQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410008&block_name=DHARAMAGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=oQu2doiGr2+orcy9KIjpRg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410013&block_name=GOLAMUNDA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=KL6Khsx2zaz/0J/XnPAFhQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410010&block_name=JAYAPATNA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=B4bCy3LUzNky12CpKcVjtw
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410009&block_name=JUNAGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=9dKWW5en8OiGTuAvbzIXKw
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410012&block_name=KALAMPUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=OUcpimFNgBUQdCR/VOEcoA
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410005&block_name=KARLAMUNDA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=eASCb9Ex/QJ/mFh4eF6ong
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410002&block_name=KESINGA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=iw12Ky8nTJ/Qxgt9O6eF/Q
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410011&block_name=KOKASARA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=94McnmmskfWNDXkX/V3SDg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410006&block_name=LANJIGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=l6MILR6Xbddx1n5CSLIG7A
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410004&block_name=MADANPUR++++RAMPUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=FJqNJl2xSG10YAaskqsd2A
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410003&block_name=NARALA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=ZBdUvOkBv1bSQeF85afqYQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410007&block_name=THUAMUL+RAM+PUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=U+DKYf+ulRCqXVnoY+NCWg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410001&block_name=BHAWANIPATNA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=8JNA7iY1Pz+Hs+jdM8prJQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410008&block_name=DHARAMAGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=oQu2doiGr2+orcy9KIjpRg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410013&block_name=GOLAMUNDA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=KL6Khsx2zaz/0J/XnPAFhQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410010&block_name=JAYAPATNA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=B4bCy3LUzNky12CpKcVjtw
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410009&block_name=JUNAGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=9dKWW5en8OiGTuAvbzIXKw
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410012&block_name=KALAMPUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=OUcpimFNgBUQdCR/VOEcoA
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410005&block_name=KARLAMUNDA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=eASCb9Ex/QJ/mFh4eF6ong
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410002&block_name=KESINGA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=iw12Ky8nTJ/Qxgt9O6eF/Q
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410011&block_name=KOKASARA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=94McnmmskfWNDXkX/V3SDg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410006&block_name=LANJIGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=l6MILR6Xbddx1n5CSLIG7A
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410004&block_name=MADANPUR++++RAMPUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=FJqNJl2xSG10YAaskqsd2A
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410003&block_name=NARALA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=ZBdUvOkBv1bSQeF85afqYQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410007&block_name=THUAMUL+RAM+PUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=U+DKYf+ulRCqXVnoY+NCWg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410001&block_name=BHAWANIPATNA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=8JNA7iY1Pz+Hs+jdM8prJQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410008&block_name=DHARAMAGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=oQu2doiGr2+orcy9KIjpRg
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410013&block_name=GOLAMUNDA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=KL6Khsx2zaz/0J/XnPAFhQ
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410010&block_name=JAYAPATNA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=B4bCy3LUzNky12CpKcVjtw
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410009&block_name=JUNAGARH&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=9dKWW5en8OiGTuAvbzIXKw
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410012&block_name=KALAMPUR&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=OUcpimFNgBUQdCR/VOEcoA
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410005&block_name=KARLAMUNDA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=eASCb9Ex/QJ/mFh4eF6ong
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410002&block_name=KESINGA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=iw12Ky8nTJ/Qxgt9O6eF/Q
http://164.100.129.6/netnrega/projected_VS_generated.aspx?file1=empprov&page1=b&lflag=eng&state_name=ODISHA&state_code=24&district_name=KALAHANDI&district_code=2410&block_code=2410011&block_name=KOKASARA&fin_year=2015-2016&Digest=94McnmmskfWNDXkX/V3SDg
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At present there are 272 Gram Panchayats in the District. The 

Panchayat Samities at Lanjigarh and Thuamul Rampur Blocks are declared 

as scheduled areas. 

For smooth functioning and management of the Gram Panchayats 

some public properties have been handed over from the Revenue 

Department and some are created by the Panchayati Raj Institutions by 

utilizing the funds received under different schemes for generation of own 

source of revenue. The GPs mostly utilize Tanks, Katas, Weekly markets, 

Market complex to generate their own source of revenue (Table XI-4).  

 

Table-XI-16 Public properties managed by the Gram Panchayats 

(2013-14) 

 
Sl.No. Name of the public Properties Numbers Income derived   

1 Tanks and Katas 4148 76,81,878/- 

2 Weekly Markets  117 37,50,270/- 

3 Ferry Ghats    95 3,61,896/- 

4 Cattle Ponds 120 21,170/- 

5 Orchard 170 1,30,045/- 

 

Municipality and NACs 

The Orissa Municipal Act, 1950, was extended to Bhawanipatna from 

16
th
 April, 1951, and accordingly, the Bhawanipatna Municipal Council was 

constituted the same year. The area of the Municipality was 12.96 square 

kilometres (5 square miles) with a population of 14,400 according to 1961 

Census. At present, besides the Municipality at Bhawanipatna, there are 

three Notified Area Councils at Kesinga, Junagarh and Dharamgarh, 

constituted under the Orissa Municipal Act. 1950. 

 The councillors of the Municipality and the Notified Area Councils are 

elected every four years in accordance with Section 41 (1) of the Orissa 

Municipal Act, 1950, read with Section 12(1) thereof. The election of 

councillors to the Municipalities and the Notified Area Council was 

suspended as per the provisions laid down in the Orissa Local Body 

(Suspension of Election) Act, 1962. In the beginning of 1963, the said Act 

was repealed and Government in Health (Local Self-Government) 

Department Letter No. 5012-13/L.S.G., dated the 8
th
 May, 1963 decided to 

hold the pending elections of the Municipalities and the Notified Area 

Council. The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of these local bodies are 

elected by their respective councillors from among themselves. The Councils 

discharge the duties as provided under the Orissa Municipality Act, 1950, 

with regard to finance, public health, public works, education and any other 
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special subject relating to the purpose of the Act. There are Executive 

Officers appointed by the State Government in these local bodies to carry 

out day to day administration. 

Bhawanipatna Municipality 

 The first election to the Bhawanipatna Municipality was held in 1951. 

There were eleven Municipal Councillors elected from nine different wards 

into which the Municipal area had been divided. The first Council took 

charge of the Municipality on the 14
th
 July, 1951. 

The general elections of Councillors were conducted during the years 

1951, 1958, 1963, 1969, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1989, 1992, 1998, 2003, 2008 

and 2013. The number of elected Councillors was eleven in each of the first 

three elections and was increased to 15 and 16 in the last two elections 

respectively. In the last election held on 23.11.2013 the Municipality was 

divided into 20 wards. At present the total area of this Municipality is about 

20.67 square kilometres. The population is about 69,045 according to 

2011Census. Out of the 20 wards of the Municipality 06 seats are reserved 

for OBC, 03 seats for Scheduled Caste and one for Scheduled Tribe 

candidates. Rest are un-reserved. 

The financial resources of the local body are mainly derived from (1) 

Taxes on holdings,(2) Trade Licence fees, (3) Market fees, (4) Services Tax, 

(5) Rent on plots and houses/ Commercial shops, (6) Government grants-in-

aid. The collection of Tax, rent and others for the Year 2014-15 is 

64,01,549/-.  

Piped water is being supplied to the town from Sagada river since 

1975. Previously piped water was being supplied from at emporary intake at 

Pipal Nalla through a pressure filter and through 24 hydrants. At present 

water is supplied through 180 stand posts and 590 tube wells.  There are 

2752 street light points, 08 high mast and 27 mini high mast lights all over 

the town. The Municipality also maintains two parks. About 135.17 

kilometres of pucca drains are in serviceable condition and 312.48 

kilometres of municipal roads have been constructed which include BT, CC 

Road, Metal Road, un-metalled road and earthen road.  The local body runs 

two markets, one daily market and another bi-weekly market within the 

municipal area. At present the total staff employed by this Municipality is 

109. The staff engaged to look to the public health and sanitation are one 

sanitary Inspector and one disinfector.  03 Nos. of ―SULAV SOUCHALAYA‖ 

are constructed by the Municipality, Bhawanipatna and are located at 

Ghodaghat Chowk, Hospital complex and near Government Bus stand.  

Kesinga NAC 

The Notified Area Council of Kesinga was constituted on the 2
nd

 June, 

1965. It has an area of 14.26 square kilometres (5 1/2 square miles) and a 
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population of 8,536 according to 1971 Census. The local body has 11 wards 

out of which two are reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes. Two wards are double-seated. Elections of this Notified Area Council 

from 11 wards were conducted during 1969 and 1973 and the number of 

elected councillors was 13 in each election. 

At present there are 12 wards, 42111 household and 19256 population, 

the sex ratio is 954, literacy rate is 77.12% (Male-85.01% and Female-

68.89%) as per 2011 census. 

The local body derives its income from holding tax, latrine tax, lighting 

tax, lease of properties, licence, weekly market, cattle pound, octroi tax and 

Government grants and loans. The income has been increasing steadily 

since 2009-10. 

 

Table-XI-17  Incomeof Junagarh NAC (in lakhs) 

 

Sl. No. Year Income 

01 2004-05                      52.52 

02 2005-06  47.268 

03 2006-07 91.155 

04 2007-08    108.532 

05 2008-09                    121.45 

06 2009-10           12,34,697.00 

07 2010-11          14,70,200.00 

08 2011-12          26,74,111.00 

09 2012-13         30,01.459.00 

10 2013-14      1,23,53,979.00 

11 2014-15       72,86,918.00 

 

The statement given below shows the Year-wise income and 

expenditure of  NAC, Kesinga from 1970-71 to 1974-75. 

 

Table-XI- 18 Year-wise income and expenditure of the NAC, Kesinga 

(1970-71 to 1974-75) 
 

Year 

 

Income (Fees and 

taxes) 

 

 

Government 

grants 

 

Total 

 

Expenditure 

1970-71        1,20,437.13  54,650.00 1,75,087.13 1,82,513.67 

1971-72         1,82,011.19 52,353.00 2,34,364.19 2,08,579.18 

1972-73         1,09,109.36 67,848.00 1,76,957.36 2,72,425.38 

1973-74        1,15,425.93 83,111.00 1,98,536.93 1,65,384.00 

1974-75        1,39,033.07 59,320.00 1,98,353.00 1,91,200.00 

In 1966-67 the income and expenditure of Kesinga Notified Area 

Council including Government grants was Rs. 34,208.48 and Rs. 14,374.02 



347 
 

respectively and in 1974-75 the corresponding figures were Rs. 96,819.08 

and Rs. 51,783.40. 

Street light is provided through 1135 poles, 5 high mast lights and 63 

mini high mast lights. The local body has given 1108 street light points. The 

sanctioned staff strength of the local body is 57. During 2014-15 the position 

of road is CC road-43239.05 mtrs., Bitumen road in mtr-588.0, Metal road in 

mtr.-918.3, Un-metalleed road in mtr.-3799.22, Earthen road in mtr.-

22785.15, Drain in mtr.- 27014.7, Guard Wall in mtr.-272.0,  Culvert/Bridge-

16.3 mtrs,(No-3). 

Water Supply Scheme: The Water supply system is maintained by the 

P.H. Department. 

Source of Drinking Water supply River Tel through 

Piped water   

 Supply/hand pump 

tube well 

No. of public stand post  160  

No. of House connection  434  

No. of tube well  187  

No. of open well  18  

No. of tanks  15  

One overhead tank   75000 

Gallon capacity 

One overhead tank (Addl. Water Supply)  1 Lakh 

Gallon capacity 

Water supply per capita per day  60 litres 

Requirement  1.60 

MLDMillion 

Liters/Day 

Present supply  0.98 MLD 

Tube well supply  0.70 MLD 

Transport/ Communication: Kesinga is the major rail head in Kalahandi 

District. It is considered as the gateway of Kalahandi. NH 26 passes through 

Kesinga NAC. A new Bus-Stand has been constructed by Kesinga NAC and 

transport facility of Kesinga town is satisfactory. 

Educational Institution: Educational institution existing in Kesinga NAC 

are Primary-16, High schools-04, College - 01.  

The Notified Area Council has framed one bye-law, viz., the Octroi bye-

law which has been approved by the Government. 
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Junagarh NAC 

 This organization was established on the 15
th
 January, 1970 by Urban 

Development Department Notification No. 24853, dated the 31
st
 December, 

1969. It covers an area of 12.95 square kilometres (5 square miles). The 

population was 7,876 according to 1971 Census and according to 2011 

census it is 19,656. The first election of councillors for 9 wards was held in 

April 1971. Out of the 9 wards two were double seated. Two seats were kept 

reserved for candidates from the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes. There is a Council consisting of 11 members for the management of 

the local body. The election was held on the 25
th
 February, 1976. The whole 

area of this Notified Area Council is divided into 11 wards. Two wards are 

double seated and two are reserved seats, one for the Scheduled Castes 

and the other for the Scheduled Tribes. The number of councillors increased 

to 13 who are elected from 11 wards.  The present council is functioning 

from 04-12-2013 with 12 Councillors, out of which 2 are reserved for SC, 

one for ST and 4 for OBC. In the present council 07 councillors are women. 

Besides Government grants and loans, the Council derives its income 

from holding tax, light tax, latrine tax, octroi duty, licence fees under Section 

290 and 295, and lease amount from Notified Area Council properties (Table 

XI-6).  

Table-XI- 19  Income and Expenditure of NAC, Junagarh from 1970-71 

to 1974-75 

 
Year Income (Fees 

and taxes) 

Government 

grants 

Total Expenditure 

1970-71       24,095.87 23,964.00 48,059.87 21,652.45 

1971-72        20,531.36 33,967.10 54,498.46 28,785.25 

1972-73        47,333.78 1,44,935.64 1,92,269.42 1,81,303.83 

1973-74        85,139.61 47,129.25 1,32,268.86 1,61,098.39 

1974-75        92,965.66 42,830.00 1,35,795.66 1,95,028.14 

 

During 1970-71 the income derived by the Junagarh Notified Area 

Council from fees and taxes was Rs. 24,095.87 and in 1974-75, besides 

Government grants and loans of Rs. 42,830.00, its income increased to Rs. 

92,965.66. 

Piped water-supply scheme was implemented at Junagarh prior to the 

formation of the Notified Area Council. The local body had provided 147 

street light points and 43 water taps in the town. It is maintaining 25.30 

kilometres of roads. Besides, 7,512 feet length of drains are being 

maintained by it. This local body spent Rs. 13,889.00 in maintaining roads 

within its area during the years 1970-71 to 1972-73. The affairs of the local 

body are managed by a staff consisting of 33 members which include the 
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conservancy staff of 12 sweepers, 1 sweeper Zamadar and 1 bull attendant. 

As regards public health and sanitation of the town, at present the 

maintenance work is looked after by the working staff of the Public Health 

Department. 

A set of bye-laws, such as, Octroi bye-law, Slaughter house bye-law 

and Hotel bye-law have been approved by the Council and submitted to the 

Government for approval.  

Dharamgarh NAC 

The NAC was constituted on 19.07.2015 vide Housing and Urban 

Development Department Notification No. 14506/HUD, Dated 19.07.2015 

having 14 wards with a total population of 16,585. Out of the 14 wards, 1 is 

reserved for ST, 2 for SC, 4 for OBC and rest are unreserved.  

As mentioned earlier, the councillors of the Bhawanipatna Municipality 

and the Khariar Road, Kesinga, Khariar and Junagarh Notified Area Council 

are elected every four years in accordance with Section 41 (1) of the Orissa 

Municipal Act, 1950, read with Section 12(1) thereof. The election of 

councillors to the Municipalities and the Notified Area Council were 

suspended as per the provisions laid down in the Orissa Local Body 

(Suspension of Election) Act, 1962. In the beginning of 1963, the said Act 

was repealed and Government in Health (Local Self-Government) 

Department Letter No. 5012-13/L.S.G., dated the 8
th
 May, 1963decided to 

hold the pending elections of the Municipalities and the Notified Area 

Council. 

The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of these local bodies in the 

district were elected by their respective councillors from among themselves. 

The Councils discharge the duties as provided under the Orissa Municipality 

Act, 1950, with regard to finance, public health, public works, education and 

any other special subject relating to the purpose of the Act. There are 

Executive Officers appointed by the State Government in these local bodies 

to carry out day to day administration. 

Town Planning Development 

There are four statutory towns Bhawanipatna, Kesinga, Junagarh and 

Dharmagarh. To develop the infrastructure in these towns a Masterr Plan for  

Bhawanipatna and Kesinga has been prepared already by the Town 

Planning Organisation, Odisha. Planning of other towns, Junagarh and 

newly formed Dharamgarh NAC has been taken up. 

Keeping in mind the overall improvement in living conditions and to 

cater to the urban facilities to the people both in quantitative and qualitative 

aspects,  the ‗Master Plan‘ for Bhawanipatna and Kesinga envisaging the 

land use planning and  reflecting the different  functional uses of land is 
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published under section 32 of the OTP and IT Act–1956. Goverment in 

Housingand Urban Development Department, Odisha, Bhubaneswar has 

been pleased to redesign the Master Plan of Bhawanipatna during 2015 

using Remote Sensing and G.I.S. Technology. The new redesigned Master 

Plan will no doubt become a tool to bridge the gap in terms of facilities and 

infrastructure required for the urban center for future. 

Bhawanipatna Master Plan Area 

Bhawanipatna Master Plan area comprises Bhawanipatna Municipal 

area and 2 (two) other rural adjoining villages covering 6262.78 Acres. Out 

of above area the Municipal and Rural area account for 3728.22 acres 

and2534.56 acres respectively. The details can be seen from the Table-XI-8. 

Table-XI-20 Village Schedule and Area of Bhawanipatna Master Plan 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of  Revenue Village Thana 
No. 

Area in 
Acres 

Name of 
Municipality/ 

Gram Panchayat 

Population-
2011 

1 BhawanipatnaNazul 326 865.12 Bhawanipatna 
Municipality 

 
 

69,045 2 Bhawanipatna 152 1307.58 -DO 
3 Arkabahali 151 422.15 -DO- 
4 Purunapada 144 593.33 -DO- 
5 Sitabordi 164 285.84 -Do- 
6 Naktigura 150 254.20  

 
Total Municipal Area 

 

3728.22 69045 

7 Bhangabari 71 760.48 Risigaon G.P. 1083 
8 ParamanandaPur 165 1774.08 Medinpur G.P. 3660 

Total Rural Area 2534.56 4743 
Total Master Plan Area 6262.78 73788 

 

Source- Census of India-2011 

Population 

The total population of master plan area as per 2011 census is 73788 

persons,  out of which 69045 persons representing 93.58 % belong to 

Municipal Area  and 4743 persons constituting 6.42% of total population are 

from Rural Area.The detail Zone wise populations with their growth is 

depicted in Table-XI-8 for 2001-2011 

Table-XI-21 Population of Bhawanipatna Master Plan Area 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of zone with 
Mouza 

Population-2001 Population-2011 Percentage 
of Growth Male Female Total Male Female Total 

1 Bhawanipatna 
Municipal Area 

31638 29149 60787 35506 33539 69045 +13.59 

2 Bhangabari   476   470   946   524   559 1083 +14.48 
3 Paramanandapur 1325 1185 2510 1957 1703 3660 +45.82 
 Total Rural 1801 1655 3456 2481 2262 4743 +37.24 
 Total Master Plan 33439 30804 54243 37937 35801 73788 +36.03 

Source- Census of India, 2011 
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Kesinga Master Plan Area 

Kesinga Master Plan Area  over which the OTP and IT Act has been 

extended comprises the geographical area of Kesinga N.A.C and 4 (four) 

adjoining villages covering 5270.046 Acres out of which the N.A.C. Area is 

3866.386 acres and rural area accounts for 1403.66 acres. The detail 

schedule of mouzas of Kesinag Master Plan Area with geographical 

boundaries are given in Table-XI-9. 

 

Table XI-22 Schedule of Mouzas of Kesinga Master Plan Area 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of Mouza Thana No. N.A.C./G.P. Area in Acre 

A Urban Zone 
1 Kesinga 39 N.A.C Kesinga 1300.810 
2 Kesinga Nazul 125  N.A.C. 235.448 
3 Budha Dangar  N.A.C. 126.420 
4 Boringpadar 89 N.A.C 1033.598 
5 Bogad 38 N.A.C. 1170.110 

Total 3866.386      
B Rural Zone 

6 DumerMunda 41 Laitara G.P 821.510 
7 DumerMunda 

Danger 
      -do- 136.670 

8 MasaniMunda 40       -do- 368.490 
9 MasaniMunda 39/127       -do- 76.990 

Total 1403.66 
Total Master Plan 5270.046 

The Master Plan area of Kesinga is 21685 persons as per 2011census, 

out of which   19239 persons constituting 88.72 % NAC area and 2446 

persons constituting 11.28 % of the total population belong to rural zone. 

The population growth of Kesinga Master Plan area from 1971 to 2011 

shows that the decadel growth(30.4 to 13.7) is falling in the urban area 

whereas it shows an increase(15.9 to 46.2) in the rural areas. 

Junagarh Master Plan Area 

The proposal for extension of OTP and IT Act 1956 over Junagarh 

Town has been initiated. This town covers 15.54 sq. kms. area 

accommodating 15,759 persons in 2001(M-8036; F-7723) and 19,656 

persons(M-9835; F-9821) in 2011. It is satisfying to note that the MF has 

incresed from 1.04 to 1.001 during the period 2001-11. 

Dharamgarh Master Plan Area 

Dharmagarh Town comprises three revenue villages namely 

Dharmagarh, Kasibahal and Kebdi. The population change during 2001-11 

is from 6306 to 9842(56%), 4004 to 4128 (3.1%) and 3512 to 1940 (- 44%) 

respectively. It obviously means that many people have migrtated from 

Kasibahal and Kebdi to Dharamgarh during this period. 
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Local-Self Government and Gender 

The women representation in the Municipality and NACs has increased 

during the period 1997 to 2013 due to reservation policy of the Government 

and interest taken by women.  Bhawanipatna Municipality had one in 1997, 

which has increased to 10 in 2013. Similarly, in NAC Kesinga the women 

representation has increased from 4 seats in 1997 to 7 in 2013, whereas, in 

Junagarh NAC from 4 seats in 2003 a quantum jump to 7 in the 2013 

election is noticed. This scenario indicates that gradually more and more 

women are getting interested in the local self- government election and 

different parties are also inclined to put more women candidates in the fray. 

Similarly, the 1
st
 election in the newly constituted Dharamgarh NAC was held 

in 2015. In this election out of 14 wards, 7 councillors are women.    
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CHAPTER-XII 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE  

Historical Background  

 History of education in the district dates back to the year 1860, when 4 

Primary schools were opened in the ex-State of Kalahandi during the rule of 

Fatenarayan Deo when the ex-State was under the administrative control of 

the Central Provinces. Prior to this, the indigenous system prevalent was the 

village schools called chatasalis, usually controlled and managed by the 

village headman. The type of education imparted in these institutions was 

ordinarily reading, writing and simple arithmetic. The number of Primary 

schools in Kalahandi rose to 15 during the time of Udit Pratap Deo who ruled 

the princely state of Kalahandi from 1853 to 1881 A. D.  

Beginning of Western Education 

Western education had its humble beginning in the ex-State of 

Kalahandi during the reign of Udit Pratap Deo, the then ruler of the ex-State, 

when one Middle English school was established in 1871 at Bhawanipatna. 

In his book 'Feudatory States of Orissa', Cobden-Ramsay mentions, 

―towards the end of the first decade of the present century, education was in 

charge of a State Deputy Inspector of Schools all the officers of the ex-State 

regularly inspected and visited the schools. The villagers themselves 

constructed and repaired the schools in the rural areas‖. The number of 

primary schools increased to 15 by the end of 1881. One Middle English 

school was established in 1871. In 1907-08 there were 58 schools in the ex-

State of which 10 were private institutions. These included one Middle 

English school at Bhawanipatna, one Upper Primary Boys' school, 49 Lower 

Primary schools including one girls' school and one separate school for 

lower caste children and 6 elementary schools (Pathasalas). There was a 

hostel attached to the Middle English school. The number of pupils on the 

rolls during the session was 4,860 of which 393 were girls and the ex-State 

spent about Rs. 10,000 a year on education. The ex-State enjoyed the 

services of the Agency Inspector of Schools to look after school 

administration.  

With the gradual improvement in the spread of education in the district, 

the number of schools increased to 74 by 1914-15 with one Middle English 

School, 20 Upper Primary boys school, one Upper Primary girls school, 47 

Lower Primary boys school, three Lower Primary girls school, one Teacher‘s 

Training School, one Sanskrit Tol. Out of this, 49 (including the Middle 

English school) were maintained by the ex-State, 22 by the Zamindars, 2 

were elementary schools or Pathasalas receiving grants-in-aid from the ex-

State. The Sanskrit Tol was maintained entirely by private subscription. The 
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total number of pupils on rolls during the year was 7,598, including 1,185 

girls. There was one school for every 29 villages and the percentage of male 

pupils to the total population of children of school-going age was 20.5. The 

total expenditure on education during the year 1914-15 was 15,137 rupees 

9ana 10paisa.  (Rs.15,137.61). 

Towards 1922-23, the spread of education in the ex-State improved 

fairly. The number of girl students was very encouraging in the ex-State of 

Kalahandi and Patna while compared to other ex-States. This was due to the 

system of compulsion prevalent in these two ex-States. In these ex-States it 

seemed very difficult to persuade people to send their girls to school. An 

important feature of the educational system in the ex-State during 1922-23 

was that it developed on the lines laid down by the Central Provinces while 

the ex state was under it.  In the ex-State there were 36 Upper Primary 

schools and 31 Lower Primary schools. Each school served the need of four 

or five villages in their vicinity. Owing to the system of compulsion in force, 

practically all the school-going children of these villages were attending 

school. During 1922-23 the total number of schools in the ex-State rose to 

82, the break up being 1 High English school, 2 Middle Vernacular schools, 

36 Upper Primary Boys' schools, 31 Lower Primary Boys' schools, 1 Upper 

Primacy Girls' school, 6 Lower Primary Girls' schools, 3 schools for students 

belonging to lower strata of the society, 1 Guru (Teacher) Training school 

and 1 Sanskrit Tol. Total number of pupils on the roll during the year was 

8,068 (6,774 boys and 1,294 girls). The percentage of school-going 

population for boys was 21.7 and for girls it was 4. Total expenditure 

incurred on education during the year was Rs. 36,882.  

Towards the end of the twenties of the last century, though the total 

number of schools came down to 78, the total number of pupils increased to 

8,350 of whom 7,163 were boys and 1,187 girls. The number of schools can 

be categorized as 1 High English school, 1 Middle English school, 1 Middle 

Vernacular school, 35 Upper Primary Boys' schools, 33 Lower Primary Boys' 

schools, 1 Upper Primary Girls' school, 2 Lower Primary Girls' schools, 1 

school for low caste children, and 1 Sanskrit Tol. The percentage of school 

going population for boys and girls during 1929-30 was 23.26 and 3.75 

respectively. Thus it is seen that towards the end of this decade, though the 

percentage of school-going population increased, that of the girls decreased 

slightly while compared to the earlier part of this decade. Total amount spent 

on education in 1929-30 was Rs.40,768.  

Towards the mid-thirties of the 20
th
 century there had been gradual 

development and steady progress in education in the ex-State. The primary 

schools were placed on sound basis and proper attention was paid to 

efficient teaching in primary schools. The Ruling Chief, the Dewan and other 

executive officers of the ex-State were visiting the schools at regular 
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intervals and looked to their needs. The then Ruling Chief took personal 

interest in the education of the girls and the aboriginal and the low caste 

children. They were given free education. There was no change in the 

numerical strength of the schools and it remained at 78. In 1935-36 the total 

number of pupils attending these schools was 8,481 of whom 7,240 were 

boys and 1,241 girls. The percentage of boys and girls receiving education 

during the year was 19.1 and 3.2 respectively. The average daily attendance 

in all these schools was 6,369. The total expenditure on education during the 

year was Rs. 38,132.00. Out of this a sum of Rs.31,598.51 (Rs.31598-8-3) 

was spent by the ex-State and the rest by its Zamindaris which maintained 

the schools in their respective areas.  

 In 1974-75 there were 1771 Primary Schools, 6 Junior Basic Schools, 

and 71 Sevashrams. Of the 71 sevashrams, 3 were residential schools. 

Besides there were 163 middle English Schoolsand 5 Ashram Schools of 

Middle English School standard. There were43 High Schools and 2 Ashram 

schools of High English school standard. In these schools 73720 boys and 

32377 girls were enrolled of which 30584 boys and 14624 girls belong to 

Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes. There were 3565 male and 59 

female teachers of which 2014 male and 29 female teachers were trained.  

The information as per 2005 to 2010-11, an upward trend for primary, 

middle, secondary education along with college and other educational 

institutions have shown an improvement over the previous time period. 

The first High school was established in 1916 and was named as 

Higher English School. Subsequently the name changed to Braja Mohan 

High School. The 

ruler invited eminent 

academicians like 

Kedarnath 

Mahapatra, Mayadhar 

Mansingh, Rajkishore 

Roy and others for 

appointment as 

teachers in the 

school. The first 

Headmaster was 

Dharmanand Tripathy (1916-24) followed by Basudev Mahanty (1924-45). 

Late Tripathy became the SDO, Dharamgarh after independence. The 

present building, however, was constructed in 1936. There was a High 

school at Khariar named as Raja Artatrana Deo High School established in 

1943. The third High school came into existence by private enterprise at 

Junagarh in 1950.  
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The ex-State of Kalahandi was very backward during the princely rule 

so far its literacy was concerned. According to the Census of 1951, the 

percentage of literates worked out to 6.3 of the total population, composed of 

5.8 for males and 0.5 for females.  

Literacy 

The percentage of literacy increased to 11.1 in 1961. This percentage 

comprising 9.7% males and 1.4% females was much lower than the State 

average which stood at 17.4 per cent for males and 4.3 per cent for females. 

Thus during the decade there had been an improvement to the extent of 4.8 

per cent so far as literacy in the district is concerned. According to the 

Census of 1971, the percentage of literacy of the district was 13.9 as against 

the state average of 26.2. Among males it was 23.2 per cent and among 

females it was 4.6 per cent as against the state average of 38.3 per cent and 

13.9 per cent respectively. It can be inferred from the above figures that the 

percentage of literacy in the district was less than the State average. It lags 

far behind in education while compared to many of the districts of the State. 

However, education is making steady progress in the district. There has 

been an improvement to the extent of 2.8 per cent during the decade, 1961-

71. 

In the subsequent decades the literacy percentage increased more 

rapidly. The Sarba Sikhya Abhijan (Total literacy campaign) of 1990s 

augmented the process of literacy drive in the district. In 2011, the literacy 

percentage of the district stood at 59.22 percent against the state average of 

72.87percent. Between 2001 to 2011 there is a jump of more than 14% in 

the literacy rate (2001 literacy was 45.94%) which was above the state 

growth rate.   

Literacy after Independence 

It is only after Independence that the number of literates increased 

considerably. In the Census of 1951, 54,144 persons composed of 49,635 

males and 4,509 females were found to be literate. According to the Census 

of 1961, the number of literates rose to 1,11,622 with 97,784 males and 

13,838 females and 88.9 per cent of the total population were counted as 

illiterate. Among the literates 9.1 percent belonged to the category of 

literates without any educational standard, and the remaining 2 percent were 

primary or junior basic trained or had higher educational standard. 

Matriculates and persons with higher qualification numbered only 1,784, 

constituting 0.2 per cent of the total population of the district. In the Census 

of 1961 anyone who could simply read and write was considered to be 

literate. The data of 2001 census shows that the total number of literates 

was 513,383 (M 349,473, F 163,910) with 45.84 % of the population(Without 

any level-4.15, Below primary-33.93,  Primary-13.22, Middle-13.22, Matric / 
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HSC/ diploma- 14.77, Graduate and above- 3.49%). Source- Causes of 

India 2001.  

The table XII-1 shows the number of literates in the rural and urban 

areas according to the Census of 2011. It can be seen that the percentage 

of total literacy has increased to 59.22% during the decade. 

Table-XII- 1 Number of Literates (2011) 

Total Rural Urban 

M F Total M female 
8,02,036 484,177 317,859 88,274 48,847 39,427 
59.22% 71.90% 46.70% 72.36% 78.21% 66.23% 

According to the Census of 1971, 161,223 persons (134,277 males and 

26,946 females) were found to be literate in the district of whom 139,521 

(119,290 males and 20,231 females) belonged to the rural areas and 21,702 

(14,987 males and 6,715 females) belonged to the urban areas. Subdivision 

wise, Bhawanipatna topped the list in the number of literates which was 

62,350 (50,706 males and 11,644 females) followed by Dharamgarh with 

48,346 males and 8,390 females. The corresponding figure in 2001 and 

2011 census are much encouraging. The data of 2001 census shows that 

the total number of literates was  513,383(M 349,473 , F 163,910) with 45.84 

% of the population(Without any level-4.15, Below primary-33.93,  Primary-

13.22, Middle-13.22, Matric / HSC/ diploma- 14.77, Graduate and above- 

3.49%). Source- Causes of India 2001. In 2011, 8,02,036 were literate 

(4,84,177 male and 317,859females). Between 2001 and 2011 the female 

literacy increased from 29.28% to 46.70%, which is an increase of more than 

17% or a bulk of 1, 50,000 women became literate during 2001-2011. It can 

be seen from the table that the urban and rural literacy is almost same for 

male but the female literacy in rural area is very much lower compared to 

urban female literacy. 

The number of persons at different educational level is few in 1961, 

which increased rapidly in 1971 and in subsequent years. 

Women Education 

Spread of education did not make much headway in the ex-State of 

Kalahandi during the princely rule. At the beginning of the last century there 

was a single school i.e., a Lower Primary school specially meant for girls, in 

the whole of the ex-State. During 1907-08, when the total number of pupils 

in the ex-state was 4,860, girls numbered 393 only. But when compared with 

other ex-States of Odisha, female education in this ex-State had made 

laudable progress during the year 1914-15. The ex-State of Kalahandi was 

placed in the second position among the princely states of Odisha, the first 

being the ex-State of Patna, as regards the number of girls attending 
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schools. During this year 1,185 girls of the ex-State were receiving 

education. This was a very remarkable increase since seven years back the 

number was 393 only. There were 4 special schools for girls. The ex-State 

paid more attention to the promotion of female education and more of female 

teachers were appointed in rural schools. The Pundits in the schools in the 

interior were gradually replaced by female teachers. All the 4 girl‘s schools 

had properly qualified and trained mistresses. Though the number of 

educational institutions for girls remained at 4, there was a slight increase in 

the number of girls attending schools during the year 1927-28 and the figure 

stood at 1,210. The percentage of school-going population for girls during 

the year was 3.83 only.  

Towards 1935-36, it is seen that the Lower Primary schools for girls' 

came down to 2 and the one Upper Primary Girls' school remained un-

changed. The percentage of school-going population for girls also decreased 

to 3.2. However, the number of girls attending schools had gone up to 1,241. 

With the dawn of Independence much emphasis was laid on the spread 

of female education and additional facilities were given to the girl students. 

School mothers were appointed to look after the girls in the schools. To 

attract more girls to schools, there was provision for free supply of dress to 

the girls for regular attendance. This apart, women teachers were appointed 

in the schools through sympathetic selection method. The girl students were 

exempted from school fees up to class VII, and at the High School stage half 

the fee was charged only from those whose guardians paid income-tax or 

agricultural income-tax. According to the Census of 1961 there were 6 

Primary schools and 2 Middle English schools in the district by the end of 

1960-61 exclusively meant for girls. During 1955-56 the figure stood at 4 and 

1, respectively. During 1959-60 there was one High English school for girls 

at Bhawanipatna. 

In 1966-67, the district had 2 High English schools, 7 Middle English 

schools and 6 Primary schools for the education of girls. A number of 310 

girl students were imparted education in High schools, 718 in Middle English 

schools and 18,604 in Primary schools. Within next six years women 

education made satisfactory progress in the district. In 1972-73 the district 

had 24,336 girl students in Primary schools, 1,044 in Sevashrams, 118 in 

Junior Basic schools, 838 in Middle English schools, 76 in Ashram and the 

Kanyashram schools, 1,077 in High English schools and 55 in the College. 

There were4 High English schools, 1 Middle English school, 1 Kanyashram 

and 5 Primary schools exclusively meant for the education of girls. 

In recent years the number of girl students in different educational 

institutions in the district has increased considerably. In 1975 the district had 

5 Primary schools, 1 Middle English school and 4 High English schools 
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exclusively meant for girls. All these institutions are managed by the 

Government. Besides, there is facility for co-education in the educational 

institutions in the district. In 1975 the number of girl students studying in 

Primary schools, Middle English schools, High schools and College in the 

district were 31,630;789; 1,033 and 91, respectively. 

Between 1975 and 2014-15 there has been sea-change in the 

education scenario of the district, Number of schools have increased and 

have spread evenly throughout the district. At present there are 1629 

primary schools, 803 middle schools and 336 secondary schools. The 

nomenclature of middle school has however changed and is known as upper 

primary (UP) school teaching up to Class-VIII. Out of the 2768 schools of 

various grades, 2482 are managed by the Government in the School and 

Mass Education Dept. Besides these (2768) schools, there are 42 schools 

run of SC and ST Development Dept (SSD) known as SSD schools or 

Ashram Schools. Out of which 10 are boys High schools, 07 are Girls High 

School and 25 are Co-education schools. Further there is 01(one) school 

funded and managed by the W & CD Department i.e. Blind Deaf and Dumb 

School at Bhawanipatna. 

Enrollments in schools have gone up nearly ten times during the last 

thirty years. In 2014-15 the enrollment of student in secondary level alone 

has reached 1,00,141 with 52,474 boys and 47,667 girls In the primary level 

the enrollment stands at 1,12.734 with 57193 boys and 55,541 girls (2011-

12). 

Women education in terms of number of schools and colleges, 

(exclusively for women) and enrollment has gone up significantly. There are 

six colleges exclusively for women. Four of them teach at +2 level, one at +3 

level and one is a composite college with both +2 and +3 teaching facilities. 

Besides this all other colleges are also co-education colleges where girls are 

also admitted. 

Education among Backward Class and Tribes 

There was not much progress in the spread of education among the 

backward classes and tribes in the ex-State of Kalahandi in the pre-merger 

period. In the year 1907-08, only one school was there in the ex-State 

specially meant for the education of these people. The total number of low-

caste and aboriginal children attending schools during 1914-15 was 1,151 

(including 183 girls) and 1,395 (including 157 girls) respectively. Towards 

1935-36 a number of 2,475 low-caste and aboriginal students were 

attending schools in the ex-State. The ex-State maintained two schools for 

the low-caste children during the year. Besides, the children of this section 

were also allowed to prosecute their studies in other schools.  
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Thus it is seen that the pre-Independence period depicts a sorry picture 

of the spread of education among the backward class people in the district. 

The hilly areas of the district with no adequate means of communication as 

well as the apathetic attitude of the Scheduled Tribes, the Scheduled Castes 

and the other backward class people towards education were chiefly 

responsible for this. The post-Independence period ushered in new promises 

to these down-trodden people. Special schools, such as Sevashrams and 

Ashram schools were opened in the areas predominantly inhabited by the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes people. Sevashrams which are 

of Primary school standard and Ashram schools which are of Middle English 

school standard provide free education to the Scheduled Castes and the 

Scheduled Tribes children. Study materials like books, slates, pencils, etc. 

are supplied free of cost at primary stage. For education in other institutions 

stipend and lumpsum grants are given to the students belonging to the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. Elementary training in the 

crafts like spinning, gardening and handicrafts are imparted to the students 

in the Sevashrams along with general education. Ashram schools are 

residential institutions and are now of High School standard. Ashram 

Schools specially meant for girls are known as Kanyashrams. Besides 

general education, these institutions provide training facilities in crafts such 

as weaving, tailoring, carpentry, smithy, agriculture, poultry, cattle, rearing 

and breeding, bee-keeping, etc. According to the Census of 1961 the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes accounted for 18.9 percent and 

32.2 percent of the total population of the district respectively. The 

percentage of literacy among the Scheduled Castes was 7.2. Among males 

it was 6.7 percent and among females it was 0.5. The percentage of literacy 

among the Scheduled Tribes was 5.7 percent, the break up being 5.4 

percent for males and 0.3 percent for females. Thus it is seen that the 

Scheduled Castes had a higher standard of literacy than the Scheduled 

Tribes. During 1961, total number of Sevashrams and Ashram schools stood 

at 78. A special school of this type, whether a Sevashram or an Ashram 

school, served 6,739 population of the district on the average. A 

Kanyashram was started at Junagarh during the year 1961-62. In the year 

1971-72 the district had 3 Ashram schools, 1 Kanyashram and 68 

Sevashrams for the education of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes students. 

Spread of education among the backward class people has made 

much headway in recent years. The number of backward class students in 

the educational institutions has increased appreciably. The strength of the 

SC / ST students for Bhawanipatna (268 and 557 in1971-72 , 520 and 545 in 

74-75 for SC and ST respectively) was very small compared to Dharamgarh. 

The strength of SC students increased two fold for Bhawanipatna whereas it 

remained almost same for Dharamgarh (6024 and 5108 in 1971-72, 6552 

and 9310 in 74-75 for SC and ST respectively). The strength of ST students 
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did not increase much for Bhawanipatna but it increased by 1.5 times for 

Dharamgarh during the same period. 

Until 1975 there were 4 High English schools, 3 Ashram schools, 1 

Kanyashram, 2 Residential Seveshrams, 68 Sevashrams and 18 Chatsalis 

for the education of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 

students in the district. During the year 1975-76 the number of Scheduled 

Castes and the Scheduled Tribe students studying in these High schools, 

Middle English schools and Sevashrams were 382, 557 and 2.917 

respectively. As many as 45 hostel buildings have been constructed so far in 

different High schools and Middle English schools of the district for the 

accommodation of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 

students. 

The table (XII-2) shows the number of SC and ST population and their 

literacy percentage. It can be noticed that the literacy percentage has 

increased considerably. The urban literacy continues to be more than rural 

literacy both for SC and ST population. The male literacy is always higher in 

both the sectors and for both the categories. 

Table –XII – 2 Literacy of SCandST Population (2011) 

 Populati
on 
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populati

on 

   ST 
populati

on 

     

 Total 
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% M % F % 
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7923 
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6409 
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7 
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5296 
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% 

2933 
4288 

68.4
% 

2363 
4393 

53.8
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The above table shows that the education level in term of literacy 

percentage to bulk of population has made tremendous rise over the last 

thirty years. The effort made through various projects like District Primary 

Education Project (DPEP) Sarba Sikhya Abijan (SSA), Rastriya Madhyamika 

Sikhya Abhijan, education has penetrated to most villages in interior 

Kalahandi, and have been able to spread education among the common 

people in general and the SC-ST in particular. Among the SC population 

there are 1,37,970 literates, 81,789 males and 56189 females in rural areas. 

The male literate percentage is 62.2% compared to 42.1% female. It would 

mean there is much to be done to increase the level of literary of SC women. 

However, among the ST population the literacy rate is still not 

satisfactory. It is much below the state average. Out of 2,23,892 ST female 

living in rural areas only 67,262 are literate (30.0%)which shows that large 

number of ST females are still illiterate. Even in urban areas barely 53.8 

percent are literate. 
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Educational Institutions (Schools)    

Primary Schools 

Just before the merger in 1947-48, there were 118 Primary schools in 

the ex-State of Kalahandi. The number of Primary schools rose to 259 in 

1950-51 according to the Census of 1951. During the First and the Second 

Five Year Plan periods spread of primary education was given top priority. 

The number of Primary schools went on increasing from year to year and 

towards the end of 1960-61 it stood at 916 of which 903 were recognized 

schools and the rest were unrecognized. Six of these recognized schools 

were exclusively meant for girls. In these 903 recognized Primary schools a 

total number of 46,110 students (37,016 boys and 9,094 girls) were imparted 

education by 1,367 teachers (1,356 males and 10 females). Among these 

teachers, 696 male teachers and 1 female teacher were trained. The area 

and population served by one Primary school in the district worked out to 5.5 

square miles and 1,102 persons respectively against the State average of 

2.9 square miles and 850 persons. Though the number of schools had 

increased significantly during this decade in the district while compared to 

the State average, the achievement was not very encouraging. Among the 

measures taken for the spread of primary education mention may be made 

of the enrolment drive, supply of free mid-day meals to students; grant of 

various scholarships, such as, the merit scholarship, merit-cum-poverty 

scholarship, scholarship for proficiency in arithmetic (to those who secure 90 

per cent or above of marks in arithmetic) and grant for the maintenance of 

poor boys in the hostels. In the next decade, 1970-71, the number of 

Primary schools went up to 1,403 of which 1,395 were recognized and the 

rest 8 were unrecognized. There was no change in the number of Primary 

schools exclusively meant for girls as it remained at 6. There had been a 

very significant increase in the numerical strength of the students as well as 

the teachers in these institutions during the decade.  

Secondary School    

With the spread of education in Kalahandi, number of secondary 

schools has been opened by the Government and by private initiatives. The 

School and Mass Education department has established 167 (One Sixty 

Seven) schools out of these 80 (Eighty) are upper primary with secondary 

classes, 85 (Eighty Five) are with primary, upper primary and secondary 

classes and 2 (Two) are purely secondary schools.  

Similarly, the Tribal Welfare Department, Government of Odisha has 

established 18 (Eighteen) TRW schools out of which 6 (Six) are upper 

primary with secondary classes, 1 (One) is for primary, upper primary and 

secondary class, 11 (Eleven) are primary with upper primary and High 

Schools.  
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There are also 2 (Two) secondary schools managed by the Central 

Government Out of these 1(One) is primary with upper primary and High 

School and another is upper primary with High School and Secondary 

School. Apart from these, the WCD Department, Government of Odisha has 

also 1 (One) Secondary School at Bhawanipatna with primary, upper 

primary and High School. Besides that, there are 100 (Hundred) 

Government aided schools with secondary classes in this district.  

The private recognized schools with secondary classes are 41 (Forty 

One) in numbers out of these 29 (Twenty Nine) schools have upper primary 

with Secondary, 1 (One) with secondary classes only and another 1 (One) 

with primary, upper primary, High School and Secondary. The remaining 10 

(Ten) schools are Primary with upper primary and High Schools.  

There are 7 (Seven) private unrecognized schools having secondary 

classes. Out of these 4 (Four) are with upper primary and Secondary, 1 

(One) with secondary class only, 1 (One) with primary, upper primary, High 

school and secondary class, 1 (One) is with primary, upper primary and High 

School.  

It may be summarized that, in Kalahandi district there are total numbers 

336 (Three Thirty Six) secondary schools running in different Blocks and 

ULBs to cater to the need of secondary education in the district. The 

statistical charts given below reflect the total numbers of 100141 students 

are studying in those secondary schools. Out of them, 52474 are boys and 

47667 are girls. The enrolment has increased in all kinds of schools (school 

and Mass education, TRW, WCD). The total enrolment of boys and girls is 

nearly same, the general category of students is very less whereas the 

number is perceptibly high in the order OBC > ST > SC.In two schools the 

girl student number is more than boys and the order is SC > ST > OBC >> 

Gen. In Government aided schools also the3 same picture exists i.e. OBC > 

ST > SC >> GEN. In private recognized schools however the order is OBC 

>GEN >SC ~ ST. The Central Government runs 2 schools Navodaya at 

Narla and a Central school at Bhawanipatna with an intake of 402 and 

834(2015) students respectively. The order of the number of students in 

these two schools is GEN > SC ~ST ~ OBCs.  

English Medium Schools  

By the year 2015 there are large number of English Medium Schools. 

These schools are affiliated either to CBSE or ICSE, New Delhi. The Vimla 

Convent at Bhawanipatna is the premier English Medium School established 

in the year 1976. This school is managed by the Roman Catholic Church, 

Berhampur. The school is imparting education from nursery to standard-X. 

Other English Medium Schools located at Bhawanipatna are Sashtriji 

Sikshya Niketan, Swami Vivekanad Public School, Citizen Model English 
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Medium Academy, Times Gurukul, Hi-Tech Public School, Delhi Public 

School, Satyasai Vidya Mandir, St. Xavier International School, Dibya Jyoti 

School, Stepping Stone English Medium School, Bachpan etc. Besides, 

there are many other English Medium Schools located in both urban and 

semi urban areas of the district. Some of the leading schools are 

Dronacharya School, Young Blood Public School in Kesinga, Shree 

Education Scholars Residential School in M.Rampur, Guru Gita Public 

School at Junagarh and Dharamgarh, Elnissi Mission School at Junagarh 

and Vedanta DAV International School managed by VAL at Lanjigarh, 

There are two Central Schools or Kendriya Vidyalayas, run by the 

Kendriya Vidyalaya Sanghthan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, 

Government of India. These schools are located one each at Bhawanipatna 

and Dharamgarh. The Kendriya Vidyalaya, Bhawanipatna has teaching 

facilities from Class-I to Class-XII. The school has both science and 

commerce streams at higher secondary level. Besides, the district has a 

Jawahar Navodya Vidyalay at Narla. 

University Education  

One college started at Bhawanipatna on private initiative as late as in 

1960. It catered to the need of undivided Kalahandi, as well as, adjoining 

regions like Titilagarh, Muniguda, Ambadola, Nawarangpur, Kashipur, 

Phulbani,  etc. There was no separate college for women in the district till 

1980. This college has facilities for coeducation. Number of Colleges has 

dramatically increased since 1980s. In 1980 three colleges with private 

initiative started at Dharamgarh, Kesinga and M. Rampur. Since then there 

is almost a revolution in the college education level. At present the district 

has 24 degree colleges and 50 Junior Colleges (+2 colleges). The all India 

average of colleges is 25 per one lakh population, so Kalahandi is still far 

behind this average. Besides, these general educational colleges, there are 

other colleges of professional and technical in nature. There is one 

engineering college, one medical college, one agriculture college, one B.Ed 

college, one Diploma engineering college and one Poly technic.  

The Degree Colleges established in the district are affiliated to the 

Sambalpur University and are co-education colleges. There are 24 Degree 

Colleges, out of which the Government College, Bhawanipatna is the only 

Autonomous College, the status being conferred by the Government of 

Odisha and recognized by UGC. Consequent upon which the college is 

having academic autonomy to frame its own curriculum and conduct 

examinations. However, the certificate is awarded by the Sambalpur 

University.  

Among the leading Degree Colleges, the Kesinga Mahavidyalaya, 

Kesinga, Madanpur Rampur College, M.Rampur and Panchayat College, 
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Dharamgarh started under private management in 1980s. The Kesigna 

Mahavidyalaya has both Arts and Commerce Stream. The sanctioned 

strength is 128 and 64 respectively. In these colleges Honours teaching 

facilities are available for subjects like History, Economics, Political Science, 

English and Commerce.  

The Panchayat College, Dharamgarh has both Arts (128 seats) and 

Science (96 seats) streams having teaching facilities in subject like History, 

Political Science, Economics, English, Physics, Mathematics, Botany and 

Zoology are available. The College is accredited to NAAC and has been 

awarded ‗B‘ Grade. Madanpur Rampur College has also both Arts and 

Science streams at the degree stage. The college has sanctioned strength 

of 160 seats and Honours course is available in History, Political Science 

and Odia. The science stream has sanctioned strength of 32, (16 Physical 

Science and 16 Biological Science),  

Government Autonomous College, Bhawanipatna 

The Government Autonomous College, Bhawanipatna started as 

Kalahandi Science College, in the year 1960, under private Management. It 

was taken over by the Government w.e.f the 1
st
 December 1961. This is the 

premier higher educational institution of the district under Government 

management. The College has all the three streams, i.e. Arts, Science and 

Commerce.  Honours teaching is available in almost all subjects of Arts and 

Science stream and honours is offered in Accountancy and Management in 

commerce stream. Besides, there are self financing courses in the College. 

These include under graduate courses like BBA, BCA, and Master in 

Finance and Control (MFC), Master in Journalism and Mass Communication 

(MJMC), all in PPP mode and Computer Science. There is also one 

community college sponsored by UGC is attached to this Government 

Autonomous College with 60 seats where Diploma in Hospitality and 

Destination Management is taught.  

The Government Autonomous College, Bhawanipatna is the only 

college in the district where Post-Graduate (PG) and Master in Philosophy 

(M-Phil) courses are available. PG teaching facility is available in Economic, 

History, Political Science, Geography, English and Odia and M-Phil in 

History and Odia subjects. The College has also been conferred with the 

status of College with potential of Excellence by the UGC. NAAC has graded 

this college with ‗B+‘ status inspite of tremendous shortage in staff in all 

categories. 

The college has a library with more than 63000 books in 31 subjects. 

The student‘s strength of this college is around 1900 during academic 

session of 2015-16. The sanctioned strength of teaching staffs of this 

College is 59 out of which 35 posts are lying vacant. The College has 
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engaged 30 numbers of guest faculties (2015-16 sessions) to meet the short 

fall. The college has three Hostels for boys and two Hostels for the girls. Out 

of the three boys Hostels one is exclusively meant for SC and ST students, 

as this has been constructed by the SC and ST Development Department, 

Government of Odisha. Both the girls Hostel are funded by the UGC, New 

Delhi.  

In a sprawling campus, with separate Arts, Science and Commerce 

Blocks Hostels, Library Block, Canteen, Self Financing Block, Botanical 

garden etc have been located. The college is contributing significantly 

towards the spread of higher education in the district.  The CBCS ( Choice 

based Credit System) is being introduced in colleges and Universities. In 

order to meet the shortage of staff and to provide books etc. to needy 

students, micro cards and microchips containing the syllabus, lecture notes, 

questions and answers etc. are being provided to students free of cost under 

RUSA (Rastriya Uhhatara Siksha Abhijan) scheme of Government of India. 

School / College of Teachers Education 

Institutions for teachers training in the district are few in number. There 

are two schools / Institutes that teach and prepare teacher for primary level. 

There is one DIET (District Institute of Education and Training) at 

Bhawanipatna with a sanctioned strength of 50 students per year. The 

Institute is running in full strength with an average pass out 80% annually. 

There is also a CT School at Dharmagarh. Both the Institutes take students 

from the entrance examination conducted by the Government. 

There is one College of Teacher Education (CTE) at Bhawanipatna. 

This college teaches B.Ed. Degree and is affiliated to the Sambalpur 

University. This college started in the year 1983 with public Initiative but later 

on it was taken over by the Government in the School and Mass Education 

Dept in the year 1993. Besides B.Ed course the college also impart in-

service training programme (Orientation / Refresher) for Secondary School 

Teachers. The Government has proposed to open M.Ed course from the 

session 2016-17. The Institution is well-equipped with ICT and other 

infrastructure for its up-gradation. 

Technical Education 

Three levels of technical education are available in the district. They 

are ITI / ITC (Industrial Training Institutes / Industrial Training Centre), 

Diploma in Engineering and Degree in Engineering. 

Six ITI / ITC and one Poly-Technic school are there in the district. One 

ITI and one Poly-Technic, both located at Bhawanipatna and are 

Government run Institutions.  
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ITI at Bhawanipatna started in the year 1966-67.It impart training in 10 

trades viz., electrician, fitter, turner, wireman, stenography, motor mechanic, 

diesel mechanic, tractor mechanic, welder and computer application. The 

Institute is managed by the Director Industries, Government of Odisha. It has 

both one year course and two years course. Besides this it also gives short 

courses or crash course for non-metric (HSC failed) youth. There is Hostel 

accommodation for 200 students. Since 2003 the ITI of Bhawanipatna has 

been conferred with the status of ―Centre of Excellence‖. 

The Poly-Technic school at Bhawanipatna started in the year 2014. 

The infrastructure like class room, laboratories and work-shop are still under 

construction. However, some regular staffs have been posted and the 

teaching has started mostly with the help of guest faculty. The poly Technic 

at Bhawanipatna has three branches, Such as Civil, Electrical and 

Mechanical, with sixty student strength each. The metallurgy branch likely to 

open from 2016-17 sessions, the present student strength is 197. 

Two ITCs with private initiative has started at Bhawanipatna, and one 

each at Narla, Kesinga and Dharmagarh. Out of the above four, one at 

Bhawanipatna (Manikeswari ITC) is closed because of lack of enrollment. 

TCPC-Junagarh 

Training–cum-Production Centre (TCPC) was established in 1953 at 

Junagarh. It was handed over to the TRW Department (now SSD) in the 

Year 1955 The TCPC was closed down since 1980. Now efforts are in 

process to revive the TCPC with the help of Director of Industries, Odisha. 

Kalahandi School of Engineering and Technology 

This is the only Engineering School in the district. It is approved by 

AICTE and affiliated to SCTE and VT, Government of Odisha to impart 

Diploma in Engineering. It was established in 2008 and is being managed by 

a private trust. There are 5 streams with a total intake capability of 480 

students, viz., Mechanical (120), Electrical (120), Civil (120) Computer 

science (60) and Electronics and Telecommunication (60) seats. It has its 

own campus, administrative building, Class Rooms, Workshop, Drawing 

Hall, Seminar Hall etc. The school has produced about 2000 students with 

Diploma in Engineering till now. 

Government College of Engineering, Kalahandi 

This is the only college that provides teaching facilities for the degree of 

BE / B.Tech / Bsc Eng etc. Affiliated to the Biju Pattnaik University of 

Technology, Odisha and approved by AICTE, New Delhi. The college 

started with Government initiative in the year 2009. It has 4 branches of 

Engineering, like Civil (60 seats), Electrical (60 Seats), Computer Science 

(60 Seats) and Mechanical (120 Seats). The College has also teaching 



368 
 

facilities for M.Tech in Electrical with Power System specialization and 

M.Tech in Mechanical with Thermal Engineering specialization with 18 Seats 

each. The students are selected through a common entrance test conducted 

by the Governmentby 2015 academic session. The college has developed 

its own campus, administrative Block, teaching Block, staff quarters and 

student hostels both for men and women and cafeteria-cum-shopping 

complex. 

College of Agriculture, Bhawanipatna 

The College of Agriculture at Bhawanipatna is the 3
rd 

(third) Agriculture 

College of the State established in the year 2009 under Odisha university of 

Agriculture and Technology, Bhubaneswar. The total student in-take 

capacity of the college is 48 per year. The students are selected on the basis 

of an all Odisha entrance test conducted by OUAT, Bhubaneswar, and All 

India Entrance conducted by Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 

New Delhi. During 2014-15, 43 students took admission, out of which 24 are 

male and 19 are female Students. 

There are 52 (Fifty two) post sanctioned for the college out of which 23 

are teachers and 29 are supporting staffs. Out of 23 teaching post 15 posts 

have been filled up and 8 in the cadre of Assistant Professor and Associate 

Professor are lying vacant as on Sep. 2015. Similarly out of 29 sanctioned 

post of supporting staff 20 are filled up and 9 are lying vacant. The College 

offers 4 year B.Sc (Ag) Honours course. The college has adopted semester 

system and there are total 8 semesters with both credit and non credit 

components in the courses. Semesters 7
th
 and 8

th
 are related to work 

experience and experimental learning programme respectively. 

The infrastructure available in the college is plenty. There are separate 

Hostels for boys and girls. They have their own Dispensary and Guest 

House too. A well developed library with more than 3500 books and journals 

are available in the campus.  

Health Education 

Health or Medical education is also available in the district. There is 

one ANM Training Centre and GNM Training Centre in the district. ANM and 

GNM courses are recognized by the Indian Nursing Council (INC). Both 

ANM and GNM Training center are under Government management and 

located at Bhawanipatna. Each year 40 girl students selected on merit at the 

state level take admission in each center. GNM center started in the year 

2013. It is now running in a temporary building. Its own campus has been 

built at Udit Narayanpur near Bhawanipatna. The ANM Trainings center is 

located inside the HQ (Hospital Campus) in Bhawanipatna. 
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There are two other privately managed ANM and GNM training centers 

these are Sarala Nursing Training School, Bhawanipatna and ANM Training 

Centre at Junagarh, with intake capacity of 40 students each, per year. 

Medical College 

Sardar Raja‘s Medical College, Hospital and Research Centre is the 

only Medical College in the district. This college imparts teaching for award 

of M.B.B.S degree with a sanctioned strength of 100 students and is 

affiliated to the Sambalpur University. The College is managed by the 

Selvam Educational and Charitable Trust in the public-private partnership 

mode (PPP). The Western Odisha Development Council (WODC) has 

provided Rs. 10.00 crore and Government of Odisha has provided 25 acres 

of land for construction and development of medical college campus at 

Jaring, mid-way between Bhawanipatna and Junagarh in the NH-26. 

At present the student strength of the college is only 124 (100 in 2
nd

 

year and 24 in the first year in 2015-16 sessions). The staff strength of the 

college is inadequate. Absence of teaching staff and other infrastructural 

inadequacy have resulted in the withdrawl of MCI recognition for the year 

2015-16. Hence the college is running in rough weather. There is popular 

demand among public for revival and for Government takeover of the 

institution. The number of colleges has not increased over the years, 

whereas the number of students has increased by 1.2 times during 05-06 to 

10-11. The increase in the number of students for boys is 1.19 times and 

that of girls is 1.23 times over the same4 period. 

The students of SC category are more than the ST category though the 

gap has decreased from 2.07 to 1.51.(Table XII-3) 

Table XII-3 Number of Colleges for General Education 

Year Number of Colleges Number of Lectures Number of Students 

Men Women Total Men Women Total Boys Girls Total SC ST 

2005-06 34 2 36 313 46 359 7022 3202 10224 2222 1071 

2006-07 34 2 36 314 47 361 6901 3341 10242 2262 1194 

2007-08 -- -- 35 317 47 364 8305 3747 12052 2676 1514 

2008-09 -- -- 36 321 46 367 8334 3938 12272 2986 1625 

2009-10   35 317 47 364 8305 3747 12052 2676 1514 

2010-11   36 321 46 367 8334 3938 12272 2986 1625 

 

The number of institutions for special needs is given in Table  XII-4. 

The National Skill Development Mission is establishing skill development 

centers which is an initiative to advance self confidence among the 

unprivileged youth.           
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Table XII-4  Educational Institutions for Special Needs 

Sl.No Educational Institutions Number of Institutions 

1 S.T School 1 
2 DIET 1 
3 Vocational Higher Secondary School 6 
4 Saraswati Vidya Mandir 2 
5 Saraswati Sishu Mandir 6 
6 Aurobindo Integral Schools 4 
7 Kanya Ashram 1 
8 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya 1 
9 B.Ed Training College 1 
10 Law College 1 
11 Deaf and Dumb School 1 
12 Blind School 1 
13 English Medium Public School 3 
14 Sunday Arts School 1 
15 Sanskrit Tol 1 
16 ITI  ( One Govt , one Private) 2 
17 Engineering College ( Govt) 1 
18 Agricultural OUAT 1 
19 Medical College ( PPP Mode) 1 
20 Engineering School (Pvt) 1 

 

Source-Department of Education, Kalahandi. 

Cultural and Literary Societies 

Kalahandi has rich depository of culture and literatures. It is well 

reflected in the large number of cultural institutions. Even in pre-

independence period there were many literary and cultural organizations in 

Kalahandi. Jatra, Pala, Daskhatia, dandanat, some of the well known 

institutions are as follows: 

Wheelers Club 

The club was established in 1922 under the patronage of Late 

Maharaja Pratap Keshari Deo. Many precious books were preserved in this 

Library.  Apart from this many lovers of games were taking the advantages 

of indoor games like Ganjapa, Pasa and Table Tennis, Ganjapa, Pasha. 

This club became a center of intellectual pursuit. After Independence this 

institution became defunct. 

Chandramani Natya Sangha 

It was incepted at Madanpur Rampur under the noble guidance of late 

Rajasaheb Durgamadhab Singh Deo, great theatre lover in the year 1923. 

Many historical, mythological and social plays were enacted successfully 

and earned appreciation from the audience. Many Bengali manuscripts were 

translated into Odia. 
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Krushna Chandra Club, Jayapatna 

 It is one of the oldest and reputed cultural institutions established in 
1926 at Jayapatna. Many precious books were preserved. Till date this 
institution is dedicated for the preservation and propagation of folk culture. 

Kohinoor Natya Sangha 

It was nurtured and groomed by the great theatre personality late Adal 
Khan. Particularly mythological and historical dramas were staged. This 
institution was having its own Chitralaya and women actors were taking 
active part. From 1917 to 1937 this glorious institution was actively staging 
dramas. 

Udaya Natya Sangha 

Veteran drama director and actor late Udayanath Nanda in the year 
1939 established a theatrical group, namely Udaya Natya Sangh. For quite a 
long period, this institution was active and presenting mostly historical and 
mythological plays. Late Udayanath Nanda was imparting direction to many 
nearby theatrical groups. 

Mahabir Sahitya Samiti 

Established in 1931 in Mahabir Para. Discussions, seminar, staging 
drama, and was initiating library movement in the district. Late Akhila 
Thakur, late Paramananda Behera, late Kurshnamohan Behera, late 
Gangadhar Mohapatra, late Rasbihari Chand, late Krushna Mohan Behera, 
late Dushmanta Mund were the frontline active members of this Samiti. 

Bharati Sahitya Samiti, Bhawanipatna 

It was an important literary and cultural organization of Bhawanipatna in 
the pre-independent period. It was having a good library and was popular 
among the intellectuals. Birth of this sacred institution was prior to 
Independence to discuss and debate on literary importance. 

Braja Mohan Sahitya Samiti 

This glorious institution was incepted in 1945 under the patronage of 

late Pratap Keshari Deo, the ex-Maharaja of Kalahandi with a view to 

promote healthy relations and co-operations among poets, writers and 

various literary associations for organizing literary and other cultural 

activities. It organizes autumnal cultural functions every year and invites 

prominent and eminent literary wizards to take part in literary discussions. 

Besides literary and cultural activities, it also encourages indoor and outdoor 

games.  In 1963, under the aegis of this association a Ghumura dance party 

was sent to participate in the Republic Day Celebrations in Delhi. It was 

taking interest in publishing literary works of the local authors. 
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Krupasindhu Natya Samiti, Charbahal 

 In the sweet memory of late Krupasindhu Panda, a theatrical institution 

was opened in the name of Krupasindhu Natya Samiti in 1936. The motto of 

this institution was to enact plays especially mythological, historical and 

social drama, normally in thee vacation of Dolayatra, Ramnavami and 

Nabarnna with a view to create social awareness. Thus the first play was 

―BIDHABHA BIJAYA‖, which was translated from a Bengali play. 

Vijaya Club 

For the cultivation of dramatic art the ―Bijaya Club‖ of Bhawanipatna 

was organized in 1956 under the patronage of some amateur art loving 

youths of the district.  In the year 1967 it was renamed as ―Smaraki‖. The 

institution regularly stages various dramas and one-act plays on different 

occasions. It camps at different towns and villages and stages theatrical 

performances in and outside of the district. 

Kalahandi Lekhaka Kala Parishad 

 This institution was established on the 28
th
 April, 1960.  It is one of the 

leading prestigious literary organizations in the district. The objectives of this 

Parishad are to promote cultural and literary activities in the district by 

organizing meetings, symposia and cultural programmes.  It observes 

Gangadhar Meher Jayanti, Upendra Bhanj Jayanti, etc every year.  It 

organizes drams and the Ghumura dance, the famous martial dance on 

various occasions.  The institution was publishing a quarterly magazine, 

―Sagar‖ for some years, but due to paucity of funds its publication has 

ceased.  Books like ―Kalahandi‖, a short history of the district, and the 

―Pancha Pakhudar Phula‖ a collection of poems of five poets of the district, 

have been published under the aegis of this organization. It receives 

financial aid from the Department of Culture, Government of Odisha and the 

Odisha Sahitya Academy. 

Mahabir Sanskrutik Anusthan (MSA) 

This institution was established in 1964, November 14
th
. The main role 

and goal of the institution is to uplift the gradually receding Indian Culture. 

Literary periodicals the Girijhar is being published and earned high 

appreciation in the State. This institution was running a Child Labour School 

(Dharamapada Sishu Shramika Vidyalya). It has been organizing National 

Level Tribal and folk Dance Festival, National Level Child Art Competition, 

National Integration camps, books publications, conducting various 

competitions among school and college students. This institution participated 

in ASIAD, 1982 at New Delhi with 500 Ghumura artists, at Bharat Utsav in 

USSR-1987and USSR Utsav in India-1988. 
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Manoranjan Sangeet Anusthan 

This cultural institution is dedicated for Folk Song and Folk Dance of 

Kalahandi. It participated many times in Youth Festivals and has earned high 

reputation. It has actively participated in Literacy programme and Sarva 

Sikshya Abhiyan in the District. Budding art lovers are getting benefited from 

this institution. 

District Council of Culture, Kalahandi (DCC) 

The District Council of Culture, Kalahandi was formed and registered 

on 1994 as per the guideline of Department of Culture, Government of 

Odisha. This institution was formed to foster the art and culture of the 

district. The District Council of Culture, Kalahandi organizes various cultural 

events throughout the year. Among these Kalahandi Utsav Ghumura, the 

Bhajan Samaroh during the holy Car Festival is the big events. Besides 

observing, state and national days, Jayanti, the District Council of Culture 

also patronizes various folk festivals and events organized by the different 

socio-cultural organizations of the district.    

Zilla Kala Sanskruti Sangh (ZKSS) 

Zilla Kala Sanskruti Sangh, Kalahandi a registered organization came 

into existence in 2011 with the initiative of Department of Culture, 

Government of Odisha. The prime objective of this organization is to protect, 

promote and revitalize the dying folk performing art forms vis-à-vis providing 

livelihood support to the rural folk artists and disseminating the massage of 

various Government Schemes in the grass root level. It is an umbrella 

organization of 13 Block Kala Sanskruti Sanghs (BKSS) in the district. So far 

by 2015 September 161 folk art groups with a total number of 1581 artists 

have been empanelled.     

Kalahandi Kalakar Sangh 

This cultural institution was established in the year 2006. This institution 

is dedicated for the promotion of art and culture of our district. State Level 

Drama Festival has been organized regularly. This institution has been 

working actively for theatre movement by organizing workshops. 

Brundaban Sanskrutik Anusthan, Kesinga 

This institution is affiliated to NYK, Kalahandi and Tourism and Culture, 

Government of Odisha, Odisha Sangeet Natak Academy. This institution 

was established in the year 17
th
 September, 1995, taking interest for folk 

dance and folk culture. 
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Smaraki Natya Sanstha 

Smaraki Natya Sanstha was organized by renowned dramatist Prafulla 

Kumar Rath. Many plays were staged by this organization. It produced many 

class artists of this district.   

Chetabani Salitya Sansad 

A literary and cultural society established in 1980. The society is 

dedicated for promotion of cultural and literature in the district. In its annual 

event, the society gives away state level awards to persons for their 

outstanding contribution to the field of literature. Recently the society has 

celebrated its silver jubilee. 

Yugayatri Sahitya Sansad 

Yugayatri Sahitya Sansad, Madanpur Rampur was established in the 

year 1974. To promote and propagate Odia literature and culture this 

institution was established. Cultural festivals and literary publications are 

given top priority. 

Kanaka Durga Sanskrutik Anusthan 

In the name of the deity Maa Kanak Durga of Junagarh this cultural 

institution is dedicated to folk dance, loka sahitya and symposia, conference 

of poets and writers. Ghumura dance troupes sponsored by this organization 

participated both in State and National level and earned high reputation.  

Pratibha 

 This dance and music institution was established in 2002. Due to 

sincere and dedicated efforts of the art lovers, this institution reached the 

pinnacle of success at national level. It has been frequently conducting 

seminars, workshop to highlight the folk culture of the district. The president 

of the institution Sri Dhyanananda Panda conferred with National Youth 

Award and subsequently, its Secretary Sri Chintu Prasad Naik also received 

State Youth Award.  

Sanskar Bharati  

This institution works under National patronage. The local art lovers 

take keen interest in conducting music concerts, organizing dramas, spot 

painting and rangoli workshops regularly. 

Nehru Yuva Kendra 

Under the direct guidance and patronage of MinistryofSports and Youth 

Affairs, Government of India, this institution has been working in 

Bhawanipatna. To infuse patriotism and national spirit of Integration the 

youths of the village work round the clock. 
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Nataraj Sanskrutik Parishad 

 To impart folk dance training to budding artists of the locality of 

Bhawanipatna, this cultural institution was established. Guru Sri Satyaban 

Pradhani has been smoothly managing the institution. The artists of this 

organization have been participating in various cultural festivals all over the 

state. 

Adima Natya Sanstha 

This institution has been dedicated to theatre movements in this district. 

The artists of this institution take immense pleasure to compete with other 

artists of Odisha in state theatre festivals. 

Radha Krushna Club, Mathura 

This institution got registered in 1978. It is conducting literary and 

cultural activities. 

Music, Dance and Art School 

Bharatee Sangeet Natak Anusthan Bhawanipatna 

This institution was a constituent organization of the Mahabir 

Sanskrutik Anusthan and started it humble beginning in 1971. This institution 

imparted teaching in Sitar and in other classical and instrumental music to its 

budding artists to grow in the field of song and music. The syllabus of the 

Prayag Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad was followed during 1976-77. This 

organization had the credit of organizing the First All Orissa Folk Dance and 

Song Conference in May, 1976, in which folk dances of different parts of 

Odisha were displayed. 

The Baneeshri Sangeet Anusthan, Junagarh 

This organization was established in 1977. This organization was 

teaching sitar, guitar, violin and other classical instruments. This institution 

was privately managed through the contribution of members. 

Kalahandi Sangeet Vidyalaya 

 In 1955 this music institution was established. In 1975-1976 it was 

renamed as the Kalahandi Sangeet Bidyalaya. In 1976 the institution had 

only one instructor namely Narayan Sadei who was imparting music and 

classical dance. 

Kalahandi Kala Kendra 

Started with the support of District Council of Culture, Kalahandi. This 

institution in the only recognized Odishi Dance School. It is affiliated to the 

Odisha Sangeet Natak Academy. 
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Kalaparisad Music School 

 Run by Kalahandi Lekhak Kala Parisad, this music school teaches 

music, both instrumental and vocal. It is affiliated to Pracheen Kala Kendra, 

Chandigarh. It gives I. Music and B. Music degrees. 

Maharaja P K Deo Ghumura Academy  

This folk dance academy is only of its kind in the district to popularize 

Ghumura Dance and to train young artists. This academy is managed by 

Mahavir Sanskrutik Anusthan (MSA). 

Eminent Writers  

Padman Singh  

Padman Singh was the Pataraja or the Zamindar of the Thuamul-

Rampur estate.  He compiled his historical work Nagavamsa Charita in 

which he described the history of the Naga Royal family beginning from 

Fanimukuta Ray, the first Naga Chieftain of Chotanagpur, till the time of 

Fatenarayaan Deo, the Maharaja of Kalahandi. 

Maharaja Udit Pratap Deo 

 Maharaja Udit Pratap Deo was a famous poet. He translated the 

Bhagavata (Sanskrit) into Odia verse of 14 letters.  As he could not complete 

the work before his death the last part was completed by his queen 

Maharani Asha Kumari Devi. 

Ramachandra Rayaguru was the court poet of Maharaja Uditpratap 

Deo.  The following of his compositions are known to exist in manuscript 

form Kalamegha Chautisa, Kamakala Chautisa, Mohana Chautisa, 

SitaBilapa and Rama Bilapa.  He was the author of many popular Ghumura 

songs.  

Pandit Ganeswar Ratha Bachaspati 

 He is an eminent Sanskrit scholar. His contributions to the literature 

are Kalyani, Padmabati Parinaya, Brata Bidhana Padhhati, Bachaspati 

Karma Kanda, Chandi Bidhan Padhhati etc. He was felicitated by Odisha 

Sahitya Akademi for his contribution in the field of literature. 
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Parashuram Mund 

 He is the reputed author of Mandal Gaon of Kalahandi. Utkale Sarala, 

Brajamohan Dev (both poetry), Mulia Pilaa (Novel) Mukti Pathara Duiti 

Jatri(novel) and short story collection Mignina. He was felicitated by Odisha 

Sahitya Akademi for his contribution in the field of literature. 

Prof. Bhubaneswar Behera is an eminent scholar, educationist and 

engineer of Kalahandi District.  Collection of essays ‗Suna Parikshya‘ and 

‗Katha O Latha‘ are two of his popular works. His popular travelogue is 

‗Dakhina Africa re Odia Dhinki‘. His collection of Essays in Odia ―Suna 

Parikhita‖ earned him Odisha Sahitya Academy Award and his novel ―Gaon 

Ra Daka‖ fetched him prestigious Sarala Award.   

Natya Rashmi Prafull Kumar Rath 

 He is a wellknown Odia playwright, and blessed son of Khutluguda, 

Kalahandi. He was the literary genius produced three films in the district 

namely Samarpana, Palataka and Janmadata. He has produced more than 

100 dramas. Sinduratopa, Bandini, Sagara O‘ Sangharsha, Raktabindu, 

Ferar Asami, Interview, Aji O‘ Kali, Swarnna Champaa, Dipata Chudi, 

Kahara Chhai, Swargaku Jaa He Papimane, Devayani, Sunya Akasha Amar 

Akhi, Mora Ba Dosha Kana, Charichhaka, Sabapadichhi are some of the 

popular plays. For his contribution to Odia drama writing he was awarded by 

Odisha Sangeet Natak Academy in the year 1984 and Kabi Samrat Upendra 

Bhanja Award in 1996, felicitated by Odisha Sahitya Academy and National 

Award for his Radio play. He was also the director of films and TV plays. He 

was the writer and director of the first film ‗Samarpana‘ produced from 

Kalahandi. His dramatic talent is acclaimed throughout the state. 

Rasbihari Behera 

His literary contributions include ―Bijai (Novel, translated to Hindi)), 

Adhikar (Novel), Shei Pahada Tala (Novel), Rakta Tirtha (Novel). He has 

also written a travelogue (Canada) and a collection of essays (Prabandha 

Manjusa). 

Kusha Behera 

Kusha Behera was born on 1917. He started his career as an 

educationist. His contributions to the literature are ―Niyatira Chaka‖ (1968) 

(was the tragic reflection of the acute drought of Kalahandi-1965.) and short 

story collection ―Kapalara Daga‖. He was felicitated by the Odisha Sahitya 

Akademi. 
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Basudev Behera (1909-1975) 

He translated many Bengali and Hindi Dramas into Odia language 

namely- Hyder Alli, Samabesh, Sadhan, Chakri etc. 

Uttam Kumar Pradhan 

He was a renowned short story writer. Nachiketara Hata, Budhiani O‘ 

Brudha Prajapati, Kalahandira Kathakara are his classic creations. He was 

the recipient of prestigious Sarala Purashkar and Odisha Sahitya Academy 

Award. 

Dr. Subhendu Mund 

He is a renowned poet and short story writer.  Sabda Nisabda, Chhaka, 

Simabadha and Galpa Sankalana are some of his popular creations. He is 

also a well known critic in Odia Literature. 

Jasodhara Mishra 

She is a short story writer national repute. Among her creations Pakshi 

Janma Novel, Janha Rati, Rekha Chitra, Dekhanahari, Bansai, etc. are 

popular among readers. She is a recipient of Odisha Sahitya Academy 

Award for her contribution to Odia literature. 

Eminent Music Directors/ Composers 

 Late Harihar Mohapara, Late Satyabati Mishra, Late Kishore Chandra 

Sahu, Padma Charan Patra, Rudra Prasad Sahu, Sudhir Kumar Panda, 

Sashanka Sekhar Mohapatra, Rajani Kanta Muni. 

Literary and Cultural Awardees  

Numbers of writers, folk artists, poets, writers have been awarded by 

the Government both at state and National level. Late Professor 

Bhubaneswar Behera and Late Uttam Kumar Pradhan have received 

prestigious Sarala Sanmman Puraskar and Odisha Sahitya Academy award 

for their contributions to odia literature. Late Prafulla Ku Rath has received 

Kabi Samrat Upendra Bhanja award by the Government of Odisha Dept of 

culture. Sri Jayanta Kumar Behera has received Sarala Upayana Puraskar 

for his outstanding contribution in the field of socio- cultural activities. 

AIR and Doordarshan Awards 

Sri Biswa Ranjan Mishra scripted Radio feature of Bhawanipatna AIR 

‗Katedura Udibure Pheriaa Nidaku‘ in the family welfare programme of AIR 

Bhawanipatna which won certificate of merit in Akashavani Annual Award 

(AAA) in the year 1996 and the programme ‗Feruchhi Mu Abhimanyu‘ in 

Youvavani Programme in the year 1999 got special prize in AAA.  
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Sri Pradipta Ray scripted radio play ‗Antah Swara‘ of Bhawanipatna 

Radio Station in the year 2000 which won certificate of merit in AAA under 

LASSA KAUL category (National Integration).  

Sri Parameswar Mund scripted a TV play ‗Mignina‘ of Bhawanipatna 

Doordarshan Kendra which won best youth programme / folk play in 

Doordarshan Annual Award in 2005, and the play ‗Saunta Phoola‘ scripted 

by him won merit certificate in 2008. The radio play ‗Sharbani‘ of 

Bhawanipatna Radio Station scripted by Sri Mund also won certificate of 

merit in AAA in the year 2007.  

Sri Satya Narayan Mahapatra is author of Akashvani Musical feature 

‗Gureira Bahaghara‘ on child marriage which received merit certificate in the 

Akashvani Annual Award 1997. He is also author and presenter of 

Doordarshan documentary features ‗Banya Bitpata – Kalahandi‘ which won 

best entry of the year in the Doordarshan Annual Award-2007.  

Cultural, Literary and Scientific Periodicals 

Several periodicals and magazines have been published from 

Kalahandi over the years. However, only few have survived the time. For 

details regarding various publications in the district the Chapter-XIV may be 

seen. 

 Libraries 

Library plays an important role in diffusion of knowledge among the 

people. Till 1980 this district had very few libraries for public use. In 2015 the 

district has 41 libraries managed by Government and non-Government 

organizations. There are 4 government managed libraries and rest 37 is 

managed by the NGOs. Besides, the educational institutions, both schools 

and colleges, have their own libraries which cater to the needs of the 

students as well as the teachers.  
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CHAPTER-XIII 

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

Survey of Public Health and Medical facility  

 Kalahandi was a princely state which was covered with forest and hills 

by 41% and the rest was plain area. The communication facilities were very 

much restricted. There were only two hospitals, one at Bhawanipatna and 

another at Junagarh. So the patients who were desirous of availing 

themselves these facilities were travelling by bullock carts or were carried by 

makeshift stretcher. Mostly people were utilizing the services of conventional 

Vaidyas, village priests and sorcerer. The belief of evil spirits causing all 

physical and other harms were prevalent in the society. However, diseases 

prevalent in the past is no longer in prevalence these days. Fever with chill 

(Malaria), Anemia, Spleenomegaly, Phthisis, Leprosy, Yaws, Diarrhea, 

Dysentery, dog bite, snake bite, jackal bite and injuries caused by fall, 

violence, animal attacks skin and VD problems are rather common.The 

eruptive fevers like measles, chickenpox, smallpox were also prevalent in 

the past and people used to offer Puja to various deities to get themselves 

cured and many of them had a fatal end. 

The district had large numbers of water bodies, flowing rivers and 

surface wells. The water was being used for bathing, ablution and drinking 

and tanks were also used for bathing of animals. The water sources got 

polluted with stagnant vegetable matters and other pollutants by their 

unhygienic use but people were forced to use this water for drinking as the 

numbers of tube wells were not sufficient and most of them were 

nonfunctional. These factors are mainly responsible for epidemics like 

cholera, diarrhea, dysentery, jaundice and typhoid. 

Kalahandi has most extreme climate due to its presence in sub-tropical 

zone. It is mostly dry throughout the year except during monsoon. There is a 

lot of variation in day and night temperature. This is gradually recording 

Higher temperature is gradually recorded and at times in recent years the 

day temperature reaching up to 47
0
C and night temperature falling to 11

0
C. 

The forest tracts of Madanpur Rampur, Thuamul Rampur, Lanjigarh, 

Karlapat have high incidence of malaria and the plain areas have less 

prevalence of malaria. Cerebral Malaria was prevalent but now is dwindling 

in hilly tracts due to lot of anti-malarial interventions. The local people of this 

district have also developed some amount of immunity to malaria. The 

epidemics are also mostly contained and smallpox is totally eliminated since 

July 1975. 
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Earlier the people of Kalahandi had no access to modern medical 

facility and they were dependent on traditional and herbal medicines. In the 

tribal area satiating the local deities with animal sacrifice and offering of wine 

was practiced and it is continuing in interior pockets of the hilly tracts even 

now. 

Only two medical institutions were functional. Now there has been 

significant improvement in infrastructure and medical facilities over the 

years. Number of health institutions both in Government and Private Sector 

have come to existence and the current patient load on these institutions can 

be ascribed to improved communication facilities and increased health 

awareness amongst the people. However all these facilities have not fully 

penetrated the remote areas of particularly Thuamul Rampur and Lanjigarh 

Blocks.  

Even now people in remote areas and some people in urban areas 

seek the assistance of conventional practitioner for herbal and other types of 

treatment.  

Consequent upon the formation of Primary Health Centers and 

dispensaries in each of thirteen Blocks, additional health centers, Subsidized 

health centers, establishment of SDH at Dharamgarh Area Hospital at 

Kesinga, and other hospitals like Lanjigarh, Risida, Ranmal and 

Barabandha,  Police Hospital, Jail hospital  and one TB sanatorium at 

UditNarayanPur the health scenario of  the district has changed a lot. The 

health seeking behavior of people has also improved to some extent. 

Improved health care has been able to eliminate many presumed 

medical ailments after Independence but many more new diseases like HIV, 

Cancer, Sickle-cell disease, hepatitis, Kidney disease, fluorosis etc have 

appeared due to change of life style, pollution, etc. 

With the introduction of NRHM in 2005, all thirteen PHCs, Junagarh 

Hospital, Lanjigarh Hospital, Kesinga Hospital were designated as CHCs 

with increase in staff and bed position. All other additional health centers, 

subsidized health centers, were designated as PHC (N). Also there was 

inclusion of AYUSH facilities in each hospital for the benefit of people.  

Lot of services have been included in NRHM (National Rural Health 

Mission) now designated as NHM with the formation of DPMU(District 

Programme Management Unit) and CDMO being the District Mission 

Director, the services are as follows 

RMNCH +A (Rural Maternal Neonatal Childhood) 

This service is to be provided to pregnant women and children under 

one year. Maternal and Child Health activities are carried out through 

registration of pregnant women, regular antenatal checkups, immunization 
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and facilities for institutional delivery which have been accepted by the 

community in largescale for which IMR and MMR have come down. The IMR 

was 76 in 2001 and has decreased to 59 in 2011. The MMR however is still 

more than state average i.e. 311. District level Household survey (DLHS) 

says that attendance of health personnel during delivery at home or in other 

places has increased from 12.5 to 21% at district level and 8.7 to 20.8% at 

rural level. 

Janani Sishu Surkhya Karya Krama (JSSK) 

Under this scheme services are provided to pregnant and delivered 

mothers and infants upto one year. This benefit is available in all 

Government health centers free irrespective of poverty level, caste and 

parity. The services provided are: free drugs and consumables, free referral 

transport, free diagnostic,free diet to delivered mothers,provision of free 

blood andexemption from user charges.   

All the above services are being provided in the district starting from 

Sub-centers to District Headquarters. It has shown marked impact on 

reduction of maternal and infant mortality rate. 

Mother and Child Tracking System (MCTS) 

 With this system every pregnant woman registered will be given one 

identity number with which her pregnancy status can be monitored till six 

months after delivery.The outcome of pregnancy and immunization status of 

the child is also recorded. This entire programme is generated from CHC 

level and is communicated to the Government of India. It is successfully 

implemented in Kalahandi District. 

Health Care Schemes  

  Various schemes have been introduced by the Government of India 

and Government of Odisha to provide better medical facilitie4s to the people. 

Rashtriya Bal Sishu Surkhya Karya Karma (RBSK) 

 This service aims towards screening of pre-school children, other 

school children and adolescent up to age of 18years by 28 mobile health 

teams (MHT). Earlier since 1995-1996 there were 13 MHU (Mobile Health 

Units). This programme was under KBK administrator and funding was from 

RLTAP. These MHUs were covering villages which were not covered by the 

general health care system. They were holding health camps at village level 

and providing treatment for minor ailments tocommon people. MHUs were of 

immense importance towards dealing out breaks of diarrhea.  

Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) 

 With the selection of Asha per 1000 population in normal area, and 

500 population in tribal area one major breakthrough for different health 

services in each village has taken place since the ASHAs are agents of 
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MCH activities. Further ASHAs are also trained for detection of Malaria and 

give appropriate treatment. This has resulted in remarkable success of 

Malaria Control Programme. 

Gaon Kalyan Samity (GKS) 

 Each revenue village has one GKS with the ward member as 

President and AWW of the area as the member secretary. Rs.10,000/- is 

being placed as untied fund to each GKS every year for health facilities 

activation and sanitary activities in the village. This has also achieved 

dramatic success in diarrhoea and malaria control. ―SWASTHYA KANTHA‖ 

is the source of health activity information for the villagers. Swasthya Kantha 

is only taken up by the GKS in the state of Odisha, which is an eye opener 

for entire country.  

Janani Surkhya Yojana (JSY) 

This is meant for pregnant women delivering at Government Medical 

institutions and accredited delivery points. The beneficiary of Rural area gets 

Rs.1400/- and the urban area gets Rs.1000/-. With this intervention, the 

institutional deliveries have gone up by 80% in district, which has special 

contribution towards reduction of IMR and MMR. In case of Home delivery 

by trained attendant the beneficiary is also paid Rs.500/- as incentive. It is 

successfully implemented in Kalahandi District. 

All 16 CHCs have been equipped with 102 Ambulances to bring 

pregnant mothers to the delivery point and sick children under 1 year for 

treatment and to take them back to their homes free of cost. This is one of 

the significant interventions for reduction of IMR and MMR in the district.  

108 Ambulances have been placed at 16 strategic places which carry 

emergency cases (accident victims and critically ill) to the nearest hospital 

free of cost. This is very much helpful during epidemics also to bring the 

diarrhea cases to the nearest health facility for treatment. With this the 

mortality in epidemics in the past two years has been reduced substantially.  

UHS (Urban Health Centers) 

The new concept for establishment of a Hospital within the urban area 

where the sub-urban people, who are daily wage labourers can be benefited 

with health service after their working hours. This facility will be available 

soon. 

RKS (Rogi Kalyan Samity)  

RKS has been formed in all health institutions starting from District 

Headquarterss Hospital to SDH, CHC, PHC (N). This is meant for the benefit 

of the patients. Annual grant is placed to each institution starting from 

20lakhs to DHH, 10 lakhs to SDH, 5 laks to each CHC, and 1 lakh to each 

PHC (N) every year. With this money the institution can have minor repairs, 
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purchase of patient-friendly equipments and purchase of medicines for poor 

and needy patients at the time of need. With the RKS fund the user fees is 

tagged and also collection from the RBSY and BKKY. This fund is also being 

utilized for poor patients transfer to nearest tertiary care center. Many lives 

have been saved with this measure. Besides this patient suffering with HIV 

and AIDS are being provided transport cost to the nearest ART centers 

(Koraput and Bolangir).  

Rastriya Swastya Bima Yojana (RSBY) and Biju Krusaka Kalyana 

Yojana (BKKY) 

These schemes are meant for health insurance for 5 members of a 

BPL family to the tune of Rs.30,000/- per annum per family for providing 

health services in the shape of  investigation, medicines and travel cost. Lot 

of people are benefitted through these schemes which are managed by 

insurance companies in collaboration with Government. This facility is also 

available in some accredited Nursing homes and private Hospitals. 

Kalahandi is the first district in the state to have implemented both these 

schemes successfully.  

NRC (Nutritional Rehabilitation Center) 

The Center has been established to deal with grade III and IV 

malnutrition cases to be referred from different Blocks after screening on 

Mamata Diwas. One 16 bedded hospital is functioning at DHH, 

Bhawanipatna and one 10 bedded hospital is functioning at SDH, 

Dharamgarh, where the child and the mother are given nutrition for at least 

15days and discharged on improvement and mother is given Rs.500/- 

towards loss of wages at the time of discharge. Everything in the institution 

is provided free of cost.  

SNCU (Special-Newborn Care Unit) 

This is one advanced step for children born under weight (<2.5Kg), 

birth asphyxia, sepsis or other complication at birth. It is a 16-bedded 

hospital at DHH, Bhawanipatna and 10-bedded at SDH, Dharamgarh. The 

infants are visited by pediatric specialist twice a day and they are given 

service as per the specialist advice. 24 x 7 facility for critically ill patients are 

provided with the help of staff nurse, attendant trained specifically to handle 

sophisticated instruments available for the children. Due to shortage of 

doctors for SNCU one Asst. Surgeon of DHH has been assigned to manage, 

after having proper training. 

Niramaya Yojana 

 This is for free distribution of medicine (24 x 7) established at DHH 

Bhawanipatna, SDH, Dharamgarh and CHC Junagarh. This scheme will also 

be functional in other CHCs. 
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Ambulance Service 

 Ambulance service is also available in each CHC, SDH Dharamgarh 

and DHH Bhawanipatna. Already three ambulances have been provided 

through MP lad at Junagarh, Dharamgarh, Bhawanipatna and one by local 

MLA for Kesinga CHC. (One AC ambulance from MP Lad has been 

stationed at DHH Bhawanipatna). People have more preference for AC 

Ambulance. The hire charges are fixed by the concerned RKS periodically. 

Some private ambulances are also running. Some are free and some levy 

charge as per Government rules.  

Dead Body Carrier 

Two numbers of dead body carriers, one Government and one private, 

are available in DHH, Bhawanipatna for use of the community.  

IDSP (Integrated Disease Surveillance Program) 

 This is ongoing process of collection, evaluation and to take 

appropriate action for communicable diseases like diarrhea, cholera, 

measles and Jaundice in the district. Weekly reports are collected from 

different institutions which is compiled and analyzed at the District level for 

any outbreak incidence and prompt actions are taken for it, the report is 

transmitted both up and downwards viz DPH, SSU, PHC, CHC. Every week 

water sample testing and stool sample testing are being done at various 

designated laboratories for detection of water borne disease.  

Sickle Cell Disease Program (SCD) 

 It is more prevalent in western Odisha and found in different 

communities. People die of sickle cell crises. Now intervention in the shape 

of Sickle cell project in Kalahandi has been launched by NHM. In this 

program screening camps are held in each Block, diagnosed cases are 

treated as per need. Electrophoresis facility for differentiating disease and 

trait cases is at present available at DHH, Bhawanipatna. Free blood 

transfusion is provided at DHH Bhawanipatna for the needy cases.  

District Aids Control Program 

This program is controlled by OSACS. (Odisha State Aids Control 

Society). This program has been launched in the district since 2001 as STD 

Clinic in DHH, Bhawanipatna. In 2005 ICTC (Integrated Confidential 

Counseling and testing Center) for voluntary testing for HIV was initiated in 

the district. At present ICTC I and II are functioning at DHH, Bhawanipatna. 

The main objective of this program is to diagnose HIV Positive cases and 

counsel them for treatment at ART Center designated by OSACS. In 2010 

ICTC I of DHH Bhawanipatna was upgraded to Link ART Center with one 

Medical Officer In-charge of the program with counselor and LT.  
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Pregnant women coming to the obstetric wards/ PPC are having their 

testing for HIV donein ICTC II and for the positive cases the delivery is 

conducted as for OSACS norm. The mother and the child are given ART 

within 24 hours and subsequently they are followed up by the counselor. The 

other ICTCs in the district are functional at SDH Dharamgarh, CHC 

Junagarh, CHC Kesinga and other seven no. Of F-ICTC are functional in 

different CHCs. There is also provision for establishment of ICTCs in all the 

CHCs shortly. 

The HIV Positive Cases are registered under Madhubabu Pension 

Yojana and they are given pension to the tune of Rs.500/- Per Month and 

also they are eligible for Mo Kudia Yojana by the concerned departments 

like W and CD, and Panchayati Raj. 

Two TI (Target Intervention) projects of OSACS are functioning in the 

district in PPP mode one at Kesinga and one at Bhawanipatna. These are 

managed by Brundaban Sanskrutik Anusthan at Kesinga, and DAPTA at 

Bhawanipatna. They aim at the migrant population (Truckers, MSW (Male 

Sex Worker) and FSW (Female Sex Worker) etc.) for awareness on HIV. 

Shradha Clinic is functional at DHH since 2014. This is meant for 

education of adolescent girls up to age of 18 years on their marriage 

counseling and knowledge on HIV Aids.    

Other General Programmes 

Mental Health Program 

This Program is meant for screening out different mental diseases in 

the community. Rehabilitation, counseling is being done by specialist.  

Bio-Medical Waste Management 

BMW is most important part of Health care for disposal of infectious 

materials, dressing materials, non-Infectious materials generated form 

Hospital. Proper disposal as per guideline is mandatory for each hospital to 

obtain pollution control board certificate, failing which the superintendent of 

the hospital is liable for punishment and likely-hood of closure of the 

hospital. DHH, Kalahandi was awarded special prize in the state in 2012-

2013 for efficient management of BMW.  

NPCB (National Program for Controlof Blindness) 

 This program is running successfully in the district for dealing 

blindness control. Table XIII-1 gives the details of cataract surgery since 

1995.  
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Table-XIII-1  Details of Cataract Surgery from 1995  to 2015 

Year Target Achievement 

2008-09 4100 1761 

2009-10 4791 3750 

2010-11 4791 1776 

2011-12  929 

2012-13  156 

2013-14  251 

2014-15  5 

The decline of cataract surgery cases are mainly due to reach-in camps 

only at facilities like DHH Bhawanipatna and SDH Dharamgarh. Earlier out-

reach camps were held at each CHC where people had easy access. 

Drug Management Unit 

This is running under the control of State Drug Procurement and 

Management Society for distribution of medicine to all categories of patients. 

Everyday the drug status is monitored online by SDMU. There has been one 

bio-medical engineering wing at SDMU who maintains the various 

equipment and instruments supplied to each district. 

Telemedicine 

 Since 2005 a Telemedicine unit is functioning at the District 

headquarters Hospital for taking advice from Professor of Medical Colleges 

when the local specialist needs further guidance. It is also used for 

Continued Medical Education (CME) to local doctors. This is a critical step to 

prevent undue referral cases to medical college. 

Regional Diagnostic Centre (RDC) 

 It is providing Pathological investigation, X-ray, CT scan and Ultra 

Sonography services since 2006.  

With the functioning of RDC at DHH Bhawanipatna both IPD and OPD 

patients are benefited for various investigations. For the investigations 

provided here people were earlier going to higher centers. 

Vital Statistics 

Prior to 1969 the birth and death registration was done in the police 

stations for rural areas and in the municipality for Urban Area. Later-on the 

health system was deliberated charge of registration of birth and death 

under Rule 18 of 1969 where in the CDMO acted as district registrar, but the 

actual registration of birth and death (CBHI) came in to force from 

01.09.1979 under Health Department. Presently the same system is 

continuing from the village level to CHC and the medical officer of CHC is 

declared as Sub-registrar of birth and death. The process is ongoing. Record 

is given in table XIII-2. Presently there has been online entry of each event 

from PHC level to the District level through portal entry system.  
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Table-XIII-2 Information Report of Vital Statistics 

 
Year Indoor 

Patient 
Out Door 

Patient 
Dist. total 

Birth 
Dist. Total 

Death 
Total 
Infant 
Death 

Maternal 
Death 

2008-09 136924 1132235 30469 9641 1028 23 
2009-10 122659 1336970 31548 9715 1187 27 
2010-11 108695 215113 26763 9780 1131 17 
2011-12 124204 252212 28393 9866 808 7 
2012-13 132408 254723 28867 11033 829 2 
2013-14 146306 266405 26647 10501 707 5 
2014-15 NA NA 28560 11586 869 1 

 

Table-XIII-3 Birth and Death Status 

Sl. 

No. 

Year Live Birth Total Sex 

Ratio 

Death Total Infant Total 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

1 2009 16315 15223 31538 933.068 5435 4280 9715 670 517 1187 

2 2010 14694 13046 27740 887.845 5582 4264 9846 614 500 1114 

3 2011 14138 13216 27354 934.786 5352 4329 9681 444 349 793 

4 2012 13970 13519 27489 967.717 5567 4394 9961 477 323 800 

5 2013 13398 13249 26647 988.879 5994 4507 10501 383 324 707 

6 2014 14642 13798 28440 942.358 6277 5309 11586 488 381 869 

 
Source- Department of Vital Statistics, public health office of chief district medical officer 

(CDMO) 

Disease and Vulnerability 

Fever  

The term, fever, includes a number of diseases with systemic rise in 

body temperature as a presenting symptom. Maximum number of death 

probably can be attributed to be associated with rise of body temperature as 

a prominent symptom. 

Malaria  

This district has a bad name for malaria, which is in endemic form. However 

Government has taken lot of steps over the time for control of malaria since 

1953.  

a. In 1953 NMCP (National Malaria Control Program) was launched 

and continued till 1958. The main objective was indoor residual 

spray (IRS) of DDT every year. It achieved a spectacular success 

with nil death was reported in 1958. 

b. In 1958 NMEP (National Malaria Eradication Program) was 

launched which continued till 1995. In between there was 

resurgence of malaria in late 70‘s and early 80‘s. 
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c. In 1997 EMCP (Enhanced Malaria Control Program) was launched 

with World Bank support. This aimed towards hard core tribal areas 

and for EDPT (Early Diagnosis with Prompt Treatment). 

d. EMCP continued till 2005. It is renamed as NAMP (National Anti 

Malaria Program).  

e. NVBDCP (National VectorBorne Disease Control Programme) 

started from 2005 and included control of five diseases namely 1. 

Malaria, 2. Filaria, 3.Dengu, 4. Kala-zar. 5. Japanese Encephalitis.  

The details of Malaria cases and death cases are given in table XIII-4.  

Table-XIII-4   Details of Malaria Case Load (2002 to 2014) 

Year BSC Positive PF PV ABER API Death 

2002 250617 24666 19313 5353 19.13 18.82 12 

2003 249459 25310 20942 4368 19.1 19.31 8 

2004 252614 27220 23066 4154 17.8 19.17 2 

2005 271949 27110 22597 4513 19.1 19.1 4 

2006 255195 27640 23174 4466 17.8 19.47 2 

2007 260935 27734 23932 3811 17.4 18.51 2 

2008 235457 29990 26622 3368 15.7 20.01 3 

2009 250065 28922 24810 4112 16.7 19.31 5 

2010 256191 26721 2332 3389 16.2 17 38 

2011 240715 20932 18497 2435 15.24 13.25 17 

2012 264662 19075 17369 1706 16.28 12.03 15 

2013 286591 20120 18553 1567 17.85 12.53 12 

2014 314450 29533 26709 2806 20.04 19.1 6 

 

BSC- Blood Slide Collected  

PF- Plasmodium Falciparum 

PV-Plasmodium VivaxAPI-Annual Parasitic Incidence 

ABER- Annual Blood Examination Rate  

Typhoid 

The incidence of Typhoid is not remarkable but all the same it is one of 

the causes of fever and there is flare up incidences from time to time. 

However there is no record of death during the last 20 years. 

Filaria 

Filaria control program is likely to be introduced in this district and for 

this night blood survey of filaria is going on, hoping that this program will run 

in this district very soon. 
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Small Pox 

This dreaded disease has been fully eradicated since 25
th
 July 1975. 

This disease has created havoc in the past and some people are bearing the 

pock marks and some are with corneal opacity.  

Cholera 

From time to time cholera epidemics do occur in the district mostly 

during rainy seasons. Now elaborate preventive measures are taken against 

the disease as well as diarrhea, jaundice and measles, which has resulted in 

controlling these diseases. Regular weekly reports are collected, compiled 

and analyzed in the district to indicate any signs of epidemic and action for it 

taken promptly. 

Yaws 

India has achieved eradication of two human scourges small pox and 

guinea worm diseases since independence. National efforts are going on to 

eradicate/ eliminate others diseases like polio myelitis and TB etc. Yaws is 

one disease which is on the verge of eradication. The disease usually 

affected tribal population in remote hilly and forest areas having difficult 

terrain. Symptoms are primarily skin leision, nocturnal bone pain and 

tenderness of the shin bone and other long bones and cartilages deformed 

and damaged.  

Leprosy  

National Leprosy Eradication Programmes (NLEP) is sponsored by 

Union ministry of health and family welfare headed by Director of health 

services.(Leprosy under director general of health services, Government of 

India). Programmes are implemented in states and union territories on 

centrally fixed strategic and plan.  The milestones are the following. 

1955- NLCP, National Leprosy Control Program (Central). 

1983- National Leprosy eradication Program (NLEP) was launched.  

1983- Introduction of multi-drug therapy (MDT), in phases  

2005 -Elimination of leprosy in national label  

2012-Special action plan for 209 high endemic districts in 16 states/ UTS  

The district had achieved elimination level in the year 2008-2009 but 

recently the prevalence rate of leprosy is in rising trend. For this, there is 

intervention like ICDD (Intensive Case Detection Drive) in high prevalent 

Blocks like Karlamunda, Sadar and Golamunda. From this there is increased 

detection of cases and EDCT is being carried out.  
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   Correction of deformity due to leprosy by surgical intervention is 

being carried out at Sonepur and Bargarh. Patients with deformity are being 

referred to those centers for corrective surgery and physiotherapy. It has 

been planned to make the DHH, Bhawanipatna operational for all the above 

surgery.   

Dysentery and Diarrhoea 

Sporadic cases of dysentery and diarrhoea is reported in all the CHCs 

and PHCs through out the year and increase incidence in rainy season. The 

reported high incidence in the district was attributed largely due to 

unhygienic and unhealthy living conditions and habits of the SC and ST 

categories of people who form the bulk of the population.  

Tuberculosis 

From the statistics available it is quite apparent that the incidence of TB 

in Kalahandi is not insignificant. However due to effective preventive as well 

as curative measures taken by the health department the incidence as well 

as death due to TB is gradually coming down. 

Table-Xiii-5- Year-wise Detailed Information on NLEP of Kalahandi 

District from 1999 to 2013-14 

Year 

PR/10,000 Popl ANCDR/10,000 
POPLN 

PD 
Ratio 

MB Proportion Child Proportion 

Cases 
on 

record 
at end 
of the 
year 

RFT PR New 
case 

detected 
during 

the year 

ANCDR New MB 
Child 
Cases 

detected 
during 

the year 

MB % New 
Child 
Cases 

detected 
during 

the year 

Child 
% 

1999-2000 1026 2051 12 2497 19 0.63 756 30.28 317 12.7 

2000-2001 1532 2205 8 1736 13 0.52 488 28.11 277 16 

2001-2002 918 1414 7.02 1374 10 0.70 418 30.42 133 9.7 

2002-2003 727 1380 5.44 4211 9.07 0.60 377 8.95 135 3.2 

2003-2004 418 942 3.02 648 4.69 0.64 255 39.35 52 8.0 

2004-2005 320 680 2.31 614 4.44 0.52 304 49.51 46 7.5 

2005-2006 249 437 1.71 110 0.76 2.25 51 46.36 5 4.5 

2006-2007 105 213 0.72 176 1.21 0.60 88 50 4 2.3 

2007-2008 167 194 1.15 259 1.78 0.65 127 49.03 16 6.2 

2008-2009 143 260 0.98 236 1.62 0.60 129 54.66 11 4.7 

2009-2010 145 119 1 280 19.95 0.52 113 40.36 26 9.29 

2010-2011 193 281 1.33 329 22.67 0.59 185 56.23 30 9.12 

2011-2012 188 269 1.29 265 18.22 0.71 162 61.13 14 5.28 

2012-2013 155 373 1.07 388 26.61 0.4 217 55.92 18 4.63 

2013-2014 194 347 1.33 396 27.22 0.04 172 43.43 32 8.08 

2014-2015 209 269 1.94 383 19.45  159 56.18 11 1.30 
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Year 

Deformity Proportion Female Proportion SC Rate / 10,000 ST rate/ 10,000 
New 

deformity 
cases 

detected 
during the 

year 

Deformity 
% 

New 
female 
cases 

detected 
during the 

year 

Female 
% 

New SC 
cases 

detected 
during 

the year 

SC 
Rate 

New ST 
Cases 

detected 
during 

the year 

ST 
Rate 

1999-2000 88 3.52 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2000-2001 61 3.51 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2001-2002 39 2.84 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2002-2003 44 1.04 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2003-2004 29 4.48 230 35.49 153 5.42 140 4.1 
2004-2005 23 3.75 211 34.36 147 5.2 121 3.54 
2005-2006 4 3.54 24 21.82 22 0.78 14 0.41 
2006-2007 9 5.11 55 31.25 27 0.96 42 0.94 
2007-2008 11 4.25 68 26.25 47 1.66 55 0.61 
2008-2009 15 6.36 73 30.93 52 1.84 40 1.17 
2009-2010 10 3.57 110 39.29 43 1.52 47 1.38 
2010-2011 11 3.34 127 38.6 51 1.81 65 1.2 
2011-2012 12 4.53 103 38.87 33 1.17 52 1.52 
2012-2013 21 5.41 145 37.37 58 2.05 89 2.6 
2013-2014 22 5.55 166 41.91 62 2.19 82 2.39 
2014-2015 36 12.72 123 43.46 43 15.23 68 19.89 

 

Table- XIII-6 Year-wise information on RNTC of Kalahandi District from 

2003 to 2014 

Year Total 
Adult 
OPD 

No. of 
Sputum 

Examined 

Detection of 
Sputum 

POS 

No. 
Patient 
Regd. 
(NSP 

Cured Cured % Treatment 
Completed 

2003 443945 7937 1632 1347 1145 85 18 
2004 398797 8996 1449 1160 795 68.5 158 

2005 534012 7904 1557 1136 803 70.69 123 
2006 491146 7268 1425 1117 742 66.43 169 
2007 430095 6939 1216 1016 711 69.98 91 
2008 355481 7744 1222 1043 795 76.22 74 
2009 449604 7619 1263 997 790 79.24 45 
2010 387609 7754 1269 1010 782 77.43 82 
2011 351122 7465 1083 897 634 70.68 118 
2012 357900 6958 1124 890 624 70.112 94 
2013 348734 6578 1147 895 605 67.60 121 
2014 358077 6828 1063 848  

  

Year  Treatment 
Completed 

% 

Died Died 
% 

Failure Failure 
% 

Default Default 
% 

Tr.OUt Tr.Out 

2003 1.3 49 3.64 8 0.59 126 9.4 0 0.0 
2004 13.6 58 8 7 0.6 141 12.2 0 0.0 
2005 10.83 71 6.25 17 1.5 115 10.1 1 0.1 
2006 15.13 66 5.91 14 1.3 105 9.4 21 1.9 
2007 8.96 43 4.23 16 1.57 139 13.68 16 1.57 
2008 7.09 55 5.27 13 1.25 97 9.30 9 0.86 
2009 4.51 38 3.81 7 0.70 104 10.43 6 0.60 
2010 8.12 58 5.74 5 0.50 76 7.25 7 0.69 
2011 13.15 43 4.79 10 1.11 83 9.25 9 1.00 
2012 10.56 51 5.73 10 1.12 110 12.36 1 0.11 
2013 13.52 45 5.03 6 0.67 112 12.51 6 0.6704 
2014 Result Awaited 
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In spite of all attempts there has been no satisfactory decline in TB 
cases cure rate. The reason behind this is that the patients are not taking 
medicine regularly as per the medical advises and believe in quacks. The 
end sputum examination is often not possible due to non cooperation of the 
patients. Now there has been emergence of MDR (Multi Drug Resistant) 
tuberculosis in the district which is claiming many lives and is a matter of 
great concern.  

Other Diseases    

Among other diseases common to the district, mention may be made of 
influenza, anaemia, malnutrition, Chronic kidney diseases, fluorosis and 
Cancer. For these diseases NCD (Non Communicable Disease) programme 
has been launched in the district which primarily aims at control of Diabetes, 
Hypertension, Heart diseases etc. It is under the control of CDMO and the 
ADMO (PH) is the Nodal Officer. 

Fluorosis 

This disease is prevalent in some portion of Kalahandi mainly in 
Karlakote, Kerjhola, andBinapur. The drinking water contains objectionable 
amount of fluride (3.88mg/l) whereas the permissible limit(beneficial effect) is 
1.5mg/l.  Dental fluorosiws is seen in Boden and Sinapali Blocks. Fluoride 
originates from Fluorospar (CaF2), Cryolite (Na2AlF6), Fluor-apatite [ 
(Ca3(PO4) 2 (CaFCl2)]. Fluorite (CaF2) occurs in granite, Granite gneisses, 
Pegmatite. It alsocomes from anthropogenic sources burning coal, steel 
making, manufacture of Aluminum, brick making etc.  

It was seen after the villagers started using ground water for drinking. It 
has spread its tentacles in 283 villages in 65 GPs mostly in Golamunda, 
Narla, Kesinga and Bhawanipatna Blocks. Out of 10235 school children of 5-
14 years old 4084 were suffering from Dental fluorosis, 2986 mild suffering, 
1526 moderate and 492 were suffering severely.(N.Dash et al, Pelagia 
research library, ISSN 0976-8505)s. The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has suggested (US EPA appendix to 40 CFR 136, Rev 1-11 amended 
June 30, 1986, CFR, 43430) Nulganda technique for defluorination. 
(Defluorination Technology mission in drinking water in villages and related 
water management, NEERI, Nagpur 440020, India) 

Cancer 

Occurrence of Cancer has also appeared in a big way perhaps due to 
change in life style and pesticide pollution. Most of these patients are treated 
outside and hence no information is available. 

Neural Diseases 

Use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides has increased enormously 
due to irrigation. Pesticides are used freely and the people are not taking 
precaution while spraying the chemical. Further an atmosphere of pesticides 
always remains in village areas. In view of the fact that some of the 
pesticides are neuro-toxic, the rural folk have become vulnerable to neuro- 
diseases.  
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Vaccination Programme 

The vaccination programme has been continuing since Independnent 

but only small pox vaccines were administered mainly to school children. 

Now it has been expanded to the people in general besides the desirable 

vaccines to babies and pregnant mothers. Table No-XIII-7 shows different 

kinds of vaccines administered to different groups of people. 

Table No-XIII-7- Vaccination Performance 

Year-wise Immunizations (Achievement in Nos.) Status of Kalahandi District 

Indicators 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 TOTAL 

BCG 30663 32131 28920 28680 48380 26576 195350 

DPT1 29094 31033 29378 27251 40875 12882 170513 

DPT2 28558 29761 29709 27062 43306 15605 174001 

DPT3 27971 29319 29660 27450 45965 18356 178721 

OPV 0 (Birth Dose) 10010 10528 10418 19028 31335 17703 99022 

OPV1 29108 29932 29400 27245 47908 27113 190706 

OPV2 28451 28222 29759 27062 47918 27197 188609 

OPV3 27961 27755 29810 27450 48033 27078 188087 

Hepatitis-B1 55 22252 29706 27253 40872 12876 133014 

Hepatitis-B2 18 17106 30088 27086 43309 15605 133212 

Hepatitis-B3 13 12757 30137 27334 45954 18342 134537 

Measles 27457 28906 30413 26877 48419 27158 189230 

Full Immunizations 27317 28428 30358 26827 48226 27009 188165 

 

Year-wise Sterilization (Achievement in Nos.) Status of Kalahandi District 

Indicators 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 TOTAL 

NSV 312 176 110 86 127 106 917 

Laproscopic 440 0 0 0   0 440 

Min-Lap 3989 5042 5268 5344 6877 4957 31477 

Post-Partum 

sterilizations 
83 153 323 232 789 

466 2046 

IUD Insertions 2841 4360 4044 4606 13640 8762 38253 

OP  53198 76536 69756 62536 120288 66614 448928 

CC 243840 449197 301045 176410 491046 336640 1998178 

Disease Vulnerability 

Most prevalent diseases in the district includes fever, diarrhea, 

dysentery, skin disease like scabies, dermatitis and STD, tuberculosis, 

mental disorders, anemia including sickle-cell disease, malnutrition, acid 

peptic disorders, cancer, kidney problem, hyper tension, jaundice, eye 

diseases like conjunctivitis, etc. 

Administrative Set-up  

The health system caters to a population of 15lakhs 76 thousand 869, 

which includes 4,49,456 ST and 2,86,580 SC (48% approximately) living in 

an area of 8364.89 sq,kms in 13 Blocks. Both curative and preventive 

majors are undertaken with the following health infrastructure which consists 

of  

1. DHH- (District Headquarters Hospital) -  One 

2. SDH (Sub-Divisional Hospital) -  One 
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3. CHC (Community Health Center -   Sixteen 

4. PHC(N)(Primary Health Center New) -  Forty-three 

5. Other Hospital (Police Hospital and Jail Hospital)- Two 

6. Sub Center-241Nos. in 273 Gram Panchayat and 2236 Villages 

7. Anganwadi Centers– 1830Nos. ASHAs (Accredited Social Health 

Activities) -      1727 

The position of manpower sanctioned and available in 2015 is given in table 

XIII-8 

Table-XIII-8 Manpower 

Sl. No Name of the Post Sanctioned  In Position Vacancy 

1 Doctors 193 111 69 

2 Staff Nurse 127 93 34 

3 Pharmacist 75 75 0 

4 MPHW(M) 178 176 2 

5 MPHW(F) 322 321 1 

6 MPHS (M) 59 59 0 

7 MPHS (F)/ LHV 45 32 13 

8 L.T. 36 27 9 

9 Radiographer 7 5 2 

10 Staffs under NHM 535 467 68 

 

The total numbers of doctors include 155 Allopathic Doctors, 16 

Homeopathic Doctors, and 17 Ayurvedic Doctors and 83 Nurses, 11 

Homeopathic Assistants, and Ayurvedic Assistants plus 10 Additional 

Contractual Doctors. One medical college at Jaring was started and the fate 

of its registration under the Medical Council of India (MCI) is hanging in a 

balance after admitting a batch of 100 students in 2013-2014 and second 

batch of 20 students in 2014-2015. The first batch has been allowed to 

appear in examinations. This privately managed medical college has some 

infrastructure in the shape of buildings but very few faculty members to 

teach, and laboratories and indoor facilities are almost nonexistent. The 

recognition of MCI has been withdrawn and the Government has withdrawn 

the MOU with the trust. This College is named as Sardar Raja‘s Medical 

College and Research Center.  

The infrastructure plans and program in health sectors has increased 

immensely with the initiation of WHO (World Health Organization) with plans 

of Health for all during stipulated period and different millennium 

Development goals (MDG) 4, 5 and 6, But in Kalahandi District due to 

chronic absence of doctors, and  technician the programs are at times facing 

blind ends.  
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Available Facilities 

1. Government Sector  

1. DHH- (District Headquarters Hospital)  - One 

2.  SDH (Sub-Divisional Hospital)  - One 

3. CHC (Community Health Center)  - Sixteen 

4. PHC (N) (Primary Health Center New)  - Forty-three 

5. Other Hospital (Police Hospital and Jail Hospital)- Two 

2. Private Sector 

1. Nursing Homes- 6 in number  

A) Balaji Nursing Home  –  Bhawanipatna 

B) Life-worth Hospital   – Bhawanipatna 

C) Surakhya Nursing Home – Bhawanipatna 

D) Uma Clinic    – Kesinga 

E) MDM, Nursing Home  – Dharamgarh 

F) Jagannath Netralaya  – Bhawanipatna 

2. Private Practitioners-  19 numbers of registered medical 

practitioners providing health services at their clinics in different parts of 

Kalahandi. 

3. Asst. Professors, Sr. Residents from different Medical colleges in 

Odisha and Andhra-Pradesh and Senior Specialist of different faculties are 

also visiting Kalahandi District at weekly intervals having their clinics at 

different medical shops. People are getting medical advice and treatment on 

payment basis. 

4. Sardar Raja‘s Medical College at Jaring has a hospital having no 

regular faculties. It is nonfunctional now. 

5. Two hospitals are functioning at Lanjigarh. One is managed by 

Vedanta Alumina Ltd. and the other is franchised by Appolo Hospital, 

Bhubaneswar where specialservices are available on payment of nominal 

fees. X-ray and Ultra-Sonographic facilities are available in this hospital.  

6. Nursing schools in Kalahandi- One Government ANM Training 

Center is functional at DHH, Bhawanipatna from 1976 which gives training to 

auxiliary Nurses and midwives. Two private ANM Training Schools namely 

Vivekananda ANM School at Junagarh, and Kalahandi School of Nursing at 

Bhatipada, Bhawanipatna are also functioning. 
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7. One Government GNM Training School at Udit Narayanpur, 

Bhawanipatna  is functional since 2014 with student strength of Sixty-five. 

And one private GNM Training School, named Sarala Nursing School is also 

functioning from 2010 with student strength of forty.  

8. As per the report given by the drug inspector Kalahandi 407 

numbers of licensed medical outlets, 47 wholesale dealers of medicine. 1 

Homeopathy store are functional in Kalahandi. Out of this 2 outlets in DHH, 

Bhawanipatna, 2 in SDH, Dharamgarh, 1 in CHC Junagarh and 1 at CHC 

Kesinga are giving day and night service. 

Headquarters Hospital (DHH) 

DHH is functioning since 1910. At the inception, it had one general 

ward for male patients and one maternity ward. Later on in 1945, a x-ray 

ward with a photo therapy unit was made functional. Since the merger of the 

Kalahandi state with the province of Odisha in 1948 great improvements to 

the hospital building have been effected and its staff augmented. Initially it 

was a sub divisional hospital under the Bolangir Civil Surgeon. In November 

1949 when Kalahandi was declared a separate district the Hospital assumed 

the status of the District of Headquarters Hospital. ADMO (Med.) was 

assigned the responsibility of administration of the Hospital. The X-ray unit 

functional in a separate building was shifted to main hospital building. At 

present x-ray unit is functional at Regional Diagnostic Center. Attendant rest-

shed and pediatrics ward with 100 beds are added to the infrastructure and 

one 5 storied MCH ward is under construction.  

At present the total bed strength is 217 and the details is given below.. 

1.  Female Ward- 26      

2.  Surgical Ward- 31 

3. Male Medicine- 23      

4. Pediatric- 25 

5. O andG-  22      

6. TB War  - 18 

7 Eye-  20      

8. NRC-   16 

9. SNCU-  20     

10. Paying Cabin- 10 

11. Infectious Ward 20 (Built from MP Lad Fund awaiting sanction from 
Government) 

12. ICU6 

 Hundred bedded MCH center is under construction within the campus. 
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Daily Average of Patients 

Indoor 220 to 250   

OPD  450 to 500Bed occupancy rate 112% 

Patient load in OPD and IPD shows gradual increase every year. 

This is due to advanced communication facilities in the district, improved 

diagnostic and treatment facility in the hospital, supply of free medicines 24 x 

7, implementation of RSBY and BKKY schemes. Extensive IEC activities are 

also a major factor to increase patient load. However lack of sufficient bed, 

less numbers of doctors, absence of separate casualty Block is a burning 

problem for provision of satisfactory health services since many years. 

Table-XIII-9 Total Nos. Deaths during April 2008 to April 2015 at DHH 

Sl. No. Year Nos. of Death (General Pediatrics 

1 2008-2009 677 184 

2 2009-2010 665 168 

3 2010-2011 654 174 

4 2011-2012 580 172 

5 2012-2013 433 190 

6 2013-2014 477 296 

7 2014-2015 856 300 

8 April 2015 48 23 

The statistics show the number of deaths in general has gone up in 

different periods. It refers to increase in number of indoor admission. This 

being the secondary referral unit many cases come in critical condition and 

die within few hours of admissions. 

TableXIII-10 HR Status 

Sl. 
No. 

Category Sanctioned In Position 

1 Doctor 46 30 
2 Staff Nurse 25 29 
3 Pharmacist 10 10 
4 X-ray Technician 2 2 
5 LT 9 7 
6 Sweeper 30 18 
7 Attendant 30 31 
8 Staff Nurse SNCU 10 9 
9 Staff Nurse ICU 6 6 
10 Staff Nurse PPC 2 2 
11 Health Worker PPC 2 2 
12 LHV at PPC 1 1 
13 Health Worker Male PPC 1 1 
14 Female Health Worker NRC 3 3 
15 Staff Nurse Contractual   7 
 Attendant Contractual  24 
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Service Available  

OPD-   General OPD with casualty 24 x 7 service and Specialist OPD 

a) Medicine ,   

b)  Surgery   

c) Orthopedics,  

d) Pediatrics 

e) OandG     

f)  Eye    

g) ENT     

h) Dental 

OPD Service for Mental Health, Non Communicable Disease will 

be functional shortly. 

OT 

 One General OT and One O andG OT. One Minor OT, One PPC OT 

and one labour room are operational. 

Pathology 

Laboratory services are available round the clock in the RDC (Regional 

Diagnostic Center). Histo-pathology section is non-functional due to absence 

of Pathologist. 

Blood Bank 

One Red cross Blood Bank is functional inside the DHH campus. 

Average collection of blood is 140-145 units in a month. In 2014-2015, 859 

units of blood were collected and 8543 units were utilized. Under JSSK 

scheme 923units were given to pregnant women free of cost. There is 

provision for free supply of blood to thalassaemia cases.  

Ambulance Service 

Four numbers of Ambulances are available in running condition. 1 new 

A/c Ambulance has been purchased from MP Lad funds. 1 dead body carrier 

from Government Side and 2 from private sector are operational. 

Diet 

Cooked food is given to all indoor patients regularly. Separate diet is 

provided to Diabetes, TB and Pediatric Patients. The NRC patients are given 

suitable diet as per prescribed norm at NRC. 

Sub-Divisional Hospital (SDH) 

SDH is functioning since the year 1966 with bed strength of 10 (Male 6 

and Female 4). In August 1975 twelve additional beds were sanctioned for 
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the Hospital, which became functional since December 1976. At present the 

total bed strength is 99 and details are as fallows. The Hospital is under the 

administrative control of Sub Divisional Medical Officer. 

1.  Female Surgery Ward-   05    

2.  Male Surgical Ward-   10 

3. Male Medicine-    10    

4.  Pediatric-    10 

5. O andG-    10    

6. Eye-     10  

7. NRC-     10    

8.  SNCU-     10  

9. Paying Cabin-    08   

10.  Infectious Ward    10    

11. PPC      06 

Daily Average Patients 

Indoor  30 to 35 

OPD  105 to 120 

 

Table-XIII-11- HR Status 

Sl. No Category Sanctioned In Position 
1 Doctor 16 06 
2 Staff Nurse 07 06 
3 Pharmacist 01 01 
4 LT 02 02 
5 Sweeper 04 02 
6 Attendant 15 13 
7 Staff Nurse SNCU 03 02 
8 Staff Nurse PPC 01 01 
9 Health Worker PPC 01 01 
10 Health Worker Male PPC 01 01 
11 Radiographer 01 01 
12 Ophthalmic Assistant  01 01 

 

Services at SDH, Dharamgarh- Services provided at DHH are also 

available in SDH excepting ICU, Link ART Center, Sickle Cell Clinic and 

Telemedicine Services. 
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Ultrasound Clinics 

At Present there are 18 nos. of registered ultrasound clinics in the 

District. Of these only 9nos. (Government Sector 2No. and Private Sector 

7Nos.) are functional at different places in the district. There is no 

unregistered ultrasound clinic in the district. This service comes under PC 

and PNDT Act, Odisha.  

Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic 

Total Ayurvedic dispensaries are 20 in numbers. There are 10 doctors, 

2nos. of distributors and 20nos. Of Attendants are available for Ayurvedic 

Services in the district..Homoeopathic Service came into existence in the 

districts since 13.08.1979. There are 18nos of Government Homoeopathic 

dispensaries functioning in the district in different Blocks. There are 18 

doctors to manage the service. There are many private Homeopaths working 

throughout the district.  

Family Welfare Programme 

 In this programme several activities are taken for population 

stabilization in the district. The services are as follows: 

1. Survey of eligible couple throughout the district is done by HW (F), 

ASHA and Anganwadi workers.   

2. Counseling to target couple for acceptance of any of the family 

planning methods such as spacing with the use of OCP (oral Contraceptive 

pills), IUD (Intra Uterine Contraceptive devices), CC (Conventional 

Contraceptive Condom). b) Terminal Method like BTL (Bilateral Tubal 

Ligation) by mini lap for female partner and NSV (Non Scalpel Vasectomy) 

for male partner. 

3. Age of marriage is fixed at 18 for females and 21 for males. 

4. Presently there is no target oriented programme for FW Services but 

every Monday is observed as MCH day which includes fixed sterilization 

day. Camps are organized in Block headquarterss, PPC, SDH and DHH.  

5. Every year in the month of July population stabilization fortnight is 

observed through out the district from 14
th
 July to 27 July. In which extensive 

IEC activities are taken up to motivate target couples to accept any of the 

methods as mentioned above. 

6. Legalized abortion center- These centers are functioning in the 

district for unwed pregnancy like failure of contraceptives, pregnancy out of 

rape victims and any pregnancy that may endanger the life of the mother are 

the beneficiaries. These centers are available at DHH, SDH and all 16 

CHCs. 
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Nutrition Programme 

Kalahandi is considered to be one of the severely food insecure district 

of the state. However food production of the District in 1993-1994 is 324MT 

and food requirement was 273.43MT. Physical availability of food is 

enhanced through local production and support from the Government 

through various schematic provisions. Therefore, the food of the district is 

mostly related to economic access to food, 40% of the children were 

reported to be normal and 60% were found underfed. Schemes like 

subsidized distribution of food grain through PDS, supplementary nutritional 

food through Anganwadi centers and free food for aged and vulnerable 

population under emergency feeding. State Government is providing rice @ 

Rs.2/KG. The table below shows the coverage of beneficiaries under 

Supplementary Nutritional Programme (SNP) in this district from 2011-12 to 

2014-15. 

Table-XIII-12 Coverage of Beneficiaries under Supplementary 

Nutritional Programme (SNP) (2011-12 to 2014-15) 

Year of 

Project 

Population Pregna

nt 

Mother 

Nursing 

Mother 

6months 

to 3year 

3 to 

6year 

Total 

Children 

Nutritional status 0-5years 

Male Female Total Green Yellow Orange 

2011-12 817158 825694 1642852 16359 18112 11229 85065 161234 1000152 51430 9652 

2012-13 839702 888912 1728114 15976 17440 82076 83514 171494 111642 52743 7109 

2013-14 843419 847464 1690883 16507 17259 80640 89293 160356 106665 48128 5563 

2014-15 846608 850672 1697280 16224 17951 81246 80606 159945 107332 47687 4926 

Water and Sanitation 

The matter of water and sanitation was under the control of the Health 

Department which is taken over by RWSandS. ADMO (PH) is responsible 

for overall public health affairs of the district and is under the control of Chief 

District Medical Officer. As per the data provided by the Executive Engineer 

RWSandS, out of total 4216 habitation in this district there are 17933 Tube 

Wells, 830 Sanitary Wells and 248 Rural Pipe Water Supply points and 30 

Solar Pipe Water Points. The urban water supply is maintained by PHD and 

sanitation is managed by the Urban Local Bodies in the district. 

Rural Sanitation 

With an objective to improve general quality of life in rural area by 

promoting cleanliness, hygiene and elimination of open defecation in the 

rural area the District Water and Sanitation Mission was formed in 2005. 

This mission helped manage the sanitation system of solid and liquid waste 

management for overall cleanliness in rural areas. In the year 2005, Total 

Sanitation Campaign (TSC) and the successor programme ‗Nirmal Bharat 

Abiyan‘ (NBA) in 2012 was very much popular and the GP likes Nasigaon in 

Kesinga Block, Joradobra of Karlamunda Block, Tambachhada and 

Domerguda of Dharamgarh Block were awarded Nirmal Gram Puraskar.  
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The Swachha Bharat Mission 

This mission was launched in 2
nd

 October in 2014 to achieve universal 

sanitation coverage for both BPL and APL household. Instead of open 

defecation the Government is providing aid to the tune of Rs.12, 000/-for 

construction of toilets. This would help check in the spread of diseases.     

Food Securities 

Earlier the food securities was under Food Adulteration Act in 1951 and 

the district was covered by one food inspector above whom ADMO (PH) was 

the food licensing authority and the CDMO was the prosecuting authority. 

Under this programme the food vendor, the ration shops were having license 

from the ADMO (PH). Any adulteration found by the food inspector was 

being prosecuted under court of law on filling the case by the Chief District 

Medical Officer. The food security comes under FSSAI Act, wherein the food 

inspectorsaredesignated as food safety officer. The ADMO (PH) is the 

designated officer and ADM of the district is first appellate authority and one 

judge of district judge cadre who is the prosecuting authority. The entire 

programme is under control of one commissioner cum secretary at the state 

health services. This programme is in its infancy.   

Digitization 

The hospital is computerized only for health insurance records, in 

Niramaya Yojana, keeping a record of prescriptions and hospital records.                                                                                                           
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CHAPTER-XIV 

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Political Parties 

Kalahandi District along with Balangir district was constituted into one 

double-member Parliamentary constituency in the first General Election of 

1952. In the second General Elections held in 1957 the district had one 

double-member Parliamentary Constituency called Kalahandi. The district 

became single-member Parliamentary Constituency from the General 

Elections of 1962 and is continuing as such. 

As regards the State Legislature, the district had one single-member 

constituency and three double-member constituencies in the first General 

Elections held in 1952. During the second General elections held in 1957 

there were four double-member constituencies. During the Mid-term 

Elections of 1961, the district had eight single member constituencies (six in 

the present Kalahandi district and 2 of Nuapada, which has been separated 

from Kalahandi as a district. The number of single-member constituencies 

remained the same for the elections held in 1967, 1971, 1974, 1977, 1980, 

1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2004 elections. However, due to reorganization of 

the Constituencies since 2009 election Kalahandi district is having only five 

Assembly Constituencies. 

The Indian National Congress, the Socialist Party, the Praja Socialist 

Party, Bharatiya Janasangh, the Ganatantra Parishad,  Swatantra party, the 

Utkal Congress, the Bharatiya Lokadal, the Janata Party and the Jana 

Congress were the main political parties in Kalahandi till 1977. The 

Ganatantra Parishad merged with Swatantra party in 1967 which was an all 

India Party.  During the period of the emergency the Swatantra Party was 

dissolved. After emergency Janata Dal came into existence. In eighties, the 

BJP and the Biju Janata Dal (a regional party) joined hand and a new 

alliance came into existence which continued till 2009 when these two 

parties were separated.  

Election to Loksabha 

After long years of foreign rule India achieved her Independence on the 

15
th
 August 1947 and the new Constitution came into force on 26

th
 January 

1950. Under the provisions of Articles 325 and 326 of the constitution every 

adult Indian citizen is entitled to take part in the election. The people of 

Odisha have exercised their franchise, both for the Lok Sabha and the 

Vidhan Sabha, since our Constitution came into force. In Odisha the first 

General Election was held from the 3
rd

 to the 25
th
 January 1952. 
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In the first General Elections of 1952 Kalahandi district along with 

Balangir district was constituted into a double-member Parliamentary 

Constituency.  

The second General Election was held from 24
th
 February to 14

th
 

March 1957. There was one double-member Parliamentary Constituency in 

Kalahandi in which one seat was reserved for a member of Scheduled Tribe. 

This election had gone in favour of Ganatantra Parishad. 

In the third General Election Maharaja Pratap Keshari Deo contested 

from the Parliament Constituency as Ganatantra Parishad candidate and 

won with thumping majority and thereafter in the third (1967), fourth (1971) 

and as Swatantra Party candidate in the  fifth General Elections (1974) he 

won. The victory margin of Pratap Kesari Deo as Ganatantra Parishad and 

Swatantra candidate was virtually one, sided. During emergency the 

Swatantra party was dissolved and in 1977 election, he contested as 

Congress supported Independent Candidate. This became a turning point in 

the Politics of Kalahandi as most of the Swatantra party activists joined in 

other parties and mostly in Congress. This helped Congress to capture the 

citadel of non-Congress opposition party in Kalahandi. Thus in the 7
th
 Lok 

Sabha (1980), Rasabihari Behera and in 8
th 

Loksabha (1984) Jagannath 

Pattnaik of INC won the parliament seat. In the 9
th
 Loksabah (1989) Bhakta 

charan Das of Janata Dal won the election. However in the 10
th
 Loksabaha 

INC candidate Subas Chandra Nayak recaptured Congress bastion in the 

district. But in the 11
th
 Loksabaha in 1996 Bhakata Charan Das as Rastriya 

Samajbadi Janata Party candidate won for the 2
nd

 time. But in the 12 

Loksabaha (1998), 13
th
 Loksabaha (1999), 14

th
Loksabaha (2004) 

Bikramkesari Deo won the election as BJP candidate. In the 15
th
 Loksabaha 

(2009) election Bhakta Charan Das as INC candidate won back the seat. But 

in the 16
th
 Loksabha election in the year 2014 Arka Keshari Deo of BJD won 

the seat. Such changes indicate political maturity of people. 

Election to Legislative Assembly  

The district was divided into four constituencies for the first General 

Election to the Vidhan Sabha. Of these Jayapatan-Kasipur was a single 

member constituency and other three namely Bhawanipatna, Junagarh and 

Nuapada were double-member constituencies.  

In the General Elections of 1952, besides Independent candidates, four 

political parties, viz., the Congress, the Socialist Party, the Forward Block 

(Ruiker Group) and the Ganatantra Parishad contested the election. Of 

these, the Congress, the Socialist Party and the Forward Block had 

nationwide platforms. The Ganatantra Parishad was confined to Odisha 

State only. In this election out of 298,798 valid votes polled and more than 

60% went in favour of Ganatantra Parishad indicating the stronghold of this 

party in the district.  
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The second General Election was held from 24
th
 February to 14

th
 

March 1957. There was one double-member Parliamentary Constituency in 

Kalahandi in which one seat was reserved for a member of Scheduled 

Tribes. 

For the purpose of this election the district was divided into four 

Constituencies Bhawanipatna, Kasipur, Dharamgarh, Nuapada. All these 

were double-member constituencies. In each double-member constituencies 

one seat was General and the other was reserved. In Kasipur constituency 

the reserved seat for SC and in other constituencies the reserved seats were 

for ST Candidates.In 1957 General election three political parties that is 

Congress, Praja Socialist Party and Ganatantra Parishad and some 

Independent Candidates contested. Here too the Ganatantra Parishad had 

sway over its rival parties. 

The third General Election in normal course would have been held in 

February-March 1962. But in consequence of the promulgation of the 

President‘s rule, the State Legislative Assembly was dissolved with effect 

from the 25
th
 February 1961 and Mid-term elections were held from the 2

nd
 

to the 8
th
 June 1961. 

For the purpose of the General Elections held in 1967, Kalahandi 

district was divided into eight Assembly constituencies, i.e., Nuapada, 

Khariar, Dharamgarh, Koksara, Junagarh, Bhawanipatna, Narla, and 

Kesinga. Of these, Nuapada and Narla were reserved constituencies for the 

Scheduled Tribes. Dharamgarh and Bhawanipatna were reserved for the 

Scheduled Cast candidates. The remaining four were general 

constituencies. In the General Elections of 1967, as many as four political 

parties contested the elections besides the five Independent Candidates. 

The parties were the Congress, the Swatantra, the Praja Socialist Party and 

the Bharatiya Jana Sangh.  

For the second time, the State of Odisha faced Mid-term Elections on 

the 5
th
 March, 1971. The Vidhan Sabha and Lok Sabha elections were held 

on that day. Like the General Elections of 1967, the district was divided into 

eight Assembly constituencies which included Nuapada, Narla, Dharamgarh, 

Bhawanipatna, Khariar, Koksara, Junagarh and Kesinga. Of these, the last 

four were general seats.  

In 1971, five political parties contested the elections with non-party or 

Independent candidates. The political parties which participated in the 

elections were the Indian National Congress, the Indian National Congress 

(Organization), the Swatantra Party, the Praja Socialist party and the Utkal 

Congress. In all 44 candidates contested for the eight Assembly seats. In the 

multi-cornered contest the Swatantra Party achieved a major triumph by 

capturing seven seats and one seat went in favour of Congress 

(Organization). The growing number of candidates and political parties show 

people‘s interest in democratic process.  In the Mid-term by-election of 1971 
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the candidate of the Swantara Party was declared elected to the Assembly 

form the Koksara Assembly Constituency. Later on, the candidate resigned 

and the Assembly seat fell vacant. In order to fill up the seat,by-Election was 

held on 22
nd

 September, 1971. In this elections candidates belonging to the 

Indian National Congress, the Swatantra Party and the non-Party or 

Independent candidates took part. In a triangular contest the Swatantra 

Party won and retained the seat.  

The Sixth General Elections to the State Legislature was held on the 

22
nd

, 24
th
 and 26

th
 of February 1974. In this election the district was divided 

into eight single-member Assembly constituencies which included 

Bhawanipatna and Dharamgarh constituencies for the Scheduled Castes, 

and Narla Constituency for the Scheduled Tribes. The other constituencies 

were for general candidates. (The present Kalahandi district portion having 6 

seats and 2 seats for the present Nuapada district) 

In 1977 election out of six seats in Kalahandi five seats were in favour 

of INC and one in favour of Janata. In 1980 election all the six seats of the 

District were in favour of INC. In 1985 elections there was gradual change in 

the scenario with two seats in favour of Janata and three were retained by 

INC. In 1990 election there was complete change in the scenario with five 

seats going in favour of JD and one in favour of BJP. In 1995 election there 

was seat adjustment between BJP and BJD and thus two seats were in 

favour of BJP, three seats were in favour of JD and one seat was in favour 

INC. In 2000 election all the six seats were in favour of the BJP-BJD alliance 

(three for BJP and three for BJD). In 2004 election the same was the 

position. However, due to breaking of the BJP and BJD alliance, the 

situation changed in 2009 election. In this election due to reorganization of 

the constituenciesthe number of Assembly seats were reduced to five from 

six. In this election due to disturbance of the alliance and reorganization of 

the constituencies the situation was in favour of INC and four seats were 

won by INC and one seat by BJD. In 2014 election however, there was clean 

sweep by BJD which won all the five seats. The party-wise elected 

representatives to the Odisha Legislative Assembly depicted in the table 

here reveal the change of political scenario. 

Table-XI-1Elected Representative to the Assembly From 1st election 

1951-52 Election- 

Bhawanipatna – Janardan Majhi and J.C. Singh Deo –  Ganatantra Parisad 

Jaipatna, Kasipur – Jhajhur Jhuria    –  Congress  

Junagarh – Pratap Keshari Deo and Dayanidhi Naik –  Ganatantra Parisad 

1957 Election 

Bhawanipatna – Pratap Keshari Deo and Karunakar Bhoi – Ganatantra Parisad 

Kasipur – Kishor Chandra Deo and Manik Ray Naik  – Ganatantra Parisad 

Dharamgarh – Jitendra Majhi and Bir Kishor Das  – Ganatantra Parisad 
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1961 Election 

M.Rampur – Bir Keshor Deo  –  Ganatantra Parisad 

Bhawanipatna – Anchal Majhi  –  Ganatantra Parisad 

Kashipur – Naba Kumari Debi  –  Ganatantra Parisad 

Koksara – Dayanidhi Naik   –  Ganatantra Parisad 

Junagarh – Maheswar Naik  –  Ganatantra Parisad 

Dharamgarh – Mukunda Naik  –  Ganatantra Parisad 

1967 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Lochan Dhangadamahji – Swatnatra 

 Koksara – Raghunath Praharaj  –  Swatantra  

 Junagarh – Maheswar Naik  –  Swatantra 

 Bhawanipatna – Dayanidhi Naik  –  Swatantra  

 Narla – Anchal Majhi   –  Swatantra  

 Kesinga – Bhagaban Bhoi   –  Swatantra  

1971 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Lochan Dhangadamajhi – Swatnatra 

 Koksara – Bir Kishori Deo   –  Swatntra  

 Junagarh – Trinath Sarab   –  Swatntra  

 Bhawanipatna – Dayanidhi Naik  –  Swatntra 

 Narla – Dhaneswar Majhi   –  Swatntra  

 Kesinga – Bhagban Bhoi   –  Swatntra  

1974 Election 

 Dharamgrah – Dayanidhi Naik  –  Swatntra  

 Koksara – Chandra Bhanu Singh Deo –  Swatntra  

 Junagarh – Udit Pratap Deo  –  Swatntra  

 Bhawanipatna – Jagamohan Naik  –  Swatntra 

 Narla – Dhaneswar Majhi   –  Swatntra  

 Kesinga – Sarat Chandra Singh Deo –  Swatntra 

1977 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Gajanan Naik  –  INC 

 Koksara – Rasabihari Behera  –  INC  

 Junagarh – Maheswar Barad  –  INC  

 Bhawanipatna – Dayanidhi Naik  –  INC 

 Narla – Tejraj Majhi   –  INC 

 Kesinga – Nagendranath Choudhry –  Janata  
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1980 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Gajanan Naik  –  INC 

 Koksara – Manmohan Mathur  – INC 

 Junagarh – Maheswar Barad  –  INC 

 Bhawanipatna – Dayanidhi Naik  –  INC 

 Narla – Tejraj Majhi   –  INC 

 Kesinga – Bhupindra Singh  –  INC 

1985 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Jugeram Behera  –  INC 

 Koksara – Rasabihari Behera  –  INC 

 Junagarh – Bikram Keshari Deo  –  Janata 

 Bhawanipatnan – Bhakta Charan Das –  Janata 

 Narla – Kumarmani Sabar   –  INC 

 Kesinga – Bhupindra Singh  –  INC 

1990 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Bharat Bhusan Bemal –  JD 

 Koksara – Surendra Pattjoshi  –  JD 

 Junagarh – Bikram Keshari Deo   BJP 

 Bhawanipatna – Ajit Das  –  JD 

 Narla – Balabhadra Majhi   –  JD  

 Kesinga – Kiran Singh Deo  –  JD 

1995 Election- 

 Dharamgarh – Bira Sipka   –  JD 

 Koksara – Rosni Singh Deo –  JD  

 Junagarh – Bikram Keshari Deo  - BJP 

 Bhawanipatna – Pradipta Kumar Naik –  BJP  

 Narla – Balabhadra Majhi   –  JD 

 Kesinga – Bhupindra Sing   –  INC  

2000 Election- 

 Dharamgarh – Bira Sipka   –  BJD  

 Koksara – Rosni Singh Deo  –  BJD  

 Junagarh – Himansu Sekhar Meher –  BJP  

 Bhawanipatna – Pradipta Kumar Naik –  BJP  

 Narla – Balabhadra Majhi   –  BJD  

 Kesinga – Dhaneswar Majhi –  BJP  
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2004 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Bira Sipka   –  BJD  

 Koksara – Puspendra Singh Deo  –  BJD 

 Junagarh – Himansu Sekhar Meher –  BJP  

 Bhawanipatna – Pradipta Kumar Naik –  BJP  

 Narla – Balabhadra Majhi   –  BJD  

 Kesinga – Dhaneswar Majhi  –  BJP  

2009 Election 

 Dharamgarh – Puspendra Singh Deo –  BJD 

 Lanjigarh – Sibaji Majhi   –  INC  

 Junagarh – Gobardhan Dash  –  INC  

 Bhawanipatna – Dushmanta Naik  –  INC 

 Narla – Bhupendra Singh   –  INC  

2014 Election- 

 Dharamgarh – Puspendra Singh Deo –  BJD 

 Junagarh – Dibya Shankar Mishra  –  BJD  

 Bhawanipatna – Anam Naik  –  BJD  

 Lanjigarh – Balabhadra Majhi  –  BJD  

 Narla – Dhaneswar Majhi   –  BJD   

Rajya Sabha 

Since Independence five persons have been elected to Rajya Sabhain 

at different points of time. They are Bir Keshari Deo (1967-1970and 1970-

76) as Swatantra Party candidate, Dhaneswar Majhi as Janata Dal 

candidate, Man Mohan Mathur (1985-1990) as INC candidate, Basant 

Kumar Das (1992-1996) as Janata Dal candidate and Bhupinder Singh as 

BJD candidate (2014-). 

Eminent Elected Personalities 

Late Pratap Keshari Deo (5.101919 to 8.10.2001) 

He was the last ruling chief of Kalahandi princely state. He ruled from 

1939 till merger of the princely state in Odisha. He established the 

Legislative council and formed a Council of Minister in Kalahandi princely 

state in 1946. This may be treated as beginning of democratic process in the 

district. After independence he joined electoral politics. He was elected to 

Odisha legislative assembly in 1952. He was Member of Parliament from 

1957 till 1980. 
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Late Daynidhi Naik 3.03 1917 to 3.03. 2000) 

He was an active leader fighting for the cause of downtrodden. He 

organized Harijan movement in 1942. He was chairman of Bhawanipatna 

Municipality for two terms. He was member of Odisha Legislative Assembly 

elected in 1951-52 from Junagarh, 1961 from Koksara as Ganatantra 

Parishad candidate, in 1967, 1971 and in 1974 elections from Bhawanipatna 

assembly segment as Swatantra Party candidate and in 1977 and 1980 

election as Indian National Congress party candidate. He was cabinet 

Minister of Odisha in Works and Transport in the 4th Assembly of 1967, in 

the 5th Assembly of 1971 as Excise and Commerce Minister and in the 8th 

Assembly of 1980 he was cabinet Minister in Works. He is well-known for his 

simplicity and honesty. 

Late Maheswar Nayak (1.11.1918 to 23.07. 2002) 

He was the 2nd World war veteran and was also a popular teacher. He 

was elected to the Odisha Assembly from Junagarh Assembly segment for 

two terms in the 1961 and 1967 election. He was a prominent member of 

Ganatantra Parishad and Swatantra Party. He was the first president of 

Bhawanipatna Central Cooperative Bank.  

Late Birkesari Deo 

Late Birkesari Deo was member of Odisha Legislative Assembly 

elected as Ganatantra Parishad Candidate from M.Rampur assembly 

constituency in the 1961 election and was Rajya Sabha member for the term 

1967-70 and 1970 to 76. He was a sports lover and organizer. He was the 

founder of Kalahandi cricket club in Bhawanipatna to popularize Cricket in 

Kalahandi. He was also the Chairman of Bhawanipatna Municipality from 

10.09.1953 to 12.09.1956. 

Rosni Devi 

She is the only woman candidate from Kalahandi elected to Odisha 

Assembly. She was elected to the Odisha Assembly in the 1995 and 2004 

election as Janata Dal and Biju Janata Dal candidate respectively. 

Late Kiran Chandra Singhdeo 

Late Kiran Chandra Singhdeo from M.Rampur was a dynamic leader 

and from his student career he was raising voice against feudalism in the pre 

independence era in Kalahandi. During his school days in Bhawanipatna in 

B. M. High school in the pre independence era he was rusticated from the 

school for his anti feudal activities. He was elected to Odisha Assembly as 

Janata candidate from Kesinga Assembly segment in 1990.  He was 

Minister of State works and Housing and Urban Development.       
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Sri Rasbihari Behera 

Born in 1938 in Mahichala, he came to public service after education. 

He is an organizer, writer and politician in one fold, was the founder 

secretary of leading socio cultural organizations Lekhaka Kala 

Parishad(1962), founder president of Mahavir Sanskrutik Anusthan (1964), 

the secretary of Kalahandi Athletic Association and organized construction of 

Lal Bahadur Shastri Stadium with public participation, was the President of 

Odisha Cricket Association (1986-90), was also treasurer of Odisha Olympic 

Association and vice president of Odisha Volley ball association on different 

occasions,  is the founder and editor of weekly newspaper ―Arji‖ publishing 

regularly since 1999,  is the author of 4 novels, compilation of essays and 

travelogue books. He was felicitated by Odisha Sahitya Academy in 2012. 

He was chairman of Bhawanipatna Municipality (1973-1977). He was 

elected to Assembly from Koksara Assembly segment (1973-1977,1985-

1990) as INC candidate. He was Minister Agriculture, cooperative, and 

Handloom from 1986 to 1989. He was also member of Lok Sabha 

during1980 to 1984, from Kalahandi Parliamentary constituency. 

Sri Jagannath Pattnaik 

He was a popular youth leader. He organized Juba Samaj in 1966 at 

Bhawanipatna to create social awareness and to organize youth force 

inKalahandi, was elected to the Sixth Odisha Assembly in 1974 from 

Nuapada Assembly segment as INC candidate and was deputy Minister of 

Education and Youth Services and in 1976 reshuffle became Minister of 

Finance, Planning, Co-ordination, Mining and Geology, again own in the by-

election in 1997 from the same constituency and became cabinet Minister 

Revenue, Fisheries and Animal Resources Development and Youth 

Services. 

Sri Bhupinder Singh 

Besides being a leading athlete of Odisha, Bhupinder Singh is also a 

leading politician of the district. In the year 1980, 1985 and 1995 elections he 

was elected to Odisha Assembly as INC candidate from Kesinga 

constituency and 2009 election from Narla constituency. He was state 

minister PR, Irrigation, Power in 1986, Irrigation and Power in 1989, Cabinet 

Minister Tourism and Culture, in 1995, Information and Public Relations in 

1998 and in 1999 he was cabinet Minister works, UD, Information and Public 

Relations. In the 2009 to 2014 Assembly he was opposition leader. In the 

year 2014 he was elected to Rajya sabha as BJD candidate.  

Late Manmohan Mathur 

Late Manmohan Mathur was elected as MLA from Koksara Assembly 

constituency as INC candidate in the 1980 election.  He was also elected to 
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Rajyasabha from 1988 to 1994. He was also chairman of Bhawanipatna 

Municipality from 9.03.1979 to 30.07.1983. After his term from Rajyasabha 

he led dedicated social life, active participant in Red Crossactivities and 

active member of Kalahandi Zilla Sanskruti Parishad. 

Late Gajanana Naik 

Late Gajanana Naik was an advocate and dedicated himself for the 

uplift of downtrodden and to create social awareness among them. He was 

elected to Odisha Assembly as NIC candidate from Dharamgarh Assembly 

constituency in the 1977 and 1980 elections. 

Late Bikram Kesari Deo 

Late Bikram kesari Deo was a sports, culture and environment lover. 

He was also an eminent politician for long time. He was elected to the 

Odisha Assembly in 1985 election from Junagarh Assembly segment as 

Janata party candidate and in 1990 and1995 election as BJP candidate. In 

the 12th Loksabaha (1998), 13th Loksabaha (1999), 14th Loksabaha (2004) 

election he was elected in BJP ticket.  .   

Bhakata Charan Das 

He is one of the prominent political leaders of Kalahandi. He was born 

in 1958 at Bhawanipatna and started his political career from Chatra Yuva 

Sangharsha Bahini and became its all India Chairman. Fighting for the socio 

democratic rights of students and deprived class. He was member of Odisha 

Legislative Assembly from 1985-1989 with Janata Dal ticket. He was elected 

to 9th Loksabha (1989) from Kalahandi Parliamentary constituency as 

Janata candidate, in 1996 election to 11
th
Loksabaha as Samata Party 

candidate, in the 15th Loksabaha in the year 2009 as INC candidate. During 

the period 1990 he was Deputy Minister for Sports and Youth affair and 

during 1990-1991, he was state Minister Railways. As state Minister 

Railways, he took initiative for the construction of Lanjigarh- Junagarh 

railways line.  As parliamentarian he visited several countries in Europe, 

Asia, Africa and South America as Member of Parliament delegation. He has 

formed a trust Sachitanada Srikhetra Foundation to create spiritual 

environment and has dedicated his farm land to the trust. 

Dhaneswar Majhi 

Dhaneswar Majhi is a popular tribal leader. From teacher ship he 

jumped to politics.  He was member of Rajyasabha from 3.4.1978 to 

2.4.2984. He is the member of Odisha Assembly from Narla(ST) 

constituency as Swatantra party candidate in 1971-73 and 1974-77, from 

Kesinga constituency as BJP candidate, 2000-2004, 2004-2009 and from 

2009 till date from Narla general  constituency as BJD candidate. 
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Sri Balabhadra Majhi 

Balabhadra Majhi is an important tribal youth leader and was elected to 

Odisha Assembly from Narla(ST) as  Janata Dal candidate in 1995-1995 

and 1995-2000 election and again from Narla Assembly segment in 2000-

2004 and 2004-2009 election as BJD candidate and again in 2014 election 

elected from Lanjigarh ST reserve constituency as BJD candidate. He was 

Minister of state STand SC development and Minority and backward classes 

from2002 to 2004 and again state Minister independent ST, SC 

development from 2004 to 2009. 

Sri Pradip Kumar Naik 

Pradip Kumar Naik was member of Odisha Legislative Assembly as 

BJP candidate in 1995, 2000 and 2004 election from Bhawanipatna (SC) 

constituency. He was minister of state independent Labour and Employment 

in 2004. He was born in 1966 in Nuagaon village. 

Sri Puspendra Singh Deo 

Born on 26.04.1966 at Jayapatna, Puspendra Singh Deo is a leading 

politician. He was elected to Assembly from Koksara in 2004 election, 

Dharamgarh Assembly Constituency in 2009 and in 2014 election he was 

elected from Dharamgarh Assembly Seat as BJD candidate. From 

22.05.2009 he was taken as Minister State (Independent), in different 

portfolio like, Labour and Employment, water resources (Minor Irrigation) 

and now he is Minister of Housing and Urban Development.  

Ajit Kumar Das 

Born in the year 1944 in Bhawanipatna, Ajit kumar Das joined Air Force 

in Radar operating wing in 1966. In the Assembly election of 1990-95 he 

was elected from Bhawanipatna Assembly segment as Janata Dal 

candidate. He is now busy in farming.  

Basanta Kumar Das 

Former Navy official and after retirement he joined in active social 

activities. He was Rajyasabha Member from 1990 to 1996. 

Himansu Sekhar Meher 

Himansu Sekhar Meher was born in 1956 in Chicheguda village. He 

was member of Odisha Legislative Assembly from Junagarh Assembly 

Constituency as BJP candidate in 1995-2000(B), 2000 to 2004 and 2004 to 

2009. He was Minister of state (independent), Labour and Employment 

Department from 06.08.2002- 16.05.2004.  
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Bira Sipka 

Bira Sipka was born in 1956 and hails from Golamunda. As Janata Dal 

candidate he was elected from Dharamgarh Assembly segment from 1995-

2000 and as BJD candidate from 2000-2004 and 2004 to 2009. He is 

dedicated to spread higher education in his locality. 

Pension Holders as Freedom Fighters 

Government of Odisha has honoured 17 persons from Kalahandi as 

Freedom Fighters and provided pension, as per record of PR department. 

These persons are Harihara Naik (Bhawanipatna), Basanta Kumar Bishi 

(Jharkundamal), Krushna Chandra Sabar (Jharkundamal), Chaitanya Panda 

(Bijmara), Khageswar  Khadikar (Boden, Dharamgarh), Purna Naik (Karmel, 

Dangriguda), Dambrudhar Duria (Sunamal), Mukunda Das (Beheraguda, 

Badan), Dhngadamajghi (Jharkundamal), Krutibas Sabar(Jharkundamal), 

Parsuram Sabar (Jharkundamal), Rajendra Dhangadamajhi (Sunamal), 

Dambarudhar Bemal-Beheraguda (Koksara), Niranjan Pradhan (Sujanpur), 

Dasarath Sabar(Kalopala), Arkhit Sunani-(Bhawanipatna), Ratnakar Durga 

(Tipiguda), Partheswar Nayak (Dhaner). Some freedom fighters did not like 

to receive pension. 

Organization 

All the political parties function with the help of their affiliated and sister 

organizationslike students/labour/farmers/employees/teachers wings at the 

district level.  

Some of the organizations play the role of pressure groups. There are 

many pressure group organizations like Harjian Kalyan Samiti, Kalahandi 

Dalit Sena, Bajg Dal, Biswa Hindu Parishad, Hindu Jagaran Samukshya, 

Rastriya Mulnivasi Sangh, Zilla Adivasi Sangh, the All India Mulnivasi 

Bahujan Samaj.Specific caste and religion based organizations are also 

there in district.  

The other organizations who are functioning as a pressure group are 

the Kalahandi Sikshya Vikash Parishad, Bar Association, Labour 

Associations, Teachers Associations, Kalahandi Nirman Sena, Kalahandi 

Kranti Bahini, Kalahandi Merchant Association, Swadesh Jagaran Manch, 

Green Kalahandi, Krushakwing of different parties, Kalahandi Agricultural 

Workers Welfare Association, Auto Drivers Association, Citizen Forum, Loka 

Adhikar Samukshya, Kalahandi Sangharsh Samiti, Samajabadi Jana 

Parishad, Amalatantra Association, Journalist Association, Niyamigir 

Surkshya Samiti, Riskshaw Puller Association, Private Bus Owners 

Association, Kalahandi Truck Owners Association, Kalahandi Tractor 

Owners Association and Anganwadi Worker Association, Sarpanch 

Association, Asha Karmi Association, Kalahandi Gana Parishad, Biu 

Pattnaik Foundation Trust etc.  
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Voluntary Organizations  

Voluntary service at individual level and with state patronage was 

glaring during pre independent period in Kalahandi.  

The then Maharaja Brajamohan Deo established Wheeler‘s club in 

1925, which was converted as Bhawanipatna Municipality club and Library in 

1966 and subsequently is being used as Municipality office. Krushna 

Chandra Club was established in 1926 at Jaipatna by the Zamindar 

Umasankar Deo and Chandramani Natya Sanstha was established at 

M.Rampur in 1923 at M.Rampur by the then Zamindar Durga Madhab Singh 

Deo. These organizations were set up by the patronage of King and 

zamindarsto encourage literary activities, performing art, library and different 

indoor games.One such personality was Late Loknath Panda from 

Charbahal. During 1932 to 1935 he was perusing his higher education at 

Calcuttaa and he came in contact with great social reformist Ram Mohan 

Ray. Being impressed by him he came back to Kalahandi and led a very 

simple life at his village Charbahal. He wanted to bring reform in child 

marriage, widow marriage and was against casteism. Under his leadership 

during 1936, started Krupasindhu Natyasangha and a good library at 

Charbahal. He was pioneer in brining caste and social harmony. Late 

Laxman Behera was another reformer from Mundraguda village. He needs 

to be named for social reform activities and Harijan movement. Late Suesh 

Chandra Beheraof Mahichala, Late Rajkishore Panda of Dharamgarh-

Kasibahal, late Sankar Prasad Panda of Charbahal and many others created 

social awareness against feudalism, supported Bidhaba bibaha, equality in 

caste and other social problems. The Akhiala Chandra Club of Mahichala 

was established in 1955 to encourage literary activities and performing art. 

This club organized several dramas and had a small library. 

In 1960, one Billing Whitcom, a missionary of American evangelical 

mission of USA came to Bhawanipatna. He started the work in the name of 

Rural life programme supported by M.P, Orissa Church council. This 

organization worked in villages of Kesinga Block in the field of agriculture 

and food for work programme.  

During this period Dokridevi Natya Parishad at Rapjur and Mahavir 

Sanshritik Anusthan at Bhawanipatna were founded consecutively in 1962 

and 1964. These organizations concentrated in cultural and literacy activity. 

During 1969 Kalahandi Yuva Samaj, an apolitical organization was formed, 

headed by Mr Jagannath Pattnaik. It gave a spark among the youths of 

Bhawanipatna and Kalahandi against corruption, and sensitized youth mass. 

Neheru Yuva Kendra (NYK) under the ministry of Youth affairs, 

Government of India opened its office at Bhawanipatna on 05.11.76. The 

main moto of the organization was to create Youth institutions in rural areas 

(like Yuvak Sangha, Mahila Mandal etc) to promote sports and culture in 

rural areas as well to as to mainstream them with other developmental 

activities. The youths were guided to form Yuvak Sangha and take up the 

activities like sports, digging tank through Shramadan, Plantation activities 
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and preserving the village forests. Some Yuvak Sanghs got grants from NYK 

for these activities and to create social awareness activities. Youth 

leadership development, creating library in the villages, developing intellect, 

organizing national and state level integration camps are the major 

programmes of NYK. It is due to the contribution of NYK that large number 

of youth clubs and Mahila mandals have been formed in the district. At 

present 1176 Yuvak Sangha are affiliated to NYK. Rural Youths could get 

exposure to outside state, understanding the culture traditions, languages 

and other activities by mixing with intrastate youths in national integration 

camps. These programmes generate creativity among rural semiliterate 

youths.  

From 1980-81 registrations of voluntary organizations, Yuvak Sanghas 

etc. the power of registration was delegated to the ADM (G)in response to 

the letter of IG, Registration Orissa, Cuttack. This encouraged the process of 

registration and new organizations in the district under Society Registration 

Act arecreated. Some voluntary organizations were also registered under 

Trust Act. This is also the time where NGOs from outside came to Kalahandi 

and started working. Most of the organizations are of the nature of Yubak 

Sangh, Mahila Samiti etc. and some of these registered are also NGOs but 

their number is limited. One Nehru Seva Sangha from Banpur came and 

started an orphanage. They were also engaged on programmes like food for 

work in drought affected areas. During 1983-84 a spirited professional group 

from OXFAM formed one NGO named Friends Association for Rural 

Reconstruction (FARR). They started working in one of the KKDA Block i.e 

Lanjigarh among the tribals. 

Kalahandi Zilla Saksharata Samiti was registered on 1992 and started 

total literacy campaign in the entire district. This is the period when there 

was euphoria of voluntarism all over the district. People were sensitized to 

read and write, keep village clean, take up shramadan, built up village level 

organisatin and take up plantation in massive scale. During this period 

historic shramadan programme for one and half month period was organized 

at Ghodaghat Bhawanipatna. A large no of NGOs, Yuvak Sangha, 

associations, religious institutions, Government employees, labour union 

from all over the district came and participated. A symbol of voluntary 

spiritwas exhibited. Literacy campaign has a greater contribution in creating 

institutions. Yuvak Sanghas and their registration in the district brought Dist. 

Administration and people closer.  

During 90‘s many young educated youth came forward and registered 

voluntary organizations to work for the needy. Their overall objective was to 

make people literate and to bring overall socio economical change.  

In the mean while NGOs like Sahavagi Vikas Abhiyan, Parivartan, 

Dapta, Sebajagat, Janasahajya, Antodaya, Aware, Janakalyan Sanstha, 

Jwat started their operation in the district. 

Under the initiative of newly formed NGOs along with some selected 

Yuvak Sanghas formed a forum at district level named Kalahandi 
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Swachhaseva Sanghatan in 1993. During 1994-95 they got support from 

Centre for Development Research and Training (CANDERET). Two 

numbers of literate Vikash Sathis from each villages were given residential 

training for 90 days. Training was on the concept of development, rural 

infrastructure, Government schemes, grass root level governance system, 

protection and preservation of Gramya Forests, organization building at 

village level, formation of self help group, developing grain banks, thrift and 

credit activities, prohibition etc. they were also trained on micro planning of 

villages. 

Support of CENDERET to Kalahandi Swechha Sevi Sanghatan 

continued till 1999 and in between many rural youths were trained on rural 

development, and community empowerment. 

1995 onwards more numbers of NGOs were active in kalahandi in rural 

development and livelihood with the support of foreign funding. Agencies like 

OXFAM, Action Aid, IGSSS, CASA, Concern Worldwide and among other 

agencies supported NGOs to work in Kalahandi. Organisation like World 

Vision, Lutheran World Service, Gram Vikas and in recent years Pradan, 

Harsa Trust, CARE India are working on livelihood issues. NGOs started 

working on agriculture, education, health, community mobilization, thrift and 

credit activities, sanitation and skill building activities. 

Gram Vikash has established two mini hydro electricity power plants at 

Karlapat and Permanji in Thuamul Rampur Block. These plants are being 

managed by the village committee and villagers enjoy electricity in their 

home. Twenty-four hours water supply to twenty villages could be possible 

by NGO initiatives in Th. Rampur Block. 

Many organizations devoted themselves in cultural activities like 

staging dramas, plays etc. These have impressed people not only in Odisha 

but also outside the state. This has helped in promoting creativity and 

innovations inculcating new ideas promoting whichin Kalahandi district has 

encouraged youth of Kalahandi. Besides the language, culture, social 

practices, festivals, folk songs and folk dance of Kalahandi have reached to 

new dimension and have made popular outside. The organizations devoted 

in these areas are Lekhak Kala Parishad, Mahavir Sanskutik Anusthan, 

Mahuri Foundation, PRATIBHA of Bhawanipatna, PARAJA from T.Rampur, 

Brundaban Sanskrutik Anusthan, Kesinga, District Council of Culture, 

Bhawanipatna, Budha Raja Sanskrutik Anusthan, Aampani and many 

others. 

Some NGOs have specialized in keeping abandoned child and 

nourishing them. Among them the leading Organisations are Jasodhara 

Ashram, Dharamgarh, and Neheru Seba Sangha, Bhawanipatna. 

Some NGOs have specialized in agricultural activities and Agriculture 

related livelihood programmees. Two such leading organizations are 

Sahavagi Vikas Abhiyan and Kartavya. They are promoting SRI method of 

paddy cultivation, horticulture and vegetable cultivation in scientific way,  
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developing skill of the farmers on seed production, promoting traditional 

means of Agricultural technology, disseminating scientific knowledge and 

reaching these to the door step of farmers in their project areas andcreating 

knowledge bank. Other such organizations are Ram Krishna Ashram, 

M.Rampur and Lok Yojana, Golamunda Block. Two more organization 

namely Jana Kalyan Sanstha and Seba Jagat are engaged in empowering 

women in agriculture. Women are made skilled and trained in agriculture 

operational activities for higher production. Besides, they are constructing 

diversion based irrigation (DBI) Structure in tribal areas and supplying water 

through gravitational force and irrigating hundreds of acres of land. JKS and 

Sebajagat are also instrumental in implementation of Forest Right Act (FRA), 

helping the tribals to apply for land both on individual and community basis. 

With the funding of child fund, India in 44 villages under Golamunda and 

Dharamgarh Blocks,Sebajagat and Kartabya are doing child centric 

development activities giving thrust on child right and child health, child 

participation and child education. Jana Kalyan Sanstha was also working on 

Child Rights andorganizing children clubs at village level. Children are 

empowered in controlling dropouts in schools through motivating working 

children and putting them in schools.  

With joint venture of NGO SebaJagat and District Administration a pilot 

project ―Samadhan‖ an online grievance redressal mechanism is operating 

in the District Headquarters Bhawanipatna since 2014. It is supported by 

VSO, India and Scottish Government So far by September 2015, 1700 

cases of grievances have been registered online, out of which 950 cases 

have already been resolved.  

Some organizations like Vision, Carada, Asha, Sewa are engaged in 

conducting training programmes of Asha karmies, Anganwadi Workers and 

Skill development programme of rural youths. NGOs like Jks, Sebajagat, 

Vision, Carada, Asha, Janaseva Swasthya samiti, Paribartan, Dapta and 

many others now engaged in sanitation programme under Swachha Bharat 

Mission. 

Official figures state that from 1980 January till August 2015, 4442 

organizations have been registered under Society Registration Act. This 

number is 3889 (1980-2008), 4442 (1980-2008), 151(2009-10), 73(2011), 

37(2012), 269 (2013-14), 33 (2015).  

Newspaper and Periodicals  

No daily newspaper is being published from Kalahandi district. The well 

known Odia dailies from Bhubaneswar (through Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur 

and Redakhol edition) are in circulation in the district. The daily Odia papers 

in circulation are Sambad, Samaj, Dharatri, Prameya, Odisha Bhaskar, 

Samaya etc. Among English daily Newspapers New Indian Express, Times 

of India, Telegraph, Pioneer and Statesmen are popular among English 

knowing readers. Among Hindi papers Naba Bharat Times and Dainik 

Bhaskar are widely read by Hindi speaking people.  
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The periodicals published in the district are very few in number and the 

circulation is also limited within the district. In the pre-independent period, 

the Kalahandi Patrika edited by Kedarnath Mohapatra and Mahendra 

Pattnaik was very popular among literate mass. It was published from 

Bhawanipatna by state patronage. One monthly magazine Dabanala edited 

by Parsuram Mund and published from Bhawanipatnain 1957 could not 

survive for long. Biplabi a weekly in Odia was published from Kesinga from 

1974. It was edited by Jatin Das and continued till 1976 when it was banned 

during the emergency. Aranya Nagara edited by Basant Kumar Das, 

Chadaka and Matamat edited by Krushna Chandra Joshi, Dibi Dibi weekly 

editedby Gangadhar Hota and Bharat Bhusan Thakur, Dibdibi daily which 

ran for short period was edited by Bharat Bhuasn Thakur, Kalahandi 

Sambad and Masiha edited by Sunil Chandra Nayak, Kalahandi Halchal 

edited by Bikash Chandra Padhi and Sanjiv Joshi, Sabdha Brahma and KBK 

Reflex edited by Sashi Sekhar Chand, Arji edited by Rasbihari Behera, 

Kalahandi Express edited by Pramod Khamari, Sangharsa edited by Bindu 

Nayak, Samachar Surabhi edited by Niroj Pattnaik, Phatadhol edited by 

Dushmanta Kumar Naik, Abhyutthanam edited by Bhawani Shankar Nial 

and Capt. Dibya Shankar Mishra, Bande Kalahandi edited by Bhawani 

Shankar Nial, Tarjama edited by Md. Ali, Singhanada edited by Hemanta 

Naik, Indrabati Express edited by Bigna Raj Panda, Surya (monthly) edited 

Munir Biswabandhu and Bhawani Shankar Nial, Bhumika edited by Kirtan 

Naik, Bhawanipatna Today edited by Reheman Ali, Intellectual edited by 

Santosh Kumar Acharya, Bhumiputra and Agnibarsha edited by Himamshu 

Tripathy, Chamak edited by Jyoti Ranjan Pattnaik, Andolana edited by Sarat 

Kumar Nial, Jana Andolana edited by Rajanikant Mishra. Among these 

weekly, fortnightly and monthly news papers Arji, Masiha, Sangharsha, 

Samachar Suravi, Tarjama (all weekly), Fatadhol fortnightly, and Bande 

Kalahandi monthly are in publication now. For different reasons other papers 

are either closed or discontinued or irregular.   

Periodicals and Magazines 

The Kalinga Historical Research Journal jointly patronized by Maharaja 

P.K. Deo of Kalahandi and Maharaja R.N. Singh Deo of Balangir was started 

in 1945 and continued till merger of the princely states. It was edited by 

historian Purna Chandra Rath and Kedarnath Mohapatra. From April 1945 

till merger of the princely state Kalahandi in Odisha, the Kalahandi Patrika 

was published from Bhawanipatna with state patronage. It was edited by 

Kedarnath Mohapatra and Mahendra Pattnaik and was very much popular 

among literate mass.   

In 1960 monthly literary magazine Sagar was edited by Rasbihari 

Behera, Pancha Pakhuda edited by Jayanta Kumar Behera, Golap edited by 

Munir Biswa Bandhu, Girijhara the literary magazine of Mahavir Sanskrutik 

Anusthan (MSA), Phalgu edited by Tapan Kumar Rath, Pachima edited by 

Pramod Kumar Panda, Nirmata edited by Sukanta Kumar Sahu, Mahuri 

edited by Bhawani Shankar Nial, Somya edited by Senapati Pradyuman 

Kumar, Nila Patra edited by Khirasindhu Bhoi, Bilei Nani edited by 
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Nainchand Agrawal, Chaiti Chadei edited  by Srinibash Behera, Sahitya 

Katha edited by Sakit Rate, Nua Muha edited by Kulamani Sahu, Bhima 

edited by Medinidhar Jain, Kalpita the journal of Kalahandi Lekhika Sangh, 

Subhadra Kshetra by Divine Life society, Om tat sat by Jaya Jagannath 

Ashram, Turchi,M.Rampur. Out of these periodicals and Magazines 

Girijhara, Mahuri, Chaiti Chadei, Sahitya Katha, Bhima, Kalpita 

andSubhadra Kshetra,Om tat sat are in continuancetill September 2015.   

Apart from this, different organizations and educational institutions are 

bringing out journals and souvenirs from time to time. The District Council of 

Culture, Kalahandi is publishing its annual souvenir-Kala Jharan since 1997 

highlighting the socio economic, environment and cultural heritage of 

Kalahandi. Nishan is another collection of poemsreleased by District Council 

of Culture, Kalahandi each year. Kantaraka, the annual journal of 

Government Autonomous College, Bhawanipatna, Kala Darpana the news 

letter of Kalahandi Zilla Kala Sanskruti Sangh (ZKSS), Adibarta the news 

letter of NGO Seba Jagat,Nichhak the annual Magazine of Kesinga 

Mahavidyalaya, Muhana the magazine of Karlapada College, Sabdarupa the 

magazine of Dharamgarh College, Taruna the annual magazine of BM High 

School, Bhawanipatna, Tamoghna the annual magazine of Saraswati Bidya 

Mandir (Braja Vihar), Sharbani the annual magazine of Manikeswari High 

School, Paraja the annural magazine of Subham, Kalahandi Renaissance( a 

research Journal) of Government Autonomous College, Bhawanipatna, 

Mahichala Smaranika, Gramya Bikash Samachar the bulletin of Rama 

Krushna Ashram, M.Rampur, Diptisudha the annual magazine of Sabakhia 

Sahitya Sansad are among different magazines and journals published by 

different organizations.Almost all colleges and schools are publishing their 

magazines annually. 
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CHAPTER-XV  

PLACES OF INTEREST AND TOURISM 

Kalahandi is the cradle of civilization. It is recognized as repository of 

art and culture right from dawn of history. Kalahandi, which means the 

container of art, has a rich legacy in the field of art, sculpture, architecture, 

literature, song, dance and music. Glimpses of human activities in the pre 

historic cave painting at Gudhandi, coupled with Paleolithic- Mesolithic stone 

tools in different parts of the district speak volumes about evolution of human 

life here. In the Neolithic and post Neolithic period many significant urban 

centres thrived in the bank of Tel river and its tributaries as political hubs and 

trading centers. There are several rich archeological sites and temples in the 

district with interesting antiquities which speak of the grandeur of the past. It 

is also blessed with modern day‘s monuments like Indravati Project. 

Because of its location in the Eastern Ghats, Kalahandi is a treasure 

house of natural beauties. Blessed with lofty peaks, rich vegetation, rare 

flora and fauna, beautiful valleys, perennial streams and rivers dotted with 

cascades, Kalahandi is a paradise for nature lovers. To add to this, 

Kalahandi is also blessed with the habitation of different tribal communities 

like Kondh, Bhatra, Gond, Parja, Sabar and Banjara. They have retained 

their heritage. Their tradition, belief and philosophy of life are unique. 

Kalahandi is rich in handicrafts which also speak aloud of the artistry and 

creativity of people. 

Amath 

Amath is a small village located in the junction of NH-26 and NH-59   in 

the bank of Tel River. In the right side of the NH-26 (in the right bank of Tel 

River) Bajragada mountain is strategically located in the ancient salt route 

running between Madhya Bharat and Kalinga. It is 49 Kilometers from 

Bhawanipatna in Kalahandi- Bolangir district border. Ruins of pre medieval 

period fortified settlement in the shape of several mounds, remaining of a 

Shiva temple, a two handed Ganesh statue, potteries and other antiquities 

are found. Two inscriptions of medieval period chiseled on two pillars found 

from this location have been housed in the Manikyapuri museum of 

Bhawanipatna. Epigraphists assigned these inscriptions to 8
th
-9

th
 century 

CE, on paleographical ground. 

Due to its proximity to Amath village this place is known as Amath 

gada. However as it is located in the foothill of Bajragada Mountain.Scholars 

believe that the original name of the fort was Bajragada but with the passage 

of time after it was ruined and was named after the nearest modern village 

Amath. The hydraulic system of this fortified settlement area is amazing. The 

fort area is located spreading over in the foothill of Bajragada Mountain on 



423 
 

an elevation of about 20 meters from the Tel River in its right bank. It is 

amazing how the water from the river was lifted to such high level to meet 

the need of the then settlement. J.D.Beglar visited the spot in 1875-76 and 

recorded in his report that, ―A few miles above (of Belkhandi) and on the 

same side of the river (Tel), is the small village Amath (Omat of the map), 

situated romantically in the semi- circular gorge of a small hill. This village 

must once have been a place of considerable importance, as it is full of ruins 

of brick temples, some picked out of stone. The temples appeared to have 

been mostly small once, and as not single one or a segment of one is now 

standing, nothing but excavation is likely to lead to any discoveries.‖ 

Tourists can get nice location for picnic in the romantically located 

banks of Tel River, can enjoy boating and trekking to the ruins of the 

archeological site in the foothill of Bajragada Mountain. Kesinga is the 

nearest town, 20 kms from the spot having railway station and hotels with 

amenities. Tourists also can stay in Bhawanipatna, 49 kms from the spot, 

having several big and small hotels, circuit house and Inspection bungalow 

of PWD and Irrigation Department. 

Ampani 

Ampani is an important place on NH-26 at a distance of 77 Kms from 

Bhawanipatna. It is located in Kalahandi and Nawrangpur border on the 

foothill of Ampani ghati. It is famous for the temple of deity Budharaja. After 

the Kumar purnima, the annual festival of Budharaja is held known as 

Dasahara yatra of Budharaja. Particularly it is an important festival of Bhatra 

tribe. During the festival thousands of devotes from Kalahandi and 

neighboring districts participate. It is an occasion to showcase the rich folk 

dances and culture of Kalahandi. The picturesque Ampani hills and the 

Ampani ghat road present a panorama of nature. There is a revenue rest 

shed to house the visitors. 

Asurgarh 

Asurgarh is situated in 83.83‘E and 20.34‘ N under Narla police station. 

It is 5 Kms from Narla and 30 Kms from Bhawanipatna. It is famous for the 

ruins of historical Asurgarh fort. It is an ancient metropolis of India. The 

remains of the ruin speak of its rich heritage from Neolithic period to 5
th
 

century CE. The Asurgarh fort consists of main fort and exterior fortification. 

The main fort in original shape was rectangular covering 60 acres. The 

rampart still exists with about 4 meters wide and 20 meters height with 4 

gates in east, west, North and south direction. The walls are made of stone, 

rubbles, mud and dressed by brick making the wall strong. The fort is 

encircled by a deep moat. River Sandol flows in the outskirt of the fort 

creating western boundary of the main fort and natural barrier in that 

direction. In the eastern direction, there is an oval shaped mammoth lake of 
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80.9374 hectors in area and linked with the moat. Here highly skilled 

hydraulic technology was applied. Two Stone embankments (barrage) over 

River Sandol were constructed to supply water to the moats of the fort, to 

supply water to the townships and to flood the township of the fort to evade 

in the event of enemy invasion. It speaks highly of the rich hydraulic 

techniques of the bygone era.  Besides the main fort there is also exterior 

fortification of rubble and mud touching Mandel, Bilat, Pujipadar and 

Lakhguda villages. It is believed that the interior portion of the outer wall was 

resided by artisans, traders and farmers whereas the main fort was housing 

the royal family and 

priests. Clusters of early 

settlement and urban 

center have also been 

explored in the villages 

Bhimkella, Pipalpadar, 

Mandel, Pujipadar, 

Lakhguda, Bilat,and  

Deheli located in the 

vicinity of Asurgarh fort 

are believed to be part 

of the Asurgarh 

Metropolis.  

 

 

The trial excavation by Department of Culture of Odisha Government 

and History Department of Sambalpur University in 1973 brought to light 

antiquities of the period of 3
rd

 century BCE to 5
th
 century CE. During the 

excavation horde of punch marked silver coins pre Maurya, Maurya and post 

Maurya period and coins made of copperand allied metals were unearthed. 

Ruins of brick made building foundation, tiles, iron made house hold objects 

and weapons, potteries of black and red ware, northern Bengal polish ware, 

black polished ware, copper bowl, agate bowl, pieces of chunar sand stone 

with Ashokan polish, Muller, terracotta  figure of mother deity and animals, 

household and religious purpose items, silver ornaments, bangles, amulets 

etc. are found. Large numbers of polished beads of semi precious stones 

including itched beads of different designs also found.  During this 

excavation the ruins of a circular brick temple of 40 feet diameter believed to 

be the place of worship of deity Stambeswari with different articles used for 

puja purpose were unearthed. Historian Late Nabin Chandra Sahu believed 

it to be the oldest Sakti temples of Odisha discovered so far. Later from the 

vicinity of Asurgarh at Pipalpadar copper plates of Raja Nandaraj deva and 

earlier the copper plate of Raja Tustikar from Teresingha in the bank of Tel 
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River were discovered. These are dated 4
th
 century CE and are the oldest 

copper plate discovered so far in Odisha. These copper plates are housed in 

the state museum at Bhubaneswar. The Teresingha copper plate of Raja 

Tustikara revealed that he issued the charter from Parvata dwara and he 

was the worshipper of sthambeswari .Scholars believe the location of 

Parvata dwara to be at Asurgarh. 

The Archeological Survey of India has declared Asurgarh as protected 

monument. The nearest railway station is Narla road station located 4 kms 

from the spot and Bhawanipatna station is 30 kms from this destination. 

Visitors can stay in hotels, circuit house and IB of PWD and irrigation 

department at Bhawanipatna and reach this spot by private car, hired taxi 

and auto rickshaw.  

Balangi 

To reach Balangi village one have to go to Badchatrang village 13km 

from Thuamul Rampur having all weather road and from there 4 kms by foot. 

There is an excellent waterfall of about 250 feet in height on Chanchangada 

stream surrounded by dense forest. Words are inadequate to express the 

beauty of this spot. The beauty of nature is enchanting both during dawn and 

dusk. 

Balisara 

Balisara is a remote village under Thuamul Rampur Block about 60 

kms from Bhawanipatna. It is famous for Terracotta items. The artisans are 

producing the products in common worksheds. 

Belkhandi 

Belkhandi or Rajapadar is an important medieval period archeological 

and religious site of Shiva and Sakti worship located in the confluence of Tel 

and Utei rivers. It is 67 kms from Bhawanipatna and 32 kms from Kesinga. It 

can be approached from Bhawanipatna, M. Rampur and Kesinga.This site 

was visited by J.D. Beglar in 1874-75 and 1875- 76 who has given a detailed 

note on the extensive ruins of this archeological site. In 1946 the Durbar 

administration of erstwhile princely state of Kalahandi through the historian 

Kedarnath Mohapatra undertook excavation of the site which brought to light 

the ruins of temple complex and among different sculptures unearth the 

images of Sapta Matruka, Uma Moheswar of different periods from 7
th
-8

th
 

century CE to 11
th
- 12

th
century CE, stone inscriptions, ornamental stone 

carvings are note worthy. The ruins of this temple complex have been 

preserved in a museum in the temple campus. Some of the important 

sculptures like Uma Moheswar and other antiquities are also preserved in 

the Manikyapuri museum of Bhawanipatna.  The Uma Moheswar and Sapta-

Matruka figures, though broken due to vagaries of nature are however 
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specimen of plastic art of classical tradition depicted in stone. A stone slab 

with 3 line short inscription also brought from Belkhandi and kept in 

Manikyapuri museum. Paleographically this inscription is dated to circa 8
th

 

century CE. 

The present Dhabaleswar temple consisting of Vimana and Jgamohana 

and Chandi temple at Belkhandi were built over the dilapidated temple and 

the ruins of old temples, during the last part of 19
th
 century. The annual 

Shivaratri festival of Lord Dhabaleswar attracts large numbers of devotees. It 

is also an ideal site for outing and boating. Lovers of archeological lovers 

can devote good time in this spot. The nearby other archeological sites are 

Talbhainra (Talbhramaraka), Bindhani, Rinja and Teresingha which can be 

visited in one package. 

Bhawanipatna 

Bhawanipatna is the district headquarters town of Kalahandi district and 

was the capital of former princely state ruling over Kalahandi. This town is 

nomenclature after its presiding deity Bhawanishankar. Bhawanipatna 

Municipality It is having population of 69,045 as per 2011 census and 

considering the depending villages adjacent to it the population is more than 

one Lakh and there is good number of floating population each day. There 

are 20 wards in this Municipality.  It is a growing trading center and gradually 

emerging as education hub of the locality. It is well connected from state 

headquarters and other districts by road communication and Railway link. 

NH-26 is passing through the town. A railways station was set up in 2012 

here. 

There are several heritage buildings constructed during the rule of the 

princely state during early 20th century through the state engineering 

department. The ex-rulers palace is having imposing look with the clock 

tower in the east side, the Sabha Mandap with park and fountains in the 

front to the North and the magnificent Manikeswari temple in the west side of 

the palace. This palace was constructed in 1935 during the tenure of 

Maharaja Brajamohan Deo, adding to the old palace constructed during the 

rule of Uditpratap Deo. The Collectorate is a fine architectural specimen 

around a spacious quadrangle. Earlier during the pre independence period it 

was the secretariat of the princely state. The doom of the building is 

imposing. It was constructed between 1935 and 1942.  Other buildings with 

architectural beauty are B.M High School built in the year 1936(This High 

school was set up in the year 1916), Government Hospital and Birakesari 

Bhawan (Formerly the state Guest House) built in the year 1935, the district 

Jail constructed in the year 1936, the X Ray building (now the CDMO office) 

constructed in the year 1946, the wheelers club constructed in the year 1925 

(Formerly the state Library and now the office of Bhawanipatna Municipality) 
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to name a few. These monumental structures were constructed during the 

tenure of Maharaja BrajaMohan Deo and Pratap kesari Deo through the 

state engineering department. The town having many water bodies like 

Ashasagar, Puruswatam Sagar, Ramsagar, Darpan Sagar, Nuabandh etc. 

Ashasagar was constructed by the 28
th
 king of the Naga dynasty Uditpratap 

Deo in the name of his queen Ashakumari Devi. 

 

The town contains many temples from 19
th
 century to modern days. 

The important temples constructed during the rule of the princely state are 

Manikeswari temple, Gopinath temple located inside the palace, Dakhina 

Kali temple, Ramswami temple, Balajai temple, Madanmohan temple, 

Bhandeswar, Bhawanishankar, Jagannath and Tarini. Important temples 

constructed after independence of India are Jaleswar, Radhakrushna and 

Durga temple. To state specifically the Tarini temple is located over a small 

hillock in the eastern direction of the town. There are stairs as well as a road 

to reach the temple. There is an attempt by Government and public to 

convert it as tourist spot along with Jaleswar temple. One can have 

panorama of the town and the hill ranges from the top of Tarini temple. 
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Large number of devotees visits Manikeswari, Dakhina Kali, Ramswami and 

Bhawanishankar throughout the year. The Durga temple set up in Gandhi 

chowk and the Siridi Sai temple constructed in Beheraguda in 2015 are 

architectural beauties.  

The most important function of Manikeswari held here is Saradiya 

Mahastami, Mahanabami and Dushahara. The Chattar yatra of deity 

Manikeswari held in the morning of Maha Nabami attracts large numbers of 

visitors. After Sandhi puja of Mahastami night the traditional Chattar of 

Manikeswari is taken to Jena khal in the out skirt of the town in secrecy. In 

the early hours of Mahanavami after secret rituals there, the Chattar makes 

its return journey to the temple covering a distance of about 3 kms, 

accompanied by Jenabadya, Ghanta, Nishan and Ghumura. The chorus 

creates a sense of awe and wonder to the lakhs of devotees who 

congregate from different parts of the state and from neighboring states. The 

Lakha bindha festival of the deity is held on Bjaya Dasami. During this 

festival period Bhawanipatna town takes festive mood and is crowded by the 

visitors.  

 

Bhawanipatna town is gradually emerging as an education hub. There 

are several primary, secondary schools and Institutions of skilled and Higher 

educations run by Government and private organizations (Refer chapter XII 

for details,).  The town is having a centrally located stadium named Lal 

Bahadur Sastri stadium covering an area of 7.780 acres having facilities for 

different games like foot ball, cricket, volley ball and sports. There is one 

gymnasium cum indoor hall set up in the year 1996. However this indoor 
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gymnasium is used as indoor Badminton court. There is a Sports complex 

with sports hostel with multi gym facilities, 8 lane 400 meter athletics track, 

foot ball field, basket ball and Tennis court. It is covering an area of 14.5 

acres in the foot hill of Kusha danger commissioned in the year 2013. The 

town having a beautiful park (Gandhi Park) run by Bhawanipatna 

Municipality and in the out skirt of the town near Beheraguda in 

Bhawanipatna- Th. Rampur road there is Bhagirathi Park set up and run by 

a private party.  For technical extension to farmers Krushi Vigyan Kendra 

has been set up in the town. The town was having a diary farm set in the by 

the erstwhile princely state in the year 1946. It was converted into a Bull 

station, Frozen Semen Centre and Liquid Nitrogen plant to take up artificial 

insemination in large scale. However later; this complex was closed by 

Government 

Bhawanipatna town is having a radio station and a Doordarshan 

Kendra. The AIR Bhawanipatna is having 2x100 KW transmitter with 122 

meter height mast with the transmitter located at Belamal and the office 

complex and studio are located at Naktiguda of Bhawanipatna. The 

Doordarshan Kendra having a high power (10 KW) TV transmitter with 

programmes generating capacity and the studio is located in Naktiguda of 

Bhawanipatna. 

The is Manikyapuri museum managed by the Culture Department 

houses antiquities from prehistoric period till medieval period. Stone 

inscriptions of medieval period recovered from archeological sites of  

Belkhandi and Amath and the Copper plate grants of Rastrakuta king 

Dhakarisara deva and the Copper plate grant of Bhanuraja of unknown 

dynasty and epigraphically  assigned to 8
th
 century CE found from 

Teresingha have also been exhibited here giving it importance. 

For the specialized care and services to persons with physical disability 

there is a District Disability Rehabilitation centre run by department of Social 

security and empowerment Govt of Odisha since 2003. It is operated in a 

two storied building in the campus of the collectorate. 

There is circuit House, PWD inspection bungalow, Irrigation inspection 

bungalow, private hotels and Dharamsals to cater to the need of visitors. 

Bhawanipatna is having the court of District and session‘s judge, the 

vigilance court and other sub ordinate courts. 

Bhimkella 

It is located in the outskirt of Narla Asurgarh. A well carved Bishnu 

image in a piece of stone of the period of 5
th
 century CE is the major 

attraction of Bhimkella. Ruins of brick structure, potteries, terracotta and 

beads of semi precious gem stones and other antiquities are found from 

here.   
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Budhigarh 

Budhigarh is an important archeological site, located in the left bank of 

Raul River near Madanpur. It is 74 kilometers from Bhawanipatna. 

Budhigarh is a rich archaeological site already evaluated by surface findings 

by scholars as early historic urban centre in the Tel river Valley.   Budhigarh 

is believed to be a thriving industrial and commercial hub located on the Salt 

Route leading from Madhya bharat to Kalinga via Atavi-Kantara  

(Mahakantara). The Archeological ruins are believed to be of the period of 

3
rd

 century BCE to 6
th
/7

th
Century CE. 

Its material remains traced from the surface earlier consisted of 

terracotta of human beings and animals, ornaments, potteries like knobbed 

ware, roulette ware, and the northern black polish ware, besides black – and 

– red ware, red ware, red slipped ware, black slipped ware and grey ware, 

etc and punch marked silver coin and a gold coin,semi precious stone 

beads, pendants, clay beads, bead moulds, iron and copper objects, stone 

bowl, saddle quern, celt, ring stones etc. From this site from the surface 

earlier four Jasper seals- cum - pendants having bilingual script – Kharosti – 

Brahmi on one seal, which has been already deciphered as Janadhapeta or 

Yajyan Sthapayata or founder of sacrifice by epigraphists, were also found. 

A brick wall with brick flooring hasalso been unearthed.Budhigarh is believed 

to be a thriving industrial and commercial hub located on the Salt Route 

leading from Madhyabharat to Kalinga via Atavi – Kantara (Mahakantara). 

Chicheguda 

Chicheguda village under Junagarh Block is famous for handloom units 

particularly for Habaspuri Saree. It is famous for both Cotton and silk fabrics. 

The Habaspuri Saree having motifs drawn from the geometrical designs 

found in the door and a wall of tribal houses was initiated in Habaspur 

village. But it was developed by the master weavers of Chicheguda. 

Choriagarh 

It is famous for the ruins of a Shiva temple of medieval period. From a 

Neolithic pit burial early human skull was discovered from here. A teeth of 

early man recovered from this pit has been exhibited in the Manikyapuri 

museum of Bhawanipatna. There a big water body of medieval period known 

as Chorigarh Sagar/Ramsagar is there. On the ruins of an old Shiva temple 

the new temple of Kaleswar Mahadev has been constructed. Among other 

antiquities the image of Bhairava and 4 handed Durga is important. 

Dadpur 

Well connected Dadpur is 15 kms from Bhawanipatna and 3 kms from 

Pastikudi in NH-26. It is an important historical as well as archeological site. 
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The Nilakanteswar Shiva temple and ruined antiquities found from there are 

assigned to the period of 12th to 13
th
 century CE. This temple is a rekha 

temple with stone structure having ground plan consisting 2 squares placed 

diagonally and intersecting each other at angles of 45 degrees. Sculptures 

kept inside the Jagmohana and outside the temple are significant. It seems 

this temple has been rebuilt on the ruins of an old temple. One Vishnu 

(Madhaba) image in samabhanga posture with excellent ornamented 

craftsman ship chiseled black chlorite stone has been installed in front of 

the. Similarly a ten handed Mahisamardini Durga image is also lying outside 

in open sky underneath a tree along with some other antiquities. Beautifully 

carved out 4 armed Parvati image in red stone and six headed Kartikeya 

image and three different types of Ganesh images have been preserved in 

the Jagamohana of the Nilakantheswar temple.  Dadpur was one of the 18 

forts of Naga rajas of Kalahandi. Mounds, remaining of moat and wall are 

found near the temple area. Potteries, coins and iron tools are also found in 

the surface of the Jajaldeipur area.  From the ruined medieval fort area 

Ganga Fanom (gold coin) with recent discovery of Navagunjara motif on its 

obverse a new dimension in the numismatic study and cultural study of 

Odisha has been opened. This is the 1
st
 archeological evidence of 

Navagunjar motif which was described by poet Sarala Das in his Odia 

Mahabharat during 15
th
 century CE. Behind the Nilakantheswar Shiva 

temple, Rupanggudi is an important Tribal worshipping place. It is believed 

by scholars as a Megalithic stone circle revered by people.  There are many 

tanks in and around Dadpur. Dadpur was a prominent Zamindari of Naga 

kings due to security point of view. The 1
st
 king of Naga dynasty Raghunath 

sai Deo granted this Zamindari to his brother Ramchandra Singh, the 6
th
 

King Harischandra Deo granted the Zamindari in favour of Jaisingh Deo who 

was one of the sons of the 4
th
 King Jugsai Deo-1, the 21

st
 king Dasmant Deo 

granted it in favour of his youngest son Prataprai Singh. The 25
th
 king 

Puruswatam Deo granted the Zamindari in favour of his youngest son 

Sunder Singh as there was no issue of the previous Zamindars. However as 

Sunder Singh also died issueless it was bestowed to the 26
th
 King 

Fatenarayan Deo who bestowed the Zamindari on his Younger son 

Gopinath Deo.  

According to the report of C.Elliot the Deputy Commissioner of Raipur 

in the year 1856 during his visit, Dadpur was one of the important towns of 

the then Karund   ((Kalahandi) having 400 houses. Now it is a big village 

having a gram panchayat, Service cooperative society, branch of Gramya 

bank and high school. 
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Deundi 

50 Kms from Bhawanipatna, Deundi is asmall village having ruins of 

Asta Sambhu Shiva temple of 13
th

 to 14
th
 century CE. It is on the side of a 

water body and gives a beautiful view.Villagers have constructed a new 

temple over the debris of the old temple. 

Deypur 

Deypur is about 45 kms from Bhawanipatna, 20 kms in the Junagarh- 

Kalampur road. Two kms distance from the village in the east. There is 

Devagiri mountain revered by local people and adjacent to the village in the 

south direction there is an old water body in the name ―Baijhali Sagar‖. From 

the village en route to the mountain there are ruins of 3 Shiva shrines and 

antiquities lying scattered. There is Nilakantheswar temple ruin in the foothill 

of the Devagiri Mountain. The Linga is worshipped in a recently constructed 

RC roofed house. One small Uma Moheswar stone image is worshipped by 

the side of the Linga. Outside there is a stone with 8 lotus petals with two 

saddles engraved in the centre and a Batuka Bhairava and two armed Devi 

image engraved in stones. Nearby at a distance of about 100 meters, there 

is one Uma Moheswar image of the size of 2 feet by 1 foot chiseled over a 

stone slab. It is believed to be of the period of about 8
th

 century CE. In 

between this temple and the village there lies the temple of Pahadeswar 

Mahadev. It is a recent construction over the debris of an old temple. In this 

temple premises there are three lines of stone inscriptions chiseled over a 

stone slab. Epigraphists claim that this script is of the period of 8
th
to 9

th
 

century CE.  Along with many eroded images of deities there is a 2-handed 

Ganesh. It is pot bellied and peculiarly, its head is very small in comparison 

to the body. The village is predominated by Banka paikas. There is an 

interesting legend attached to the Bankas and the Baijhal sagar of the 

village. Legend says that Banka paiks are martial community, who brought 

Lankeswari from the South by the order of the king. The Banka Paiks 

defeated the enemy and brought the deity to the capital city at 

Jenabalipatana, now Junagarh by beating of ghumura, the legend says.The 

campaign of the Banka soldiers took long time causing apprehension among 

their family members. As the legend goes, when they heard the beating of 

drums of Ghumura of Banka soldiers from the distance, they apprehended 

that after killing their male members the enemies (Asuras) are approaching. 

So in great grief and to save their modesty they jumped in to the deep water 

of the Baijhali Sagar.  

Dharamgarh 

Dharamgarh is the Sub-Divisional headquartersof Dharamgarh sub 

division. It is located at the Western-South corner of the district and state, at 
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a distance of 45 Kms. from the district headquarters Bhawanipatna. It is 

having 16585 populations as per 2011 census. It got NAC status since 19
th

 

July 2015. 

Dharamgarh was a very small place in the remote past, originally 

known as Dhanaramal in view of dense growth of Dhanara trees all around. 

Dharamgarh is an important trading centre of Kalahandi in paddy, pulses 

and cattle. The weekly market of Dharamgarh is very popular.                  

‗Bhandar Gharian‘ is the presiding deity revered by all section of people. The 

Paradeswar Shiva temple is another place of attraction. Near Dharamgarh, a 

place is known as Bhimkhoj. There is a mark over a stone resembling a foot 

print which is popularly believed by people to be the foot-print of Bhima of 

Mahabharat period. The Pataleswar Mahadev temple is located near this 

Bhmkhoj. There is also another old temple of Lord Radha Krishna wherethe 

Sri Ganesh Temple and Lord Mahadev Templeare also located in the same 

campus. There are also Sri Jagannath Temple, Santoshi Maa temple and 

Hanumantemple (One at Jagannath Temple and the other is at weekly 

market place). Other important temples are Gayatri Mandir, Sri Satya Sai 

Mandir, Satsang Vihar, Durga Madhaba Mandir, Raghunath temple are also 

located as places for worship at Dharamgarh. One Sri Aurobindo Relic 

Centre adjacent to the Sri Aurobindo Integral School also stands as a place 

of meditation with its beautiful green environment.  

The office and courts of Sub collector, Tahasildar, Block office, the 

Courts of ADJ, SDJM, JMF Care functioning at Dharamgarh. 

Besides Government and private primary schools, there is one private 

managed High School which was set up in 1958, which was later taken over 

by Government in 1983 and One Girls‘ High School which was also set up 

later in 1984. One Saraswati Vidya Mandir is also functioning and one 

vocational Higher Secondary School is attached to the Panchayat College, 

Dharamgarh. There is one Government Elementary Teacher‘s Training 

Institution.  

For higher education, the Panchayat College, Dharamgarh was started 

in 1980 with +2  (Arts) at its inception and by now  +3 Courses both in Arts 

and Science stream with Honours subjects have been functioning. A 

separate private managed Women‘s College has also been established here 

in 1992 in order to encourage women education in the locality. Setting up a 

Central School by the Government is now in process. 

There have been other educational institutions like Sri Aurobindo 

Integral School, El-Nissi Mission School, Pragati Scholar Model School, St. 

Xavier Public School, Sanskaar Public School, Guru Geeta Public School 

and many other with the efforts of different private body management. There 
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is one Akash Residential +2 Science College set up privately for imparting 

college education to the Students.  

A sub divisional referral Hospital with blood bank facilities is located 

here. Dharamgarh is having a centrally located Red Cross Town Hall. There 

are also Gymnacium and Childrens‘ Park in this small town.  

Dhoben Chanchara 

It is a beautiful waterfall on river Sagada located in Karalapat Wildlife 

Sanctuary. From Kiapadar Village is 26 kms from Bhawanipatna. Visitors 

can reach the spot tracking about 5 kilo meters inside the forest. 

Dokri Chanchara 

This tourist spot is 18 kms. way from Koksara and the road passes 

through Bongmunda chhak, Temra, Mahima, Ghantiguda and Khaligarh 

villageon the border of Nawarangpur district and is a treasure house of 

natural beauty. It is a beautiful spot to observe wild animals, series of 

waterfalls over the Behera River which is a suitable place for trekkers. In a 2 

km. long narrow gorge in between 2 mountains standing as walls face to 

face, there are several waterfalls including Dokri daraha, Bhainraghumar 

and other falls formed over Behera river. Dokrichanchra is a large stone 

platform where lakhs of people can sit. Two water streams flow over the 

stone platform. There are two temples dedicated to Lord Siva and Sri Ram. 

Every year during Ramnavami there is good gathering of devotees. Dokri 

darah is a big waterfall at the bottom of Dokri chanchara. The water level of 

the Darah is very deep and lot of very big fishes live there. One can enjoy 

the jumping of these fishes by throwing food like rice, pulses etc. Older 

people call these fishes as Dokri Budhi. Bhainra Gumar is also a big water 

fall at 2kms up the hill beyond Chanchara, the path being very narrow and 

therefore one should care while going up. The spilling water drops create 

rainbow throughout the day. There is a ‗Punya Kunda‘ near Sri Ram Temple. 

During a bath white foams come out from the body and many people are 

cured from skin diseases. The hill is very high and at the bottom there are 

caves where Rishis were meditating. This is said to be a very holy cave. 

Besides there are Rani hills, Taptaganga, Kabatdarah, Bibhuti Kunda, Mukti 

Bata etc. Several types of wild animals like spotted deer, Sambar, panther, 

different types of birds, reptiles and rare flora are found here. Very near to it, 

there are Rusi pagad, Raja pagad and Rani Pagad (Pagad means caves).  

Trekkers and lovers of beauty can observe vestiges of stone/iron age. 

Trekkers can also visit ‗Haladigundi‘ valley, where sunrise and sunset look 

yellow. It is necessary to develop this site for tourism.  
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Ghumar Waterfall 

6 Kms from Thuamul 

Rampur in the perennial Litijore 

stream the 400 feet high 

Ghumar waterfall is attractive to 

the lovers of nature. 

 

Ghusrigudi 

This is a Waterfall inside 

the Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary. The calmness of the surrounding with 

murmuring sound of the fall attracts visitors. The fall moving in a sloppy 

serpentine manner is unique. One may encounter wild animals like Barking 

deer, Sambar, etc at the spot. 

Gobargolla 

Gobargolla is a beautiful waterfall in Budhidar gram panchayat of 

Junagarh Block. One has to cross Badjore and Sanjore streams 7 times to 

reach this beautiful spot. Forest Department has constructed road up to 

Pipalguda village and from there one has to walk 2 kilometers to view this 

spot. 

Gudahandi 

This is the land 

where the early men 

experimented with 

stone and colour. In 

the Gudhandi hills 

there are cave 

paintings of 15
th
 

millennium BC. The 

Gudhandi hill is 

located near a tiny 

tribal village 

Khaligarh and 

adjacent to it is 

religious and picnic 

spot Dokrichanchara. It is about 80 kms from Bhawanipatna.Three small hills 

joining togeher are known as Gudhandi hills. The North and the South hills 

join each other in the East leaving a courtyard like valley in between which 

opened only towards the West direction. All the three hills taken together 

have the appearance of a pot with a lid on it. The name Gudhandi meaning a 

pot of molasses may have its origin from this impression of its shape. Facing 
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this courtyard there are rows of caves.  In the entrance of some of the caves 

in Southern direction there are pictographic paintings in red and black 

colour. It was first documented in 1946-47. The paintings consist of hunting 

scene, line-like human figures, geometrical diagrams, a standing female 

figurine on an animal having lotus medallion and other enigmatic symbols. 

Under the foothill there is Khaligarh prehistoric archeological site. Pandit 

Jawaharlal; has mentioned this site in his book ‗Discovery of India‘. It is very 

much necessary to develop a ‗Museum of Mankind or Manaba 

Sangrahalaya‘ to attract the attention of tourist and to encourage research of 

these prehistoric sites. 

Indravati Project 

Upper Indravati 
Mutlti purpose hydro 
electricity project is 
an experiment of 
Inter basin transfer 
of water. In this 
project there is 
transfer of water of 
Indravati River 
which is of Godavari 
Basin to Mahanadi 
basin. This is the 1

st
 

inter basin transfer 
of water in India. 
Indravati project was 
conceived during the rule of the then princely state of Kalahandi. The last 
ruler of the ruling Naga dynasty Pratap Kesari Deo was the ruling chief. The 
survey work was conducted by the state engineering department during the 
period 1944 to 1946 led by State Engineer Indramani Kar. He was assisted 
by his team of subordinate overseers Bhupen Gowswami, Rameswar Joshi, 
Purnanand Pattnaik and Antaryami Kanungo in the field survey.  The retired 
irrigation engineer of Bombay presidency N. B. Bauxstar was engaged to 
submit feasibility report of the project basing on the preliminary survey done 
by the state engineering department. Er. Bhubaneswar Behera headed the 
newly formed State Irrigation Department and continued the survey of the 
project. In 1946 Bauxstar submitted the feasibility report of the project. 
However due to the crisis of 2

nd
 world war and aftermath and paucity of fund 

this project could not be materialized. Reinvestigation of the project 
commenced during 1956 and the approval of the union planning commission 
for execution of this project had to wait till the decision of the Krishna- 
Godavari Commission was announced in 1977 regarding equitable 
distribution of water resources in the Godavari basin between the states of 
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. The project was approved 
by the Union planning Commission and the foundation stone of the Project 
was laid by the then Prime Minister, Sri Morarji Desai on 4

th
 April 1978. 
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There is a guest houses of Irrigation Department, Odisha State Hydro 
Electricity Project and of Power Grid Corporation at Mukhiguda.  

Indravati Reservoir extende over an area of 110 sq.kms, which is 
approximately 43 kms long in NNE-SSW direction and 9 kms wide at its 
widest point. In the South Bafalamali Mountain majestically stands as a wall 
and the reservoir is surrounded by several small and big mountains with 
scenic beauty offering experience of calm and serenity. It is an ideal place 
for boating and to experience the lifestyle of tribal people staying inside the 
reservoir in small villages. There is availability of local traditional boats as 
well as power boats to ferry the visitors inside the reservoir. It is indeed an 
incredible marvel of natural beauty to bewitch the visitors. 

Jaipatna 

Jaipatna is an important cultural and agricultural centre. It is 78 kms 
from Bhawanipatna and adjacent to Mukhiguda the power house site of 
Indravati project. Jaipatna was the seat of Zamindari and was called 
Mahulpatna. In 1926 the then Jamindar Umashankar Deo established 
Krushna Chandra club to encourage literary activities, performing art, library 
and different indoor games. There is a fine palace located in the centre of 
the village. Jagannath and Shiva temples are old temples of the village. 
Umashankar High school was set up in 1963. Here, one revenue inspection 
bunglow, post office, police station, Tahasil, community development Block, 
and banks. It is an important trading centre for Paddy and other agriculture 
products. 

Junagarh 

Junagarh is a historical town 25 kms from Bhawanipatna located in the 
bank of Hati river over NH-26. One can reach Dharamgarh, Jaipatna, 
Kalmpur, Koksara and Golamunda of Kalahandi and Nawrangpur of 
Nawrangpur district and Jeypore of Koraput road via Junagarh.  Junagarh is 
also having a rail station in Junagarh- Lanjigarh route of Sambalpur division 
of East Coast Railways. Junagarh was earlier known as Jenabali Patna and 
was the old capital of Kalahandi erstwhile princely state. hence it is named 
Junagarh. In 1850 AD, the capital was shifted to Bhawanipatna because 
there was serious outbreak of epidemic of cholera which took heavy toll of 
life.  

Junagarh is one of the key historical sites on the right bank of Hati river 
in the Tel river valley and ruins of Kalachuri, Chindaka Naga, Ganga and 
Naga dynasties of the medieval period are lying scattered in and around 
Junagarh. Evidence of Junagarh‘s past glory consists of the remnants of an 
encircling moat connected to river hati, ruins of palace and habitations, 
several medieval period Saiva a, Sakta and Baisnavite temples, several 
Bhairava images, Sati and Hero stones and tanks. The important temples 
are Lankeswari, Ramswami, Balaji, Gopinath, Kanakadurga, Dadhibamana, 
Budharaja, Someswara. These temples are the works of Naga rulers. The 
ruins of old palace of Ganga rulers are available in between Lankeswari 
temple, Rani Bandha and Bankapada. A rice mill now exists over the ruins. It 
is presumed to be of Ganga palace. The ruins of Naga palace can be traced 
to the old Junagarh area near Kanaka Durga temple. Several Bhairava 
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images of different periods from 1
st
 Century AD to 8

th
 Century AD are lying 

scattered. As evidenced from stone inscriptions scholars believe that 
Bairava worship was earlier in Junagarh so far Odisha is concerned. A two 
lined inscription on the pedestal of the Batuka Bhairava image lying behind 
the Junagarh Block office has been deciphered by historian Pandit 
Satyanarayan Rajguru. It is written in Pali prakruti in around 1

st
 century CE. 

On the broken pedestal of 6 feet high Bhairav image of Banka Paik pada 
one letter RA of the period of 8

th
 century CE is seen engraved. In the 

Dadhibaman temple there is an Odia inscription of 1718 CE, where for the 
first time the name of the area has been stated as Kalahandi Nagar. 
Junagarh is famous for its Cha kodi Bandha- Na kodi Tota i.e 120 tanks and 
180 mango grooves in the past. There do still exist many small and big tanks 
in and around Junagarh. 

Lankeswari is the presiding deity and is treated with veneration by 

general mass. It is an important Sakta and Tantra center and was tutelary 

deity of different dynasties like Chindaka Naga, Ganga and Naga. Many 

legends are associated with the deity. Considering the icnographic style 

Lankeswari deity is assigned to 12
th
 century AD. Deity Lankeswari is four 

armed. She sits in Bajraprayanka posture on a lotus throne. She holds 

Sankjha and Chakra in her upper left and right hand respectively and her 

right lower hand having Varada Mudra and left hand in Abhaya Mudra with 

spread-out tongue. The image is carved in black chlorite stone of the size of 

32‖ by 16‖. Such iconic feature synchronizing Kali and Vishnu is unique and 

is of its only kind in Odisha. She is worshipped in Bana Dura Mantra. The 

most important festival of Lankeswari is Khandabasa held in the night of 

Mulaastmai. After secret rituals the 2 ceremonial swords of deity are placed 

by the scion of the royal family over two heaps of rice in the both sides of the 

altar.  

Junagarh is having the oldest community development Block. A TCPC 

(Training cum Production centre) was set up here in 1952 to provide 

vocational training to youth in different trades. However at present it is 

defunct and there is attempt by district administration for the revival of this 

old institution. Junagarh is declared as NAC in the 1970 having 12 wards 

19656 population as per 2011 census.  Junagarh is an important trading 

center of Kalahandi. There are several rice mills in and around this town. 

The Regulated Marketing Committee is having key rice purchasing center. 

There are godowns of State Ware Housing Corporation in Junagarh. There 

are branches of different commercial banks like State Bank of India, United 

commercial Bank, Utkal Gramya ank and of Central Cooperative Bank.  This 

town got NAC status 18th March 1970. It is now having 12 wards. As per 

2011 census the population of Junagarh NAC is 19656 having 15.54 sq.kms 

in area. There is a PWD inspection bunglow, private boarding and lodging 

Houses and Dharamsalas. 
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Kalampur 

Kalampur is the Block headquarters of Kalampur Block. It is a busy 

agriculture centre getting irrigation from the Right canal of Indravati project 

and it is also a busy trading centre of Non Timber Forest products. It is 

famous for the Jagannath temple set up in 1877. Different portions of the 

present temple have been constructed in different years from 1928 to 1948 

and in 2015. Kalampur is having Amuhamani +2 College and Kasturika 

Modini +3 College. It is having a Mandi for the transaction of Paddy and one 

six bedded Community Health Centre. Thuamul Rampur is easily connected 

from Kalampur through Singhari Ghati which is full of natural beauty. 

Karlapat 

Karlapat is a small village located on the foothill of Khandualgiri. It is 50 

kms from Bhawanipatna and is the center of former Karlapat Jamindari. 

Karlapat is famous for its natural beauty, flora and fauna. There is a temple 

dedicated to deity Manikeswari. Several streams are passing through the 

village.  It is a place of beauty in the lap of nature with cool temperature. 

There is a revenue rest shed. 
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Karlapat Wildlife Santuary 

Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary extending 175 sq.km is a small but beautiful 

Sanctuary famous for lush green dry deciduous forest, varieties of flora and 

fauna like tiger, elephant, leopard, black panther, Gaur, Sambar, barking 

deer, Indian wolf, wild dog, wild pig, sloth bea, Malbar giant squirrel, 

Pangolin etc, varieties of birds like pea fawl, peacock, hornbill, Red  jungle 

fowl, partridges , Spur fawl, Hill Maina, Brahminy kite etc, and reptilian fauna 

includes Mugger, crocodile, Monitor Lizard, Snakes both poisonous and non 

poisonous. The Forest consists of flora like Sal, Bija, Asan, Harida, Amala, 

Bahada,  vpure Bamboo patches and varieties of Medicinal plants. This 

Sanctuary starts 12 kms from Bhawanipatna in Bhawanipatna- Thuamul 

Rampur road. 

This Sanctuary was first notified in 1969 by the Conservator of Forest 

and was formally notified under Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 in 1992. The 

undulated topography of the Sanctuary, with hills, valleys and perennial 

streams including Sagada River and its tributaries with deep water pools in 

places gives it unique charm. There are many small and big charming 

waterfalls inside the Sanctuary like Phurlijharan, Ghusrigudi, and 

Khandualdhara. The natural beauty, wildlife and tribal life are fascinating 

attraction of the Sanctuary. There are 12 numbers of Revenue villages 

located inside the Sanctuary. The Phrlijharan Water fall has been developed 

as picnic spot. In the heart of the Sanctuary at Jakam there is a Woden 

Forest guest house and observation tower.  

This Sanctuary is well-approached from Bhawanipatna and Kesinga by 

road and rail link 

Khairpadar 

Khairpadar village under Dharamgarh Sub division, 55 kms from 

Bhawanipatna is famous for its tradition of woodcraft. The skill of the 

traditional artisans developed with the intervention of DIC, KVIC and 

Directorate of Handicraft. Besides items like Ganesh elephants, bulls wide 

ranges of utility and demand-based items produced by the artisans of the 

village are having market in and outside the state and also getting export 

market. The woodcraft is no longer an individual pursuit anymore; rather it 

has become a genuine community initiative with a promise of a sustainable 

livelihood for the artists. The woodcraft of Khairpadar are excellent 

translated into shape in the hands of expert artisans. Over the years 

Khairpadar village and its woodcraft have achieved a proud place in the 

handicraft map of India. Earlier this craft was limited to the Maharana 

community of the village. However with the formation of artisan‘s Self Help 

groups, persons of all communities including SC and women also adopting 

this art as profession. 
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The name of Khairpadar is found in the copper plate grant of Soma 

Vansi king Janmejaya. This copper plate was found near the Stambeswari 

temple of Subarnapur. In this grant Gotaikella village of Luputura khanda 

was made in favour of Kamalabana Banika Sangha of Khadrirapadra for its 

excellent service. In return, this Banika Sangha donated back this village for 

the repair and daily rituals of Sri Kesava Sri Aditya Bhataraka temple. Thus it 

is believed that the trader‘s guild of Khadrirapadra (Khairpadar) was popular 

and Khairpadar was a flourishing place. 

Kandagarh 

Kandagah, a remote tribal village near Ampani, is famous for stone art. 

One handicraft society ―Budharaja Stone Carving Society is functioning in 

the village. The members are engaged in stone carving. They are producing 

quality items and gradually picking up market. 

Kusurla 

Kusurla is near M.Rampur by the side of NH-59, famous for the Makara 

Mela. On the ruins of a 9
th
-10

th
 century CE Shiva temple during 1945-47 the 

present Nilakantheswar Shiva temple was constructed. In the rituals during 

three days long Makara Mela there is fine blending and interaction of tribal 

and non tribal culture. Thousands of devotees from Kalahandi and 

neighboring districts congregate during this Mela. 

Kadel 

 It is known as Karunda Srikshetra and famous for the Jai jagannath 

Ashram and Jagannath cult. In three hillocks there are temples of 

Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra.The car festival of Jagannath is 

unique. A Jibansikhya institute has been set up to impart spiritual, vedic, 

karmayoga and humanity knowledge to students and other disciples. The 

environment of the Ashram is Gurukula like and down to the earth with no 

touch of so called modern day materialism. Thousands of devotes from 

Kalahandi and its neighboring districts throng Kadel to participate in the 

Rathayatra and other festivals. 

Jugsaipatna 

Tribal populated Jugsaipatna about 20 kms from Bhawanipatna, 

located in the bank of Murli River is one of the old capitals of Naga dynasty 

of Kalahandi. As per Darbar records of the Naga dynasty after the death of 

the 6
th
 King of the dynasty Harischandra Deo, his queen left to his parents 

house in Gadapur along with his minor child Ramachandra for safety and 

protection in view of law and order situation in the kingdom then. As the 

kingdom continued to be without ruler, later important persons from the 

kingdom and the Kondh Umras went in search of the queen and located her 

with the minor prince at Gadapur. On getting assurance of protection, the 



442 
 

queen along with the prince returned. In Jugsaipatna the coronation of the 

prince was held in the lap of the Pat Majhi. Later gaining strength, the new 

king shifted to the old capital at Junagarh. In Jugsaipatna ruins of a palace 

complex, Manikeswari temple and Jhadeswar Mahadev is seen. A 

Jagannath temple has been established by Dibya Jivan sangha and the 

place is famous as Subhadra Khetra. 

Kesinga 

Kesinga is an important trading centre and having many rice mills and 

small scale industries. Located 35 kms from Bhawanipatna, Kesinga NAC 

was constituted vide Govt notification No. 1723/LSG dated 8
th
 February 

1965,  is having population of 19,239 as per 2011 census. There are 12 

wards in this NAC. In the bank of Tel River Kesinga is also is an important 

rail head with goods shed. It is treated as gateway of Kalahandi. Earlier 

kesinga was an obscure village but with the opening of Raipur- 

Vizayanagaram railway line in 1932it grew in to a prominent business centre. 

Business class community from Rajsthan and Gujrat and other parts of 

Odisha settled here and are dominant in trade and commerce. NH-26 is also 

passing through the town. There is one industrial estate and there are 

godowns of FCI and State Ware Housing Corporation in Kesinga.  

There is a plus 2 and plus 3 college, Govt and private secondary 

schools, community development Block, Taluk Hospital, Commercial and 

cooperative Banks, lodging and boarding Houses, Dharamsalas and 

revenue department rest shed. Ambaji temple and Jagannath temple are 

important temples of Kesinga. There is a small stadium located in the heart 

of the town. 
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Kidian Waterfall 

3 kms from 

Kaniguma in the 

Bhawanipatna- 

Thuamul Rampur 

road, near 

Tebhamahul village 

Kidiyan waterl fall 

from a height of 150 

feet, creating a 

beautiful water pool 

below.  

Khandual Dhara 

Nearby of Karlapat there is Khandual Dhara waterfall. Falling from 

Khandualgiri it is visible from a long distance, projecting enthralling scenic 

beauty, awe and wonder. Earlier in pre independent period this fall was 

utilized in some indigenous manner for operating a floor and rice mill. Now 

using the fall a mini hydro- electricity generation center has been installed. In 

the top of Khandual Mali there is a massive cave which is the abode of male 

deity Khandual. Khandual Mali is famous for Bauxite deposit. It is an ideal 

place for trekking and to observation flora, fauna and tribal life style. 

Lanjigarh 

Lanjigarh is famous for the gigantic Niyamgiri Mountain, Bhairaba deity, 

old palace of the ex-Jamindar, Tribal Culture and Vedanta Alumina plant. 

With the establishment of Vedanta Alumina it has emerged as a small 

township. It is also famous for horticulture crops as the climate is suitable for 

it. The Jhanjimada festival of Bhairaba during September- October attracts 

large numbers of visitors. Particularly it is an important festival for tribals.  

The Niyamgiri is the abode of primitive tribe Dongria Kondh who reside in 

the bank of streams amidst nature. The River Bansadhara originates from 

Niyamgiri in the shape of a small stream and flows by the side of lanjigarh. 

There is a high school and a junior +2college, which are run by TRW 

Department.  

The Vedanta Alumina refinery was set up in 2003 at Lanjigarh. It has 

established a DAV school from Nursery to class XII and a specialized 

Hospital at Lanjigarh to cater to the health need of employees, and local 

residents. This hospital is equipped with operation theatre, defibrillator, 

modern laboratory, ultra sound, ventilator, ECG, etc. and full time and 

visiting specialists. In collaboration with Nandi Foundation-VAL is also 

providing Mid-day-meal to 16629 students of 178 schools under Lanjigarh 

Block. There is also an old Government hospital of pre independence period 

constructed by the then Zamindari rule. There are many old pre independent 
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period buildings and the old palace with temples having heritage beauty 

located on the bank of Bansadhara River. There are 2 weekly markets on 

Saturday and Sunday to cater to the need of people. Before Vedanta there 

was only one small Saturday Sandy for few hours.  These weekly markets 

show growth of market economy after industrialization and these are 

important centers for the transaction of Minor forest products, Minor 

Agriculture products in raw and in value addition. There is a private lodging 

and a guest House of Vedanta Alumina at Lanjigarh. 

Madanpur Rampur 

It is situated 58 kms from Bhawanipatna and is connected by all 

weather roads with Bhawanipatna and state Capital Bhubaneswar. It is the 

seat of ex. Madanpur Jamindari and it is an intellectual centre of Kalahandi, 

famous for its literary and cultural activities. Late Durgamadhaba Singhdeo, 

the then Jamindar of M.Rampur established Chandramani Ranga mancha in 

the year 1923 to popularize performing art. The Yugayatri Sahitya Sansad 

was set up by public participation to encourage literary activities. It is an 

important trading center of the area and a centre for the trading of Minor 

forest products and Minor Agriculture products. There is a Shiva temple with 

Swambhu Linga. Durgamadhaba High school is an important center of 

education. M.Rampur is having a plus 2 and plus 3 college and secondary 

schools. Ramkrishna Ashram, its old age home, Horticulture and veterinary 

farm   and Young farmer‘s training center are places of attraction. Historical 

places like Urladani, Sankusgarh, Budhigarh, Urlakupagarh, Penjorani ,  

Kusurla and Teresingha are easily approachable from here. There is a 

revenue rest shed and private boarding house to accommodate visitors. 

Mardiguda 

The origin of 

Indravati River in 

three streams 

beneath a mango 

tree surrounded by 

Champak trees at 

Mardiguda is 

sufficient to 

bewitch visitors. 

This spot is 

surrounded by 

mountains 

inhabited by tribal 

families. There is Nilakantheswar Shiva and Manikeswari Temple and a 

residential Saraswati Sisumandir at Thuamul nearby. This spot is in Thuamul 

Rampur Block about 65 Kms from Bhawanipatna. It is an incredible natures‘ 

marvel that a small stream becomes a big river and a gigantic multipurpose 
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project can be built upon it within a short distance of about 20 kms. It is 

situated 62 kms from Bhawanipatna in Thuamul Rampur Block. 

Mohangiri 

Mohangiri on the bank of Kali Ganga stream 93 kms from 

Bhawanipatna and 35 kms from M.Rampur is famous for the ruins of 

Nilakanteswar Shiva temple with inscription of Mudgal kings of 6
th
 century 

CE. Ruins of a collapsed temple lying scattered. The present temple 

constructed by local people over a mound where stone Blocks of the old 

collapsed temple were used. The flat roofed Mukhasala of the original 

temple is preserved. Here there are 8 pillars and 4 pilasters as well as 

beams that rests over them. In the Jagamohana hall there is one short 

inscription as well as four designs of Tantra diagrams in its floor. The 

inscription has been deciphered as ―Mudgalkulasya (sri) Citrachanda‖ 

assigned to 6
th
 century CE. During Shivaratri a grand festival is held there. 

Narla 

Narla is one of the Block headquarters of Kalahandi located 30 kms 

from Bhawanipatna. Narla is adjacent to the historical Asurgarh. In the 

centre of the village there is a small but old Shiva temple, having a long 

inscription inscribed on the wall. This inscription indicates that king Madan 

Mahadeva was ruling over the territory named ―Kamala Mandala‖. It was 

inscribed in the year ―Saka Ramabani Rudra Sambatsara‖ or Saka era of 

1113 or 1191 CE. This inscription indicates that during that period the 

Kalahandi region then known as Kamala Mandal was part of Ganga Empire. 

Madaan Mahadeva has been identified to be Rajraj Deva, the son of 

Anantavarnman Chodaganga Deva, the Ganga emperor. In this temple 

instead of Gaja Lakshmi, a Ganesh figure has been carved in the Lintel. 

Besides this Saraswati playing Bina, Ganesh wearing snake as upabita 

holding a snake over his head in both his upper right hand and Kartikeya 

image adorn as parswa devata. Here instead of Parvati, Saraswati is one of 

the parswa devatas. A lotus with eight petals designed over a stone and is 

kept in Jagamohana is also a peculiar sculpture of this temple. 

Phurlijharan 

A place of natural 
beauty located just 
15kms south of 
Bhawanipatna in 
Bhawanipatna-Thuamul 
Rampur road and a 
must for tourists and 
week end picnickers. It 
is a charming waterfall 
surrounded by 
mountains and forest. 
The multi colour 
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Rainbow created on the falling water particles of this 16 meter height 
perennial waterfall causes lasting impression on the visitors. There is an 
observatory tower and rest sheds for visitors constructed by Forest 
Department. 

Rabandarah 

It is a scenic waterfall inside the mountain gorge located about 12.8 

kms from Bhawanipatna in the East. After crossing the Pipalnala irrigation 

project reservoir, the Rabandarah waterfall on the Pipalnala stream is 

approached crossing hilly path. The panorama around provides delightful 

scenery. The calmness of nature is broken by the music of the waterfall. 

Earlier visitors were reaching the spot by trekking the distance. However 

now an all weather road is under construction by RD department which on 

completion will enable visitors to reach the spot easily from Bhawanipatna. 

Ranigardi Waterfall 

Near Kerpai village under Thuamul Rampur Block, the Ranigardi water 

fall is at approximately 600. It is a beautiful scenic spot in the lap of nature. 

Coming in contact with sun light it hypnotizes viewers.    

Sankush 

Sankush is a small tribal populated village under M. Rampur Block, 

about 75 kilometers from Bhawanipatna. It is three kms from Urladani Gram 

Panchayat headquarters inside dense forest in the confluence of Rahul and 

Budha Rivers.  It has debris of small temples, amalakas, antiquities including 

a Shiva image found from inside the ruins of a stone temple. The image is 

carved in one laterite stone slab measuring 33 x 6″ in height. This icon is in 

standing pose with 4 arms with urdhalinga and adorned by yoginis. Two yoni 

saktis are also found there with lotus design in the centre. Local people have 

recently constructed a small temple on the spot worshipping the Urdhalinga 

Shiva image along with other available images. Another four armed image 

carved on a laterite stone in Lalitasana wearing Jatamukuta but in damaged 

condition and a decorative female motif (Alasa kanya) in Dwibhanja posture 

found from the spot but now are preserved in M.Rampur College.  A model 

of a temple chiseled from single rock piece of Triratha plans found from the 

spot has been preserved in the Manikyapuri museum of Bhawanipatna. 

This place is popularly known as Sankush Garh although traces of 

ruined fort are not found. Probably due to its strategic location it was treated 

as natural fort by the then kings. 

Sinderjhar Waterfall 

It is a magnificent Waterfall located near Khamarpadar under Thuamul 

Rampur Block. Water falling from a height of about 700 feet in the lap of 

nature creates lasting impression on the spectator. It is 56 kms to the South 

of Thuamul Rampur and 129 kms from Bhawanipatna. 
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Singari Ghati 

Singari ghati is famous for natural beauty and is 7 kms from Kalampur. 

From the ghati top of this 10 km long ghat road, one can enjoy the aerial 

view of Kalampur, Jaipatna and the courses of Hati river bellow. For nature 

lovers, visit to the ghati is a unique experience. PWD has constructed the 

road which starts from Kalampur to connect Th.Rampur Block headquarters 

through Singarighati. The length of this road is 17.300km.  

This is the shortest and convenient road communicating the tribal areas 

of Th.Rampur to the district headquarters besides the regular road from 

Bhawanipatna to Thuamul Rampur.  

Teresingha 

It is located in the right bank of Tel River in Karlamunda Block. It is 

famous for its rich archeological extending about 2 kms in the bank of Tel 

River.  From here the earliest discovered copper plate of Odisha, the Copper 

plate grant of Raja Tustikar of Paravatdwarak dynasty of the period of 

5
th
century CE was found from here.  The Copper plate grants of Rastrakuta 

king Dhakarisara deva (exhibited in ManikyapuriMuseum) and the Copper 

plate grant of Bhanuraja of unknown dynasty and paleographically assigned 

to 8
th
 century CE are also found from this spot. 

Thuamul Rampur 

Thuamul Rampur is the headquarters of Thuamul Rampur Block and at 

a distance of 70 kms from Bhawanipatna. Located about 3000 feet above 

mean sea level, it is the hill station of Kalahandi and is popularly known as 

Kashmir of Kalahandi for its scenic beauty and cool climate. It was the seat 

of old Thumul Rampur Jamindari. There is an old palace of ex. Jamindar, 

which is now converted into a college. There is an old inspection bungalow 

surrounded by Champak trees. This place is famous for availability of 

Champak for all the twelve months. Earlier in the pre independent period it 

was famous for Sandal trees. Now there are only a few. The Tourism 

Department has constructed a Tourist complex over a hillock overlooking the 

beauty around. There is also a Government guest house in a hilltop inside 

the village. The River Indravati is flowing by the side of Thuamul Rampur. 

Temples dedicated to Manikeswari and Rameswar Mahadeva are important 

temples of Thuamul Rampur. There is the Block and Tahasil office and 

Government hospital. It is well connected with district headquarters 

Bhawanipatna and from Kalampur via Singari Ghati by road. Thuamul 

Rampur receives highest rainfall of the district during monsoon months and it 

is popularly also known as Cherapunji of Odisha. During winter months 

frosting is reported in Thuamul Rampur and its vicinity. 
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Topigaon 

Ruins of Astasambhu Shiva temple is found at Topigaon 2 kms from 
Biswanathpur and 46 kms from Bhawanipatna. Two Uma Moheswar figures 
in sukhasana, image of six handed Durga in her pacified (soumya) form, 
Bhubaneswari, Bhairava images, an image seated in yogasana mudra under 
a seven hooded snake canopy, amalakas, pillars of ruined temples and 
other antiquities are seen there. From the features of Bhairva sculptures and 
Uma Moheswar sculptures and other this temple can be assigned to 8

th
 to 

12
th
 century CE. Over the ruins recently local people have constructed a new 

temple and preserved the antiquities there. Some of the Bhairava images of 
Topigaon were taken to Lanjigarh and Ambadola in the past and are 
worshipped there. 

Uditnarayan Pur 

Uditnarayan Pur is located 8 kms from Bhawanipatna in Bhawanipatna 
–Khariar Road. It was an important Brahmin Sasan established by Maharaja 
Udit Pratap Deo during Mid 19

th
 century. In 1946, the erstwhile princely state 

of Kalahandi established a Tuberculosis Sanatorium there. After merger of 
the princely state in Odisha this Sanatorium became the oldest one in the 
state of Odisha. However this Sanatorium has now been closed and 
designated as RNTCP laboratory and TB treatment cum diagnostic centre. 
Inside the spacious premises of the old sanatorium, a College of Nursing 
and Midwifery has been established by Govt of Odisha in the year 2013-
2014. 

Urladani 

Urladani located in the bank of Rahul River 78 kms from Bhawanipatna 
and over the NH-59, was an important centre of Tribal uprise against East 
India Company during 1853 to 1855 CE. East India Company started 
interfering with the Tribal cultural and religious practices and rituals in the 
plea of eradication of Meriah practice. Simultaneously in order to increase its 
revenue it also started controlling the forest products available in large scale 
in the forests of M. Rampur. It introduced Thekadar system to collect the 
forest products and thereby depriving the age old right of Tribals. All these 
ignited resentment. The resentment became strong. The message of protest 
spread like wildfire in Urladani, Lubengarh, M.Rampur, Mohangiri areas. All 
activities of the East India Company were opposed. In the mean while 
Chakra Bisoi of Ghumsar took shelter in the forests of M.Rampur and was 
accorded protection by the rebelling Kondhs as well as the king M.Rampur. 
This Tribal uprise of 1853 to 1855 is known as 1

st
 Kondh Melle. In order to 

subdue the Kondhs the East India Company arrested Rindo Majhi the leader 
of Bokarkia Kondhs and kept him under custody in Rasolkonda jail. To 
terrorize the tribals, Rindo Majhi was moved from village to village in chains. 
However instead of suppressing the protesting tribals it caused fury among 
them witnessing their leader in humiliation and misery. They forcibly 
released their leader from bondage and then started furious battle. The 
Kondhs were experts in mountain warfare and the army of East India 
Company was in trouble. On December 10, 1855 the tribal fighters were 
resting when they were surrounded by East India Company force and there 
was virtual massacre. In the process, Rindo Majhi along with 13 of his 
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followers met martyrdom facing gunshot near Urladani. There are many 
legends among tribals and in the locality regarding the Kondh Mellee and 
about heroic activities of Rindo Majhi.  To commemorate the death of Rindo 
Majhi, Sahid Rindo Majhi Mela is organized and floral tribute is offered in the 
memorial pillar at Urladani. To honour Rindo Majhi a bronze statue has been 
installed by Culture Department, Govt of Odisha in 2014. 

Utkella 

Utkella is 20 kms from Bhawanipatna and NH-26 is passing through it. 
It is an important trading centre and a busy weekly market is held here every 
Thursday. It is also having a Cotton Mandi. An airstrip is located 2 kms from 
Utkella. This is an all-weather permanent Air Strip with its surface black-
topped. The main strip is 3,000‘ by 150‘. The total land acquired for the 
purpose is 4,000‘ / 350‘. A lounge building has been constructed there. 
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CHAPTER-XVI 

MISCELLANEOUS  

Elliot's Report on Kalahandi State 

The   28th   July 1856 

 

From 

  LIEUTENANT, C. ELLIOT, 

  DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF RAIPORE 

To 

  GEORGE PLOWDEN, Esq., 

  COMMISSIONER, NAGPORE 

Sir, 

 I have the honour to forward my proceedings in the affairs of the 

Kharonde Dependency, together with such well authenticated information 

regarding the country and its inhabitants, as I have been able to gather. 

  

 2. This dependency is known only on the Nagpore side as 

Kharonde, the Oriya name being Kalahundi, and as there is no village or 

place corresponding to the former name it would appear to be a corruption of 

the latter, though it has been originally entered in the accounts. It is situated 

to the East and rather to the South of Raipore, and may be said to be 

comprised between the 190 and 20.30
0
 of North Latitude and the82.40

0
 and 

83.50
0
 of the East Longitude. It is bounded on the North by Patna1 (of Chota 

Nagpur) and Boad2 (of Cuttack Mehals), on the East by Chinna Kimidy3 

(Vizagapatam) and Jeypore (Independent) on the South by Jeypore and on 

the west by Jeypore, Bhendra Nowagurh4 and Kereal5 both attached to 

Chota Nagpore. The Dependency is, therefore, wholly detached from any 

other part of the district, the inconveniences of which will hereafter be 

noticed when making a few observations on the arrangements regarding its 

jurisdiction. Its extreme le3ngth from north to south is about 30 coss 

(Gondee) or 105 miles and its extreme breadth from East to West about 24 

coss or 84 miles; its form being compact and irregularly rectangular. 

 

1. Erstwhile Patna State 

2. Barbill in Boud State 

3. Sana Khemundi in Ganjam District 

4. Bindra Nowagarh 

5. Khariar 

 

3. Subdivisions-Some considerable changes have taken place in the 

division of the dependency since it was first acquired by the present family. It 
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originally consisted of fourteen Ghurs detailed in the margin to which 

fourteen Ghurs detailed in the margin to which four more, those of 

Kassipoor, Mahalpatna, Chendrugiri and Bissungiri were subsequently 

added, having been ceded (in lieu of military services rendered by Joogsai 

Deo Rajah of Khsaronde) in the year1 1122 Fusly by Boodha Visembhur 

Deo Rajah of Jeypore. These four Gurhs were added to Thooamool by the 

kharonde Rajah in the same year, making the number of Gurhs included in 

the Kharonde dependency amount to eighteen. Of these, thirteen Gurhs 

have, at different times, been bestowed as appendages on members of the 

family, forming five Zamindaries the particulars of which are shown below. 

1. Joonagurh2 

2. Bundeysir3 

3.Assorgurh 

4. Dohgaon 

5. Kooksurah4 

6. Thooamul 

7. Deypore 

8. Mandabissu5 

9. Dadpoor 

10. Lanjeegurh 

11. Moonda 

12. Bhoortee 

13. Karlapat 

14. Mudanpoor6 

 

. 

 4. The Zamindary of Thooamool, now composed of the seven Gurhs 

noted in the margin is the largest, being in length about 13 coss or 45 ½  

miles, and in breadth about 10 coss or 35 miles, and is situated on the south 

of Kharonde. It originally consisted of only two Gurhs, those of Thooamool 

and Deypore and was last granted in the year7 1092-F by Rai Sing Deo to 

his son Pudmun Singh, the takolee being fixed at Rs. 300; the Mandabissee 

Gurh was afterwards transferred to it from Korlapat, and lastly the four Gurhs 

of Kassipore, Mahalpatna, Chedurgiri and Bissungiri when ceded, as before 

stated, by the jeypore Rajah in 11221 F, were added to Thooamool and the 

takoli raised to Rs. 700. In the year2 1184-F, Kesai (Keshri) the 2nd 

Zamindasr, son of Pudumun Sing, made over the Mahalpatna Gurh. No. of 

villages to his grandson Fikeer Singh (Son of his younger son Jai Singh and 

it is now held by Juggunat Singh the 3rd incumbent). Mahalpatna is 
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subdivided into Talooks named in the margin. Six Gurhs therefore remain 

under trhe immediate management of the Zamindar of Thooamool and their 

subdivisions are as under Thooamool as well as all other Zamindaries have 

at various times, lapsed from failure of issue and been re granted. These 

changes are as follows- 

(1. 1712 AD, 2.Junagarh, 3. Bhandesir, the old name of 

Bhawanipatna before the erstwhile Kalahandi state was shifted from 

Junagarh to Bhawanipatna in 1849 AD., 4.Koksara, 5. Mandibisi, 

6.Madanpur) 

Seven gurhs of Zamindary of Thooamool 

1. Thooamool 

2. Deypore 

3. Mandabissee 

4. Kassipore 

5. Mahalpatna 

6. Chendrugerree 

7. Bissungiree 

 

Subdivisions                    No of villages 

1. Mohalpatna 
2. Lagla Bissee 
3. Chutwa Chabar 
4. Likhur Bissee 
5. Bhapala Bissee 
6. Irlre Patee 
7.Hatidund Bissee 
8. Kookjree 

8 
13 
14 

          6 
        12 
        27 
        10 
        18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gurhs 
(1) 

Subdivisions 
(2) 

No. of villages 
(3) 

 1. Tulcherkeah 
2. Oopercherkeah 
3. Sindoorghatia 
4. Kalingeah 
5. Kajmoolah 
6. Ghogiahgi 
7. Dooroonee 
8. Singarjah 
9. Junliah 
10. Toomiliah 
11. Bufidesh 
12. Tiji Bissia 
13. Tulterah 
14. Oopertirah 
15. Liligoomah 
 

4 
10 
10 
7 
12 
7 
17 
5 
3 
4 
15 
7 
13 
5 
7 

126 
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1.1712 AD, 2.1712AD, 3. Mahulpatna, 4. Chandragiri,5. Bismgiri, 6.Lakad 

Bisi, 7.Bephela Bisi, 8.Irlipalt, 9.Hatidunda Bisi, 10. Jagnnath Singh 

Gurhs                        Sub divisions                                 No of villages 

 
1.  Ist Rajah of Kharonde Rugnath Sai Deo     . .          Hurri Singh 
1. 5th Rajah of Oodeya Narrain Deo                . .   Dinabandho Singh 
2. 14th Rajah of Pratap Narrain Deo                . .       Anunut Singh 
3. 20th Rajah of Rai Singh Deo                          . .    Pudmun Singh 

 

 The affairs of Zemindary have, for the last three years been in as 

state of complete mismanagement and confusion, there being no recognised 

head to take charge of the State or carry out orders of the Government, and 

the country having, in consequence, been given up for the most part, 

apparently to the numerous persons, having as usual but little interest or 

concern in its fate. A separate report has, therefore, been made on the 

circumstances connected with its present condition and the arrangements 

entered into to secure its future prosperity. 

 2. The Zemindary of Dadpore on the North-East of Kharonde, 

comprised in the Gurh of that name whose size and subdivision are noted in 

the margin was formerly granted by Poorooshotum Deo the 25th Rajah to 

his younger son Soondur Singh, but he having died without issue it again 

lapsed to the dependency and was bestowed by the late (26th) Rajah Tutteh 

Narrain Deo on his younger son Gopinath Deo, on the condition of his 

paying a Takoli of Rs.700. It has been granted at various times as under. 

 

 (1) (2) (3) 
2. Depore 
 
 
 
3. Mandabissi 
 
4. Kashipore 
 
 
 
5. Chendragire 
 
6. Bessengiri 
 
 
 
 
       Total Subdivisions 
       Total No. of villages 
 

1. Deypore 
2. Madungee 
3. Rumnal 
4. Irleepatee 
 
1. 
2. Tulpati 
1. Ooperpatee 
 
2. 
3. Vullabha Bissee 
1. Kurkaputhe 
2. Pengputhe 
1. Kookragad Bissee 
2. Moons Bissee 
 
Bessungire 
Jhulbiah 

15 
14 
13 
13 
55 
 

26 
13 
39 
 
 

128 
 

11 
10 
 

21 
23 
28 

392 
 

No of grant By whom To whom 
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Coss           Miles 
Length                     . .               10               35 
Breadth                   . .                 8               28 
Containing Subdivisions       No. 

of villages 

1. Kolkoh1 . . 13 
2. Pingwerkah . . 4 
3. Gondwan . . 2 
4. Gobereah . . 23 
5. Gonjah . . 12 
6. Tanjor . . 15 
7. Gohooka . . 13 
8. Amat or Majee . .                      10 

 
No. of grant    By whom   To 

whom 

1. Ist Rajah of Kharonde, Rugnath Sai 

Deo 

. . Ram Chender 

Sing 

2. 6th Rajah of Hurechundur Deo . . Jai Sing 

3. 21st Rajah of Dusmut Deo . . Prutaprai Sing 

4.  25th Rajah of Poorooshotum Deo . . Soondur Sing 

5. 27th Rajah of Futhy Narrain Deo . . Gopinath Deo 

1. Kotku 

2. Fateh Narayan Deo 

 

Lanjigurh 

Moonda  

Bhoortee 

 

 

 3. The Zamindary of Lanjigurh composed of the three 

Gurhs noted in the margin is situated on the south-east of 

Kharonde and is about 10 coss or 14 miles broad, it was 

granted by Poorooshotum Deo, the 25th Raja to his second 

son Biswanath Singh connected with which the following 

circumstances appear deserving of record. Poorooshotum 

Deo had three sons, Joogsai Deo, who succeeded him, 

Biswanath Singh and Soondur sing. To the 2nd and 3rd he 

granted respectively the Zamindaries of Lanjigurh and 

Dadpore. After the death of Poorooshotum Deo the three 

brothers lived together, the 2nd Biswanath Singh having been 

entrusted with the management of the affairs of the whole 

dependency. After some years on account of 

mismanagement Joogsai Deo deprived Biswanath Singh of 

this charge of the Dependency; he, therefore, proceeded to 

Raipur and complained to captain Sands, the then 



455 
 

Superintendent in 12391 F. Captain Sands summoned 

Joogsai Deo, who attended at Raipur in 12402 F, when 

Krishna Rao Appa was Soobah, taking his son Futty Narrain 

Deo (the late Rajah) along with him. Some days after his 

arrival at Raipur, without informing the authorities he sent his 

son back, on which occasion it is said, the Officer-in-charge 

of Judicial affairs at Raipur, despatched sowars to bring him 

back and made use of some harsh expression towards 

Joogsai Deo, which so affected him that he went to his tent 

and committed suicide be shooting himself with a pistol in the 

year 31241 F. The sowars having returned to Raipore, 

unsuccessful, Biswanath Sing after performing the funeral 

rites of his brother proceeded to Nagpore. On his return to 

Kharonde, Futty Narrain Deo, destroyed many of the works in 

which Biswanath Singh had been engaged during his time of 

the management of the Estate, avenues of trees, gardens 

and tanks were demolished and on one or two occasions 

when Biswanath Singh returned to Lanjigurh disturbances 

took place on account of the enmity between them. 

Biswanath Singh, therefore, having preferred a complaint to 

Amret Rao Soobah of Raipore in 12434 F, a Karkoon and 

Infantry guard were sent to Joonagarh to restore order and 

remained there until 12545 F. In that year Biswanath Singh 

having contrary to the expostulation of Rajah Fittu Narrain 

Deo and the guard, plundered a brinjarry named Ram Naik, 

the Rajah drove him out of the country, he then fled to 

Nagpore where he died in 12526 F, his son Chutterput Sing 

being present there with him. His Highness the late Rajah-7 

summoned  

 

(1.1829 A.D., 2. 1830 AD, 3. 1831 AD, 4. 1833 AD, 5. 1844 AD, 6. 1842 

AD, .  7.His Highness the Bhonsle of Nagpur  ) 

Futty Narrain Deo to Nagpore where he condoled with Chutterput 

Singh on the death of his father and having entered into renewed 

arrangements with him regarding the holding of Lanjigurh they returned 

together to their country. Chutterput Sing and his brother Rughraj Singh 

now hold the Zemindary of Lanjigurh and the terms settled on them by 

Futty Narrasin Deo were to the following effect. That Chutterput Sing is 

to confine himself to his own Zamindary, to pay no takoli but in lieu a 

Nuzzur at the Dussasrh of Rs.60, to render military aid when required, 

and to report any disturbance that may take place on his frontier, as well 

as matters of a criminal nature within his Zamindary; that in the event of 
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proof being received of his having caused any movement of a rebellious 

nature, he will render himself liable to imprisonment and his Zamindary 

to attachment; and that the expense incurred in the marriage of his 

sisters shall be borne by the Rajah of Kharonde their marriages to be 

negotiated in the families of pure Rajpoots. The three talooks are 

subdivided as follows- 

Gurhs Subdivisions No. of villages 

Lanigurh 

 

 

 

 

Moonda 

Bhoortee 

 

Total Villages 

1. Lanjigurh 

2. Kunides 

3. Cherkia 

4. Kutturha 

5. Tulkunjah 

1. Moonda 

1. Bhoortee 

29 

6 

5 

41 

8              89 

                 16  

                 34 

 

                139 

 

 

The Various grants that have been made of the Lanjigurh Zamindary are- 

No. of 

Grant 

By whom granted To whom 

1. 4th Raja of Kharonde Joogsai Deo Mookoond Sing 

2. 12th Raja Joograj Deo Peetumber Sing 

3. 22nd Raja Joogsai Deo Bheemusrai Deo 

4. Poorooshotum Deo Biswanath Sing 

 

Length 10 coss                            35 
miles 
Breadth                                       1 coss
 
5 miles 
    Containing 

1 Tulkoorsiah 13 
2 Koormung Deo 16 
3 Maihiah 12 
4 Phoosungee 6 
5 Teekerbissi 6 
6 Kookur Koorsiah 10 
7 Kiapodur 8 
8 Toomereah 6 
9 Timuk 5 
10 Kuturka 7 
11 Tolut 17 
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 The Zamindary of Korlapat originally 12 Korlapat consisted 

of two Gurhs Korlapat and Mandivissi but the latter having been as 

before stated transferred to Thooamool, the former alone remains 

and is situated to the south of Kharonde adjoining Thooamool. Its 

size and is situated to the south of Kharonde adjoining Thooamool. 

Its size and subdivisions are noted in the margin. The Zamindary 

was last granted by Rai Singh the 11th Rajah of Kharonde to his 

youngest son Pudmun Sing on a tukolee of Rs. 500 and is now held 

by his descendant Poorooshotam sing. The former grants are as 

follows- 

Name of 

grant 

By whom granted To whom 

 

1. Ist Rajah of Kharonde Rugnath Sai Dhunooraj Sing 

2. 11th Rajah of Kharonde Rai Singh 

Deo 

Pudmun Sing 

  

13. Mudunpoor      

       Length 10 Coss 35 miles     

    

       Breadth 8 Coss 28 miles 

 5. The Zamindary of Mudunpoor comprising the Gurh of that 

name, is situated to the north-east of Kharonde adjoining Patna 

Road, and Chinna Kimidy1. It originally consisted of five talooks, 

namely account of the inability of it by the late Rajah Futty Narrain 

Deo and it was incorporated in the dependeny and a reduction of 

Rs. 100 was made from the tulolee of Rs.300 formerly paid. The 

Zemindary was last granted to Hatay Sing1 by the 19th Rajah of 

Kharonde Visvembur Deo2, whose descendant Hurihur Sing now 

holds it the former grants being as follows - 

 

No.of 

grant 

By whom granted To whom 

1. 2nd Member Ooditprutap Narrian 

Deo 

Biswanath Singh 

2. 14th Prutap Narrain Deo Jai Sing 

3. 19th Bisunbhur Sing Deo Hatay Sing 

 

The Four remaining talooks are divided as follows 

Divisions Subdivisions No. of 
Villages 

Muddunpoor 1. Muddunpoor 
2. Sangu 
3. Rampore 

7 
18 
14 
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4. Pradhani 
5. Betka 

25 
9          

73 
 

Mohungiri 1. Mohungiri 
2. Koornika 

9 
15 

  24 
Taprang 1. Taprang 

2. Roobarikei 
3. Gurhalika 
4. Deodanarunja 

6 
7 

13 
12 
18 

Ooladhony 1. Ooladhony 
2. Bokrikiah 
3. Cherika 

 
Total villages 

11 
17 
10 
38                    

173 
 

The arrangements regarding the management of this Zamindary 

have already been reported in my letter No.67, dated the 12th July 

1856. 

5- There remain, therefore, in the hands of the Rajah of 

Kharonde five Gurhs, namely-    

   No. of villages 

1. Joonagurh 326 
2. Bhundaysir 137 
3. Asoorgurh 85 
4. Dahgaon 43 
5. Kooksurah 47 
 Subdivisions No. of villages Subdivisions 
J  1.  Joonagurh 49  
0 2. Pahilpar 112  
0 3. Kinra 18  
N 4.  Budnudi 13  
A 5. Gunja 3  
G 6. Chowka 5  
U 7.  Ambatola 12  
R 8. Gandwang 38  
H 9. Samnuddy 21  
10. Barboorka 12  
11. Loha 6  
12. Milkee   
 Total- 326  
B 1. Bhunbaysir 28  
H 2. Gobareah 10  
U 3. Tulwerka 9  
N 4. Golamoondu 7  
D 5.  Toorka 11  
A 6. Poosgana 7  
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Y 7. Boondleka 16  
S 8. Kutterka 10  
I 9. Ooperwerka 21  
R 10. Bejeypor 17  
11. Pengsuree 11  
12. Jalnigee 5  
13. Sieke 11  
14. Puhariah 11  
15. Perka 3  
16. Toorka 10  
 Total - 187  

Together with the talook of Buska, containing 29 villages which, as 

mentioned in the last pars, had been removed on account of 

mismanagement from the Zamindari of Muddunpoor. The two first are 

subdivided respectively in to twelve and sixteen talooks whose names and 

villages are given in the margin.The portion of Kharonde now undr Khalsa 

management contain 727 villages of which 627 are under cultivation and 100 

waste; of these 568 are USLEE or principal villages and the reamainder 

Dakhlee or dependent. The Dahagaon and Kooksurah Gurhs had also been 

under Zamindari management having been granted as follows 

 

Gurhs No. of 
Grant 

By whom granted To whom granted 
 

Dohgaon 1 
 
1 

18th Rajah of Kharonde 
Rugnath Deo 
8th Rajah of Kharonde 
Gopunath Deo. 

Gadadhur sing 
 
Soondur Sing 
 

Kooksurah 2 
 
3 

17th Rajjah of Kharonde 
Pratap Deo. 
22nd Rajah of Kharonde 
Joogsai 

Dalia Sing 
 
Mohun Sing 

They reverted on failure of issue, and have not since been granted. 

Another talook named Deobhog is also said to have formerly belonged to he 

Gurh of Joonagurh and to have been ceded to Bhendry-Nowagurh by the 

24th Rajah Rai Singh Deo on condition of that Zamindar rendering military 

aid to the Rajah of Kharonde when required. Until some few years past the 

Nowagurh Zamindar is said to have annually presented to the Rajah of 

Kharonde at the Dusserah festival present (Nuzzur) of the white earth called 

"Chovay" used by native to whitewash their houses. 

6. General Description- The general appearance of the Kharonde 

country answers more nearly to the character given of it in Sir Richard 

Jenkins Report than what has there been said regarding Buster, though 

there is a greater extent of plain than might be supposed on reading his 

remarks. The country is high lying near the foot of the main line of the 
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Eastern Ghats and partaking of the watersheds both of the Mahanuddy and 

Indrawritty, which last, with several tributaries and sub-tributaries of the first, 

rise within its limits, it is well supplied with water and in some parts (as 

Thooamool,) the soil is enabled to yield two crops of rice within the year. The 

hills are chiefly volcanic, and independently of 2 or 3 considerable ranges 

(hereafter to be noticed) detached hills of greater or less size are 

interspersed throughout the dependency, the light alluvial soil washed from 

their slope is rich, fertile and easily worked yielding heavy crops of almost 

every description. Further in the open country the soil approaches more to 

the character of black cotton soil mixed with lime nodules and occasionally 

alternating with red gravel, but all appear capable of cultivation and likely to 

give good returns for labour well expended. The population is thinly 

distributed, however, labour well expended. The population is thinly 

distributed, however, and the tracts of waste land are extensive as are also 

those of land once cultivated but now abandoned. At the same time the 

villages are numerous and small and the people appear to be well cared for 

though as in Buster and partly for the same reasons, there is no stimulus for 

the people to excel themselves. Their case, however, is better than in 

Bustar; they are evidently more contended and numerous and less 

apprehensive of intercourse. The drawbacks here appear to be in addition to 

the universal fault of the cultivator being unable to reap the fruits of his 

labour or rest his claims on any stated share of the common property, that 

although there are several large villages and many small ones- their 

communication one with another is exceedingly limited and un frequent; 

there are no periodical bazars and the produce of one village find its way 

with difficulty to the next and this want is aggravated by the total want of any 

current medium of exchange. No money passess in the country not even 

cowries and during my tour it has been found necessary to pay the coolies in 

grain. These causes are the source of stagnation and much retard the 

development of the resources of this rich tract; the disposition of the people 

however and the good intentions of the Rajah give every hope that these 

hindrances will be gradually and effectively removed and the country be 

made to assume that increased appearance of prosperity which it is naturally 

from many advantages so capable of maintaining. The hills are well wooded 

where the process called Dahee1 here also practiced the way for cultivation. 

In some Kakeri2 and Bustar has not cleared the way for cultivation. In some 

parts as Thooamool clearing has taken to some considerable extent 

principally by the hill Khonds whose fields occupy the slopes and tops of the 

hills but which latterly and gradually then appear to be leaving for the plains, 

The disposition will doubtless increase as they gain confidence in the 

dwellers in the low country and be much fostered and encouraged by the 

establishment of bazars in the various large villages in their neighborhood 

which the Rajah has at my suggestion promised to give immediate attention 
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to. The Serai3 so common in Bustar yielding large quantities a very useful 

dammer or resin and the wood of which possesses the property of not rotting 

when immersed in water or inserted in the ground the pillar commonly seen 

in the middle of tanks in this country being generally of Sereai wood; and 

several kinds of hard woods useful for building purposes but of no great size. 

The orange though not is here cultivated in considerable quantity and 

produces very fine fruit, I cannot learn from whence it has been introduced, 

those whom I have asked say, from Jeypore and Nowrangpore but I am not 

aware that the tree is originally a nature of those parts or that the vegetation 

there differs materially from that of this dependency. 

 

1 Shifting cultivation on the hill slopes 

2 Kanker 

3 Sal 

 

7. Hills—The principal range of hills in the Kharonde dependency, 

which is considerable is contributed by the Eastern Ghats and though in 

some places disconnected runs from North to South and rather West 

through Mudunpoor Kharonde and Lanjigurh in the South of which last 

Zamindary the range divides the main branch proceeding South through 

Jeypore to Goonapoor and the other, broad and mountainous winds towards 

the West through Korlapat andThooamool again dividing the branch running 

West into Nowrangurh Bhendry *, and other South to join the original range. 

It receives names at different points from the villages near its base, the 

highest part being perhaps that called Nyamgiri near Lanjigurh. small hills 

are also interspersed throughout the dependency. 

8. Rivers—The rivers in this dependency are for the most part small 

and all tributaries of large rivers. Those most deserving of notice are 

Indrawatty 2, a tributary of the Godavery; the Tale.3 tributary of the 

Muhanuddy 4 and the Hatti5 which falls into the Tale. 

1st—The Indrawatty has its origin about a mile and a half above the 

village of Thooamool and flowing South-West enters the Buster dependency 

where becoming a considerable river it joins the Godavary after a course of 

about 300 miles as mentioned in the report * upon that dependency. I may 

add that the water is, if not precisely of the same. *Letter No. 51, dated the 

27th of May 1856 quality at its source as formerly noticed with regard to it at 

Jugdulpore yet so  tainted as to affect the colour of metal vessels in which it 

is boiled and kept.  

2nd—The Tale river is the principal and receives, most of the other 

streams, in other words describes the chief watershed of the dependency. It 

rises about 14 miles to the South-East of Joonagarh, and pursuing a 
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northerly and rather easterly direction receiving several tributaries, it joins 

the Mahanuddy near Sohnpoor 6 after a course of 150 miles. The bed of this 

river is generally sandy, it is more observable from breadth than depth and 

its water though they decrease very much during the hot season do not 

entirely dry up.  

3rd—The Hatti river is a large tributary of the Tale and rises in the 

Mahulpatna Gurh (Zamindary) of the Thooamool Zamindary about 60 miles 

South-West of Joonagurh.   It flows North-East joining the Tale at the village 

of Bundgaon about 7 miles to the North of Joonagurh, its bed is deep rather 

than broad and its waters are not constant throughout the year. The 

Bunsodhar1, Rahoolan2, Oodunt8 and Suggora4 are also tributaries of the 

two former rivers flowing in the same direction but of no great size. 

9. Towns—The villages of Kharonde are more   numerous and very 

much exceed in size and condition than those of Buster.   The principal town 

of the dependency, Joonagurh, is situated on the banks of the Hatti river 

distance from Raipur 210 miles South-East.  It contains nearly 500 houses, 

principally of thatch and bamboos; the streets are irregular, each house 

being separate with a small enclosure or piece of ground attached; the 

prevailing system of arrangement, tending both to insecurity and the 

accumulation of dirt.   The Rajah's house is built of brick and chunam and  in 

one part consists of two stories with a terraced roof.   The town of 

Bhundaysir—the temporary residence of the Rajah in consequence of the 

Cholera having carried off" his younger brother about seven years since is 

situated about 20 miles to the North-East of Joonagurh and contains about 

200 houses.   Next in size and importance to Joonagurh, however, is the 

town of Dadpore 5 about 30 miles to the North-East of it.   It contains 

upwards of 400 houses of the same construction the walls being found of 

wattled bamboo plastered on both sides with mud and the roof thatched with 

grass.   The houses are generally broad and of convenient size and the 

material forms a comfortable and substantial habitation.   Asoorgurh on a 

tributary of the Tale river about 50 miles North-East of Joonagurh contains 

about 100 houses.   Lanjigurh about 42 miles South-East of Joonagurh at 

the foot of the Nyamgiri hills is the principal town of the Zamindary of that 

name and contains about 150 houses. 

 

Name of Towns  Name of 

houses 

about 

Kassipore one of the principal towns of 

the Thooamool Zamindary situated 60 

miles to the South and rather East of 

Joonagarh contains about 100 house. 

Besides these the towns named in the 

margin are not unworthy of mention. 

Khyrpodur  200  
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Mahalpatna 

Duspore 

Chichiah 

Sosiah 

Kunnut 

Kooksurah 

Meidinpore 

Chilchila 

Dohgaon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 

100 

100 

80 

80 

60 

60 

60 

50 

 

1. Bansadhara 

2. Raul 

3. Udanti 

4. Sagada 

5. Dadpur 

 

10. Population, Castes and Languages—The value of statistical information 

appears to be imperfectly understood by native rulers, little or no attention 

being paid to it and the collecting of the requisite data being much impeded 

by prejudices of caste and custom. Of the numbers of population, therefore, 

of this dependency it has been found impossible to obtain any accurate 

statement or idea. 

 
Villages No. of Villages Average No. of 

houses in each 

village 

Average No. of 

persons per 

house 

 

Population 

Khalsa 727 20 4 85,000 

Zamindary 1,026 5 4 20,520 

Total 1,753 … … 1,05,520 

 

The bulk of the population belong to the hill tribe called Khonds whose 

restless disposition seldom allows them to remain long on the same spot 

and the greater part of whom pay nothing to Government, and have but little 

intercourse with its officers. From the stated number of villages as obtained 

from the accounts produced by the Rajah, taken together with their average 

size and the number of their inmates per house as estimated from 

information collected during actual residence and obtained from intelligent 

inhabitants, the population of Kharonde may be approximately on the rough 

calculation at about 80,000. About two-thirds of this number is Khonds, the 

remaining castes found in the dependency being distributed as under. 
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 Number of Castes  Number of houses about 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

Brahmin 

Rajpoots 

Bunneahs 

Kostas 

Bhulias 

Ghyras 

Talees 

Bhutras 

Gouds 

Moras 

Malees 

Dosees 

Bagtees 

Kumbars 

Gudwas 

Kohdras 

Dhobees 

Koltias 

Sonars 

Dooras 

Bankas 

Navoos 

Kurmees 

Lohras 

Sowars 

Kummars 

Sundees 

Bargees 

Sumpwas 

Domes 

Maheahs 

Chumbars 

Bhooees 

Kaests 

Hulwas 

Gandas 

Goodujas 

Ghassiahs 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

300 

30 

300 

50 

100 

500 

200 

70 

100 

100 

150 

10 

25 

100 

25 

30 

150 

200 

20 

50 

500 

40 

100 

50 

400 

60 

50 

10 

20 

1,000 

100 

50 

5 

10 

60 

.. 

2 

250 
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The greater numbers of these are generally known and require no 

particular notice. The language of the country is Oriya, written in the 

character peculiar to it and the Khond, spoken by the hill people of that 

name, but the use of paper is almost unknown all record and 

correspondence being written with a style on the leaf of the palmyra. As in 

Buster and Jeypore, the practice has here also prevailed until lately of giving 

Brahminical threads to members of the lower caste as a gift from the Rajah 

to any one whom he might consider deserving of it, or to pacify in cases 

where a large fine has been exacted. The castes to whom this privilege was 

limited were Rajpoots, Gonds, Dooras, Sowriahs, Bhuttras, Malees, Bonkas 

and Kulwas; and once bestowed the custom continues hereditary. Khond 

inhabitants of this district are of two classes or tribes, one living in the open 

country and forming the largest portion (probably about three-fifths of the 

whole) called "Kotchriah" Khonds are the most civilized; the other confined 

to the hills are called "Pahariah" or "Dongriah" Khonds. They differ slightly in 

custom, depending chiefly on their relative positions and though this may be 

supposed to have determined their division, yet they do not intermarry or 

hold much intercourse one with another. The former are described as 

peaceable, loyal and industrious generally being cultivators. They have no 

distinction of caste, each house providing for its own domestic 

arrangements. Their clothing generally consists of a single cloth and in some 

rare exceptions a turban. They worship the same Gods as the Hill Kondhs ; 

marry one wife and their ceremonies are conducted by the Majee of the 

village, or one of the elders of the tribe. There appears to be nothing 

specially observable regarding them except that they seem to be a race in 

disposition and under circumstances highly favourable to efforts for their 

improvement. The Hill Khonds and their peculiarities have already been 

carefully and minutely described in connection with the Meria Agency, so as 

to render any particular notice from my limited experience of them 

unnecessary. They appear to possess the characteristics and qualities of all 

savage hill tribes, quick of observation, suspicious, sensitive, exceedingly 

trustworthy, fond of ornaments and primitive in their habits. Their villages 

consist generally of one long wide street of double bamboo and thatched 

houses, having each a door of access in front and a door of escape in rear; 

their cultivation is entirely in the hills and they have only lately begun to 

evince a desire to locate themselves in the more healthy plains, attaching 

themselves in most cases to some larger village; at a distance from which 

they construct their own quarter, as near to the foot to the hills as possible. 

They pay no tax whatever, their only contribution being a sheep or some 

small present at the Dusserah. It is probable that the establishment of 

periodical bazars, as yet unknown here will tend beneficially in attracting 

them to the open country and inspiring them with confidence sufficient to 

induce them to mix with the other inhabitants of the country. The Gods 
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worshipped by both tribes of Khonds are represented by two sticks of 

unequal length inserted in the ground without any tenement or temple. The 

names locally given are "Dhurmee"1 or Earth and "Dhurma"* (the Judge of 

departed souls) and the offerings, which usually consist of arrack and live 

animals, as fowls, sheep, buffaloes, and c. (and until very lately there is no 

doubt human beings) are simply placed in front of the idol upon the ground. 

In their food they are wholly indiscriminate and cook in old earthen vessels 

which they prefer to new ones and which they obtain from the villagers of the 

open country when they bring the produce of theirs, as turmeric, chillies, 

tobacco, oilseeds, candol (a large variety of pulse) and edible roots of which 

there are several kinds, resembling the yam and very palatable, to exchange 

for salt, clothes and c. The "Bhoulias" and "Kostas" are both weavers, of the 

former of cotton and the latter of "Kosa" or "Tussa"8 silk. Their language is 

Oriya but they do not intermarry. The Bhoolias are said to have migrated 

from the Dhumteery4 and Dhumda Parghanas of Chutteesgurh. The caste of 

Malees or Gardeners is here divided into two, both distinct, their members 

not intermarrying with each other, the one called "Pundras" earn their 

livelihood by the sale of "Choorwa" or beaten rice and the other called 

"Koslas" cultivate vegetable gardens. The "Dosees" or Astrologers, are few 

and illiterate, but satisfy the superstitions of an ignorant and credulous 

population. They wear brahminical threads, though not Brahmins, and speak 

Oriya. Their mode of proceedings in practicing their vocation is simple. 

When any person comes to consult him, the astrologer takes a small 

quantity of rice in his hand and having counted out the grain in parcels of 

eight or any smaller number, the remaining grains under that number, are re-

ferred to the pages of a book counted from the end according to the number 

of grain and the words written on the page being the answer to the question 

proposed.  

On examination of the book written in Oriya on Palmyra leaf, of one of 

these functionaries (which I did in the investigation of the case of the new 

deity) I found the very convenient arrangement had been adopted of having 

a favourable and an adverse sentiment on each page, which were used at 

discretion or as prompted by the liaberality or otherwise of the applicant. The 

―Bagtes‖ are only found in Joonagarh and their employment is confined to 

catching fish, they also cultivate. The ―Kondras‖ are basket makers working 

in bamboo, which is split and woven in to mats and baskets. 

1. Dharitri 

2. Duma 

3. Tusser 

4. Dhantari of Rajpur district. 
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The "Koltias" are a race of cultivators nearly allied to "Malees" but of 

distinct caste. They cultivate generally, but their special province is the 

cultivation of the sugarcane and preparation of sugar. The "Doorahs" are 

cultivators, serving also as soldiers and their language is Telgoo, differing in 

this respect from the common language of the country and indicating their 

origin as from the south-east. The "Bonkas" are soldiers or Paiks, but use 

the Oriya language. The "Sowriahs" are an ignorant, rude, uncivilized race, 

in progress much on a level with the Khonds. They are cultivators and speak 

Oriya, having the privilege, as before stated, of wearing the Brahminical 

thread. The "Kummars" are basket makers and "Shicarees" their number is 

small. The Sampwahs are mendicants who travel about the country 

exhibiting snakes as their name implies. They speak Oriya and are few in 

number. "Domes" are found throughout the length and breadth of the 

dependency, their numbers being considerable. Their language is a 

corruption of Oriya and they weave clothes in addition to other employments 

of a meaner denomination connected with the village. Their duties are the 

same and the race appears to be identical with the Domes of Hindoostan; 

they correspond in every particular to the "Dhets" or outcastes of the village, 

though not aborigines. The "Bhoees" or bearers found here speak Telgoo, 

they are few in number and confined to Joonagarh. 

11. Production—The production of the Kharonde   dependency, though 

various, are none of them of a very superior quality,  or produced in such 

quantities as to admit of exportation, the greater part of them being 

consumed within the limits of the estate.   They may be thus enumerated. 

 

1. Rice 

2. Kootkee 

3. Mundiah 

4. Kodoo 

5. Goorjee   .. Cereals 

6. Moong   .. 

7. Orid   .. Pulses 

8. Candol   .. 

9. Koolthee 

10. Sursun   .. Mustard 

11. Til     .. Oil-seed 

12. Erundee  .. Oil-seed 

13. Sugarcane 

14. Cotton 

15. Tobacco 

Wheat and several kinds of pulse, common in other parts, are not 

cultivated here though the soil is admirably adapted for them, and Channa is 
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produced to a very limited extent. There appears to be no obstacle to their 

introduction further than that they do not form articles of consumption by the 

inhabitants. Turmeric, Fenugree (Maythee) and most of the vetgetables used 

by the natives are cultivated in abundance. The imports from the west 

consist of wheat, Channa and c, from the east tobacco, salt, clothes and 

condiments as pepper, ginger, assafotida etc. Trade is principally carried on 

by barter, the rupee being the only current coin. 

11. Revenues and Charges—The revenues of the dependency as detailed in 

the annexed statement No. 1 are stated as 29,878-9-0 consisting of — 

 .. Rs. A.P. 
Land Revenue .. 19,180-13-0 
Zemindaree .. 2,310-0-0 
Sayer .. 7,867-12-0 
Sewal .. 520-0-0 

Total .. 29,878-9-0 
 Expenses of management, tukolee, alienations and the private 

expenses of the Rajah as detailed in the annexed statement No. 2 amount to 

Rs. 29,195-8-0 as under. 

 .. Rs. A.P. 
Tukolee .. 4,500-0-0 
Alienations .. 7,491-13-0 
Charges of management .. 6,169-11-0 
Private expenses .. 11,034-0-0 

Total .. 29,195-8-0 

Leaving a surplus balance of Rs. 683-1-0. Of the alienations which form 

a large item in the charges, one-fourth are enjoyed by the members of the 

family in lieu of maintenance and two-fifths are held by persons in service, 

whose pay being small, is eked out by the rental of lands, a mistaken system 

of economy, so that not more than one-third of the whole amount is devoted 

to the ordinary purposes of supporting pensioners, temples and charitable 

grants. The amount of private expenses is not large considering the size of 

the Rajah's establishment the pay of the servants does on an average 

exceed Rs. 2 per men sum and the number of animals is moderate. The 

average sum spent monthly in actual provisions will be seen to amount to 

Rs. 560. 

   Rs. A.P. 
Pay of 51 domestic servants  .. 1,080-0-0 
5 elephants feeding  Rs. 432-0-0 ..  
12 Servants  Rs. 432-0-0 .. 864-0-0 
12 Horses feeding Rs. 384-0-0 ..  
14 servants Rs. 330-0-0 .. 714-0-0 
Total  .. 2,658-0- 
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 .. Rs. A.P. 

Provisions .. 6,720-0-0 

Cloths .. 1,200-0-0 

Charity .. 360-0-0 

Sundries .. 96-0-0 

Total .. 11,034-0-0 

 

13. Management—The Raja pays personal attention to the management of his 

estate and during my residence of nearly two months in different parts of the 

dependency, I have received no complaint indicating any want on his part of the 

application of humane, sensible, well intended principles, or neglect in hearing and 

adjusting the differences of his people. There is however much room for 

improvement. The Suddur Cutchery consists of 13 Karkoons (receiving small pay 

and holding lands) including one Persian and one Nagre writer (each receiving the 

highest rate of salary Rs. 12 and holding no lands) and the Khalsa portion of the 

dependency being divided into 23 Talooks, eich is supervised by a Kamdar receiving 

on an average Rs. 4 per month and also holding lands. This officer makes settlement 

with the Potails annually, collects the rents, and prepares and forwards to the Suddur 

the accounts of his charge. He is assisted by the Majees or Potaih of villages, the 

Dhungra Majee a village officer subordinate to the Majee whose duty consists in 

collecting the villagers when required, and the Gandas or village watchers; as also by 

the "Paiks" or soldiers holding lands and distributed in every village. The assessment 

is not here made on the plough, as is universally the case in Chhutteesgurh and the 

other dependencies attached but on the extent of land for which a certain amount of 

seed grain is required, thus; in the open country Rs. 8 is levied on a piece of land for 

which seed grain to the amount of one "Khooree" is required—a Khooree being a 

measure equal to 12 Candies of 20 "Katas," each "Kara" being equal to 3 seers of 

Ngpore Rupees 80 each in weight. The settlement is made with the Majee or Potail, 

who is responsible for the village collection, and enjoys as remuneration one or more 

Khoorees of land according to the size of his village, and the extent of land under 

cultivation.   In the hill country the tax levied is more arbitrary and irregular, the 

Kamdar settling with the Majee of each village for such amount as may appear to him 

proportionate to the profits of the cultivation.. The Sayer is managed by a separate 

establishment consisting of 7 Kamdars and 10 Peons, whose united salaries amount 

to Rs.42-8-0 per month or 510 annually, the average pay of each Kamdar being 

under Rs. 5 and of each peon 1 rupee per month. Sayer is collected at Joonagurh, 

Bhundaysir, Dadpore, and Ampanee on imports and goods in transit principally 

consisting of salt on which the rate levied is from Rs.18 to Rs.26 per 100 bullocks 

loads, with a small allowance of 5 to 10 Gonees (half a bullock-load) for every 

hundred. The variation in rate is dependent on the caste of the importer. The Sayer 

of the Zemindars is not interfered with but remains in their own hands. 

Under Sewai, is included only fines and the amount is not comparatively   

large. 

The Zemindars pay a fixed amount of Tukolee and manage their own estates. 

14. History-The dependency of Kharonde is said to have formerly belonged to 

a family of Gunga Bunsee Rajpoots^tbe last member of which named Juggernet Deo 
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having no male issue to succeed bim sent in the year1 415 F, for one Rugnath Sai 

Deo, the younger brother of the then Rajah of Shatrunjigurh2 in Chota Nagpore and 

gave him his daughter in marriage together with the right of succession to the 

dependency. This Rugnath Sai Deo, a Naga Bansi Rajpoot was the first number of 

the present family who have ever since uninterruptedly held possession of the 

dependency. The present Rajah Oodit Prutap Deo, the 28th in succession from him, 

succeeded his father in the year 1263 3F, now about 21 years of age. He is manly, 

straightforward and of an excellent manner and disposition, converses freely without 

being forward, appears to study to understand the management of his estate and 

pays every attention to the orders issued to him from my Cutchery, which are 

carefully and regularly executed and answered. His conduct hitherto has been most 

satisfactory and there is every reason to expect considerable progress during the 

period, over which from his youth, there is every probability his rule may extend. His 

younger brother Gopeenath Deo, nominally the Zemindar of Dadpoor is about 20 

years of age and partakes of the good qualities of his elder brother. They both live 

together and the proceeds of the Zemindary are thrown into the general purse, its 

affairs being managed with the Khalsa portion of the dependency.   The ceremony 

observed on the coronation of a new Rajah is curious and appears   worthy of 

mention.   There is a place called Joog>ai   Patna, about 24 miles east of Joonagarh, 

where it is said a large village formerly stood probably   at one time the principal town 

of the dependency  but now covered with jungle.   Near this, lives a Khond family the 

eldest member  of which is called the  "Patmajee". When  the  Rajah dies, his  funeral  

rites   are performed and his corpse disposed of by the orders of his successor after 

the   due   completion of which officers, the Zemindars   and   principal persons in the   

dependency are assembled   at Joogsai Patna   for   the purpose of crowning the 

young Rajah which ceremony is  conducted in the following manner.    The 

"Patmajee" or Khond above   mentioned having seated himself on a large rock at 

Joogsaipatna, dressed in rich clothes   given him for the occasion, a rich cloth is 

thrown over his lap on which the young Rajah sits while his turban is tied by the 

Baghe  Pater1 or Dewan—all the  Zemindars and  principal persons present holding 

the  turban  cloth.      The Zemindars and others then present their Nuzzurs in token 

of obedience to their Ruler. The origin of the custom of celebrating their ceremony in 

the lap of a Khond is attributed to a covenant said to have been entered into between  

some   former Rajah (name unknown) and the Khonds of the country, but unfortu-

nately the legend has been lost nor does it appear that this particular Khond 

exercises any authority over his tribe. 

15. Tukolee-No accurate and satisfactory history of the amount paid as 

Tukolee, has been received nor do the records at Raipore throw much light on the 

subject. It is said that the dependency was formerly an independent state, paying no 

tribute to any power and that in the days of Rughojee (year and cause unknown) a 

tukolee of Rs.5,330 was fixed and regularly paid until the province of Nagpore came 

under European superintendence when in 1227 ¥z at the instance of Colonel Agnew 

Rs. 830 were remitted to be paid to Government. I shall not omit to note and furnish a 

report of any further information on this point that may hereafter come to my 

knowledge. It seems not probable that Kharonde was one of those States which 

together with Patna, Sumbulpore and   others were restored to Nagpore in 1806 after   

the Treaty of Deogaon in 1803 had deprived Rughojee of his eastern possessions, 

but of this, I can at present find nothing corroborative. The Rajah of Kharonde 
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annually received from the Governmen a ―Khilut‖ of Rs. 490 in value deducting from 

the Tukolee, which in like manner with the other Zemindars has not been issued for 

the last  two years.  The arrears  of  balance due  to the  Government to the end  of 

1263 Fl amount  to  C. Rs. 1,520-0-7 * which is promised at  an  early date. 

16. Debt—The only debt standing against the Rajah, is a sum of Rs. 3, 950 

due to a Sohookar in Raipore but of which no complaint has been received—and 

when it is added that there are no arrears of pay due to servants either in or out of 

employ—the Rajah's liabilities may be stated not to exceec one-sixth of his income. 

17. Jurisdiction—From the detached position of the Kharonde dependency as 

has been described in para. 2, and which I have endeavoured Co elucidate by a 

diagram and its distance from Raipore the position of its Civil and Criminal jurisdiction 

is a consideration of some difficulty and importance. On the north and west frontiers 

are Kareal2 and Nowagurh Bhendry3, under Chota Nagpore, in communication with 

the Commissioner of which nearly a month usually elapses before intelligence can be 

received even by post; on the east the dependency o?. Chinna Kemidy under the 

Superintendent of the Cuttack Mahals, intercourse with whom also, is very far 

removed, and much impeded—on part of the east, the whole of the south and part of 

the west the frontier is embraced by the large and independent State of Jeypore 

regarding which I beg to sub-join the following extract from a letter No.79 to my 

address from Mr. P. B. Smollett, the Government Agent in Vizagapatam, dated the 

28th May last. 

"The Zcmindary of Jeypore is only nominally attached to this Agency. There 

are no establishments maintained by Government within its limits and I have no 

control within the Zemindary." The facilities of escape thus afforded to offenders, 

within this part of my charge, are more than can be counteracted by the most active 

management, independent of the risk of embroiling the authorities at such a distance 

from supervision in constant difference with the uncivilized rulers, of rude states 

situated as those bordering on this dependency upon every side; it must moreover be 

matter of regret, that the efforts of a well mentioned active young proprietor, from 

whom so much may be expected, should be exposed to such untoward and manifest 

hindrances. 

I have already had complaints from the Rajah of the depredations committed in 

some parts of his territory by the Khonds of Patna, which his remonstninces have 

failed to control, while here I have had three cases of theft by persons belonging to 

that dependency and I have now before me two cases—one of murder and robbery 

and another of highway robbery in both of which the Jeypore Zemindary has formed 

an asylum or the offenders my repeated applications having proved unsuccessful in 

securing the assistance and co-operation of the Ruler of that State, nor indeed has 

any notice whatever of my communication, been taken. The distance to which the  

Kharonde dependency is removed from the Suddur Station of Raipore (upwards of 

200 miles) without any regular Communication, redoubles the inconvenience and I 

am unable  without some new revision and rearrangement of jurisdiction, how the 

serious evils   here complained of, can be  remedied,   or the   impediments   to 

progress removed.   The question is a larger one than  it becomes me to discuss,  

especially as it concerns the affairs of more    than  one neighboring jurisdiction, but I 

cannot refrain from stating it as my opinion that much   permanent   benefit would be 
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derived from uniting several of the  dependencies on   the  eastern boundary of the 

Nagpore Province,   whose  inaccessibility and the wild and   intractable character of 

whose population render them at present charge of so much anxiety into a separate 

jurisdiction with a station at some principal   town in their centre.   Previous to the 

introduction of our rule into Nagpore, the jurisdiction of the Kharonde Rajah, was not 

in any way interfered with, and punishing all heinous   offences himself, he left in the 

hands of his   Zemindars,   the jurisdiction, Criminal Civil of their own estate. The  

orders given on this subject, however, have  been strictly complied with, the Rajah 

showing a desire to conform to them in forwarding  to my court cases of a nature 

even more  trifling than appears to me to be necessary; and should such a system be 

carried out the business of my court would be very much increased. Should no 

project similar to what I. have   above described,   therefore,   be  in contemplation, I  

would recommend as a measure of expedience that   the   Rajah be provided with a 

copy of the rules furnished to Tehsildars for guidance in Criminal and Civil matters 

modified to suit the comprehension  and the powers advisable to be delegated in 

such cases, from which sufficient procedure and principle could be gathered to 

enable him to dispose of minor cases; power   once  granted,  however would be 

difficult to resume and their exercise   would   require   more careful watching than 

could easily   be bestowed. 

18. Climate—the climate of Kharonde is, in general, good and presents no 

peculiarities. Being near the Ghauts1 the rains are regular and abundant, during 

which season fever prevails, particularly amongst new arrivals and those 

unaccustomed to climate and food of the country. The water, however is good, at 

least that of the rivers and wells, for a custom obtains here which pollutes the water 

of the tank and renders it unfit for drinking purposes. Universally throughout the 

dependency, the people are in the habit of anointing their bodies with oil and turmeric 

as a prophylactic against cold and fever and from washing in the tanks the water 

becomes so much defiled that persons making use of it for any length of time are 

very liable to fall sick, as was exemplified in the cases of some of my men. Though 

Cholera is not unknown, its visits are not frequent nor its ravages great. 

Sir, I have the honour to be 

Your most obedient servant 
 

L.C. Elliot  
Chutteesgurh, 
Deputy Commissioner‘s Office      
Camp at Thooamool. 
The 28th July 1856. 
 
(Reprinted from the ―Elliot‘s report on Kalahandi state‖ Published in Orissa Historical 
Research Journal, Vol. xiv, No. 2, 1966.) 
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GLOSSARY  
 

Alpana (Jhoti) : Painting of decorative designs made on the wall or 
on the floor on festival occasions. 

Ashram School  : A type of Secondary school meant for tribal areas.  

At-land  : High lying land  

Begari : Impressments of persons into compulsory service 
without remuneration; forced labor 

Bethi : Labor which is not paid for  

Bhang  : Leaves of the intoxicating Indian hashish 

(Cannabis indica) 

Bhogra Land  : The land cultivated by a landlord or the Gountia 

himself  

Brahmottar : Land given free of rent to a Brahmin  

Chatasali : An old type of village school in olden times 

Chaura : A raised mound or structure near the house in 
which the Tulsi plant (holy basil) is planted and 
worshipped  

Chowkidar : A watchman; village police  

Cowry  : A sea-shell formerly used as medium of exchange  

Debottar land  : Land given free of rent for the worship of a deity  

Dewan : The chief executive officer next to the ruler in an 

ex-Feudatory State  

 

Dharamasala 

: A rest-house for pilgrims  

 

Durbar  

: A royal court; Government of an ex-ruling chief.  

Ekadasi : The eleventh day of the bright or the dark fortnight  

Gadi : Throne  

Gamchha : A towel, a piece of cloth use for bathing, etc.  

Ganja  : The intoxicating Indian Hemp (Cannavis sativa) 

Ganju : The headman of a village  

Gountia : The revenue collector of a village; the village 

headman  

Gramadan : Gift of village; refers to the Gramadan Movement 
started byVinobaBhave, the Sarvodaya leader  

GramaPanchayat : An elected body of local Self-Government at village 

level.  
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Gramarakhi : Village police  

Halia : A laborer who is engage in cultivation and other 

household work. 

Jagir : Land or village given on service tenure  

Jhankar : A village functionary in Western Odisha who 
assists the villagewatchman and acts as the priest 
of the village deity. Now he only performs the latter 
function.  

Jyotisa : Astrologer  

Kabuliyat : A counter lease on agreement to pay rent executed 
by the tenant in return for the lease granted to him 
by the landlord  

Kaviraja : A physician practicing medicine based on palnts 
and natural substances; an Ayurveda practitioner 
(Vaidya) 

Khalsa : Land or village directly administered by the ruler  

Khamar : Grain store of the kings. 
 

Khanapuri : Literally means filling in columns‘ the stage of 
preparation of preliminary records of rights in 
settlement operations  

Kharif : A crop season (Summer-Autumn ; during rainy 

season) 

Kharposh : Maintenance grant  

Khasra (form)  : A field index  

Khatian : A register in which the rights of tenants are recorded  

Khewat : A paper prepared during a revenue settlement 
showing the interest and shares of the various 
classes of proprietors in an estate  

Kistiwar : The first stage of preparation of record of rights in 
settlement operations  

Mahajan : A money-lender  

Maktab : Literally a writing place; a Muslim school  

Malguzari : The rent realized by the ex-Gountia or ex-Zamindar 
in order to pay to the King. 

Mal Land  : Upland  

Maan : A unit of measurement of grain  

Mafi : Land brought for a consideration from an ex-ruler or 
ex-Zamindar free of assessment  

Mauza : Village  

Nazarana : A tribute paid to the ex-ruler or ex-Zamindar.  
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Nuakhai : The ceremony of eating First produced rice of the 

year  

Paik  : The landed militia of Odisha  

Pathasala : A village school  

Patta : A lease given to a rayat showing his lands and his 
rents and the period for which it was fixed  

Patwari : A village revenue officer who collects land revenue 
and maintains village records  

Puti : A unit of measurement  

Rabi  : A crop season (Autumn-Spring; during summer) 

Sahukar : A money-lender  

Salami  : Present given to a landlord or a ruler  

Sanad : Farman, a grant, a written order signed and sealed 
by a king or government  

Sarpanch : Elected president of a village Panchayat 

Sthitiban : Occupancy tenant  

Suanga : An early type of dramatic performance akin to farce  

Taccavi : A loan given as a relief measure for carrying on 
agriculture operations  

Tahasil : A unit of land revenue administration  

Takoli : A tribute  

Vrata : A religious observance; the carrying out of a religious 

vow or fast  

Viman : The towered sanctuary in which the image of the 

deity is enshrined  

Wazib-ul-urz : A revenue administration record 
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Binjhal, 94, 95, 96 

Bir Keshari Deo, 410 

Biswanath Deo, 59, 71 

BM High School, 421 
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Gajanan Naik, 408, 409 
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411 
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Hati, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 32, 124, 159, 161, 163, 

213, 216, 332, 333, 437, 447 
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Inscription, 43, 44, 45, 46 
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Jagadeka Bhusana, 51, 52 

Jagannath Pattnaik, 405, 412, 416 

Jains, 86, 119 
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