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PREFACE 

The Gazetteer is an authoritative document that describes a District 
in all its hues–the economy, society, political and administrative setup, its 
history, geography, climate and natural phenomena, biodiversity and natural 
resource endowments. It highlights key developments over time in all such 
facets, whilst serving as a placeholder for the timelessness of its unique 
culture and ethos. It permits viewing a District beyond the prismatic image of 
a geographical or administrative unit, since the Gazetteer holistically 
captures its socio-cultural diversity, traditions, and practices, the creative 
contributions and industriousness of its people and luminaries, and builds on 
the economic, commercial and social interplay with the rest of the State and 
the country at large. The document which is a centrepiece of the District, is 
developed and brought out by the State administration with the cooperation 
and contributions of all concerned. Its purpose is to generate awareness, 
public consciousness, spirit of cooperation, pride in contribution to the 
development of a District, and to serve multifarious interests and address 
concerns of the people of a District and others in any way concerned.  

Historically, the “Imperial Gazetteers” were prepared by Colonial 
administrators for the six Districts of the then Odisha, namely, Angul, 
Balasore, Cuttack, Koraput, Puri, and Sambalpur. After Independence, the 
Scheme for compilation of District Gazetteers devolved from the Central 
Sector to the State Sector in 1957. Within the State, the responsibility for 
developing the Gazetteers was transferred from the Revenue Department to 
the Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA) in 1999.  In this process, 
the “District Gazetteers” of all thirteen Districts were published as follows: 
Koraput/1966 (Supplement/1984), Mayurbhanj/1967, Bolangir/1968, 
Sambalpur/1971, Dhenkanal/1972, Sundargarh/1975, Puri/1977, 
Kalahandi/1980, Boudh-Khondmal/1983, Keonjhar/1986, Balasore/1994, 
Ganjam/1995 and Cuttack/1992. The Gazetteers of Balasore/1994, 
Ganjam/1995 and Cuttack/1992, however, could not capture the implications 
of the reorganisation of these Districts. Though 10 out of 13 Districts had 
been reorganised into 27 and the total number of Districts in the State had 
gone up to 30, the reality remained to be captured in the Districts’ 
Gazetteers.  

Be it so, the time is now ripe to build on the rich cache of Gazetteers 
available across the Districts in Odisha, and to develop updated documents 
that capture the essence of each District as it exists today. The Districts 
have evolved over the last couple of decades as a result of various natural 
phenomena and unforeseen forces, besides a slew of economic and social 
sector reforms undertaken at the National, State and local levels. The 
resulting impacts have been more cataclysmic in some Districts than others, 
which are reflective of the complex dynamics at work which determine a 
District’s state of preparedness and receptivity to change or its absorptive 
capacity. This diversity in impacts across Districts is now captured both in 
measurable parameters and non-measurable underlying trends and 
perceptions in the updated District Gazetteers.  

Besides catching up with the developments in each of the thirty 
Districts and the environs, it was felt opportune to capture the major shifts in 
areas and issues of priority and concern across the districts by suitably 
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restructuring the document, to recount the post-Independence events in brief 
for their historic value and evolutionary impact on the District, and to bridge 
an important lacuna, viz. incorporating the role played by freedom fighters 
from each District in India’s Independence, which was sparingly mentioned 
in the Gazetteers initially prepared by colonial administrators. Though the 
updated Gazetteers draw heavily on the past Gazetteers of thirteen 
undivided Districts, the documents were also restructured to provide for 
elimination, modification and insertion of some issues in discussion with the 
Consulting Editors and District Administration in order to present a 
comprehensive and contemporaneous picture of the Districts. 

The task of developing and updating the Gazetteers for the present 
30 Districts was initiated in the first week of May 2015. Procedurally, a series 
of time-bound initiatives taken since then were bed-rocked on the complete 
and continuous involvement of the District Collector and heads of concerned 
line departments at the district level in the coverage of issues and 
developments over time, coupled with specific participation of a number of 
scholars and experts, including some senior serving and retired civil 
servants. A standardised synopsis of the District Gazetteer was prepared by 
GAA to assist in the development of the initial drafts by each District 
Administration. For this exercise, a Committee was constituted by GAA 
under the District Collector to steer the development of the initial draft for the 
respective District. A number of Sub-Committees comprising officials and 
experts were also constituted, again at District level, for drafting specific and 
thematic chapters. The initial drafts prepared by the District Administration 
were received by GAA starting in August 2015. After in-house scrutiny of 
these drafts, detailed comments and suggestions for bridging information 
gaps were sent by GAA to enable suitable revisions by the District 
Administration. A process of continuous monitoring of the development of 
the next stage of drafts was followed, and the second drafts were received 
by GAA by the end of October 2015. This revised draft Gazetteer of each 
District was then placed for scrutiny at two levels– the first by the public at 
large by hosting the drafts at the website of GAA 
(gopabandhuacademy.gov.in), and the second by a set of 30 Experts, one 
for each District, designated as Consulting Editor.  

Simultaneously, Government in General Administration Department 
(GAD) with the approval of Hon’ble Chief Minister reconstituted the State 
Advisory Committee (SAC) and State Working Committee (SWC) on 
Gazetteers vide Notification No. 23473 dated 26 September, 2015. The SAC 
continues to be headed by Chief Secretary, Government of Odisha. The 
SWC hereafter was to be chaired by the Director General, GAA, who had 
also been notified as the ex-officio Chief Editor of Gazetteers, besides being 
granted functional freedom to prepare and publish the Gazetteers. A series 
of meetings were held by DG, GAA with the Consulting Editors appointed for 
refinement of the drafts prepared at the District level to discuss and to 
ensure accuracy and coherence, quality and content. The Consulting Editors 
also visited the respective Districts regularly to interact with senior officials, 
governmental and non-governmental organisations and persons concerned 
with the preparation of the initial two drafts. The drafts reviewed by DG, 
GAA, with the Consulting Editors were forwarded to the District Collectors for 
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authentication of content and further improvements in quality, wherever felt 
necessary. 

The final round of discussions with the Consulting Editors was held 
in GAA in February through till April 2016, and the draft Gazetteers, finalised 
at this stage again in consultation with the District Collectors, were placed 
before the SWC.  Drafts recommended by it were placed before the SAC for 
approval. 

Keonjhar is on eof the three districts tht remained undivided in the 
process of the re-organisation of the districts in 1993. Gazetteer of this 
district was published in 1986. Considering the developments that had taken 
place in the 30 years, it was necessary to update the gazetteer. In preparing 
the initial draft gazetteer, the district administration had to see that major 
changes that had taken place in the last three decades are covered, yet at 
the same time continuity with the past maintained. I thank Mr. Noonsavath 
Thirumala Nayak, IAS, Collector, his team of officers and the concerned 
local expert for their contribution in collection and compilation of relevant 
inputs. 

I also thank Mr. Amiya Bhusan Tripathy, IPS (Retd.), the Consulting 
Editor who read the draft gazetteer and tried to improve it. 

I convey my sincere gratitude to the members of the State Working 
Committee and State Advisory Committee for their valuable inputs and 
advice. I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the contribution of 
my friends and colleagues in the State Administration and particularly those 
at GAA namely Dr. R.N. Patra, Deputy Director(Studies), Sri Subrat Kuanr. 
Research Officer, Sri R.K. Choudhury, Resoure Person and Dr. R.K. Swain, 
Compiler 

Finally, despite optimum efforts to plug the obvious limitations and 
lacunae in the Gazetteer, factual deficiencies, misspellings and grammatical 
errors might be found. The responsibility for all its shortcomings doubtless 
remains mine. With an eye to the future, I urge all readers, including 
thematic experts, young scholars, and luminaries, to offer their valuable 
suggestions for improving the quality and contents of the document for the 
next addition with the passage of time. 

I would like to thank the people of the District of Keonjhar for their 
contributions over time to the making of the District as we now know it, and 
commend this document to them and to all other stakeholders within the 
State and beyond. 

 
Dr. Taradatt, IAS 

Chief Editor, Gazetteers & 
Director General, GAA 
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PREFACE           

The privilege of revising,updating and editing the Gazetteer of Keonjhar 
district was bestowed on me by Dr Tara Datt, the Director General of 
Gopabandhu Academy of Administration. Initially a reluctant taker because 
of the frightening time schedule to complete a task that  appeared  
formidable in terms of size,volume of data and content as varied as A to Z, I 
opted for Keonjhar which had nourished my childhood and adolescence. 

I had the base documents, the old Gazetteer of Keonjhar and the new 
revised draft. Marrying the contents of the old with the new was to say the 
least a herculean task,for the district,one of the three still  undivided ones of 
Odisha presents a wide spectrum of contrasts after attainment of 
independence in August 1947. It is a predominantly tribal district where the 
tribals with age  old  social customs have witnessed and are continuing to 
witness the effects of modernization and fast changing technology, it is a 
district rich in mineral resources where exploitation of the minerals has 
changed the social and economic scenario of the district. It was one of the 
most backward districts of Odisha which has seen strides in the  
development of education, communication,  health,agriculture and related 
fields. So while the old Gazetteer contains admirable historical perspective, 
the revised draft was overflowing with data of multitudinous schemes  and 
there lay the challenge, collating, integrating and editing the data with  
smooth linkage to history. 

In this task I was very ably supported by the district administration. I 
had a meeting with all district  level  officers at Keonjhar  in the presence of 
the Collector Dr N. Thirumala Naik IAS and had useful interaction with them. 
ADM Keonjhar Shri Sangram Keshari  Swain OAS (S)  who was the Nodal 
Officer was my day to day contact man who took pains to send further 
revised drafts in accordance with my suggestions.  

This Gazetteer contains seventeen chapters as against nineteen of the 
old one. I have excluded two chapters as I thought that would lead to 
repetitions and incorporating redundant data and I hope the new Gazetteer  
will be a reliable source of reference. Now coming to express my thanks,  I 
must pay my compliments to Dr Tara Datt for devising  this novel method of  
updating  the Gazetteers by a group of persons  he thought were capable of 
implementing his idea and I must thank him for choosing me as a part of that 
group. I convey my very sincere thanks  to Dr N.Thirumala Naik  Collector 
and District Magistrate Keonjhar, Shri Sangram Keshari Swain ADM 
Keonjhar and their team for their day to day support. I thank my colleague in 
INTACH  ( Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage), Shri Anil 
Dhir,a heritage enthusiast who has helped me    whenever I was in need. 

 

Amiya Bhusan Tripathy 

Consulting Editor 
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CHAPTER-I 

GENERAL 
Introduction 

Keonjhar enjoys pride of a place in the geological and anthropological 

map of the State. Its minerals are varied and rich. Its iron-ore, manganese 

and chrome ore are opulent as well as extensive. Anthropologically, it has 

two main tribes,the Juangs and the Bhuyans who have unique ethnic life 

style. Both Juangs and Bhuyans insist on their right for shifting cultivation 

which is known by different names such as Rama, Biringa and Podu. 

Bhuyans follow many traditional Hindu practices. When a distinguished visitor 

arrives in a Bhuyan Village, the women according to Hindu tradition insist that 

the visitor should stand on a little elevated wooden pedestal, so that they 

could wash his feet.  For natural beauty, Keonjhar is as varied as the whole 

of Odisha1 with waterfalls of many heights, roaring gorges with rolling 

boulders and rocks of varying hue which are otherwise rare. Wild animals in 

the forests almost hecome entinct  due to indiscriminate pooching. 

  Keonjhar has the distinction of having one of the oldest rocks in the 

world covering an area of 100 squre kms. at Asanpat. The rock is said to be 

38,000 million years old. It must have been there before peninsular India 

broke away from Antarctica and moved north. 

Origin and Name of the District 

 As a sequel to the integration of the feudatory States with Odisha on the 

1st January, 1948; the erstwhile princely state of Kendujhar emerged as one 

of its thirteen districts with headquarters at Keonjhargarh. The district was 

named after its headquarters, Keonjhar. Various attempts at the exposition of 

the origin of the name Keonjhar have been merely speculative. 

Some scholars hold that Kendujhar, the original name of the place, was 

the Tantrik land of Jahor which finds prominent mention in Tibetan work like 

pag-sam-zon zang. But their opinion is seldom reliable. The name of both the 

town and the ex-State as pronounced by the local people is Kenjhar which 

has been sanskritised as Kendujhar by the ex-Durbar Government. In 

medieval Sanskrit inscriptions we find the representation of this name as 

Kenjhar which goes to prove that the place was known as Kenjhar long 

before the time of Yoti Bhanja. This place was made the headquarters of the 

Bhanja rulers in the 12th century A. D. and the State was known as Kenjhar. 

Iñ spite of the attempt at sanskritising the name as Kendujhar; the English 

writers used to call it  Keonjhar which more correctly represented the early 

name Kenjhar. 

                                                           
1 On 4th November, 2011, Pursuant to 113th Constituation Amendment, the word 
‘Orissa’ became ‘Odisha’ and ‘Oriya’ became ‘Odia’. 

http://sq.km/
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Prior to merger of the state, Bhanja dynasty  ruled over the Keonjhar 

state. The British rule has also been introduced during the 19th century. 

Location  and General Boundaries of the District  

        The entire district is situated within 21º 00’53”N & 22º 09’43” N latitude 

and 85º 11’ 0”E and 86º-21’30”E longitude.  

Keonjhar district is bounded by Singhbhum district of Jharkhand and a 

part of Sundargarh district in the north, part of Mayurbhanj and Balasore 

districts in the east, Bhadrakh, Jajpur districts in the south and Dhenkanal, 

Angul districts in the west. 

Geophysical Area of the District and a Brief Outline of the 

Administrative Set-up 

        The geographical area of Keonjhar district is 8303 Sq. kms, which looks 

like a green coconut with tapering end at the north and south. The district 

extends from Village Badabarbil  in north to Village Jantia in the south 

covering a length of about 150 kms. It gradually widens and reaches 

maximum width of about 70 kms almost at the middle i.e. from Binjabahal in 

the west to Turumunga in the east. Out of the total 8303 sq. km geographical 

area, the forest area of this district is  3374 sq.km (40.63%).  

Configuration of the Ground 

  Keonjhar District is a major district of Odisha, as far as the geographical 

area is concerned. It can be distinctly divided in to two parts which are highly 

dissimilar in nature i.e. lower Keonjhar and upper Keonjhar so far as the 

configuration is concerned. The lower Keonjhar consists of Keonjhar valley 

and low lands of Anandapur civil subdivision; where as upper Keonjhar 

which comprises Sadar and Champua civil sub-divisions is mountainous and 

undulating. It is mainly inhabited by aboriginal like Bhuyans and Juangas. 

 The district is having a chain of mountains on its western and southern 

borders with distinct slopes towards river Baitarani on the north and 

Brahmani on the south. The altitude of these hill ranges varies from 600 mtr. 

to 900 mtr. and the highest point of this division is the Mankadanacha peak 

(1117 mtr.) and situated on the western border overlapping Koira valley of 

Bonai forest division. 

Administrative Set Up 

The district comprises three Sub-Divisions, thirteen Blocks  and thirteen 

Tahasils at present. The district has remained  undivided  after 

reorganization of the districts in1992/93 when 13 districts of Odisha were 

divided into 30 districts.  Up to 1996, there were 7 tahasils functioning in 

three Sub Divisions. Subsequently by  2011, 6 (six)new Tahasils namely 
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Patna, Harichandanpur, Bansapal, Jhumpura  Ghasipura and Saharpada 

were created. 

As per 73rd amendment of the Constitution of India, 3-tier Panchayati 

Raj system is implemented in the district where all the rural development 

schemes and programmes are being monitored through PRIs viz. Zilla 

Parishad at district level, Panchayat Samitis at block level and Gram 

Panchayats at the grass root level. The details of  Sub-Divisions,  community 

development blocks and gram panchayats operating under the three Sub-

Divisions are as follows: 

Name of the Sub-

Division 

Name of the Blocks No. of Gram Panchayats 

Sadar Sub-division 

 

 

 

1.Sadar 24 

2.Saharpada 20 

3.Patna 20 

4.Ghatgaon 26 

5.Telkoi 22 

6.Banspal 21 

7.Harichandapur 25 

Anandapur Sub-division 8.Hatadihi 31 

9.Anandapur 16 

10.Ghasipura 22 

Champua Sub-division 11.Jhumpura 22 

12.Champua 22 

13.Joda 15 

 Total 286 

 There are four Municipalities in the district with headquarters at 

Keonjhar, Anandapur, Joda and Barbil & one Notified Area Council (NAC)  at 

Champua. There are 24 Police Stations in the district and one Energy Police 

Station at Keonjhargarh.  

 As per decision of Government, the 13  Tahasil offices have been 

created in all 13 Blocks of this district and the jurisdiction of the Tahasils are 

coterminus with  that of the Blocks. 

 The number of Villages comes to 2132, in the district. Sub-Divisions 

wise, Anandapur have  511 Villages, Keonjhar, 1191 Villages and Champua 

has,430 Villages. There are 80 Revenue Inspector Circles in this district. 

Tahasil  wise, R.I. circles, Grama Panchayats  and Revenue Villages are 

given below:- 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of  the 
Tahasil 

Total R.I. circle in 
Tahasil 

Total G.P. in 
Tahasil 

Total Villages in 
Tahasil 

Remarks 
. 

 
1 2 3 4 5  
1 Keonjhar 6 24 253  
2 Ghatagaon 6 26 142  
3 Patna 12 20 154  
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4 Saharapada 6 20 138  
5 Harichandanpur 6 25 194  
6 Banspal 3 21 162  
7 Telkoi 4 22 148  
8 Anandapur 6 16 122  
9 Ghasipura 6 22 173  
10. Hatadihi 7 31 216  
11. Champua 6 22 151 . 
12. Barbil 6 15 127  
13. Jhumpura 6 22 152  
 Total 80 286 2132 

 
 

 The territorial jurisdiction of Revenue Inspector (R.I) Circles has been 

reorganized to facilitate better administrative arrangements. The boundary of 

the R.I circle is coterminus with one or more Gram Panachayats and all the 

Villages of the concerned G.P have been kept in one R.I Circle 

Natural divisions of the state and Land formation 

Keonjhar is a major district of Odisha, as far as the geographical area is 

concerned. It can be distinctly divided into two parts which are highly 

dissimilar in nature i.e. lower Keonjhar and upper Keonjhar. The lower 

Keonjhar consists of Keonjhar valley and low lands of Anandapur civil Sub-

Division where as upper Keonjhar comprising Keonjhar and Champua civil 

Sub-Division is mountainous and undulating. It is mainly inhabited by Tribes 

namely Bhuyans and Juangs. 

As per the latest classification, the soil of the district belongs to two 

major categories i.e. Alfisol and Vetrisol. In soil formation process, the 

climate plays a very vital role. But deviations are noticed in hilly areas where 

the topsoil is subjected to shift as they are immature and have formed no 

stable profile even though the rocks from which they are derived may be 

exceedingly ancient. A limited area possessing more or less uniform climatic 

condition with hilly country has immature soil, and the parent rock continues 

its influence. The soil in consequence retains some of its original lithological 

characteristics. Therefore, the soil can be ascribed to the rocks from which 

they are derived. 

Sandy or gritty soil in the hilly forest areas is produced moderately from 

the granite rocks. The clay fraction is derived from the decomposition of 

feldspar. It usually flushed down into the lower ground to enrich the 

agricultural land.  

The dolerite dykes are inclined to weather their sharp ridges with a 

screen of rounded boulders. The dolerites and epidiorites on weathering 

transformed into good clay and produce very fertile agricultural soils in the 

valley.  

The district constitutes of a compact area and its extreme length from 

north to south is nearly 145 km. and the average breadth from east to west is 

about 65 km.  The highlands consisting of clusters of rugged crags afforded 
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a safe retreat to its inhabitants in troubled times. The mountain tops 

observed from low lands appear to be sharply ridged or peaked, but in reality 

they have extensive table-lands on their summit, fit well both for pasture and 

tillage. The average elevation at its centre is about 500m. At places, isolated 

hills rise abruptly from the plains. But most of the areas have a general 

elevation of over 600 m. which form the watershed of some Rivers. The 

Baitarani River has its origin in the hilly north-western division. In between 

these two natural divisions, passes the State Highway (now NH215) from 

Chaibasa to Jajpur Road; through the headquarters, Keonjhar. 

Hills and Moutains 

Wide ranges of lofty hills and dense jungles; constitute the boundary 

between Keonjhar and the neighbouring districts. From the eastern side of 

this range a large plateau extends to Mayurbhanj and Singhbhum on the one 

hand and to the borders of lower Keonjhar on the other, varying in height 

from 244 to 457 metres. With the exception of isolated hills and undulating 

tracts, this vast plateau is generally open and occupied by large Villages and 

numerous Hamlets; it is well watered by streams which in the rains are 

raging torrents, hurrying to discharge their waters into the Baitarani. At the 

source of the Baitarani at Gonasika, a temple has been built. The range of 

hills in which the Baitarani originates, rises on the south-east into lofty peaks 

as well as wide ridges; till it touches Sukinda border, a former Zamindari of 

Cuttack district. 

Below this belt towards the east, lie the lower Keonjhar comprising 

Anandapur Sub-Division and a portion of Keonjhar Sub-Division. For the first 

16 km., this tract emerges as a gentle slope from the belt of hills and then 

spreads out into an open plain towards Cuttack district flanked by two long 

ranges of hills towards Sukinda and Mayurbhanj borders. This tract is similar 

to the adjoining districts of Bhadrak and Jajpur containing little jungle and 

dotted with a few isolated hillocks. It is well cultivated and thickly poulated. 

The crescent-shaped watershed which runs from north to south is the 

home of the primitive tribes, chiefly the Bhuyans and the Juangs. On the 

west of this range, there is one Pargana and the former Zamindari of 

Kaliahata which, unlike the plateau on the otherside, is of no particular 

elevation. Though the valleys consist of rich alluvial soil, the highlands 

consist mainly of detritus and intersected here and there by hill streams 

which eventually discharge their waters into the Brahmani. 

The principal peaks are Gandhamardan (1,060 m.) about 10 km. from 

the headquarters with a wide ridge on the top, Mankadnacha (1,117 m.) on 

the Bonai border, Gonasika (978 m.), Thakurani (915 m.), Tomaka (785 m.), 

Bolat (554 m.), Khajaru (918m.), Ranga(897 m.), Mahaparbat (716 m.), 

Khandadhar Parbat (915 m.), situated near the border of Bonai and Pal-
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lahara. Chakratirtha or Baula Parbat is situated at a distance of 16 km. from 

Anandapur in north-easterly direction. The height of the highest cliff of this 

hill is 183 m. 

The heights of different peaks of Keonjhar district are given as 

under:- 

Height of different Peaks of Keonjhar District. 

Sl. No. Name of the peak Height in mtrs. Sl. No. Name of the peak Height in mtrs. 
1. Mankadanacha 1117 2. Gandhamardan I 1090 
3. Gandhamardan II 1062 4. Meghanada 1054 
5. Gonasika 1009 6. Baliparbata 990 
7. Kajalpahar 929 8. Thakurani 918 
9. Pithapidha 916 10. Ranga Parbat 897 
11. Tankiahudi 890 12. Kiriburu hill Top 883 
13. Dahighar 874 14. Suring 834 
15. Purunapani 829 16. Siddhamath 805 
17. Mahaparbat 721 18. Koili 667 
19. Sikheswari 589 20. Sinduria 511 
21. Kalapahar 463 22. Boula 55 

 
Source: DDM,Joda/ Jt. Director, Geology, Keonjhar 

River System and Water Resources 

The Rivers of the district emerge out of the hilly tracts and flow into 

the plain with great velocity, charged with large volume of water during 

monsoon. In summer they are almost dry. Their beds  are usually rocky 

which render them unfit for navigation. There are a large numbers of hill 

streams in the district which form major water sources. Cobden Ramsay 

rendered a poetic presentation of the beauty of hilly streams in the following 

manner : "In the highlands.....clear pellucid hill streams flow perennially, 

babbling over stones and rushing in tinkling waterfalls between grass-clad 

banks and sedgy shores, shaded by towering trees: many are the deep 

silent pools with the banks fringed with masses of white lilies, and the 

silence broken only by the gentle gurgle of the stream as it slowly trickles 

from the pools or by the splash of some rising fish: here the kingfisher darts 

to and fro in all his glory and birds of every hue imaginable brighten the 

scene; in the rains these streams become wild tearing torrents sweeping all 

before them". 

Baitarani River 

       The River Baitarani is the largest River in the district. It originates from 

the Guptaganga hills about 2 km from Gonasika Village at an elevation of 

900m at latitude 210-31’-00” N and longitude 850-33’-00” E. The River travels  

a total length of about 360 km before it joins  the Bay of Bengal. At the origin 

the River flows in a northerly direction as a hill stream upto the Chaibasa 

border where it abruptly turns to the south. After about 80km from the origin 

it takes a 90 degree turn and flows eastwards. It forms during part of its 

course, the boundary between Keonjhar and Singbhum  district of 
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Jharakhand and also as a boundary between  Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj 

districts. After traversing mountainous tracts, the River enters the plains of 

Anandapur. During dry spell, the River is navigable with difficulty in plain 

regions like Anandapur, Batto and Habaleswar.  Champua, the sub-

divisional head quarters; is on the right bank of the River and Anandapur  is 

on the left. Other important places on the bank are Rajnagar, Udayapur, 

Sompatana, Fakirpur and Habaleswar. 

         Almost every year in the rainy season the River is heavily charged with 

flood water. High flood inflicts severe damages to the life and property 

mostly in the Anandapur Sub-Division of the district. Recently, in the years 

2000, 2007, 2008, 2011 & 2014 high floods occurred in the Baitarani River 

system. To control the flood in Baitarani River 25.264 kms of capital 

embankment on left bank and 23.90 km of capital embankment on right bank 

of the River have been constructed almost downstream of Anandapur. 

   At a distance of about 15 km from Patna, the Block headquarters on 

right bank; there occurs a deep pool in the River Baitarani known as 

Bhimakund. According to legend, Bhima, the second Pandava, took his bath 

here in the pool when the Pandavas lived in disguise in Biratnagar, which by 

local belief is supposed to be the present Kaptipada in Mayurbhanj district. 

Before it reaches the pool, the Baitarani flows through a gorge in steps, 

forming a series of picturesque rapids. Bhimkund is encircled by precipitous 

stone walls. The natural scenery of the site is exquisitely beautiful. According 

to another legend, Rama on his march to Lanka to rescue his wife  Sita from 

the ten headed demon Ravana stayed on the bank of the Baitarani on the 

border of Keonjhar. During Makar festival in mid January; large numbers of 

people gather here to take bath on the auspicious day; in commemoration of 

this legend. 

  The Kanpur Irrigation Project, a Major Irrigation project is under 

construction across River Baitarani near Basudevpur Village of Joda Block. 

The project will be completed by March-2019 and will provide irrigation to 

24555 ha. during khariff and 17154 ha. during rabi in Champua, Joda, 

Jhumpura and Keonjhar Blocks of the district. 

   Downstream of Bhimakund near Village Daragadisila of Anandapur 

Block, a barrage has been constructed by a private company named 

Baitarani Power Projects Pvt. Ltd. to produce 25 megawatts of 

hydroelectricity. The project will be completed by the end of 2017. 

  Another barrage across River Baitarani at Anandapur is under 

construction by Water Resource Department,  to provide irrigation to 56720 

ha. during khariff in Keonjhar and Balasore districts. The project will be 

completed by March-2017.  



8 

  68 numbers of Small Scale and Medium Scale Industries are 

consuming water from Baitarani River Basin for their industrial use. The 

Water resource department is collecting water tax from these industries. 

Other Rivers of the district and their details are given below :- 

Aradei 

         The Aradei River originates in the hilly regions near Bararoan hill in 

south-east of Keonjhar and flowing northward, meets Machhakandana 

River about 3 km south of Palasapanga. It then proceeds further in 

northerly direction and joins River Baitarani about 8 km downstream of 

Champua. The River Machhakandana has two waterfalls named 

Badaghagara and Sanaghagara 23 m and 18 m in height respectively. The 

other two tributaries of Aradei are Kadai and Sothi or Kasia which are two 

important hill streams of the district. 

Kanjhari 

        The Kanjhari River originates in the hilly area near about Gonasika 

and flowing in north-east direction joins the River Baitarani near Village 

Udayapur. It is about 56 km in length and important Villages like 

Ramachandrapur, Raghunathpur, Poipani, Chakka and Dumuria are 

situated near its course. At nearly 38 km of the River, a dam has been 

constructed which provides irrigation to 9740 ha in khariff and 2800 ha in 

rabi of in Patna, Ghatagaon and Keonjhar Blocks. 

Seeta 

     The Seeta River originates in the Sarupata hills situated near 

Dhenkikote. After flowing about 16 km it meets River Kukurkata. 

Kukurkata 

      It originates from the forest near Jhalbera and flowing in eastern 

direction through densely wooded tract about a length of 32 km joins River 

Baitarani. Some important relics of historical interest; are found in its upper 

valley; noteworthy being those of fresco paintings and inscriptions at 

Dangaposi and Sitabinji. 

Kusei 

     The Kusei River originates from the Rebana reserved  forests south of 

Meghananda hill and flows in south-eastern direction upto the outfall point 

of River Kukurungi. Then it flows on easterly to the east in a zigzag course. 

It falls to the River Baitarani near Belabahali Village of Anandapur block. Its 

important tributaries are Remal, Sendhei and Ganda. The village Deogaon, 

famous for the temple at Lord Kushaleswar since medieval times, is 

situated on the left bank of Kusei. 



9 

Musal 

       The Musal River originating from Meghanada hill, flows a certain 

distance in the north. After that it turns east and south-east and joins River 

Baitarani near Village Simiria. 

Samakoi    

The Samakoi River originates from Gendachua hills. It follows a zigzag 

course almost in a western direction and falls into the River Brahmani in the 

Dhenkanal district. Telkoi is situated on its right bank and it covers a length 

of 50 km inside the district. 

Machhakandana 

      The Machhakandana River originates in the hilly regions near Bararoan 

hill in south-east of Keonjhar and falls to River Aradei about 3 km south of 

Palasapanga. 

Karo 

     The Karo River originates from Bonai sub-division of Sundargarh 

district and enters Keonjhar district from the north-westren corner of the 

Champua Sub-Division and flows towards Singbhum district in Jharkhanda. 

Barbil town is situated on its bank. 

Salandi 

      The Salandi River originates from the Meghasani hills of similipal in 

Mayurbhanj district. It enters Keonjhar district near Champapal Village. It 

flows a length of about 19 km inside the district in Padhiharipali and Soso 

area. A major dam near Hadagarh and a barrage at Bidyadharpur 5 km 

down stream of the dam have been constructed across River Salandi to 

provide irrigation to 92908 ha. in khariff and 12747ha. in rabi in Keonjhar, 

Bhadrak and Balesore districts. The Salandi River joins River Baitarani in 

Bhadrak district. The important Villages situated on its bank are Balibarei, 

Soso and Bidyadharpur. The total length from origin to the confluence of 

River Baitarani, is 160 kms. 

   Other Tributaries of Baitarani namely Sona, Dalco, Mermeda, Neorljal & 

Kaliapalijhar  are flowing inside the district. The River Deo another Tributary 

of the Baitarani, takes its origin from the Similipal Range of Mayurbhanj 

district. Near Karanjia it flows in a north-western direction and forms the 

boundary between Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj; till it falls into the River 

Baitarani. 

Kanjahari Dam 

Kanjhari Irrigation Project is a Medium Irrigation project constructed 

across the River Kanjhari near Revenue Village Chakka of Keonjhar Block. 
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At  present the dam is providing irrigation to 9,740 ha during khariff & 2800 

ha during rabi in Keonjhar, Ghatgaon & Patna Blocks of the district.  The 

project was taken up under World Bank assistance in the year 1978-79 and 

completed in the year 1990-91 at a cost of Rs 3319.20 lakhs. The length of 

two main canals are 36.20 km and one distributary with 60 minors and sub-

minors are 138.73 km. There is an inspection bunglow at Kanjahari dam site.  

Water supply system to Keonjhargarh municipiality from this dam, is under 

progress. 

Remal 

The Remal Irrigation Project is a Medium Irrigation Project constructed 

across River Remal, a tributary of Kusei River in Baitarani basin. The dam is 

located near Village Gaduan in Harichandanapur Block. At present the dam 

is providing irrigation to 4708 ha. during khariff and 2118 ha. during rabi in 

Ghasipura and Harichanandapur Blocks. The construction of the project was 

started in the year 1979-80 and completed in the year 1985-86 at a cost of  

Rs 1492.52 lakh. The length of two main canals is 16.75 km and that of 18  

minor, Sub-Minnors are 49.35 km. 9  Panipanchayats have been formed to 

manage water supply in the project. 

Salandi (part) 

      The Salandi irrigation project is a major irrigation project constructed 

across River Salandi near Village Hadagarh in Hatadiha Block of the district. 

The project was executed with the aid received from the World bank. The 

project commenced in the year 1961-62 and completed in the year 1981-82. 

At present this project is irrigating 92908 ha. during khariff and 12747ha. 

during rabi; in Keonjhar, Bhadrak and Balasore districts. In Keonjhar district 

it provides irrigation to 11632 ha during khariff and 1809 ha. during rabi. 28  

Panipanchayats have been formed to manage the water supply in the 

project. The length of main canal is 34. km and length of minor & sub-minors 

are 132 km. 

Waterfall 

 Among the waterfalls in the district, the Murga fall which occurs in 

Champua Sub-Division is worthy at mention. A perennial spring at a height 

of about a kilometer among the high hills and thick forest; descends about 

25 metres. Underneath, the fall is situated at the shrine of Lord Shiva known 

as Murga Mahadev. The place makes a fine picnic spot. Thousands of 

pilgrims from sourrounding villages gather there on the occasion of Makar 

Sankranti. 

 The Handibhanga fall, about 30 metres in height, springs from the 

Handibhanga hill ranges near a village of the same name at a distance of 3 

kms. from Joda-Basantapur road. Being surrounded by a stiff cliff of about 
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30 to 45 metres in height, it is almost inaccessible except by a Kutcha but 

difficult raod from Dhubna-Kalimati village. During extreme summer, one 

would feel the chill of winter at the foot of the fall. 

 Besides these, there are some other minor waterfalls in the district 

famous for their scenic beauty. 

Geological Formation 

  Geologically Keonjhar is very rich for its mineral reserve. It can be 

broadly divided in to two distinct physiographic units i.e. i) Eastern alluvial 

plains of Anandapur and a portion of Sadar and Champua Sub-division and 

(ii) Western mountainous terrain containing  lofty hills with intervening narrow 

valleys. This area is convered by dense forest and characterized by high hills 

namely Gandhamardan I (∆ 1090 mtr.), Gandhamardan II (∆ 1062 mtr.)  

Gonasika (∆ 1009 mtr.), Meghanada (∆ 1054 mtr.), Thakurani (∆ 918 mtr.), 

Mankadanacha (∆ 1117 mtr.) etc.   

Broadly the district can be divided into eight geological Units viz: i) the 

patchy occurrence of metamorphites belonging to older metamorphics of 

Archaean age, ii) huge batholiths of Singhbhum granite with swarms of 

newer dolerite dykes in the eastern part of the district, iii) Metasedimentaries 

belonging to Gorumahisani Group of rocks of Archaean age in the south 

eastern part of the district, iv) Volcano-sedimentary sequence intruded by 

Bonai granite belonging to lower Bonai group of age ranging between 

Archaean to Palaeo Proterozoic age in the southwest and on the northwest, 

v) Intrusives like chromiferous ultramafics, gabbro-anorthosites, dolerite & 

quartz vein of Archaean to Proterozoic age, vi) Sedimentaries and 

metasedimentaries belonging to Kolhan group ranging in age from lower to 

middle proterozoic, vii) Laterites of cenozoic age and viii) Quarternaries 

represented by Kaimundi formation & unclassified alluvium.  

Stratigraphic sequence are as given below 

Holocene     Alluvium 
Kaimundi 
Formation 

Late Pleistocene to 
early Holocene 

Clay with calcareous concretions  

Cenozoic Laterite and Lateritic Bauxite  

Palaeo to meso 
Proterozoic 

Conglomerate, Sandstone & Shale 
Kolhan 
Group 

Palaeo-Proterozoic DanguaposiLava  

Proterozoic(undifferentiat
ed) 

Granophyre/Gabbro/Anorthosite/Norite  

Archaean to Proterozoic  
Newer Dolerite  

Ultramafic Rocks + Chromite  

Archaean to  Palaeo            
Proterozoic 

Basalt Tuff, Metagabbro 
Lower Bonai 
Group 

Granite 

Shale, Tuff & Manganese 
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BHQ, BHJ, Ferruginous Shale & 
Quartzite 

Gritty Sandstone, Ortho Quartzite & 
Conglomerate 

Archaean 

Hornblende schist, Chlorite schist, 
Amphibolite & Meta Gabbro 

Gorumahisan
i Group 

Quartzite, Quartz sericite schist, Cherty 
Quartzite 
Fuschite  Quartzite & Black Chert 

Quartzite, Chert 

BHQ, BMQ, BCQ, BJQ 

Ferruginous Shale, Carbonaceous 
Shale, Phyllite 
& Mica Schist 

Pebbly Quartzite, Gritty Quartzite & 
Quartzite 

Singhbhum Granite/Hornblende Granite  

Pelitic Schist, Quartzite, Amphibolite 
Older 
Metamorphic 
Group 

Source- District Resource Map of GSI 

Older Metamorphic Group (OMG) 

These indicate the oldest rocks of the platform which were deformed and 

metamorphosed by basic and granitic activities. OMG, is considered to be the 

oldest recognizable lithologic component of Eastern Indian Craton. The type 

area of OMG is located to the west of Champua (220 04’N:850 40’E) (Sahu 

etal. 1988) 

Singhbhum Granite 

A major part of the granitic batholiths, commonly referred to as the 

Singhbhum granitic complex, occupies large tracts in Keonjhar district. The 

granitic complex, with numerous enclaves of granitised metasupracrustal 

rocks cover an area of approximately 8000km2. The Keonjhar granite is a part 

and parcel of Singhbhum ganite body.  The granitic body was believed to have 

emplaced around 2700 million years ago. 

Gorumahisani Group 

 The Gorumahisani group belonging to Archaean age is a long N-S 

trending easterly convex arcuate belt. The metasupracrustal in this belt 

comprises of pillowed metabasalts with interbedded chert. 

Lower Bonai Group 

 The lower Bonai group, in the Bonai-Keonjhar region exposes BIF-

bearing horizons. This is an asymmetric synclinal structure described as 

Horse Shoe Synclinorium. It comprises of basic volcanic, BHQ, BHJ, BMQ, 

BCQ, ferruginous ultrabasics of Nausahi & mafic-ultra- mafic complex of Baula 
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rich in Cr-Fe-Ni & is the probable locale of PGE. The banded iron silica rocks 

gave rise to rich and extensive Iron and Manganese deposits of the district. 

Occurrences of impure dolomite with stromatolite like impressions are 

associated with iron ore group of rocks in Kasia- Barapada area. To the west 

of Keonjhar up to Keonjhar-Dhenkanal district boundary and further south 

wards, the hill ranges belong to Dhanjori Orogeny. 

Bonai Granitic Complex 

 The Bonai granitic complex occurs to the west of the Singhbhum granitic 

complex. In a real extent, the Bonai granitic complex is approximately one fifth 

of the size of the Singhbhu complex (Sen, 2001).  

Ultramafic Complex 

 Major mafic-ultramafic complexes of the EIC (Eastern Indian Craton) are 

located in the Baula-Nausahi & Sukinda areas. In addition, several small 

masses of mafic-ultramafic rocks are intermittently exposed along an arcuate 

belt in the south eastern marginal zones of the craton. In Baula-Nausahi area 

of Keonjhar district, an ultramafic-mafic suite, comprising  dunite – peridotite - 

pyroxenite and gabbro / anorthosite, intrude metasupracrustals. Dolerite dyke 

swarms in turn, intrude the ultramafic-mafic suite. The eastern marginal zone 

of this complex is brecciated. The noble metal (PGE) mineralization in the 

complex is confined to the brecciated zones: The brecciation of the ultramafic 

rocks has been induced by gabbro intrusion (Auge et al.,op.cit). 

Newer Dolerite 

  Mafic dyke swarms constitute an important lithologic component in 

Keonjhar district. Dunn and Dey (1942) coined the term Newer Dolerite, to the 

youngest stratigraphic unit in the terrain. The dykes are represented mainly by 

dolerites and gabbros though minor ultramafic, noritic and granophyric dykes 

are also reported. 

Gabbro-Anorthositic-Noritic Complex 

 These are reported to intrude the metasupracrustal rocks of the 

Gorumahisani-Badampahad group as well as the Singhbhum granitic complex 

(Saha et al. 1977: Chakrabarty et al. 1981). Auge et al. (2003)  

Danguaposi Lava 

  The Danguaposi lava is lying in the NE corner of Horse Shoe 

Synclinorium which is very weakly metamorphosed occupied by extensive 

lava flows lying flat. The bulk composition of the basaltic rock is andesitic 

tholeiite with differentiates of oligoclase andesite. 
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Kolhan Group 

  Kolhan Group comprising of sandstone, silt, shale and conglomerate are 

deposited by the side of Baitarani River in the Joda-Bansapani sector. Wide 

spread weathering, erosion and lateritisation were continued  as evidenced in 

the highlands. As a result  the soil and alluvium were derived and deposited, 

achieving the peniplanation stage of the platform. 

Kaimundi Formation 

 The quarternaries are represented by Kaimundi formation consisting of 

sandy sticky clay impregnated with caliche & unclassified quarternaries 

represented by black to brown clay & coarser to fine sand. 

Structure and Tectonics 

 Some Geologists believe that the earliest Eastern Ghats Orogeny which 

occurs to the south in the districts of Cuttack and Puri was already stabilised 

before the deposition of Iron-Ore Super Group of rocks (Chatterjee et al, 1964, 

Banerji, 1972). Chromiferous ultrabasic rocks which were pre-orogenic in the 

Iron Ore Super Group were emplaced into the Eastern Ghats Group along 

zones of dislocation confirming the idea that, the Iron Ore Super Group 

existed as mobile belt when the Eastern Ghats Orogeny was already a stable 

craton. Others, however, believe that either the Eastern Ghat Orogeny is 

younger to (Sarkar and Saha, 1962) or co relatable with (Sarkar, 1972) the 

Iron Ore Orogeny. Although the data on this problem is still meagre, it may be 

stated without any doubt that the Eastern Ghats and Iron Ore Orogenic craton 

were subjected to one or more epiorogenic movements, probably in the 

Quarternary period which complicated the problem all the more. The structural 

frame work of the Iron Ore Super Group of rocks is highly complicated with the 

development of refolded folds and reclined folds at places. However, the 

broad regional disposition of the Iron Ore Super Group is suggestive of its 

having moulded the stable Eastern Ghats Orogeny.    

 Tectonically, the lithological assemblage of Koira-Noamundi Group 

represents a stable shelf association deposited on the craton made up of Iron 

Ore Super Group of rocks and granite. The sedimentary history of the basin 

terminated at the end of manganese shale deposition with onset of minor 

diastrophic activity after which Kolhans were probably deposited in discrete 

basin. In the Koira area (Bonai- Kendujhar belt), the rocks form a major low 

north-plunging synclinorium, the eastern limb of which is exposed in the 

Keonjhar district. Remnants of lateritised planation surfaces found above 1000 

metres, may be related to epiorogenic movements resulting in the uplift, 

probably durung the Quarternary period. 
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Mines 

Keonjhar district occupies an important place in the mineral map of the 

country for its extensive deposits of Iron Ore, Manganese Ore and Chromite 

of superior quality. Besides some thin workable deposits of Dolomite, 

Tuffaceous Limestone, Pyrophyllite, Quartz and Quartzite, China Clay, 

Bauxite are also available in this district. Occurrences of Gold, Industrial 

Garnets, Platinum and Kyanite have also been reported. 

For Mining operation, 118 Mining leases have been granted for Iron 

Ore, Manganese Ore, Chrome Ore, Quartzite Ore & Pyrophyllite etc in 

favour of different private parties & PSU of Government  following the Acts & 

Rules of MM (D&R) Act, 1957 & M.C.Rules,1960 in the district of Keonjhar. 

Out of those 52 are only for Iron Ore leases, 36 are for Iron & Manganese 

leases, 15  are for Manganese leases, 1 for Iron & Dolomite lease, 7 for 

Quartz, Quartzite & Pyrophyllite leases, 6 for Chromite leases, 1 for 

Asbestos & Pyroxenite lease. At present there are 25 mines  in operation & 

93  mines are nonfunctional due to various reasons.  

Production of Iron Ore was not so encouraging due to lack of market 

and industries up to nineteen nineties. The production has  increased due to 

demand of Iron Ore for domestic consumption as well as on account of rise 

in demand in the international market from the year 2000 and onwards.  

During 2000-01 to 2014-15, 603.260 Million tonnes of Iron Ore have 

been mined and 332.030 Million tonnes have been despatched. The mining 

revenue collected  is Rs.12242.07 crore.  

After implementation of MMDR Amendment Act,2015 the lease period 

of 12 existing mines has been extended for which the supplementary lease 

deed has been executed. In this connection a sum of Rs.850 crores has 

been collected towards Stamp duty and Registration fees during the year 

2015-16. Steps are being taken to execute supplementary lease deed for the  

5 leases in Joda circle of Keonjhar district.   

Mineral administration in Keonjhar district dating back to pre-

independence era was under the control of Revenue department till 1955. 

During the said year, the Mineral administration was taken over by the 

erstwhile Mining & Geology Department (Now Steel & Mines Department) 

with its Office at Barbil which shifted subsequently to Joda in the year 1964. 

Jurisdiction of this Office since its inception till 1962 was over the entire 

Keonjhar district and Bonai Sub-Division of Sundergarh district. After 1962, 

the jurisdiction was confined to Keonjhar district until 1979 when a Circle 

Mining Office at Keonjhar was opened with its jurisdiction over Sadar and 

Anandapur sub-sivision of the district with the objective to render smooth 

and effective mineral administration. A Mining Officer is functioning as the 
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head of the Office with  jurisdiction over Joda circle and Champua Sub-

Division. A Deputy Director Mines is functioning as the Head of the Office. 

 Keonjhar is very rich in Iron Ore deposits. While Odisha has about 30% 

of the country’s resources of Haematitic Ore, Keonjhar district alone  

contributes about 75% of the reserves of the State. Important Iron Ore 

deposits are found in Thakurani, Bolani, Kiriburu, Joda East, Barapada, 

Jilling-Longolata, Jurudi, Guruda, Jharibahal, Dabuna, Bamebari, Jajang, 

Murgabeda, Palsa, Malangtoli, Chamakpur, Gandhamardan, Daitary, 

Inganijharan, Uliburu and Haramath-Guali.  

  The reserve forest areas of Karo, Sidhamatha, Baitarani, Thakurani and 

Uliburu are situated in these areas where the soil is normally reddish, 

yellowish to brownish and as such are ferruginous in nature The Iron group 

of rocks comprises mainly Banded Iron Formation (BIF) and associated 

volcano-sedimentary rocks. BIF occurrences in Joda Barbil area are rich in 

Iron Ore deposits. The BIF occurs in the form of Iron and Silica Bands. The 

total Iron Ore deposits of the district which includes proved, probable and 

possible categories are estimated up to 3100 Million tons as against 4177 

Million tons of the State (as on 1.4.2000, Source: Jt. Director, Mines, 

Keonjhar) of both high grade Ore (Fe+65%), medium grade Ore (Fe- 62 to 

65%) and low quality Ore (Fe< 62%). 
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For the purpose of easy description of mineral deposits the district can 

be divided in to six regions 

1. The Joda Barbil plateau extending from Chamakpur to the boarder 

of Singhbhum of Jharkhand in north and boarder of the Bonai in the 

west. 

2. The Bhuyan – Juang Pirh areas including Nayagarh reserve forest 

3. The Rebana Kalapat region including Charigarh 

4. The great Central Plateau from Champua to foothills of Kanto 

including Santoshpur on the east of Baitarani River. 

5. The massive Alluvial plane of Anandapur. 

6. Boula- Nuasahi Hilly Region. 

 Chromite deposits are  found in Boula-Nuasahi area. The lease wise 

resources of Chromite is as follows: 

Boula (FACOR) 4.0 Million tons up to 225mtr of depth from G.L. 

Bangur (OMC) 2.0 Million tons up to 60mtr of depth from G.L. 

Nuasahi (IMFA and ICCL) 2.2 Million tons up to 100mtr of depth from G.L. 

Thus a total reserve of 8.20 million tons of chromite with cut off ranging 

from +10 to 30% Cr2 O3 has been estimated in Keonjhar District. 

Mineral Resources 

Iron Ore 

 The main iron ore deposits are found along the classic Bonai-Keonjhar 

horse shoe shaped synclinorium which spreads over an area of about 

60kmX25km. Hematite is the chief mineral resource of this district. Important 

deposits were found in Thakurani, Bolani, Kiribura, Joda east, Khandbhanda, 

Sidhamath, Belkundi, Kasia-Barpada, Jilling-Longlata, Jurudi, Gurudia, 

Jharibahal, Dubuna,Bamebari, Murga,Palsa, Jajang, Malangtoli, Chamakpura, 

Gandhamardahan, Daitari, Tomka, Inganijharan, Horomoto Guali and Uliburu. 

Iron Ore bands occur in layered BIF bands along with volcano-sedimentary 

rock piles known as Iron Ore Super Group. Usually four types of ore are seen 

i.e. hard massive, laminated, lateritic and blue dust. These are used as pig 

iron, sponge iron, steel, blast furnace, as alloys in cement industry.  

Reserves of some important Iron Ore deposits of all categories 

(Proved, Probable, and Possible) are as follows: 

Location Total in Million Tonnes  

Banspani 0.098  

Belda 57.580  

Bhadrasahi 31.226 

 Bolani 149.990 

BP Jajang 05.187 
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Deoghar 502.80 

Deoghar B     253.640 

Gandhamardan A 05.000 

Gurubeda 01.060 

Horomoto-Guali 81.914 

Joda East 232.372 

Jurudi 23.760 

Kasia 114.830 

Katamati(TISCO) 112.607 

Khandbandh (TISCO) 257.873 

Kolha Roida 10.907 

Bhadrasahi 36.679 

Thakurani 37.129 

Thakurani-B 252.370 

Malangtoli 434.000  

Thakurani-A 187.000  

Manganese 

Keonjhar district produces more than 77%  manganese  ore & is one of 

the most important Ore producing regions of the country. The manganese 

leases of this district are extended over an area of about 222km2. The 

Keonjhar Manganese belt is a part and parcel of Singhbhum Bonai belt and 

one of the most important Manganese Ore producing regions of India.  The 

Ores are usually spongy and cavernous in appearance exhibiting a botryoidal 

appearance and mamillary structure. The ore produced in this district is 

characterized by low phosphorous and high Iron content. The Ore is 

particularly preferred by the ferro-manganese producers in the country on 

account of its low phosphorous content. These are used mainly in iron & steel 

industry, ferro-manganese industry, dry cell (battery) & chemical industry. The 

reserve of manganese ore is estimated to be 129.168 Million Tones. 

Reserves of some important Manganese ore deposits of all categories 

(Proved, Probable, and Possible) are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Location Total in Million Tonnes 

Roida-hadrasahi,Silijhora-Kalimati 13.656 

Guruda,Chormalda, Sarkunda,Dubna 

Kola rudkela 
3.653 

Podadihi-Langini-Jharan 2.86 

Lasarda 5.45 

Pacheri 5.28 

Balani 0.70 

Baneikala 0.019 

Kendudihi-Purilipada,Horomotta-Jajang, 

Katasahi,Joribahal,Joda west, Belkundi 
58.095 

Total 129.168 
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Bauxite 

Bauxite of Dholkata pahar of Keonjhar district gains it importance due 

to availability of refractory and chemical grade Bauxite which is of high 

demand. The Bauxite, on Dholkata and its surrounding hills occurs as 

Pockets, Ribbons and Boulders within the Ferruginous laterites.  Dholkata 

Bauxite is suitable for Metallurgical, cement and abrasive purpose. Most of 

the bauxite samples show high iron (ranging from 13 to 30% Fe2O3) which 

can be tolerated in the above three industries. A total of 11 Million Tonnes 

(5million  probable reserve + 6 Million Tonnes possible reserve)  has been 

assessed around Dholkata  

Chromite 

 Odisha holds the first place in the production of Chromite Ore 

contributing over 90% of the country’s output. The deposit is situated near 

Baula forest and the body extends for about 3kms in an N-S direction. It is a 

dyke like body dipping steeply to the east and is widest in the centre. The 

ultramafites includes Bronzite,Enstatite, Pyroxenite, Serpentinised Dunites, 

Peridotites, talc schist, silicified dunites & chromitites with chromite loads. The 

chrome Ores available are mostly of lumpy type. These are  used as 

Chromium Metal, various alloys with Iron, Nickel, Cobalt, Tungsten & in 

refractory industry. The estimated reserve is 8.27 Million Tonnes (proved 

reserve) in Baula, Nausahi and Bangur area with Cr2O3 content varies from 40 

to 45% 

Vanadiferrous 

Magnetite                

The Vanadiferrous magnetite occurrences are reported around 

Phulinjhorhuli near Nausahi of Keonjhar district. These Magnetite deposits are 

restricted within the anorthosite-gabbro-norite rocks. The deposit occurs in 

three belts and is of lenticular shape varying from 2m to 250m in length.  The 

Ore is grayish black in colour and mostly Crystalline. The Fe content of the ore 

grade  is between 50-60% while TiO2 and V2O5 average between 10-14% 

and trace to 0.94% respectively. It is used as the alloys of Iron & Steel industry 

(Ferro vanadium) 

Gold 

 Gold occurrences of Banspal and Telkoi Block of Keonjhar district have 

been reported around Saleikena, Sirisbahal, Dublapal, Bangadiha, Odal, 

Gopur, Gajipur, Kusuguda etc. The area covering the Gold deposits 

constitutes the rock units belonging to Iron Ore Super Group comprising of 

basic Lava, Tuffites, Basic Intrusives, Metagabbro, Metadiorite, Amphibolites, 

Quartzite and Chlorite Schist. 
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China Clay 

 Pockets of China clay are encountered near Judiapahar, Tarreni pokhari, 

Anupura, Fakirpur, Padmakesharpur, Jaypur, Kankdajodi, Ambuapani, 

Adakata, Govindpur area of the district. The Clay is yellowish white, gritty and 

occurs as pocket type. The Al2O3 content varies from 18.25% to 22.77%. 

China clay is used in Ceramic, Pottery Industry, Cement Industry, Textile 

Industry, Paper, Rubber & Paint Industry. 

Pyrophyllite 

 Occurrences of Pyrophyllite are stretched over a 90km long belt 

extending from Rebna-Palasbahal in the south to Dhobakuchuda-

Balabhadrapur in the north. These are associated with the border area of 

Singhbhum granite and quartzite hills such as Madrangajori, Macchakandana, 

Jodiaghat and south of Uchakabeda, eastern slope of Chantrabhanga Pahar, 

Dalimpur and Sidhamath area. The Pyrophyllite occurrences mentioned above 

are in the form of very fine flakes, typically with soapy feel and associated with 

Pyrophyllite Quartz Schist, Quartz Tourmaline Pyrophyllite rocks, and Quartz 

Tourmaline Pyrophyllite Schist as irregular patches. It is mainly used in 

refractory Industry, Stone Ware, China Ware, Sanitary Ware & Porcelain. 

Reserves of 8.37 million tonnes have been assessed in Keonjhar district.  

Kyanite 

 Kyanite occurs in the contact zone of amphibolites and Quartz mica 

schist profusely near Magarmuhan, Bankhol and Kardangi area. The bands 

extend over a length of 1.4 kms discontinuously in the Quartz schist. A few big 

boulders are marked in Magarmuhan area. The Kyanite Boulders are massive 

containing 45% Al2O3 but the insitu Kyanite Bands are quite poor in Al2O3 

content ranging from 23% to 38%. 

Soapstone 

 The Soapstone, derived from Peridotite is seen near Dholkata, 

Dalangpur,  Sayedmulia, Suramundi, around Kuladhamkuni, Sapghosara, 

Pithagola, Alanga areas. These are locally utilized for preparation of Stone 

Ware & Statues. The MgO content varies from 11.397 to 22%. 

Quartzite 

 High grade Quartzite mining activities are continuing near Barapada, 

Barang, Paharpur, Parsala areas of the district. Besides, Cherty and massive 

quartzites with 99% SiO2 are marked intermittently in the Iron Ore series. 

Quartzite is used in Ceramic, Refractory, Iron & Steel Making, Ferrosilicon, 

Glass, Chemical & Textile Industries. A reserve of 8.424 Million Tonnes of 

Quartzite has been estimated in Keonjhar district. The average SiO2 content 

varies from 95 to 99.66%. 
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Dimension Stone     

 Singhbhum Granite, Dolerite dykes and ultrabasic rocks of the district are 

suitable for dimension stone/decorative stones. The 150 km long Palaspanga 

dyke extending from Keonjhar to Chainbasa, the longest dyke in Asia is being 

used for the above purpose in view of its colour,texture, composition and 

hardness. A part of dyke to the east of Kalikaprasad Village has been 

estimated to contain 500m3 of dimension stone. Lower shale formations found 

near Village Lunagothani was found to be suitable for decorative purpose. 

These are used as polished Blocks and tiles for flooring, kitchen platforms, 

and wall panels, table tops, in commercial complexes, monuments and 

platforms. Some are used for flower vases, name plates, pen stands, paper 

weights, statues and modern sculptures.  

Minor minerals 

 In addition to this, the district is endowed with vast resources of Minor 

Minerals like Granite, Dolerite, Basic Rocks, Laterite Stone and River sands 

which are used as building and road materials. 

Rocks 

 The rocks of Keonjhar district belong to the iron ore series of the 

Dharwars, an exceedingly ancient system of Archaean rocks, which also 

occurs in neighbouring Singbhum and Sundargarh districts. This mass gives 

passage after a short distance south of Keonjhar boundary to rocks of 

Gandawana system, to Archaean rocks (Khondalite and charnockite) at its 

west, southwest and to quaternary rocks at its south east. Shale, Phyllites, 

Schists, Sandstone, Conglomerates and Quartzite occur often with extensive 

basic intrusion. Most part of this district is covered by rocks of iron ore group 

represented by BHJ, BHQ & BMQ which provide the iron ore deposits. This 

group of rocks is overlain by younger granites. The geological formations 

and rock types seen within the district as per the report prepared by the 

Geological Survey of India, Bhubaneswar are as follows :- 

Recent to Quaternary-Alluvium, Soil, Laterite 

Kolhan group (1500-1600million years) –Sands Stones, Shales, Lime 

Stones, Conglomerates 

Unconformity 

Newer Dolerite 

Mayurbhanj Granite (2000-2001 million years) 

Ultramafic Intrusives  

Dhanjori Groups- Dhanjori-Similipal Lava (2100 million years), 

Quartzites, Conglomerates  
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  Unconformity 

Singhbhum Granite (2950 million years) 

      Iron Ore Group- Upper lava formation  

    Upper Phyllite Formation 

    Banded Iron Ore Formation 

    Lower phyllite formation 

    Lower lava formation 

    Sandstone and Conglomerate 

Unconformity 

Older Metamorphic (3200 million year) 

 The rocks of older Metamorphic comprising Schistose and Gneissose 

rocks are confined to Champua and Barbil areas. The older Metamorphic  

Group (OMG) rocks occupy an area of about 200 sq. kms to the west of 

Champua  within the Singhbhum granitic batholiths. These rocks comprise 

high-grade Metamorphic Gneiss and schists i.e. horn blended Schists, biotic 

Granite gneiss including tonalite gneiss. This older metamorphic tonalite 

gneiss (OMTG) is said to be the oldest rock unit of Odisha. The rocks of 

Keonjhar Plateau consist of extensive basic Lavas and Quartzite. These 

volcanic-sedimentary rocks occur starting from Judia Ghat to Kuanr Plateau.  

Flora and Fauna 

 Forests cover all the Reserve Forests, proposed reserved forests and 

Village forests under Keonjhar (T) division and newly created Keonjhar Wild 

Life Division of Rourkela Circle. These tracts were under the administrative 

control of the ex state and now entirely constitute the Keonjhar district of 

Odisha. A part of Boula reserved forests, developed as Hardagarh Wild life 

Sanctuary, has been separately dealtwith. The entire district and its forest 

areas are situated within 21º 00’53”N & 22º 09’43”N latitude and 85º 11’ 0”E 

and 86º-21’30”E longitude. The Keonjhar Forest Division (undivided) is 

bounded by Singhbhum district of Jharkhand and a part of Sundargarh 

district in the north, part of Mayurbhanj and Balasore districts in the east, 

Bhadrakh, Jajpur districts in the south and Dhenkanal, Angul districts in the 

west. The Wildlife Division, Keonjhar which is newly created is situated at the 

farthest southern end of Keonjhar district.  
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Flora 

In Keonjhar district earlier there was a single forest division which was 

managing the forests of the district. From the year 2003, the district has 

been divided into two forest divisions namely a) Keonjhar (Teritorial) division 

with headquarters at Keonjhar and b) Keonjhar (Wildlife) divison with 

headquarters at Anandapur. The following table shows the geographical 

area and forest areas of both the divisions :- 

 

 

 

 

General description  

 According to old gazetteer of the district published in 1986, the forests 

were broadly classified as (a) Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest and (b) 

Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forest with Sal as the dominant species. But the 

forests over the period have degraded and presently the forests are mainly 

a) Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest, b) Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest and a 

very small portion of  c) Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forest. This shows that 

there has been a gradual degradation in the type of forest and most of the 

Semi-Evergreen areas are converted to Moist Deciduous and Dry Deciduous 

forest 

Presently forests of the district have been classified broadly according 

to Champion and Seth classification of the forest types of India on basis of 

climate, moisture condition and eco-types. The forests of both divisions can 

be broadly classified into the following two sub-groups. However, a small 

portion comes under sub-group 2B Northern Tropical Semi-evergreen 

Forest. 

1.Sub-group: 3C North Indian Moist Deciduous Forest  

2.Sub-group: 5B Northern Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest  

 There is no clear dividing line between these two sub - groups, one 

gradually merges with the other. Within these two main groups several 

variations occur due to edaphic & biotic factors and as such, the forests of 

this tract can be further sub-divided into the following types and sub-types. 

(A) 3C/C2e (iii) Moist Peninsular Valley Sal 

(B) 3C/C2e (ii) Moist Peninsular Low-level Sal 

(C) 5B/C1c Dry Peninsular Sal Forest 

(D) 5B/C2 Northern Dry Mixed Deciduous Forest 

Total Area: 8303 sq. km 

Total Forest Area: 3374 sq. km  (40.63%) 

Keonjhar (T) Division 
Total geographical area: 6273 sq. km 

          Total forest area : 2645.80 sq. km. (Approx.) 

Keonjhar (WL) Division 
Total geographical area: 2030  sq. km 

Total Forest area : 728.20 sq. km. (Approx.) 
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(E) E4 Lateritic Semi-ever Green Forest 

(F) 5/DS1 Moist Mixed Shrub Deciduous Forest 

 The approximate area covered under each sub-group of forest type and 

probable zone of occurrence are given in the following table :- 

Sl. 

No. 

Group/Sub-

group 

Forest Block Area in Ha. 

A 3C/C2e 

(iii)Moist 

Peninsular Valley 

Sal 

Baitarani A, Baitarani B, Bandhanjhari, Benamunda, 

Jharbeda, Kalapat(P), Karo (P), Ranibeda, Rebena 

(P), Siddhamath, Thakurani(P), Uliburu 

43014.1900 

B 3C/C2e 

(ii) Moist 

Peninsular Low-

level Sal 

Amuni, Anjar, Bayakumutia, Digchampei, Dubulapal, 

Dumurudiha, Gadagadei, Gandhamardan (P), 

Gaudachampei, Godhihudi, Gonasika, Jagar, 

Kanjipani (P), Khajurimindi, Kodbil (P), Lunaghara 

(I), Lunaghara (II), Mundula, Raigoda, Saharpur, 

Saleikena-Siriabahal-Kalapokhari,Samakoi, Suakathi 

(I), Suakathi (II),  

8050.7848 

C 5B/C1c Dry 

Peninsular Sal 

Forest 

Atei (P), Badamasinabilla, Baitarani East A, Baitarani 

East B, Balabhadrapur, Balibandha, Balipokhari, 

Barabanka (P), Badbil, Bardhana, Basantapur, 

Baunsuli, Belposi, Belda, Billa A, Barang (P), 

Budhikapudi I, Budhikapudi II, Chadheibhol, 

Chemena A, Chhamunda Golabandha, 

Dhanurjayapur, Gayalmunda, Ghatgaon, Jadipada 

(P), Jharbeda (P), Jyotipur(P), Kalapat (P), 

Kalikaprasad, Kalimati, Khajuribani, Kodbil (P), 

Laxmiposi (P), Laxmiposi, Mahulpanga, Maidankel, 

Mankadachua, Masinabilla, Mooni, Naranpur (P), 

Nelung (P), Ninua, Padmapur, Palaspal, Patana(P), 

Pipilia, Poipani (P), Raghunathpur, Raikala (P), 

Rasapada, Rebena (P), rekuti, Santoshpur (P), 

Sarupat, Shyamanali Koilisuta, Sikheswari, 

Tamango(P), Tando, Ukunda (P). 

97021.9601 

D 5B/C2 Northern 

Dry Mixed 

Deciduous Forest 

Atei (P), Baigundi, Barabanka (P), Kalapat (P), 

Kandara C, Karo (P), Krushnapur, Kuladera, 

Naibuga, Nayagarh, Ostapura, panasdiha, Patilo, 

Pedipokhari, Rebena (P), Renda, Santoshpur (P), 

Tamango (P), Thakurani (P) 

29961.0850 

E E4 Lateritic 
Semi-ever Green 
Forest 

Kalapat (P), Rebena (P) 3959.1000 

F 5/DS1 Moist 

Mixed Shrub 

Deciduous Forest 

Atei (P), Baranga (P), Brahmanipal, Champei, Danla, 
Gandhamardan (P), Hatibandha, Jadipada (P), 
Jyotipur (P), Kadagotha, Kandara A, Kandara B,  
Kanjipani (P), Laxmiposi (P), Meghanadpoi, 
Nalapanga, Naranpur (P), Neling (P), Nuniapatna, 
Palaspada, Patna (P), Poipani (P), Pradhnpada,  
Purunapani, Raikala (P), Saharpur (P), Sapanaposi, 
Sarasposi, Tangarani, Tangiriapal, Turkipada, 
Ukunda(P) 

11306.6400 
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Distribution of Forest types of Keonjhar division (undivided) 

3C/C2e (iii) Moist Peninsular Valley Sal (43014.1900 Ha.) 

Group 3 Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest 

Sub Group 3C North Indian Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest 

Type 3C/C2 Moist Sal bearing forest 

Sub –Type 3C/C2e  Moist Peninsular Sal 

Variety 3C/C2e (iii) Moist Peninsular Valley Sal 

Occurrence 

 This type embraces all the good Sal Forests of both the Divisions and 

extends over a large tract. This type is predominantly seen in the northern 

part of the district mainly in Karo, Siddhamath, Uliburu, Thakurani, part of 

Rebena and part of Kalapat Blocks and in the plain Forests of Bandhanjhari, 

Jharbeda, Benamunda, Krushnapur, Ranibeda of Telkoi area. 

Floristic Composition 

 The geological formation of these areas is quite suitable for growth of 

Sal and it is the dominant species in this Region. Generally, Sal is more 

aggressive than any of its associates and constitutes around 70 to 75% of 

the top canopy. The middle storey is rare. The quality of Sal varies from all 

India quality II to IV. Quality II sal is mainly confined to the Valleys while Q III 

occurs on the hill slopes of moderate gradient. Q IV Sal is mainly confined in 

the ridges. Q I Sal is  absent.  

 The principal associates of this type of Forest are Terminalia Alata, 

Lagerstroemia Perviflora, Anogeissus latifolia, Terminalia belerica, Syzygium 

Cumini, Mangifera Indica, Schleichera oleosa. Adina Cordifolia, Pterocarpus 

Marsupium, Bombax Ceiba, Bridelia Retusa, Madhuca indica. The middle 

story is represented by Syzygium Cumini, Ougeinia Ougenensis, Careya 

Arborea, Treama orientalis, Emblica Officinalis, Cassia Fistula etc. The 

Shrubs and undergrowth are characterized by Indigofera Pulchella, Ardisia 

Solenacea, Flemingia Chhapar, Helicteres Ixora and Clerodendron 

Viscosum etc. This type is very rich in climbers of which Bauhinia Vahlii and 

Beutia Parviflora are most conspicuous. Besides, Millettia Auriculata, Smilax 

Tetraphylla are also found. Among the grasses, Chrysopogon Aciculatus, 

Imperata Cylindrica, Dicanthium Carricosum, Cynodon Dactylon etc. are 

found. 

 The density of these Forests varies from 0.2 to 0.8. The average 

density is about 0.4. Pure patches of sal occur mainly in Thakurani, Uliburu, 

Baitarani, Karo and with miscellaneous crop, in small patches in 

Siddhamath, Kalapat, Rebena. 
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 Regeneration of Sal is profuse in Baitarani A and Baitarani B, western 

part of Uliburu, part of Karo R.F. adjoining to Saranda of Jharkhand, 

Thakurani R.F. adjoining to Jharkhand, Siddhamath near Karo River. It is 

moderate in Kalapat, Ranibeda, Rebena.  

 The best Sal forests in these Divisions are seen on the plateau around 

Barbil and Joda, which is an extension of the best sal forest of Saranda of 

Jharkhand. The prevalence of Pole crop to middle aged Sal crop in this area 

indicates the shifting cultivation in the past and the crop can therefore be 

considered to be secondary origin. But the secondary moist Deciduous 

Forest replacing primary Forest of the same type is not differentiated as 

almost all the primary Forests have been practically influenced by human 

interference.  

3C/C2e (ii) Moist Peninsular Low-level Sal (8050.7848 Ha.) 

Group 3 Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest 

Sub Group 3C North Indian Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest 

Type 3C/C2 Moist Sal bearing Forest 

Sub –Type 3C/C2e Moist Peninsular Sal 

Variety 3C/C2e (ii) Moist Peninsular Low-level Sal 

Floristic composition and occurrence 

 This type of forest comprises the Sal forests of Bhuyan & Juang Pirh 

plateau and extends over a large area. This area had previously contained 

very good Sal forest. Due to pernicious practices of shifting cultivation large 

areas are devastated. Wherever forests are there, good Sal growth is found. 

Previously, this vast area was not included in the Working Plan. For the first 

time this area is coming under the purview of the Working Plan. The main 

associates of Sal in this area are Pterocarpus Marsupium, Terminalia Alata, 

Emblica Officinalis, Bridelia Retusa, Gmelina Arborea, Cleistanthus Collinus, 

Careya Arboria, Diospyrus Melanoxylon, Butea Parviflora, Woodfordia 

Fruiticosa, Zyziphus spp. The main climbers associated with Sal in these 

areas are Combretum Decandrum, Butea Superba, Bahunia Vahlii, Smilax 

Tetraphylla etc. The important grass species are Heteropogon Contortus, 

Aplida Mutica, Dicanthium carricosum, Cynodon Dactylon, Chrysopogon 

Aciculatus etc. 

This sub type occurs on crystalline rocks with yellow loam soil. The 

density is 0.2. The quality of Sal is of Q IV. It is mainly due to shifting 

cultivation and human interferences. 

 Regeneration of Sal is not up to mark. At places, it is patchy. The 

established crops come mainly from the coppice origin. The proportion of 

established regeneration varies considerably. The failure of regeneration 
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from seed origin is due to absence of mother trees. However, in some 

Blocks like Bayakumutia, Gonasika, Samakoi, Saleikena-Siriabahal-

Kalapokhari, Mundula etc. the regeneration is normal.  

5B/C1c Dry Peninsular Sal Forest (97021.9601 ha.) 

Group 5 Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest 

Sub Group 5B Northern Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest 

Type C1 Dry Sal Bearing Forest 

Sub –Type C1c Dry Peninsular Sal Forest 

Characteristics 

 This sub-type occurs in shallow soils derived from crystalline and 

metamorphic rocks wherever the soil moisture conditions are unfavourable 

for the development of moist Sal even in areas with a much higher rainfall. 

The soil often rests directly on hard Impervious Laterite and is sometimes 

Calcareous.  

Occurrence 

 This sub-type of Forest covers a large part of this Division e.g. Atei (P), 

Badamasinabilla, Baitarani East A, Baitarani East B, Balabhadrapur, 

Balibandha, Balipokhari, Barabanka (P), Badbil, Bardhana, Basantapur, 

Baunsuli, Belposi, Belda, Billa A, Barang (P), Budhikapudi I, Budhikapudi II, 

Chadheibhol, Chemena A, Chhamunda Golabandha, Dhanurjayapur, 

Gayalmunda, Ghatgaon, Jadipada (P), Jharbeda (P), Jyotipur(P), Kalapat 

(P), Kalikaprasad, Kalimati, Khajuribani, Kodbil (P), Laxmiposi (P), 

Laxmiposi, Mahulpanga, Maidankel, Mankadachua, Masinabilla, Moony, 

Naranpur (P), Nelung (P), Ninua, Padmapur, Palaspal, Patana(P), Pipilia, 

Poipani (P), Raghunathpur, Raikala (P), Rasapada, Rebena (P), Rekuti, 

Santoshpur (P), Sarupat, Shyamanali Koilisuta, Sikheswari, Tamango(P), 

Tando, Ukhunda (P). The common associates of Sal in this forest are 

Terminalia Alata, Anogeissus Latifolia, Pterocarpus Marsupium, Diospyrus 

Melanoxylon, Terminalia Chebula, Terminalia Belerica, Lagerstroemia 

Parviflora, Buchanania Lanzan, Lannea Coromondelica, Dalbergia Latifolia. 

The common plants are Gardenia Gumifera, Wendlandia Tinctoria, Emblica 

Officinalis, Cassia Fistula, Morinda Tinctoria, Nyctanthus Arborstristis, 

Holarhoena Antidysenterica, Antidesma Spp., Randia Spp., Symplocos 

Racemosa and Cleistanthus Collinus. The common undergrowth found in 

this sub-type are Flemingia Chappar, Indigofera Puchela, Woodfordia 

Fruiticosa, Desmodium Spp., Strobilanthes Spp. Phoenix Acaulis are 

frequently available in part of Atei, part of Rebena, Barabanka, Mahulpanga, 

Maidankel, Mankadachua, Masinabilla etc. The common climbers in these 

forests, Bauhinia vahlii, Smilax spp., Helecteris ixora. Combretum decandron 

usually occur in Vallies and Revines. 
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 Although Sal is predominant in this type of forests,the quality varies 

from Q IV to Q V. The average height of trees in these forests is around 10 

to 12 metre. The canopy is irregular and open.  The density of the crop is 0.2 

to 0.4. The Sal trees are badly shaped and hollowness occurs even at a 

young stage. The Hill slopes generally support a dry type of growth.  

 The ground regeneration of Sal may be taken as fair but its rare 

establishment due to various factors makes the overall regeneration poor. 

Low moisture retention capacity and dryness, which is further increased due 

to biotic interference and repeated forest fire, are the features of this sub-

type and are responsible for poor regeneration of Sal and slow 

establishment 

5B/C2 Northern Dry Mixed Deciduous Forest (29961.0850 Ha.) 

Group 5 Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest 

Sub Group 5B Northern Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest 

Type C2 Northern Dry Mixed Deciduous Forest 

Floristic Composition & Occurrence 

 This sub-type occurs  over scattered extensive areas in both the 

Divisions in dry slopes and rugged ground where soil is poor and shallow. 

Tree canopy is seriously broken by human activities so that scattered trees 

and small groups are now typical. This broken top canopy is characterizing 

the transition to still drier types having trees with low spreading crown. 

Shrubs and small trees occupy vast areas. This type of Forests is usually 

seen  in Atei (P), Baigundi, Barabanka (P), Kalapat (P), Kandara C, Karo (P), 

Krushnapur, Kuladera, Naibuga, Nayagarh, Ostapura, Panasdiha, Patilo, 

Pedipokhari, Rebena (P), Renda, Santoshpur (P), Tamango (P), Thakurani 

(P). The associates of Sal in top canopy in this type of Forests are 

Anogeissus Latifolia, Lagerstroemia Parviflora, Terminalia Alata, Dalburgia 

Latifolia, Albizia Spp., Bombax Ceiba, Pterocarpus Marsupium, Adina 

Cordifolia, Terminalia Chebula, Trminalia Belerica, Boswellia Serrata, 

Dalbergia Paniculata. The middle canopy consists of associates like 

Ougeinia Ougenensis, Casia Fistula, Alangium Salvifolium, Cleistanthus 

Collinus, Gardenia Latifolia. Scattered Clumps of Dendrocalamus strictus are 

found in Kalapat and Rebena blocks. Nyctanthes arbortristis (Gangasiuli) are 

found plentily in Atei, Rebena, Santoshpur, Barabanka, Pedipokhari, 

Tamango, Thakurani. The undergrowth is usually rare and consists of shrubs 

like Phoenix Spp. Holarrhena Antidysenterica, Woodfordia Fruiticosa, Leea 

Asiatica. Climbers Like Butea Superba, Combretum Decandrum, Smylax 

Tetrephyla, Ichnocarpus Frustescens, Dioscorea Bulbifera, Mucuna Pruriens 

are found in this type of forests. The grasses like Cymbopogon Maretinii, 

Aristida Setacea, Fulaliopsis Binata occur in this type of forests. 
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 The density varies from 0.2 to 0.4. The typical site quality of these types 

of forests is Q IV to Q V. Regeneration of Sal and other important associates 

is poor. 

E4 Lateritic Semi-ever Green Forest (3959.1000 Ha.) 

Group 2 Tropical Semi-ever Green Forest 

Sub Group 2B Northern Tropical Semi-ever Green Forest 

Type General edaphic & Seral types of Semi-ever Green Forest 

Sub –Type E4 Lateritic Semi-ever Green Forest 

Floristic Composition and Occurrence 

 This Forest has the general appearance of the group but the 

predominance of Xylia xylocarpa, which is nearly evergreen, and of different 

habits from its associates gives it a character of its own. This is an edaphic 

variation and classified as E4 Lateritic Semi-ever Green Forest. A portion of 

Kalapat, Rebena R.F. around Daitary along the border of Athgarh and 

Dhenkanal division can be taken under this sub-type. The rainfall in these 

areas is comparatively high and the forests have a moist tendency because 

of proximity to the sea. The average height of Xylia Xylocarpa in these 

forests is around 12 metre and girth is around 90 cm. The main associates in 

this type of forests are Pterocarpus Marsupium, Careya Arborea, Strychnos 

Nux-Vomica, Anogeissus Latifolia, Lagerstroemia Parviflora, Lannea 

Coromandelica, Diospyros Melanoxylon, Buchnania Lanzan, Bridelia 

Retusa, Mangifera Indica, Trewia Nodiflora, Macaranga Peltata, Terminalia 

Tometosa Spp. The common undergrowths found in this type of forests are 

Adhatoda Vasica, Holarrhena Antidysenterica, Murraya Paniculata, 

Clerodendron Spp., Boorm grass and stray bamboo clumps (Bambusa 

aurundinacea). Butea Superba and Combretum Decandrum are the common 

climbers found in these areas. 

 The density varies from 0.4 to 0.6. The typical site quality of these types 

of forests is Q III to Q IV. The regeneration of all species is profuse. Because 

of biotic interference the intensity of Shorea Robusta is decreasing which 

promotes the intensity of Xylia Xylocarpa. 

5/DS1 Moist Mixed Shrub Deciduous Forest (11306.6400 Ha.) 

Group 5 Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest 

Sub –Type 5/DS1 Dry Deciduous Shrub Forest 

Characteristic: This DS1, Dry Deciduous Shrub Forest is the 

degradation stage of 5BC1c Dry Peninsular Sal Forests. This stage came in 

to existence not due to adverse climatic condition but due to maltreatment as 

follows:- 
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A)  These Forest Blocks are situated in scattered fashion in the 

outskirts of Forest area and are surrounded by Villages. 

B) Heavy demand for biomass by local public and cattle 

population from these Blocks. 

C) Illicit removal of commercially important species. 

D) Annual Forest fire two to three times in summer. 

E) Repeated Coppicing. 

F) Soil Erosion. 

Floristic Composition 

 The soil is generally open to sky, shallow to very shallow deep. 

Moderate depth is also found in some areas. The soil is mixed with morrum, 

grits having no fibre and humus content. The canopy is having irregular 

openings of different sizes with soil and rocks exposed. These areas are 

eroded having large numbers of gullies further extending to Ravines. Some 

areas are also in gully formation stage. Grasses are found but overgrazed. 

The trees are normally many stemmed from the thick base. High stumps left 

after felling is also common. The height of vegetation varies from 6 to 7 

metre.  

Occurrence 

 This degradation stage is seen in many Forest Blocks of both the 

Divisions. It is remarkable in the forest blocks like Atei (P), Baranga (P), 

Brahmanipal, Champei, Danla, Gandhamardan (P), Hatibandha, 

Jadipada(P), Jyotipur (P), Kadagotha, Kandara A, Kandara B, Kanjipani (P), 

Laxmiposi (P), Meghanadpoi, Nalapanga, Naranpur (P), Neling (P), 

Nuniapatna, Palaspada, Patna (P), Poipani (P), Pradhanapada,  

Purunapani, Raikala (P), Saharpur (P), Sapanaposi, Sarasposi, Tangarani, 

Tangiriapal, Turkipada, Ukunda(P). If proper steps will not be taken to 

control the adverse effects on the vegetation, time is not far away when this 

stage will be found in almost all Forest Blocks of both the Divisions.   

 The main species found in this type of forests are Shorea Robusta, 

Terminalia Alata, Cleistanthus Collinus, Madhuca Indica, Diospyros 

Montana, Diospyros Melaoxylon, Soymida Febrifuga, Chloroxylon Swietenia, 

Emblica Officinalis, Woodfordia Fruiticosa. Many of the shrubs found in this 

type of forests are either distasteful to the cattle or thorny and these are 

usually Holorrhena Antidysenterica, Randia Dumetoron, Carrissa Spinarium, 

Diospyros Ferre. Climbers are not common in these Forest Blocks but heavy 

growth of Combretum Decandrum is found in Borang, Ostapura and Atei 

Blocks in comparatively moist area. Sal is the predominant species in these 

degraded shrubby Forests and exists in rooted waste form. It needs special 

protection and proper tending operations by which, ultimately it can develop  

to a beautiful Sal Forest and can be brought back to 5B/C1c category. Some 
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of the D.P.Fs like Siddhamath, Sanghagara, Guptaganga, Taramakanta, 

Thakurani etc. have also reached this stage. The density hardly reaches 0.2. 

The typical site quality of these types of Forests is hardly QV. The 

regeneration from seed origin is very poor. Coppice shoots are coming up 

from the felled stumps but not establishing due to heavy biotic interference. 

Status of Natural Regeneration 

 The regeneration status of different Principal Forest Species varies 

greatly in this tract. In many Forest Blocks the regeneration of different 

species is quite satisfactory whereas in many Forest Blocks the regeneration 

is absolutely nil. In some Forest Blocks the natural regeneration from seed 

origin is nil e.g. in Thakurani, Baitarani R.Fs. and different Forest Blocks in 

Bhuyan & Juang Pirh range although they have satisfactory regeneration 

from coppice origin. The details  on natural regeneration of Principal Forest 

Species are as under:- 

A. Trees 

i) Sal (Shorea robusta) Sal is the main forest Species in this tract and 
found in all Forest Blocks. Its regeneration is 
extremely good in Santoshpur, Karo, Siddhamath, 
Uliburu, Thakurani, Baitarani, Rebena, Kalapat, 
Bandhanjhari and Ranibeda. Moderate 
regeneration is found in Blocks like Kodbil, 
Lunaghara I & II, Suakati I & II, Atei, Kanjipani, 
Gonasika. The natural regeneration is rare in 
Patna, Poipani, Kalikaprasad, Balibandha, Belda, 
Jadipada, Tando, Rasapada, Palaspada etc. 

ii) Asan (Terminalia Alata) The regeneration of Asan is moderate in Kalapat, 

Atei, Rebena, Santoshpur, Khajurimundi, 

Khajuribani. The presence of Asan in all other 

Blocks is negligible. 

iii) Dhaura (Anogeissus 

Latifolia) 

The regeneration of Dhaura is profuse in 

northwestern part of Kalapat R.F., in the portion of 

Rebena adjacent to Daitary, southern part of 

Santoshpur adjacent to Baitarani River, in the hill 

portion of Renda and Mankadachua. The 

regeneration status of Dhaura is of low intensity in 

all other Blocks. 

iv) Bija (Pterocarpus 

Marsupium) 

The regeneration of Bija is profuse in Karo R.F on 

the border of Sundargarh and Sighbhum, 

northwestern side of Renda, Santoshpur. The 

regeneration is moderate in Atei, Santoshpur, 

Rebena, Kalapat. Very negligible regeneration is 

noticed in Balibandha, Tando, Kalikaprasad, 

Baunsuli, Poipani, Patna. 
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v) Kuruma (Adina 

Cordifolia) 

The regeneration is very low in Karo, Siddhamath, 

Kalapat, Ranibeda, Bandhanjhari, Atei, Rebena 

etc. In the remaining blocks the regeneration is 

almost absent. 

vi) Gambhar (Gmelina 

Arborea) 

The regeneration is very low in Kalapat, 

Santoshpur, Atei, Barabanka, Rebena etc. In the 

rest of the Blocks the regeneration is almost nil. 

vii) Sisoo (Dalbergia 

Latifolia) 

The regeneration is very low in Atei, Rebena, 

Kalapat, Karo, Ranibeda, Santoshpur, Barabanka 

etc. In the rest of the Blocks the regeneration is 

almost nil. 

viii) Kasi (Bridelia Retusa) The regeneration is very low in Atei, Rebena, 

Kalapat, Karo, Ranibeda, Siddhamath, Thakurani, 

Santoshpur, Barabanka etc. In the rest of the 

Blocks the regeneration is not up to mark. 

ix)  Bandhan (Ougeinia 

Ougenensis) 

The regeneration is very low in Atei, Rebena, 

Siddhamath, Thakurani, Kalapat, Karo, 

Benamunda, Baunsuli, Ranibeda, Santoshpur, 

Barabanka etc. In the rest of the Blocks the 

regeneration is negligible. 

x) Arjuna (Terminalia 

Arjuna) 

The regeneration is very moderate in Atei along 

River Baitarani and Mushal, Santoshpur along 

Baitarani River, Rebena along River Kusei, Karo 

along Karo River, Kalapat along Samakoi. In the 

rest of the Blocks the regeneration is found in less 

intensity near River Banks and nala banks. 

xi) Kendu (Diospyros 

Melanoxylon) 

Its regeneration is profuse in all blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

xii) Mahul (Madhuca 

Indica) 

Its regeneration is profuse in all Blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

xiii) Chara (Buchanania 

lanzen) 

Its regeneration is profuse in all blocks of both the 

divisions 

xiv) Kangada (Xylia 

Xylocarpa) 

Its regeneration is profusely found in part of 

Rebena around Daitary and Palaspal, Krushnapur 

and eastern side of Kalapat R.F. In the remaining 

areas the regeneration is absent. 

xv) Aonla (Emblica 

Officinallis) 

Its regeneration is profuse in all blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

xvi) Harida (Terminalia 

Chebula) 

Its regeneration is moderately present in all blocks 

of both the Divisions. 

xvii) Bahada (Terminalia 

Belerica) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

xviii) Khakada (Homalium 

Nepalense) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

xix) Siddha 

(Lagerstroemiam 

Parviflora) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all blocks of both 

the Divisions. 
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B. Shrubs 

i) Dhatki (Woodfordia 

Fruiticosa) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

ii) Giliri (Indigofera 

Pulchera) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

iii) Gangasiuli (Nyctanthes 

Arborstristis) 

It is found profusely in the western side of Atei R.F. 

near Village Darkhola and is moderate in all other 

Blocks of both the Divisions. 

iv) Ghurudu (Gardenia 

Gummifera) 

It is found profusely in the western side of Kalapat 

R.F. near Village Kharba and is moderate in all 

other Blocks of both the Divisions. 

v) Lajakuli (Mimosa 

Pudica) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions.  

vi) Kurei (Holarrhena 

Antidysentrica) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

vii) Banatulasi (Oscimum 

Basilicum) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

viii) Banakhajuri (Phoenix 

Acaulis) 

Its regeneration is profuse in southern side of Atei 

and moderate in all Blocks of both the Divisions. 

ix) Chhota Chakunda 

(Casia Tora) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

x)  Gandhi (Lantana 

Camara) 

Its regeneration is profuse in Thakurani, Uliburu, 

Karo, Siddhamath and moderate in all Blocks of 

both the Divisions. 

xi) Poksungha 

(Pogostemon 

Benghalense) 

Its regeneration is profuse in Atei, Thakurani, 

Uliburu, Siddhamath, Kalapat, Rebena, and 

moderate in all Blocks of both the Divisions. 

C. Medicinal Plants 

i) Patalagaruda 

(Raulwolbis 

Serpentina) 

 Its regeneration is profuse in B& JP areas and low 

in all Blocks of both the Divisions. 

ii) Begunia (Videx 

Negundu) 

Its regeneration is profuse in Kanjipani plateau, 

Akul area of Telkoi range and moderate in all 

Blocks of both the Divisions. 

iii) Achhu (Morinda 

Tinctoria) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

iv) Bhuin Neem 

(Andrographis 

Paniculata) 

Its regeneration is profuse in Kalapat, Santoshpur, 

Bandhanjhari, Ranibeda, Karo, Siddhamath, Atei, 

Thakurani and moderate in all Blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

v) Brahmi Buti (Centella 

Asiatica) 

Its regeneration is low in all Blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

vi) Ankaranti (Solenum 

Surattense) 

Its regeneration is moderate in rive banks and nala 

banks of both the Divisions. 

vii) Pita Alu (Dioscorea 

Bulbifera) 

Its regeneration is moderate in all Blocks of both 

the Divisions. 

viii) Anantamula Its regeneration is low in all Blocks of both the 
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(Hemidesmus Indicus) Divisions. 

ix) Arakha (Calotrophis 

Gigantia) 

Its regeneration is moderate in Kanjipani plateau, 

low in all other Blocks of both the Divisions. 

x) Sijhu (Euphorbia 

Roylesna) 

Its regeneration is low in all Blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

 

xi) Satabari (Asparagus 

Racemosus) 

Its regeneration is profuse in all Blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

xii) Baidanka (Mucuna 

Pruriens) 

Its regeneration is rare in all Blocks of both the 

Divisions. 

Forest Area of Keonjhar District: The details are given below:- 

Sl. 
No. 

Classification of 
Forest 

Area covered in Keonjhar 
(T) Division 
 

Area covered in Keonjhar 
(W.L.) Division 

Nos. 
 

Area in Ha. 
 

Nos 
 

Area in Ha. 
 

1. Reserved Forests 77 118116.2553 18 70120.570 ** 

2. Proposed Reserved 
Forests 

24 15286.8573 3 214.070 

3. Village Forests 455 2666.8810 56 411.540 

4. U.D.P.F. 61 22499.2134 10 1420.470 

5. Unclassed Forest 88 22.0050 44 8.568 

About 6827.1858 Hec. of Forest areas have been diverted for non-forestry 

activities. The abstract is given below:- 

Area diverted for non-forestry purpose 

Name of the Divn. 

Purpose for diversion of Forest Area (in Ha.) 

Mining Irrigation Railway& 

Road 

Transmission line Others 

Keonjhar (T) 5109.291 457.856 709.3406 165.62 2.1732 

Keonjhar (W.L.) 282.969 1.760 1.3930 - - 

Source: D.F.O.(T) Keonjhar/D.F.O. (W,L,) Keonjhar 

Fauna 

The district of Keonjhar has been traditionally rich in wildlife and 

number of species of mammals, birds, reptiles etc. has been reported from 

the district. The durbar administration of Keonjhar ex-State made adequate 

protective measures to protect the wild animals from irregular killing except 

for organized sikar by the King or his guests. After meger with the Union of 

India, the killing wild animals became rampant for a period in the form of 

“Akhanda Sikar” by the tribals. But after enforcement of Wildlife (protection) 

Act, 1972 and the rules framed thereunder, there has been tremendous 

improvement in providing legal protection to the wildlife. A portion of Baula 

Reserve Forest and adjoining areas has been declared as a sanctuary since 

1978. As per the earlier gazetteer of 1986, Tigers were reported within 

Revana and Kalapata forest blocks but at present those are not seen. Tigers 
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are reported only from Hadagarh wildlife sanctuary adjoining Similipal Tiger 

Reserve. The different types of Fauna of the district are as given below :- 

Mammals 

The common mammals are the Hanuman (Presbytes entellus) and Pati 

(Macaca mulatto), the two primates, Bagha (Panthera tigris) Kalarapatria 

Bagha (Panthera pardus), Heta Bagha (Hyaena hyaena), Bilua (Canis 

aureus), Dhinkia Bagha (Canis lupus), Banabiradi (Felis chaus), Salia Patini 

(Viverricula indica), Katasa (Paradoxurus herma- pliroditus), Kuji Neula 

(Herpestes auropunctatus auropunctatus), Odha (Lutra perspicillata), Bhalu 

(Melursus ursinus), and ungulates like Hati (Elephas maximus), Gayala (Bos 

gaurus gaurus), Sambar (Cervus unicolor niger), Chital (Axis axis), Kutra 

(Muntiacus muntjak), Khuranti (Moschiola memina), Nilagai (Boselaphus 

tragocamelus), and Barha (Sus scrofa cristutus), all herbivorous. The 

common class of rodents like Nepali Musa (Ratufa indica), Gunduchi Musa 

(Funambulus pennanti), Jhinka (Hystrix indica indica), Thekua (Lepus 

nigricollis), Musa (Tatera indica), and Gatua Musa (Bandilota bengalensis) 

are often met with while Bajrakapta (Manis crassicaudata aurita) is rare. 

Birds 

 The common birds are Common peafowl (Pavo cristatus) are 

numerous. Being the national bird of India they are protected under law 

throughout the year. Red jungle fowl (Gallus gallus) and common red 

spurfowl (Galloerdix spadicea) are also numerous. The painted spurfowl 

occurs but is uncommon. The patridge, black or grey, are comparatively 

rare. The hornbill is often found in the forest tracts. In cold weather flocks of 

geese, ducks and teal are found in swampy lands and near irrigation 

reservoirs. The whistling teal and the little cotton-teal are common residents. 

The pigeons, open billed stork, the Indian pond heron and the Bhrungraj, a 

rare species, are also met with. 

Fish  

 The principal fish are rohi (Labeo rohita), mirkali (Cirrhina mrigal), 

bhakur (Catla catla), sal (Ophicephalus marulius) and seul (Ophicephalus 

striatus). Besides, a large number of other varieties are also found. 

Reptiles 

The Godhi or monitor lizard (Varnus monitor) is nearing extinction. 

Because of commercial importance of its skin people kill them. They are 

mostly found in the bushy areas of the villages of the district. The Pohala 

Enduas or Chameleons (Chamaeleon Zeyalanicus) are very common in the 

wooded areas. The Jhitpitis are met with in almost every house. 
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Snakes belonging to different species are found in the district. 

Poisonous snakes are not very few. Ahiraja or king cobra (Naja hannah) is 

one of the most poisonous snakes. It occurs in hill tracts. The two species of 

cobra known as the Nag or Gokhar (Naja naja) and the Tampa (Naja Naja 

Kaouthia) are also very poisonous. The Rana or branded krait is very 

poisonous and people hardly survive from its bite. The Kaudia Chiti or the 

common krait (Bungarus caeruleus) is of the former type. In addition to this a 

good number of other poisonous snakes are found in the district. Death due 

to snake bites is no less negligible. 

Among the non-poisonous snakes of the district mention may be made 

of the Ajagar (Phython molurus), the Dhamana (Ptyas mucosus), Kandanala 

(Natrix stolata), Dhanda (Natrix piscator), Domundi (Eryx conicus), the Telia 

Sape (Typhlops brahminus) etc. The Ajagars are normally seen in the 

forests and hills. At times they visit human settlements and swallow domestic 

animals like sheep, goat etc. Human life is also not safe when an Ajagar is 

met with. Other reptiles like tortoise and crab occur in the sea and the Chilika 

lake. 

The wild animals and the reptiles are of grave concern lot the human 

lives. People die every year due to their attacks. In the seventies a total of 

145 persons were reported to have been killed by them. 

Hadagarh Wildlife Sanctuary  

 Realising the importance of wildlife in the district, a sanctuary with the 

area was declared including Boula R.F. (10421.98 ha.)  in the Hadagarh 

Sanctuary (No. 34113-8F-(W)-160/78-FFAH dt. 06.12.1978). The basic 

purpose of creation of Keonjhar Wild Life Division, Anandapur is for effective 

management and protection of wildlife of the Hadagarh Wildlife Sanctuary. 

This Sanctuary created in1978 consists of the Boula Reserve Forest. and 

part of Satakosia Reserve Forest of the Karanjia Division. Part of this 

Sanctuary is also coming within the Salandi Irrigation Project. The Sanctuary 

is approachable from Bhadrak within a distance of 30 kms.    

    Recently boundary line of the Sanctuary has been re-surveyed. Total 

boundary length of Hadgarh Sanctuary runs over a length of 78 kms, with  

803 GPS referenced boundary pillars of which 726 pillars are in Keonjhar 

WL Division over a boundary length of 69.99 kms & 77 pillars in Karanjia 

Division over a boundary length of 8.01 kms. 

The  Sanctuary ranges from Northern Tropical dry deciduous forest to 

Northern Dry Miscellaneous Forest characterized by Sal. Asan, Dhaura, 

Harida etc.  40 species of plants including 6 species of Climbers have been 

identified. Hadagarh Sanctuary also has a rich variety of animals. 30  

species of mammals, 38  species of birds and 15  species of reptiles and 

amphibians are available in this Sanctuary.  
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   Inside the core of the Sanctuary two  Villages namely Dalki & Pitanau 

are located since long. The means of livelihood of these Villagers is 

cultivation & goat rearing.  Action is being taken to relocate the Villages 

outside the Sanctuary. There are another 12 Villages in the buffer zone. 

These 14  comprising  1302 families with a population of about 6538 people 

are fully dependent upon Hadgarh Sanctuary for their livelihood. These 

Villages have been established by the people displaced due to creation of 

Hadgarh Dam Project by way of encroachment of Boula RF in early 

seventies of last century. 

   No rights but certain concessions have been granted in the Sanctuary 

area. The aboriginal Tribes are permitted to remove roots, fruits, flowers and 

leaves free of charges for their bonafide use. Grazing is not admitted as a 

right. The settlement of rights under section 19-25 of WL (P) Act,1972 has 

been completed. 222 individual claims over an area of 159.8596 ac. & one 

community claim having an area covering 1.2098 ac. in Boula RF in Hadgarh 

sanctuary & 49 communities claim over an area 4933.7759 ac. in Salandi 

reservoir have been settled under Forest Rights Act, 2006. 

Census (Population figures of important animals during last three 

census of Hadagarh Wildlife Sanctuary) 

Elephant Census 

2009 Census,Adult male - 4 nos.Adult female- 6 nos.Calf-3 nos.Juvenile- 1 

no.Total- 14 nos. 

2010 Census- Adult male - 2 nos.   Adult female- 5 nos.  sub-Adult female- 4 

nos.  calf- 1 no Total- 12 nos 

2012 Census- Adult male :- 4 nos., Adult female-14nos., sub-Adult female- 

nil calf - 07 nos. juvenile - nil  Sub- Adult bulls- 1 no. Total- 26nos. 

2015- Census- Adult male - 5 nos. Adult cow-9 nos. Sub-Adult cow- 2 calf- 

06 nos. Sub- Adult bulls- 3 no. Total- 25nos.  

Tiger/ Leopard Census     2007- Leopard – 3nos.,   2009- Leopard-2 nos.,   

2010- Leopard 2 nos.    2014-15- One tiger & 2 leopards in Hadagarh 

Sanctuary. 

Mid-Winter Water Fowl Census  2011- 911 nos.  2012 – 846 nos.2013- 

970 nos.2014-627 nos.2015- 250nos. 

  There are 4 eco-tourism sites found in and around the Sanctuary. 

There is a great potential for promoting eco-tourism sites at Chakratritha, 

Gadachandi & Podasingidi. The sites are well known for existing 

Gadachandi Temple at Gadachandi, Jain Temple at Podasingidi and Siva 

Temple at Chakratritha. People of Keonjhar district and adjoining districts of 
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Balasore & Bhadrak regularly visit those places round the year for worship 

and  pleasure.  

Kenduleaf operation  

 Keonjhar district is also important from non-timber forest produce point 

of view. Chief amongst which is Kendu leaves. This Kendu leaf operation in 

the district generates about 2,90,30,435 number of kerries with an 

anticipated production of nearly 7,000 qtls. It is an important activity and 

generates 20,871 mandays benefiting the BPL families. These people are 

engaged in different operations like bush cutting, prepare and maintenance 

of phadi houses, purchase of Kenduleaves, drying and storage, processing, 

bagging, binding and transportation to central godwons. 

 There are 168 phadis utilised in storage of Kenduleaves which are 

given in the table below :- 

Range Block Number of 
Phadies 

Keonjahr Ghatagaon 10 
 Harichandanpur 15 
 Patna 01 
 Banspal 15 
Telkoi Telkoi 57 
Akul Telkoi 70 
 Total 168 

Climate and Weather 

 The climate of Keonjhar is characterized by three main seasons, 

Summer, Rainy and Winter seasons. Summer season normally starts from 

last part of March and continues up to middle of June. The rainy season 

starts from mid-June and continues up to September. At times, it extends up 

to mid-October and is immediately followed by winter. The winter season 

reaches its peak during December and continues up to first part of February. 

During the month of March, a transition period is clearly felt when there is 

neither much cold nor much heat and this period is known as spring season. 

During this time, the days are hot and the nights are cold. This is 

characterized by leaf shedding and burgeoning of new leaves.  

 During summer   temperature rises above 40 C  in the month of May. 

The humidity during this period becomes very low. Light showers are 

experienced during late March to first week of May. In these hot months 

occasional thunderstorms appear. The peculiarity of summer is marked 

during April and May when the day times are very hot and after midnight, it is 

usually cool. 

 The South West monsoon usually arrives in this area towards middle of 

June and continues until end of September and at times up to middle of 
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October. Heavy and continuous rainfall is also experienced during this 

season and high flood is noticed in  River Baitarani. It causes severe 

damage to the paddy crops of Anandapur plane. The relative humidity is 

high in this season and the sky remains heavily clouded for most of the time. 

During the super cyclone in the year 1999, the intensity of rain and flood was 

so high that the bridge on Kusei near Belbahali was severely damaged 

which was subsequently restored by the Army personnel. The great flood 

overflowed the embankment at Belbahali and created a River type structure 

damaging vast agricultural landmasses. Many houses were also washed 

away rendering people homeless. In Keonjhar district out of 107 days of the 

rainy season around 70 days are actually rainy days.  

          The winter season extends from mid-October to late February. The 

coldest areas are Kiriburu Hill top and  Kanjipani, which are considered as 

the Hill Stations of Odisha. The temperature at times is so low that the 

mercury hangs around the lowest point of 20 to 30 celsius.  Frost mostly 

occurs in Kanjipani, Guali, Kiriburu and Bolani areas for a very short period. 

The humidity is minimal from December to February.  Occasional rain during 

this season  is not uncommon. 

Detailsof Temperature, rainfall and relative humidity of Kenjhar district 

are given below:- 
Year Average Mean Monthly 

Temp. Max.( oC) 
Average Mean 
Monthly Temp. Min. 
( oC) 

Rainfall 
(mm) 

Relative 
Humidity 

1986 30.4 20 1636.3 72 
1987 37.8 11.7 1126 69 
1988 37.4 11.7 1531.5 68 
1989 38.6 10.1 1505.1 64 
1990 36.6 12.2 1870.8 73 
1991 38.1 11.2  1431.3 72 
1992 38.2 9.4 1054.2 69 
1993 36.8 10.1 1461.3 70 
1994 38 9.3 1292.7 70 
1995 40.9 5.2 1179.3 60 
1996 43 13.2 927.4 66 
1997 41.5 8 1446.2 80 
1998 43.6 5.3 1174.2 73 
1999 42.8 6.5 1595  
2000 41.1 5.7 1160.92 69 
2001 41.7 6.3 1389.96 71 
2002 41.8 5.9 861.83 69 
2003 42 5.4 1385.69 74 
2004 42 6.4 1093.18 64 
2005 42.8 7.6 1621.14 72 
2006 40.7 8.4 1551.17 71 
2007 41.5 7.9 1910.23 74 
2008 42.6 7 1644.5 75 
2009 43.6 9.5 1326.24 66 
2010 42.8 6.6 1213.36 71 
2011 40.3 5.2 1908.77 72 
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Actual rainfall data of Keonjhar district are given below:-  

Year Normal Actual Deviation 
from Normal 

Year Normal Actual Deviation 
from Normal 

1987 1534.5 1126 -408.5 2002 1534.5 861.83 -672.67 
1988 1534.5 1531.5 -3 2003 1534.5 1385.69 -148.81 
1989 1534.5 1505.1 -29.4 2004 1534.5 1093.18 -441.32 
1990 1534.5 1870.8 336.3 2005 1534.5 1621.14 86.64 
1991 1534.5 1431.3 -103.2 2006 1534.5 1551.17 16.67 
1992 1534.5 1054.2 -480.3 2007 1534.5 1910.23 375.73 
1993 1534.5 1461.3 -73.2 2008 1534.5 1644.5 110 
1994 1534.5 1292.7 -241.8 2009 1534.5 1326.24 -208.26 
1995 1534.5 1179.3 -355.2 2010 1534.5 1213.36 -321.14 
1996 1534.5 927.4 -607.1 2011 1534.5 1908.77 374.27 
1997 1534.5 1446.2 -88.3 2012 1534.5 1255.5 -279 
1998 1534.5 1174.2 -360.3 2013 1534.5 1652.9 118.4 
1999 1534.5 1595 60.5 2014 1534.5 1339.6 -194.9 
2000 1534.5 1160.92 -373.6      
2001 1534.5 1389.96 -144.5     

Source: D.F.O.(T) Keonjhar/Census Report 
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CHAPTER-II 

HISTORY 

Pre-History 

The Early Stone Age sites of this district are mostly located in the 

Baitarani River Valley beginning from Champua and Ramala. Champua is 

situated on the Baitarani near the borders of Odisha and Jharkhand while 

Ramala is just 5 km. downstream from Champua. In this region hand-axes 

and scrapers are mainly found. The early stone industries show a gradual 

development in technique ranging from the crudest to the developed ones. 

The Middle Stone Age sites are found in Champua, Ramala, 

Jagannathpur and Patana, all situated in the Baitarani valley. Jagannathpur 

is hardly 7 km. from Champua while Patana, a big Village, is located in the 

southern sub-Division of the district. There are large varieties of tools 

belonging to this age. Tools like scrapers, borers, points and nodules are 

generally found in suitable proportions. Manufacturing of blades was also 

fairly known. 

The Late Stone Age culture comes next when microliths and polished 

stone celts are generally noticed. There is an important microlith site near 

the Village, Patana. Microlithic industries of this area are mainly non-

geometric in character. The materials are quartzite, jasper, chert and opal. 

The polished stone celts represent Neolithic culture and those are mainly 

agricultural implements. Along with those celts, we find a fairly large number 

of ring-stones which were probably used with digging sticks for ploughing 

the fields. Primitive type of agriculture is even now prevailing in this district 

among the primitive tribes. 

Asanpat Stone Inscription2 

The Asanpat inscription paleographically belongs to the Gupta period  

and may be ascribed to about 5th century A.D. The donor Maharaja 

Satrubhanja, son of Maharaja Manabhanja, was of Naga lineage born of 

Mahadevi Damayanti. Maharaja Satrubhanja was the ruler of the territory 

known as Vindhyatavi and earned great merit by donating lakhs of cows in 

places like Pataliputra, Gaya, Krimila, Dandavardhana, Pundravardhana, 

Vardhamana, Gorhati, Khadranga, Tamralipti and UbhayaToshali. He also 

donated  gold coins at Samkhakara Math of Ahichhatra, Manibhadra Math of 

Lakshesvara and at other Maths. He constructed dwellings and Viharas for 

                                                           
2 This inscription was discovered in 1963 by Dr. N. K. Sahu, the then State Editor,Gazelteers, who deciphered it and 

published its gist in Mayurbhanj District Gazetteer. It was later removed to the Odisha State Museum, Bhubaneshwar in 

1965 
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Brahmacharis, Charakas, Panvrajakas, Nigranthakas, Bhikshus and 

Barnantakas and was himself well versed in Mahabharata, Puranas, Itihasa, 

Vyakarana, Upasiksha, Nyaya, Mimansa, Chhanda, Vedopakarana, 

Sankhya, Vigyana, etc.                   

Inscription from Sitabinj 

In the cave-shelter Ravanachhaya, a small inscription is found below 

the fresco-paintings which reads as Maharaja Sri Disabhanja. This 

inscription as well as the paintings have been attributed to cir 5th century AD 

Maharaja Shri Disabhanja, like Maharaja Satrubhanja of Asanpat inscription, 

may be attributed to the Naga dynasty. 

There are as many as 14 votive inscriptions inscribed on boulders 

strewn in an area of Sitabinji where once existed a temple of Lord Siva. The 

inscriptions are written in southern variety of Brahmi scripts belonging to 5th 

century A. D. Out of those fourteen inscriptions, five refer to a Saivacharya 

who is variously known as: 

Sasalanchhanadhara-Pada 

Sasidhara-Pada and Sasadhara Vansa. Some inscriptions are read as: 

(1) Ganga Paramadhisa, 

(2) Paramjaya-Gangapara, and 

(3) Gangavadi- Ganga 

It appears that the Saivacharya named Sasidharapada came on 

pilgrimage to Sitabinji from Gangavadi in modern Karnatak. 

Early History    

 The early history of Keonjhar,more or less, coincides with that of 

Mayurbhanj district. The discovery of Asanpat inscription throws fresh light 

on the history of Keonjhar in the 5th-6th century A. D. It is known from this 

inscription that the territory during that time was known as Vindhyatavi and it 

was under the rule of a branch of the Naga dyansty. Different branches of 

this dynasty ruled over Ahichhatra, Kausambi (both in Uttar Pradesh) and 

Padmavati (in Madhya Pradesh). The Nagas jointly fought against the 

Kushana Murunda rulers and defeated and ousted them from power in 

'northern India. Their wars against those foreign powers have been referred 

to by the Asanpat inscription where it is mentioned that Maharaja 

Manabhanja, father of Satrubhanja, defeated the Devaputras 'Kushana 

Murundas' in hundreds of battles. 

The Naga confederacy was, however, crushingly defeated by Samudra 

Gupta who succeeded in building the Gupta empire in northern India. Some 

Naga chiefs like those of Vindhyatavi continued to rule under the Gupta 

suzerainty. In course of time friendly relation developed between the Guptas 
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and the Nagas and Chandra Gupta II, the son of Samudra Gupta, is known to 

have married Kubernaga, a Naga princess. Maharaja Satrubhanja, the ruler 

of Vindhyatavi, was very likely a contemporary and a subordinate ruler of 

Chandra Gupta II. The Asanpat inscription reveals that Satrubhanja travelled 

to various parts of the Gupta empire and made rich donations to some Saiva 

Mathas and Saiva Acharyas. The modern Sitabinji was a famous centre of 

Saivism in this territory. A magnificent Siva temple was built there, the 

remains of which are still extant. A finely carved Chaturmukha Siva Linga is 

found there and a large number of votive inscriptions inscribed on boulders 

indicate that pilgrims mostly from South India visited that place of Saiva 

pilgrimage. One such pilgrim was the illustrious Acharya Sasidharapada, who 

came here from the Western Ganga territory of Gangavadi. 

After Satrubhanja, the next ruler of this dynasty was Maharaja 

Disabhanja, whose name appears in the fresco-painting of the 

Ravanachhaya cave-shelter in Sitabinji. This king is depicted in painting as 

marching in a procession on the occasion of a religious function. Nothing 

more, however, is known about this dynasty after Disabhanja. 

The history of this district remains obscure till the time of  Adibhanja of 

Khijjinga Kota, who flourished in the early 10th century A.D. 

The Bhanjas of Khijjinga Kota ruled over an extensive territory  

comprising the modern district of Mayurbhanj and parts of Keonjhar  and 

Singhbhum districts. This territory was known as Khijjinga Mandala. The 

records of the Bhanja rulers indicate that their territory was divided into two 

parts—Uttar Khanda (northern part) and Dakhina Khanda (southern part) 

and very probably the Keonjhar region formed the southern part of the 

kingdom. The history of the Bhanja kings of Khijjinga Mandala has been 

discussed in the history chapter of Mayurbhanj district gazetteer, where it 

has been pointed out that the Bhanja kings ruled from their capital Khijjinga 

Kota up to about the middle of the 14th century A. D. In 1361 A. D. Sultan 

Firuz Shah invaded Odisha through Khijjinga Kota which was very probably 

destroyed by him. This apparently led the Bhanjas to transfer their political 

headquarters from Khijjinga Kota to Hariharpur and it was probably by that 

time that the Keonjhar region became a separate dominion under a Chief 

named Jyoti Bhanja who was a scion of the Bhanja ruling family of Khijjinga 

Mandala. 

L. E. B. Cobden-Ramsay  states that one Jai Singh, son of Man Singh, 

a Kachua Rajput of the Solar race and a Chief of Jeypore in Rajputana, 

came to Puri in 1098 A. D. and married the daughter of the then Gajapati 

Chief of Puri and received as dowry the territory of Hariharpur. Two sons 

were born of this union and the father before his death divided the territory 

of Hariharpur between them. The elder son Adi Singh received the 

Mayurbhanj portion and ruled from Adipur and the younger called Jyoti 
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Singh received the Keonjhar portion and ruled from Jyotipur. These two 

headquarters were in opposite banks of the Baitarani and later on the 

brothers shifted their respective political seats to more centralised places. 

The fallacy of this tradition has already been pointed out in Mayurbhanj 

district gazetteer. It may here be said that the Kachua Rajput family as well 

as the town of Jeypore were not existing as early as 1098 A. D. and so also 

a Gajapati King of Puri is not known in history as early as that time. The poet 

Narasingh Misra, who has discussed about the early history of Keonjhar in 

his Sanskrit drama "Bhanja Mahodayam" written in early 19th century A. D. 

has not given any hint regarding the Kachua Rajput origin of the Bhanjas. 

This tradition was most probably given shape during the later part of the 

19th century. 

A local tradition of Keonjhar reveals that the Bhuyans of Keonjhar not 

able to keep contact with the Raja ruling over them from Khijjinga Kota 

(Khijjing) desired to keep a ruler close to them at Keonjhar and stole away a 

boy named Jyoti Bhanja from the ruling family whom they installed as king. It 

appears that the Bhuyans have played some important part in the early 

history of the Bhanja dynasty of Keonjhar, as even up to the time of the 

present Chief, the Bhuyans were considered indispensable at the time of 

coronation of a king who was to be installed on the gadi being 

ceremoniously carried on the back of a Bhuyan. 

        The early history of the Bhanja kings of Keonjhar belonging to the 

family of Jyoti Bhanja is not yet properly known. It is said that Jyoti Bhanja 

had his headquarters at a Village named after him as Jyoti Bhanja which 

was located on the right bank of the Baitarani but as this place was close to 

the border of his territory, he shifted the capital to the place which is now 

known as Keonjhar. A ruined fort containing an old throne as well as the 

shrine of Danda Devi, the tutelary Goddess of the royal family, is seen near 

the present town  and it is believed to have been originally built by Jyoti 

Bhanja. The successors of Jyoti Bhanja till the time of Gobinda Bhanja, who 

flourished during the early part of 17th century A.D., are known to us only by 

their names. Their genealogy, as known from the records of the royal family 

as well as the drama "Bhanja Mahodayam" of Narasingh Mishra, is 

presented below:- 

(1) Jyoti Bhanja 

(2) Udaya Bhanja 

(3) Gadeshwar Bhanja 

(4) Ananta Bhanja 

(5) Dayanidhi Bhanja 

(6) Ratnakar Bhanja 

(7) Champakeshwar Bhanja 

(8) Santha Bhanja 
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The family records and the "Bhanja Mahodayam" agree so far. But after 

Santha Bhanja, the family records present 10 rulers whose names do not 

occur in the above drama. These rulers are as follows :- 

(1) Narahari Bhanja 

(2) Jadunath Bhanja 

(3) Gobardhan Bhanja 

(4) Gangadhar Bhanja 

(5) Jagannath Bhanja 

(6) Sridhar Bhanja 

(7) Srikara Bhanja 

(8) Hrusikesh Bhanja 

(9) Gopinath Bhanja, and 

(10) Hadu Bhanja 

After this, no divergence is noticed between the above two sources so 

far as the genealogy of the Kings of Keonjhar is concerned. Hadu Bhanja, 

the 18th ruler, was succeeded by Chandrasekhar Bhanja who is referred to 

as Sikhara Bhanja in the "Bhanja Mahodayam". After Chandrasekhar, his 

son Joginath Bhanja came to the throne and the latter was succeeded by his 

grandson Trilochan Bhanja who was the father of Gobinda Bhanja. 

According to Cobden-Ramsay, Gobinda Bhanja fell out with his father 

and left Keonjhar. He "joined the services of the Puri Ruler and for his victory 

in the battle of Kanchi Kaveri (Kanjeeveram, Madras Presidency) obtained 

as a reward on his accession to the gadi the zamindari of Athgarh, better 

known as the Anandapur Sub-Division, which still forms a part of this 

State". (Feudatory States of Odisha, (1950), p. 214) 

The time of Gobinda Bhanja cannot be as early as that of the Gajapati 

Purusottam Deva (1467-1497 A. D.), the victor of the battle of Kanchi Kaveri. 

His date can more correctly be ascertained from the drama "Bhanja 

Mahodayam" written by Narasingh Mishra, the court poet of king 

Sibanarayan Bhanja of Keonjhar, the son of Gobinda Bhanja. It is known 

from this work that the drama was staged at Puri (Sripurusottam Khetra) and 

was witnessed by the Gajapati King Balabhadra Deva and King Sibanarayan 

Bhanja of Keonjhar. Thus, Balabhadra Deva who ruled from 1648 to 1659 A. 

D. was a contemporary of Sibanarayan Bhanja of Keonjhar. It may be said 

that the fathers of these two rulers—Purusottam Deva and Gobinda Deva 

were also contemporary rulers. 

Very  likely, Purusottam Deva (1600-1621 A. D.), the ruler of Khurda 

kingdom, has been confused with the great Purusottam Deva (1467-1497 

A. D.) who fought the battle of Kanchi Kaveri and became victorious against 

the king of Vijaynagar. The date of Gobinda Bhanja may, tentatively be 

assigned to the first quarter of the 17th century A. D. It was during the time 

of this ruler that the territory now comprising the Anandapur Sub-Division 
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was conquered and incorporated with the kingdom of Keonjhar. Gobinda 

Bhanja was a devotee of Rama. He set up a Village named after him as 

Biragobindapur where he constructed a temple and installed the idols of 

Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. It is said that Govinda Bhanja was daily 

coming on horse-back from his headquarters, Keonjhar to Biragobindapur a 

distance of 72 km. for the worship of the God. This Village is still famous as 

a place of Rama worship. 

Gobinda Bhanja was succeeded by his son, Sibanarayan Bhanja who 

ruled up to 1654 A. D. and after him his son Lakshmi Narayan Bhanja came 

to the Gadi. It was during the rule of this King, that the source of the River 

Baitarani was discovered and a temple of Brahmeshwar Siva was 

constructed close to it. From that time onward, that place is considered to 

be very sacred and people gather there on many occasions to take bath in 

the reservoir, known as Brahmakunda which has been built near the temple 

of Brahmeshwar. The magnificent temple of Baladeva was built by Lakshmi 

Narayan Bhanja in the headquarters town of Keonjhar. It is said that the 

images of Jagannath and Subhadra were brought by the king from Puri 

while that of Baladeva was brought from the Village Badancha near 

Anandapur and these three idols were installed in this temple. He 

excavated a tank named Lakshmisagar and laid out a big mango garden 

which was called 'Madhuban'. Four Brahmin Villages were established by 

the King and those have been named after him. 

Mughal Rule 

Khan-i-Dauran, the General of the Mughal Subadar, invaded Keonjhar in 

1660-61 A. D. and defeated Lakshmi Narayan Bhanja who acknowledged 

the over-lordship of the Mughals. But this appears to be a formal 

acknowledgement and the successors of Lakshmi Narayan Bhanja 

continued to rule in semi-independent status. 

Lakshmi Narayan Bhanja was succeeded by his son Jagannath Bhanja 

who ruled for a short time and after him Raghunath Bhanja ascended the 

gadi in 1700 A. D. The Brahmin Village Raghunathpur in modern Anandapur 

Sub-Division was established by the king Raghunath Bhanja. He was a 

patron of the Brahmins and during his rule a large number of 'Atharvavedi 

Brahmins settled in different parts of his territory getting royal patronage. 

Raghunath Bhanja was succeeded by his son, Gopinath Bhanja in 1719 

A.D. and the latter is known to have ruled till 1727 A. D. Gopinath Bhanja 

had two queens, each of whom had a son—Ghaneswar Bhanja, who was 

the son of the second queen, was older than Nrusingha Narayan Bhanja, 

the son of the first queen. And when the king decided to nominate 

Ghaneswar as the successor, a serious quarrel took place between him and 

the younger prince Nrusingha Narayan Bhanja. The prince was driven out of 

the headquarters after which he took shelter in a Village 48 km. from the 
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town of Keonjhar and that Village was named as Narayanpur (Naranapur) 

after him. This quarrel took a serious turn as the kingdom was divided 

between the two factions, one supporting the king and the other supporting 

the prince. But before the issue was decided, Gopinath Bhanja died in 1727 

A. D., and a fratricidal war took place between Ghaneswar Bhanja and 

Nrusingha Narayan Bhanja. Subsequently, Nrusingha Narayan succeeded 

in occupying the capital, and Ghaneswar had to flee to save his life. 

       Nrusingha Narayan Bhanja had a religious bent of mind, but he had to 

kill five Brahmins during his fight against Ghaneswar Bhanja. For expiation 

of this sin, he constructed five temples having five Sikharas each enshrining 

a Siva Linga, and it is said that the heads of the five Brahmins were placed 

under the foundation of these Sikharas. He established a Brahmin Village at 

the place where the five Brahmins were killed and a copper plate which was 

issued by him donating lands to Brahmins in that Village has been 

preserved in the royal family. The Brahmin Village was named after him as 

Nrusingha Narayan Sasan. 

Maratha Rule 

Nrusingha Narayan Bhanja was succeeded by his son Balabhadra -

Narayan Bhanja in 1764 A. D. Odisha, by that time, was under the rule of  

the Marathas who were the virtual master of this province since 1751 A.D. 

But some feudatory chiefs of western Odisha refused to submit to the 

Marathas and Prataprudra Deva, the ruler of Bamra, openly challenged 

their authorities. When the Maratha Subadar Rajaram Pandit (1778-82 AD) 

invaded Bamra, Prataprudra Deva received help and co-operation of 

Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja of Keonjhar and the combined strength of 

these two chiefs successfully repulsed the attack of the Marathas. Sudhal 

Deva, the son and successor of Prataprudra Deva, being ill-advised by his 

uncle Jadumani could not retain the friendship of the Chief of Keonjhar and 

a battle between these two kingdoms took place on a very feeble cause. 

Bama Deva, brother of Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja, who married the 

princess of Bamra was insulted by Jadumani during the marriage 

ceremony and this led to a bitter quarrel and ultimately to a serious fight 

between the two kingdoms. The battle took place for four days and 

subsequently Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja became victorious and occupied 

the fort of Barkote which was by that time the headquarters of Bamra. A 

detailed description of this battle has been given in 'Bhanja Mahodayam' 

from which we know that a number of subordinate chieftains had rendered 

assistance to the ruler of Keonjhar during the battle. They were the 

chieftains of Sukinda, Ambo, Dhenka Dasapur, Kantajhari, Pal-lahara, 

Bamanghati, Pachhikote, etc. 

Balabhadra Narayan also fought with the Raja of Dhenkanal and took 

possession of a border estate called Kaliahata. During his rule there took 
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place a serious trouble in Pal-lahara regarding succession to that estate. 

Balabhadra Narayan suppressed the trouble with a strong hand and 

restored peace in that territory. 

Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja died in 1792 at Anandapur and his body 

was cremated on the bank of the Baitarani where a memorial tomb was 

built. The tomb was washed away by the flood of the River in 1927. 

British Rule 

        Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja was succeeded by Janardan Bhanja in 

1792. The early years of rule of this King were not peaceful owing to family 

feud between the royal houses of Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. In 1796, 

Damodar Bhanja, the Raja of Mayurbhanj, died and was succeeded by his 

widow, Rani Sumitra Devi. Janardan Bhanja put forward the claim of his 

brother Tribikram Bhanja to the throne of Mayurbhanj but failed to achieve 

his end as he was defeated by the army of Sumitra Devi. The East India 

Company was by that time making vigorous preparation for occupation of 

Odisha and the British administrators in Bengal attempted to have friendly 

relations with the royal houses of Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. They 

acknowledged the rule of Sumitra Devi who agreed to accept Tribikram 

Bhanja as her adopted son. 

Janardan Bhanja was successful in Pallahara affairs. His queen 

Krishnapriya was the daughter of Munipal, the ruler of Pal-lahara. When 

Munipal died without a son, the estate came under the possession of Rani 

Krishnapriya and Janardan Bhanja claimed it as a piece of dowry. After the 

death of the Rani in 1825, Pallahara was brought under the administration 

of Raja Janardan Bhanja. The East India Company in 1805, acknowledged 

the joint rule of Keonjhar and Pallahara and fixed the revenue of the 

combined estates. But Pal-lahara began to pay revenue directly to 

Government from 1825 onward and gradually became a separate State. 

Janardan Bhanja is said to have occupied a place called Bandhagoda 

situated on the borders of Keonjhar and Sukinda estates. He was a warrior 

ruler and was a patron of art and culture. He was succeeded in 1831 by 

Bishweswar Bhanja, who ruled up to 1838 and-was followed by Gadadhar 

Bhanja. During the rule of this king, the War of Independence, otherwise 

called the "Revolt of 1857" took place and great trouble occured in 

Singhbhum due to the rebellion of Arjun Singh, the Raja of Podahat. 

Gadadhar Bhanja helped the British Government in suppressing the 

rebellion of Podahat. He died in 1861 on the banks of the Ganges, where 

he had been on a pilgrimage. 

Gadadhar Bhanja had two queens. The chief queen Bishnupriya was 

barren while the younger queen had a son named Dhanurjay Bhanja. Rani 

Bishnupriya was trying her best to set aside the claim of Dhanurjay after the 

death of Gadadhar Bhanja. So the Raja before his death had left a will in 
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favour of the succession of Dhanurjay. After his death, Rani Bishnupriya 

made an attempt to make Brundaban Bhanja, a grandson of the Maharaja of 

Mayurbhanj, the successor to the gadi declaring him to be the adopted son 

of her deceased husband. But T. E. Ravenshaw, the then Superintendent of 

the Tributary Mahals, recognised the claim of Dhanurjay whereupon an 

appeal was made to the High Court of Calcutta on behalf of Brundaban. 

When the appeal was rejected, the Raja took the case to the Privy Council. 

Meanwhile, Dhanurjay who was receiving education at Cuttack attained 

majority in 1867 and was crowned as the ruler of Keonjhar. Rani Bishnupriya 

was not disheartened and attempted to achieve her aim through open 

rebellion of the Bhuiyan Sardars. She appealed to the Sardars to recognise 

Brundaban as the Raja of Keonjhar and sent a deputation of the Bhuiyan 

Sardars to meet the Leiutenant Governor of Bengal. But the Leiutenant 

Governor could not recognise Brundaban as the Court of Law was in favour 

of Dhanurjaya. On the 5th December, 1867, Ravenshaw personally came to 

Keonjhar to attempt reconciliation between the two factions. The strong 

attitude of Ravenshaw cowed down the Rani who agreed to recognize the 

claim of Dhanurjaya. Thus, Dhanurjaya was crowned for a second time on 

the 13th February, 1868 attended by the Rani and the Bhuiyan Sardars who 

performed the customary rites of the ceremony. Among the British Officers, 

Colonel Dalton and T. E. Ravenshaw were present at the installation 

ceremony. 

Shortly after this, the Dewan Nanda Dhal started oppressing the 

Bhuiyan Sardars who had supported the cause of Brundaban. The 

Bhuiyans suspected that the Dewan was organising a rule of tyranny at the 

connivance of the British officers. Towards the end of April 1868, the 

Bhuiyan Sardars revolted. The town of Keonjhar was invaded and the 

Dewan along with some of his associates was abducted. The rebellion took 

a serious turn in May and a detachment of troops from Singhbhum as well 

as from Calcutta advanced towards Keonjhar to save the situation. Col. 

Dalton and Dr. Hayes came from Chota Nagpur with large forces while 

Ravenshaw proceeded to Anandapur with a contingent of the Madras 

Native Infantry. The rebellion was suppressed with a strong hand and most 

of the Bhuiyán Sardars surrendered during the months of June and July. 

Ratna Naik, the leader of the rebellion, was captured by the Paiks of Pal-

lahara on the 15th August. Ravenshaw tried the case of Bhuiyan leaders at 

Keonjhargarh and the judgement, being tainted by political considerations, 

was extremely severe and cruel. Seven persons were sentenced to death, 

21 persons were transported for life, 13 were transported for 12 years and 

above, 10 underwent transportation or imprisonment for 10 years, 30 got 

imprisonment for 7 years and 51 were sentenced to imprisonment for less 

than 7 years. Rani Bishnupriya was taken away from Keonjhar and was 

allowed to stay at Puri till her death. The Bhuiyans were thus suppressed by 

strong and inhuman measures. 
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But the Durbar Government continued to oppress them through 

various ways. They were economically exploited and were required to 

contribute physical labour without payment. Dharanidhar, one of the 

Bhuiyans, had some education and having studied at the Survey School at 

Cuttack, got employment as Surveyor under the Durbar. He was, however, 

being looked upon with suspicion and when there was boundary dispute 

between Keonjhar and Singhbhum, he was sent to the borders so that he 

would be out of touch from his kinsmen. While Dharanidhar was busy in 

surveying the borders between Keonjhar and Singhbhum, the Durbar 

Government forced the Bhuiyans to work for excavating a canal from the 

River Machhakandana to Keonjhargarh through hills and forests. One 

Bichitrananda Das who was the Assistant Manager of the State, greatly 

oppressed the Bhuiyan labourers and forced them to work even without 

food and rest for hours together without payment. Some labourers who 

protested against the oppression were arrested by the Government and 

Dharanidhar came to know that his brother and some of his friends were 

among the persons arrested. The spirited youngman resigned his job and 

instigated the Bhuiyans to rise enmass against the tyrannical rule of the 

Raja. The Bhuiyans looted the granaries and procured guns and cannons to 

wage war. When the Raja proceeded towards Ghatagan to suppress the 

rebellion, the Bhuiyans entered Keonjhargarh and attacked the palace. On 

the 12th May, 1891, the palace was  besieged but the Bhuiyans were 

repulsed after heavy gunfire. The Raja hastened  to Anandapur and sent his 

Assistant Dewan Fakirmohan Senapati with a small detachment to 

Keonjhargarh. Fakirmohan was, however, ambushed and brought to 

Raisuan where Dharanidhar had his camp. This Bhuiyan leader was then 

being respected by the Sardars as King of Keonjhar. Fakirmohan by dint of 

his courage and skill won the heart of Dharanidhar who put confidence in 

him and made him his Manager. 

The plain and simple Bhuiyan chief, however, was easily deluded by 

the crafty Fakirmohan who taking advantage of the shortage of stock of 

betel leaves persuaded the chief to allow him to requisition for him some 

betel leaves and areca nuts from his own farm agent Bholanath. 

Permission was readily given and Fakirmohan wrote a diplomatic letter 

which was carefully worded to admit of secret meaning for mobilisation of 

troops to capture the Bhuiyan stronghold. The Bhuiyan who carefully 

examined the contents of the letter could not find anything suspicious in it 

and the messenger who was a man of Fakirmohan managed to deliver it 

safe to the Raja who was then at Anandapur. The English translation of the 

letter is given below. 

6th May, 1891  
Place—Raisuan 
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Bholanath, the farm-agent 

Know ye that this is very much needed for the queen's son—send 

immediately at least a hundred pieces of betels and two hundred areca 

nuts. Irrigate the sugarcane field without delay by making furrows from the 

north, otherwise you know that the sugarcane field would perish. This 

much. 

Fakirmohan Senapati 

The Raja and his officers could interprete the secret meanings of the 

letter. They could know that betels and nuts stood respectively for sepoys 

and bullets and that the sugarcane field was no other than the headquarters 

of Keonjhargarh to which relief should immediately be sent from the northern 

side. Things were done accordingly and while sepoys marched from 

Chaibasa side to Keonjhargarh, the troops sent by the Superintendent of the 

Tributary Mahals cleared the rebels off the road from Anandapur to 

Kendujhar. 

Dharanidhar, acting upon the advice of Fakirmohan, met the officer in 

charge of the military force who arrested him and sent him to Cuttack jail. 

Mr.Toynbee who was then the Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals tried 

the case of the Bhuiyan rebels and unlike his predecessor, showed due 

justice and kindness towards them. Dharanidhar was sentenced to 5 years 

imprisonment and Toynbee accused the Raja of Kendujhar of having 

irresponsible and oppressive system of Government. H. Wylly, the manager 

of Mayurbhanj, took charge of the administration of Keonjhar for sometime. 

The Raja represented the case before the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal 

who came to Bhadrak and met the Raja as well as some Bhuiyan Sardars. 

Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das pleaded on behalf of the Raja who was 

subsequently reinstated on the gadi. But according to the terms of 

settlement an agent to the Government was to look after peace and order in 

that State. Nandakishore Das was made the first Agent and after him, H. 

Wylly was appointed in that post for sometime. 

Dhanurjay Bhanja was eager to make the land revenue settlement of 

his State. He started the settlement work in 1889 but owing to the Bhuiyan 

rebellion in 1891, the work was suspended for sometime. The settlement 

was completed in 1898 by Ajay Chandra Das who worked in the capacity of 

the Government Agent and Settlement Officer. Dhanurjay Bhanja excavated 

many wells and tanks in his kingdom. He constructed a stone embankment 

on the Kushabhadra to protect the ancient temple of Kusaleshwar Siva. It 

was during his rule that the palace  was reconstructed and the ramparts as 

well as moat round it were made. The ruler was also eager to introduce in 

the State the western system of education and established two Middle 

English schools at Keonjhar and Anandapur. He opened allopathic 

dispensaries and maintained a printing press at Keonjhar. He also made 
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donations to various educational institutions outside his State, particularly to 

the Pyarimohan Academy, Ravenshaw College and the Girls' school at 

Cuttack. The golden kalasa on the temple of Raghunath Jew at Balangir was 

contributed by him in commemoration of his marriage with a Chauhan 

princess of the Patna royal family. Raja Dhanurjay Bhanja died on the 26th 

October 1905, and was succeeded by his son Gopinath Narayan Bhanja. 

The new ruler had a religious bent of mind and he was spending most of his 

time in prayer and worship rather than in administration. He made 

considerable improvement in the daily offerings of God Baladev Jew in 

Keonjhar town. He was also eager to improve the roads of the town and 

constructed some buildings to beautify it. He abdicated his gadi after ruling 

about a year with a view to devoting full-time to the worship of God. He died 

at Cuttack in 1926. 

The administration of Keonjhar from 1907 to 1928 was placed under the 

Government who managed the State by appointing one State 

Superintendent. D. A. Macmillan who was working as Dewan under Gopinath 

Narayan Bhanja. He was a liberal administrator and during his time the State 

improved in many respects. It was during his administration that the 

settlement work was conducted in 1911 and completed in 1915. In course of 

the settlement, the old system of measurement by Padika was substituted by 

that of chain survey. The settlement recorded the income of the State at 

Rs.5,10,892 as against the previous revenue of Rs.2,24,110. Macmillan 

constructed new buildings for jail and dispensary  and improved the road 

from Anandapur to Champua and ordered to make this road all weather. The 

River Baitarani was bridged near Champua at a cost of Rs.3,10,274 equally 

borne by the Government of Bihar and Odisha, and Keonjhar State. A 

telephone line was opened from Ramachandrapur to Champua and it was 

during his rule that motor car was introduced for the first time in Keonjhar. 

After Macmillan, Rai Sahib Baikunth Nath Das was appointed as the State 

Superintendent. He had no higher education and had no knowledge of 

English. He was a self-made man and starting his career from a low paid 

teacher became the highest officer in the State. Although not properly 

qualified he was considered to be an intelligent and capable officer. 

J. H. Price became the State Superintendent on 8th January, 1919 and 

continued till 1928. It was during his time that the Kacheri building and the 

Town Hall  were constructed and a bridge was made across the River Aradei. 

Price made some improvement in the education and forestry of the State and 

established a Middle Vernacular Basic Training School and a Forest Training 

School. In July 1927, Keonjhar was affected by high flood of the Baitarani 

and the loss of the State was reported to be heavy. Price gave relief to the 

people in a very liberal manner. 
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W. J. Kolly succeeded Price as State Superintendent. Balabhadra 

Narayan Bhanja, the son of Raja Gopinath Narayan Bhanja, attained 

majority and was installed as King on 12th January, 1929.  During his rule 

Keonjhar made good progress in education as well as in health and 

sanitation. Several roads and branch roads and many bridges were 

constructed during his time. The Cuttack- Ranchi road was greatly improved 

and a bridge was constructed across River Kumbhai. Balabhadra Narayan 

Bhanja like his father was very religious minded. He constructed a temple of 

god Raghunath at Bira Gobindapur and of god Baladev at Rajanagar. He 

was the last ruler of Keonjhar and the State merged with Odisha on the 1st 

January,1948. 

Uprising and Freedom Movement in the District 

Gandhiji came to Odisha   in March, 1921 and attended a   mass 

meeting  with Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das  near  Kathajodi of Cuttack. In 

the meeting it was decided to extend the movement to the  Gadjats (Princely 

states) also. In this back drop,  non-cooperation movement took place in 

Keonjhar Gadjat.  In this  movement the agitators of Keonjhar  were arrested 

by the Britishers.  Jagabandhu Chakravarty, a politically conscious  follower  

of the movement  was in the head line of the movement  and others who 

were associated  with this movement were  Chema  Tripathy,  Balaram Das, 

Baikuntha Rana, Dasarathi Sahu,  Nisakara Mishra, Ramachandra  

Panigrahi,  Nanda Puhana,  Madhusudan Mishra  Bhikari  Puhana,  

Bansidhara Behera, Dasarathi  Panda, Hare Krushna Das, Chaklar Kangoi, 

Daitary Sahu etc. To make the non-cooperation movement in Keonjhar more 

effective, a closed door meeting was organized  in  the house of Banamali  

Pattnaik of Bhattsahi. It was unanimously  resolved in the meeting not to 

cooperate with the Britishers in  various spheres of  administration like office, 

court, school, communication and  to quit  all official positions and 

programmes.   They  did not even  cooperate with the tour of Political Agent 

of the British Government  to Keonjhar. As a mark of non-cooperation, during 

his tour, all shops  and markets were closed. Everywhere  there was slogan 

“Bharatmata Ki Jai “  Mahatma Gandhi Ki jai. “The State  Superintendent and 

Police personnel   used force on the innocent people  and  forcibly threw the  

goods of the shopkeepers and damaged them. The British rulers  

announced  that no body could read “ Samaj:” the  Odia newspaper  which 

was   continuously publishing the non-cooperation movement activities and 

oppression of British  rulers. All attempts were made to defuse the 

movement.  The role of ‘ Samaj “ was prominent  and inspired the  Keonjhar 

people to go ahead with the movement against  British.  All India  Congress 

Committee also commended the  movement  of Keonjhar people. In course 

of time,  Praja  Mandal movement, cropped up in Keonjhar in 1938.  During 

Quit India movement  in 1942, thousands of people joined the movement 

spontaneously.  The other noted freedom fighters were Niranjan Chakra, 
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Bhikari Charana Panda, Paramananda  Pattnayak, Sankarsana  Pattnayak,  

Bholanath Jena,  Upendranath  Pattnayak,  Bhikari Chakra, Kanhu Charana 

Das,  Debar Munda,  Bhagaban Chakra,  Nityananda  Jena, Umakanta 

Chakra,  Kangali  Panda,  Kirtan   Behari Mohanty,  Ratnakara Nayak,  

Ainthu Charana Jena, Sanatan Chakra, Karunakara Rout,  Laxmidhar Ojha,  

Kshyamakara  Patra, Bharat Chandra Das, Anand Dandpat etc.  

Post-Independence Scenario 

Keonjhar perhaps did not have a separate identity at least before 12th 

century AD. The most authentic account of its creation is based on an oral 

tradition of the local Bhuyan tribe which says that the region originally formed 

a part of a country known as Khijjinga Mandala. The tribes of this region 

faced great hardship in having access to the headquarters of the King 

because they had to travel through a perilous hill-forest so as to obtain 

justice from the ruler. Hence, they invited a boy from the ruling family to take 

charge of the region as an independent ruler. (Hunter W., Odisha, Vol. II, 

Appendix, p.86, 1872). Since then the Bhuyans have been playing a very 

active role during the coronation ceremony of each of the Keonjhar rulers. In 

1803, the British conquered Odisha and the feudatory chiefs had to enter 

into treaties with them. The King of Keonjhar signed such a treaty in 1804. 

Subsequently, the state remained under the direct administration of a British 

agent particularly during the period when the administration remained under 

Court of Wards i.e. at the time when the successor was a minor.  

Raja Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja, who was crowned as the King in 

1929, was the last ruler of the state. He, like many of his contemporaries, 

merged Keonjhar with the parent province of Odisha on 1st January, 1948 

following the independence of India on August 1947. After merger, the 

feudatory state of Keonjhar became a district of Odisha. 

The status of Keonjhar as a district, was formally inaugurated by the 

Deputy Prime Minister-cum- Revenue Minister of Odisha Sj Nabakrushna 

Choudhury.  Musaheb Khan, I.A.S. was appointed as the first Administrator 

of Keonjhar district.  The administrative charges were handed over to him by 

Shri  Binod Chandra  Tripathy, Development Minister of the erstwhile 

Keonjhar  State on behalf of  the  King of Keonjhar.  During the period, Shri 

Janardan Bhanj was the Sub-divisional Officer and Gouranga Chandra 

Pattnaik, was the Chief Medical officer. The only political group namely 

“Kendujhar Praja mandal “ was rechristened as Kendujhar Zilla Congress 

Committee after merger of the State.  Another political party namely 

“Ganatantra Parishad” was also in existence which subsequently merged 

with “Swatantra Dal” formed by Chakravarty  Rajgopalachari.  After 

beginning of the administrative set up on 1.1.1948, Shri Jadav Chandra 

Chakravorty was appointed as Superintendent of Police and a number of 

Constables, Havildars and other Police officers with their vehicles like jeeps, 
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trucks and buses arrived at Keonjhar.  The residence of  Chief Minister of 

Gadjat state was provided for use by the   administrator and that of 

Development Minister. Till now, the residence of Development Minister of 

Keonjhar ex-state is being used as residence of S.P., Keonjhar.  After 

merger, the employees of Keonjhar ex-state have been allowed to continue 

in their respective places of work as paid probationers. The officers working 

as Ex-State employees are also allowed to continue, to work as such, with 

certain conditions. District Development Board was also formed to cater to 

different facilities for the public, wherein many persons, nominated from 

different Sub Divisions were members.   Mr. Musab Khan, IAS became the 

first Administrator of the district on 1.1.1948 after merger of Keonjhar State.  

Post Independent Political Scenario 

In the first General Elections after independence in 1952, Ganatantra 

Parishad, INC, Socialist Party and Independent candidates have contested 

and the independent candidates have won all the three seats in the district. 

From then onwards, INC has been an active player in Keonjhar district. 

Indian National Congress remained active till late 90s and in the late 90s, 

Janata Dal was split and a new regional outfit called Biju Janata Dal was 

born in 2000. 

Anandapur Sub-Division has always played a crucial role in Keonjhar 

politics. Political leadership of the district has always remained in the hands 

of people’s representatives from Anandapur Sub-Division. Sri Niranjan 

Patnaik and Sri Jaydev Jena both representing INC have remained at the 

helm of affairs of the Congress Party of the State. Sri Gobinda Chandra 

Munda, Sri Niranjan Patnaik, Sri Jaydev Jena, Sri Badri Narayan Patra, Sri 

Chhotray Majhi and Sri Saharai Oram are a few personalities of the district 

who were members of the Council of Ministers and have been instrumental 

in shaping the modern day Keonjhar.  

Tribal development and standard of living of the people 

Keonjhar being a tribal dominated district, many welfare schemes have 

been introduced for the improvement of the tribes. Two ITDAs i.e. one at 

Champua and another at Keonjhar and a micro development project i.e. 

Juang Development Agency have been set up for development of tribal 

populace. Keonjhar ITDA started functioning with effect from 01.07.1979 

comprising 07 Blocks of Keonjhar Sadar, Sub-Division Viz; Keonjhar, Patna, 

Ghatagaon, Saharpada, Bansapal, Telkoi & Harichandanpur with one 

Municipality i.e. Keonjhargarh Municipality with geographical area of  

4,089.36 Sq.Kms. Integrated Tribal Development Agency, Champua started 

with effect from the 1st July, 1979 covering all the C.D. Blocks of Champua 

Sub-Division. 
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Regarding the standard of living of the people of Upper Keonjhar, it is 

worked out that most of the hilly areas of Keonjhar have been occupied by 

the Bhuyan-Juangs. As per survey and settlement of 164 villages of Bhuyan 

Juang Pirh in 1970, most of the land-area stood recorded in the name of 

Government and the users are booked as encroachers. Mostly, the 

encroachment of hilly areas has been detected in Keonjhar Sadar, 

Harichandanpur, Daitari, Pandapada, Telkoi and Kanjipani as revealed from 

the Dhenkanal–Keonjhar Major Settlement records. The subsequent 

settlement process after post independence was published during the year 

1978-79 and onwards. Government of Odisha has decided to conduct Hi-

Tech Survey in 2075 notified villages in the Tahasils of Keonjhar district as 

per Odisha Special Survey and Settlement Act, 2012.  

 It’s unique topography divides Keonjhar into two major divisions, viz. 

Upper Keonjhar and Lower Keonjhar. Upper Keonjhar represents the 

highlands while Lower Keonjhar is a region of valleys and low lands. Forests 

are concentrated mostly by the former. non-aborigins belonging to both 

higher and lower castes of Hinduism, who are dominant in the Lower 

Keonjhar region whereas aborigines have a majority in the Upper Keonjhar 

region. At lower Keonjhar i.e Anandapur Sub-Division, many developmental 

activities have been  undertaken in different sectors. 

Mining and Industrial Scenario 

Mining plays a pivotal role for economic sustenance of the people of 

this district.  More and more people are drawn to mining and ancillary 

activities like transportation of minerals from mines to different destinations 

by road. But institution of enquiry into illegal mining activities vide  

Notification dated 22nd November, 2010 issued by the Central Government, 

by the Saha Commission on the ground of contravention of the provisions of 

the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 

1957), the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) or other rules or licences or guidelines 

issued there under; has cast shadow on mining activities. Accordingly, all the 

mining activities comprising 118 mines have been affected. At present, 25 

mines are in operation  and 93 mines are non-functional due to various 

reasons.  

Maoist Issues 

Dense forest, inaccessible terrains and porous borders with Jharkhand 

State has helped in growing naxal activity in the district. Huge volume of 

monetary transactions arising out of mining and ancillary activities have also 

helped breeding of naxals. Maoist activities have been witnessed in areas of 

Rugudi, Bolani, Barbil and Champua. Daitary, Nayakote, Ghasipura, Telkoi 

and Kanjipani Police Stations of Keonjhar district. Banspal Out Post, Daitary 
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PS and Sagadapatta Railway Stations had been attacked by the extremists 

and few police personnel were killed. Construction works by the contractors 

had been stopped by the naxals. Due to continuous vigil by the security 

forces, the outfit has not been able to create any problem in the last three 

years. Of late, their activities are not seen in the district. At present, there are 

04 Coys of 64 Bn. CRPF, 03 Platoons of OSAP, 2nd SS Bn and 01 platoon 

of OSSF presently deployed for Anti- Naxal operations. 

Development of Railway Communication 

In the fifties and sixties, Railway lines were laid mainly for being used 

for lifting of iron ore and other minerals from this district. Availability of 

Railway Services has played an important role in the economy of the district. 

Iron ore and other minerals are being carried by the Railways to the different 

plant sites in and around Odisha. But only by the end of 2009, first 

passenger train ran from Puri to Keonjhar and it was further extended to 

Barbil and Chakradharpur. 
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CHAPTER-III 

PEOPLE AND SOCIAL LIFE 

The total population of Keonjhar district as per by the Census of 2011 is 

18,01,733 of which 9,06,487 are males and 8,95,246 females. The Sub-

Division-wise population are given below :- 

Sub-Division/CD Block/Municipality Total Population 

Keonjhar Sub-Division 871927 

Kendujhar Block 161931 

Banspal Block 102527 

Telkoi Block 96590 

Harichandanpur Block 142150 

Ghatagaon Block 118307 

Patna Block 101518 

Saharapada Block 88314 

Kendujhar Municipality 60590 

Anandapur Sub-Division 462437 

Ghasipura Block 148554 

Anandapur Block 109669 

Hatadihi Block 164629 

Anandapur Municipality 39585 

Champua Sub-Division 467369 

Joda Block 125728 

Champua Block 115321 

Jhumpura Block 113149 

Joda  Municipality 46631 

Barbil Municipality 66540 

The table below shows the decennial growth of population of Keonjhar 

district from 1901 to 2011 :- 

Census year Males Females Total 
Decade 

variation 

Percentage 

of decade 

variation 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1901 1,44,072 1,41,686 2,85,758 ----- ----- 

1911 1,82,020 1,82,682 3,64,702 + 78,944 +27.63 

1921 1,86,785 1,92,711 3,79,496 + 14,794 +4.06 

1931 2,27,143 2,33,466 4,60,609 + 81,113 +21.37 

1941 2,63,475 2,66,311 5,29,786 + 69,177 + 15.02 

1951 2,94,902 2,93,539 5,88,441 + 58,655 + 11.07 

1961 3,75,090 3,68,225 7,43,315 + 1,54,874 + 26.32 

1971 4,83,334 4,72,180 9,55,514 + 2,12,199 + 28.55 

1981 5,62,157 5,52,465 11,14,622 + 1,59,108 + 16.65 

1991 6,77,480 6,59,546 13,37,026 + 2,22,404 + 19.95 

2001 7,90,036 7,71,954 15,61,990 + 2,24,964 + 16.83 

2011 9,06,487 8,95,246 18,01,733 +2,39,743 +15.35 

The decennial growth rate of population 2001-2011 works out to 15.35 

% against the state  average of 14.05%.  
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The population of Keonjhar district in 1901 was 2, 85,758 which grew by 

78,944 in 1911. The growth between the years 1911 and 1921 was very 

small, i.e., 14,794 and this slow growth could be attributed to widespread 

influenza and other epidemics. 

The decade 1921-31 was a period of quick recovery. The crop condition 

was satisfactory and the public health improved. The heavy flood in the River 

Baitarani in 1927 which affected certain areas was a temporary feature which 

did not affect the population growth during the decade, which rose to 460,609 

showing an increase of 21.37 percent. 

 The decade 1931-41 was a period of ups and downs but the population 

growth was not very much affected. The bumper crop of 1936 and 1937 was 

accompanied by Smallpox and Cholera. Scarcity of food grains was felt 

which might be due to smuggling across the border to Bihar. There was also 

partial drought in the years 1938 and 1939, thus, the agricultural prosperity 

noticed earlier was not visible. In spite of these reverses, the population in 

1941 census showed an increase of 15.02 percent during the decade. 

 In the years 1941 to 1951, the harvests were moderate. Smallpox and 

cholera broke out in the year 1947 in 89 Villages causing many deaths. The 

census of 1951 showed a moderate increase of 11.07 percent. 

The decade 1951-61 was more favourable than the previous decade 

because agriculture and industry made considerable progress. The whole 

district was covered by Community Development Blocks and through these 

agencies multisided development activities took place. A number of minor 

irrigation projects were executed and improved technique in agriculture was 

adopted. The Mining industry of Barbil was developed and a Mining School 

for the training of technical personnel was established. Besides, a College for 

higher education was started at Keonjhar and a large number of educational 

institutions sprang up in the district for the spread of literacy.  Road 

communication was developed extensively for the transport of iron and 

manganese ores. All these developments contributed to the material 

prosperity of the people in the district and the population in 1961 grew up to 

743,315, showing an increase of 26.32 percent. 

The decade 1961-71 has recorded the highest growth of population, i.e., 

28.55 percent and has crossed the state average of 25.05 percent. The 

reasons for the growth of population are generally the excess of births over 

deaths, and the general improvement in public health and personal hygiene.  

Another important factor for the increase of population is the migration of a 

large number of persons from other districts of the state as well as from 

outside the state The industrial and commercial developments at Champua, 

Joda, Barbil, Keonjhar, Anandapur, Ghatgaon, Jhumpura and Telkoi  also 

attracted many workers to these places.  
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The decennial growth rate (1971-81) works out to 16.65 percent against 

the State average of 19.72 percent. Similarly, the decennial growth rate from 

1981-91, 1991-2001, 2001-11 are 19.95 percent, 16.83 percent & 15.35 

percent respectively.  

In 1961, the density of population of Keonjhar district was 90 persons 

per square km. as against state figure of 113 persons.  In1971, it was 116 

against the state average of 141 persons per sq. km. In 1981, it was 136 

against the state average of 169. In 1991, it was 161 against the state 

average of 203 per sq. km. In 2001, it   was 188 against the state average of 

236 persons per sq. km. Similarly in 2011, density of population increased to 

217 against state average of 270 per sq.km. Thus, there is increasing trend 

of population density. 

Further analysis revealed that Anandapur tahasil is the most densely 

inhabited area where as Kanjipani is the most sparsely inhabited area in the 

district. Among the Police Stations, Barbil tops the list with 199 persons per 

sq.km and Kanjipani ranks last with 41. Of the four urban centres in the 

district, Keonjhar,the District Headquarters, leads with an average of 1,245 

persons per sq.km.   

According to the census of 1971 there were 2,009 inhabited and 73 

uninhabited Villages in Keonjhar district. The rural population was 8, 

88,167(4, 46,720 males and 4, 41,447 females) giving an average of 442 

persons per inhabited Villages as against 428 in the State of Odisha. The 

proportion of rural population to the total population in the district was 92.95. 

This was higher than similar proportion in the state which was 91.59 percent.  

 According to the 2001 census, there were 2069 inhabited and 53 

uninhabited Villages in Kendujhar district. The rural population for 2011 is 

1548674 (774667 Males and 774007 females) giving an average of 748 per 

inhabited Villages. The percentage of rural population to the total population 

in the district is 85.95. This is higher than the state average of 83.31%. Block 

wise rural population of 1991, 2001 & 2011 census is given below :- 

Blockwise Rural Population 

Name of the 

Block 

Number 

of 

Village 

Census-1991 Census-2001 Census-2011 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Anandpur 125 42602 41748 84350 48705 47869 96574 55016 54653 109669 

Banspal 163 35196 35451 70647 42616 43229 85845 50396 52131 102527 

Champua 148 39776 40329 80105 45930 46246 92176 52189 52738 104927 

Ghasipura 179 62899 61156 124055 67479 66193 133672 74858 73696 148554 

Ghatgaon 142 44164 43662 87826 51398 50719 102117 59051 59256 118307 

Harichandanpur 218 50358 49205 99563 59631 58492 118123 69253 68832 138085 

Hatadihi 212 62076 60358 122434 72387 70441 142828 83135 81494 164629 

Jhumpura 152 41742 41703 83445 46333 46127 92460 53229 53856 107085 

Joda 118 37794 36876 74670 46191 44355 90546 54407 52131 106538 
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Kendujhar 224 58732 57992 116724 68895 67672 136567 81195 80736 161931 

Patna 153 40239 40982 81221 46175 46338 92513 50545 50973 101518 

Saharapada 139 34950 35952 70902 39139 39909 79048 43337 44977 88314 

Telkoi 149 37601 36609 74210 43572 42926 86498 48056 48534 96590 

TOTAL 2122 588129 582023 1170152 678451 670516 1348967 774667 774007 1548674 

 It is also found from 2011 Census that Panchupali in Ghasipura police-

station and Bangura in Soso Police-Station are the two big sized Villages in 

the district with a population of 5415 and  5,292 respectively. 

          Barbil, Joda, Keonjhar, Anandpur, Daitary, Bolani, Jajanga, Jhumpura 

& Champua are the urban areas of the district. The proportion of urban 

population to the  total population of the District is 14.04.  Keonjhar  was  the 

only town in the district from 1941 to 1951. Barbil acquired urban status in 

1961. Thus the census of 1961 recorded two towns in 1961. In 1971 

Anandapur and Joda acquired urban status while Balagoda (Bolani) and 

Daitary were included in town list. In 2011, Champua acquired urban status 

in the town list.  

The following table gives an idea about this population of urban area of 

the district with reference to male and female population :- 

Name of the 

Municipality/Census 
Town (C.T) 

Census-1991 Census-2001 Census-2011 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Barbil (Municipality) 22705 19327 42032 27639 24988 52627 34938 31602 66540 
Joda Municipality 16280 14789 31069 20079 18610 38689 23951 22680 46631 
Keonjhar (Municipality) 22742 19203 41945 27486 24359 51845 31481 29109 60590 
Anand  Aaand pur 
municipality pur Mu 

15883 14395 30278 17939 17109 35048 20462 19123 39585 

Daitary (C.T.) 2364 2070 4434 2273 1966 4239 2162 1903 4065 
Champua (C.T.) 3062 2684 5746 4417 3892 8309 5543 4851 10394 
Bolani(Balagoda) (C.T.) 6315 5055 11370 6310 5523 11833 6152 5556 11708 
Jajanga (C.T.) 0 0 0 0 0 0 3978 3504 7482 
Jhumpura(C.T) 0 0 0 2763 2502 5265 3153 2911 6064 
Bangura(C.T.) 0 0 0 2679 2489 5168 0 0 0 

TOTAL 89351 77523 166874 111585 101438 213023 131820 121239 253059 

The following table gives an idea about the growth of urban population 

in the district since 1941:- 

Urban Population 
T o w n s    1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 
Kendujhar 9004 9343 12624 19340 28059 41945 51845 60590 
Barbil --- --- 19340 24342 33030 42032 52627 66540 
Anandapur --- --- --- 6312 24605 30278 35048 39585 
Joda --- --- --- 17353 26303 31069 38689 46631 
Balagoda(Bolani) --- ---  --- --- 9515 11370 11833 11708 
Daitary --- --- --- --- 4844 4434 4239 4065 
Champua --- --- --- --- --- 5746 8309 10394 
Jajanga (C.T.) --- --- --- --- --- --- 0 7482 
Jhumpura(C.T) --- --- --- --- --- --- 5265 6064 
Bangura (C.T) --- --- --- --- --- --- 5168 --- 
Total 9004 9343 31964 67347 126356 166874 213023 253059 
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Comparison of population between1991, 2001 & 2011 Census are given 

as under:- 

Population 1991 2001 2011 
Rural 1170152 1348967 1548674 
Urban 166874 213023 253059 
Male 677480 790036 906487 
Female 659546 771954 895246 
Scheduled Caste 153639 181488 209357 
Scheduled Tribe 595184 695141 818878 
Other Caste 588203 685361 773498 
Total Population 1337026 1561990 1801733 

Comparison of work force from 1991 to 2011 as per census data are 

given below :-  

  1991 2001 2011 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Total 

Workers 

358397 160629 519026 4,04,691 2,16,535 6,21,226 498077 268437 766514 

Main 

workers 

351769 88184 439953 3,24,702 70,458 3,95,160 362695 79802 442497 

Marginal 

workers 

6628 72445 79073 79,989 1,46,077 2,26,066 135382 188635 324017 

Population analysis of the district as per Census data of 1991, 2001 & 2011 

The population break-up in the Municipalities and Blocks of the district are as 

follows:- 

Block/ 
Municipality 

Total 
Population 

(2011) 
Census) 

ST 
Population 

% 
SC 

Population 
% 

Literacy 
Percentage 

Population 
( As per 

2001 
census) 

Growth 
% 2001 

Population 
( As per 

1991 
census) 

Growth 
% 1991 

Male Female Total 

Anandapur 109669 53302 49 14060 13 63.51 46.36 54.96 96574 14.49 84350 19.77 
Banspal 102527 81548 80 4477 4 43.67 25.59 34.48 85845 21.52 70647 17.53 
Champua 115321 52966 46 10255 9 69.43 50.77 60.05 100485 25.44 80105 8.32 
Ghasipura 148554 30209 20 27918 19 75.52 61.66 68.64 133672 7.75 124055 19.73 
Ghatgaon 118307 74909 63 6828 6 66.45 48.14 57.28 102117 16.27 87826 21.22 
Harichandanpur 142150 79726 56 10215 7 61.22 43.12 52.20 122362 22.90 99563 26.16 
Hatadihi 164629 30018 18 41987 26 76.85 64.46 70.72 147996 20.88 122434 22.27 
Jhumpura 113149 57186 51 7985 7 61.87 44.01 52.89 97725 17.11 83445 17.53 
Joda 125728 75053 60 11824 9 56.47 34.45 45.70 102379 37.11 74670 18.66 
Kendujhar 161931 81350 50 16082 10 67.70 49.66 58.71 136567 17.00 116724 13.42 
Patna  101518 53405 53 7706 8 67.11 50.24 58.64 92513 13.90 81221 18.82 
Saharpada 88314 51332 58 7137 8 65.66 47.76 56.54 79048 11.49 70902 11.63 
Telkoi 96590 50406 52 10903 11 64.65 47.16 55.86 86498 16.56 74210 22.80 
Anandapur (M) 39585 4056 10 7367 19 80.41 69.63 75.20 35048 15.75 30278 23.06 
Barbil (M) 66540 16291 24 8500 13 68.54 52.72 61.03 52627 25.21 42032 3.73 
Joda (M) 46631 12904 28 8082 17 68.41 53.01 60.92 38689 24.53 31069 9.68 
Kendujhar (M) 60590 14217 23 8031 13 82.36 73.21 77.96 51845 26.60 41945 27.48 

As a result of the partition of the Country, a large number of persons 

were displaced from  Pakistan not only geographically but also socially and 

economically. They were settled in different parts of the Country. Keonjhar 

district received as many as 484 (276 males and 208 females) persons 

during the period from 1946 to 1951. Of these, 5 were from West Pakistan 

(Present Pakistan) and 479 from East Pakistan (present Bangladesh). They 

were settled in Keonjhar Sadar, Telkoi, Ghatagaon, Champua, Anandapur 

and Soso police-station areas of the district. For their rehabilitation 

Government have provided grants and loan. 
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The Child Population of the district as per 2011 Census are as under:- 

In census enumeration data regarding child under 0-6 age were also 

collected. There were total 2,59,403 children under age of 0-6 against 

2,43,655 of 2001 census of the total male and female  population which were 

1,31,885 and 1,27,518 respectively. Child sex ratio as per census 2011 was 

967 compared to 962 of census, 2001. In 2011, children under 0-6 formed 

14.40 percent of Keonjhar district compared to 15.60 percent of 2001. There 

was net change of -1.2 percent in this compared to previous census of India. 

The decadal Sex Ratio of the district from 2001 to 2011 Census data are 

given below :- 

Census year  No. of females per 1,000 males 

 Keonjhar Odisha 

1901 983 1037 

1911 1004 1056 

1921 1032 1086 

1931 1028 1067 

1941 1011 1053 

1951 995 1022 

1961 982 1001 

1971 977 988 

1981 983 982 

1991 974 971 

2001 977 972 

2011 988 979 

 From 1901, the sex ratio began to grow till 1921 after which the sex 

ratio showed a downward trend which continued from decade to decade till 

1971. The sex ratio for the district was below the State average in all 

decades. In 1981, the sex ratio increased to 983 which is slightly above the 

state sex ratio of 982. In 2011, the sex ratio increased to 988 which is more 

than the state sex ratio of 979.  

Comparative figure on population and other basic data between the 
census of 2001 and 2011 

Description 2011 2001 

Actual Population 1802000 1561990 

Male 907000 89500036 

Female 895246 771954 

Population Growth 15.35% 16.83% 

Area Sq. Km 8303 8303 

Density/km2 217 188 

Proportion to Odisha Population 4.29% 4.24% 

Sex Ratio (Per 1000) 988 977 

Child Sex Ratio (0-6 Age) 967 962 

Average Literacy 68.24 59.24 

Male Literacy 78.12 71.99 

Female Literacy 58.28 46.22 

Total Child Population (0-6 Age) 259403 243655 

Male Population (0-6 Age) 131885 124210 



66 

Female Population (0-6 Age) 127518 119445 

Literates 1052518 780918 

Male Literates 605119 479337 

Female Literates 447399 301581 

Child Proportion (0-6 Age) with total 

population 
14.40% 15.60% 

Boys Proportion (0-6 Age) with total 

male population 
14.55% 15.72% 

Girls Proportion (0-6 Age) with total 

female population 
14.24% 15.47% 

Population of Keonjhar District by Caste as Per 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 

& 2011 Census are as under :- 

Caste 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 

Scheduled Caste 99023 124379 153639 181488 209357 

Scheduled Tribe 428091 499567 595184 695141 818878 

Others 428400 490676 588203 685361 773498 

Total 955514 1114622 1337026 1561990 1801733 

            In 1971, ten languages were recorded as major mother-tongues in the 

district. Of these, Odia is the predominant language and was spoken by 

764,860 persons or 80.05 percent of the total population. Ho, a tribal 

language, is next in importance with 75,928 speakers. The following 

statement gives the distribution of population according to language  as per 

the 1971 Census :-  

Name of the 

mother-tongue 

No. of speakers Percentage to total 

population 

1 2 3 

Odia 764860 80.05 

Ho 75928 7.95 

Santali 28740 3.01 

Bengali 24892 2.60 

Kol 16433 1.72 

Hindi 9407 0.98 

Juang 8937 0.94 

Urdu 5676 0.59 

Munda 4673 0.49 

Mundari 2930 0.31 

Others 1338 1.36 

Total 955514 100.00 

Out of 743,315 persons in the district, 56,281 persons are speaking a 

language subsidiary to their mother-tongue. The following statement gives 

the total bilingual  population in the district including principal and subsidiary 

language spoken. 
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Total No. 

of 

speakers 

Total No. of 

persons 

returned as 

speaking a 

language 

subsidiary 

to the 

mother-

tongue 

 

 

Principal and subsidiary languages 

 

 

Odia 

 

 

Hindi 

 

 

English 

 

 

Bengali 

 

 

Others 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Bengali 8550 4038 3005 316 702 .. 15 

Hindi 11812 2508 1660 .. 637 210 1 

Ho 61325 9721 9459 244 18 .. .. 

Khond/Kondh 3922 1692 1665 25 2 .. .. 

Kisan 2212 547 547 .. .. .. .. 

Kol 43004 2010 1980 28 2 .. .. 

Kui 26482 1896 1496 392 8 .. .. 

Munda 

unspecified 

9080 776 769 7 .. .. .. 

Mundari 4097 2907 2898 9 .. .. .. 

Odia 514666 22525 .. 4706 5739 12059 21 

Santali 25274 6078 4883 1194 1 .. .. 

Telugu 529 212 132 39 41 .. .. 

Urdu 3627 1371 806 362 182 17 4 

Total 714580 56281 29300 7322 7332 12286 41 

It is observed from the table that Odia is the most important subsidiary 

language of all the non-Odia speakers in the district. Hindi, English and 

Bengali are the other important subsidiary languages. 

The Odia script is in vogue all over the district.  Even the tribals who 

speak Ho, Kondha, Kol, Kui, Mundari and Santali languages prefer Odia 

script while writing their dialects. The people speaking other Indian 

languages use their respective scripts.  

Source: Old Gazetteer/DPMU, Keonjhar 

                    Religion 

The following table gives the distribution of population by religion 

according to the census of 2011:- 

Name of the Religion Number of followers Percentage to total population 

Hindu 1752694 97.28 

Muslim 27752 1.54 

Christian 9141 0.51 

Sikhs 2177 0.12 

Buddhist 209 0.01 

Jains 131 Negligible 

Other religions and persuasions 7372 0.40 

Religion not stated 2257 0.13 
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 According to the 2011 Census, 97.28 percent of the people in the 

district professed Hinduism. The preponderance of the followers of Hinduism 

in the district is so high that it occupies sixth  place in the state of Odisha.  

 Among the Hindus most of the people are semi-Hinduised tribals. They 

have adopted Hindu customs and they worship Hindu Gods. They claim to be 

orthodox Hindus, but side by side worship their own tribal Gods and Sylvan 

Deities. In every Village there is invariably a Village priest who is known as 

dehuri, jani, etc. They appease the evil spirits and the sylvan deities of the 

tribals with sacrifices of buffaloes, goats and fowls. The Villagers do not 

conduct any auspicious work without worshiping the Village deities which are 

generally represented by a log of wood or a stone smeared with vermilion 

and are usually located in a dense forest.  The priests get remuneration from 

the Villagers for their services. These Village deities are also worshipped as 

Durga, Tarini, Sidhamata, Gadachandi, Bisri Thakurani, etc. The worship of 

the grama devati is conducted with great pomp and show on the Mahastami 

day of the Durga puja. At some places goats and buffaloes are sacrificed. 

 The Hindus of the district are polytheists. They worship gods and 

goddesses in temples dedicated to Lord Jagannath, Siva, Rama, Radha-

Krishna, Shakti, the mother goddess in her various manifestations, and other 

deities. The people congregate near these temples on different festive 

occasions like Ratha Jatra, Durga Puja, Sivaratri, Dola Jatra, Rahas Jatra, 

Chandan Jatra, etc. They show great respect to their priests who are 

Brahmins, and Jyotish who are their family chroniclers. The Hindus worship 

Sun-god and many abstain from eating fish or meet on Sunday as it is the 

sacred day for Sun-god. The earth is described as the holy mother of all 

living things and the giver of all good and is regarded as a benevolent female 

deity.  Besides, the Sun and Earth,  planets like Sani, and Rahu are also 

worshipped on certain occasions. Thursday is considered an auspicious day 

for goddess Lakshmi and is observed with religious devotion mostly by the 

women folk. 

  The people believe in spirits, magic and good and bad omens. They 

believe in the existence of malevolent and benevolent spirits. The malevolent 

spirits are supposed to be the causes of death and disease and, as such, are 

appeased by offering of fowls and goats. If a person is supposed to be 

possessed by some evil spirit, Raulia, the exorcist is called to expel it from 

the body. The Raulia is believed to be an expert in the job and is invited by 

the people. 

 The Hindus of the district consider Pipal (Ficus religiosa), Banyan (Ficus 

bengalensis), Bel (Aegle marmelos), mango (Mangifera indica), Anla 

(Phyllanthus emblica), Duba (Cynodom dactylon), Asoka (Janesia asoka 

saraca indica), Brakuli (Zezyphus), Bakul (Mimusops elengi) and Tulsi (holy 

basil) as sacred. They worship these trees and plants on festive occasions. 
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In almost every Hindu household there is a chaura or a sacred place where 

Tulsi is planted and worshiped. 

Siva is the most popular among the Gods in the Hindu pantheon. 

Adherents of Saivism worship the deity under the name of Rudra, Sadashiva, 

Shankara, Shambhu, Mahadeva, Neelakantha, etc. In Keonjhar district 

famous Siva temples are found at Deogan (Kushaleswar), Gonasika, 

Barhatipira, Deojhar and Murga mahadev.   Usually Siva is represented by 

the phallic symbol, the Linga and the Yoni enshrined in the temple. Sivaratri 

is the principal festival of Lord Siva. Siva chaturdasi is also observed by the 

people. The orthodox devotees of Lord Siva use three horizontal lines of 

sandal wood paste on their forehead as religious mark and wear rudraksha 

(elaeocarpus ganitrus) mala round their neck. 

Shakti is conceived as the divine Mother and the consort of Lord Siva. 

Among the common people Sakti is often the presiding deity of fertility. In the 

district, Sakti is worshiped in several forms such as Tarini at Ghatagaon, 

Parbati at Gonasika, Gadachandi at Soso, and Sidha kali at Keonjhargarh. 

These are important places of Sakti worship in the district. Sakti is also 

worshipped in the Villages in the form of folk Goddesses.  

 The Mahima Dharma which started at Joranda in Dhenkanal district is a  

cult which believes in one God, i.e., the Param Bramha, the Supreme Being.   

The followers are residing in Keonjhar district also   

The census of 1971 has recorded 6,928 Muslims in the district. As per 

2011 census the number of Muslims increased to 27,752 which is 1.54 % of 

the total population of the district. The Muslims of Keonjhar district belong to 

Sunni Sect.   

In 1971 the Christian population in the district was 2,595 which was 0.27 

percent of the total population of the district. As per 2011 census the number 

of population increased to 9141 which is 0.51 % of the total population.  

The Sikhs residing in the district are mostly immigrants from outside the 

state. They numbered 947 in 1971 and are mostly found in Champua Sub-

Division. In 1954-55 they established a Gurudwar at Barbil. The Sikh 

population has  increased to 2177 as per 2011 census which is 0.12 % of the 

total population of the district.  

The Buddhists with an aggregate population of 48 (the census of 1971) 

constitute a microscopic minority in the district. The Buddhist population 

increased to 209 as per 2011 census. 

In 1961 there were 161 Jains in the district. The number declined and in 

1971 only one person was found professing this faith. The Jain population is 

131 as per 2011 census.   
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Castes and Tribes 

Caste plays an important role in the socio-economic life of the people 

of the district. For a detailed description of each caste, caste wise population 

figures are essential. But since 1951, no enumeration in regard to different 

castes is being made in the census.  However, a general discussion of 

various castes is given below :- 

Bania 

The Banias are makers of gold and silver ornaments. They are divided 

into two sub-castes, namely, Putuli Bania and Sunari Bania. Generally the 

Putuli Banias sell spices and herbs whereas the Sunari Banias deal in gold 

and silver. 

Bhandari 

The Bhandaris are also called Barika or Napita. The traditional 

occupation of the Bhandaris is shaving and hair-cutting. Their service is 

indispensable on the occasion of marriage, birth and death. They worship 

their implements during Dushera. 

Brahmin 

The Brahmins were brought to Keonjhar at different periods of time  by 

the rulers of the ex-State and were settled on rent-free lands. Their 

settlements are called sasanas. They followed their traditional vocation of 

learning, teaching and priestly duties and generally let out their arable lands 

to other tenants. There is another class of Brahmins called the Masthanis 

who are mostly found in Anandapur Sub-Division. They are prosperous 

agriculturists and are very enterprising and industrious. 

Gauda 

The Gaudas are also known as Goalas in the district. They are 

generally well-to-do. Besides extensive lands, they also possess large herds 

of cattle. They have three important sub-castes, viz., the Deshua, the 

Mathurabasi and the Magadha. Of the three sub-castes the Deshuas live 

mostly in Anandapur Sub-Division. The other sub-castes are found in large 

numbers in Keonjhar and Champua Sub-Divisions. They are also seen in the 

Bhuiyan Pirah where they live in low-lands and cultivate in wet-lands unlike 

their neighbours, the hill Bhuiyans. The Bhuiyans hold the Gaudas in esteem. 

The Gaudas worship Lord Krishna and pay special reverence to the cow. 

Dolapurnima (full-moon day in the month of Phalguna) is their main festival. 

Gudia 

The name of the caste “Gudia” is derived from the word ‘Guda’ 

(Molasses) as their the traditional occupation is to prepare sweets primarily 

out of ‘Guda’ for sale in the market. They prepare special Gyda sweets on 
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ceremonial occasions. At present, many of the Gudias have given up their 

traditional profession and have taken to service, agriculture, etc. In Keonjhar 

district four types of Gudias are seen, viz., Bhadarakhi, Haladia, Jhumuka 

and Maira. They pay special reverence to Lord Ganesh and worship the deity 

on the day of Ganesh Chaturthi. 

Hansis 

The Hansis customarily weave beads, make jhumpas and prepare 

thread of different colours. Due to the similarity in their nature of work the 

Hansis, the Tantis and the Tulabhinas are the same, but they are treated as 

separate castes.  

Jhara 

The Jhara caste people collect gold particles by panning method from 

the River Baitarani and Shamakoi. They also catch fish. Their settlements are 

found in Telkoi and Keonjhar tahasils. 

Jyotisha 

The Jyotishas are also known as Naik, Graha-bipra and Ganak. They 

are astrologers by profession. Their service is essential in social functions 

like marriage, birth and death. They observe Dolapurnima and from that day 

read out from the almanac daily in the temples and also in the houses of the 

well-to-do persons. 

Kamara 

The Kamaras are found in almost all the tahasils of the district. Their 

traditional occupation is to prepare agricultural and household implements by 

smelting raw iron. Due to wide sale of factory-made implements their 

traditional occupation is greatly affected. They worship their furnace on the 

day of Dipavali Amabasya. 

Kansari 

The Kansaris derive their name from Kansa (bell-metal).  They are 

mostly found at Keonjhargarh and at Mugupur in Anandapur Police Station. 

The traditional occupation of this caste is to make utensils of brass, bell-

metal and aluminium. They earn their livelihood by manufacturing these 

articles. They worship their professional implements during Dasahara 

festival.      

Karan       

The Karans are known as the writer caste. They form a small minority in 

the district. They had a major share in the state appointments during the 

Durbar administration. Some of them depend on agriculture for their 

livelihood. 
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Keuta 

The Keutas or Kaibartas are found in large number in the district, settled 

mostly on the banks of the River Baitarani. Fishing, net making and plying of 

boats are their main profession. The females of the caste prepare fried rice 

and pressed rice which they sell generally in weekly markets. The Keutas 

celebrate Chaitra Parva as their caste festival on the full-moon day in the 

month of Chaitra (March-April). On this occasion they worship goddess 

Baseli.  

Khadura 

The Khaduras like the Kansaris prepare brass, bell-metal and 

aluminium articles. They also make bangles. 

Khandayat 

The Khandayats  are found in large number in the Anandpur Sub-

Division as well as in other parts of the district. The name is derived from the 

Odia word Khanda, meaning sword. Some are of the opinion that Odisha was 

formerly divided into Khandas or groups of Villages corresponding to the 

pargana of the Muslim period. Each khanda was governed by a headman 

called Khandapati, which was subsequently corrupted to Khandayat. As 

members of the feudal militia the Khandayats  served as soldiers under the 

Rajas in times of war and in return they were given lands strictly under 

military tenure.  Now they depend upon agriculture as a means of livelihood. 

Dasahara is their main festival when they worship the sword as the insignia 

of their past glory. 

Khitibamsa 

The people belonging to Khitibamsa or Matibamsa community are found 

mainly in Anandapur Sub-Division of the district. The community is divided 

into three sections mostly on the basis of the occupations they follow. The 

Khitibamsa or Matibamsa abadhans used to teach children in chatasalis or 

Village schools. A section of the community takes Mangala, the goddess of 

small-pox, from door to door and thereby earn a living. Another section took 

to weaving.  They worship Adishakti. Their caste symbol is khadi, a piece of 

soapstone.  

Kshyatriya 

The number of Kshyatriyas is small in the district. They are found mainly 

in Keonjhar Sub-Division. They belong to the warrior caste and observe 

upanayan. The ex-rulers   claim to be Suryavamsi Kshytriyas like the ex-

rulers of Mayurbhanj. They use Bhanja as their family title. There are some 

Kshytriyas who have the appellation of Babu. 
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Kumbhara 

The Kumbharas belong to the potter caste. They make various types of 

earthen pots and sell the products in the weekly markets. Generally two 

types of Kumbharas are seen in the district making black pots and red pots 

respectively.    

Kurmis 

The Kurmis are an immigrant people from the districts of Manbhum, 

Purulia, Singhbhum and Birbhum. The first Kurmi settlement in Keonjhar, as 

ascertained from the records of the ex-state, started in 1848, but since then 

their number has increased enormously. They are good agriculturists and 

very industrious. They spend money lavishly to irrigate and improve their 

lands. A kurmi Village can always be recognised by its  prosperous 

environment. Marriage in their society is strictly confined to their caste.  They 

worship cattle during Kali Puja and observe Tushu Parab with much pomp 

and show. 

Patara 

The Patara caste people are dealers in silk cloth and cotton yarn. They 

sale pata, kasta, pataphuli, dhardia, and kardhuni. They also make necklace 

by stringing beads in pata or cotton. They worship Lord Baladev or 

Balabhadra on the Gamha Purnima day.  On this occasion they  worship their 

professional articles like ankura, pata, etc. 

Routia 

The Routia have migrated to this district from Sundargarh. They are 

settled mainly in Telkoi tahasil. Their main occupation is agriculture.  Some of 

them also prepare and sell flattened rice.         

Sikalkar 

Number of persons belonging Sikalkar community is negligible in the 

district. They are skilled in the black art and eke out a living by selling herbal 

medicines. 

Sitara 

The people belonging to Sitara caste make ornaments like rings, jhutias; 

elephants and dipa by casting brass. They are nomadic by nature and sell 

their products here and there. 

Sundhi 

The sundhis deal in wine. Their occupation was hampered due to the 

influx of wine dealers from Bihar. Many have given up their customary 

occupation and have taken to business and agriculture. 
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Teli 

The Telis are a business community and are known as Kuberas. They 

are divided into three sub-castes, namely, Haladia, Khairi and Baldia or 

Thoria. The first two press oil by indigenous method and trade in it. The 

Baladia or Thoria Telis deal in turmeric which is carried from place to place 

with the aid of bullocks. Kali Puja is the main festival of the Telis. 

Scheduled Castes 

The Census of 1981 enumerated 124,379 scheduled caste population 

(62,598 males and 61,781 females) in the district. This constituted about 

11.15 percent of the total population of the district. Of the 47 Scheduled 

castes reported in 1971, the most numerous were Pan (62,611), Dhoba 

(15,223), Pantanti (6,195), Dom (4,238), Patratanti (3,023), Ghasi (2,868), 

Haddi (2,457), Tamadia (1,137), Ghokha (1,117), and Chamar (940).  The 

above 10 Scheduled castes comprised 92.60 percent of the total population 

of the Scheduled castes in the district.                   

In 1981, the literate and educated persons among the scheduled castes 

numbered 35,739 i.e., 28.73 percent of their total population in the district. 

The analysis revealed that 44.01 percent of the males and 13.24 percent of 

the females were literate. This indicates that education has spread very little 

among the females.  According to 2011 Census, total literates among the 

Scheduled caste population have  increased to 1,34,318 which is 64.16% of 

the total SC population of the district. The number of male and female 

literates are 76,159 and 58,159 respectively. 

Among the scheduled castes 23.80 percent are main workers, 14.50 

percent recorded under marginal workers and the rest non-workers. Majority 

of the workers were engaged in agricultural occupations, mining and 

quarrying, household industries and other works. 

To raise the socio-economic conditions of the scheduled castes, 

Government have introduced schemes like SGSY/ OLM, MGNREGS, IAY, 

Biju Pucca Ghar, CC Road apart from, Finance Commission awards. 

A short narration about various Schedule Caste communities are given 

below:- 

Chamars   

The 2011 Census enumerated 1788 (929 males and 859 females) 

Chamars or Mochis in Keonjhar district. They are found chiefly in rural areas. 

They are skilled in tanning, curing of hides and skins. In urban areas they 

prepare and mend shoes and slippers. Some of them depend on agriculture 

for earning a livelihood. They also prepare alcoholic drinks from date palm 

and salap juice. 
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Dhobas  

 According to the census of 2011, 28,449 Dhobas were found in the 

district. Their traditional occupation is washing of clothes and wood cutting. 

On ceremonial occasions their services are indispensable. In order to 

maintain their livelihood some of them have opened laundries in towns. They 

worship Netei Thakurani on the Gamha Purnima day. 

Damas  

The strength of Doms or Dombos in the district was 8,593 (4,265 males 

and 4,328 females) in 2011. They weave bamboo baskets like Tokei, Bausia, 

Pachia, etc. they also act as drummers on ceremonial occasions.  

Ghasis  

The 2011 Census enumerated 6,830 (3,275 males and 3,555 females) 

Ghasis or Ghasias in Keonjhar district. They work as sweepers and grass-

cutters to horses. A large section of them now depends upon agriculture to 

earn  livelihood. They observe Indu Purnima (fullmoon day of the month of 

Bhadrab) and Karama parab. On the occasion of social functions they play 

musical instruments.  

Gokha  

Total population of Gokha is 2,325 (1,199 males and 1,126 females) 

Their main occupation is fishing. They fish with shalua made of bamboo 

sticks and do not use fish with nets. They supplement their income by 

cultivating land.  

Hadi  

The census of 2011 returned 4,697 (2,312 males and 2,385 females) 

Hadis or Haris in the district. They act as  scavengers. But many of them are 

found engaged in making baskets, rope, etc. They also work as labourers. 

They  observe Karama Parba in a splendid manner. They have their own 

priests who perform marriage and other ceremonies.  

Pana 

 The Panas or Panos are the predominant Scheduled caste in the 

district. Their population according to 2011 Census was 1,25,392. They are 

found almost in every Village and have close relationship with the tribes. 

Their traditional occupation is said to be weaving but they now mostly work 

as agricultural labourers, masons, basket makers, rickshaw pullers and 

drummers. Among Panas bride price system is in vogue. No inter-caste 

marriage is allowed in their society. A man of one clan in no case can marry 

a girl of his own clan, he is allowed to marry outside his clan. A Pana priest  

called Baishnab generally performs their marriage and other social functions. 
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The Panas  believe in sorcery. They have Caste councils. The headman 

of the council is known as Bisoi. He generally deals with disputes of social 

nature. In earlier days none of the Panas had embraced Christianity. But 

recently a few have been converted to Christianity in order to raise their 

social status. 

Pantantis  

According to 2011, Census the population of the Pantantis in the district 

was 4,321 (2,138 males and 2,183 females). The traditional occupation of 

this caste is weaving of cloth. But now-a-days they mostly live on cultivation. 

Some of them also work as casual labourers. In spite of educational facilities 

provided to them they have not advanced much in education. They follow 

Hindu rites and customs.                      

Patial  

In 2011 Census, the Patial, Patikar, Patua or Patratanti numbered 3,185 

(1,578 males and 1,607 females) in the district. Their settlements are 

invariably found in the vicinity of higher class people. They usually earn their 

livelihood by weaving cloth. Some of them also work as labourers. Due to 

spread of education, some of them are now working in private and public 

establishments in different capacities.  

Tamadia  

In 2011 Census, 295 (146 males and 149 females) persons were 

enumerated as Tamadia. They mostly live in rural areas and depend on 

agriculture, mining and quarrying for earning a livelihood. 

Scheduled Tribes 

The Scheduled tribe population of the district which was 4,48,675 in 

1971 increased to 4,99,567 in 1981, thus registering a growth of 11.34 

percent in a decade (1971-81). According to the census of 2011, the total 

population has  increased to 8,18,878. There were 56 Scheduled tribes in the 

district of which the principal tribes were Bathudi, Bhuyan, Bhumij, Gond, Ho, 

Juang, Kharwar, Kisan, Kolha, Kora, Munda, Oraon, Santal, Saora, Shabar 

and Sounti. These sixteen tribes constitute 97.72 percent of the total tribal 

population of the district.  

The concentration of Scheduled tribes is the highest in Keonjhar 

(4,86,893) and the lowest in the Anandapur Sub-Division (1,17,585).   

The majority of the Scheduled tribes are found engaged in agricultural 

occupations, mining and quarrying, and other services. Spread of education, 

communication facilities and  implementation of various development projects 

have helped the Scheduled tribes  to improve the quality of living. 
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The general discussion about some of the major tribes of the district are 

made below:- 

Balhudis  

The concentration of the Bathudis is more in the north-western parts of 

the state of Odisha, particularly in the areas bordering the district of 

Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. Out of 2,17,395 Bathudis in the state, 78,964 

(38,911 males and 40,053 females) are found in Keonjhar district. Their 

settlements lie mostly on the plains in the rural areas and many of them are 

so much Hinduised and accultured that to call them a hill tribe is perhaps a 

misnomer.  

  They live in houses made of mud walls and thatched roofs. They love to 

decorate their walls with multi-coloured floral designs. The Bathudis have 

household equipment’s like stringed charpoys; aluminium, bell metal and 

earthen utensils; bow and arrow, fishing implements, mats, etc. Their dress is 

scanty. A coarse cotton dhoti fulfils the requirement of a male person. The 

women wear sari and generally prefer orange coloured ones. They like to tie 

their hair with coloured ribbons. Besides ribbon, they also use flowers 

plucked fresh from the trees and even plastic and paper flowers to decorate 

their hair. 

They use silver ornaments. Use of gold ornament among them is very 

rare. Tattooing is popular among the Bathudi women,it is called Khada. 

According to rule before marriage a Bathudi girl used to tattoo one or two 

floral designs on her forehead or arm.   

In their society marriage within the same killi is prohibited. Marriage with 

cousins either from the paternal or maternal side is also taboo.  Marriage 

takes place either in the house of the groom or the bride. Both the systems 

are prevalent in the district. A Brahmin priest generally officiates in the 

ceremony.  The system of Gharjuain is prevalent among them. Each Bathudi 

has a Baishnab Guru called Karna Guru. He initiates them with specific 

mantras both before the start of education and marriage. No marriage can 

take place unless the Baishnab Guru administers Karna Mantra. 

They observe birth pollution for ten days, but the mother is not allowed 

to enter the kitchen and touch the cooking pots till the twenty-first-day. Some 

people name the child on the ninth day and others on the twenty-first-day. 

After the birth of a child, the mother is prohibited from taking fish, sweets and 

ripe jackfruits for about two years. She is, however, allowed to take meat and 

leafy vegetables. 

Both burial and cremation are practised by them. They observe death 

pollution for ten days. Most of the Bathudis speak Odia; only a few have 

taken to Ho as their mother tongue. 
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Cultivation is their main occupation. The male members mostly work as 

agricultural labourers and also do earth-work. During lean months some 

trade in rice. Women weave mats out of date palm leaves during their leisure. 

Many also prepare flattened and fried rice and sell them in the market. In 

their spare time they  prepare leaf cups and plates both for domestic use and 

sale.  

The Bathudis worship all Hindu Gods and Goddesses. They worship 

Village deities like Basuki, Budhipata, Sarapata, Kichingeswari, Badaon, 

Hatiani, Baunaberi, Kendu Basuki and Sundara Gouri. All these deities are 

worshipped in the shape of blocks of stone. It is the Village dehuri who 

worships the deities. The Bathudis observe all Hindu festivals but give much 

importance to Raja Sankranti, Makar Sankranti and Gamha punein.    

Bhuiya 

The name Bhuiya or Bhuyan is derived from the Sanskrit word Bhumi 

meaning land. They consider themselves to be the children and owner of 

land and hence are known as Bhuyans. The Bhuyans are found in almost all 

the districts of Odisha but there is a heavy concentration of them in the 

districts of Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sundargarh, Sambalpur and Dhenkanal. In 

2011, their strength in Keonjhar district was 1,04,049 (51,190 males and 

52,859 females). In the district they are mostly found in Banspal and Telkoi 

blocks. They claim themselves to be the autochthons of the area which is 

also known as Bhuyan Pirh after their name.  They speak Odia as their 

mother-tongue. 

According to their socio-cultural ethos, the Bhuyans can be broadly 

divided into two categories, viz., the Pauri Bhuyans (also called Paburia or 

Pathuria Bhuyans) and the plain Bhuyans. The Pauri Bhuyans generally live 

in the hilly and inaccessible areas of the Bhuyan Pirh of the district and the 

adjoining Koira area of the Sundargarh district. The plain Bhuyans mostly live 

along with the caste Hindus in the Villages in the plain areas. As their society 

is well-known for the absence of clan organisation, this division of Villages 

generally regulates their marriages. Matrimonial relationship can be 

established between individuals belonging to the Bandhu Villages only. In no 

case, it is permissible between Kutumba Villages. Marriage between persons 

of the same Village is  forbidden. 

Another important feature of their social custom is the existence of 

Village dormitory, locally known as Mandaghar. It is generally a spacious 

house centrally located in the Village. The open space in front of the 

Mandaghar is known as Darbar which serves as the meeting place for the 

traditional Village Panchayats and the dancing ground for the Villagers. The 

un-married boys of the Village are the members of the dormitory. This is also 

utilised as a rest house for guests from other Villages. 
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Among the Bhuyans the period of pollution of mother and child is seven 

days after the birth. The child’s head is then shaved and a name given. The 

name of the grandfather is given to the eldest son, the name of the great 

grandfather to the second son, and then the names of the collateral branches 

according to seniority are given to other children. 

The Bhuyans adopt both cremation and burial for disposing of the dead. 

Usually persons dying of cholera, smallpox, snake-bite, etc., or the dead 

body of a pregnant women are buried. Mourning is observed for ten days. On 

the tenth day they throw away all earthen cooking vessels and replace them 

with new ones. All males of the household and their relatives are shaved by 

the Village barber followed by bath.  After  bath the relatives give about one 

kilogram of paddy to the head of the family in a new earthen pot to be 

preserved for the next season for sowing. A community feast is given on the 

11th day of the death when offerings are made to the deceased.   

The Bhuyans are mainly cultivators and agricultural labourers. They 

practise shifting cultivation called Toila chasa or Podu chasa on hill tops or 

slopes. Those living on plains are settled cultivators. They grow paddy, 

gingelly, mustard, niger, maize, jalli, ragi, and other crops in an extensive 

scale. Among women, weaving of mats from the date-palm and preparation 

of broom sticks are common.  Collection and sale of forest products is one of 

the major occupations of the community. 

They observe a number of religious festivals all the year round to 

ensure safety and prosperity for themselves and the crops. They celebrate 

Akhimuthi for ceremonial sowing of seeds in the agricultural field, Asarhi Puja 

for bumper crop and good rain, Gamha Punein for the welfare of the 

domestic cattle, Nuakhai for first-eating of new rice, and Magha Jatra which 

marks the termination of the agricultural year. The ceremonial hunting known 

as Akhin Pardhiu is observed in the month of March-April. These ceremonies 

are connected with their economic activities. Other festivals, such as Makar 

Jatra, Amba Nuakhai (first-eating of mango fruit), Karama Jatra and Pusha 

Punein are celebrated by communal dancing and singing. The chief deities of 

the Bhuyans are the Sun God and the Earth Goddess. They believe in the 

existence of Village and forest deities and a number of spirits who bring 

disease and trouble to the society. The Dehuri (the Village priest) worships 

the deities.            

The Bhuyans take oath on a tiger’s skin holding a little earth from the 

ant hill in hand. The oath is regarded as final. Trial by ordeal is a favourite 

form of decision among them. With the spread of education, this practice has 

disappeared in most of the Villages.  
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Gond  

The 2011 Census enumerated 80,693 (39,700 males and 40,993 

females) Gonds in Keonjhar district. They are found chiefly in the rural areas 

of Keonjhar and Champua sub-divisions. They speak Gondi, a dialect 

belonging to the Dravidian family. At present the Gonds of the district know 

and speak Odia. 

The Gonds are immigrants from the Central provinces and wear 

Brahminical thread.  Their caste chiefs are called Mahapatras and Singhs. 

The Gonds possess good physique. They are also good at negotiating steep 

climbs and narrow hill tracks and carry heavy load. 

They are divided into a number of clans. Marriage within the same clan 

is strictly prohibited. Cross-cousin marriage, marriage by service and 

marriage arranged by the parents are generally practised in their society. 

Bride price system is prevalent among them.  They observe the birth and 

death rites. On these occasions they get the services of the Brahmin, the 

Bhandari and the Dhoba.  

They are mostly settled cultivators. They collect forest products for their 

own use. Wage earning serves as a subsidiary occupation for them. 

Occasionally they trade in food grains and other edible articles and thereby 

supplement their meagre earning. 

The Gonds worship a number of deities of which Budhadeo, Jangadeo 

and Lingadeo are important. They also believe in some malevolent deities 

who according to them, bring considerable harm in the form of disease, death 

and loss of crops. In order to please these deities they make offerings during 

festivals. Besides the tribal deities, they also worship the Hindu gods and 

goddesses. 

Hos  

The Hos are found in all the districts of Odisha excepting  Ganjam and  

Boudh-Khondmals districts. They are numerically preponderant in the district 

of Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. Their total population in the district is 5074 

(2,524 males and 2,550 females). In the district they are found mostly in the 

Anandapur Police Station. 

They live side by side with other Scheduled castes and tribes. Their 

houses are built very neatly. The walls are made of mud and the roofs are 

usually thatched with straw. Some have tiled roofs. They paint the walls in 

red and yellow in numerous artistic designs which speak of their aesthetic 

sense. Each house has its compound fenced with walls. Separate sheds for 

cows and domesticated animals are built near the bed room. The Hos like 

non-vegetarian diet and drink handia which is an intoxicant and a beverage. 
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Their dress is scanty. Ornaments worn by women are also few in 

number and design. But the Ho women pay  particular attention to their hair-

do. The hair is gathered up in a knot to the right of the back of the head and 

is adorned with the scarlet flowers and Palasa and simuli or the pale yellow 

flowers of the Sal. 

After child birth, no restrictions are imposed on the movements of the 

mother. She comes out and attends to all household work from the second 

day but she attends to cooking only after the name giving ceremony is over. 

This ceremony takes place 10 or 12 days after birth. 

The Hos rigidly follow bride price. In their society, marriage is settled by 

a dutam karji or marriage broker and is solemnised in the residence of the 

bridegroom. On the day of the marriage, the bride and the groom are led to 

the altar. There the bridegroom pledges the bride by pouring some liquor 

(handia) from cup of Sal leaf onto her. The bride also does the same to the 

bridegroom. The groom then applies vermilion to the forehead of the bride. 

This completes marriage. Widow marriage and divorce are allowed among 

the Hos. Sororate and levirate are also allowed in their society. But cross-

cousin marriage or marriage with sister's daughter is  not allowed.  

The Hos generally bury their dead. The purification ceremony called 

kamani takes place on the 21st day. On this day the blood relations shave 

themselves and women cut their nails. All the houses are cleaned. All take 

their bath in the bathing ghat. 

The majority of the Hos speak their language ‘Ho’ which is their mother-

tongue. Some of them have adopted Odia as their mother-tongue. A few 

speak Mundari language. The Hos of Keonhar are agriculturists. Many take 

to agricultural labour due to insufficient or no land of their own. A good 

number work in mines and quarries. The educated among them take to 

service mostly in Government offices and educational institutions. 

Their supreme deity is Sing Bonga. They also worship all Hindu Gods 

and Goddesses. They observe Akshaya Trutiya, Salui Puja, Maker Sankranti, 

Sahrai or Bah Bonga, Gamha Punein, Raja Sankranti and Karatna festival.  

Dancing in moonlit night with drums and flutes is a popular recreation 

for them. 

Kolha  

Numerically the most important Scheduled tribe in district is the Kolha. 

They numbered 2,51,944 (1,25,618 males and 1,26,326 females) according 

to the 2011 Census. They have a separate language of their own but most of 

them use Odia, Hindi and English as subsidiary language. Most of them live 

in the Bhuyan hills and in the adjoining areas like Nayagarh, Chamakpur, etc. 
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They eat all kinds of flesh and are fond of Handia (fermented liquor) like 

the other tribes. The Kolhas take pleasure in shooting animals and birds with 

the help of bow and arrow, but are generally timid. 

Majority of the Kolhas follow Hindu customs and rites. But they hold the 

sajana tree (Hyperanthra monuga), paddy, mustard oil and the dog in special 

veneration. The breaking of straw is considered as the final adjustment of a 

compact. For them oath taking is a very solemn affair. 

The 2011 Census enumerated 48,871 (24,320 males and 24,551  

females) Mundas in Keonjhar district. They are chiefly found in Barbil, Telkoi, 

Keonjhar and Champua tehsils. They generally live in a separate sector in a 

Village inhabited by other castes and tribes. 

Mundas  

The Mundas wear a loin cloth with coloured borders called botoi. On 

special occasions they use a kind of silk belt called kardhani. They cover the 

upper part of their body by a wrapper called barkhi which is about six yards 

long. A short variety, about three yards long, called pichowri is also used by 

them. The women wear a long piece of cloth like a sari round the waist called 

paria which they pass across the shoulder to cover their breasts. 

The women are fond of jewellery which are generally made of brass, 

silver or gold. They use bracelets (sakom), armlets (tar), necklets (hasli), 

anklets (andu), ear-rings (tarkis), rings for fingers, toes and so on and so 

forth. The well-to-do women wear nose rings (nothas) and ornaments for 

forehead (patwas). The economically backward Munda women wear a typical 

ear-ornament called tarsakorn consisting of a roll of palm-leaf or some other 

leaf dyed red and mounted with tinsel and lac. Hair pins called khongso are 

used by the women to hold the hair in place. Hair combs (nakis) are also 

used. Necklaces (hisirs) made of coral, reeds and glass beads are  worn. 

The women are fond of decorating their hair with flowers. They tattoo their 

face, chin, arm, head and feet. The tattooing is called saga in their language. 

A pregnant Munda woman is not allowed to touch seed, for it is believed 

that should she do so the seed will not sprout, She must remain in the house 

at night, for if she ventures out, a witch will destroy the embryo. They do not 

allow pregnant women to do hard physical work after the sixth or the seventh 

month of pregnancy. When a child is born the entire family of the Munda 

household observes the ritual of pollution which lasts from five to eight days. 

After this period the child is named. 

The Mundas erect usually big memorial stones in the burial ground. 

After a memorial stone is erected, a sheep or goat is slaughtered near it and 

a feast held in which kinsmen partake of the meat of the sheep as well as 

liquor. 
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Their society is divided into a number of exogamous clans known as killi 

which take their name from some animals, plants or material objects. From 

this it appears that they are totemistic in nature. Marriage within the same killi 

is strictly forbidden. Each killi is sub-divided into several sub-clans. Nuclear 

family is commonly seen among them. All the members of the family 

participate in the common economic and social activities. Their traditional 

headman is known as Munda who along with the Village elders look into the 

social and religious matters of the tribe. 

Besides the Hindu Gods and Goddesses, they worship their own tribal 

deities. Sing Bonga is their supreme deity who is supposed to be responsible 

for their creation. They worship Naga Bonga, the River deity, who is treated 

as the wife of Sing Bonga. They are primarily agriculturists but some of them 

earn their livelihood as daily labourers. Collection of forest products is one of 

their subsidiary occupations. They sometimes migrate to distant places to 

work as labourers in mines, quarries, etc. 

Santal  

The Santals are found mostly in the districts of Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj 

and Baleshwar. According to the Census of 2011, their population in the 

district was 71,992 (35,611 males and 36,381 females). Of the total 

population only 3986 persons lived in the urban areas. In the Harichandanpur 

Block area as well as in other parts of the district, they generally live in 

Villages along with other castes and tribes. There are also a few Villages with 

homogeneous population of Santal tribe. In Villages with heterogeneous 

population they generally live in separate areas. 

The Santals have got their own dialect known as Santali which is said to 

be one of the oldest tongues of India. This belongs to the Munda group within 

the Austro-Asiatic sub-family of the Austric family of languages. At present 

most of them speak and understand Odia language. 

The Santal society is well known for its division into twelve patrilineal 

exogamous clans, the names of which are occasionally used as surnames by 

the respective members of the group. According to their traditional story, the 

members of the seven clans, viz., Hansda, Marmu, Kishku, Hembram, 

Marandi, Soren and Tudu descended from Pichu Haram and Pichu Budhi, 

the progenitors of the Santal tribe. The remaining five clans, viz., Baske, 

Besra, Panda, Coral and Bedea were the later additions, Each clan is 

subdivided into sub-clans mainly for  religious purpose. The importance of 

the clan as a regulative factor is reflected in their social activities like 

marriage, dance and festivals. Marriage within the same clan is  prohibited 

and considered  incestuous. The family, whether it is nuclear or joint, 

functions as an economically independent unit with father as the head. It is 

also the function of the family to arrange and to observe various socio-
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religious rites connected with birth, marriage and death of its members. 

Within the Village, there is an organisation of Village elders under the 

leadership of a Pradhan or Majhi to look into tribal matters relating to the 

partition of property, breach of social taboos and family disputes. Beyond the 

Village, a group of neighbouring Villages constitute a tribal council consisting 

of Village elders and Pradhans, under the leadership of Desh Pradhan. 

They live in spacious houses with front and back verandah. The houses 

are clean and the walls are generally decorated with various artistic paintings 

in different colours. 

Use of alcoholic drink is very common among them, Rice beer is their 

traditional drink which is extensively used. On the occasion of festivals and 

socio-religious ceremonies, they prepare this drink at home and purchase 

mahua liquor from the local vendors. 

The Santals worship a number of Gods and Goddesses on the occasion 

of various religious and socio-religious festivals throughout the year. Their 

supreme deity is called Thakur Jiu or Sing-Bonga, meaning Sun-God, There 

are several Village deities among whom Masan Burn is the chief and is 

worshipped in the Jahertban (holy grove) of the Village. Besides the above 

mentioned deities, there are numerous deities and spirits commonly known 

as pats presiding over the local hills and forests, Goddess Earth is known as 

Basuki or Basumata and is worshipped for the welfare of agriculture,. 

They observe Karama festival and Makar Sankranti elaborately. 

Celebration of socio-religious ceremonies like birth, marriage and death is 

marked by dancing, singing and drinking. 

The Santals work as cultivators and agricultural labourers. After the 

agricultural season is over, they generally migrate for a temporary period to 

work on daily wages. 

Sounti  

According to the Census report, 1931, of the Mayurbhanj State, the 

Sounti caste took its origin some three centuries ago when its first founder, 

Joygobinda Das of Puri said to be Khandayat by caste, was allowed to settle 

in Mananta, one of the Villages in Keonjhar, near Musa. khuri. The same 

Census reported that Joygobinda Das came to Keonjhar from Puri in 1603 

AD. After coming out of his caste, he is said to have formed a new caste, the 

nucleus of which according to O. Malley as quoted in the same report 

consisted of persons ostracised from their respectable castes who were 

allowed by the chief of Keonjhar to settle in Mananta. Their numbers grew 

rapidly as they received other out-castes with open arms. The only condition 

for admission was that the new-comers must have belonged to some castes 

from whom Brahmins would take water. The caste name Saunti meaning 
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"gathered in" thus pointing to the manner in which the members of the newly 

formed caste were gathered in. The Scheduled castes and the Scheduled 

tribes lists (Modification) Order, 1956 refers to them as Sounti. Census of 

Mayurbhanj, 1931 mentioned them as Saunti. In 2011 Census, 72,752 

(36157 males and 36,595 females) were found in Keonjhar district. They are 

concentrated mainly in the police-stations of Baria, Keonjhar Sadar and 

Patana. In these areas, the members of the tribe put up with other castes and 

tribes. Men use Dhoti. Women wear sari. Under-garments are seldom worn. 

Tattooing is not popular among them.  

The women wear kappa and bentula on their ears; Guna on their nose; 

Nali Kanthi, Chapasari, Rupa Suki-hara on their neck; Khadu and Kankan on 

their hands; and Pahuda on their ankle. Now-a-days, they use only bangles. 

Those who are well-to-do, wear silver bangles and use rings on their fingers. 

Women, however, have a great fancy for a decorative hair-do. Red ribbons 

and silver hair pins decorate their plaited knobs. 

The Sountis have one gotra called Nagasa and one surname, i. e., Naik. 

They are, however, subdivided into a number of killis. Marriage within the killi 

is prohibited. Adult marriage is the usual practice although traces of child 

marriage are there. Monogamy is the rule though polygamy is occasionally 

resorted to when the first wife proves barren. 

Their mother-tongue is Odia.  A few persons speak Kui and Ho. Most of 

the Sountis depend upon agriculture for their livelihood. Those own little or no 

land mostly work as daily labourers. Catching of fish appears to be their 

subsidiary occupation. 

The Sountis have Village organisations. They appoint a Desa Padhan 

for a few Villages who adjudicates all social disputes. Matters beyond his 

powers were being referred to the Birajal. About Birajal,Cobden-Ramsay* 

says "the Sountis look to their chief, the Birajal Mahapatra, for social and 

caste grievances. This Birajal has the unique privilege of riding in a palki on 

State occasions and has quit-rent jagir (service) lands assigned to him. The 

title is hereditary".  

Sun-god (Dharma devata) and Goddess Earth (Basuki mata) are 

revered most. Gramadevati, Thakurani, Parasuram Chandia Baba, Duarajuni 

and Bimala are some of the other gods and goddesses worshipped by them. 

They have great faith in their dead ancestors. They also believe in the 

existence of ghosts and spirits. Makara Sankranti is by far the most important 

festival for them. 

Juang  

The Juangs are one of the primitive tribes of Odisha. They are mainly 

found in the districts of Keonjhar and Dhenkanal. Out of 47,075 Juangs in 
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Odisha  26,707 (13,071  males and 13,636 females) are found in Keonjhar 

district. They are mostly concentrated in Banspal, Telkoi and 

Harichandanpur Blocks. They claim themselves to be the autochthons of the 

area from where they have migrated to other parts of the State. They classify 

themselves into two sections, viz., the Thaniya (those who dwell in their 

original habitation) and the Bhagudiya (those who have moved away to other 

places). 

The Juangs believe that in ancient times their tribe emerged from earth 

on the hills of Gonasika where the River Baitarani has its source, not far from  

Village Honda in Keonjhar. In their language the word "Juang" means man. 

In other words, man emerged from the earth at the same place where the 

River Baitarani emerged. The Juangs also refer to themselves as Patra-

Savaras (Patra means leaf). By this they mean that they are that branch of 

the Savara tribe whose members used to dress themselves in leaves. 

Due to leaf dress of the Juangs W. W. Hunter in his book “Odisha" has 

described them as "Leaf wearing tribes". T.E.Ravenshaw, the then 

Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, visited Keonjhar after the 

disturbances of 1868 and came in contact with the Juangs. Seeing their 

condition, he presented them with clothes and taught them their use. 

They have got their own dialect which has been stated by Col. Dalton as 

Kolarian. They have acquired many Odia words by coming in contact with the 

Odia-speaking people. Most of them know and speak Odia. 

In the Juang society, Village is the largest community group with 

formally recognised territory. Within this delineated land boundaries they 

possess their land both for settled and shifting cultivation and the Village 

forests for exploitation. They shift their Village sites frequently as they 

consider it inauspicious to live at a particular place for a longer period, Each 

Juang Village is marked by the presence of a dormitory known as Majang 

where their traditional dance takes place and the Village Panchayat sits, It 

also serves as a guest-house for the visitors to the Village.  

In spite of Panchayati Raj system throughout the country, the Juangs 

have  retained their  traditional political council. ‘Pradhan’ is the formal 

headman of the traditional political council, the post  is not hereditary and any 

senior person having manoeuvring capacity can be selected by the Villagers. 

The ‘danguan’ acts as an assistant to pradhan. Certain conflicts connected 

with two or more Villages may be decided by calling upon inter Village Juang 

councils where the  chief called the Sardar plays a vital role and his 

judgement is final and unchallenged. The impact of modern Panachayati Raj 

system has weakened the position of most powerful ‘pirha sardar’. 

Family is the smallest social unit around which major social, religious 

and other activities revolve. Nuclear type of family is common and after 
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marriage a son is expected to stay with his wife in a separate house. The 

family is patrilineal, patrilocal and patriarchal. Father is the head of family and 

his decisions  in relation  to socio-economic matters within the family are 

final. The Juangs are famous for their clans structure and kinship 

organisation. Each clan, locally knows as Bok, has a totemic origin and 

members of the clan are believed to have descended from a common-

mythical or totemic ancestor. They live in uni-clan Village settlement of hill 

slopes. Malaria and waterborne diseases are their main health hazards. 

The Juang youth make excellent comb which they present to their 

beloved. Intimacy developed during changu dance between two sweet hearts 

of opposite sex may lead to marriage provided there is no restriction of clan 

rules. Norms and values and dormitory are seriously obeyed by its members.  

Monogamy is commonly prevalent whereas polygamy is not ruled out. 

Levirate and Sororate types of marriage is prevalent in the Juang society. 

A Juang husband generally worships the sajana (drum stick) tree if his 

wife turns out barren, and gives her a paste made of sajana flowers or sajana 

seeds to eat. Or he ties a seven-fold cotton string with seven knots round his 

wife's neck, believing this to be a kind of talisman which will cause 

conception. After the birth of a child they observe pollution for seven days. 

On that day the mother takes a sacred bath by applying turmeric, She throws 

away the old earthen pots and cleans the house and washes her clothes. 

She  herself cuts the hair of the baby. On the occasion of the name-giving 

ceremony a thread is tied round the child's waist. 

The Juangs cremate their dead. The corpse is laid on the pyre with the 

head to the south. The ashes may be left on the spot of cremation, or 

alternatively they may be thrown into a stream. A propitiatory ceremony is 

held a few days after in which the maternal uncle of the dead person acts as 

priest. Offerings are made to the ancestors when the autumn rice crop is 

harvested. 

The Juang life is marked by the celebration of a number of religious 

festivals in honour of their Gods and Goddesses. For them Dharam Devata 

and Basumata are the two supreme deities. The former is identified with Sun 

God and the latter with Earth Goddess. Gramasri is the presiding deity of the 

Village. There are also a number of hill, forest and River deities in the Juang 

pantheon. They believe in the existence of ghosts and spirits and offer food 

to their ancestors on the festive occasions. They observe Pusha Punein as a 

mark of the beginning of the agricultural cycle, Aruba Nuakhia as the first 

eating of mango fruits, Akshaya Trutiya as ceremonial sowing of paddy, 

Asarhi, marking the beginning of transplanting and weeding; Pirh Puja for the 

protection of crops, Gamha for the welfare of domestic cattle, and other 

auspicious days marking the ceremonial eating of new rice harvested from 
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different types of land. All these occasions are marked by singing and 

dancing. They use a kind of drum known as changu at the time of dancing. 

For their livelihood they depend mainly on primitive shifting cultivation 

and collection of minor forest produce. 

The forest land available for shifting cultivation is owned by the Village 

community. The Village Panchayat allots patches to different households 

every year. They generally grow niger, gram, bean, paddy, etc., in this type of 

land. Maize and mustard are grown in the backyard. Collection of different 

varieties of roots and tubers, fruits, green leaves, mushrooms, etc., during 

different parts of the year supplements their income  

The Juangs, who lived in complete isolation in early nineteenth century, 

are in transition since last three decades. Under the impact of modernisation 

and acculturation they have brought immense change particularly in their 

adornment pattern, use of modern amenities and material culture. Hindu 

influence has also percolated deeper and their patron deities are losing their 

importance. Juang youths are found engaged in small business, selling  of 

fire wood in nearby town, working as daily wage earners in the house of 

nontribal and MGNREGA. The emerging new leaders behave and act like 

pseudo politicians in plains. Because of meagre harvest in slash and burn 

type of rotation cultivation (shifting cultivation), the Juangs have adopted 

modern techniques and use of high breed seeds as well as pesticides and 

fertilizer. During last four decades, the realistic approaches for holistic 

development of the Juangs through Juanga Development Agency (JDA) as 

well as ITDA, Keonjhar have brought in a lot of positive impact on 

development of education, irrigation, soil conservation, housing, 

communication, health and sanitation etc.  

ITDAs to improve Socio-economic contition of STs 

In order to improve the socio-economic condition of the scheduled 

tribes, two Integrated Tribal Development Agencies (ITDAs) namely ITDA, 

Keonjhar and ITDA Champua are functioning with effect from 1.7.1979.  

ITDA Keonjhar comprises of 7 blocks of Keonjhar Sadar Sub-Division 

viz; Keonjhar, Patna, Ghatagaon, Saharpada, Bansapal, Telkoi & 

Harichandanpur with one municipality i.e. Keonjhargarh. One Micro project 

namely;- Juanga Development Agency at Gonasika is also functioning under 

this ITDA.   Major tribes like; - Kolha, Bhuyan, Ganda, Bathudi, Saunti, 

Santal, Munda, Sabar, Bhumija are residing in this ITDA area.  One PVTGs 

Juanga tribes are residing mainly in Gonasika area. The major crops 

cultivated in this area are Paddy, Mustard, Pulses, Niger, Wheat, 

Vegetables, Maize, Turmeric, Ginger etc.  
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ITDA Champua comprises of 3 blocks of Champua sub-division viz; 

Champua, Joda & Jhumpura and 2 municipalities i.e. Joda & Barbil  and 

Champua NAC.  

Education for ST Students  

 In order to develop education and literacy rate of ST communities, a 

number of residential educational institutions have been set up in ITDA area 

of Keonjhar. In order to enhance literacy rate among ST Girls, a number of 

100 seated ST girls hostels have been constructed. The educational 

infrastructure like;- school building, hostel buildings, staff quarters, boundary 

wall, electricity, water supply, toilet, dining hall etc are constructed by the 

ITDA to provide residential educational facilities to ST students. Further two  

educational complexes are functioning to provide special education to 

Juanga PVTGs at Gonasika and Bhuyan tribes at Upper Kusumita. In order 

to provide quality education to the tribal students, one Ekalavya Model 

Residential School (EMRS) is functioning at Ranki and one +2 Science 

College at Raidiha Girls High School is functioning under this ITDA. Apart 

from this, 8  Boys High Schools, 9  Girls High School, 32 Ashram schools & 

135  Primary School Hostels are functioning under ITDA, Keonjhar for 

providing residential educational facility to ST/ SC students. 

 There are 3  Boy’s High School and 4  Girl’s High School, 11 Ashram 

Schools and 50  Primary School Hostels in Champua ITDA area which have 

been opened for the development of education of tribals. There is also  a 

Govt. (SSD) Higher Secondary School (Up-graded +2 Science College) at 

Matkambeda under Joda Block. Pre-matric scholarship, reading and writing 

materials, garments, utensils, bed, blankets, cots and cash award to 

students etc. have been provided to the students. 

Fiftyfive 100/200 seated Boy’s / Girl’s Hostel buildings have been 

constructed in each G.P. headquarters of Champua ITDA for tribal Boys / 

Girls students run by the ST & SC Development department, Odisha, 

Bhubaneswar.    

Achievement under Forest Rights Act 2005 & FRA Amendment Rules 

2012.  

Under Forest Right act, the forest dwellers particularly of ST 

communities are benefited a lot. Till date, 49,189 numbers of individual 

forest right titles have been distributed to the eligible ST families covering 

area ac. 42,942.305 of forest land. Out of 49,189,  15743 number of families 

have been covered under Indira Awaas Yojana. Steps have been taken to 

provide all  benefits to FRA title holders on priority basis. Presently, as per 

govt. guidelines initiative has been taken to cover all FRA title holders under 

National Food Security Act (NFSA).  
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To take care of special needs of Juang People (PVTGs), a micro project 

called Juang Development Agency (JDA) covering 6 G.Ps. and 35 Villages of 

Panchayat Samiti, Banspal is functioning in this district with effect from 

7.10.1978 with special allocation from Government of India. The total 

geographical area of the Juang Development Agency is 641.44 sq.kms.  The 

project has shouldered the responsibility for various developmental activities 

for the Juangs. Gradually the Juangs have started settled cultivation with 

modern technology in place of primitive method of podu cultivation. They 

have also started subsidiary occupation, like tasar cultivation, tasar reeling, 

weaving, tailoring, goat rearing etc.  

Special Education for Juang Girls 

In order to develop education and literacy rate of Juang girls. a special 

educational complex has been set up in 2008-09 in  JDA area at Gonasika. 

It is fully residential girls’ complex with all the facilities available for the 

academic development of Juang girls.  360 girls are schooling and boarding 

in the complex. All the teaching and nonteaching staff are from Juang 

community. This  institution imparts  education to the students from  class I 

to class VIII.  

G.P-wise Village list along with number of households, population and 

literacy rate as per base line survey made during 2010 is given below:- 

 

Sl.No. 
Name of the 

G.P 

Name of the 

Village/ Hamlet. 

No. of 

Households 

Total population 
Literacy 

Rate 
Male Femal

e 

Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Gonasika       

  Gonasika 74 164 127 291 25 

  U.Baitarani 42 97 100 197 32.48 

  Guptaganga 65 154 152 306 33.66 

  Jantari 103 243 236 479 38.83 

  Kadalibadi 45 117 136 253 58.10 

  Talaraidiha 49 94 115 219 28.70 

  Upperraidiha 29 90 78 168 26.78 

  Budhighar 50 125 141 266 30.07 

2 Baragarh       

  Barahgarh 77 170 177 347 16.71 

  Dumuria 50 126 143 269 19.33 

  Hatisila 35 104 97 201 14.43 

  Nadam 41 95 78 173 16.76 

  Phulbadi 61 146 157 303 27.39 

  Saria 60 134 140 274 43.43 

  Talabaruda 32 66 70 136 39.70 

  Talasumatha 34 86 83 169 32.54 

  Talabali 44 100 94 194 19.58 

  Upperbali 48 90 120 210 27.61 

  Kapotadiha 48 85 112 197 17.00 
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3 Bayakumutia       

  Bayakumutia 30 71 85 156 47.43 

  Bayapandadhar 59 107 128 235 22.98 

  Mamalaposi 47 98 116 214 27.10 

4 Kodiposa       

  Duarsuni 71 148 124 272 31.61 

  Ghungi 36 80 76 156 43.58 

  Kundhei 99 241 259 500 23.00 

  Tangarpada 60 159 166 325 39.69 

  Toranipani 57 118 125 243 25.10 

5 Kunar       

  Kanjipani 80 174 205 379 29.81 

  Talapada 13 33 27 60 38.33 

  Talapansnasa 56 134 135 269 12.64 

  Upper 

panasnasa 

67 149 151 300 13.33 

6 Talachampei       

  Gadgadei 22 53 61 114 56.14 

  Rimulighati 30 79 77 156 43.58 

  Talachampei 67 154 182 336 34.52 

  Upper Champei 57 112 123 235 43.82 

 TOTAL  1836 4196 4396 8592 29.75 

Considerable impact has been created among the Juangs after 

functioning of the Juang Development Agency.  

Source: Old gazetteer/PA,ITDA, Keonjhar 

The Hindu Customs relating to birth, marriage and death are as follows 

When labour pain starts, a Hindu woman is usually taken to  lying in a 

room called antudisala. A mid-wife belonging to a low caste or an old woman 

of her caste is called to attend to her. After delivery, the navel cord of the 

child is cut with the help of a sharp weapon and the placenta is disposed of in 

a ditch made outside the house. After the child's birth, the Hindus perform a 

ceremony called panchuati and sasthi on the fifth and the sixth day 

respectively. A ceremony called uthiary is observed on the seventh day. On 

this day, the new born baby and the mother take first purificatory bath. She 

takes second purificatory bath on the 12th day and is allowed to change her 

room. The child is named on the 21st day which is known as ekoisa. On this 

occasion, Satyanarayan Puja is held amidst much rejoicing. The next 

important rituals among the Hindus are mundan (shaving of the head), ear 

boring, and bidyarambha (initiation to learning). Besides the above 

ceremonies, the Brahmin and the Kshatriya children in their  adolescence 

observe upanayana or sacred thread ceremony. 

The Hindus follow the Prajapatya type of marriage. It is generally settled 

after the examination of the horoscopes of both the bridegroom and the bride 

by the astrologer. He predicts whether the stars of the couple are in harmony 

or not.  The marriage rites and ceremonies to be performed at the vivaha or 

wedding are generally the same among all the Hindus, though they may vary 
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in some minor details according to caste. The principal rites commonly in 

vogue are in the following order such as kanyadana, vivahahorna, 

panigrahana and lajyahoma.  In the marriage, a Brahmin officiates as priest. 

In Hindu society, the corpse is carried on a bamboo or wooden bier    by 

the members of the family and the relatives of the deceased to the cremation 

ground. There the dead body is either cremated or burried. Generally the 

dead bodies of children, sannyasis, lepers and persons who die of snake-bite 

or small-pox are burried. Mukhagni or lighting of the funeral pyre is performed 

by the eldest son of the deceased. The death rites continue for ten days. 

During this period, the members of the family observe certain restrictions with 

regards to food, dress, worship of deities, etc. The Hindus perform sudhikriya 

or after-death ceremonies for the salvation of the departed soul on the 10th 

day. On the 11thday, food (oil, ghee, non-vegetarian diet) which were 

restricted during the period of mourning are allowed. Every year the Hindus 

perform shradha in memory of the deceased person. 

Inheritance in Hindu and Mohamedan families is governed according to 

the Hindu and the Mohamedan Law respectively. There is no codified law for 

the tribals and they are generally guided by the Hindu law of inheritance. 

The joint-family system, as defined in the old Hindu Law, is fast 

disappearing in the district due to the changes in land legislation, law of 

inheritance and the socio-economic conditions of the people. 

Polygamy was earlier permissible in Hindu society, but this practice is 

now banned under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. The Christians are 

monogamous, but the Muslims follow polygamy. Among Muslims polygamy is 

restricted up to four wives but most of them are found to be monogamous. 

From 1995, 2008 marriages were registered in the district till 20.8.2015. 

This indicates that the society is still predominantly traditional marriage 

bound and the people are not much conscious about the procedure of 

marriage to be solemnised under the Special Marriage Act, 1954.  

Though widow re-marriage is looked down upon by the society,  now-a-

days stray cases of widow re-marriage do occur mostly among  the educated 

section of the society. Among the Scheduled castes and the Scheduled 

tribes, widow re-marriage is allowed by tradition. 

Only 98 number of divorce cases were filed since functioning of Family 

Court,  during the period from 06.7.2013 to 26.8.2015.  

The position of women in Indian society has  been changing. Purdah 

system which was prevalent an the higher castes has almost vanished as 

women have started taking jobs. 
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In the rural areas women of low castes and the tribal women, in addition 

to their domestic work, also help the male members in agricultural 

operations. They also earn independently by working as labourers. Rope 

making, basketry, leaf plate making, pottery, beverage preparation, laundry 

work, midwifery, cloth weaving and forest produce gathering  provide 

employment to some women. 

In the 1981 census, 1,23,840 females were enumerated as workers in 

the district. Of the workers, only 7,418 females were found in the urban area. 

In the 2011 census, 2,68,437 females were enumerated as workers in the 

district. Of the workers, only 14,036 females were found in the urban area. 

Thus it is evident that the females are more dependent on the males in the 

urban areas than in the rural areas. Economic stress and strain of modern life 

has, however, forced the educated urban women to take to various 

professions. Many of them are now serving as mid-wives, health visitors, 

teachers, clerks, typists, etc. The uneducated women earn their livelihood as 

domestic servants.  

In 2011, there were 4,05,272 households in Keonjhar district of which 

3,48,448 were in the rural areas and 56,824 in the urban areas. The 

distribution of houses and the uses to which they were put in the district are 

given below. 

Types of Houses as enumerated in Census -2011 are detailed below :-  

1. House vacant at the time of house listing -  29540 

2. Occupied houses used at: 

i. Residence         3,91,043 

ii. Residence -cum- others      13,384 

iii. Hotel/ Lodge/ Guest House etc     1383 

iv. Shop / Office        24,059 

v. Factories, workshop and worksheds    3313 

vi. Places of worship       3963 

vii. Occupied School/ College      4749 

 The statement also reveals that majority of the houses are used as 

residences, and the lowest category includes hotels/ lodge/ guest house etc. 

According to the 2011 census, Keonjhar district had 3.1 per cent houses 

in the rural areas and 1.7 per cent houses in the urban areas with walls made 

of grass, leaves, reeds or bamboo. Though these materials for wall are 

available easily with no extra cost, the percentage of such houses has 

considerably gone down during the period from 1961 to 2011 in the rural and 

the urban areas of the district. This is due to Government assistance under 

different housing schemes.  
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In 2011, 70.4 and 33.9 per cent houses in the district were found with 

mud walls in the urban and the rural areas respectively. The 2011 census 

has recorded 0.4 per cent of houses with wood walls in the urban areas of 

the district. Due to urbanization, burnt brick, galvanised iron sheets and stone  

and cement are gaining popularity among the people.  

The common household implement is the dhenki, a wooden device for 

husking paddy. Rice being the staple food of the people, dhenki used to be 

an indispensable household article. There are two types of dhenkis. The one 

operated with the foot is found only in a few households. The simple type 

called tuku is common. 

Domestic receptacles are many and varied. A few families have steel 

trunks to store their clothing, money and other valuables, while, many use 

home-made bamboo boxes called baunsapedi. Some families own neither of 

these and use bamboo pipes to store their valuables. 

The women of the district, take pleasure in adorning their bodies with 

various kinds of ornaments. These are either bought ready-made from the 

market or made at home. They collect thread, beads and coins and fashion 

them into ornaments at home. Ornaments are worn on the hands, feet, neck, 

nose and ears. The menfolk do not generally wear ornaments of any kind 

except ring. The principal ornaments used by the women are Mathamani, 

pins, clips for head; Padaka. or Tankamala (necklaces of cotton thread 

strung with coins), Pohalamali (beaded necklaces), chain, Kanthi for neck; 

Fasia, ear-ring, Noli for ear; Guna, Nakafula, Dandi, Notha for nose, armlet, 

Bahasuta for arm ; Chudi, Bala, Bataphala, Kataria, Bandria for wrist ; Mudi 

for finger ; Antasuta or Gotha for waist ; Pahuda for anklet and Godamudi for 

toe. 

Besides, gold, silver, copper, glass and plastic ornaments; the tribal 

women also use feathers, Kaincha, coloured beads, Kathamali, etc., to deck 

their body. 

Generally oil from kusum and mahua seed is rubbed on the body and 

the head before a bath. Villagers use plastic combs, but the common type of 

comb is made of bamboo or wood. Both boys and girls comb their hair, which 

is parted in the middle. The tribal girls enhance their attractiveness by 

tattooing their arms. 

Rice is the staple food of the people. A few people use wheat. Besides 

rice and wheat, people also take jalli, maize, kangoo and ragi. Jalli kangoo 

and maize are cooked almost in the same way as rice and eaten with curry. 

Whole ragi is cooked differently and ragi flour is prepared with other dishes. 
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The people of the district eat meat obtained from domesticated animals 

or from forest animals. Poultry, pigs, sheep, and goats are reared and, with 

the exception of pork, their meat is eaten by all the castes and the tribes. 

Generally flesh of deer, sambar, wild boar and hare is  brought from the 

forests and is greatly relished by the people. After enforcement of the Wild 

life (preservation) Act, flesh of these animals is rarely consumed in the 

district. Fish is eaten when available. Dried fish is purchased from the market 

and taken boiled or fried. 

The principal food is supplemented with a variety of leaves, fruits and 

roots collected from the forest. The forest abounds in fruits such as, mango, 

jack fruit, kendu, podhai and roots such as pitaikanda & bainga, saiga and 

edible green leaves called koliarisag and bengulisag. Edible roots and leaves 

are prepared in place of vegetables and taken with the staple or principal 

food. These roots and leaves are also dried and preserved by the tribals for 

use whenever required. Mahua flowers are collected and preserved 

throughout the year to be cooked and eaten with other food. 

For cooking mahua, kusum or gingelly oil is usually used by  the poor 

and mustard and groundnut oil by the rich in the district. 

Irrespective of sex and age, the tribal people drink handia (rice beer) 

and toddy. 

Smoking of bidi, cigarettes and chewing of pan are common in the 

urban areas. Besides smoking and chewing, some people are also addicted 

to opium, ganja and bhang. Tobacco smoking is also common in the rural 

areas. With the spread of lieracy and awareness, these habits of the common 

people are in perceptible ware. 

Fairs and Festivals 

Dance and music are an integral part of tribal life. Most tribal Villages 

have akhara where the youth, both men and women, assemble almost every 

evening to dance to the tune of indigenous music. Now there is official 

encouragement to tribal dance and music. This has given an impetus to 

these arts.  Description of some dances is given below :- 

The Changu dance derives its name from a kind of drum called changu 

which invariably accompanies the dance. This dance is common to almost all 

the tribes, but it is more popular among the Bhuyans. The peculiar feature of 

this dance is that men confront the girls with song and music and then recede 

backwards when the girls confront them. The girls dance standing in a row 

generally holding each other's hand. 

Chhau dance is prevalent in the district and is usually performed during 

fairs and festivals. It is a dance with strong folk character. Almost like a 
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dance-drama, this dance is famous for its colourful and heroic character. The 

themes are taken from Indian mythology or folk tales. The vigorous beating of 

the battle drums, such as Dhumsa, Nagra, Dhol and Chadchadi which 

accompany the dance create a thrilling sensation in the audience. 

The Chhau dance is performed during the Chaitra Parab festival in the 

month of Chaitra. The dance owes its origin to Mayurbhanj in Odisha and 

Sareikela in Jharkhand. While masks are used in the Sareikela Chhau, in 

Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar they have been discarded. In this dance the foot 

work and body movements of the dancers are  artistic and virile. Facial 

expressions are usually absent. 

The Juang dances are performed to the accompaniment of 

tambourines. Although the days when they danced with the primitive leaf 

dress are gone, Colonel Dalton has given an interesting account of Juang 

girls dancing in their leaf garments when he witnessed them almost more 

than a century ago. "They made their first appearance at night and danced 

by torch light; it was a wild weird-like sight. The men sang as they danced, 

accompanying themselves on deep-sounding tambourines, the girls holding 

together and circling round them in a solemnly grotesque manner. There was 

a want of spirit in the performance, for they were shy and timid creatures and 

the dancing by torch light before so many strange spectators was evidently 

no pleasure to them. When they returned arrayed in fresh leaves, we induced 

them to give us not only the solemn measure of the evening before, but to 

perform a variety of sportive dances, some quite dramatic in effect, and it 

was altogether a most interesting 'ballet'. In one figure, the girls moved round 

in single file keeping the right hand on the right shoulder of the girl in front, in 

another with bodies inclined, they wreathed their arms and advanced and 

retreated in line. In this movement, the performance bore a strong 

resemblance to one of the Kol dances. Then we had the bear dance. The 

girls acting independently advance with bodies so much inclined, that their 

hands touch the ground; thus they move not unlike bears, and by a motion 

from the knees to the bodies wriggle violently, and the broad tails of green 

leaves flap up and down in a most ludicrous manner". 

The Hos who are a purely agricultural tribe have dances and 

celebrations particularly during the Magh festival which is held in January 

when the granaries are full. The chief beverage taken during the celebrations 

is a kind of home-brewed rice-beer called Illi, whose making is a fine art 

which every accomplished Ho girl knows. The Magh celebrations are one in 

which all restraints are set aside. The Hos indulge in dance and music with 

gay abandon.       

The Hindus of the district observe a number of festivals all the year 

round. These festivals may broadly be divided into two categories, viz., 

domestic festivals observed in each household, and public festivals and fairs 
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where people congregate in large numbers on some auspicious days. The 

domestic festivals are confined to the worship of family deities, observance of 

ekadashis, various vratas, etc., most of them being guided by phases of the 

moon. The public festivals are usually religious ceremonies attended by a 

large number of men, women and children who come for worship as well as 

entertainment. An account of some of the important festivals in the district is 

given below. 

There is the annual hunting festival of the Bhuyans. It is observed on 

the 3rd day of the bright fortnight in the month of Chaitra (March-April). The 

day is fixed by the Dehuri. He also leads the hunting party. After the game is 

bagged, the Dehuri takes a little blood of the game and offers it to the Village 

deities. They believe that good or bad harvest depends on the quantity of 

game bagged. 

The Bada Osha is observed on the 14th day of the bright fortnight in 

the month of Karttika (October-November). On this day people worship Lord 

Siva. They observe fasting  for the whole day and prepare a special type of 

Bhoga consisting of rice, milk, coconut, plantain and spices and offer it to 

Lord Siva. 

The Baruni Jatra is observed on the 13th day of the dark fortnight in 

the month of Chaitra (March-April). On the day of Baruni many people take 

their holy dip in the sacred Rivers. 

In Keonjhar district this Jatra is held at Gonasika near Brahmeswar 

Mahadev temple. Large number of people from different parts of the district 

as well as from outside come to this place on that day to take bath in the 

Brahma Kunda, just near the temple of Brahmeswar Mahadev. People regard 

this as a sacred place as the Baitarani flows from Gonasika through this 

Kunda. 

Bisri Thakurain Jatra is observed in many Villages in Keonjhar, Telkoi 

and Champua tehsils of the district. It is held in a common place in the 

Village where almost all the communities take part. The temple is generally 

situated near the common house (Manda Ghar). The presiding deity of the 

temple is Goddess Bisri who is represented by a wooden pole fixed on the 

floor at one corner. 

The Goddess Bisri is worshipped every year in the month of Margasira 

for the general welfare of the Villagers. It is performed on a Thursday in the 

bright fortnight. 

Before the festival, a terracotta idol of the deity is brought from a potter. 

The idol is then installed over the wooden plank. For eight days from the date 

of installation, the Goddess is propitiated with offering of rice, clarified butter, 

molasses, plantains, etc. On the last day, goats and fowls are sacrificed 



98 

before the deity. Later in the day, the Villagers carry the idol in a procession 

and immerse it in the nearby stream. Dehuri, the Village priest, gets 

possessed by the deity, wears the wooden slippers with nails and sits on the 

stool with pointed nails projecting on it holding the cane sticks. It is believed 

that the priest is not hurt by the pointed nails as the man is in a trance and he 

is then the embodiment of the Goddess. 

Bodam is celebrated by all communities in general, and the Adivasis in 

particular, before the eating of new fruits of the season. On a Thursday in the 

bright fortnight of Pousha, some new fruits and flowers are collected. The 

Dehuri, the Village priest, prepares porridge in a new pot and offers the same 

along with curd, milk, new fruits and flowers to the goddess of the Village.  

Chaitra parba falls on the last day of Chaitra and continues for 3 to 4 

days. The people worship goddess Basuli. The festival is celebrated in a 

grand scale in Jyotipur, Asanpat and Chamakpur in Champua Sub-Division. 

On this occasion people perform Chhau dance. 

The Chandan Jatra is observed at Raitola, Anandapur and Rajnagar of 

the district. It starts from Akshaya Trutiya, the third day of the bright fortnight 

in the month of Basisakha (April-May), and continues for five or seven days. 

Of the places, Anandapur attracts more people from far and near. 

The Durga Puja and Dasahara festival is celebrated during the bright 

fortnight in the month of Aswina (September-October). People worship their 

vocational implements on the days and stop work. Images of goddess Durga 

are worshipped in many places of the district while the celebrations are held 

at Keonjhar, Jhumpura, Joda, Barbil,  

Champua and Anandapur attract more people. The tenth day of the 

festival is called Dasahara. On this day the idols are taken out in procession 

for immersion in tanks or Rivers. 

Durga Puja is also celebrated at the Sakta Shrine at Sidhamatha near 

Keonjhar and Tarini at Ghatgaon. Animals are sacrificed at these places. 

Dasahara has a special significance for the warriors caste. They 

worship their old weapons of war and exhibit physical feats on the occasion. 

Their heroic forbears used to start fresh military expeditions during this 

season of the year. 

Dola jatra is observed in two different ways. One is called Raja Dola. It 

is observed from the day of phagu dasami up to phagu purnami. The other is 

called Panchu Dola. It is observed from the next day of phagu purnami to 

chaitra krushna panchami.  This is the main festival of the people belonging 

to the Gauda caste. They worship cow and play Naudi by singing songs 

relating to Radha and Krishna. It is observed in a grand scale in Patana, 



99 

Harichandapur, Pandapara, Telkoi, Anandapur, Sainkula, Soso, Champua 

and Chamakpur of the district. 

The Hingula Jatra or Parab is observed in a few Villages under Telkoi 

and Ramchandrapur police-station in March-April. 

The Kali Puja is observed in almost all the places of the district on the 

14th day of the dark fortnight of the month of Kartika (October-November). On 

this occasion people worship clay images of goddess Kali and also perform 

Puja at Shakta Shrines. The new-moon day of Kartika is known as Dipavali 

Amabasya or Paya Amabasya. On this day the Hindus perform Sradha in 

memory of the dead ancestors and bid farewell to them with lighted sticks 

(kaunria) in the first watch of the night. They decorate the house with dipas 

(clay lamps) in the evening. Display of fireworks is an important part of the 

celebration. In the urban areas of the district it is celebrated with great pomp 

and show. 

The Karama Puja is celebrated mostly by the Adivasis in the Keonjhar 

and Champua Sub-Divisions. The festival commences on a Thursday in the 

month of Margasira (November-December) and is celebrated for eight days. 

The festival culminates with offerings to the presiding deity, while the 

preceding seven days are spent in preparation. 

On the first day, two unmarried young boys collect new pulses like 

green gram, black gram, mustard, gingelly, horse gram, etc., almost a 

handful from each household and keep the collected pulses on the bank of 

the stream in a bamboo basket. These two young men cook their food 

themselves and eat it untouched by others till the end of the festival. Every 

day they sprinkle water on these pulses after taking bath in the stream. On 

the eighth day, they plant two branches of karama tree in front of the 

Mandaghar (dormitory). The grains, by now germinated, are brought and 

placed beside the branches of the Karama tree. The youngsters of the 

Village then dance around the Karama twigs. Next day two fowls are 

sacrificed there and the baskets containing grains along with the branches 

are carried in a procession to the nearby River or Nala and are immersed 

there. 

 Makara Sankranti- People take their holy dip in River or pond in the 

morning and go to the nearby Siva temple to have a darshan.  They worship 

Lord Siva to have their desires fulfilled. 

On this day Makara Jatra or Mela is held at many places in the district. 

But this is observed in a grand scale in the Villages Baratipara, Deogan, 

Kasira, Sarei, Balibandha, Bhanda, Tangarbantala, Deojhar, Mirigasinga, 

Gobindapur and Chamakpu. 

Magha Parab- It is also called Diga Puja. It is observed on the 

Thursday after Makara Sankranti in the month of Magha. The Villagers of 

Daanla in Banspal Block collect seven logs of sal wood and some bundles of 
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hay in the southern corner of the Village and set fire to it early in the morning 

before sunrise. The Dehuri of the Village performs Puja on the spot with a 

handful of rice, one egg, jaggery, milk, ghee and a fowl. He puts all these 

items on the logs of wood and sets fire to it. The assembled Villagers, mostly 

drunk, sing and dance around the bonfire.  

Nuakhia- The festival means ceremonial eating of new grains. It is 

observed on a Thursday in the month of Bhadrab. In the morning, new paddy 

is collected from each household. The rice prepared out of this grain is used 

for preparing porridge which is then offered to the Gram Devati. Goats are 

also sacrificed before the deity and a feast is held in the Village for which 

each household contributes. On the following day, i.e., Friday, new paddy 

grains are again collected from each household and the same is kept at the 

Mandaghar. This paddy is distributed to the Villagers with pieces of gourd. 

The sanctified paddy is pounded and mixed with rice to be cooked for the 

day. In this festival all the communities take part except the Kolhas. 

The Kolhas celebrate it in a different manner. They on this day, cook 

new rice in a new pot, prepare fowl curry, brew rice beer and offer it all to 

their Dharam Bonga or Sun god on one leaf and to their ancestors on 

another. This is done by men alone. 

Raja- Raja is an important agricultural festival. It is observed in the 

district for three days i.e., from the last day of the month of Jyaistha called 

Pahili Raja up to the second day of the month of Asadha, known as 

Bhuindhahan or Bhumidahan. The first day of the month of Asadha, known 

as Bhuindhahan or Bhumidahan.is called Raja Sankranti. During these three 

days the Mother Earth is supposed to be rajaswalla or under menstruation 

and all agricultural operations are suspended for the period. For this festival 

various kinds of dishes, pithas or rice cakes and sweets are prepared. The 

people pass the time in feasting and merry making. The boys play various 

kinds of indoor and out-door games. The girls spend the time by  singing 

mellifluous songs on swings fastened to the tree branches. The festival ends 

on the day following Bhumidahan when Mother Earth is given a ceremonial 

bath. This is called Basumati Snana. 

Rama Navami is observed on the ninth day of the waxing moon in the 

month of Chaitra (March- April) in memory of the birthday of Rama, the 

celebrated hero of the Ramayana. They also stage “Ramalila” for 

entertainment. 

Ras Purnima or Kartika Purnima is observed to commemorate the 

Rasalila performed by Lord Krishna. Many devout Hindus, especially women, 

observe Kartika as a sacred month and live on habishanna or strictly 

vegetarian food. A light or lamp called akasdip is also kept on a high pole 

every evening in the month of Kartika. A distinctive feature of this festival on 

the full-moon day is to commemorate the ancient maritime glory of Odisha. 
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People take their holy bath in the Rivers or ponds in the early morning and 

float mini boats made of the outer layer of banana trees or sola-pith. 

Rath Jatra- The Hindus celebrate many festivals in a year in honour of 

Lord Jagannath. Of these, Ratha Jatra or Car festival is the most important. It 

is also called Shri Gundicha Jatra. It takes place on Asadha Sukla Dwitiya, 

i.e., the second day of the bright fortnight of the month of Asadha (June-July). 

The three deities are brought from the main temple and placed in the wooden 

chariot. After due ceremony, the chariot is pulled by thousands of devotees to 

the Shri Gundicha Mandira where the deities stay for a week. The return car 

festival or Bahuda Jatra is performed on Asadha Sukla Dasami, i.e., the tenth 

day of the bright fortnight. This festival is celebrated at Anandapur, Keonjhar, 

Champua, Joda, Barbil, Jy otipur and at other places in the district. Many 

people gather at these places to see the deities on the chariot. 

Sivaratri-This festival is observed in all the Siva temples on the 14th day 

of the dark fortnight in the month of Phalguna (February–March). The 

devotees remain awake throughout the night and worship Lord Siva.  This 

festival is observed with great pomp and splendour in the Siva temples at 

Kusaleswar, Gonasika, Bodapalasa, Baratipara, Champua and Deojhar. 

Sarhul is a tribal festival of flowers. In the month of March- April sal 

flowers are brought to the sarna or sacred grove. The priest (pahan) 

propitiates all gods of the Mundas. The celebration goes on for several days. 

Sohrai is celebrated in the month of October- November. The Munda 

cattle owners fast for the whole day. In the night lamps are lighted. On the 

following morning the cattle-shed is washed and sprinkled with rice- beer. 

The cattle are fed in plenty. 

In addition to these fairs and festivals  people of the district also observe 

Chait Parba, Tarini Jatra, Pana Sankranti Jatra, Pahudi Puja, Athei Jatra, 

Banrupat Jatra, Pithi Phoda Jatra, Lakshmi Puja, Janmastami, Id and Sunia. 

In this backdrop District Festival (Keonjhar Mahotsav) is organized 

under the aegis of district administration & District Council of Culture. 

Organisation of District Festival has been started in the year, 1992. This 

occasion is a multidimensional confluence of Art, Craft, Culture & 

development. Local artists, reputed troupes of different districts and artists of 

different states  participate in this Mahotstava. 

Besides, noted regional Mahostavs like Anandapur Mahostav at sub-

divisional headquarters Anandapur, Ghatgaon Mahostav at Ghatgaon, Barbil 

Mohostav at Barbil are organised. 
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CHAPTER- IV 

AGRICULTURE AND ALLIED ACTIVITIES 

Keonjhar is primarily an agricultural district, agriculture accounting for 

73.15%of the working force (1981census) The practice of cultivation is 

primitive and lands are rain fed. Different agro-climatic regions are given 

below:- 

Plain region of Baitarani River belt  

 The Anandapur Sub-Division comes under this region where the land 

is mostly plain with an altitude of 45 to 60 metres above the sea level. The 

soil type is alluvial with loamy structure. The water level is high and the area 

is agriculturally developed due to its soil fertility and water resources. 

Hilly region of Bhuyanpirh 

This region comprises Bansapal, Harichandanpur and Telkoi areas of 

Keonjhar Sub-Division and Joda area of Champua Sub-Division. This 

region lies between the hill ranges of Gandhamardan and Kiriburu, having 

undulated topography intercepted with mountains and hills with altitudes 

ranging from 488 to 610 metres from the sea level. The soil type is red 

laterite with high iron content and acidic in reaction. The texture is mostly 

gravelly and sandy-loam. The soil is subject to heavy soil erosion, and lacks 

fertility. Moreover, shifting cultivation is done by the local tribal cultivators. 

Sub-mountainous region of the western and northern part 

This region comprises of Champua and Jhumpura areas in Champua 

Sub-Division and Keonhargarh, Ghatagan, Patana and Saharpada areas of 

Keonjhar Sub-Division. This region is less mountainous, but hilly with 

gradual sloppy terrain subject to soil erosion. The valley pockets only have 

comparatively deeper soil and fertile patches. 

The Odisha Agricultural Statistics of 1982-83  gives a picture of land 

utilised in the district for 1982-83 as follows:- 

Forest          ..  4070 sq km 

Miscellaneous (tree crops not included in 30 sq km.net area) 

Pastures and other Government land              380 sq km. 

Culturable wasteland                        60 sq km. 

Land put to non-agricultural use       210 sq km. 

Barren and uncultivable land 180 sq km. 

Current fallow's 250 sq km. 

Other fallows 100  sq km. 

Net area shown                                 3,030 sq. km. 

The total geographical area 8,310 sq  km. 

http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
http://sq.km/
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Presently the land utilisation pattern is as follows:- 

a)Cultivated area: 2,97,873 ha 

b)Forest area: 4,03,680ha,48.6% of total area 

c)Area under fruits, 

vegetables and spices: 

40,000 ha (4.8%) 

d) Cultivable highlands: 1,55,000 ha  

e) Cropping Intensity 126% 

Size of Holdings  

Less than 1 ha 59,388ha (19.94% of total land with 

48.3% of population 

Between 1-2ha 12,3161ha (41.35% of land with 36% 

of population) 

Above 2ha 1,15,322ha(38.71% of land with 

15.7% of population) 
 

The extent of different types of land in the district is as follows.  

High land (Goda)  1,58,653 ha. 

Medium land  99,832 ha. 

Low land   39,388. ha 

Agro Ecological Situations 

Basing on altitudes, soil types, rainfall, topography and farming 

systems, OUAT has identified 7 Agro-Ecological situations (AES) in 

Keonjhar district which are detailed below :- 

Sl no Agro Climatic 

Zone 

Agro-Ecological Situations Name of the Blocks 

Concerned 

1 North Central 

Plateau 

Low elevation, Low rainfall Hatadihi part 

Low elevation, Medium 
rainfall 

Ghasipura  

Medium elevation, Low 
rainfall 

Jhumpura & 
Saharpada 

Medium elevation, Medium 
rainfall 

Keonjhar, 
Harichandapur, 
Telkoi, Patna, Joda 

Medium elevation, High 
Rainfall 

Ghatagaon, 
Champua 

High elevation, High 
rainfall 

Banspal 

2 North Central 

Coastal Plain 

Red lateritic rainfed Anandpur, Hatadihi 
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Nature and types of Soil Fertility     

 The soil of Keonjhar district comes under the soil groups as red, laterite 

and mix red with black soils. The soil texture is sandy and gravelly, acidic in 

nature (71% of soil) and lacks in most of the nutrients i.e nitrogen, 

phosphorous, potash, sulphur, boron, and zinc. In high land  crops like short 

duration paddy,  millets, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables and jute crops are 

generally grown. In medium lands, paddy is taken up followed by pulses like 

gram, Biri, Horsegram, Fieldpea and Oilseeds crops like Til, Mustard & 

Sunflower. Paddy is usually grown in low land condition.  

        Paddy is the main crop of Keonjhar district which is grown during Kharif 

and Rabi seasons. Paddy covers about 1,82,500 ha. during Kharif in up, 

medium and low land where as only 3,443 ha. are covered by paddy crop  

during Rabi season. The other major crops like Hybrid Maize, Niger and 

Pulse crops like Moong, Biri, Jute crops, Oilseeds are grown during Kharif 

and Rabi seasons. Oil seed crops like Niger, Groundnut, Til are grown 

during Kharif. whereas other oilseed crops like Sunflower, Groundnut, 

Mustard and Linseed are grown during Rabi season after harvest of paddy 

crop. Vegetables like Tomato, Brinjal & Watermelon are grown extensively in 

vast areas   after harvest of paddy crop. Sugarcane crop is grown in 

Anandapur, Ghasipura, Hatadihi & Telkoi blocks. Fibre crops like Jute, 

Mesta & Sunhemp are grown extensively in Anandapur Agriculture District. 

Soil Erosion and Soil Conservation 

The major portion of the soil in the district is of red and laterite category 

having low water holding capacity. Out of total geographical area of 8,31,000 

ha., 3,10,000 ha. have been classified as forest area. About 53 % of the 

cultivated land of the district is upland. It is estimated that 1,19,100 ha. of 

both up and medium land have been affected due to soil erosion. From 

recent satellite survey  by Government of India  it has been estimated that 

40,638.2 ha. of the district have been affected by shifting cultivation. 

Besides, shifting cultivation there are large areas around Suakati, Joda and 

Barbil which are prone to accelerated soil erosion due to wide scale 

exploitation of minerals from the mines. Soil Conservation Department has 

been taking up various activities to control soil erosion viz: - cashew, mango, 

sisal, avenue plantation, water management and water harvesting 

structures. Besides, various soil & moisture conservation measures have 

been taken up under different centrally sponsored schemes such as 

NWDPRA, IWMP, IWDP, RKVY etc. 

During last three decades, the department has executed soil 

conservation measures like cashew plantation over 2,287.5 ha in the land of 

12,435 beneficiaries, sisal plantation over 168 ha., Simourouba glauca 

plantation over 250 ha., mango plantation over 472 ha and miscellaneous. 
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Tree plantation over 277 ha. Land development/field bunding has also been 

done over 2,212.5 ha. Soil Conservation Department has constructed 767  

water harvesting structures (WHS), farm pond(FP) and diversion weir(D/W) 

with ayacut area of 2,350 ha. to provide supplemental life saving irrigation.  

Government of India as well as Government of Odisha have started 

different schemes like NWDPRA, EAS etc. under Watershed Development 

Programme during 1990-91 to 1999-2000 to combat serious soil erosion 

problems with a view to bringing degraded wastelands for appropriate 

agriculture practices in order to enhance the economic  condition of rural 

poor in a sustainable manner. Scheme like Integrated Wasteland 

Development Programme (IWDP) was functional in the district till 2008. 

Government of India have constituted National Rainfed Area Authority 

(NRAA) during 2008 which controls and monitors the watershed 

development programmes throughout the country. Watershed Development 

Programmes implemented through different central and state  schemes such 

as NWDPRA, EAS, IWDP, RKVY etc. were merged with Integrated 

Watershed Management Programme (IWMP). Accordingly, IWMP projects 

have been continuing  implementation in the district since 2009-10 with the 

objective to increase the production and productivity of the area. So far 90  

Micro Watersheds with a treatable area of 61,194 ha taken up under various 

centrally sponsored plan schemes like NWDPRA, EAS, IWDP etc. have  

been completed,  and 185   Micro Watersheds with treatable area of 99,378 

ha. under IWMP are in progress. Under Natural Resource Management 

(NRM) component of Watershed Development Programme as many as 

2,120  water bodies with ayacut  area of 3,740 ha. contour bunding/field 

bunding over 1,266.6 ha., vegetative/engineering structures numbering 

3,250, renovation of 112 old water bodies, afforestation and horticulture 

programme over 104 ha and 410.6 ha. respectively have been done. 

Besides the department has formed 1569 users groups with 10,554 

members and  532  Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

 In addition to the above, there is  one Soil Conservation Demonstration 

Center (SCDC) over 21 ha. at Raisuan. In this center trials are being made 

to evolve suitable cropping patterns, produce improved seeds, seedlings and 

other planting materials.  

Soil Testing and State Farms   

  The Soil Testing Laboratory,Keonjhar was established under the 

scheme “National Project on Management of Soil Health & Fertility 

(NPMSHF)  Under the scheme  the STL,Keonjhar has been able to analyse 

about 10,000  soil samples collected from the farmers’ fields of various 

blocks of Keonjhar district per year and also provide Soil Health cards (i.e. 

fertiliser recommendation as per  soil test result).  
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 The year-wise, schemewise soil samples tested and number of soil 

cards issued to the farmers for last four years are given below:- 

Year   Scheme               Soil samples tested & soil health card  
                  Issued to the farmers  

2012-13  NPMSHF      10000 nos.  
2013-14   NPMSHF     11500 nos. 

(Soil health campaign) 
2014-15   Non Plan (Operationalisation  15000 nos.  
   of Soil Testing Laboratory)   

2015-16   -do-        6000 nos.   

Agriculture 

Paddy 

Paddy cultivation covers an area about 1,82,500 ha. during Kharif 

season out of which more than 1,50,000 ha. are covered under high yielding 

paddy, where as more than 8,000 ha  come under hybrid rice and rest are 

local and improved varieties. Line transplantation of paddy covers about 

10,000 ha, SRI covers about 4,000 ha. In Kharif and Rabi season.65% of 

area  comes under transplanted area and rest 35% area  under 

broadcasting. Hyv paddy variety like Lalat, Nabin, Konark, Khandagiri, 

Mahanadi, Tulasi, Swarna, Pratikhya, MTU-1001, MTU-1010, CR-1018, 

Panidhan and many other varieties are grown during Kharif season. During 

Rabi season Lalat and Khandagiri & Hybrid varieties are generally  grown. 

Hybrid varieties like Ajaya, Rajalaxmi  are grown during Kharif and Rabi 

season. Scented paddy varieties like Dubraj, Kalajira, Kantakarpura, 

Geetanjali   are grown during Kharif season only. 

Wheat 

Wheat cultivation is taken up during Rabi season after harvest of paddy 

crop under irrigated condition. Sowing starts from the month of December till 

end of January and varieties like Sonalika, Kalyanisona, UP-262 are grown. 

Maize 

Maize crop is grown extensively during kharif season under rainfed 

condition in upland in all blocks and during Rabi under irrigated condition. 

Varieties like Kargil, Ganga-5, and other newly released varieties are grown. 

Sweet corn maize is also grown during Kharif season in all blocks from 

which farmers get more profit than high yielding varieties. 

Pulses 

During Kharif season pulses like Moong, Biri, Arhar, Cowpea are 

cultivated where as Moong, Biri, Kulthi, Gram, field Pea and Lentil are grown 

during Rabi season after harvest of paddy crop. Moong varieties like PDM-

16, Pusa Baisakhi, K-851, T-44, Ratila, Biri-T-9, PU-31, PU-33, Arhar-Upas-
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120, Pravat, Cowpea-SEB-2, Pusa Dofasali, Gram-JG-11, Radha, Field Pea-

T-163, Rachana are grown after harvest of paddy & maize crops. 

Oilseed 

Oilseed crops like Groundnut, Til & Niger are grown in upland during 

Kharif season. During Rabi season, Mustard, Groundnut, Sesamum, 

Sunflower and Linseed are grown after harvest of paddy crop in medium and 

low land. 

Mustard crop is grown in residual moisture after harvest of maize & 

early varieties of paddy crops. 

Groundnut varieties-AK-12-24, Smruti, Kadri, JL-24 are grown 

Til-S-14 is grown 

Mustard-M-27, JD-6, Baruna, Pusabold, YSB-9, Kalika etc are grown 

Sunflower-KBSH-11,16, Modern, Sunrise varities are grown. 

Sugarcane 

Cultivation of sugarcane is mostly confined to Anandapur Sub-Division. 

The farmers have been already used to improved varieties, viz., Co-997 & 

Co-62175. 

Jute and Mesta 

Both capsularies and olitorious types of jute are cultivated extensively 

in Anandapur sub-division. Mesta is grown on high lands throughout the 

district. JRC-212, JRO-632 varieties of jute and HC-583 variety of mesta 

have been taken up by the cultivators of the district.  

Area covered  under important crops grown in the district during2009-

10 to 14-15 are given below :- 

Type of crop     Area covered(in ha.) 

 2009-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 

Paddy 195510 181570 171460 170650 167036 168641 

Maize 27250 27800 24570 26650 24541 28110 

Wheat 1270 1460 1450 1130 1318 1140 

Pulses 75020 77820 71530 76350 79079 78806 

Oilseeds 34690 36340 36000 34340 36712 36920 

Vegetable 56190 52240 52320 51200 54126 51685 

Spices 9680 9360 9160 9150 9020 9015 

Fibre crops  4860 4300 4510 4370 3615 3149 

 Different types of vegetables are grown in the district through out the 

year. During the Kharif season, brinjal, lady’s finger, ridge-gourd, bitter-

gourd, pumpkin, beans, radish, tomato, broccoli, pointed gourd, capsicum 

are cultivated. In Rabi season cabbage, cauliflower, radish, tomato, beans, 
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brinjal and potato are grown. During  summer lady’s finger, pumpkin, bitter-

gourd,  and other leafy vegetables are cultivated in homestead lands. 

Seeds 

Different types of seeds like Paddy, Pulses, Oilseeds, Jute, Wheat are 

being sold to the farmers under subsidy through different registered seed 

dealer PACs, at different SCS and GP level.    

Productivity (Qtl./ha.) 

 The productivity of the major crops grown in Keonjhar district is given 

below:- 

    09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 

i.Paddy 21.50 16.03 25.57 25.21 15.08 30.87 

ii.Maize 14.47 17.19 14.32 17.59 21.29 20.65 

iii.Mung 4.19 4.40 3.73 5.12 3.47 3.5 

iv.Biri 3.12 4.45 4.14 4.97 2.62 3.44 

v.Arhar 9.19 9.14 8.60 9.22 9.88 10.08 

vi.Mustard 2.45 2.38 3.37 3.37 2.97 3.07 

vii.Groundnut 7.73 9.03 9.41 12.21 8.73 13.04 

viii.Niger 3.35 2.53 3.09 3.68 2.88. 2.85 

Manure and Fertiliser 

Agriculture department conducts various demonstration and gives 

subsidy to prepare vermin compost in the farmer’s field. Quantity of compost 

produced  in2013 to 2015 is given below:- 

2013-14     485000 MTs 

2014-15     490000 MTs 

2015-16     495900 MTs 

 The Soil of the district being poor in humus content and acidic in nature 

addition of adequate quantity of organic matter in terms of compost is 

necessary for better yield. Cow dung is the principal manure. Farmers  are 

using vermi compost in large scale to improve the soil fertility. In order to 

educate the farmers in preparing quality compost, Agriculture department 

conducts various demonstrations and gives subsidy 

 Table below gives consumption figures of chemical fertiliser:- 

Year Nitrogenous (in tonnes) Phosphatic (in tonnes) Potassic (in tonnes) 

Kharif  Rabi Kharif Rabi Kharif Rabi 

2011-12 4879.11 950.967 2374.02 908.644 204.83 296.670 

2012-13 4638.618 1864.616 2010.104 1778.464 560.785 371.582 

2013-14 6941.299 796.460 2770.437 803.566 700.86 463.660 

2014-15 8096.096 1209.691 4693.708 1031.428 665.666 474.932 
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Crop Diseases,Control Mechanism and Protection  

 The crops are damaged by pests and diseases. Besides, damage is 

also caused by the wild animals and birds. Paddy crop is generally attacked 

by grass hoppers, stem borers, jassids, and gall midge. Bacterial blight and 

blast are the common diseases of rice crop during the kharif season. Leaf 

eating caterpillar and aphids are generally found in maize crop. Groundnut is 

affected by tikka disease. Fruit and shoot borers and bacterial wilt are found 

in vegetable crops like brinjal, tomato etc. Aphids are the main problem of 

the mustard crop in Rabi season. 

  Agriculture department has made attempts to impress upon the 

cultivators  to use the modern technique in the agricultural practices. 

Gradually people are adopting scientific method to control different pests 

and diseases. Some stocks of pesticides and plant protection equipments 

are being supplied to the farmers in subsidised rates. 

Agriculture Farm 

   There are 4 seed multiplication farms in the district located at 

Keonjhargarh and Bhagamunda in Keonjhar sub-division, and at Sangam 

and Gohira in Anandapur sub-division. In all the farms foundation & certified 

seeds are produced and the seeds are lifted by OSSC Ltd. and OAIC Ltd. for 

further seed multiplication and sale to farmers. 

ATMA (Agriculture Technology Management Agency), Keonjhar 

 ATMA (Agriculture Technology Management Agency), Keonjhar is a 

registered society (Regd. No. Kjr- 4742-40 of 0506 dt. 10.11.15) and has 

started operating in Keonjhar district as a centrally sponsored scheme. 

“Support to State Extension Programme for Extension Reforms”  from 

2005.06. The scheme has following objectives:- 

a) To provide a common platform for all extension agencies of 

Agriculture & allied departments. 

b) To co-ordinate efforts of various line departments, NGOs, farmers’ 

organisations and allied institutions. 

c) To identify location specific needs of farming community for farming 

system development. 

d) To promote public –private partnership in Agriculture development. 

e) To strengtnghen research extension, farmers linkage in the district. 

f) To facilitate empowerment of farmers / producers through groups for 

increased participation in the crop planning & technology 

dissemination. 

g) To facilitate value addition to farm produce.  

h) To achieve sustainability in extension service. 
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Regional Research & Technology Transfer Station (RRTTS), Keonjhar 

 The Regional Research & Technology Transfer Station (RRTTS), 

Keonjhar was established in1978 to cater to the research needs of the North 

Central Plateau zone comprising Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar districts of 

Odisha 

Source: Old Gazetteer/DDA/RRTTS, Keonjhar 

Horticulture  

Introduction 

 All the Horticultural activities  were being executed through Agriculture 

department in Odisha till 1979. In 1979 a separate Directorate of Horticulture 

under Ministry of Agriculture was created at state headquarters for holistic 

development of Horticulture in all parts of the state. As such, a post of 

Deputy Director of Agriculture (Horticulture) at district level and those of 

Horticulturists at Sub-Division level with small networks of field staff like 

Gardener, Grafter, Horticulture Overseer, Junior Agriculture Officer were 

created.  

Scope for Horticulture Sector 

Over the past few years, fruit tree plantations under various 

departmental and non-departmental programmes like EAS, JRY, IJRY, IDH 

and also under ITDA scheme have been taken up by the Horticulture 

department. Farmers are getting very good return from mango crop. 

Similarly, cultivation of vegetables as well as off-season vegetables has 

proved to be quite remunerative to the farmers. In order to provide a fillip to 

the horticultural production, the district has been included for implementation 

of programmes under National Horticulture Mission, NMMI since 2005-06. 

At the time of separation of Horticulture department during 1979, 

mango plantation covered 2155 ha., banana 75 ha., citrus 295 ha. in 

Keonjhar district. Now the covered area is  mango 6161 ha., banana 243 

ha., citrus 715 ha. and papaya 80 ha. vegetable crop  covers 34137 ha. 

National Horticulture Mission 

 National Horticulture Mission was launched in Keonjhar district since 

2005-06 for integrated development of horticulture and promoting a holistic 

growth of the horticulture sector covering fruits, vegetables, protected 

cultivation structure, mulching root & tuber crops, spices, flowers and 

medicinal crops and also establish model nursery in private sector.  

RKVY 

 Rastriya Krishi Vikash Yojana was launched in Keonjhar district since 

2009-10 for integrated development of Horticulture and promoting a holistic 

growth of the Horticulture sector covering vermicompost, banana plantation, 
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vegetable minikit, establishment of honey bee nursery. Farmers are getting 

good return from vermi culture, honey bee & other programmes. 

NMMI 

 National Micro Irrigation System was launched in Keonjhar district since 

2005-06. It covers Drip Irrigation system & Sprinkler Irrigation system in 

farmers’ field for developing the fruit crops & vegetable crops. Then it 

converged to National Mission on Micro Irrigation system since 2014-15. 

MMP 

 National Mission on Medicinal Plants had been launched in Keonjhar 

district in 2009-10. It covers different medicinal crops like Aonla, Bael, 

Aswagandha, Sarpagandha & Tulasi in the farmers field.   

Irrigation 

Minor Irrigation  

 The Minor Irrigation organization (erstwhile Rural Engineering 

organization.) was created in the year 1962 under Rural Development 

department. On abolition of R.D. department  in1980, Minor Irrigation (M.I.) 

organization was brought under Irrigation & Power department. Again it 

came under R.D. department from 24.3.1990. Finally since 1996, it is under 

Water Resources (W.R) department. Minor Irrigation (Flow) takes care of 

construction, maintenance and management of irrigation projects of 

Cultivable Command Area (CCA) ranging between 40 ha. to 2000 ha. 

utilizing the surface flow. 

During the period of Rural Engineering organization i.e. by  15.6.1980 

Keonjhar MI division was maintaining 84 projects to provide irrigation to 4505 

ha. of land in Kharif and 216 ha. during Rabi. During the period from 

15.6.1980 to 24.03.1990.  24  new projects were constructed.  

In the year 1990, the   Minor Irrigation division, Keonjhar was split-up 

into two divisions namely M.I. division, Keonjhar & M.I. division, Anandapur.  

Jurisdiction of Keonjhar M.I. division, Keonjhar covers the revenue 

boundary of two civil sub divisions i.e.  Keonjhar ( 5 blocks) and champua(3 

blocks) and M.I. division, Anandapur covers  one civil sub-divisions i.e. 

Anandapur with 5  blocks. 

As on 1.4.1990 there were 108 minor Irrigation projects having 

designed ayacut of 13111 ha  and certified ayacut of 8918 ha in khariff. Out 

of the 108  MIPs 62  are completed projects,15  partly derelict projects,27  

completely derelict, and 4  ongoing projects.  

Similarly within M.I. division, Anandapur as on 1.4.1990 there   are 72 

projects having total design ayacut of  14185 hact. and certified ayacut of 
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11087.47 hect. in Khariff. Out of the 72  projects 57 are completed projects, 

1 completely derelict & 14  ongoing. Out of the above M.I.Ps, 44  are 

reservoir projects & 28  are diversion Weirs. As regards  maintenance and 

distribution of water 68 Pani Panchayats  have been formed  for 72 

M.I.Projects.  

Under Keonjhar Minor Irrigation division as on 1.1.2001 there are 113 

of M.I.Ps. having designed ayacut of 14722 ha  and certified ayacut of 10728 

ha in khariff. Out of the 113   MIPs 61  are completed projects,15  partly 

derelict projects,25  completely derelict projects and 12  ongoing projects. 

Out of the above MIPs, 88  are reservoir projects and 25  are diversion  

weirs.   

Now 86  Minor Irrigation projects are being maintained under the 

control of Keonjhar MI division  out of which 60 are completed projects, 10  

partly derelict projects, 9 completely derelict projects and 7 on-going 

projects. Out of total design ayacut 13494 ha.  irrigation is provided to 

11212.72 ha. of land during Kharif.  

After functioning of Anandapur MI division, i.e. with effect from 

01.4.1990, 4  successful large M.I. projects have been completed namely:- 

1) Jaunria M.I.project(Reservoir) across  in Jaunrianallah under 

Harichandanpur block completed in the year 1991 having design ayacut 

of 810 hac. in Khariff & 405 hact. in Rabi,  certified ayacut of 809.71 in 

Khariff & 404.86 hac.in Rabi  

2) Sapua M.I.project(Reservoir) across in Sapuanalla under 

Harichandanpur block completed in the year of 1993 having design 

ayacut of 587.00 hect.in Khariff & 283 hac.in Rabi, certified ayacut of 

523.43 hac.in Khariff 

3) Sunaghai M.I.project(Resevoir) across in Sunaghainallah under 

Hatadihi block completed in the year of 1998 having design ayacut of 

243.00 hac. in Khariff & 162.00 hac.in Rabi, certified ayacut 218.76 

hact.in Khariff. 

4) Kalimati M.I.project(Resevoir) across in Kukurkatanallah under 

Ghatagaon Block completed in the year of 1999 having design ayacut 

of 1400.00 hac.in Khariff & 440.00 hac.in Rabi, certified ayacut of 

1190.36 hac.of Khariff & 95.00 hac.in Rabi. 

As per the old practice, the farmers were not involved in maintenance of 

the canal. Hence they do not feel the canal, to be of their own. As per 

National Water Policy (1987) and State water policy (1994), it was decided to 

involve farmers in maintenance of canal after completion of the project. It 

yielded better results.  While  negotiating with the World Bank for a Mega 

Loan  under different schemes in Irrigation sector, Government of Odisha is 
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contemplating to hand over distributaries /  Minor Irrigation projects to the 

beneficiaries through their organization termed as “Water Users Association 

/ Pani Panchayat” In case of Keonjhar Minor Irrigation division, 85  

Panipanchayats have been formed against 73  M.I.Ps. by the process of 

election among the beneficiaries for the purpose of preparing the cropping 

programme, planning for maintenance of the irrigation system, regulating the 

use of water, ensuring economy in use of water, collecting water charges, 

raising resources for O & M, taking responsibility of O & M, conducting water 

budgeting and crop planning and conducting periodic social auditing. 

Now the Government in Water Resources department, Bhubaneswar 

have introduced  the Pani Panchayat Support Unit funded by (Rastriya 

Krushi Vima Yojana)R.K.V.Y. under M.I.division, Anandapur with effect from 

2014-15 and 20 Pani Panchayats have been taken up in this Scheme.   

Keonjhar district is rich in water resources. A series of check dams have 

been constructed across Aradei nallah, Sanmacchhakandana nallah and 

Bhaluka nallah and other distinct nallahs for in stream storage, ground water 

recharge, incidental irrigation during late Khariff and Rabi by storing water at 

the end of monsoon mainly through lifting devices, and other uses like 

drinking water, bathing, washing, fishing, recreation etc.  Minor Irrigation 

division, Keonjhar has taking up construction work of  318  check dams in 

different Blocks out of which 197 have been completed. 

Sanamachkandana M.I.P in Sadar block of Keonjhar district situated 

near Village Dangapani of Banspal block  and at a distance of 8 km from the 

town is a multipurpose reservoir project. This project provides Irrigation to  

972 ha in khariff, supplies drinking water to Keonjhar town and is used for 

power generation, pisciculture and as a recreational centre. 

Lift Irrigation 

The Lift Irrigation Corporation is responsible to provide Lift Irrigation 

facilities to the farmers of non-irrigated areas. Lift Irrigation projects are of 

two types, i) lifting surface water from Rivers/ nallahs. ii) lifting ground water 

from borewells/ tubewells. 

 Lift Irrigation division, Keonjhar was created on 1.8.1981. Prior to this 

Lift Irrigation activities in Keonjhar district were managed by a sub-division 

under Lift Irrigation division, Jajpur Road. Now Lift Irrigation division, 

Keonjhar has 3 sub-divisions at Keonjhar, Champua and Anandapur. 

 There were only 117  L.I.Ps upto 1981 which  increased to 593 upto 

1991, 756  upto 2001, 833  upto 2011. At present, there are 869  L.I. 

projects in 13 blocks of Keonjhar district covering an ayacut of 17706 hec. 

Presently the L.I. proejcts are maintained and managed by Pani Panchayats. 

Out of 869  L.I.Ps 422  L.I.Ps  have been handed over to Pani Panchayats.
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 Now distribution of water to the entire ayacut is being made by direct 

pumping system through underground PVC pipe line fitted with Tee 

arrangement and distribution tanks to reduce transmission loss. 

Brief Notes on Baitarani River Basin 

The River Baitarani is an important River of Odisha and is the third 

longest of the state. The River drains an area of 14218 sq.km. The 

catchment area of the basin is oval shaped. The basin area spreads into 8 

districts of the state namely Keonjhar, Bhadrak, Mayurbhanj, Jajpur, 

Kendrapara, Sundargarh, Blasore & Anugul. An area of 736 sq.km of 

Singhbhum district in Jharkhand state lies in the upper part of the basin. 

The River  originates from Guptaganga hills in Keonjhar district Odisha, 

about 2 km from Gonasika Village at an elevation of 900m at latitude 210-

31’-00” N and longitude 850-33’-00”E. The River travels a total length of 

about 360 kms before it joins the Bay of Bengal. 

District wise distribution of Baitarani Basin area is as follows:- 

District Block 

Total 
Block 
Area 
(Sq. 
Km) 

Block 
Area 
within 
Basin 
(Sq. Km) 

Block 
Area 
within 
Basin 
(%) 

Total 
District 
Area 

District 
Area 
within 
Basin 

District 
Area 
within 
Basin 
(%) 

% of 
District 
Area to 
Basin 
Area 

Balasore Khaira 244.109 15.102 6.19 3783.705 148.792 3.93 1.10 
 Oupada 425.173 2.921 0.69     
 Simulia 330.108 130.769 39.61     
Bhadrak Basudevpur 495.925 424.77 85.65 2304.852 2227.752 96.65 16.52 
 Bhadrak 306.961 306.961 100.00     
 Bhandaripokhari 253.789 253.789 100.00     
 Bonth 301.531 295.586 98.03     
 Chandabali 504.543 504.543 100.00     
 Dhamnagar 295.259 295.259 100.00     
 Tihidi 146.844 146.844 100.00     
Kendrapara Rajkanika 276.947 131.079 47.33 2595.137 161.321 6.22 1.20 
 Rajnagar 606.53 30.242 4.99     
Jajpur Binjharpur 165.289 67.017 40.55 2976.777 812.805 27.49 6.03 
 Danagadi 248.076 68.209 27.50     
 Dasarathpur 282.249 280.781 99.48     
 Jajpur 246.363 122.273 49.63     
 Korei 341.009 264.974 77.70     
 Sukinda 626.942 9.551 1.52     
Angul Pallahada 1172.73 27.257 2.32 6350.968 27.257 0.43 0.20 
Keonjhar Anandapur 588.829 588.829 100.00 8338.796 6599.822 79.15 48.95 
 Bansapal 1209.403 888.535 73.47     
 Champur 309.622 309.622 100.00     
 Ghasipura 375.673 351.527 93.57     
 Ghatagaon 695.416 695.416 100.00     
 Harichandanpur 838.903 668.701 79.71     
 Hatadihi 403.961 403.961 100.00     
 Jhumpura 516.504 516.504 100.00     
 Joda 829.656 573.32 69.10     
 Keonjhar 716.914 716.914 100.00     
 Patana 459.92 459.92 100.00     
 Saharpada 378.801 378.801 100.00     
 Telkoi 1015.194 47.772 4.71     
Mayurbhanja Bangirpasi 725.426 31.892 4.40 10446.197 3338.732 31.96 24.00 
 Jasipur 939.461 795.672 84.69     
 Kaptipada 638.771 228.80 35.82     
 Karanjia 918.781 850.507 92.57     
 Raruan 252.795 225.097 89.04     
 Sukuruli 221.521 221.521 100.00     
 Thakurmunda 1011.141 985.243 97.44     
Sundargarh Koida 790.528 161.374 20.41 9738.009 165.519 1.70  
 Lahunipada 774.773 4.145 0.53     
   13482.00   13482.00   
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Salient feature of Baitarani Basin 

SI. 

No. 

Features Unit Quantity 

1 Total Basin Area Sq km 14218 

2 Area within the state  Sq km 13482 

3 Area within other state (Jharkhanda) Sq km 736 

4 No. of Sub-Basin No 31 

5 No. of Districts covered in the state No 8 

6 Length of the River Km 360 

7 Origin of River   

 a) Latitude   210 -31’-00” N 

 b) Longitude  850-33’-00” E 

8 Average Annual Rainfall Mm 1488 

 (a) Maximum Mm  

 (b) Minimum Mm  

9 Runoff   

 a) Average Annual Runoff Mcum 7296 

 b) Peak Flood Flow Cumecs 11578 

 c) Minimum Flow Cumecs 2.14 

10 Humidity    

 (a) Maximum % 83.08 

 (b) Minimum  % 39.63 

11 Temperature    

 (a) Maximum Degree C 43.6 

 (b) Minimum  Degree C 5.1 

12 No of Completed Projects Nos 4 

 (a) Khariff Ha 114440 

 (b) Rabi Ha 21361 

13 No of Ongoing Projects Nos 2 

 (a) Khariff  Ha 34120 

 (b) Rabi Ha 23184 

14 No of Future Projects Nos. 11 

 (a) Khariff Ha 146306 

 (b) Rabi Ha 87186 

15 Ayacut area (Major & Medium) of Basin   

 (a) Khariff Ha 294866 

 (b) Rabi Ha 131731 

16 Ayacut area (Major & Medium) of Basin   

 (a) Existing  Ha 19970 

 (b) Future  Ha 54917 

17 Ayacut area (lift irrigation) of basin   

 (a) Existing  Ha 50576 

 (b) Future  Ha 2529 
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Major Tributaries of Baitarani 

River Sub-Basin 
Total Area 
Km2 

Area within 
Odisha (Km2) 

Length 
(Km) 

Take off point 

1.  Kangira 460 460 40 Haladi Pokhari 
2. Ardei 821 821 72.40 Sidha Matha 
3. Khairibandhan 1116 1116 152 Similipal R.F 
4. Deo 730 730 80 Similipal R.F. 
5. Kanjhari 500 500 60 Kanjharibani Pira 
6. Sita 500 500 26 Barabanki Hill 
7. Musal 531 531 60 Rebana R.F 
8.  Kusei 870 870 80 R. Bera R.F. 
9. Salandi 1800 1800 144 Banjhi Kusaghat 

R.F. 

List of Irrigation Projects in Baitarani Basin. 
Baitarani Basin 

Irrigation projects 

(A)Existing irrigation projects of baitarani river basin (potential created upto 03/2001) are given below:- 

SI. No. 
Name of the 

Project 

C.A. 

(km2) 

CCA 

Designed 

(ha) 

CCA 

Achieved 

(ha) 

Khariff 

(ha) 

Rabi 

(ha) 

Annual 

Irrigation 

(ha) 

Remarks 

1 Kanjhari (Medium) 360 9800 10900 10900 3590 14490 Keonjhar 

2 Remal (Medium) 100 3900 4910 4910 2500 7410 Keonjhar 

3 Salandi (Major) 674 92000 87930     

 a. Salandi Left 

Canal 

       

 i) Inside Basin    23720 13631 37351  

 ii) Outside Basin 

(in Budhabalanga) 

   22000 4549 26549  

 b) Anandapur 

Right Canal 

   42210 0 42210 11632 Ha In 

Keonjhar 

District 

4 Baitarani System 

(Major) 

1430 32700 32700     

 a) Jajpur Canal    13100 657 13757  

 b) HLC Range-III    19600 983 20583  

 Total  138400  14440 21361 135801  

(B) Ongoing Irrigation Projects of Baitarani Basin 

SI. 

No. 

Name of the 

Project 

C.A. 

(km2) 

CCA 

Designed 

(ha) 

Khariff (ha) Rabi (ha) 

Annual 

Irrigation 

(ha) 

Remarks 

1 Kanpur 

(Major) 

670 29578 24550 17155 41705 Keonjhar 

2 Deo (Medium) 292 9570 9570 6029 15599  

3 Anandapur 

Barrage 

Project 

8570 152000 144650 25000   

 a) Salandi 

Ayacut already 

irrigated 

 92000 87930 18180   

 b) Inside Basin  6200 5681 1922 7603  

 c) Outside 

Basin 

 53800 53800 4898 58698  
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Anandapur Barrage Project 

 Integrated Anandapur Barrage Project envisages construction of 

Anandapur Barrage on River Baitarani at Kumunia Village in Keonjhar 

district, a link canal to  carry irrigation water from Anandapur barrage to 

Bidyadharpur barrage, right bank canal and extension of Salandi left main 

canal. 

Anandapur Barrage Project ( Phase –II ) 

 The Anandapur Barrage Project ( Phase – II ) will irrigate a total area of 

56.720 ha in 60,000 ha of command area in Keonjhar and Balasore districts. 

 Anandapur Barrage Project ( Phase – II ) envisages the construction of 

following main components. 

1 Construction of a 491.60m long barrage across Baitarani River at 

Anandapur. 

2 Construction of 28.50 km long Baitarani left bank canal with a 

discharge of 165 cumsec taking from Anandapur barrage and 

dropping into Salandi River in the upstream of Bidyadharpur 

barrage already constructed under Salandi Irrigation project. The 

Baitarani Left bank canal will provide irrigation to a command area 

of 1200 ha in the Keonjhar district. 

3 Construction of Baitarani right bank canal of length 16.km with 10 

cusec discharge and will provide irrigation to a command of 5000 

ha in the Keonjhar district. 

4 Extension of Salandi left main canal taking off from Bidyadharpur 

barrage from RD 14.33 km to 72.712 km up to River Budhabalanga 

to irrigate an additional command of 53,800 ha in Balasore district. 

Animal Husbandry       

Animal Resources Development Department in Keonjhar is 

implementing breeding, feeding & management of Livestock & Poultry in 

scientific method in order to safe guard  the livestock from different diseases 

& provide better health coverage and breeding coverage. 

In Keonjhar  district,  the  department  had  3   Veterinary hospitals, 19   

Veterinary dispensaries  & 92   livestock aid centres in  the  year 1980-81. 

During 90’s another 22  livestock aid centres were added. Another 42 

livestock aid centres were opened during the last decade to cover 286 GPs. 

Now there are 156 livestock aid centres in the district to look after the health 

of animals. Artificial insemination is going on in 122 centres to look after the 

breeding of cattle & buffalo through frozen semen technique from 1980 

onwards. Besides  during last decade, 92   mobile  A.I. centres,48   Gomitra  
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centres, 40 OMFED A.I. centres, 32 JK TRUST  A.I. centres are  functioning 

to provide door step artificial insemination.       

Cattle and Buffaloes  

The. trend in Cattle & Buffalo population had seen a  small but  

progressive  increase   upto 20th century.  But in 21st century the population 

of the indigenous cattle & buffalos have seen a decline giving scope to 

quality & productive animals. The farmers  have taken to small animal 

holding by disposing of the unproductive animals through organized 

breeding programme offered by the department. New schemes like 

Livestock Insurance under Central Plan and National Livestock Mission have 

been introduced during last decade. 

Dairy  Development 

  The vast potential of dairy farming in employment generation & poverty 

alleviation is now well recognized. Dairy provides sustainable income round 

the year irrespective of nature of land. The increasing demand for milk gave 

rise to the establishment of OMFED plant at Anandpur during early eighties 

with 5 societies and daily collection of 200 litres of milk. Since then, there 

has been a steady increase in formation of societies in Anandpur Sub-

Division which is now considered as the dairy intensive pocket of Keonjhar 

district. At present there are 143  Milk societies and daily collection of milk 

has crossed 10,000 litres per day. Women Dairy cooperatives have been 

formed with involvement of rural women which has been a major impact on 

rural economy. 

Cattle Breeding Programme 

Keonjhar district has breedable population of 189497 cattle and 30952   

buffaloes Crossbreed 140398  indigenous cattle and 18147 buffaloes  with a 

variable distribution. The breeding policy of the state has the mandate for 

50% exotic inheritance of Jersey and Holstein and upgrading of local cows 

with improved indigenous breed like Haryana & Red Sindhi. Selective 

breeding is encouraged in buffaloes. The productivity of the CB cows with 

improved AH practices has gone up to 10 litres per day & that of Haryana 

and Sindhi to 7 litres per day.   

After the launching of NPCBB in the year, 2003 in the State, the project 

was implemented through Odisha Livestock Resources Development 

Society (OLRDS). The District Livestock Resources Development Society( 

DLRDS) has been formed in district level on 7.9.2006 to look after the health 

of animals. The achievement of artificial insemination has goneup to three 

folds from the eighties  till date.  

Sheep and Goat Development 

Black Bengal Goat  is  a  predominant  breed  of  the district which is 

most popular  for its  meat  quality & twining. The small & marginal  farmers 
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which  constitute  75 %  of  the  population  are  in  possession  of  this  goat.  

Sheep  rearing  is   localized in  blocks  like Hatadihi, Saharpada, Ghasipura 

& Jhumpura. The sheep and goat graze mainly on the common property 

resources and the production cost is almost negligible. There are around 

4.37 lakhs goats in the district, 3% per cent of the total state goat population. 

The population of sheep is 1.48 lakhs in the district. In order to meet the 

requirement of meat,  sheep & goat  rearing was the  focus  area  of poverty  

alleviation  programme  under IRDP. After   2000, the  sheep  & goat  rearing  

was  also  encouraged under  SGSY programme. Through health  services  

like   routine vaccination, deworming  & regular  health  camps, the  mortality  

has  come down. The NGO  BAIF  is  another  stake holder of  development  

programme  of  the district   in  the  areas of genetic  up gradation  &  

preventive  health  camps.  

Poultry  Development 

Poultry development in the district has taken a big leap  in the last three 

decades. Over the decades, the country birds have been replaced by 

improved variety of birds like Banaraja, Giriraja, Gramapriya, & Blackrocks 

which has increased the egg & meat production in the district. 70% of the 

poultry products and eggs are consumed in urban and semi urban areas.  

The private sector has a dominant role in commercial poultry development. 

The Government of Odisha have declared poultry as agriculture to 

encourage poultry production in the state. BPL farmers have been benefitted 

through Backyard poultry & Chick rearing units. District hatcheries have 

been set up to provide variety like Banaraja and Grampriya  day old chicks in 

subsidized rate to farmers. 

The district has a poultry population of 12.46 lakhs. There are 350  

commercial broiler farms in the district with capacity of 1000-5000  & there is 

an annual turnover of 6.20 lakhs broiler birds. Around 6.26 lakhs  indigenous 

birds are reared by  poor and backward farmers. 

Animal  Health Care 

  Preventive measures are taken by the department through vaccination 

against  diseases like HS, BQ, FMD, Anthrax  in large animals; PPR, Goat 

Pox, HS and Rabies in small animals; RD & FP in poultry. 80% of the 

livestock population is under the coverage of preventive vaccination against  

contagious diseases.  Vaccines against emerging protozoan disease like 

Theileria are now available to farmers. 13 Mobile Veterinary units are 

running in 13 blocks of the district since 2012-13 for wider coverage of 

animal health services.  District Diagnostic  

Laboratory has been established in district headquarters during 2009-

10 for disease investigation. 
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Animal  Feed  and Fodder 

Farmers are being encouraged to grow fodder plants in their field like 

Subabul, Agasti to feed their animals. After  2000, grass land and grass 

reserve programme was introduced by the Government to promote fodder 

cultivation on community pasture land. In recent years programmes like 

enrichment of crop residue, azolla cultivation are being promoted to make up 

shortage of fodder and protein supplementation. State Government and 

Central Government schemes like Rastriya Krushi Vikasha Yojana have 

been implemented for wider coverage. To improve the knowledge & skill of 

the farmers and officials on fodder promotion, training for farmers and 

departmental personnel is  conducted. 

Fisheries  

  Being a land-locked district, it is endowed with only fresh water 

resources in the form of tanks, ponds, Rivers, canals as well as MIP and 

reservoirs. Baitarani, the main River of the district along with other small 

Rivers viz. Ardei, Kusei, Samakoi, Karo, Salandi, Muhana,  also provide fish  

for livelihood of fishers. 

Water Resources  for Fisheries 

The total water resources available for  fisheries cover around 3501.15 

ha in the form of ponds and tanks which include private tanks having water 

spread area of 1380.24 ha, G.P. tanks having water spread area of 

1759.92ha and revenue tanks / institutional tanks having water spread area 

of 360.99ha. These water bodies are utilized for production of fish by 

stocking fish seeds and adopting extensive and intensive culture practices. 

 Besides culture fisheries, 4360 ha water area of Riverine and tributaries 

system, 72 ha. of swamps and bheels and 3811 ha of 23  MIPs and 

reservoirs are available for  fishing (catching fish) in the district. Out of 23 

MIPs, the fishing right for 9 MIP/reservoirs  with total area of 3540 ha is 

vested with department of Fisheries through State Reservoir Fisheries 

Policy,2003 & 2012. These water bodies are often utilized for culture based 

capture fisheries. 

 Fish is consumed as a major food item by the local people as animal 

protein. Almost 80% of the populations are fish eaters. The per capita 

consumption of fish in the district based on its internal production works out 

to be 9.00 kg per annum as against 9.31 kg. per annum at state level and 

11.50 kg recommended by ICMR.   

Departmental Fish Farms 

 In order to facilitate the Inland Aquaculture in the district and to cater to 

the fish seed demand there are 5 departmental fish farms having water area 
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12.54 ac  located at Keonjhargarh, Musakhori, Telkoi, Machhalo and 

Jhumpura which have been constructed in 1965-1985. Out of the above 5 

fish farms 2 are the only two breeding farms equipped with medium size 

Chinese circular hatchery.  In 2015, the district has produced 561 lakh 

spawn (3 days old hatchlings) which was 357.75 lakh in 2002-03 and 115.25 

lakh in 1990-91. In 2015  the district has produced 78.30 lakh fry (more than 

20 mm size)  which was 59.97 lakh in 2002-03 and 25.37 lakh in 1990-91 

from the above fish farm to meet the demand of fish farmers. 

Fish Production 

 The present level of fish production from all sources in the district is 

10,000 M.T in 2014-15 as against 7887.54 MT in 2008-09 and  5053.85 MT 

in 2001-02 as against annual demand of 15,000 M.T. The department of 

Fisheries has taken  steps to bridge the gap of demand & supply through 

horizontal and vertical expansion of the resources i.e.  water area expansion 

and raising per ha productivity of fish. In horizontal expansion of the 

resources, water bodies are being created by the farmers by availing bank 

loan and in some cases by utilizing own funds. The department provides 

subsidy incentive to the tune of 45 to 50 % developed through bank finance 

and own sources. For this subsidy assistance various schemes are 

functioning like, Fish Farmers Development Agency (FFDA), National 

Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), National Mission for Protein 

Supplement of RKVY and Commercial Agri-enterprise of State Agriculture 

Policy–2013. Under vertical expansion farmers are often adopting scientific 

technology for raising per ha productivity of fish by stocking seeds and 

applying quality fish feed, probiotics etc and taking care of fish hygiene.    

Water area Developed Since Inception 

Various schemes like FFDA, NFDB, NMPS, and MGNREGS are being 

implemented to develop water area of farmers of the district and they are 

provided with financial assistance through these schemes and technical 

assistance through FFDA (Fish Farmers Developments Agency). 

   Since inception, 997 number of beneficiaries have received Rs 90.68 

lakh as subsidy under FFDA for development of 371.128 ha water spread 

area(WSA). 

Training to Fish Farmers 

 F.F.D.A has given training to 2385 fish farmers of the district till date out 

of which 81 were SCs 1740 STs and 564 from general category. Training is 

also imparted to fish farmers under Intensive Pisciculture and Fresh Water 

Prawn culture along with demonstration under financial assistance of ATMA, 

Keonjhar in the FFS mode. 
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Co-Operative Sector 

 There are 29  Primary Fishermen Co-operative Societies (PFCS) with 

one Central Fishermen Co-operative Society in Keonjhar district.  

Group Accident Insurance Scheme (G.A.I.S) 

 Under Group Accident Insurance Scheme (GAIS), 600  fishermen were 

insured at the starting of the scheme in 2005-06 and now  14,100 fishermen 

have been insured for their lives in this district. They are entitled to get Rs 

2,00,000/- in case of accidental death or permanently disablity,  Rs 

1,00,000/- in partial disablity and Rs 10,000/- for medical treatment. 

Natural calamities, and disaster management 

Natural Calamities  

  Natural calamities like drought, moisture stress & flood   occur often in 

Keonjhar district. Different agricultural crops of Anandapur,Ghasipura & 

Hatadihi blocks are affected by occurance of flood  as the River Baitarani 

has passed through the district. 

 Drought & moisture stress are also occurring due to occurrence of 

inadequate rain during Kharif season. 

Disaster Management  

Drought, 2007-08 

 During the period 2007-08, drought situation occurred in Keonjhar 

district for which crop damage in between 50 to 75% was noticed in 

Anandapur(197 ha.),Ghasipura (74 ha.)& Hatadihi (496 ha.) totaling to 767 

ha. Compensation of crop loss was given to the farmers of 

Anandapur,Ghasipura & Hatadihi blocks as follows :- 

 i.Anandapur Block  -   Rs.14,97,000/- 
 ii.Ghasipura Block  -   Rs.5,95,000/- 
 iii.Hatadihi Block    -   Rs.63,24,000/-  

Flood, 2011 

During the month of September, 2011 due to continuous rain flood  

occurred in the River Baitarani affecting mainly Anandapur sub-division. A total 

of 11,699 houses were damaged under Anandapur, Ghasipura and Hatadihi 

block area and funds amounting to Rs.2,24,15,000/- was received and 

disbursed as house building assistance. An area of 4657.54 hec. was 

submerged in flood water affecting 14373 farmers. As a measure of relief 

towards agriculture input subsidy allotment amounting to Rs.1,36,78,000 was 

received and disbursed among the affected farmers. An area of 157.52 hec. 

was affected by sand cast due to flood and 919 farmers were affected. An 

amount of Rs.13,70,000/- was provided under sand cast assistance to the 

affected farmers.  
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Hailstorm, 2012-13 

During the period 2012-13 hail storm occurred in Keonjhar district  which 

damaged  516 ha. of paddy & 72 ha. non paddy crops  in Sadar block. 

 During the month of August 2014 due to heavy rain flood  occurred in 

River Baitarani and a total of 7289  houses were damaged due to heavy rain/ 

flood.  

Notes on damages/loss due to severe cyclonic storm ‘PHAILIN’ and 

floods thereafter. 

All 13 blocks and 4 U.L.Bs of Keonjhar district were declared as affected 

area due to very severe cyclonic storm ‘PHAILIN’ & floods thereafter.  

 In toto, 1.04 lakh people were affected by the Super cyclone “Phailin”. 

During the cyclone, one human causality  took place on 13.10.2013 due to wall 

collapse. Financial assistance given to affected people was as follows:- 

1) House building assistance--   Rs2,09,00,000/ 

2) Clothing                                    Rs5,60,000/ 

3) Utensils                                     Rs 6,00,000/ 

 29,114  people had been evacuated to 298 shelters and free kitchens 

were provided to them. Out of the above 26,314  people were provided free 

kitchen for 3 days and 2800  people were provided for one day. The number of 

affected GPs, villages and wards are 233, 1040 and 26 respectively. 

Hudhud 2014 

During the year 2013-14, the cyclonic  flood “Hud Hud” occurred.    

Blocks like Anandapur,Ghasippura,Hatadihi,Saharpada & Telkoi  suffered 

heavy loss due to sand casting.   The details of the compensation given to the 

farmers are given below :- 

 Name of the Block   No of beneficiaries   Compensation   

 1.Anandapur    5794nos.     Rs.13904891/-  

 2.Ghasipura    22219  nos.    Rs.50733906/-  

 3.Hatadihi    3703 nos.    Rs.8703398/-  

18429 ha. of Paddy area submerged in blocks Saharpada & Telkoi.  

Private houses damaged and  funds towards HBA disbursed  

Due to effect of  Hudhud, a total population of 1197 of 5 Villages under 

Anandapur tahasil area were affected, 266  houses were damaged and an 

amount of Rs.6,17,800/- was disbursed to the affected people towards house 

building assistance  
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CHAPTER-V 

INDUSTRY   

 Keonjhar is one of the premier mineral producing districts in Odisha 

whose remarkable mineral potential was almost unknown  till a century ago. 

The district now occupies a prominent place in the mineral map of the 

country. 

Iron ore formations occupy most part of the district which can be 

traced from the Jharkhand border in the north to the Jajpur  district border in 

the south.    

  In 1917, Mr Federick Dundas Whiffin  of the Bengal Trading  Co in 

Gangpur state visited  Keonjhar and brought to light the rich deposits of iron 

ores in Champua Sub-Division. In recognition of his service, the King 

granted him the prospecting license for one year for iron ores over an area 

of 93 sq miles in Champua Sub-Division.He however could not prospect 

and it was transferred to M/s Bird and Co. 

 The first mining lease of 25 sq. miles was granted for iron and manga-

nese for 30 years with effect from 1st October 1924. Actual mining and 

despatches started from 1926-27 and an amount of Rs-3,000 accrued to 

the then State in shape of royalty. During 1960, licence for 192.64 acres in 

Joda was granted to Messers Hindustan Steel Limited. 

Another mining lease over an area of 19.20 sq. miles for manganese 

exploitation in Champua was granted  to M/s. Bird and Co.for 30 years with 

effect from 15th August 1926  

There are also rich deposits of chromite,quartz,buxite,  

Iron ore is plentily available at Deoghar, Nayagarh, Dubuna, Kalimati, 

Bolani, Banspani and Chamakpur. The extraction of iron ore material is 2871 

MT. Manganese ore is plentily available at Barbil, Banspani, Chamakpur, 

Nayagarh, Bamebari, Sialijoda and Guruda. The availability of Manganese 

ore is 28.40 MT approx. Like wise Chormite and Buxite are  available   at 

Saliania, Boula and Kunra. Quartz and Quartzite are available at Champua, 

Chamakpur, Palaspal and Baliapal. The expected reserve of this material is 

approximately 14 MT. Besides,  mineral based raw materials like Dolomite, 

China Clay, Nickle ore, Vanadium Ore, Kynite Pyrophillite, Asbestos, Seep 

Stone and Gold are also available in the district. The mineral based raw 

material like vanadiferrous maganetite is available around Phulinjhorhuli 

near Nuasahi of Keonjhar district. The occurance of gold is seen at Banspal 

& Telkoi block of Keonjhar district in around at Saleikena, Sirisbahal, 

Dubulapal, Bangadiha, Odal, Gopur, Gajipur and Kusuguda. Pockets of 

China clay are available near Judia Pahar, Torani Pokhari, Arupur, Fakirpur, 

Padmakesharpur, Kakajoda, Ambuapani, Adakata and Govindpur area of 
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the district. The clay is yellowish white, gritty and occurs in all pockets.   

Soap stone is available near Dhakotha, Dalangpur, Suramundi, 

Kuladhankuni, Pithagola and Alanga area.  Dimension Stones are available 

at Palaspanga.  

There are 31  large & medium industries  in the district. Due to closure 

of mines, due to Mining scam and non-availability of raw materials like iron 

ore, most of the iron ore crushers are closed for the last three years. This 

however, is a temporary phenomenon.  

The following large scale industries are existing in the district. 

 List of Large Scale Industries of Keonjhar District  

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the 

Industries 

Location  Item of Product  Installed 

Capacity 

Project 

Cost (Rs. 

in Crores) 

Emp. 

01 M/s-TATA 

Sponge Iron Ltd. 

Bileipada Sponge Iron  

CPP 

CPP 

1250 TPD 

7.5 M.T. 

18.5 M.T. 

113 

 

25.45 

364 

02 M/s-Odisha 

Sponge Iron Ltd. 

Plaspanga Sponge Iron  

P.A. Biliette 

Power Plant 

850TPD 

1 lakh MTPA 

18 MWT 

100 

36 

615 

03 M/s-Kalinga Iron 

Works 

Matkam beda Pig Iron  

Spun Pipe 

Granulated 

Slag 

Gas based 

Power Plant 

13110 TPM 

1683 TPM 

3312 TPM 

16 MWT 

97.27 

7.30 

1463 

04 M/s-Ferro Alloys 

Plant (TISCO) 

Joda High Carbon 

FerroManganese 

3400 MTP.A. 03 391 

05 M/s-Ferro 

Manganese 

Plant (TISCO) 

Brahmanipal High Carbon Ferro 

Chrome 

50000 TPA 169.10 571 

06 M/s. Banspani 

Iron Ltd. (Sri S.K. 

Pattnaik) 

Jaribahal (Joda) Sized Iron Ore 200 TPH 6.44 36 

07 M/s. Sesagoa Ltd. 

Enterprises (Sri 

S.C. Singh) 

Dalki, Barbil Sized Iron Ore 150 TPH 14 127 

08 M/s. East India 

Minerals (Sri B.N. 

Basu) 

Belakundi Sized Iron Ore 200 TPH 16 212 

09 M/s. N.K. Bhujani 

(P) Ltd. 

Rugudi, Barbil Sponge Iron  

M.S. Ingot 

120 TPD 

4400TPM 

5 42 

10 M/s. Shree 

Metaliks Ltd. 

Loidapada, Barbil Sponge Iron  

CPP 

800 TPD  

8 MWH 

100 376 

11 M/s. Kusum 

Powermet (P) Ltd. 

Kutugaon Sponge Iron 300 TPD 15 120 

12 M/s. Grewal 

Associate (P) Ltd. 

Matkam beda 

Barbil 

Sponge Iron 400 TPD 15 120 

13 M/s. Deepak 

Steel & Power 

Ltd. 

Topadihi, Barbil Sponge Iron 300 TPD 5.21 129 

14 M/s. Rungta 

Mines Ltd. 

Karakela, Barbil Sponge Iron 500 TPD 6.16 60 
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15 M/s. Orion Ispat 

Ltd. Earlier 

named as M/s. 

Pattnaik 

Minerals(P) Ltd. 

Ramachandra pur, 

Naranpur 

Sponge Iron 180 TPD 30 51 

16 M/s. OMDC 

Sponge Iron Plant 

Dalaki, Thakurani Sponge Iron 100 TPD 13.45 65 

17 M/s. Crackers 

India Alloys(P) 

Ltd. 

Gobardhan pur Sponge Iron 200 TPD 11 110 

18 M/s.Aditya 

Sponge & Power 

(P) Ltd. 

Dubulpal,  

Telkoi 

Sponge Iron 200 TPD 15.24 140 

19 M/s.Jagannath 

Steel (P) Ltd. 

Uliburu, 

Barbil 

Sponge Iron & M.s 

Billet 

300 TPD 

8000 MTW 

30 141 

20 M/s.Shree 

Ganesh Sponge 

Iron(P) Ltd. 

Kutugaon 

Po.Malda 

Via.Jhumpura 

Sponge Iron 30.000 

MTPA 

09.99 100 

21 M/s.Hima Ispat on 

Ltd. 

Barapada / 

Guali 

Sponge Iron 300TPD 30 65 

22 M/s.Shree 

Jagannath 

Metalikes Ltd 

Khaparakhai 

Po.Palaspanga 

Sponge Iron 200TPD 10 100 

23 M/s. Pattnaik 

Steel 

Alloys(P)Ltd. 

Purunapani, Joda Sponge Iron 350TPD 35 120 

24 M/s.Deepak Steel 

Power Ltd. 

Uliburu Sponge Iron 200TPD 15.91 54 

25 M/s.Arya Iron & 

Steel Ltd. 

Matkambeda Iron Ore Pillets 1.2 Million 

TPY 

99.00 500 

26 M/s.Sumrit 

Metaliks (P) Ltd. 

Soyabali 

PoSoyabali 

 

Sponge Iron 15000 

MTPA 

5 35 

27 M/s.Jindal Steel & 

Power Ltd. 

Deojhar Mini Steel Plant 20,00,000 

MT 

3850 1000 

28 M/s.Ardent Steels Fuljhar, Suakati Iron ore, 

Pelletisation on Plant 

0.6 Million 

Tonnes 

150  265  

29 M/s. Shree  

Metaliks Ltd. 

Anra Mini Steel Plant 1.2 Million 

Tonnes 

947 500 

Pelletisation 1.2 Million 

Tonnes 

30 M/s.Brad Alloys 

Ltd. 

Murusuan, 

Polaspanga 

Sponge Iron 200 TPD 18  300 

31 M/s.MSP Sponge 

Iron Ltd. 

Haldiaguna, 

Gobardhan 

Sponge Iron  

MS Ingot 

Rolled PDTS 

180 TPD 

1600 TPM 

1850 TPM  

35 265 
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Mineral Based Industries 

 At present, 118  mineral based industries are existing in the district. 

Most of the units are running in Joda and Barbil area. 

Engineering and Metal based industry 

 At present, there are 266  light engineering units running in the district 

with total investment of 1330 Lakhs. The total employment in this sector is 

1330. 

Chemical and Allied Industries. 

 At present the status of different categories is as follows:- 

01. Chemical based      75 

02. Cement based        85 

03. Repairing & servicing sector    80 

04. Agro based      130 

05. Food based      55 

06. Electrical & Electronics   160 

07. Textile based      55 

 There are 28  stone crusher units existing in the district with total capital 

investment of 350 lakhs and employment generation of 560 workers. 

 Besides, there are 24 fly ash bricks running manufacturing units  in the 

district with total capital investment of 600 lakhs and employment generation 

of 400 persons. 

Handicrafts 

 The handicrafts in this district were  acknowledged as an important part 

of rich cultural heritage which attracts visitors from outside. Many rural 

artisans have been doing their hereditary craft and contributing to the 

economic growth of the district in particular and the state in general.  The 

handicrafts of this district have made  spectacular progress through 

modernization and technical up-gradation 

  In Handicraft  sector  craft wise information of the district is as follows:- 

Sl No. Craft Venue No of handicraft 

sartisans 

01. Stone Carving Dhakotha 150 

 Stone Carving Bhalukuma 70 

 Stone Carving Marshapal 55 (ST) 

 Stone Carving Alati 70 

02. Teracotta Bataharichandanpur 55 

 Teracotta Haladharpur 60 

 Teracotta Maliposi 30 

 Teracotta Mahadevpur 50 

 Teracotta Ukhunda 30 
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 Teracotta Fakirpur 30 

 Teracotta Tikarpada 30 

 Teracotta Tukudiha 30 

03. Paper Machie Fakirpur 55 

 Paper Machie Raikala 30 

 Paper Machie Naduan 30 

04. Applique Anandapur 50 

 Applique Ghasipura 30 

 Applique Raikala 30 

 Applique Sandhiaposi 30 

05. Paddy Craft Dihasahi 30(ST)( W) 

 Paddy Craft Kusunpur 30(ST)W 

Terracotta    

The terracotta products of Ghatagaon block are famous in the state of 

Odisha, Jharkhand and Bihar.  

 The following are some other handicrafts in Keonjhar district:- 

Stone Carving   

The stone carving products are very much appreciated inside and 

outside the country. Skill up-gradation and design development training have 

been provided to the artisans by the Director, Handicrafts & Cottage 

Industries, Odisha and NABARD. 

Bamboo Craft  

Bamboo craft is prevailing in all 13 blocks of the district. As the forest 

growth of the district is especially rich in varieties  of bamboo, this craft has 

become viable in this district. 

Paper Mache   

Paper mache is a unique craft of Odisha. Fakirpur Village of Anandapur 

block is famous for this craft. 

Jute Craft  

Moreigaon Village of Hatadihi Block is famous for Jute craft. The 

products are being sent to different parts of Odisha for sale. 

Food item(Keonjhar Badi) 

The manufacturing of Badi is a unique cottage industry with low cost 

investment and has resulted in tangible improvement in the living condition 

of the poor women. The geographical and climatic condition of Keonjhar is 

very soothing for the farming of different kind of pulses among which the 

black gram(biri) is one. It is also important in other ways as it is used to 

prepare a special kind of cake, popularly known as BADI. No preservative is 

required to be used for its storage. For its special type of natural fragrance, 
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Badi has penetrated into international market. It has occupied the status of 

micro units in the district. 

Looking at the popularity of “Kendujharee Badi”, the ORMAS  has come 

forward to give financial support for development of products and packaging 

units. The district administration has taken initiative to establish “Badi” 

projects and packaging of units in a cluster manner and also to mechanise 

its production. The project has started its production at Village Tentulinanda. 

Presently, about 20 SHGs are engaged in Badi making in the district. All 

members of SHGs have been given basic orientation and skill up gradation 

training under the assistance of DRDA, Keonjhar and NABARD. A federation 

of SHGs has been formed under direct supervision of ICDS, Keonjhar.  

Marketing tie up of packaged “Badi” has been made with Reliance Fresh & 

Big Bazaar at Bhubaneswar & Cuttack to create extensive marketing 

facilities. 

Mining Activities 

 For Mining operations, 118 mining leases have been granted for Iron 

ore, Manganese ore, Chromite ore, Quartize ore and Phyrophilite etc.in 

favour of different private parties and public sector undertakings following the 

act and rules of MM(D&R) Act, 1957 & M.C. Rules 1960. Out of those, 52  

are  Iron ore leases, 36.  Iron ore & Mn. leases, 15  are  Manganese leases, 

1  Iron & Dolomite lease, 7  Quartz, Quartzite and Pyrophyllite leases, 6 

Chromites leases, 1  Asbestos and Pyroxenes lease. 

The production of iron ore was not  encouraging due to lack of market 

and industries upto early 1990’s.  Demand for steel started growing in the 

national and international market by the end of the century and beginning of 

the 21ist century and mining picked up.   

In the pre-independence era, the mineral administration in Keonjhar 

district was under the administrative control of Revenue deptt. which 

continued up to 1955.  The mineral administration was taken over by the 

Mining & Geology department (Now Steel & Mines deptt.) with its office at 

Barbil which has been subsequently shifted to Joda in the year, 1964. The 

jurisdiction of this office was spread over  the entire district and Bonai sub-

division of Sundargarh district. After 1962, the jurisdiction was confined to 

Keonjhar district until 1979 when a circle Mining Officer at Keonjhar was 

opened. For smooth movement of minerals, the State Government in Steel & 

Mines department have promulgated the Act namely Odisha Minerals 

Prevention of Theft & Smuggling (OMPT) Act 1989. The objective of the said 

act is to curb the clandestine  operation & theft of mineral. The act has been 

revised in 2007 
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      Joda Mining circle plays a vital role in collection of revenue to the state 

amounting to more than 40%.  Yearwise collection from 2012-13 is given 

below  

2012-13  Rs 2655,81,21,887. 

2013-14  Rs 2528,45,65,691 

2014-15  Rs1867,07,35,976 

 For easy identification of lease areas and also to avoid dispute of 

overlapping of lease area in the field, Government have decided to 

demarcate all lease areas through DGPS survey by ORSAC. Accordingly 

DGPS survey of lease areas in Keonjhar district is in progress.  

 Due to heavy industrialization (Iron based), Government   decided to 

operate an office of Asst. Director of Factories & Boilers in Keonjhar district  

in 1995. In Keonjhar district, 202  factories have been established till date 

out of which 12  factories are having their captive power plant. The list of the 

12 captive power plants are as follows :- 

   Sl. No. Name of the Industry             Generating      Capacity Status 

1. M/s. Pattnaik Minerals Pvt. Ltd. 2 MW  Running 

2. M/s. Odisha Sponge Iron Ltd. 60 MW  Closed 

3. M/s. Jagannath Industries Ltd. 10 MW  Running 

4. M/s. Ganesh Sponge Iron Ltd. 0.5 MW  Closed 

5. M/s. Pattnaik Steel & Alloys  15 MW  Running 

6. M/s. Tata Sponge Iron Ltd.  25 MW  Running 

7. M/s. Jindal Steel & Power Ltd. 9 MW  Closed 

8. M/s. IDCOL Kalinga Iron Ore Works 3 MW  Closed 

9. M/s.Shree Metalick Ltd.  30 MW  Running 

10. M/s.Deepak Steel & Power  30 MW  Closed 

11. M/s.Deepak Steel & Power  10 MW  Closed 

12. M/s.KJS Ahluwalia Steel & Power Dvn.30 MW  Running 

Source: Asst. Director, Factories & Boiler / GM,DIC, Keonjhar 

Power( NESCO Utility) 

Administration   

  Initially Keonjhar division started from Joda in the year 1979 consisting 

of 4 Sub-Divisions i.e. Keonjhar, Joda, Champua & Anandapur  under 

administrative control of Jajpur Road Circle. During the year 1986 a new 

division was created at Anandapur separating it from Keonjhar division with 

3 sub-divisions. Subsequently in the year 2009, Keonjhar division was again 

bifurcated into two divisions namely Keonjhar & Joda  with creation of two 

new sub-divisions i.e. Barbil and Turumunga. A Circle office was  created at 

Keonjhar separating it from Jajpur Road circle. The newly created Keonjhar 

Electrical Circle has the administrative control ove 3 divisions i.e. 
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(1)Keonjhar Electrical division, (2)Joda Electrical division and (3)Ananadapur 

Electrical division with 9  sub-divisions.  

Power System  

 Initially Keonjhar sadar, Joda, Barbil, Champua, Patna, Banspal, Telkoi, 

Ghatgaon & Harichandanpur blocks were availing power from Joda Grid, 

similarly Anandapur & Ghasipura blocks from Jajpur Road Grid, Hatadihi 

block from Bhadrak Grid & Saharpada block from Rairangpur Grid. During 

1983  a new Grid functioned at Polaspanga and power supply was 

separated for Keonjhar, Patna, Telkoi, Banspal, Ghatgaon, Harichandanpur, 

Champua & Jhumpura blocks. A new Grid  functioned at Anandapur in the 

year 2010 and power supply   was provided for Anandapur & Ghasipura 

blocks. Lastly in the year 2014 another Grid started functioning at Barbil for 

Barbil municipality and its peripheral area. 32  new 33/11KV sub-stations 

under ODSSP scheme are under construction   

Village Electrification  

 Initially in the year 1981, 1742 Villages were declared electrified. Now 

1981 Villages  are electrified out of 2132 Villages after implementation of 

RGGVY and BGJY scheme. Presently the consumer strength of Keonjhar 

district is 223503  including 116254 BPL in RGGVY-I and BGJY. Further in 

RGGVY-II, DDUGJY, IPDS & BGJY etc. another 60,000 BPL household 

consumers will be added in the system. 

Renewable Energy 

 The OREDA RE cell in Keonjhar district has been functioning with 

effect from 1984 under administrative control of PD, DRDA for creating 

awareness and disseminating the use of different renewable energy devices/ 

programmes to meet the future demand of energy and to provide clean 

energy to every household.  

Handloom & Textile 

 The Handloom Industry in Keonjhar district has occupied a unique 

place for production of coarse  cotton saree, napkin, lungi, bedsheet & 

tassar products i:e tassar saree, gamucha, kantia, chadar in Anandapur & 

Fakirpur area. Near about 2000 weavers are engaged in handloom activities. 

In fact, all the members of each weaver household are engaged  in the pre-

loom and post-loom activities. In order to attract others to adopt the 

Handloom weaving profession as their livelihood, a series of developmental 

and welfare programmes are launched by Central Government as well as 

Government of Odisha.  

 The following programmes are implemented for development of 

handloom weavers in Keonjhar district. 
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Promotion of Handloom Industries (PHI)  

Under this programme, the renovation/ construction of godown, sale 

outlet, dyeing units is taken up. Over and above, the weavers are being 

supplied with modernized looms and  imparted capacity building training. 

Raw material banks are set up in different clusters.  

Margin Money  

A sum of Rs.2000/- is provided to the weaver as margin money towards 

seed money or working capital of the weaver. This will enable the weaver to 

rotate the amount for production activities. 

Exposure Visit 

Funds under this scheme are provided for exposure visit of weavers to 

different developed weaving areas.  

Mini Exhibition 

To Promote the sale of handloom fabrics mini exhibitions are being 

organized on different occasions in the district in particular and state in 

general. 

Centrally Sponsored Programme 

Under this programme, the following schemes are being implemented 

by the department viz. integrated handloom development scheme (IHDS), 

revival/ reform and reconstructing of PWCS for handloom sector (RRR) 

package.  

Insurance Weavers credit Card. 

Under Weavers Welfare Scheme support is being provided to the 

weavers under LIC and Health Insurance Scheme. 100% premium is 

provided by State Government.  

Mahatma Gandhi Bunker Bima Yojana (MGBBY) 

Under this programme,  weavers within the age group of 18 to 59 years 

are insured for their life at a nominal contribution of Rs.80/- only. The 

balance amount is being provided by  the Centre.  

Sikshya Sahayoga Yojana (SSY) 

Under SSY programme, LIC gives a stipend of Rs.1200/- per year to 

the children  reading in Cl-IX to Cl-XII of the enrolled weaver.  

Health Insurance Scheme (HIS) 

Under HIS  health insurance facilities are provided to the weavers and 

their families (within the age of 1 day to 80 years) in which the company 

bears the cost of medical treatment to the tune of Rs.15,000/- per year per 
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health card. Maximum 4 persons of a family can be covered under this 

programme.  

Weavers Identity Card 

The Government have decided to give photo identity card to the 

persons engaged in weaving and allied activities in handloom sector for their 

easy identification and implementation of different welfare schemes. Under 

this programme, 10% price subsidy under hank yarn is provided.  

IT Sector  

 The DIC is responsible for development of  IT sector by  imparting skill 

development training in Computer like basic knowledge on computer,  

computer application and  hardware. After successful completion of the 

training, the loan proposals are being sponsored to the different financial 

institutions for establishment of Computer Centre/ IT, KIOSK. Till date, the 

DIC has promoted 20  computer institutions / cyber cafés in this district 

which are running successfully. 

National Informatics Centre ( NIC)  “ NIC NET” 

"Informatics-led-development" programme of the government has been 

spearheaded by NIC to derive competitive advantage by implementing ICT 

applications in social & public administration. The following major activities 

are being undertaken:- 

Setting up of ICT Infrastructure 

Implementation of National and State Level e-Governance projects 

Products and Services 

Consultancy to the Government Departments 

Research and Development 

 National Informatics Centre District Unit, Keonjhar 

The National Informatics Center, district unit in Keonjhar became 

operational during the year 1988 and with the installation of Micro Earth 

Station (MES) on 30th March, 1989, the district became NICNET Node. A 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed between 

Government of Odisha and National Informatics Center for proper co- 

ordination. As per the Memorandum of Understanding, Committees at state 

and district level are set up for better co-operation and performance. NIC 

District Co-ordination Committee (NDCC) at the district level, is Chaired by 

the Collector and District Informatics Officer is the Member Secretary.  

          The activities in the National Informatics Center, district unit follow a 

planned approach and can be broadly divided into following categories : 

1. Activities which cater to the specific needs of the district 

administration.  
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2. National level activities which tie up the district with the national frame 

work of development.  

3. The effective of use of NICNET as an efficient communication 

infrastructure for data and message inter change. Organising training  on 

computer awareness and data entry for user departments.  

Implementation of various e-Governance projects of Central and State 

Governments in the district. 

          Since its set up in 1988, the National Informatics Center, district unit 

has been successful in propagating and integrating the science & culture of 

informatics with the working of district administration. 

OSWAN (Odisha State Wide Area Network) 

The objective of OSWAN is to create a state wide area network that will 

improve government efficiency through connectivity. The Odisha State Wide 

Area Network (OSWAN) would serve as the backbone network for data, 

video and voice communications throughout the State which includes district 

headquarters (DHQ) Keonjhar and 13 block headquarters (BHQ) in Keonjhar 

district. 

Bandwidth Details 

Path Present Status Future Provision 

SHQ to DHQ 2 Mbps 8 Mbps 

DHQ to BHQ 2 Mbps 4 Mbps 

Internet 10 Mbps Already upgraded from 4 Mbps to 10 Mbps 

OSWAN connectivity has further extended as  Horizontal Connectivity  

to different offices like all Tahasil offices, DRDA, District Registrar /Sub 

Registar Offices, District Hospital/Community Health Centres, Municipality 

Offices, District Treasury/Sub Treasury. 

Hotel and Hospitality Industries 

 Due to growth of industrial units and various tourism spots like Bada 

Ghaghara, Sana Ghagara, Sitabinj, Gonasika, Murga Mahadev, Bhimkund 

etc.in Keonjhar district the population is growing day by day, so there is an 

increasing trend for hotel and hospitality  to grow to meet the demand of 

Tourists. At present 15  Hotel & Hospitality Industries are running in the 

district like M/s. Hotel Prachi, Barbil, M/s.Hote Baidyanath, Joda, M/s. Akash 

Hotel Valley, Barbil, M/s. Shrikshetra International, Keonjhar, M/s. Hotel 

Smita, Barbil, M/s. Maa Yatri Niwas, Upardiha, M/s. Hotel Lucky India, 

Barbil, M/s. Hotel Bicky, Barbil, M/s. World Business Hotel, Serenda, M/s. 

Hotel Devi, Keonjhar, M/s. Hotel Pratik, Barbil, M/s. Hotel Ankita, Keonjhar, 

M/s. Hotel Karrow, Barbil, M/s. Hotel Sakhee Holiday Home, Champua and 

M/s. Maa Tarini Hotel, Bhadrasahi. 
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Industrial Relations and Labour Laws 

    The term“Industrial relations” commonly denotes employee- employer 

relations in both organised and un-organised sectors of the economy. It can 

be viewed from various angles which may range from economic and social, 

political to the legal, psychological and managerial. Industrial relations 

basically depend upon the labour management system.  

The problems of labour management did not arise when business 

organisations were small. These developed only when large aggregations of 

people came to work together under one roof in one organisation. 

Basically, the labour class people are illiterate and are unaware of the 

rules/ laws made by the Government  as a result of which, the employers 

exploit them by violating the provisions of the labour laws such as non- 

payment of wages, less payment of wages, not providing welfare amenities, 

engaging child labour, not paying equal remuneration to male and female 

workers for equal work etc. Hence, to protect the interest of working class 

and to protect them from being exploited by the employers, the district labour 

machinery is functioning in the district since 1967 bothin the state  and the 

central  spheres. 

The primary responsibility of the labour machinery is implementation of 

various labour laws like- Minimum Wages Act, 1948, Payment of Wages Act, 

1936, Equal remuneration Act, 1976, Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, Odisha 

Shops and Commercial Establishments Act, 1956, Contract Labour (R&A) 

Act, 1970, Child Labour (P&R) Act, 1986, Inter State Migrant Workmen (RE 

& CS) Act, 1979, Building and Other Construction Workers (RE & CS ) Act, 

1996. 

Trade Unionism 

  Trade Unions have become permanent features of the industrial 

society. National level Trade Unions have been formed backed by political 

parties like Congress and Communists. BJP has also entered into the area. 

They articulate the problems of the labourers and help in the determination 

of principles, philosophy, ideology and purposes of the unions and give 

some sense of direction to the otherwise scattered and isolated  unions  

As per the available records, there are 22  registered trade unions 

operating in the district. Generally, the workers of registered factories and 

mines have formed trade unions to safeguard their interest. All these trade 

unions are affiliated to different All India Trade Union organisations like- 

INTUC, AITUC, BMS, HMS, CITU   
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Labour Welfare 

  The importance of labour welfare was recognised in 1931, when the 

Royal Commission on Labour stated that labour welfare may be regarded as 

a wiser investment towards bringing a profitable return in the form of greater 

efficiency. It covers the social security and other activities such as medical 

aid, creche, canteen, recreation, housing, adult education, rest- shed, 

drinking water and arrangements of transport of labour to and from the work 

place etc. The Government of India have laid down certain provisions for 

labour welfare under different labour laws like- The Factories Act, 1948, The 

Mines Act, 1952, The Contract Labour (R & A) Act, 1970, The Inter State 

Migrant workmen (RE& CS) Act, etc.  

There is  Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY), being implemented 

in Keonjhar district through the insurance company, New India Assurance 

Co. Ltd. Through this Yojana, the beneficiaries can avail of  medical 

assistance upto Rs. 30, 000/- per family. 

 



138 

CHAPTER-VI 

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 

In the olden days, the Village money-lenders, namely sahukars, 

mahajans and mahantas constituted the main bulk of the indigenous 

bankers. Agricultural finance in the shape of paddy loan was given by the 

indigenous bankers, notable among them were the temple Amars. These 

temple Amars played an important role in the field of rural credit and charged 

interest at the rate of 37.5 per cent annually. The Village money-lenders 

were lending money to the needy people at an exorbitant rate of interest 

which differed from place to place. They lent money against pledge of gold 

ornaments, silver ornaments, land, household utensils, agricultural 

implements or standing crops in the field. The crop in the field was usually 

bought by the money-lender himself during the harvest time at a nominal 

rate and the price was adjusted against the loan including the interest. The 

Kabuliwallas were also found lending money to the poor Village folk as well 

as the workers in the industrial areas. Sometimes, loans were advanced 

clandestinely and dubious ways of collection of arrears were adopted by the 

money-lenders. During the Durbar rule, a portion of the credit requirements 

was met from the State exchequer. Taccavi loans were given to the 

agriculturists at the time of their need but it was too meagre compared to the 

requirements. 

 In recent years service co-operative societies, credit co-operative 

societies, marketing societies and banks have entered into the field with the 

aim to advance paddy loan and cash loan to the needy people. The first 

institutional banking organisation came into existence in the district on the 

18th April 1950 with the inauguration of the Keonjhar Central Co-operative 

Bank, Ltd. 

An economic survey conducted by the Government of Odisha in 1954-

55 revealed the indebtedness of the cultivating families. The survey took into 

account only those loans which remained undischarged at the time of 

survey. Loans which were fully paid during the year of survey were not taken 

into account. The survey indicated that debts were incurred for family 

consumption which accounted for 63.90 per cent. To meet the expenditure 

on social ceremonies and litigation, 24.56 per cent of the total debt was 

incurred. 

These alone accounted for 88.46 per cent of the total debt of the farmers 

which were distinctly burdensome. Of the total debt, 11.54 per cent was 

incurred for various productive purposes, of which 9.06 per cent accounted 

for expenditure on cultivation, 0.95 percent for purchases of land and 

bullocks, and 1.53 per cent for investment business. In As regards the 

source of credit, the chief source was the money- lender. The data showed 
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that 96.99 per cent of the total amount of debt was obtained from money-

lenders, some of them professional and  others, agriculturists. On certain 

occasion, some farmers secured loan either from Government or from other 

sources, but this constituted only 3.01per cent. (Economic Survey of 

Odisha,1954-55 by Prof Sadasiv Misra). 

In recent years, a number of co-operative societies and banks have 

accelerated their activities. But the influence of private money-lenders has 

not yet been fully eliminated.  Paradoxically, the money- lenders exploit the 

tribal people  and  yet enjoy the confidence of the borrowers. The fact is that 

they are easily appraochable, secondly the borrowers  have not to suffer 

from the perils of monstrous red-tapism; thirdly, sometimes the money-

lenders advance loan without any landed security and so the borrowers have 

no fear of attachment of property. 

The private money- lenders and financiers  now operate under severe 

restrictions imposed by the Odisha Money-lenders Act, 1939 and the Odisha 

Money-lenders Amendment Act, 1975. By these Acts, the money-lender is 

required to register himself and obtain licence for carrying on business. 

Prior to nationalization of Banks in, 1969, there were only 2 commercial 

banks i.e. State Bank of India and Bank of Baroda in the district.  Bank  of 

India was assigned the job of Lead Bank of the district.  The Bank of India 

established its first branch at Keonjhar on 30th June, 1971.  Then  the United 

Commercial Bank opened the first branch at Baliparbat on 30th December, 

1975.  Now all the public sector banks (except Bank of Maharastra and 6 

associates of SBI)  have  118 number. of bank branches covering all the 

block head quarters and important trade and commercial centers of the 

district. Bank of India, the Lead Bank of the district has 40 branches followed 

by SBI with 24 branches.  

One Regional Rural Bank (RRB) i.e. Baitarani Gramya Bank  which was 

later  known as Odisha Gramya Bank also has a  good network in the district 

with 48 branches in almost all corners of the district.  Apart from that 6 

private Banks namely Indussind Bank, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank with 4 

branches each, Axis Bank with 3 branches, Kotak Mahindra Bank with 2 

branches and ING Visya Bank with one branch are functioning in the district.  

Thus as in 2015 the number of commercial bank branches operating in the 

district is 184 (166 public sector  + 18 private sector banks) 

 The total deposits and advances as  in June 2015  were Rs.6641.69 cr. 

and Rs.2829.95 cr respectively.  Out of total advances of Rs.2829.65 cr, the 

priority sector advance was Rs.1350.36 cr including advances to agriculture 

sector amounting Rs.739.14 cr. 

 The Keonjhar Central Co-operative Bank Ltd was established on the 

18th April,1950 with head quarters at Keonjhar.  It has 15 branches covering 
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all block head quarters.  Besides, there are 16 nos. of LAMPS and 25 nos. of 

SCS and 17 mini banks functioning under the control of KCCB Ltd. in the 

district. 

 A  major  technological development in banking sector is the adoption 

of the Core Banking Solution (CBS).  CBS is the step towards enhancing 

customer convenience through, any-where, any-time banking.  The adoption 

of CBS has led to various technical products like NEFT, RTGS, Mobile 

Banking, Internet Banking, ATMs, Electronic clearing Service (ECS) etc. As 

on 30.6.2015 there are 205 ATMs (Automated Teller Machine)  funtioning in 

the district covering the rural as well as semi-urban centers. 

Banking facility availed by Total Households 

In this district, the total Housholds are 406629 out of which 349736 are 

of in Rural area and 56893 are in Urban area. All the Households are 

availing  of canking facilities. 

Predominant Economic Activities  

 Agriculture is the main economic activity in the district followed by 

mining and quarrying activities. Collection of minor forest produce, making of 

sal leaves plates/cups etc. are the economic activities of people living in hilly 

tracts. Goat rearing has also gained momentum due to wide spread 

financing of Goatery scheme under SGSY / ITDA etc. Tertiary activities have 

also gone-up in semi-urban/rural areas. 

 The climatic condition of the district is suitable for vegetable cultivation 

and plantation crops. A good number of NGOs / farmers’ clubs are acting as 

facilitator between the government and people. 

  Of late, transportation of minerals from the district to various export 

points has engaged a good number of transport operators in the business. 

Ancillary business viz.automobile repairing shops, fuel filling stations and 

motor parts  have attracted the new generation business men. 

Rural Self Employment Training Institute (RSETI) 

A Rural Self Employment Training Institute (RSETI) was opened in the 

district  on 23rd March 2009. The institute is named Star Sworojgar 

Prasikshyan Sanstan (SSPS) in line with the STAR heritage of Bank of India, 

the Lead Bank of the district. Basic and skill development  training in 

different income generating activities ( mostly key activities in OLM scheme ) 

are being imparted at this institute.  There is continued effort to upgrade the 

course contents looking into the both present and future entrepreneurial 

needs of the district. Now the RSETI is fully residential. The Institute has 

been successfully  conducting courses for the self employment of rural 

youths.Since its inception, it has imparted training 2420 rural youths out of 

which women trainees are 1561. Out of these trainees 1809 have been 

settled in employment. The percentage of settlement is 74%.  
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Financial Inclusion 

 Financial Inclusion is delivery of banking services, at an affordable cost, 

to the vast section of disadvantaged and low income groups.  As banking 

services are in the nature of public good, it is essential that the availability of 

banking and payment services to the entire population without discrimination 

is the prime objective of public policy. 

Government of India and Reserve Bank Of India have taken series of 

measures in this regard. Banking system has also taken a number of steps 

for financial leveraging technology. 

  There are two Financial Literacy & Credit Counseling Centres (FLCC) 

functioning very effectively in the district. One FLCC is functioning in RSETI, 

premises under the supervision & control of Bank of India, Keonjhar zonal 

office, and the other one is being managed by Odisha Gramya Bank (OGB), 

regional office, Keonjhar, under the control, supervision & support of 

NABARD. 

The list of Credit Institutions in Keonjhar District with number of 

branches is given below:- 

Sl 
No. 

Name of the Bank Total No.of 
Branches 

Of which 
Rural Semi-Urban 

01. Bank of India 40 33 07 
02. State Bank of India 24 17 07 
03. Bank of Baroda 07 03 04 
04. Union Bank of India 05 03 02 
05. UCO Bank 04 01 03 
06. Central Bank of India 03 01 02 
07. Allahabad Bank 02  02 
08. United Bank of India 03  03 
09. Andhra Bank 04 01 03 
10. Punjab National Bank 04  04 
11. OBC 02  02 
12. Syndicate Bank 02  02 
13.  Canara Bank 05 01 04 
14.  Indian Bank 03  03 
15.  Indian Overseas Bank 03  03 
16.  IDBI Bank 03  03 
17.  Dena Bank 01  01 
18.  Corporation Bank 02  02 
19.  Vijaya Bank 01  01 
20. Indus Ind. Bank 04 01 03 
21.  ICICI Bank 05 01 04 
22.  HDFC BANK 04  04 
23.  AXIS BANK 03  03 
24.  Kotak Mahindra Bank 02  02 
25.  ING Vasya Bank 01  01 
26.  Odisha Gramya Bank 48 42 06 
27.  Keonjhar DCCB 15 * 10 05 
28.  CARD Bank 03 01 02 
29.  O S F C 01  01 
 TOTAL 204 115 89 

Besides the above 16 nos. of LAMPS and 25 nos. of SCS and 17 mini 

banks are functioning under the control of KCCB in the District. 
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Position of ATM In Keonjhar District 

Total number of 205 ATMs are provided by different banks in the district 

from which 83 are working in urban areas and 122 are in rural areas. The on 

site  number of ATMs is 105 and that of off site is 100. 

Banking at a Glance in Keonjhar District  As On 30.06.2015 in detailed 

below:- 

1 a) Rural branches 115 

b) Semi urban /Urban Branches 85 

2 Total Deposit ( in '000)  66413900 

3 Total Advances (in '000) 28299465 

4 Total Business (Deposit + Advance)(in '000) 94713365 

5 Credit Deposit (CD) Ratio (%) 42.61% 

6 Total PS Advances ('000) 13503641 

7 % of PS Advance to Total Advance 47.72% 

8 Agriculture Advance ('000) 7391399 

9 % of Agrl Advance to Total Advance 26.12% 

10 MSME Advance 6928149 

11 % of MSME to Total Advance 24.48% 

12 Advance to Weaker Section ('000) 4598298 

13 % of Advance to weaker section to PS Adv 16.25% 

14 Total DRI Advance ('000) 11598 

15 % of DRI Advance to Total Advance  0.04% 

Micro Credit 

 Micro Credit is the supply of credit to poor people like landless 

labourers, petty traders, artisans & other persons of very small means. 

These people do not depend upon money lenders for their immediate credit 

needs as they find it easier to avail of bank loans. 

  These poor people are organised into Self Help Group (SHG), they  

save, and borrow from banks and improve their economic conditions which 

provide social empowerment to fight socio economic injustice meted to them 

for decades. 

 Micro Credit is defined as the provision of thrift / credit & other financial 

services and products of very small amount (upto Rs. 50,000/-) to the poor in 

rural / semi-urban / urban areas for enabling them to raise their income level 

& improve living standards. 

In 1992, NABARD launched a pilot project to form Self Help Groups 

and provide bank finance to them. 

  12353 self help groups are functioning in the district. The block-wise 

figure of these SHGs are Anandapur 821, Banspal 597, Champua 1140, 
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Ghasipura 1117, Ghatagaon 1116, Harichandan Pur 832, Hatadihi  1046, 

Jhumpura 863, Joda 775, Sadar 1284, Patna 966, Saharpada 993, Telkoi 

1003. 

Life Insurance Corporation of India 

 With the nationalization of the Insurance Companies, a sub-office of the 

Life Insurance Corporation of India was opened at Keonjhar on the 13th 

November, 1958.  Subsequently, in 1963, the sub-office was closed as  

sufficient business was not secured.  But a Development centre under the 

control of an Assistant Branch Manager functioned at Keonjher under the 

administrative control of the Branch Manager, Baleswar.  In 1973,  a sub-

office was opened again which was raised to the status of a branch office in 

1975 under the control of a Branch Manager.   

At present, a second  branch of LIC has been opened at Barbil.  There 

are also 3 sub-offices in operation at Anandapur, Joda and Clia (Keonjhar).  

The number of policy holders has gone-up to 274577.  Now many private 

players are in the fray in the life insurance sector.  New business generated 

was to the tune of 22680,21603,23801,23664 & 15416 in the years 2010-

11,2011-12,2012-13,2013-14,& 2014-15 respectively and premium amount 

received was Rs.13.80cr, Rs.12.60 cr, Rs.13.68 cr, Rs.14.30cr and Rs. 

16.20cr.  The premium collection  now a days is done under difference 

channels i.e. Premium collection point, Bank ATMs, ECS mode and online 

payments. 

General Insurance Corporation of India 

In the district, all four General Insurance Companies, viz; the Oriental 

Insurance Company Ltd (3 branches), the National Insurance Companies 

Ltd (3 branches),the New India Assurance Company Ltd (2 branches) and 

United India Insurance Co. Ltd (One branch) are functioning.  These are 

subsidiary companies of General Insurance Corporation of India and are 

doing insurance on fire, marine transit, motor, engineering, PA, health, NC, 

burglary, rural insurance and other misc. insurance. 

The Oriental Insurance Company Ltd. has generated 17321, 15584, 

17256, 15642 & 16234 number of policies in the years 2010-2011,2011-

2012,2012-2013,2013-2014 & 2014-2015 respectively in which the total 

amount of premium collected was Rs.49.45 cr.    The break-up of business 

taken up by the National Insurance Co. Ltd is 12215, 11981, 14120, 9675 & 

9472 policies during the years 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-

2014 & 2014-2015 respectively which collected premium amount is Rs.31.90 

cr.  The break-up of business by New India Assurance Co. Ltd. is 3852, 

5514, 7021 and 4591 during the year 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14,  

respectively which collected total premium of Rs.28.56 cr.   
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Weights and Measures 

Prior to the introduction of the metric system the unit weight in common 

use in the district was the seer of 80 tolas.  The common measure of volume 

was mana in all transactions of rice, paddy and other food grains.  For 

measuring length, hatha, gira, yard, foot and inch were in use. The local land 

measurement was 16 biswas equal to one gunth, 25 gunths equal to one 

mana and 20 manas equal to one bati in lower Keonjhar, comprising mostly 

the Anandapur sub-division. In upper Keonjhar, comprising mostly the 

Keonjhar and Champua sub-divisions, the same measurements were in 

force but here 20 gunths were equal to one mana. 

Now land measurements are in feet and yard.  The sale / purchase of 

land are in acres and decimals.  The area of land in registration deed and 

pattas is mentioned in acre and decimals.  Apart from the unit of feet and 

yard for land measurement, the matric system i.e. meter/centimeter is also in 

use. 

With a view to overcoming  these anomalies, the matric system of 

weights and measures i.e. gram, metre, litre was enforced as all India 

standard from 1st April 1962.  Initial difficulties were experienced by the  

consumers and the traders, but after regular practice, the system is now 

functional.  After introduction of matric system, the jewellery  stores started 

the use of digital weighing balance machine.  But now the digital weighing 

machines are being used by all types of traders.  

Cooperative Credit and Cooperative Banks 

  The Keonjhar Central Co-operative Bank Ltd, Keonjhar, one of the 17 

district Central Cooperative Banks in Odisha, covering the revenue district of 

Keonjhar, was established on 9.05.1950. The Bank was granted license by 

the Reserve Bank of India on 20.4.1982 under Section– 22(I) read with 

section 56(O) of B.R.Act.1949 (A.A.C.S.). Until 1980, the main thrust area of 

the Bank was  to cater to the credit requirements of its affiliated societies and  

provide crop loan to the farmer members.  After that,the  bank started   

diversifying its activities by way of opening of new branches in potential 

areas to mobilize substantial deposits. The bye-laws of the Bank were 

amended in the year, 1991 to facilitate enrolment of individual and corporate 

houses as nominal members to finance non-agricultural loans. At present, 

out of 103 active affiliated societies of the Bank, 17 are LAMPCS and 27 are 

Service Cooperative Societies. 

 Apart from Head Office at Keonjhargarh, the Anandapur branch was 

opened on 1.6.1965 and now the bank has 15  branches covering the entire 

district including one Women branch at Keonjhargarh to cater to the needs 

of women only.  
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 The bank is playing a pivotal role in providing crop loan to the farmers 

of the district by covering more than 75% of the requirement of the district. 

The bank has disbursed crop loan of Rs.26281.13 lakh to 133228  farmers 

during the year 2014-15, in comparison to Rs.117.20 lakh to 14607 

members during the year 1986, Rs.1287.79 lakh to 28576 members during 

the year 2001, Rs.13571.54 lakh to 79330 members during the year 2011.  

 After the implementation of Kissan Credit Card scheme, 175564  

farmers have been provided with K.C.C as on 31.03.2015 for availing 

agricultural credit support at their needs. 

        As per the policy of Government of India, the notified crops are covered 

under Agricultural Insurance Scheme and till date 195736  farmers have 

been paid Rs.631.35 lakh towards crop insurance claim. 

        Besides crop loan, the bank is also financing  investment credit (allied 

activities) to the agriculturists for the up-liftment of economical conditions  

and also  non-farm sector loans such as Small Road Transport Operators 

(SRTO), Small Scale Industries (Term Loan), Housing loan, Business loan, 

Consumer durable loan, Personal loan and SHG loan under NRLM, NULM & 

OLM Scheme   

 The share capital of the bank as on 31.3.2015 is State Government- 

Rs.104.70 lakhs, Cooperative Societies- Rs.1883.33 lakhs and Nominal 

members- Rs.129.15   lakhs. 

 The bank through its 44 LAMPS/PACS  is procuring paddy from the 

farmers through out the district as per the direction of the Government of 

Odisha since 2009-10 and the cost of paddy so purchased from the farmers 

is being paid to them without any hassle.  

Regulated  Marketing Committees(RMC) 

RMC Keonjhar 

        The Regulated Market Committee, Keonjhar was established by the 

State Government  in July-1966 under statutory provisions of the Odisha 

Agricultural Produce Markets Act, 1956. The Market area of the Committee 

is confined to entire revenue Sadar sub-division area of Keonjhar district.  

In the market area, there are 96  regular periodic markets (weekly/bi-

weekly) & 2 Krushak Bazars generally visited by producers of the 

surrounding areas and petty traders to exchange buy or sell articles.   The 

market yard at Keonjhar comprises 10.65 acres of land on which stand the 

office building, godown and shed for cattle. The management is carried on 

by a Market Committee consisting of 17 members representing agriculturists, 

traders and members nominated by the Government and the local 

authorities. The Market Committee collects information regarding the 

prevailing  price in other markets and disseminates the same for the 

information of the producers. The Rregulated Market Committee Keonjhar 
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has been provided with amenities  like covered pindies, open pindies, cattle 

sheds, farmers rest sheds, auction halls, godown facilities, cooling 

chambers, shop rooms, boundary walls,  supply of drinking water & sanitary 

arrangement, internal & external roads & weighbridge facilities etc. 

For the regulated market, the commodities are detailed as under :-  

 The commodities regulated by this RMC are Jute (Fibers), Paddy, Rice, 

Fattend Rice, Maize, Ragi, Bajra,Suji, Atta, Maida (Cereals), Harada,Biri, 

Mung, Kulthi, Chana Khesary (Pulses), Groundnut, Coconut, Mahuaseed, 

Linseed, Mustard, Salseed, Caster (Oil seeds),Egg, Poultary, Cattle,Goat, 

Sheep,Hidesand Skins, Bones (Animal husbandry products),Turmeric, 

Ginger(Condiment and Spices), Fish and Dry Fish (fish product),Mahua 

flower, Bahada, Harida, Sal leaves,Marketing nut,Amla,Tendu leaves(Grass 

Fodder, Forest and other miseellaneous) 

Anandapur Regulated Market Committee 

The Anandapur Regulated Market Committee was inaugurated on the 

9th June, 1965 at Anandapur. The Market area (i.e. area for which a 

regulated market is established.) comprises of 5 Grama Panchayats  of 

Ghatagoan Police Station, 8 Grama Panchayats of  Anandapur  Police 

Station,7gramapanchayats of Soso Police Station,8 grama panchayats of 

Sainkul  Police Station and the entire area of Anandapur municipality. 

There are 6  market yards functioning under this RMC. They are 

Badapadan Krushak Bazar-cum- Market Yard, Barpada Market Yard, Balipal 

G.P.Market Yard, Suanpada G.P. Market Yard, Salapada Market Yard, 

Sundarpal Market Yard. In all these market yards RCC cover pindi, water 

and sanitation facilities, godwon, paddy procurement platforms are provided 

for the traders and consumers as well. 

The administration is carried on by a Market committee  headed by the 

Sub-Collector, Anandapur. The first Market Committee was constituted in the 

Year-1965.  Commodities for the Regulated Market  are :sunhemp, jute, 

paddy, maize, ragi, black-gram, green-gram, butchana, khesari, groundnut, 

linseed, coconut, gur, sugarcane, orange, mango, lemon, banana, tamarind,  

potato, onion, sweet potato, turmeric and  animals like sheep and goat.  

Cooperative Marketing Society 

The following  categories of Cooerative Societies are functioning in the 

district :- 

Sl 
No 

Category of Coop. 
Societies 

No of Coop. Societies, functioning under 
ARCS, 
Keonjhar 

ARCS, 
Champua 

ARCS, 
Anandapur 

Total 

1 LAMPCS 08 04 05 17 
2 PACS 0 0 27 27 
3 Central Coop. Bank 1 0 0 1 
4 CARD Bank 1 0 1 2 
5 Sub-Divisional HBCS 1 1 1 3 
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6 RCMS 1 0 1 2 
7 Mechanized Farming CS 1 0 0 1 
8 Employees Credit & 

Thrift CS 
2 2 0 4 

9 Dist. Coop. Union 1 0 0 1 
10 Coop. Cold Storage 1 0 0 1 
11 Tarini Wholesale 

Consumer CS 
1 0 0 1 

12 Employees Consumer 
CS 

1 4 0 5 

13 Credit Coop. Society 5 0 0 5 
14 Film & Fine Arts CS 1 0 0 1 
15 Labour Contact Coop. 

Society 
1 0 0 1 

16 Multipurpose Coop. 
Society 

3 3 0 6 

17 Other Coop. Society 5 18 2 25 
18 Women Coop Society 10 5 1 16 
19 Vegetables Growers & 

Mkt. CS 
1 0 1 2 

20 Transporting Coop. 
Society 

2 4 0 6 

Total 47 41 39 127 

  
 No. of Agricultural Families in the district are 258522 out of which 
Scheduled  Caste  families are 41028, Scheduled Tribe families  are 
105205. Rest 112289 families belong to general caste. Out of the  above 
families, 29079 families of SC,79574 families of ST and 107205 families of 
general categories (Total 215858 families)are covered under cooperative 
fold as members. 
 
Status of RMC, Champua are given below :- 

Sl 
no 

Name of the market Infrastructure available Remarks 

1 Jhumpura Krusak Bazar 1.Open platform-5nos  
  2.Cover platform-1no  
  3.Counter room-1no  
  4.Tube well-1no  
  5.Boundarywall with rest shed-1no  
2 Champua krusak Bazar 1.Cover platform-5nos  
  2.Boundary wall with sundry shop-

27nos 
 

  3.tubewell-1no  
  4.concreet floor & Drain  
3 Barbil Market Yard(new) 1.cover pindi- 4 nos  
  2. tube well-1 no  
  3.boundary wall-1 no  
  4. guard wall-2 no  
  5. watcher shed- 1 no 

 
 

  G.P Market Taken over by R.M.C., Champua are as under :- 

1 Ukhunda weekly market 1.Shop room-12nos  
2. Jhumpura weekly market 1.Shop room-12nos  
  2.Tube well-1no  
3 Bhuimpur weekly market 1.Shop room-6nos  
  2.Open platform-3nos  
4 Bambari weekly market 1.Shop room-13nos  
  2.auction hall-1no  
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  3.Concreete drain-1no  
5 Kandara weekly market 1.Open plarform-13nos  
  2.Mini godown-2nos  
  3.Tube well-1no  
6 Remuli market 1.Cover plat form-3nos  
  2.open platform-8nos  
  3.Tube well-2nos  
7 Juruli weekly market 1.Open platform-3nos  

Source: Secy,RMC, Keonjhar/Anandapur & Champua, Keonjhar 

Legal Metrology in Keonjhar District 

   The office of the Asst. Controller, Legal Metrology was set up in 

Keonjhar district on 3.12.1984 to take up verification, enforcement & 

awareness of weights, measures, weighing & measuring instruments 

available in the district from the date of commencement of the office. 

 This organisation plays a major role to protect the interest of consumers 

of Keonjhar district by means of implementing the Legal Metrology Act & 

Rules. From the year 210-11 to 2015-16( till July 15) the traders verification 

done by this organisation are  16626,16797,4097,16571,5653 and 1762 

respectively.   
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CHAPTER – VII 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 

Evolution of Transport and Communication system in the district 

In ancient times the main trade route coming from the south crossed 

the Mahanadi somewhere near Cuttack and passing “up to Dharamasala 

stretched in the north-westerly direction up to Ananadpur in Keonjhar on the 

Baitarani and then following the Baitarani valley it reached Khiching in 

western Mayurbhanj. From Khiching the road went in north-easterly direction 

up to Bahalda in Mayurbhanj via Bamanghati (modern Rairangpur Town). 

From Bahalda it went in a northerly direction via Saraikela  in Jharkhand 

where it touched the Subarnrekha valley. From this place the road to Gaya 

or Patna is quite possible. It is along this trade route that ancient 

archaeological relics and Kusan coins have been found. It is suggested that 

this route was followed by the Nanda King, Ashoka and Kharavela. During 

medieval period Muslims invaded Odisha and it is known from ‘Tarikh-i-

Firozsahi’ that the army of Firoz Sah proceeded through Khiching, Sitabinji, 

Viraja to Cuttack from Jaunpur in 1361. 

 The Bhanja ruler Dhanurjay Narayan who ruled from 1867-1905 was 

first to make an attempt to open roads in the ex-State of Keonjhar. Up to 

1907-08, the ex-State had no road available throughout its length for 

wheeled traffic. Communication was then difficult but roads and bridges were 

under construction. A main road from Champua to the Bengal-Nagpur 

Railway (now South Eastern Railway) at Vyas-Sarovar( Jajpur) in the south 

in undivided Cuttack district touching important Villages en route and 

passing through the ex-state headquarters and Anandpur was under 

construction. The old Midanapore- Sambalpur road which passed through 

the district was in a ruined condition. There were two other tracks in upper 

Keonjhar, one running through the plains of the eastern plateau and another 

running from the Ex-State headquarters to Anandpur Sub-Division parallel to 

the main road. There was a second class road from Anandpur to Bhadrak 

border. After two decades, i.e. in 1937-38 the length of road in the ex-State 

was 379 miles (606.40 km) which, however, increased to 450 miles (720 

k.m) during the next ten years. 

Means of Conveyance 

In olden days elephants and horses were mainly used by the aristocrats 

as the means of conveyance. In the painting at Sitabinji attributed to cir 500 

A.D. we find the sense of a royal procession representing the King on the 

back of an elephant and some  retainers on horses while a few others are 

depicted marching on foot. Besides horses and elephants, palanquin was in 

use by respectable persons and this mode of conveyance was in vogue as 

late as in the 19th century. Bullock-cart, the vehicle of the common man was 
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the chief mode of transport and conveyance in the plains of the district since 

remote past. The luggage was being carried by men in bhars. In the early 

part of the 20th century the Ruler brought the first motor vehicle to the 

locality. It was plying for some distance from Keonjhar to Anandpur and from 

Keonjhar to Champua. Public bus service was introduced in the later part of 

the first quarter of the century. 

(P. Acharya- Studies in Odishan History, Archaeology and Archives, p.446 )  

 After the formation of the district, more particularly during the five years 

plan periods, various measures have been taken to improve the condition of 

the existing roads and to  construct new ones by different government 

departments and local bodies. This has resulted in  rapid increase of the road 

system of the district. 

Road transport, National and State Highways, Major district roads, 

other district roads, revenue roads, G.P. and Village roads and forest 

roads 

 The National Highway NH-6 i.e. Howarh – Mumbai section passed 

through the district  in early sixties   through Turumunga, Khireitangiri, 

Keonjhargarh, Suakati, Kanjipani and Jagamohanpur and Pallalahara in 

Angul district. In the year, 1999-2000 the road section from Panikoili to 

Rajamunda (Earlier SH-10A and J.C. Main Road) was declared as NH-215  

starting from Jarada, to Anandapur, Ghatagaon–Dhenkikote–Keonjhargarh–

Palasapanga–Remuli–Bhadrasahi–Guwali and touches Koida of Sundargarh 

district. 

 Due to huge demand of traffic in mining activities, the road NH-215 is 

under four laning by National Highway Authority of India with a bye pass in 

Keonjhar town. This road will cater to the movement of mining transportation. 

 In addition to this, State government have taken up improvement of 

roads some of which are completed and some  in progress.  These include, 

road from Salapada to Anandapur and from Anandapur to Bhadrak on one 

side and Karanjia on the other side. Besides one road from Dhenkikote to 

Karanjia via Saharpada has been developed under Vijayawada – Ranchi 

corridor and after completion would be handed over to National Highway. 

These roads will provide better communication and help Villagers access to 

the market areas for sale of their products. 
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  One road from Naranpur to Duburi via Harichandanpur and 

Brahmanipal has been developed and completed in 2015 which covers the 

tribal areas and provides speedier access to state capital Bhubaneswar. 

 In the year, 2015, it has been proposed to give connectivity from 

Dhenkanal to Joda via Kankadahada & Telkoi entirely through tribal belt to 

give direct connectivity to combat Maoist insurgency and to improve socio-

economic standard of tribal people. 

 In the early part of 2000, the Pradhana Mantri Gramya Sadak Yojana 

(PMGSY) programme of rural connectivity has not only created a network to 

all Villages but made avaible improved direct trading facilities of Village 

products in market area.  Particulars of the main roads are given below:- 

State Highway No.- 

10  

Barbil – Nalda Road 

:- The Barbil – Nalda road starts from NH-215 at 

Bhadrasahi and travels to Jharkhand border 

and ends at Nalda. The length is 13.40 km. 

which passes through Barbil town.  

SH – 49  

RJKD Road 

:- SH-49 starts from Rairangpur – Jashipur – 

Karanjia -Dhenkikote, length 101 kms.   

SH-53  

Anandapur – Banta 

Road 

:- Anandapur – Banta Road SH-53 having 16.85 

km. length under Keonjhar (R&B) division starts 

from Anandapur  and touches Bhadrak district 

at Basantia. The road meets NH-05 at Bhadrak.  

SH-53  

Karanjia – 

Thakurmunda – 

Satakosia – 

Anandapur Road 

:- The road Karanjia – Thakurmunda – Satakosia 

– Anandapur road SH-53 starts from Anandapur 

and ends at Karanjia of Mayurbhanj district  

passing through tribal areas like Thakurmuda 

and Satakosia. The length of road is 14.860 km. 

It is an all weather road. 

Expressway No.-II 

Joda – Bamebari 

Road 

:- Joda–Bamebari Road starts from NH-215 

(Ranasalghati) and. proceeds up to Bamebari at 

18/00 km. The entire stretch is Expressway No-

II. 

Major District Road  

Naranpur – 

Pandapada – 

Harichandanpur – 

Brahmanipal – Duburi 

Road 

:- Naranpur – Pandapada road starts from NH-

215 at Naranpur and proceeds to Duburi via – 

Harichandanpur – Brahmanipal. The length of 

road is 92.00 km. It is a double lane  and from 

Brahmanipal to Duburi is four lane. The road 

was taken up under E&I Scheme with (50:50) 

sharing. This is now  main road for connecting 

state capital. 
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Major District Road 
(MDR-12B) 

Kanjipani – Kuntala 

Road 

:- Kanjipani – Kuntala road  starts from NH-49 at 

Kanjipani passes through Telkoi block and ends 

at Kuntala in Anugul border. The length of road 

is 42.00 km. 

Major District Road 

(MDR-12C) 

Kuanr – Banspal 

Road 

:- Kuanr – Banspal road  starts from NH-49 at 

Kuanr and ends at Banspal block  

headquarters. It is also connecting to Suakati – 

Dubuna Road. It is an all weather road. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Satakutunia – Patna 

Road 

:- Satakutunia – Patna road starts from NH-75 at 

Satakutunia (Champua sub-division) ends at 

Patna block headquaters having length of 67.00 

Km. It crosses NH-49 at 38/500 km. at Baunsuli 

Village. It is an all-weather road. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Palasapnga – 

Bamebari Road 

:- Palaspanga – Bamebari road (ODR) starts from 

Palaspanga at NH-215 and touches 

Expressway No-II at Bamebari (Mining road). 

Total length of road is 28.00 km.  with double 

lanes. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) Keonjhar 

Municipality Road 

:- The blacktopped road 4.125 km long starting 

from Collectorate goes through the town and 

ends at Mausima temple. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Champua – 

Chamakpur Road 

:- The road starts from Champua  (NH-75) and 

ends at NH-215 at Basudevpur. The length of 

the road is 16.500 km. with double lane  It 

connects Joda, Barbil, mining area with 

Jharkhanda state through NH-75. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Barbil – Kiriburu Road 

:- The road having 16.00 km. length starts from 
NH-10 (Barbil) and proceeds to Kiriburu 
(Jharkhanda Border). The road is black topped  
having double lane and intermediate lane 
carriageway. It caters to the mining traffic. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Suakati – Dubuna 
Road 

:- This road starts from NH-49 (at Suakati) and 
ends at Dubuna (Expressway No-II). It passes 
through mining area. The length of road is 56.00 
km.  

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Buxibarigaon – 

Bayapadadhar Road 

:- This road starts from Buxibarigaon ( on NPHBD 
road) and ends at Bayapandadhar (on NH-49). 
The road passes through famous Gonasika 
temple, Guptaganga, the starting point of the 
major River Baitarani. The length of road is 
25.00 km. It is an all weather road.  
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Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Keonjhar – 

Saharpada Road 

:- Starts from Keonjhar district headquarters (NH-

215) and ends at River Baitarani near Village 

Udayapur. The total length of the road is 19.90 

km. A major Bridge over River Baitarani is 

under construction. After completion the road 

will connect Saharpada block  with Karanjia  in 

Mayurbhanj district. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Jhumpura – Ukhunda 

Road 

:- This road starts from NH-215 at Jhumpura and 

ends at Ukhunda on Satakutunia – Patna Road 

at 28.00 km. The road is 14.165 km. having 

double lane carriageway. It touches famous 

religious places like Omakareswar Shiv temple, 

Raikala Shiv temple which is on the top of the 

hill. The road comes under mining belt. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Katalaposi – Malda 

Road 

:- It starts from NH-215 at Katalaposi and ends at 

Malda. The length of road is 16.400 km. It is an 

all weather road passing through tribal Villages. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Kanjiasula – 

Turumunga Road 

:- Kanjiasula – Turumunga road starts from 

Satakutunia – Patna road at Kanjiasula and 

ends at NH-49 at Turumunga. The length of 

road is 28.200 km. It is an important road to 

connect Champua sub-divisional headquarters 

with Kolkata and Haladia port for transportation 

of  minerals and petroleum products. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Chhenapadi – 

Hadagarh Road 

:- Chhenapadi – Hadagarh road starts from SH-53 

(Anandapur – Banta Road) at Chhenapadi and 

ends at Hadagarh. Total length of this road is 

16.00 km. It is an all weather road. It passes 

through famous Buddhist and tourist places like 

Gadachandi, Baida Khia, Hadagarh Dam and 

Hadagarh reserve forest. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Ramachandrapur – 

Harichandanpur Road 

:- It starts form NH-215 at Ramachandrapur and 

ends at Deogaon, a famous religious place of 

Odisha for Lord Kushaleswar Mahadev temple. 

The road is 14.00 km. long having double lane 

carriageway. 
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Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Ghatagaon – 

Harichandanpur Road 

:- The road starts form Ghatagaon (NH-215) and 

proceeds to Harichandanpur block 

headquarters. The length of the road is 15.00 

km. having single lane carriageways This road 

connects NH-215 & other side to 

Harichandanpur Railway Station and main road 

to Bhubaneswar and Cuttack.  

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Sailong Chhak to 

Deogaon Road 

:- It starts form NH-215 (Sailong Chhak) and leads 

to Deogaon. It connects NH-215 with 

Ramchandrapur – Harichandanpur road. Total 

length of this road is 9.00 km. It is an all 

weather road. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Deogaon – 

Narangpur – Baripal 

Road 

:- The road having 12.500 km. length with single 

lane carriageway connects Ramachandrapur – 

Harichandanpur road with NPHBD (Naranpur – 

Pandapada – Harichandanpur – Brahmanipal – 

Duburi) Road. It is an all weather road. 

Other District Road 

(ODR) 

Jamunalia – 

Dhurpada road 

:- The defunct NH-215 Raod from Jamunalia to 

Dhurpada passing through Keonjhar town is 

taken over by R&B wing of Works Department. 

Total length of this road is 15.650 Km. with 

doublelane carriageway. Four laning work  is 

being  taken up. 

 Construction of rural roads has a positive impact on agriculture sector, 

including livestock production and marketing of product (both agriculture & 

livestock) in the Villages of  Keonjhar district.  

 Rural Works divisions No.I, and ll and III  consisting of three sub-

divisions each  look after the repair and maintenance of existing 129 

numbers of RD roads having total length of 1200.00 km. 

Pradhan Mantri Gramya Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)  

 For development of rural roads, a very forward looking connectivity 

programme named PMGSY has been launched since in December 2000 

with the aim to provide all weather road connectivity to all unconnected 

habitations with 1000 & above population within 3years period (2000-03) and 

all unconnected habitation with 500 and above population by 2007. 

Subsequently the programme has been expanded to provide all weather 

connectivity to all unconnected habitations with 250 and above population. 

Accordingly under PMGSY scheme till date 408 rural roads having total 

length of 2204.00 km. have been constructed by this organization  with an 

expenditure of 803.33 crore  providing all weather connectivity to 517 

habitations in the district. 
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  Construction of 14 bridges is in progress in the district under missing 

link programme of PMGSY to provide all weather connectivity  to rural areas. 

Mukhya Mantri Sadak Yojana-Work 

 Like PMGSY Scheme, Government of Odisha have lunched MMSY 

(Mukhya Mantri Sadak Yojana) scheme in the year 2014-15 with the aim to 

provide all weather road connectivity to all unconnected habitations with 100 

& above population. Under this scheme, 18 rural roads having total length 

65.16 km have been constructed to provide all weather connectivity to 18  

habitations having population 5532. 

Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) 

           For upliftment of rural economy and eradication of poverty, the 

Government of India have set up a scheme called “Rural Infrastructure 

Development Fund” operated by NABARD for financing the ongoing as well 

as the new infrastructure projects in rural area. Under the above RIDF 

scheme,  2 roads of 9 km  length and 19  bridges are  under  construction. 

Biju Setu Yojona (Rural Bridge)  

 The Government of Odisha have lunched the BSY  in. 2011 for 

construction of new bridges on RD roads and important P.S. roads to 

provide all-weather connectivity to the rural areas. Under this scheme  12. 

bridges  are under construction. 

Roads Under National Highway 

        The total length of National highway passing through Keonjhar district is 

321.185 km., covering 3 nos  N.Hs namely : (1) N.H.49 = 91.00 km from 

Kuntala to Baitarani bridge at Turumunga (2) N.H.20 = 46.29 Km from 

Remuli to Guali  and (3) N.H.220=33.895 Km from Dhenkikote to 

Saharpada. 

N.H.49 (91 km) 

During the year 1971 the  Major District road i.e. Tinda  to Binjabahal 

was declared as N.H.6  connecting  Mumbai to Kolkata. In  2010   it was  

renamed as N.H.49 connecting Bilaspur to Kharagpur.  

N.H.20 (46.29 km) 

This is an inter-state connectivity road connecting Odisha with 

Jharkhand and Keonjhar district with Jajpur, Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. 

Previously this road was named as N.H.215. This is a major route for 

transportation of iron ore from Joda, Barbil area to Paradeep, 

Visakhapatnam  and Kolkata ports. To ease the traffic, 4-lanning of the 

above road is in progress 

N.H 520 

Previously this road S.H.11 connected Keonjhar district with 

Sundargarh district via Joda,  which was declared as N.H.215 in  1999. The 

road is treated as the life line of Keonjhar district for transporting  iron ore 
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products   to different parts of country as well as to other countries through 

sea route from Paradeep, Visakhapatnum and Kolkata ports.     

N.H.220 (33.895km)    

Initially this road was Major District Road and  was developed  as  

Ranchi- Vijayawada Corridor in 2007-08 to boost the morale  of common 

people affected by  left wing extremism. The above road was declared as 

NH-220  in 2012 and taken over from the state in September.2014. 

Forest Roads 

There are 16 forest roads covering a length of 153.88 kms. These 

roads are important means for transportation of forest produce, supervision 

of departmental work and for checking smuggling, illicit felling and poaching.  

These roads also serve local people and tribals for their communication.  

Rural Roads – A list of rural roads is given below :- 
Sl No Name of Block No of G.P Total Length (km) 

1 Andapur 16 511.82 
2 Banspal 21 65.02 
3 Chumupa 23 241.77 
4 Gashipura 22 207.73 
5 Ghatgaon 26 659.6 
6 Harichandanpur 25 756 
7 Hatadihi 31 378.1 
8 Jumpura 22 136.675 
9 Joda 15 573 
10 Keonjhar Sadar 21 610.62 
11 Patna 20 221.22 
12 Saharapada 20 141.525 
13 Telkoi 22 802 

  Total 5557.41 

Source: PD, DRDA, Keonjhar 

 Urban Roads—The roads in the town areas are indicated below:- 
Sl. No Type of Road Kilo metre 
01 Black Topping 128.30  
02 Metalloid Road 94.61 
03 Earthen Road 264.73 
04 C C Road 191.23 
 Total 678.87 

Vehicle  and Conveyance 

On the recommendation of the Massani Committee Report -1964, the 

motor vehicle administration which was under State Police,was separated 

and a new department called.  Odisha Motor Vehicle Department was 

formed  w.e.f. 1.7.1965 in Keonjhar. The District Magistrate, Keonjhar was 

declared as Chairman of Regional Transport Authority (RTA) Keonjhar and 

head of office. One officer of Odisha Administrative Service (OAS) cadre 

was posted at Regional Transport Officer, who is also functioning as 

Secretary of the RTA. One camp office of RTO has been started at Barbil 

w.e.f. 2006 for convenience of tax payers as bulk of vehicles are now 

operating in the mining belt of Joda, Barbil, Bolani, Kiriburu, Koida,Tensa 

and Barsua 



158 

Upto August 2015, the number of motor vehicles registered in the district 

was 193540 which includes 138671 motor cycles/mopeds, 4504 light motor 

vehicles, 272 buses (CC),746 buses(SC), 58 tankers, 24470  heavy goods 

vehicles, 7080 tractors/trailers, 5041  auto-rickshaws/three wheelers, 110 

ambulances, 4584 car/jeep (CC), 7971 car/jeep (pvt.)  and 33 number of 

miscellaneous vehicles.  

Computerisation of  Regional Transport Officers (RTO ) Office 

After introduction of e-Governance in the state, a company “Smart Chip 

Ltd.” has undertaken the work of RTO organization w.e.f. 1.2.2007. All the 

MV Registration records and driving licenses have been computerized 

excepting the records of other state vehicles. Registration of vehicles, 

collection of MV tax and fees, grant of driving license and other allied works 

are being done through online. 

Public Transport 

Number of Buses  Plying on Major Routes of Keonjhar District are 

given below:- 

Sl. No. Route 
 

No. of Buses plying 

1 Keonjhar to Kiriburu via Joda, Barbil 12 
2 Keonjhar to Kaliahata via Telkoi 10 
3 Keonjhar to Taramakant via Banspal 11 
4 Keonjhar to Damaduda via Patna 10 
5 Keonjhar to Anandapur via Ghatagaon 20 
6 Keonjhar to Daitary via Naranpur 11 
7 Keonjhar to Champua via Baunsuli 10 
8 Keonjhar to Barbil, Joda 50 
 Total 134 

 

Inter District Buses Plying from Keonjhar 
Sl. No. Name of the Route No. of Buses Plying 
01 Keonjhar to Bhadrakh 03 
02 Keonjhar to Jajpur Town 05 
03 Keonjhar to Sambalpur 02 
04 Keonjhar to Baripada 03 
05 Keonjhar to Cuttack/ Bhubaneswar 30 
06 Champua to Bhubaneswar 05 
07 Malda to Talcher 01 
08 Keonjhar to Tata 04 
09 Joda to Tata 06 
10 Rairangpur to Keonjhar 04 
11 Champua to Pallahara 04 
12 Bhuban to Koida 02 
13 Duburi to Rairangpur via Patna 04 
14 Keonjhar to Rourkela 07 
15 Keonjhar to Kankadahad via Kamkhyanagar 04 
16 Bamebari to Talcher 03 
17 Keonjhar to Thakurmunda 02 
18 Raruan to Barbil 05 
19 Ghagarbeda to Harichandanpur 02 
20 Barbil to Khiching 03 

Source: RTO, Keonjhar 
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OSRTC Bus Route 

 
Sl. No. Name of the route  No. of bus plying 

1 Keonjhar-Cuttack  01 

2 Keonjhar-Bolangir  02 

3 Keonjhar-Bhanjnagar  02 

4 Keonjhar-Bhubaneswar  01 

5 Keonjhar-Ranchi  02 

6 Keonjhar-Tata  01 

7 Barbil-Kolkata  02 

Source: D.M, OSRTC, Keonjhar 

Rail Transport, Waterways and Ferry System, Air Strips and Aerodrome 

In the fifties and sixties, Railway lines were laid mainly to be used for 

lifting iron ore and other minerals from this district. The construction of a line 

from Padapahar Station on the Rajkharswan-Gua branch line of the Howarh-

Nagpur main line of the South Eastern Railway to Banspani of the district of 

Keonjhar was taken up in the early part of 1956 and completed in April 1958. 

The line  ran for about 19 km. in the district. There was another railway line 

which linked the district from Barjamda Railway Station of the Rajkharswan-

Gua branch line. The line proceeds up to Balani Khadan 

The construction of the rail-link from Barjamda to Barbil was 

taken up in 1923 and the line was opened on the 16th February, 1926. The 

extension of the line from Barbil to Balani Khadan was taken up in 1958 and 

was completed in 1960. The length of the line within the district is about 10 

km.  Since the 26th January,1979, a passenger train has started running up 

to Barbil. 

The opening of the lines has played an important role in the economy of 

the district. The low grade iron-ore carried through these lines to different 

plant sites-with less cost is now considered highly economical. The rail-head 

for the district was Jajpur-Keonjhar Road Station on the Howrah-Madras 

main line till the end of the last century. The distance of this station from  the 

district headquarters, is about 114 km. 

 In  sixties, construction of railway line in Keonjhar was planned by 

Government of India     

By the end of 2004, the Railway track between Joda and Keonjhargarh 

was ready.  By the end of December 2006, Tamka link (From Jakhapura to 

Daitari) was completed and the first Goods train carrying iron ore moved on 

1 April 2007. 

The first Passenger train, an Intercity Express from Puri to Keonjhar 

was started on 4 December 2009. Then it was further extended to Barbil and 

lastly to Chakradharpur which is running daily. Besides that, a Fast 

Passenger train started from Bhubaneswar to Keonjhar  in December, 2011. 
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There is demand for Keonjhar-Badampahad-Jamsedpur connection 

which has been surveyed.  

Transport Service on Water Ways 

   Transport Service on water ways are confined to ferry ghats to cross the 

said water ways only. 

 List of Ferry ghats are as under :- 

Sl. No. Name of the 

blocks 

Name of the GPs Name of the Ferry Ghats 

01 Hatadihi Samana Samana Nadi Ghat 

Agaria Nadi Ghat 

Ambo Ambo –Bancho ferry Ghat 

Karagola Ferry Ghat 

Panchugochhia Mugupur Ferry Ghat 

K. Balipal Saramundi Ghat 

Bangore Naik sahi Nadi Ghat 

Hadagarh Hadagarh ferry Ghat 

Habeleswar Habeleswar Ghat 

02 Anandapur Kodpada Kodopada Ghat 

03 Ghasipura Batto Batto ferry Ghat 

Saladei Balibaruan ferry Ghat 

Gohira Biragobindpur Ferry Ghat 

04 Jhumpura Chouthia Boula-Malda ferry Ghat 

Malda Patua-Kudar ferry Ghat 

Kutugaon Satighat-Champadihi 

Jhuntapada Parbatipur ferry Ghat 

05 Champua Sarei Ktulikana Ghat 

Sarei danga Ghat 

Uchabali Rengalbeda Ghat to Mukuna  

Padmapur Do muhani Ghat 

06 Patana Dumuria Tendra-kendujodi ferry ghat 

Arendei Arendei-Murigikhoji ferry Ghat 

Rajnagar Rajnager ferry Ghat 

Murusuan Murusuan Ferry Ghat 

07 

 

 

Saharpada Dalapaka Kendujodi-Dumuria Ferry Ghat 

Udaypur Udaypur-Analaghat Ferry Ghat 

Udayapur-Raipur-Salida ferry Ghat 

Source: RTO, Keonjhar 

Air Strips   

There are two airstrips in the district,at Raisuan and Tanto which are 

used ocasionaly on  emergency situations. 

Postal Services 

Keonjhar Postal Division   

Keonjhar Postal division headed by a Divisional Superintendent  

comprises  5 (five) Postal sub divisions viz. (1) Anandapur (2) Ghatagaon (3) 

Keonjhar West (4) Keonjhar East (5) Champua.  Now there are 49 Sub Post 
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offices, 2 Mukshya Dak Ghars and 1 Head Post office functioning under this 

division. Besides there are 389 Branch Post offices functioning in rural areas 

to provide mail, insurance and financial services to rural people.  

 3 (three) services  mainly provided by Post Offices to people are. Mail 

services, Insurance and Financial services. 

Basic Mail Services 

Various types of mail services are available through Post offices viz. 

letter Mail, parcel mail, registered post and insured post. 

Postal articles are classified into two broad categories as first class mails 

and second class mails. 

First class mails are given air transmission within India, whenever such 

air conveyance is available. The delivery of first class mails is expedited 

thus, without collection of any extra charges from public. 

Second class mails are air lifted only if they are marked for air transmission 

on collection of the requisite air surcharges from the sender. 

Also services like registration, parcel, insurance and value payable post 

are available under basic mail services. 

Premium product mail services 

       The following services are covered under premium product mail services 

by post offices to the public in a time bound manner :- 

1. Speed post 2.Business post 3. Express parcel 4.Media post 5. 

Greeting post 6. Logistics post 7. Business parcel cash on delivery 8. Speed 

post cash on delivery 

Speed post 

Speed Post, the market leader in the domestic express industry, is 

providing time-bound and express delivery of letters and parcels weighing up 

to 35 kg between specified stations in India.   

         Speed Post provides on-line track and trace service to view the status 

of the article that combines reliability, speed and customer friendly service.  

  Insurance services like Rural Postal Life Insurance (RPLI) and Postal 

Life insurance (PLI) are offered by the department to rural people as well as 

the employees of Government and PSUs. It covers low premium, high bonus 

and security. It is in existence since 1884  

 The number of PLI policies procured by this division as on 31.03.2015 

is as follows :- 
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No. of Policies  Sum Assures in Rs.  Premium amount 

collected in Rs.    

    8385           1352708000    6505736 

 

Similarly the figure of RPLI policies as on 31.03.2015 is furnished below. 

No. of Policies  Sum Assures in Rs.  Premium amount 

collected in Rs.    

    69331         3149225000    28014245 

Financial services 

The following financial schemes are offered by Post Office :- 

1. Savings bank (SB) 2. Recurring deposit (RD) 3. Monthly Income 

Account Scheme (MIS) 4. Time deposit (TD) -1 Yr/2Yr/3Yr/5Yr 5. National 

Savings Certificate (NSC 5Yr/10 Yr) 6. Kisan Vikash Patra (KVP) 7. Senior 

Citizen Savings Scheme (SCSS) 8. Sukanya Samridhi Yojana Accounts 

(SSA) 9. Public Provident Fund (PPF) 

Source: Post Master, HPO, Keonjhar 

Telephone and Cellphone Services 

BSNL, Keonjhar 

  Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) - a 100% Government owned 

Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) is providing voice and data 

telecommunication services through wireline and wireless technologies in 

the form of landline, broadband, cellular mobile, WIMAX and other value 

added enterprise services like VPNoBB, leased Internet services, 3G data 

services to the common people, institutions, companies and corporate 

bodies of  the district. 

Following are the main telecom services provided by BSNL :- 

BSNL LandLine:- There are 38 Telephone Exchanges scattered in 5 

SDCAs of the district. Out of these 2 MBM exchanges are located at 

Keonjhar and Joda. Rest  are either RSU or AN RAX. The total equipped 

capacity of all exchanges is 17692 and total working connection is 5564.  

 WLL (Wire-less in Local Loop):- MSC based WLL technology has 

been used to provide telephone service to the rural areas of the district. 

There are 18 numbers of WLL BTS having combined capacity of 8500. 

 Broadband:- BSNL Keonjhar provides high speed internet service 

through Broadband in urban and rural areas. Broadband service is provided 

to customer through DSLAM equipments.  

The wireless GSM cellular mobile service is being provided by BSNL 

in all the sub-divisions, blocks and tehsils of the district and in almost all the 



163 

287 panchayats. As on  September. 2015 the cellular mobile service is being 

provided through 172 BTSs (Towers) 

BSNL is undertaking the task of interconnecting all the government 

offices and institutions through the state of art fibre optic technology under 

National e-governance project through Odisha State Wide Area Network, 

(OSWAN) Project. Under this project all the Post offices, Police Stations, 

Judiciary offices, Medical institutions/hospitals and other offices and 

institutions of central and state governments are being interconnected thus 

bringing out a qualitative improvement in the governance and delivery of 

services 

Various projects in progress in keonjhar telecom 

Odisha State Wide Area Network  (OSWAN) project 

 Under this project, dedicated leased lines of 2MBPS speed have been 

provided between district headquarters to all the 13 Block hqs i.e. from 

district Collector’s office to Anandapur, Ghasipura, Hatadihi, Champua, 

Jhumpura, Joda, Bansapal, Ghatagaon, Harichandanpur, Patna, Saharpada 

and Telkoi. The local leads between local telephone exchange and BHQs 

are being converted to Optical Fibre media   to make the media more reliable 

and stable.  

National Mission for Education (NME) project  

  Under this project, BSNL, Keonjhar has provided Sulabha Telephone 

with Broadband facility to 23  colleges through landline. ‘ 

VPNoBB connection for Land Records and Survey Offices 

 Under e-Governance project, BSNL, Keonjhar has provided VPNoBB to 

10  Tahasildar offices of Keonjhar District. 

VPNoBB connection for Veterinary dispensaries  

     Under e-Governance BSNL, Keonjhar has provided VPNoBB to 11     

Veterinary  dispensaries 

BB connections to district Audit Offices 

     Sulabh Telephone connections with Broadband facility have been 

provided to  Audit Offices of Keonjhar  Telecom District 

e-Court 

 Under e-Court project BSNL, Keonjhar has provided BB connections to 

the residences of 5  Judges in Keonjhar Telecom District. 

CCTNS Project to Police offices Under this project VPNoBB connection 

is to be provided to 33 locations of Police Stations, higher offices and 

training centers. Connection will be provided to all police locations through 

landline or VSAT depending upon the technical feasibility. 
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Broadband connection to all RI offices All RI offices of Keonjhar 

Telecom District will be connected through VPNoBB and the work is in 

preliminary stage. 

 ULBs: Broadband facility has been provided to 4 municipalities of 

Keonjhar  Telcom deptt. 

  DOP Project: Under DOP Project most of the post offices of this district 

are connected    through landline. 

Source: TDM, BSNL, Keonjhar 

All India Radio, Keonjhar 

All India Radio, Keonjhar was commissioned on 22th November 1988. 

All India Radio has been serving to inform, educate and entertain the 

masses since its inception. The frequency of transmitter is 189.3 m/1854khz. 

Now there are two transmissions on the air from 5.55 am (morning 

transmission ) and 5.00 PM to 11.05 PM (evening transmission )  covering 

music (including tribal ) drama, feature, spoken word, farm & home, health & 

family welfare, sports, literary magazine, women, children, yuvavani, 

&programme for senior citizens.  

      On 14th March 2015, a 10kw FM transmitter was commissioned for better 

reception quality.  As per 2011 census, about 60% population of Keonjhar 

district are covered by All India Radio programme zone  

        As per survey conducted by audience by research unit All India Radio, 

Cuttack 82% of rural  population & 74% of urban population  normally listen 

to All India Radio, Keonjhar. 

Source: Station Master, AIR, Keonjhar 
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CHAPTER-VIII 

ECONOMIC TRENDS 

In the early part of the 20th century a few people were engaged in 

trade, while the majority found occupation in agriculture. Coarse cotton 

cloths, agricultural implements, stone ware, bamboo baskets with lids, bell-

metal utensils, brass pots for drinking water and heavy brass ornaments 

were manufactured which provided employment to many. Tusser cloth in 

Anandapur and a fine wire for the sitar in Keonjhar were the specialities. 

The district is mainly agricultural and the prosperity of the people 

depends  on weather and crops. When the rainfall is copious and evenly 

distributed throughout the year, people reap good harvest and are 

contented; when the contrary is the case the pinch of distress is widespread. 

In recent years, the impact of urban life, welfare and developmental 

measures undertaken by the Government, modern means of 

communication, have influenced  the standard of living of the people. 

Most of the people dependent on agriculture and forest produce. They 

were usually poor and needy. The cottages were usually mud huts with a 

thatched roof. The hilly areas were inhabited mainly by the Bhuiyans, 

Juangs, Bathudis and Gandas. Their ordinary food consisted of rice or other 

grains boiled into a porridge. They ate mango and jungle roots. 

In the early part of the 20th century, a small minority of the people were 

engaged in trade, while the rest found occupation in agriculture. 

Manufacturing was limited to tusser cloths in Anandapur and a fine wire for 

the sitar made at Keonjhar. Trade consisted of the export of rice, oil-seeds, 

lac, tusser cocoons, cloth, hides, mahua, horns, sabai grass, timber, fuel, 

honey and gur. The export trade was principally in the hands of petty outside 

merchants, supplemented by a growing band of local people. Marwari and 

other trading classes found their way in and established shops at convenient 

centres and markets. 

During the period 1911-20, agricultural condition was on the whole 

prosperous, partly due to the rise in the price of agricultural produce. The 

northernmost Sub-Division Champua started developing mining and timber 

industries which attracted a considerable number of people and augmented 

their standard of living. The construction of Amda-Jamda section railway line 

also improved the economic condition of the people. 

During the period 1921-30, there was  improvement in the health of the 

people and the out-turn of principal crops was satisfactory throughout the 

decade. There was, however, a heavy flood in the River Baitarani in 1927 

which affected the health and agriculture of the riparian people. 
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In the next decade (1931-40) there was poor harvest in 1934, 1935 and 

1938. But the rise in the price and the wage level helped a general 

improvement in the economic condition of the agriculturists and the 

labourers. The pinch of unemployment was not felt by the landless people as 

a large number of them found remunerative employment in the mining areas 

and in the Public Works Department undertakings of the ex-State. 

During the period 1941 to 1946 the harvest was exceptionally good 

except in the years 1942 and 1946. The rise in the price level of foodgrains 

due to war condition helped the agriculturists to augment their income. A 

large section of the people also found employment in the Public Works 

Department and the mining areas of the district. The out-turn of char, kendu, 

kusum, jack fruit, mango and other edible fruits was also good which helped  

the poor people.  Measures were taken to restrict the export of food grains 

which ensured the supply of foodgrains in all parts of the ex-State. Price of 

paddy and rice was controlled throughout the ex-State and kept on a 

reasonable level. 

The period 1951-60 was significant for its planned development   of rural 

economy. Five Year Plans were introduced which contributed to the overall 

prosperity of the people. Special schemes for the tribal people were 

introduced through National Extension Service Blocks. The entire district 

was covered by Community Development Blocks through which many-sided 

developmental works were undertaken. A number of minor irrigation projects 

were executed. Improved techniques in agriculture were adopted. Opening 

of new dispensaries, supply of drinking water in rural areas, programmes to 

control and prevent epidemic diseases, construction of roads, spread of 

education, etc contributed substantially to the material progress of the 

people.  

The economic survey of 1954-55 indicated that about 88.0 per cent of 

the Scheduled Castes and 81.8 per cent of the Scheduled Tribes families 

were dependent on agriculture for their livelihood. Besides, 16.9 per cent of 

the Scheduled Castes and 17.4 per cent of the Scheduled Tribes families 

belonged to the agricultural labour class. The tribal families of the district got 

employment as nonagricultural labourers in mining areas and only a smaller 

percentage of these families was dependent on agriculture as compared 

with other districts of Odisha. About 55.3 per cent of the agricultural families 

in the district were owner-cultivators and 14.0 per cent were agricultural 

labourers. Agricultural tenants constituted 5.8 per cent of the total number of 

rural families. The per capita supply of agricultural land in the district was 

0.70 acres which indicates the poor condition of the agricultural economy. 

The data reveal that in 1954-55 the average level of income per farming 

family was Rs.288.95 a year. Next to the farming families in numerical 

importance were the households who depended primarily, and many of them 
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wholly, on wages by working in farm or in non-farm occupations. Their 

annual income per family was Rs.119.53. The data reveal that the net 

income from the rural trade was Rs.836.74 on the average per trading 

establishment. The level of income of the barbers, washer men and priests 

was exceedingly low which indicates that the families pursuing these 

avocations belonged to the low income group. According to the census of 

1951 there were 5,88,441 persons in the district of which 2,94,902 were 

males and 2,93,539 were females. The census of 1951 ascertained the 

"economic status" and the "means of livelibood" of persons. On the 

foregoing basis, people were divided into two broad livelihood categories, 

viz., the agricultural classes and the non-agricultural classes. In the district 

there were 528,972 persons (89-89 per cent) who belonged to the 

agricultural classes and 59,469 persons (10-11 per cent) who belonged to 

the non-agricultural classes. Among the agricultural classes were included 

(a) cultivators of land, wholly and mainly owned; and their dependants, (b) 

cultivators of land, wholly or mainly unowned; and their dependants, (c) 

cultivating labourers; and their dependants, and (d) non-cultivating owners of 

land; agricultural rent-receivers and their dependants. The non-agricultural 

classes comprised persons including their dependants who derived their 

principal means of livelihood from (a) production other than cultivation, (b) 

commerce, (c) transport and (d) other services and miscellaneous sources. 

These four livelihood classes were divided each into three sub-classes, 

namely, self-supporting persons, non-earning dependants and earning 

dependants in order to indicate their economic status. 

Source - Indian Labour Journal Economic Survey of Odisha, 1977, by 

Bureau of Statistics and Economics, Odisha  

The following figures show the number of persons deriving their principal 

means of livelihood and economic status as classified in the census of 

1951:- 

Livelihood classesand 
sub-classes 

Self-supporting Non-earning 
dependants 

Earning 
dependants 

Males  Females Males Females Males  Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Agricultural 
Classes 

125,564 21,683 120,493 240,420 17,928 2,884 

(a,) Cultivators of land, 
wholly or mainly owned; 
and their dependants. 

102,652 18,031 107,649 207,094 14,604 1,617 

(b) Cultivators of land, 
wholly or mainly un- 
owned; and their dependants. 

3,295 430 3,138 6,095 551 206 

(c) Cultivating labourers; 
And their dependants. 

18,714 2,490 8,617 25,921 2,671 1,048 

(d) Non-cultivating owners of 
land agricultural rent- 

receivers, and their 

dependants 

903 732 1,089 1,940 102 
13 
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Non-Agricultural Classes 16,696 3,815 12,891 24,489 1330 248 

(a) Production (Other than 
cultivation) 

7,172 1,377 4,013 9,862 626 92 

(b) Commerce 1,443 337 1,056 2,118 169 43 
(c) Transport 128  169 229 7 9 

(d) Other Services and 
miscellaneous sources 

7,953 2,101 7,653 12,280 528 104 

 According to the census of 1981, the total working population (Main 

workers plus Marginal workers) formed 38.97 per cent of the total 

population and the balance 61.03 per cent depended on the former for their 

livelihood. This shows higher dependency ratio for the district largely 

accounting for a low standard of living. The participation rate of 1961 and 

1971 was 45.05 per cent and 30.60 per cent respectively. However, it is 

difficult to compare with general participation rate in the intercensual period 

because of frequent changes in the definition of workers. Among the 

workers male participation is always higher than female participation rate. 

The male and female participation rates in rural areas are always higher 

than the urban participation rates. 'Work participation' used in this analysis 

refers to the proportion of workers to total population and not to the 

proportion of labour force to total population. 

The following table shows the livelihood pattern of the district in the 

Census of 1981 :- 

Category of workers                   Total                     Male                 Female 

Total population .. 1114622 562157 552465 

Main workers: .. 361219 299346 61873 

Cultivator .. 182325 165148 17177 

Agricultural Labourers .. 81897 54945 26952 

Household Industty .. 9150 7281 1869 

Other workers .. 87847 71972 15875 

Marginal workers .. 73259 11292 61967 

Non-workers ... 680144 251519 428625 

In the census of 1981 work has been defined as participation in any 

economically productive activity which may be physical or mental in nature. 

Work involves not only actual work but also effective supervision and 

direction of work. The main workers are those who have worked for a major 

part of the year preceding the enumeration. Marginal workers are those who 

have worked intermittently in a year. 

Following tables show the livelihood pattern of the people in 1991.2001 

and 2011 
 1991 

Category of workers Total Male Female 
Total Population 1337026 677480 659546 
Main workers 439953 351769 88184 
Cultivators 209789 182356 27433 
Agricultural Labourers 107879 66793 41086 
Household 10208 9590 618 
Other Services 112077     
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Other Workers 12397 11396 1001 
Marginal Workers 79073 6628 72445 
Non workers 818000 319083 498917 

 2001 
Category of workers Total Male Female 
Total Population 1561990 790036 771954 
Main workers 395160 324702 70458 
Cultivators 161200 138962 22238 
Agricultural Labourers 80459 58484 21975 
Household Industry 13020 8707 4313 
Other Workers 140481 118549 21932 
Marginal Workers 226066 79989 146077 
Non workers 940764 385345 555419 

2011 
Category of workers Total Male Female 
Total Population 1801733 906487 895246 
Main workers 442497 362695 79802 
Cultivators 158838 142255 16583 
Agricultural Labourers 84638 54786 29852 
Household Industry 12007 8812 3195 
Other Workers 187014 156842 30172 
Marginal Workers 324017 135382 188635 
Non workers 1035219 408410 626809 

Economy of Keonjhar district 

District incomes are estimated by way of apportioning the state GSDP 

among different districts. The Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) is the 

single most important tool to measure the economic growth rate and per 

capita income is an important indicator of standard of living of the people.  

Typically Economic activities are grouped into three broad  sectors in 

India viz., Primary, Secondary & Tertiary. The primary sector includes 

agriculture & allied sectors like agriculture & animal husbandry, forestry, 

fisheries, mining & quarrying, manufacturing, electricity, gas & water supply 

and construction. Similarly, the secondary sector includes trade, hotel & 

restaurant and transport & communication etc. Finally the tertiary sector 

includes banking, insurance & real estate and community, social and 

personal services.  

The contribution of primary sector, secondary sector and the tertiary 

sector to the Gross District Domestic Product (GDDP) of Keonjhar district for 

the year, 2011-12 (both in current price and 2004-05 price) is given in the pie 

chart below.  

Sectoral composition 

at current prices 

Sectoral composition 

at constant prices 
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During  2011-12 the contribution of primary sector, secondary sector 

and the tertiary sector to GDDP of Keonjhar district is at 2004-05 prices and 

at current prices. From the above analysis it is found that the economy of 

Keonjhar district is becoming more agriculture and allied (including mining 

and quarrying), less industrial and less service oriented. 

Net District Domestic Product (NDDP) of Keonjhar District 

The contribution of primary sector, secondary sector and the tertiary 

sector to the Net District Domestic Product (NDDP) of Keonjhar district from 

the year 2004-05 to 2011-12 at  2004-05 prices and current prices is 

indicated below :- 

Net district domestic product at 

current prices 

Net district domestic product at 

2004-05 prices 

 
 

The above bar diagrams depict the share of NDDP of Keonjhar district 

at current prices and 2004-05 prices under Primary, Secondary and Tertiary 

Sector. During 2011-12, the share of NDDP is 70.40%, 6.43% and 23.17 % 

at   current prices & 47.05%, 11.09% and 41.86% at 2004-05 prices. 

Performance of Keonjhar District 

The share of the Gross, Net District Domestic Product (GDDP/NDDP) 

and Per Capita Net-District Domestic Product of Keonjhar district in 

comparison to state of Odisha for the period from 2004-05 to 2011-12 both 

at 2004-05 prices and current prices is given below:- 

Gross District Domestic product (GDDP) for Keonjhar district 

Sl. No Year 
At Current 
Prices  
(Rs. In lakh) 

At 2004-05 
prices 
(Rs. In lakh) 

Percentage of 
GDDP 
At current 
prices 

Percentage of 
GDDP 
At 2004-05 
prices 

1 2004-05 483935 483935 6.23 6.23 
2 2005-06 576193 516465 6.77 6.29 
3 2006-07 704804 591685 6.92 6.38 
4 2007-08 1041317 664273 8.06 6.46 
5 2008-09 1242469 713219 8.37 6.44 
6 2009-10 1215010 724678 7.46 6.26 
7 2010-11 1745580 724322 8.84 5.79 
8 2011-12 2087970 786520 9.47 6.04 

Source: DE&S, BBSR, Odisha 
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Net District Domestic product of Keonjhar district 

Sl. No Year 
At Current 

Prices 
(Rs. In lakh) 

At 2004-05 
prices 

(Rs. In lakh) 

Percentage of 
NDDP 

At current 
prices 

Percentage of 
NDDP 

At 2004-05 
prices 

1 2004-05 411949 411949 6.06 6.06 
2 2005-06 481720 430527 6.55 6.06 
3 2006-07 587669 491169 6.68 6.15 
4 2007-08 867604 527537 7.81 6.09 
5 2008-09 1027378 556453 8.06 5.97 
6 2009-10 953502 537435 7.02 5.72 
7 2010-11 1396716 519454 8.48 5.20 
8 2011-12 1674382 552252 9.12 5.33 

Source: DE&S, Bhubaneswar, Odisha 

Per capita Net District Domestic Product of Keonjhar District 

Sl. 
No 

Year 
At current 

Prices 
(In Rupees) 

At 2004-05 
prices 

( In Rupees) 

Percentage to 
State Per 

capita income 
at current 

prices 

Percentage to 
State Per 

capita income 
at 2004-05 

prices 
1 2004-05 25086 25086 142 142 
2 2005-06 28917 25844 153 142 
3 2006-07 34776 29065 156 144 
4 2007-08 50609 30772 182 142 
5 2008-09 59075 31996 188 139 
6 2009-10 54044 30462 164 133 
7 2010-11 78035 29022 197 121 
8 2011-12 92211 30414 212 124 

Source: DE&S, BBSR, Odisha 

Price Level 

From the above table it is found that the per capita income at 2004-05 

prices for Keonjhar district is higher than Odisha during the period 2004-05 

to 2011-12. This is higher due to the exploration of minerals in this district. 

In the beginning of the 20th century foodgrains were the cheapest 

immediately after harvest and dearest immediately before harvest.  

During the period from 1903 to1908, the prices of paddy,rice arhar 

kulthi, wheat, barguri molasses and mandia were 40.300kg, 15.160kg, 

12.655kg, 7.065kg and 14.023 kg per rupee respectively. In 1914, prices 

rose  and paddy was sold at 9.330 kg a rupee. In 1916, also prices 

increased.  

In 1921, there was a bumper harvest especially of winter rice and the 

maximum and the minimum price of rice was 16,329 kg. and 8198 kg. per 

rupee respectively. In the next year there was another bumper harvest and 

the price of foodgrains decreased. The maximum and the minimum price of 

rice was 19.595 kg. and 12.596 kg. per rupee respectively. In 1923 the 

district had a good crop and the price level remained constant.  In 1925, the 

price of rice rose  due to increased demand from outside and the maximum 

and the minimum price of rice was 10.730 kg. and 6.532 kg. per rupee 
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respectively. In the next year. the price of rice remained constant. In 1927 

the district suffered a great deal due to high floods in the River Baitarani. 

Then came the serious slump when the price of rice dropped considerably. 

In 1933 the harvest price of paddy, rice, black-gram, green-gram, arhar 

kuithi, wheat, molasses and mandia was 65.310kg., 26.120 kg., 16.090 kg., 

13.063 kg., 20.340. kg., 19.595 kg., 13.063 kg., 13.063 kg. and 19.596 kg. 

per rupee respectively. This price level remained, more or less, constant up 

to 1937. 

Since 1942, there was a phenomenal rise in the prices of agricultural 

products resulting from the activities of the speculators on account of the 

Second World War. The Government anticipated hard days that lay ahead 

and imposed a ban on the export of foodgrains. The Food-grains Control 

Order was promulgated and Price Control Committees were set up. The 

price of paddy, rice, black-gram, green-gram, arhar, kulthi, wheat, molasses 

and mandia was 18.660 kg., 8.164 kg., 7.464 kg., 4.665 kg., 6.531 kg., 5.598 

kg., 3.732 kg., 5.598 kg. and 6.531 kg, per rupee respectively. It was 

expected that with the end of the war the general food situation would ease. 

But it did not, and the price level continued to rise gradually without any 

prospect of recession. 

In the post-Independence period, there has been a phenomenal rise in 

the prices of agricultural produce. In 1954-55 the harvest price of rice, maize, 

wheat, gram, sesamum, mustard, groundnut, linseed, cotton, jute and 

tobacco was 3.732 kg., 3.732 kg., 1.866 kg.,2.073.kg., 1.272kg., 1.866kg., 

2.488kg., 2.488 kg., 0.622. kg., 1.066kg. and 0.155 kg. per rupee 

respectively. This trend of the price level was maintained with slight 

fluctuation up to 1957 after which there was rise in the price of foodgrains.  

Towards 1962 there was a marked rise in the price level of foodgrains.  

 The following table shows the retail price of different commodities for 
the period from 1964 to 1968 :- 

(kg. per rupee) 
Commodities   Year   
 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 

Rice (Fine) 1-348 1282 0889 0826 0811 
Wheat 1192 1690 1-705 1-530 1-250 
Jowar 2036 1-501 1-838 0980 1-062 
Bajra 1-587 1508 1-846 1170 0987 
Maize 1-288 1795 1626 1383 1-361 
Black-gram 1-248 1-081 0995 0798 0687 
Green-gram 1-231 0954 0-973 0789 0-730 
Mustard ..0-753 0-771 0667 0-660 0-581 
Tobacco ..0145 0-135 0215 0-181 0-160 
Sugar ..0-734 0-718 0469 0-599 0543 
Potatoes ..1-214 1-494 1475 1-024 1-092 

The following table shows the price level rise in different agricultural 

commodities in sympathy with the general rise in cost of living in the 

country :- 
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kg. per rupee        Year 

Name of Commodities 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Rice (common variety) 0465 0454 0370 0333 0344 
Rice (fine variety) 0454 0425 0298 0253 0322 
Rice (supper fine) .. .. 0289 0243 0312 
Wheat 0512 0500 

 
0384 0454 

Green-gram 0270 0227 0222 0263 0285 
Black-gram 0 434 0400 0133 0294 0217 
Bunt 0256 0212 0222 0222 0222 
Mustard 0169 0172 0181 0.181 0.158 
Chilli (dry) 0119 0066 0090 0083 0095 

       Prices continued to rise due to inflationary trends in the eighties and 

nineties and continue till date. 

The following  table shows the price level rise in different essential 

commodities in  sympathy  with the general  rise in  cost of living in the 

country :-  

 (Rupees in Kg.) 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the 
commodities 

                                        Year 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

01 Rice(Common variety) 19.00 18.00 24.00 25.00 25.00 
02 Rice(grade-A) 24.00 25.00 30.00 30.00 28.00 
03 Rice(Raw Grade A) 30.00 35.00 42.00 42.00 44.00 
04 Atta 19.00 22.00 24.00 25.00 25.00 
05 Maida 18.00 22.00 23.00 23.00 23.00 
06 Suji 18.00 23.00 24.00 24.00 25.00 
07 Mung Dal 60.00 72.00 76.00 100.00 115.00 
08 Arahar Dal 62.00 68.00 70.00 75.00 155.00 
09 Bunt Dal 54.00 65.00 42.00 48.00 70.00 
10 Biri Dal 56.00 54.00 62.00 75.00 130.00 
11 Masur Dal 44.00 46.00 53.00 76.00 85.00 
12 Mustard Oil 84.00 102.00 95.00 95.00 97.00 
13 Vansapati  65.00 60.00 72.00 64.00 58.00 
14 Palmolin oil 68.00 62.00 74.00 66.00 65.00 
15 Sunflower oil 84.00 96.00 90.00 80.00 90.00 
16 Sugar 34.00 38.00 34.00 34.00 32.00 
17 Gur (Ankapali) 34.00 36.00 40.00 36.00 35.00 
18 Salt (Iodlised) 13.00 16.00 16.00 16.00 17.00 
19 Patato 5.00 12.00 18.00 18.00 10.00 
20 Onion 12.00 22.00 22.00 27.00 40.00 

Source: DPMU/CSO, Keonjhar 

Wages 

Wage is a remuneration payable to a person employed by his employer 

for the work done by him of any manual, unskilled or skilled nature. In the 

past  the system of wage payment to the labourers was mostly in kind like- 

daily food, food grains etc. This system was gradually converted to cash 

payment system. During the 20th century, there was no rule/ law to regulate 

the payment of the working class people who were   at the mercy of the 

employers,  

In the beginning of the 20th century, labourer was paid mostly in kind 

and when paid in cash, wages of unskilled labourer varied from  012 to 049 
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paise per day. The women's wages varied from  040 to.013 paise per day. 

Skilled labour was at premium and no fixed wage could be  quoted. 

The skilled labourer available in the ex-State of Keonjhar were from 

carpenters, blacksmiths and masons who got about Re.0.25 per day. The 

custom of paying the Village artisans, barbers, washermen, sweepers and 

watchmen in kind at harvest time was common. It was a generally 

recognised custom for the Chief to demand and obtain begari or free labour 

from certain castes and classes for carrying their luggage or that of any 

official, and performing various other domestic services, such as, thatching 

houses, etc. But the persons so employed were always given full daily food 

and, in some cases, they also had small rent free grants. This privilege was 

also extended to certain favoured persons, such as, the relations of the 

Chief and his principal officers. The Chief and the headman of the Village 

also received bethi labour for the cultivation of their lands. 

Towards 1934, there was a distinctive rise in the rates of wages of the 

labouring classes which ranged from Re. 0.19 to Re. 0.28 a day. The pinch 

of unemployment was not felt by the landless classes as a large number of 

them found remunerative employment in the mining areas. This wage level 

was maintained up to 1939. In 1941, with the rise in prices of all essential 

commodities, the wage level was also increased from Re. 0.19 to Re. 0.50 a 

day. Towards 1943, the general level of wages rose still higher and the 

wages of agricultural labourers ranged from Re. 0.50 to Re. 0.62 a day. 

It is a well-known fact that agricultural labourer constitutes the lowest 

income group in the community. In 1956 agricultural labourers—men, 

women and children got Re. l.00, Re. 0.75 and Re. 0.50 per day respecti-

vely. Other agricultural labourers, such as, those who  irrigate the fields, 

carry loads, dig wells, etc., were paid at the same rate as that of the field 

labourers. A herdsman whose work is grazing the cattle got Re. 0.75 per 

day. The skilled labourers, such as, carpenter, cobbler and blacksmith got 

Rs. 2.60, Rs. 2.50 and Rs. 2.l0 per day respectively. This wage level 

continued for a short time after which it rose. In 1958 the skilled labourers, 

such as carpenter, cobbler and blacksmith got Rs. 3.00. In 1972 the wage 

level rose further and masons, carpenters and blacksmiths got Rs. 5.00 per 

day. Male labourers got Rs. 3.50 and female Rs. 2.00 per day. A herdsman 

got Rs. 1.50 per day.  

The Payment of Wages Act was passed in the year, 1936 and a  series 

of ammendments have been effected thereafter  to rectify the evils in wage 

payment such as a) ensuring regularity of payment b) ensuring payment in 

legal tender c) preventing arbitrary deductions d) restricting employers’ right 

to impose fines and e) providing remedy to the workers.   
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 In the present scenario, the labourers are mainly seen in four forms 

such as mines labour, industrial labour, construction labour and agricultural 

labour. The payment of the labourers is regulated as per the provisions of 

Payment of Wages Act,1936. The labourers working in mines and industries 

are paid on monthly basis and their payment is released by their employer 

by seventh of succeeding month in case of the establishment employing less 

than thousand workers and by tenth of succeeding month in case of the 

establishment employing more than thousand workers. In the case of 

construction and agriculture labour the labour system of wage payment is 

mostly on weekly basis and in rare cases wage payment is on daily basis. 

The wage rate for different categories of workers ranges from Rs.200/- to 

Rs.1000/- per day depending upon the skill and competence of the worker.  

 A Central Labour machinery  is also functioning with head quarters at 

Barbil to safe guard the interest of the labourers engaged in the 

establishments coming under central sphere like mines, railways, post, 

telegraph etc. 

 Apart from the above legislation for payment of wages, a welfare 

scheme has been introduced by the Government for construction workers 

under the banner of Odisha Building and Other Construction Workers 

Welfare Board and a welfare cell is functioning in the district under the 

supervision of district labour machinery.  Around 50,000 construction 

workers of the district have been registered as beneficiaries under the 

Board. As per the scheme, 16 different types of benefits are being 

distributed to the beneficiaries such as assistance for purchase of bi-cycle, 

working tools, safety equipments, education, marriage, death benefit, 

maternity benefit, skill upgradation training, accident benefit etc. In the last 

three years about Rs 2.00 crore has been spent for distribution of different 

benefits to the eligible registered beneficiaries.  

Around Rs 34.00 crore has been collected as 1% cess from the 

different construction sectors of the district and deposited in the fund of the 

said welfare board. 

 Average daily wages of different classes of Rural Labourers in the 

district of Keonjhar from 1977 till 2010-11 are given in the following table :- 

 Type of Rural 
Labourers 

Average daily wagers per man-day (in Rs) 

  1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 
A.       Skilled Labourer 
1.        Carpenter 6.07 6.00 8.75 8.41 9.90 11.60 13.25 
2.        Cobbler 6.00 7.19 7.50 8.41 9.11 9.00 10.14 
3.        Black Smith 5.53 7.75 7.75 8.50 8.96 9.58 10.32 
B.       Field Labourer 
1.        Men 2.66 4.03 4.31 4.40 4.43 4.97 5.49 
2.        Women 2.10 3.56 3.88 3.50 3.85 4.72 4.62 

3.        Children 2.10 3.07 3.44 3.18 3.53 3.80 4.60 
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C.        Other Agricultural Labourer 
1.        Men 2.66 4.41 4.50 4.90 4.92 5.23 5.75 
2.        Women 2.10 3.88 3.88 4.30 4.25 4.3 4.98 
3.        Children 2.10 3.19 3.38 3.68 3.38 3.56 4.62 

 

Type of Rural 

Labourers 
Average daily wagers per man-day (in Rs) 

  1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 

A.       Skilled Labourer 
1.        Carpenter 14.40 15.03 15.38 17.49 22.36 24.51 25.99 

2.        Cobbler 11.35 11.37 11.40 13.23 15.69 17.86 21.35 

3.        Black Smith 11.45 11.25 11.17 12.56 17.55 18.83 20.86 

B.       Field Labourer 
1.        Men 6.48 6.50 6.79 6.96 8.24 11.03 11.03 

2.        Women 5.37 5.18 5.19 5.61 6.56 8.30 9.35 

3.        Children 5.26 5.04 5.38 5.47 6.41 7.78 8.53 

C.        Other Agricultural Labourer 
1.        Men 6.56 6.5 6.98 8.04 8.00 10.01 12.19 

2.        Women 5.4 5.19 5.81 6.98 7.02 8.33 10.31 

3.        Children 5.4 5.19 5.81 6.98 7.02 8.60 9.07 

 

Type of Rural Labourers Average daily wagers per man-day (in Rs) 

  
1994-

95 
1995-

96 
1999-

00 
2000-

01 
2006-

07 
2007-

08 
2008-

09 
2009-

10 
2010-

11 
A.       Skilled Labourer 
1.        Carpenter 42.74 49.93 67.92 67.7 103.4 110.35 115.42 127.43 151.59 
2.        Masson 45.31 54.52 74.88 78.6 109.67 118.27 15.63 119.17 160.27 
3.        Tractor DRivers 46.09 52.53 86.75 87.7 117.92 132.36 135.81 NA NA 
B.       Agricultural Field Labourer 
1.        Men 21.42 24.87 35.14 34.72 50.33 59.33 65.12 68.87 90.29 
2.        Women 18.15 21.42 32 30.89 45.63 46.63 49.36 60.21 77.02 
3.        Children 16.91 19.15 29.72 29.3  NA NA NA NA NA 
C.        Other Agricultural Labourer 
1.        Men 23.54 26.4 37.84 36.59 58.46 60.46 63.37 71.81 91.7 
2.        Women 19.18 21.9 33.08 32.07 47.76 48.86 54.42 56.77 75.93 
3.        Children 17.17 20.09 31.66 29.23 NA  NA NA NA NA 

( A Source District Statistical Hand Book, Keonjhar) 

Minimum Wages 

 The concept of minimum wages first evolved in connection with 

remuneration of workers in the industries where the level of wages was 

substantially low. Minimum wage is to provide not merely for the bare 

subsistence of life but for the preservation of the efficiency of the workers, 

and, so it is to provide for some measure of education, medical requirements 

and amenities. The concept of minimum wages, therefore, does not mean a 

wage that enables the worker to cover his bare physical need and keep 

himself just above starvation. The capacity of the employer to pay is 

irrelevant in fixing minimum wages. With this objective, Minimum Wages Act 

has been enacted by the Government of India in the year 1948 to provide for 

fixing minimum rate of wages in certain employments. The Act contemplates 

that minimum wage rate should be fixed in the scheduled employments with 
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the dual objectives of providing subsistence and maintenance of the worker 

and his family and preserving his efficiency as a worker. This Act provides 

for the fixation of: a) minimum time rate of wages; b) a minimum piece rate; 

c) a guaranteed time rate, and d) an overtime rate, for different occupations, 

localities or classes of work and for adults, adolescents, children and 

apprentices. Hence, minimum wage is the lowest border line below which no 

employer is allowed to make payment of wages. 

 Accordingly, minimum rate of wages is being fixed and revised by the 

Government from time to time. The minimum rate of wages fixed by the state 

of Odisha for different scheduled employments from 1992 onwards is given 

in the table below :- 

Sl 

No. 

Period Un skilled  Semi 

Skilled 

Skilled Highly 

Skilled 

1 04.12.1992 to 

14.08.1996 

Rs.25/- Rs. 30/- Rs. 35/- Rs.40/- 

2 15.08.1996 to 

10.09.1998 

Rs.30/- Rs.36/- Rs.42/- Rs.48/- 

3 11.09.1998 to 

30.04.1999 

Rs.32.50 Rs.38.50 Rs.42.50 Rs.50.50 

4 01.05.1999 to 

30.04.2001 

Rs.40/- Rs.48/- Rs.56/- Rs.64/- 

5 01.05.2001 to 

31.12.2002 

Rs.42.50 Rs.50.50 Rs.58.50 Rs.66.50 

6 01.01.2003 to 

31.12.2003 

Rs.50/- Rs.60/- Rs.70/- Rs.80/- 

7 01.01.2004 to 

31.12.2005 

Rs.52.50 Rs.62.50 Rs.72.50 Rs.82.50 

8 01.01.2006 to 

30.04.2007 

Rs.55/- Rs.65/- Rs.75/- Rs.85/- 

9 01.05.2007 to 

12.07.2009 

Rs.70/- Rs.80/- Rs.90/- Rs.100/- 

10 13.07.2009 to 

12.07.2011 

Rs.90/- Rs.103/- Rs.116/- Rs.129/- 

11 13.07.2011 to 

08.10.2012 

Rs.92.50 Rs.105.50 Rs.118.50 Rs.131.50 

12 09.10.2012 to 

08.10.2014 

Rs.150/- Rs.170/- Rs.190/- Rs.205/- 

13 09.10.2014 to 

23.07.2015 

Rs.152.50 Rs.172.50 Rs.192.50 Rs.207.50 

14 24.07.2015 

onwards 

Rs. 200/- Rs.220/- Rs.240/- Rs.260/- 

 The minimum wages last fixed by the Government  are payable to 

different categories of employees employed in 88 scheduled employments. 

Source: ALC/DLO, Keonjhar 

 Public Distribution System 

Inthe  Public Distribution  System (PDS)  commodities are being 

distributed to the consumers though the retailers. The Odisha Civil Supplies  

Corporation Ltd was established  in 1980 and it  played a pivotal role  in PDS 
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through which   the  essential  commodities  like rice, wheat, sugar, edible oil 

etc.  were being  distributed to the consumers,  being lifted from FCI and 

other designated agencies  through private storage  agents. The Targeted  

Public Distribution System (TPDS)   started  w.e.f. 1997 and scheme like 

Below Poverty Line (BPL), Antodaya Anna Yojana (AAY), Annapurna (AP)  

and   other targeted groups were  included   under the PDS Stream.  Since 

1997 the pre-paid system was introduced   replacing post-paid  system for  

lifting of PDS commodities  by  the storage agents. Following  the  

recommendation of   Justice Wadhwa  Committee, the  Private Storage  

Agency system was  abolished and replaced by Departmental storage 

system w.e.f.  1.4.2012. 

K.Oil under PDS  was being distributed to the consumers through 

retailers via sub-wholesalers/ wholesalers. The wholesalers under the 

system were being appointed by oil  companies after obtaining requisite 

licence from Collectors. Likewise the sub-wholesalers were  being appointed 

by district administration as per the requirement  and convenience of the 

consumers, like all  other PDS commodities. The intermediary  system of 

sub-wholesalers was also abolished as per the recommendation of Justice 

Wadha Committee w.e.f. 2014.  

Consumer Welfare Programme   

 The  District  consumer dispute and  redressal forum is functioning 

since 1990  to redress the grievances as per the complaints  filed by  

different  consumers.  

Consumer awareness programme 

 Different consumer  awareness programmes are being  organised at  

the block/ urban body and at district level as per the instructions of the 

Government and funds allotted therefor to create awareness among the 

consumers. 

Mode of Distribution of PDS Commodities  

 After  implementation of  Departmental   Storage system  w.e.f. 

1.4.2012,  supply chain management system has been  scaled up in  which,  

starting from generating allotment orders of  different commodities, receipt of 

stocks under PDS, delivery of  commodities to retailers is governed through  

online system. The consumers get their entitlements from the retailers in the 

distribution dates fixed by the Government. 

Besides this, SMS alert to the registered consumers and other stake 

holders has been implemented, so that one can get automatic SMS alert 

after despatch of stock from the depots to retail centres/ other depots. 
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Procurement of  Paddy  

On procurement front, this district is making a headway  by progressively 

increasing the paddy procurement target from the year 2004-05 except 2010-

11. The year wise achievement on paddy procurement is given as under. 

Sl. No. Year of  KMS Total paddy procured 

(In Quintal) 

1 2004-05 2196.90 

2 2005-06 41139.39 

3 2006-07 68636.88 

4 2007-08 142951.17 

5 2008-09 532498.07 

6 2009-10 534483.63 

7 2010-11 510040.62 

8 2011-12 1041627.62 

9 2012-13 1102541.57 

10 2013-14 589714.27 

11 2014-15 821252.84 

Storage System of  Food Grain 

Establishment  of  Grain Bank  

As per government guidelines & target fixed,  34  Village Grain Banks 

are functioning in the district in inaccessible / hilly / flood-prone / rural areas 

for providing food security to the people.  All the Village Grain Banks are 

managed by suitable WSHGs as implementing agency having 30-40 BPL/ 

AAY family as members. The Grain Banks have been provided with food 

grains (rice) and necessary weighing equipments  by the OSCSC Ltd. Also 

necessary training has been imparted to the members of Grain Banks 

regarding smooth functioning of the scheme as per Govt. guidelines. 

Godowns 

 There  are 10  godowns  in the district having  storage capacity of 7000 

mt of rice  and wheat @ 85% of space earmarked for rice and 15% for 

wheat. 

National Food Security Act (NFSA,2013) 

        As  per sub-section(i) of section-10 of National Food Security Act 

(NFSA,2013), Government of Odisha have lunched the process for 

identification of PDS beneficiaries under  NFSA.2013. Accordingly, the  

process for identification of PDS beneficiaries in Keonjhar district is going on. 

A ceiling target of 1484360 beneficiaries has been fixed by the Government 

in respect of this district  to be covered under this scheme. 

LPG Gas  distribution  

 There are 18 LPG distributors appointed by different  Oil marketing 

companies to cater to  the needs of the consumers in the district. 
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Employment  Situation in the District 

  An Employment Exchange was first started at Champua on the 1st 

February 1957. It was shifted to Joda in June, 1957 and subsequently to 

Keonjhar in April, 1961. To meet the employment oppertunites  in the district, 

three sub-offices were opened at Joda, Ghasipura and Champua in 

February 1962, February 1973 and November 1975 respectively. Besides, a 

Rural Employment Bureau was opened at Telkoi on the 24th February, 1975 

to meet the job requirements of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

of the area. These offices are under the control of the District Employment 

Officer with headquarters at Keonjhar.  

  The scope of employment in private sector is limited mostly to flour 

mills, hullers, mining quarries, and plants in the district. Rungta Mines, 

Barbil, ESSEL Mining, Barbil, Bolani Ore Mines, Balda Block Iron Mines, 

Chamakpur Iron Ore Mines, Daitary Iron Ore Mines, Gondhamardhan Iron 

Ore Mines, Jajanga Iron & Mn Mines, Joda East Iron Mines, Uchabali iron & 

Manganese. Mines, Thakurani Iron Ore Mines, Bamebari Manganese Mines, 

Joda West Manganese Mines, Nitigotha Pyrophyllit & Quartzite Mines, 

Naibaga-Katupali Iron & Manganese Mines, Roida  Iron & Mn Mines Ltd, 

Silijora Kalimati Mn & Iron Mine, Dalpahara Iron & Manganese Mines, 

Serenda Bhadrasahi Barpada Kasia (SBBK) Iron & Mineral Mines, Ferro 

Alloys Plant  (M/s TATA Steel Ltd), Bamanipal, Ferro Manganese Plant (M/s 

TATA Steel Ltd), Sagar Mining & Metals Indutries Pvt. ltd, Nayagarh, Shri 

Jagannath Steel & Power Ltd, Uliburu, M/s Crackers India Pvt Ltd, 

Goberdhanpur, M/s Grewal Associates Pvt Ltd, Matkembada, M/s KJS 

Alluwalia Steel & power Division, Barpada,M/s pattnaik Steel & Alloys Ltd, 

Dubuna, M/s Rungta Mines Ltd (Sponge Iron Division), Korakolha, M/s 

Shree Jagannath Metallick Induatries Ltd, Khaparakai, M/s TATA Sponge 

Iron Ltd, Bileipada, PRO Mierals, Basantapur, SSAB Energy & Mineral ltd, 

Dhanurjayapur, Arrow Minerals & Metals Pvt ltd, Vejidihi, Ardent Steel Ltd, 

Phuljhar, Arya Iron & Steel Co.Pvt. Ltd, Matkembada & Jindal Steel & Power 

Ltd, Soyabali,  are the major players in the industrial scenefor providing 

employment to people.  

As regards employment seekers, generally graduates in Arts, Science 

and Commerce, under-graduates, matriculates, unskilled workers and skilled 

workers like electrician, wireman, plumber, welder, rivers, fitter, typist and 

stenographer, DCA, BCA, GNM, ANM, DMLT, Pharmacist, X-Ray-

technician, language teacher register their names in the Employment 

Exchange. 

In the year 2000,  6625  un-employed youths  were registered  and live 

register was 39124 which included SC-5418, ST-7423, PH- 189 and 

Women- 6230. 
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In the year 2014, 7581 un-employed youths  were registered  and live 

register was 42376 which included SC-6522, ST-9552, PH- 312 and 

Women- 11519.   

Tribal development in the district 

 There are about 56 STs in the district out of which the principal tribes 

are Bathudi, Bhuyan, Bhumij, Gond, HO, Juang, Kharwar, Kisan, Kolha, 

Kora, Munda, Oraon, Santal, Saora, Saba and Saunti. These 16 tribes 

constitute 97.72% of the total tribal population of the district. The total ST 

population of Keonjhar district is 8,18,878 having 4,05,927 males and 

4,12,951 females. The percentage of ST population to total population of the 

district is 45.45. The literacy rate among STs in the district is 53.24 (male-

65.22 and female-41.45), whereas the district literacy rate is 68.24 (males-

78.12 and females-41.56). The total number of ST households are 1.74,692 

(rural-1,61,558 and urban-13,134) in the district. The ST workers (main 

workers + marginal works) in the district are 3,76,628 (male-2,16,672+fmale-

1,59,956) (Source: Census, 2011).  

There are two Integrated Tribal Development Agencies (ITDA) viz. 

ITDA, Keonjhar and ITDA, Champua in addition to Juang Development 

Agency, a Micro Project for the uplift of particularly vulnerable tribal group. 

Anandapur Sub-Division has pockets of tribal population which are being 

catered to as per the Modified Area Development Approach (MADA).  

Integrated Tribal Development Agencies (ITDAs) 

 The areas of the two ITDAs under reference are coterminous with the 

area of Keonjhar Sub-Divisiona and Champua Sub-Division respectively. 

These ITDAs started functioning in the district w.e.f. 1st July, 1979 being 

registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 with an objective to 

bring about developments of the ST communities in consonance with the 

constitutional obligations under provisions of Article-46 of the Constitution of 

India. 

 There is a Governing Body in each ITDA for overseeing the working of 

the Agency headed by the Collector as the Chairman and a Class-I officer 

belonging to Odisha Administrative Service / Odisha Welfare Service as the 

Project Administrator. The district level officers of different departments in 

charge of development works are members of the ITDA along with the Local 

MLA, MP and Chairman of Panchayat Samiti (s). The BDO continues to 

remain as the officer at the cutting edge of administration to implement the 

income generating schemes under the Central Special Assistance received 

by ITDAs. ITDAs also undertake works for creating critical infrastructure like 

small irrigation works, tribal school and hostel buildings, etc. which contribute 

substantially to the education of tribal children by putting up low cost hostels. 
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Juang Development Agency (JDA) 

 The Micro Project called “Juang Development Agency” (JDA) covering 

six Gram Panchayats and 35 villages of Banspal Panchayat Samiti of 

Keonjhar ITDA area is functioning with effect from 7.10.1978 with special 

allocation from Ministry of Tribal Affairs to fulfill the constitutional obligations 

by addressing the special needs of the particularly vulnerable Juang Tribe.  

Modified Area Development Approach (MADA) 

 As Anandpur Sub-Division is having sizable ST population, the total 

population not covered by the ITDAs, a special development programme 

called MADA is implemented in the tribal majority pockets of Hatadihi and 

Anandapur CD Block areas of the Sub-Division. Sub-Collector, Anandapur 

functions as Chairman of the Governing body under MADA and schemes are 

implemented through the normal Block agency with additional allocation and 

without any additional staff.  

Special Central Assistance  

 Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the Union Government releases Special 

Central Assistance which is additive to the State Plan for schemes 

exclusively meant for tribal communities which 70% of this special central 

assistance is utilized for implementation of income generating schemes by 

providing admissible subsidy to the groups and individual tribal families, the 

remaining 30% is spent for incidental infrastructure. 

Assistance under Article 275(1) of the Constitution  

 ITDAs receive funds from the consolidated fund of India through the 

Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs for development of critical infrastructure to the 

advantage of tribal communities. This amount is spent for creation of capital 

assets including tribal hostels of residential schools which include Eklavya 

Model Residential Schools. 

Assistance under State Plan / Non-Plan 

 Besides the SCA and assistance under Article 275 (1) of the 

Constitution, State Government provides allocations under various plan and 

non-plan schemes directly benefiting the tribal communities. These schemes 

have made tangible improvement in the socio-economic condition of tribal 

communities despite considerable gaps still existing between the tribal and 

non-tribal areas. 
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CHAPTER-IX 

GENERAL AND REVENUE ADMINSTRATION 

General Administration 

The relations between the British Government and the ex-State of 

Keonjhar were regulated by the terms of the Sanad of 1908. The ex-State 

paid a tribute of Rs. 1,710-1-3 (Rs 1,710.08) to the British Government. In 

criminal matters, the Chief exercised the powers of a first class Magistrate, 

viz., imprisonment up to two years, fine upto one thousand rupees and 

whipping up to thirty stripes; certain classes of offences, such as heinous 

crimes, were excluded from the jurisdiction of the Chief. Such cases were 

committed to the Court of a British Officer for trial. Gopinath Narayan Bhanja, 

who succeeded to the gadi in 1905, had a religious bent of mind. He 

abdicated the gadi in 1907 and the affairs of the ex-State  were kept under 

the management of the British Government from 1907 to 1928 till 

Balabhadra Narayan Bhanja, the son of Gopinath Narayan Bhanja, 

succeeded to the gadi. During this period a Superintendent had been placed 

in direct charge of the ex-State under the overall control of the Political 

Agent. 

For administrative purpose, the ex-State was divided into three Sub-

Divisions, viz., Anandapur, Keonjhar proper and Nayagarh, with Sub-

Divisional Officers in charge. There existed a regular judiciary and executive 

staff and all branches and departments necessary for proper and careful 

administration of the ex-State had been organised. 

With merger of the ex-State with Odisha on the 1st January, 1948 the 

district was formed with three Sub-Divisions, viz., Keonjhar, Champua and 

Anandapur. 

General administration of the district vests with the Collector and 

District Magistrate. In the new set up, the Collector and  District Magistrate is 

in overall charge of the general, revenue and  development administration of 

the district. He is assisted by one or more   Additional District Magistrates 

and a team of other district level officers. He occupies the pivotal position in 

district administration. He co-ordinates and guides the activities of different 

departmental officers in the district for the smooth and efficient 

implementation of different programmes of the Government  

In the changed set up, collection of revenue is no longer the primary 

function of the Collector. The emphasis has been shifted to co-ordination 

and implementation of developmental activities in the district. Still in addition 

to his primary responsibility of collecting land revenue (where leviable) and 

cess and miscellaneous dues of Revenue Department, Government dues of 

other Departments are also collected by him by virtue of his powers as the 

Certificate Officer of the district under the Odisha Public Demand Recovery 
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Act and the Central Revenue Recovery Act. Being the Chief Revenue Officer 

of the district, he is responsible for the management of government land and 

estates including lease and prevention of encroachments and for 

maintenance of land records. He is also responsible for relief, rehabilitation 

and restoration works in  natural calamities like flood, drought, cyclone etc. 

which visit quite frequently not only this district but also many other parts of 

the state. Immediately after Independence and during the first two plan 

periods (1951-61) he was responsible for almost all development works 

implemented in the district, besides being the supervising and statutory 

authority over gram panchayats established under the Odisha Grama 

Panchayat Act, 1948 since the year, 1950. As Captain of the development 

team, he coordinates all development and welfare works in the district. But 

with the constitution of Zilla Parishads, he acts as the Chief Executive officer 

of the Zilla Parisad, which has an elected Chairman. In the Zilla Parisad, he 

exercises all the administrative and financial powers. 

The Collector is under the Revenue Divisional Commissioner, Northern 

Division, with headquarters at Sambalpur. In revenue matters, the Collector 

is under the control of the Revenue Divisional Commissioner who has 

powers to revise some of his orders, to supervise his work and to give him 

general direction. Above the Revenue Divisional Commissioner, the 

Member, Board of Revenue, who is responsible for the efficient running of 

revenue administration throughout the State. 

After separation of the judiciary from the executive, the District 

Magistrate no longer tries criminal cases. Separate Judicial Magistrates have 

been posted to the district and they are functioning under the supervision of 

the District and Sessions Judge.  

Keonjhar district comprises of three sub-division namely Keonjhar  

Sadar,Anandapur & Champua having 13 blocks & 13 tahasils  the 

jurisdictions of which are co-terminus.   

Sub-Divisional Level Administration 

Keonjhar Sub-Division 

Keonjhar block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector cirlces, 24 gram 

panchayats having 253 Villages and one municipality namely Keonjhargarh 

municipality having  headquarters at Keonjhar. The details are as under :- 

Bansapal block / tahasil  comprises 3  Revenue Inspector. circles, 21 

gram panchayats having 162 Villages. 

Telkoi block/ tahasil comprises 4 Revenue Inspector. circles, 22 gram 

panchayats having 148  Villages. 
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Patna block/ tahasil comprises 12 Revenue Inspector circles, 20 gram 

panchayats having 154 Villages. 

Saharpada block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 20 

gram panchayats having 138 Villages. 

Ghatagaon block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 26 

gram panchayats having 142 Villages. 

Harichandanpur block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector. cicles, 

25 gram panchayats having 194 Villages. 

Anandapur Sub-Division  

Anandapur sub-division  comprises  3 blocks/tahasils and one 

municipality namely Anandpaur municipality. The details are as under :- 

Anandapur block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 16 

gram panchayats having 122 Villages. 

Ghasipura block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 22 

gram panchayats having 173 Villages. 

Hatadihi block/ tahasil comprises 7 Revenue Inspector circles, 31 gram 

panchayats having 216 Villages. 

Champua Sub-Division  

Champua Sub-Division comprises of 3 blocks namely Joda, Champua, 

Jhumpura and 3 tahasils namely Barbil, Champua, Jhumpura, two 

municipalities namely Barbil and Joda and one newly created  Notificed Area 

Council at Champua. The details are as under :- 

Joda block/ Barbil tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 15 

gram panchayats having 127 Villages. 

Champua block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 23 

gram panchayats having 151 Villages. 

Jhumpura block/ tahasil comprises 6 Revenue Inspector circles, 22 

gram panchayats having 152 Villages. 

  There is a 3-tier Panchayati Raj system as per 73rd amendment of the 

Constitution of India in the district with all the rural development schemes 

and programmes being implemented and monitored through Panchayati Raj 

Institutions viz. Zilla Parishad at district level, Panchayat Samitis at block 

level and Gram Panchayats at the grass root level. 

 There are 24 Police Stations in the district along with one Energy Police 

Station at Keonjhargarh.  
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  As regards Joda block, the block head quarters is located in Joda 

municipal area whereas the tahasil functions at Barbil within a distance of 12 

kilometres. Joda block covers Joda municipality as well as Barbil 

municipality. Similary Barbil tahasil covers both the municipalities alongwith 

the gram panchayats and Villages as has been indicated  above.        

Revenue Administration                                   

In the olden days, there was no land settlement in the region forming  

the present district of Keonjhar. The revenue system was simply that  of 

making certain demands upon the Village headmen who were left to 

distribute the burden of the demand upon the cultivators in their Villages in 

any manner they considered suitable. 

Probably, each Village was called upon to pay as much as it would 

bear and agree to pay. But in those days cultivators were fewer than land 

available for cultivation. There was the possibility of cultivators pressed by 

too heavy a demand throwing up their cultivation and shifting to other areas.  

Prior to the first settlement of the ex-State of Keonjhar, the tenantry of 

the area mainly composed of the Paiks or armed retainers and   cultivators. 

The paiks were fighting for the Raja when there was war. In peace time 

they were cultivating their own land and performing ordinary police duties. 

They, because of their services to the ruler, were enjoying land rent-free. 

On the other hand the cultivators were supplying the wherewithal for 

supporting the Raja, his family and his court. On the occasion of some 

important events in the Raja's family or to provide the Raja any articles of 

luxury, extraneous cess were being levied from these tenants from time to 

time. In nutshell, it can be said that the Chief and his followers took as 

much as could be extracted from the cultivators and traders living in the ex-

State.  

The first settlement of the ex-State was made in 1803, the details of 

which are not available. Bebarta Chintamani Mohapatra conducted the 

settlement in 1803 which was crude in nature. 

The next settlement of the ex-State started in 1858 and lasted till 

1862. This settlement is popularly called as the 'Bebarta Settlement'  as it 

was made by Bebarta Rai Chandra Sekhar Dhal. The settlemnt was based 

upon measurement of land. The original mana in Upper Keonjhar which, as 

said before, covered an area usually sown with 20 kataki seers (25 kg.) of 

seed-paddy, was found to be 18 dasti padika mana of 20 gunths. 

Accordingly, the lands were measured with a padika of 7 feet 5 inches (2.26 

metres). As before, only jal lands were assessed. The rent for raiyati 

holdings were fixed at 8 to 12 annas (Re.0.50 to Re.0.75) and in special 

cases from 4 to 6 annas (Re.0.25 to Re. 0.37) per mana. In this settlemnt a 

great number of valid and invalid rent-free holdings were resumed. 
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Source –Ramadhyani Report on Land Tenures and the Revenue System Of 

the Odisha and Chhatisgarh States (Vol. I). 

 The third settlement of the ex-State was made by Captain Johnstone 

in 1868   after the rebellion of 1857. The lands of a great number of Paiks 

were resumed and paikali rates were increased all round to 5 to 7 annas 

(Re.0.31 to Re.0.44) per mana. The raiyati rates were retained unchanged. 

The revenue of the ex-State in this settlement came upto Rs.50,000. 

 Maharaja Dhanurjay Narayan Bhanja (1861-1905) commenced  fresh 

settlement dandapat' by dandapat (a group of Villages) in Upper Keonjhar 

with occasional revision known as rafa from 1870. His Minister, Bichitra-

nanda Das, settled Lower Keonjhar in 1878. But the Settlement Officer 

omitted to specify the total area brought under assessment or the land 

revenue fixed at these settlements. 

A rather more elaborate settlement was started in 1892 and  

completed in August, 1900. It was current till 1913-14. This settlement was 

said to have started in 1888, but it was interrupted by the Bhuiyan melee in 

1891. It was resumed the next year when the melee was subdued. As the 

causes of the rebellion were also connected with agrarian discontent, the 

Agent posted by the Government  after the rebellion was directed to 

undertake a land survey and settlement. The survey was taken up under 

the Bengal Tenancy Act. In this settlement, no regular survey was made of 

all cultivable areas, but of only those portions of the Villages actually 

brought under cultivation. The unit of measurement was a padika or 

bamboo pole of a given length which varied from place to place and the 

area extracted was in manas and gunths which also varied in Upper 

Keonjhar and Lower Keonjhar. The lands were classified into six categories, 

viz., Jala, Kala, Gora, Dahi, Pal and Dalua. The map of the ex-State was 

prepared. The total area as per the settlement is given below:- 

Total Village area of Keonjhar ex-State as arrived at in the Settlement of 
1892-1900 are given as under :- 

         (in acres) 

      Village Area 
 

Sub-Division -       Cultivated       Uncultivated       Total Village 

    Village area     Village area            area 

      1          2                  3         4                   

Kendujhar .. 85,892.62  1,27,800.18 2,13,693.40 

Champua  .. 54,482.98  1,34,839.92 1,89,322.90 

Anaridapur  78,212.98  2,08,715.40 2,86,928.28 

Total   .. 2,18,588.4 84,71,356.10 6,89,944.58 

 In the revenue administration of the district, tahasil functions at the 

grassroot level. The basic functions of the tahasil are land revenue 
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administration i.e. management of Govt. land including preventing 

encroachments on the said land, collection of land revenue as well as issue 

of RoRs, conducting survey and settlement of land using modern technology 

as per special Odisha Survey and Settlement (Amendment) Act, 2012 as 

well as to provide miscellaneous certificates to the general public etc. The 

tahasil wise detail information of 13 tahasils of the district are given as 

under:- 

Tahasilwise Information 

Champua Tahasil 

Champua Tahasil started functioning w.e.f. 1.4.1963. The total area of 

this Tahasil is ac. 84,754.274. (342.98sq.kms.) The Tahasil is coming under  

the jurisdiction of Champua sub-division and the area of the Tahasil is co-

terminus with the area of Champua Block  and Champua NAC is consisting 

six is R.I. circles namely Champua, Jyotipur, Chimila, Remuuli, Karanjia and 

Bhanda. The tahasil is constituted with 151 Revenue Villages under 23 

G.Ps. and newly created Champua NAC which coveres three Police Stations 

namely Champua, Joda (part) and Baria(part). The total population of the 

tahasil is 1,15,103 as per 2011 census. Communication facilities are 

available from Tahasil head quarters to district head quarters. The principal 

income sources of the people are cultivation and business.  

Champua Tahasil is situated 50 kms away from district headquarters. 

This Tahasil is surrounded by Maurbhanj district in east, Barbil tahsil in west, 

Singhbhum district of Jharkhand state in north and  Jhumpura tahasil  in 

south. 

Barbil Tahasil 

The Barbil Tahasil is functioning w.e.f. 1-4-1963 in its own building.  

The total area of this tahasil is ac.119896.103 (257.5 sq. kms). This tahasil is 

coming under the jurisdiction of Champua sub-division and the area of this 

tahasil is co-terminus with the area of Joda block consisting six R.I. circles 

namely – Barbil, Joda, Dabuna,  Bhadrasahi, Bileipada, Chamakpur and two 

Municipalities, Barbil and Joda.  The Tahasil is constituted with 127 Revenue 

Villages under 15 Grama Panchyats and 2  Municipalities and covers 6  

Police Stations namely Joda, Barbil, Bolani, Rugudi, Bamebari and part of 

Champua P.S. The total population of this Tahasil is 2,72,035 as per 2011 

census. Communication facilities are available from tahasil head quarters to 

district head quarters. Handibhanga water fall and Lord Murga Mohadev  

temple are  important tourist places of this tahasil. The principal income 

sources of the people are cultivation and business under  mining activities.  

Barbil Tahasil is situated 80 kms away from district headquarters. This 

Tahasil is surrounded by  Champua Tahasil in east, Sundargarh district  in 
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west,  West Singhbhum district of Jharkhand state in north and  Jhumpura 

Tahasil  in south. 

Jhumpura Tahasil  

This  Tahasil started functioning  w.e.f. 1.10.2010 after its separation 

from the mother Tahasils namely Champua and Barbil. The total 

geographical area of the Tahasil is ac.1,19,960.469. This Tahsil is situated 

22 kms. away from the district headquarters. This tahsil surrouanded by 

Champua and Patna tahsils in the east, Badbil Tahsil in the west, Champua 

Tahsil in the north and Keonjhar Tahsil in the South. The tahsil comprises of 

six RI circles having  152 Revenue Villages. There are 22 gram panchayats 

and 4 Police Stations namely Champua, Jhumpura, Baria and Bamebari. 

The area of this Tahasil is co-terminus with the area of Jhumpura block. The 

Tahasil has a population of 1,13,174 as per 2011 census. An area of 9870 

hc would be the aycut area under Jhumpura Tahasil  of Kanpur Irrigation 

project (Major Irrigation project) which is under construction. A part of the 

Tahasil is covered with mountains and forest growth. Iron ore and 

manganese mines namely Naibuga iron and manganese mines  are located 

in the Tahasil area. River Baitarani has coursed through  the Tahasil area. 

There is one community health centre at Jhumpura and four primary health 

centres situated at Ukhunda, Malda, Gumura and Asanpat to cater to the 

medical needs of the people. Besides, three Ayush hospitals are also 

available in Village Baria, Nahabeda and Chauthia. Chhau dance of Asanpat 

is  famous and  its training centre is located in Village Asanpat under 

Jhumpura Tahasil. All the 6 R.I.Circles are connected with all weather roads.   

Jhumpura  is situated 22 kms away from district headquarters. This Tahasil  

surrounded by east-Champua & Patna Tahasil, west- Barbil Tahasil, north-

Champua Tahasil and south-Keonjhar Tahasil comes under Champua Sub-

Division. 

Keonjhar Tahasil 

The Keonjhar Tahasil is functioning w.e.f 1.4.1963 in its own building. It 

covers  6  R.I circles. This Tahasil is compries of 253 Revenue Villages with 

24 G.Ps and one municipality (Keonjhargarh municipality)  which coveres   

two Police Stations i.e Sadar  and Town. The total area of this Tahasil is ac 

118726.038. NH 215 and NH 49 are passing through the Tahasil and cross 

each other at same level in Keonjhar town. One air strip exists adjacent to 

NH 215 at Raisuan and one Mini Stadium is at Village Sankarpur situated on 

the side of NH-49. Two iron based industrial units namely MSP Spong Iron 

Ltd. at Haladiaguna and Gandhamardan Sponge Iron Ltd. at Khaparakhai 

are situated under this Tahasil. Total population of the Tahasil is 1,62,148 as 

per 2011 census. From the tourist point of views, the Sidha Jagannath 

Mandir at Sidhamatha, Lord Baladev Jew Mandir, old town,Keonjhar, 

Kanjhari Dam near Gopalpur are important places of this Tahasil. 
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The Tahasil touches  Ghatgaon  in east, Patna Tahasil in north, 

Jhumpura Tahasil in west  and Banspal & Harichandanpur in south  

Patna Tahsil 

The Tahasil has come into existence on divison of Keonjhar Tahasil 

and started functioning since 31.10.1996 as Tahasil since 1.4.2004. This 

tahsil is coming under the jurisdiction of Keonjhar sub-division consisting of  

12 RI circles  which comprises of 154 Revenue Villages covered under 20 

G.Ps. The 154 Villages of the Tahasil are coming under 3 Police Stations 

namely  Patna, Ghatagaon, Turumunga. The area of this Tahasil is co-

terminus with the area of Patna block. It is located 32 kms towards east from 

district head quarters. The total population of this Tahasil is 1,01,518 as per 

2011 census and the total area  is  ac. 105464.39. Bhimkund  water fall  and 

Shiv temple newly built at the bank of River Baitarani are   important tourist 

places. Communication facilities are available from Tahasil head quarters to 

disrict. head quarters. 

This tehsil is bounded by  Karanjia tehsil towards north-east, 

Saharapada tehsil towards north, Champua towards west, Keonjhar towards 

south-west and Ghatgaon towards south-east. The Baitarani River flows in 

its border and segregates it from Mayurbhanj and Saharpada.  

Saharpada Tahasil 

The Saharpada Tahasil started functioning  since 4.11.2009 on division 

of Keonjhar Tahasil with headquarters  at Saharpada. It is  located 57 kms.  

from the district headquarters Keonjhargarh. The total area of the Tahasil is  

ac.95883.98. Saharpada is linked with all weather road communication to 

district headquarters as well as with state capital. The Ranchi- Vijayaward 

corridor from Dhenkikote to Karanjia passes between Saharpada. There are 

6 (six) Revenue Inspector circles namely 1. Saharpada, 2. Udayapur, 3. 

Tendra, 4, Machhagarh, 5. Damahuda and 6. Malarpada  Tahasil comprising  

20 gram panchayats and 138 Revenue Villages out of which 112 Villages 

are coming under Patna Police Station and rest 26  under Turumunga Police 

Station. According to the 2011 census, the total population of the Tahasil is 

88185,. The major income source of the people is agriculture. The total 

agriculture land is ac. 50407.863 out of which ac. 669.58 is irrigated. as well 

as state headquarters The area of the Tahasil is co-terminus with the area of 

Saharapada Block coming under Keonjhar Sadar sub-division. 

It is bounded by the River Deo at north,  River Baitarani at west and 

south and inter-district boundary Keonjhar- Mayurbhanj at east. 

Telkoi Tahasil 

The Tahasil is functioning w.e.f. 1.4.1963 covering an area of 

Ac128465.500. The Tahasil was bifurcated after creation of a new Tahasil at 
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Banspal in 2010. This  Tahasil has 148 Revenue Villages in 22  GPs., 4 RI 

circles and 1  Police Station i.e. Telkoi ps. The area of this Tahasil is co-

terminus with the area of Telkoi Block. The Tahasil is situated 15 kms away 

from N.H.49.River Samakoi is flowing about Half km. from the Tahasil 

headquators. As per 2011 census, the total population is 96,551. The major 

area of this Tahasil is hilly with reserve forest having no irrigation facilities. 

Most of the people are S.T. category and they depend upon forest products 

and cultivation for their livelihood. Communication facilities are available 

from the Tahasil head quarters to district head quarters. Medical facilities are 

also available for people. Tenteinali water fall is a tourist place which is 

situated at Padanga Village in  this Tahasil. The Tahasil is surrounded by 

Banspal Tahasil in north, Dhenkanal district in south, Harichandanpur 

Tahasil in east and Anugul district in west. 

Banspal Tahasil 

The Tahasil   has been created in March 2010 with its headquarters at 

Banspal on divison from mother Tahasils, like Keonjhar, Telkoi and 

Harichandanpur.   Population of this Tahasil as per 2011 census is 1,01,033. 

Most of the people are Scheduled Tribes  categories i.e Juanga, Bhuyan 

Kolha etc. One Juanga Development Agency is functioning at Gonasika for 

development of Juanga people. The Tahasil  consists of 162  Revenue 

Villages,in three R.I circles,21 G.Ps    under Sadar, Raisuan, Nayakote and 

Kanjipani  Police Stations. The total area of the Tahasil is Ac.1122250.63 

which is co-terminus with the area of Banspal Block. The Gonasika, the 

origin of Baitarani River is an important tourist place. Khandadhara water fall 

and  Sanaghagara  water falls are also important tourist places. 

Gandhamardan  mine is situated  under this Tahasil. Two iron based 

industrial units namely Sreemetalic Spong Iron Ltd. Ardent Steel Ltd. are  

situated in this Tahasil.Communication facilities are available from the 

Tahasil head quarters to district head quarters at a distance of 30 kms. The 

Tahasil is surrounded by Telkoi Tahasil in the east,  Sundargarh district in 

the west, Champua Tahasil in the north and Keonjhar Tahasil in the south. 

Ghatagaon Tahasil 

The Ghatagaon Tahasil is functioning w.e.f 1.4.1982 in its own building 

after division from the mother Tahasils, Keonjhar and Telkoi  coming under 

Keonjhar sub-division.  Total area of the Tahasil is ac. 113884.757 

consisting of six R.I circles, 26 G.Ps covered under Ghatagaon and part of 

Pandapada ps. The Tahasil has 142 Revenue Villages and  is co-terminus 

with the area of Ghatagaoan Block.  Major part of the Tahasil is covered with 

forest area.  The Tahasil has  a population of 118568 as per 2011 census. 

The N.H 215 is passing in the middle point of this Tahasil area and 

communication facilities are available from the Tahasil head quarters to state 

and district head quarters. Maa Tarini temple at Ghatagaon, Gundichaghagi 
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waterfall, Banachakulia,  Sitabinji, Lord Nilakantheswara temple, 

Barahatipura, District park,Chikinia  of this Tahasil are  important tourist 

places in Odisha. The Tahasil is surrounded by Ghasipura Tahasil in the 

east,Keonjhar  Tahasil in the west, Patna Tahasil in the north and-

Harichandanpur Tahasil in south.   Good medical facilities are available.   

Harichandanpur Tahasil 

Harichandanpur Tahasil is functioning as a new Tahasil since 

23.4.2008 after its bifurcation from Ghatagaon Tahsil. The total geographical 

area of the Tahasil is ac. 1,56,572.082. This Tahasil  consists of 194 

Revenue Villages in 6 R.I circles and 25 Gram Panchayats covered by  three 

Police Stations namely Harichandanpur and Daitary and part of  Pandapada. 

A major part of the Tahasil is covered with hills and forest area. Entire area 

of Daitary G.P is reserved forest comprising of hilly terrain enriched with iron 

ores. Iron mining operation is going on by Odisha Mining Corporation. There 

is a Ferro Alloys plant of TATA situated at  Brahmanpal Village. There are 

communication facilities avaible to most part of the Tahasil.  However there 

are some inaccessible pockets in this Tahasil as some Villages are in the 

hilly area and there is no road connectivity to those places. Medical facilities 

are available to the people. This Tahasil has a strategically important 

location as this is the entry point to Keonjhar district. The total population of 

the Tahasil is 1,64,927 as per 2011 census. The Chandangiri cave where 

the the Musal River originated is  an important tourist palce. This Tahasil is 

surrounded by Ghasipura Tahasil at  the east, Telkoi Tahasil at the 

west,Ghatagaon  Tahasil at the north and -Dhenkanal district at  the south.   

Anandapur Tahasil 

 Anandapur  Tahasil started functioning w.e.f 1.4.1963 comprising  11 

R.I circles. In the year 2013 Ghasipura Tahasil was carved out of it. At 

present this Tahasil is functioning with 6 R.I circles covering 122 Revenue 

Villages, and 16  G.Ps under 3 Police Stations namely Anandapur, 

Ghasipura and Ramachandrapur under Anandapur sub-division. The area of 

the Tahasil is co-terminus with the area of  Anandapur Block and part of 

Anandapur muncipality. The revenue circles of this Tahasil are Ananadapur, 

Kanto, Kodapada, Gayalmunda, Kantipal and Panchupalli. The Tahasil has 

an area of ac.80537.827 ( 326.178sqr. k.ms.) As per  2011 census, the 

population  is 1,49,044. River Baitarani is fiowing in the south of the tahsil is 

a prominent landmark. Agriculture is the main livelihood of the people. Paddy 

is the staple crop of this area. Vegetables are grown in many Villages. Many 

parts of the area of  this Tahasil are irrigated. The temple of Lord 

Dadhibaman Jew Bije, Anandapur is an important place of tourist’s 

attraction.  Anandapur Tahasil is highly prone to flood. Fakirpur Village of 

this Tahasil is an important place from sericulture point of view. NH-215 and 

SH-53 pass through the Tahasil. These two roads are lifelines for the people 
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of Anandapur. The Tahasil is surrounded Mayurbhanj district in the north, 

Ghasipura Tahasil in the south Ghatagoan Tahasil in  the west, Hatadihi 

Tahasil in the east.  Good medical facilities are available  in the  sub-

divisional head quarters hospital situated in Ghasipura  which is only 5km  

from  Anandpur. 

Ghasipura Tahasil 

Ghasipura Tahasil was  created on 1.4.2011 on division of the mother 

Tahasil Anandapur consisting of  22  G.Ps under Ghasipura and 

Ramchandrapur p.s. in Anandapur sub-division having geographical area of 

ac. 89129.976. The population of this Tahasil is 141832  as per the census-

2011. It covers 173 Villages under 6 R.I. circles out of which 10 Villages are 

coming under urban area i.e. Anandapur municipality. Agriculture is the chief 

occupation of the inhabitants of this Tahasil.  River Baitarani flows in the 

north of the Tahasil. Besides two tributaries to Baitarani namely Remala and 

Kushei are flowing in the other side. The N.H-215 i.e. Panikoili to 

Rajamunda, runs through this Tahasil. There is good communication facility 

to district head quarter and all R.I circles. N.H.-215 is also well connected 

with Anandapur-Bhadrak state Highway. The area of this Tahasil is co-

terminus with the area of Ghasipura Block and  part of Anandapur 

muncipality. Lord Jhadeswar Mahesh temple at Ghasipura, Lord Raghunath 

Jew  temple at Biragovindpur Lord Kushaleswar Mahesh temple  at Deogaon 

and Lord Jagannath  temple at Nuapada  are important tourist places. This 

Tahasil is surrounded by Jajpur district in the east and in the south, 

Anandapur   Tahasil in the west  and in the north. Adequate medical facilities 

are available.  

Hatadihi Tahasil 

The Tahasil office, Hatadihi started functioning after division from the 

mother Tahasil, Anandapur on 1.12.1982. The Tahasil has been functioning 

with 216  Revenue Villages, 31 G.Ps. and 7 R.I. circles. The total area of the 

Tahasil is ac.84, 386.667, (217.89 sq.kms).  The area of this Tahasil is co-

terminus with the area of Hatadihi Block. As per 2011 census the total 

population of the Tahasil is 164233. There are 3(three) Police Stations in the 

Tahasil namely Nandipada, Soso and part of Anandapur ps.  

Gadachandi temple at Sundarapal, Ramachandi temple at Thunigaon 

and Salandi Dam project, Hadgarh are the tourist places in the Tahasil. 

Agriculture is the main source of income of the people. 

Communication facilitieas are available from  Tahasil head quarters to 

district head quarters.  Anandapur –Bhadrak State Highway is passing 

through the Tahasil area. The Baitarani and Salandi Rivers are flowing in the 

Tahasil area. The Salandi dam project, Hadagarha is providing irrigation 

facilities to  ac19584.77 agricultural land  this Tahasil. Three companies 
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namely of IMFA, OMC, FACOR are engaged in the  mining operation  for 

chromite. This Tahasil is bounded by Bhadrak district in the east, Anandapur  

Tahasil in the west, Mayurbhanj district in  the north and Jajpur district in the 

south. Adequate medical facilities are available in  sub-divisional head 

quarters hospital, Anandapur  and in Hatadihi and in Salania C.H.Cs  

For the purpose of revenue assessment the classification was made 

according to Dandapat and the Villages in them, and not on the basis of soil 

classification. The Dandapats were grouped together according to their 

situation and then they were divided into three classes. The Villages in each 

of them were again divided into three classes with the result that there were 

nine different rates of rent adopted in each group of Dandapats for rice land 

only or altogether 27 rates for Upper Keonjhar. Goda or uplands were 

divided into four classes though it is found that no distinction was made 

between the godas of different classes of Villages and Dandapats. Evidently, 

the end in view was to increase the land revenue of Upper Keonjhar by 36 

per cent. 

The cultivated area according to the settlement of 1892 was 1,42.451 

acres in upper Keonjhar and 79,002 acres in lower Keonjhat and total land 

revenue as arrived at was Rs 2,24,110.00 

Settlement of 1914-15 actually commenced in November 1911 after 

C.W.E. Connolly joined as the Settlement Officer in the ex-State. The 

settlement operations were completed in 1915- This was so to say, the first 

regular land revenue settlement in the ex-State as in it a regular chain and 

plane table survey was made for the first time. Record-of-rights and Village 

maps were prepared in accordance with the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Assessment also was made under the Bengal Tenancy Act, land being 

classified into two kinds (wet or low land and Goda or upland) with three 

grades in each. The area traversed, surveyed and settled came to 4,73,154 

acres of cultivated land and 8,70,591 acres of uncultivated land. It contained 

1,04,879 holdings and 9,83,5 13 plots. The survey did not cover the areas 

inhabited by the Bhuiyan and the Juang tribes. 

The total Village area excluding Bhuiyan and Juang pirhs arrived at in 

this settlement  shows a considerable increase as compared to the 1892 

Settlement. This increase was due mainly to the reason that during the 

settlement of 1892-1900,  the measurement was not accurate and there 

were lands which should have been assessed but escaped assessment. 

These were all detected by accurate chain measurement in this settlement. 

The increase in the uncultivated area in Upper Keonjhar is ascribed to 

the reasons that during the previous settlement only cultivated waste lands 

including gochar, smasan and godas were shown, but the jungles, hills, 

Rivers and nullahs lying within the Village boundary were either left out or 
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an approximate area was taken. In this settlement uncultivated area 

included all waste lands, jungles, hills, Rivers, nullahs and godandas lying 

within the Village boundary.  

Settlement records consisted  of an index showing the plot number, 

khata number, the raiyats' name and the area, the 'theriz' showing the name 

of the raiyat, khata number, details of the holdings and the rent, and the 

Khatian which included a Khewat showing the various tenures and rent; and 

individual khatas giving the number of the plot, the area, boundaries and 

rent as well as details of holdings and status of the land. Each raiyat in the 

settled area was given a patta at the settlement which was a copy of the 

khata. In the Bhuiyan Pirh, a register showing the tax of each person was 

maintained. In the Juang Pirh there was no such register and the headman 

distributed the rent among the raiyats. In the Villages of the open tract, the 

Village headman had an ekpadia (rent roll) showing the area, name and 

rent against each raiyat. No ekpadia was maintained at the headquarters. 

Village headmen were supplied with receipt books free of charge and no 

charges were made for the ekpadia. No annual register of rent was 

maintained by the Village headman. A duplicate copy of the patta could be 

obtained on payment of Re. 1 but it was not certified as true and was not 

admissible as evidence though signed by the Sub-Divisional officers. For 

certified copies, an extra charge was made. 

The old system of soil classification was not adopted in the 1914-15 

Settlement. The very simple and intelligible system adopted in Angul, 

Saraikela and Porahat was followed. 

Lands were classified into two classes i.e. (i) wet lands and (ii) Goda 

(uplands), each of which was again subdivided into three grades. 

First class wet lands, generally known as Bera, were those that were 

low-lying and obtained sufficient moisture, and were highly manured. These 

were classed as Aul lands. Second class lands or Duom rice lands were a 

little inferior to Bera lands. The third class or Soim lands were those that 

entirely depended on rainfall. They lacked in nutrient and yielded poor 

crops. 

As assessed in the 1914 Settlement, the following table shows the rates 

of rent per acre of different classes of land in Upper and Lower Keonjhar :- 

Classification of land     Upper Keonjhar               Lower Keonjhar 

(1) Wet Rice Land : 
 1st Class  Rs. 1-12-0 (Rs. 1.75) Rs. 3-0-0 (Rs. 3.00) 
 2nd Class  Rs. 1-4-0 (Rs. 125)  Rs. 2-12-0 (Rs. 2.75) 
 3rd Class  Re. 1-0-0 (Re. 1.00)  Rs. 2-4-0 (Rs. 2.25) 
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(2) Goda Land 
 1st Class  Re. 0-11-0 (Re. 0.69) Rs. 3-2-0 (Rs. 3.12) 
 2nd Class  Re. 0-5-0 (Re. 0.31)  Rs. 1-12-0 (Rs. 1.75) 

3rd Class  Re. 0-2-0 (Re. 0.12)         Rs. 1-0-0 (Re. 1.00) 

Land Tenure and Tenancy Rights 

 Maharaja Dhanurjay Bhanja issued a special robakari (circular) after 

the Settlement of 1892 in which he mentioned all sorts of grants and also 

restricted their constant transfer by sale or gift. That order became effective 

from the 1st January, 1905. The tenures of the ex-State of Keonjhar were, (1) 

Niskar Lakhraj (rent free), (2) Tanki Lakhraj (paying quit-rent), (3) Zamindari 

(paying a fixed nominal rent) and (4) Rayats (paying full rent). 

The following shows the detailed division of tenures:- 

1. Rent free tenures or Niskar Lakhraj were divided into— 

(a) Debottar and Pirottar or endowments to the Thakurs (Hindu 

deities) and Pirs or Mohammedan saints for religious purpose. 

(b) Brahamottar, either sasan chakra or khudra dans given to 

Brahmins only for establishment of sasans and maintenance, 

respectively. 

(c) Dakhina, gift or endowments to Brahmins, occasionally to Ballav 

Guru and to Raj Guru. 

(d) Khairat or Khanja or assignment for running mathas or Hindu 

religious institutions. 

(e) Khanja assignments of land made for maintenance of Raj family 

such as Rani Sahiba and Tikait Sahib. 

(f) Kharposh for maintenance of relatives called Babuan Jagirs. 

(g) Panpik (spittle grant), a permanent gift which was of two kinds-

Niskar Panpik and Tanki Panpik. 

(h) Dutta Niskar which was of two kinds- Dutta Niskar and Dutta 

Tanki. 

(i) Service Jagir given to the servants of the ex-State. 

(j) Niskar Chinra Jagir. 

2. Tanki Lakhraj tenures or those paying quit-rent were: 

(a) Debottar 

(b) Panpik 

(c) Dutta (gift) 

(d) Brahmottar 

(e) Mohatran 

(f) Miscellaneous Tanki and other petty dans made to Behera, 

Pradhan, Besoi of Kardangi of Charigurh and Bedhayjal’s son, 

etc. 
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3. Tanki Jagir : 

(a) Jagir granted by (1) the Durbar, and (2) Zamindars 

(b) Chadah 

(c) Raktapatta 

(d) Khorposh of Babu Braja Kishore Mahapatra 

4. Zamindari Jagirs: 

(a) Kaliahata 

(b) Dhenka 

5. Raiyati (Mahal rent paying) 

The total area under each class of tenures in the ex-State during the 

Settlement of 1914-15 (cultivated and uncultivated) is shown below :- 

 (in acres) 

Subdivison 
Cultivated Total 

Village area 
Uncultivated Village area Area 

1 2 3 4 

Sadar 

(Kendujhar) 
24309028 53429101 77738129 

Champua 11002949 2.1363117 32366066 

Anandapur 12003417 122669 13 24270310 

Total 47315194 87059131 134374525 

 

Land Revenue assessed at 1914-15 Settlement (in rupees) 

Source of revenue 
Upper 

Koenjhar 

Lower 

Keonjhar 
Total 

1 2 3 4 

State demands from raiyati and Tanki, and 

Zamindari, etc. 
189728 211769 401497 

From Debottar, Tikait and Rani Saheba. 14788 17330 32118 

School and Dispensary cesses .. 15305 15826 31131 

Nistar cess, etc. .. 32563 13583 46146 

   Total 
252384 25508 510892 

* One acre-..404687 hectare 

Total Village area under each class of tenure in the ex-State (both 
cultivated and uncultivated) as per 1914-15 Settlement are as under:- 

 

Class of Tenure Upper Keonjhar 
(acres) 

Lower 
Keonjhaar 

(acres) 

 Total 
(acres) 

I.Niskar Lakhraj Tenure     
1. Debottar 2778912 1734131  45131'03 
2. Perottar 

 
2164  2164 

3. Brahmottar 802950 621746  1424696 
4. Dakhina 15.36 22298  23834 
5. Khairat 081 1821  1902 
6. Khanja(a) Rani 4601-35 158813  619008 
                  (b) Tikait 1019426 922'56  1111682 
7. Khorposh Babuyan 2520 ..  2520 
8. Panpika 30124 520Y47  82171 
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9. Dutta Niskar .. .. 8940  8940 
10. Service Jagir . .453128 94826  547954 
11. Mohatran .. .. 2716  2716 
12. Chada Niskar .. .. 308  308 
13. Chinra Jagir .. .. 560  560 
H.  Tanki Lakhraj Tenure     
1. Panpika 48511 64315  112886 
2. Dutta 12161 120002  1321.63 
3. Brahniottar 6152 152423  158515 
4. Mohatran including Sounti 27791 5443  33214 
Grant     
5. Debottar 7124 41291  48415 
6. Other Tankis 4111 19508  23619 

 

A brief description of these tenures is given below:- 

Niskar Lakhraj Tenure 

 The Debottar grants were made to deities to carry their worship. This 

tenure was divided into three kinds: (i) Debottar of the State Thakurs, (ii) of 

private Thakurs and (iii) Thakurs of Mogulbandi area (outside the ex-State). 

Under the first category, there were 44 Villages or mouza mahals in Upper 

Keonjhar and 34 in Lower Keonjhar. under the second category, there were 

only two mouzamahals in the third category. Lord Jagannath of Puri whose 

grants were specially called ‘Amrutamanohi’ had two and Lord Govindjiu of 

Jajpur and Kendrapara had two mouzamahals in Lower Keonjhar. 

 Under the Brahmottar tenure, there were 17 mouzas in Upper Keonjhar 

and 10 in Lower Keonjhar. These constituted as grants to the Brahmins. 

They were generally of two kinds—(i) Chakra or Sasan Dan and (ii) Khudra 

Dan, Chakra Dan was  given to a set of Brahmins as a unit called Graminya 

in order to establish Sasans or Brahmin Villages which were named after the 

donors—the Rajas. Share was allotted to each Brahmin of the Sasan at the 

time of the grant and they enjoyed the dan free of rent. But in return they had 

only to bless the Raja three times every day during their Puja. They were 

liable to present to the Raja the customary betel-nut and sacred thread twice 

every year. 

 The Khudra Dan was an occasional grant which the Raja made to the 

individual Brahmins during some royal ceremonies and also during the 

eclipse of the sun or moon, popularly known as Surjyaparag Dan and 

Chandragrahan Dan. There were also other minor grants called Baitarani 

Dan, Gangadoka Dan made at the death-bed of the Raja in the hope of 

recovery, Murtapachaka, Gocharma, Gomukhi, Bratabedi and Nava 

Chandan Dan. 

 Dakhinas (gift or endowments) were made to individual Bramhins 

occasionally, that is to Rajguru and Ballav Guru at the time of initiation. It 

was called Mantra Dakhina. Large grants (Ballav Guru Dakhina) had been 

made to the religious preceptor (Ballav Guru). 
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 Khairats given for the maintenance of Maths or religious institutions 

where devotees took shelter were known as Math Khanjas. The area 

covered by this was small. 

 Khanja or assignments were made for the maintenance of the Raj 

family. The Rani Sahiba held five mouzamahals in Upper Keonjhar and three 

in Lower Keonjhar. The Tikait held 16 mouzamahals in Upper  and one 

partial in Lower Keonjhar. Most other Khanjas including Kharposh 

(maintainance) or jagirs granted to dependants, kinsmen, servants of the ex-

State were resumed in the Settlement of 1892-1900. Those remaining 

(except two) were resumed and made raiyati in the Settlement of 1914-15. 

 There were many rent-free service jagirs in the ex-State. But most of 

them were converted into tanki jagirs  in the Settlement of 1892-1900. Most 

of the Village service jagirs, such as, those granted to carpenters, 

blacksmiths, washermen, dakuas, dehuries etc. were converted into tanki 

instead of rent free in that settlement. But in the settlement of 1914-15 the 

Jagirs were again made niskar like all other service jagirs. The Village 

service holder had no right to transfer by sale or otherwise the jagir lands.  

 Servants of the ex-State holding niskar-jagirs viz chamarpaka (literally 

bearer of Chamar or fly whisks), Boirakhai (flag bearer), drummer etc were 

considered unnecessary. Their lands were made raiyati on full rent in the 

settlement of 1914-15. The jagir lands enjoyed by palanquin bearer were not 

resumed in 1914-15 settlement.  

 The jagir lands of most of the paiks including Mujkuri Paiks of lower 

Keonjhar were resumed and made raiyati on full rent in the settlement of 

1914-15. The disbanded Paiks were exempted from bethi, like ordinary 

raiyats, but were liable to present themselves to the rulling chief or to high 

official when he happened to visit their Dandapats and required their 

services in providing escort or for carrying any urgent communication. The 

Garnaiks and Dalais received 8 acres of rent free land and Paiks 6 acres 

besides rentfree homestead land.  

 The Kumbhars or potters enjoyed their homestead land and baris or 

lands attached to their houses rent free as they had to supply earthen pots 

to Thakurs, the Raj family and the ex-State officials while they went on to 

their Dandapats on public purpose. 

Tanki Lakhraj 

 There were a number of grants including Mahatrana, Bramhottar, Dutta 

and Panpik which were tanki lakhraj or quit-rent paying. During the 

settlement 1892-1900, the rents of all sorts of Tanki Lakhraj were fixed at 50 

percent less than the prevailing rates of rent. But in the settlement of 1914-

15, it was raised to 75percent.  
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 The Dutta, Mahatrana and Minha grants were given to the families of 

better caste people as an encouragement to settle in the ex-State. All 

Mahatrans were made Tanki. Only certain homestead lands were given as 

Minha or rent free. Very few were retained in the settlement of 1914-15.  

Tanki and Service Jagirs 

 There were also Tanki and Service Jagirs given either by the Durbar or 

by the Zamindars for maintenance (Kharposh) to the relatives of old Raj 

family or to private servants of the Raja’s household. The Kharposh Jagirs 

were all resumed and some fixed allowances were paid. Most of the jagirs of 

the ex-State servants were resumed and only those retained in the 

Settlement of 1914-15 were made jagir niskar instead of Tanki. 

Chadah and Raktapatta jagirs were granted to persons who 

distinguished themselves in some special deeds done in favour of the Ruling 

chief during Melees or disturbances. In Lower Keonjhar, there were 467.17 

acres of chadah Tanki, 3.08 acres of chadah Niskar and 45.42 acres of 

Tanki Raktapatta lands during the Settlement of 1914-15. 

Rent-free grants in the ex-State could not be transferred or partitioned, 

but rent-paying grants could be transferred with the permission of the 

Durbar. The Brahmin's grant could be transferred only to Brahmins. Sub-

tenants in rent-free or assessed grants could acquire permanent rights after 

12 years continuous possession. They were liable to render Bethi.  

Zamindari Tenures 

In the ex-State, there were only two Zamindaris; Kaliahata in upper 

Keonjhar and Dhenka in lower Keonjhar. These were ancient tenures dating 

back to a period long antecedent to the British rule. It is probable that in the 

unsettled times of the Moghul and Marhatha rule the tenure-holders were 

virtually independent chiefs having only nominal loyality to the rulers. With 

the establishment of a well-ordered administration, the privileges enjoyed by 

them went through a gradual process, of curtailment for some reason or 

other and they were reduced practically to ordinary tenure-holders of the ex-

State. 

In the settlement of 1892-1900 in the zamindaris, rents were settled for 

the cultivators and the rights of under-tenure-holders recorded exactly as in 

the hustabud part of the ex-state. In the case of Kaliahata 30 per cent of the 

Mufassal assets were fixed as the state demand and in the case of Dhenka, 

40 per cent. But in the settlement of 1914-15 these were raised to 35 per 

cent and 45 percent respectively. In the Settlement of 1914-15, there were 

27 Villages in the ex-zamindari of Kaliahata against 33 recorded on the 

1892-1900 Settlement. The remaining six had been abandoned owing to 

unusual depredation by wild elephants. The entire zamindari was situated 
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among high hills and dense forests. Most of the cultivated Iands of the area 

are not fertile. In the 1914-15 settlement the area of the ex-zamindari was 

recorded as 18,866.86 acres and the  gross rent was Rs. 2,149-5-l (or Rs. 

2,149.32). Of the total assets 10 per cent was paid as collection charges. 

The total revenue paid by the ex-zamindari to the ex-state was Rs. 677 as 

fixed in the Settlement of 19l4-15. 

The Dhenka ex-zamindari consisted of two whole Villages and three 

partial Villages. The lands were fertile. During the Settlement of 1914-15, the 

area of the ex-zamindari was 1183.94 acres. The total assets of this ex-

zamindari were fixed at Rs. 2,076-2-2(Rs. 2,076.13) in the settlement. The 

demand of the ex state was Rs.941. 

The sanad of the zamindars had been issued more or less like a Iease 

for the term of the settlement. The zamindars  had the right to allot  waste 

land for cultivation at rates entered in the Kabuliyat and to appropriate the  

profits. They had also the right to  appoint the padhan (Village headman). 

But mutation was affected by Durbar. The zamindars had right  to dismiss a 

padhan on sufficient grounds. On  occasions Iike marriage in the Raj family, 

magans were payable at a certain rate. The Sanads issued to them 

contained clauses regarding rasad etc. similar to the raiyats’  liabilities. The 

zamindars could apparently issue pattas to their padhans and new raiyats. 

On the whole the Sanad did not seem to confer adequate protection to the 

tenants and on many points seemed to be deliberately vague. 

Village Headman System: Padhan 

The Padhani system was prevalent in the Villages of the open tract of 

the ex-State except in the Sub-Division of Anandapur where  collection was 

made through 21 Kanoongos. There were also padhans in the 

Bhuyanpirh.Padhans were appointed in consultation with the Villagers and 

votes were said to be recorded. This was an old practice. Ordinary  

appointment to these posts followed the laws of primogeniture. In the open 

tracts, no patta or  lease was issued to them and they were appointed by  a 

parwana of appointment. 

Garnaik or Sardar 

There were Garnaiks or Sardars who had charge over Dandapats. 

They supervised the work of the Padhan and had Jagir lands for which they 

did not pay rent, but had to pay nistar cess. They were to take charge  of a 

dead Padhan’s  post  till the successor was appointed. But their main duty, 

was to “collect the Paiks for the purpose of rendering services to the officers 

on tour and other occasions as well as producing the Villagers and others for 

bethi” wherever these were required.  
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Rayati Tenure 

The raiyati tenure of the Keonjhar ex-State may be classified as  (1) 

Mahal raiyat ie. (a) Ordinary State raiyat(b) Ordinary State Thakur ( c ) 

Ordinary State Kotchas and (d) Sikim or sub-tenants,(2) Garpurni or Chirole 

and (3) Chandna and Patna Chandana. 

Mahal Raiyat 

In the 1892-1900 Settlement, the State raiyats were settled with cash 

rent, but those under state Thakur and holding Koth and Khamar lands had 

to pay rent in kind. They were previously subject to various “kirans” abwabs 

and had no right of occupancy in their lands. They were not getting any 

concession or remission for failure of crops or bad harvest.  That settlement 

abolished, with few exceptions, the long resented bethi. In the 1914 

Settlement, all bethis were abolished and the Khoraki allowance was raised 

from 5 paise to 2 annas (Re. 0.8 to Re. 0.12). The Nij-chas raiyats had to 

pay rents in cash except in case of Thakurs, where these raiyats paid the 

rent in kind.  

The Sikim or sub-tenants remained generally under the raiyats or 

Bajyaptidars. In the Settlement of 1892-1900, raiyats under the Zamindars of 

Kaliahata and Dhenka, and other tenure- holders in lower Keonjhar enjoying 

mouzamahal dans, Panpiks etc., were considered as sub-tenants who did 

not have permanent right over the lands though holding   them for many 

preceding years. A kind of chit showing the abstract of area and jama called 

tipa-patta was introduced and given to such sub-tenants. This was 

considered not in accordance with the provisions of the Tenancy Act and all 

raiyats  under the  Zamindars  and tenure-holders were  recorded as raiyats 

with all the privileges   of a raiyat of the ex-State. Those under the raiyats 

were only designated as Sikim raiyats. Usual pattas were given to them. 

In case of raiyats who had lands under a Jagir-holder before the 1892-

1900 Settlement and that jagir was resumed (bajyapti) during the settlement 

of 1892-1900 and made raiyati, the Sikim raiyats holding these lands were 

assessed at Rs. 12-8-0 (Rs. 12-50) per hundred or two annas (re. 0.12) per 

rupee above the prevailing rates for Mahal raiyats, but those who held land 

after that settlement were treated as ordinary  sikim raiyats at the usual 

raiyati rates.   

Gharpurni and Chirole Raiyat 

Lands held personally by the Ruler were known as “Mahal nijchas” or 

“Chirole”. The garpurni and chirole raiyats held land made khas by the 

Durbar and let out to raiyats on rent in kind.  In the Settlement of 1914-15, all 

of these lands had been recorded as non- occupancy tenures, the holders 

thereof paying rents on annual leases known as Chirole Pattas. 
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Chandnadars and Patna  Chandnadars  

The Chandanadars possessed only homestead lands and no cultivated 

lands in Village.  They were generally poor and had no cultivation; nor were 

they considered as permanent raiyats. The Patna Chandanadars lived in the 

ex-State solely for the purpose of trade and had only houses and the bari 

attached to them. They were mostly well-to-do persons and had enough to 

pay rent. They had no other obligation to the Durbar except that they were 

bound to assist the ex-State officials like ordinary raiyats.  

Record of  Right 

There was no revenue or tenancy law in the ex-State.  Matters of policy 

and procedure were governed by rubakaris (circulars) which could be 

changed at will and their contents to a large extent  were arbitrary. The 

record-of-rights laid down to some extent the rights and liabilities of raiyats.  

The right of occupancy existed in all lands entered as raiyati at the 1914-15 

Settlement and in practice rights of occupancy   seemed to accrue also in 

newly re-claimed lands.  The raiyats could not be ejected  except by an order 

of the court for failure to pay rent or to render such service  in the shape of 

bethi etc., as he was required to  render on payment of  Khoraki at 2 annas 

(Re 0.12) per day.  Transfer of land by sale, mortgage, gift etc was not 

permitted without the sanction of the Durbar.   Mutation fees were charged at 

12 ½ percent in case of sale, gift will or dowry. A standard price was fixed, 

on which the fee was charged, apparently at a minimum rent. The fee was 

even charged in case where land which had been abandoned or 

surrendered was disposed of by auction.  On exchanges, the fee was 

charged from both the parties.   No fee was charged in case of succession. If 

transfer was effected without sanction, the Durbar could confiscate all the 

lands transferred. Such transfers might be condoned on payment of salami 

in addition to the mutation fees.  

A raiyat could abandon the whole of his holding but not a portion except 

for sufficient reasons, the onus of establishing which was on the raiyat ;  he 

was liable to pay the rent of the portion  abandoned until settled with another 

raiyat.  New lands broken with the sanction of the Durbar were held rent-free 

for 5 years, dry lands might be converted without enhancement for a period 

of 5 years.  Receipts were to be given free on payment of land revenue. 

Land revenue was payble in two instalments of 12 annas (Re. 0.75) and 4 

annas (Re. 0.25) in the rupee on the 15th January and15th April; but in the 

Bhuyan and Juang areas the date was different, ln dealing with petitions for 

reclamation of land, the Forest Officer was consulted and a proclamation 

was issued to elicit objections. 

The Forest Officer had to say if the grant might be made and to report 

the royalty on the trees. The charge payable for the land, if sanctioned, was 
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the royalty on the trees and salaami, if the area was large or valuable or 

there was competition for it. The salami was not prescribed in the rules and 

was discretional. lt was generally charged for homestead and other valuable 

lands. lf several people wanted the land it was auctioned, In cases of 

surrender, the land was put to auction for resettlement. The raiyats had the 

right to use the water of any bundh, tank, nullah and, well in their Villages 

belonging to the ex-State administration for domestic purpose or for 

irrigation. 

The raiyats had also the right to all trees growing on their holdings 

whether self-sown or otherwise except Sal trees with girth exceeding 35 

inches. For such trees they had to pay half the royalty rates if they wished to 

appropriate the trees. Excisable trees were the property of the ex-State. 

The record-of rights prescibed the liability to carry luggage of the 

members of the Raj family and officials on tour or supply labour for this 

purpose on payment of diet charges at 2 annas (Re.0.12) per day. The raiyat 

was also liable to construct leaf-sheds and supply fire-wood, straw and leaf-

plates free of charge to the officials, the ruler and members of his family. He 

was bound Io supply logs for deities on payment of diet charges, but for 

small Sal and Simuli logs of inferior description he was not entitled to any 

payment within a radius of ten miles (16km.). For large logs he would get 

khoraki. He had to drag cars of deities, free of charge. On the occasion of 

marriage, death or investiture of thread in the Raj family, raiyats were 

required to construct leaf huts, provide fire- wood and leaf plates at the Garh 

(headquarters town) on payment of 2 annas (Re 0.12) per day as khoraki. In 

matters such as bethi the record-of-rights conferred little protection. It is 

shown by the fact that Shikar Bethi, which was not prescribed in the record 

of rights was abolished in 1938. 

Land Revenue Administration in Bhuyanpirh and Juangpirh 

There was no  fixed revenue payable by the hill Bhuyan before 1868. 

They only paid a certain tribute and rendered personal service. As natural in 

such cases there would be no limit to the demand and and any amount of 

service might be exacted. This was  excessively harassing.Colonel  

Johnstone  who was stationed as Government Agent in Keonjhar commuted 

the service and other dues for a fixed  plough tax  of Re.0-8-0(50 paise)and 

in the case of those who have no plough,a house  tax of Re.0-4-0(25 paise) 

besides a school cess of one anna(Re.0.06)per every house. This settlement  

which took effect from 1870 was in force for ten years.After  the expiry of the 

settlement the then Chief Dhanurjaya Bhanja made two settlements in 1881 

and 1890  respectively. He raised plough tax to 80 paise,house tax to 40 

paise and school cess to 12 paise. Suspicious of  innovations,the Bhuyans 

did not like the enhancement. This along with some other reasons led to an 

open rebellion  in 1891. 
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After quelling the rebellion, the then Government Agent Willy made a 

fresh settlement for 1894-95. The rates fixed by Raja were retained in this 

settlement, but the service they  rendered was specially recorded in the 

lease granted to the Village Pradhans. For some reasons re-settlement was 

made in 1889. The term of the lease granted  in the settlement of 1894-95 

remain unchanged in this settlement. The only new feature in the re 

settlement was the taking of agreements from the Sardars as well those from  

whom no Kabuliyats had been taken in 1894-95. The terms of the Sardars’ 

lease were the same  as those granted to Pradhans except that for 

Pradhan’s malikana of Rs.3.12, the rate of Rs.6.25 had been put for the 

Sardars. 

It is understood that in the settlement of 1916-17 raiyatwari plough tax, 

house tax, school cess and miscellaneous  cess  were re assessed in each 

Village. Ekapadias were prepared for plough tax, house tax, school cess and 

miscellaneous  cess (in place of Bethi) as understood  from the Jamabandi 

of 1931-32. However after 1942,there was no re assessment of these taxes 

and cesses. In the Juanga Villages  a produce rent was fixed for the Village 

as a whole and the distribution of rent among the Villagers  was left to the 

Village  head men. In the above settlement there was no systematic survey 

and preparation of records in this area. Only houses and ploughs were 

counted and taxes  assessed on them. 

It was also obligatory for the Village headman  of a Bhuyan  Village to 

supply  two he-goats, one a year old and another six months old in the 

month of Aswin (Septmeber-Octomber) and the patta  mentioned the value 

of these  as Rs.2 and Re.1 respectively. Further 1.1/4 pahi of grain was 

realised  from each  house hold for the Jagannath Thakur  temple, the head 

man used to keep ¼ pahi out of each pahi  contributed as his remuneration. 

It was imperative on all adult male Villagers to supply  rope and materials for 

the preparation of  Jagannath’s car and to drag it. They were also to supply  

Inda wood and rope at the time of Inda festival and carry the Inda chatra. 

They received remuneration for these services according to prevalent 

practice. They were also required to attend and render services at parbani 

parba  and aghira purnami festival, to supply Coolies to British  officers and 

fuel, straw, twigs etc. free of cost for the construction of huts. Similar  

supplies had to be made  for the Raja, members of his family and certain  

officers. If any of these dignitaries  went outside the state, Coolies had to 

supplied free of charges for 15 days (for a longer period wages would be 

paid). Attendance of  all prominent persons at the headquarters in the month 

of Chaitra (March-April) was obligatory. All these liabilities  existed in spite of 

the alleged commutation of bethi and begari. 

Keonjhar district started functioning in the state of Odisha w.e.f. 1st 

January 1948 &  has been continuing as such. 
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The Revenue Administration in the district starts from the Revenue 

Inspector circle at the grass root level headed by Collector & District 

Magistrate alongwith Revenue Supervisors, Tahasildars, Sub-Collectors and 

Addl. District Magistrates.  

  According to current Hal settlement during the year 1978-79, total area 

of Keonjhar district is 8303 square kilometers. Total land is ac.16,04,569.95 

dec. Government land is ac.9,49,527.09 dec. Rayat land is ac.6,55,042.86 

dec. The Sub-Division / PS wise Village area is tabled below:- 

Sl.No Name of Sub-Division Name of P.S. 
No. of 
Villages 

Areas   (in Ac.) 

1 Sadar (Keonjhar) Sadar 302 190396.55 
Harichandanpur 108 101472.3 
Ghatgaon 129 107159.61 
Telkoi 144 131464.97 
Kanjipani 108 216234.23 
Patana 272 177556.58 

Pandapada 99 83847.81 

Daitari 28 17738.38 

2 
  
  

Anandapur 
  
  

Soso 73 36826.72 

Anandapur 284 139745.55 

Ramachandrapur 155 77238.06 
 
3 
  

 
Champua 

 
Champua 

 
167 

 
104911.18 

Baria 112 65720.53 

Joda 97 112472.34 
Barbil 54 41785.14 

Total 2132 1604569.95 

 
Blockwise Land Utilisation Pattern During 2013-14 are detailed as under:- 

              Figure in Hect. 
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1 Anandpur 36824 5293 413 1657 3024 6473 1522 1390 0 17052 
2 Ghasipura 40938 5742 320 1988 3491 6328 2120 357 0 20592 
3 Hatadihi 44488 8600 282 1301 2892 1960 249 1045 0 28159 
4 Ghatgaon 74098 36600 531 1611 1276 9139 4731 529 0 19681 
5 H.C. Pur 89771 45402 917 1809 1180 6743 7720 743 0 25257 
6 Patna 46208 9721 562 1136 1235 5125 2989 693 0 24747 
7 Saharpada 41371 6098 151 1181 1157 5271 2024 1009 0 24480 
8 Keonjhar 56073 13069 401 1653 0 6359 1207 1346 0 32038 
9 Banspal 163784 83589 941 1303 2075 5115 54941 354 0 15466 
10 Telkoi 91506 59118 533 1006 5258 8729 221 393 0 16248 
11 Champua 37382 5862 296 690 3089 2724 806 1551 0 22364 
12 Jhumpura 56657 16706 383 1381 233 7679 3916 961 0 25398 
13 Joda 51900 14872 270 2915 1612 5043 11168 1643 0 14377 
Total 831000 310672 6000 19631 26522 76688 93614 12014 0 285859 
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Land Revenue System  

After the Hal Settlement, the following chart shows the rates of rent per 

acre of different classes of land in Upper Keonjhar and Lower Konjhar :- 

Block- B/1 Rent chart of Village 
Sl. No. Classification of land  1st class 

Mouza 
(In Rs.) 

2nd class 
Mouza 
(In Rs.) 

3rd  class 
Mouza 
(In Rs.) 

1 Sarad-1 6.00 5.00 4.00 
2 Sarad-11 5.00 4.00 3.00 
3 Sarad- 111 4.00 3.00 2.00 
4 Sarad Dophasali-1 7.00 6.00 5.00 
5 Sarad Dophasali-11 6.00 5.00 4.00 
6 Sarad Dophasali-111 5.00 4.00 3.00 
7 Sarad Jala-1 7.00 6.00 5.00 
8 Sarad Jala-11 6.00 5.00 4.00 
9 Sarad Jala-111 5.00 4.00 3.00 
10 Sarad Jala Dophasali-1 8.75 7.50 6.25 
11 Sarad Jala Dophasali-11 7.50 6.25 4.50 
12 Sarad Jala Dophasali-111 6.25 5.00 3.75 
13 Biali 4.00 3.00 2.00 
14 Biali Dophasali 5.00 4.00 3.00 
15 Bajephasal-1 7.00 6.00 5.00 
16 Bajephasal-11 6.00 5.00 4.00 
17 Taila-1 3.00 2.50 2.00 
18 Taila-11 2.00 2.00 1.50 
19 Bagayat-1 5.00 4.00 3.00 
20 Bagayat-11 4.00 3.00 2.50 
21 Bagayat-111 3.00 2.50 2.00 
22 Jalasaya-1 7.00 6.00 5.00 
23 Jalasay-11 4.00 3.00 2.00 
24 Pala-1 7.00 6.00 5.00 
25 Pala-11 6.00 5.00 4.00 
26 Pala-111 5.00 4.00 3.00 
27 Dalua-1 5.00 4.00 3.00 
28 Dalua-11 4.00 3.00 2.00 
29 Other 1.00 1.00 1.00 
30 Gharabari 7.00 6.00 5.00 

(In no case, the rent of a holding should not be less than one rupee) 

Survey and Settlement 

Odisha Special Survey and Settlement (Amedndment) Act-2012 

   This is an Act provided for undertaking survey and settlement 

operations in the state by adopting modern technology to minimize the time 

span without compermising quality, transperncy and grievance redressal and 

for matters connected there with and incidental thereto. Modern technology 

includes aeriel photography, high resolution satellite imagery, different global 

positioning system and electronic total station system and such other 

technology or method as may be approved by the State Government.  

 Government of Odisha have decided to conduct Hi-Tech Survey in 

Keonjhar district under  Odisha Special Survey & Settlement Act & Rule-12.  

It has been decided to conduct Hi-Tech Survey in 2075 no of   Villages 

under all tahasils of Keonjhar district and the Hi-Tech survey work is in 
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process. The present Survey and settlement Operation (Hal Settlement) was 

taken up in the year 1978-79 under the provision of Odisha Survey & 

Settlement Act. & Rules framed thereunder. 

          Apart from Survey and Settlement operation, consolidation operation 

has been taken up in respect of 165 Villages under Hatadihi and Ghasipura 

tahasils of Anandapur Sub-Division. Notification under section 3(1) 

notification Odisha Consolidation and Prevention of Land Fragmentation 

Act.1972 has been issued in the year 1981  in respect of these Villages.  Out 

of 165 Villages 57 Villages are found unsuitable for consolidation which have 

been de-notified under section 5(1) of the said Act. During consolidation 

operation one new Village has also been created through Boundary Change 

Proceeding (BCP). Final publication under sections 22 (2) and  13(4) has 

been made in respect of 108 Villages.  

Settlement of Government  Waste land 

  Government  waste land measuring 4 to 10  decimals is being provided 

to each homeless family. Since inception 57,630 number of homeless 

families have been provided with ac.2,820.915 dec. land which include 

37168 Schedule Tribes, 8860 Schedule Caste and 11602 others.   

Land Reforms 

The Odisha Land Reforms Act, 1960 along with General Rules  came in 

to  force w.e.f. 1.10.1965. The main features covered under this Act are to 

institute ceiling cases against the land lords and take away the excess land 

available with them beyond the permissible limit of 10 standard acres per 

family and distribute them among the eligible landless families, the provision 

of partition among the co-sharers amicably under section 19(1)(c) of the Act 

which has simplified procedure to avoid litigation in Civil Court, introduction 

of section 8(a) in respect of the conversion of agricultural land used for non-

agricultural purposes involving institution of such cases and realization of 

premium prescribed by the government which accelerates the quantum of 

land revenue and as revenue to the state exchequer as well as to restrict 

and discourage the practice of such conversion along with detection of such 

cases under section 8(1)(C), provision to safeguard the interest of the 

schedule tribe and schedule caste by imposition of restriction under section 

22 of the Act which provides permission for transfer any of their land only 

after obtaining permission from the competent authority, extra restriction for 

transfer of land of schedule tribes in the schedule area of the state which is 

confined to transfer with permission from the authorised Revenue officer 

along with restriction for retention of land to the permissible extend as well 

as detection of occupation of lands of  Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribe 

people by non-SC/ST people and simultaneously to make their occupied 

lands free from encumbrances along with restoration of the land so detected 
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to the respective SC/ST land owners. Under section 23 of the Act 2 Sub-

Divisions, Champua and Keonjhar have been covered under Schedule Area 

which imposes certain restrictions on transfer of lands belonging to Schedule  

Tribes Out of ac. 16,04,569.95 dec of lands ac.2,85,859.00 are cultivable 

land. Due to increase of population the conversion of land from agricultural 

purpose to non-agricultural purpose is on the increase. The conversion of 

OLR Act. has been inserted since  1994 vide Rule 12 of OLR Act. 1962. An 

extent of ac.1059.771 of agriculture land has been converted to non-

agricultural purpose during the preceding three years.  

Modernization of Land Records 

In the way of modernizing and bringing efficiency to the land revenue 

administration as well as to make it citizen-centric, technological intervention 

has been envisaged under the centrally sponsored Digital India Land 

Records Modernization Programme. Major focus of the Programme is on 

citizen services. Various components of the programme are underway in the 

district which in brief have been outlined below.  

Under this programme, all textual data of records of rights are being 

updated and computerized. Data conversion of all textual records has been 

completed in respect of all Tahasils of the District and has been hoisted in 

the Bhulekh website. Computerized RoRs are being issued to the citizens. 

Re-entry of RoR data is being done on continuous basis for further updation. 

Cadastral map-sheets of all the villages of the district have been digitized 

and mosaicised. All those maps have been integrated with the textual RoR 

data of bhulekh website for public view and official use. Steps have been 

taken to make the mutation process transaction based in which notices of all 

transactions registered in the registration offices are sent by the registering 

officers to the concerned tahasil offices for initiation of mutation proceedings. 

There have been sharp decline in the application based mutation cases 

during  the last 2-3 years. Further all Tahasildars have been instructed 

suitably to dispose all un-contested mutation cases within a maximum period 

of three months. People have been greatly benefitted due to quicker up-

dation of land records. 

In line of computerizing the Tahasil offices of the district, Tahasil level 

computer cells have been made functional in all Tahasils of the district. 

Information technology is being use for  maintaining village wise property 

records and for providing  services to citizens in a better way.  

All the Tahasil offices have been provided with broadband internet 

connectivity. In addition, virtual private network over Broad Band (VPNoBB)  

has been provided in the Tahasil offices for secure data transmission. The 

VPNoBB connectivity is being used to transmit the updated RoR data from 

the concerned tahasils to the NIC Head-quarters through File Transfer 
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Protocol (FTP) for reflection of the same in the bhulekh website. Steps have 

been also taken to provide connectivity through Odisha State Wide Area 

Network (OSWAN) to all Sub-Collectorates, Tahasils and Registration offices 

of the district. The District Head Quarters are already connected with 

OSWAN. 

In order to replace the existing system of physical storing and 

maintenance of land records which has a lot of shortcomings and 

inconvenience, Modern Record Rooms in Tahasil offices are being created 

under DILRMP. In these Modern Record Rooms, valuable revenue case 

records shall be stored electronically through document management 

system software after their scanning. Maintenance of land records in the 

dematerialized format shall go a long way in long-term storage of the 

valuable revenue case records as well as in providing better citizen centric 

services. As of now, Modern record rooms have been made functional in all 

Tahasils of  the district. 

Under DILRMP, all the Registration Offices of the district have been  

computerized with adequate hardware, software. All the Registration offices 

are connected to the Central Server at the State level through a dedicated 

software on Virtual Private Network(VPN) mode. Bio-metric authentication 

system has already been put in place in all the Registration offices. Data 

Entry of Valuation details, legacy encumbrance Data and scanning of old 

documents in respect of all records from 1995 to date has been 

accomplished. Citizens are being provided immediate services such as 

Encumbrance Certificates (E.C.) and Certified Copies (C.C.) at the 

Registration offices.  

 Hi-Tech survey operation using High Resolution Satellite Imagery 

(HRSI) followed by Ground Truthing by Electronic Total Station (ETS) and 

Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) has been started in the 

district under DILRMP. All areas except those declared as urban areas and 

as forest areas have been covered under the programme. Necessary 

Ground Control Points have already been installed in the district. These 

Ground Control Points have been established taking the reference of 

existing Survey Pillars of Survey of India for the sake of accuracy and 

uniformity. One private agency namely M/s TriCAD Design & Consultants 

Pvt. Ltd. has been engaged by the State Government to undertake Hi-Tech 

Survey operation in the district. Digital map preparation depicting the ground 

reality in most accurate manner under Hi-Tech survey is expected to bring 

paradigm shift in the land record management and shall bring efficiency in 

the public delivery system. 
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Sources of Revenue of the District 

Excise 

The duty of Excise department is to check excise  crime and to add 

revenue to government exchequer through taxation of alcoholic beverages 

with a view to establishing a balance between economic, ethical, political 

and social considerations.  The Superintendent of Excise  functions under 

the control of the Collector who is is the Licensing authority. 

Yearwise excise revenue collection in Keonjher district from the year 

2010-11 to 2014-15 are Rs 8,47,65,535/-, Rs 10,54,21,397,  

Rs 8,98,93,372/-, Rs 13,88,91,742/- and Rs.12,94,95,405/-respectively. 

Enforcement Activities 

Joint Excise raids are being organized. Special drive to combat against 

illicit distillers and mohua flower smugglers   is undertaken to check excise 

crime in the district. Since 2010-11 to July 2015, 4079 numbers of cases 

detectetd  and 2,513 persons are taken into  custody. 

Mining 

The collection of Mining Revenue during the year, 2015-2016  is 

4,264.25 Lakhs  against the target of Rs. 14,681.00 Lakhs. The less 

collection is due to the non functional of mines in the district after Saha 

Commissioner enquiry. 

Commercial Tax 

Rs. 38,368.00 Lakhs has been collected against the target of 

Rs.57,274.00 Lakhs during the year 2015-2016 in the district. 

Registration  

 The Registration offices were organized in the year 1948 in Keonjhar, 

Champua and Anandapur to get different types of agreements registered 

and to keep the true copy of the registered documents. Subsequently a Sub 

Registrar office at Sainkul  was opened in 1965. Sub Registrar offices at 

Babrbil & Telkoi became  operational in 1984. Sub Registrar offices at 

Hatadihi & Ghatagaon have opened during 1992. At present there are eight 

Registration offices in the district of Keonjhar. The Registration offices are 

headed by Sub-Registrars, when the e-Registration was introduced in the 

year 2010 in all registration offices, the documents were stored in computer  

after being scanned.   

All the Sub-Registrars have been declared as Marriage officer of the 

concerned jurisdiction under the Special Marriage Act.  
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Benchmark Valuation (BMV) 

The concept of benchmark valuation of immovable property was 

introduced in the year 2006 as per the provision of Odisha Stamp 

(Amendment) Rule-2001. The benchmark valuation is being revised 

biennially. The BMV was lastly revised in the year, 2013. 

The collection of revenue in shape registration  fees from the  financial 

year 2010-11 to 2014-15 are Rs 3,48,52,662, Rs 4,14,36,081, Rs 

2,44,87,555, Rs 3,28,58,030 and Rs 41,48,16,982 respectively. Similarly the 

collection of revenue in shape of  stamp duty from the financial year 2010-11 

to 2014-15 are  Rs 6,94,19,836, Rs 10,94,03,525, Rs 5,65,71,717, Rs 

7,34,40,740 and Rs 10,14,55,5372 respectively. 
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CHAPTER X 

LAW, ORDER AND JUSTICE 

 The ex-State of Kendujhar was one of the premier states in the 

Eastern States Agency and formed a separate district after its integration 

with Odisha in 1948. A large part of the district was covered with  mountains 

and inaccessible forests. The Adivasis belonging to the Kol, Juang and 

Bhuyan tribes with strong affinity with their brethren in Singhbhum, Pallahra, 

Bonai and Mayurbhanj constituted a major section of the population. 

During the durbar administration, the Bhuyans were considered highly 

influential among the tribes inhabiting the ex-State and before the turn of 

this century wielded enormous power and were capable of setting the state  

ablaze by revolt. Such outbreaks paralysing the law and order system of the 

soil were not uncommon. The most serious revolts by the Bhuyans occurred 

twice during the latter part of the last century, one in the year 1868 and the 

other in 1891. During these insurrections the law and order situation of the 

ex-State was at stake and the rebellions could be suppressed only with the 

help of the British troops and the support and co-operation of the rulers of 

the neighbouring states like Bonai, Pal-Lahara, Dhenkanal and Mayurbhanj. 

The first rebellion had been ruthlessly suppressed and the rebels were 

severely punished. But inspite of these deterrent measures the Bhuyans 

revolted again with greater frenzy in 1891. The lawlessness caused by the 

Bhuyans was a matter of great concern to the Britsh authorities and after 

the suppression of this revolt, steps were taken to inquire into the 

grievances of the Bhuyans and one British Agent was appointed to assist 

and advise the ruler for sometime. A regular police force was instituted in 

the ex-State to maintain law and order and to meet  emergencies in future. 

It is evident from Cobden-Ramsay's  Gazetteer of the Odisha 

Feudatory States' that crime was not heavy in 1907-08 in the ex-State of 

Keonjhar and the number of cases reported to the Police was 521. After 

seven years, in 1914-15, the number of cognisable offences rose to 780 and 

the rise was mainly due to the general shortage of crops during that year. 

The figure included 8 cases of dacoity, 4 cases of robbery, 246 cases of 

burglary, 441 cases of theft, and 40 cases of cattle theft. In the year 1937-

38, 405 cognsable offences were reported. There was no occurrence of any  

major offence during the year. Most of the cases related to theft and 

burglary. This decrease in the number of crimes might be attributed partly to 

the good harvest and partly to efficient patrol and strict vigilance over the 

active criminals.  Cognizable offences showed noticeable increase in the 

year 1943-44  with  720 registered and the reason might be ascribed to high 

prices and scarcity of essential commodities caused by the Second World 

War. Burglary and theft were the chief forms of crime. One case of dacoity, 

two cases of robbery and 9 cases of rioting were reported during the year.  
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Gang dacoity was not a problem in the ex-State. In 1934-35, 12 

Jodhpur Marhatta gangs entered Champua from the Singhbhum district of 

Bihar and passed through the ex-State towards Cuttack on their way to 

Madras. No offence was reported to have been committed by them in the 

ex-State. Since the formation of the district of Keonjhar in 1948 till now, 

most of the offences committed in the district are either burglary or theft of 

ordinary nature involving petty amounts. 

Murder is a major form of crime mostly concentrated in areas 

predominantly inhabited by the Adivasis. Most of the Adivasis are  addicted 

to liquor and are impulsive. They commit murders with little provocation. 

The mining areas of Barbil and Joda police-stations present manifold 

problems of labour riotings and concomitant unrest. The leaders of the 

labour unions in Barbil and Joda mines are mostly outsiders. They organise 

the labourers and usually at their instigation labour unrest takes place. 

The statements given below indicates the total number of cognisable 

cases reported to the Police and the number of different types of crimes, 

such as, murder, dacoity, robbery, burglary and theft committed in the 

district  in the late seventies and  from 2010 to 2014. 

Year Total  
cognisable 
cases 
reported 

Murder  Dacoity Robbery  Burglary  Theft 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1973 1,434 27 5 6 368 392 
1974 1,674 36 6 5 360 482 
1975 1,703 27 5 15 371 461 
1976 1,598 33 6 17 266 457 
1977 1,587 26 1 13 299 451 

Cases Reported  in 2010- and 2011 

Sl. No Major Head 2010 2011 
1. Murder 85 102 
2. Dacoity 37 28 
3 Robbery 86 89 
4 Burglary 81 87 
5 Theft 333 295 
6 Swindling 31 24 
7 Rioting 72 50 
8 M.V.Accident 564 538 
9 Rape 45 75 
10 Misc. 1367 1483 
 Total 2701 2771 

Total congnisable cases  and cases reported under ten major heads  from 

the year, 2012 to 2015 

Head of crime 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Murder 92 92 75 84 

Dacioity 25 17 19 18 

Robbery 36 48 46 27 

Burglary 121 117 112 117 

Theft 307 278 218 226 
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Swindling 44 42 60 56 

Rioting 86 75 51 29 

MV Accident 458 522 504 481 

Rape 106 115 103 107 

Misc 2122 2292 2471 2642 

Total 3397 3598 3659 3787 

History of Police Organisation 

Due to repeated risings  by the Adivasis, a regular police force was 

instituted in the ex- State of Keonjhar during the regime of Dhanurjay 

Bhanja. In 1907-08, the police force of the ex- State consisted of one 

Superintendent of Police, one Inspector, one Assistant Inspector, 7 Sub-

Inspectors, 17 Head Constables, one Jamadar and 153 Constables. In later 

years the strength of the police organisation improved. In 1934-35 there 

were 14 Police Stations in the ex- State and the sanctioned strength of 

police force comprised one Superintendent of Police,  two Circle Inspectors, 

nine Sub-Inspectors, one Drill Instructor, 27 Head Constables, 159 

Constables, one Risaldar and two Sawars. Besides there were 895 

Chowkidars who constituted the Village police. The proportion of the police 

force to the area and population of the ex- State was 1 to 15.9 square miles 

(41 sq. km.) and 2,280.4 persons respectively. 

Organisation of Police Force after merger 

  When the State merged with the province of Odisha in 1948 and 

formed a seperate district, two Inspectors, fourteen Sub-Inspectors, one 

Deputy Sub-Inspector, one cadet Sub-Inspector, seventeen Assistant Sub-

Inspectors, four Havildars and 185 Constables of the ex- State service were 

absorbed in the provincial cadre. In the same year the sanctioned strength of 

the police force in this district was one Superintendent of Police, one Deputy 

Superintendent of Police, one Seargent Major, three Inspectors, 27 Sub-

Inspectors, one Sergeant, 21 Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 12 Havildars & 248 

Constables. 

 Till 1964 the Police district of Keonjhar was under Northern range with 

headquarters at Sambalpur. After the formation of the Western range in 

1964 this district was placed under the Western range with headquarters at 

Rourkela. 

 The Director General and Inspector General of Police, Odisha, Cuttack 

is the head of Police department at the State level and the district of 

Keonjhar comes under the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Western 

range, Rourkela. The entire Police administration of the district is under the 

control of a Superintendent of Police posted at Keonjhar, the headquarters 

of the district.  

The present sanctioned strength of the police force in the district 

comprises of one Superintendent of police, two Additional Superintendent of 
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police, five Sub-divisional police officers, four Deputy Superintendents of 

police, Twentyfour Inspectors, one Reserve Inspector, 113 Sub-

Inspectors,126 Assistant Sub- Inspectors,109 Havildars,15 lance Nayaks, 

758 Constables and 214 other staff. 

Police Stations 

At present 24 number of Police Stations excluding one Energy Police 

Station exist in the district of Keonjhar which are as follows:- 

 Town P.S. 2. Sadar P.S. 3. Nayakote P.S. 4. Ghasipura P.S. 5. 

Anandapur P.S. 6. Soso P.S. 7. Nandipada P.S. 8. Ramachandrapur P.S. 9. 

Ghatgaon P.S. 10 Daitari P.S. 11.Harichandanpur P.S. 12.Patna P.S. 13. 

Turumunga P.S. 14. Barbil OP.S. 15 Rugudi P.S. 16. Bolani PS. 17. Joda 

P.S. 18. Bamebari P.S. 19. Champua P.S. 20. Jhumpura P.S. 21. Telkoi 

P.S. 22. Kanjipani P.S. 23. Pandapada P.S. 24. Baria P.S. & 25. Energy 

P.S. at Keonjhar 

Armed Police Reserve 

The Armed Police Reserve Force consists of guards and escorts and 

striking force. Guards and escorts are utilised for escorting prisoners, police 

arms and ammunition and for guarding treasury and banks and other vital 

institutions. At present, the strength of the Armed Reserve in the district 

consists of 50  APR Havildars, 2 Band Havildars, 1  Armour Havildar, 15  

Lance Naiks 274 APR Constables, 13  Band Constables & 2 Armour 

Constables. 

Home Guards 

The Home Guards organisation in Keonjhar  started in 1962 as a part of 

Civil Defence setup. Started as a non-political and voluntary organisation it 

has now become an indispensable  part of the police. They help police in the 

discharge of the police duties. The organisation functions under the 

Superintendent of Police who is designated as Commandant with support 

staff. Presently there are 500 Home Guards in the district who are paid daily 

allowance of Rs 220/. 

Village Police 

In the old days, there was the Village Choukidari system in which the 

the Choukidars were reporting incident of births and deaths, crime and other 

related information to the Thana officer and Health officer. In 1965 the 

system was abolished and Beat constables were appointed. But the system 

did not work and the old system was revived in the form of Gram Rakhi 

system. The yardstick was one GR for 1000 -2000 population  and two for  

2000 and above. Keonjhar district has a sanctioned strength of 713 GRs. 

Presently they are getting a monthly remuneration of Rs 1500. 
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Court Office 

There are 5  Court offices in the district attached to the different courts 

situated at Keonjhar, Champua, Anandapur, Barbil & Gramya Nayalaya, 

Ghasipura. The staff of court offices are mainly engaged to maintain the 

records of the concerned criminal court.  

 The sanctioned posts of Keonjhar sadar court include four Sub 

Inspectors, two Assistant Sub Inspectors and 13 Constables. The Anandpur 

court staff comprises two Sub Inspectors, one Assistant Sub Inspectors and 

four Constables. The court staff of Badbil consists of two Sub Inspectors, 

one Assistant Sub Inspector and seven Constables that of Champua 

consists of one Sub Inspector, one Assistant Sub Inspector and four 

Constables. The Gramya Nyayalaya Ghasipura was  recently established 

but has no sanctioned staff. 

Railway Police  

 One Railway Police Force  post has been functioning at Keonjhar 

Railway Station since 2007 with total strength of 52 officers & staff. There 

are one Inspector, one Sub-Inspector, 4 Assistant Sub Inspectors, 17 Head 

Constables & 13 Constables. Sr. Divisional Security Commissioner, 

RPF/Khurda Road  supervises the RPF working. I.G.-cum-Chief Security 

Commissioner/RPF/Bhubaneswar is Zonal Chief of the organisation over 

East Coast Railway. The jurisdiction of RPF post of Keonjhar starts from 

Baghuapal in Jajpur district upto Nayagarh in Keonjhar district covering 14 

Railway stations  through deep forests & mountains. The main function of 

RPF is to protect & safe guard the Railway property & to prosecute the 

offenders under Railway property unlawful possession Act & other penal 

sections of Railway Act and to protect & safe guard the passengers and their 

belongings in Railway premises including running trains.  

Fire Services 

There are 13 Fire stations functioning in Keonjhar district  at. Keonjhar, 

Anandapur, Champua, Hatadihi, Joda, Ghasipura, Telkoi, Jhumpura, 

Ghatgaon, Barbil, Patna, Harichandanpur & Aharpada. In toto 223  posts of 

Asst. Fire Officer, Station Officer, Asst. Station Officer, Leading Fire Man, 

DRiver, Havildar, FMD & Fire  man have been created by the Government. 

The fire call & special service call activity in this district are satisfactory. 

Naxal problem in Keonjhar District 

Brief History 

Keonjhar,  a district known for its minerals, hills and its flora and fauna 

has about 46 percent tribal population. Keonjhar district boarders  

Sundergarh (Odisha) and West Singhbhum district (Jharkhand) on north-
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west and in north direction respectively. Rugudi, Bolani and Barbil Police 

Stations area is bordering  Sundergarh district and West Singhbhum district 

of Jharkhand whereas Champua Police Station area borders West 

Singhbhum district only. The Communist Party of India (Maoist) cadres  are 

trying to infiltrate into Keonjhar district through the border areas of Rugudi, 

Bolani, Barbil and Champua  P.Ss to create violence in order to spread panic 

among public and to extort money from the mines, crusher owners, 

transporters, contractors etc. in mining areas. Available inputs indicate that 

CPI (Maoist) cadres from across the border are  directing the businessmen, 

contractors, crusher owners to come to pre-decided places for negotiation 

and payment. These businessmen are not reporting the matter to Police. 

Inputs also indicate that tribal youths from across the border are making 

efforts to enroll tribals  in Joda, Barbil, Bolani and Rugudi Police Stations 

areas. Due to continuous vigil by the security forces, the outfit has not been 

able to create any law & order situation in bordering Champua, Barbil, Bolani 

and Rugudi Police Stations areas. CPI (Maoist) cadres from Gua area are 

entering into  Barbil area through the Uliburu reserve forest. They are also 

entering from Kiriburu side to Joda, Barbil, Bolani & Rugudi area through the 

Karo reserve forest. 

Area affected 

Out of 25  Police Stations including Energy Police Stations 8 Police 

Stations area are affected by the Maoist activities. Those Police Stations are 

1)Daitari, 2)Ghasipura, 3)Harichandanpur, 4)Telkoi, 5)Kanjiani, 6)Nayakote, 

7)Bolani and 8)Rugudi. 

Geographical boundary of Kalinganagar divisional committee 

The Kalinga Nagar divisional committee of communist party of India 

(Maoist) is controlling all the maoist activities in this district. As per 

information, the  area of Kalinga Nagar divisional committee is covering  7 

districts i.e. Keonjhar, Jajpur, Dhenkanal. Mayurbhanj, Sundargarh, Anugul 

& Deogarh. Presently movements  are noticed in Anugul, Deogarh, Keonjhar 

and Sundargarh Districts.  In Keonjhar district, their movement was  noticed 

off and on in the  outskirts jungle area of Nayakote, Telkoi, Rugudi, Bolani, 

Daitari, Kanjipani and Harichandanpur P.Ss. Intensive Anti-Naxal operations  

in the infested areas are being conducted frequently. 

During the year 2014  as many as 8 number of awareness programmes 

have been  organized in different Villages in which cultural programme, 

health camp, distribution of dresses,sports materials, medicines, music 

instruments and feast have  taken place for interaction with  Villagers. 

Similarly in the year, 2015, 2  awareness programmes have been 

organized at Luakara and Billa under Nayakote PS and Harichandanpur PS. 
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Vigilance Administration 

Two Vigilance squads for the district of Keonjhar were originally 

established in the year, 1961, one at Keonjhar and the other at Barbil under 

the administrative control of SP, Vigilance, Sambalpur division. In the year 

1961, the Barbil Vigilance squad was abolished. Later, the Keonjhar 

Vigilance squad came under the administrative control of SP, Vigilance, 

Balasore division  in the year, 1987. The Keonjhar Vigilance squad was 

upgraded to Unit office in1998 and is functioning as such w.e.f. 28.12.1999. 

One Vigilance squad   functioning at Anandapur since 1990  was merged 

with Keonjhar Vigilance Unit office on 1.3.1999.  

 The number of vigilance cases and enquiries conducted by Keonjhar 

Vigilance Unit from 2010-2015 is as follows, In the year 2010-13, cases were 

investigated, 10 enquiries conducted  and 32 preliminary enquiries  taken 

up. In the year 2011, 26 cases were investigated, 13 enquiries conducted  

and 46  preliminary enquiries taken up. In the year 2012, 9  cases were 

investigated, 8 enquiries conducted  and 22 preliminary enquiries made. In 

the year 2013, the number was 12,  20 and  36. In 2014 it was16,14 and  28. 

The investigation, enquiries  and preliminary enquiries made in the year 

2015 upto 30.9.2015 are 10,14 and 13 respectively. 

Vigilance Court, Keonjhar 

In view of the registration of large numbers of criminal cases and 

revenue jurisdiction of Keonjhar district, Government of Odisha have 

established a court of Addl. District Judge at Keonjhar.  The Judge will try all 

offences triable by a Special Judge u/s 4 of P.C. Act, 1988 committed in the 

revenue district of Keonjhar and investigated by the State Vigilance 

Organization.  

 The details of cases, conviction, acquittal, abetted and transferred of 

Vigilance court, Keonjhar from 12.09.2011 to 25.08.2015 are 26, 22, 07, 02 

and 03 respectively. 

Source: DSP, Vigilance/D.C., Judicial, Keonjhar. 

Cases of Cyber Crime 

During 2015, only 5 number of cyber crimes cases have been reported 

& charge sheeted. 

Source: SP,Keonjhar/D.C., Judicial, Keonjha 

Jail and Jail Administration, Prisioners’ Welfare 

  There are four jails in the district. The district jail, Keonjhar  built  on a 

total area of 36.994 acres and. two sub-jails  at sub-divisional headquarters of 

Anandapur and Champua were established during the Durbar administration. 

Newly established Barbil sub jail is functioning since 9.4.08  in  Barbil town. 
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In the year 1907-08, the central jail at Keonjhargarh,  had 

accommodation for 50 prisoners, and the other two sub-jails had 

accommodation for 25 prisoners each. The daily average jail population then 

was 58.97. In 1934-35, the number of admission of prisoners in all the three 

jails of ex-State was 374 and the number of female prisoners was 27. 

Accommodation available for the prisoners in 1943-44 in the central jail 

at Keonjhargarh was for 192 males and 8 females, in the Anandapur sub-jail 

for 16 males and 3 females and in the Champua sub-jail for 18 males and 5 

females. The number of admission was 254 in all the three jails  The average 

daily population was 111.8 for the Sadar jail, 24.7 for the Anandapur sub-jail 

and 18.08 for the Champua sub-jail. 

During Durbar administration, the Chief Medical Office of the ex-State 

held the post of Superintendent of the jail at Keonjhargarh and the Sub-

Divisional officers of Anandapur and Champua acted as ex-officio 

Superintendents of the sub-jails at their respective headquarters and the Sub-

Asst. Surgeons in-charge of the sub-divisional hospitals worked as Deputy 

Superintendents of the sub-jails located there. 

  After the merger of the ex-State with the province of Odisha, the Sadar 

Jail was declared as the district jail. In 1984-85, the district jail at Keonjhar 

had accommodation for 218 male and 9 female prisoners, Champua sub-jail 

for 37 male and 5 female prisoners and Anandapur sub-jail for 20 male and 3 

female prisoners.  It is noticed from the statistics of the average daily 

population in the jails that, most of the time the jails remain over populated. A 

whole time Superintendent is there at the district jail Keonjhar, and he is 

assisted by one Jailor, one Asst. Jailor, two Sub-Asst. Jailors and  Warders. 

There are whole time Superintendents for the sub-jails at Champua and 

Anandapur. 

  The daily average prison population of the four jails of the district for the 

last three years  are -  district jail Keonjher  508.7 in the year 2012, 521.9 in 

the year 2013 and 518.27 in the year 2014, Sub-jail Champua in the year 

2012, 191.6, in the year 2013, 186.8 and in the year 2014, 196 sub-jail 

Anandpur; in the year 2012, 81.25, in the year 2013, 86.15 and in the year 

2014, 92.64. The figures of Sub-jail Barbil are 158.57,176.59 and 125.83 

respectively. 

  There is a 8 bedded Hospital attached to district jail, Keonjhar, for the 

treatment of ailing prisoners. The hospital has one Medical Officer and one 

Pharmacist. The Chief District Medical Officer also visits the jail whenever 

necessary. There is no separate hospital attached to the Sub-jails at 

Anandapur, Champua and Barbil. The Senior Medicine Specialist of the sub-

divisional hospital is working as part-time Medical Officer of Sub-jails of 

Anandapur and Champua.  
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For spreading literacy  among the prisoners, there is an elementary 

school with a paid teacher in the district Jail. 

  In the district jail, Keonjhar the prisoners are given vocational training in 

tailoring, weaving, durry and ashan making, carpentry agriculture and 

gardening. The district jail has appointed instructors to impart training in 

carpentry, weaving and tailoring to the inmates. The prisoners in the sub-jails 

do not get such facilities. 

  An amount of Rs.40/- per day is earned by the prisoners towards 

incentive for their works and the same is being deposited in the savings pass 

book accounts. 

For the recreation of the prisoners, there is a library in the district jail. 

The library contains mostly puranas, religious, gandhian literature and 

autobiography of national leaders and legal books. Prisoners are being 

provided recreational facilities such as volleyball, carumboard, chess and ludo 

etc.  Colour Television sets  have been installed in all the wards and cells of 

the prison with cable connection facilities for their entertainment. 

The jails function in accordance with the Jail Manual and as per 

circulars issued from the Government and Prisons directorate from time to 

time. Different categories of prisoners, such as, under-trials and convicts are 

kept separately. The female prisoners are also kept in separate ward and 

their privacy is strictly maintained. The prisoners enjoy the right to make 

petition to the higher authorities regarding their case affair and after 

conviction, to file appeal to the next appellate courts. One land line telephone 

is available exclusively for the use of the inmates to contact their legal 

advisors, friends and relatives.  

CCTV system has been installed in all the four jails of the district for 

maintaining discipline and to strengthen the security of the jail. 

There is a Prison Welfare Officer in the district jail to look to the 

personal and domestic problems of the prisoners. He helps the prisoners in 

matters relating to filing petitions for granting of parole/furlough and making 

appeals to the higher courts etc. Needy and poor inmates are being provided 

legal aid facilities. 

Panchayat system has been introduced amongst the prisoners in the 

district jail. The members of the Prisoners Panchayat council are elected by 

simple majority and function for a period of one year. The Panchayat council 

usually consists of 15 members. It has a three member managing body. The 

members receive diet and supervise proper preparation and distribution of 

food. They organise recreational activities and also supervise the general 

cleanliness of the jail and the prisoners. 
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There is a board of visitors for each of the jails in the district. The board 

of visitors for the district jail, Keonjhar, consists of 14 official and 4 non-official 

members (including one lady member). The District Magistrate, Keonjhar, 

acts as ex-officio Chairman of the board. The sub-jails at Anandapur, 

Champua and Barbil comprise of three non-official members each. 

Source:Suptd District Jail, Keonjhar/D.C., Judicial, Keonjhar 

Justice (Judiciary System/Criminal/Civil Court) 

The High Court presided over by the Ruler was the highest civil and 

criminal court in the ex-State. Below the High Court was the court of the 

State Judge which was the highest court of original jurisdiction in civil and 

criminal matters. Below the State Judge were the courts of the Magistrates of 

1st, 2nd and 3rd classes and Munsifs who had only original jurisdiction in 

civil and criminal matters. The immediate appellate authority over these 

Magistrates and Munsif was the State Judge. It may be noted that till the 

year 1932-33, the superior executive and judicial functions of the ex-State 

were exercised by the Dewan. In view of the obvious difficulties arising out of 

this combined system, this has contributed towards the establishment of an 

independent Judiciary. The court of the State Judge with the powers of a 

District and Sessions Judge to try original suits exceeding Rs. 1,000 in value, 

to hear first appeals, civil and criminal against the decisions of the 

Subordinate Courts and to inspect their works was established in the later 

part of the year, 1932-33. 

Up to the 11th September, 1940 the functions of the highest Civil and 

Criminal courts continued to be performed by the Ruler. On the 12th 

September, 1940, a High Court of Judicature consisting of a Chief Judge and 

two other Judges was installed by the Ruler so as to bring the administration 

of Justice in the ex-State on par with the provinces in British India and certain 

other ex-States. State Judgeship was abolished and the appellate authority 

above the Magistrates of 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes and Munsifs was the High 

Court. 

In view of the constitution of a common High Court on the 3rd July, 

1945, for the province of Odisha and the Chhatisgarh ex-States with 

headquarters at Raigarh, the State High Court was abolished and as many 

as five ex-States, viz.Keonjhar, Seraikela,Kharswan, Bonai and Pal-Lahara 

were grouped together to form a separate judgeship under a Civil and 

Sessions Judge with headquarters at Keonjhargarh. Appeals and revisions 

against the order of the Civil and Sessions Judge used to be entertained by 

the common High Court at Raigarh. This system of administration of justice 

continued till the merger of the ex-State with the Province of Odisha in 1948. 

The table given below shows the number of courts, the number of 

cases for disposal and the cases disposed of in the courts of the ex-State of 

Keonjhar during 1937-38 to 1943-44. 
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Criminal                                  Civil 

Year 
No. of 
Courts 

Total 
cases 

for 
disposal 

Cases 
disposed 

of by 
Magis- 
Trerial 
Courts 

Persons 
dischar- 

ged or 
acqui- 
Tted 

Persons 
convi- 

eted 

No. of 
Courts 

Total 
cases 

for 
dis- 

posal 

Cases 
dispo- 
Sed of 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
1937-38 ..10 720 714 625 492 8 721 662 
1938-39 ..11 766 747 614 470 7 819 716 
1939-40 ..11 866 829 628 525 7 897 795 
1940-41 ..11 778 739 663 538 7 1,001 824 
1941-42 ..10 951 883 1,124 505 7 1,189 861 
1942-43 ..11 980 866 1,036 463 7 1,186 882 
1943-44 ..11 1,253 1,021 1,083 575 8 1,451 905 

 After merger in 1948, the Sub-divisional Officers with Magisterial 

powers and some Magistrates with first, second and third class powers to 

try all criminal cases were placed under the District Magistrate. The Sub-

Divisional Magistrates were taking cognisance of the offences and 

transferring those cases to other magistrates. 

Soon after merger, a separate judgeship was created for the 

districts of Keonjhar and Baleshwar with headquarters at Keonjhar. The 

ex-State of Mayurbhanj merged with  Odisha on 1st January, 1949 and 

formed a separate district. The district of Mayurbhanj was included within 

the jurisdiction of Keonjhar-Baleshwar judgeship with headquarters at 

Keonjhar. In November 1949, the headquarters of this judgeship was 

shifted to Baripada in the district of Mayurbhanj. In 1959 a separate 

judgeship for Baleshwar was created but the Mayurbhanj-Keonjhar 

judgeship with headquarters at Baripada continued as usual. The District 

and Sessions Judge was at the apex of the administration of criminal and 

civil justice for both the districts of Maurbhanj and Keonjhar. Though a 

Subordiatate Judge's Court was functioning at Keonjhar from the date of 

merger, the Sub-ordinate Judge was not vested with the powers of 

Assistant Sessions Judge till November, 1949. Thereafter, all the Sub-

ordinate Judges posted to Keonjhar were vested with the powers of an 

Assistant Sessions Judge. The Court of Munsif, Anandapur, which was 

established in the year 1948 after the integration of the ex-State, was 

vested with the powers of a Magistrate 1st  Class in  1954 only. 

Prior to the separation of the judiciary from the executive the 

Executive Officers were in charge of judicial administration in addition to 

their normal administrative work. The separation of the judiciary  from the 

executive was felt necessary for the establishment of an independent 

judiciary and accordingly the separation took place on the 25th October, 

1961. Separate judicial magistrates were placed to deal with criminal 

cases. The judicial magistrates with 1st and 2nd class powers were placed 

in each of the three Sub-Divisions, viz., Keonjhar, Anandapur and 
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Champua to deal with criminal cases. The District and Sessions Judge, 

Mayurbhanj-Keonjhar, with headquarters at Baripada was the 

administrative authority of the judicial administratration of the district  

The Munsif of Anandapur was vested with the powers of the Sub-

Divisional Judicial Magistrate and the Sub-Divisional Judicial Magistrates 

of Keonjhar and Champua were vested with the powers of a Munsif and 

Additional Munsif respectively. 

After the amendment of the Code of Criminal Procedure in 1973, a Chief 

Judicial Magistrate for the district of Keonjhar was posted  with effect from 

the 1st of January 1974. He was vested with the powers of Sub-Judge-

cum-Assistant Sessions Judge to deal with both Civil and Criminal cases in 

the district under the control of the District and Sessions Judge, Baripada. 

With a view to establishing a separate judgeship for the district of Keonjhar 

the court of the Additional District and Sessions Judge  started functioning 

since 6th December, 1978 having jurisdiction to dispose of all civil and 

criminal cases which were earlier disposed of  the District Judge Baripada. 

The Chief Judicial Magistrate as well as the Sub-Divisional Judicial 

Magistrates inclusive of the Judicial Magistrates have been vested with 

criminal powers as laid down in the Code of Criminal Procedure and 

accordingly they exercise criminal powers in their respective jurisdictions. 

The Chief Judicial Magistrate is subordinate to the Additional District and 

Sessions Judge, and the other Judicial Magistrates are subordinate to the 

Chief Judicial Magistrate subject to the general control of the District and 

Sessions Judge. 

The Chief Judicial  Magistrate has been empowered from time to time, 

to make rules on special orders in consistence with the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1973, regarding the distribution of business among the judicial 

magistrates subordinate to him. He is also Assistant Sessions Judge and 

has been vested with the powers of a Magistrate First Class. 

The Sub-ordinate Judge of Keonjhar has been vested with the powers 

of an Assistant Sessions Judge and Magistrate First Class to try criminal 

cases. 

The court of the Subordinate Judge, Anandapur, started functioning 

since 4th April, 1976 and the Subordinate Judge has been vested with the 

powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge and Magistrate, First Class. 

After the separation of judiciary from the executive the Munsifs of 
Keonjhar and Anandapur have been vested with the powers of Magistrate, 
First Class and styled as Munsif-cum-Sub-Divisional Judicial Magistrate, 
and a Magistrate First Class posted to Champua is styled as Sub-
Divisional Judicial Magistrate. These Judicial Magistrates take cognisance 
of criminal cases within their local jurisdiction. 
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Till 1944-45, the administration of civil justice was being attended to by 

the Revenue Officers of the respective Sub-Divisions in the same way as 

the criminal justice was being dispensed by them. In order to pay better 

attention to the administration of civil justice, a post of State Munsif was 

created in the year, 1944-45 with headquarters at Anandapur and the said 

Munsif used to hold circuit courts at intervals at Keonjhar and Champua. 

Soon after merger, a post of Subordinate Judge was created at 

Keonjhar. Another court of Subordinate Judge was opened at Anandapur 

in the year, 1976. As mentioned earlier, the court of the Additional District 

and Sessions Judge came into existence in December, 1978. 

The post of District and Sessions Judge for Keonjhar was created in 

1982 

Judiciary at a glance in Keonjhar 

Out of 13 blocks, courts exist in 5 blocks. The total cadre strength of 

Keonjhar district courts is 20 as on 31.3.2015. In the three tier system of 

subordinate courts, the revenue district headquarters and all the Sub-

Divisions have courts, though the only Sub-Division headquarters namely 

Anandapur has no appellate forum. 

The total pendency of cases as on 31.12.2014 was 30,904 for the total 

cadre and the present working strength of the Judicial officers is 18. Out of 

the total pendency 10,133 cases are of 5+ years old which is 33% of the 

total pendency. 

Working strength of Judiciary cadre of  Keonjhar district in the year 

2014 was 18. 

As regards pendency of cases,in Keonjher sub-devision it was 15501 

as on 31.12.2014 out of which 5049 cases are of more than five years. In 

Anandpur sub-division, the pendency is 5040 put of which 1161 are of more 

than five years. Similarly in Champua sub-division, the pendency up to 

31.12.2014 was 3373 relating to Champua and 6842 relating to Barbil  of 

which 516 cases of Champua and 3339 cases of Barbil are of more than five 

years. 

Disposal less than Institution - 2012 to 2014 

 The average institution during the  three years  2012 to 2014 was 

12,128 and disposal was 10,369. The average pendency by the end of three 

year was 29,882. The average working strength of officers for the relevant 

period was 17 

 As regards processes, with 28 Process servers, 34337 were served in 

2011, 34262 in 2012,33668 in 2013 and 35527 in 2014. 

Source: Registrar, Civil Courts/D.C., Judicial, Keonjhar. 
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District Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Keonjhar 

  The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 was enacted to effectuate the 

constitutional mandate enshrined under Articles 14 and 39-A of the 

Constitution of India. The object is to provide ‘access to justice for all’. 

However, in order to enable the citizens to avail of the opportunities under 

the Act in respect of grant of free legal aid etc., it is necessary that they are 

made aware of their rights. Legal aid is an essential part of the 

administration of justice.  The goal is to secure justice to the weaker sections 

of the society, particularly to the poor, downtrodden, socially backward, 

women, children and handicapped etc. Such steps are needed to be taken 

to ensure that nobody is deprived of an opportunity to seek justice merely for 

want of funds or lack of knowledge. To ensure this, the Authority organizes 

Legal Literacy and Awareness Camps in different parts.  

The Act   gives a statutory base to legal aid programmes throughout the 

country on a uniform pattern. This Act was finally enforced on 9th of 

November, 1995 after certain amendments were introduced therein by the 

Amendments Act of 1994.  

District Legal Services Authorities have been constituted in every 

district to implement Legal Aid Programmes and Schemes in the districts. 

The District Judge of the district is its ex-officio Chairman. Taluk Legal 

Services Committees have also been constituted for each of the Taluk in 

Keonjhar district. Three Taluk Legal Services Committees are working at 

Anandapur, Champua and Barbil. To assist the Chairman of District Legal 

Services Authority, the Secretary, District Legal Services Authority is being 

appointed to see implementation of all administrative instructions. The main 

objectives of District Legal Services Authority and Taluk Legal Services 

Authority are to provide Legal Aid, organize Lok Adalat for speedy disposal 

of cases and organize Legal Awareness Programme. Now District Legal 

Services Authority is being assigned with other important duties such as to 

organize jail clinics; to organize training programme for para legal 

volunteers; to see function of Legal Aid Cell at district Headquarters & block 

Headquarters; to see function of student legal literacy club/legal aid clubs; to 

render services to disaster victims; to render services to mentally ill person; 

to give training to Child welfare officers attached to every Police Station and 

the special juvenile police unit; to give social harmony award for litigation 

free Village; to give victim compensation U/s 357A Cr.P.C.; observance of 

important days according to calendar prepared by NALSA; hold permanent & 

continuous Lok Adalat for disposal of pre-litigation cases; to organize special 

Lok Adalat for family court; to organize Mega Lok Adalat; to organize State 

Level Lok Adalat and to provide Legal Aid. 

     Section 12 of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 prescribes the 

criteria for giving legal services to the eligible persons like (a) a member of a 
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Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe;(b) a victim of trafficking in human 

beings or beggar as referred to in Article 23 of the Constitution;(c) a woman 

or a child;(d) a mentally ill or otherwise disabled person;(e) a person under 

circumstances of undeserved want such as being a victim of a mass 

disaster, ethnic violence, caste atrocity, flood, drought, earthquake or 

industrial disaster; etc  

Bar Association 

  Four  Bar Associations  exist in the district  at, Keonjhar,  Champua 

Anandapur & Barbil. 

  The Bar Association, Keonjhar, came into existence in the year 1948 

when four lawyers from outside the district  came and set up practice in the 

the District Judge’s Court at Keonjhar. Local lawyers subsequently joined the 

Bar & the present association was formed in the year 1950. At present, the 

strength of the bar has gone up to 520. The Bar has its own building and a 

small library. 

Started in the year 1948  with only four members, the Bar Association, 

Champua now consists of 148 members on its roll. The Bar has its own 

building and  it has a small library for reference purpose. 

 A Bar Association was formed at Anandapur in the year 1949 with  a 

few members. Now the strength of the bar has increased to 203. The Bar 

has its own building and a small library. 

The Bar Association, Barbil came into existence in the year 1995-96. 

Now the strength of the bar has increased to 80. The Bar has its own 

building. 

Juvenile Delinquency 

District Child Protection Unit, Keonjhar is functioning since 2013 under 

the Odisha Child Protection Society, Women & Child Development 

Department for ensuring the ‘Child Rights’ and ‘Best Interest of The Child’. It 

is  the basic unit for implementation of Integrated Child Protection Scheme 

(ICPS). The following Child care institutions are functioning in the district:- 
 

Name of the Institutions Type No of Inmates 
staying at present 

Adruta Children’s Home 
Govindpur, Keonjhar 

Child care institution (CCI) 32 

Bishnupriya Balashram 
Hatadhihi, Keonjhar 

Child care institution (CCI) 152 

Manoj Manjari Sishu Bhawan, 
Mining Road, Keonjhgar 

 
Child care institution (CCI) 

 
102 

Self Realization Mission, 
Ghasipura, Keonjhar 

Child care institution (CCI) 32 

PRAKALPA 
Baniapat, Keonjhar 

Open Shelter Home 12 

Home Sweet Home managed by 
Manoj Manjari Sishu Bhawan, 
Keonjhar 

 
Specialized Adoption Agency 

(SAA) 

 
12 

Saswat Tapoban managed by 
Self Realization Mission, 
Ghasipura, Keonjhar 

Specialized Adoption Agency 
(SAA) 

 
12 
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Activities of  District Child Protection Unit  in Keonjhar 

DCPU is coordinating and implementing all child rights and protection 

activities at district level. The detailed activities of the District Child 

Protection  till date in Keonjhar district are as follows. 

a) Juvenile Justice Board, Child Welfare Committee & Special Juvenile 
Police Unit are functioning for effective implementation of Juvenile 
Justice ( Care & Protection of Children) Act in Keonjhar district. 

b) Block Level Child Protection Committees (BLCPC) have been formed in 
all 13 blocks of Keonjhar district. 

c) Panchayat Level Child Protection Committees (PLCPC) have been 
formed in all 287 G.Ps of Keonjhar District. 

d) Panchayat Level Child Protection Committee members have been 
oriented on ICPS, child rights and their role and functioning at panchayat 
level in 10 blocks.   

e) Facilitating  transfer of children at all levels for either restoration to their 

families or placing child in long or short term rehabilitation through 

sponsorship, in-country adoption, inter-country adoption and placement 

in institutions.  

f) Facilitating effective implementation of othe legislations like Child 

Labour(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, Child Marriage Prohibition 

Act 2006, Immoral Traffic Prevention Act 1986, Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, CPCRPC Act, 2005  in Keonjhar 

district. 

g) Networking & coordinating with line departments to build inter-sectoral 

linkages on child protection issues  including departments of Health, 

Education, Social Welfare, Urban Basic Services, Backward Classes & 

Minorities, Youth Services, Police, Judiciary, Labour, State AIDS Control 

Society, among others;  

h) Networking  and coordinating with voluntary and civil society 

organizations working in the field of child rights and protection  

i) Supervising and monitoring all institutions/agencies providing residential 

facilities to CNCP in district. 

j) Maintaining database in ‘TrackChild’ portal of  Government. 

k) Liaison with the SCPS, SARA and DCPUs of other districts. 

l) Organizing different trainings, workshops for building capacity of all 

personnel(Government & Non-Government) working under child 

protection system to provide effective services to child. 

 

Statutory Support Services at District Level 

 Child Welfare Committees (CWCs): Under section 29(1) of Juvenile 

Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act  CWC  have been established  

with one Chairman and 4 members in Keonjhar. 
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Juvenile Justice Board 

One Juvenile Justice Board was constituted on 12.9.2003 in which the 

District & Sessions Judge, Keonjhar & Chief Judicial Magistrate are the 

Principal Magistrates of the Board. Two senior Advocates of Keonjhar  Bar 

Association are presently members of this Board. Juvenile cases are being 

disposed of by this Board on being recommended by D.C.P.U. of this district.  

Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU)  

Under section 63 of Juvenile Justice (Care &Protection of Children) Act  

SJPU has been formed and is functioning in Keonjhar under the 

chairmanship of DSP, HRPC. 
Source: DCPU/D.C., Judicial, Keonjhar. 

District Consumer  Forum 

For protection to the consumers  in the district  there exists one 

Consumer Forum in Keonjhar district since 1990 headed by a President duly 

selected by Government.  

Yearwise  break up of cases filed/disposed of till date are as under :- 
Sl. No. Year No. of cases 

filed 
No. of cases disposed 
of 

Pending 

1 1990 17 17 Nil 
2 1991 22 22 Nil 
3 1992 77 77 Nil 
4 1993 122 122 Nil 
5 1994 129 129 Nil 
6 1995 90 90 Nil 
7 1996 106 106 Nil 
8 1997 165 165 Nil 
9 1998 114 114 Nil 
10 1999 76 76 Nil 
11 2000 65 65 Nil 
12 2001 114 114 Nil 
13 2002 105 105 Nil 
14 2003 159 159 Nil 
15 2004 69 69 Nil 
16 2005 52 52 Nil 
17 2006 92 92 Nil 
18 2007 176 176 Nil 
19 2008 79 79 Nil 
20 2009 81 79 02 
21 2010 92 91 01 
22 2011 84 84 Nil 
23 2012 86 86 Nil 
24 2013 81 58 03 
25 2014 78 37 41 
26 2015 15 01 14 

Source: Dist Consumer Forum/D.C., Judicial, Keonjhar. 
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CHAPTER- XI 

LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT 

 Local Self-Government was first introduced in the district during the 

durbar administration. The ex-State administration had the intention of 

constituting the Keonjhargarh municipality and had issued notification to that 

effect on the 12th December,1947. But within one month of the notification, 

the ex-State  merged with the state of Odisha and the proposal  could not be 

implemented. The State Government  issued notification in December,1949 

to constitute a municipality at Keonjhargarh  under the Bihar and Odisha 

Municipal Act 1922. Finally, under the said Act, the Keonjhargarh 

municipality was constituted on the 3rd  January 1951. Subsequently, the 

Odisha Municipality Act.1950 was extended. Presently including 

Keonjhargarh  municipality altogether 5 municipalities and NACs  take care 

of the urban  population of the district. 

Keonjhargarh Municipality 

 Keonjhargarh municipality was constituted in the year 1951. The total 

area of the municipality is 21.93 sq.kms. Altogether 27 revenue Villages are 

coming under this municipality. There are 21 wards. The total population of 

the municipality is 60,590 out of which 31,481 are males and 29,109 are 

females as per 2011 census. Category wise the population is - Schedule 

Tribes 14217 (Male 7314, Female 6903), Schedule Caste 8031 (Male 4047, 

Female 3984) and General 38342 (Male 20120, Female 18222). The slum 

population is 30641 constituting 50% of the total population of the 

municipality. The total income of the municipality from 2010-11 to 2014-15 is 

Rs.2,21,03,507.38, Rs.2,73,36,565, Rs.2,73,41,953.39, Rs.2,98,65,345.87 & 

Rs.3,47,33,422.00 respectively.  

Boundary 

 This municipality is bounded by Aradei River, Govindpur, Basantapur, 

Tikargumura & Bodapalasa Villages in the east, Raisuan, Gopinathpur, 

Nuagaon, Maligaon & Medinipur in the west, Bhaliadihi, Ranki, & Sarasa 

Villages in the south. In north the River Aradei is flowing.  

Basic Information about the Municiplaity 

Road : Total length of road in the municipality is 130.23 kms. out of which 

black topped road is    17.00 kms, metalled road 16.00 kms, earthen road 

22.00 kms and cement concrete road are 75.23 kms.  

Water Supply : To supply drinking water to the people the municipality has 

provided 244  tube wells,1265 wells and 167 stand posts. 

Medical Facility: One dispensary  is provided by the municipality.  
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Holdings: Total 7720 holdings are existing out of which 7077 are private 

and 643 are government  

Community and social provisions: In this municipality for community and  

social development, 27 community centres, one town hall, one Kalyan 

Mandap and one children park are available. . 

Mahila Samiti: For women empowerment, 37 Mahila samities are 

functioning in this municipality.  

Public services coming under Keonjhargarh municipality 

Birth& Death : Birth and Death register is maintained in this local body and 

the birth and death certificates are issued to the applicants in time. 

Trade License : The period of issue of Trade License Certificate as per the 

ORTPS Act is 15 days. 

Building Plan : Building plan approval period is 60 days  as per ORTPSA, 

2012 

New Assessment of  Holding  

Health Care 

Different activities are being taken up by the municipality. They are 

Food checking and hygiene; Primary health care activities; Mosquito control 

activities (Malaria and Dengue prevention); Awareness of public regarding 

healthy living style (good food, good environment and preventive measures); 

through group meetings,Sanitation and Prevention of water borne diseases 

etc 

Social  Welfare Programme 

Different Social Welfare Schemes  under Keonjhargarh municipality. 

National Urban livelihood mission(NULM)2. Harishchandra sahayata 

yojana(HSY)3. Madhubabu pension yojana(MBPY)4. National old age 

pension (NOAP 

General Election 

The Councillors of the municipality are elected  every five years 

generally  in accordance with section 41(I) of the Odisha Municipality Act 

1950, read with section 12(1) there of. The last general election of the 

municipality was held during the month of September 2013 & now one 

elected council is functioning. There are 21 elected councillors in 21 wards 

from among whom one Chairperson and one Vice-chairperson have been 

elected by the councillors. 

The council discharges the duties as provided under the Odisha 

Municipality Act,1950, with regard to finance, public health, public works, 
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education and any other special subject relating to the purposes of the Act. 

The State Government have appointed Executive Officers  to carry out day 

to day administration.    

Barbil Municipality 

Initially Barbil was under a Notified Area Council which was constituted 

on the 15thAugust 1957. It has an area of 44.14 square kilometres (17.30 

square miles). The population according to the 1961 census was 19,340. 

The first election of this local body was held in 1963 and it then consisted of 

9 wards with 9 councillors. Out of these wards, two were reserved for the 

Scheduled Tribes and one management of the local body. Then the Barbil 

Notified Area Council was upgraded into a Municipality in 1969. The 

elections to the municipality were conducted during the years 1969 and 1973 

and the number of elected councillors was 14 in each election. The present 

area of this body is 45.89 square kilometers (17.72 square miles)  consisting 

of 15  wards. Its population as per 2011 census was 66,623. The last 

election to the municipality from 15 wards was held in 2013 and 15 

councillors were elected. 

 The chief sources of income of the local body are holding tax, lighting 

tax, water tax, market fees, licence fees under Dangerous and Offensive 

Trades Act, taxes on slaughter house, hire charges from water tanker, 

cesspool, kalyan mandap, meeting hall etc. 

The table given below shows the annual income and expenditure of the 

Barbil municipality   from 2010-11 to 2014-15 :- 

Year 
Income 

Expenditure 
Taxes and fees Government Grants Total 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

2010-11 2,60,88,750.00 5,87,08,419.00 8,47,97,169.00 8,69,31,274.00 

2011-12 2,50,97,188.00 8,26,25,388.00 10,77,22,576.00 8,55,08,798.00 

2012-13 4,22,50,497.00 9,01,91,672.00 13,24,42,169.00 14,81,58,920.00 

2013-14 5,24,77,999.00 10,79,79,654.00 16,04,57,653.00 15,82,57,653.00 

2014-15 6,32,37,237.00 10,25,46,322.00 16,57,83,559.00 15,92,58,234.00 

 
Basic Information of the Barbil  Municiplaity 

1. Total length of Road  : 245.30 kms 

 a) Black topping  : 57.05 kms 

 b) Metalled   : 21.90 kms 

 c) Un metalled  : 69.00 Kms 

 d) C.C.Road   : 30.55 kms 

 e) Earthen Road  : 66.80 Kms. 

2. Total length of Drain  : 46.50 Kms. 

 a) Masonry   : 28.50 kms. 

 b) Earthen   : 18.00 Kms. 

 



233 

3. Water Supply 

 a) Tubewell   :  46 nos.  

 b) Well    :  98 nos. 

c)     Stand Post          :  182  nos. 

( 146 by PHED, 30 by Municipality & 06 by KIW) 

4 Holdings 

 a) Government  : 873 nos. 

 b) Private   : 2527 nos. 

. 

5. Mahila samitis   :  30 nos. 

6. Anganwadi centres  :  66 nos. 

7 Community centres  :  16 nos. 

8. Town hall/Bikash mahal :  1 no. 

9. Kalyan mandap  :  1 no. 

10. Park/Children’s park  :  1 no. 

Public Services 

Vital Statistics  

Registration of births and deaths [both routine and late registration U/S- 

9(1),9(2) & 9(3)] 

Implementation of Odisha Right To Public Services Act (31 &32) 

Issue of birth certificates and death certificates to the beneficiaries within 

prescribed time period. 

Poverty Alleviation Programme 

Sworna Jayanti Sahari Rojagar Yojana (SJSRY) 

S.J.S.R.Y. is being implemented from 1.12.1997. It is a centrally 

sponsored scheme, which aims at providing gainful employment to the un-

employed and under employed urban poor  by setting up  self employment 

venture. 

Anandapur Municipality 

 The municipality  in the beginning was constituted in the year 1974 as 

NAC and subsequently  upgraded to a municipality in 2002. The total area of 

this municipality is 72.872 sq. kms.  There are 16 wards in this municipality. 

The total population of the municipality is 39528, out of which 20345 are 

males, 19181 are females  as per 2011census.   

Basic Information about the Municipality 

1. Total length of Road :119.07 kms (As per the statistics of 2013) 

 a) Black topping    : 18.06 kms 

 b) Metalled     :  30.30 kms 
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 c) Unmetalled    : 13.67 kms. 

 c) Earthen     : 09.85 kms 

 d) C.C.Road     :  46.70 kms 

2. Water Supply 

 a) Tubewell     : 371 

 b) Well      : nil 

 c) Stand Post    : 384 

3. Drain      : 23.00 kms.  

5. Holdings 

 a) Government    : 191 

 b) Private     : 5532 

6. Neighbour hood Committee   : 16  

7. Community Centers    : 12 

18. Kalyan Mandap    : 01  

Vital Statistics activities 

Registration of births and deaths [both routine and late registration U/S- 

9(1),9(2) & 9(3)] 

Implementation of Odisha Right To Public Services Act (31 &32) 

Issue of birth certificates and death certificates to the beneficiaries within 

prescribed time period. 

Poverty Alleviation Programm 

Sworna Jayanti Sahari Rojagar Yojana (SJSRY) 

 S.J.S.R.Y. is being implemented from 1.12.1997. It is a centrally 

sponsored scheme, which aims at providing gainful employment to the un-

employed and under employed urban poor by  setting up  self employment 

venture 

Joda Municipality 

The Notified Area Council of Joda was constituted on the 16thJune 

1961. It was converted to municipality on 12.2.1993. The municipality is 

popularly known as “ Valley City”  and covers an area of  26.42 square kms  

(13 square miles) with 6 revenue Villages. According to the 2011 census the 

total population was 46,681. males 23,951 & females 22680. 

Brief Profile 

Total number of Villages, 6 

Holding,1723   

Total length of Road 199.217 kms 

C.C. Road   37.907 kms 

B.T Road   43.486.00kms 

Metalled Road  40.298 kms 
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Un-metalled Road 56.829 kms 

Earthen Road  20.697 kms 

At present a length of 20.858 kms of drains is available in  the 

municipal area. 

Masonry drain  12.304 kms 

C.C.Drain   7.511 kms 

Earthern Drain  0.43 km 

 Water supply --  

a) Tubewell   -  48  

b)Stand post -  15 

 

The chief sources of income of this municipality are holding tax, market 

fees, house rent, ground rent, income from municipal property, special act, 

scrutiny fees etc. 2 medical units are functioning under this ULB, one is 

Homeopathic and the other one is Allopathic mobile unit for giving free 

treatment to the general public.  

The general election of councillors was conducted in the year 2013 and 

the number of elected councilllors was 14. Wards 8,9,11,13 & 14 were 

reserved for Schedule Tribe, Ward no-4 was reserved for Scheduled Caste 

women and the rest wards were general. 

The following is the year wise income & expenditure of the local body 

from 2010-11 to 2014-15:- 

 

Year 

Income  

Expenditure Taxes and Fees Government 

Grants 

Total 

1 2 3 4 5 

2010-11 35118481.00 57111014.00 92529495.00 89864266.00 

2011-12 23356231.00 66739755.00 90095986.00 50185096.00 

2012-13 23950391.00 112578884.00 136529275.00 124318587.00 

2013-14 42628310.00 963717600.00 138999910.00 120176235.00 

2014-15 19259598.00 79618400.00 98877998.00 49284452.00 

Champua NAC 

The Notified Area Council of Champua was declared on the 23rd 

December 2014  covering 7 Villages.  There are 13 wards. Recently General 

Election was completed in 13 wards and  election to Chairman and Vice 

Chairman was also completed during February, 2016. 

Source: PD, DUDA/D.P.O., Keonjhar 

Town Planning Unit, Keonjhar 

 The Town Planning Unit office, Keonjhar, consists of  6 offices working  

in-charge of an Assistant Engineer who is the head of office  He is also 

functioning as Special Planning Authority, Keonjhar, Anandapur, Barbil, 

Joda, Champua in addition to his own duty. All the aforesaid offices are 
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functioning under the  Director of Town Planning, Odisha, Bhubaneswar 

within the administrative control of Housing &Urban Development 

department. The main function of the aforesaid offices is to prepare the 

Master Plan/Development Plan of different urban areas of the district and to 

facilitate implementation of different development  plans. The Town Planning 

Unit, Keonjhar was created in July.1990. Prior to that the work of the district 

was being dealt with by Town Planning Unit, Balasore. The Master Plans for 

five towns, Keonjhar, Joda, Barbil Anandapur & Champua have been 

finalized by this office. 

Special Planning Authority, Keonjhar 

 Special Planning Authority, Keonjhar, was created in 1981.  In 1990, 

the charge of S.P.A. Keonjhar was handed over to the Asst. Engineer, Town 

Planning Unit, Keonjhar. The final Master Plan of Keonjhar was prepared by 

Town Planning Unit, Keonjhar in 2000. In the meantime, the government in 

H & U.D. dept have decided to prepare a GIS & RS technology based 

master plan of Keonjhar town.  The Collector, Keonjhar is functioning as 

Chairman of the S.P.A. Committee. 

Special Planning Authority, Anandapur 

 The Special Planning Authority, Anandapur, an autonomous body was 

created in the year 1995. The Assistant Engineer, Town Planning Unit, 

Keonjhar  is functioning as Special Planning Authority, Anandapur. The final 

master plan of Anandapur was prepared by Town Planning Unit, Keonjhar in 

the year 2000. But presently government have decided to prepare a GIS & 

RS technology based master plan of Anandapur. The Collector, Keonjhar is 

functioning as Chairman of the S.P.A. Committee as per the provision. 

Special Planning Authority, Barbil 

 The Special Planning Authority, Barbil, an autonomous body was 

created by the H & U.D. department in the year 1976. The Assistant 

Engineer, Town Planning Unit, Keonjhar is functioning as S.P.A Barbil. The 

final master plan of Barbil was prepared by Town Planning Unit, Sambalpur 

in the year 1982.   A GIS & RS technology based master plan for Barbil is 

under preparation. 

Special Planning Authority, Joda 

 Special Planning Authority, Joda is an autonomous body. The Joda 

master plan was prepared by Town Planning Unit, Sambalpur in the year 

1984.  In the mean time, it has been decided to prepare a GIS & RS 

technology based master plan for Joda Town. The Collector, Keonjhar is 

functioning as Chairman of the S.P.A. 
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Special Planning Authority, Champua 

 Special Planning Authority, Champua, an autonomous body was 

created in the year 2006. The Collector, Keonjhar is functioning as Chairman 

of S.P.A. 
 

Zilla Parishad (ZP) 

 Zilla Parishad is the umbrella institution headed by President, Zilla 

Parishad. President, Zilla Parishad is one of the ZP members indirectly 

elected by the other members. Vice President of the Parishad is also 

elected in the same procedure and acts as the President in his absence. 

Collector is the Chief Executive Officer and Project Director, DRDA is the 

Executive Officer of Zilla Parishad. All administrative and financial powers 

are vested with the Collector-cum-Chief Executive Officer. The Executive 

Officer looks after day to day administration of the Zilla Parishad. The Zilla 

Parishad meets quarterly to review the performance of the schemes 

relating to the developments handed over to PRIs consequent upon the 

devolution of power as recommended in the 73rd Constitutional 

amendment. There are also seven standing committees relating to different 

departments chaired by different members of the Zilla Parishad. They 

review department wise and recommend suggestions/issues to the Zilla 

Parishad. 

Composition of the Zilla Parishad   

The Keonjhar Zilla Parishad  is having following members namely:- 

a) Each member directly elected on the basis of adult surffrage from 

respective zones i.e 37 in number. 

b) Chairman of each Samiti situated within the district numbering 13 

in toto. 

c) Each member of the House of the people and of the state 

legislative assembly representing constituencies which comprise 

wholly or partly the area of the Parishad. Accordingly 6 MLAs and 

1 M.P (Loka Sabha) of this district are the members of Zilla 

Parishad. 

d) Members of the council of State who are registered as electors 

whitn the area of the Parishad. 

Powers and Functions of the Zilla Parishad 

  The Zilla Parishad shall have the power to undertake schemes and 

adopt measures including giving of Financial assistance to the line 

Departments those are implementing the schematic programmes on 

welfare and render general public utility services. The Parishar also 

prepares action plan, implement schems and undertake execution of 

schemes on economic development and social justice. The Zilla Parishad 

also manage or maintain the works of public utility of any institution located 
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under its control and management. The ZP provides Grant-in-Aid to  

school, public library, public institution or public welfare organization within 

the district. The Parishad also implement anti poverty programmes, 

provides relief to the distressed families at the time of calamity and 

disasters. The Zilla Parishad undertakes antipoverty programmes and 

schemes under social security sector. 

Panchayat Samity  and Gram Panchayats 

 Panchayat Samitis, the second–tier in democratic de-centralisation, 

were established throughout the state in accordance with the provision of the 

Odisha Panchayat Samiti Act, 1959. In the district of Keonjhar the Samitis 

were constituted on the 26th January 1961. At present there are 13 

Panchayat Samitis in the district. Each Panchayat Samiti, which includes 

within it fifteen to thirty one Gram Panchayats, is co-terminus in regard to its 

area with the block administration. 

 Each Panchayat Samiti consists of both official and non-official 

members. The official members are the Block Development Officer, Addl. 

Block development Officer, Accounts Officer and various Extension Officers 

such as GPEO, FEO, SEO, WEO, & Marketing Inspector. Besides, there are 

Asst Engineer, Jr Engineer and GPTAs  posted by the Government. The 

non-official members include the Panchayat Samiti members, chairman and 

vice-chairman. The Scheduled Tribes, the Schedule Castes, the SEBC are 

given due representation in the Samiti. The chairman and vice-chairman are 

elected indirectly by the Panchayat Samiti members. The term of the office 

of the chairman, vice-chairman and P.S. members is five years.  In the bi-

monthly Panchayat Samiti meetings  line department officials  take part 

along with elected PRI members but are not entitled to vote. 

 The planning, execution of different developmental activities and 

supervision of all the programmes in the block area are done by the 

respective Panchayat Samitis. The B.D.O is the executive Officer of the 

Samiti. He is the drawing and disbursing officer. 

 The list of the Panchayat Samitis in Keonjhar district is given  below:- 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
Panchayat Samity 

Headquarters No. of Gram 
Panchayats. 

1. Keonjhargarh    Keonjhargarh  24 
2. Ghatagaon    Ghatagaon   26 
3. Harichandanpur   Harichandanpur   25 
4. Telkoi     Telkoi    22 
5. Banspal     Banspal   21 
6. Patna     Patna    20 
7. Saharpada    Saharpada   20 
8. Anandapur    Anandapur   16 
9. Ghasipura    Ghasipura   22 
10. Hatadihi     Hatadihi   31 
11. Champua    Champua   22 
12. Jhumpura            Jhumpura           22 
13. Joda     Joda                   15  

    286 
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Services being provided by the Panchayat Samiti (Block) 

 The Panchayat Samiti is the middle level organization of the 3-tier 

Panchayati Raj System which provides certain basic services in critical areas 

under different developmental and social welfare schemes for the upliftment 

of rural poor such as rural connectivity; rural housing for BPL families under 

Indira Awas Yojana and  Wage-Employment Scheme. The Panchayat Samiti 

(Block) wise information of 13 Panchayat Samitis / Blocks are given as 

under:- 
Source: D.P.O., Keonjhar 

Keonjhar Block 

This Block started functioning in the year 1955. The geographical area 

of this Block is 297 sq. miles. The population as per 2011 census  is 162148 

out of which male population is 81305, female population is 80843, ST 

population is 81567, SC population is 16082, others  64499. The literate 

population of this Block is 94723. The Block consists of 24  GPs in which 

there are 231 habitated Revenue Villages and 09 hamlets. The Block has  

adequate medical facilities. For education  apart from  primary and upper 

primary schools there are, 38  High Schools, 3 Degree Colleges and 2  

Degree Engineering Colleges. The Block provides drinking water to the 

inhabitants through 1584  tube wells, 47 wells and 25 no of piped water 

systems. For irrigation the Block has 3 MIPs.  Thirty-six financial institutions 

and 2 LAMPs are functioning in the Block and they are financing the 

Villagers in respect of ISB, Agriculture, Pisciculture etc. including credit 

linkage to 902 SHG groups. To provide better treatment to the Live Stock 

there are one Veterinary Hospital, one Veterinary dispensary and 18 no of 

Life Stock Aid centres are functing in this Block. 

 Alphabetically the GPs are Baradapal, Bauripada,  Bodapalasa,  

Dimbo,  Gobardhan,  Handibhanga,  Janardanpur,  Kandraposi,  Kathabari,  

Kaunrikala, Mahadeijoda,  Maidankle,  Mandua, Naranpur,  Nelung,  

Nuagaon,  Padampur,  Palasponga,  Parjanpur,  Raghunathpur, Raikala,  

Raisuan,  Sankiri  and Sirispal. 

Harichandanpur Block 

The Block started functioning in the year 1959. The geographical area 

of this Block is  59.202 hec. The population as per 2011 census of this Block 

is 1,42,150 out of which male population is 71415, female population is 

70735, ST population is 79726, SC population is 10215 and others  52209  

The literate population  is 74988. The Block consists of 25  GPs in which 

there are  202 Revenue Villages and 14  hamlets. The Block has  2  CHC, 5  

PHC, 2 Govt Homeopathy dispensary, 4 Ayurbedic dispensary, 38  ANM 

centres, 216  ASHA centres, 196 AW centres, 176  GKS for facilitation of 

better health care of the Villagers. For higher education there are, 27  High 

Schools, 3 Degree Colleges. The Block provides drinking water to the 
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inhabitants through 1351 tube wells, 85 wells and 27  piped water systems. 

For irrigation to agricultural land the Block has 24 MIPs and one Medium 

Irrigation Project. Eight  financial institutions and 2 LAMPs are functioning in 

the Block and they are financing the Villagers in respect of Iidustry Service 

Business(ISB), Agriculture, Pisciculture and all sort of segments including 

credit linkage to Self Help Groups. 904 women Self Help Groups are 

functioning under the guidance of the Block. To provide better treatment to 

the Live Stock the Block has 2  VAS centres and 6  LI centres. 

There are 1 large scale industry, 1 medium and 28  small scale 

industries in this Block. 

Alphabetically the names of the 25 GPs are Badapalaspal, Bareigoda, 

Baxibarigaon, Bhagamunda, Bhanrpur, Budhakhaman, Daitary, 

Dhurudiamba, Gounighasa, Harichandanpur, Hunda, Jamujodi, Janghira, 

Jiranga, Junga, Manoharpur, Pitapiti, Pithagola, Rasol, Rebanapalaspal, 

Sagadapata, Sunapentha, Tangiriapal, Tentalaposi, Thakurpada. 

Ghasipura Block 

The Ghasipura Block is functioning w.e.f. 2-10-1955. This Block 

coveres 173. Revenue Villages with 22 GPs which are covered by two Police 

Stations i.e. Ghasipura  & Ramachandrapur. The total area of this Block is 

343 sqr. km. NH 215 is passing through the Block. This Block has a mini 

stadium at Alati.  The population as per 2011 census of this Block is 148231 

out of which male population is 74663, female population is 73568, ST 

population is 30150, SC population is 27784 and others  90297. The literate 

population of this Block is 101458, i.e. 68.45 %. This Block consists of 22  

GPs. The Block has 2 CHC, 7 PHC, 5 Govt. Homeopathic dispensary, 5  

Auxillary Nurshing Midwifery(ANM) centers, 256  Angnwadi Centers, 

(AWC)152  Gaon Kalyana Samiti(GKS) for facilitation of better health care of 

the Villagers. For higher education  there are, 29  High Schools, 10 Ashram 

Schools and 3 Colleges. The Block provides drinking water to the inhabitants 

through 1729 tube wells and 34  piped water systems. To irrigate its 

agricultural field the Block has 23  Miner Irregation Projects.  (MIP)20 

financial Institutions and 10 Primary Agricultural Cooperative Socities 

(PACS) are functioning in the Block and  they  finance the Villagers in 

respect of ISB, Agriculture, Pisciculture and other segments including credit 

linkage to SHG groups, 1285  Women Self Help groups are functioning 

under the guidance of this Block. To provide better treatment to the Live 

Stock the Block has 2  VAS centers and 15  LI centers. 

The Block has 6 weekly hats, 520  Tank / Bandha, 60  Bagayat and 39 

Kaina houses. Alphabetically the names of the GPs are: Alati, Balarampur, 

Batto, Bhandaridiha, Daradipal, Deogaon, Gadababndhagoda, Ganpua, 

Gohira, Kkshadurapal, Khalana, Khaliamenta, Machholo, Madanpur, 
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Pandua, Purunabandhagoda, Rdhikadeipur, Ramachandrapua, Sainkul, 

Saladei, Tarimul & Taruan 

Telkoi Block 

 Telkoi Block is one of the oldest Blocks of Odisha which came into 

existence on 1st April 1954. It is the western most Block of Keonjhar  

strategically surrounded by Pallahara  Block of Anugul district in the west, 

Kankadahada Block of Dhenkanal district in the south, Harichandanpur 

Block in the east  and Banspal Block in the north. Its total  geographical area 

is 826.83 Square kms.  As per 2011 Census, its total population is 96,788 

out of which male population 48,087 and the female population is 48,701 

thus making sex ratio 101.3. Category wise % of the population of this Block 

is ST:- 51.86%, SC:- 11.35% and others:- 36.79%. Literacy rate is low in this 

area with only 56.25%.  It is the home to primitive clans such as Juanga and 

Mallhar. The Block has 22  GPs with 149 Revenue Village, There are 1 

Community Health Center (CHC), 4 Primary Health Center (PHC), 2 Govt 

Homoeopathy dispensaries, 3 Ayurvedic dispensaries, 24 Auxilary Nurshing 

Midwifery centres (ANM), 176 Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) 

centres and 138  Gaon Kalyan samities in this Block.  31  High Schools, 8  

Ashram Schools,1 ITC (Industrial Training Institute) and 3 Colleges are 

functioning in the Block. For  Supply of driking water there are 1266 Tube 

Wells, 20  Piped Water Supply systems, 184 Tanks and 44 nos. of Dug 

Wells functional in the Block. There are also 15  Minor Irrigation Projects out 

of which 11 are functional in this area for Irrigation to Agriculture land. A total 

of 1133  Women Self Help groups are registered. To enhance better Medical 

facilities to the Livestock of the area, this Block has 2 Veterinary 

dispensaries along with 6  Livestock Aid Centres (LAC). The names of the 

GPs under this Block in alphabetical order are Akul, Balabhadrapur, 

Bhimkand, Bimala, Binjhabahal, Chhamunda, Deuladiha, Dobalapal, 

Jagamohanpur, Kaliahata, Karamangi, Karadangi, Khuntapada, Odia-Birida, 

Podang, Purujoda, Raisuan, Saleikena, Sibanarayanpur Goda, Sirigida, 

Talapada and Telkoi. The main profession of the people is agriculture. Telkoi  

is famous for its mangoes and water melons. These two seasonal fruits are 

exported from here to even foreign countries. Places like Kamalangi Siva 

Temple, Tenteinali Water Fall, Putughar Water Fall, Dandadhar Dam  are 

places of tourist importance in this Block. 

Jhumpura Block 

The Block is started functioning with effect from 1.10.1959. The 

geographical area of the Block is 144.012  sq. km. The population  is 113293 

as per 2011 Census, out of which SC population is-8052, ST-57144, and 

others-48097. This Block consists of 22  GPs in which there are 153 

Revenue Villages out of which 5 are uninhabited. The Block has  CHC, 4 

PHCs, 1 Homeopathic dispensary, 3 Ayurvedic dispensary, 28 ANM centres, 
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158 Asha centres, 227 Anganwadi centres, and 142 GKSs, for facilitation of 

better health care of the Villagers. There are 36 High Schools, and 3  

Colleges.  The Block provides drinking water to the inhabitants through 1548  

tube Wells, 65 sanitary wells, 22 pipe water systems. 872 nos of Women 

Self Help Groups are functioning in this Block. To provide better treatment to 

the Livestock the Block has 2  VAS centres and 6  LI Centres. There are 14  

small scale industries, 7medium scale industries and 3 large sca le 

industries in the Block.  

Alphabetically the names of the GPs are Arsala, Asanpat, 

Badadumuria, Badaneuli, Balibandha, Baria,Basantapur, Chouthia, 

Dhanurjaypur, Gumura, Gundunia, Jhumpura, Khendra, Khuntapada, 

Kutugaon, Malda, Nahabeda, Naradpur, Nayagarh, Nischintpur, Tukudiha 

and Ukhunda. 

Champua Block 

Champua  Block was established on 1/10/1953 having 137  Revenue 

Villages extended in 475.579 sqr kms. The total population of Block as per 

census held during 2011 is 98,185 out of which ST community comprises 

46392 and SC 9316. Rest 42477 belong to other communities. The Block  

has 22 Gram Panchayats. The Block has total 209  schools out of which 32  

are high schools. There are 2 colleges. For public health there are one 

community health center, 3 PHCs and 17 dispensaries. All the137 Villages 

have been electrified and 38 Villages provided with water supply systems.  

It has total 756 km of GP road, 137 km PS road, 152 km CC road.  The 

Block has 34  post offices,and 2 nationalized banks.  961  self help groups 

have been registered in the Block.  

Alphabetically name of the Grampanchyats are Badanai, Bhanda, 

Bhuinpur, C.S.Pur, Jajaposi, Jali, Jamudalak, Jyotipur, Kalikaprasad, 

Karanjia, Kashipal, Kodagadia, Kutariposhi, Padua, Parshala, Rajia, 

Rangamatia, Rimuli, Sadangi, Sarei, Sunaposi and Unchab. 

Saharpada Block 

  Saharpada Block started functioning in the year 1963. The 

geographical area of this block is 97699.84 hec. The population as per 2011 

census of this block is 88899 out of which male population is 43632,female 

population is 45267, ST population is 51432, SC population is 7176 and 

others are 30291. As regards literacy of this percentage is 56.59. The total 

number of households of this block is 20080. The block has 20 GPs in which 

there are 138 Revenue Villages and 2 hamlets. The block has 1 CHC, 4 

PHC, 1  Govt.  Homeopathy dispensary, 3 Ayurvedic dispensary, 23  ANM 

centres, 126 Asha centres, 213 AWC centres, 136 GKS for facilitation of 

better health care of the Villagers.  The block  has 30  High schools, and 1 
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Degree College. The block provides drinking water to the inhabitants through 

1310 tube wells, 280 wells and 41 piped water systems. To irrigate its 

agricultural fields the block has 4 MIPs and, 47  LIPs. 793 women SHGs are 

functioning under the guidance of the block. To provide better treatment to 

the live-stocks,the block has 1  VAS and 5  LI centres.  

Alphabetically the name of the GPs are  Baikala, Barbil,  Dalapaka, 

Damahuda, Digipasi, Gandabeda, Goras, Kapundi, Khadikapada, 

Khajirapat, Khuntapada, Kundala, Machhagarh, Mallarpada, Raidiha, 

Saharpada, Sankhua, Silipada, Tendra & Udayapur. 

Joda Block 

Functioning  since 1961 the geographical area of this block is 

264.08sqr. miles. The population as per 2011 census is 125728 out of which 

male population is 64537, female population is 61191, ST population is 

75053 SC population is 11824 and others are 38851. The literate population  

is 59442. This block consists of 15  GPs in which there are 109 Revenue 

Villages and 134 hamlets. The block has 1 PHC, 2  Govt. Homeopathy 

dispensary. 34  ANM centers. 177 Asha centers. 281 no. of AW centers, 115 

no. of GKS for facilitation of better health care of the Villagers.  The Block 

has 28 High schools, 1  Degree collage. The block provides drinking water to 

the inhabitants through 1087  tube wells, 217 wells and 13   piped water 

systems. To irrigate its agricultural fields the block has 13 MIPs. 641 WSHGs 

are functioning under the guidance of the block. To provide better treatment 

to the live stock the block has 2  VAS centers and 14  LI centers.  

Alphabetically  name of the GPs are:- Anseikala, Badkalimati, Balada, 

Balagada, Bhadrasahi, Bolani, Bhuyanrioda, Birikala, Chamakpur, 

Deojhar,Guali, Jajang, Jalahari, Kandra, Palasa. 

Ghatgaon Block 

Ghatgaon block started functioning in the year 1955 covering 547.29 

sqkm. The population as per 2011 census o is 118568, out of which male 

population is 59186, female population is 59382, ST population is 75061, SC 

population is 6828 & others are 36679. The literate population of this block is 

67901. This block consists of  GPs in which there are 142 revenue Villages 

& 54 hamlets. There are 1  CHC, 3  PHC, 30 Govt Homeopathy dispensary, 

48 Ayurvedic dispensaries, 26  ANM centres, 149 ASHA centres,171 AWC & 

132 GKs. for facilitation of better health care for the Villagers. For education  

33 High schools  and,2 Degree Colleges exist to provide a higher learning.  

The block provides drinking water to the inhabitants through 1517 

tubewells,62 wells 26  pipe water systems. The block has 11  financial 

institutions ( Banks), 1  lamp & 950  Women self help groups. There are 3  

VAS centres & 5 LI centres to take care of the live stock.  
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 Thousands of pilgrims all over India throng to Maa Tarini Temple, 

Ghatgaon everyday to seek the divine grace of Maa Tarini. Sitabinj of 

Manoharpur GP is an ASI protected monument of fresco paintings.  

Alphabetical list of Grampanchyats is as follows: 

Badamasinabila, Badajamuposi, Badapichhula, Balipokhari, 

Barahatipura, Basantapur, Bholbeda, Binida, Dhenkikote, Gadadharpur, 

Khantaghar, Manoharpur, Muktapur, Mukundpurpatna, Paidapatna, 

Pandapada, Patilo, Pipilia, Purumunda, Rutisila, Santarapur, Sarasposi, 

Sunatangiri, Tara, Toranipokhari and Uperdiha. 

Banspal Block 

 The Block started functioning in the year 1960, The geographical area 

of this block is 1,13.062 ha. The population as per 2011 census  is 1,02,726, 

out of which male Population is 50726, female population,52042, ST 

population 66829, SC population 3584 and others 14720. The percentage of 

literate population  is 36%. This block consists of 21  GPs in which there are 

169   Revenue Villages. The Block has 1.  CHC, and 5  PHC.  There are 25  

ANM centres, 177 ASHA centres, 236  AWCs & 171 GKS  for facilitation of 

better health care of the Villagers.   The block has 24 High Schools and 1 

Degree College.  Drinking water is provided to the inhabitants through 1061  

tube wells, 27  wells and 16  piped water systems. 678 Women SHGs are 

functioning under the guidance of the block. To provide better treatment to 

the live stock, the block has 1  VAS centre and 6  L.I. centres. 

 There are two irons ore mines namely- Oisha  Mining Corporation 

(OMC) Ltd. at Suakati and Putulupani Iron  Ltd. at Kumundi GP areas. The 

Sanaghagara, Badaghagara, Khandadhar, Gonasika (Guptaganga)  tourist 

places are located in this block area. 

Alphabetically the name of GPs are Banspal Baragarh, Bayakumutia, 

Fuljhar, Gonasika, Jatra, Kalanda (kha), Karangadihi, Kodipasa, Kuanra, 

Kumundi, Nayakote, Saharpur, Singhpur, Suakati, Talakadakala, 

Talachampei, Talakainsari, Tana, Taramakanta and Uper raigoda.    

Hatadihi Block 

    The Block started functioining in the year 1961 covering an area of  

117.758 hec. Total population as per 2011 census is  1, 64,233 out of which 

male population  is 76612, female Population, 87621, SC population, 41888, 

ST population, 30208 and others, 92137. The Block consists of 31  GPs in 

which there are 218 Revenue Villages and 2 hamalets. There are 1  CHC, 6  

PHC, 1  Auruvedic Dispensary, 141 of Asha Centers,22 ANM Centres, 219  

AWW Centres,  218  GKS for facilitation of beter health care of the Villagers. 

There are 51 High Schools, 3  Degree Colleges. The Block provides drinking 

water to the inhabitants through 2244  tube wells and 12 piped water 
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systems. For irrigation there are 7 MIPS. 10 financial Instituations and 1  

LAMPs are functioining in the Block. 1185  Women self groups are 

functioning under the guidance of this Block. To provide better treatment to 

the live stock there are 1  VAS Centre and17  LI Centres. 

From the tourist point of view Gadachandi  temple, Hadagarh dam near 

Hadagarh Navodaya Vidyalaya are note worthy.  

Alphabetically the names of the Gram Panchayats  are  Aitipur, Akarua, 

Ambo, Anara, Badarampas, Balibarei, Bancho,Bangore, Danar, 

Dhanurjaypur,  Dhenka, Gedma, Habaleswar, Hadagarh, Hatadihi, Inchol, 

Jambhira, K.Balipal, Kaligaon, Mareigaon, Orali, Padhiaripally, 

Panchugochhia, Pandado, Sadanga, Sadha, Salania, Samana, Sasanga, 

Soso and Sulan. 

Anandapur Block 

The Anandapur Block is functioning with effect from 1.4.1957 with 119 

of Revenue Villages and 86 hamlets. It is covered by 3 Police Stations i.e 

Anandapur, Ghasipura  and Ramachandrapur. The total area of the Block is 

31824 hec. The River Baitarani divides the Block area. 

 The population as per 2011 census is 109669 out of which male 

population is 94946,female population is 54570, ST population, 53302,SC 

population, 14060 and others, 42307. The literacy rate is 59%. The Block 

has 1 CHS, 5 Additional PHC,2  Govt. Homeopathic dispensary,6  Ayurvedic 

Dispensary,18  ANM Centres, 96 ASHA Centres,184 Anganwadi Centres 

and 118  GKS centers for better health care of the Villagers. 32  High 

Schoos and 8 Colleges provide higher education. The Block provides 

drinking water to the inhabitant through 1050 tubewells,30  wells and 18 

piped water supply systems. To irrigate agricultural fields the Block has 8 

MIPs.13  financial Institutions are functioning to financing the Villagers. 722 

WSHGs operate in the Block. To provide treatment to livestock the Block has 

1 VS center and 11 LI centers. 

 Alphabetically the names of GPs are Bailo, Baunsagarh, Belabahali, 

Dhakotha, Gayalamunda, Haridapal, Jalasuan, Kantipal, Kathakata, 

Kodapada, Kolimati, Manoharpur, Panasdiha, Panchupali, Salabani and 

Taratara. 

Patna Block 

  The Block started functioning w.e.f. 1.4.1960 with an area of 41,639.60 

hec. As per 2011 census the total populations is 1,01526 out of which male 

population is 50548, female population is 50978,  SC- 7706, ST-53405 & 

others – 40415.  Literate population is 61100 (60.18 %). There are 20 GPs in 

which there are 154 Revenue Villages and 268 wards. 
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Block has 1 CHC, 4  PHC, 3Govt. Homeopathy Dispensary, 1  

Ayurvedic Dispensary. 25  ANM Centres, 149  Asha Centers, 259  AWC, 

143  GSK providing basic health services to people. For higher   education 

there are 32  High Schools, and 3  Degree Colleges. The  provided drinking 

water to the inhabitants through 1391  tube wells, 33  Wells and 28 Piped 

Water systems are functional. For irrigation the Block has 7  minor irrigation 

projects. 

  1011  WSHGs are functioning under the guidance of the Block. To 

provide basic services to live stock the Block has 1  VAS Centre and 9 nos 

of LI Centres. 

  The people of the Block depend on agriculture, forest and forest 

products and most of the people are daily labourers 

 Alphabetically the name of the GPs are (1) Badapatna (2) Baunsuli (4) 

Chakundapal (5) Chinamaliposi (6) Chemana (7) Dumuria (8) Erendei (9) 

Jamunaposi (10) Kantiapada (1) Kendeiposi (12) Khireitangiri (13) Mirigikhoji 

(14) Murusuan (15) Mushakhori (16) Palanghati (17) Rajnagar (18) 

Saraskola (19) Tangarpada (20) Turumunga 

Gram Panchayat 

 Article 40 of the Constitution of India says, "The State shall take steps 

to organize Village Panchayats and endow them with such powersand 

authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as Units  of Self-

Government". 

Structure 

 Grama Panchayat is at the bottom of three tier Panchayati Raj System. 

It was formed as per the Odisha Grama Panchayat Act, 1964. A Group of 

contiguous Villages constitute a Grama. The population of a Grama should 

not be more than 2000 and less than 1000. For each Grama there shall be a 

Grama Sabha, which is a corporate body. The Office and Headquarters of 

the Grama Sabha is situated within the limits of the Grama. It meets two 

times, in February and in June, every year. 

 The quorum for the meetings is one-tenth of the total members of the 

Grama Sabha. There is one Grama Panchayat for each Grama Sabha. It is 

the executive authority of the Grama Sabha. After the formation of a Grama 

the Collector of the District deterMines the number of Wards in line with 

Article 243(C) of the Constitution. Normally a Village is composed of one or 

more than one ward. The total number of wards of a Grama Panchayat can 

not be less than 11 and more than 25. Each panchayat area is to be divided 

into different territorial wards. It should be divided in such a manner that the 

ratio between the population of each ward and the number of seats allotted 

to it shall be the same throughout the panchayat area. Grama Panchayat is 
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formed with one Sarpanch, one Naib-Sarpanchand Ward Members. 

Sarpanch is elected by the electors of the whole Grama Panchayat. One 

ward member is elected from each ward by the Electorsof the ward from 

among themselves. Soon after the publication of election result of Sarpanch 

and Ward Members, a special meeting is convened to elect one Naib-

Sarpanchfrom among the Ward Members. If the post of Sarpanch of the 

Grama Panchayat is not reserved for women, then the post of Naib-

Sarpanchshall be reserved for woman of that particular panchayat. One-third 

seats (Including the number of seats reserved for S.C. and S.T. women) 

shall be reserved for women. This reservation of seats shall be allotted by 

rotation of different wards of a Grama Panchayat. As per Section 93 of the 

Odisha Grama Panchayat Act, for every Grama Panchayat there shall be a 

fund known as 'Grama Fund'. All money received from the Government and 

income of the Grama Panchayat   shall be deposited in any Nationalised 

Bankor the nearest Post Office or Treasury. The main sources of revenue of 

the Grama Panchayat are enlisted. It raises money through taxes, fees and 

Government taxes. Such as,Vehicles tax; Latrine or Conservancy tax Water-

rate where water is supplied by the Grama Panchayat ; Lighting taxes, 

where the lighting of public streets is provided; Drainage tax; Fees on private 

markets, cart sheds; Fees on animals sold in a public market managed by a 

Grama Panchayat ; Fees for regulating movement of cattle for protection of 

crops; Fees for use of any building, shop, stall, or stand in the market; Rent 

from contractors temporarily occupying open grounds or any building 

maintained by the Grama Panchayat and Any other tax, fee as may be 

decided by the Grama Panchayat  subject to the approval of the State 

Government. 

 According to Article 243 H, the legislature of a State may authorise a 

panchayat to levy, collect and appropriate such taxes, duties, tolls and fees. 

Besides these, the Grama Panchayatreceives funds like Jawahar Rojgar 

Yojana, Kendu Leaf Grant for developmental works. The Sarpanch prepares 

a budget and places before the Grama Panchayat for consideration in the 

financial year. 

 The Grama Panchayat, after consideration submits the budget to each 

Palli Sabha and then to the grama sabha for recommendations. After this 

process of modification and recommendation the budget is submitted to the 

concerned Panchayat Samiti for approval. 

 If the Panchayat Samiti is not satisfied with the budget then it has the 

power to modify the budget. As per 73rd Amendment Act, 1992 inserted in 

the Article 243-1 of the Constitution the governor has to constitute a finance 

commission to review the financial position and to make recommendations 

for maintaining sound financial position of Grama Panchayat. 
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Functions, Power and Duties of the Grama Panchayat 

 The main objective of Grama Panchayat is rural upliftment. Section 44 

and 45 of the Odisha Grama Panchayat Act specify the functions and 

powers ofGrama Panchayats, which have been divided into two: compulsory 

and discretionary. The following are the compulsory functions of the Grama 

Panchayat. 

1. It constructs, repairs, maintains and improves public roads. 

2. It makes provisions for lighting and cleaning of public roads and other 

important public places. 

3. It constructs, maintains and cleans drains and public latrines, urinals. 

4. For the purpose of supply and storage of drinking water, it constructs, 

repairsand maintains tanks, wells, tube wells. 

5. It makes adequate arrangements for scavenging, removal and 

disposal of garbage and other obnoxious polluted matters 

6. It takes steps for preventing and checkingspread of epidemic and 

infectious   diseases. 

7. It maintains Records of birth, death and marriages. 

8. It prepares the census reports of human beings, animals and 

registration of the animals transacted. 

9. It protects, maintains and develops all properties entrusted to the 

management of the Grama Panchayat. 

10.  It regulates and controls the movement of cattle for protection of 

crops. 

11.  It controls stray and ownerless dogs. 

12.  It renders all reasonable assistance to the Panchayat Samiti for 

establishing and maintaining primary education. 

13.  It supervises and maintains social conservation work. 

14.  It regulates 'Melas', Fairs, and Festivals and maintains markets, 

hats and cart stands. 

15.  It implements Scheme for agricultural extension. 

16. It regulates minor Forest produce. 

17.  It takes steps for small scale Industries, food-processing Industries 

18.  It takes measures for rural housing. 

19.  It undertakes poverty alleviation, women and child welfare 

Programmes. 
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20.  It takes steps for social welfare including welfare of the 

handicapped and mentally retarded persons and public distribution 

system. 

The main discretionary functions of the Grama Panchayat  are: 

1. Maintenance and Planting of trees on both side of public streets and 

maintenance of VillageForests. 

2. Establishment and improvement of live stocks. 

3. Construction, maintenance and regulation of Slaughter Houses. 

4. Steps for assisting and advising Farmerson reclaiming waste land and 

cultivating fallow land. 

5. Management and development of Co-operative Stores. 

6. Relief from famine or other natural calamities. 

7. Opening and maintenance of Libraries and Reading rooms for 

Villages. 

8. Establishment of fire services and protection of life and property in 

case of fire. 

9. Establishment of maternity and Child Welfare centres. 

10. Establishment and maintenance of Akharas, Clubs and other 

Recreation Centres. 

11. Establishment and maintenance of works for providing employment 

in time of scarcity and establishment of Granaries. 

12. Promotion of Cottage Industries. 

13. Maintenance and construction of Dharmasalas and Rest Houses. 

14. Maintenance and organisation of agro-industrial exhibitions. 

15. Collection of statistics of the unemployed. 

16. Provisions for adult education, establishment of primary Schools 

with approval of the concerned panchayat samitis. 

17. It can organize a body known as grama swechha sevaka for 

assisting the Grama Panchayat during time of emergency. 

18. Prevention of gambling and implementation of the Programme for 

Prohibition. 

 Besides the above, the panchayat has to perform such other functions, 

which are given on compulsory or discretionary basis by the State 

Government. 
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Palli Sabha and their Functions 

 The Sabha formed with all the men and women voters of a revenue 

Village is called Palli Sabha. For every Village within the grama, there shall 

be a Palli Sabha. Where the area comprised within a ward consists of more 

than one revenue Village there shall be only one Palli Sabha for such ward. 

Each Palli Sabha shall consist of all persons registered in the electoral roll 

for any Assembly Constituency for the time being in force as relates to the 

area in respect of Palli Sabha and the said portion of the roll shall be 

considered to be electoral roll of the Palli Sabha. 

Procedure for Palli Sabha meeting 

1. All voters for the time being in force, are the members of the Palli 

Sabha. 

2. Grama Panchayat shall convene the meeting of Palli Sabha. 

3. Palli Sabha meets in February every year.  

4. The meeting of Palli Sabha shall be held at a public place within the 

Palli Sabha area, as may be determined by the Grama Panchayat. 

5. The Grama Panchayat shall arrange the date and time of Palli Sabha. 

6. The Grama Panchayat  shall arrange for convening the meeting of 

Palli Sabha which shall meet in February every year and the date 

and time for holding such meeting be fixed six months in advance. 

7. The Grama Panchayat may require the Palli Sabha to hold an 

extraordinary meeting either of its own or on a requisition, in writing 

of not less than one-fifth of the membersof Palli Sabha. In such 

case, the date, time, place and subject for discussion in such 

meeting shall be fixed by the Grama Panchayat at least fifteen days 

in advance.  

8. The meeting shall be held at a public place within the palli saba area 

to be decided by the Grama Panchayat and wide publication for the 

date, time, place of the meeting along with subject for discussion 

shall be given by beating of drum within the Palli Sabha area. 

9.   Ward Members will be the president of Palli Sabha. In case of more 

than one ward member, the list of all such members in order of 

preference is to be determined by the Grama Panchayat. In the 

absence of all the above in the meeting, those present in the 

meeting may elect one from among themselves to preside over the 

meeting. 

10. If the meeting is requisitioned by not less than one-fifth of the 

members of the Palli Sabha, the requisition shall be addressed to 
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the sarapanch thirty days in advance and it shall State the place, 

date and time of the meeting. In case the Grama Panchayat fails to 

arrange the meeting on the date mentioned in the requisition, the 

members who sign the requisition may call the meeting on the date 

and at the time and place mentioned in the requisition. 

11. If there being no quorum, the meeting shall be adjourned to a future 

date for which, notice shall be given in the prescribed manner before 

15 days. 

12. As per the notification dated 5th December, 2002 of Panchayatraj 

Department the quorum shall include one-third of the 

memberspresent who are women members. 

13. All questions which may come before the meeting of the Palli Sabha 

shall be decided by a majority of votes. In case of equal number of 

votes the president of the meeting shall have a second or casting 

vote.  

14. Voting by proxy is prohibited. No member shall vote upon any 

motion or amendment unless he be present in person at the time 

when it is put to vote. 

15. The proceedings of the Palli Sabha be recorded in a book to be kept 

for the purpose in Odia and shall be signed by the president of the 

meeting and such book shall be open to general public for 

inspection. 

Functions of Palli Sabha 

 The Functions areto prepare plan for developmental works and 

Programmes that may be taken up in the ensuing year by the Grama 

Panchayat; to recommend for the approval of annual budget, to submit the 

estimate; to select Beneficiaries of different poverty alleviation Programmes; 

to select Village labour Leader for implementation of work Orders; there is 

provision for conducting social audit in the Palli Sabha. 

General Election to Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) 

 Article 40 of the Constitution of India provides for the state to take steps 

to organise Village panchayats and endow them with such power and 

authority so as to enable them to function as units of self Government. 

Consequent upon the Constitution (73rdAmendment) Act, 1992,  provision 

has been made in the constitution for the 3-tier Panchayats in every state 

and  election to these Panchayats under a constitutional authority. 

The State Election Commission constituted under Article-243-K of the 
Constitution of India is vested with the power of superintendence, direction 
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and control of preparation of electoral roll for the conduct of all elections to 
the 3 tier Panchayati  Raj institutions. 

According to this  provision, the 3 tier Panchayat Elections have been 

held in the years 1997, 2002, 2007 and 2012 in Keonjhar district. 

 The details of Sarpanch, PS member, ward Member, Chairperson of 

Panchayat Samitis and Zilla Parishad members, reservation position / 

elected during the year 2007 and 2012 are given below.  

 In the year 2007 the reservation position/elected Sarpanch were- 286, 

PS members-286, ward members-3680, chairpersons- 13 and Zilla Parishad 

members-37. 

 In the year 2012 the reservation position/elected Sarpanch were 287, 

PS members- 287, ward members- 3685, chairpersons- 13 and Zilla 

Parishad members- 37 

Source: D.P.O., Keonjhar 
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CHAPTER-XII 

EDUCATION & CULTURE 

Historical Background of Education in Keonjhar District 

Hardly anything is known about the educational institutions of Keonjhar 

in early times. During the medieval period,  the place became a stronghold 

of Jainism. The Anandapur Sub-Division is full of Jain relics and the name 

Anandapur itself seems to be of Jain origin. The Abhidhana Rajendra- a 

famous Prakrit lexicon, refers to a town called Anandapur where people 

used to celebrate a famous festival for eight days during autumn on the bank 

of a River flowing to the east and ultimately meeting the Saraswati. The 

River Saraswati is taken to be another name of the Brahmani with which the 

Baitarani meets after flowing in easterly direction from Anandapur. Thus, 

Anandapur  is believed to have been a great centre of Jain culture, the relics 

of which are found at present in the form of innumerable Jain images many 

of which are of life-size. The Village Podasingidi in Anandapur Sub-Division 

containing a ruined temple of Rishavanath was a famous resort of 

pilgrimage. It appears that the Jains had some monastic institutions at 

Anandapur and Podasingidi.  

The tradition of learning was fostered by the enlightened Bhanja rulers 

who were great patrons of learning and culture, and during their rule the 

town of Keonjhar turned to be a seat of learning. Govinda Bhanja, who was 

the ruler of the ex-State  in the early part of the 17th century, was himself a 

poet and wrote some devotional songs in Odia. A drama in Sanskrit was 

written by one Nilakantha Mishra of Keonjhar in the last part of the 18th 

century. The celebrated poet Brajanath Badajena of Dhenkanal lived for 

sometime in Keonjhar during the rule of Balabhadra Bhanja (1764-1792 AD) 

and wrote his famous Kavya, Ambika Vilas. 

The traditional pattern of education prevalent  was the pathasala 

system, where the Village teachers taught  the pupils the 3 R's (Reading, 

Writing and Arithmatic). Facilities for imparting western education were not 

available in the district till the end of the 19th century. Steps were taken for 

the introduction of modern education  during the rule of Dhanurjaya Narayan 

Bhanja (1861-1905) and English education was introduced. The ruler 

established one Middle English school at Keonjhar and one at Anandapur. 

He not only encouraged English education in his own State, but also 

donated liberally to other educational institutions in Odisha. His generous 

contributions to the Ravenshaw College, Pyarimohan Academy and the 

Girls' School at Cuttack are noteworthy. 

It is revealed from the Settlement Report of Keonjhar State for 1305 

Amli Year (1898 A.D.) that there were one Middle English school at Ananda-

pur, one Vernacular school at Champua;  one Vernacular school, one 
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Rajkumar Pathasala and one Sanskrit Tol at Keonjhargarh. Besides, there 

were six Vernacular schools in other parts of the ex-State, and 118 Village 

pathasalas kept by abdhans or Village pedagogues. The total number of 

pupils attending all these schools was about 1,700. Education was then 

under the supervision of the Sub-inspector of schools for Keonjhar and 

Nilgiri, as he held charge of both the ex-States. 

For the spread of education among the Bhuyans, Colonel Johnstone 

who was in charge of the Settelement operations of 1870 of the ex-State 

took initiative and some Village schools were established in the Bhuyan hills 

and they were in existence till the revolt of 1891, when they were swept 

away by the Bhuyans, who had long cherished a hatred for education. It is 

mentioned in the above Settlement Report that the Bhuyans "preferred 

seeing their sons assist them in their domestic business or in beating the 

jungles for roots, etc. for their subsistence to wasting their time at school. 

The short-sighted police of those days would often compel the people to 

send their children to school, so they took this to be another hateful 'bethi' 

(forced labour) the State was exacting from them and with an unprincipled 

set of school masters, they soon learnt to hate the infant institution that 

Colonel Johnstone had taken so much pains to establish." 

During the early part of this century, efforts were made to accelerate the 

tempo of educational advancement in the ex-State. More school buildings 

were constructed and were equipped with furniture. Parents were pressed 

by the Durbar administration to send their children to school regularly. Steps 

were also taken to spread education among the Bhuyans and to encourage 

women education. To this effect separate schools were opened for their 

education in different parts of the ex-State. In 1907-08 there were 164 

schools in the ex-State which inculded 2 Middle English schools, 7 Upper 

Primary schools, 115 Lower Primary schools including four separate schools 

for girls, 1 Sanskrit Tol, 3 special schools and 36 Pathasalas. The number of 

pupils in these institutions was 2,951 boys and 162 girls during the said year. 

In the beginning of the century to give impetus to education two Government 

Sub-Inspectors were assigned to the ex-State and they were assisted by two 

Inspecting Pandits. The educational work was supervised by the then 

Agency Inspector of schools who functioned under the Political Agent. The 

establishment of a High English school in the ex-State had long been under 

contemplation. It  materialized when the Gibson High English school at 

Keonjhar came into being on the 30th August,1934. The institution owed its 

origin  to Mr. E.C. Gibson, C.I.E., I.C.S., the then Agent to the Governor-

General, Eastern States, whose sympathy and encouragement led to the 

fruition of the idea. During the year 1934-35 the total number of schools in 

the ex-State was 107 and the number of pupils attending these institutions 

was 8, 017 including 1,157 girls. The break up of the institutions  was 1 High 

English school, I Middle English school, 2 Middle Vernacular schools, 14 
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Upper Primary schools, 86 Lower Primary schools, 1 Sanskrit Tol and 2 

Muktabs. There were Bhuyanpirh schools in different parts of the ex-State to 

promote education among the Bhuyans. The number of educational 

institutions remained unchanged till 1938-39, but in the next year it came 

down to 101 and this was due to the closing down of the Bhuyanpirh schools 

owing to their unsatisfactory conditions. However, the number of students in 

the educational institutions increased gradually as education was becoming 

popular among the people. According to the census of 1951, in 1947-48, 

before the State merged with the province of Odisha in 1948, there were 2 

High English schools, 10 Middle English schools and 133 Primary schools. 

During Durbar administration, attention was also paid to the education 

of women, the backward people and the minorities, such as, the Muslims. 

There were separate schools exclusively meant for the education of girls. 

Muktabs were established to facilitate the education of the Muslim children. 

The ex-State maintained some separate schools to educate the children 

belonging to the backward classes. After the closure of the Bhuyanpirh 

schools one Residential school was established at Suakati for the education 

of the Bhuyan children. 

The administration of public instruction in this erstwhile State remained 

in the hands of the revenue authorities till 1933 and the concerned Sub-

Divisional Officers were in charge of it. In 1934 a new scheme was brought 

into operation and the Primary and Middle Vernacular schools were put in 

charge of a Deputy Inspector of schools who exercised the powers of the 

head of a department in respect of these institutions. However, the opinion 

of the Sub-Divisional Officers was considered essential in respect of 

appointment and transfer of teachers. But Middle English education 

continued to remain under the administrative control of the Sub-Divisional 

Officers, subject, however, to the inspection by the Deputy Inspector of 

schools. The Gibson High English School  was deemed to be a distinct 

department of the ex-State and the Headmaster of the school was 

recognised as the head of the department in respect of this institution. For 

the purpose of Primary education, the ex-State had been divided into three 

circles, designated as the Upper Keonjhar circles A and B and the Lower 

Keonjhar circle. Each of these circles was incharge of a Sub-Inspector of 

schools.  One  circle was closed in1939 and  till the merger of the ex-State 

with the province of Odisha in 1948, there had been two Sub-Inspectors only 

who worked under the administrative control of the Deputy Inspector of 

schools. 

According to the Census of 1951, the percentage of literacy in the 

district of Keonjhar remained at 12.09 comprising 10.72 percent male and 

1.37 per cent female. As between the sexes, the percentage of literacy was 

88.69 male and 11.31 female. But the percentage of literacy in the district 
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during the decade ending 1961 rose and it stood at17.7 consisting of 14.8 

per cent male and 2.9 per cent female. Taking the male population as a 

whole, the percentage of literates was 29.2 and similarly among the females 

the percentage was 5.9. The percentage of literacy in the district, however, 

was below the State average of 21.7.        

In 1947-48, number of High English Schools, Middle English Schools 

and Primary Schools was 2, 10 and 133 respectively.   After independence  

in the year 1955-56, number of Girls’ primary Schools was 2 and number of 

Girls’ M.E. Schools was also 2. By the end of fifties, there was a Girls’ High 

Schools.  During 1959-60, number of girl students in Keonjhar district was 

8758 including 7 girl students at college level. In the year 1970-71 there 

were 10  Girls’ Primary Schools 4 Girls’ M.E. Schools, 2 Kanyashram and 5 

Girls’ High Schools & total number of girl students was 25639 including 81 

girls at college level. Similarly in 1978-79 number of Girls’ Primary Schools 

was 9, Girls’ M.E. Schools 7, and Girls’ High Schools 7. There was also a 

Womens’ college. Number of Girl students in Primary level was 42452, in 

M.E. level 5458 and in Secondary level 3359. 

During 2006-07, the number stood at-  Primary Schools-1543,  M.E. 

Schools-579,  High Schools-368, General Colleges-38 and Engineering 

College - 1. So far as Elementary Education is concerned, during the year 

2007-08  number of schools was 2457 with enrolment of 289243 students. In 

the year 2008-09 2535 schools   enrolled is 297031 students. During 2009-

10 there were 2578 schools with 297986 students. In 2010-11 2593 schools 

had 304369  students. During 2011-12  2678 schools  had  297718 students. 

Similarly in the year 2012-13  2687  schools had 293021 students. In 2013-

14 2719  schools  enrolled  295697 students. In the year 2014-15, the 

students strength  was 299219 in 2826 schools. 

        The literacy rate stood as follows:- 

 2001- Male—71.99%.   Female---46.22% 

2011—Male—78.12%    Female---58.28% 

In the year 2009-10, number of High Schools was 477 with 61000 

students, out of which girls were 47.54%, ST-11.47% and SC-29.50%. 

 During the year 2011-12, number of High Schools in Keonjhar district 

was 502 with  90505 students out of which  46034 were boys  44471 were 

girls. Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Caste and Other Backward Caste 

students were 32071, 11544 and 34100 respectively. During 2014-15  of the 

508 High Schools, Schools under Central Government were-3, under School 

& Mass Education department (Govt. Schools)-205, Aided-41, Block Grant 

(New Aided)-129, Recognised UN-aided-97 and Sanskrit tol-02. Under SSD 
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department  number of High Schools is 24. number of English Medium 

Schools in Keonjhar district is 7 and there are 4 Training Institutes. 

 Prior to 1975, Educational activity of Keonjhar district was under the 

control of Mayurbhanj- Keonjhar circle with headquarters at Baripada. A 

separate Education circle for Keonjhar district was established  on 11.8.1975 

with an Inspector of Schools as it’s Head. The post of ‘Inspector Schools’ 

was re-designated as District Education Officer in 2012. Previously 5 District 

Inspectors of Schools were working in five Education Districts namely 

Keonjhar (Sadar), Champua, Anandapur, Ghatgaon and Hatadihi. But now 

instead of five District Inspector of Schools, 13 Block Education Officers are 

created for 13 blocks to look after Primary and Upper Primary education in 

their respective blocks. 

 The State of Odisha especially the district of Keonjhar has made big 

strides during the last six decades in the field of School education, with 

unprecedented expansion of School infrastructure and students enrolment. 

What initially began as a move towards universalizing elementary education 

through Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan got greater  fillip with a new perspective with 

the Right to Education Act. Consequent upon these developments, there has 

been an increasing demand for Secondary education. Further, there is a 

clear realization that with the emergence of knowledge based society, 

Secondary Education has to be treated as basic requirement for personal 

progress in life as well as for meeting national goals. In this context, the 

launch of the Rasriya Madhyamik Sikshya Abhiyan (RMSA) in 2009 to 

achieve universal Secondary education in a mission mode marked a major 

step in this direction. The vision of this programme is to make good quality 

education available, accessible and affordable to all young persons in the 

age group of 14-18 years. 

+2 Education in Arts, Science and Commerce streams are imparted  in 

Junior colleges, the number of which is 51. 

A new Scheme for education of illiterate youths as well as adults has 

been implemented by Government of India from 28th February 2011 named 

as Saakshar Bharat Programme. Keonjhar district is included in this 

programme from 4.10.2012. 

In the district  of Keonjhar, Zilla Saaksharata Samiti (ZSS) has been 

constituted under the chairmanship of the Collector in thirteen  blocks. Block 

level Saaksharta Samiti (BLSS) and Panchayat level Saaksharata Samiti 

(PLSS) have been constituted in 286 Grama Panchayats of this district. 

Rastriya Madhyamika Sikshya Abhiyan (RMSA) Scheme was launched 

in 2009 for improvement of  the educational atmosphere in Secondary level 

students (Class IX & X). RMSA Scheme is implemented by Odisha 

Madhyamik Sikhshya Mission (OMSM), Bhubaneswar.  
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  Various Schemes are being implemented like Samarthya (Teachers’ 

Training), Sahajog (Training for SMDC members), Exposure Visit for class IX 

Students, Book Fair, Supply of Math & Science. Kits, Information & 

Communication Technology School, Model School, Girls Hostel, PYKKA, 

and Vocational Education etc.     

Chif Minister’s Bi-cycle Scheme 

 To achieve  100 % target in retention level in the Secondary level      

students of class X, of each  Government, Government aided and block 

grant (newly aided) schools are  provided with @ Rs. 2600/- for purchasing 

bi-cycle. 

Education of SCs, STs, OBCs, Minority’s and Women 

   After independence, education of SC and ST  students  has gained 

importance. Some High Schools, Kanyashrams, Ashram Schools, 

Sevashrams and Residential Sevashrams have been estabilished for 

improvement of education of ST and SC students. Now, the number of High 

Schools  is 26 for ST and SC Secondary students. During 2010-11, there 

were 12 Ashram Schools, 1 Kanyashram, 14 Abasik Ashrams, 32 

Sevashrams, 1 Ekalavya Model School under SSD Deptt.  

Multilingual education 

Multilingual education (MLE) is to address the disadvantaged group of 

children using mother tongue in early years of their primary classes and 

gradually shifting from their mother tongue (1) to state language (2) and then 

to national or international language.   

To provide equitable quality education to the tribal children facing the 

language differences at primary stages of education Multilingual Education 

was initiated in Odisha during 2006-07. Ten tribal languages were adopted 

for MLE. In Keonjhar  Multilingual Education was adopted for the Primitive 

Tribal Group (PTG) “The Juanga”. 

Trends In Technical Education  

   So far as Technical Educational Institutions of Keonjhar district are 

concerned, one Government Degree Engineering College is situated at 

district headquarters. There is  one Diploma Engineerng College, Odisha 

School of Mining and Engineering (OSME), Keonjhar. ITIs are there in 

Keonjhar district for development of Technical educational institutions. 

Apart from ITI Barbil, another ITI at Anandapur has been set up  by the 

Government. Besides some Industrial Training centres have been 

established in Keonjhar district which are managed by private bodies.  

Keonjhar School of Engineering (Polytechnic) at Dimbo has been set 

up in the year 2009 which is managed privately. This institution provides 
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Diploma course in Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Metallurgy and Mining 

Engineering. 

University Education 

There are 28 +3 Colleges in Keonjhar district   which are under the 

jurisdiction of North Odisha University. The first college  Dharanidhar 

autonomous college was established in 1957. The second college came up 

at Anandpur in 1964 with the initiative of the local people. The first Women 

college privately managed,  was established at Keonjhar in1979 with 45 

students. The list of Colleges is given below:- 

+3 Colleges In Keonjhar district (both Government and Private) 

Sl 
No 

District 
College 
Code 

College Stream 
Whether Govt 
or Private 

1 Keonjhar 18013305 

Jagannath (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Nayagarh 

Arts 

Private 

2 Keonjhar 18013306 
Salbani G.P. (Degree) 

College, Salabani 
Arts 

Private 

3 Keonjhar 18023304 

Patita Paban 

(Degree) College, 

Sainkula 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

4 Keonjhar 18024305 

Kushaleswar Anchalik 

(Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Rekutia 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

5 Keonjhar 18033305 
Boula (Degree) 

College, Soso 
Arts 

Private 

6 Keonjhar 18033406 

Biswa Tarini 

Women's (Degree) 

College, Chhenapadi 

Arts 

Private 

7 Keonjhar 18034309 

Anchalika (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Hatadihi 

Arts 

Private 

8 Keonjhar 18042303 
Anandapur (Degree) 

College, Anandapur 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science 

Private 

9 Keonjhar 18044405 

Kanak Manjari 

Women's (Degree) 

College, Salapada 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

10 Keonjhar 18052304 

Chandra Sekhar 

(Degree) College, 

Champua 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science 

Private 
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11 Keonjhar 18054306 
Rimuli (Degree) 

College, Rimuli 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science 

Private 

12 Keonjhar 18064304 

Panchayat Samiti 

(Degree) College, 

Jhumpura 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

13 Keonjhar 18082302 

Barbil Degree 

(Degree) College, 

Barbil 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science 

Private 

14 Keonjhar 18094402 

Joda Women's 

(Degree) College, 

Joda 

Arts 

Private 

15 Keonjhar 18103302 

Pateswar (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Suakati 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science 

Private 

16 Keonjhar 18113304 

Laxmi Narayan 

(Degree) College, 

Pipilia 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

17 Keonjhar 18114305 

Tarini Thakurani 

(Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Ghatagaon 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science 

Private 

18 Keonjhar 18123304 

Mahapat (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Janghira 

Arts 

Private 

19 Keonjhar 18124305 

Braja Bandhu 

(Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Harichandanpur 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science 

Private 

20 Keonjhar 18133304 

Anchalika (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Padmapur 

Arts 

Private 

21 Keonjhar 18133305 

Santosi Maa Regional 

(Degree) College, 

Jharbelda 

Arts 

Private 

22 Keonjhar 18133307 

Raisuan (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Raisuan 

Commerce 

Private 

23 Keonjhar 18142303 

Anchalika (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Swampatna 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

24 Keonjhar 18143305 

Dadhi Baman 

(Degree) College, 

Turumunga 

Arts 

Private 
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25 Keonjhar 18153304 
Regional (Degree) 

College, Udayapur 
Arts 

Private 

26 Keonjhar 18164304 

Charigarh (Degree) 

Mahavidyalaya, 

Telkoi 

Arts, Physical 

Science, Biological 

Science 

Private 

27 Keonjhar 18171403 

Government 

Women's (Degree) 

College, Keonjhar 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science, 

Self Financing 

Government 

28 Keonjhar 18171904 

Dharanidhar 

(Autonomous) 

College, Keonjhar 

Arts,Commerce, 

Physical Science, 

Biological Science, 

Self Financing 

Government 

D.D. College, Keonjhar 

  In the tribal dominated district of Keonjhar, D.D. College has spread 

higher education in the district. This College was established in the year 

1957. At that time it was named as Keonjhar Science College. After that 

“Arts’& “Commerce” streams were opened and it got its status as the 

Government College in the year 1962 being renamed as Keonjhar College. 

In 1983, the Keonjhar College was further re-named as  Dharani Dhar. 

College. In the year 2004, the College  got status of autonomous College.  

Sanskrit College (Government)  

Only one Government Sanskrit college namely BN Sanskrit college at 

Tukuna is functioning in the district. 

Oriental School System 

  There are 3 training schools in Keonjhar district namely: D.I.E.T., 

Keonjhar(Govt.), Govt. E.T.E.I., Rimuli and Govt. E.T.E.I., Fakirpur for 

imparting training to teachers of elementary level and Anchalika B.Ed 

Training College, Fakirpur is for imparting training to teachers of Secondary 

level. 

  D.I.E.T., Keonjhar was established on 11.11.1989, where the number of 

students in the year 2015-16 was 98- 61 boys and 37 girls. Govt. E.T.E.I., 

Rimuli was established in the year 1972. In the year 2015-16  the strength 

was 200.  

Govt. E.T.E.I., Fakirpur was established in the year 1964. In the year 

2015-16,  200   seats are available.  

D.N.High School, Keonjhar 

                      The school was established in the year 1934 in the pre-independence 

period during the tenure of the last ruler of the Keonjhar dynasty, King 
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Balabhadra Narayan Bhanj Deo. At that time, the school was named as 

“Gibson High School”. Gibson was  the Agent of the Eastern State Agency. 

The school is a mile stone in the tribal dominated district like Keonjhar and 

has also celebrated Platinum Jubilee in the year 2009. The school has 

produced illustrious luminaries who have brought name and fame in Odisha. 

 Literary and Cultural Society 

The Milanee Sahitya Sansad, Keonjhar established in 1962 is a leading 

literary and cultural organisation in the district. Promotion of literary and 

cultural activities in the tribal district of Keonjhar is its chief objective. The 

sansad organises literary meetings and symposia and other entertainment 

programmes at regular intervals. It also celebrates the birth day of prominent 

poets and writers and felicitates distinguished poets, writers and other 

persons of eminence by organising special functions.  It receives financial 

aid from the Government of Odisha. At present, the organisation has 88 (67 

male and 21 female) members. 

 Some other leading literary organisations are as follows :- 

Sahitya-Anusthans of Keonjhar 

1. Milani Sahitya Sansad, Keonjhar 

2. Kendujhar Sahitya Sansad, Keonjhar 

3. Yuva Sahitya Sansad, Keonjhar 

4. Sanskrutiki Sahitya Sansad, Keonjhar 

5. Jeevan Sahitya Mancha, Keonjhar 

6. Zilla Stariya Shishu Sahitya Sansad, Keonjhar 

7. Chinta O Chetana, Keonjhar 

8. Kendujhar Sahitya Sanskruti Kala Pratisthan, Keonjhar 

9. Sabujima Sahitya Sansad, Ghasipura 

10. Baula Sahitya Sansad, Hatadihi 

11. Upanta Sahitya Sansad, Kiriburu 

12. Shubhasri Sahitya Sansad, Turumunga 

13. Santheibhanja Sahitya Sansad,Palasanga 

14. Tarini Sahitya Sansad, Ghatagaon 

15. Kushaleswar Sahitya Sansad, Deogaon 

16. Aneswa Sahitya Sansad, Sainkulal 

17. Sanjibani Sahitya Sansad, Bhanda 

18. Pragyanshree Sankrutiki Parishad, Anandapur  

19. Fakirpur Sahitya Sansad,Fakirpur 

20. Anandapur Sahitya Sansad, Anandapur  

21. Nishi Pradeep Sahitya Sansad,Sainkula 

22. Shephali Sahitya Sansad,Hatadihi 

23. Lekhaka Samabaya Samiti, Anandapur 
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With the spread of education, there is a growing need for libraries both 

in the urban and rural areas. Most of the educational institutions have  their 

libraries however small they might be. Now libraries have sprung up at 

different places in the district through private or public enterprise. A list of 

some of the important libraries in the district which are getting financial 

assistance/ book assistance from the Government is given in the following 

table :- 

Sl. 

No.  

Name of the 

Library 

Year of 

Establishment 

No. of 

Books 

in the 

library 

Daily 

average 

attendan

ce in the 

library 

Remarks 

1 Information 

Centre & Reading 

Room, Keonjhar  

1957 13754 45 Managed by the Information and 

Public Relations Department, 

Govt. of Odisha.  

 

2 Information 

Centre & Reading 

Room, Champua 

 3165 35 Managed by the Information and 

Public Relations Department, 

Govt. of Odisha 

3 Information 

Centre & Reading 

Room  Anandapur  

1990 2495 42 Managed by the Information and 

Public Relations Department, 

Govt. of Odisha 

4 Information 

Centre & Reading 

Room Ghatagaon 

1997 1580 - Managed by the Information and 

Public Relations Department, 

Govt. of Odisha. Functioning in a 

room of Ghatagaon  Block Office 

premises. 

5 District 

ibrary,Keonjhar 

(Culture Deptt.) 

1977 12699 38 Managed by the  Deptt. of 

Tourism &Culture (Culture) Govt. 

of Odisha 

6 Manoj Manjari 

Shishu Bhawan, 

Keonjhar 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

7 N.A.C. Library 

Joda 

1974   Managed by the  NAC, Joda  

8 Tartara Club, 

Anandapur 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

9 Shree Gopal Jee 

Pathagar, 

Keonjhar 

1943   Managed by the  Private Body 

10 Friends Club, 

Kantarohi,Tarimul 

Ghasipura 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

11 Mahalaxmi Youth 

Club, Bansapal 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

12 Sarba Bharatiya 

Odia Samaj, 

Champua 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

13 Dhakotha Yubak 

Sangha, 

Dhakotha 

 

   Managed by the  Private Body 
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14 Anchalika Vikash 

Samiti, 

Dhangadadiha, 

Ghatagaon  

   Managed by the  Private Body 

15 VARASA, 

Bhagamunda 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

16 Anchalika 

Saraswati Youth 

Parishad, 

Nishakha, 

Hatadihi 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

17 Handicapped and 

Environment 

Development 

Agency, 

Jhumpura 

 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

18 Anchalika 

Janakalyan 

Association, 

Bamebari 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

19 Swampatna Club, 

Swampatna 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

20 Saharpada Yubak 

Sangha, 

Saharpada 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

21 Voluntary 

Organisation for 

Rural 

Improvement, 

Telkoi 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

22 The welfare, 

Pandua 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

23 Ambikeswari 

Yubak Sangha, 

Tentulinanda 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

24 Anchalika 

Janakalyan 

Association, 

Barbil 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

25 Association for 

Women & Tribal 

Development 

Services, 

Khaliamenta 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

26 Evergreen Club, 

Chemna 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

27 Jaya Kalika Club, 

Bali 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

28 Jayashree United 

Club, Dhaudidiha, 

Balarampur 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

29 Cosmopolitan 

Club, Madanpur 

   Managed by the  Private Body 
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30 SWORUP, 

Tambahara, 

Keonjhar 

2000   Managed by the  Private Body 

31 Kalyan, 

Ghasipura 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

32 Sabuja Sena 

Yubak Sangha, 

Basudevpur, 

Maidankel 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

33 Netaji Yubak 

Sangha, Sendkap 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

34 Falsakani Mahila 

Samiti, 

Rammandir 

Colony, Keonjhar 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

35 Pragati 

Club,Sarala, 

Daanr 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

36 SARP, Denkikote    Managed by the  Private Body 

37 URDO, Machhalo     Managed by the  Private Body 

38 Ashraya, Jajanga    Managed by the  Private Body 

39 ASSA, Sailong    Managed by the  Private Body 

40 WOSCA, 

Keonjhar 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

41 DISHA, Machhalo    Managed by the  Private Body 

42 Radhamadhav 

Pathagar, Niundi 

   Managed by the  Private Body 

43 Swarnaprava 

Pathagar, 

Keonjhar 

1941   Managed by the  Private Body 

44 Shikshya Bistar 

pathagar, 

Keonjhar 

1960   Managed by the  Private Body 

45 Central Library-

cum Reading 

Room, Joda 

1976   Managed by Ministry of Labour 

Deptt., Govt. of India through 

Welfare Commissioner 

46 National Library 

Barbil 

1977   Managed by the  Private Body 

47 Kushaleswar 

social 

Organisation 

Club, Deogan 

1950   Managed by the  Private Body 

48 Baitarani Sports 

Club Library, 

Ghasipura 

1977   Managed by the  Private Body 

Eminent Poets and Writers of the District 

 The area comprising the present district of Keonjhar has a long political 

and cultural history. Podasingidi in Anandapur Sub-Division had been an 

important center of Jainism in the 8th century A.D. The remains of several 

Jain monuments lie scattered in the Boula Mountain range of Keonjhar 

where an ancient Jain temple called Jogi Chhata  still exists. The rock 

painting of Sitabinj in Ghatagaon Police Station ascribed to the 4th century 
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A.D. bears ample testimony to the development of art and culture in the area 

in the remote past. 

 Literary contribution of this area in the past  is not negligible, though 

adequate information in this regard still remains unexplored.  Six books, 

namely “Bhakta Vinod”, ” Boula Charita” and Ramagatha(17th century), 

“Avsa  Sastra, and Ambika Vilasa” (18th Century)  and “Rasamuktavali”(19th 

century) were published in 1939 and 1940 under the caption “Kendujhar 

Granthamala” by Balabhadranarayan Bhanja, the then ruling chief of the 

Keonjhar ex-State. 

 The Bhanja kings of Keonjhar were great patrons of literature. Raja 

Govinda Bhanja in the early part of the 17th century, wrote the Kavyas 

“Bhakta Vinoda”, Baula Charita, Ramagatha, and Charana Sudhanidhi of 

which the former three books had been published as mentioned earlier. 

Recently Charana Sudhanidhi or “Shricharana Sudhanidhi” has also been 

edited and published. 

 Maharaja Jagateswar Narayan Bhanja’s (1758-62) “Avsa Sastra” 

(published in Keonjhar Granthamala) is a treatise on veterinary science in 

Sanskrit. It is an elaborate commentary on the text “Salihotra Sastra” (a text 

on the characteristics and treatment of horses) written by Bhavasen of 

Kanchi. A drama bearing the name Bhanjamahodayam was written by one 

Nilakantha Mishra of Keonjhar in the last quarter of the 18th century. It is an 

important work as the history of the Bhanja kings of Keonjhar is narrated by 

the hero Ananga Kalebara of the drama by way of conversation with his 

beloved Priyamvada. It  also throws light on the political condition of the 18th 

century and geography of different small estates of that time. During the 

region of Balabhadra Bhanja, (18th century) of Keonjhar the famous poet and 

writer Brajanatha Badajena of Dhenkanal wrote his Kavya “Ambika Vilasa” 

under his patronage. 

 Janardan Bhanja (1797-1832) was the author of “Smrityarnava” ( a 

treatise on smriti) and Lila Lata (a poem). Maharaja Gadadharanarayan 

Bhanja (1839-61) was a scholar of repute. His famous works are 

“Rasamuktavali” (published in Keonjhar Granthamala) and “Lavyana 

Rasamrita Lahari”. 

 Among other poets and writers of the district mention may be made of 

Kabichandra Badapanda, Basudev Mishra, Paramanda Mishra, Narottam 

Pattnaik, Prana Bhallava Pattnaik, Radhakishore Dhal, Kshetra Mohan 

Mishra (Kendujhar Itihas, Kendujhar Bhugola), Jaya Krishna Padhi, 

Benudhar Rout (Pingalara Surya) Gangadhar Bal (Gitinatya Alochana), 

Babaji Padhi (Banabasini, Sangeeta Rasa Lahari), Dr. Sarat Chandra 

Pradhan (Nayee O Machha, Maa Sruti Kavya dhara, Kavi Manasa, 

Hansasarasa,Paschyatya Shiksyara Sanskrutika Itihasa), Keshav Chandra 
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Nayak, Narayan Chandra Sadangi, Nava Kishore Mahanta (Sachitra Biplivi 

Dharani, Kishori Bilasha Champu), Shatrugna Mohanty (Manara Guhari, 

Kimbadanti Bahula Kendujhar, Nataka- Biplavi Dharani, Shabara guhari),  

Bidyadhar Routray (Akula Nibedana, Gocharana, Anasuya), Kailash Sinha 

(Ashrulipi, Khandadhar) and Benudhar Pattnaik, (Panchupalli  Nataka 

Dharanidhara) 

List of other Eminent Poets and Writers are as under:- 

1. Rani Manoj Manjari (Sita, Sabitri, Harischandra) 

2. Brundabati Mohanty ( Jalanjali) 

3. Ramchandra Mahakula,Champua(Chhinhamasta) 

4. Krushna Prasad Sahoo ( Aneka Bratara Katha) 

5. Rangadhar  Kar, Keonjhar (Puspa Malya) 

6. Suka Dash ( Manjusa) 

7. Laxman Giri (Pashupata) 

8. Bhagaban Mishra (Kaliya Dalana) 

9. Gangadhar Satpathy ( Bhargabi, Govinda Madhuri) 

10. Bhagaban Dash, Anandapur( Suna Harini, Ashirbada, Puja Fula, 

Mana Devata) 

11. Pandit Madanmohan Mishra, Keonjhar(Kalabatarana, Rasahansi, 

Manipadma, Padma Pathika, Aranya Hunkara, Agneya Sabuja) 

12. Ramesh Chandra Chakrabarty, Mandua, Keonjhar(Samayar aiinare 

Kendujhar, Kendujharar Devadevi, Kendujharara Bada Thakura) 

13. Dr. Ramachandra Behera, Barahatipira (Gopapura, Achinha Pruthivi, 

Fata Kanthara Gachha, Abashista Ayusha, Asthayee Thikana, 

Dwitiya Smashana, Abhinaya Paridhi)  

14. Niranjan Barik, Naranpur(Kendujhar Itihasa) 

15. Fakir Charan Rout, Naranpur(Jeevan Yatra, Swapna Taranga, 

Pratichhabi, Akashar Aakhi, Chhayapatha, Bata Aabata) 

16. Dibakar Sahoo, Keonjhar (Andha Taranga) 

17. Arjun Prasad Nanda, Keonjhar (Ajhata Kuni, Thaka Galare Tho) 

18. Harihar Nanda, Keonjhar (Ajira Kavita, Kavita Tumari pai 

19. Maninath Aruk, Keonjhar (Lila Sagara) 

20. Gadadhar Diwedi, Keonjhar(Kalyana Kalolini, Amara Chandrika, 

Trikala Kalyani, Debarchita) 

21. Bipin Bihari Das, Khaparakhai (Bhanja Bhumi Kendujhari) 

22. Suresh Parida, Anandapur (Kanhu,Rajajema O Chitrakara, Aranyara 

Padashabda) 

23. Harihar Rath, Keonjhar (Uttara Bindu, Gabhira Damaya) 

24. Bharat Chandra Dash, Tukuna (Ambika Bilasa Srusti Samikshya, 

Garba Ganjan, Daibi Krupas, Devi Krupa, Smayara Swara, Mahaskti 

Kavya, Swarna Chula, Bhinna Iswar) 

25. Ashok Puhan, Ghasipura (Janani, Nija Loka, Dampatya, Bhitare 

Bhahare, Tu Thile Janha Sundara) 
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26. Dr. Ramachandra Nayak,Atasahi,  Anandapur  

27. Debashish Chakrabarty, Mandua, Keonjhar( Rudraraga, Spardhita 

Swakshyara, High Power Doze, Benta Niramisha, Chhuan, Jete 

Mathibu Matha, Kendujhar Parichiti) 

28. Dr. Bimbadhar Behera, Keonjhar (Janha Hajigala Kanjipanire, 

Kuajharan, Shalandire Sanja, Odia Upanyasare Bhuyan sampradaya 

O Raja Paribara) 

29. Gadadhar Mishra, Badadand, Anandapur(Odia Sahityara Samajika O 

Sanskrutika Itihasa, Sahityika Bhitibhumi: Dhara O Dhaara, Kabi 

Upendra Bhanja O Lavanyabati, Saba Bada Bhai)  

30. Bidyadhar Mahanta, Tambahara, Keonjhar(Debabrata Janma, Raja 

Chandra Hasya, Jugabatara Gandhi, Lalata Likhana) 

Information on ZKSS & BKSS 

 After launching of ZKSS & BKSS Scheme in Odisha, Zilla Kala 

Zanskruti Sangha (ZKSS) at district headquarters Keonjhar & Block  Kala 

Zanskruti Sangha (BKSS)  at 13 block headquarters  have been formed in 

Keonjhar district  and registered under  Societies Registered Act.  XXI OF 

1860 in 2011  with a view to providing  a platform to support survival, revival 

and revitalisation   of traditional art and culture forms in the district in general 

& blocks in particular, to ensure long sustainable livelihood/ support for those 

who pursue the  Art forms, to generate  interest and awareness among the 

people about these art forms, to extend thematic, technical, financial and 

infrastructural   support to the member troupes by convergence between 

various Government schemes and other services, to organise training for the 

members of the troupes with a view to expanding their artistic potential, to 

carry out IEC activities under different Government schemes exclusively for 

propogation of government policies through their cultural performances. 

The following 13 forms have been identified. 

1)   Palla 2)   Kathi Kandhei Nacha (Rod Puppet Danc 3)   Daskathia 4)   

Khanjani 5)   Jhumar dance 6)   Munda dance7)   Ghodanacha 8)   Santal 

dance 9)   Kirttan 10) Chhau dance 11)  Ram Danta Nacha12) Ram Lila 

13)Changu 

256 number of  Folk art troupes comprising of 2083  artists  have been 

enrolled in 13 BKSS of Keonjhar district.  

Source: D.I &.P.R.O./D.E.O, Keonjhar 
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CHAPTER-XIII 

MEDICAL & PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 

Public Health and Medical facilities in early times 

In early times, in the absence of modern medical facilities people 

believed in a number of superstitions. They related the causes of illness or 

diseases to the wrath of god, dead ancestors, or sorcery. Various primitive 

methods like animal sacrifice and other types of offerings were  followed for 

propitiating the  deities. 

In the past, the Ayurvedic system of medicine was very popular among 

the inhabitants of the district. The mountain, “Gandhamardan” which bears 

the name of the well known mountain in the Ramayan is famous for 

medicinal herbs, is situated in this district. In the Ramayan, as the story 

goes, Laxman was fatally wounded in the battle and fell unconscious for 

several days. It was only when some medicinal plants bought by Hanuman 

(the great monkey- god) from the Gandhamardan were applied to his 

wounds that Lakshaman regained his consciousness. The importance of this 

hill in the district as a reservoir of valuable natural medicines is well known. 

But in spite of all its virtues, the Ayurvedic system of medicines has not 

been able to cope with the health  needs of the people. As a result, the 

western system of allopathic medicine has become more and more popular. 

In the ex-State of Keonjhar, the rulers showed some genuine interest in the 

improvement of public health and established some hospitals and 

dispensaries with well qualified doctors. But steps taken in this direction 

during the Durbar administration were quite inadequate to meet popular 

need 

In 1907-08, there were only three dispensaries located at Keonjhar, 

Anandapur and Champua. By 1934-35, the number increased to six, and 

later on in 1943-44, the total number of hospitals and dispensaries in the ex-

State was ten. However, after the independence of the Country, the number 

of hospitals, public health centres, dispensaries, and Maternity and Child 

Welfare centres in the district have gone up and in the eighties the figure 

was forty-seven, a spectacular increase over the pre-independence period. 

The District hospital at Keonjhar is the oldest hospital in the district. It 

came up in the year, 1917 and in subsequent years with additions and 

expansions, it became a full fledged hospital. 

Hospitals in Anandpur and Champua came up in 1922 and 1923. By 

1934-35, the number increased to six and by 1944, the number was ten 

Presently in Keonjhar district, 86  hospitals are functioning with 351 

sub- centres   catering to health services at GP level. 12  nursing homes, 17  

patho-clinics and 11  Ultra-sound clinics including 8 privately owned are 
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providing  services in the district. 136 number of regular doctors are in 

position against sanctioned posts of 218 and 72 number of pharmacists are 

in position against sanctioned 94 posts,  71 staff nurses are in position 

against sanctioned posts of 93, 19 number of LT are in position out of 

sanctioned posts of 29, 3 radiographers are in position against 7 sanctioned.  

367 regular ANM are working against the sanctioned posts of 405.52 male 

MPHS, and 60 female MPHS  are also supervising paramedical staff at each 

health sector level. Different categories of contractual staff are engaged 

against the  vacant post in the district in different health institutions 

Vital Statistics  

There was no registration system of births and deaths in the princely 

State of Keonjhar. After merger, the ex-State was constituted into a district 

and the Bengal Births and Deaths Registration Act,1873 came into force in 

the district from 1952. 

Under the provisions of the Chowkidari Amendment Act, 1892, and the 

Odisha Police Manual, the preliminary responsibility for collection of vital 

statistics statutorily devolved on the Village chowkidar. He collected 

information relating to his area in a prescribed form called hata chitka and on 

the parade days produced it at the Police Station for entry in the daily 

register of births and deaths maintained there. But in the urban areas, the 

health staff under the municipality and the notified area council were in 

charge of collecting vital statistics. The Thana Office and the Executive 

Officer of the municipality complied and reported their monthly figures to the 

District Health Officer who transmitted them to the Directorate of Health 

Services. 

The Odisha Gram Panchayat Act, 1948, which provided registration of 

births and deaths  as one of the obligatory functions of the Gram Panchayats 

proved inoperative due to certain inherent defects in it. For instance, no 

penalty against the defaulting reporters was provided in the Act and the 

services of the Village chowkidar who continued to be responsible for the 

collection of vital statistics were placed under the diararchial control of the 

police and the gram panchayat authorities. Consequent on the abolitation of 

the Chowkidari system in 1965, a new system of collection and registration 

of vital statistics was evolved with enforcement of the Odisha Gram 

Panchayat Act, 1964. But this system did not yield satisfactory result. The 

Gram Rakhi Ordinance, 1967, was then promulgated according to which the 

responsibility again fell on the Thana Officer, and the Grama Rakhi served 

as the primary reporting agency. Then the Odisha Registration of Births and 

Deaths Rules, 1970 made under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 

1969 (Act No. 18 of 1969) succeeded it on July 1, 1970. Under this new 

system, the Health officer and the Thana officer are declared as the 

registrars for the urban and the rural areas respectively. The Chief District 
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medical officer acts as the District Registrar, while the Director of Health and 

Family Welfare Services,  acts as the Chief Registrar. The responsibility to 

report on the vital occurrences within a stipulated time chiefly devolves on 

the head of the household. Nominal penal provisions have also been made 

in the rules to deal with the defaulting reporters. 

In 1969, Government launched registration system of births & deaths. 

The Programme institutionally was set-up  block wise since 1984. This 

Programme helps people to know the number of population, identification, 

legal heir etc by issuance of birth & death certificates. The vital statistics of 

last five years are given below :-         

Year Population Birth   % Death  % Infant death % 
2010 1798696 1.76 0.71 0.063 
2011 1831018 1.87 0.65 0.050 
2012 1871291 1.86 0.67 0.042 
2013 1914535 1.76 0.67 0.035 

2014 1920491 1.78 0.69 0.031 

After due registration of birth & death events, it is easy to know  the  

vital statistics. 

Online registration and issuance of  certificates has been implemented 

since January, 2015. 

Diseases Common to the District 

In the past, people suffered chiefly from malaria and abdominal 

troubles, but of late, the former is almost under control. The other common 

diseases are enteric fever, dysentery and diarrhoea, and venereal diseases. 

Leprosy is prevalent in a large number of Villages. Tubercular cases are not 

uncommon. Yaws, which was once moderately high among the tribal people, 

is now seldom found. Among the epidemics, smallpox has disappeared 

totally and cholera makes comparatively rare appearance. 

Fever 

It is a common bodily disorder under which several diseases are 

included. It generally means rise of normal body temperature. Broadly, it 

may include malaria, typhoid, influenza and black water fever. 

Malaria 

In the past the climate of the ex-State was extremely malarious and  

people suffered severely from Malaria. At present its incidence is, however, 

considerably reduced owing to the operation of the National Malaria 

Eradication Programme  

Malaria Control Programme In Keonjhar District (NVBDCP) 

The National Malaria Eradication Programme now called as National 

Vector Borne Disease Control Programme is in operation in the district for 
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control of malaria as well as other vector borne diseases like Filariasis, 

Dengue, Chikungunya and Japanese Encyphalatis etc. With the help of 

World Health Organisation PFCP (Plasmodium Falciparum Containment 

Programme) was carried out in the district till 1996. In 2006 the National 

Malaria Eradication Programme is renamed as National Vector Borne 

Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP). 

The table below indicates the surveillance activity in the district during the 

period 1980 to 2014. 

Year Total Tested Total Positive Treatment Death 

1980-1984 1145608 145410 143212 459 

1985-1990 1132510 133430 123515 409 

1991-1995 1133669 132703 121512 323 

1996-2000 1145403 133506 122411 280 

2001-2005 1163314 131528 122321 201 

2006-2010 1718726 155703 147915 126 

2011-2015 1439238 100478 99473 13 

In all 13 blocks in the district, 13 microscopic centres are functioning for 

examination of blood slides.  

Now malaria programme is streamlined by the involvement of ASHAs 

who are doing the diagnosis and treatment of the malaria patients in the 

Villages. From the year, 2010, LLIN (Long Lasting Insecticide treated Nets) 

have been distributed to the Villagers of the endemic areas. Apart from that 

LLIN is also distributed among the inmates of the Tribal residential schools 

and orphanages.  

A total of 445100  LLINs  have been distributed among the beneficiaries 

from 2010 to 2013. Similarly 118325  Mo-Mashari (For pregnant women) 

have been distributed among the beneficiaries from 2010 to 2014. 

In the decade of eighties and nineties  malaria  claimed several 

hundred lives. The figure declined  in the current century 

Dengue 

 Till 2011, the district has not reported any dengue case but in the year 

2012, the total number of dengue positive cases was 14. In 2013, the figure 

stood at 30 out of which 25 cases were reported from Hatadihi block.  

Similarly in the year, 2014, the total number of dengue cases reported was 

343 out of which around 300 cases were reported from the Anandapur sub 

division. There is no death due to Dengue. Three blocks in the Anandpur 

sub division viz. Anandpur, Hatadihi and Ghasipura are vulnerable to 

dengue. 
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Chikungunya 

Till date, there is no report of Chikungunya case in the district 

Japanese Encephalitis 

In the year 2013 the total number of positive cases for JE was 19. All 

were found from the Swam Village of Patna Block. In the year 2014, there 

was no reported case of JE.   

Filariasis 

Filaria is not a public health problem for the district. From a survey it is 

found out that  out of four thousands smears collected only 33(0.85%) 

smears found positive. 

Typhoid  

Typhoid occurs almost throughout the district.  Its incidence fluctuates. 

The disease is gradually tending to rise among the people. 

Dysentery and Diarrhoea 

Lack of drinking water facility leads the people, mostly of the aboriginal 

tribes, to use the polluted water of the tanks and pools which exposes them 

to this disease. Before the commencement of rainy season its incidence is, 

therefore, usually high. Due to improved sanitary measures in  recent years 

the diseases are gradually showing  signs of decline. 

Yaws  

This  disease  bears a close outward resemblance to syphilis. Yaws is 

distinguished from syphilis by the fact that the primary lesion is not venereal, 

the central nervous system is not affected.  It was very common among the 

more backward of the hill tribes who especially live under insanitary 

conditions.  

Tuberculosis 

                     Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP)  

 1982-1997:- National Tuberculosis Control Programme (NTCP) under 

Central TB Division (CTD) Government of India  was started in the year, 

1962. The programme was assisted by the existing staff of District 

Tuberculosis Center (DTC). The drugs were supplied by  the Central 

Government. There was no regular supply of drugs and the cure rate was 

less than 30% (All over India). 

 In November, 1997 RNTCP was launched in Keonjhar district including 

the  two other districts of Mayurbhanj and Sundargarh and the funding was 

done by DANIDA.  But since 2006, the programme RNTCP under Central TB 

Division (CTD) is being funded  by GFATM. 
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 There are 11 TUs (Tubercular Units) in the district out of which 8 TUs 

are now functioning. These are block level TUs. Another 3 new TUs will soon 

function.  There are 33 Designated Microscopy Centres (DMC) functioning in 

the district.  

PMDT programme was started in the district from the year 2012 for 

MDR (Multi Drugs Resistant) patients. 

       DOTS ( Directly Observe Treatment Short Course) - There are 3 

regimen in DOTS therapy linked to duration of treatment.  

  Government of India Central TB Division(CTD)  with co-operation of 

State TB Cell  plan  for establishment of CB-NAAT (Cartridge based nucleic 

acid amplification testing) machine  for immediate diagnosis within 2 to 3 

hours. Following figures will indicate TB  eradication programme:-  

Total Number of Patients’ Sputum examination 
from 2010-15  – 59,019, 
Number of Patients put on DOTS from 2010-15 – 16,305, 
Number of cured patients of from 2010-15   -  14,520,  
Number of Sputum samples of MDR-TB suspected case sent to IRL 
from 2012-15-  425, 
Total MDR patients diagnosed-  21, 
Cure of MDR-TB patient  -  01 

Achievements / Outcomes 

i.   As per Government of India, case detection rate norm is 161/lakh 

population. but in Keonjhar district for the year 2010  it was 173.4, 

2011, it was 167.6, 2012, it was 178.2, 2013, it was 159.2, 2014, it 

was 154.2  per one lakh population.  

  ii. As per Government of India, the cure rate norm is 85% but in 

Keonjhar district for the year 2010 it was 82.4%, 2011, 80.2%, 2012, 

85.2%, 2013, 82.1%, 2014,80.1%. 

Public Health 

The public health system  comprises a set of state-owned health care 

facilities funded and controlled by the Government of India and State 

Government The Governmental machinery which controls the Central 

Government interests in these institutions is the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare. Governmental spending on health care in Odisha is exclusively in 

this system; hence most of the treatments in these Institutions are either fully 

or partially subsidized.  Public Health system in Keonjhar has been 

developed in early nineties with the help of Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare and Government of Odisha. The programmes like IDSP, NLEP, 

NPCB, Mental Health, Vital Statistics, Food Safety, NCD & AIDS running 

under the Public Health Department are funded by both of Centre & State. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Health_and_Family_Welfare_(India)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Health_and_Family_Welfare_(India)
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The Department has  grown up from its institutional mechanism at district 

level  going down to block level  

IDSP: Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme in Keonjhar 

Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) was launched with 

World Bank assistance in November, 2005 in  Odisha to detect and respond 

to disease outbreaks quickly. The project development objective is to 

improve the information available to the government health services, NGO 

sector, medical colleges and private health care providers on a set of high-

priority diseases and risk factors, with a view to improving the on-the-ground 

responses to such diseases and risk factors. Specifically, the project aims to 

establish a decentralized state based system of surveillance for 

communicable and non-communicable diseases. It was started in Keonjhar 

in 2006   District surveillance committee/Unit has been established for 

regular running of the program at the district level and formation of 

comprehensive guidelines to combat  epidemics. District Rapid response 

team and Block Rapid response team have also been established.  

Food Safety 

“Food” means any articles used for human consumption other than 

drugs.  

Food safety  bill  passed in September 1954 in  Parliament  came in to 

force on 1st June, 1955 named as “The Prevention of Food Adultaration Act, 

1954” (PF Act). It was introduced in Odisha in 1959  as “Prevention of Food 

Adulteration Rule, 1959”. 

   Then came The Food Safety and Standard Act 2006” (FSS Act). It 

was introduced in Odisha in 2012.  

 During last five years food, licenses were issued  under PF Act & FSS 

Act. 

(i) During the year 2010-2012, total 92 licenses were issued  under PF 

Act. After that 506 licenses were issued  under FSS Act & total revenue 

collection was Rs. 8,70,820/- 

(ii) Awareness has been created among the people about the hygiene of 

food. Regular checking has been done on food vendors. Food samples have 

been collected & sent to the Laboratory for analysis. 

HIV/AIDS status of Keonjhar district vis-à-vis State 

National HIV/AIDS Control Programme was operational in the State of 

Odisha since 1992. The first phase of National AIDS Control Programme 

from 1992-97 was directly implemented through Directorate of Health 

Services, Odisha. Since 1997 till 2004, it was being implemented through 

State AIDS Cell (SAC). In July, 2004, Odisha State AIDS Control Society 
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(OSACS) was registered under Society Registration Act of 1860. NACP-I 

was from 1994-99, NACP-II was from 1999-2006, NACP-III was from 2006-

2012 and NACP –IV is in place from 2012-2017 with the objectives of 1) 

Reduce new infections by 50% (2007 Baseline of NACP-III) 2) 

Comprehensive care, support and treatment to all persons living with 

HIV/AIDS.  

Odisha is a low prevalent highly vulnerable state for HIV. In Odisha 

37,872 clients have been detected HIV positive in different Integrated 

Counseling & Testing Centers (ICTC) as on March 2016. Out of these 

detected cases 23,281 are male and 14,591 are female.  2470 have been 

detected in the ICTC when who less than 14 years, among them 1372 were 

male and 1098 were female. The reported number of deaths is 1484. Out of 

the total detections 78% are within the age group of 25 to 49 years and 88% 

of infection is through sexual route as per the Clients’ information.   

HIV Prevalence in Odisha 

In India HIV Sentinel Surveillance (HSS) is going on since 1998 to 

understand the trend and level of HIV epdemic among the general 

population, HRG (FSW, MSM, IDU, TG) and bridge population (Truckers, 

Migrants), to understand the geographical spread of HIV infection and to 

identify emerging pockets; to estimate HIV prevalence and burden in the 

country. 

In the HSS round 2014-15 for pregnant women in India the Antenatal 

Clinic Attendees (ANC) HSS prevalence is 0.35, in Odisha it is 0.24. It shows 

a declining trend in Odisha.  

District Categorisation 

Districts were categorised for HIV according to 2006 NSS data which is 

being used till date. It will be again categorised during 2016-17. During 2006, 

there were 4 A category districts, 3 B category districts, 18 C and 5 D 

category districts were there. 

Facilities in Odisha State 

To control HIV in the State, there are 226 Stand alone ICTCs, 66 

Facility integrated ICTCs to test Clients for HIV. There are 54 Targeted 

Intervention projects for intervention of HRG and Bridge population. There 

are 82 blood banks in Odisha among them 58 are NACO supported blood 

banks to meet the blood requirement. There are 15 ART centers and 19 link 

ART centers for treatment of HIV positives. There are 40 Designated STI 

RTI Clinics (DSRC) in Odisha to treat the STI Cases. 

Mid-year Population of Keonjhar district may be 19,31,197 during  

2016-17 with a crude birth rate of 20.5 according to Census, 2011. In this 
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district there are a lot of mines and in-migrants in the district. The district has 

been categorised as “C” category district according to HSS, 2006. As per 

HIV Sentinel Surveillance 2014-15, Keonjhar district shows a prevalence of 

0.00 among pregnant women which represents the general population. 

Keonjhar district shows a steady trend over the years since 2006 to 2014-15.  

In the district, the HIV detection is 353 as on March, 2016. Among the 

total, 337 are general clients and 16 pregnant women have been found 

positive. During the financial year, 2015-16, there were Counselling of 

11,054 general clients and 6702 pregnant women. Out of testing of 8781 

general clients and 6492 pregnant women, 38 general clients and 2 

pregnant women found positive. There is a death of 6 clients till March, 

2016.  

In the Keonjhar district there are different facilities available in 7 Stand 

alone ICTC, 5 FICTC in totaling to 12 ICTCs for testing of HIV. There are 

Targeted Intervention Projects going to intervene the high risk and bridge 

population and there are 2 composite TIs to intervene 950 FSW and MSM 

population. For safe blood collection and transfusion, there are 3 NACO 

supported and 1 private blood banks are there. There is 1 Designated STI 

RTI Centre for treatment of STI in the District Headquarter Hospital. There is 

one Link ARTcenter situated in the District Headquarter Hospital for 

treatment of People living with HIV AIDS.  

Link ART Centre 

Total 111152 number of cases/persons were counselled and 77533 

number of beneficiaries have undergone HIV testing  out of which 381 cases 

were found positive   during the period 2006 to 2015. 

(Source : Odisha State AIDS Control Society)  

District Mental Health Programme (DMHP), Keonjhar 

As per  Government of India 10th Plan 123 districts were selected for  

implementing  Mental Health Programme to provide treatment of mentally ill 

patients. In Odisha 12  districts including Keonjhar were selected for DMHP.  

Diseases  like Depression, Epilepsy, Schezophhrenia, Neurosis, Mental 

Retardation, Dementia, Bipolar Disorder etc  are treated and  till 2015, 9306  

patients have been provided with mental health services. 

Total 154 disability certificates were issued to the Mental Retardation 

and Mental Illness patients from 2009 till 2015. 

National Programme for Control of Blindness (NPCB) 

The NPCB was launched in the year 1976 with an objective to bring 

down the prevalence of blindness to 0.8%. The DBCS was launched in the 
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year 1994 – 95. The main objective is to achieve maximum reduction in 

avoidable blindness in the district through optimal initialization of resources 

in the district. NGOs like JPM Rotary Eye Hospital, Cuttack, Mahatma 

Gandhi Eye Hospital, Mayurbhanj, TATA Steel Rural Development Society, 

Joda and Kalinga Eye Hospital, Dhenkanal, Bhoomika Eye Hospital & 

Research Center, Jajpur, Bhoomika Eye Hospital & Research Center, 

Bhadrak are organizing Eye screening camps in different places at block 

level and conducting operation in their hospitals. The programme is being 

implemented through District Blindness Control Society, Keonjhar. 

It is also enhancing community awareness on eye care and laying stress 

on preventive measures. 

With participation of voluntary organizations/private practitioners in eye 

care 3753,3859,3178,3079,3324,2077 and 5327 beneficiaries were given 

free cataract surgery from the year 2008-09 to 2014-15 respectively. 

Alternate  Health Care System-  Homeopathic, Ayurvedic & other 

modes of Public and Private health care.           

Ayurvedic System Of Health Services In Keonjhar  District 

The Ayurvedic system of medicine has made  significant progress 

under the patronage of the State Government. A separate Directorate was 

started  called Directorate of Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy. At district 

level an Inspector of Ayurveda central circle, Keonjhar   was posted in1975  

        After a move for mainstreaming the indigenous system of medicines at 

Central Government level at New Delhi  in recent past,  the whole alternative 

systems are combined in one name and banner as AYUSH(A-Ayurveda, Y-

Yoga & Natureopathy, U- Unani, S- Siddha,  H- Homoeopathy ) and a new 

department has started functioning as Department of AYUSH. In Odisha  the 

Director of Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy  has been designated as 

Director of AYUSH.  

          In  1985 there were as many as 25 Ayurvedic dispensaries in the 

district. During  the period  between 1985 to 2015 another 23 have come up 

providing health care services through Ayurvedic system to near about 2.6 

lakhs of patients in remort areas of Keonjhar district annually 

Homeopathic  System of Health Services in Keonjhar  District 

  The Homoeopathic system of medicine has made a significant progress 

under the patronage of the State Government. For the development and 

better functioning of the system, a separate Directorate has created in the 

name of Directorate of Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy, Odisha at 

Bhubaneswar with  Director as the Chief. Similarly for the better supervision 

of Dispensaries and to supply the required medicines etc., a District level 
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controlling unit started in the name of District Homoeopathy Medical Office at  

Keonjhar Town on dt.10.04.2015 and since then it is functioning 

successfully.  

For main streaming the Homoeopathy system of medicines, at Central 

Government level in recent past, the whole alternative systems are 

combined in one name and under one banner as AYUSH (A-Ayurveda, Y-

Yoga & Naturepathy, U- Unani, S- Siddha,  H- Homoeopathy) and a new 

Department has started functioning as Department of AYUSH  in Odisha 

under which the Directorate of Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy  renamed 

as Director of AYUSH functioning. After launching of National AYUSH 

Mission in our state, the Director of AYUSH is now acting as Mission 

Director. A good number of schemes and proposals are being implemented 

for the over-all health care of the general public.  

The  District Homoeopathic Medical Officer is head of the district office. 

The posts of  ministerial staff  have are yet to be created by the  Government 

of Odisha.  Only one Sr. clerk is working in the office of District Ayurveda 

Medical Officer, Keonjhar on deputation basis for 2 days in a week to 

manage the office work.  

The staffing pattern of each Government Homoeopathic Dispensary is 

one Homoeopathic Medical Officer, one Homoeopathic Assistant and one 

Attendant and a part  time Sweeper-cum-Night Watcher. 

There are 34 Government Homoeopathic Dispensaries running in 

Keonjhar district, in which  11 HMOs are performing their duties and 2 HMOs 

of this establishment are deployed as  teaching staff in Homoeopathic 

College at Bhubaneswar and Rourkela. Now post of 21 HMOs are laying 

vacant. Out of 34 Homoeopathic Assistant posts,  7 Homo. Asst. posts have 

been filled up and  27 posts are laying vacant. Attendant/Part Time sweeper 

posts are filled up in all dispensaries except  one which is lying vacant.  

In  1985, there were as many as 15 Homoeopathic Dispensaries in the 

district located at Patilo, Batto, Toranipokhori, Samantarapur, Keonjhargarh, 

Mahadeijoda, Maidankel, Haldharpur, Raigada, Karadangi, Sadangi, 

Kadagadia, Remuli, Tentulinanda and Kendua.                       

During  the period in between 1985 and 1995, further 19 numbers of 

Homoeopathic Dispensaries at  Akul, Dimiria, Daradipal, Dhenka, 

Gadabandhagoda, Golabandha, Jalasuan, Kriburbasecamp,Kapundi, 

Kantiapada, Ramachandrapur, Sunapentha, Nahabeda, Tarimul, 

Tangarpada, Bodapalasa, Tangiriapal, Uchabali and Khuntapada, are 

established in the district of Keonjhar providing health care services through 

Homoeopathic System to patients of remote areas of Keonjhar district. 
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   The Homoeopathy medicines that are necessary for the Dispensaries 

are procured from various firms of India as well as Dr. Avin Chandra 

Homoeopathic Pharmacy, Bhubaneswar  by Director of AYUSH and 

supplied through District Homoeopathic Medical officer, Keonjhar to all 

Dispensaries of the District. 

Source: District Homoeopathy Medical Officer, Keonjhar   

Vaccination Programme 

Immunization  

 Universal Immunization Programme is a  vaccination programme be 

launched by the Government of India in 1985. It became a part of Child 

Survival and Safe Motherhood Programme in 1992 and is currently one of 

the key areas under National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) since 2005. The 

program consists of vaccination for seven diseases like Tuberculosis, 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis  (whooping cough),  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  

Measles and Hepatitis-B. The coverage of full immunization within one year 

was 91 % for the year 2014-15 as per HMIS Report. 

 In October,2015, a new vaccine “Pentavalent” was introduced in 

Keonjhar district which replaces the two vaccines like DPT & Hepatitis B. It 

protects against the Haemophilus Influenza type b  (Hib) bacteria which 

commonly causes meningitis & pneumonia alongwith diphtheria,  pertussis  

(whooping cough),  tetanus and Hepatitis B.   

Vaccine & logistics are distributed to the Block Vaccine Store through 

Vaccine Van on monthly basis with proper cold chain mainteanance. Total 

67 number of Cold Chain Points have been functioning in Keonjhar  to 

maintain the safe vaccine temperature (20C to 80C).   

World Health  Organisation has passed a resolution for polio 

eradication in 1988. Intensified Pulse Polio Immunization programme was 

launched in India in 1995. Children in the age group of 0-5 years are 

administered polio drops during National and Sub national immunization 

rounds (in high risk areas) every year. About 172 million children are 

immunized during each National Immunization Day (NID).   In 2014 World 

Health Organization (WHO) certified that India is a Polio free country. Still 

IPPI programme is continuing in India  due to prevailance of wild poilo virus  

in neighbouring countries i.e. Pakistan, Afaganistan.    

Maternity and Child Mortality and Health Care 

Zilla Swasthya Samiti (ZSS), Keonjhar 

NRHM launched on 12th April, 2005 throughout the country with special 

focus on 18 States which have weak public health indicators included 

Keonjhar district in 2005-06 and  in second phase from 2012 – 2017. The 

NHM has been implemented in Keonjhar  under the umbrella of ZSS, 
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Keonjhar since 2005-06. The goal of the NHM is, reduction of IMR  & 

MMR,universal access to Public Health services,community health actions, 

population stabilization, gender and demographic balance,mainstreaming 

AYUSH,prevention & control of disease. 

National Urban Health Mission (NUHM) 

The Union Government had taken decision for implementation of 

NUHM on 1st May 2013. NUHM is considered as a Sub-Mission of over-

arching NHM and NRHM. In Keonjhar district the NUHM programme is being 

implemented in two municipalities i.e. Keonjhargarh & Barbil from 2014-15. It 

is operational under the umbrella of NHM. 65 Mahila Arogya Samitis (MAS), 

14 Urban ASHAs out of 21,  and 2 RKS are operational in the above two 

municipalities of Keonjhar district. 

Different Programmes Under National Health Mission( NHM) 

Maa Gruha 

 The  Maa Gruha aims  at promoting  institutional births and reducing 

the high maternal and child mortality rates in rural and poor zones.  It is a 

temporary home for expectant mothers where they can wait for safe 

institutional delivery.  

Nutrition Rehabilitation Centre (NRC) 

In Keonjhar district 2 NRCs are functioning since 2012-13 one at DHH 

Keonjhar & the other at SDH Champua. Nutrition Rehabilitation Centre is a 

health unit where children with Severe Acute Malnutrition(SAM) are admitted 

& managed. Children are admitted as per the defined admission criteria & 

provided with medical, nutritional & therapeutic care. Once discharged from 

the NRC, the child continues to be in the Nutritional Rehabilitation program 

till she/he attains the defined discharge criteria from the program. In the year 

2014-15   313  (169 at NRC DHH Keonjhar & 144 at SDH Champua)of NRC 

beneficiaries were admitted & received treatment as per NRC guidelines  

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram(RBSK)     

Child health screening and early intervention services 

The RBSK(Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram) was implemented in 

Keonjhar district  in 2013-14. It is an initiative to  improve child survival & 

quality of life. It is a systemic approach to early identification of 4Ds: Defects 

at birth, Diseases, Deficiencies and Developmental delays including 

Disabilities  in children  upto 18 years of age. Existing School health 

programme under NHM is now expanded to include comprehensive 

screening for all children. In Keonjhar district 36  dedicated  Mobile Health 

Teams (MHT) are engaged. In 2014-15 352590 children were screened out 

of which 40% were provided referral healkth care.  
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Emergency Medical  Ambulance Services (108 & 102 Ambulance) 

18 numbers of 108 Ambulance are operational in Keonjhar district from 

2013  providing free emergency referral health services under National 

Ambulance Service. 21 number of 102 Ambulances are operational in 

Keonjhar  replacing Janani Express. 

Accredited Social Health Activist(ASHA) 

In implementing NRHM initiatives, the sub-centre is the peripheral level 

of contact with the community under the public health infrastructure. It caters 

to a large population of 5000. The ANM is over-worked, which impacts upon 

outreach services in rural areas. One of the key components of the National 

Rural Health Mission to complement the work of ANM is to provide every 

Village in the country with a trained female community health activist ASHA 

or Accredited Social Health Activist. Selected from the Village itself and 

accountable to it, the ASHA will be trained to work as an interface between 

the community and the public health system,. She is a volunteer who acts as 

a bridge between the community and the available health care system.  

2018 numbers of rural  ASHAs are providing services to the community 

in the district till date and 14 numbers of urban ASHA are working under 

NUHM to cater to health services in the urban area. 

Special Newborn Care Unit (SNCU) 

  A twelve beded SNCU has been established in the district head 

quarters hospital in 2013 to provide special care for new born except 

assisted ventilations and major surgeries. The SNCU at the district hospital 

of Keonjhar provides the following services:  care at birth, resuscitation of 

asphyxiated new borns,managing sick new borns (except those requiring 

mechanical ventilation and major surgical interventions),kangaroo mother 

care,  post natal care, follow-up of high risk new borns, referral services and 

immunization services. The said SNCU will be upgraded to 24 bedded  in 

2015-16 

New Born Care Corners (NBCC) 

NBCC is a space within the delivery room where immediate care is 

provided to all newborns. The  area is mandatory for all health facilities 

where deliveries take place. There are 34 number of functional NBCCs and 

3 number of Newborn Stabilization Units(NBSU)  in the district, one each in 

CHC Ghatgaon, SDH Anandapur and Champua 

Maternal Health 

Maternal Health refers to the health of women during pregnancy, child 

birth, and the postpartum period. It encompasses the health care dimensions 

of preconception, prenatal, and postnatal care in order to reduce maternal 
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morbidity and mortality. Directorate of Family Welfare is involved in 

coordinating, monitoring & supervising all the health agencies  in the state 

providing maternal health for quality care to pregnant mothers, promotion of 

safe delivery  and post partum care. In addition, DFW is also involved in 

implementation of maternal health schemes like: 

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) 

It is a safe motherhood intervention under the National Health Mission 

(NHM) being implemented with the objective of reducing maternal and infant 

mortality by promoting institutional delivery among the poor  pregnant 

women. It integrates cash assistance to pregnant women belonging to SC, 

ST and BPL  category for delivery and post-delivery care. The accredited 

social health activist (ASHA) is being identified  as an effective link between 

the Government and the pregnant women to facilitate in implementation of 

this programme.  Under JSY scheme Rs. 1400/- to the rural beneficiaries 

Rs.1000/- to the urban beneficiaries for institutional delivery and also 

Rs.500/- to the beneficiaries for home delivery are given. 

Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK) 

Under this scheme, free and cashless service is provided to all 

pregnant women irrespective of any  caste or economical status including 

normal deliveries and caesarean operations and to sick infants  (from birth to 

1 year of age) in all Government health institutions in both rural and urban 

areas.  JSSK supplements the cash assistance given to a pregnant woman 

under Janani Suraksha Yojana and  is aimed at mitigating the burden of out 

of pocket expenses incurred by pregnant women and sick infants.  

Delivery Points 

In order to provide the antennal, natal and post natal services to the 

beneficiaries 65 Delivery Points (DP) are functional in Keonjhar 

 Maternal & Infant Death rate of Keonjhar dist. as on 2014-15 

Indicator India Odisha Keonjhar 
IMR 40 

(SRS – 13) 
51 (SRS – 13) &  
56 (AHS – 2012-13) 

53 
(AHS – 2012-13) 

MMR 167 
(SRS – 13) 

222 (SRS -13) & 
230 (AHS – 2012-13) 

234 
(AHS – 2012-13) 

NMR 28 (SRS – 13) 37 
(SRS – 13) 

41 
(AHS – 2012-13) 

Under –  5 
Mortality 

49 (SRS – 13) 66 (SRS – 13) & 75  
(AHS – 2012-13) 

69 (AHS – 2012-13) 

Family Welfare Programme in Keonjhar District 

India was the first Country in the world to introduce a National Family 

Planning programme as early as during  the first five year plan (1951-56), to 

address the issue of high fertility and rapid population growth. Over the 
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years, the programme has been expanded to encompass maternal and child 

health, family welfare and nutrition. The services are delivered through a 

network of community health centers, primary  health centres, sub-centres & 

Village level   ASHAs in rural areas and urban welfare centres,  postpartum 

centers and hospitals in the urban areas. 

Government have adopted a National Population Policy in February, 

2000 which provides for holistic  approach for achieving population 

stabilization in the country  by 2045. The policy affirms the commitment of 

the Government towards voluntary and informed choice and consent of 

citizens while  availing of Reproductive Health Care Services   and 

continuation for the target free approach in administering Family Planning 

Services.  

The major programmes under Family Planning Programme are 

sterilisation (male & female),IUD,PPIUCD, OCP & ECP,MTP. There are 17 

designated FDS( Fixed day static) centres in the district  which perform 

sterilisation.  

Drinking water supply & Sanitation Programme under RWS&S 

Division,Keonjhar and Anandpur 

Drinking water is being supplied to the rural people through RWSS 

division Keonjhar & newly created RWS and S division Anandapur which is 

functioning since 7.10.2014. Prior to 1981 drinking water was supplied 

through 4333 number of spot sources and one  piped water supply scheme.  

Priority has been given to provide safe drinking water through spot sources 

in the Villages located in inaccessible & hilly areas of Keonjhar district. Now 

the number of spot sources as on 1.4.2015, has increased to 18128 ( 16929 

tube wells and 1199 sanitary wells) in 8771 number of  habitations which 

have been identified under RWS&S divisions, Keonjhar and Anandapur. 

Similarly  piped water supply scheme in Villages has now increased to 

331  in the district. 

During 2014-15 & 2015-16, 417 number of solar dual pumps having 

provision of stand post have also been installed  in the existing tube-wells to 

solve the drinking water problem in scarcity pockets. 

In order to provide safe drinking water to the Juanga people in hilly 

areas of Bansapal Block consisting of 6 Gram Panchayats, Baragarh, 

Bayakumutia, Gonasika, Kodipasa, Kunar & Talachampei. 35 number of 

PVTG habitations have been identified under RWS&S division,Keonjhar and 

all  35 PVTG habitations have been covered with drinking water facilities by 

installing  solar duel pumps.  

Source: EE, RWSS,Keonjhar/Anandapur 
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CHAPTER-XIV 

PUBLIC LIFE AND  CIVIL SOCIETY 

After independence, the main political  Party was the Indian  National 

Congress (INC). The other national parties were the Socialist, the Praja 

Socialist and Communist parties. The Bharatiya Jan Sangh was struggling 

to come to the national front. The INC remained mostly intact till the early 

sixties. Infact it was able to persuade the PSP to join the Congress. DMK, 

one reginal party had emerged in Tamilnadu. In Odisha, the Ganatantra 

Parishad was formed with the help and support of the erstwhile princes 

under the leadership of R.N. Singhdeo. Jana Congress was formed as 

splinter group by Dr Harekrushna Mahtab  in the later part of the sixties. 

Similarly, Utkal Congress was formed by Biju Patnaik. Swatantra party was 

floated by Rajgopalachari in mid sixties at the national level with which 

Ganatantra Parishad merged. 

The Communists split to  Communist Party of India (CPI) and 

Communist Party ( Marxist) in mid sixties 

In the sixties, Congress split at the Centre with Indira Gandhi leading  

a faction that ultimately held its sway. In the seventies after Emergency 

Janata Party came into existence with the joining together of Swatantra. 

Jansangh( christened Bharatiya Janata Party), Bharatiya Lok dal  some 

breakaway Congress groups and regional parties like Utkal Congress to 

fight Congress.  

In the  late nineties, Janata split in Odisha and formed Biju Janata Dal 

which entered into coalition with BJP which lasted till 2009  

The above was the backdrop of the various elections from 1952 to 

2014      

Trend of peoples’ participation in the election 

The representation of the district in the state and the union legislatures 

and participation of the citizens in the election to the above democratic 

authorities are being strengthened from 1952 till today. The scenarios is 

explained here under :- 

The Keonjhar district along with Jajpur Sub-Division of undivided Cuttack 

district was constituted into one double-member Parliamentary constituency 

in the first General Elections of 1952. In the second General Elections held 

in 1957, the district had one single-member Parliamentary constituency 

called Keonjhar. Since that year, the district continued as one single-member 

Parliamentary constituency. 

As regards the State Legislature, the district had one single-member 

constituency and two double-members constituencies in the first General 
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Elections held in 1952. During the second Elections held in 1957, there were 

three double-member constituencies in the District. At the time of Mid-term 

Elections of 1961, the district  had six single-member constituencies. The 

number of single- member constituencies remained the same thereafter. 

Thus, at present, the district   has six representatives in the Vidhan Sabha 

(Legislative Assembly) and one in the Lok Sabha (House of the people). The 

details of the present Parliament and Assembly constituencies are given 

below.   

Parliamentary and 
Assembly Constituencies 
Parliamentary Constituency 
Karanjia (Scheduled Tribes), 

 Kendujhar  (Scheduled Tribes) 
Champua  (Scheduled Tribes), 
Patana  (Scheduled Tribes), 
Kendujhar  (Scheduled Tribes), 
Telkoi  (Scheduled Tribes), 
Anandapur  (Scheduled Castes), 
and Ramachandrapur (General) 

*The Karanjia Assembly Constituency of Mayurbhanj district is included in 

Keonjhar Parliamentary Constituency  

Assembly Constituencies of the district that from the part of the lone 

parliamentary constituency are as under :- 

1) Champua    (Scheduled Tribe)   2) Patana  (Scheduled Tribe)   

3) Kendujhar   (Scheduled Tribe)   4) Telkoi    (Scheduled Tribe)  

5) Ramachandrapur (General)     6) Anandapur   (Scheduled Caste)  

After two hundred years of foreign rule, India achieved her Inde-

pendence on the 15th August, 1947 and the new Constitution came into 

force on January 26, 1950. Under the provisions of Article 325 and 326 of 

the Constitution, every adult Indian citizen is entitled to take part in the 

election. The people of Odisha have exercised their franchise in the 

elections, both for the Lok Sabha and the Vidhan Sabha, since our 

constitution came into force. In Odisha, the first General Elections were held 

from the 3rd to the 25th January,  1952. 

The district was divided into three constituencies for the first General 

Elections to the Vidhan Sabha. Of these, Keonjhar and Anandapur were 

double-member constituencies. The other one, i.e., Champua was a single-

member constituency. In the Keonjhar  Double member constituency one 

seat was general and the other was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. 

Similarly in Anandpur constituency, one seat was general and the other was 

reserved for the Scheduled castes. The Champua constituency was for the 

Scheduled Tribes. 



287 

In the General Elections of 1952, besides the Independent   candi-

dates, the Ganatantra Parishad, the Congress and the Socialist Party 

candidates took part in the election. 

The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by the political parties 

and the non-party (Independent) candidates in the district are given below:- 

Name of 
political parties 

No. of 
candidates set up 

No. of 
seats won 

No. Of 
valid votes polled 

1 2 3 4 
Ganatantra 4 2 29,375 
Parishad    
Congress 4 Nil 28,948 
Socialist Party 1 Nil 3,149 
Independent 6 3 80,055 
Total 15 5 141,527 

Out of 141,527 valid votes polled about 50 per cent went in favour of 

the Independent candidates indicating the strong hold of the Independents in 

the district. 

The following table gives further details of the General Elections held in 

the district in 1952 :- 

Name of 
constituen 

cies 
No.of 
seats 

No. of 
Persons 

contested 

No. of Total Total 
No. Of 
Valid 

Polled 

Percentage 
won 

of Col. 6 
to Col. 5 Party 

elec- 
tors 

No. of 
votes 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Champua 1 2 61,534 61,534 17,069 27.73 
Ganantatra 
Parishad 

Keonjhar 2 4 108,796 217,592 52,779 24.25 

Independent 
And 

Ganatantra 
Parishad 

Anandapur 2 9 111,253 222,506 71,679 32.21 

Independent 
And 

Independent 
TOTAL 5 15 281.583 501,632 141,527 28.21  

In the first General Elections to Lok Sabha, 1952, Keonjhar district 

along with Jajpur Sub-Division of  undivided Cuttack district was constituted 

into one double-member Parliamentary constituency. The Congress Party 

candidate and the Ganatantra Parishad candidate won the election. Total 

number of electors in the Parliamentary constituency was 7,29,056. 

The Second General Elections were held during the period from the 

24th February to the 14th March, 1957. 

For the purpose of this election the district was divided into three 

double-member constituencies, namely, Champua, Keonjhar and Anan-

dapur. In Champua double-member constituency, one seat was general and 

the other was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes candidates. The same set 

up was also followed in the case of Keonjhar double-member constituency. 
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In Anandapur double-member constituency, one seat was general and the 

other was reserved for the Scheduled Castes candidates. 

In 1957 General Elections, two political parties contested the elections 

besides the Independent candidates. The parties were the Congress and the 

Ganatantra Parishad. 

Number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and number of 

valid votes polled by the candidates set up by the political parties in the 

district were as follows:- 

Name of 
political parties 

No. of 
candidates 
set up 

No. of 
seats 
won 

No. of 
valid 
votes 
polled 

1 2 3 4 
Congress 6 Nill 37,907 
Ganatantra Parishad 6 5 61,705 
Independents 18 I 54,371 
Total 30 6 153,983 

The figures of valid votes polled show the popularity of the Ganatantra 

Parishad in the district 

The following table gives further details of the General Elections in the 

district in 1957. 

 
Name of Con- 

stituencies 
No. of 
seats 

No. of 
persons 

contested 

No. of 
electors 

Total 
No. of 
votes 
polled 

Total 
No.of 
valid 

Percentage 
Col. 6 

to Col. 5 

Party won 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Champua 2 8 103,695 207,390 48,536 23.40 Ganatantra 

Parishad 
and 

Ganatantra 
Parishad 

Keonjhar 2 10 87,151 174,302 39,930 22.90 Ganatantra 
Parishad 

and 
Independent 

Anandpur 2 12 104,188 208,376 65,517 29.04 Ganatantra 
Padshad and 
Ganatantra 
Parishad 

Total 6 30 295,034 590,068 153,983 26.10  

In 1957, the Keonjhar district became a single- member   Parliamentary 

Constituency, That single seat was for general candidates. One Congress 

and two independent candidates contested for the seat. The number of 

votes polled was as follows : 

Name of political parties Total number of valid votes 
 Polled 

1 2 
Congress 22, 346 
Independents 71, 046 
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In the contest, the Independent candidate won the seat by securing 

62,509 votes, i. e., 66.93 per cent of the total valid votes polled. 

The number of electors, i, e., number of voters for the elections was 

346,575 and the total number of valid votes polled in the constituency was 

93,392. The percentage of voting for the parliamentary seat was 26.95. 

The second General Elections were over by the end of March, 1957. 

The third General Elections in normal course would have been held in 

February-March, 1962. But in consequence of the promulgation of the 

President’s Rule, the State Legislative Assembly was dissolved with effect 

from the 25th February, 1961 and  Mid-term Elections were held from the 

2nd to the 8th June, 1961. 

In 1957 General Elections, Champua, Keonjhar and Anandapur were 

double-member constituencies. The double-member constituency system 

was abolished in the elections of 1961. As a result, the concerned 

constituencies were bifurcated. Thus in the Mid- term Elections the number 

of Assembly constituencies in the district was increased from three to six, 

each constituency returning one candidate. Out of six constituencies Patana, 

Keonjhar and Ramachandrapur were declared as general seats. Champua 

and Telkoi were reserved constituencies for the Scheduled Tribes. The 

remaining one, i.e., Anandapur was treated as the Scheduled Castes 

constituency for the election. 

The political parties which participated in the Mid-term elections were 

the Congress, the Ganatantra Parishad, the Communists and the Praja 

Socialist Party. Non-party or Independent candidates also contested the 

elections. 

The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political 

parties for the Vidhan Sabha were as follows:- 

Name of No. of No, of No. of 
political parties candidates seats won valid votes 
  set up Polled 
1 2 3          4 
Congress 6 2 30,101 
Ganatantra Parishad 6 4 30,709 
Communist 1 Nil 1,068 
Praja Socialist Party 2 Nil 1,964 
Independents 14 Nil 6,933 
Total 29 6 70,775 

This time also the Ganatantra Parishad claimed more votes than the 

other parties and retained its popularity in the district. The following table 

gives further details of the Mid-term Elections held in 1961. 
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Name of No. No. No. Total Per- Total  Per- Party 

Constituen of of Of votes centage valid  centage Won 

cies seats per- Electors polled of votes  Of  

  sons   Col. 5 polled Col. 7  

  conte-   to   To  

  sted   Col. 4   Col. 4  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  8 9 

Champua 1 6 48,494 11,102 22.’89 10,146 20.92 Ganatantra 

        Parishad 

Patana 1 4 56,687 16,445 29.01 15,254 26.91 Ditto 

Keonjhar 1 7 46,802 11,384 24.32 10,532 22.50 Ditto 

Telkoi 1 4 41,138 8,143 19.79 7,332  17.82 Ditto 

Ramchandrapur1 5 55,092 16,063 29.15 15,246 27.67 Congress 

Anandapur 1 3 54,150 12,846 23.72 12,265 22.65 Ditto 

Total 6    29        302,413       75,983  25.13            70,775  23.41  

The district had one single- member Parliamentary constituency, 

Keonjhar in the Lok Sabha Elections of 1962. The seat was meant  for the 

general candidates. Two political parties contested the elections. The 

number of votes polled by the candidates set up by the political parties was 

as follows:- 

Name of the political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

1 2 

Congress 36,336 

Ganatantra Parishad 26,054 

This time the Parliamentary seat went in favour of the Congress 

candidate. The party captured 58.24 per cent of the total valid votes polled in 

the Parliamentary constituency. The total number of electors was 370,650 

and the total number of valid votes polled was 62,390 in the constituency. 

In 1967, the General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly and 

the House of the people were completed in one day, i. e.21st February,1967 

For the purpose of the General Elections held in 1967,  Keonjhar 

district was divided into six Assembly constituencies, i. e., Champua, 

Patana, Keonjhar, Telkoi, Ramachandrapur and Anandapur. Excepting 

Ramachandrapur, others were reserved constituencies. Of the reserved 

constituencies Anandapur was for the Scheduled Castes candidates. 

Three political parties contested the elections, besides the non-

party or Independent candidates. The parties were the Congress, the Swa-

tantra and the Jana Congress. 

The number of candidates set up, number of seats won and 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political 

parties in the district were as follows:- 
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Name of political No. of No. of No. of 

Parties candidates set up seats won valid votes polled 

        1 2 3                4 

Congress 6 Nil 22,518 

Swatantra 6 5 40,247 

Jana Congress 1 1 8,338 

Independents 14 Nil 17,652 

Total 27 6 88,755 

In the contest, the Swatantra Party captured five seats and one went 

in favour of the Jana Congress. Out of 88,755 valid votes polled, the 

Swatantra Party secured 40,247 votes indicating a strong hold of this party 

in the district. 

The following table gives further information concerning the General 

Elections held in 1967 :- 

Name of No. No.       No. Total Per- Total per- Party 

Constituency of of    of votes centage valid centage won 

 seats Per     electors polled of votes of  

  sons   Col. 5 polled Col. 7  

  conte  to  to  

  sted   Col.4  Col.4  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Champua 1 3 56,347 14,766 26.20 13,439 23.85 Swatantra 

Patana 1 4 63,174 17,019 26.93 15,512 24.55 Ditto 

Keonjhar 1 4 59,341 13,637 22.98 12,715V 21.43 Ditto 

Telkoi 1 3 57,225 10,617 18.55 9,835 17.19 Ditto 

Ramachandra         1 

pur         

8 61,360 18,740 30.54 17,437 28.42 Ditto 

Anandpur          1 5 62,361 21,519 34.50 19,817 31.78 Jana 

congress 

Total                 6 27 359,808 96,298 26.76 88,755 24.67 Jana 

        

In the General Elections of 1967, there was one Parliamentary 

constituency in the district, i.e., Keonjhar Parliamentary constituency. 

This was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes candidates. Two parties, 

the Congress and the Swatantra, contested the election. 

The number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by the 

parties was as follows: 

Name of political parties Total number of valid votes polled 

1 2 

Congress 39,082 

Swatantra 79,906 

The Swatantra Party candidate won the election by defeating his 

nearest rival, the Congress candidate, by a margin of 40,824 votes. The 

number of electors in the election was 426,034 and the number of votes 

polled was 126,766.  

The Fourth General Elections to the House of the people and  the 

Legislative Assembly having  been held in the year 1967, normally the fifth 
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General Elections would have been held in 1972. But in view if the 

dissolution of the Lok Sabha, elections were held in 1971 

In the meantime the Odisha Legislative Assembly was dissolved on the 

23rd January, 1971. The Election Commission decided to synchronise the 

Assembly poll with the Parliamentary elections. Hence the fifth General 

Elections in the State for the Lok Sabha and the Legislative Assembly were 

held on the 5th March, 1971. 

Like the General Elections of 1967, the district was divided into six 

Assembly constituencies which included Champua, Patana, Keonjhar Telkoi, 

Ramachandrapur and Anandapur. The first four constituencies were 

reserved for the Scheduled Tribes candidates and the last one was reserved 

for the Scheduled Castes candidates. Only Ramachandrapur constituency 

was for the general candidates. 

In 1971, nine political parties contested the election with non-party or 

Independent candidates. The name of political parties which participated in 

the elections were the Indian National Congress, the Swatantra, the 

Jharkhand, the Bharatiya Jana Sangha, the Communist Party of India, the 

Utkal Congress, the Jana Congress, the Praja Socialist Party and the Indian 

National Congress (Organisation). 

The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different parties in 

the district were as follows: 

 
Name of political parties  No. of No. of No. of 

  candidates seats won valid votes 

  setup  polled 

1  2 3 4 

Indian National Congress : 6 2 40,726 

Swatantra : 6 Nil 22,068 

Jharkhand  2 Nil 2,699 

Bharatiya Jana Sangha : 1 Nil 776 

Communist Pary of India : 1 Nil 2,377 

Utkal Congress : 6 4 29,621 

Jana Congress  3 Nil 12,586 

Independents  9 Nil 9,214 

Indian National Congress :    

(Organisation)  2 Nil 1,113 

Praja Socialist Party : 1 Nil 412 

Total :  37 6 1,21,592 

In all, 37 candidates contested for the six Vidhan Sabha seats. In the 
multi cornered contest, the Utkal Congress achieved a major triumph by 
capturing four seats and two seats went in favour of the Indian National 
Congress. 

The following table presents a detailed account in respect of the fifth 

General Elections held in 1971 :- 
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Name of No. of No. of No. of Total Percent- Total Percent- Party 

Constituencies seats persons electors No. of age of No. of age of Won 

  Contested votes Col. 5 to valid Col. 7 to  

    polled Col. 4 votes Col. 4  

      polled   

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Champua 1 7 63,445 21,181 33.38 19,074 30.06 Utkal 

       Congress 

Patana 1 6 69,688 16,629 23.86 15,391 22.09 Ditto 

Keonjhar 1 4 66,604 15,963 23.96 14,905 22.38 Ditto 

Telkoi 1 5 66,829 13,427 20.09 12,378 18.52 Ditto 

Ramachandrapur 1 7 71,750 29,958 41.75 28,288 39.43 Indian 

       National  

           Congress 

Anandapur 1 8 68,814 24,591 35.74 23,088 33.55 Ditto 

Total 6 37 4,07,130 1,21,74929.90 1,13,124   27.79 

 
As in the elections of 1967, the Keonjhar Parliamentary constituency 

was also reserved for the Scheduled Tribes candidates in 1971 elections. 

This time three political parties, viz., the Indian National Congress, the 
Swatantra and the Utkal Congress entered the field and contested the 
election. There was also one Independent candidate among them. The 
number of votes polled by the candidates for the Parliamentary seat was as 
follows:- 

Name of political parties  Total number of valid votes 
  Polled 

1  2 
Indian National Congress .. 63,705 
Swatantra Party .. 31,091 
Utkal Congress .. 44,193 
Independent   7563                                         

In a quadrangular contest the Indian National Congress candidate won 

the election by securing 63,705 votes or 43.47 per cent of the total valid 

votes polled in the Parliamentary constituency. The total number of electors 

in the constituency was 481,496. The total number of votes polled was 

154,501. 

The fifth General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly having 

been held in the year 1971, normally the sixth General Elections would have 

been held in the year 1976. But the Odisha Legislative Assembly was 

dissolved on the first day of March, 1973. The Election Commission of India 

decided to hold the elections to the Odisha Legislative Assembly on the 

22nd, the 24th, and the 26th February 1974. Accordingly the elections in the 

district of Keonjhar were held on the dates mentioned above. 

In this election the district was divided into six Assembly constituencies 

which included Champua, Patana, Keonjhar, and Telkoi Scheduled Tribes 

constituencies; Anandapur Scheduled Castes constituency, and 

Ramachandrapur general candidates constituency. 

 



294 

Five political parties and 17 Independent candidates took part in the 

election of 1974. The political parties which participated in the election were 

the Indian National Congress, the Utkal Congress, the Jharkhand Party, the 

Swatantra Party and the Jana Congress. 

The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political 

parties were as follows :- 

Name of No. of No. of No. of 
political parties candidates seats valid 
 set up won votes 
   polled 

1 2 3 4 
Indian National Congress 6 2 62,538 
Utkal Congress 5 3 61,125 
Swatantra Party 2 1 13,722 
Jharkhand Party 3  6,672 
Jana Congress 1 • 689 
Independents 17 • 32,651 
Total 34 6 1,77,397 

In all, 34 candidates contested for the Assembly seats. In the contest, 

the Utkal Congress captured three seats, two seats went in favour of the 

Indian National Congress and the Swatantra Party got one seat. Though the 

Utkal Congress won more seats it could not capture more votes. 

The following table gives further information about the sixth General 

Elections, 1974:- 
 

Name of 
Consti 
tuencies 

No. of 
seats 

No. of 
Person
s 
contest
ed 

No of 
electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percenta
ge 
Of Col. 
5 to 
Col. 4 

Total No. 
of 
Valid 
votes 
polled 
 

Percentag
e 
Of Col. 7 
to 
Col. 4 

Party 
Won 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Champua 1 4 69,321 33,879 48.87 31,484 45.42 Indian’ 

National 
Congress 

Patana 1 7 77,877 27,841 35.75 26,109 33.53 Utkal 
Congress 

Keonjhar 1 5 77,680 24,311 31.3 22,637 29.14 Swatantra 
Party 

Telkoi 1 6 79,152 27,463 34.70 24,983 31.56 Utkal 
Congress 

Ramachandra
pur 

1 4 76,047 39,555 52.01 37,496 49.3l Utkal 
Congress 

Anandapur 1 8 75,782 36,764 48.51 34,688 45.77 Indian 
National 

Congress 
Total 6 34 455,859 177,397 38.92    

The sixth General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly were 

held in February, 1974. In the usual course, the seventh General Elections 

would have been held in 1979. But after the Lok Sabha Elections of March, 

1977, the situation in the country took a different turn and the will of the 

people was expressed against the prevailing regime on a large scale. As a 
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result, the State Assembly was dissolved by the President of India on the 

30th April, 1977. Then the Election Commissioner of India decided to hold 

the elections to the Assembly constituencies of the State  on the 10th June, 

1977. Accordingly all arrangements were made and election was held in 

Keonjhar district on the aforesaid date 

As in the previous elections, there was no change in the set up  of the 

Assembly constituencies during 1977 elections. The political parties which 

participated in the election were the Janta Party and the Indian National 

Congress. Eighteen Independent candidates also contested for the 

Assembly seats 

The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and the 

number of valid votes polled by the candidates set up by different political 

parties were as follows:- 

Name of political parties 

No. of 
candidates 

set up 
No. of 

seats won 

No. of 
valid votes 

polled 
1 2 3 4 

Indian National Congress 6  28,631 
Janata Party 6 6 62,909 
Independents 18  33,171 

Total 30 6 1,24,711 

Altogether 30 candidates contested for six Assembly seats in which the 

Janata Party candidates captured all the seats. 

The following table gives further information about the seventh General 
Elections, 1977:- 

      Total of 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of 
 Col. 7 
to 
Col. 4 

Party 
won No. of 

electors 

Name of 
Consti- 
tuencies 

No. 
of 

seats 

No. of 
Persons 

conte 
sted 

Total 
No. of 
votes 
polled 

Pertage 
of Co.5 
to Col.4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Champua 1 6 77,087 23,481 30.46 22,735 29.49  
Janata 
Party 

Patana 1 3 82,493 17,596 21.33 17,238 20.90 Ditto 
Keonjhar 1 6 82,181 16,787 20.43 16,323 19.86 Ditto 
Telkoi 1 5 83,902 14,839 17.69 14,375 17.13 Ditto 
Ramachandrapur  1 7 83,415 35,118 42.10 34,355 41.18 Ditto 
Anandapur  1 3 80,167 19,958 24.90 19,685 24.55 Ditto 
Total 6 30 489,245 127,779 26.12 124,711 25.49  

The fifth General Elections to the Lok Sabha were held in the  year 

1971. In the usual course the sixth General Elections would have been held 

in 1976, but the period of extension was allowed by the Parliament twice 

after proclamation of the Emergency in June, 1975. Thus the term of the fifth 

Lok Sabha was due to expire in March, 1978, but the fifth Lok Sabha was 

dissolved on the 18th January, 1977 and election was ordered to be held 

within two months. Accordingly elections to the Lok Sabha were held in the 

State of Odisha on March, 1977. 
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Like the 1971 Election, the Keonjhar Parliamentary constituency was 

reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. Two political parties and one 

Independent candidate contested in this election. 

The number of valid votes polled by the candidates for the Parlia-

mentary seat was as follows :- 

Name of the political parties No. of valid votes polled 

1 2 

Indian National Congress 66,045 

Bharatiya Lok Dal 1,13,790 

Independent 8,511 

In a triangular contest, the Bharatiya Lok Dal won the election by 

capturing 113,790 votes. The total number of electors in the con. stituency 

was 561,230 and the total number of valid votes polled was 194,821. The 

percentage of votes polled for the constituency thus worked out to 34. 71. 

 General Elections to the Lok Sabha in the State were held on a 

single day, i. e., on the 3rd January, 1980. Due to the death of one of the 

contesting candidates of Keonjhar (Scheduled Tribes) Parliamentary 

constituency election was countermanded. This countermanded election was 

conducted in the district on the 24th February 1980 according to the 

programme fixed by the Election Commissioner of India. 

In this election six candidates filed nominations out of which two were 

rejected due to want of caste certificates. Following the withdrawal by one of 

the candidates, there were, three contesting candidates in the election.  

Valid votes polled by the contesting candidates were as follows :- 

Name of political party No. of valid votes polled 
1 2 

Janata (S) 40,702 
Jharkhand 17,498 
Indian National Congress (I) 1,25,750 

In a triangular contest, the Indian National Congress (I) candidate won 

the election by securing 1,25,750 votes,. The total number of electors in the 

Parliamentary constituency was 6,19,778, out of which 1,93,748 cast their 

votes of which 9,798 votes were rejected. 

The Lok Sabha Elections of January, 1980, returned the Congress-

Party with a massive majority, and holding of the Eighth General Elections to 

the Assembly was advanced to a date earlier than the due date. The Odisha 

State Legislative Assembly was dissolved by the President under Article 356 

of the Constitution of India with effect from the 17th February, 1980, with 

direction to Election Commission to hold elections to the Legislative 

Assembly early. The Election Commission of India decided to hold poll of the 

Assembly constituencies in the State on a single day on the 31st May, 1980.  
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There was no change in the extent of the Assembly constituencies in the 

district. 

Seven political parties and five Independent candidates took part in 

the election. The political parties which participated in the election were the 

Indian National Congress(I), the Indian National Congress (U), the 

Jharkhand, the Communist Party of India, the Janata Party (Secular) Ch. 

Charan Singh, the Janata Party (J. P.) and the Bharatiya Janata Parly. 

Partywise candidates set up, seats won and valid votes polled are given 

below:- 
Name of political parties No. of No. Of No. Of 

 candidates seats won valid votes 

 Set up  Polled 

1 2 3 4 

Indian National Congress (I) 6 4 95,908 

Indian National Congress (Urs) 6 ,. 20,454 

Janata (s) Ch. Charan Singh 5 2 57,466 

Janata (J.P) 1 ,. 1,274 

Bharatiya Janata Party 2  1,102 

Communist Party of India 1 . . 8,800 

Jharkhand 6 . . 6,132 

Independent 5  4,867 

Total 32 6 1,96,003 

In all, 32 candidates contested for six Assembly seats. In the 

contest, the Indian National Congress (I) captured four seats and two seats 

went in favour of the Janata (S) Ch. Charan Singh’ Party. 

The following table presents further information about the eighth 

General Elections held in 1980 :- 
Name of No.of No.of No.of Total Perce- Total Perce- Party 

Constituencies Seats Persons electors Votes   ntage of    valid ntageof Won 

  contes-  Polled  Votes Votes valid  

  ted   polled Polled votes  

     as  polled  

     against  as  

     total  against  

     No. of  total  

     electors  No. of  

       electors  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Champua (ST)      1 5 88,406 38,489 43.54 36,818 41.65 
Janata  

(S) 

       
    Ch. 

Charan 

        Singh 

Patana (ST)   1 5 88,301 27,077 30,66 26,331 29,82 Ditto 

Keonjhar (ST)           1 5 91,751 23,342 25.44 22,570 24.60 Indian 

        National 

        Congress 

Telkoi (ST)   1 4 96,005 24,573 25.60 23,561 24.54 Ditto 

Ramachandrapur     1 6 93,068 51,706 55.56 50,158 53.89 Ditto 

Anandapui (SC)       1 7 88,053 37,411  42.49 36,565 41.53 Ditto 

Total                        6 32 5,45,584 2,02,598 37.13 1,96,003 35.93  
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The analysis revealed that Ramachandrapur constituency recorded the 

highest percentage (55.56) of votes polled as against total electorate and 

Keonjhar constituency the lowest (25.44). It is found from further 

investigation that the highest percentage (4.54) of votes have been rejected 

in the Champua constituency and the lowest (2.25) in the Anandapur 

constituency. The eighth General Elections to the Lok Sabha were held in 

December 1984  

Candidates of four political parties and three (Independent) andidates 

contested in the election. The number of valid votes polled by the candidates 

for the parliamentary seat was as follows :-   

Name of political party Number of valid votes polled 
1 2 

Indian Notional Congress 1,81,169 
Janata Party 96,545 
Lok Dal 11,037 
Jharkhand 7394 
Independents (3 candidates) 17,968 
Total  3,14,113 

In the contest, the Indian National Congress candidate won the election 

by capturing 1,81,169 votes. The total number of electors in this 

Parliamentary constituency was 6,78,101. Out of the total number (3,26,005) 

of votes polled, 11,892 votes were rejected. Percentage of poll was 48.07 in 

the Parliamentary constituency, 

The nineth General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly were 

held in March, 1985. Out of the six Assembly constituencies of Keonjhar 

district, election to Keonjhar (ST) Assembly constituency was 

countermanded due to the death of Radhashyam Naik, one of the 

Independent candidates who expired  13 days before  the date of poll. 

Therefore the countermanded election was held on 24th April, 1985. 

Five political parties and Independent candidates took part in the 

election. The number of candidates set up, the number of seats won and 

number of valid Votes polled by the candidates set up by different political 

parties were as follows:- 

Name of political parties No. of No. of No. of 
 candidates seats valid votes 
 set up won polled 

1 2 3       4 
Indian National Congress ‘6 5 1,50,526 
Janata Party 6 1 76,524 
Communist party 1  6,554 
Bharatiya Janata Party 4 . . 6,942 
Lok Dal 2 . . 2,495 
Independent 16 * * 9,725 
Total 35 6 2,52,766 

 

 



299 

Altogether 35 candidates contested for six Assembly seats in which five 

seats went in favour of the Indian National Congress and the Janata Party 

captured one seat. 

The table below gives further information relating to the nineth General 

Elections, 1985:- 

Name of No. of No. of No. of Total       Percent- Total Percent- Party won 
Consti seats persons electors     votes age of valid age of 
Tuencies  contested polled votes votes valid 
     polled polled votes 
     as against  polled as 
     total No-  against 
     of electors  total No. 
        of electors 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  9 
Champua I 6 92,748 45,819 49.40 44,113 47.56 Indian 
         National 
        Congress 
Patana 1 5 95,471 38,361 40.18 37,260 39.02 Ditto 
Keonjhar 1 3 1,01,921 36,807 36.11 35,717 35.05 Janata 
         party 
Telkoi 1 6 1,07,282 31,931 29.76 30,970 28.85 Indian 
         National 
        Congress 
Ramachandrapur 1 9 1,03,601 53,663 51.79 52,365 50.54 Ditto 
Anandapur 1 6 98,893 53,378   53.97 52,341 5.-92 Ditto 
Total 6 35 5,99,916 2,59,959 43.33 2,52,766 42.13 

The nineth General elections to Lok Sabha were held on 22nd 
November 1989 as per details given below:- 

a) Number of Seats    : 1 
b) Total Electors     : 905556 
c) Votes :   (i) Polled    :  474770 

              (ii) Valid   :  458803 
The Candidate of the Janata Party won by securing 2,79,226 votes ie 

60.86% 
 The tenth General Elections to the State legislative Assembly were  

held in the month of December, 1990. Five political parties and nineteen 

independent candidate took part in the election. The political parties which 

participated in the Election were the Janata Dal [ JD], Indian National 

Congress [ INC], Jharkhand Party [JKP], Bharatiya Janata Party [ BJP], and 

Janata Party (JP) [JNP (JP)]. The party wise candidates set up, seats won 

and valid votes polled are given below :- 
Name of the Political 
parties 

No. of candidates 
set up 

No. of seats won No. of valid votes 
polled 

Janata Dal [ JD] 6 6 243262 
Indian National 
Congress [ INC] 

6 0 92689 

Bharatiya Janata 
Party [ BJP] 

4 0 19171 

Janata Party (JP) 2 0 3879 
Jharkhand Party 
[JKP] 

1 0 909 

Independent 19 0 19572 
Total 38 6 379482 
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In all, 38 candidates contested for six Assembly seats. In the contest, 

the Janata Dal  candidates captured all the seats. The following table 

presents further information about tenth General Election held in 1990:- 

No. & Name of 
the 

Constituencies 

No. of 
seats 

No. of 
persons 

contested 

No. of 
electors 

Total 
Votes 
polled 

Percentag
e of votes 
polled as 
against 

total No. of 
electors 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of valid 
votes 

polled as 
against 

total No. of 
electors 

Party 
won 

142- Champua 
(ST) 

1 5 131913 
 

57891 43.89 56367 
 

42.73 JD 

143- Patna (ST) 1 5 123407 
 

48423 39.24 47406 38.41 JD 

144- Keonjhar 
(ST) 

1 9 139464 
 

55769 39.99 54458 
 

39.05 JD 

145-  Telkoi (ST) 1 5 143996 
 

58011 40.29 56241 
 

39.06 JD 

146- 
Ramachandrapur 

1 10 135464 
 

83562 61.69 82307 
 

60.76 JD 

147- Anandapur 
(SC) 

1 4 127969 83939 65.59 82703 64.63 JD 

 6 38 802213 387595 48.32 379482 47.30 JD 

 The analysis revealed that Anandapur constituency recorded the 
highest percentage ( 65.59) of votes polled as against total electorate and 
Telkoi constituency the lowest ( 40.29)  

The tenth General Elections to the Loksabha were held on 26th  May, 
1991.  Candidates of six political parties including INC,JD, BJP, Janata party 
(JP) and two independent candidates contested in the election. The number 
of valid votes polled by the candidate for the Parliamentary seat was as 
follows :- 

Number of Seats     : 01 

Total Electors      : 912382 

Votes :   (i) Polled     :  433789 

              (ii) Valid    :  422721 

   (iii) Poll Percentage : 47.54% 

The Janata Dal candidate won by securing 1,86,387 votes(44.02%) by  
defeating his nearest rival Congress candidate who secured 1,78.923 votes 
(42.32%) 

The eleventh General Elections to the State legislative Assembly were  
held during the month of March, 1995. The Election Commission of India 
decided to hold poll of the Assembly constituencies of the district in a single 
day on 09.03.1995. Ten political parties and twenty two independent 
candidates took part in the election. The political parties which participated in 
the Election were the Janata Dal [ JD], Indian National Congress [ INC], 
Bharatiya Janata Party [ BJP], Odisha Communist Party [OCP], Proutist 
Sarva Samaj Samiti [PSSS], Samata Party [SAP], Samajwadi Janata Party 
(Rashtriya) [ SJP(R)], Communist Party of India [CPI], Bahajuan Samaj Party 
[BSP] and Odisha Congress [OCG]. The party wise candidates set up, seats 
won and valid votes polled are given below :- 
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Name of the 
Political parties 

No. of candidates 
set up 

No. of seats 
won 

No. of valid 
votes polled 

Indian National 
Congress [ INC] 

6 5 271879 

Janata Dal [ JD] 6  238928 
Bharatiya Janata 
Party [ BJP] 

6 1 76504 

Communist Party of 
India [CPI]. 

1  8663 

Samajwadi Janata 
Party (Rashtriya) [ 
SJP(R)], 

3  2058 

Samata Party [SAP], 3  2117 
Odisha Communist 
Party [OCP] 

1  1092 

Bahajuan Samaj 
Party [BSP] 

1  609 

Proutist Sarva Samaj 
Samiti [PSSS] 

1  333 

Odisha Congress 
[OCG] 

1  102 

Independent 22  33459 
Total 51 6 635744 

 Altogether 51 candidates contested for six Assembly seats in which 
five seats went in favour of the Indian national Congress and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party captured one seat.  The table below gives further information 
relating to the eleventh General Election, 1995. 

 The analysis revealed that Ramachandrapur constituency recorded the 

highest percentage ( 81.95) of votes polled as against total electorate and 

Champua constituency the lowest ( 67.69).  

 The eleventh General Elections to Lok Sabha were held on 2nd May, 

1996. Candidates of four political parties including INC,JD, and BJP and four 

independent candidates contested in the election. The number of valid votes 

polled by the candidate for the Parliamentary seat was as follows :- 

 

 

No. & Name of 
the 

Constituencies 

No. 
of 

seats 

No. of 
persons 

contested 

No. of 
electors 

Total 
Votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of votes 
polled as 

against total 
No. of 

electors 

Total valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage of 
valid votes 
polled as 

against total 
No. of electors 

Party 
won 

142- Champua 
(ST) 

1 10 144016 
 

97487 67.69 92945 64.53 INC 

143- Patna (ST) 1 06 133385 102362 76.74 98476 73.82 INC 
144- Keonjhar 

(ST) 
1 09 150257 

 
105025 69.89 100175 66.66 BJP 

145-  Telkoi (ST) 1 05 155758 115734 74.30 109749 70.46 INC 
146- 

Ramachandrapur 
1 10 149263 

 
122333 81.95 119080 79.77 INC 

147- Anandapur 
(SC) 

1 11 144594 
 

117814 81.47 115319 
 

79.75 INC 

 6 51 877273 660755 75.31 635744 72.46  
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Number of Seats    : 01 

Total Electors      : 1008499 

Votes :   (i) Polled     :  627576 

             (ii) Valid    :  611063 

   (iii) Poll Percentage : 62.23% 

The Congress candidate won the seat by securing 2,79,971 votes 

(45.82) against 1,54,061 votes (25.21%) polled by the BJP candidate. 

The twelfth General Election to the Lok Sabha was held  on 22nd 

February, 1998. Candidates of five political parties including INC,JD, 

BJP,and RJD and one independent candidate contested in the election. The 

number of valid votes polled by the candidate for the Parliamentary seat was 

as follows 

Number of Seats    : 1 
Total Electors      : 1056441 
Votes :   (i) Polled     :  659477 

             (ii) Valid    :  643168 
   (iii) Poll Percentage : 62.42% 

 The BJP candidate won the seat by securing 3,47,906 (54.09%) votes 

against 2,61631votes (40%) polled by the Congress candidate 

  The Lok Sabha  was dissolved and  Elections were held in the year 

1999.  

The thirteenth General Elections to the Lok Sabha were held on 25th 

September, 1999. Candidates of three political parties, INC, BJP and JMM, 

contested in the election. The number of valid votes polled by the candidate 

for the Parliamentary seat was as follows :-  

Number of Seats    : 1 

Total Electors     : 1092055 

Votes :   (i) Polled     :  63104 

              (ii) Valid    :  617995 

   (iii) Poll Percentage : 57.70% 

The BJP candidate won  the seat by securing 4,16,956 votes (67.47%) 

against 1,99,403 (31.46%) votes polled by the Congress. 

The twelfth  General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly were 

held on 25th Februrary 2000. Seven Political parties and twelve Independent 

candidate took part in the election. The political parties which participated in 

the Election were the Indian National Congress [INC], Bharatiya Janata 

Party [ BJP], Communist Party of India [CPI], Bahajuan Samaj Party [BSP], 

All India Trinamool Congress [AITC], Jharkhand Mukti Morcha [JMM], Janata 

Dal (Secular ) [JD(S)]. The party wise candidates set up, seats won and valid 

votes polled are given below :- 
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Name of the 

Political parties 

No. of candidates set 

up 

No. of seats 

won 

No. of valid 

votes polled 

Bharatiya Janata 

Party  

[ BJP] 

6 4 262957 

Indian National 

Congress [ INC] 

6 0 197747 

Communist Party of 

India [CPI] 

1 0 4149 

Jharkhand Mukti 

Morcha  

[ JMM], 

2 0 3976 

Bahajuan Samaj 

Party [BSP] 

3 0 2133 

 Janata Dal  

(Secular) [JD(S)] 

1 0 933 

All India Trinamool 

Congress [AITC], 

1 0 913 

Independent 12 2 103760 

Total 32 6 576568 

Altogether 32 candidates contested for six Assembly seats in which 

four seats went in favour of the Bharatiya Janata Party and  two were won by 

independent candidates.  The table below gives further information relating 

to the twelfth  General Election, 2000. 

No. & Name of 
the 

Constituencies 

No. of 
seats 

No. of 
persons 

contested 

No. of 
electors 

Total 
Votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of votes 
polled as 

against total 
No. of 

electors 

Total valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of valid 
votes 

polled as 
against 

total No. of 
electors 

Party 
won 

142- Champua 
(ST) 

1 6 100782 
 

84999 84.33 82980 82.33 IND 

143- Patna (ST) 1 4 140957 87949 62.39 86780 
 

61.56 BJP 

144- Keonjhar 
(ST) 

1 6 166441 88657 53.26 87082 52.32 BJP 

145-  Telkoi (ST) 1 4 170189 96674 56.80 94471 55.50 BJP 
146- 

Ramachandrapur 
1 6 165414 

 
115221 69.65 113788 68.78 IND 

147- Anandapur 
(SC) 

1 6 161428 112903 
 

69.94 111527 69.08 BJP 

Total  6 32 905211 586403 64.78 576628 63.70  

 The analysis revealed that Champua constituency recorded the highest 

percentage  (84.33) of votes polled as against total electorate and Keonjhar 

constituency the lowest (53.26) 

The thirteenth  General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly 

were  held in the month of May, 2004. The Election Commission of India 

decided to hold poll of the Assembly constituencies of the district in a single 

day on 13.5.2004. Four political parties and seventeen independent 

candidate took part in the election. The political parties which participated in 
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the Election were the Indian National Congress [INC], Bharatiya Janata 

Party [ BJP], Biju Janata Dal [BJD] and Bahajuan Samaj Party [BSP]. The 

party wise candidates set up, seats won and valid votes polled are given 

below :- 

Name of the 

Political parties 

No. of candidates 

set up 

No. of seats 

won 

No. of valid 

votes polled 

Indian National 

Congress [ INC] 

6 3 279523 

Bharatiya Janata 

Party [ BJP] 

5 2 186743 

Biju Janata Dal [BJD] 1 1 49048 

Bahajuan Samaj 

Party [BSP] 

2  8841 

Independent 17  196254 

Total 31 6 720409 

 In all, 31 candidates contested for six Assembly seats. In the contest, 

the Indian National Congress captured three seats, two seats went in favour 

of Bharatiya Janata Party and the Biju Janata Dal got one seat.  The table 

below gives further information relating to the Thirteenth  General Election, 

2004. 

No. & Name of 

the 

Constituencies 

No. of 

seats 

No. of 

persons 

contested 

No. of 

electors 

Total 

Votes 

polled 

Percentage 

of votes 

polled as 

against 

total No. of 

electors 

Total valid 

votes 

polled 

Percentage 

of valid 

votes 

polled as 

against 

total No. of 

electors 

Party 

won 

142- Champua 

(ST) 

1 5 159199 

 

97526 

 

61.26 97514 61.25 INC 

143- Patna (ST) 1 4 156130 110327 70.66 110309 70.65 BJP 

144- Keonjhar 

(ST) 

1 8 181602 114963 63.30 114950 63.29 BJP 

145-  Telkoi (ST) 1 4 190842 129346 67.77 129341 67.77 BJD 

146- 

Ramachandrapur 

1 6 185161 140851 76.06 140815 76.05 INC 

147- Anandapur 

(SC) 

1 4 173708 123493 71.09 123480 71.08 INC 

Total 6 31 1046642 716506 68.45 716409 68.44  

 The analysis revealed that Ramachandrapur constituency recorded the 
highest percentage (76.06) of votes polled as against total electorate and 
Champua constituency the lowest (61.26).  

The fourteenth General Election to the Lok Sabha  was held on 13th 
May, 2004. Candidates of two political parties and four independent 
candidates contested in the election. The number of valid votes polled by the 
candidate for the Parliamentary seat was as follows :-  
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Number and Name of the Constituency : 21-KEONJHAR (ST) 

Number of Seats    : 01 
Total Electors     : 1183472 
Votes :   (i) Polled    :  814665 
              (ii) Valid   :  814662 

   (iii) Poll Percentage : 68.84% 

The BJP candidate won the seat by securing 3,55,702 votes (43.66%) 

defeating  the INC candidate who got 3,06,493 (37.62%)  

The fourteenth  General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly 

were  held during the month of May, 2009. The Election Commission of India 

decided to hold poll of the Assembly constituencies of the district on a single 

day on 16.05.2009. Thirteen Political parties and Twenty Five Independent 

candidates took part in the election. The political parties which participated in 

the Election were the Indian National Congress [INC], Bharatiya Janata 

Party [BJP], Biju Janata Dal [BJD], Bahajuan Samaj Party [BSP], Communist 

Party of India [CPI], Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 

[CPI(M)( L)], Jharkhand Mukti Morcha [JMM], Odisha Mukti Morcha [OMM], 

Rashtriya Parivartan Dal [RPD], Republican Party of India (A)[RPI(A)], 

Rashtrawadi Sena [RWS], Samruddha Odisha [SAMO], and Samajwadi 

Party [SP]. The party wise candidates set up, seats won and valid votes 

polled are given below :- 

Name of the 
Political parties 

No. of candidates set 
up 

No. of seats 
won 

No. of valid 
votes polled 

Biju Janata Dal [BJD] 5 5 293813 
Indian National 
Congress [ INC] 

6 0 214774 

Bharatiya Janata 
Party [ BJP] 

6 0 106502 

Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha [JMM] 

5 0 11437 

Bahajuan Samaj 
Party [BSP] 

6 0 10948 

Communist Party of 
India [CPI] 

1 0 9356 

Samruddha Odisha 
[SAMO] 

6 0 8986 

Rashtrawadi Sena 
[RWS] 

2 0 1735 

Communist Party of 
India (Marxist-
Leninist) (Liberation) 

1 0 1502 

Rashtriya Parivartan 
Dal [RPD] 

2 0 1383 

Odisha Mukti Morcha 
[OMM] 

1 0 605 

Samajwadi Party [SP] 1 0 543 
Republican Party of 
India (A) [RPI(A)] 

1 0 532 

Independent 25 1 124892 
TOTAL 68 6 787008 
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 In all, 68 candidates contested for six Assembly seats. In the contest, 

the Biju Janata Dal captured five seats, and  one seat went in favour of 

Independent candidate.  The table below gives further information relating to 

the fourteenth   General Election, 2004:- 

 
No. & Name of the 

Constituencies 

No. of 

seats 

No. of 

persons 

contested 

No. of 

electors 

Total 

Votes 

polled 

Percen 

tage of 

votes 

polled as 

against 

total No. 

of 

electors 

Total 

valid 

votes 

polled 

Percen 

tage of 

valid 

votes 

polled as 

against 

total No. 

of 

electors 

Party 

won 

20- Telkoi(ST) 1 10 187268 130822 69.85 130805 69.84 BJD 

21-Ghasipura 1 10 188845 147411 78.05 147372 78.03 BJD 

22-Anandapur(SC) 1 8 188452 137462 72.94 137461 72.94 BJD 

23- Patna(ST) 1 8 175104 125754 71.81 125744 71.81 BJD 

24- Keonjhar (ST) 1 10 185526 120247 64.81 120224 64.80 BJD 

25- Champua 1 22 188379 125363 66.54 125352 66.54 IND 

Total 6 68 1113574 787059 70.67 786958 70.66  

 The analysis revealed that Ghasipura constituency recorded the 

highest percentage (78.05) of votes polled as against total electorate and 

Keonjhar constituency the lowest (64.81) 

The fifteenth General Election to the Lok Sabha was held during the 

month of  May, 2009. Candidates of five political parties and two 

independent candidates contested in the election. The number of valid votes 

polled by the candidate for the Parliamentary seat was as follows : 

Number of Seats    : 1 
Total Electors      : 1265225 
Votes :   (i) Polled     :  891694 

             (ii) Valid    :  891746 
   (iii) Poll Percentage : 70.48% 

The BJD candidate won the seat by securing 3,89,104 votes(43.63%) 

defeating his rival INC candidate who polled 2,62,620 (29.45%) 

The fifteenth  General Elections to the State Legislative Assembly were  

held during the month of May, 2014. The Election Commission of India 

decided to hold poll of the Assembly constituencies of the district on a single 

day on 16.5.2014. Fifteen political parties and eleven independent 

candidates took part in the election. NOTA was introduced and was kept in 

shape of candidate in the this election. The Political Parties which 

participated in the Election were the Aam Aadmi Party [AAAP], Biju 

Swabhiman Dal [BISD], Bharatiya Janata Party [BJP], Biju Janata Dal [BJD], 

Bahujan Mukti Party [BMUP], Bahajuan Samaj Party [BSP], Communist 

Party of India [CPI], Indian National Congress [INC], Communist Party of 
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India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) [CPI(M)( L)], Kalinga Sena [KS], Odisha 

Jan Morcha [OJM], Proutist Bloc, India [PBI], Rashtriya Indepndent Morcha 

[RAIM], Samajwadi Party [SP] and Socialist Unity Centre of India 

(Communist) [SUCI]. The party wise candidates set up, seats won and valid 

votes polled are given below :- 

Name of the Political 
parties 

No. of candidates 
set up 

No. of seats won No. of valid votes 
polled 

Biju Janata Dal [BJD] 6 5 368871 
Indian National Congress [ 
INC] 

6 0 165136 

Bharatiya Janata Party [ 
BJP] 

6 0 144074 

Biju Swabhiman Dal 
[BISD], 

1 0 664 

Aam Aadmi Party [AAAP], 4 0 5193 
Bahujan Mukti Party 
[BMUP], 

2 0 3934 

Bahajuan Samaj Party 
[BSP], 

4 0 9231 

Communist Party of India 
[CPI] 

1 0 2288 

Kalinga Sena [KS], 1 0 3279 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist-Leninist) 
(Liberation) 

1 0 1390 

Rashtriya Indepndent 
Morcha [RAIM] 

2 0 2948 

Odisha Jan Morcha [OJM] 3 0 4444 
Samajwadi Party [SP] 1 0 2341 
Proutist Bloc, India [PBI], 1 0 1264 
Socialist Unity Centre of 
India (Communist) [SUCI] 

1 0 1384 

None of the above [NOTA]. 6 0 16407 
Independent 11 1 221590 
TOTAL 57 6 954438 

 In all, 57 candidates including NOTA contested for six Assembly 

seats. In the contest, the Biju Janata Dal captured five seats, and  one seat 

went in favour of independent candidate. The table below gives further 

information relating to the fifteenth  General Election, 2014. 

No. & Name of the 
Constituencies 

No. of 
seats 

4No. of 
electors 

Total 
Votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of votes 
polled as 

against total 
No. of 

electors 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of valid votes 

polled as 
against total 

No. of 
electors 

Party 
won 

20- Telkoi(ST) 1 199383 167964 84.24 164197 82.35 BJD 
21-Ghasipura 1 197858 164931 83.35 163075 82.42 BJD 
22-Anandapur(SC) 1 199724 160346 80.28 158428 79.32 BJD 
23- Patna(ST) 1 183827 149094 81.10 146832 79.87 BJD 
24- Keonjhar (ST) 1 201893 156118 77.32 152316 75.44 BJD 
25- Champua 1 198312 156397 78.86 153183 77.24 IND 
 6 1180997 954850 80.85 938031 79.42  

The analysis revealed that Telkoi constituency recorded the highest 

percentage (84.24) of votes polled as against total electorate and Keonjhar 
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constituency the lowest (77.32). This district  achieved a record all over 

Odisha in respect of polling percentage.  

The sixteenth General Election to the Lok Sabha was held  in the month  

May, 2014.  Candidates of five political parties and two independent 

candidates contested in the election. The number of valid votes polled by the 

candidate for the Parliamentary seat was as follows :- 

Number of Seats     : 1 

Total Electors      : 1346683 

Votes :   (i) Polled     :  1084571 

              (ii) Valid    :  1057804 

   (iii) NOTA   : 26065 

   (iv) Poll Percentage : 80.54% 

The BJD candidate won the seat by securing 4,34.471 votes (40.06%) 

defeating his nearest rival 0f the BJP who polled 2,77,154 (25.55%) votes. 

The number of polling stations have changed from time to time 

according to the number of electors. The following table presents the number 

of polling stations in each of the Assembly constituencies in the district for 

the elections since 1985 to 2014.  
Year Name of the Constituency 

Champua Patna Keonjhar Telkoi Ramachandrapur Anandapur Ghasipura Total 

1985 126 118 121 134 125 116 Not created 

in the 

related year 

740 

1990 161 151 169 176 169 160 986 

1995 196 183 214 220 211 208 1232 

2000 198 183 214 220 212 208 1235 

2004 167 182 195 228 197 195 1164 

2009 218 252 225 265 Withdrawn 242 255 1457 

2014 249 270 270 304 274 289 1656 

Source: Old Gazetter/D.C., Election, Keonjhar 

News Papers and Periodicals 

 No daily newspaper is being published from Keonjhar district. Only daily 

news papers published outside the district and the state are in circulation in 

the district. 

 Since June, 1977 an Odia weekly named ‘The Baitarani’ was coming 

out from Keonjhargah. The Bilua Bichar, an Odia monthly was being 

published from Barbil since 1977. Besides, other periodicals like Loka Mata, 

Juanga, Adivasi, Kendujhar Media Express were being published in the 

district. In course of time publication of above periodicals  has stopped. At 

present, Kendhujhar Times (weekly),Kendhujhar Samachar (monthly), 

Mugupur Samachar (monthly) Kendhujhar Kranti (monthly), Agnidutta 

(fortnightly), Ghatana Dunia (fortnightly), Tri Chakra (fortnightly) are being 

published in Keonjhar District.  

 As regards, literature periodicals Banabina, Baijayanti, Phula 

Chandana, Gourava, Kaunri Chanda were  published for some years. At 

present, Milani Banabina, Odia Pua,Taladhwaja, Salandi, Ananda etc. 
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literary magazines are being published in Keonjhar district. Also, the schools 

and colleges in the district have their own magazines 

Source: D.I.& P.R.O, Keonjhar 

Civil Society 

Several NGOs have come up in the district taking up voluntary activities 

in various spheres, like child care, care of the handicapped,  cause of the 

deprived sections, human rights, women’s issues, environment etc. 

Presently there are more than 300 NGOs operating in different fields in 

Keonjhar. Particulars of some NGOs are given below :- 

In the field of child care Manoj Manjari Shisu Bhawan, a Home for 

orphans, has come up at Keonjhar to take care of destitute children, most of 

whom constitute the tribal children. The Home was opened in December, 

1974 through the  pioneering efforts of Shri Narendra Mohapatra. During his 

visits to Juang pirh and Bhuyan pirh to see the havoc caused by the drought, 

Shri Mohapatra picked up an orphan and brought him to his house in 1973. 

He brought more orphans during subsequent visits. He started an 

orphanage in his house at Keonjhar in May, 1973. Today the Shisu Bhawan 

stands on an area of 4.67 acres donated by Rajmata Manoj Manjari Devi. 

The building of the Bhawan was built by donations received from voluntary 

institutions and official agencies. More than 100 inmates are housed there. 

Some other  child care institutions  are Adruta Children’s Home Govindpur, 

Bishnupriya Balashram Hatadihi, Self Realization Mission Ghasipura, 

Prakalpa  Baniapat, Keonjhar, Home Sweet Home, managed by Manoj 

Manjari Sishu Bhawan and Saswat Tapoban managed by Self Realization 

Mission 

WOSCA 

Women’s organization for Socio-Cultural Awareness (WOSCA) is a 

voluntary organization working since 20th December, 1993 with the 

commitment to serve mankind. It has been registered under the Society 

Registration Act XXI of 1860 in the year 1993-94 and registered under FCRA 

in the year, 2000. Since its inception it has been taking up need-based 

programmes primarily in the areas of livelihood, income generation, 

environment, health, watershed and human resource development. Most of 

its programmes are women – focused. WOSCA is a pioneering organisation 

with its innovative approaches towards developmental efforts for rural poor 

and is working with commitment for the development of the underprivileged, 

irrespective of gender, creed, caste, class or ethnicity.   

 

Prakalpa 

Formally started in the year, 1984 by a group of dynamic young people 

with a vision to help improving quality of life of the under-privileged & 

deprived people in inaccessible areas of Keonjhar district. 
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Swadhar and Helpline 1091  

 Swadhar, a centre for women in difficult circumstances started 

functioning in the year 2005 in the district headquarters Keonjhar. This 

project provides a better and secure life to destitute and distressed women 

to bring them out of the darkness of pain, torture, hopelessness and take 

them towards positive attitude towards life. Here they are not only provided 

with medical, legal and psychological counseling but also some vocational 

training keeping in mind their aptitude and viability to help rehabilitate them 

once they are able to do so. 216 women have been rehabilitated starting 

their new life since 2005.  

 One toll free telephone having no. 1091 works 24X7 handled by 

professional counselors to take care of the callers in the difficult 

circumstances. 2038 number of cases have been registered and attended to 

till date. 

 Names of some other NGOs ( Source Website Keonjhar) 

There are a host of other NGOs operating in the district and working for 

the welfare of the general people. There list is given below :- 

Meera Welfare Society Keonjhar 2)Baitarini,Keonjhar 3)Social Welfare 

Organisations,Hadgarh 4)Anchalik Vikash Samity Ghatgaon 5) Integral 

Rural Development and Training Centre Keonjhar 6)Service Association for 

Rural Progress,Dhenkikote,7)Associated Social Service Agency and8) 

Kalyan Ghasipura 9)Srusti Keonjhar 10)Women Organisation for Cultural 

awareness,11)United Rural Development Organisation,Sainkul 12)DISA 

Keonjhar 13)Ideal Development Agency Padmapur 14)Rural Development 

Organisation,Tukuna 15)Kudumi Cultural Society Harichandanpur16) Biswa 

Gyan Chetana Samaj Salpada  17) Humanity and Decency International 

Harichandanpur 18)Satyanarayan Yubak Sabgh, Jhumpura. 

NGOs with international network like Red cross,UNICEF, Rotary are 

also engaged in implementing many welfare schemes for the Government.  

While organizations like Red cross,UNICEF  are backed by Government, 

Rotary is a private body 

There has been a paradigm shift in the nature of civil society activities 

with the formation of Self Help Groups which are working in close 

partnership with the Government. These groups consisting mostly of 

women combine voluntarism,entrepreneurship and women empowerment. 

There are more than 12,000 SHGs working in Keonjhar in the areas of 

agriculture, animal husbandry, cottage industry, human resource 

development and many Government sponsored schemes. 

Source: D.I.&.P.R.O, Keonjhar 
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CHAPTER-XV 

PLACES  OF TOURIST INTEREST 

Introduction   

 Keonjhar district is an important tourism destination for geological, 

religious, social and anthropological significance. The eye catching beauty  

of Keonjhar is enhanced by the diversity of the natural regions.  It is 

endowed with natural bounties like waterfalls, rivers, perennial springs, 

wildlife, bewitching landscape, hill ranges, gorges and precious minerals. 

The district has the distinction of accommodating one of the oldest (3800 

million years) rocks in the world covering 100 sq. km. at Asanpat. The 

discovered inscription at this place (5th Century AD) displays dancing Siva as 

the earliest specimen in the country.  

      In addition, sculptures and tempera paintings found various images of 

God & Deities. Temples  of Keonjhar  District have no corollary in view of 

delineation, texture, proportion and finesse. Also Terracotta and Tassar 

handloom of Keonjhar District  are worth visiting.  

Some of the glimpses of tourist  spots of Keonjhar district are as 

follows:- 

MAA TARINI 

Maa Tarini is one of the embodiments of Shakti and is one of the chief 

presiding Goddesses in Odia culture. Her chief shrine is in Ghatagaon, 

Keonjhar District, Odisha which is 50 kms. of distance from district 

headquarters, Keonjhar. Devotees from all over Odisha and also from 

outside Odisha send thousands and thousands of coconuts to Maa Tarini 

temple everyday. In Odisha, after Lord Jagannath Temple of Puri, Maa Tarini 

Pitha at Ghatagaon is considered as the most popular place of pilgrimage for 

the devotees. There is a history and legend attached to the installation of the 

deity of Maa Tarini at Ghatagaon which is described below:-  
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History of Maa Tarini 

This has happened a long back in 1475 AD when Odisha was known 

as Kalinga. King Purusottam Dev ruled Kalinga. Legends galore present 

Lord Jagannath treat his devotee as a friend, philosopher and guide to his 

devotee, be he a prince or a pauper. One legend with a delightful 

association with the car festival concerns King Purusottam Dev (15th 

century). Travelling through South India, the young king chanced to see 

Princess Padmavati of Kanchi, and was charmed by her beauty. He sent his 

emissary to her father proposing marriage. The proposal was welcomed. 

The minister of Kanchi proceeded to Puri to finalise the arrangements for the 

wedding. That was the time of the car festival. It began with the king 

sweeping a part of the chariot where the deity was to be placed. This 

signified that even the king was a humble servant of the Lord. (The custom 

continues to this day, the scion of the Raj family of Puri performing the rite.) 

Sweeper-King (Chandal Raja) 

Unfortunately, the Kanchi minister saw in it an act unworthy of a king 

and advised the king of Kanchi not to make a sweeper-king his son-in-law. 

The king of Kanchi withdrew his consent to the marital proposal. The 

infuriated Purusottam Dev marched upon Kanchi, but returned defeated. He 

lay before Sri Jagannath for days, praying for victory or death! The Lord 

assured him, in his dream, that he would win on a second expedition, but 

with the appointment of new Senapati or commander-in –chief. Lord 

Jagannath advised King to look out for a house where a red flag will be flying 

on the roof top. Immediately in the morning, he send his troops to find out 

this particular house. As his dream suggested, the troops found out a house 

of a young man name Govinda Bhanja. Govinda Bhanjha was the son of 

Trilochan Bhanjha, the king of Kendujhar now known as Keonjhar. He had 

abandoned his Kingdom and was living in Puri as a common man. He went 

on to fight for King Purusottam Dev to avenge the King’s insult. This Govinda 

Bhanja plays a major role in bringing Maa to Ghatagoan, Keonjhar. 

Journey of Maa from Kanchi to 

Kalinga 

The journey of Kalinga soldiers 

started towards Kanchi (Vijayanagar) 

with Govinda Bhanjha as Senapati 

(Commander-in-chief). Suddenly in 

the forest of Vijayanagar, the horse 

of Govinda Bhanjha refused to move 

further. This created curiosity in the 

mind of Govinda Bhanjha. 
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He started enquiring among the tribes and was revealed that after 

Goddess Sita was kidnapped by demon Ravana, Lord  Rama and his 

younger brother Lord  Lakshmana started searching her. They searched in 

different parts of the forest. But they were not be able to find Sita. Finally 

Lord Rama thought to worship Goddess Durga in order to get the solution. 

He worshipped Her and Goddess Durga appeared before him. The goddess 

told Rama not to see her, otherwise she would become stone there. But Lord 

Rama was not able to control himself and saw her when she appeared 

before him. So the Goddess became stone there. Then Goddess told Lord 

Rama not to worry, she will appear and help him when he will remember her 

in mind. Then Lord Rama worshipped her there. The Goddess remained 

there in the name of ‘Tarini’. 

In the forest, Lord Rama only found some tribes, so he gave the 

responsibility of the worship of the Goddess to those tribes. From that day 

onwards, Maa Tarini is worshipped by the Tribal people. Maa Tarini is being 

worshipped there and without her acknowledgment, no one can defeat King 

of Kanchi. The famous war began and it was a very fierce battle between the 

Kanchi and Kalinga. God supported both sides. King of Kanchi was 

supported by Lord Ganesha and King Purusottam Dev was by Lord 

Jagannath. But as we all know, everything happens according to the 

Almighty. We can never know why, how, who won and who lost. May be, this 

is Maa ‘s desire to come to Keonjhar by this way. King Purusottam Dev won 

the war and Princess Padmavati came with King Purusottam Dev. King 

prayed Maa Tarini to come along with Lord Madammohan, Raghunathjew to 

Puri. Thus they came to Kalinga or Odisha. 

Journey of Maa from Puri to Ghatagoan (Keonjhar) 

That year King Trilochona Bhanja (King of Kedhujhar) died and 

Govinda Bhanja had to return to his kingdom. King Purusottam Dev wanted 

to give Govinda Bhanja something as he had helped him to avenge his insult 

and marrying Princess Padmavati. Govinda Bhanja wanted only one thing 

for himself. He wanted to bring Maa Tarini to his Kingdom. King Purusottam 

Dev agreed to this and asked him to ask Maa’s permission. Govinda Bhanja 

prayed Maa and Maa Tarini agreed with one condition that she will go with 

him as long as Govinda Bhanja doesn’t look back to see her. With this 

Condition, Maa went with Govinda Bhanjha to Kendujhar (Keonjhar). From 

Puri to Kendujhar, Maa’s horse hoof sounds were audible but on the 

outskirts of Kendujhar, due to the sand of River Baitarani which flows 

nearby, the sound of horse hoofs were not audible to Govinda Bhanja. He 

got scared that Maa stayed behind and he turned to look back to see. There 

and then Maa turned into stone. Govinda Bhanjha prayed Maa to forgive him 

but Maa said she has made the condition with him before coming. She would 

have to stay in the wild jungle and asked Govinda Bhanjha to worship in that 
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place. Till today, Maa Tarini is being worshipped in that place which is 

named afterwards Ghatagaon. It is now a major tourist attraction in Keonjhar 

district. 

Rites and rituals 

 The practice of Tantra is associated with all manifestations of Shakti 

throughout the Indian subcontinent. Utkal, a coastal Kingdom which was 

carved out of the former Kalinga is described to have many important 

shrines and areas for the practice of Tantra. As Maa Tarini is the 

embodiment of Shakti, her rituals are based upon Tantra. Maa is the 

presiding deity at this Sakti Pith Ghatagaon. 

Temple Management  

          In the year 1970, the management of the temple was taken over by 

the Govt. of Odisha and being manged through the Endowment by way of 

constituting a Board of non-hereditary-Trustees under the provisions of 

Odisha Hindu Religious Endowment (O.H.R.E.) Act. The Present temple was 

constructed in the year, 1980 by the-then Trust Board. 

Greatness of Maa Tarini 

It is believed by the devotees that if someone being in utter dismay  

worships sincerely Maa Tarini, She will come to the rescue of the devotee 

and no one will come back with empty hand. Maa would always fulfill the 

wishes of the devotees. 

Devotees believe that if one would 

worship the deity with devotion and 

offer a coconut, his prayer will definitely 

be fulfilled by Her. Collection boxes for 

coconuts can be seen at all big and 

small transport hubs in Odisha. As a 

matter of fact, you can hand over a 

coconut to any public transport vehicle 

in Odisha and rest assured that the 

coconut will reach Maa Tarini’s temple.  

The trust board of the temple has for the convenience of the devotees / 

pilgrims, provide safe drinking water, water reservoir for washing feet for 

entering the temple and a guest house for devotees / pilgrims for rest and 

night halt etc. 

Communication Network to Maa Tarini Temple at Ghatagaon, Keonjhar 

 

By Air :  Bhubaneswar, the capital city of Odisha is the only civil airport in 

the state connected to different parts of the country through regular flights. 

From Bhubaneswar very good road transport facility is available to reach the 

Temple of Maa.  
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By Rail : There is no direct train network to Maa's Temple but one can go up 

to Jajpur Road station and from they’re plenty of road transport facility 

available to reach Maa's temple.  

 

By Road : There is a good road network connecting Ghategaon to different 

places within the state. Anandpur, Jajpur and keonjhar are 3 nearly places to 

Ghatagaon. Regular Bus servises are availble from major cities of Odisha 

through out the day. Buses come from Cuttack, Bhubaneswar, Puri, 

Berhampur, Rourkela, Bhadrak, Balasore and other major places of Odisha 

to Ghatgaon. Taxi services are also available from all the cities of Odisha. 

 

BALUNKESWAR: (half km. from N.H.-

6) No less important is the shrine of 

Lord Balunkeswar built by King 

Laxminarayan Bhanja in 17th Century. 

The self established deity is found in a 

well designed abode along with niches 

for Lord Trivikram, Nrusingh, Kartikeya, 

Sri Rama, Hanumaan, Chandrasekhar, 

Radha-Krushna, Sarala in an 

atmosphere of champak trees. People 

of Saiva and Vaishnava gather during festivals. 

DEOGAON: (15km to Anandapur or 9km to 

Sailang Chowk on N.H.-215) The place is 

sanctified owing to the presence of a shrine 

dedicated to Lord Kushaleswar which was 

built in 900 AD. The temple on the bank of 

river Kusei is an indispensable holy centre 

during Siva Ratri and it marked Kosala country 

of the past. The temple is a precious and 

unique depository of finished sculptures of 

various religious faiths. The superb art pieces 

throw light on religious activities of Jainism, 

Buddhism, Vaishnavism, Saivism and Saktism. 

Even if it is a Saiva temple, it has accommodated a Mukti Mandap 

adorned with pictures of incarnations. The master pieces of sculpture include 

those of Avalokiteswar, Ekapaad Siva, Vishnu, Ganesh, Kartikeya, Nandi, 

Saiva guards and of jain Pantheon. 
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GUNDICHAGHAGI: (12km to 

Ghatagaon) With a series of attractive 

waterfalls, the Nature has decorated the forest 

as a silver garland. River Mudula descends 

here as a milk line to frame the spot as an 

alluring picnic spot. It has been appreciated by 

tourists coming to Ghatagaon. 

 

SANAGHAGARA: (5km to District Headquarters) 

Situated at the outskirts of Keonjhar town, this 

decent park has been developed    as an ideal 

picnic spot. Visitors enjoy the fall of 50 ft. high 

amid ever green forest along with children’s park, 

boating, rose garden, plant research and 

unparallel natural beauty.       

KANJIPANI: (30kms) The N.H-6 has taken 

few sharp  and steep curves flanked by 

dense   forest. The valley of high Altitude 

houses tribal people keeping everything 

cool and in deep silence. The winter 

temperature goes down zero degree while 

clouds touch the valley during the rainy 

season as natural wonder. 

KHANDADHAR: (60km) Splashing water 

like a huge silver screen, the tallest 

waterfall of the district (152mts) casts a 

spell over the beholder that Nature could 

possibly create such an enticing spectacle.  

 

 

HANDIBHANGA: (50km) Remarkable for its 

waterfall of 60 mt. high the site is tucked in deep 

forest cover. Picnickers find the spot ideal for 

spending time amid copious Nature to loose sight 

of stress and pollution. 
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SAREI: (50 km) Two holes on the bed of river 

Baitarani attract people to get bath and holy 

view of Lord Siva on its bank. The landscape 

provides an exiting framework for picnic and 

merry making. Brave people dare to enter in 

one hole to come out through the other to 

prove righteousness. 

 

RAJNAGAR: (27km)Nestled on the bank of river Baitarani, the small site 

unveils vestiges of a medieval palace. The destination is visited mostly for 

darshan of Lord Dadhibaman and Raghunath Math besides Chadhei kudoor 

a resting place of migratory birds.   

HADAGARH:(115 km) Raised on river Salandi, 

the dam encompasses a huge water source. It 

also accommodates a wild life sanctuary of 

elephants. A deer park adds beauty to the 

destination which is visited for picnic and 

communing with Nature.  

BARAHATIPIRA-(30km) Lord Nilakantheswar presides here a shrine on the 

hill top which is climbed up by 152 steps. The site is approachable from 

Ghatagaon, Harichandanpur and Dhenkikot. 

BHIMAKUNDA- (57km from Keonjhar). 

Named after the second Pandav, the spot 

attracts pilgrims and tourists for the 

gigantic gorge, Ashram, temple of 

Kundeswar, waterfall on river bed and 

unique natural beauty. Soon after the fall 

hits the bed, it goes under ground for 

4kms. Tribal people gather for observing 

TUSU festival, Makar sankranti and paying 

respect to their god ‘Maraamburu. 

PUTUGHAR AND TENTEINALI WATERFALLS- (60km from Keonjhar) 

Situated near Telkoi, these waterfalls attract picnickers and nature lovers. 

Exciting legends reveal that newly wedded couples throw beetle nuts for 

obtaining ornaments and alarming bells used to be heard on the outbreak of 

epidemics. One can meet and talk to tribal people on their life styles. 
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    Tenteinali                      Putughar   
 

 Other noted waterfalls which attracts tourists are Asurkhol, Kundapani 

water fall under Banspal Block. Gadgadi water fall near Village- Balaniposi 

under Harichandapur Block, Purunapani water fall in Tala Kadakala G.P 

under Banspal Block, Rakam water fall under Banspal Block, Jhilipani water 

fall under Banspal block, Mutapani water fall under Banspal Block Phulabali 

water fall under Joda Blcok. 

DHANAVENI : It is 20 K,Ms away from Keonjhar district headquarters under 

Harichandanpur Block is noted for Lord Dhaneswar temple. The temple is 

situated on the top of semi-circled rock of about 5000 Sq K.Ms length. Here 

a week long grand festival is held during “Makar Sankranti” every year. 

Visitors come to the spot through out the year. The Temple is believed to be 

constructed during the regime of King of Keondujhar, Gobinda Bhanja. 

CHAKRATIRTHA : Chakratirtha, coming under Hatadihi Block of the district 

is a beautiful serene picnic spot. A perennial water fall, a Shiv temple and 

ashram enhance the beauty of the spot. Visitors used to stay in the ashram 

at night to have chance to watch the movement of elephants from close 

proximity. Nearest place of stay for the visitors is Anandanpur. 

 

Chakratirtha 
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GADACHANDI : The place is famous for the temple of Goddess Chandi, 

coming under Hatadihi Block of the district established on the bank of 

perennial stream from nearby Boula mountains. Other attraction is trekking 

on the hill. 

 

Gadachandi 

PARAMESWAR TEMPLE OF PATNA : the temple is built on the bank of 

river- The Baitarani is another attraction for tourists. The devotees take bath 

is the holy river of Baitarani and have darshan of Lord Parameswar. So 

many other small temples are in the premises of the main temple. Though, 

the temple has been built in recent past, the sculpture seen in the temple is 

very attractive. The spot attracts many visitors throughout the year. 

 

Parameswar Temple 
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JHADESWAR TEMPLE : Right to the 

Anandapur Town, Jhadeswar temple is 

situated on the bank of the river- 

Baitarani, amidst scenic beauty where 

Lord Shiv is worshiped. Though the then 

King Trilochan Bhanj had built a mandap 

and engaged Pujaks for worshiping Lord 

Shiv. The mandap was damaged by flood 

and in the year 1850, King Gadadhar 

Bhanj re-built the mandap and 

subsequently,in the year, 1880, King 

Dhanurjay Bhanj had built a temple here, 

but when the temple got damaged in the 

flood of 1927, Chhotray Laxminarayana 

Bhanj had built the present temple. The 

spot continues to attract the visitors through out the year. 

RAGHUNATH JEW TEMPLE OF BIRGOBINDAPUR : Legendary 

Raghunath Jew temple is situated in the village- Biragobindapur of Gohira  

Panchayat under Ghasipura Block on the bank of the river- the  Baitarani, 

which is 7 K.Ms distance from Ghasipura. Lord Shree Ram, Goddess Sita 

and Laxman are worshiped here. Legend speak that after victory in Kanchi 

war,the King of Kendujhar Gobinda Bhanj carried Maa Tarini, Shree Madan 

Mohan with him from Kanchi and while returning to Kendujhar from Puri, on 

the way at Biragobindapur, the elephant on which Raghunath Jew sat did 

not move forward and sat down. The King built temple there for Lord 

Raghunath Jew. Bir Gobindpur is famous for this. 
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 Besides, there are so many other temples exists namely (i) 

Laxminarayana temple of Tukuna of Anandapur Block (ii) Gopal Jew temple 

of Anandapur Block (iii) Uttareswar temple of Anandapur Block (iv) Saileswar 

temple at sailing of Ghasipura Block (v) Balaunkeswar temple under 

Anandapur Block, (vi) Hatigumpha and Akhandalamani temple at Dhrupada 

at the outskirt of Keonjhar town (vii) Jogeswar temple of Sadar Block, 

Chandrasekhar temple at Bodapalsa under Sadar Block (viii) Pateswar 

temple at Suakati under Banspal Block (ix) Bana Mandira at Brahmannipal of 

Harichandanpur Block (x) Nilakantheswar temple at Barhatipura under 

Ghatagaon Block (xi) Sidheswar matha at Sarasinga at Jhumpura Block (xii) 

Biswanath temple at Dhenkikote (xiii) Akhandalamani temple at Palaspanga 

under Sadar Block (xiv) Kala Mahadev temple at Raisuan of Sadar Block 

(xv) Ram Mandir and Chandrasekhar temple at Champua, Hanuman temple 

at Barbil (xvi) Swapneswar temple at Khadikund under Jhumpura Block, 

Jhadeswar temple at Tangarbantala under Champua Block, Rupeswar 

Mahadev  temple at Rupakund, Kemundia of Unchabali Gram Panchayat 

under Champua Block, Rama Tirtha at Godhuli under Champua Block etc 

are the noted tourist sports. 
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GLOSSARY 

Abadhan Teachers of old-time village pathasalas 

Abwab Illegal cess 

Alata Red colour for staining the soles, used mostly by the 

ladies 

Anabadi Uncultivated land 

Ayurveda Hindu system of medicine 

Badi Local product (traditional product) through black gram 

which is a cottage industry in Keonjhar district 

Bagayat Garden, orchard 

Bahangi A piece of bamboo with strings from each end used 

across the shoulder for carrying loads 

Baje fasal Miscellaneous crops 

Beggar Employment of persons into compulsory service without 

remuneration; forced labour 

Bethi Labour which is not paid for 

Bhang Leaves of the intoxicating Indian hashis  

Bhogra land Home-farm-land of the village head granted for 

remuneration for his service 

Bhoodan Literally means a land gift; it refers to the bhoodan 

movement started by Acharya Binova Bhave, the 

Sarbodaya leader, for collection of land for the landless 

Bialy Autumn rice sown in May-June and harvested in August-

September  

Bidi An indigenous smoke; tobacco rolled in Kendu leaf 

Brahmottar Grants of land assigned for the support of Brahmins 

Bujharat  Explanation of the entries made by the Amins during 

field work in settlement operations by the Munsarims 

before attestation of the records by the Assistant 

Settlement Officer  

Chatashali An old time village school 

Chaupadi  A poetic metre in which a song or poem is composed in 

four couplets  

Chaura A raised mound or structure in which Tulasi plant (holy 

basil) is planted and worshipped by the Hindus 

Chharam Fourth grade soil 

Chita Drawings and paintings made on the walls or floors with 

rice paste 

Dalai Village headman 

Dalua Spring rice sown in November-December and harvested 

in March-April 

Dan  A gift 

Dandapata An administrative division in ancient Orissa consisting of 

a group of villages, or its head 
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Daskathia A party of two men who dramatise and sing epic or 

Puranic songs or episodes with the accompaniment of 

two wooden sticks (Kathi) as the only musical instrument 

Debottar Lands assigned for the worship of a deity; Endowed 

property 

Dehuri A priest of the tribal community  

Dhenki A wooden contrivance for husking paddy, etc. by 

pressing its end on foot 

Dofasali Double-cropped land. 

Ekadashi The eleventh day of the bright  

Ganja An intoxicating Indian hemp (Cannabis Sativa) 

Gini A mini cymbal 

Gira A lineal measure of old 

Gochar Pasture 

Godanda A passage for the cattle of the village, also used as 

pasture  

Gotra Lineage 

Gramadan Gift of a village; refers to the Gramadan Movement 

started by the late Binova Bhave, the Sarbodaya leader 

Grama Devati A village goddess 

Handia A sort of intoxicating drink prepared by fermenting boiled 

rice; rice beer 

Hat/Hata Rural market 

Jalashaya A reservoir of water; pond, tank, well, etc 

Jama Gross receipts; annual rent or revenue 

Jamabandi Rent-roll prepared / maintained  

Jani A tribal priest  

Jyotis Astrologer  

Kabuliyat A counter lease or agreement to abide by the terms of 

the tenure executed by the tenant in return for the lease 

granted to him by the landlord / counter part of the Patta 

granted by the landlord. 

Kanoongo A subordinate revenue official during Mughul/ Maratha 

period 

Kanyadan Giving a girl (the bride) away in marriage  

Kaunria Mesta 

Khanjani Tambourine; a small flat drum with skin covered on one 

side, the other side being open 

Khariff A crop season (Summer-Autumn) 

Khas Mahal Government estate 

Khatian  A detailed record of each tenancy; Record of Rights 

Kistiwar The first stage of detailed plotting of fields in settlement 

operation  
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Magan A kind of cess, forced contribution  

Mahajan Money lender 

Mahal The term is used for ‘estate’/ the tenure of a proprietor or 

intermediary  

Mal land Upland 

Malikana Ownership  

Mana A unit of land measurement roughly corresponding to 

one acre, also a measure of grain. 

Maufi Land granted by an ex-ruler or ex-zamindar free of 

assessment. 

Minha Lands granted free of rent for the site of a house or 

garden 

Mouza Revenue village 

Mujukuri Land for which the rent was realized directly by the 

landlord or the chief  

Mulia Day labourer  

Muktab Literally a writing place, a Muslim school 

Nij-chas Land cultivated by the proprietor or proprietary tenure 

holder, but which is not true sir (i.e., proprietor’s private 

land)  

Nirbandha  A sacred agreement for the marriage made before a 

deity by the parents / guardians of the bride and the 

bridegroom. 

Niskar Jagir Revenue-free land or village given on service tenure  

Padika A pole of fixed length for land measurement  

Paik The landed militia of Odisha 

Pakhal Boiled rice soaked in cold water 

Palki Palanquin  

Pargana A term denoting an area of tract of land constituting a 

fiscal division of the Mughal period  

Parwana Summons 

Pathashala A village school 

Patta A lease given to a raiyat, embodying the terms of his 

tenure  

Pirh / Pira A Muslim saint worshipped after his death 

Pirh (Pidh) A group of villages  

Padhan / 

Pradhan 

The headman of the village 

Rabi Spring crop (Autumn-Spring) 

Rafa / Rapha Amicable settlement of dispute 

Raiyat / Ryot An occupancy tenant  

Rasad Obligatory supply of provisions, food etc., by the people 

during a Raja’s or his officers’ tour. 
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Sahukar A money-lender 

Salami Cash or premium paid to a landlord by the purchaser of 

a holding  

Sharad Winter rice sown in June-July and reaped in November-

January 

Sharbarakar A village headman appointed for collecting land revenue 

for a village or a group of villages in a Government 

estate. In many cases the Sarbarakars had become 

proprietary tenure holders 

Sardar  The headman of a group of persons; the headman of a 

caste; the headman of a village 

Shalua  Contrivance made by weaving split bamboos for 

catching fish 

Shradha Paying oblation to ancestors 

Sikhar Mountain summit 

Smasan Cremation ground 

Taccavi An agricultural loan advanced by the Government to 

needy cultivators for carrying on agricultural operations  

Taila Reclaimed forest land 

Tadi A country wine; fermented juice of the palm tree 

Tulasi The holy basil plant 

Tusu Name of a tribal festival  

Upanayan  Sacred thread ceremony  

Wadi Orchard 
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Glossary of Vernacular and Botanical Names of the 

Common Trees, Shrubs etc.  
 

Local Name Botanical Name 

Achuu 

Amba 

Ambada 

Ambansia 

Ankual 

Arjuna 

Antia 

Asan 

Asoka 

Aswastha 

Anantamul 

Atundi 

Amla 

Ata 

Babul 

Baghai 

Bahada 

Baidanka 

Bandhan 

Barun 

Bhata 

Barabakulia 

Bara 

Baula 

Bela 

Bija 

Borkuli 

Behanta 

Barada 

Bichhuati 

Bhurkunda 

Bhendia mardan 

Bhuin Kuruma 

Char 

Champa 

Chauli 

Chakunda 

Chandan 

Chhatiana 

Chadeigudi 

Morinda tinctoria  

Mangifera indica  

Spondias mangifera 

Bauhinia racemosa 

Algangium lamarkii 

Terminalia arjuna  

Helicteres  ixora  

Terminalia alata 

Saraca indica  

Ficus religiosa 

Hemidesmus indica 

Combretum decandrum  

Emblica officinalis 

Anona squamosa 

Acacia nilotica  

Pollinidium binatum 

Terminalia belerica 

Macuna pruriens 

Ougeinia ojeinensis 

Crataeva religiosa 

Euginea operculata  

Dalbergia paniculata 

Ficus bengalensis 

Manilkera hexandra 

Aegle marmelos 

Pterocarpus marsupium  

Zizyphus jujuba 

Limonta accidissima 

Lassdrema  returum 

Tragia involucrata 

Hymenodictyon excelsum 

Sterculia urens 

Ixora parviflora 

Buchanania lanzen (latifolia) 

Michelia champaca 

Elaeodendron glaucum 

Cassia siamea 

Santalum album 

Alstonia scholaris 

Vitex penduncularis 
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Devdaru 

Damkurud 

Dhaman 

Dhauranja 

Dhaura 

Dimiri 

Oalsingha 

Dudukurum  

Exksira 

Gambhari 

Gangasiuli 

Ghantol 

Charkhari 

Gohira 

Ganiari 

Giringa 

Gaukuli 

Ghodalenja 

Gandha palas 

Gilo 

Hariyankuli 

Harida 

Halanda 

Jamu 

 Jautha 

Jayasandha 

Koim 

Kasi 

Kaitha 

Karada 

Karanja 

Kapasia 

Kangara 

Katakal 

Kadamba 

Kanchan 

Kenkar 

Kalchua 

Kanteikoli 

Kamalagundi 

Khuruda 

Kansa 

Khair 

Polyalthia longifolia 

Gardenia latifolia 

Grewia  tillaefolia 

Holoptelia integrifolia 

Anogeisus latifolia 

Ficus glomerata 

Canthium didymum 

Wrightia tomemtosa 

Schrebra swienteniodes 

Gmelina arborea 

Nyctanthes arboristis 

Zizyphus xylopyra  

Acacia lenticularis 

Acacia leucophloea 

Cochlosperum gossypium 

Pterosperum heyneamum 

Maba buxifolia 

Albizzia stipulata  

Miliusa velutina 

Entada scandens 

Muraya exotica  

Terminalia chebula  

Adina cordifolia 

Syzigium cumuni 

Artocarpus lakoocha  

Litsia sebifera 

Mitragyna parviflora  

Bridelia retusa  

Feronia elephantum 

Cleistanthus collinus 

Pongamia pinnata 

Kydia calycina  

Xylia xylocarpa 

Strychnos potatorum 

Anthocephalus cadamba 

Bauhinia purpurea 

Garuga pinnata 

Glochidion lanceolarium 

 Zizyphus coenophlia  

Mallotus philippinensis 

Gardenia tugida 

Hymenodisyon  excelsum  

Acacia catechu 



331 

Kusum 

Kendu 

Koinya(Tentuli) 

Kochila 

Kumbhi 

Kodal 

Kurei 

Kalicha 

Khakada 

Limboo (Neem) 

Udho 

Mahalimbu 

Mahul 

Moi 

Mankad kendu 

Maradnai 

Mandika 

Muturi 

Nua-palash 

Nageswar 

Nun-nunia 

Oau 

Panas 

Panigambharia 

Panikusum 

Phasi 

Phanphana 

Panikodal 

Paldhua 

Patuli 

Palash 

Pitajamu 

Pitaalu 

Rai 

Ritha 

Sabai (Panasi) 

Sal (Sargi, Surjam) 

Saguan 

Sahada 

Salara (Mahana) 

Sajana (Muniga) 

SARAP (SALAP) 

Sisoo 

 Schleichera oleosa 

Diospyros melanoxylon 

Tamarindus indica 

Strychnos nux-vomica 

Careya arborea 

Stercuia  villosa 

Hollorhena antidysentrica 

Diospyros sylvatica 

Casearia tomentosa 

Azadirachta  indica 

Symplococos racemosa 

Ailanthus excelsa 

Madhuca indica 

Lannea coromondelica 

Diospyros peregrina 

Milletia auriculata 

Walsura pisicida 

Smilax macrophylla 

Butea superba 

Mesua ferrea  

Embelia robusta 

Dillenia indica 

Artocarpus heterophyllus 

(integrifolia) 

Trewia nudiflora 

Heynea trijuga  

Anogeisus acuminata 

Oroxylum  indicum 

Sterculia culotata 

Erythrina indica 

Stereospermum suavellens 

Butea monosperma 

Eugenia heyneana  

Dioscorea bulbifera 

Dillenia pentagyna 

Sapindus emarginatus  

Ischaemum  angustifolium  

Shorea robusta 

Tectona grandis 

 Streblus asper  

Randia dumetorum 

Moringa oleifera 

Caryota  urens  
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Sisoo (Bali Sisoo) 

Suam (Rohini) 

Sunari 

Siris (Tinia, Kala) 

Sidha 

Simili 

Sidhu 

Siali (Nai) 

Salai 

Satabari 

Telkor (Tilok) 

Tal 

Tentela (Siris-

Dhala) 

Toon 

Dalbergia sissoo 

Dalbergia latifolia 

Soyamida febrifuga  

Cassia fistula 

Albizzia lebbek 

Lagerstroemia parviflora 

Bombax ceiba  

Euphorbia nivulia 

Bauhinia vahli 

Boswellia serrata 

Asparagus racemosus 

Randia uliginosa 

Borassus  flabellifer  

Albizzia procerra 

Toona ciliata 
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Bauxite, 11, 15, 20 
Biju Patnaik, 285 
BKSS, ix, 268 
Bonai, 2, 5, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 

130, 213, 222 
BSNL, 162, 163, 164, 323 

C 

Caste and Tribes, vi 
Cattle Breeding, 118 
Chakratirtha, 6, 319 
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Chandi, 320 
Chandnadars, 203 
Chikungunya, 272, 273 
China clay, 21, 124 
Chirole Raiyat, 202 
Chromite, 11, 15, 18, 20, 130 
Constitution of India, 3, 181, 185, 226, 

246, 251, 296 
Cooperative Credit, vii, 144 
Court Office, 217 

D 

D.N.High School, 261 
Danguaposi, 13 
Deciduous Forest, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 

30, 31 
Dengue, 231, 272 
Deogaon, 8, 154, 155, 193, 240, 262 

F 

Fairs and Festivals, 95 
Fever, 271 
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Filariasis, 272, 273 
Fire Services, 217 
Fisheries, vi, 120, 121, 323 
Flood, 115, 122 

G 

Gabbro, 11, 12, 13 
Gadachandi, 39, 68, 69, 154, 193, 245, 

320 
Gharpurni, 202 
Ghatgaon, 3, 10, 26, 29, 61, 62, 64, 98, 

101, 132, 157, 190, 206, 216, 217, 
243, 244, 257, 282, 310, 316 

Gold, 15, 20, 124 
Gonasika, 5, 6, 8, 11, 26, 29, 33, 69, 86, 

88, 89, 90, 97, 101, 114, 135, 153, 
191, 244, 284 

Gorumahisani, 11, 12, 13 

H 

Hadgarh, 38, 39, 193, 310 
Handibhanga, 10, 188, 239 
Handloom, 132, 133 
Hi-Tech Survey, 58, 207, 210 
HIV/AIDS, 275 
Horticulture, 110, 323 
Hudhud, 123 

I 

Indian National Congress, xii, 57, 292, 
293, 294, 295, 296, 297, 298, 299, 
300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 307 

Iron Ore, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 23, 125, 
126, 131, 180 

J 

Japanese Encephalitis, 273 
Jharkhand Party, xii, 294, 299 
Joda, 3, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 28, 

60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 89, 98, 101, 102, 
103, 104, 114, 124, 125, 126, 128, 
130, 131, 132, 135, 143, 152, 153, 
156, 157, 158, 159, 162, 163, 180, 
185, 186, 188, 206, 214, 216, 217, 
218, 234, 235, 236, 238, 243, 260, 
263,265, 278, 319, 323 

Juang, xii, 18, 28, 33, 57, 58, 66, 76, 85, 
86, 87, 88, 90, 91, 96, 181, 182, 194, 
195, 203, 213, 309, 323 

K 

Kanjahari, 9, 10 
Kanjhari, 8, 9, 116, 189 
Kanjipani, 26, 32, 33, 35, 36, 41, 58, 62, 

91, 150, 153, 191, 206, 216, 218 
Karo, 9, 16, 26, 27, 28, 30, 33, 34, 35, 

120, 218 
Kenduleaf, 40 
Khandadhar, 5, 244, 267 
Kolhan, 11, 14, 22 
Kukurkata, 8 
Kusei, 8, 10, 34, 41, 116, 120, 316 
Kyanite, 15, 21 

L 

Lakhraj, 196, 197, 198, 199 
Land Reforms, vii, 208 

M 

Maa Tarini, 135, 191, 244, 311, 313, 
314, 315, 321 

Madhuca, 27, 32, 34, 331 
Mahal raiyat, 202 
Maize, 88, 104, 106, 107, 108, 146, 172 
Malaria, xi, 87, 231, 271 
Manganese, 11, 13, 15, 19, 124, 125, 

130, 180 
Maternal Health, 282 
metamorphic, 23, 29 
Mukhya Mantri Sadak Yojana, 156 
Musal, 9, 116, 192 
Mustard, 88, 104, 107, 108, 146, 172, 

173 

N 

Natural calamities, 122 
Newer Dolerite, 11, 13, 22 

P 

Paddy, 88, 104, 106, 107, 108, 109, 123, 
129, 146, 179, 192 

Paper Mache, 129 
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Patna, 3, 7, 8, 10, 26, 32, 33, 40, 54, 57, 
60, 63, 64, 88, 103, 132, 143, 149, 
153, 154, 157, 158, 163, 185, 189, 
190, 192, 202, 203, 206, 216, 217, 
238, 245, 273, 300, 301, 303, 304, 
306, 307, 308 

Peninsular Valley, 25, 26, 27 
Phailin, 123 

R 

Remal, 8, 10, 116 
Revenue Administration, 186, 204, 206 
Rocks, 11, 22 

S 

Salandi, 9, 10, 38, 39, 116, 117, 120, 
193, 308, 318 

Samakoi, 9, 26, 29, 34, 120, 191 
Sanaghagara, 8, 191, 244 
Sanskrit College, 261 
Scheduled caste, 74, 75 
Seeds, 108 
Sikalkar, 73 
Sikshya Sahayoga Yojana, 133 
Soil Conservation, 104, 105 
Soil Erosion, vi, 32, 104 
Speed post, 161 
Sugarcane, 104, 107 
Sunflower, 104, 107, 173 

T 

Tanki, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200 

Telephone, 162, 163 
Town Planning, viii, 235, 236 
Tuberculosis, xi, xvi, 273, 280 

U 

University, viii, 259 

V 

Vaccination, viii, 280 
Vanadiferrous, 20 
Vanadiferrous Magnetite, 20 
Vigilance Administration, 219 
Vigilance Court, 219 

W 

Wages, 136, 173, 174, 175, 176 
Weavers, xvi, 133, 134 
Wheat, 88, 106, 107, 108, 172, 173 
Wildlife Sanctuary, 38, 39 

Y 

Yaws, 271, 273 

Z 

Zamindari, 5, 196, 197, 200 
Zilla Parishad, viii, 3, 185, 237, 252 
Zilla Swasthya Samiti, 280 
ZKSS, xviii, 268 
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