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PREFACE 

 

The Gazetteer is an authoritative document that describes a District in 

all its hues– the economy, society, political and administrative setup, its 

history, geography, climate and natural phenomena, biodiversity and natural 

resource endowments. It highlights key developments over time in all such 

facets, whilst serving as a placeholder for the timelessness of its unique 

culture and ethos. It permits viewing a District beyond the prismatic image of 

a geographical or administrative unit, since the Gazetteer holistically 

captures its socio-cultural diversity, traditions, and practices, the creative 

contributions and industriousness of its peoples and luminaries, and builds 

on the economic, commercial and social interplay with the rest of the State 

and the country at large. The document which is a centrepiece of the District 

is developed and brought out by the State administration with the 

cooperation and contributions of all concerned. Its purpose is to generate 

awareness, public consciousness, spirit of cooperation, pride in contribution 

to the development of a District, and to serve multifarious interests and 

address concerns of the people of a District and others in any way 

concerned.  

Historically, the ―Imperial Gazetteers‖ were prepared by Colonial 

administrators for the six Districts of the then Orissa, namely, Angul, 

Balasore, Cuttack, Koraput, Puri, and Sambalpur. After Independence, the 

Scheme for compilation of District Gazetteers devolved from the Central 

Sector to the State Sector in 1957. Within the State, the responsibility for 

developing the Gazetteers was transferred from the Revenue Department to 

the Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA) in 1999.  In this process, 

the ―District Gazetteers‖ of all thirteen Districts were published as follows: 

Koraput/1966 (Supplement/1984), Mayurbhanj/1967, Bolangir/1968, 

Sambalpur/1971, Dhenkanal/1972, Sundargarh/1975, Puri/1977, Kalahandi/ 

1980, Boudh-Khondmal/1983, Keonjhar/1986, Balasore/1994, Ganjam/1995 

and Cuttack/1992. The Gazetteers of Balasore/1994, Ganjam/1995 and 

Cuttack/1992, however, could not capture the implications of the 

reorganisation of these Districts. Though 10 out of 13 Districts had been 

reorganised into 27 and the total number of Districts in the State had gone 

up to 30, the reality remained to be captured in the District‘s Gazetteers.  

Be it so, the time is now ripe to build on the rich cache of Gazetteers 

available across the Districts in Odisha, and to develop updated documents 

that capture the essence of each District as it exists today. The Districts 

have evolved over the last few decades as a result of various natural 

phenomena and unforeseen forces, besides a slew of economic and social 

sector reforms undertaken at the National, State and local levels in the last 
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couple of decades. The resulting impacts have been more cataclysmic in 

some Districts than others, which are reflective of the complex dynamics at 

work which determine a District‘s state of preparedness and receptivity to 

change or its absorptive capacity. This diversity in impacts across Districts is 

now captured both in measurable parameters and non-measurable 

underlying trends and perceptions in the updated District Gazetteers.  

Besides catching up with the developments in each of the thirty Districts 

and the environs, it was felt opportune to capture the major shifts in areas 

and issues of priority and concern across the districts by suitably 

restructuring the document, to recount the post-Independence events in brief 

for their historic value and evolutionary impact on the District, and to bridge 

an important lacuna, viz. incorporating the role played by freedom fighters 

from each District in India‘s Independence, which was sparingly mentioned 

in the Gazetteers initially prepared by colonial administrators. Though the 

updated Gazetteers draw heavily on the past Gazetteers of thirteen 

undivided Districts, the documents were also restructured to provide for 

elimination, modification and insertion of some issues in discussion with the 

Consulting Editors and District Administration in order to present a 

comprehensive and contemporaneous picture of the Districts. 

The task of developing and updating the Gazetteers for the present 30 

Districts was initiated in the first week of May 2015. Procedurally, a series of 

time-bound initiatives taken since then, were bed-rocked on the complete 

and continuous involvement of the District Collector and heads of concerned 

line departments at the district level in the coverage of issues and 

developments over time, coupled with specific participation of a number of 

scholars and experts, including some senior serving and retired civil 

servants. A standardised synopsis of the District Gazetteer was prepared by 

GAA to assist in the development of the initial drafts by each District 

Administration taking on board the locally available experts and District 

Heads of the Line Departments. For this exercise, a Committee was 

constituted by GAA under the District Collector to steer the development of 

the initial draft for the respective District. A number of Sub-Committees 

comprising of officials and experts were also constituted, again at District 

level, for drafting specific and thematic chapters. The initial drafts prepared 

by the District Administration were received by GAA starting in August 2015. 

After in-house scrutiny of these drafts, detailed comments and suggestions 

for bridging information gaps were sent by GAA to enable suitable revisions 

by the District Administration. A process of continuous monitoring of the 

development of the next stage of drafts was followed, and the second drafts 

were received by GAA by the end of October 2015. This revised draft 

Gazetteer of each District was then placed for scrutiny at two levels– the first 

by the public at large by hosting the drafts at the website of GAA 
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(gopabandhuacademy.gov.in), and the second by a set of 30 Experts, one 

for each District designated as Consulting Editor.  

Simultaneously, Government in General Administration Department 

(GAD) with the approval of Hon‘ble Chief Minister reconstituted the State 

Advisory Committee (SAC) and State Working Committee (SWC) on 

Gazetteers vide Notification No. 23473 dated 26 September, 2015. The SAC 

continues to be headed by Chief Secretary, Government of Odisha. The 

SWC hereafter was to be chaired by the Director General, GAA, who had 

also been notified as the ex-officio Chief Editor of Gazetteers besides being 

granted functional freedom to prepare and publish the Gazetteers. A series 

of meetings were held by DG, GAA with the Consulting Editors appointed for 

refinement of the drafts prepared at the District level to discuss the to ensure 

accuracy and coherence, quality and content. The Consulting Editors also 

visited the respective Districts regularly to interact with senior officials, 

governmental and non-governmental organisations and persons concerned 

with the preparation of the initial two drafts. The drafts reviewed by DG, 

GAA, with the Consulting Editors were forwarded to the District Collectors for 

authentication of content and further improvements in quality, wherever felt 

necessary. 

The final round of discussions with the Consulting Editors was held in 

GAA in February through till April 2016, and the draft Gazetteers, finalised at 

this stage again in consultation with the District Collectors, were placed 

before the SWC.  Drafts recommended by it were placed before the SAC for 

approval. 

Nuapada district emerged after its separation from Kalahandi district in 

1993. The previous district gazetteer of undivided Kalahandi district had 

been published in August, 1980. Considering the changes in the last 36 

years the emergence of Nuapada as a separate district, it was necessary to 

develop a new gazetteer that could capture the latest ground realities in 

addition to its share past with the present Kalahandi district. 

Md. Saddique Alam, IAS, Collector, his team of officers and the local 

experts have worked from the bottom of their hearts to prepare the initial 

draft gazetter. I thank them all for their concerted effort. 

Dr. Fanindam Deo, leading light of Nuapada district accepted the 

challenging assignment to be the Consulting Editor and complete the fine 

tuning work within a limited time frame. I convey my sincere gratitude to him 

for his commendable achievement. 

Special thanks are due to Shri Bishnupada Sethi, IAS for going through 

the draft and making useful suggestions for further improvement. My thanks 

are also due to Dr. Basudev Sunani, Principal, VOTI, Bhubaneswar. 
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I convey my sincere gratitude to the members of the State Working 

Committee and State Advisory Committee for their valuable inputs and 

advice. I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the contribution of 

my friends and colleagues in the State Administration and particularly those 

at GAA, namely Dr. Rabi Narayan Patra, Deputy Director (Studies), Shri 

Subrat Kuanr, Research Officer, Dr. Rabindra Kumar Swain, Compiler and 

Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat, Deputy Director (Training). 

Finally, despite optimum efforts to plug the obvious limitations and 

lacunae in the Gazetteer, factual deficiencies, misspellings and grammatical 

errors would be found. The responsibility for all its shortcomings doubtless 

remains mine. With an eye to the future, I urge all readers, including 

thematic experts, young scholars, and luminaries, to offer their valuable 

suggestions for improving the quality and contents of the document for the 

next edition with the passage of time. 

I would like to thank the people of the District of Nuapada for their 

contributions over time to the making of the District as we now know it, and 

commend this document to them and to other stakeholders in the State and 

elsewhere.  

  

 

  

Dr. Taradatt, IAS 
Chief Editor, Gazetteers & 

Director General, GAA 
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NOTE FROM THE CONSULTING EDITOR 

 

The kind of purposes ―Gazetteering‖ served as a colonial administrative 

and anthropological engagement, is premised on certain assumptions, and 

when looked from the standpoint of post-colonial independent India, the 

assumptions morph into glaring evidence in the sense that, the colonial 

masters worked out extensively churning out volumes of Gazetteers just to 

put on record the experience of the masters over the subjects, to 

anthropologise various tribes and castes, in order to administer unhindered 

to legitimise the whiteman‘s burden, to script fragmented distorted history of 

the people and so on. But ―gazettering‖ or for that matter preparing district 

gazetteer in independent India is not to harp on what has been left off by the 

colonial masters. On the contrary, it is continuously evolving as well as 

periodic exercise in putting forth the collective experience and aspirations of 

the people in order to realise where we stand today and to map out a better 

future. Therefore, gazetteer such as District Gazetteer, Nuapada carries 

distinct signature of the concerted collective efforts of the representatives of 

politico-administrative-societal collectives. However, we deemed it 

appropriate neither to rewrite the reports submitted by various departments/ 

office/ committees nor to mask the documentational inadequacies.  

The present Napata district comprises exactly the ex-Zamindari area of 

Khariar. On 1
st
 April, 1936, on the formation of Orissa Province, Khariar, an 

Odia speaking Zamindari of Central Provinces was transferred to Odisha 

and was placed under Sambalpur district as Khariar sub-division with head 

quarters at Nawapara-Tanwat. On 1
st
 November 1949 Nawapara Sub-

division was taken out of Sambalpur and added to newly constituted district 

of Kalahandi. On 1
st
 April, 1993 Nawapara sub-division of Kalahandi was 

declared as separate district and renamed Nuapada. 

The ex-Zamindari of Khariar has no separate Gazetteer. It has found a 

small place in the Imperial Gazetteer of India, the Central Provinces 

Gazetteers, Odisha District Gazetteers, Kalahandi and H.B. Impey‘s  ―1863, 

Notes on Gurjats of Patna‖. Late Durga Prasad Tripathy made the first 

attempt at writing a full Gazetteer for Nawapara Sub-division and completed 

the type copy in 1948. We are lucky to recover it from the Achieves, 

Department of History, Sambalpur University. It has been incorporated as 

supplement at the end of the Gazetteer. 

All above available records have been utilised to enrich this first District 

Gazetteer of Nuapada. In addition to printed books, articles and archival 

records have been useful source for us.    
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We have also incorporated customs, traditions, folklores collected from 

Oral narratives of adivasis, community leaders and elderly persons. 

We have also included index, glossary of non-English words and terms 

used in the gazetteer, photographs of important sites and maps (forest, 

mineral, tourism and administrative) of the district. 

The help of many persons, institutions and organisations was of 

immense value to me in compiling and editing this gazetteer. It is not 

possible to mention all of them here. However, I acknowledge those who 

were helpful in some very special way.  

I take this opportunity to thank Dr. Taradatt, IAS, Director General, 

Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Government of Odisha, 

Bhubaneswar for his faith reposed in me as the consulting editor of Nuapada 

Gazetteer. He has extended whole hearted help and provided guidelines in 

strengthening the work from time to time. I am indebted to the Deputy 

Director Studies and staff members of Gopabandhu Academy for the logistic 

support and hospitality during review meetings. I would like to place on 

record my sincere thanks to Sri Sanjib Hota, IAS, for his suggestions.  

I thank Sri Lohitakshya Joshi, Lecturer in English, Vocational College, 

Kantabaji and Mr. Samuel Dani, Lecturer in English, Biju Patnaik College, 

Boden for their full co-operation in reducing my burden in arranging and 

editing the chapters. 

My thanks are due to the Collector and District Magistrate, Nuapada, 

the Additional District Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police, the Project 

Director, DRDA, the Sub-Collector, Nuapada for their support and co-

operation in providing information, statistics and other relevant materials for 

the compilation of the gazetteer. I am also thankful to the District Planning 

Officer, the District Statistical Officer, the District Regional Transport Officer 

and their staff members for providing latest plan and information on the 

district. 

We acknowledge thanks to the chairpersons and members of District 

level sub-committees for the ground work of their respective chapters. 

Sincere thanks to Jitamitra Singh Deo, Khariar, for his co-operation in 

enriching history chapter by supplying rare photographs and records. 

Sincere thanks are due to Dr. Biswajit Pradhan, Prof. of History, Sambalpur 

University for allowing us to take digital photograph of archival record of the   

―Proposed Gazetteer of Nawapara Sub-division‖ by D.P.Tripathy. We are 

thankful to Sri Girish Manik, Ranjan Photo Studio, Nuapada and Bibhu 

Prasad Mishra for the pain they took to visit Burla and take the digital photos. 

We acknowledge thanks to Abani Mohan Panigrahi, Secretary Lokdrusti, 
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Khariar and Mr. Manik, Nuapada; they gladly provided some of the 

photographs for the gazetteer. 

We are beholden to the adivasis, community leaders and researcher 

who willingly rendered and narrated their oral history, tradition, custom and 

practices for the use of the district gazetteer. With their laudable inputs and 

contributions and generous inputs this gazetteer has flourished. 

I personally thank Raj Kumar Hans of Lokadrusti College of Advanced 

Technology for having typed out the draft copy of the gazetteer. 

Lastly, I would like to thank all of them who indirectly supported me. 

 
Fanindam Deo 

Khariar, Nuapada, Odisha 
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CHAPTER - I 

GENERAL 

 

A Brief Historical, Political, Social, Cultural and Geo-Physical 

Introduction of the District 

Nuapada district of Odisha with its abundant forest resources, plentiful 

fertile soil and water resources nurtured the societies of food gatherers and 

hunters and settled agricultural societies side by side from early historical 

period. It has been the abode of natural teak. The natural terrain and 

conditions allowed numerous niches in which food gatherers and hunters 

have thrived from stone ages till today. The paintings on the walls of cave at 

Jogimath near Khariar remind us the creative expressions of Stone Age 

people. The river valleys of Jonk, Udanti, and Indra-Sunder with favourable 

conditions allowed some agricultural societies to settle down for cultivation. 

Settled cultivation led to surplus generation which paved the way for the 

formation of chiefdoms and growth of civilisation with minimal links with 

hunter – gatherers. In the second stage, the formation of prosperous 

civilisation areas of Jonk, Indra–Sunder, and Udanti valleys and evolution of 

early estate began to bring in the hunter-gatherer into surplus generation 

processes on a large scale by propagating settled cultivation. The chiefs of 

the chiefdoms came from the hunter gatherers, settled cultivators and from 

outside. The formation of early state with administrative wings needed 

further surplus. To justify their surplus appropriation and to legitimise their 

newly acquired position as chiefs and formation of administrative wing, they 

had to invite peasants and artisans from outside because food gatherers and 

hunters with low level of agricultural technology could not generate 

comparable surplus. The immigration of peasants and artisans from outside 

into the domain of food gatherers and hunters had far reaching 

repercussions: it generated greater agricultural surplus for the chiefs and 

their associates than the hunter- gatherers could, it helped in the diffusion of 

agricultural technology among huntergatherers and resulted in cultural 

borrowing between the various groups. 

The process of diffusion, acculturation and assimilation in Nuapada 

district is not a one way flow from settled agricultural society to the hunter–

gatherer society alone. In this district, where the proportion of hunter- 

gatherer adivasis was very high, the incoming non-adivasis accepted much 

from the aborigines in their day to day life. At the same time we come across 

evidence of different chiefs and adivasi groups aspiring to achieve Kshatriya 

status over a historical period in Nuapada‘s history. So these were multiple, 

simultaneous process of ―tribalisation‖ and kshatriyaisation‖ and formation of 
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local kingdoms and growth of urban civilisation in the early historical period 

of Nuapada district. It intensified the process of social satisfaction, and with 

the appearance of various levels of intermediaries, the system began to 

become more complex. 

Good agricultural production helped in the development of prosperous 

villages and towns. Perhaps this attracted Buddhists and Jains who 

established their centres in this area. How these centres were destroyed is 

still to be explained. Due to lack of proper archaeological excavation and 

analysis of this area, there is a paucity of evidence. However, interestingly 

most of the ruins are found in the forest and hilltops, in the areas inhabited 

by adivasis. Maraguda valley, Manik garh, Jumla garh are situated 18 

kilometres to 25 kilometres away from the district headquarters of Nuapada. 

These places are still not properly connected by all-weather road and about 

90 per cent of the inhabitants are adivasis. Not that the adivasis had no 

capacity to build forts; only the adivasi mode of production could not sustain 

a kingdom and establish big fort and town. By adivasi mode of production, 

we mean here podu, jhum or shifting cultivation. Such mode of production 

could not generate adequate surplus to sustain a kingdom. The production 

of surpluses was a precondition for existence of the estate. Information 

regarding the adivasis of these area and their relations with non adivasis in 

the early period is very scanty. But it is clear from the above information that 

the non-adivasis entered this area since long. 

The hill ranges of the district are a part of the Eastern Ghats which shift 

its position in the far-flung plateau with plentiful fertile soil, perennial water 

streams and water heads. In early decades of 20
th
 century Rev.Emil Menzel 

described the mountains of Nuapada district (Khariar Zamindari) as ―deep 

blue colour that speaks of friendliness and sincerity: they are not mountains 

like Himalayas which overawe you with tremendous mass, nor are they 

hungry looking mountains like the Ozarka, nor business-like mountains with 

even tops like the Appalachians, nor symbols of barrenness like the 

Palestinian hills. They are romantic mountains just high enough to make you 

feel cosy in their lap, with just forest enough to soften them and rock enough 

to give them character and save them from being merely sentimental. The 

outline curves by the hills, without breaking the cosy circle are so graceful 

and varied that they remind you of the Greek‘s contribution to art.‖
1 

Origin and Evolution of the Name of the District 

On 1
st
 April, 1993 Nuapada sub-division of Kalahandi district was 

transformed into a separate district assuming the nomenclature of Nuapada 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1
 Melick E.M. ―The Evangelical Synod in India‖, refered in Orissa District Gazetteers Kalahandi,  

p- 9 
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district. The birth, the evolution and the journey of Nawapara to Nuapada 

has a long social, political, historical, administrative and linguistic history. To 

be brief, Tannote estate (the present Nuapada district) in c. 1610   C.E. was 

created when Gopal Rai the younger brother of the Raja of Patna (Bolangir) 

got three garhs i.e. Goragarh, Kholagarh and Komnagarh, as his share
2
. To 

these, he added the present Khariar area, which he had received as dowry 

from his father-in law, the raja of Jeypur
3
 (Koraput). The genealogical chart 

of Chouhans of Patna mentions the early descendants of Gopal Rai as 

Tannote branch. During 1610 to 1800C.E. the land grants such as 

brahmotter, debbotter, babuan were introduced in the plains of the estate 

and Komnagarh was made the capital. The Bhonslas of Nagpur and Pindari 

incursion increased in 17
th
 century. The Bhonslas started extracting 

exorbitant annual takoli from Komnagarh. The ruler of Komnagarh failed to 

pay; therefore he was taken as prisoner by the Bhonslas between1800 to 

1818. In 1818 the Bhonsla raja of Nagpur was deposed by the East India 

Company. Komna – Khadial, estate which was under the Bhonslas at that 

time, was ceded by the Bhonsla Raja to the East India Company.  Ratan 

Singh Deo, the ruler of Komna- Khadial was released by the East India 

Company and recognised as Khadial raja. Ratan Singh Deo shifted his 

capital from Komnagarh to Khadial.  

The East India Company in 1826 recognised the area as Khurriar and 

later as Khariar estate and placed it under Chotanagpur division up to 1861. 

Then for one year, it was under Cuttack Tributary Mahals. In 1862, along 

with Sambalpur and Patna, Khariar estate was transferred to the Central 

Provinces. In 1863, the colonial rulers reduced the raja of Khariar to a 

revenue collecting Zamindar or sadar lambardar.  

Khariar Zamindari remained under the Central Provinces till 1936. On 

linguistic basis Odisha became a separate province on 1
st
 of April 1936 and 

Khariar Zamindari along with Padampur Zamindari was added to Odisha 

taking away from the Central Provinces. Khariar Zamindari was named as 

Khariar sub-division with headquarters at Nuapada – Tanwat and was added 

to Sambalpur district as per the wishes and recommendation of Khariar 

Zamindar before the Orissa Administrative Committee, 1933. By 1949 

Khariar sub-division had changed its name as Nuapada sub-division in all 

government records according to the name of its headquarters. On 1
st
 of 

November, 1949 Nawapara sub-division was taken away from Sambalpur 

district and was added to the newly constituted separate district of Kalahandi 

with its headquarters at Bhawanipatna. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

2
  H.B.Impey,1863, ―Notes on the Gurajat State of Patna‖, (reprint 1968) Orissa District 

Gazetteers, Bolangir  PP .63-75 
3
  J.P.Singdeo,2006,Socio –Cultural History of Orissa: A Case Study of Khariar Estate, p- 

88 
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At last on the 1
st
 of April 1993 Nawapara sub-division was sculpted out 

of Kalahandi to become a separate new district of Odisha with its Odia 

pronunciation Nuapada instead of Chhattisgarhi pronunciation Nawapara. 

Nawa in Chhattisgarhi and Nua in Odia language mean new and Para in 

Chhattisgarhi and pada in Odia means settlement. Therefore, Nawapara in 

Chhattisgarhi and Nuapada in Odia means new settlement. It is believed that 

Khariar Zamindar Bir Bikram Deo, while coming back from Delhi Durbar in 

1911 stayed for a few days in a camp near Tannote. Latter a new settlement 

came up here and was named as Nawapara Tannote. The birth and journey 

of Nawapara from a new settlement in 1911 to a new district Nuapada in 

1993 has a significant chequered history. 

Location of the District  

Nuapada district is located in the western part of the state of Odisha, 

lying between 20° 20
‘ 
N and 21° 5‘ North latitude and 82

0  
20‘E to 82° 40 ̎ 

East Longitude. It is bounded on the north, west and south by Mahasamund 

district of Chhattisgarh province; on the east by the district of Bargarh, 

Bolangir and Kalahandi. It ranks 19
th
 among the districts with regard to size 

i.e.2.47 per cent of landed area of Odisha. 

Administrative Set-up 

Its length from north to south is about 150 kilometres and its breadth 

from east to west is about 100 kilometres. The shape of the district in the 

administrative map of Odisha is like a chisel polished Stone Age weapon. 

The headquarter town, Nuapada is placed at the extreme northern border 

and is, thus, far from the southern part of the district. 

The district is consisted of one Sub-Division, 5 Tahasils, 5 CD Blocks 

viz Boden, Khariar, Komna, Nuapada, Sinapali,108 Gram Panchayats, 3 

Notified Area Councils viz Khariar, Khariar Road, Nuapada and 5 Police 

Stations. Until 31
st
 December, 1973 Nuapada Sub-Division had only one 

Tahasil, Nuapada. The Sub-Division was divided in to two Tahasils namely, 

Nuapada and Khariar with effect from 1
st
 January, 1974 under the Revenue 

Department Notification No. 59185-IIJ-55/73-R, Dated the 11
th
 September 

1973, partially modified in No. 74819-R, dated the 19
th
 November 1973. 

Later on three more Tahasils viz. Boden, Sinapali and Komna were created 

under the Revenue Department Notification. As per 2001 enumeration, the 

district had two towns. 

The Sub-Division, Block and NAC wise area and population and the 

names of corresponding police station as per 2011 Census are furnished in 

the following table: 

 
 

 



 
 

5 

 

Demographic Details 
Sub-Division with area in 
Sq. Km. and Population 

(2011) 

Block, NAC with area in Sq. Km. and 
Population(2011) 

Police 
Station 

Nuapada 
A.3852 
P.610382 

Boden 
A.338.48 
P.81687 

Boden 

 Khariar NAC 
 

A.308.87A.23.83 
P.110687        P.15087 

Khariar 

 Komna 
A.651.77 
P.137764 

Komna 

 Nuapada      Khariar Road      NUAPADA 
A.746.06      A.11.40 
P.120515      P.18967                16208 

Nuapada 
Jonk 

 Sinapali 
A.416.46 
P109870 

Sinapali 

Natural Divisions of the District and Land Formation 

The district may be by and large subdivided in to two separate natural 

formations, the mountain tracks and the plains. The western part of the 

district comprises hill range which runs from north to south, and the latter 

constitutes the river valleys of the Udanti, the Indra, the Sundar, the Jonk 

and its tributaries.  

The mountain tract, virtually forming a border with Chhattisgarh state, 

contains a broad plateau varying from 300 to 950 meters in height from the 

plains. Sunabeda plateau provided favourable conditions for early shelter 

and settlements. There are ruins of old forestfication; old roads connecting 

the hills. All these indicate that once upon a time it was a cradle of 

civilization.  

The Nuapada plains are water coursed by the Jonk and the 

Masankunda. This tract has been deforested; villages have been settled and 

resettled. A dam on the Jonk river at Maraguda-Patora has come up. The 

only forest in true sense remains beyond the old Maraguda village towards 

the Manikgarh hills. The Indra, Sunder, Udanti valley of this district is 

separated from the Jonk valley lying higher north at Ghatipada – Kurumpuri 

by a narrow hill range. 

The Sunabeda Plateau 

The Sunabeda plateau spreads over 1000 square kilometres forming a 

considerable chunk of Nuapada district. This plateau varies in height 

between 300 meter to 950 meter and the river Jonk has its origin from this 

place. All the major rivers; Udanti, Indra – Sunder have their source on it. 

About 35 villages are scattered over the plateau. It is the home of primitive 
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tribes such as Chuktia Bhunjia and the Kamar. The natural forests, perennial 

stream at the hilltop attract attention. This place is also known as Gauragarh. 

The climate is much cooler than it is in the plains below. This area is natural 

shelter for tiger, leopard, bison, sambar, barking deer, chital, hyena, wild pig, 

sloth bear, ratel, wild dog, porcupine, nilgai, four horned antelope, hare, 

jackle, monkey, peafowl, hill myna, jungle fowl and other wild animals and 

birds. It has been declared as a wildlife sanctuary. According to the British 

settlement officer Mr. Hewitt observed ―the plateau offers an ideal site for a 

sanatorium‖.
4
 This plateau can be accessed from Komna side through 

Makarchuan forest gate or through Dharambandha side through Kermali 

forest gate: The valley is about 100 kilometres long from north to south and 

about 40 kilometres broad from east to west. The vast area to the west of the 

plateau extends beyond Nuapada district up to Fingeswar, Chhattisgarh. 

The west of the plateau covers the peak, Deo dongri (929 meters). 

Indra-Sunder –Udanti valley 

The Indra-Sunder –Udanti valley, the most fertile area of the district 

was its ancient granary. Early Nabanaka civilisation grew in this region. The 

land between the rivers Sunder and Udanti is a black – cotton tract. Here an 

urban civilisation grew in the early historical period known as Nabanaka 

civilisation. The material remains are found on the river bank of Sunder near 

Nehena and Sandohel villages. Of late the Patora dam over Jonk and the 

Jadamuda irrigation project over river Sunder and other minor irrigation 

projects and numerous lift irrigation points have created new zones of 

granary in Nuapada district. The most precious teak wood forest of this 

region is now a days in an impoverished condition due to commercial 

exploitation. But fortunately a few pockets of good teak covers still exit in 

Nangalbod and Sunabeda forest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

4
 J.F.K.Hewitt,1869, Report of the Land Revenue Settlement of Raepore District, Nagpur 
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Description of the Hill System, River System and Rivulets, Spring, 
Waterfall, Lakes and Tanks, Aquatic Life, Sanctuaries 

The hill ranges of Nuapada district belong partly to the Chotanagpur 

mountain system and party to the Eastern Ghats. The largest of these 

ranges is the Kathphar-Puruvadi range. The Sunabeda plateau only forms a 

part of this hill system. The elevation of this range is 986 meter in the south 

and 931 meter at the central point and is called Birbusi. To the west of the 

plateau, the peak of Deo–Dongri is 929 meter high and in Darpani it is 887 

meter. To the centre of this hill fortress is Jumlagarh and to the west of it the 

hill fortress of Manikgarh exhibit the nature‘s beauty. Other prominent hills of 

Nuapada district are Gochki donger (555 m), Ara Donger (376 m) Nuapada 

block,  Supkan Donger (882 m), Chaura Donger (993 m), Godma (784 m) 

Guru donger(734 m) in Komna block; Bhundhnie Donger (734 m) Chaka 

Donger(350 m), Gochki Dongri (506 m), Barepat Donger(1006 m), Chalne 

Donger(634 m) in Khariar block.  Besides the above hills, there are 

numerous unnamed peaks of considerable heights. 

We have already noted the description of the hills around Khariar from 

the writing of Rev. Emil Manzel in the introduction of this chapter. Rev. Emil 

Menzel concludes ―The forest-clad hills lend an inward touch to the romance 

of the scene in the reminder that the beautiful spotted deer has chosen them 

to be its home, and a dozen tigers roam free‖. 

River System and Water Bodies 

Jonk, Udanti and Indra - Sunder, which form tributaries of the Tel and 

the Mahanadi may be mentioned among the principal rivers in Nuapada 

district. Besides, they receive a large number of effluents in the district. Most 

of the hill streams of the district are perennial, prominent among them are 

Patalaganga, Upkaganga, Girjhara, Silde, Khohjharia, Katingpani Nala. The 

rivers in the plains normally remain dry during summer season. The people 

of nearby river valleys dig water holes in the sand during summer and 

manage their water need. 

 

 

 
 



 
 

8 

 

  

The Udanti overflows its banks and spreads in to surrounding plains. At 

several points it has changed its course, perhaps due to its low banks and 

the deforestation over the years. The rivers undergo a short term floods 

during rainy season. Except Udanti, other rivers normally do not cause major 

losses or damage during floods. Udanti deposits pebble and sand on the 

agricultural land along the course. These rivers are navigable during rainy 

season only. They remain un-navigable   as they dry up in the plains after 

the rainy season. 

The Jonk has its origin in the Sunabeda plateau near Bad Donger or 

Supkan Donger, after a zig-zag winding course for a few kilometres. Then 

the river enters the Dharambandha plains and becomes very deep in 

between the villages Lodra and Patora. An earthen irrigation dam was built 

at Patora. It has been recorded in Kalahandi Gazetteers that in the earlier 

period about Lodra crocodiles were seen in the river
5
. Katingpani nala, 

Giribara nala join river Jonk near the village Lodra. These nalas create the 

Godhas waterfall of 40 feet fall. An image of lord Siva is worshipped at the 

point of fall. It is believed by the local people that a legendary king Raja 

Vikram consecrated this image. Every year a festival is held here and people 

from the surrounding villages of Odisha and Chhattisgarh attend the festival. 

A watch tower has been established near Godhas fall by the Sunabeda 

Wildlife Forest Division. One can watch wild animals from this watch tower. A 

tributary, known as Masankunda river, joins Jonk near the village 

Dhrambandha. The Jonk then travels for a long distance and joins Mahanadi 

River at Seorinarayan in Chhattisgarh.  Before the Patora dam was built, a 

deep darha in the river locally known as Trishul darha, within the limit of 

Maraguda village existed. It has submerged in this dam along with village 

Maraguda. Many historical sites have been unearthed in and around 

Maraguda valley. One Raital Sagar, a big tank of 110 acres with earthen 

embankment on three sides near Maraguda village remains as the dumb 

witness of the old Maraguda civilisation.  

The Sunder river has its origin on the eastern side of Sunabeda 

plateau. The Udanti originating from the hills of Chhattisgarh and enters 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

5
 Orissa District Gazetter, Kalahandi, p-12 
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Nuapada district three km to the west of the village Chitarama in Sinapali 

block and taking zigzag long journey in eastern direction finally joins river Tel 

in Kalahandi district. Periodic change in its course has been reported. In 

recent years, it denuded its banks near village Palsapada, Nilji, Kapsi, 

Sinapali and Jogenpadar. At the beginning the bed of the river is rocky but 

becomes sandy when it reaches the plains. Once upon a time both sides of 

the rivers had excellent natural teak forest but human need and greed have 

caused the degradation of this natural teak forest. In recent days Khariar 

Forest Division and some local people are trying their level best to restore 

the natural teak forest to its past glory through new plantation and protection. 

The settlement report of 1946-56 shows that there were thousands of 

reservoirs. Majority of them were katas, mundas/mudas or bandhas and 

sagars. Katas and sagars are created by giving earthen embankment across 

a drainage area, normally triangular in shape. The avenge size of kata is 

around 5 acres whereas sagars vary from 5 acres to 150 acres. Raital sagar 

of historical importance at Maraguda valley is about 110 acres. Muda / 

munda is a miniature form of kata and its water restoration capacity is less 

as water dries up before summer. In many places the katas have been 

converted into check dams for minor irrigation by the government 

department. Bandhasor tanks are for drinking and bathing purpose. During 

the British rule under clause 24 of the agreement gaotia / thekedar had to 

excavate tanks / reservoirs and keep them in proper repair in village under 

lease which was part of their official function. The gaotia / thekedars were 

the owners of these reservoirs as well as the fertile bahal below it. They 

enjoyed the right and preference in the matter of use of water including 

pisciculture. By use of beth beggar (free labour) and minimal own fund the 

thekedars / gaotias constructed bandha / kata. Therefore tanks are found in 

almost every village. These were not meant for regular irrigation but it helped 

in water harvesting. After independence large number tanks and 

mahabandhas or big tanks were dug. Many private tanks were taken over by 

the government from the gaotias with the abolition of Zamindari system. As 

per report of District Statistical Hand Book there are 5739 tube wells, 4 

medium and 43 minor irrigation projects. The major irrigation project of 

Lower Indra is under construction, 80 per cent of the works have been 

completed. The exact number of tanks is not certain. Khariar block seems to 

have largest number of tank compared to the other blocks.Hiramunda, Nilji 

bandha, Nuabandh, Marhabandha, Bisibandha, Mukta sagar, Gudelbandh, 

Guhiribandh, Tirbandh and four to five small ponds of fishery department are 

located in Khariar town itself.  
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Geological Formation, Mines, Minerals and Rocks 

Several hill streams with continual flow are located everywhere in the 

mountain tract of Nuapada district. Noticeable among them are Patalganga, 

Upkaganga in Boden block and Jhariaganga in Sinapali block. Everyday 

hundreds of tourists visit Patalganga and Upkaganga and particularly on 

Baisakha Purnima large numbers of pilgrims take holly dip in these springs. 

The geology of the district comprises the Central India Craton (CIC) 

and the Eastern Ghat Mobile Belt (EGMB) belonging to the Archaean to 

Proterozoic age. The younger intrusive alkaline rocks are found at the 

contact of the above two. The Chhattisgarh group of rocks overlies the CIC 

basement. The laterite and soil formation in the district belong to the 

Quaternaies of Pleistocene to recent age. The oldest litho unit of the district 

is Bengpal Group of rocks comprising schist, quartzite and banded 

magnetite quartzite. This is followed by charnockite, khondalite and granite-

migmatite suites of rocks belonging to Eastern ghat Super group, quartz 

vein, pegmatite, meta-dolerite, granophyres, different variants of syenite, 

ortho-quartzite, sandstone, shale, laterite, soil and alluvium. (Source-

Revenue and Disaster Management, Government of Odisha). The 

different  lithostratigraphic units of the district are basement coarse-grained  

metamorphic rock of quartz (gneisses),  feldspar  and  mica ,  Khondalite 

suits of rocks,  nepheline and hornblende syenite, sub-arkosic quartzite, 

shale, quartzite, laterite soil and alluvium. 
6
 

 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

6 Source-Orissa District Gazetteers, Kalahandi 
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Stratigraphy 
The geological succession in the district is as follows: 

Geological Succession 
 

Age Super 
Group 

Group  FORMATION LITHOLOGY 

Pleistoceneto 
Holocene 
 
Cenozoic 
 
 
 
 
 
Meso to 
Neoproterozoic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proterozoic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archaean to 
Proterozoic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archaean 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chhattisgarh 
Super group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Younger  
Intrusive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bundeli 
Granitoid 
 
Eastern 
Ghat Super 
group 
 

 
 
 
CHHATISGARH 
BASIN 
Orthoquartzite  
Chandarpur 
Group 
 
 
 
Unconformity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uncomformity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Migmatite 
Group 
 
Charnockite 
Group 
 
 
Khondalite 
Group 
 
Bengpal/ Toni 
Dongar Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pairi 
Group 

 
 
 
Lingdongri 
Formation 
 
Tarjhar 
Formation 
Galighat 
Formation 
 
 
Neor 
Formation 
Kulharighat 
Formation 
Devodhara 
Formation 

Soil and alluvium 
Laterite 
KHARIAR BASIN 
Ferruginous 
sandstone  
orthoquartzite 
Sandstone 
 
 
 
 
 
Shale, Siltstone 
intercalation 
Black shale, chert 
kulharighat limestone, 
dolomite sandstone, 
conglomerate 
 
Nepheline syenite, 
Homblende syenite, 
biotite syenite  
Dolerite, quartz vein, 
granite porphyry 
Unclassified granite 
 
Alkali granite pink 
biotite granite, 
porlphyritic granite 
 
Granite,granite-gneiss 
Acid Charnockite 
Basic Charnockite 
Quartz-garnet graphite 
sillimanite gneiss, 
quartzite, calc 
granulite and 
crystalline limestone, 
leptinite Quartz mica 
schist, quartzite, 
magnetite quartzite 

Distribution and Account of Individual Rock Units 

Basement Gneiss 

This rock type is exposed in the western part of the district between the 

plateau to a height of 250 m. and 950 m. It is pink and grey in colour and 

gneissose in texture and composed of mineral like feldspar, biotite, 

hornblende and pyroxene. Bands of amphi-bolite, mica schist and quartzite 

occur in this rock. Andalusite and cordierite developed at the contact of this 

rock with the cuddapah slates indicating contact metamorphism of shales, 

and thus the gneiss may be of post cuddapah in age although it has been 

correlated with the peninsular gneisses by the earlier workers. Nest of 

Khariar, shale and conglomerate rest with overlaps on to the gneiss which is 
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the basement of cuddapah garnet developed along its contact with 

Khondalite. 

Khondalite Group 

The Khondalite group of rocks consists of graphite-sillimanite schist and 

gneiss, calciphyrss, calc granulite, quart-zites and sillimanite quarfzite. They 

are interbanded with charnockite and gneiss. The Khondalite group of rocks 

widely exposed from the 910 m. hill towards south-east and from the western 

margin of ths Eastern Ghats. They occur as bands within the gneisses and 

charnockites. They are usually foliated and consist of minerals, quartz, 

garnet, sillimanite and graphite.  

Nepheline Syenite 

Along the western margin of the rocks of the Eastern Ghats Group 

hornblende and nepheline syenites and nephelitss occur as discontinuous 

bodies being confined to the shearzorm within the granite gneiss. 

Granite and Granitoid Gneiss 

These rocks are intrusive into Khondalite and charnockitc suites of 

rocks. On the roadside of Bhawanipatna-Khariar, they are coarse grained, 

gneissosc and contain large grain of pink feldspar and broken fragments of 

red garnet distributed within a dark coloured groundmass. At places these 

rocks have been crushed, pulverised due to intense pressure, resulting into 

mylonite. These gneisses vary from coarse grained banded gneisses and 

typical injection gneisses to extremely massive granites and are 

characterised by abundance of red garnet. 

Cuddapah or Vindhya 

There is a less deformed and metamorphosed rock sequence with 

characteristic argillaceous, arenaceous and calcareous members of the 

platform facies in the Eastern Ghat Group. In Nuapada they are considered 

to represent the cuddapah although there are possibilities of their being 

correlated to the Kurnools and Vindhyans. The boundaries of these rocks 

with the other rock units of the area are usually marked by highly felspathic 

arkose and chert. The cuddapah here comprise sub-arkosic quartzite, purple 

shale, and upper quartzite. These occur as detached and discontinuous 

outcrops. They are exposed between Sunabeda and Katfar plateau on the 

Chhattisgarh and Odisha boundary. 

Gondwana Group 

 Along the Bhawanipatna–Khariar road, confined to the southern bank 

of the Tel river, occur small and detached outcrops of gritty and pebbly 



 
 

13 

 

sandstone lithologically similar to the rocks of Talchir group of the Gondwana 

sequence. The sandstone is unfossiliferous, coarse grained and contains 

pebbles of gneiss. 

Laterite 

Thick profile of laterite cap the hill ranges of Nuapada which consists of 

Khondalite suite of rocks. They occur at elevations between 600 m. and 900 

m. Thickness of this high level laterite profile varies from 24 to 60 m. Besides 

this laterite, low level laterite occurrences are also reported in the valley. The 

laterite cappings on Khondalite as well as on Purana shales contain deposits 

of bauxite. 

MINERAL 

The important mineral resources of the district include limestone, 

graphide, manganese, gemstone, dimension stone and clay. 

Limestone 

Commercial grade crystalline limestone and bedded limestone deposits 

occur in the district. Crystlline limestone deposits of Khariar valley occur as 

lensoid bodies and bands. Important crystalline limestone occurrences are 

Chandopala, Sagundunguri, Deobahal, Rohenpadar, and Garramunda etc. 

A reserve of 11.245 million tonnes of cement grade limestone has been 

estimated from above deposits. Bedded limestone deposits occur in the 

western part of Sinapali block around Talkote, Sindursil, Koradunguri, 

Chitarama, Patialpada etc. 

Graphite 

Graphite is one of the abundant mineral resource of the  district marked 

around Biwannathpur, Singari, Bijaygarh, Pair, Komna, Budhikomna, 

Kalimati, Kandetara, Suklimundi, Salangipara, Debri, Simelpali, Larki, 

Pandikimal, Surjumunda, Dhumkhenan, Goendimal, Bamhanpadar, 

Mahulbhat, Jolanketa, Kendubhata, Ghalndia, Sagurujibhata, Chormurda, 

Dunguripali, Gandapani, Kholapala, Larabanji, Dargaon and Gandabahal 

having total reserve of 0.51 million tonne. The graphides are low to medium 

grained flaky, middle, lumping, nodular and amorphous variety. The F.C. 

content of the graphite varies from 8.71 per cent to 80.64 per cent.(Source-

Odisha Space Application Centre, Govt of Odisha). The individual 

occurrences of graphite have been noticed at Komna (20°30': 82°40'), 

Billanjore (20°28'  : 82°42'), Baghmunda (20°31' :  82°42'),   Babupali 

(20°39':82°44'), Gandamer (20°38': 82°46'), Rang (20°38': 82°40')), 

Jharnamal,Mendhatal and Suklimundi.
7
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

7
 Source-Proposed Gazetteers of Nawapara Sub-Division, Sambalpur District By D.P.Tripathy 
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Manganese:  Mineralisation of low grade manganese ore are reported 

around Tikrapada, Lodra, Luharpali, Gandamar, Singari, Chaludia, Talkota, 

Ghatmal, Patialpara, Maraguda. Manganese mineralisation occur as veins, 

Stringer, solution cavities and sporadic in nature. The manganese is loose 

friable in nature, earthy, grey and dark in colour. The associated rock types 

are Khondalite, calc-gneiss, granite gneiss and laterite. The manganese 

content up to 24 per cent has been reported from the above occurrences. 

Gemstone: The gembelts identified in this district are Sardhapur-

Patialpda, Kotamal-Amera and Damjher-Budhapada-Mantritarai. The 

varieties of gemstones of precious and semi-precious nature recorded in the 

district include sapphire (blue corundum), garnet, iolite etc. In this district 

sapphire occurs in association with syenite pegmatite at fifteen locations 

around Amera, Karlakot, Badimura, Sargimuda, Katamal. 

Sapphire located at Amera (SSW of Badimura) occurs at the contact of 

EGMB and Bastar Craton in association with syenite pegmatite. Sapphires 

recovered from this area are very small, platy in nature having maximum 

thickness of 3m (maximum weight one carat).Rare pieces of greenish blue 

and colourless sapphires have been accorded from these occurrences. 

Besides these blue corundum occurrences are located around Badimura, 

Karlakot, Katamal and Sargimura. 

Diamond: Directorate of Geology has taken up diamond exploration in 

Dharambandha area of the district since 1990. Rigorous efforts in 

subsequent years in some of the   selected areas have resulted in the 

discovery of multiple pipes of diamondiferous olivine lamproite in the 

Kalmidadar area near Dharambandha. Over 100 pieces of diamonds have 

been recovered from the area during the course of exploration. 

Decorative / Dimension Stone: The decorative / dimension stone 

occurring in the district are variants of granite (pink and grey). These rocks 

have been exposed around Dharmbandha, Bhaira, Dalipathara, Jamarkhol, 

Lanjmar, Kadapali, Kanwal, Lodra, Bhainsmadi, etc. with a resource of 

22,4,00,000 cu.m. These granites have deleterious mineral like mica and 

garnets. These rocks are very hard, fresh and fine to medium grained, pink 

to grey in colour. The joint spacings are marked from 0.40m to 2m. 
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Status of Mining Leases in Nuapada District 

The status of mining leases of different minerals in the district and their 

level of production are as follows: 

Status of Mining Lease 

Mineral 
 
Graphite 
Semi-
precious 
stone 
Limestone 

Number of Mines Level Of Production 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 

 

Working 
0 
0 
0 

Non-working 
5 
1 
3 

Total 
5 
1 
3 

The mineral sector of the district is just waiting for opening up and has 

good scope for generations of employment. At present the mines are non-

operational due to want of statutory clearances required for running the 

mines. The mining sector has a potential to generate employment when all 

mines will come to full-fledged operational stage and engage thousands of 

workers in the activities allied to the mining in and around the mining areas. 

There is one decorative stone mine in the district waiting for its 

operationalisation. 

Besides the above major mineral resources, the district is also rich in 

minor mineral resources such as river sand, road metal, morrum, laterite etc. 

The minor mineral sector is also contributing to a large extent in employment 

generation in the rural as well as urban areas of the district and the state as 

a whole. 

FLORA AND FAUNA 

Flora 

The flora of the district represents the eco-zone of two major Indian 

timber species i.e. Sal (Shorea robusta) and Teak (Tectona grannds). 

Gregarious natural Sal and natural Teak forest co-exist in the forest of the 

district. Thus associates of Sal and Teak enrich the flora of the locality. 

Forest in the district is Tropical Dry Dediduous type with edaphic sub-type 

like Boswellia forest and Bamboo forests.  Among timber species Sal, Teak, 

Bija, Asan, Sissoo, Mundi Kurum, etc. are common. Crop of Amla, Bandhan, 

Khair, Char, Bheru, Siris are plentily available. Vegetation with Thatch grass, 

Boom grass and many herbs and shrubs cover the rocky terraces and 

ground. Sunabeda plateau and Nagalbod forest are store-houses of 

medicinal plants, herbs and shrubs. The Rasnajadi (Blepharispermurm sub-

sessile) is one of the most important medical shrubs but due to unscientific 

exploitation of its bark this specie is at the verge of extinction. Recently the 

Medical Plant Board of Odisha declared this shrub as endangered species. 
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Common medicinal plants available throughout the district are Chiretta, 

Gangasiuli, Prasaruni, Pengu, Arjun, Sarpagandha, Brudha darak etc.  Many 

species still goes unidentified in riparian vegetation which serves as corridor 

for animal movement. 

Village Flora
8
 

The village site has its characteristic flora in the groves, gardens, tanks 

and house-enclosures where during rains small crops of vegetation and 

grain are reared. The vegetation differs on the river beds and along the 

stretches of sandy banks. 

The bhatta waste at present is mostly void of all tree and shrub growth 

and it looks as though it never bore any forest. Diospyros hielanoxylon 

(Kendu) with short stunted growth standing on some of the recently cleared 

wastes bear testimony to the fact that more dense vegetation once existed 

here. 

Amaranthus spinosus (Kharda) grows luxuriantly on rubbish heaps 

round the road corners or in the backyards. Martynia diandra (Baghnakha) 

and Datura stramonium (Dlia'ura) are also common. Moringa pterygos 

Permum (horse raddish) the pods of which are taken in preparing curry or fry 

and Zizyphus Zuzuba (Bara plum) are other common trees. The latter trees 

along the embankment of a tank found within the forest area are indications 

of a deserted village site. Acacia arabica (Babul) and Anona Squamosa 

(Custard apple), the latter yielding a delicious fruit, are found near village 

sites. The fruit of Meliaazadi-rachta (Neem) yield acrid bitter oil which is used 

both medicinally and for lighting. Opuntia dillexii (Nagpheni) and the common 

aloe are planted along the fence. 

Among the aquatic species, the most common are Nelumbium 

speciosum   and Trapa   bispixosa. 

There are many excellent groves close to villages, predominated by 

mango trees (Mangifera indica) and occasionally by tamarind trees. Of trees 

recently grown beside the avenues are Gold Mohur, Sisoo and   Chandana. 

Geology, topography, climate and the soil have a close bearing on the 

nature of vegetation. Above all, man's influence on the flora is no less 

important. The once densely wooded tracts on the high hills of Nuapada is 

reduced to mere dry mixed scrub due to commercial exploitation of forest 

and expansion of agriculture. 

The flora of ravines and valleys is evergreen and where the few small 

patches of reserve forests still occur, the crop inside is that of pure Sal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

8
 The account of the ‗Village Flora‘ has been summarised from the proposed Nawapara 

Gazetteer by Shri D. P.  Tripathy (unpublished). 
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{Shorea robusta) or plateau Sal, whereas the adjacent hill sides are covered 

with grass and mixed forest with no trace of Sal {Shorea robusta). 

Fauna 

The district is also very rich in the varieties of animals –both herbivore 

and carnivore.Sunabeda-Katfar valley is the ideal habitat for Royal Bengal 

Tiger. Recent tiger census enumerates 14 tigers. Government has notified 

on 10
th
 May 1988 an area of 591.75 square kilometres as Sunabeda Wildlife 

Santuary. Besides tiger, panther (felis pardus), Bison (Gavoeus Gaurus), 

Sambar (Cervus unicolour), Spotted dear (Cervus axis), Boar (sus cristatue) 

Hare (lepus ruficandetu), Jackle (canis aureus), Mangoose (herpestes 

murgo), Wolf (canis pallipes), Wild dog (dyon dukhumensis), Hyena 

(Hynaena), Ratel, Porcupine, Nilgai, Monkeys, Langoor, etc. are commonly 

found.  

Birds of reasonably   large varieties are found in the district. The 

common peafowl, Myna, Bush Quail, Greer pigeon, Jungle fowl etc. are 

numerous in the forest. Winter season supports avian species of migratory 

birds coming to different water bodies of the district. The common migratory 

birds seen in the district are migratory ducks, the gadwall, and the blue–

winged teal.  Common snipe is found in fair numbers along the beds of the 

bandh, kata and rivers. 

Sunabeda –Katfar plateau is a nature‘s bounty to the district for its rich 

bio-diversity. Nature has gifted multiple archs of hill ranges, valleys and deep 

ravines, numerous perennial steams, waterfalls and at least origin spot of 

two rivers. The waterfalls, perennial streams help in supporting diverse living 

organism. The natural water body Jalky (near village Lodra), manmade 

water body Raital Sagar (near village Maraguda), Upper Jonk Irrigation 

Project, Jadamuda Irrigation Project (near Tarbod) and Lower Irrigation 

Project  (near village  Tikhali) provide ecological habitation to migratory birds 

in winter. The topographic factors play so also important role in deciding 

vegetation type with the change of altitude ranges from 300 mt. to 950 mt. 

With complex aspect and slope impact on soil and moisture, all above 

factors create a condusive environment for rich flora and fauna of the district. 

Climatic Condition and Weather 

The climate of Nuapada district is in many respects similar to that of the 

Deccan plateau. However, being located in the north-eastern corner of the 

Deccan plateau, heat in summer is milder than Deccan plateau. The year 

may be divided into four seasons. The hot season from March to May is 

followed by the south-west monsoon season from June to September. 

October and November constitute the post-monsoon season. The cold 

season is from December to February. 
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The average annual rainfall in the district was 1286.4 mm up to 1990 

July and August being the rainiest months of the year. The variation in the 

annual rainfall from year to year is not so large. About 85 per cent of the 

annual rainfall is received during south-west monsoon months of June to 

September. In the 90 year period from 1901 to 1990, there were 63 years for 

which annual rainfall data is available. Among these, the highest rainfall 

amounting to 143 per cent of the annual normal occurred in1920, whereas 

the lowest annual rainfall was in the year 1965, when it amounted to 54 per 

cent of the normal. There were 8 years in this period when annual rainfall 

was less than 80 per cent in the district. There was an occasion when three 

years of such a low rainfall were consecutive viz. 1987, 1988 and 1989. 

As there is no separate observatory in Nuapada district, the following 

description of climate is based on records of Bhawanipatna and Bolangir, the 

nearest observatories. The summer season commences by about the 

beginning of March when the temperatures begins to rise. May is the hottest 

month when the mean daily maximum temperature is about 42
0 

C and the 

daily minimum temperature is about 27
0 

C. On individual days in the month 

of May and June, before the onset of the southwest monsoon, the maximum 

temperature may reach above 48
0
C.With onset of the southwest monsoon, 

temperatures drop appreciably and throughout the season the weather is 

generally cool. After the first week of October, when southwest monsoon 

withdraws, the day temperature increases slightly. However, night 

temperature decreases progressively. December is usually the coldest 

month with mean daily maximum temperature at about 28
0 

C and the mean 

daily minimum temperature at about 13
0
C.In the cold season, short spells of 

colder weather occurs in association with the passage of western deciduous 

across the  north  India and the minimum temperature may go down to up to 

about 5
0 
C. 

Skies are mostly heavily clouded or overcast during the southwest 

monsoon season. In the latter half of the summer season and during the 

post-monsoon season, clouding is moderate, the afternoons being cloudier 

than the mornings. The skies are mostly clear or slightly clouded during rest 

of the year. 

Winds are generally light to moderate throughout the year with some 

strengthening in force during the latter part of the summer and southwest 

monsoon season. South-westerlies and westerlies are predominant from 

April to September, while northerlies or north-easterlies prevail from October 

to March. 

During the monsoon season, storm or depressions form in the Bay of 

Bengal and many times cross the east coast of India and move in the 

western direction. In their passage across the central part of the country, 
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these storms affect the district and its neighbourhood and cause wide 

spread heavy rain and strong wind. An occasional storm originating in the 

Bay of Bengal in October also affects the district. Thunderstorms, mostly in 

the afternoons, occur in the summer season. Rain during the southwest 

monsoon season is also very often associated with thunder. On an average 

there are 59 rainy days (i. e., days with rainfall of 2-5 mm.—10 cm—or more) 

in a year. The heaviest rainfall in 24 hours recorded at any station in the 

district was 322-2 mm. at Nawapara on 11th September, 1959.  

In 1993 Nuapada became a separate district. Rainfall data are now 

recorded in eight rain recording centres of the district. As per record 

available from 1993 to 2010, the highest rainfall was in 2006 (1449.6mm) 

and lowest was in 2002(670 mm).The frequency of less than normal annual 

rainfall in a year has increased. In 1993 (950.9 mm), 1996 (674.6 mm), 1997 

(997.6 mm), 1999 (1009 mm), 2000 (684,1 mm), 2002 (670 mm), 2004 

(867.6 mm) 2005 (873.5 mm) 2007, 2010, there were deficient rainfall. 

Therefore the average rainfall per year has come down to 1027 mm from 

1286.4 mm as per above record. Perhaps the impact of global warming has 

its bearing in the change of pattern. 
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CHAPTER-II 

HISTORY 

 

Pre and Proto History 

The description of early societies in Nuapada district has been based on 

archaeological evidence. But undoubtedly there is a lot that we are still not 

familiar with. ―Hunter-gatherer societies‖ exist even today in the ecological 

niches of the district. Traces of the activities of early man of the district are 

known from the discovery of innumerable plain stone tools, chisel-edged 

stone tools used for hunting and food gathering. These are scattered in the 

foothills of mountains, river terraces and valleys and natural caves in different 

parts of the district. All these help us to understand early human history. The 

rock shelter of Rishipiti or Jogimath donger near Khariar, rock shelter on the 

left bank of Ghat Ghumar stream, a tributary of river Udanti, a horse-shoe like 

natural cave on the top of the mountain situated to the east of Debahhal 

village, rock shelters near Jholpathar village of Khariar block, Guru Donger of 

Boden Block and Dadhibaman rock shelter of Sunabeda plateau clearly 

indicate that these areas had abundance of grasses and animals. The  

locations of the caves sites of the district indicate that the stone age people 

knew about the movement of animals and also the abundance of wild 

grasses, plants and  edible roots.
9
 

The findings of ring stones of different sizes from Nehna and 

Maraguda
10

  and stone hand-axes from Maraguda valley
11

  suggest a major 

change in the life style of the early human occupant of this area. It also 

indicates that the early humans of this region had greater memory and 

complex organisational skill. Quite a few of this reconstruction of early history 

of the district remain speculative in absence of fossil finding and proper 

analysis. 

The findings of rock-art paintings
12

 in the 1980s and 1990s at Jogimath 

donger and Ghat Ghumar have thrown new light on the early societies of the 

region
8
. They have been assigned to Neolithic period, when domestication of 

animals started and early farming began.   

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

9 Orissa District Gazetter, Kalahandi, Also J.P. Singh Deo, ―Pre-historic Cave Paintig of 

Jogimath Donger‖, Orissa Historical Research Journal, XXII. 
10

  Now exhibited at Nuapada District Museum 
11

 Now exhibited at Dr. N.K. Sahu Museam, History Department, Sambalpur University, Burla 
12

 By Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo and Nabin Kumar Sahu 
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One may speculate the reason behind rock-art painting in only two rock 

shelters out of many in the district. Also one may speculate why the painters 

have depicted cow, bull, calf, deer, human figure along with ring stones, 

vertical lines. The act of painting could have been a ritual to ensure a 

successful hunt or domestication of animals. The location and the small size 

of Jogimath cave also gives rise to another speculation that it was perhaps a 

meeting place for a small group of people. This group share the hunting 

technique and knowledge of domestication of animals. The paintings served 

as the media for passing information from one generation to the next. 

Perhaps it was the work of both man and woman jointly without division of 

work. 

For millions of years, early 

human of Nuapada district like 

other parts of India might have 

lived by hunting wild animals and 

gathering wild grasses and plants. 

Then between 10,000 to 4500 

years ago they learnt to 

domesticate certain animals and 

plants as evident from the cave 

paintings. With passage of time the 

number of early human increased and their knowledge on plants and animals 

widened. This played a role in the transformation. This might have led to 

farming and pastoralism as a way of life. The shifting from collecting and 

gathering to farming was a major turning point in the human history of the 

district. 
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Megalithic 

The district is rich with Megalithic remains. The wall like rock pilings are 

shown on Rishipiti mountain, Ramgarh Pahad near Gandabahali top of Liad 

mountain, top of Anupgarh village, top of Manikgarh, mountain top of Guru 

donger river banks of Sundar, Udanti and Jonk. Twin-Ura burial with a 

boulder circle, Chaira is found on the left bank of Sundar river nearby 

Nehena and Sandohel Village. Magalithic Dolmen has been found near 

Kendumunda village of Sinapali block. Locally it is known as Dengmachan. It 

is artificial rock-shelter made by early megalithic people and it is a beautiful 

example of Dolmen finding. 

Megalith burials took place in the Neolithic period and continued in to 

the chalcolithic and Bronze Age. Even today many tribal communities and 

even jati societies continue the megalithic burial pattern in Nuapada district. 

Megaliths are not only for funeral purpose but also related to faith and beliefs. 

Many communities in Nuapada believe that spirit  

Megalithic people were the first persons to use metal in the world. Pot 

holes are found at the top of Risipiti mountain and port is found on a stone, 

collected from the centre of Chaura group of mountains
13

 indicate that 

megathilthic people of the district also used metal which made their life 

easier, a turning point in the history of the communities of the district. With 

the introduction of agriculture, more people began to stay in one place for a 

longer period then they had before. They had to come out of the cave 

shelters to the open spaces. They built permanent houses of thatch or mud 

for their shelter 

Archaeology 

Padmasri Paramanand Acharya 

reporting in 1969 stated that there is a 

vast archaeological site in the Khariar 

sub-division of Kalahandi district not 

yet visited by any archaeologist.  

Durga Prasad Tripathy in the proposed 

Gazetteer of Nawapara Sub-division 

has cited some archaeological sites. 

Field Archaeology in Nuapada began 

in 1970s, exploration and excavation at Maraguda and Nehna continued for 

years.  As a result numbers of ruined buildings, temples, statues, coins, 

copper plate grants, ornaments, tools, seals, graves, inscription in and 

around Nehna, Bhulia Sikuan, Amguda, Budhikomna, Tanwat, Sandohel and 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

13
 Preserved at private museum of J.P Singh Deo at Khariar 
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many other places of the district came into limelight and are available for 

study. References of this region in travellers‘ notes, in folk tales, literary 

works were also critically reviewed. From the last quarter of the 20
th 

Century 

there has been an unprecedented interest for exploring the ancient past of 

Nuapada district. Pratap Keshari Deo, P.K. Roy, Nabin Kumar Sahu, 

Jitamitra Singh Deo, Pradip Mohanty, Martin Bautner and Chandramani Patel 

played their own role which proved crucial for the enrichment of 

archaeological information on Nuapada. 

In the last decade of 20
th
 century and first two decades of 21

st
 century 

archaeological technique to study artefacts became more sophisticated with 

the establishment of Archaeology Department in Khariar College. Artefacts 

are objects made by human beings. The term can refer to a wide range of 

things-tools, paintings, sculptures, engraving etc. 

J.P. Singh Deo
14

 of Khariar took up 

interest on Archaeological survey, research 

and writing on this subject since 1968. He 

has drawn the archaeological findings to the 

glare of publicity. With the presentation of his 

archaeological findings, ‗Khariar Branch 

Museum‘ was opened by the Cultural Affairs 

Department, Govt. of Odisha on 21
st
 

Oct.1976, at Khariar. This Museum is now 

functioning at Nuapada district headquarters. 

Department of Archaeology and Museulogy  

has been introduced at undergraduate level 

in Khariar autonomous college since 1996 as 

vocational course. It has got the approval of University Grants Commission, 

New Delhi and Government of Odisha. The College has signed 

Memorandum of Understanding with Archaeological Society of India, New 

Delhi; National Museum, New Delhi; and Deccan College, Pune to train the 

students. 

Hill Forts 

The important Hill forts of the district are Garhbhata, Jumlagarh, 

Chheliagarh and Manikgarh, situated at Sunabeda plateau. Garhbhata is to 

the south of Sunabeda village and the other two forts are on the right bank of 

Jonk river. The Jonk rises close to Supkan Donger (889.7864 metres) and 
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following towards the north falls into falls named Beniadhas fall of 80 feet and 

Kharaldhas fall of 150 feet. In between these two falls, Jonk River makes a 

―U‖ curve after village Jalmadai. Jumlagarh fort is situated within that curve. It 

is a square type fort, facing east. The northern and southern walls are made 

of stone boulders, and the east and west walls are made of bricks.
15

 

Jonk river after falling into 

Kharaldhas proceeds further and enters 

Maraguda valley after another fall called 

Godhas in the North. Here northern 

bank of river Jonk has a single 

manmade stone embankment. 

Manikgard fort is situated on the right 

bank of Jonk River, adjoining the 

Kharaldhas fall. The fort is of rectangular shape, having its main lion gate to 

the north. Two stone lions were decorated at its Singhadwara, which are now 

preserved and exhibited at Dr. N.K. Sahu Museum of Sambalpur University. 

Maraguda valley 

The Maraguda valley extends from the Kharaldhas to the Jonk irrigation 

Dam. Godhas stream enters Maraguda Valley and meets Jonk river on its left 

bank, while a small stream named Giribara flowing from the east, falls in to 

Jonk river, on its right bank. The stream is known as Lac nala which has Lac 

Pol (Lac bridge). 

In fact, the stones in this stream acted as a bridge, which once existed, 

are of chocolate colour and produce the smell of lac, when placed in fire. It 

seems to be a boulder conglomeration of natural format. This valley is one of 

the most picturesque sites of Odisha and is notable for its rich archaeological 

relics of both prehistoric and historic period, There are a number of mounds 

locally known as ghutki containing important antiquities and sculptures from 

1
st
 century C.E. to14

th
 century C.E. One Jaina Tirthankara image, which is 

now preserved in the store room of Jaina temple at Khariar Road, was found 

from here. One Buddha image in Bhumi-sparsha mudra was from one of the 

mounds. It is now much mutilated and its head beyond recognition. It is now 

preserved at Loka-drusti, Khariar. Among secular sculptures unearthed from 

the mound mentioned may be made of a dancing girl, tying jingling 

ornaments (Nupura) to her feet, while drummer and piper stand waiting by 

her side. The most prominent sculpture, which is a royal figure seated on the 

coils of a five hooded snake, whose hoods form a canopy, on his head. 

Stone embankment work is found on the right bank of Jonk river, in this 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

15
 J.P. Singh Deo, Archaeology of Odisha with Special Reference toNuapada and Kalahandi, 

R.N. Bhattacharya,  Kolkata, 2006 



 
 

26 

 

valley which protects the   urban settlement which grew up in between the 

right bank of Jonk river and Raital Sagar, whose embankment is 40 to 50 feet 

in width. Stone inscriptions palaeographically dated to 5
th
 century C.E., gold 

coins of Sarabhapuria dynasty, stone seal of Panduvamsi ruling dynasty and 

Kalachuri coins have been discovered from Maraguda valley. There are 

archaeological findings from Stone Age to 14
th
 century C.E. Therefore, 

historically this area is an important site. 

P.K. Deo, historian and explorer visited this site in 1969 and published 

his report in Orissa Historical Research Journal, xvi, 1973. He mentioned the 

existence of a number of images and monuments of historical value which 

included Yogi Sunder (Naga) image, image of Jain Tirthankara, Images of 

Lady in penance, dancing girls, image of Ganesha and two stone lions in 

Maraguda valley and image of Chamunda, known as Kankalen to the local 

people at Cheliagarh. 

P.K. Ray, the Superintendent of 

Orissa State Archaeology conducted the 

first excavation in Maraguda valley over 

three mounds. It unearthed a big Rani 

Mahal (queen‘s palace) made of burnt 

bricks, a structural remains of a Siva 

temple along with Kartikeya image 

(20‖x16‖) made up of red stone and ruins 

of a temple. He concluded that the 

remains belong to 9
th
 and 10

th
 century C.E. 

N.K. Sahu, Adviser for Archaeology to Government of Orissa excavated 

at Trisul mound site in Maraguda valley in 1982-83. He brought to light the 

ruins of five-tier Saiva Complex of 5
th
 century C.E. It proved to be a rare 

Saiva monastery consisting of temples, residential apartments, orchards and 

parks. A stone seal inscription unearthed from this place mentions a 

Saivacharya named Dharmatisvara. Excavations have also exposed two 

early temple complexes. Inside the garvagriha was found enshrined Sakti 

pitha around which Pradakhyana patha had been built.  An image of four 

handed goddess Durga in situ of four feet high was found from a brick temple 

ruin nearby. On the pedestal of this image there is aninscription in brahmi 

script which reads Mahesvari Bhavada. A number of yogini images, images 

of ladies in dancing form and a female figure holding in one hand a mirror 

and applying vermilion in other were also found. 
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C. B. Patel, Project Director, 

Maraguda Excavation Project and 

Superintendent of Orissa State Museum   

conducted exploration, excavation and 

documentation over 20 kilometres radius 

of Maraguda valley in 1991. Thirty-two 

mounds potential with historical remains 

were identified, explored and excavated 

by him. The antiquities unearthed from 

mounds of Maraguda by C.B. Patel are Sculpture, epigraphs, Mahendraditya  

gold coins, Kalachuri copper coins, Sakti Pitha, Siva Linga, carved stone 

slab, iron implement, iron nails, semi precious stone beads, large varieties of 

pottery such as red ware, grey ware, black and red ware and even glaze 

ware resembling arrentineware of 1
st
 century C.E. 

In the first round of excavation 

Patel covered Dhaniraja temple gutki 

in Tikrapada, Baipari Mahal gutki and 

Gopal Mahal gutki at Maraguda. He 

unearthed from Dhaniraja mound a 

burnt brick temple of early Kosalan 

architecture consisting of a sanctum, 

outer chamber and entrance, 

pradakshyanapatha around sanctum 

and kakshasana projection on both sides of the middle chamber. Baipari 

Mahal Mound was eight feet height, a massive brick structure with watch 

tower-cum-treasure house was unearthed from this sites. The base or the 

foundation of this structure was traced at the depth of 6.5 metres.  Patel 

found the dimension of the structure ‗quite baffling‘ and suggested for further 

exploration and excavation. But unfortunately after 26 years further 

excavation have not been taken up. One room temple ruin was excavated 

from Gopal Mahal mound on the upper bank of Raital Sagar. Here at the 

depth of 1 metre a yonipitha in situ with phallus emblem was unearthed. 

In the second round a big complex spreading over a radius of two 

kilometres locally known as Chingra kachhar was excavated. Kachhar is an 

open space between mounds on the river bank. Trial excavations were 

carried on the selected sites. Citadel area of an ancient planned urban 

settlement was found on the right bank of river Jonk. A contour of inner city 

was identified. The ramparts and fortified walls and internal moat were 

exposed. Also rows of houses bereft of tectonic structures extending 

kilometres, monotonous heaps of burnt bricks ruins all around were exposed. 

In this phase of excavation a large rectangular temple–cum-residential 
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complex was unearthed at Chandan Mahal mound. A Siva linga with 

brisabha emblem, padukalaya, Sakti pitha made of granite were found. An 

epigraph carved in fine grain stone which reads GUNA LOPA DVE was also 

discovered. 

On the basis of his findings C.B.Patel observed that a planned city was 

there in hoary past in an improved pattern than Harappan and Indus Valley 

civilization with habitation in alignment with wells, roads, lanes, by-lanes 

thoroughfare, circular hall, temple, boundary wall. Comparing and 

corroborating with ancient text he identified this city as the capital city of 

South Kosala kingdom. 

Folk Tradition 

According to the folk tradition of the locality seven hundred years ago 

Raimado (Maraguda) was a prosperous country with palaces, temples and 

forts. The kingdom was ruled by a just king named Bikham. His kingdom 

extended up to the boarders of Mahoba kingdom (Budelkhand).The then raja 

of Mahoba was Jaisal. The latter on his hunting trips accidentally entered the 

territory of Bikham and while roaming around he came to know that Bikham 

has a daughter of exquisite beauty. Jaisal became curious to have a glimpse 

of her. He tried to enter the fort of Raja Bikham. But the famous fort known as 

Manikgarh was so perfectly built and guarded by Bikham‘s men that Jaisal‘s 

several attempts to scale the fort failed. The attempts and intension of Jaisal 

was reported to Bikham by his spies. Bikham entrusted his trusted 

commanders to have a watch on Jaiswal. Jaisal at last saw that there was a 

jalki or swampy area near village Lodra which was unguarded by Bikham‘s 

men. He decided to take the risk of crossing the jalki or swampy area. 

Unfortunately while crossing Jaisal‘s horse got stuck on the bog and could 

not come out. In that helpless state Jaisal was beheaded by Bikham‘s men. 

The head was hanged on the lion‘s gate of Manikgarh fort. A few days after 

the guardian deity of the fort appeared in a dream to Bikham and expressed 

her anger over the cowardly way of killing a warrior and she finally withdrew 

her support and protection to the fort. 

The news of ruthless murder of Jaisal reached Mahoba. The two young 

sons of Jaisal Ala and Udel promised to take revenge against the 

treacherous killer of their father with strong Mahoban army. They proceeded 

against Bikham. They encamped on the west of Manikgarh near 

Dharambandha. There they found it impossible to scale the fort of Bikham 

from that direction. So they shifted their camp to Tikrapada i.e northwest of 

Manikgarh fort where they found two obstacles; one a perennial stream 

called Girwar and second a river named Jonk. Finally, they made Lakhpoles 

or bridges over the stream and the river. Mahoban army reached upto the 
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gates of the fort. Bikham was informed about the movements of Mahoban 

army. He entrusted his three commanders i.e Manik, head of the elephant 

force, Mukund, the head of cavalry, Sundar, the head of the artillery, to 

defend the fort successfully. Severe battle took place; thousands of the 

soldiers were killed near Tikrapada while defending the fort. Ala and Udel 

beheaded Bikham and his family members. After avenging their father‘s 

death Ala and Udel collected the wealth of Raimado and went back. From 

that day Manikgarh fort and Raimado kindom gradually collapsed. The name 

Raimado was changed to Maraguda meaning where everybody was killed. 

There are many more folk songs and myths preserved in the oral 

tradition of the locality. Each and every mound of the locality is known to the 

people, and carries a myth and even has a place in their folk songs. To give 

one example the Rani Gutki, prior to excavation was a heap of earth and not 

a single brick was visible from outside but the people of the locality could tell 

that in the Rani Gutki the Queen‘s palace was there earlier. When the 

excavation was done a ruined building was unearthed which has been 

assigned as Rani Mahal by historians. Like that after the excavation of 

Baipari Gutki shown by the local people a ruined brick structure has been 

unearthed and precious stones were found. This indicates that in the past 

this building was meant for some business purposes. 

These types of myths do not constitute reliable narratives of events; yet 

their structure has much to tell. A careful study of these reveals internal 

developments and conflicts in society, which can be tested in relation to 

validated historical findings.   

There is a folk tale regarding the history of the local indigenous 

inhabitants of this area. These popular tales are usually narrated by Birtia, 

Parghania & Ghogia, the running encyclopedia of tradition. As per them 

there lived a king named Gagarbasashan Lakhanbhandi Nagbanshi 

Chaturbhuja Raja Dungi Chuhan. He had a son named Kolbhoj. Kolbhoj had 

4 sons viz. Gang, Gagrang, Jadu & Kadam. They subsequently divided into 

caste, tribes and backward castes. His kingdom was Mahanadi valley. Land 

and deity were the main property as per the importance of the time. When 

there was property division, the tribes were given with land and the castes 

were given with deity. As the tradition speaks they were culturally more 

integrated and they have been worshipping some deity as their paternal 

deity.
16
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Coins 

Eight gold coins have been discovered from Maraguda Valley (Five of 

Sri Mahendraditya, one of Sri Kramaditya and two of Sri Prasanamatra). Ten 

gold coins of Sri Prasannamatra have been discovered from Nehena site. 

They all belong to Sarabhapuriya dynasty. Kalachuri coins of mixed elements 

have been discovered from Maraguda valley Kankeda village and Nehena 

village sites. 

Inscription  

A fragmentary inscribed stone door jamb was found from the excavation 

at Chingrakachar mound of Maraguda valley. It has been read by S.N. 

Rajguru and Sadanand Agrawal as ―GUNA LOPA DVEMA‖. 

 

 

According to J.P. Singhdeo it is one of the earliest inscriptions 

highlighting the three aspects of Guna as Satwa, Raja and Tama. 

At the Trisul mound of Maraguda valley, N.K. Sahu excavated 

and discovered at the upper terrace a temple ruin of Khakhara Kosali 

temple style with its deity. This deity is four handed 

Mahisasuramardini with an inscription at the bottom, which is read as 

―MAHESWARI BHABAD‖. 

 
 

 
 

One Kalachuri stone with inscription has been discovered from 

Dumerbahal site, situated in the ruined temple site, on the right bank 

of Udanti river. From this inscription one can infer the development of 

Odia script from pin-headed Brahmi-script. It is now kept in the 

Nuapada district museum. This inscription is assigned to 5th century 

C.E.  

Copper Plate Inscriptions 

(i)  Amgura plates of Jayaraja were discovered at Amgura village. It 

consists of three plates with seal. Issued from Sarabhapura, the charter 

registers the order of the king Mahajayaraja, described simply as a devotee 
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of Bhagavat (Visnu) and as meditating upon the feet of his parents. To the 

inhabitants of the village called Rajyagrama situated in the Sanparaja bhukti, 

he had granted the village, by means of a copper plate charter, in favour of 

the Brahmana Visnu Svamin, who was a student of the Vajasaneyi Samhita 

(of the Yajurveda) for the increase of the religious merit of his parents as well 

as of his own self and that knowing this they should be obedient to the donee 

and pay him the usual periodical offerings (bhoga) and the Royal share of 

product (bhaga). 

 Next follows the exhortation of the future rulers of the land to maintain 

the grant, and this request is sought to be supported by citing four 

benedictory and imprecatory stanzas in the name of the sage Vyasa 

highlighting the merit accruing from making or protecting a grant and the sin 

following its violation. The adhikarana (secretary) acted as the dutaka of the 

grant, and the order concerning the grant was issued by the king himself by 

the word of his own mouth. 

 The charter was issued on the seventh day of the month of Magha in 

the third day of the victorious reign (of Maha-Jaya Raja). The record was 

incised by the goldsmith Akalasmha.The verse of the seal refers to the 

charter, styled chastiser of the enemies, to the illustrious Jayaraja, who is 

described as the son of Prasanna (Prasannamatra) and as annihilator of his 

enemies by his own prowess. 

(ii)  Nehena Plates of Sudevaraja consists of three plates, with seal and was 

found from Nehena village site. 

 The charter was issued from Sarabhapura by king Sudevaraja who is 

described exactly in the same manner as Jayaraja. It aims at recording the 

kings order addressed to the agriculturist house holders residing in the 

villages Navannaka and Sambilaka situated in the district (ahara) of 

Ksitimanda that he had donated these two villages to the Brahmana 

Visnusuarion who was  a student of the Vajasaneyi sakha of the Yajurveda 

and belonged to the Kausika Gotra by means of the religious merit of his 

parents as well as of his own self and to last as long as the rays of the sun, 

the moon and the stars continue to remove the darkness in this world. The 

grant was accompanied by the same usual privilege and exemptions as 

named in the previous record and the villagers were asked to obey the 

grantee and pay him the royal share of the agricultural produce (Bhaga) and 

the periodical offerings (Bhoga) as due and there by live happily in the 

village. 

The future rules are entreated to protect the grant, and five imprecatory 

and benedictory verses, four of them attributed to Vyasa, are extracted in 

support of the exhortation. 
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The Royal order about the donation was given by the king himself by 

the word of his own mouth. The charter is dated on the twenty-ninth day of 

the month of Sravana in the second year and was issued by Drona Simha. 

The stanza on the seal refers that this permanent charter belongs to the 

illustrious Sudevaraja, son of Manamatra, who was born in the family of 

Prasanna. 

(iii)  Ranipur- Jharial copper plate grant of Janamejaya Mahabharagupta-has 

reference to one gift village Tunkela.It may very well be identified with 

modern Tukla village near Khariar
2
. 

(iv)  In Cuttack plates of Mahabharagupta II, there is a reference of Singoa- 

grama in the Devibhoga Visaya in Kosala, belonging to the Kausika gotra, 

with the pravara of Viswamitra, Deva rata and Audala, and a student of the 

Chhandoga Sakha. S.N. Rajaguru 
17

identified Singoa-grama with Singjhar 

village of khariar Ex-estate, now in Sinapali Block of Nuapada district, which 

seems to be a place of prosperity in those grand old-days of South Kosala. 

Seals 

One stone seal with elephant emblem is discovered from Nehna site of 

Satavahana dynasty. One stone seal has been discovered from Maraguda 

valley with an inscription, ―Brahmanasya‖, belonging to Panduavamsi ruling 

period.
18

 One stone seal with bull & trisul emblems at the top and a single 

line inscription at the bottom is found. The letters are read as 

―Saivaramesvarasya‖. The shape of the bull is exactly like the bull emblem 

found in the copper plate seals of Mahasivagupta Balarjuna, who ruled south 

Kosala between 7
th
 to 8

th
 century C.E. 

Early History  

Modern Nuapada district was a part of Attabika Rajya, Kosala, 

Trikalinga, Mahakantara, Patna Rajya, Hirakhanda Rajya and Sambalpur 

Garjat in the pre-colonial period. The inscriptional records from 5
th
 century to 

16
th
 century refer to this area as part of Kosala (Dakhshina Kosala). Even the 

literary works and accounts of travellers mention the area as a part of Kosala 

(dakhshina), Mahakantara, and Patna Rajya. How the name Dakshina 

Kosala emered is a matter of speculation. F.E. Pargiter
19

 believed that 

Ramachandra, exiled from Ayodhya, stayed in Chhattisgarh for long. Kosala 

was the name of the region around Ayodhya, Ramachandra‘s dynastic 
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capital; and so the Chhattisgarh area came to be called Dakshina Kosala, 

distinguished from the former called Uttara Kosala. 
20

 

Another myth
21

 says that to the south of Vindhya there was a nagara 

called Nagapattana (modern Nagpur). The ruler of this kingdom named 

Kosala captured nearby kingdoms and became an emporer. The empire took 

its name from him. After a few generations Bhanumat became the king of 

Kosala. Bhanumat gave his daughter Kausalya to Dasaratha. Bhanumat died 

without male heir, so his kingdom passed on to his son-in-law Dasaratha. At 

that time Ayodhya region was also called Kosala or Kasi Kosala. So in order 

to differentiate, Kasi Kosala was called Uttara Kosala and Nagapattana area 

was named Daksina Kosala. 

D.C. Sarkar
22

 locates Dakshina Kosala in Western Odisha and Eastern 

Chhattisgarh covering Nuapada, Kalahandi, Bolangir, Subarnapur, Bargarh 

and Sambalpur district of Odisha and Bilaspur, Raipur Raigarh and Durg 

districts of Chhattisgarh. 

The findings of a lac bridge, a type of ancient bund in Giribara stream 

and Raital Sagar in Maraguda valley further reveal that there was provision 

for irrigation in the field. The territory comprising the present district of 

Nuapada, played important role in the history of early period as it formed the 

central place of ancient and medieval Kosala State of India. 

Good agricultural production helped in the development of prosperous 

villages, town and city state. Eminent historian Shiba Prasasd Das has 

mentioned in his book Sambalpur Itihas that Patna, Sonepur, Sambalpur, 

Phuljhar, Sarangagada, Rayagada were the small states. In these states the 

primitive Gond, Kondh, Bhaina community people were the rulers.
23

  

 As per the description of Yuan Chuawang referred by Mr. Das, 

Buddhist exponent Nagarjuna had a relationship with Koshal. The circle of 

the capital of Koshal was more than six and half miles and it was more the 

size of the capital of three Kalinga. The king of Koshal was a Buddhist. 
24

 

The Chinese pilgrim Yuan Chuawang visited one of the monasteries in 

the 7
th
 century C.E. He reports that there were one hundred Buddhist 

monasteries and about 10,000 Brethren, all Mahaynists.
25

 The king of Koshal 
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was Buddhist Kshyatriya. There were 70 Deva temples, frequented by 

heretics of different persuasions. Excavations and archaeological findings of 

Maraguda in Nuapada district have brought out a site which resembles the 

description of Yuang Chuawang. The ruined forts, towns and cities in the 

interior areas of Nuapada district prove that Nuapada was developed adivasi 

area of India. The adivasis had capacity to build forts. The information 

regarding the adivasis of this area and their relation with non-adivasis in 

ancient period was very strong. 

The evidence of ruined towns, temples, forts, land-grants, and coins 

points towards the existence of an early state. It is difficult to assign any 

specific reason for its integration since source materials are not yet 

scientifically examined. However, it reveals from the observation of Yuang 

Chuawang, this was a place of Buddhist. Subsequently, it might have been 

destroyed due to conflict between Buddhism and Shaivism. During 7
th
 C.E. 

there was a clear division of Buddhism and Mahayan sect was in force. The 

yogini images depicts the tantrayani culture. Therefore, it is predicted that 

Maraguda civilization was the structure of Buddhist era and of Buddhist 

people which subsequently came under the administrative control of 

Chauhan dynasty, after Ramai Deo because Komanagarh was one among 

the 8 garh. 

The Guptas 

The first epigraphical reference to Kosala (Dakshina) is found in 

Allahabad Pillar Inscription of Samudragupta. It says he invaded South India 

on the way after crossing the Vindhyas  he defeated three chiefs; Mahendra 

of Kosala, Mantaraja of Kourala and Vyaghraraja of Mahakantara. It indicates 

that these were small principalities and that he defeated these chiefs but did 

not annex their territories to his empire. Any how this is a clear evidence of 

the pressure and influence of centralised authority of the Guptas on Kosala 

(Dakshina). This also saw the rise of Saivism and Saktism. Perhaps during 

this period, Siva was identified with adivasi deities. As Siva Linga and some 

adivasi deities are similar in shape, icongraphically the transformation may 

be from adivasi goddess to Siva Linga. 

The Nalas 

After the Gupta invasion to the south, there was political confusion in 

the Central and Deccan regions of India. Numerous local Chiefs appeared 

and tried to carve out independent territories. The Nalas emerged in the 

south eastern part of the Vindhya region. The Nalas had their political sway 

in Nuapada district.  Podagada at the centre of Chaura group of mountains 

and stone inscriptions discovered at Maraguda valley indicate that the Nalas 

ruled south Kosala in the late 3
rd

 century C.E. 
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The Parvata Dvarakas 

When the Nalas became weak, they 

migrated to the forest areas of south Bastar 

area and the Parvatadvarakas rose to 

power in Udanti river valley. The Terasinga 

copper plates mention Debhoga Ksetra 

which is   modern Deobhaga area of 

Chhattisgarh. The term ―DVARA‖ is 

connected with KAVATA DVARA site found 

on the mountain connecting Sunabeda 

plateau in Nuapada district. J.P. Singhdeo 

locates the capital site of the first 

establishment of Parvatadvaraka with the 

fort ruins of Bireskela village area in Boden Block of Nuapada District.  This 

area acted as the gateway to the entry of famous archaeological vested area 

of Sunabeda plateau, from the south direction. 

The Sarabhapuriyas 

About the close of 5
th
 century C.E and early 6

th
 century C.E. 

Sarabhapuriya kingdom was established in this region. The 19 copper plate 

grants and hundreds of coins of Saravapuria dynasty discovered so far and 

excavation report of Maraguda valley indicate their boundaries and aspect of 

the history of the area. The Aihole inscription
26

 indicates that Kosala was 

adjacent to Utkala. Yuan Chuawang indicates that Kosala was to the north-

west of Kalinga, 1800 li or 300 miles from the capital of Kalinga. C.B. Patel 

on the basis of his excavation findings identified Maraguda as the capital of 

Kosala (Dakshina). 

The Ponduvansi and Somavansi 

The Sarabhapuriyas were succeeded by the Panduvamsis. Udayana, 

possibly a sabara chief, gradually came into prominence in the Mekala 

region. His successors claimed to be Panduvamsis and linked their 

genealogy to the lunar clan. They established relationships with 

Saravapurias. They gradually captured the Saravapuria kingdom. Historians 

place their rule between 7
th
 century C.E. and the 8th century C.E. During the 

Panduvamsi rule land grants and village grants were issues and monasteries 

and monks increased. Brahmans were settled in villages with land grants. 

Panduvamsis are also known as Somavamsis. Somavamsis ruled over this 

area up to 11
th
 century C.E. In the 12

th
 century this area became an uncertain 

political zone liable to attack and conquest from several directions. During 
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this period the Bhanjas captured eastern Dakshina Kosala (Paschima 

Odisha) followed by Chindaka Nagas and Telugu Chodas for a short period 

each. 

The Kalachuris 

In 9
th
 century C.E. another dynasty of obscure origin attacked the 

western part (Present Chhattisgarh) of South Kosala. In the 10
th
 century C.E. 

they claimed the title of Kosalendra, Ruler of Kosala. The new dynasty 

became famous as the Kalachuris or Haihaias. A collateral branch of the 

Kalachuris, ruling Tripuri, established his capital at Tumana, who 

subsequently shifted to Ratnapur. Jajalladeva-I was the greatest king of 

Ratnapur branch. His Ratnapur stone inscription states that he defeated 

Somesvara, the Chhindaka Naga king of Chakrakota and got possession of 

Kosala. Kharod stone inscription of Ratnadeva-III mentions that Jajalladeva-I 

defeated Bhujabala, the lord of Suvarnapura in 1114 A.D. So, before 1114 

A.D. the whole of south Kosala was occupied by the Kalachuris of Ratnapur 

branch. Kalachuri coins are found at Maraguda valley, Kamkeda village and 

Nehna site in Nuapada District. Kalachuri king and queen sculptures are 

discovered from Maraguda valley and exhibited at Nuapada district museum. 

Maraguda valley seems to be the southern administrative headquarters of 

the Kalachuri empire. For nearly a hundred years Dakshina Kosala remained 

under the Kalachuris. 

The Gangas 

In the 13
th
 century C.E. the Ganga ruler of Odisha Anangabhimadeva III 

was able to defeat Kalachuri Ruler of Ratnapur   and capture eastern part of 

Dakshina Kosala (Paschima Odisha). He appointed a Mandaleswara at 

Suvarnapura to govern the region. Thus in the 13
th
 century the western part 

(Chhattisgarh) of Dakshina Kosala remained under the Kalachuris and 

eastern part (Paschima Odisha) of Dakshina Kosala under the Gangas of 

Odisha. Second half of13th century saw the attack of Delhi Sultans in 

Eastern Odisha. The Gangas could not supervise the administration of 

Paschima Odisha and left it completely in the hands of Mandaleswara. The 

later declared his independence and started ruling autocratically. Internal 

disturbances increased, important centres of earlier period were neglected 

and started declining in the second half of 13th century C.E. and 14
th
 century 

C.E. 

The political uncertainty in Paschima Odisha encouraged seven 

indigenous adivasi chiefs to join hands with a Brahman to establish an 

egalitarian astasahodara (eight brothers) rule or a kind of oligarchy with a 

symbolic head (golden Lemon) at Patanpattana or modern Patnagarh in the 

14
th
 century C.E, ruling in turn. Each of them was called a garhpaior mallick, 
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had one garh under them. Garh means a fort and garhpati means ruler of the 

fort but garh did not always mean a fort but rather a territorial division, a 

centre or even a place. Patapattan was a mandala under a Ranaka or sub-

ordinate but due to its geographical location, this area as a whole had never 

been completely incorporated into the larger imperial power. The Brahman 

garhpatti of Patnagarh gave shelter to a Rajput woman and her son. The 

latter became garhpatti of Patnagarh.  

Ranak were the representative of a king. They happen to be the blood 

relation of the Kingship. A Ranak was also there in Ranipur Jharial of Patna 

area. The Ranak of Ranipur Jharial Harinath Deb had shifted his capital from 

Ranipur to Patnagarh. He had no child. After his death his wife Hemanata 

Kumari took over the administration of Patna. 
27

 

Hemanata Kumari was supported in her administration by eight Mallick 

or the leader of eight garh. After the death of queen democratically, these 

eight Mallick were rulling over the area. Among the eight Mallick / Mahilick or 

local leader Chakdradhar Panigrahi was head among them. 

These eight garh were 1. Patnagarh, 2. Kangaongarh, 3. 

Salebhatagarh, 4. Jarasinghagarh, 5. Sindhakelagarh, 6. Kohlangarh, 7. 

Goragarh, 8. Kumnagarh or Kumuna Khariargarh. 
28

 

During the period Chakradar Panigrahi had given shelter to a pregnant 

widow who subsequently gave birth to a child by the name Ramchandra. 

As per the understanding these 8 Mallick were involved in 

administration on rotation basis. One Chakradhar was suffering from fever. 

By that time Ramachandra was 18 years old. Hence Chakradhar deputed 

him on his behalf. Taking advantage of this opportunity Rama Chandra alias 

Ramai Deo killed other 7 Mallick on the day and declared him as the king of 

Patna. Therefore it is expected that the Chauhan dynasty might have been 

establish in 1320 AD. 
29

 

This incidence has been concluded by historian Shiba Prasad Das in 

the following manner: 

―Since from the reign of Somagupta there was a kind of democracy in 

the village, region, states and country. Abolishing the democratic rule 

Ramachandra Dev alias Ramai Deo took over the administration from 
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Ranaka and established feudal state in the Patna Mandal. Here the people‘s 

rule of democracy was ended in the Koshal.
30

 

He became famous as Ramadeva alias Ramaideo, and gradually 

emerged as the chief garhpatti, he transformed the egalitarian system which 

resulted in a hierarchical arrangement. He emulated the administrative 

arrangement of the previous period in the adjoining areas. The garhpattis 

were allowed to administer their respective areas and required to pay a 

periodic tribute, bhetti, and to help the overlord in an emergency. The village 

headman was now recognised as hereditary chief gahatia or gartia or gaotia.  

He was required to supply help during an emergency like the mallicks to the 

overlord. The chief of Patnagarh recognised the overlordship of the Gajapati 

rulers of Odisha and became a samant or feudatory in c.1360 C.E. His 

successor gradually expanded their territory and by 15
th
 century it became a 

vast kingdom. The 11
th
 ruler, Vaijal Dev (c.1526-1540) for the first time 

claimed himself to be a Chouhan Rajput in his Sanskrit work Vaijal-karika. 

Earlier rulers of this dynasty, Vaijal Dev-I in Nrusimhanath temple inscription, 

simply claims himself as the son of Vatsaraj.At the beginning of the 16
th
 

century a branch of this dynasty carved out a new kingdom named 

Sambalpur. In c1610 C.E. Gopal Rai, the younger brother of the ruler of 

Patna kingdom, got three garhs (Goragarh, Kholagarh and Komnagarh) out 

of eight as his share.
31

 To these, he added the present Khariar area which he 

got from his father-in law and formed a new kingdom (modern Nuapada 

district, see introduction chapter). Khariar branch claim
32

  that Ram Deo 

(Alias Ramai) defeated the Kalachuri Governor at Maraguda valley and 

established his rule there. After the occupation, Ram Deo established Manick 

Garh fort in Maraguda valley in memory of his ancestor Manik Rai. Ram 

Deo‘s tutelary Goddess was Asapuri, which has been anthropomorphized 

into Samaleswari.  The earliest Samaleswari Devi‘s head was discovered at 

Maraguda valley and is exhibited at Nuapada District Museum. Since 

Samaleswari Devi was discovered in Maraguda Valley she was as ancient as 

Buddhist Monument. At present the Sabar Community people have been 

worshiping to Samleswari. These Sabara or Sahara are treated as 

untouchable by the pure hindu. 
33

 

Ram Deo established Tannote garh to the east of Maraguda valley after 

the name of Goddess Tannote of Rajasthan. There are at least five different 
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versions regarding the Chouhan origin and the manner in which they 

established their rule in Paschima Odisha. 

From the historical developments referred above it is clear that following 

Gupta invasion the local adivasi chiefs and chiefs of obscure origin of 

Daksina Kosala emulate the centralised administrative system of the Gupta 

overlord. Apropos the south-eastern part of present Nuapada district on the 

banks of Tel river, we learn of a kingdom led by Parvatadwarakas. The name 

suggests a home in some mountain, and their worship of a deity called 

Stambeswari, representing a wooden post, suggest an adivasi origin of the 

kingdom. Saravapurias rulers claim their descent from ‗Sarava‘, a fabulous 

animal having eight legs, stronger than lion which suggest their adivasi origin. 

At least it is clear that their origin was abscure. They for the first time invited 

Brahmans to this predominantly adivasi area. Another chief of obscure origin, 

probably a sabara chief claimed as Panduvamsi of lunar clan. Earlier rulers 

of these dynasties were subordinate to some others. Latter rulers claimed 

independent status to legitimise their new status or to cover up their obscure 

origin, they patronised the Brahmans and settled them in their kingdom. The 

Brahmans of north India also came in search of patrons after the decline of 

Gupta empire. It served many purposes, the Brahmans served as agents for 

acculturation of adivasis. The latter were brought into the Brahmanic society 

and transformed mostly into peasant and other occupational jatis. But it was 

not a one-way flow, in this area, where the proportion of adivasi population 

was very high and where the rulers originated from the indigenous groups. 

The incoming non-adivasis accepted much from the local communities. So, 

the synthesis of adivasi and Brahmanic elements resulted in local forms of 

Saivism, Saktism and Vaisnavism.  

In the age old tradition of Adivasi and Jaties the ‗Jee‘ or the spirit 

are invited and kept in the Pidar as deities and are being worshipped. 

Some of these deities, which are being worshipped as family, village 

and regional deity are in fact once human being. After death their Jee/ 

Spirit became deity. Such deities are Somaleswari or Budhi Samalai, 

Patneswari, Domain Budhi, Kandhen Budhi, Budharaja, Niali Mali, 

Dalkhai, Sunadei, Mahalachhma, Leren, Chhotibudhi, Dwarsani, etc. 

Gang, Gagrng, Jadu and Kadam, the modern social category of Caste, 

Tribes and Backward Castes have been worshipping these deity and they 

are their forefathers. Perhaps these deities were once human being before 

2
nd

 century after Christ.
34
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Secondly, the Brahman with their knowledge of improved irrigation 

technology help improve the resource base of the kingdom to expand which 

generated greater agriculture surplus and settle the nomadic adivasis as 

settled agriculturists. It helped diffusion of agricultural technology amongst 

adivasis. During Kalachuris or Haihai rule the same ideology followed and 

new Siva temples were constructed in this region. As referred above it 

became easy to identify Siva linga with adivasi stone deities. Even today the 

adivasi deities are worshiped as Budharaja, Budhadeo and Budhasiva. 

Under Sakta influence the female deities of the adivasis were linked to the 

Hindu goddess Durga, and the local deities believed to be aspects of Durga. 

Stambeswari, a local deity having no place in the Hindu pantheon was 

accepted in the region as an aspect of Durga. The identification became easy 

because, like local deities, Durga protects, assures fertility, and accepts 

blood sacrifices. An example of such association is Vana Durga of adivasis. 

Rulers tried to indoctrinate the adivasis through Brahmins, to patronise 

adivasi deities for consolidation of their political power and for legitimisation 

of their position. In the adivasi areas these deities became the link between 

the ruler and the adivasis. The patronage of local deities and their elevation 

to the Hindu goddess helped therulers spread the story that local deity had 

been pleased with ruler, or that thedeity had blessed the ruler or the ruler 

could please the deity. This pattern might have emerged both because the 

ruler needed the support of the adivasis who were in majority, and because 

of the fear of the deity, whose wrath might result from the absence of 

worship. This situation marks the transition from pre-state to state society in 

Dakshina Kosala. In the mid 14
th
 century a group calling themselves 

Chouhan Rajputs came in to salience. The weakening of the Gangas of 

Odisha and the Kalachuris of Chhattisgarh helped them to consolidate their 

rule over eight garh around Patnagarh in 15
th
 and16th century C.E. and 

expand beyond it upto Sambalpur. The Chouhan ruler of Sambalpur claimed 

Atharagarh  Adhipati in the 17
th
 century C.E. A feature of the Chouhan 

Kingdom Dakshina Kosala was the right of the younger brothers to enjoy a 

share of some areas of the kingdom with administrative authority and the 

collection of bhetties and other dues at various levels. When the younger 

brothers became hereditary owners of certain garh or garhs, they would add 

to their domains through conquest or through matrimonial alliance with 

adjoining kingdoms. The examples are Sambalpur, Khadial and Suvarnapur. 

History of Komnagarh Kingdom 

 Prataprudra Deb, the Chauhan Ruler of Patnagarh state, created a new 

kingdom in favour of one of his sons Gopal Rai giving three garhs referred 

above. Gopal Rai received Khadial area from the Jeypore kingdom (Supra). 

Three garhs are Kholagarh (comprised the open and plain land of Nuapada, 
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Khariar Road (Mugrapali-Jonk) and Dharambandha) Goragarh (comprised 

the Sunabeda Plateau still known as Gudaupper) and Komnagarh (present 

Komna, which was made the headquarters by Gopal Rai and beautified, 

subserviently administration continued from this Komnagarh). It became 

more imposing with its fort well protected by moat around it and surrounded 

with bamboo thicket.A ruined fort along with a Sambaleswari Guddi 

surrounded by bamboo forest is still there at Komna town.  After the death of 

Gopal Rai in 1610 A.D. two of his sons Ramsai Deo and Padman Rai Deo 

ruled respectively. After their rule Ghansi Rai Deb, Gopinath Rai Deb, Ram 

Sai Deo II, Balabhadra Sai Deo and Prataprudra Singhdeo ruled over the 

kingdom in succession. 

During 1650 to 1800 C.E. rulers of Komnagarhs emulating the elder 

branch, tried to augment their own resources. They primarily needed an 

agricultural surplus for maintaining the state machinery. To achieve this, they 

accelerated the clearing of forests, inviting non-adivasi peasants to settle in 

their new kingdom. The landgrants like brahmottar and debottar increased; 

new tenure like babuan (king‘s adopted sons) Gaontia or Gartia or Gahatia 

(head of the village / king‘s favourites) were introduced in the plains area 

where the adivasi population was less. New settlements were started, and 

during this period Khaliapali or Khadial (present Khariar town) became the 

new centre of the activities .The rulers patronised the local deities like 

Dwarasani, Kanabhaira, Raktambari and Sambaleswari with local priest. 

Besides  adivasi  priest (Jhanker) priest  from unusual jatis like Paik (Jhanker 

Pujari), Mali (thanapati) were retained. Sambaleswari and Raktambari were 

elevated to the position of Ista Devi or tutelary deity.Badgudi or Bada 

Dadibaman temple was renovated and a brahman priests were engaged. 

Khadiala Nagara became one of the important centresof the kingdom.The 

famous nirguna poet Chaitanya Das, the author of Nirguna Mahatmyaand 

Vishnugarva Purana, mentions his place of residence, Badamula grama near  

Khadiala Nagara.
35

  

The Mughal Impact 

The Mughal rulers of India did not bring Dakshina Kosala region under 

their direct administration. Therefore, local kingdoms including Komnagarh 

enjoyed a great deal of autonomy as long as they were loyal to the Mughals. 

Since Mughal administration did not enter this area directly many institutions 

and economic relations were established by local Chouhan rulers with the 

help of Brahmans, Adivasi leaders and non-adivasi peasants. Some of the 

adivasi leaders were given special position on special occasions. The 

presence of Gond leader of Boden in all the ceremonies, and especially on 
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the dusehra with two arrows is crucial for completing the function and during 

the coronation ceremony of a new king. Powerful adivasi chiefs who would 

not submit were won over by truce or matrimonial alliance. Raj Gond chief of 

Tannote was conciliated, his authority in and around Tannote garh was 

approved by the ruler of Komnagarh. Around 1755, the then ruler gave his 

daughter in marriage to the Gond chief of Narra. All these were to win over 

the powerful adivasi chiefs as well as to have buffer state between his 

kingdom and Chhattisgarh Kingdom, where the Marahattas had already 

reached and proceeded towards Paschima Odisha. Pindaries were also 

regularly harassing the kingdom through their incursion. 

Marahatta Raids and their Impact 

During the late 1700s the Bhonslas of Nagpur used force to bring the 

ruling chiefs of Paschima Odisha under their rule as tributary chiefs. They 

carried on occasional raids, mainly aiming to extract as much revenue as 

possible from these areas. During this period the Bhonsalas started 

extracting exorbitant Takoli of Rs1600/- annually from the ruler of 

Komnagarh. The ruler failed to pay annual tribute; he and his son were 

imprisoned in Chanda fort between 1800 to 1818 C.E along with the rulers of 

Sambalpur, Patna, Suvarnapura and Boudraj. At that time the adivasi leaders 

of Komnagarh collected the takoli from among them and went to Nagpur to 

approach the Bhonsalas for the release of their ruler.
36

 Mughol and 

Marahatta did not leave any significant impact the way the social milieu in 

Komnagarh was evolving. They were satisfied with collecting an annual 

tribute or to extract the maximum possible and for this they used force where 

ever necessary. Instead of dealing with the people at large, they preferred to 

pressurise the chiefs. 

Colonial Experience 

The first political contact with the British East India Company(BEIC) with 

Sambalpur group of states (Paschima Odisha) happened in 1802 when the 

Rani of Sambalpur, on behalf her husband, approached them for help. The 

Commissioner, Cuttack Subah of BEIC promised conditional help.
37

 The ruler 

of Paschima Odisha would have to pay a token tribute of five gold mohars or 

coins each to BEIC and the company would help them to repudiate the 

payment of tribute to the Bhonsalas of Nagpur.
38

 According to the agreement 

BEIC came to their help and defeated the Bhonsala Governor of Sambalpur 

on 2
nd

 January 1804. But   by that time the treaty of Deogaon had been 
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signed between BEIC and the Bhonsala of Nagpur had to hand over 

kingdoms of Paschima Odisha to the Bhonsalas. The BEIC played a trick; it 

informed the Bhonsalas that BEIC is morally bound by agreement with the 

rulers of Paschima Odisha. On the other hand it wrote to the representatives 

of the latter, either voluntarily to opt for Bhonsala rule or to accept BEIC rule 

with payment of the same amount of tribute they had been paying to the 

Bhonsalas. The representatives of the rulers of Paschima Odisha reluctantly 

accepted and requested the BEIC for permanent protection against Bhonsala 

attack. In May, 1804 Paschima Odisha was placed under BEIC protection. 

This decision was again reversed in August, 1806. However, Bhonsalas 

could not take over Pascima Odisha again due to strong opposition from the 

local rulers. Finally, in 1817 C.E. with the defeat of the Bhonsala rulers of 

Nagpur, the Bhonsala state including Paschima Odisha was annexed by the 

BEIC. The chief of Paschima Odisha including the Chief of Komnagarh were 

released from Chanda fort in 1817 C.E. and restored to their respective 

estates. 

After their release the ruler of Komnagarh Prataprudra Deb and his son 

Ratansingh Deo decided to shift the capital of their kingdom from Komnagarh 

to Khadial Nagara. Prataprudra died in 1818 C.E. and was succeeded by his 

son Ratansingh Deo. He finally shifted the administrative headquarters of his 

kingdom to Khadial. Construction of new palace, temples and residential 

quarters for administrative staff was taken up. New ponds and wells were 

dug. This led to boundary dispute between him and the ruler of Kalahandi. 

He was able to defeat the ruler of Kalahandi and snatched away the Pugdi 

(turban). Ratansingh Deo became famous as victorious raja of Khadial Rajya 

by 1820 C.E. 

The BEIC got possession of this kingdom 

in 1817 C.E. but officially ceded by Article 5 of 

the Treaty between BEIC and Bhonsla Raja of 

Nagpur on 1
st
 December, 1826 C.E. This was 

finally confirmed by a subsequent treaty, dated 

26
th
December, 1829.

39
 BEIC had recognised 

Khadial Rajya as Khurriar and later as Khariar 

and placed under Chotanagpur Division. The 

BEIC continued to get from the Khariar Raja 

the annual tribute of Rs1600/-, originally set by 

the Bhonsla, till 1862 C.E. 

Khariar Raja realised that the BEIC was powerful enough to protect 

them against both internal and external danger. The British wanted an 
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alliance with local rajas in the relatively inaccessible areas for their own 

reasons. The King of Khariar agreed to pay Rs.1600/- annual tribute and the 

former agreed to help him as and when required so long as the raja‘s loyalty 

to the British was assured. They did not recognise the prior pattern of 

agrarian relations in the adivasi dominated society of Khariar region adopted 

their own Bengal model, equating the local raja with Bengali Zamindar and 

the adivasis generally with the Bengali raiyat subjecting them to the same 

pattern of revenue collection and administration.  Earlier the adivasi chief, the 

gahatia or village head were paying occasional bhetti; in case of emergency 

supplying paik or militia. Now they were asked to pay regularly. 

The gradual transformation of what had been gift into dues by the 

Chouhan Raja of Khariar and finally the concept ―revenue collecting  ruler 

and raiyat relationship‖ alienated the adivasi gahatia (headman) from their 

fellow adivasis. The adivasi gahatias were forced to collect more revenue. 

Monetisation spread with commutation bhetti and services into cash. The 

breakdown of the system, which had tied them together, coincided with the 

introduction of the colonial intervention and fiscal policy. The result was a 

movement, which became a regional upsurge and later became part of the 

wider movement against imperialism that shook India in 1857. 

After the death of Raja Ratan Singh Deo in 1842 AD his eldest son 

Sundar Singh Deo became the raja of Khariar for about a decade till 1852 

A.D. The second wife alias Rani of Maharaja Sundar Singh Deo was Kamala 

Devi. She got one tank dug and after her the tank was named as Kamala 

Sagar, situated in the Suburb of Khariar. Raja Sundar Singh Deo was 

succeeded by his eldest son Krishna Chandra Singh Deo in 1852 A.D. and 

this period was eventful. Raja Krishna Chandra Singh Deo gave shelter to 

the revolutionary Surendra Sai of Khinda, who belonged to Sambalpur 

Chouhan lineage. 

The revolt of 1857 started with the 

revolt of sepoys against BEIC‘s policies. 

Soon the civilians in large number 

joined the revolt. Amongst them were 

feudatory rulers, their relatives and 

service holders. The adivasi chiefs, 

peasants   and adivasis in general gave 

the rebels active support. It was a revolt 

against British exploitative system and 

exploitative machinery. Nuapada district 

played a small but a significant role in that struggle against colonial rule. In 

Paschima Odisha Surendra Sai, Udyanta Sai of Khinda, Sambalpur;  Binjhal  

Chief of Ghess, Hati Singh and his brother Kunjal Singh; Adivasi leader of 
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Bamanda estate Krupasindhu andJhanki Jhankar; Fateh Singh of 

Pahadsirgida led the rebellion. 

The British rulers used their military might to suppress them. Feudatory 

rulers and Zamindars were warned by the British neither to give shelter nor to 

provide material support. Therefore, the rebels had to take shelter in the 

forest, hills and rugged terrain and carry on guerrilla warfare. The Maraguda 

valley, Manikgarh and rugged terrain of Sunabeda plateau gave shelter to 

these leaders for three years. The local adivasis, peasant, Adivasi chiefs of 

Tannote and Raja of Khariar extended their active support to the rebels and 

even fought guerrilla warfare against the British. 

The Revolt 1857 and Role of Gond Hero Lal Sah 

 Sunakhan was a kingdom in the north–west of Nuapada. Narayan Sah, 

an adivasi chief of the kingdom, a great patriot was hanged and his son 

Govind Sah was arrested by the British in1857. In his place a British 

supporter Maharaja Sah, the ruler of Deori, who had played a role in the 

capture of Narayan Sah, was placed. On 16
th
 August 1859 Govind Sah was 

released from prison. He sought the help of his father–in-law Hati Singh, the 

Binjhal adivasi Chief of Ghess. The latter along with Surendra Sai were 

fighting against the British since 1857. Due to strong presence of the British 

force in Sambalpur region in1758-59 the rebels had taken shelter in 

Borasambar-Padampur and Khariar region. With the help of rebels Govind 

Sah killed a British agent Maharaja Sah, the ruler of Deorion on 10
th
 May, 

1860. British immediately issued parwana to arrest Govind Sah and Kunjal 

Sah and announced a reward of Rs.500 and Rs.250 respectively for the 

person who would capture them. 

The British again warned all local rulers. Particularly the Raja of Khariar 

was given ultimatum not to provide shelter or help to the rebel and warned 

with dire consequence for non compliance. They were further instructed to 

arrest immediately the rebels hiding in their respective territory. 

In spite of  all these warnings, instructions and declaration of rewards 

for arresting the rebels the adivasis, peasants, Raja of Khariar Krisna 

Chandra Deo and the Gond chief of Tanwat Lal Sah with his associate Chait 

Sah extended support, provided food and shelter and full security to them in 

Maraguda Valley.
40

 Cockburn, the British General with military force reached 

Maraguda in 1860. Due to stiff resistance of the local adivasi peasant, rugged 

terrain of Maraguda, Manikgarh and early onset of monsoon he could do 

nothing for three months. The British declared Krisna Chandra as ‗dangerous 
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chief‘ and Lal Sah as ‗Badmas‘.
41

 In August 1860 the Commissioner of 

Sambalpur issued a strong direction to rulers afresh not to help the rebels 

and take all possible measure to arrest Lal Sah. Cockburn wrote a letter on 

19
th
 September from Maraguda to Deputy Commioner that Manikgarh-

Maraguda region is under complete control of Lal Sah.  He branded Lal Sah 

as ‗famous badmas‘, ‗plunderer of property‘ and ‗unfaithful‘. 

To the great surprise  of the British, two  emissaries of Lal Sah reached 

the British camp seeking amnesty for Lal Sah in October 1860. They 

promised to hand over Surendra Sai. The intention of Sah was not clear. 

Anirudha Das
42

 opines that Lal Sah and Surendra Sai wanted a firsthand 

assessment of the strength and military strategy of the British which their 

emissary did. 

Lal Sah continued his struggle. It became a question of pride, prestige 

and honour for the British because by 1860 C.E. the revolt of 1857 had been 

crushed under the British might. BEIC had been replaced and India had been 

brought under direct British Government. Therefore, the Commissioner of 

Sambalpur and Assistant Commissioner of Raipur reached Maraguda Valley 

on 6
th
 November, 1860 C.E. and to personally supervise the attack on the 

rebels. They set their camp at Pihapara. On that very night under the 

leadership of Commander Vallanse British force attacked Manikgarh Hills. 

Raja of Khariar was asked to guard the other side of the hill. Cockburn 

sealed the route to the hill from Sarabong side with 200 British force. Another 

group guarded entry point of the valley at Lodra village. On 7
th
 November the 

British force could not proceed beyond Trisul Mahal, 8 km away from 

Sarabong Village. The rebel had built a protective wall of 22 feet high for 

miles long and had placed felled trees over it to check the British force. They 

had also set cattle herds on the way to Manikgarh hills. The strategy and 

arrangements of Lal Sah and the rebels surprised the British. On their failure 

they declared Maraguda valley as ‗Rebel Valley‘. 

They returned to their base camp at Pihapara and prepared a new 

strategy to capture Lal Sah. Spies brought the report that 3 miles away from 

Pihapara the rebels have built two defence walls in between Jonk river and 

Manikgarh and around 150 rebel with their family members had taken shelter 

beyond the wall. Two miles away from Pihapara Lal Sah with 50 gurila band 

was ready to block the march of the British force. Therefore, they decided to 

attack Lal Sah first. The British attacked the latter but failed completely. They 

were astonished to see the Gorila warfare technique of Lal Sah. 
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Finally, it was decided to attack Lal Sah from three sides 

simultaneously. On 9
th
 November one party of British force proceeded from 

Pihapara, second batch attacked the defence wall of the rebels and the third 

party led by Cockburn and Vallense covered 8 kilometres and attacked from 

behind. But the Gorilla technique of warfare of Lal Sah and the stiff 

resistance from the local adivasis with bows and arrows forced the British to 

retreat again. British commanders became so desperate that they burnt three 

villages. They could not capture a single rebel so they captured their cattle. 

Cattles were driven and brought to the British camp at Pihapara. They 

reported to their higher authority that the rebels had  built defence wall of 

brick and stone in Maraguda and Manikgarh area and further reported that an 

old civilisation was there  in that area but  it was difficult to survive there at 

that point of time due to shortage of water. The rebels would not be able to 

survive long due to shortage of food. This report is a clear reflection of the 

British failure againt Lal Sah and their despair. On 12
th
 November 1860, 

Forester, Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur wrote to the Secretary Bengal 

Government that Rebels had taken shelter in the deep forest of Jonk Valley, 

full of rugged hills and protected by Manikgarh fort. It is neither easy to bring 

out the rebels nor defeat them in Maraguda valley. 

By 1859 C.E. the leaders of the revolt of 1857 at all India level were 

either killed or imprisoned but in the Maraguda Valley of Nuapada district, 

Surendra Sai and his associates were given protection successfully for long 

one year. Surendra Sai stayed at Sunabeda village, Govind Sah and Hati 

Singh stayed in Gatibeda village and others at Adar village. It was possible 

only due to full active support of local adivasis, peasants and also 

organisational and mobilisation ability of Lal Sah. 

The British continued to harass and torture the villagers and pressurised 

Krushna Chandra Deo, Raja of Khariar to capture Lal Sah. In order to save 

the villagers from the British harassment and torture Lal Sah with his close 

associate Chait Sah surrendered before the Raja of Khariar on 22
nd

 

November 1860 C.E. Krusna Chandra Deo, the Raja of Khariar handed over 

them to the British Commander Vallanse. Raja of Khariar had acted 

ambivalently. In the beginning, he supported Surendra Sai, and so the British 

declared him as a dangerous chief
43

, but later he supported the British troop 

against Surendra Sai.
44

 The British arrested Lal Sah and Chait Sah and took 

them to Sambalpur. No information is available on last days of these two 

freedom fighters of India. It needs further investigation. 
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Lal Sah and Chait Sah are pride of Nuapada District. Their contribution 

in the First War of Independence of India may be like the role of a squirrel of 

Mahabharat in building Setubandha, but was very significant. With limited 

resources, in the face of all adverse conditions and fighting from a periphery 

against the mighty British for a day was very difficult but Lal Sah and his 

associates raised armed resistance for long seven months. Their courage, 

patriotism and sacrifice inspire everybody. The special role of the hundreds 

and thousands of adivasis, peasant and villagers who provided food, shelter, 

support though they lost their houses, property and cattle cannot be ignored. 

Margin speaks that they were the true freedom fighters of India without their 

active support Sah would not have succeeded.  Sacrifices and contributions 

of these freedom fighters are written in golden letters in history. 

Khariar formed a part of the Chotanagpur division in the British record, 

until it was transferred to the Jurisdiction of the Superintendent of Tributary 

Mahals, Cuttack in 1861 and in 1862, the said state was transferred as a part 

of Sambalpur and became incorporated in the Central Provinces of British 

India. The British Government continued getting tribute of Rs.1600/- annually 

from the Raja of Khariar till the settlement of1867. 

In 1863, The British government reduced the Raja of Khariar to revenue 

collecting Zamindar or Sadar Lambardar.
45

 Government of India conveyed 

certain orders to the Chief Commissioner of Central Provinces, regarding the 

classification of Zamindaris and other Petty Chieftains in the Central 

Provinces, on 8
th
 December 1864. In the year 1865 when the old Rajas of the 

Central Provinces were given the rights of Feudatory Chiefs, Khariar was 

included among the non-feudatory Zamindaris.
46

 The rights, privileges and 

family customs enjoyed by the Khariar House and the powers exercised by 

them, in the appointment of a successor were recognized. 

The first revenue settlement was done between 1863 and 1867, and it 

raised the revenue due from the Zamindar by Rs.400/-, fixing at Rs.2000/-.  

Padman Singh Deo 

The brewing feud in the house of Raja Krishna Chandra Deo was 

responsible for self chosen exile of Padman Singh, the step brother, at 

Junagarh, the then capital of Kalahandi state. It is known that a Muslim 

Jamadar Bhikham Khan was sent by the Ranies of Krishna Chandra Deo to 

slay him while he was on his way to Junagarh. The Muslim Jamadar had 

helped him to reach Junagarh safely instead of saying. The death of Krishna 

Chandra Deo while camping at Boden in 1867 had cast gloomy shadow. The 
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Gadi (Throne) of Khariar was usurped by the two Ranies (Queens) of late 

Raja Krishna Chandra Deo and Chandrabhanu Deo of the collateral branch 

of Khariar Chauhan house. The grandson of Dibya Singh Deo, who was a 

cousin brother of Raja Ratan Singh Deo was trying to occupy the throne to 

become raja, but the adivasis and gentlemen of Khariar did not recognize 

them and demanded the succession of the legitimate heir Padman Singh 

Deo, who was in exile at Junagarh, the then capital of Kalahandi state. The 

wise persons of Khariar, Majhies and Pujharies went to Junaragh to bring 

Padman Singh Deo, his wife, son Brajaraj Singh Deo and two daughters 

Surya Kumari Devi and Niladri Devi. 

A Burmese Tusker ―Puspadanta‖, was purchased by people‘s 

contribution to welcome their new Raja Padman Singh Deo. After coming to 

Khariar Padman Singh Deo ascended the throne of Khariar in 1867.  

Padman Singh Deo generously rewarded those who helped him during his 

difficult days for obtaining the Gadi (Throne). He also appeased the 

disappointed rival Chandrabhanu Deo by declaring him as the head of the 

Chauhan community of Khariar branch. It should be mentioned here that the 

Khariar Chauhan house honour the Ramai Sword alias Pat Khanda, brought 

by Gopal Rai from Patna. Besides Ramai Sword, the Khariar Chauhan pay 

honour to a Muslim sword called Kuwar Khanda (Sword). In order to respect 

this Muslim Sword the Chauhans of Khariar do not eat pork. Even Tazia 

festival used to be encouraged from the royal palace for Hindu- Muslim unity 

and friendship in the estate. One Tazia used to be contributed from the 

palace of the Raja of Khariar. This practice stopped with the abolition of 

Estates in 1952.  

Immediately after becoming Raja of Khariar, Raja Padman Singh Deo 

started development works and excavated a huge tank at Tannote (Present 

Tanwat) village, which is named after him as ―Padman Sagar‖, covering 12 

acres of land and excavated another huge tank named ―Dharamsagar‖, 

covering an area of 15 acres 30 decimal.  After this, Raja Padman Singh 

went to Sindhekela, brought Narayan Singh and rehabilitated   him in village 

Sargadi. This family has now branched to Kampur also. He also brought his 

brother-in-law from Madanpur-Rampur to Khariar and settled them with land 

and villages for their maintenance in 1878, at Khariar. Raja Padman Singh 

Deo constructed Jagannath temple at Patalganga. 

Raja Padman Singh was loyal to the British Government and was 

conferred with the title of ―Raja‖ as a personal distinction by the Governor 

General of India Lord Dufferin. Padman Singh helped the British Government 

to suppress the Khond rebellion of neighbouring Kalahandi State in 1881. He 

drove away the Khonds to protect the Kultha refugees. He expired in 1889 

C.E. 
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Raja Brajraj Singh Deo 

Brajaraj Singh Deo was born in Magha Sukla Panchami tithi of the year 

1851 A.D. He studied Sanskrit and its culture in a Sanskrit Tol at Junagarh. 

Brajaraj as Jubraj of Khariar toured the entire Zamindari area with his father 

and brought himself to the close contact of his people. Under the guidance of 

his father, he shouldered the responsibilities and management of Zamindari. 

After the death of Padman Singh in1889 Brajaraj succeeded the throne. 

He realized that prosperity of a place depends upon agriculture.  He 

built a stable economy of the estate by organizing home farms and built up 

grainaries at every centre of home farm.  He personally supervised the 

cultivation.  At Tarbod, he built up a cattle breeding centre where stud bulls 

were kept for the purpose.  The famous ―Arnapurna Grainary‖, was built in 

Samvat 1947, i.e. 1890 A.D. at Khariar.  

Within 1889-1890, a scheme  was brought up for the construction of 

the road from Khariar to Raipur and Brajaraj came forward to make free gift 

of land for the construction of the road passing through his estate and 

waived away his claim for compensation arising there, from land acquisition 

proceeding. A. Mackenzie appreciated Brajaraj for waiving the claim to 

compensation for the land taken up under the land acquisition for the 

construction of part of the road, which was to connect Kalahandi and 

Raipur.   He started dug well by the road side and planted trees.  Some of 

these wells still exist.  He excavated wells at every three miles on the sides 

of Khariar-Arang and Nuapada-Bindra -Nawagarh roads within his estate. 

He paid foremost attention to education and culture.  Because of this 

he was made a Member of the first Governing Body of ―Raj Kumar 

College‖, Raipur, when it was opened first time in 1894. Brajaraj had 

constructed 10 pucca school buildings fully furnished in the interior and 

gave it to the District Council for management. English education saw new 

horizon at Khariar, when he constructed one ―Anglo Vernacular Middle 

School‖, at Khariar.  Its building is still standing and at present is used as 

Government Girls High School.  

He was a man of Justice and was given the powers of a Deputy 

Commissioner in respect to the appointment, dismissal and punishment of 

Mukadmas.  He held many unique distinctions from the Government for his 

public spirit and enlightened actions. He was an Honorary Assistant 

Commissioner and was invested with power to function as criminal 

appellate and civil powers. He built a dispensary building at Khariar in 1894 

in the memory of his father Raja Padman Singh Deo. The building is still 

standing and is used as Government Upgraded Health Centre now.   
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Brajaraj Singh Deo supported Harisingh Gour to study Bar-at-law in 

London.  After passing out Dr. Harisingh Gour used to fight cases free for 

Khariar Darbar.  Brajaraj established the daily market and weekly markets 

at different places.  He introduced Ratha yatra and ―Chandan yatra,‖ for the 

first time at Khariar.  Another new introduction was the establishment of a 

permanent drama stage by the then Jubraj Birbikram Deo in 1895 at 

Khariar. It was named ―Birbikram Rangamancha,‖ and was probably the 

first Odia permanent drama stage in Odisha. 

 Drought situation arose in Khariar Zamindari in 1897 due to failure of 

rain and it took the famine form by 1899 C.E. It was devastating.  Brajaraj 

opened his granaries throughout his Zamindari.  He made a move to the 

government through the Deputy Commissioner, Raipur, but no help of the 

government could be made available. There were no easy means of 

communication. The entire Central Provinces was in the grip of famine 

then.  Brajaraj Singh Deo rose to the occasion for the service to people. He 

did not wait for government help, which was to pass through long 

paraphernalia from the  viceroy, Governor General in Council to the Chief 

Commissioner of the provinces, down to the Deputy Commissioner and 

Tahasildars etc. Relief of any short at government level was unthinkable. 

He rushed through relief operations. His granaries‘ throughout the estate 

were the centres of relief operations. He helped the Kisans with substantial 

loans, opened free kitchens in central places to provide cooked food for the 

disabled and emaciated persons, and provided works to the able-bodied 

unemployed. As a result of this, several tanks were excavated or renovated 

throughout the Zamindari and people heaved a sigh of relief. 

In 1897 Brajaraj laid an orchard-cum-garden in the vicinity of Khariar. 

It was laid out in all its munificence and archaic beauty with its beautiful 

flower and fruit bearing trees. A gardener was sent to Nagpur‘s ―Maharaja 

Bag‖ for training. A gateway for the orchard (Brajraj Bag) built by him is still 

standing and even fruits bearing trees are still bearing fruits. In the midst of 

the orchard present Khariar Autonomous College stands.
47

  

The public spirited work and help in the famine of 1897, was much 

appreciated by the British Government and public in which he saved the life 

of thousands of his subjects by opening famine relief centres and getting 

rice from Burma and other places at a considerable amount of money. In 

1903 Brajaraj Singh Deo was invited to the Delhi Darbar, which he attended 

and was awarded with ―Kaisar-i-Hind, (Gold Medal)‖, for his conspicuous 

humanitarian service to the suffering humanity in distress.  He had visited 

Red Fort in Delhi and was well impressed with the artistic designs of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

47
 This orchard was donated by Late Rani Saheba Saubhagya Manjari Devi to Khariar College 

in 1978C.E. 



 
 

52 

 

Diwani-Am and Diwani-Khas buildings. After returning to Khariar, he 

planned and started constructing a Darbar hall, which was completed by his 

heir Birbikram Deo in 1910.  A coronation pillar for the commemoration of 

coronation of king Edward-VII was constructed by him in the daily market of 

Khariar in 1903. In memory of his second Rani Mukta Kumar Devi, Raja 

Brajaraj set up one village named ―Muktapur.‖ In the vicinity of Brajaraj 

Bag‖, one tank named ―Mukta Sagar‖ was excavated and a swimming pool 

named ―Mukta Kumari Babli‖ was constructed in 1906.  The nameplate of 

this ―Mukta Kumari Babli‖ is now preserved at Nuapada District Museum. 

His last contribution during the time of his Kingship is the translation of 

―Satyanarayan Brata Katha‖ into Odia language from the Original Sanskrit. 

He breathed his last on 15
th
 November 1907 at Mahasamund at the age of 

56. 

Padman Singh Deo and Brajaraj Singh Deo were loyal to the British 

government for which they were appreciated and even both of them were 

honoured with Kaiser-i-Hind in 1903 and 1911 respectively but the British 

colonial rulers for their own interest started interfering with the power and 

privileges of Khariar Zamindari step by step. The British government took 

over the right to police management in 1892; then in1894 the direct 

management of Abkari (excise) and Pandari (octroi) and, in 1898, that of 

forests and also introduced Patwari system in1891. Even on 15
th
 July 1904, 

the British Government took possession of the cattle pounds, situated in 

Khariar Zamindari.  Due to this Raja Brajaraj had filed case in the Court of 

Chief Commissioner, which was finally filed in the Privy Council by his 

advocate Dr. Harisingh Gour.
48

   

Raja Bir Bikram Deo 

Bir Bikram Deo, born in 1874, was the eldest son of Raja Brajaraj Singh 

Deo. Birbikram was influenced by his father to Odia literature and started 

writing from his teen age. He established a permanent Drama Stage at 

Khariar in 1895. His wife Dolananda Priya Devi wrote an Odia drama named 

―Nari Swatantra Nataka‖, which was staged at Khariar in ―Birbikram Theatre‖ 

in 1909. Birbikram‘s brother Sibanarayan Deo was also a poet. Most of his 

Odia compositions are published in a book titled ―Jati Jati Phoola‖. He was 

credited with publishing and writing the first introduction to the ―Radhanath 

Granthabali‖, on 13
th
 April 1902. He also wrote Ravana Angada Ubach and 

Votertaya in Kosali.    

He has 23 publications to his credit and the manuscripts are now 

preserved at the Manuscript Section of Odisha State Museum, Bhubaneswar. 
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Raja Artatran Deo 

Artatran Deo was the eldest 

son of Raja Birbikram Deo. His 

mother was Rani Dolananda Priya 

Devi. He was born on 17
th
 July 

1900. After the sudden death of his 

father, the Khariar Zamindari was 

managed by the Court-of-Wards 

(2
nd

 April 1912 to 16
th
 May 1921). 

Artatran, the minor Chief was sent 

to Rajkumar College, for his study and training.  He passed out and left the 

institution in February 1919 and joined Bangabasi College, Calcutta in 1919 

and passed the I.A. Examination privately. After study, he was put in charge 

of Assistant Manager of his Zamindari. On attaining major hood he was 

recognised as the Zamindar of Khariar in 1921.  

He took keen interest in the improvement of Raja Padman Singh 

Dispensary, Anglo Vernacular Middle School and the Girls‘ School and had 

rendered valuable services to the public so far as medical relief and the 

education of the masses were concerned. For the availability of more 

advanced aid, he gave free gift of a plot, in 1929, for starting of a Christian 

Missionary Hospital in the suburb of Khariar. Besides, he provided  

scholarship to  students due to which Khariar could produce two LLBs, a 

number of undergraduates and matriculates, two trained teachers, one 

trained Sub-Assistant Surgeon, one trained carpenter and one Shastri in 

Sanskrit and two Medical students before the Independence of India. One at 

Medical School, Nagpur and two others at Medical College, Lucknow 

received aid for the training in the Medical Science.  

Number of Primary School buildings were constructed during the time of 

Artatran Deo, at the Zamindari expense and handed over to the District 

Council, Raipur which later came under the control of the District Council, 

Sambalpur with the formation of Odisha Province on 1
st
 April 1936. 

Raja Artatran Deo played a decisive role during the formation of Odisha 

Province. He was nominated Member, Odisha Advisory Council in 1936 and 

elected member of Odisha Legislative Council in 1937 from Khariar 

Constituency. He was life member of Indian Red Cross Society, Boy Scout 

Association and Stud Bulls Association of Odisha branch, Member, Executive 

Committee, Flood Relief Funds, Odisha, 1937. He had represented the 

Sambalpur District as Scout Commissioner at Puri and was member, 

Sambalpur District Council. He was an Honorary Magistrate and allowed 100 

retainers with arms. He was paying Takoli of Rs25000/- to the British 
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 In 1942, he had started an orphanage, which was called ―Artatran 

Orphanage‖ and one beggars‘ home for the destitute at Khariar.  During the 

construction of road from Nuapada to Sohela, Raja Artatran Deo made a free 

gift of land for the construction of the road and the P.W.D. Dak bungalow.  A 

High School was started in 1942. In 1944, he got the foundation stone of the 

High School laid by the then Governor of Odisha, which was named as ―Raja 

Artatran Deo High School‖. 

On 1
st
 January, 1944, the Viceroy of India conferred the title of ―Raja‖, 

as a personal designation on Artatran Deo. He was allowed to get the Indian 

Territorial Force of Bihar, by the Governor of Bihar.  

Raja Artatran Deo donated a substantial sum to Gopal Chandra 

Praharaj for publication of the ―Purna Chandra Odia Bhasha Kosha‖. He 

liberally donated towards the Flood Relief Fund and several other 

philanthropic institutions of the province and outside. 

During his rule Forest Satyagraha, Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil 

Disobedience Movement, Odia Nationalism and Formation of Odisha State 

Movement, Quit India Movement took place. 

Raja Artatran Deo celebrated Silver Jubilee of his administration in 

1946 and was elected Member of Legislative Council of Odisha as an 

independent candidate. But unfortunately he expired on 30
th
 September, 

1946. Raja Artatran Deo was succeeded by his only son Anup Singh Deo. 

Raja Anup Singh Deo (Kabi Saurabha) 

Anup Singh Deo was born on 24
th
 January 1920. His parents were Raja 

Artatran Deo and Rani Mayanka Manjari Deo. He passed Chief College‘s 

Diploma Examination from Raj Kumar College, Raipur in 1937. He appeared 

privately through Evean Christian College, Allahabad and passed Higher 

Cambridge Examination in 1940.  

He took administrative and Magisterial training at Sambalpur in the year 

1939, under Mr. R.C.S. Bell, ICS, became Honorary Magistrate 3
rd

 Class at 

Khariar in 1941, became a member of Sambalpur District Board in 1942, 

became an Honorary Assistant Recruiting Officer during World War-II in 

1943 at Sambalpur and after his father‘s death in 1946, became the Raja of 

Khariar Zamindari (1946 to 1952). Zamindari abolition Bill was passed in 

Odisha Legislative Assembly and all the Zamindaris of Odisha ceased to 

exist, in 1952. 

He joined Indian National Congress Party in 1951 and got elected to 

Odisha Legislative Assembly in 1952 from Khariar Assembly Constituency 

and became Deputy Minister in Sri Naba Krishna Chaudhury‘s Ministry. He 
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got elected as Congress party candidate from Khariar Assembly 

Constituency in 1957, 1961, 1967, 1971, 1980 and 1985. He contested in 

1996 as Congress Candidate in Odisha State Legislative Assembly election, 

but lost. He was Deputy Minister from 1953 to 1958, 1965 to 1976, 1980 to 

1985 and became Cabinet Minister of Commerce, Transport, Labour and 

Employment Departments in 1985. Sri Hemananda Biswal assumed charge 

as the Chief Minister on 7
th
 December 1989 and Anup Singh Deo was 

Minister of Commerce and Transport in his Cabinet. He was the Speaker of 

Odisha Legislative Assembly for a brief period. He was a prominent Odia 

poet .His Odia poetry books are ―Arati‖, ―Urmi‖, ―Latika‖, ―Murchhana‖, 

―Sanachaya‖, ―Tripatri‖, ―Birahabaridhi‖ and the unpublished manuscripts are 

many. He was President of ―Khariar Sahitya Samittee (1946-96).He 

conferred with ―Kabi Saurabha‖ title by Braja Mohan Sahitya Samiti, 

Bhawanipatna in 1971. 

Freedom Movement  

The new system, which the British introduced, gave advantage to the 

new elements who were economically stronger. In order to extract maximum 

revenue, the government took complex administrative steps (revenue, forest, 

police, and the thekedari system). The thekedari or auction of village system 

was introduced in1869 C.E. replacing khudkatti or first clearer of forest right. 

Moneyed men took advantage of this. The adivasi headmen with their low 

level of agricultural technology and little experience of a monetised economy, 

complex social setting and state structure, could not compete with 

economically more powerful groups. Non-adivasis, dominance gradually 

replaced the adivasi groups. The thekedars collected salami or presents from 

the new settlers. They also extracted beth-beggar or free labour from the 

peasant. The thekedars grabbed the land of the adivasis and peasants on 

flimsy ground, at the same time humiliated them, and harassed them. 

Between 1869 and 1891 C.E. there also developed the nazrana system (levy 

collection by Zamindar at the time of theka renewal). The adivasis could not 

compete with the non-adivasis in paying nazrana. This area witnessed the 

repeated failure of crop in 1877, 1886 and finally was struck by the great 

famine of 1899. Death, out-migration, mortgage and sale of lands became 

common. There was an increase in prices of food grains which further added 

to the miseries of the people. 

Zamindars of Khariar saw their future depend on the British power and 

became loyal to the British government. The zamindar-thekedar-sarkar nexus 

exploited the adivasis and peasants.There was discontentment amongst the 

latter against the revenue, forest thekedari, nazrana, salami, beth-beggars 

and other policies of the colonial rulers and their local representatives. To 

these different groups in Nuapada responded in different ways at different 
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times. Some of them accepted low position in some places; others aspired to 

take advantage of the changed system. Yet other groups could not cope with 

the new system and consequently withdrew to inaccessible niches of 

Nuapada, and at other times revolted against exploitation. 

 In the first phase of the revolt the Gond chief of Tannote, Adivasis, Jatis 

(Dalit) peasants and villagers took part in the revolt of 1857 against British 

policy for exploitation. 

In the second phase the adivasis (tribe + caste), peasants, students and 

people at large joined the Indian National Movement. Indian National 

Congress leaders of the Central Provinces and Odisha, Praja Mandal leaders 

of Odisha extended their support to the suffering masses of Khariar 

Zamindari. Ganesh Prasad Mohapatra of Jholpather village, a follower of 

Mahatma Gadhi, led protest march to darbar hall at Khariar on 16th March 

1921, the day of coronation of Zamindar Artatran Singh Deo. The People of 

Khariar Zamindari actively participated in forest Satyagraha, non-

cooperation, refused to pay salami, grazing tax (Chari). A demonstration was 

organised by people in January 1922 C.E. on the main road of Nuapada. The 

Police in order to terrorise and disperse them had to open blank fire. They 

dispersed, but it could not discourage and dampen their spirit. They 

continued the struggle keeping pace with National struggle for the 

Independence of India.  

Purna Swaraj or Complete Independence call by Indian National 

Congress in 1929 from Lahore was well received in Nuapada district. On 26
th
 

January 1930 tricolours flag were hoisted in many school for which teachers 

had to undergo punishment and imprisonment. Civil Disobedience Movement 

became quite widespread and aggressive in Nuapada area, sporadic 

violence were reported. They protested against the oppressive action taken 

by the Zamindar, his official and police. They criticised the extraction of forest 

cess, pandri (octroi), restriction imposed on forest rights of people, collection 

of salami, Chari and use of beth-beggar. Meetings were organised in the 

villages which received good response. They decided to hold a protest 

meeting at Saliha. People from more than 20 villages from different corners 

of Nuapada gathered at Saliha, a village near Nuapada on 30th September, 

1930 to protest against arbitrary extraction of taxes, exploitation of the 

authority and to demand Purna Swaraj.
49

 The Kamdar or the supervisor of 

Nuapada area of Khariar Zamindar secretly informed the Zamindar the plan 

and activities of the agitators and the latter instructed the police to take 

action. Armed police force of Nuapada marched to village Salia.  They 
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reached the meeting place and found the meeting in progress under the 

leadership of Tejudas Baba, a sannyasi of Chuhuri village. Police asked them 

to stop the meeting immediately which the agitators refused. They raised 

slogan against imperial government and their local associates.  The police 

lathicharged on the unarmed agitators who were peacefully holding meeting. 

Lathicharge aggravated the situation because the people counter attacked, 

burnt the lathis of the police and physically assaulted them and a sergeant 

was injured. Police resorted to indiscriminate firing. Two of the leaders; 

Kejudas Baba and Kartik Sabar, an adivasi leader of Saliha received bullet 

injuries. More than fifty satyagrahis were arrested, including their leaders 

Ramlal Debangan of Parkod, Ramu of Saliguda, Kundu of Chanbera Kundri, 

Ganda Rai of Saliha, Laxman Das of Khariar road. In spite of repression and 

arrest the satyagrahis continued their protest. Police had to withdraw to 

Patparpali. Injured Kejudas Baba and Kartik Sabar were carried to the village 

Saliha by the satyagrahis. Next day on 1st October 1930 police returned to 

Saliha with more force and arrested the two injured leaders and took them to 

Raipur. 
50

 

Agitation spread to Choulsara, Patparpali, Khuteru and Ranadabri 

villages. In the absence of their leaders the forest Satyagraha temporarily 

subsided but picketing before liquor shops and burning foreign goods 

continued.
51

 Jagadish Prasad Joshi of Karangamal village, a follower of 

Mahatma Gandhi, continued the freedom struggle in Nuapada district .He 

along with his followers were arrested in 1930. Joshi was kept in Raipur jail 

for one year long. 

On 1
st
 April 1936 C.E. Khariar and Borasamber Zamindaris were 

transferred from the Central Provinces to Odisha. Khariar Zamindari was 

declared a subdivision with headquarters at Nuapada and was added to 

Sambalpur District. On 2
nd

 April 1036 there was a demonstration at Nuapada 

town. For hours together a mini war continued between police force and the 

freedom fighters. The freedom fighters appealed to the Minister to enquire 

against the exploitation and atrocities of police and government officials.
52

 A 

combined public meeting of peasants of Nuapada and Padampur was held 

and prepared a draft containing the demands of the people. The demands 

were exemption of land revenue, abolition of plough and festival tax, 

exemption of grazing tax and to stop eviction of farmer in case of failure of 

payment of tax. The protest, meeting, demonstration and picketing continued 

for years together. Simultaneously the congress workers continued the 
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Gandhian constructive work like construction and repair of village roads, 

digging of village ponds, spread of education, campaign against liquor and 

untouchability. They held awareness meeting for this throughout Khariar 

Zamindari. The response from the people was unprecedented which 

pressurised the Zamindar to call a meeting of agitating peasants, adivasis 

and their leaders in 1939. He had to withdraw some of the taxes and 

reassess many taxes.
53

  

In 1939 national week was celebrated throughout Nuapada from 6th 

April to 13
th
 April. Swadeshi movement became very strong, boycott of 

foreign goods continued and use of Khadi cloths became popular. On 13
th
 

April, 1939 C.E. Jalliwana Day was observed and foreign goods were burnt 

on the streets of Nuapada publicly. 

In May 1939 C.E. a big public rally was organised at Bhela. The protest 

was against police firing on freedom fighters at Gangpur, an impartial 

enquiry was demanded. It was also against exploitation of Zamindar and his 

officials. This meeting resolved not to support British imperialist colonial 

rulers in the Second World War. 

In 1942 C.E. Quit India resolution was 

passed by All India Congress Committee 

on 8
th
 August. On 9

th
 August all prominent 

congress leaders including Gandhi were 

arrested. The news of arrest of leaders 

shook the people and they took to street 

protesting against it. There were protest, 

hartal and demonstration in cities, town 

and villages. In Nuapada people disobeyed and defied the imposition of 

section 30 of the Police Act and organised a public meeting at Bhela under 

the leadership of Jagdish Prasad Joshi and Ugra Madhab Joshi. The tri 

colour flag was hoisted on Nuapada Jail and in many schools. Students 

boycotted their classes and schools at Khariar and Nuapada. Jagdish Joshi 

was arrested. 

On 9
th
 January 1946 C.E. a public meeting was organised at Khariar 

Road to demand Independence of India and to protest against exploitation of 

peasant by the officials of the Zamindar. Harekrishna Mahatab, the leader of 

Odisha Pradesh Congress committee, presided over the meeting. 

On 15
th
 August 1947 Independence of India was celebrated with great 

enthusiasm throughout Nuapada. Public celebration were organised at 

Khariar, Nuapada, Khariar Road, Bhela, Karangamal, Sinapali, Saliha, 
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Komna  where National Flag was hoisted heralding the freedom of India from 

foreign rule.  

Post Independence History 

After Independence of India feudatory and princely states were merged 

with Indian union in 1948-49. Accordingly feudatory or princely states and 

Zamindaris of Odisha merged with Odisha Province. Orissa Estate Abolition 

Act, 1952 abolished all rights, title and interest in the land of intermediaries in 

1952. The Parliamentary system of government was welcomed by the 

people of Nuapada.  During first general election people of Nuapada actively 

participated and elected their representatives. There are two assembly 

constituencies i.e. Nuapada and Khariar. Nuapada district comes under 

Kalahandi Parliamentary constituency. The traditional feudal structure 

helped the members of the royal families to win the general election and 

even from the reserved constituencies their chosen candidates won. The 

influence and dominance of the traditional elites i.e Gaotia both from adivasi 

and non-adivasis groups, Brahmans, Karanas etc. prevailed. Best lands of 

the districts were under their possessions. In the name of homestead, 

orchards, Debottar and in conjunction with the government officers they 

enjoyed land control. Though Land Ceiling Act was implemented, Ceiling 

surplus lands were distributed and given to the landless Scheduled caste 

and Scheduled Tribe group, no serious attempt was made to help these 

people to take real possession. Therefore, the landlord as usually enjoyed 

their land ignoring the ceiling rules. 

  In the year 1964-65 C.E. there was an acute failure of crop in 

Nuapada district which resulted in complete crop loss. This resulted in 

drought situation. People started mortgaging their land, properties, 

themselves and selling their animals even their children. Due to lack of 

communication and neglect by administration the situation became worse 

and hundreds of people died of starvation. The famine situation attracted the 

attention international and national news channels. State and Centre 

government realised the gravity of the situation. The Chief Minister of Odisha 

and The Prime Minister of India personally visited Nuapada in 1965-66. This 

improved the food situation to some extent. Relief camps at Khariar and 

Sinapali were opened. 

The famine of 1965-66 destroyed the backbone of the economy of the 

people of Nuapada district from which they are yet to recover. The roots of 

distressed out-migration, distress sale and mortgage of food grains, land, 

labour and starvation deaths in the district can be traced back from there. 

Attempts were made to survey and provide irrigation to the field to 

avoid repetition of such situation. Saipala, Patora and Jadamuda irrigation 



 
 

60 

 

projects were completed, lift irrigation points and water harvesting structures 

made in many places. But these did little to solve the problem. Failure of rain 

is still leading to drought in regular intervals.  

In 1985 Nuapada, then a Sub-Division of Kalahandi district was 

severely hit by food scarcity leading to malnutrition, child sale, starvation 

death etc. It occupied the news headlines and drew the attention of the 

whole country. Leading social activists such as Kishan Pattnaik, Kapil 

Narayan Tiwari filed Public Interest Litigation (PIL) at the Supreme Court 

(case no.12847/1985) and knocked the door of the NHRC highlighting 

alleged starvation death, distress sale of paddy and child sale. The Supreme 

Court of India, the High Court of Odisha and National Human Right 

Commission also intervened. This issue gained further momentum virtually 

forcing all leading politicians, journalists and researchers to visit the region. 

The then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi also visited this area and realised the 

gravity of the situation. Workshops, seminars were organised, heated 

debates ensued in the State Assembly and the national parliament. 

Whirlwind tour of the leaders continued. Many plans and special schemes 

were designed and implemented to address the issues. The Long Term 

Action Plan (LTAP or KBK) was one of these. It was acknowledged that 

irrigation was the major issue and there should be both short-term and long-

term approaches to provide irrigation. Thus emerged the blue print of the 

ambitious major irrigation project on river Sunder-Tikhali-Indra named as 

Lower Indra Irrigation Project. Work of this project started way back in 2000 

and it was believed to solve the irrigation problem of Nuapada district and 

adjoining block of Bolangir district. But until now the project work has not 

been completed. Issues such as displacement, forest clearance, land 

acquisition, compensation, agitation, defective engineering work, corruption 

have slowed down the work. The irrigation problem still continues to be a 

major problem of this district. This has escalated the project cost from 

Rs.211 crore to Rs.1700 crore. 

The Paharias of Bargaon in the 1990s began their movement to get 

their scheduled tribe status back. The Paharias are still agitating for 

scheduled tribe status and forest rights. Rastaroko and Khariar bandh were 

organised at Khariar demanding the formation of Khariar district.  Adivasis 

and peasant of Nuapada from time to time agitating and organising 

demonstration, rasta-roko against restriction on forest rights, non-

implementation of Forest Dwellers Act, demanding proper support price for 

food grains, irrigation to their land, just compensation for displaced families. 

In the 21
st
 century Left Wing Extremism (LWE) has gained ground in 

Nuapada district. Relatively inaccessible and economically backward region 

of Sunabeda plateau with deep forest provided safe shelter for LWE in the 
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district. They are taking advantage of inadequacy of field level governance. 

They espouse local demands taking advantage of prevalent dissatisfaction 

and feelings, perceived neglect and injustice among the underprivileged and 

people living on the margin of the society. Since 2004 the 63 Gram 

Panchayats of Nuapada district have been affected by LWE. Government is 

trying to approach and solve the LWE problem through four-flung approach 

i.e. public perception, development, administration and security. The LWE is 

raising land and  livelihood related issues and  government  is trying to 

create employment opportunities in the district with special focus  on creation 

of physical infrastructure in terms of roads, communication, power as well as 

social infrastructure such as school, hospital etc. District level committee has 

been instructed to provide area specific facilities. 

Geneological chart of the Chauhans prepared by Sibnarayan Deo 

(1877-1953) 

Genealogy of Khariar Chauhan Family 

1) Gopal Rai (1590-1610.) 

 

            2) Ram Rai-I 3) Padman Rai 

        4) Bishnudeb Rai 

        5) Ghansea Rai Deb 

        6) Gopinath Rai Deb 

        7) Ram Sai Deo-II 

        8) Balabhadra Sai Deo 

        9) Pratap Rudra Singh Deo 

              (1793 – 1818) 

   

10)  Ratan Singh (1818-1842)  Raghunath Singh Dibya Singh 

           (Continues) 

 

11)  Sundar Singh (1842-1852) Laxman Singh  Kashinarayan Singh 

          (Baya Lal) 

 

12)  Krishna  Ranjit  Kanak     (13) Padman     Laxman 
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       Chandra  Singh Deo Singh Deo    Singh Deo      Singh Deo 

       Singh Deo           (1857-1889) 

       (1852-1857) 

14) Brajaraj Singh Deo 

(1889-1907) 

 

15)  Bir Bikram Deo  Sibanarayan Deo  Chandra Dhwaj Deo 

       (1907-1911)  (Continues) 

 

16)  Courts of Wards     Bijaya Bhairab Deo 

       02.04.1912 to 16.05.1921 AD 

       Artatran Deo (1921-1945) 

 

17)  Anup Singh Deo 

       (1945-1957) Expired on 4
th
 October, 2003 

 

 

       

 

  



 
 

63 

 

CHAPTER-III 

PEOPLE AND DEMOGRAPHY 

Demography 

According to the population census -2011 the total population of 

Nuapada district is 6,10,382 out of  which 3,01,962 are male and  3,08,420 

female. The percentage of population of male is 49.47 per cent against 

50.53 per cent female. The demographic indexes that below indicate 

females outnumber males. The district comprises one Sub-division, 5 CD 

Blocks and 3 NAC. Nuapada district is the 19
th
 district in terms of size and 

25
th
 in terms of population. 

Demography 

Sub-Division / 
Block/NAC 

Male Female Total 

1 2 3 4 
Nuapada District 3,01,962   (49.71%) 3,08,420   (50.39%) 6,10,382       (100%) 
Nuapada Sub-Division 3,01,962   (49.71%) 3,08,420     (50.39%) 6,10,382       (100%) 
Nuapada Block  59,284        (49.2%) 61,231         (50.8%) 1,,20,515      (100%) 
Komna Block 67,560       (49.18%) 69,804       (50.82%) 1,37,364       (100%) 
Boden Block 40,014       (49.98%) 41,673       (50.02%)   81,687         (100%) 
Sinapali Block 54,632       (49.72%) 55,238         

(50.28%) 
1,09,870         

(100%) 
Khariar Block 55,145       (43.82%) 55,539         

(50.18%) 
1,10,684        (100%) 

Khariar Road  NAC 9,526          (50.22%) 9,441         (49.78%) 18,967          (100%) 
Khariar NAC 7,644         (50.66%) 7,443         (43.34%) 15,087          (100%) 
Nuapada  NAC 8157              

(50.33%) 
8051              

(49.67%) 
16208 (100%) 

Source :-Census of India 2011 

 As per the Census- 2011 Komna Block of Nuapada District is the most 

populated block with 1,37,364 population  and Boden Block is the least 

populated block in the District with total population of 81,687. It also clearly 

indicates that all the blocks of Nuapada District have more female population 

than male. In contrast to that, the three NACs of the district together have 

more number of males than females. Boden block of the district has the 

highest percentage of male population i.e. 49.98 per cent and Komna block 

has the highest female percentage i.e. 50.82. Compared to other blocks 

Komna block has the highest male and female population.   

Growth of Population 

 During last 70 years population of Nuapada District grew from 2,19,850 

in 1951 to 6,10,382 in 2011, an increase of 177.63 per cent  which is much 



 
 

64 

 

above the state average growth during this  period. The growth of population 

from decade to decade is given below in a tabular statement: 

Decadal Population Growth 

Census year Male Female Total Decade  
variation 

Decadal 
growth% 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
1901 61,165 61,394 1,22,559 ------ ------ 
1911 72,875 74,614 1,47,489 24,930 +20.34 
1921 73,962 76,218 1,50,180 2,691 +1.82 
1931 87,838 90,949 1,78,787 28,607 +19.05 
1941 99,941 1,03,438 2,03,379 24,592 +13.75 
1951 1,09,339 1,10,511 2,19,850 16,471 +8.10 
1961 1,32,399 1,34,873 2,67,272 47,422 +21.57 
1971 1,68,514 1,70,380 3,38,894 71,622 +26.80 
1981 1,95,078 1,97,541 3,92,614 53,720 +1587 
1991 2,34,462 2,35,020 4,69,482 76,868 +19.56 
2001 264396 266294 5,30,690 61,208 +13.04 
2011 3,01,962 3,08,420 6,10,382 79,692 +14.28 

Sourcce: Kalahandi Statistical Hand Book 

 The newly created Nuapada district has an area of 3407.5sq.km and a 

population of 469,482 lakhs as per 1991 census.  Presently the district has 

one sub-division with five Tahasils and five blocks (Khariar, Boden, Sinapali, 

Komna and Nuapada). The above table drawn from Kalahandi District 

Population Census takes Nuapada Sub-Division as a unit from 1901 census 

onwards. The highest decadal growth of population of Nuapada District 

recorded during 1961-71 i.e. 26.80 and the lowest recorded during 1911-21 

i.e. 1.82 per cent. Moreover, the above table   shows that the growth rate is 

higher from 2001 to 2011 in comparison to the period 1991-2001. 

 During 1961-71 the decadal growth rate is more but less than the state 

decadal growth rate. In this period the death rate is lower than the birth rate, 

and it is   due to good medical facilities provided by the State Government all 

over (undivided) Kalahandi district, which saw the better health condition of 

the people. Further, it was also due to the awareness of the people. In this 

period Khariar Road and Khariar also grew into centres of business which 

attracted businessmen towards Nuapada sub-division. Businessmen from 

outside the state, especially from Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and 

Maharashtra, began to settle down.  

   During 2001-2011 and the last decade the growth rate has remained 

14.28 per cent. Due to developmental projects such as Upper Indra Irrigation 

Project, construction of National Highways, doubling of Visakhapatnam-

Raipur railways lines and some other industrial establishment   the growth 

rate of the decade marginally shows growing trend. 
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Density of Population  

According to Census-2011 the density of population is 158 persons per 

square kilometre in the district which records much below the state average, 

i.e. 270 persons per square kilometre. 

Density of Population 

Census 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Nuapada district 79 100 101.92  122 138 158 

          The density of the population of the district ranges from 79 persons 

per square kilometre in the year 1961 to 158 persons per square kilometre in 

the year 2011 which has nearly doubled during last 70 years. The trend has 

increased due to development projects initiated in the district, and some 

allied factors such as the formation of the new district and steady growth of 

medium scale as well as small scale industries. The decadal growth in the 

census 2011 is also a cause of increasing density of population in the 

district. The growth rate of density of population in Nuapada district always 

has increasing tendency from 1961 onwards. It is highest in 2011 and lowest 

in 1961 census. 

Rural- Urban Distribution 

 The total population of Nuapada District is 6,10,382 out of which  

5,60,120  persons  are in  rural and 50,262 persons in urban  areas. The 

percentage of population of rural and urban areas respectively stands at 

91.7 per cent and 8.3 per cent. It clearly indicates that more people in 

Nuapada District belong to rural area. 

        Nuapada district experienced more rural population from 1961 onwards, 

and it has been seen that rural population in 1971 census marked the 

highest i.e. 97.7 per cent out of the total district population. After 1981 

census the number of rural population has nearly remained constant i.e. 

94.5 per cent out of total district population. As per 2011 census total 

5,60,120  persons were in rural area of Nuapada district. The census report 

and figure in the table is not same because in 2013, eight rural villages were 

declared as urban due to formation of Nuapada NAC. So the rural population 

decreased to 91.7 per cent which is lowest ever in the district.  
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Rural Population 
Census Year Total Population Rural Population 

Population Percentage 
1 2 3 4 

1961 2,67,272 2,52,999 95.6 
1971 3,38,894 3,21,017 97.7 
1981 3,92,614 3,71,218 94.5 
1991 4,69,482 4,43,717 94.5 
2001 5,30,690 5,00,654 94.3 
2011 6,10,382 5,60,120 91.7 

 

In 2011 there were 648 inhabited and 12 uninhabited villages in the 

district. The total rural population of 5,60,120  persons live  in these 648 

inhibited villages of the district. It is nearly 94.4 per cent of the total 

population. 

Villages in Nuapada 

Population No of 
revenue 
village 

%  total 
revenue 
village 

Total 
Population 

Average 
Population 

Percentage 
of 

population 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

<200 84 12.72 9,266 110 1.65 

201-500 134 20.30 49,023 366 8.75 

501-1000 222 33.63 1,74,296 785 31.11 

1001-2000 171 25.90 2,50,213 1463 41.67 

2001-5000 34 5.15 93,735 2756 16.73 

>5000 3 0.45 17,641 5880 3.14 

Un inhabited 12 1.81    

 660 100 5,60,120 849 100 

Total 17 per cent of the rural population lives in 40 villages of Nuapada 

district and rest 83 per cent of the total rural population is scattered in 602 

inhabited villages of the district. Tukla village of Nuapada district under 

Khariar Block recorded as highest rural populated village with 6,884 persons, 

followed by Komna (5,435) and Sinapali (5,322). The average population of 

171 villages in Nuapada district whose population ranges between 1001 and 

2000 is 1463 people. In these 171 villages, the highest (41.67) per cent out 

of the total rural population of the district, lives. There are 222 villages in the 

district which have population ranging between 500-1000. Due to 

displacement of people from Upper Indra Irrigation Project, people re-settled 

in some other places as per their suitability which saw the increase of 

population in some villages.  

Urban Population 

Nuapada is the 29
th
 urbanized district of the state having only 5.58 per 

cent of its population living in urban areas as against 16.69 percent of state‘s 

population living in urban areas. According to the Census of 2011 Nuapada 
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district recorded 34054 persons living in urban areas which are nearly 5.6 

per cent of the total population of the District. The numbers of male and 

female urban population are 17,170 and 16,884 respectively. 

Urban Population 

Census Year Total Population Urban Population 
Population Percentage 

1 2 3 4 
1961 2,67,272 14,273 4.4 
1971 3,38,894 17,877 5.3 
1981 3,92,614 21,396 5.5 
1991 4,69,482 25,765 5.5 
2001 5,30,690 30,036 5.7 
2011 6,10,382 50,262 8.23 

Source-District statistical Hand Book of Kalahandi and Nuapada District 

N.A.C.-wise Population 

N.A.C Khariar Road Khariar              Nuapada 

Census Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

1961 3,364 3,05 6,400 3,878 3,995 7,883 ----- ---- ---- 

1971 4,704 4,522 9,226 3,835 3,816 7,651 ---- ----- ---- 

1981 5861 5586 11447 4998 4951 9949 ----- ----- ---- 

1991 7126 6899 14027 6063 5675 11738 ---- ---- ---- 

2001 8,400 8,229 16,627 6,850 6,559 13,409 ---- ---- ---- 

2011 9,526 9,441 18,967 7,644 7,443 15,087 8,157 8,051 16,208 

  

Khariar and Khariar Road acquired urban status in the year 1961. The 

above cited table clearly shows that the urban population of Khariar road is 

steadily increasing, but the population of Khariar decreased during the 

period 1961 to 1971, as indicated in 1971 census. In 1961 Khariar was 

treated as a town consisting of seven villages which included Khariar, 

Gadramunda, Kortipadar, Ranipur, Bijepur, Bhojpur and Padampur. But in 

1971 all these   villages except Khariar were treated as rural area. Nuapada 

NAC was created in April 2013 which includes six villages.  

Hence the decrease in the number of persons in Khariar town in 1971 

is attributed to exclusion of six villages. Both the towns i.e. Khariar Road and 

Khariar noticed steady growth from 1971. But so far as the population is 

concerned, Khariar road is the most populated urban area of Nuapada 

District. The reason thereof could be ascribed to it for being a business town, 

having railway communication, and Raipur, the capital of Chhattisgarh, is 

also nearer (150 kilometres) to it. 



 
 

68 

 

 In Nuapada district, female population is more in comparison to male 

but in urban areas there is deviation where male outnumbering female in 

both the towns since 1961 census till recent census of 2011. 

Sex-Ratio:  (No. of Female per 1000 male) 

Census Year Nuapada Odisha 

1 2 3 

1901 1004 1037 

1911 1024 1056 

1921 1031 1086 

1931 1035 1067 

1941 1035 1053 

1951 1011 1022 

1961 1019 1001 

1971 1011 988 

1981 1013 981 

1991 1002 971 

2001 1007 972 

2011 1020 978 

Source: Census Hand Book Kalahandi, Nuapada, District census Handbook Nuapada 

            As per 2011 Census the number of female per 1000 male in the 

district was 1020 which is higher than similar ratio of 978 females per 1000 

males in the state as a whole. The following tabular statement clearly 

presents the   sex ratio of the Nuapada district from 1901 to 2011. The sex-

ratio of Nuapada district is always higher than male. The highest sex-ratio 

was recorded in 1941 and the lowest sex-ratio of the district recorded in 

1991, which is 1035 and 1002 respectively. From 1901 to 1951 the sex ratio 

of Nuapada district recorded lower than the state average. But from 1961 

census onwards the sex ratio of Nuapada is much more than the sex-ratio in 

the state. It clearly shows that natural birth has always been given 

importance by the people of Nuapada District which has resulted in the rise 

of female population especially in rural Nuapada. 

Urban Sex-Ratio:- ( No of Female per 1000 male) 
 
 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Khariar Road 914 961 963 968 979 991 

Khariar 1030 995 991 936 951 973.70 

Nuapada ----- ---- ---- ----- ----- 987 

 Demographically the rural scenario is quite different from the urban 

areas of the district. The sex ratio in the urban areas (all the towns) is always 

lower than the district average from 1961 till 2011 census. As regard 2011 

Census there are 991 females per 1000 males in Khariar Road NAC, and 

Khariar NAC and Nuapada NAC record 973 and 987 females respectively 
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per 1000 males. As clearly visible from the above table one discerns the 

marked difference in urban and rural areas in terms of sex-ratio.   

SC Population 

Census  Schedule Caste 

Year Male Female Total % of total Population 

1 2 3 4 5 

1961 --- --- 43,265 16.1 

1971 --- --- 49,501 14.6 

1981 26,988 26,878 53,866 13.7 

1991 30,954 30,512 61,466 13.9 

2001 36,061 36,253 72,296 13.62 

2011 40,742 41,417 82,159 13.46 

Urban 3,327 3,486 6,813  8.00 

Rural 37,415 37,931 75,346 92.00 

According to the Census of 2011 the total population of schedule caste 

is 82,159 (40,742 male and 41,417 Female) in Nuapada District. This 

constitutes only 13.46 per cent of the total population out of which 92 per 

cent (i.e. 75,346) resides in rural areas in comparison to 8 per cent (i.e. 

6,813 persons) in urban areas of Nuapada District. In the District, Khariar 

Police station records 22.87 per cent of total schedule caste population of 

the District which is the highest in rural area and Khariar Road NAC records 

the highest schedule caste population of 3,587 persons in urban area. The 

most numerous among the schedule castes in the district are Dom, Ganda, 

Chamar, Ghasi, Dhoba, Keut, Mehra, Beldar and Panika. The highest 

numbers of schedule castes are in Komna P.S, i.e. 12,472.   

Highest Recorded Blocks as per 2011 Census 

Concentration of SC Population 

Schedule Caste Total Male Female Percentage 
1 2 3 4 5 
Khariar  P.S Rural 17,236 8,675 8,561 22.87 
Khariar Road  NAC 3,587 1,781 1,806 52.64 

Schedule Tribe 

 As per 2011 Census the Schedule Tribe population of the  District is 

2,06,327 (1,00,469 male and 1,05,858 female). This constitutes 33.8 per 

cent percent of the total population of the district. Among the schedule tribes 

more than 99 per cent lives in rural areas and less than 1 percent in urban 

areas of Nuapada District. Komna Block has the highest number of Schedule 

Tribe population, i.e. 55,608. The major tribe   found in Nuapada district are 

Gond, Bhunjia, Saora / Sabar, Banjara, Binjhal, Dal, Kandha, Mirdha, 

Munda, Paruja and Bhattoda.   
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ST Population 

 
Highest Schedule Tribe Population 2011 Census 

 
Schedule  Tribe Total Male Female Percentage 

Komna P.S  Rural 55,608 27,212 28,396 27.23 

Khariar Road Urban 1,155 560 595 52.35 

 

The Schedule Tribe Population mainly found in rural area of Nuapada 

district. 

Age specific Population of Nuapada (Census 2011) 

Age Group-wise Population: 

Age group Total Male Female Percentage Total and % in 
groups 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
0-6 88,344 44,600 43,744 14.4 1,95,431[32.0%] 
More than 6-14 1,07,187 53,520 53,667 17.5 
More than 14-34 190,521 93,523 96,998 31 3,60,629[59%] 
More than 34-60 1,70,108 84,796 85,312 27.86 
More than 60-80 49,353 23,227 26,126 8.08 52,921[9.8%] 
More than 80-99 3293 1448 1845  
100+ 275 135 140  
Not Permitting 1301 713 588   

 The table shows that 0-6 age group population is 88,349 which is 14.4 

per cent of the total population. 6-14 age group about 17.5 per cent of the 

total District population i.e. 1,07,187. The working age group 15-60 was 

360629 which is near about 59 per cent of the total population of Nuapada 

district. Total number of people in the age group 60-100 is interestingly 

52,921 i.e. about 9.8 per cent of the total population which is a negligible 

percentage in comparison to other districts of Odisha. Finally, it is clearly 

visible from the above table that 0 to 14 age group and 15-60 age group 

jointly covered 90.2 per cent of the total population of Nuapada District. 275 

persons in Nuapada District in 2011 census were more than 100 years of 

age.  

Census  Schedule Tribe 

Year Male Female Total % of total Population 

1 2 3 4 5 

1961 --- --- 96,599 36.1 

1971 --- --- 1,18,068 34.8 

1981 69,458 71,650 1,41,109 35.9 

1991 83,376 85,401 1,68,777 35.95 

2001 90,901 93,320 1,84,221 34.1 

2011 1,00,469 1,05,858 2,06,327 33.8 

Urban 2,206 1,108 2,206 1.00 

Rural 10,104 10,650 20,754 99.00 
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Worker and Work Participation 

 As per census 2011 the total number of workers in the district is 

3,05,438 which is about 50 per cent of the total population of Nuapada 

District. The number of main workers and marginal workers are 1,51,694 and 

1,53,734 respectively. Out of the total marginal workers in the district 

1,26,786 persons  worked  for 3 to 6 months, and remaining  26,958 persons  

worked less than   3 months in a year. The table below gives us clear picture 

about the working population engaged in various sectors. 

Workers Population 

 2001 2011 

1 Total  Percentage Total Percentage 

2 3 4 5 

Total Worker 2,44,362 100 3,05,438 100 

Cultivation 83,326 34.10 94,692 31 

Agrl  Labour 1,13,085 46.28 1,49,834 49 

Work in household 

and Industry  

7,192 2.94 8,641 2.8 

Other work 40,757 16.68 52,271 17.2 

 Out of the total workers in the District 94,692 persons, i.e. 31 per cent 

were engaged in cultivation, and 1,49,834  were engaged  in agriculture 

which is about 49 per cent of the total working population of Nuapada District 

as per Census 2011.Remaining workers were engaged in household and 

industry and other works. The number of these people respectively was 

8,641 and 52,271 which jointly cover 20 per cent of the total working 

population of Nuapada District. 

  According to the Census 2011 out of the total working population in the 

district 50 per cent was engaged in various works out of which the work 

participation of rural area is about 50.8 per cent and urban area is 36.9 per 

cent. 

Literacy 

Literacy Status 

 Total  Male Female S.C S.T 

1991 27.52 42.31 12.78 25.44 18.49 

2001 42.00 58.46 25.79 43.99 33.12 

2011 57.3 70.3 44.8 60.02 51.09 

ODISHA 2011 72.87 81.59 64.01 ----------- --------- 

          Literacy in Nuapada district became double in last two decade.  As per 

the 1991 Census literacy rate was 27.52 but in the last census i.e. 2011 it 

became 57.3 per cent. But, the literacy rate of the district is far behind the 

state literacy rate. Male literacy rate is more than female literacy rate in all 

the censuses, which has also been less than the state.    
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The literacy rate among the scheduled castes has increased in the last 

two censuses, i.e. Census 2001 and Census 2011. In 1991 Census it was 

marginally lower than the district literacy rate, but the rate of literacy among 

this category has more than doubled in last 20 years. 

          The literacy rate of the scheduled tribes in Nuapada district has been 

quite different than the Scheduled Castes. The rate of literacy among the 

scheduled tribes has always been less than the literacy rate of both the 

district and the state, and even it has been less than the scheduled castes. 

The highest rate was 51.09 per cent in 2011 census and lowest in 1991 

census. However, literacy rate has been increasing from census to census. 

Literacy Details 

Population Total 

Population 

Literate 

%of total 

population 

Literate 

Male Female 

Population 

Literate 

% out of 

total 

literate 

Population 

Literate 

%out of 

total 

Literate 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

District 

Total 

2,99,383 57.3 1,80,903 60.22 1,18,480 39.78 

Rural 2,75,864 70.3 1,67,937 60.87 1,07,927 39.13 

Urban 23,519 44.8 12,966 55.12 10,553 44.88 

Odisha  72.6  81.6  72.9 

As per 2011 Census report literacy percentage of Nuapada District is 

far behind the state average 

Migration 

Migration in Nuapada District (2011 census) 

Migration Total population Percentage to the 

total population Total Male Female 

Born with in District 4,86,375 2,56,379 2,29,996 79.68 

Born at the place of 

enumeration 

3,83,033 2,46,558 1,36,475 62.75 

Born elsewhere in the District 1,03,342 9,821 93,521 16.93 

Born outside the District 27,303 5,357 21,946 8.79 

Marital Status by Age and Sex 

Age-

Group 

Total Never Married Married 

Person Male Female Person Male Female Person Male Female 

All age 530690   264396 266294 252128(47.5%) 135584 116544 249137(46.94%) 123308 125829 

0-9 124618 63061 61557 124618 63061 61557 0 0 0 

10-14 60250 30541 29709 59915 30415 29464 293 78 215 

15-19 46672 23409 23263 41879 22746 19133 4688 643 4045 

20-24 40656 19333 21323 17047 12487 4560 23244 6745 16499 

25-29 43370 21306 22064 5681 4763 918 36928 16292 20636 

30+ 327124 106746 220378 114988 2076 112912 183984 99550 84434 

Less 

then 18 

213221 107584 105637 211736 107356 104380 1402 207 1195 

Less 

then 21 

246204 123882 122322 234510 121782 112728 11439 2049 9390 
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Age-

Group 

Total Widowed Divorced / Separated 

Person Male Female Person Male Female Person Male Female 

All age 530690 264396 266294 27197 

(5.12%) 

4693 22504 2228 

(0.41%) 

811 1417 

0-9 124618 63061 61557 0 0 0 0 0 0 

10-14 60250 30541 29709 23 5 18 19 7 12 

15-19 46672 23409 23263 42 10 32 63 10 53 

20-24 40656 19333 21323 162 56 106 203 45 158 

25-29 43370 21306 22064 432 138 294 329 113 216 

30+ 327124 106746 220378 26578 4484 22094 1614 636 978 

Less then 

18 

213221 107584 105637 44 11 33 39 10 29 

Les then 

21 

246204 123882 122322 105 25 80 150 26 124 

Source: Census of India 2001 

The marital data as per specific age group reveal that 252128 persons 

or (47.5%) were never married, 249137 persons i.e. (46.9%) were married, 

27197 persons i.e. (5.12%) were widowed and 22504 persons or (0.41%) 

were divorced / separated. Married status in the District in respect of Minor 

i.e. below 18 years of age was 1402 out of which 44 persons were widowed 

and 39 persons were divorced / separated.  

Crude Birth Rate/Crude Death Rate 

Year Infant Mortality Rate Crude Birth Rate Crude Death Rate 

2011-12 52 7.6 22.5 

2012-13 49 7.4 22.2 

Source: Odisha Economic Survey 2014-15 

Language 

So far as the language of Nuapada district is concerned, the Census 

report of Nuapada district does not have clear-cut data to show a 

language/linguistic map of the district. Due to its geographical situation, the 

dialect of the people of Nuapada district is an admixture of Odia, Hindi, 

Kosali and Sambalpuri. Despite the dominance of the dialect in the areas of 

verbal communication, people of the district write in Odia but speak a mixed 

dialect i.e. Kalahandia.  

Religion 

Nuapada District Abstract 

Religion 2001 2011 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Hindu 260653 262656 523309 

(95.6%) 

297284 303808 601092(98.47%) 

Muslim 2073 1972 4045 

(0.76%) 

2509 2443 4952(.81%) 

Christian 720 776 1496 

(0.28%) 

856 922 1778(.29%) 

Sikh 383 352 735 (0.13%) 363 361 724(.11%) 
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Buddhist 29 35 64 (0.012%) 45 31 76(.01%) 

Jain 421 392 8139 

(0.15%) 

463 442 905(.14%) 

Other 10 3 13 (0.002%) 11 11 22(.003%) 

Religion 

not Stated 

107 108 215 (0.04%) 431 402 8339(.13%) 

Source: Census Handbook 2001 and 2011 

            As per the 2001 Census and 2011 Census, out of the total population 

of the district, the Hindus constituted greater majority followed by Muslim, 

Christian, Jain, Sikh and Buddhist.  

Hinduism  

According to the Census- 2001 out of the total population of the district 

95.6 per cent were Hindus which increased to 98.47 per cent in Census 

2011. Among the Hindus most of the people are Semi-Hinduised aboriginals. 

They have adopted Hindu customs and worship the Hindu gods and 

goddesses. They also, worship their own tribal gods and goddesses.  There 

are many temples built after the names of different gods and goddesses. 

People observe myriad of festivals such as Rathayatra, Shivaratri, 

Durgapuja in the vicinity of the temples, and the festivals are observed on 

specific tithi (date) as per the Hindu calendar.  Some holy plants like the 

Pipal, Banyan, Bel and Tulsi are also worshipped. 

  A section among the Hindus in the district follows the principle of Arya 

Samaj. Amsena, near Khariar Road, has a Gurukul Mahavidyalaya run by 

the Samaj, where the residential institution imparts spiritual and vocational 

training mostly to the Adivasi boys of the district. Some of the sect of the 

Hinduism are Saivism and Shaktism. 

Saivism 

Saivism is one of the important aspects of Hinduism and there are 

many followers of lord Shiva in Nuapada district. He is known as Lingaraj, 

Lokanath, Mahadev, Nilakantha, Rudra etc. As has been mentioned earlier 

there are many Shiva temples in the district. The ancient among them are 

found in Budhi Komna and Tirbandh of Khariar. Shivaratri and Sital Sasthi 

are the two most important festivals of Lord Shiva. Shivaratri is celebrated in 

all the Shiva temples of the district with a lot of fan fare. But Sitala sasthi is 

celebrated only at a few places. The prominent among these is the one 

celebrated at Koshaleswar Temple in the Irrigation Colony, Khariar. All the 

rituals are strictly followed and the marriage of Shiva and Pārbati is 

solemnized every year on this day. The entire town of Khariar is involved in 

this function and a huge procession is taken out to mark the occasion.  
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Sakti Cult 

Pārbati, the wife of Lord Shiva, is worshipped as Sakti and there are 

various forms of Sakti. In Nuapada district there are many Sakti Piths and 

the ancient among them are the Sambaleswari and Raktambari temples in 

Khariar, Gouri Temple at Baijalpur in Sinapali Block. During Dusserah, 

celebration on grand scale is observed at all Sakti piths.  

There is the tradition of Chhatar Yatra at Khariar. The reigning deities of 

Khariar Sambaleswari and Raktambari come out in procession in a 

traditional fervour on the Dashami Tithi of Dusserah and on this occasion 

animal sacrifices are also given. But this animal sacrifice is limited to Khariar 

and mostly people worship with coconut. Originally all the Devees / Saktis 

are tribal and caste deity. Subsequently, they have been appropriated by 

Hindus. 

Arya Samaj 

There is a Gurukul Ashram at Amsena near Khariar Road. Here 

students from different parts of the district and even other districts and the 

adjoining Chhattisgarh come and learn Sanskrit. Located in a serene 

environment the students are trained on the Vedic traditions of Arya Samaj 

and Hinduism. Most of the students here are from the ST communities.  

Apart from this, the Arya Samaj also undertakes different reformative 

activities from time to time to bring about positive changes in Hinduism.   

Mahima Dharma 

There are a sizeable number of followers of Mahima or Alekha Religion 

in Nuapada district. They believe in Sunya Brahma, and are opposed to 

worshiping multiple gods and goddess as in the case of Hinduism. They 

believe that god is invisible one and beyond all descriptions. He is the 

creator of this universe. Nothing is known about Mahima Gosain the founder 

of this religion and his family. His followers believe that he was the 

incarnation of the Almighty. He had come to Puri in 1826 and breathed his 

last in 1876 at Joranda of Dhenkanal District.  

In Nuapada district there are a few Mathas popularly known as Gaadis. 

One such Gaadi is found in Niljee village of Sinapali Blcok. Samadhi Pitha of 

Late Chadramani Baba is here. Some Mahima followers live at Patalganga, 

which is an important centre of religious activities. There is also an ashram 

at Sardhapur in Sinapali block. One more centre is also there near Bundia 

Hill on the outskirt of Khariar where many Mahima followers are residing.  

This was a protest religion by Mahima Gosain. Mostly the people from caste/ 

untouchable have accepted this religion. They don‘t visit temple. They used 

to sing the songs of poet Bhima Bhoi, who was deciple of Mahima Gosain 

and has written numbers of poems, bhajanas and suttees. 
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Sikhism 

There are very few Sikh families, confined mostly to the urban centres 

such as Khariar Road, Khariar and Komna. They are outsiders and have 

come and settled over the years. As per the version of the elderly people 

only one or two Sikh families came first and took the opportunity of business 

here. Gradually they invited many of their relatives and friends and thus their 

number increased. Their number is maximum in Khariar Road and they are 

one of the major business communities there. In Khariar also there are 

around 15 Sikh families and all of them have settled over here. All of them 

are in business and have permanent residences. They have established 

Gurudwaras in Khariar Road and Khariar. The Sikhs strike very good 

relationship with other communities and often invite them to their social 

functions and especially on Guru Purnima celebration at Gurudwara. On the 

occasion of Guru Purnima they take out a procession in the towns of Khariar 

Road and Khariar.  

Jains 

The number of Jain families is also very less in Nuapada district. They 

are found in the urban centres such as Khariar Road, Khariar and Sinapali. 

They are also now permanent settlers and they essentially came from North 

India. The Jain religious gurus at times visit these places and the local Jains 

welcome and accompany them in the district.  

Islam 

 Islam means complete submission to Allah, and the Qur‘an is the 

highest authority. It is the undying word of God revealed through the prophet 

Mohammed (570-632 CE). Islam required every Muslim to believe in one 

God, His books and His messengers. The cardinal principle of Islam is there 

is no God but God and Mohammed is His Prophet‘. The fervour and piety of 

prophet made a profound impression upon his hearers and he was listened 

with deep veneration. The prophet enjoined on the faithful five duties which 

must be performed. These are Kalima or profession of faith, Namaz or 

prayer, Zaqat or Saqdqah, a kind of alms, Roja or fast in the months of 

Ramazan and Haj or pilgrimage to the holy shrine of Mecca and Madina. 

The Kalima proclaimed the unity of God, and the believers undertake the 

holy mission of the prophet. It is obligatory for all Muslims to pronounce the 

Kalima and have faiths on it.  

 Historical records unfold that Muslims first appeared in the Malabar 

Coast of Kerala in the 7
th
 century CE, later on the invasion was accelerated 

from the first quarter of 8
th
 century CE. Evidences report that Sulaiman 

Karrani the Afghan renegade defeated Mukunda Deva in 1568 CE and 
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captured Odisha, and it was the first time Odisha came under the Muslim 

yoke. Thereafter Muslim population increased and multiplied all across 

Odisha. In this process Nuapada district also not lagged behind and sizable 

number of Muslim population reside in this tiny district. Generally Muslims of 

Nuapada district are peace loving and harmonically lead their life with their 

Hindu and other non-Muslim brethren. The Muslims of Nuapada district are 

economically weak, socially and educationally secluded, and need special 

attention from the government for their upliftment. For their religious 

adherence they have Mosques in some pockets of Nuapada district. 

Mosque, generally built by the native Muslims, are found  in the locality of 

Khariar, Khariar Road, Nuapada, Komna, Boden, Duajhar, Kandetara, 

Birighat and Lakhna. Most of the Muslims of Nuapada district are adhering 

the Sunni sect of Islam. They celebrate festivals like Eid-ul-fitre, Eid-u-juha, 

Milad-un-Nabi (Birth day of Prophet) and Moharrum in accordance with their 

prescribed custom. Simultaneously they feel privileged to enjoy their festivals 

with their Non-Muslim friends. In fact, Muslims of this district have 

exceptional quality of rapprochement with all other religious believers, for 

which a sense of belongingness recorded here.  

Christianity 

 The history of Christianity could be traced back to the second decade of 

the last century. Since Khariar estate was under the administrative ambit of 

the Chhattisgarh Division of Central Provinces, the people of the locality had 

links, in terms of legal and revenue matters, and in some way or other, with 

Mahasumd which was a Tahasil and later a sub-division under Raipur 

district. The overseas Christian missionary, stationed at different places in 

Chhattisgarh region had been exploring places where they could open up 

mission stations and undertake project of missional activities. Of the many 

Christian missions in the region, the American Evangelical Mission in India 

was a prominent protestant mission. It had a mission station at 

Mahasamund, where a young American Missionary named Rev. H. A. 

Feirabend was in-charge and overseeing the missional activities. Having 

come across the Odia speaking natives of Khariar estate and with a view to 

exploring novel prospect for propagation of Christianity, Rev. Feirabend 

made an exploratory tour of the estate on a bicycle in 1916. On his first visit 

he called on Raja Artatran Singh Deo. He also made a brief stint at Khariar 

and during that brief stay he preached at market place. Later on, he rented a 

house in the town and deputed a catechist named Yusub Bakhs in the same 

year. Afterwards, he also sent another catechist, Sukhlal. As he himself was 

in charge of the two missions, Rev. Feierabend divided his time between 

Khariar and Mahasamund. Since the king was a minor than and the state 

was under the Court of Wards, the American Evangelical Mission could not 
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procure a piece of land where they could have built a permanent station. 

But, Raja A.T Deo had placed his garden house at the disposal of Rev. 

Feierabend who later became a very good friend to Raja Saheb and the 

royal families. Rev. Feierabend married in 1920, and in the same year the 

mission applied to Raja A.T. Deo for a piece of land. Land was selected 

about a mile and half from the town on the way to Raipur. The Mission 

commissioned three missionaries, Rev. H.A Feierabend, Rev. Martin 

P.Davis and Dr. Theodore C. Seybold to undertake the work of acquiring the 

land. As the Raja Saheb agreed to lease out land, the agreement was 

signed and the land came to the possession of the Mission in 1922. A 

bungalow was constructed immediately in the newly acquired land, and Rev. 

Feierabend moved to the new bungalow. Later on, trained evangelists were 

brought in from outside and placed in different places in Kalahandi, Khariar 

and Titilagarh sub-division. As evangelization started, with primary thrust on 

bringing the converts to the fold of the church, small outstations were 

opened at nearby villages such as Badmula, Khudpej, Bireshkela and 

Sinapali of present Nuapada district. The most receptive to this new religion 

were the Dalits of the district. A church building was constructed, with 

exclusively funds collected from the native Christians, and dedicated on   

December 11, 1927. The church was named Mukti Marg Church, Khariar. 

 The overseas missionaries felt the imperative need of a school for the 

children of the converts as well as the Dalit children of nearby villages. 

Consequently, Mission Primary School was established in 1928.  It became 

an exemplary centre of primary learning in the locality. Students cutting 

across castes and religions preferred to study here, and long back one of its 

Headmasters was awarded by the Governor of Odisha.  Realising the need 

of healthcare system in the locality, Raja A.T. Deo and some eminent people 

of Khariar requested Rev. Feierabend to open a hospital especially for 

women and children with a lady doctor in charge. The foundation stone of 

the hospital, which is called Evangelical Hospital Khariar today, was laid by 

Raja A.T. Deo on 2 January, 1929.  Both overseas and native doctors and 

nurses came over to serve. Besides, Rev. Feierabend‘s wife was a trained 

nurse. Rev. Feierabend was joined by another American missionary Armin 

Myer and his wife. Rev. Myer was something of a linguist and took keen 

interest in the Odia language. 

 Before  Independence , there were as many as twenty small outstations 

in the Mission‘s area of evangelical activities in Odisha, and after 

Independence the native church‘s  hegemony  undertook  construction of  

church buildings at Khariar Road,  Badmula, Komna,  Khaira. Gradually 

small congregations and churches were established at Badmula, Areda, 

Chhata, Badi, Seram, Chhatrang, Turekela, Badpara, Batholia, Gandharla, 
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Chindaguda, Podapali, Dedengaon, Jhalap, Putulatalai, Belpada, Khamtarai, 

Kholna, Upperpita, Tarbord, Pandrapathar, and Binopur and so on. A Middle 

English school was also established in Khariar. Boarding houses for both 

boys and girls were opened on the campus of the mission which provided 

ample scope of pursuing education. It transformed literally the life of the 

students. The church, in terms of management and structurality, underwent 

changes over a period of time, and in 1970 it got affiliated to the Church of 

North India, a trans-denominational conglomerate of churches in the North. 

Consequently, it was placed under the administrative control of the Diocese 

of Sambalpur on 20 February, 1972. 

 In the seventies and onwards, new Christian missions from the 

southern part of India and elsewhere established schools, hostels, hospitals 

etc in the district and among them mention may be made of Mission to 

Odisha which runs Christian Fellowship Hospital and Navajyoti Vidyalaya at 

Khariar Road, St. Mary‘s Convent of the Catholic Church at Nuapada, 

Karunya balnikethan at Khariar, Good New Church at Khariar. 

 Despite conversion to Christianity, the cultural ethos of the Christian 

community of the District has not been eroded and celebration of festivities 

such as ‗Nuakhai‘ is an eloquent testimony to that. The community has made 

laudable stride on educational front and other areas of human endeavour. 

Castes 

In Hindu society caste plays a dominant role in socio economic life of 

the people. Due to lack of enumeration in 2011 Census it is very difficult to 

describe the details of each caste. Looking at the difficulties in this chapter 

we have tried to describe the traditional social structures, customs and 

religious beliefs of some of the castes. 

Brahmins 

The Brahmins may not be the majority community in the district but they 

are one of the dominant categories so far as government service and socio-

cultural activities are concerned. They are found mostly in the urban and 

semi-urban centres. Wherever they live they live in majority. They are found 

mostly in Khariar, Komna, Nuapada, and Sinapali etc. There are specific 

Brahmin dominated villages such as Karangamal, Barttansil, Kerapadar, 

Tarapur in Boden Block, Godal, Palsapada, Sagunbhadi, Sinapali Block, 

Tukla, Lachhipur in Khariar Block, Bhela, Budhi Komna in Komna Block.  

There are three types of Brahmins; Odia or Utkali, Jhadua and Halua. 

The Odia Brahmins are believed to have come from the coastal parts of 

Odisha; the Jhadua groups have their origin in Sambalpur and the third 

category i.e. the Haluas hail from Ganjam district. Among these three 
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categories the Odia Brahmins are considered superior over the rest two. 

Initially all religious activities were the monopoly of this category, the Jhadua 

Brahmins preferred agricultural activities and the third one i.e. the Halua 

groups lived on Dan or gift/donation from others. But over the years this strict 

specialization has diluted and now all the Brahmins undertake religious 

activities. There was no marriage relationship among these groups and it 

was strictly within the same category. Any deviation was viewed strictly. But 

gradually there has been a lot of flexibility and now inter-caste marriage is 

socially permitted. The Brahmins organized themselves into Brahmin Samaj 

and apart from other activities they focused on certain reformative aspects 

such as prohibition of non-vegetarian food during marriage, reduction of 

dowry, mass thread ceremony and bringing all Brahmin groups together. 

Even if religious activities is the traditional profession of the Brahmins, the 

new generations prefer services and they are not showing the desired 

interest to this profession.  

There is an important ritual of thread ceremony for boys during their 

adolescent years among the Brahmins. This is still strictly adhered to by the 

Odia Brahmins and they do it independently. The Haluas also to some 

extent observe this ritual. But the Jhaduas consider it an extravagant affair 

and normally coincide it with marriage. The Brahmin Samaj conducts mass 

thread ceremony to save people from huge expenditure and this has 

become a successful event during the recent past. 

Bairagi 

Bairagi are mainly from Bastar region and settled down gradually in 

different places of Kalahandi and Nuapada districts. They have been divided 

into Bansas like Mahat, Atkari, Pengiri, Rusia, Tahalu, Chantaria, Baman 

and Bada Bairagi. They primarily do Joutisa Karma (Astrological practices) 

and prepare Kanthi, Brata, Paita etc. which are used in various rituals and 

sold for livelihood. They worship Babura, Gaden and Beragen budhi. They 

observe festivals such as Dasahara, Chaitra, Nuakhai, Puajiuntia, Sabitri 

brata, Sudasa brata etc.  

Rituals on birth of a child: Mother and child are treated as Achuta 

(defiled) till umbilical cord of the child drops. Then on 7
th
 or 9

th
 day Dhoba 

(the washer man) cleans clothes of the mother and barber shaves child‘s 

hair. The 21
st
 day ceremony called Ekoisia is a naming ceremony wherein 

the Brahmin performs Satyanarayan puja and relatives bless the child.  A 

feast is organized to entertain the guests on this occasion. 

Rituals on puberty of girl child:  A girl who attains puberty is kept 

inside a home for 7 days. Seven women bless her for a healthy life and gift 



 
 

81 

 

her new clothes, cakes and sweets. A feast for friends and relatives is also 

organizes on the 7
th
 day of attaining puberty.     

Marriage ceremony: Marriage is solemnised with mutual 

understanding of both parents of the bride and bridegroom. If both parties 

agree to the proposal then they match Jataka, and thereafter the date for 

marriage is finalized.  

Rituals on the death of a person: Friends and relatives come to the 

house of a deceased person and take the dead body to the burial ground. 

Dead body is cremated there. The eldest son of the deceased light fire to the 

dead body first, thereafter, on the third day the bereaved family take ritual 

services of Dhoba (washer man) and Bhandari (Barber). Male members of 

the family tonsure their head and clean their clothes. They collect bones of 

the deceased person which they worship till the 10
th
 day. The tenth day 

ceremony known as Dasaha is also performed. The day following Dasahara 

called Ekadasa is also an important ritual day, and goods of daily needs are 

gifted to Brahmans. Thereafter the collected bones of the deceased are 

submerged by the sons and relatives in the holy river Ganges.  

Bangadi 

Bangadi are mostly dependent on fishery. Some of them also do 

farming. They are very few in numbers and mostly settled in Khariar. 

Dosi 

Dosi are mainly astrologers. They prepare matches (Jataka) and 

compute auspicious dates for marriage and other purposes. They are few in 

numbers in Nuapada District. 

Karana 

Karana people came to Nuapada district towards the first decade of 

20
th
 century from eastern Odisha. They have surnames such as Pattanaik, 

Mahanti, Das, Bahidar, Kanungo, Hati and Tali. They are of different gotras.  

Rituals on birth: 6
th
 day of birth of a child is celebrated as Sasti. 

Ekosia or naming ceremony is done on the 21
st
 day, and the head of the 

child is tonsured after one year. 

Marriage ceremony: Janma kundali or Jataka is matched after bride 

and bridegroom families agree to the proposal if Alankara dharana and 

marriage are held as per the Vedic Hindu rituals.  

Rituals on death: Dead body is cremated. Family members of 

deceased person remain unclean for 10 days and relatives manage all 

rituals in the deceased family during these time. Some bones of deceased 



 
 

82 

 

person are collected and kept in an earthen pot and covered with cloth, 

which is later submerged in river Ganga. House and clothes are cleaned 

after 10 days, and the bereaved family takes the service of Dhoba, Bhandari 

and Brahmin. Male members of the family get their heads tonsured on the 

tenth day known as dasaha. They do shradha after one year. They worship 

books, paper, pen, inkpot etc. during Chitragupta puja on Kartika Sukla 

pakhya dutia.  

The Karanas were usually engaged as Diwan, Kamdar etc under the 

Kings and Zamindars before independence. Their traditional profession was 

to read and write books and keep records. They are progressive, well-

established in the society, and many have now been engaged in government 

services as well as business activities.   

Costa 

The Costas mainly live in Komna Block of Nuapada district. They are 

few in numbers and prepare threads from Tasara and also weave clothes. 

Kshatriya 

Kshatriyas were known for their warfare and adventures. Kshatriyas of 

the district belong to Nag and Chouhan bansa. They are staying mainly in 

Komna and Khariar blocks of the district. Traditionally soldiers, they did 

occupy an important place in the estate. Now most of them are into 

agriculture and business activities as their main livelihood option.  

Kultha 

Kulthas are known as good farmers. They usually came from Bargarh 

and Sambalpur region.  They are few in number in the district. 

Kurmi 

Kurmis are mainly from Andhra Pradesh, and established in this region 

much later. They are known as Reti, Naidu, Kapu in Andhra Pradesh and 

Chandrakar and Agharia in Odisha.  

Rituals on birth: Sasti is performed on the 6
th
 day after birth and 

Ekoisia on the 21
st
 day. Head of the child is tonsured in the 11

th
 month. 

Marriage ceremony: Marriage takes place if both bride and 

bridegroom families agree to the marriage proposal. Earlier, marriage 

ceremony used to run for 3 days, but now Manua, Mayan, Tel, Barati etc. 

rituals performances culminate in 2 days. Sagai, which is the betrothal 

ceremony, is done before the marriage. They take the service of Brahmin for 

marriage. A vegetarian feast is given after marriage.  
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Rituals on death: Deadbody of small children are buried and elder 

persons cremated in the burial ground. Dasaha is performed on the 10
th
 day, 

Tripakhi after 3 months, Chhaa pakhi after 6 months and Barsikia after one 

year. All younger to the deceased in the family shave hair on Dasaha and 

during this period girls of the family who are  married elsewhere come and 

cook food for family, members for 10 days. This is called as mithi. They do 

pinda dan at Allahabad in holy Ganges River.  

Kurmis are mainly engaged in agricultural activities to manage their 

livelihood. Now many are in government services and doing business 

activities. They observe festivals of village deities. However, they worship Sri 

Ramachandra before doing any social rituals. They also observe Durga puja, 

Tija, Gobardhanpuja, Dolapurnima, Deepabali, Pousapurnima, Hariyali, Pola 

or Saptapuri Amabasya in Bhadrabamasa. They celebrate Nuakhai during 

Dasahara festival.  

Mali 

Malis are divided into two categories, Pandara and Kosala. The later 

are also known as Sagbaria. Pandara do business of puffed rice or bhuja, 

and the Sagbaria cultivate vegitables. Marriage relationship is not 

established among the two groups.  

Paik 

Traditionally Paiks were engaged as soldiers. They are of four 

categories i.e.  Rajput, Jhankar, Desia and Banka. They were provided with 

fertile lands by the king. They are staying mostly in Sinapali, Komna and 

Khariar Thana of the district. They enjoy high social prestige in society. They 

worship their traditional weapons during Dasahara Mahastami in Ashwina 

month. This festival is known as Khandabasa. 

Sampua 

Sampuas do not live permanently in one place, and travel throughout 

the district and nearby areas for livelihood. They catch snakes and show 

snakes to people to earn money and food. They also sell traditional 

medicines for snack bite. They are few in numbers. Some habitations of 

Sampuas are found in Nuapada block.   

Sunari 

Sunaris people first came from Sambalpur and settled in Khariar and 

then spread to different places. Their primary business activity is to prepare 

gold and silver ornaments. They worship Mangalabula and Mirchuk deity. 

They observe festivals like Dasahara, Chaitra, Nuakhai, Asadakhena and 

Pitru Sradha.  
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Rituals on birth: Mother and child remain unclean till umbilical cord 

drops. Dhoba wash mother‘s clothes on 7
th
 day. Relatives are invited to the 

naming ceremony in the evening, and the child is given a name that day. A 

feast is given on this occasion. The child‘s hair is shaved after one year. 

Ekoisia is also performed by many people. 

Marriage ceremony: Matching of Jataka of both bride and bridegroom 

determine both parties to agree to marriage proposal. If Jataka is matched 

then Nadiadhara is performed and marriage date is fixed. Maguni, Gansan, 

Barati, Lagna etc rituals are performed during marriage, and for which they 

seek the services of Brahman. Feast is organized by the both families.   

Rituals on death: Dead body is worshiped by the family members and 

relatives before it is brought to the burial ground. On the way to the burial 

ground, women of the deceased family place turmeric on the dead body. 

Dead body of a child less than 5 years is buried in soil and dead body of 

above 5 years age is cremated. Services of Dhoba and Barber are sought 

on 4
th
 day to be purified and for tonsuring hair on that day. They also employ 

Brahmana for Dasaha karma on 10
th
 day. They perform Pitru Shradha 

remembering forefathers. 

Sindhi 

Sindhi usually came from Sindh Pradesh and Punjab region and mainly 

established in Khariar Road, Nuapada and Khariar of Nuapada district. They 

have surnames like Kukreja, Waswani, Bhindani, Chindhdani, Kodwani, 

Rangrani, Gulwani, Peswani and Rohora. They are very few in numbers and 

there are Gurudwara in Khariar Road and Khariar town to do prayers. They 

are from Brahmin category and their social rituals have similarities with that 

of the Brahmins. They do brata (Upanayana) of male child like Brahmins. 

Like other Hindus communities they also observe Ganesh puja, Laxmi puja, 

Durga puja, Dipabali, Pitrupakhya, etc. All of them prefer to do all kinds of 

business activities and help weakest persons in their society to start 

business activity and do well in it.  

Rituals on birth: They observe chhati on the 6
th
 day and Ekoisia on the 

21
st
 day. Brahman performs the puja and names the child.  

Marriage ceremony: Marriage is a social function among the Sindhis, 

and it takes place when both bride and bridegroom families agree to the 

proposal. Ring ceremony takes place before the marriage. Marriage is 

performed as per rituals of the Hindu society. 

Rituals on death: Dead body is cremated in the presence of friends 

and relatives.  Pagadi rasam is done on the 3
rd

 day and Dasaha on the 10
th
 

day. Family members have their heads saved and take a bath in the pond or 



 
 

85 

 

river. Sudhi kriya is done thereafter on the 13
th
 day. The bones of the 

deceased person are submerged in the Ganges at Triveni Sangam.  

Agrawal 

Marwadi/Marwari is also a leading community in Nuapada district. They 

live mostly in towns and in some sub-urban places of the district. Majority of 

them are found in Khariar, Khariar Road. In Khariar there are approximately 

200 households and a little less in Khariar Road. They are also found in 

Komna, Sinapali, Boden, Niljee, and Tukla and also in certain small villages 

such as Gandabahali, Kendumunda, Gambhariguda, and Bhuia Sikuan. 

Basically they are business communities and because of this they prefer to 

settle in urban places. But some of them also choose to settle in remote 

villages due to business opportunities. 

The name Marwadi comes from Marwad, the place in erstwhile Punjab 

they hailed from. The elderly Marwadi people such as Sri Narayan Prasad 

Agrawal (83) says that his father late Manohar Prasad Agrawal was among 

the first batch to come to this district. They did not come with any property. 

Unlike the popular belief that they had come with money and invested here 

to start business is not correct. They rather came in a distress condition in 

search of bread and butter. He says his father came with only Rs, 100 out of 

which he spent Rs. 60 on the way. But this area was virgin in business 

prospect and they flourished quickly. Gradually more number of Marwadi 

families came to this district. 

There are 17 ½ Gotras among the Marwadis and important among 

these are Garg which occupies around 50% of the total in the district. The 

other Gotras are Jindal, Tayal, Bansal, Mittal, Goyal etc. Marriage within the 

same Gotra is not permitted. There are basically three categories of 

Marwadis in Nuapada district. They are Bagdi who came from Baggad, 

Marwadis who came from Marwad and the third one have Haryana origin.  

They speak a language which is a mix up of Punjabi, Hindi and 

Marwadi. Even today people of the older generation prefer to speak this 

language. But the people of the new generation prefer to speak either Hindi 

or the local language.  

The important festivals observed by the Marwadis are Dipavali, Holy, 

Rakshya Bandhan etc. But they have a high sense of adaptability and they 

are very fast in acculturation. They observe the local festivals wherever they 

settle down. This is one of the survival mantras for them. 

Their death rituals are almost similar with the other Hindu groups. They 

observe rituals on the third, tenth and twelfth days. They collect the bones 
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and keep it outside their house. They immerse it in the river Ganges and 

believe that the soul gets salvation thereafter. 

The Marwadis have a high sense of community bonding. Earlier when a 

Marwadi family would come to settle in a new place all the Marwadi families 

of that place would contribute one silver coin and one brick as a gesture of 

support. This fellow feeling still exists among them and it is seen that they 

support each other at the time of need.  

Earlier, business was looked upon as a noble profession. Each one of 

them used to spend one out of 16 annas (approximately 6%) of the total 

profit on charitable purpose. This was strictly adhered to. But over the years 

it has been diluted.  

Education was not given importance by the Marwadis. They preferred 

business to education. But now they are giving equal importance to 

education also. Now many Marwadi children are pursuing higher education 

and have occupied important administrative positions.   

Bhandari 

Bhandari are few in numbers but found throughout the district. Their 

services are required by Brahmin, Kshatriya and some other caste people 

during social rituals. Traditionally, they moved around villages to shave hair 

of people but now they have salons and earn a healthy income from it. They 

have business organizations and associations in township. They worship 

Hindu deities and observe Hindu festivals.    

Gujrati 

About 100 years ago Gujrati / Gujarati people came from Ahmadabad, 

Gujarat. Therefore, they are called Gujarati by the local people. They are of 

many categories like Brahmin, Bania, Luana, Kaccha and Jain Gujarati. 

Their bansa or titles are as follows: 

Brahmin – Joshi, Jani, Rawal, Trivedi, Byasa & Pandia 
Bania – Patiwar, Patel, Kadwa 
Luana – Kotak, Lekhani, Manek, Bhasana, Thakkar & Kakkar 
Kachha – Samaria, Chouhan, Rathor, Sulanki, Chawada & Parihar 
Jain Gujrati – Jain 

Rituals on Birth 

6
th
 day of child‘s birth is known as Chhati and Brahman name the child 

on this day. However, mother is allowed to worship and cook after 22 days of 

the child‘s birth. On this day relatives are invited and a puja (worship to god) 

is done. 
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Marriage ceremony 

Jataka of both bride and bridegroom is matched if both of them and 

their family members are agreed to the marriage proposal. If Jataka matches 

then Gud (Molasses) and Dhania are given to all family members to eat. 

Then bride is allowed to stay 2/3 days at bridegroom‘s house to attend some 

celebration. Bride is also offered ornaments from bridegroom family, and 

thereafter marriage is performed as per the rituals. There is no demand of 

dowry from bridegroom family, and very often rich persons get married from 

poor family. 

Rituals on death 

Dead body is cremated. Family members remain unclean for three 

days. Rituals are performed on 3
rd

 day, and it is known as Uthanana. A 

person from the family lights a deepa at a Lord Siba temple nearby.  They 

bring some bones of the deceased person in an earthen pot covered with 

red cloth and keep it under a Bara or Pipal tree. After 13 days in case of 

male and after 12 days in case of female they take it and immerse in holy 

Ganges River. Jain people complete Shradha karma in 3 days.  

Business 

They prefer to deal in any kind of business activity except meat, and 

manage their livelihood. 

Festivals 

Durga puja is the main festival of the Gujaratis, and they do dandia 

dance even throughout the night. Besides, they observe Ganesh puja, 

Biswakarma puja and Janmastami etc. Before one day of Janmastami, 

cooking is prohibited at home and everybody eats food cooked earlier.  

Kumbhar 

Oral history depicts it that the Rana or Kumbhara came from Nagpur 

region many years ago and settled down in different areas of the district 

gradually. Preparation of earthen utensils is the prime livelihood option for 

them. Now many of them are into agriculture, and a few work as labour. 

They are divided into more than 20 Bansha (category) like Jujerana, 

Chhariakuli, Luhaguli, Baber, Bag, Sikili, Bhatpaina, Nirmalganga, Karuan, 

Kulhia, Udurkaruan, Jhumukjhar, Kalaarsa, Subarnasikli, Hadakati, 

Bharasagaria, Magdha, Kua, Kancha, Khapari, Beratetka etc.  

They worship Dhanabai, Gangadevi, Maa Lachhama, Thukuradei, 

Mauli, Pardesen, Luhagaden, Budharaja and Babura. Kuralpuja is the prime 

festival they observe because ritualistically it pertains to the wheel on which 
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they work. Besides they observe Dasahara, Chaitra, Nuakhai, Dipabali, 

Laxmipuja, Sudasabrata, Manabasa Osha, etc.  

Rituals on birth 

On birth of a child, family members remain unclean in society for 9 

days. On the 9
th
 day Dhoba cleans clothes and Barber shaves the child‘s 

head and thereafter they are accepted in the society. A feast is organized to 

mark the naming ceremony of the child.  

Kunabera is performed before a girl child attains puberty. Gansan, 

Barati and Lagna, etc are performed during marriage ceremony. A feast is 

given to relatives after marriage. 

Rituals on death  

A deceased person of less than 12 years is buried in soil whereas 

person above 12 years is cremated, and afterwards they seek the services 

of Dhoba and Bhandari on 3
rd

 and 10
th
 day and that of Brahmana on 11

th
 

day.  

Lohora 

Lohara (blacksmith) mainly came from Chhatisgarh region. They are of 

many Bansa (category) like Bag, Jagat, Netam, Kukura, Masnia, Kilkilia, 

Godri, Badeka, Nag, Paika, Kondha etc. Making iron materials for agriculture 

and other uses is the main stay of their economy. They prepare Kodal, Kodi, 

Tangia, Daa etc. Each Lohara family has a small manufacturing unit for it.  

They worship Budhima, Paradesen, Dharuabudha, Kalisundari, Mirchuk, 

Jatarmaheli, Gopagosian etc. They celebrate festivals like Chaitra, Uansa, 

Dasahara, Nuakhai and Magha Tihar.  

Chaitra – They worship Budhimaa and Paradesen on Chaitra, Mirchuk 

and Kalisundari on Uansa, Jatarmaheli and Dharuabudha on Dasahara; 

Besides, Sun, Earth, Paddy are also worshipped on Nuakhai. Gopa Gosen 

is an important deity worshpipped on Magh Tihar. 

Rituals on birth 

House and clothes are kept clean in 7 days after umbilical cord of a 

new-born infant drops. Relatives are invited to the house. They shave the 

child‘s hair and name the child. It is followed by Ekosia and naming 

ceremony.  

Kunabera / Kumaribrata 

Though Kunabera is not performed among Lohara, now in some place 

it is performed. 
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Marriage ceremony 

First, bridegroom family brings proposal for marriage to bride‘s family. If 

bride‘s family agrees to the proposal then Jatak is matched. After Jatak is 

matched, the bridegroom-family comes to the bride family for Madtarpa 

(Offering wine to give thanks for accepting marriage proposal). For marriage 

the bridegroom family comes with Pitha (cakes), rice, clothes, goat and 

vegetables to the bride house where marriage takes place. A feast is given 

the next day.  

Rituals on death 

Dead body is buried. But nowadays some cremate it. Male members of 

the family shave head and undergo purificatory rituals on the on 3
rd

 day. 

Dasaha is performed on the 10
th
 day. They believe in Duma (spirit of 

deceased person) and worship it during dasaha. 

Bhulia (Meher) 

  Bhulia caste is popularly known as the caste of weavers. This caste is 

also known by other names such as Meher. There are several legends 

suggesting the origin of Bhulia caste. According to one tradition, Bhulias 

immigrated to this Nuapada region from Bastar of Chhattisgarh. It is also 

believed that they are the members of some caste of northern India, who 

have forgotten their origin. If we go to the history we will find that these 

categories of people usually live on riverbanks in a close-nit community. As 

because this business needs more people to give a finish product, the Bhulia 

(Meher) community are business oriented. Their traditional profession was to 

make handloom clothes.  Making sarees requires 4/5 members. Today this 

business is in a miserable condition due to polyester printed clothes 

available in the market. The cost price of handloom clothes are very high as 

compared to technologically produced printed clothes available in the 

market. Now the weavers are in search of an alternative business. The cost 

of weaving materials like (Thread, dyeing, colour, spinning /charkha, 

handloom etc.) is also very high in the market and the selling price is very 

less which compel the weavers to wind up their traditional trade. There are 

several local derivations of the name Bhulia. The Bhulias occupy a higher 

position among the weaver castes. Bhulia caste has no sub-castes. The 

caste has two gotras, namely Nageswar derived from the cobra and 

Kachhap from the tortoise. These gotras have no influence on marriage in 

their communities. Marriage in Bhulia caste is regulated by various 

exogamous groups called vansa. The names of these vansas are either 

derived from villages or some nicknames. For example, Bahajit, Karjit, 

Ranigharia, Bad Mahanpuria, San Mahanpuria etc. Marriage does not takes 

place in the same moieties. 
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Gouda 

 In most of the villages in Odisha, the Gouda community is found living 

in large numbers, known otherwise as Jadab, Gopal, Rout, etc.  

 Gouda community is classified into mainly four different categories such 

as (1) Nanda (who came from the North), (2) Magadha (Odisha & Bihar), (3) 

Kosalia (Kosala) and (4) Laria (Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh). 

 Nanda Goudas were supposed to be superior to other three categories 

of Gouda communities, but it is not the case now. Since they all hailed from 

different regions their language, social costume and life style became 

distinctly different. 

 If we look back to the past, and especially the ancient records of the 

past, it is seen that the Gouda caste served   the then Rajas and Maharajas 

very obediently and sincerely. Even they had fought wars and battles at the 

call of the situation of the empires. 

 The existence of Gouda people has been described in the Ramayana, 

the Mahabharata and the Bishnu Puran also. It is recorded that most of the 

Gouda people were included in ‗Narayani Sena‘ of Lord Shree Krishna and 

many kings of the Gouda community also participated in the great battle of 

Mahabharata. Many kings of Gouda community also ruled different parts of 

India in the past and earned name and fame. 

 According to tradition, the Gouda community comprised 120 Barga 

(clan / Surname / Moieties). Each clan has a separate & specific surname 

derived from their forefathers. 

 The different ―Barga‖  i.e. Bag, Nag, Hans, Rout, Ketaki, Hati, Nial, 

Sandha, Bachha, Kand, Tamba, Salma, Herna, Bagarti, Juad, Punji, Parua, 

Thela, Ghibhela, Tahani, Kata, Chinagun, Behera, Banchoor, Jal, Penbutkul,  

Kathar, Ada, Chandan, Bhoi, Thapa, Podh, Bhati, Kharsel, Gudbheli,  Duni, 

Payasing, Bemal, Chhatria, Bharasagaria, Gahir, etc. are at present 

prevailing in the goud society.   ―Chandi & Samalai‖ are the chief deities of 

the Gouda caste. Before starting any social function they are invoked and 

worshiped, and wine is offered to them.  Besides, Rathayatra, Janamastami, 

Nuakhai, Dasahara, Dipabali, Laxmipuja, Gosthastami and Dolapurnima etc. 

are also observed by the people of Gouda caste like others. The Goudas 

worship Bainjari, Duarshani, Kanabhaira, Bastaren, etc at home.  

 It may not be exaggeration to say that Gouda Badi Dance has an 

important role in the social life of Gouda people.  Separate and special Badi 

Debate is worshiped in some particular clans and villages. In the past in 

each year people of Gouda caste were demonstrating Gouda-badi dance. 
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They had belt of Ghungur around their waist and Nupur on both the feet. The 

Kendu sticks and staff were in the hands of young Gouda people. Along with 

the Dhol and Drum (Nishan), the Goudas danced in a manner which was 

very attractive and interesting. They also showed different kinds of acrobatic 

skills using the Kendubadi.  

 While the Gouda people (with Gouda badi) proceeding to nearer 

villages of Gouda inhabitants, some Goudas stop their way and fight with a 

stick. Thereafter they arrange feast for the dancers. In this way the Gouda-

badi moves from village to village for months to gather. At last, the dancers 

surrender their badi (sticks) to the Badi Debata and end the occasion.  

 Now a days this heroic dance form is getting extinct due to lack of 

interest exhibited by the so called educated of the society. The importance 

and the fragrance of this tradition is neither followed nor felt by the society 

with keen interest. With march of time, this Badi Dance took the shape of 

amusement and merry making among the Gouda Samaj and other societies 

also. 

 The Gouda people chiefly depend upon agriculture and shepherding 

(Milk Business). It is their duty to go to the dense forests with their cattle, and 

while grazing in forests, sometimes wild animals such as tigers, leopards etc. 

attack the cattle.  

Birth Ceremony 

 On birth of a child, the Goudas have some traditions to follow. The 

mother & child are kept in a separate room and they remain unclean till the 

umbilical cord is dropped from the baby‘s body. After giving birth to a child, 

the mother is given required food and boiled ―Kasha‖ (kolath water) for some 

days. Generally the village Dhai takes up the midwifery work and when 

needed medical care in the Govt. Hospitals is also sought. On 6
th
 day from 

the birth of the child, ‗Bandhapana‖ ceremony of both the mother and child is 

done by the family, society members and neighbours. On 21
st
 day of birth 

―Ekosia Hom‖ and ―Nama karan‖ also are held with Puja according to the 

financial strength and convenience of the family. Prasad (consecrated food) 

and dinner party are also arranged for the friends and society members. 

Pre-marriage ceremony 

 As soon as the she-child attains the age between 8-12 years, each 

Gouda family celebrates ―Kunabera‖ or Kumari brata as per costoms of the 

Gouda societies. It is as good as celebration of mini-marriage function and 

compulsory before marriage. 
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Marriage ceremony 

 In the past child marriage system prevailed in the Gouda Caste people 

was regarded as ―Thali Biha‖ in the presence of the members of Gouda 

Society members and family and friends. After the girl got matured in body 

and mind, she was given marriage as per customs of the Gouda Samaj. As 

of now this sort of marriage is not observed. 

 At present Gouda people abide by some rules and orders of the society 

in light of the Government provision. The age of marriage of both the 

bridegroom and bride has been fixed to more than 20 and 18 years 

respectively. 

 In the olden times, the decision and selection of the parents of Gouda 

family were final for conduct of marriage ceremony, and the Gouda boys and 

girls respected to accept the selection, but now choice of both the   boy and 

girl is given much importance and they are given chances to understand 

each other before marriage. 

 When parents want to get their son married, they search for a bride. 

They bring Jatak (Horoscope) of the girl from her parents. After cross-match 

of horoscope, the father of the Gouda boy with some members of the society 

goes to the bride‘s parents to inform the ―melak‘ (matching) and begs the 

hand of the girl for his son.  It the girl‘s father and family agree to this 

proposal, the father of the boy drops some bottles of wine in the name of 

Chandi- Samalai and takes Prasad. Thereafter, dates are fixed up for 

negotiation (Mad-tarpa), Jola (Alankar Dharan) and Lagna for conducting 

marriage ceremony. Gradually the parents of the party are informed of the 

programmes. 

 Before the marriage, the Gouda boy goes to the girl‘s house to see the 

girl. Both the boy and girl are given chances to have a look at each other in 

the presence of the family members and communicate their decision for 

marriage. 

 On receipt of consent from the girl and her parents, the father of the 

boy informs the bride‘s father for Negotiation. On the fixed date he goes to 

the bride‘s house with some society members and relatives with bags of 

sweetened puffed rice (Fula Lia), Arisha Pitha, Coconut and one saree for 

the bride. In presence of the members of the society of both the party, bottle 

of wine is dropped before Chandi-Samalai Devi for blessing and Prasad is 

taken by the entire member gathered on the occasion. This is called (Mada 

Tarpa). 

 There after ―Jola‖ intem is arrangeded by the groom‘s father. Before 

―Jola‖ the bride‘s party requires numbers of sarees, Arisha Pitha, Mudhi, 
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Gold ornaments for bride which the groom‘s father arranges them. On the 

fixed day the bride groom‘s father goes to the bride‘s house  along with 

some members of the society, relatives and  friends, and according to the 

provision and  guide lines of the Gouda Samaj, ‗Jola‘  is completed  in 

accordance with the norms of the society. The bride‘s father also arranges a 

dinner party for the guests and gives due honour. This Jola is also called 

―Pindhani‖ or Alankar Dharan. This is the betrothal ceremony. As soon as 

the date for marriageis fixed, the preparation for marriage ceremony begins 

in due time.  Modo Gada (Shubha Sthambha Sthapan), Chhot Gansan, 

Bada Gansan etc.  are the ritualized processes of marriage which get 

completed. On the day of Bada Gansan of 2
nd

 day of the marriage 

ceremony, Baranugaman begins. The relatives, friends are invited to go on 

Barati to the bride‘s house.  At Lagna time marriage is conducted by only 

head of members of the society and the village Jhankar is invited to bless 

the newly-weds. 

 In may be mentioned that nowadays ―Lagna‖ is conducted by a 

Brahmin priest with chanting of specific mantras. 

 Earlier, betrothal, Jola and Marriage were conducted on separate days, 

but now some social reformations have been brought about to conduct the 

three ceremonies the same day by society. 

 On completion of marriage ceremony at bride‘s house ‗Kanya Bidaya‘ 

or departure from bride‘s home takes place, on the same night. As per social 

custom ‗Kania-puhuncha or (Nihi-puhuncha) system is followed. Some 

numbers of Gouda males, females, children, invitees and neighbours come 

with the bridegroom and bride. The next day, a dinner party or social feast is 

organized by the groom‘s parents to entertain the bride party. The bride 

party departs after Bandapana (ritual Welcome) of the bride and the groom 

is over. 

 On the third day, Modo Jharen takes place. Literally it means 

dismantling of the wedding tent, and the bridegroom‘s gives a party to the 

members of society on this concluding day. It is an expression of his 

gratitude to kinsmen for having rendered necessary assistance for the 

success of the ceremony. 

Teli  

The Teli are of Vaishya (merchant) Varna of Hinduism, and belong to 

the OBC category. In Balangir, Nuapada and Kalahandi are mainly found 4 

categories of Teli communities, and they are 1. Baladia, 2. Haldia, 3. Laria 

and Katkia. 

The Baladia Teli is divided into two categories, viz., Ekbaladia (or single 

ox user). It is believed that a single ox used to be used by them in the oil 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaishya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varna_%28Hinduism%29
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processing. They did by manual wooden pressing machine known as ‗Tel 

Ghana‘.  The Baladia Telis depend upon business and cultivation. The other 

called Dui Baladia (two Oxes) used to employ 2 oxes during the time of oil 

processing.  

Dui Baladia and Ek Baladia have many sub categories. The Ek-baladia 

and Dui-baladia Teli community don‘t keep marriage relation with each other. 

Similarly the Haladia Teli and the Baladia Teli also do not keep marital 

relation with each other. The Haladia Teli depends upon business and 

cultivation. The main occupation of Laria Teli is business and cultivation.  

The Katkia Teli depends on business. Presently many of the Telis are not 

doing that traditional oil processing trade, and rather they are engaged in 

various occupational activities such as cultivation, agriculture labourer, 

government and private services. 

Categorywise Presence of Teli Community 

Category Block GP/Location Village 
Baladi Khariar Ranimunda Kutamal 
Baladia  Khudpej Palsada 
Baladia,Laria,Haladia,Katkia  Khariar NAC Khariar NAC 
Laria Boden Budhipadar Viapur 
Laria,Baldia,Haldia Komana Komana Komana,Kalimati 
Laria,Haldia and Katkia  Udyanbandh,  
 Sinapali   
Laria,Katkia Nuapada Nuapada, Khariar 

Road Boarder of 
Chhattisgarh area. 

 

Nowadays, in some cases, inter-clan marriage between the Laria and 

the Baladia Teli are happening in some part of Nuapada District. The Teli 

community is regarded as ―Baban lakhya Teli Samaj‖ (52 lacs Teli Samaj)  

Shundhi 

The word Shundhi is derived from the Sanskrit word ―Shaundhik‖ which 

means the spirit seller. There are five different categories of Shundhis, those 

live in the district, and they include Gajbhatia, Dakshinia, San Kulia, Bad 

kulia and Kira. Among these categories, the Gajabhatias and Dakshinias 

were the owner of leading distillery industries and were well established and 

educated. However at present a very few of them in undivided Kalahandi 

district are engaged in their ancestral business, but most of them are 

engaged in other sectors and they can also be found in large number in 

govt. sector as well. Caste system has been a regid part of their custom; and 

marriage being a sacred institution, they are against the inter-caste 

marriage. In entire Odisha, the Shundhis worship their Tetulary Deity 

‗Subarnagrahi‖ (The Ardhanariswara) whereas some are worshipping other 

Gods and Goddesses like Vishnu, Mangala and Laxmi. 
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Schedule Caste 

Beldar 

Beldar are few in numbers and their traditional profession was to earn 

livelihood by digging well and ponds. 

Chamar 

Chamar have settled in the district from Giratpuri and Jagdalpur region 

of Chhattisgarh. They have settled in various places of Odisha. They are 

divided into various exogamous moieties such as Tandi, Tindi, Chandani, 

Odia, Bhatapahari, Purana, Andel and Banjari. Tenary work is the prime 

work they do. They worship Charichourasi, Pataneswari, Kalika, Bastren and 

Paradesen. They observe festivals like Dasahara, Chaitra, Phagun tihar, 

Uans tihar, Guru Ghasidas Jayanti and Nuakhai. 

Rituals on birth: Mother and child remain unclean till umbilical cord 

drops. After they wash mother‘s clothes and relatives comes in the evening 

to name the child. A feast has been organized on this occasion. 

Kumaribrata or Kunabera is performed before girl child attains puberty.  

Marriage ceremony: Jataka (horoscopes) of both bride and 

bridegroom are matched in order to agree to the marriage proposal and 

determine the solemnization of marriage. If Jataka is matched then marriage 

date is fixed. Maguni, Gansan, Barati, Lagna etc rituals are performed during 

marriage, and friends and relatives shower gifts on the bride. A feast is 

arranged on next day of the marriage by the bridegroom family. 

Rituals on death: Dead body is either buried in soil or cremated. Male 

members of the family tonsure head and clean clothes on the 3
rd

 day. They 

perform dasaha on the 10
th
 day. They believe in the spirit of the deceased 

and worship Duma. 

Domb / Ganda Samaj 

The Domb/Ganda constitutes the majority of Scheduled Caste 

population of Nuapada district. They reside in all five blocks and in almost all 

villages of the district. It is fact that both Domb and Ganda are one and the 

same, and consequently both the terms/categories are interchangeable. 

While some call Domb whereas others call them Ganda. But closer scrutiny 

reveals that there is a subtle distinction between these two groups. Domb is 

a caste where as Ganda is sometimes used as a title given by the Kings, 

preferably to the Domb people. But in the absence of Domb caste in a given 

village the king could exercise his option by conferring the title to a person of 

other lower category also. In other words, the Gandas had specific duties, 
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assigned in the village and entrusted by the Kings, to perform. 

Consequently, he became something of an official in the feudal 

administration, and in case a village which did not have a Ganda very often 

lost the status of a revenue village.  

The Dombs or the Gandas are mainly known as Schedule Caste in 

Nuapada district. In some Gram Panchayats of Khadial, Sinapali, Boden and 

Komna blocks they are known as Domb, and it is mentioned in revenue 

records also. Whereas in some Gram Panchayats of Komna block and in 

Nuapada block they are called Ganda. Social culture and rituals are same 

among them and marriage takes place between them. Before independence, 

Kings or Zamindars used to appoint Gauntia/Gaontia (Head of village), 

Jhankar (village priest) and Gana. Gauntias mainly belonged to the 

Schedule Tribes such as Gond, Sabar, Kandha, Dala, Binjhal, Bhunjia and 

Paharia. They worship village god and deities. But Ganas were appointed 

among the Gandas or Dombs only. Ganas primarily looked after various 

activities in the village, and as and when required, apprised of the state of 

affairs to the feudal lords. Ganas also played a very important part in the 

colonial administration. Therefore, all most all the villages in Western Odisha 

have the Ganda or the Domb population. Throwing lights on the etymological 

implications of the word, some are of the opinion that those who worship 

duma (Sprit of ancestors) are called Domb. However, ‗Domb‘ generally 

means the caste and Gana relates to a position in society. Habitations of 

Ganda or Domb people are generally called as Gana pada or Dam pada in 

Nuapada district.  People of Domb Samaj mostly depend on agriculture, 

weaving and labour. Many of them have expertise masonry and in other 

skilled works. About 200 years before till the coming of the Meher community 

(Weaver community), the Dombs used to weave clothes, had exclusive 

monopoly on textile trade, and their clothes were known as Domb Kapta or 

Dam Karia. 

The Domb people take great interest in songs, dance and music. They 

used to sing and dance in the evening for merrymaking. There is no such 

rituals, be it social or religious in entire Western Odisha wherein the music of 

the Damda baja / Ganda baja is not played. 

This baja consists of five instruments viz Mahuri, Nishan, Tasa, Dhol & 

Ghogorla. Different kind of skins of animals such as Buffalo Skin in Nishan, 

Goat skin in Tasa & Heifer / cow skin in Dhol are being used for making 

musical instruments. These instruments have been developed by this Domb 

community since time immemorial. It has a folk tale that this Baja of Domb 

Community was once used by Ravana. This community has developed this 

music system / instrument over a thousand years of research & brought to 

the present form. 
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Different kind of musical rhythms are being produced by these 

instruments. More importantly all the rhythms are related to many ritual 

activities. Whatever ritual are being performed , for each ritual, there is a 

separate kind of rhythm. During marriage, one can know from the distance 

by listening to this music what  kind of activity is running in the marriage 

point. All the rhythm have been developed by them. 

They were also, in the past, using this musical rhythm as means of 

communication. When death occurs at somebody‘s home, someone of the 

community go to the top of the home and drum the Nishan in a particular 

rhythm which convey the death message. By listening this rhythm the 

community people gathere to witness the death rituals.
54

 

Another contribution similar to Weaving & Gana / Domb Baja is the 

preparation of Khapar. It has been accepted that a particular type of tile 

made up of soil is being used in the locality to cover the roof of the mud 

house. This tile is known as Khapar. This Khapar in the locality is known as 

Gana / Domb Khapar. Perhaps these materials have been developed by this 

community.  

Even the deity cannot appear in the person of a Dihari (priest) unless 

this caste music is played out. There are a lot of good singers, musicians 

and dancers among the Damba people. They perform during the time of 

worshiping village deity. Therefore, Kings and Zamindars had allotted land 

for them for this purpose which was called as Sasani. These lands are 

known as Tulia sasani, Maharia sasani, Nisania sasania etc. 

 Damba people are well aware of physical and environmental sciences. 

Women keep themselves clean during menstruation. They never cook, 

worship and do any physical labour for seven days. They stay away from 

their husband and do not keep sexual relation. After seven days of 

menstruation, they bathe cleanly and do everyday works again. Male 

persons have immense knowledge on animal husbandry, and many of them 

are good at castration of goat and ox. 

 Kunabera is a puberty ritual that a girl of tender age undergoes, and it 

takes place during 6 to 9 years of age. It is like a marriage ceremony and 

specific rituals like Jog deli, worshiping earth, Gansan, etc., which are ritual 

processes of a marriage, are replicated. Mahua tree is also worshipped 

during this occasion. Kunabera is a social function done before a girl attains 

puberty. It is essentially a pre-puberty ritual. During first puberty, a girl stays 

isolated and only females meet her. She is provided with sweets, cake and 

good foods too. After seven days she takes a bath cleanly and wears white 
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clothes. Then she takes blessings of the elders in the family for a healthy 

and happy life. 

After attaining marriage age, marriage takes place with the willingness 

of both bride and bridegroom. After marriage proposal is finalized Chudi 

Pindhani (betrothal ceremony) is done. For this function to take place, family 

god is worshipped first with flowers, fruits, milk, rice, coconut etc. The bride 

is draped in clothes and adorned with ornaments brought by the groom‘s 

party, and two female members from the bridegroom‘s house adorn chudi 

(Bangle) on the bride‘s hands. Few days before marriage the bridegroom 

family comes with 500 Arisa Pitha (cake) / ladu, rice, mudhi (sweetened 

puffed rice), clothes and gold ornaments for the bride and engagement takes 

place. Besides, they bring sarees for the bride‘s mother and other members 

of the family. Bridegrooms gives Rs.1001/- (Rupees one thousand one) to 

the samaj (caste society) as registration fees for marriage which is called 

‗haraja‘. Gansan is the prime ritual done during marriage. Marriage takes 

place at the bride‘s house. The bride‘s family arranges a feast for the barati 

(the bridegroom party). Lagnia or Dhangada majhi from the Damba / Ganda 

Samaj officiates all rituals at the wedding. Generally a person from Suna, 

Mahananda or Tandi family does the role of a lagania in the Samaj. 

Child marriage is forbidden in the Damb / Ganda Samaj. Widow 

marriage is acceptable in the society and women always get due respect. It 

indicates rich social culture of the Damba / Ganda Samaj. 

But some intellectuals of the community believe the Gandas have a 

closer proximity with the Gond, Kandha and Gouda communities. They used 

to live together in Chhattisgarh (Present) and other parts of western Odisha 

for long, and consequently imbibed and followed much of the Gond 

traditions. The Gandas were associates of the Gonds. Hence so much of 

similarities between these two groups in terms of rites and rituals.   

The Gandas of Nuapada district have a separate dialect which is similar 

to the tribal dialect of Koraput district. There are many similarities in terms of 

their pronunciation and meaning. This is called Domb language. 

Prior to independence, government and princely records make special 

mention of the Ganda caste. However, both the Ganda and the Domb 

subscribe to common beliefs, profession etc. so this is not the point of any 

contention. It rather opens up fresh avenues of research. All said and done, 

the Damb / Gandas are a very progressive community among the 

marginalized communities, intelligent, and of late, are making laudable 

strides in education.  There is no area of constructive endeavour wherein 

they do not make their presence felt. ‗Lakheghar Gana Samaj or Domb 
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Samaj‘ is a social organization of this community through which the social 

rituals and activities are regulated. 

Dhoba 

The Dhobas came from Bastar region. The services of the Dhoba are 

required during both birth of a child and death of a person in upper class 

society to clean clothes. Mother and family members of a deceased person 

are accepted in the society when a Dhoba gives services by cleaning their 

clothes. Cleaning and ironing clothes are the prime source of income for 

them. They worship Atma Gosain and celebrate Nuakhai and Pitru shradha. 

The Dhobas are divided into categories (Bansa) such as Paninaga, 

Dudhanaga, Kharsel, Chhata, Sunani, Dumnia, Bag and Sing. 

Rituals on birth: Mother and new born infant are treated unclean till 

umbilical cord of the infant drops. On 7
th
 or 9

th
 day they clean their clothes 

and homes, and relatives come this day to join the naming ceremony of the 

child. The child‘s head is tonsured, and then the mother is allowed to cook. 

Now many are performing Ekoisia. 

Marriage ceremony: Marriage day is fixed if both bride and bridegroom 

families agree to the marriage proposal. Friends and relatives are invited to 

the wedding, and marriage ceremony continues for three days. First, they 

bring oil and turmeric from Jhankar (village priest), and Guachopa is 

performed in the bridegroom‘s house. Gansan, Kinkimara and Dhurla nacha, 

etc., are performed. Some interesting rituals also take place between the 

bride and the groom inside a pond and on its bank. A wedding feast is 

arranged by both the families for friends and relatives. 

Ghasi Community 

The Ghasi community is from the Hindu group and they are considered 

as one of the dalit communities. They have a sizeable population in 

Nuapada district. It is said that the word Ghasi is derived from ―Ghas‖ 

meaning grass as they basically were engaged in cutting grass for horse and 

other animals of the kings. Some say they came along with Alexander from 

Greece during his Indian invasion. He brought them to take care of the war 

horse which they were expert in. Gradually they settled down in India as the 

kings here required their expertise. They used to take care of the horse in 

the stable of the kings and because of this they are also known as ―Sahis‖.  

After the abolition of feudalism in India the people of this community 

faced difficulties as they became jobless. Now many of them are engaged as 

sweepers in the urban local bodies in the district and other neighbouring 

towns in Odisha and elsewhere also. Apart from this they also make their 

living by making different household products such as ―Gidha‖, ―Man‖ 
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(measurement unit), ―Chaluni‖ (sieve), etc. Of late, many of them run fruit 

shops.  

They follow all the Hindu rituals beginning from birth to death. On the 

birth of a child they also perform puja, and on the twenty-first day celebrate 

Satya Narayana Puja. A sumptuous feast is given this day. Earlier they used 

to celebrate Mad-dhalen to mark the betrothal ceremony. But now this 

tradition seems to be on the wane and much of the Hindu rites and rituals 

have been accepted. Then they fix up a date for marriage which is 

solemnized with a lot of pomp and grandeur.   

Their death ritual is also like that of the Hindus. The dead body is 

cremated and if the family is poor and not capable of arranging firewood 

then the dead body is buried. However the children below ten years of age 

are never cremated, and are buried under a tree. The other death ritual is 

same like the upper caste Hindus.  

They also observe the festivals like Chaitra, Nuakhai, Rathyatra, 

Dusserah, etc. They worship different Hindu gods and goddesses. 

Nevertheless, they still follow the ritual of animal and bird sacrifice. One 

remarkable thing among the Ghasis is that there is no instance of religious 

conversion unlike the other dalit groups.  

Mahar 

Mahara came from Maharashtra many years ago and settled down in 

Nuapada district. They made a living by making and selling clothes. They are 

divided into many moieties (Bansa) such as Bodlia, Boriyan, Dhayan, 

Bhinepharuan, Gourian, Bhainsa, Khandaria, Bandra, Hati, Bag, Nag, Lotria, 

Saharia, Kolia and Sankaria. Mahara are Kabirpanthi and do not worship 

any God and deities. But now they participate in the worship of village 

deities. They observe Nuakhai, Dasahara and Pitrusradha.  

Rituals on birth 

Mother and new born infant remain unclean till umbilical cord of the 

child drops. The child‘s head is tonsured after umbilical cord drops. Mother is 

permitted to cook on the twenty first day after delivery.        

Marriage ceremony 

For marriage horoscope matching of both bride and bridegroom is 

necessary, and once it is done, both families agree to the proposal. If it is 

matched then marriage date is finalized. Gansan, Barati and Lagna, etc., are 

the rituals that constitute the marriage ceremony, and it is officiated by a 

Brahman.  Both the families arrange feast for their friends and relatives. 
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Rituals on death of a person 

On hearing the death news, friends and relatives of the deceased 

person come to the latter‘s house and take the dead-body to the burial 

ground. Dead body is either buried or cremated. On 3
rd

 day male members 

of the family shave their head and clean clothes.  Mahara are treated as SC 

in society. But they are not calculated among SC officially.  They are 

economically marginalised. 

Mungli 

The Mungli belongs to Schedule Caste and mainly depends upon 

preparing rope for various agricultural uses. They are very few in numbers 

and living in some villages of Nuapada district. Due to the changing 

agricultural practices and availability of plastic ropes in markets, they are 

gradually losing their business and living a measurable life. They follow 

rituals of other SC community during birth, marriage and death. They 

worship village deities and observe Hindu festivals.   

Panika 

The Panika are few in numbers and they work as agricultural 

lablourers.  

Keuta 

The Keutas are known as Kaibarta, Dhibara, Gasinra, Dash, Behera, 

etc. As per the family‘s traditional activity some are also known as Bangati 

Keuta. Main livelihood activities of Keuta are to catch fish and ferrying boat. 

As per Hindu Sastra,  Keuta originated from the ear of Bishnu (Hindu God) in 

the Satya Juga, and therefore, are known as Kaibarta and during Tretaya Sri 

Ramachandra called them Dhibara ferrying him across the by boat, and 

since then the Keuts are known as Dhibara. In the name of the Keut Dasha 

king they are known as Dasha. Now some are using title like Hans, Bag, 

Sunani, Rautta, Nang, Binata, Jhagara etc.  

Rituals on birth 

Mother and family members become unclean when a child is born, and 

they undergo purificatory processes as the umbilical cord of the child drops. 

They do Ekoisia on 21
st
 day which is a naming ceremony. 

Marriage ceremony 

Marriage takes place as per the mainstream Hindu rituals. If both bride 

and groom agree to marry each other, their horoscopes are matched. If it 

matches then marriage is held with elaborate ritual processes such as 
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phaladhara, guachopa, barati and lagna etc.  Now court marriage is also 

permissible in the society. 

Rituals on death 

Dead body is either buried or 

cremated. Relatives of deceased 

person help the bereaved family 

members during the demise of a 

dear one. Tel kria, known as post 

death ritual, is done on 3
rd

 day and 

dasaha on 10
th
 day.  

Worshiping the spirits of the 

ancestors is central to their belief 

system. They also worship village deities. They worship Hanuman, Maa 

Mangala, Guru, Babura, Dulha and Gangadi, and also other Hindu gods and 

goddesses.  

Schedule Tribes 

Banjara 

The Banjaras used to bring salt from Pariagarh upon bullock and sell it 

here. Salt was brought from Parbatipuram. Gradually they settled down here.  

Banjaras are divided into sub-castes such as Bhukia, Rathore, Lahudia, 

Udatia, Jharabla, Ghuglot, Kedut etc. They worship Banjari and Kankali. 

Besides, on Deepabali they worship Gobardhan. On this day they decorate 

their bullock and cows, worship them and give Khiri Puri to eat. During 

Dasahara they worship Danteswari Devi. On Holi they sing and dance 

throughout night, burn holika in early morning and play colors. Mother and 

saturian budhi (the caste midwife) remain unclean till umbilical cord of the 

baby is dropped. Name is given to the child on the 7
th
 day. They keep the 

home clean and give sweets to children on that day. Friends and relatives 

are invited to Ekosia on the 21
st
 day. They shave the child‘s hair and make a 

goat sacrifice known as Bodaboli at the feet of the child on completion of one 

year. As regards marriage, people from groom first go to bride‘s house and if 

the bride agrees for marriage, then once again 2/3 persons from groom‘s 

house visit the bride‘s house for Gudkhia which literally means sharing of 

sweets and cake. The bride family gives a feast on that day. On the day of 

marriage a cake made of Guda (molasses), Ghia (purified butter) and Ata 

(flour) is offered to Gurunanak (God). Next day groom goes to the bride‘s 

house. After he is received by the bride‘s family he digs a hole and keeps 5 

rupees in it. Then his brother-in-law takes him inside home for marriage. 

Gansan and Lagna, and other ritual ceremonies take place, and thereafter 
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marriage comes to completion. Earlier bridegroom stayed for one month in 

bride‘s house to do various rituals but now he stays only for one day. 

Ceremony on death: Dead body of the married person is cremated where as 

dead body of unmarried person is buried in earth. On 3
rd

 day friends and 

relatives come and have their hair shaved. Dasaha is done on the 10
th
 day. 

Family business: Earlier they did salt business but now they are doing 

various businesses, farming or labour. The Banjaras have a separate 

spoken language. 

Bhunjia 

Nuapada district is considered as the home of Bhunjias. Almost 75 per 

cent of total Bhunjia population of Odisha resides in this district. Other 

Bhunjias live in adjoining area of Chhattisgarh State. According to Russell, 

―the term Bhunjia may perhaps signify one who lives on the soil, from Bhum, 

the earth and  jia, dependant on‖. It is said that the earliest name of Bhunjia 

was ‗Matia‘ (Mat soil, ia-came from or origin-implying origin from earth). 

Though Bhunjias are the indigenous people of this area there is no reference 

to Bhunjia in Hindu literature and myths. British records for the first time 

show the Bhunjia as a distinct tribe. The Bhunjia belongs to the Dravidian 

group and speak a dialogue called Halbi, a mixture of Chhattisgarh; Kosali 

and Marathi.² Bhunjia tribe is a clan based society. Clan is a closely 

integrated unit; all its members share the consciousness of a common 

mythical history which leads to clan solidarity. Land is jointly owned by the 

members of the clan. In case of increase of population and shortage of 

cultivable land in a particular area, a section of the clan shifts to a new place 

of settlement but its members continue to maintain the previous relations. A 

member‘s relationship to the other member of his clan is unalterable. 

Individual migration is not permissible in Chaukhutia Bhunjia society. They 

did not allow outsider to enter their clan and even their own married 

daughters are not allowed to return to the clan. S.C. Dubey, while analyzing 

the myth and oral tradition of Chhattisgarh considers the Bhunjia as branch 

of Halbas of Bastar who fled from Bastar due to their quarrel with Dhakars. 

They came to Bindranawagarh, concealed their identity and introduced 

themselves as the Chindas.   

The Bhunjia tribes are broadly divided into two categories i.e.  Chukotia 

Bhunjia and Chinda Bhunjia. 

Chukotia Bhunjia 

Chukotia Bhunjia, one of the Primitive Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) 

of Odisha, are found in Sunabeda plateau, situated roughly between 21° 25° 

North and 21° 30° north latitude and 82° 35° East longitude. It belongs to 

Komna block of Nuapada district, Sunabeda   became a wild life sanctuary in 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orissa
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the year 1983. With a total geographical area of 600 square kilometres 

sharing common border with Chhattisgarh State, it is an excellent natural 

habitat of endangered flora and fauna. The Chukotia Bhunjia tribes live in 

the habitations of Sunabeda plateau. 

The custom   of this tribe is very interesting. Chukotia Bhunjias never 

use shoes to show their profound respect to mother earth. The women of 

this tribe never use petticoat & blouse & never take food outside. Generally 

they wear white saree, use ornaments like necklaces made of beads and 

coil, glass and brass bangles, anklets and ear-rings made of either 

aluminium or silver.  Their kitchen room, popularly known as Lal Bangla (due 

to red mud wall and thatched roof) is the sacred hut of the Bhunjia tribe. The 

kitchen house is built separately near their house. This is regarded so sacred 

that not only the outsiders but also the married daughters are not allowed to 

touch it. They burn down the kitchen shed and construct a new Lal Bangla if 

anyone outside their tribe enters into it. The Chaukhutia Bhunjias never eat 

food cooked by a man who does not belong to their own community. They 

always arrange pre puberty marriage for a girl. If no husband is found for her 

before puberty, they arrange marriage with arrow. They consider marriage 

after puberty a great sin. 

The religious life of Bhunjia is very simple. They believe in many Gods 

and Goddesses (46 deities) who are worshipped in different months on 

different ritual occasions. Budharaja and Sunadei are the main God and 

Goddesses of this tribe. Sunadei Festival is the main festival in which they 

worship Sunadei Goddess on the day following Vijaya Dasami.  

Chaukhitia-Bhunjia Development Agency (CBDA) is the dedicated wing 

of Government working for integrated development of this tribe. Planned 

schemes like Conservation cum Development Plan (CCD), Article 275 (1), 

SCA to TSP etc. are being implemented in addition to other schemes for 

development of the Bhunjia Tribe dwelling in CBDA Micro Project area.  

Chinda Bhunjia 

Chinda Bhunjias are in a comparatively advanced stage of 

acculturation. They live generally in food hills and plain areas of Nuapada 

district particularly concentrated in Boden and Sinapali Blocks. They are in 

constant contact with the Hindu neighbours and live with other tribes like 

Gond in a single revenue village. Presently it is seen that the marriage occur 

in between Chinda Bhunjia and Chaukhutia Bhunjia. 

Binjhal 

The Binjhal tribe is found in Nuapada block. The concept of nuclear 

family is mostly found in this tribe. Father is the head of family. They observe 
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a purification ceremony after the seven days of new born child. During the 

ceremony they clean their nail and take a bath.  

Besides celebrating various Hindu festivals, they also celebrate Hariyali 

festival during June-July and Karma festival during August-September. 

Goddess Bindhyagirbasini is their main deity. Cultivation is their main 

occupation. Chauli and Mahuli are the main drinks. 

Dals 

Dals people‘s habitations are found in Nuapada, Bargarh and Bolangir 

district and adjoining area of Chhattisgarh State. As per area of habitations 

Dala Samaj is divided into five Gadi i.e. Komna Gadi, Chhania Gadi, Latar 

Gadi, Pahar Gadi and Bodasambar Gadi. All these gadies sit once in a year 

during Annual meeting. They worship Sri Sri Nrusingha Bhagaban as Chief 

God.  

Rituals during Birth: After child birth mother is given juice of Kolatha 

Kasa (Horse gram), Guapara and Kurei Chher roots and makes juice out of it 

and gives it to the mother of the child to drink. After seven days of the child‘s 

birth, Samaj orders two women from the community to cook and give food to 

the mother and family members. Nowadays people are doing Satyanarayan 

Puja and Ekosia etc. on 21st day.  

Kumaribrata (Kunebera) 

Kumaribrata is organized at 10-12 years of age of a girl child. On this 

day elders bless the girl for a healthy life. A feast of sweets and vegetarian 

dishes is arranged on this occasion.  

Marriage 

Generally, males marry between the age of 24-25 years and females 

between 18-19 years in the Dala Samaj. In earlier days the girl was married 

off after Kunabera but due to their awareness now they are following the 

rules and regulation of the Government.  Marriage is arranged by family 

members. Once both parties express consent then Jataka (horoscope) of 

bridegroom and bride is matched to ascertain the date for marriage. Maguni, 

Bara Gansan, Barati and Lagna etc. are organized as per the day and time 

set by Joutisa (Priest). Jani/Jhakar of the village has key role during Gansan 

of bridegroom. In the end of marriage elders from the Samaj bless the new 

couple for a healthy married life. The newly-weds are provided with a house 

to live in after seven days of the marriage.  
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Rituals at death 

Dead body is buried in the presence of friends and relatives. Some also 

cremate. Tel kama is done on the third day and Dasaha on the 10
th
 day. 

Duma (sprit) is brought to home on the 10
th
 day and worshiped. Budakama 

is done on completion of one year as per the livelihood standard of the 

family.  

Bansa / Barga 

Dala Samaj is divided into 12 barga or sub-category i.e. Mutka, 

Banjulka, Sipka, Lipuchka, Jabuska, Tilka, Badka, Bharka, Karka, Chhela 

Melaka, Garusaka and Lurka.  

The Dals are mostly dependent on agriculture. They produce Paddy, 

Mandia, Kodo, Gurji, Maka, Mug, Biri, Kolath etc. and manage their 

livelihood.  

The tribe is found throughout Nuapada district. Cultivation is their main 

occupation. Besides cultivation of common crops, they also grow tobacco.  

Collection of Mahua, Chhar and other minor forest produce is an alternative 

source of their livelihood. In addition to worshiping Hindu Gods & 

Goddesses, they also celebrate various festivals on the occasion of sowing 

new seeds (Nua Bija Bapana), eating of newly harvested rice (Nabanna 

Bhakshana), eating of newly harvested mango (Nua Amba) and eating of 

newly harvested Mahua flower (Mahula Bhakshana).  

Gond 

The Gond Tribes are present in majority in Nuapada district.  They are 

found in most of the villages particularly in foot hills and plain areas of the 

district. The Gonds of Nuapada recall some places of Bastar, Madla and 

Chhattisgarh during funeral ceremony, suggesting that they have migrated to 

their present area from the south-east part of present Madhya Pradesh.  

Stephen Fuchs has observed elsewhere that gradually with the increase of 

population the Gonds dispersed; but the territorial affiliation (original place, 

garh) is remembered during the funeral ceremony wherever they might have 

migrated. 

The Budharaja myth also indicates their possible route of migration to 

Western Odisha. The myth depicts in detail the routes through which they 

entered Nuapada-Kalahandi. The myth goes like this: ―the Gond God 

Budharaja killed the demons of the sea, and the bones of the killed demons 

became mountains on earth. Then he collected a bamboo stick from the 

forest and climbed the Guda Parbat or Guda mountain (the mountain range 

is situated on the border of Nuapada with Chhattisgarh, i.e. south-east of 
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Raipur district, and to the west of Nuapada district of Odisha). There he 

settled four villages, i.e. Magiurbeda, Changurbeda, Rupabeda and 

Sunabeda, initiated cultivation (the above villagers are in the Plateau of 

Guda mountain, Nuapada district.) The God Budharaja gave paddy to men 

for cultivation and for their livelihood. Then Budharaja came down to 

Sakhotora (a village on the foothills of Guda mountain). There he sacrificed a 

goat and he married Dharni Devi, a Goddess, at Babbir and Darlipada (two 

villages of Sinapali –Boden Block). He sacrificed a cock on this occasion and 

gave a feast; he took rest at Panripani (another village of this area). Later he 

proceeded towards Ampani, a village on the border of Kalahandi and 

Koraput district of Odisha. There he met the Kutia Kandhas of Kalahandi and 

settled there. Khamkhaidebta (Khambeswari) was worshipped there. From 

there he proceeded to Keushinga (Kesinga; present Kesinga is a town on 

the borders of Kalahandi, Bolangir & Phulbani). From there he proceeded 

towards river Ganga, which is towards north, through Bolangir, Phulbani and 

Sambalpur. From Ganga, he returned on Chancha duitiya (Meaning not 

clear, possibly a tithi or date) and finally was worshipped by the people of 

this area. 

The above myth indicates the routes of migration of Gonds to Western 

Odisha and their gradual settlement in different villages. It also indicates the 

worship of Dharni Devi or earth goddess with the beginning of settled 

cultivation and the beginning of goat and cock sacrifice and an associated 

feast. It coincides with settled cultivation. It also indicates interaction 

between the Gond the Kutia Kandha and the worship of the Kandha deity, 

Khamkhai, by the Gonds. The Gonds have usually a well developed 

physique with fine chest and massive shoulders, but have scantily grown 

beard and moustaches. They are good at negotiating steep climbs and 

narrow hill tracks, and carry heavy burden. They are much more industrious 

than the Kandhas and take physical labour with pleasure. The Gonds are 

divided into number of clans and marriage within the same clan is strictly 

prohibited they follows child and adult marriage. Cross-cousin marriage, 

marriage by service and marriage arrange by the parents are generally 

practise in their society.  In Nuapada district three types of Gonds are found 

across the district.  

They are ‗Raj Gond‘, ‗Amat Gond‘ and ‗Dhur Gond‘. Again, Gond Samaj 

has been divided in eight numbers of barga namely Morehi, Markam, Netam, 

Porti, Oti, Sori, Jagat, Dharua .Bride price system is prevalent among them. 

It is paid in the shape of good stuff, cash and ornaments, as the case may 

be. In marriage ceremony the more Hinduised Gonds get the services of the 

Brahmins who conduct the marriage. Among the primitive Gonds their 

religious head called Jani performs the rites. Marriage is one of the biggest 
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items of expenditure in a man‘s life. As a result, most of them plunge into 

debt. 
2
 

 After child-birth the primitive Gonds observe several rites to keep the 

children safe from the evil spirits. Among the Hinduised Gonds all the rites 

are performed according to Hindu customs but they do not forget to worship 

the local deities. 

Rituals at death 

1. Funeral: Dead body is burnt & covered in soil with the help of friends 

and relatives. Then everybody takes bath and comes back to home. 

Then friends and relatives come to the house of dead person and Mithi 

Arna (Rice) offered to its family members to eat.  

2. Telapani: On 3
rd

, 5
th
 or 7

th
 day of death Samaj (key persons from 

community) came to its house, civilized house in milk, go to the burial 

ground and offered soil in the place where dead body was burnt. After 

taking bath they came back and join in a fest.  

3. Dasaha Kria: On 10
th
 day of death family members and relatives goes 

to the pond or river and bring water in a pot, which called as duma 

(spirit of the dead person) to home. After Duma dekha and niti karma 

family members of dead person joined in the Samaj. 

The Gonds are believed to have come to the ex-State of Kalahandi as a 

martial people and were settled on land as feudal chiefs. Bow and arrow 

were their traditional weapons. In course of time they have become settled 

cultivators. At present their main occupation is agriculture. They supplement 

their income by the collection of Jungle products. The Hinduised Gonds have 

become business-minded and are doing petty business in the local markets. 

The Gonds worship the deities: Budha Deo, Janga Deo and Linga Deo.  

They also believe in some malevolent deities who bring considerable harm in 

the form of disease, death, loss of cattle and property. In order to appease 

these deities they make offerings during the festivals. Besides the tribal 

deities, they also worship the gods and the goddesses of the Hindu 

pantheon. They celebrate Pousa purnima (Chher Chhera), Chaitra Parab, 

Makar Jatra, Aam Nuakhai, Nuakhai, Dasahara and Laxmi Puja with much 

pomp and show. 

Kandha 

Kandha tribe is found throughout Nuapada district. There are three 

types of Kandha tribe found in undivided Kalahandi district. Those are Kotia, 

Dongria & Desia Kandha.  Only Desia Kandhas are found In Nuapada 

district; they live along with other communities. They use ‗Kui‘ language 
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(mother language) among their own community. However, they interact in 

Kosali with others. Generally, they are simple, innocent, truthful, kind hearted 

and highly hospitable.  

Kandha tribe is also clan-based society. There are also many clans 

among the Kandha tribe. The Kandha named their area (chak) after their 

respective clans. So far as Nuapada district is concerned Kandha name their 

area (Chak) as Budhaka chak. Each chak is headed by a chieftain. Presently 

the Kandhas of Nuapada district are concentrated in the southern side of 

Nuapada district adjoining to Kalahandi district.  

In the Kandha tribe marriage has been purely exogamic, and no union 

can be made between kinsmen or even between the members of the same 

clan. This view is widely supported by H.H.Risely, R.V. Russel, E.T. Dalton, 

Krishna Sharma and L.N. Sahu, all the celebrated authors on the tribal 

history of India. 

In ancient age the Kandha women enjoyed a lot of privileges in 

selecting their husbands. The Dhangadi-basa and the Dhangada-basa 

provided the young girls and boys to establish pre-mature relationship 

leading to marriage. Unmarried girls and boys were sent to these dormitories 

to spend the nights in singing, dancing and rejoicing. They during the course 

of their enjoyment develop close companionship, the consummation of which 

is usually solemnized in marriage. This form of marriage is known as 

marriage by selection Marriage by purchase, by capture, by mutual consent 

and clandestine elopement, marriage arranged by the respective parents of 

males and females were other forms of marriage prevalent among the 

Kandha. 

In the Kandha community, the boy marries a girl who is little older. It is 

because the Kandhas always wanted their wives to be active, strong and 

hard working to earn their livelihood. Whatever may be the form of marriage 

the boy‘s parents have to pay the bride price which in the language of the 

Kandha is called as (Haraja Tanka). This bride price varies depending upon 

the status of the girl‘s parent. A poor boy who cannot pay a bride price can 

marry a girl by serving her parents until the bride price is recovered.  The 

Marriage is solemnized by Jani, the village priest. The bride is then taken 

away by the bridegroom‘s party. On the way a mock fight is held between 

the bride‘s party and the bridegroom‘s party. The bride‘s party pretends to 

take back the bride with oral as well as physical opposition but fails to do so. 

Afterwards they are allowed to go peacefully. In the Kandha society 

customarily child marriage, divorce and widow marriage are permissible. 

Child marriage is rare because it is quite expensive. 
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During the course of marriage negotiation it is always the boy‘s parent 

who pays several visits to the girl‘s house accompanied by different gifts 

consisting of goat, cows, rice and cloth. From the study of different forms of 

marriages it can be well said that the Kandha women occupy admittedly a 

higher position in the Hindu Social hierarchy. In the Kandha society to 

remain un-married is a curse not only for the girls and boys but also for their 

parents. But barrenness is also matter of great concern which often time 

leads to divorce or marriage with a second or even a third wife. In the 

Kandha community polygamy, divorce and widow marriage were universally 

permitted. It was very common to find a Kandha tribe with more than one 

wife. The right to divorce is mutual and exercised on slight ground like 

misconduct and disagreement or incompatibility. The institution of the 

younger brother marrying the widow of his elder brother to keep the family 

property intact and to take care of the widow in her old age is also prevalent 

among the Kandha. In the remote past, custom like Child Sacrifice & Human 

Sacrifice were prevailing with the Kandha tribe. Cultivation is the prime 

occupation of the Desia Kandha. They worship Gods like Dharni devta, 

Gram devta, Bima (Gruha devta) & Goddesses like Khandual, Satbhaen, 

Kandual Boja, Jina & Duma. They celebrate festivals like Chaitra parva, Toki 

parva, Rani Parva, Pausha parva, Nuakhai, Dushera etc. During social 

occasions and festivals, they take meet of goat, sheep and buffalo and drink 

Mahuli (liquor made from Mahua flower). 

Mirdha 

Mirdha tribe is found throughout Nuapada district. Their main sources 

of livelihood are cultivation, agri-labour & excavation of soil.  Mirdha is also a 

Dravidian tribe and their number is very few and they are mostly found in 

Nuapada district. The literacy among Mirdha is very low. The Mirdha have 

many similarities with the Kisan tribe in respective of language, social 

custom, religious rites and village organization.  As such, they are believed 

to be a section of the Kisan Tribe.
 

Paharia 

There is no reference of the Paharia community in ancient or mediaval 

literature. It is in the British record that we come across the ‗Kamar‘ 

(Paharia) for the first time. V. Ball
55

 wrote ―Proceeding along the bed of the 

valley. I came upon two colonies of a wild race of people called Kamars by 

their neighbours. They are regular Tronglodytes in habits, dwelling in caves 

and existing chiefly on roots and fish.‖ Russel and Hiralal
56

 considered the 
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‗Kamar‘ an offshoot of the Gond. They identified the areas of the Kamar 

concentration as Bindranayagarh and Khariar Zamindari of Raipur district 

(CP). S.C. Dube
57

 considered Kamar as the food gathering and hunting 

community, who maintain tribal solidarity and distinctive culture. They live in 

small groups; indeed their semi-permanent way of life is not suitable for large 

population cluster. Some of them, who have settled down, are gradually 

abandoning ‗Podu‘ cultivation and are taking basket making. S.C. Dubey
58

 

also subscribes to this view. Russel and Hiralal stated that Kamars have two 

subdivisions, namely ‗Budharaja‘ and ‗Makadia‘. But K.S. Singh
59

  reports 

that there are three territorial divisions among them, namely Pahariapatiya,  

Budharaja and  kachharapatiya which are further divided into a few totemic 

clans like Netam and Sori. They practice child marriage and cross cousin 

marriages are also common in this community (junior levirate and junior 

sororate are permissible). Mates are acquired by elopement, capture, 

intrusion, negotiation and occasionally by rendering service. The payment of 

bride wealth is obligatory. The post-marital residence is patri-local. A person 

with broken marriage, either due to divorce or death is allowed to remarry.
60

  

Parental property is inherited by the sons in equal measures. The paharia 

women do all the household works, take part in social and religious functions 

and support their families in all respect. 

The tribal people of Paharia community live in comparatively 

inaccessible areas. In Orissa they are found only in Nuapada district which 

was in the erstwhile Madhya Pradesh (now Chhattisgarh). They live in the 

hills and jungles away from the mainstream civilization. What is peculiar to 

this tribe is that, given the choice, they do not prefer to leave their village and 

settle down in a different village. They show complete indifference to any 

development initiative and thus reflect their withdrawal syndrome which is 

categorical of the average Paharia. They live in small groups. Their huts are 

dispersed in the jungle in groups of 3 to 4 separated from one another. They 

maintain a close relationship within their cluster. 

The Pattern of social organization of Paharias is different from the 

Hindus. They are divided into four gots (clans) which are further divided into 

several sub-groups. The clan-wise division of the Paharias is as follows: Sori 

(a forest creeper)-16 sub-groups, Netam (tortoise)-12, Markam (reverse of 

tortoise and hostile to crocodile)-8, and Jagat (ancestors)-4. The 16 Sori 

sub-groups are katpharia, Kandangiya, Pardhaiya, Sewayan, Oadia, 
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Singuliya, Kawaramya, Ambaliya, Nayepaniya, Nagrajiya, Pandariya, 

Ambamotiya and Boleghatiya. The 12 Netam sub-groups are are-Mataliya, 

dongriya, Sarajharia, Neikaha, Ranidiya, Kukudadiya, Bhomkadaniya, 

Toiebhuyan, Dandapaliya, Mesrajharia, Kawaramdiya and Jipripaniyan. Sodi 

and Netam marry with each other. But they do not marry within themselves, 

i.e. they practice clan exogamy.
61

  

They prefer to live in exclusively separate single tribe village. But 

nowadays they are living in villages of other tribes and castes. Still they do 

not mix with them easily and prefer to construct their huts outside the village 

boundary. The concept of private property among the Paharia is very weak. 

They abandon their huts and even villages at the slightest provocation.  

The Paharias worship their household, clan and village deities like Mait, 

Maa, Gangadi, Sunadi, Rapadi and Budharaja. They have distinct set of 

gods and goddesses compared with the Hindus and other religious 

communities. However, many of their gods and goddesses are the same as 

those of scheduled tribes like the Gonds and Bhunjias in the Nuapada region 

and the Kamars of Chhattisgarh. Like other tribes, their places of worship are 

extremely simple and many of their rituals are performed by the traditional 

Jhakar (priest) who belongs to their own community or another tribal 

community. 

The Paharia community lives in huts standing on a clearing of the 

jungle. Their huts are made of wood props, and roofs are thatched. These 

cottages fail to protect them from either heat or cold or rain. One can see the 

open sky from the inside of these huts. There is also constant fear of snakes 

and wild animals. ‗The Paharia households lack basic amenities of 

sanitation. It is also found that in many of the Paharia villages there is no 

facility of drinking water. Since they live in the remote part of the jungle, it is 

not possible to provide the facility of tube well also. Hence they depend 

entirely on the river and stream water. There are villages where people have 

to cover more than one-kilometer to fetch drinking water which is also not 

safe for drinking. During rainy season they have to take dirty water and 

things become more difficult for them during summer. 

Due to such unhygienic living conditions they suffer from diseases like 

dysentery, malaria etc.. Medical facility is a distant dream for this community. 

They completely live on the mercy of god during ailment. Chronic cases of 

fever lead them to anaemia. In some villages people depend upon the 

quacks who exploit them to the fullest extent. In the absence of medical 

facility, the Paharia people also resort to sorcerers and deities. Thus there is 

total absence of health care in the Paharia village. 
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The Paharias still depend on food gathering. They are numerically very 

few and politically insignificant for the ruling elite. Until recently, they were 

not even conscious enough to put forward their claims to be tribals. 

While ethnologically Paharia are a tribal society (most primitive 

category), they are not yet included in the official tribal list of Odisha. 

Paharias are known as ‗Kamar‘ in Chhattisgarh and considered as one of 

the most primitive tribes of India. Accordingly, a special micro project with 

the support of Government of India is being implemented for their 

development Kamar in Odia language means blacksmith and the 

blacksmiths are not tribals.  Probably because of this confusion, the Kamar 

(Paharia) were not included in the tribal list of Odisha. Prior to 1936 the 

present Nuapada district was in Raipur district under the Central Province. 

Reporting then R.V. Russel identified the areas of Kamar (Paharia) 

concentration as Khariar Zamindari which is the present Nuapada district of 

Orissa. 
62

 

On the 1
st
 of April 1936 the State of Utkal or Orissa/Odisha was formed 

and the then Khariar Zamindari (present Nuapada district) along with its 

inhabitants was transferred to Utkal/Orissa/Odisha. From the day, 

Kamar/Paharia remains the most neglected community in Odisha. They are 

deprived of the benefits enjoyed by the tribes because of their exclusion 

from the tribal list. They are also doubly deprived of the special benefits of 

the special Micro Kamar Development Project which their brethren in 

Chhattisgarh are availing. ¹ It is a paradox that the day of joy for the people 

of Odisha has proved a doom for the Paharias. One may call it a mockery 

because even after 71 years also we have not corrected our historical 

blunder.  

The Population of the Paharia has never been exclusively the surveyed 

during Census period. While doing study on Lesser Known Tribes of Odisha, 

Lokadrusti a local voluntary organization identified and enlisted the Paharia 

hamlets in the district and surveyed the demography. The following is the 

details survey hamlets wise.  

Paharia Population 

Sl.No Name of 

the Block 

Name of the 

G.P 

Name of the 

village 

Total 

household 

BPL Total Population 

Male Female 

1 Komna Bhela Chhatarbandhli 16 16 34 35 

2 

Komna 

Tikrapada Tikrapada 19 19 45 36 

3 Pendrawan Naikpada 08 08 10 09 

4 Komna Dangamara 18 18 34 31 

5 Gandamer Gandamer 15 15 36 33 

6 Kandetara Tuklapada 06 06 14 10 
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7 Tarbod Dharampur 08 08 16 11 

8  Jholpada 10 10 18 12 

9 Komna Bharuamunda 17 17 36 31 

10 

Khariar 

Sanmaheswar Tikhali 18 18 25 21 

11 Bargaon Kumajori 20 20 49 51 

12 Lanji Dumerjore 18 18 33 24 

13 Pendrawan Lambipani 60 60 82 83 

14 Kirkita Khurd Sikuan 24 24 41 44 

15 Sardhapur Jubrajpur 21 21 61 65 

16 

Komna 

Soseng Adar 31 31 72 81 

17 Sunabda Dhekunpani 47 47 107 99 

18  Chakala 13 13 26 30 

19 Gambharipani 17 17 38 32 

20 Gadgada 22 22 42 45 

21 Dhatunam 29 29 58 48 

22 Gundrupani 17 17 34 29 

23 Jalmadei 20 20 49 36 

24 Badjhola 10 10 20 23 

25 

Boden 

Bhaisadani Bhaisadani 23 23 41 44 

26  Kuimunda 29 29 36 40 

27 Kathfar 65 65 108 103 

28 Sodamakhan 05 05 08 07 

29 Garjanpani 06 06 08 07 

30 Dahimal 13 13 13 21 

31 Sahajmal 10 10 12 10 

32 Sainipada 02 02 04 04 

33 Koptiam 04 04 06 06 

34 Bhainsmundi 10 10 12 15 

35 Sindurpada 03 03 04 04 

36 Patdhara 03 03 03 03 

37 Nagjhar Makarbirli 05 05 05 06 

38  Bhuipani 21 21 55 50 

39 Farsara Putupada 14 14 21 15 

40 Karlakot Mondobirli 22 22 39 35 

41 Bairgaon Baglore 40 40 44 48 

42  Dudungjhola 19 19 27 35 

43  Babpada 08 08 12 13 

44 Babebir Pitapani 21 21 25 24 

45 Sunapur Mahulpada 12 12 18 15 

46 

Sinapali 

Makhapadar Makhapadar 15 15 18 15 

47  Chaura 10 10 10 12 

48 Liad Jamalapadar 05 05 08 10 

49  Liad 

(Colonypada) 

23 23 42 34 

50  Badunjore 07 07 08 10 

51 Kenduguda Dongripali 13 13 13 15 

52 Ghatmal Kandhenjharia 22 22 31 36 

53  Talakot 23 23 31 23 

54  Nangalghat 16 16 28 30 

55  Jholapada 22 22 42 49 

56  Jambahali 40 40 41 42 

57  Telsaria 05 05 05 08 
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58 Gorla Bijapur 25 25 47 39 

69  Madalpakhan 15 15 17 16 

60 Khairpadar Phulchi 08 08 10 08 

61  Kathibadi 10 10 10 11 

62  Thipakhol 18 18 20 20 

63 Nangalbod Golabeda 12 12 18 21 

64 Nuapada Kenduguda 12 12 12 13 

65  Bagdiapada 12 12 15 15 

66 

Nuapada 

Bharamunda Lodra 12 06 21 33 

67  Katingpani 44 24 52 87 

68 Khutbandhbhera Patharpunji 31 17 60 62 

69  Chanalpada 04 01 08 04 

70  Khutbandhbhera 20 08 38 40 

71  Chipajhar 22 16 35 47 

72 Tanwat Tanwat 02 02 10 08 

73  Jhilmila 02 02 07 06 

74 Kermeli Kermeli 01 01 05 04 

75  Golabandh 02 02 01 02 

76 Dharambandha Kodopali 11 06 17 17 

77  Dharambandha 02 01 02 05 

78  Botha Kodopali 11 06 17 17 

 Chulabhat Bhalupani 02 01 02 03 

 TOTAL   1278 1209 2135 2149 

 

The above table shows that there are 79 hamlets in the district having 

household of 1278. As per the survey the total population of Paharia is 4294 

(2135 Male & 2149 Female). 

Looking at the plight of Paharia, Collector of Nuapada District wrote a 

letter to the Government on 23 February 2001 wherein he clearly noted that, 

the ―People belonging to the Paharia caste are most underdeveloped and 

live in very difficult situation in the forest and other interior of the district. 

Quite  a few of them do not possess  ration  cards and do not get proper  

facilities for  health check up, immunization, school facilities and largely  

remain out of  the developmental schemes‖. 
 

On 19
th
 February 2005, The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 

Development of Government of Odisha sent a letter to the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs (MoTA), Government of India for the inclusion of the Paharia (Kamar) 

community, as per the recommendations of the state Tribal Advisor Council, 

in the Constitution (Scheduled Tribe) order in respect of the State of Odisha 

(Department letter No 6866 dated 19.02.2005). 

The Odisha Government has very recently issued an order (Dated 19
th
  

April 2008) underlining the continued ―extreme poverty and remoteness of 

the habitation‖ of Paharia (Kamar) in the state and their inability to obtain the 

benefits of socio-economic development programmes despite its 
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recommendation to the Government of India for inclusion in the Scheduled 

Tribe list. The state government has issued the order, pending inclusion in 

the list, to bring the younger generation of Paharias into the mainstream by 

providing residential facilities students along with pre-and post-Matric 

scholarship, and extending assistance to the community under the 

Dispersed Tribal Development Programme (DTDP). However, the Central 

Government has not yet been able to accord the Paharias the status of 

Scheduled Tribes. 

Sabar 

The Sabar is one of the prominent tribes which settled down mostly in 

Komna, Nuapada and Boden block of the district. Traditionally, they were 

dependent on forest products and hunting of animals and birds. They 

collected minor Forest Products like Mahul, Chhar, Tendu leaf, firewood, 

roots of trees, fruits, leaves and mushroom from the forest for food and 

made a living by selling them. They have also agriculture land and they are 

good farmers. They are divided into 80 sub-categories like Bisal, Naik, Bag, 

Bhuai, Hatpharia, etc.  

Rituals on birth 

Mother and child remain unclean till umbilical cord of the child drops. 

Sasti is observed on the sixth day. Parents of the child give 10 kg rice, 2 kg 

dal and green vegetables to the society as part of the ritual. Ekoisia is done 

on the 21
st
 day with homa and Satyanarayan puja. Pala, Daskathia or local 

folk drama is performed in the night and villagers enjoy it. Traditionally, 

brother of the child‘s mother shaved the child‘s hair on this day but now it is 

done one year after the child‘s birth. 

Marriage ceremony 

Marriage ceremony is an important celebration in the Sabar community 

and it is takes place with great pomp and gaiety. Early marriage was 

prevalent earlier but now it happens when the boy and the girl reach 

majority. Marriage takes place h with mutual understanding of both families 

and if both bride and bridegroom agree to the proposal. 

Rituals on death: Dead body is cremated. Sudhi karma (Purity) is 

done on 3
rd

 and 10
th
 day. Non vegetarian food is strictly prohibited till 

Dasaha.  

Festivals 

Nilamadhaba (Jaganath, Balabhadra and Subhadra) is worshiped by 

the tribe. Besides, they worship Samaleswari, Manikeswari, Pataneswari, 

Raktambari, Budharaja and other village deities.  They also observe different 
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festivals in different stages of cultivation and conduct religious worship to 

eliminate different diseases by offering alcohol, hen/cock. 

Religion and Religious Beliefs 

In all tribal societies and other societies such as Gouda, Mali, Damba, 

etc., Kunabera is a living tradition that defines the identity of a girl in the 

society. It is a ritualistic expression of the privileged place a tribal girl, and for 

that matter, other indigenous groups, occupies in the life of the society. 

Kunabera is also known as Kandbiha (arrow marriage) in the Choukhutia 

Bhunjia society. 

All girls in their adolescence 

undergo Kunabera. It is a 

mandatory social custom and no 

one can think beyond it. It is a big 

celebration on the part of the 

family. All friends and relatives 

are invited for this social custom.  

Tent is erected strictly adhering 

to the traditional norm. Four 

wooden pillars (Deli) are placed 

and tree branches cover the space to give shade. There are five holy pots 

around each of these pillars. Then the Mahua tree is placed at the middle 

and is worshipped. The girl takes a holy bath after smearing her body with 

turmeric paste. Then she puts her traditional costume and a crown made of 

palm leaf.  The ritual takes place amidst dance and drum beating followed by 

a grand community feast. This pre-puberty marriage ceremony resembles a 

regular (Hindu) wedding in all respects, except that it includes no 

engagement ceremony nor are any wedding gifts offered. The ceremony 

lasts for two days, during which a (shortened) form of all the main rites of a 

regular marriage is performed. 

The applying of turmeric paste on the virgin and the token bridegroom 

in the icon of an arrow, the taking-out of the marriage procession, the 

throwing of turmeric-mixed rice, the going round the marriage post, and 

finally the ceremonial bathing of the bridal couple-  all go through step by 

step. A real brother-in-law of the girl holds the token bridegroom in his hand 

and acts at the different stages of the ceremony on its behalf. For this 

service he receives a special gift of money or cloth at the time of the girl‘s 

regular marriage. 

This ceremony differs from community to community. But in broader 

practice and essentially, it remains the same. Gond, Gouda, Mali, Damba/ 

Gandas follow more or less the same procedure. But there is certain 
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difference among the Chuktia Bhunjia tribe living in Sunabeda plateau of 

Nuapada district. They do it collectively as Nityanand Pattnaik and others 

observe, 

―Before the puberty rites takes place the girl has to undergo a ritual 

called as Kunabara. The ritual takes place at the age of ten and all the girls 

of ten years of age of a village undergo this ritual at a time. On the day of the 

ritual the respective parents invite all the relatives living in the village to 

attend the ceremony. The girl younger in the age of the village prepares 

caps made of palm leaves and put it on the head of the girls and takes them 

to the nearby river. All the girls take a ceremonial bath in the river and return 

home. After bath, all the girls walk seven times around an arrow fixed on the 

ground. 

―This collective celebration saves money and time for the people and 

their relatives. This also fosters tribal unity in the village. Since Chuktia 

Bhunjias live in smaller groups it becomes possible to maintain this tradition. 

―In all of our social practice there are certain social values. The four 

pillars of ‗delis‘ signify four directions and the five holy pots around each of 

these pillars represent our five senses or ‗indriyas‘. So Kunabara is a 

symbolic representation of winning these five senses in the witness of four 

‗digas‘. Mahua tree is the symbol of fertility and has a lot of utilitarian values. 

Thus the use of this free in Kunabara is seen as a clear indication of the 

desire of parents to give her daughter in marriage to a capable person. 

―There is a general belief that the body of the girl remains unripe and 

unfit for sexual conjugation until she undergoes this ritual of Kunabara. Any 

sexual act or serious lapse on the part of the girl during this would 

permanently defile her and make her impure and polluted. More importantly, 

if the girl attains puberty prior to Kunabara it is believed to have injurious 

effect on her body and would expose her parents to gross social 

disapproval. Such girl would not be considered for marriage. Such a situation 

is quite unforeseen and therefore it becomes an inevitable part for all 

adolescent girls to undergo this pre-puberty rite.  

“To protect her from any such danger, which would not only lower her 

social prestige and affect her life adversely, but would also bring disrepute to 

her family, recourse is taken to a token marriage. At the age of nine or ten 

the girl must be married in a token way to a prescribed object. Among the 

Chinda and the Chaukhutia Bhunjia she is married to an arrow. Among the 

Oriya-speaking Raj Gond this object is the branch of the Mahua tree. Among 

the Hindu castes a girl is invariably married to a wooden pounder used for 

husking (rice)…. Once this ceremony is performed, the girl‘s body does not 

remain unripe and sacred. Now her offences and lapses may be treated by 
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the tribal or caste authorities as those of a married woman. But today Mahua 

tree is being worshipped invariably by all communities. 

―The token pre-puberty marriage of the girl to an arrow or other object is 

a way that tribal people keep their girls ―pure‖ while still allowing them to 

marry later. This way they avoid the negative results of the socially approved 

early marriage while still maintaining the girl‘s honour. Although very early 

marriage is no longer widely practiced in India, this custom of Kunabara is 

still practiced by some tribal groups. 

―In many tribal and other non-tribal societies girls are treated on par 

with married women once Kunabara is performed. A number of social 

restrictions are imposed on them. Their mobility relationship and behaviour 

are restricted. They are put to strict vigil and scrutiny by the family members 

and relatives. In some communities even their dress changes. In case of the 

Chuktia Bhunjia tribe such girls are treated like married women and put to all 

such inhibitions prescribed for the married women. They put on white sari 

and are no more allowed to take food outside as per the prevailing practice 

of their community. They are also no more allowed inside their kitchen which 

they believe is the abode of their ancestral deities and into which no 

outsiders are allowed. 

―This social custom of Kunabara is often seen as a taboo promoting 

child marriage since during adolescent years the girl undergoes such rites 

she becomes pure and fit for marriage once she attains puberty. This 

apprehension seems probable in certain communities such as Gond, Gouda, 

Mali etc.  But child marriage is rare and adult marriage is the general rule. 

This pre-puberty rite is a necessary precondition of regular marriage and 

never a substitute for it. This Kunabara rite is continued only to girls and 

male children are not exposed to any such rituals. So it must be put to some 

kind of gender discourse. One thing is loud and clear that girls are put to 

dummy womanhood much before they actually attain puberty and they are 

virtually compelled to follow the married women ways among the Chuktia 

Bhunjia such girls put white saris like their married women and are not 

allowed to eat outside and enter into their kitchen. In many cases girl 

children drop out from school after Kunabara and they are not allowed to mix 

with male members freely. They mentally grow faster and develop a mindset 

as like the adults which accepted or not promotes if not child marriage but 

certainly early marriage.‖  
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Traditions and Customs of the Hindus  

Birth 

The Hindus are custom bound and have a strong background of 

customs and traditions. They obey different customs from birth till death. A 

pregnant woman has to undergo a number of restrictions. She is not allowed 

to eat certain restricted food items, not allowed to come out during certain 

days considered inauspicious etc. but over the years there has been a lot of 

change and most of these customs are relaxed to a greater extent. In the 

past during birth also they had to undergo certain restrictions. They were/are 

considered impure and are separated from others. They are not allowed any 

sacred work.  

There is the celebration of ―Sasthi‖ on the sixth day of child‘s birth. After 

some prayer and ritual there is the custom involving the maternal uncle. On 

this day the horoscope of the child is prepared. After the umbilical cord falls 

the mother is subjected to a holy bath and then is allowed to do all works 

including the holy ones. On the twenty first day there is the custom of name 

giving ceremony popularly known as ―Ekoisia‖. It is an occasion for 

community gathering followed by feast. Nowadays, it has become a grand 

occasion where people from all communities are invited over a feast.  

Marriage 

Normally there is the custom of arranged marriage among the Hindus. 

Bride and groom must be Hindus and necessarily from the same social 

group which means a Brahmin must marry a Brahmin, a Tribe must marry 

from his own tribal group. In fact there are different marriage traditions 

among different groups among the Hindus.  

Among the Brahmins, Kshatriyas and other upper castes there has 

been a lot of changes. Even if arranged marriage is the most preferred one 

there are a number of instances of marriage by choice. In the new 

generation this marriage by choice is more frequently found. They are also 

violating the caste rules and are marrying from different Hindu groups or 

even non-Hindu groups.  

There are different forms of marriage among different social groups of 

Hindus. In the tribal society parents fix up marriage. However the opinion of 

the bride and groom is also sought. Among other Hindu social groups such 

as Domb, Gouda and other backward castes also this type of marriage with 

minor variations is followed. In addition to arranged marriage other forms of 

marriage such as elopement, snatching etc. also exist. In snatching the bride 

may or may not have consent and if the groom takes her away for some 

days then they have to marry each other. In elopement they flee away for 
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some days on mutual consent and after coming back live as couple. There is 

another system of marriage also where the bride comes with all her 

belongings and stays in the groom‘s house. Al these forms of marriage get 

social recognition.  

Marriage Tradition and Ethics 

Normally the Hindus follow the tradition of single marriage or 

monogamy. In the upper castes this is being strictly followed. But among the 

backward communities there is the prevalence of bigamy or polygamy under 

rare circumstances. It is seen that they used to adopt second wife if the first 

one failed to bear a child or even a male child. Among these castes and 

even the upper castes also the male members remarry in the event of their 

wives‘ death. But the wives do not have the permission of remarrying. There 

are many instances when the women become widow at an early age also 

they have to live their entire life like that and they cannot remarry. However 

among the Marwadi communities they have initiated a reformation and their 

society facilitates their remarriage with certain compromises.  

The Christians normally adopt monogamy where as the Muslims 

practice polygamy. But in Nuapada district the Muslims practice monogamy 

which can be seen as an impact of association of other communities. 

Especially among the new generation Muslims there is the system of 

monogamy.  

It is still found that among all these communities there is the system of 

dowry and the quantum of dowry is increasing every year. Despite the 

reformative initiatives by different social associations and the strict laws of 

the government there is no respite from this system of dowry. 

Death Rituals 

Among the upper caste Hindus there is the system of burning the dead 

bodies. The dead body is taken on a cot by family members and relatives to 

the common graveyard and burnt with established rituals. The eldest son of 

the dead person offers Mukhagni. On fourth day there is the system of 

Telghar or oil is used after that. For ten days the family members are 

considered as impure and remain isolated from others. During this period 

different rituals such as ―Samagri‖ or ―Seetal‖ in the form of fruits and foods 

items are served to the relatives and members of the neighbourhood. Earlier 

it happened to be a simple affair but over the years this has become a costly 

one. On tenth day all relatives and friends, members from the society attend 

this function. The family members become pure thereafter. Then on eleventh 

and twelfth days also there are certain rituals and the tradition ends there. 

During this period non-vegetarian food is strictly prohibited. There is also the 
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system of taking the bones of the dead person to river Ganges for 

immersion. It is believed that the soul of the dead person attains salvation 

after that. In Nuapada district there is the system that most of the people go 

to Ganga during these twelve days or immediately after that. On return they 

throw a community feast too. Among the other Hindu communities those 

who are not well to do they immerse the bones in Patalganga, Harishankar 

or Narasingnath also and they believe that the soul gets salvation after that. 

The tribals and the other lower caste people observe death rituals for three 

days only.  

Relationship among different castes and religions  

Earlier there was the system of untouchability in Nuapada district. 

Especially the Brahmins considered the SCs and other dalit communities as 

untouchable. They did not touch them and take food or water touched by 

them. Even in some Brahmin dominated villages they were not allowed to 

draw water from the village well. But over the years due to spread of 

education and other reformation this system is found no more. Among the 

tribals and backward communities also there existed a strict sense of caste 

based discrimination which still exists with certain flexibility. But on the whole 

there prevails a smooth inter-caste relationship in Nuapada district today.  

Widow Remarriage 

Legally there is no restriction to widow re-marriage. But customarily 

widow re-marriage is forbidden among the Brahmins and other high castes. 

Divorce 

 Only one case under the Indian Divorce Act, 1869 was filed in 1966 and 

recorded on the first day of April, 1967. Divorce depends on the personal law 

governing the parties to the marriage. Christians are governed by the Indian 

Divorce Act, 1869. The Muslims are governed by the Dissolution of Muslim 

Marriage Act, 1939. Hindus are governed by the Hindu Marriage Act, 1956. 

When the parties belong to different religious faiths and the marriage is 

registered under the Special Marriage Act, the provisions of that Act apply. 

 Under the aforesaid Acts, the grounds of divorce are more or less the 

same, such as, adultery, desertion, bigamy (for Christians), failure of 

husband to maintain the wife for two years, conviction of husband for 7 

years, failure without reasonable case to perform marital rights, impotence 

and insanity of husband, cruelty by husband, conversion to another religion, 

unsoundness  of mind, suffering from a virulent and incurable form of 

leprosy, venereal disease in a communicable form, and renunciation of the 

world, etc. (for Hindus). 
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Home, Community and Social Life 

Type of Dwelling 
 
Nuapada      

District 

Type of house 

Permanent Semi-permanent Temporary 

Total  61,270(38.31%) 93,168(58.25%) 5,184(3.24%) 

Rural 56,753(37.36%) 89,952(59.21%) 5,029(3.31(%) 

Urban 4,514(56.28%) 3,216(40.07%) 155(1.93%) 

Source:-Census of India 2011 HH series Table on Houses 

In this table the type of houses used by the people of Nuapada district 

are being analysed. Out of total houses 58.25 per cent of houses were 

kachcha type. Mainly it is visible in rural areas of Nuapada. Percentage of 

pucca houses in Nuapada is 38.31 per cent in total out of which 56.28 per 

cent of houses are found in urban areas of the district.  The table below 

shows ownership pattern of houses in Nuapada.  

Household Status 

Ownership 

Status 

No of 

dwelling 

rooms 

Number of Households 

Total Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe 

Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Owned No exclusive 

Room 

2,715 2,570 145 380 361 19 575 523 52 

One Room 55,250 53,797 1,453 9,279 8,884 395 18,225 18,035 190 

Two Room  65,111 62,702 2,409 8,980 8,329 651 24,436 24,116 320 

Three Room 19,221 18,118 1,103 2,337 2,107 230 6,927 6,841 86 

3+  Room 9,832 8,768 1,064 1,019 882 137 2,710 2,673 37 

Total 152,129(94%) 145,955  

(96%) 

6174  

(77%) 

21995 20563 

(95%) 

1432 

(85%) 

52873 

(97%) 

52188 

(97%) 

685 

(80.5%) 

Rented No exclusive 

Room 

111 92 19 37 33 4 11 10 1 

One Room 1,306 775 531 247 171 76 193 155 38 

Two Room  1,458 913 545 205 140 65 233 168 65 

Three Room 710 421 289 66 37 29 93 78 15 

3+  Room 266 166 100 22 12 10 31 26 5 

Total 3851 (2.5%) 2367 (2%) 1484 

(18%) 

577 393 (2%) 184 

(11%) 

561 

(1%) 

437 (1%) 124 

(14.5%) 

Other No exclusive 

Room 

172 153 19 32 30 2 44 37 7 

One Room 1,931 1,766 165 376 334 42 501 482 19 

Two Room  1,309 1,189 120 253 233 20 349 336 13 

Three Room 404 353 51 60 55 5 88 87 1 

3+  Room 151 138 13 25 23 2 23 22 1 

Total 3967 (2.5%) 3599 (2%) 368 (5%) 746 675 (3%) 71 

(5%) 

1005 

(2%) 

964  (2%) 41 (5%) 

District 

Total 

Nuapada 

No exclusive 

Room 

2,998 (2%) 2,815 (2%) 183 (2%) 449 (2%) 424 (2%) 25  

(1%) 

630 

(1%) 

570 (1%) 60 (7%) 

One Room 58,487 (37%) 56,338(37%) 2,149 

(27%) 

9,902 

(42%) 

9,389 

(44%) 

513 

(30%) 

18,919 

(35%) 

18,672 

(35%) 

247 

(29%) 

Two Room  67,878 (42%) 64,804(43%) 3,074 

(38%) 

9,438 

(40%) 

8,702(40%) 736 

(44%) 

25,018 

(46%) 

24,620 

(46%) 

398 

(47%) 

Three Room 20,335 (13%) 18,892(12%) 1,443 

(18%) 

2,463 

(11%) 

2,199 

(10%) 

264 

(16%) 

7,108 

(13%) 

7,006(13%) 102 

(12%) 

3+  Room 10,249(6%) 9,072 (6%) 1,177 

(15%) 

1,066 

(5%) 

917 (4%) 149 

(9%) 

2,764 

(5%) 

2,721(5%) 43 (5%) 

Total 159,947(100%) 151,921 

(100%)) 

8026 

(100%) 

23318 

(100%) 

21631 

(100%) 

1687 

(100%) 

54439 

(100%) 

53589 

(100%) 

850 

(100%) 
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According to 2011 Census if we 

categorize the residential houses of people 

of Nuapada District  as per rooms they have 

out of total  159947 houses in the district 2 

per cent i. e 2998 houses have no exclusive 

rooms, 37 per cent have single room, 42 

per cent i.e highest numbers of houses in 

the district have two rooms.  As per as three 

room-houses are concerned, 13 per cent of 

houses in the district have three-room-houses and that amounts to 20335 no 

of houses. It may also be observed that maximum no of houses in both the 

rural and urban area of Nuapada district have three rooms i.e. 64804 (43%) 

and 3074 (38%) respectively in rural and urban area. Maximum people of 

Scheduled Caste categories have mainly one room houses but the 

Scheduled Tribe people in the District have two-room houses which are 

about 46 per cent out of the total houses they have. Out of total houses in 

the district 95 per cent of houses are owned by the people themselves who 

reside in their own houses, but 2.5 per cent lives in rented houses and 

another 2.5 per cent have houses which are neither owned  nor rented but in 

the personal adjustment.  

Dress 

Generally, men in rural and urban areas wear dhoti. 

Some of them also use lungi and gamcha. The Tribals 

use dhoti and do not use any upper garment. In winter 

when they feel cold, they cover their body with a coarse 

cotton cloth. They usually wrap a piece of gamchha or 

towel round the head while working in the field. Due to 

external contact, nowadays people use western 

garments such as trousers, shirts, bush shirts, etc. 

These garments are not only found in urban areas but also have infiltrated 

into rural areas. 

Women, irrespective of caste or social 

condition wear sari. Women in urban areas 

wear sari, blouse and petticoat, but in rural 

areas only sari is commonly used to cover the 

lower as well as the upper part of the body. 

Married women of the district veil their head 

as a custom. 



 
 

125 

 

The people of the district purchase dhoti, sari and cheap variety of 

garments from the hats or urban markets. It is found that mills-made clothes 

have to a great extent substituted the handloom clothes. 

As foot-wear most of the people in the district use shoes, cheap quality 

hawai and plastic slippers.
63

 

Ornaments 

The men and women of the district wear a variety of ornaments on 

different parts of their bodies. Most of these are gold, silver, aluminium, 

brass, coloured glass beads and rolled gold. The design, size weight and 

contents of the ornaments have undergone changes from time to time 

according to the prevailing fashions and also differ from one community to 

another. The ornaments used in the past were generally simple in style and 

heavy. But those in vogue at present are much lighter, refined and 

sophisticated in designs. The principal ornaments used by the women in the 

district are Mathamani, Sebatifula, Chaurimundi, Panpatri and Jharakathi for 

head; Kanthimali, Sorisia mala, Chain (Hara).  Suta, Khagala and Haske for 

neck; Fasia, ear-ring, Karnaphula, Jhalaka, Khinwa, Panchia mundi, Mandra 

and Nangul for ear; Notha, Guna, Dandi and Fulli for nose: Armlet, Nagmori, 

Bahatada, Bahasuta and Panchuki for arm: Kataria, Bandaria, Khadu, Ruli 

and Chudi for wrist; Mudi and mandi for finger, Antasuta, Kardhan and 

Kamarpata for waist; Painri, Pahuda and Malha for anklet; Bichhia, Chutki, 

Chura and Jhuntia for toe. 
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The women of the upper castes and the well-to-do women usually 

prepare gold and silver ornaments. Some males also wear chain (Hara) or 

ring (Mudi). Well-to-do males also use gold or silver buttons on their shirts or 

Punjabis. 

Besides the metal ornaments the tribal women also use feather, 

Kaincha, coloured beads etc, to deck their body. 

In recent years, the extent of the use of gold and silver ornaments has 

been affected by the soaring prices of these metals.  

Personal decoration / beautification 

The rural women of the Kandha, Dom, Lohar, Gouda, Ghasi and other 

communities tattoo their hands before they are married. The designs are 

simple and are made on legs too. They comb their hair periodically after 

applying oil. The hair is parted in the middle, then combed back and tied into 

a bun on the neck but slightly to the right. A comb made of horn or wood is 

generally used to comb the hair. They also use metal or plastic hair pins on 

special occasions. Among the higher castes the women generally coil the 

plaited hair and fix hair pins. 

Food and Drink 

Rice is the staple food of the people. It is taken dry or soaked in cold 

water. Vegetable curry, Dal and occasionally non-vegetarian curry is also 

added to these meals. A few people use wheat. Besides rice and wheat, 

people also take ragi, Mandia, Kodo, Suan, Gurji, mushrooms, various kinds 

of roots and tubers. In between principal meals people usually eat cakes, 

fried rice, parched rice etc. 

During social and religious functions, in addition to normal food items, 

different types of cakes, sweets, rice porridge, etc. are prepared generally 

among almost all castes nowadays, and meats of goat, sheep and fowl are 

also taken. 

Cooking used to be mostly done in earthen pots earlier, and these were 

purchased from the potters. But now aluminium and steel utensils have 

become popular among the people. Various kinds of oil such as mustard oil, 

Mahul oil, Til and Rasi (linseed) oil are being used for cooking purposes. 

Only on festive occasions people use cow and buffalo ghee and various 

brands of hydrogenated oil. 

Communal Life, Communal Dance 

Banabadi, Dalkhai, Dhap, Dhangda-dhangdi, Ghoomra, Madal and Sua 

dances are prevalent in the district. These are held during socio cultural and 
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religious functions. Besides, Pala, Daskathia and Sankirtan are also 

performed mostly in rural areas. Singbaja of the Damba/Ganda community is 

a dance form which is seen to be believed. It is something of a heroic dance 

which involves breath-taking acrobatic performance. At times, the dancers 

pick up sharp needle with their eyelids from the ground.  

Dhap Dance 

The Dhap dance has derived its name from the musical instrument 

known as dhap which is modelled in the shape of a Khanjani. The dancer 

holds the dhap with his left hand and beats it with sticks in right hand. The 

Kandhas of the district perform this dance in which both men and women 

participate. Generally, the men of one village dance and sing with the 

women of another village. In this dance unmarried men and women take 

active part while the experienced persons guide them. During the dance the 

women dancers play on ramakathi, a musical instrument made of two pieces 

of polished wood with little cymbals fitted in them. The Kandhas perform this 

Dhap dance on the occasion of marriage and also for the sake of recreation. 

The dancers do not use any special dress for the purpose. The men and 

women stand face to face in rows and dance. They move forward and 

backward and sing mostly amorous songs. Due to the impact of modern 

civilization and change in the outlook of the people the women nowadays 

fight shy to participate in the dance. They also do not practice the dance 

regularly as a result of which the standard of the dance is fast deteriorating. 

Ghumura dance 

―The Ghumura is originally a tribal dance, which, in course of time, has 

been adopted by others. The dance is named after a typical earthen drum 

called Ghumura. It is like a clay pitcher with long neck and its mouth covered 

with the skin of godhi (iguana, monitor lizard). The dancers tie the Ghumuras 

on their shoulders and hang them tight on their chest. This is a very popular 

dance in the western part of Orissa including the districts of Sambalpur and 

Balangir, but the Ghumura dancers of Kalahandi excel all others in this 

particular dance art. 

―The dance is performed by 15 to 20 male members. The dancers 

dress themselves in coloured dhotis and jackets. They use turban on which 

peacock feathers are attached. They also fasten ghagudi (a chain of brass 

bells) on their feet which produce musical sound while dancing. 

―During the dance the dancers sing devotional songs, Chhanda, 

Chaupadi and songs relating to stories from the Ramayana, the 

Mahabharata and the Puranas. Sometimes love and humorous songs in 

local dialect are also recited to amuse the audience. Generally Ghumura 
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dancers recite different types of songs to suit different occasions. The dance 

is performed during festivals like Dasahara, Pousa Purnima and Nuakhai. It 

is also performed during marriage ceremony and other social functions.‖ 

Madal Dance 

The Gonds of the district perform Madal dance. The male and female 

participants dance in circles, in half and full sitting positions. In this dance on 

person acts as singer while others play drums. The male dancers use 

turbans in which feathers of peacock are clipped. They tie ghagrala (a chain 

of bells) on their waist which produces musical sound at the time of dance. 

The Madal dance is usually performed during marriage and festivals. The 

Madal (earthen drum) is the main musical instrument. Besides that, the 

nagara, known as tribiri is also used by one of the dancers. The singer holds 

a piece of long and flat plank called ‗Katua‘ which he moves in a graceful 

manner. This produces some dramatic effect. 

The singer sings songs which relate to love beauty of nature and 

devotion to gods and goddesses. The Gonds are supposed to be 

comparatively more advanced than some other tribal communities. They are 

gradually excluding their womenfolk from the dance.  

Dhangda Dhangdi Dance 

The Dhangda-Dhangdi dance is 

performed by the unmarried grown up boys 

and girls of the district. Mostly the Scheduled 

Castes people participate in this dance. 

Persons belonging to both the sexes sing in 

groups and dance after each stanza of the 

song. While dancing the girls play on 

ramakathi and make graceful movement of 

body, waist and hand. They do not dance while singing. In this dance the 

dancers do not use any special costume. The dance is generally performed 

on the occasion of marriage and other social functions. 

The usual musical accompaniments to Dhangada-Dhangadi dance are 

dhol (a two-sided drum), Chang (one-sided flat drum), Nishan (one-sided 

deep drum) and Mahuri (the Orissan Sahnai). 

The Dhangda-Dhangdi dance practiced by the Scheduled Castes 

people in Kalahandi-Nuapada districts is different from the Dhangda-

Dhangdi dance of the Kandhas of Koraput and Boudh-Khondmals district 

mixture of the Kandha dance and the Dalkhai dance of Sambalpur and 

Balangir districts. 
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Among other popular folk dances in the district mention may be made 

of Dalkhai dance, Chaitra parab dance, Singa Baja Natch and Sua Natch. 

Fairs and Festivals and Ceremonial Practices 

The Hindus of the district observe a number of festivals all the year 

round. These festivals may broadly be divided into two categories, viz, 

domestic festivals observed in each household and public festivals and fairs 

where people congregate in large numbers on some auspicious days. The 

domestic festivals are confined to the worship of family deities, observance 

of ekadashi, various vratas, etc. Public festivals are usually religious 

ceremonies attended by a large number of men, women and children who 

come for worship as well as entertainment. An account of some of the 

important festivals in the district is given below. 

Buel Jatra 

The Gonds are believers of Sakti and deity. They worship the tutelary 

deities of their villages with pomp, gaiety and splendour, associating it to 

different farming seasons. Such a festival is Buel Jatra. Though the Yatra is 

celebrated on Vijaya Dasami, the rituals begin from Mahastami. The village 

Jhankar (Priest), Pota (Pota Majhi) and Makaddam keep  fasting since the 

morning. In the evening all the villagers assemble near the temple of Budha 

Deo, within the premises of Pata Majhi of the village, to join in the procession 

of Khandadhua. This is cleaning weapons of deities in holy water. The 

procession is accompanied by Domb Baja or music played by the people 

belonging the Domb caste. The musical instruments include Drums like 

Dhol, Tasha, Dhap and Nishan, and the rhythm controller Muhuria plays the 

pipe organ. In the procession the Chhatar or Umbrella of Budha Deo, leth, 

pattakhanda, other swords and weapons of the deities of the village are 

taken to the nearby river, Udantee. After washing the weapons in milk, they 

are refurbished to glaze and polished to sharpen like stainless steel. All the 

deties are worshipped with due ritual. It includes making a heap of sand on 

which Pattakhanda, the symbol of all the force of Budha Deo, is placed. New 

fruits are offered and pumpkin gourd is offered as a symbol of goat which is 

sacrificed by those who promote against animal sacrifice. And in this return 

journey every one of the village, irrespective of caste and creed, is free to 

carry back the weapons to the original place, but with the wish of the Priest. 

After reaching the Aasthana, the original place, the women folk welcome the 

procession. The young girls stay on fast to mark the day as Bhaijuntia and 

worship Budha Deo after Akhanda Deep is lit by the priest. Bhaijuntia 

etymologically means holy thread for brother for their well being. Thus runs 

the legend, before the killing of demon Jarasandha Goddess Subhadra was 

on fast on Mahastami for long life and well being of her brothers Balarama 
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and Krishna. This day is observed as Bhaijuntia by sisters of western Odisha 

for the well being and long life of their brothers. On the day of Navami the 

priest carries forward the rituals of worshiping by taking pure vegetarian food 

throughout the day. 

Chhatar Jatra or Dasahara 

Goddess  Ma Samaleswari, Ma Raktambari, Ma Duarsani, Ma 

Bastaren, Ma Perragodian, Ma Kata Jholian, Kanabhainra, Ma Suna Dei, Ma 

Indradei, Budha Deo  are  the principal  deities of Nuapada District. Being 

presiding deities of certain areas of the indigenous people, the deities have 

absolute spiritual control over the collective life of the people, and the rituals 

associated with the deities are participatory and egalitarian.  

Sunadei Yatra  

Sunadei is the supreme deity of Bhunjia community. There is the shrine 

of Sunadei in Sunabeda village, and it is believed that the name Sunabeda 

comes from its supreme deity Sunadei. In a traditional society traditions are 

repeatedly emphasized as being supreme, and community life is privileged 

over the individual life. In this context it can be said that the Chuktia Bhunjias 

are not completely free from the process of change (not to confuse with 

civilization, mainstreaming or development). However the pace of chance is 

too slow and they have been able to preserve their religious beliefs to a 

greater extent. This has been possible due to their relative seclusion from 

the mainstream life. 

The tribal deities are usually divided into three categories, on the basis 

of caste, on the basis of village and on the basis of locality. Accordingly there 

are caste based deities, village deities and presiding deity of the locality. 

Sunadei, the principal deity of the Bhunjia tribe, is village deity of Sunabeda 

village as well as presiding deity of the Sunabeda plateau.‖ There are a few 

myths relating to the origin of Goddess Sunadei. It is believed that being 

insulted by her brother Budharaja (Budha Deo), Sunadei went to Sunabeda 

wearing a white saree. She meditated there for a long time. As a result, she 

became the presiding deity of the plateau. 

Annual festival or Jatra of Sunadei is held in the month of October and 

November every year. Sunadei Jatra is celebrated for long 15 days and a 

lamp is kept burning at the shrine of Sunadei all along during this 

observation. The Chuktia Bhunjias believe that their supreme deity will 

shower their villages with rain and bumper crops, the barren women will be 

blessed with children. On this occasion Bhunjias of all the villages assemble 

at Sunabeda village and on the last day of the festival, large gathering is 

seen at the shrine. During the time of festival, the Bhunjia offer Buck, Duck 
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and Pigeon to Sunadei. Besides this they also offer liquor and coconut to 

Sunadei. Earlier Sunadei was not accepting any blood and therefore 

animal/bird sacrifice was forbidden. But in the process of change the tribal 

people are offering her animal and bird sacrifice. 

Laxmi Puja 

Laxmipuja is basically a Hindu festival observed in all most all the 

Hindu families in the month of Margasira (November-December) particularly 

on Thursday. Especially Hindu families have an early preparation on 

Wednesday. They decorate the surroundings of their houses with Alpana or 

Jhoti. As goddess Laxmi is known for wealth and prosperity, she is 

worshipped with all religious fervour. Hindu women get up quite early in the 

morning and, after taking a bath, recite Laxmi Purana. 

Makarmela 

Makara is observed on 14
th
 of January every year in the district of 

Nuapada. In this district, Makara Sankranti is observed in many temples 

namely, Dadhibamana temple, Khariar, Jagannath Mandir Tukla, and 

Patalganga and many other temples particularly Jagannath temples and 

Shiva temples. Most of the people purchase new utensil, cloth, garments, 

sweets and many other things on the occasion of Makarmela. 

Nuakhai 

Nuakhai is an agrarian festival of Western Odisha. This is basically a 

Duma Puja. Infact, the indigenous community (Adivasi and Dalit) are highly 

obliged to their deity for the reason they have identified the food material in 

the primitive era and made them familiar as consumable materials. Since the 

deities were human beings in past, in obligation they need to be offered the 

first food material. Therefore, whatever crop is being produced either in the 

field or in the forest has to be offered first to the deity and thereafter the 

community use to consume. There is paddy, mango, chanr, pumpkin etc. as 

Nuakhai. Since rice is a staple food therefore usually the paddy has become 

popular as Nuakhai.
64

 

It is a harvesting festival, and constitutes the cultural marker of the 

collective identity of the region. It is the most important festivity of the area, 

and the celebration thereof cuts across castes and religions. People observe 

Nuakhai in the beginning of harvesting season. After the hard work during 

agriculture season farmer await their new crops. They follow the tradition of 

offering the first rice of the season in honour of the presiding deity of the 

locality.  Much before this day   begins the preparation.  People do up their 
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houses, wash walls with red earth and draw patterns in white on walls and 

floor. In fact, with the changing time and due to the process of 

modernization, houses are being colours-washed. However, in villages the 

time-tested traditions still persist. On the day of Nuakhai people procure the 

first crop from the field and make fattened rice which is first offered to the 

deity. Thereafter, all the clan members take it together as Prasad 

(consecrated food). It is followed by visiting all houses of the villages and 

paying respect to the elders.  This day is also marked as a day of great 

culinary activities, and women folk engage themselves in preparing various 

food items in great quantity for the family members as well as for friends and 

relatives. In the evening the villagers assemble for some cultural 

programme. Even in town like Khariar cultural societies come together to 

organize trans-communities celebration of Nuakhai. The next day people 

prefer to have non-vegetarian food. On the whole, this festival makes the 

village united. It is the live tradition of acknowledging the contribution made 

by the Earth Goddess and simultaneously praying for a bumper crops. Since 

the people‘s labour is involved and the harvest decides their fate, they pray 

for and expect better crops. Nuakhai becomes a potent cultural mark of 

identity, unity and collective societal ethos of the societies. That is the 

reason, despite the process of rapid acculturation and sweeping 

urbanization, these festivals are observed with maximum accuracy. Nuakhai, 

in Western Odishan villages, orchestrates extraordinary inter-social 

coherence that guarantees social order rooted in a conclusivistic world 

views. Hence we see a deep sense of friendliness and intimacy in the 

community, and it becomes an occasion for the people to forget their 

rivalries and get united. 

Pousa Purnima 

Pousa Purnima or popularly known as Pushpuni in the local language is 

observed throughout the district. In rural areas of Nuapada district young 

people of villages observe this day as Chherchhera by obstructing 

movement of passers-by, who give some money to the youths for merry-

making. It is looked upon by people as something of fun. This day is taken 

as starting day of contractual agreement between Mahajan and Halia 

(landlord and farm servant) in Nuapada district. The wage of Halia is fixed on 

this particular day. In the very next day Puspuni Basi is observed throughout 

the district, and rural folk drink liquor, relish non-vegetarian food items and 

Puspuni mada (local cake) 
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Ramnabami 

Ramnabami in observed on the 9
th
 day of waxing meals in the month of 

Chaitra ( March & April) to celebrate the birth day of  Lord Rama the hero of 

the great Ramayana. It is observed on a grand scale in Khariar and Khariar-

Road of the District. Eminent saints are invited to speak on the Ramayana.  

Rathayatra/jatra 

The car festival of Lord Jagannath is known as Ratha Jatra. Ratha 

Jatra is held on the 2
nd

 day of bright fortnight in the month of Asadha (June-

July). On this particular day Lord Jagannatha, Devi Subhadra and Lord 

Bhalabhadra set out on a tour to their Mousi‘s temple by three separate 

Ratha (Car). In this district it is observed in almost all Jagannath temples.  

The oldest car festival recorded is that of Dadhibaban Temple in Khariar.  

Shivaratri 

Shivaratri is observed in almost all Shiva temples of the Nuapada 

district on the 14
th
 day of dark fortnight in the month of Falguna (February-

March). The devotees remain awake throughout the night and stay on a fast 

on the particular day and worship Lord Shiva. Shivaratri in observed in  

Patalganga, Kosaleswar temple, Khariar, Budhikomna Shiva temple, 

Dharamsagar Shiva Temple , Pathora Shiva temple and almost  all Shiva 

temples  found in the district. 

Migration, Displacement and Rehabilitation 

Migration 

Recurring drought manifested in a cycle of almost alternate year 

diminished the opportunity of the labour employment in the agriculture sector 

forcing people to migrate in large number. As per the study conducted by 

district administration in the year 2008 the total migration was more than 

30,000. Of the total sample population canvassed for the district, 55.27 per 

cent are migrating to many of the destinations of which the two most 

prominent ones are Andhra Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. The male and 

female migrants comprise about 60 per cent and 51 per cent of the total 

male and female population respectively. Nuapada block has the highest 

migrant percentage among both males and females and consequently the 

highest percentage of total migrants. The percentage of male and female 

migrants over male and female population is least in the cases of Khariar 

and Boden respectively. Caste wise the highest migrant percentage is in the 

case of Scheduled Tribes followed by Scheduled Castes and Other 

Backward Castes.  
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Source: Study on migration in Nuapada District by Dr. Damodar Tripathy on behalf of District Administration, Nuapada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, the variation in percentage of migrants to total population 

among the above social groups is only around 5 per cent. The difference 

between male and female migrants is quite significant in the case of OBCs 

and relatively less among Scheduled Castes. The livelihood groups refer to 

the main occupation of the migrants when they are at their native place. In 

some cases after returning from the destination place and when migration in 

a household has been going on for many years the primary occupations are 

not practiced or have been delegated to other household members. It is 

interesting to note that regular earners have the highest percentage of 

migrants across all livelihood groups as a total and even separately as 

female migrants to total females and male migrant to total males. As is 

shown in the income scenario later this livelihood group has the highest per 

capita monthly income at the native place and the second highest at the 

destination. 
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In terms of composition of the migrating population migrating infants 

comprise the highest percentage in Nuapada and lowest in Khariar. These 

infants add to the responsibility of parents at the destination site. It is to be 

noted that this age group does not participate in any sort of labour at the 

destination place. Children migrating as labour comprise the highest 

percentage in Sinapali and are between 10 to 12½ percent in the other 

blocks. Females and males comprised more of the lower thirties and middle 

to upper forties in terms of percentage of migrant population composition. 

Even the Labour Officer confirmed that the trend of migration is now 

increasing. Many people migrate with their family including children.  

(Source:  Study on Migration in Nuapada District, Dr. Damodar Tripathy on behalf Dist Admin.) 

 
The recruitment and Transportation of Migrant Labour 

The socially and economically vulnerable 

sections of the villages are forced into the vicious 

cycle of migration. Around Nuakhai, the local 

harvest festival, the agents advance a few 

thousand rupees (Rs.6,000-12000) to the family, 

with which they fulfil their pressing needs. By 

October they leave for the kilns, in a situation of 

semi bondage. 

 Brick kiln migration is largely an illegal 

operation with no labour registration, no forwarding 

address, no  contract letter stating duration of work, 

daily wages, etc. the  Inter State Migration Act is 

rather an ineffective document. 

The hub of local activity is Kantabanji, a small 

town in Bolangir district. It is from here that the 

coordination takes place between the agents, the 

sardars and the kiln owners in Hyderabad on the 

one hand and the sub agents who recruit people from the villages on the 

other. 

People recruited in the villages are collected at the Kantabanji railway 

station over for 2-3 days. During the period they just stay on the platforms. 

Then the assigning to the work areas starts. No heed is paid to the village or 

community links of the migrants. Like logs of wood people are bundled into 

groups and shoved into trains. A dozen families migrating from a village may 

end up in 12 different places, with no contact or even knowledge of the 

whereabouts of each other. The kind of insecurity and isolation that it must 

be creating can only be imagined. Back in the villages no one has any idea 
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where these people have been shipped.  It looks to be by callous default, but 

it may well be by design, to prevent any possibilities of people joining 

together and making demands. This scattering of people also makes very 

difficult any development related interventions at the work sites. 

The transportation of migrant labourers from their villages to the brick 

kilns is itself a story of extreme violation of the basic rights as well as the 

law. It happens ―under cover‖ with a long chain of bribes provided to various 

departments specially police and railways. The migrants are mercilessly 

packed into the trains at 4-5 times their capacity. They travel for 36 hours 

with no water, food and toilet. One third of these are children. Suffocation 

deaths have often been reported. The compulsion to transport two lakh 

people to the kilns within 2-3 weeks makes this happen. All persons are valid 

ticket holders. But railways provide no extra coaches or facilities. 

Working and Living conditions at the brick kilns 

At the brick-kilns the migrants are a highly exploited lot with most of 

their rights denied. Low wages, long working hours, inadequate health, and 

education and safety facilities are just some of the deprivations. Beatings 

and sexual abuses of women are very common but there is no access to the 

law and order machinery, largely because of the huge nexus that exists 

between kiln owners and local power brokers. 

Typically a migrant 

will be paid half the wages 

at the work site, the other 

half going towards setting 

the advance. It is not 

uncommon for them to be 

paid less than what was 

promised by the agent. 

The rates for 1000 bricks vary between Rs.60-100 for large bricks, and 

Rs.100-135 for small. There are less skilled jobs like mixing mud for which 

wages are as low as Rs.30 for 1000 bricks. Those who are ‗loyal‘, stronger 

and have been migrating for longer are paid higher. But the majority works at 

extremely exploitative rates. A family‘s weekly earnings are apparently 

‗pegged‘ below the level of the train fare so that they don‘t run away. Most 

migrants return home with hardly any earning. The brick which costs 8 paisa 

to produce is sold for Rs.3/- in the market. 

The living conditions at the kilns are appalling with tiny and low polythene 

covered shakes. The food available to them is the broken rice ―Kanki‖, 

normally used as chicken feed, and this is bought by them at about three 

times its price. Their day starts early in the morning and may continue up till 
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12 midnight. Some kilns now have night lighting to leverage 24 hours of 

work. Even when sick, the migrants are forced to work. Many migrant 

families said people are given some injections during fever so that   they 

continue work. If a person is unable to work due to injury or illness, his/her 

payment comes to a halt and he/she is literally abandoned. At such times 

other co workers may feed them till such time as they are able to leave. 

People have died, gone missing and been disabled due to grievous injuries, 

with no possibility of legal action.
65

 

The plight of the children 

Children suffer the grossest violations. 

The child in the unit is paid only a one time 

amount of Rs.1000-2000. He / she 

apparently gets no wages at the work site. 

The agents dictate the terms saying a unit is 

not complete without a child because certain 

jobs can be performed only by small hands 

and height. The real reason is obviously accessing labour at its absolute 

cheapest. 

Children go on the horrendously long train journey clutched on their 

parents‘ shoulders, or tucked under their arms, barely fed. At the kilns 

although formally a child may start working at 10 yrs (as part of unit) but 

having no alternative safe place to stay, they remain at the work sites with 

their parents, and  from 6-7 years onwards slowly get drawn into work piling 

mud. Flipping bricks for drying, and worst of carrying head loads. Small 

children are seen carrying 12-16 brick head loads.  As the agent we met said 

they start working according to the strength. They are also constantly 

exposed to all kinds of hazards including the furnace and physical and 

sexual abuse. All round education levels are extremely low in Nuapada 

district, because of an inadequate government schooling system. Children of 

migrant labour are even worse off because they have to drop out of schools 

every year for some months, which eventually leads to their complete drop 

out. This is how their futures are sealed, and the way is paved for the next 

generation of migrant labourers and the continuance of this vicious circle.      

Denial of State welfare and Citizenship rights 

In this process of migration not only are families uprooted from their 

homes, but they also end up thoroughly disenfranchised. They lose the 

benefits of state welfare. They forego their PDS facilities in the villages, and 
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are forced to buy at disproportionately high prices, the broken rice (chicken 

feed) instead. They cannot avail of the public health system and their 

children go without schooling. Immunization drives take place during the 

migration season, leaving them out. A  large proportion of migrant labour do 

not  have their entitlement papers like caste certificates, election cards, BPL 

cards, old age pension cards and so on. So much so that they cannot even 

exercise their voting right because election mostly happens during migration 

time. 

There is no proper insurance cover for the migrants. Although some 

sort of insurance is apparently provided to the adults. It is not clear what sort 

of insurance it is whether for life or accident or what. The insurance papers 

remain with the kiln owners and no claims seem to come through although 

there are frequent cases of grievous injuries, and even loss of life. In such 

cases the family of the victim may be just paid a few hundred rupees by the 

kiln owners and asked to leave. There is no children insurance. 

Although Orissa has an Interstate Migration Workman Act of 1979. It is 

ill equipped to deal with many of the above issues, and need to be 

thoroughly reworked.
66
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CHAPTER- IV 

AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 

Introduction 

The economy of the district is mostly dependent on agriculture, which 

employs more than 84 per cent of its labour force.
67

 This is not because 

agriculture is well developed in the district, but due to the fact that 

opportunities for gainful work outside agriculture are extremely limited. 

Irrigation facilities in the district are not developed. Although normal rainfall is 

1286.40 mm, it is erratic in nature. Average rainfall has come down to 1027 

mm and uneven distribution has been the cause of crop failure for several 

years in the past. The total net sown area of the district was 2,61,830 

hectares during 2014-15, out of which 49,487 hectares were irrigated in the 

Khariff season and 19,809 hectares in the Rabi season. The rest had to 

depend upon rainfall. 

The plains of the district are inhabited by some big progressive farmers 

who have introduced mechanization in farming. In hilly areas, inhabited by 

tribal people, agriculture practices are primitive in nature.  Manure is scarcely 

used and there is hardly any artificial irrigation. Out of 98750 farm families 

(Agriculture census 2010-11) 66,474 are Marginal farmers, 21,834 are Small 

Farmers and 10442 are big farmers. 

Land Utilisation 

The major resources of the district are the vast arable lands which are 

suitable for agriculture. The district has two distinct physiographical regions-

(i) the plains and (ii) the hill tracts. The plains are found throughout the 

district. It is about 70 per cent of the total district area and is intersected here 

and there by hill ranges, isolated peaks and running streams. Hills in the 

district rise precipitously from the plains and are covered with dense forests, 

wantonly cleared at places for cultivation.  

The table below gives a picture of land utilization in the district (2014-15) 

Land Utilisation Pattern 

Sl. No. Category Land in Hectares 
1 Total cropped area 2,61,830 
2 Net area sown 1,88,930 
3 Fallow 17,338 
4 Forest 30,807 

5 Other uncultivated land including groves and 
pastures           

2,4007 

6 Cultivable waste   13,309 
7 Area not available for cultivation 14,313 
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Soil 

No proper soil survey has been undertaken in Nuapada. The district has 

mainly three types of soil namely red laterite, black Soil and sandy loam. The 

red laterite soil is found all over the district. It is deficient in phosphorous and 

nitrogen .Black soil   is found mostly in Nuapada, Komna, Boden and Khariar 

Tahasils. It is rich in potassium and magnesium, but poor in nitrogen and 

phosphorus. It is best suited for the cultivation of paddy, cotton, chilies, Maize 

and Rabi crops like pulses and wheat. Sandy loam is found in Nuapada and 

Sinapali Tahasils which are suitable for the cultivation of oil-seeds and root 

crops. The river banks of the river Udanti and Jonk have alluvial sandy and 

sandy loam soils. In the river bank of Udanti sowing groundnut is a common 

practice of the farmers in winters. The best cultivable soils are found in the 

plains of Nawapara, Komna, Khariar and Sinapali Tahasil. 

Land 

The Cultivated lands of the district are classified as Bahal, Berna, Mal, 

and Att. Bahal and Berna lands are low lying areas and are most fertile, and 

give better yield than the other two types of lands. These lands are used 

mostly for the cultivation of paddy. Mal is the embanked lands and slopes 

which are terraced to catch the surface drainage coming down from uplands. 

Generally, the uplands of the area entirely depending on rain water are called 

Att. Mal and Att lands, which are considered as second and third class lands 

respectively, are more suitable for crops and are less dependent on moisture.  

Crops 

Food grains constitute the predominant crop of the district which 

covered 72 per cent of the gross cropped area of 261830 hectares in 2014-

15. Paddy is the principal crop which alone accounted for 32 per cent of the 

gross cropped area in 2014-15. Other cereals and millets normally grown in 

the district include Wheat, Maize, Jower, Bajra, Minor Millets, etc. Pulses like 

Arhar, Mung, Biri, kulthi, Field Pea, etc. are also extensively grown which 

accounted for 28 per cent, whereas oil-seeds form the main commercials 

crop covered 7 per cent of the gross cropped area. Other cash crop like 

sweet potato, onion, garlic, chilies, vegetables, tobacco and mesta are 

grown moderately due to lack of irrigation facilities. Paddy, Ragi, Maize, 

Jawar, Mesta, Vegetables, Chilies, Groundnut, etc. are mostly grown in the 

Khariff season. Crops usually grown in the Rabi season are wheat, winter 

paddy, oil seeds, Potato, tobacco, Onion, Garlic, Coriander and some 

varieties of pulses. The area, production and productivity of various crops in 

the district are as follows: 
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Area and Production of Different Crops for the Year -1994-95 & 2014-15 
 

Sl.                   
No. 

Name of the crop Kharif-1994 Kharif-2014 

Area Production Area 
(in ha.) 

Production 
(in MT) (in ha.) (in MT) 

1 Paddy 85930 146544 82000 284622 

2 Maize 2084 3050 7579 26905 

3 Jower 853 393 494 301 

4 Ragi 10100 4343 2778 1917 

5 Bajra 43 21 108 73 

6 Small millets 5688 2275 2967 1632 

 Total cereals 104698 156625 95926 302566 

7 Arhar 8425 4044 2757 3308 

8 Mung 13937 5017 26773 13119 

9 Biri 12295 4918 28419 13641 

10 Other Pulses 5790 2576 3412 1467 

 Total Pulses 40447 16555 61361 31535 

11 Groundnut 9320 13793 10245 15572 

12 Sesamum 9299 1581 8071 3148 

13 Caster 829 257 1165 666 

 Total oil-seed 19448 15864 19481 19386 

14 S.potato 782 3370 926 8519 

15 Other Vegetables 7846 53980 3522 41207 

 Total Vegetables 8628 57350 4448 49727 

16 Mesta 1165 518 550 275 

17 Sunhemp 451 139 324 157 

18 Cotton 30 16 5573 6966 

 Total Fibres 1646 667 6447 7398 

19 Chilli 1034 739 742 6307 

20 Turmeric 94 405 290 1073 

21 Ginger 34 85 235 752 

 Total Spices 1162 1229 1267 8132 

22 Sugarcane 587 0 70 882 

 Grand  Total 176616  189000  

Paddy 

Paddy is the most important crop and is extensively grown in the 

district. During 1993-94 it covered an area of 98,301 hectares and 91,205 

tonnes of rice were produced. The average yield is 13.23 quintals (in terms 

of paddy) per hectare. Now, the average yield of hign yielding paddy is 34.47 

Qtl. Per Ha.. As a result of this the paddy procurement during the year 2014-

15 has reached to 1,07,707 MTs. The increasing production is due to 

implementation of the schemes like BGREI, NFSM (Rice), SRI, Line 

Transplanting use of high yielding varieties of seed, chemical fertilizers, 

weedicide, Znso4, mechanized farming, adoption of pest surveillance work 

and use of need based pesticides. 

The Nuapada and Komna blocks are agriculturally most prosperous 

and considered as the granary of the district. These are the chief rice 

growing areas and are inhabited by a number of progressive farmers. 

Although high yielding varieties of improved paddy have been introduced in 
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the district, their scope is now limited due to lack of assured irrigation 

facilities. It is gaining popularity with the tribal farmers of the district who 

were cultivating only traditional crops of local varieties. During 2014 high-

yielding varieties were grown in only 82,000 hectares in Khariff season and 

in 5,863 hectares as summer rice. 

Dubraj, Jhilli, Puagi, Baidalhunda, Mahipal, Kusuma, Kali Khuji, 

Assamchuri, etc. are the popular local varieties of paddy grown in the 

district. Parijata, Khandagiri, Sahabhagi, Lalat, MTU-1010, Naveen, MTU-

1001, MTU-7029, Pooja, Ranidhan, Swarna sub-1, etc. are the high-yielding 

varieties of paddy gradually gaining popularity in the district. 

Wheat 

As stated earlier, wheat was not in cultivation in this district. During the 

beginning of the present century it was grown only in some high lands where 

rice and wheat were cultivated alternately. Crops of wheat were raised by 

means of natural irrigation.  

Introduction of high-yielding varieties of wheat have completely 

replaced the common varieties cultivated earlier in the district. During 1993-

94 normal wheat was cultivated in 146 hectares. Now, the average yield of 

wheat   is 7.65 Qtl/Ha. for an area on 160 hectares. The wheat cultivating 

area in the district is gradually decreasing due to shorter winter period. 

Other Cereals  

Among other cereals grown in the district important are Ragi, Maize 

and Jower. Ragi is cultivated fairly extensively during Khariff season and the 

area covered in the Rabi season is negligible. During 1993-94, an area of 

1,303 hectares was put under this crop. The total production was 645 tonnes 

with a yield rate of 4.96 quintals per hectare. Now, the average yield of Ragi 

is 6.90 Qtl/hectare over an area on 2,778 hectares. But the sown area of 

above cereals is decreasing due to crop diversification in upland. 

Maize 

Maize was cultivated over an area of 550 hectares in 1993-94, 

production was 315 tonnes and the yield was 5.74 quintals per hectare. The 

introduction of composite maize varieties, viz, Vikram, Vijaya, Jawhar, 

Protina, etc. have helped the cultivators in getting a higher yield by using 

their own seed stock. Now, an area of 7579 hectares was put under hybrid 

maize due to diversification cropping programme during 2014-15, and the 

average yield recorded was Q.14 per acre and Maximum yield recorded was 

24.20 per acre. Maize is also being grown in Rabi season. The total maize 

produced during 2014-15 was 26,905 tonnes. Major maize growing areas 
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are Nuapada, Komna and Sinapali Blocks. Hybrid Maize was introduced in 

the district during the year -2010-11 and the tax collected by the Secretary, 

Khariar Road was Rs.1,83724/-, RS. 3,85,682/- and Rs. 160784/- during 

2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 respectively. There is huge potentiality for 

growing Hybrid Maize in the district due to favourable soil and climatic 

condition. The crop in the district will be a sustainable one if the marketing 

infrastructure will be developed. 

Pulse 

NFSM (Pulse) was launched in 2007. Among pulses, Black Gram (Biri), 

Green Mung, Arhar, Lentil, Gram, Cowpea, Kulthi, Field Pea, etc. are grown 

in the district. The total area under pulses cultivation was 10,671 hectares in 

1993-94, production was to the tune of 23,195 tonnes with an yield rate of 

2.11 quintals per hectare. Among the pulses Biri was the most important 

crop which covered 2815 hectares followed by Mung which covered 1,885 

hectares in 1993-94. Pulses grown area increased to 61,361 hectares in 

2014-15 and production was to the tune of 31,535 tones with an yield rate of 

5.13 Qtl./hectare. 

Biri and Mung seed are sown in July-August. The soil is favourable for 

growing pulses throughout the district during Khariff season. During pre-Rabi 

and Rabi, major pulses Mung and Chickpea are grown in Komna, Boden, 

Khariar and Sinapali Block. The farmers grow pulses by utilizing residual soil 

moisture after harvest of paddy. Due to lunching of above schemes farmers 

are getting inputs and other material to the tune of Rs. 7,500/- per ha.  

Arhar is cultivated in uplands, hill slopes and on fields. In uplands it is 

also sown as a mixed crop with early paddy. In RKVY scheme  the Arhar 

varieties like ICPL-88039, ICPL158, ICPL-8863 (Maruti), ICPL-87119( Asha) 

have become popular through ICRISAT Project  and the yield has also  gone 

up to 10 qt. per ha.  

Oil Seed 

The Major oil-seed crops are groundnut, sunflower, til, mustard, 

linseed, and caster. Groundnut is grown in Khariff, pre-Rabi and Rabi 

whereas the sunflower and mustard are grown in Rabi season. 

Fibres 

Cotton, Mesta and sun-hemp come under fibres crop. Cotton was first 

introduced in the village Khirmal under Boden Block in 1992. The Cotton 

variety was MCU-5, and in subsequent years varieties such as Shaktinath, 

Shivnath, and Savitha became popular in the block. The soil of the block is 

favourable for growing of cotton. The average yield of cotton was 4 quintals 
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per acre. Now the average yield of seed cotton is 6 quintals per acre and 

maximum yield recorded is 12 quintals per acre. The crop is drought 

resistant and the tape root system goes above 1 meter depth into the soil. 

The cotton crop was grown in 2050 hectares during 2009. Now, the area has 

gone up to 5537 hectares. The Secretary, RMC, Khariar has collected 

market fees of Rs.1040069/- (full cost of seed cotton is Rs.10,04,00,690/-) 

during 2014-15 compared to Rs.2,42,573/- in 2010-11. The black Cotton 

soil, Red and sandy loom soil are favourable for growing cotton in the district 

.As more than 100000 lakhs hectares  area is coming under upland there is  

vast scope   for popularizing Hybrid Cotton in the District. The varieties like 

Tulsi and Bunny are the most popular varieties in the district. If spinning and 

pressing units including the infrastructures like cotton godown, arket yard are 

constructed then Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) will definitely procure 

cotton from the farmers of Nuapada district.   

 Agriculture Seed Farm, Khariar 

Nuapada district has one Government Agriculture Seed Farm at 

Khariar. The total area of the farm is 49.58 acres, out of which paddy seed 

production programme has been taken up in 25 acres and 7.5 acres for 

Dhanicha. The average yield is 33.4 per hectare during 2014-15. The bidder 

seeds produced in the farm is processed in own farm and seeds are 

supplied to the OSSC. 

Improvement of Agriculture and State Assistance 

The district enjoys a short monsoon period with erratic precipitation 

both in intensity and its distribution. The farmers of this district are used to 

mono-crop system of cropping usually with long duration local paddy. Most 

of the farming communities of this district are small and marginal farmers. 

Their socio-economic condition being very poor they need ample assistance 

to follow improved agricultural practices. Generally, the yield rate of different 

crops in the district is low due to poor soil conditions, lack of assured 

irrigation and ignorance of the majority of the cultivators to switch over to 

scientific method of farming. Yield rates also vary widely within the district 

depending on the above factors. But the most important factor adversely 

affecting the yield rates is the small extent of irrigation facility available in the 

district (26.18 per cent of the net cropped area) which restricts the 

introduction and efficacy of improved agricultural inputs like high-yielding 

seeds and fertilizers. 

Government have implemented special projects like BGREI, NFSM 

(Rice & Pulse), RKVY, ATMA State Plan, BKKY in the district to help the 

small and marginal farmers in the district to move away from their 

subsistence farming and achieve a better socio-economic standard. Use of 
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tractors and pumps are increasing. Other plant protection implements such 

as sprayers and dusters are being used by the farmers for applying 

insecticides. The traditional wooden plough has been replaced by iron 

plough in many places. Improved agricultural implements like mould bold 

plough, seed drill, garden rake, trench hoe, sprayers, paddy reaper , paddy 

thresher, paddy transplanter, rotavator  etc. are being supplied at subsidized 

rates to the  farmers of the district. Demonstrations in the cultivator‘s fields 

are being conducted by the Agriculture Department to convince them about 

the modern farming methods. The local cultivators are accustomed to 

growing long duration paddy varieties for good harvest under favourable 

weather conditions. But due to uncertainty of monsoon they sustain heavy 

loss to the extent of total crop failure. So it has become necessary to 

introduce and popularize short-duration, drought resistant and high-yielding 

varieties of different crops. With the success of crop demonstrations the 

farmers are gradually giving up the primitive method of cultivation and doing 

two crops with residual moisture in rain-fed areas and three crops in irrigated 

areas. Farmers training camps are also being organized to acquaint them 

with all the aspects of scientific agriculture. 

In order to help the cultivators to take to improved agricultural practices, 

cash loans under Agriculturists Loan Act and Land Improvement Loan Act 

are regularly given to deserving tenants. The Agriculturists Loan Act was 

intended to help the farmers in purchasing seeds or cattle or for any other 

purpose connected with agriculture. Later, this loan was also advanced for 

rebuilding of the cultivators house damaged or destroyed by flood. Land 

improvement loan is advanced for any work which adds to the letting value 

of land. The land improvement work includes construction of wells, tanks 

and farm-pond for storage of water, preparation of land for irrigation, 

reclamation of land for agricultural purpose, etc. 

Agricultural Implements 

Agriculture in the district is not mechanized. The age-old wooden 

plough, leveller, spade, sickle and several other implements to suit to the 

local conditions of soil and crop are in use. The country plough is the most 

commonly used implement. In areas where shifting cultivation is done the 

land is usually prepared with the help of spades and other primitive 

implements. 

The plains of the district are inhabited by a number of big and 

progressive farmers who have introduced mechanization in farming. Most of 

these cultivators possess tractors. The use of pump sets is also gaining 

popularity. 
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The district has agriculture mechanisation unit of the State 

Government. There were 550 tractors sanctioned under the scheme from 

the year 2008-09 to 2014-15. The unit also demonstrates the use of various 

improved agricultural implements in different places to popularize their use 

amongst the cultivators. The agriculture implements are also sold to the 

farmers. 

Servicing facilities for agricultural implements are inadequate and are 

almost absent in rural areas. The private dealers dealing in different types of 

pump sets have their own servicing units. There is a substantial increase in 

agricultural implements in use in the district from 2007 to 2014. Number of 

tractor has gone up from 12 to 550, power tiller from 60 to 431 and AF 

thresher has increased from 5 to 121.  

Rotation of Crops 

Paddy, ragi, maize, jowar, jute, mesta, vegetables, chilli, groundnut etc. 

are mostly grown in the Khariff season. Crops usually grown in the Rabi 

season are wheat, winter paddy, oil seeds, potato, tobacco, onion, garlic, 

coriander and some varieties of pulses. Generally only one crop is now 

being grown in the Khariff season. There is hardly any second crop. Area 

under multiple cropping is also limited. In the irrigated areas, paddy is 

followed by a second crop usually of pulses or oil seeds. In other areas, 

paddy is the sole crop of the year. Absence of assured water-supply has 

considerable impact on the district. In the un-irrigated areas, crop pattern is 

hardly diversified and a second crop is seldom grown. Yet another method of 

increasing agricultural production is to introduce rational cropping patterns 

which are best suited to the local conditions. Such patterns have been 

developed for the district by the State Agriculture Department and during the 

past few years demonstrations have been conducted in cultivators‘ fields 

under various schemes. Such demonstrations have a good impact on the 

cultivators and create initiative cultivation. Gradually the farmers are 

adopting double cropping, multiple cropping, mixed cropping, inter cropping 

and relay cropping practices. These diversified and rotational methods of 

improved cultivation with high-yielding seeds have helped the cultivators to 

bear the loss from failure of a particular crop. 

Seeds 

Traditionally the cultivators take care for the production of quality seeds 

and seedlings. After harvesting the crop is dried thoroughly and then 

thrashed. It is further dried in the sun for a few days and then stored. Leaves 

of some indigenous plants and ash are mixed with the seeds as a precaution 

against pest attack. During recent years increased attention is being given to 

the quality of seeds and seedlings for better production and to maintain the 
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quality of the high-yielding varieties. The nucleus seeds are generally 

supplied by the Agriculture department and also by the Seed Corporation of 

India. Previously the tribal farmers did not pay much attention to the quality 

of seeds. However, of late, the use of improved seeds, especially of ragi and 

paddy are gaining popularity among them. 

Quantity of seeds supplied to the cultivators by the Agriculture 

Department in 2014-15 is given below: 

Seed Supply Status 
Sl.  No. Category of Seeds Quantity supplied (in Quintal) 

1 Paddy (High Yielding) 19276.20 

2 Groundnut 552.00 

3 Arhar 38.00 

4 Mung 108.68 

5 Biri 126.80 

6 Dhanicha 13.20 

 

Manure and Fertiliser 

Cow-dung still remains the principal manure. The farmers dump cow-

dung, refuses of the cattle-shed and other left-over from the crop which form 

the farmyard manure. Oil-cake and silt of old tanks are also applied in the 

fields. With the efforts of the Agriculture Department the local cultivators are 

gradually adopting compost as a substitute for farmyard manure by 

producing compost through HDPE Vermi Bed. 

Generally nitrogenous, phosphate and potassic fertilizers are used. 

Consumption of chemical fertilizers in the district during last 5 years is given 

below: 

Fertilizer Supply Status 

 
Sl                 

No 

Year Kharif Rabi 

Nitrogen Phosphorous Potash  Total  Kg/ha. Nitrogen Phosphorous Potash  Total  Kg/ha. 

1 2010-11 6093.000 3024.000 807.000 9924.00 50.49 671.98 143.75 11.10 826.83 15.18 

2 2011-12 4957.390 1357.620 423.490 6739.50 34.86 1053.28 521.23 291.35 1865.86 27.73 

3 2012-13 5057.829 1888.513 2741.312 9687.65 51.29 736.76 640.42 229.425 1606.60 25.49 

4 2013-14 5660.584 2538.138 1029.666 9228.39 48.80 1141.39 1120.07 616.853 2878.31 39.44 

5 2014-15 5741.331 3129.066 669.620 9540.02 51.47 1155.88 228.54 111.74 1496.17 20.50 

Plant protection 

There are a number of diseases and pests that cause considerable 

damage to crops. To add to this, damage is also caused by wild bug, case 

worm, rice hispa, jessids, blast, blight etc. Pyrilla purpusila is the common 

pest found in the sugarcane and it is also affected by stem borer and top 

shoot borer. Potato is affected by early and late blight. Besides, 

grasshoppers, caterpillars, fungi and virus cause a lot of damage to different 
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crops. In 1977 due to severe attack of pests like swarming caterpillars, hairy 

caterpillars and cut worms in some parts of the district in epidemic form there 

was severe loss to major crops like paddy. After creation of the Nuapada 

District, first time swarming caterpillars infestation in broadcasting paddy was 

observed  in 2015 Khariff in the GPs like Beltukuri, Bhaleswar, Bisora, 

Parkod, Kuliabandha Gram Panchayats and caused great loss to the 

farming community. The farmers had re-sown their paddy plot .The 

Agriculture Department had taken all-out efforts to check the spreading of 

the pest to rest part of the block. Mass spraying was conducted and 

pesticides were distributed free of cost. The emergence of the above pest 

was due to change in climate.  

Use of modern insecticides and fungicides were unknown to the 

cultivators in the past. A number of superstitious practices were followed by 

the people to ward off the pest and crop diseases. Leaves, barks and ash of 

some indigenous plants with very bitter taste and smell are still used to 

prevent pests while storing grains. 

With wide propaganda and also demonstrations the Agriculture 

department has been able to impress upon the cultivators the efficacy of the 

modern techniques of agricultural practices. Gradually the people are 

adopting scientific methods to control pests and crop diseases. Sufficient 

stocks of pesticides and plant protection equipments are being maintained at 

district headquarters and Community Development Blocks to ensure timely 

supply to the farmers. Some farmers also have their own sprayers and 

dusters. There is provision of 50 per cent subsidy to supply sprayers to the 

farmers through the Agro-Industries Corporation, a State Government 

undertaking. 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, (KVK), Nuapada was established in May 2005 

with an objective to increase production and productivity through transfer of 

technologies in farmers‘ field. After establishment KVK started its operation 

on adoptive village concept .Initially 5 villages were adopted with subsequent 

change after three years. PRA was conducted to find out the problems in 

different agro enterprises and solutions were made through conducting 

Training, FLDs & OFTs. Training was imparted to farmers and farm women 

for mass dissemination of technologies. Training for rural youth was 

conducted to create avenues for alternative source of income.  Front Line 

demonstrations were conducted for large scale application of technologies & 

on farm trials of newly developed proven technologies for assessment in 

farmers‘ field. About 2000 farmers and farm women are trained every year in 
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different sectors such as Plant Protection, Horticulture, Home Science, and 

Fishery Science in co-ordination with ATMA, NGOs and all line departments. 

Horticulture 

Fruits 

The climate and topography of some areas of the district viz Komna, 

Khariar, Sinapali, Nuapada and Boden are excellently suitable for 

Horticulture. Of the fruits, Mango is grown on larger scale with good 

commercial varieties like Amrapalli, Mallika, Dusheri, Bainganpalli, etc. 

followed by citrus, Banana, Papaya, in smaller scale. Other fruits like 

jackfruit, Guava, Cashew-nut, Pineapple, Pomegranate, Custard apple are 

found on limited scale spread over all the blocks. The area under fruits 

constitutes about 5 per cent of cultivated area. There is excellent opportunity 

to increase the fruit area especially Mango, Banana, Pomegranate, Guava 

and other fruits to 13000 hectares (7 per cent of cultivated area) in the next 

5-year period. During 2014-15 total area under fruit was 9701 hectares out 

of which fruit bearing area was 6422 hectares and production was 48798 

MT. The district has come a long way from the pre-independence period 

when mango orchards were found being patronized by the Gaontias and the 

ex Zamindars and they still retain some old orchards. But those were of 

nondescript varieties and erratic fruiting habits and deteriorated due to zero 

maintenance and overage. Now, due to continuous departmental 

intervention, good commercial grafted mango varieties have replaced the 

indigenous varieties. The availability of mango fruits continues its flow in the 

locality till June end or July first week.  

Status of Fruits Area during 2014-15 in Nuapada District 

Name of the 

Crop 

Area  

in Ha. 

Fruit 

bearing 

area in Ha. 

Productivity 

MT/ Ha. 

Productio

n in MT 

Aonla 147 27 2.02 54.54 

Banana 507 366 20.89 7646 

Citrus  560 486 9.97 4845 

Guava 692 675 6.68 4509 

Litchi 28 27 4.25 115 

Mango 5882 3542 5.07 17958 

Papaya 71 62 22.89 1419 

Pineapple 10 7 10.33 72 

Pomegranate 6 5 4.39 22 

Sapota  10 9 5.08 46 

Other fruits  1788 1216 9.96 12111 

Total  9701 6422  48798 

Government has introduced various development programmes to 

provide impetus to the people to grow fruit crops through schemes like 
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National Horticulture Mission (NHM) from 2005-06 and continuing, State 

Plan Scheme, RKVY Scheme, MGNREGS etc. The state Government has 

also contemplated to establish Model Nurseries, on Farm Collection and 

Storage Units or Functional Pack House and to provide Cold Chain Solution 

and facilitate the movement of Horticultural produce from production point to 

consumer point through cool chambers, refrigerated vans.   

Hi-tech methods are introduced under NHM to increase productivity by 

way of plastic culture, Mulching, vermin-composting, Drip Irrigation, Shade 

Net House, INM/IPM etc. Excavation of Farm Ponds as well as providing drip 

irrigation is encouraged to make efficient use of water for growing fruits and 

vegetable crop as the district comes under DPAP area. The subsidy under 

Micro Irrigation (Drip & Sprinkler) is 90 per cent for Small & Marginal farmers 

and 75 per cent in case of other farmers.  

Grafts and seedlings of various fruit trees are being raised in 5 block 

level Nurseries and 1 Model Nursery at Tarbod in the District. During 2014-

15, 134386 Mango grafts, 24700 number of K.Lime grafts, 3874 Guava 

grafts have been produced for sale and distribution to the farmers in the 

district as well as state.  

Vegetables 

The climate of the district is conducive to grow all types of vegetables. 

The main vegetables cultivated in the district are Colocasia, Tomato, 

Pumpkin, Cole crops, ridge gourd, Bottle Gourd, Brinjal, Cowpea, Okra, 

Bitter gourd etc. General vegetables are grown in lands lying close to 

habitation with easy irrigation facility. During 2014-15 area under vegetables 

was 13237 hectares which also included potato and onion. 

Among the vegetables onion cultivation has gained popularity in the 

district as the soil type and climate favours its cultivation and the crop being 

remunerative is well adapted by small/marginal and big farmers in the 

district. During 2014-15 Rabi onion was cultivated over 983 Ha. The major 

onion growing areas are Khariar, Komna and Nuapada. Farmers were 

supplied with 20 quintals of AFLR variety onion seeds under State Plan 

Scheme. However, Khariff onion is taken up on smaller scale for which onion 

sets are in demand for late Khariff cultivation in the district.  

For storage of onion, Govt. has made provision to establish Onion 

Storage Structure of different sizes of 2 MT & 25 MT under different scheme 

like RKVY and NHM. During 2013-14 & 14-15, 80 number of 2 MT size & 26 

25 MT size Onion Storages Structure were constructed by the farmers in the 

district.  
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Potato cultivation in the district is negligible i.e. 62 hectares at present. 

However, Government has developed schematic intervention through RKVY/ 

State Plan providing incentives to the farmer to grow more area under Potato 

cultivation Govt. has aim to establish at least 1 cold storage in the district for 

storing surplus potato and other vegetable in the district. During 2015-16 it is 

proposed to take up 200 hectares of area under potato incentivization 

programme.  

Medium Irrigation 

Irrigation facilities are highly deficient in Nuapada district. The district 

has a satisfactory rainfall but it is neither in time nor in uniform distribution for 

which agriculture production is affected. At present there are four Medium 

Irrigation Projects situated in the district. They are Jonk Irrigation Project, 

Sundar Irrigation Project, Saipala Irrigation Project and Kharkhara Irrigation 

Project. Out of above four except Kharkhara Irrigation Project all others are 

Dam Project. Kharkhara Irrigation Project is a diversion weir project.  The 5
th
 

medium project – Lower Indra has remained incomplete since long. 

1. The Jonk Irrigation Project is situated near Patora village of Nuapada 

block. By this project about 8,787 hectares of lands has been irrigated 

during Khariff season and 3580 hectares during Rabi season. The 

construction work of this project was completed during 1997-98 with a 

cost outlay of Rs.10,589.41 lakhs. The release of first water in the canal 

before completion of spillway was carried out during July-1995. After 

completion of project, the full flow in the canal was released during 

1997-98.  

2. The Sundar Irrigation Project is situated near village Ichhapur of 

Komna block. By this project about 4452 hectares of lands has been 

irrigated during Khariff season and 1624 hectares during Rabi season. 

The construction work of this project was completed during 1989-90 

with a cost outlay of Rs.814.30 lakhs. The release of 1
st
 water in the 

canal before completion of spillway had been carried out during July-

1978. After completion of project, the full flow in the canal had been 

released during 1989-90. 

3.   The Saipala Irrigation Project is situated near village Saipala of 

Nuapada block.  By this project about 561 hectares of lands has been 

irrigated during Khariff season and 265 hectares during Rabi season. 

The construction of this project was completed during 1982-83 with an 

estimated cost of Rs.218.63 lakhs. The reservoir portion of Saipala 

Irrigation Project is situated in Nuapada block. But its ayacut area (561 

hectares) is partially situated in Nuapada district i.e. the ayacut during 

Khariff is 1691 hectares and 808 hectares during Rabi season. The 
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release of first water in the canal before completion of spillway had 

been carried out in July, 1977. After completion of the project, the full 

flow in the canal was released during 1982-83. 

4. The Kharkhara Irrigation Project is situated near village Amsena 

(Chanabeda) of Nuapada block. By this diversion Irrigation Project 

about 1700 hectares of lands are irrigated during Khariff season only. 

The project was completed in March, 2006. The total construction cost 

involved in this project was Rs.2484.16 lakhs. The release of first water 

in the canal was carried out in July, 2006.  

5. Lower Indra Project was started in 2001 at a cost of Rs.211.70 crore. 

The stipulated time for completion was 2004. On completion, it was to 

create irrigation potential over 16000 hectares in Bolangir district and 

135000 hectares in Nuapada district. Ironically, cost of the project has 

been revised thrice and as per the current approval, it is estimated to be 

Rs.1625.49 crore with the revised date for completion being March, 

2016. With the prevailing status and attitude, there seems to be no 

possibility for the project getting completed in the next 3-4 years. 

Abnormal delay at times is attributed to agitation by local people, 

though urgency is rarely shown to complete the project when the 

atmosphere is conducive. The land acquisition problems in respect of 

Left and Right Main Canals have been sorted out. While Right Canal 

has been completed over 8.22 kilometres, the Left Canal work has been 

completed over 23.88 kilometres in Bolangir and 25.5 kilometres in 

Nuapada. Excavation of 800 metres of canal has only been left out (500 

metres in Bolangir and 300 metres in Nuapada). The requirement of 

land for the remaining work i.e. construction of minor and sub-minor is 

Ac.1666.10 out of which, Ac.1256.7 of land has been acquired. 

Installation of all the 9 spill gates as per the revised plan is to be 

completed before June, 2016. This medium irrigation project, once 

completed, has the potential to transform the agricultural economy of 

Nuapada and Balangir districts, which regularly face the onslaught of 

drought leading to large scale labour migration. 

Minor Irrigation 

The main aim and objective of minor Irrigation Organization (Flow) 

under the Department of Water Resources is to create irrigation potential in 

the State of Odisha by constructing new M.I. Projects and renovating old 

ones. 

The projects with the potential of supplying irrigation to the ayacut 

between 40 hectares and 2000 hectares are within the purview of Minor 

Irrigation. 
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In addition to creation of new irrigation potential, the Organization also 

takes up the annual maintenance and repair work of deserving M.I. Projects 

under its control so as to maintain the extent of irrigation potential in respect 

of such M.I. Projects. 

Status of MIPs under this division 

 

Sl No 
Name of 
the Block 

Number of MIPs 
Total of all MIPs(Ayacut in 
Ha.) 

Completed MIPs(Ayacut in 
Ha.) 

C P.D. C.D. O Total 
Designed 
Ayacut 

Certified 
Ayacut 

Designed 
Ayacut 

Certified 
Ayacut 

Khariff Rabi Khariff Rabi Khariff Rabi Khariff Rabi 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
1 Boden 4 1      -    3 8 4105 1151 1952.4 20 3276 1129 1761.4 20 
2 Khariar 11      -         -    2 13 1789 539 1594 428 1498 522 1594 428 
3 Komna 8 1      -    1 10 2614 576 2286.6 205 1996 576 1833.5 205 
4 Nuapada 6      -         -        -    6 831 215 748.25 40 831 215 748.25 40 
5 Sinapli 5      -         -    1 6 1842 375 1494 476 1597 375 1494 476 
Total 34 2      -    7 43 11181 2856 8075.3 1169 9198 2817 7431.2 1169 

 

Status of MIPs under this division 

 

Sl No 
Name of 

the Block 

Number of MIPs P.D/C.D/ MIPs(Ayacut in Ha.) Ongoing MIPs(Ayacut in Ha.) 

C P.D. C.D. O Total 

Designed 

Ayacut 

Certified 

Ayacut 

Designed 

Ayacut 

Certified 

Ayacut 

Khariff Rabi Khariff Rabi Khariff Rabi Khariff Rabi 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 16 17 18 19 16 17 18 19 

1 Boden 4 1      -    3 8 52 22 36      -    777 0 155      -    

2 Khariar 11      -         -    2 13         -         -           -         -    291 17         -         -    

3 Komna 8 1      -    1 10 498      -    453.1      -    120      -            -         -    

4 Nuapada 6      -         -        -    6         -         -           -         -           -         -            -         -    

5 Sinapli 5      -         -    1 6         -         -           -         -    245      -            -         -    

Total 34 2      -    7 43 550 22 489.1      -    1433 17 155      -    

 
(C- Completed, PD-Partly Derelict, CD-Completely Derelict, O-Ongoing) 

 

Mission / Vision 

Of late, emphasis is being given on farmer's participation in the 

maintenance and operation of the projects, mainly distribution system. For 

this Pani Panchayats have been formed and some are yet to be formed. The 

improvement of some M.I. Projects has been done under E.C. Aid. The 

Water Tax of such projects which have been handed over to Water Users' 

Association (WUA) is no longer being collected by the Government and the 

collection of tax and repair and maintenance and operation of distribution 

system is being managed by the WUA. 

It is the intention of the Government that the burden of tax collection 

and annual maintenance of the M.I. Projects (mainly distribution system) 

should independently be shouldered by Pani Panchayats in future. The 

mission of this organisation is to utilize every drop of water which is very 
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precious and to reduce the wastage of water to nil, so that, with just and 

equitable distribution of water, the 2
nd

 green revolution will be achieved and 

the smallest land holder may be self sufficient in food grains. This will help 

reduction of migration. 

Details of Services Rendered 

Providing flow irrigation to the crop through M.I. Projects at the 

appropriate time, to the required extent depending on the availability of 

water, is the main service rendered by the organisation. 

Citizen’s Interaction 

Interaction with the citizens, at times, takes place during tour of the 

Executive Engineer / Sub-Divisional Officers to different project sites. People 

discuss/ put forth demand or views regarding construction of new project and 

suitability of the proposed site or otherwise. 

Interaction also takes place between the field functionaries of the 

organisation and the general public during election of Office bearers of Pani 

Panchayat or meeting convened by the Departmental people to create 

awareness among the beneficiaries for formation of Pani Panchayat. 

Grievance Redressal Mechanism 

For redressal of grievances oral grievances are heard in Executive 

Engineer's Office and grievance petition are received by the Executive 

Engineer, M.I. in the office between 3.30 PM to 5 PM every Wednesday 

(excepting holiday and tour days). 

Status of Feasibility Report of New MIPs to be taken up under Ridf/Aibp 

Scheme 

Sl.No Block Village Type Name of the  
Project 

Amount 
in Lakh 

Designed 
ayacut in Ha 

1st Ph.A/A 

Kharif Rabi L.No/Date Amount 
1 3     4 5 6       
1 Komna Siyallati D/W Kebrajore 

MIP 
217.94 152   9791/6.7.11 5.16 

2 Komna Karangabhata RES Karangabhata 
MIP 

226.38 216       

3 Komna Budhikomna D/W Bhalukomna 
MIP 

58.74 40   9805/6.7.11 2.05 

4 Khariar Dhaksar D/W Daksar MIP 67.03 48   9826/6.7.11 2.38 
5 Khariar Kirkita RES Kirkita MIP 67.03 48   9798/6.7.11 2.38 
6 Nuapada Tanwat RES Tanwat MIP 85.18 70   9812/6.7.11 2.76 
7 Nuapada Tanwat RES Bagjhola MIP 63.07 46   9819/6.7.11 2.07 
8 Komna Bisibahal RES Pipaljhola 

MIP 
109.24  10     

9 Komna Kenduvata D/W Masannalla 
MIP 

129.98 100       

10 Komna Kamkeda RES Salebhata 
MIP 

112.64 85 10     
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For Sub-ordinate Offices, the grievance petitions are received as and 

when submitted and actions for redressal are taken immediately or in due 

course. 

Revenue Earning Status 
Total no of 

MIPs 

Designed 

Ayacut in Ha. 

Certified 

Ayacut in Ha 

Revenue earn(In 

Rupees) 

43 11205 8075.29 807529.00 

 

Lift Irrigation 

Nuapada District consists of 5 Blocks, out of which four Blocks i.e. 

Komna, Boden, Sinapali, Nuapada border Chhattisgarh State & Khariar 

borders Bolangir & Kalahandi Districts. Earlier there were a few River Lift 

Projects installed on river Sundar, Indra, Udanti and Some Nalla of the 

district. Now there are 455 community River Lift Irrigation Projects in 

River/Nalla having ayacut 9675 hectares and successfully installed deep 

bore wells having irrigation potential created for 4876 hectares of land in the 

entire Nuapada District. Now by the Lift Irrigation Projects the cultivators can 

grow their crops like vegetables, fodder, Paddy, Sunflower, Banana and it 

will improve their social and economic condition. 

In the crucial time of Khariff crops they can irrigate their land by Lift 

Irrigation/Deep Bore Well projects, and there is also possibility of further 

11 Komna Kunjalpada D/W Kunjalpada 140.11 102       
12 Sinapali Litiguda D/W Litiguda MIP 550.28 600 80     
13 Nuapada Dharampuri RES Dharampuri 

MIP 
50.57 40       

14 Komna Biswanathpur D/W Biswanathpur 
MIP 

75.09 78       

15 Sinapali Koliarbahal D/W Koliarbahal 
MIP 

71.65 92       

16 Boden Sargimora D/W Sargimora 
MIP 

185.82 184       

17 Boden Kerajhola D/W Kerajhola 
Nalla MIP 

51.19 48       

18 Boden Murapara D/W Murapara 
MIP 

137.96 132       

19 Khariar Dabri D/W Debri MIP 59.38 56       
20 Khariar Palma D/W Palma MIP 95.06 92       
21 Komna Dharanbhata RES Badjore Nalla 

MIP 
103.78 100       

22 Boden Maharajore RES Mohrajore 
MIP 

298.4 300 40     

23 Komna     Katapali nalla 
MIP 

167.22 132       

24 Komna     Kusumijore 
Nalla MIP 

102.66 80       

25 Komna     Badasagar 
MIP 

75.17 60       

        TOTAL 3226.4 2841       
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installation of deep bore wells in the district where there is no irrigation 

system and a number of river/nalla in the nearby area for irrigation. 

Spices & Condiments 

Chilly, coriander, garlic, ginger and turmeric are cultivated in the district, 

Chilly is more important crop among these. During 2014-15 Chilly was 

cultivated in an area of 2143 hectares out of a total 3244 hectares of land 

under spice cultivation in the district with a production of 2122 MT. Major 

chilly growing area is Komna followed by Nuapada, and Khariar. 

  
R.M.C Cotton arrival report of R.M.C., Khariar Road for the year 2010-11 to 

2014-15 

 
Sl 

No. 

Name of 

the year 

Quantity Market fees 

(Rs.) 

Remarks 

1 2010-11 6964.68 2,42,573/-  

2 2011-12 3373.00 1,38,265/-  

3 2012-13 14918.50 5,94,766/-  

4 2013-14 13336.00 5,48,910/-  

5 2014-15 31883.00 10,40,069/-  

 

Maize arrival report of RMC, Khariar Road for the year 2010-11 to 2014-15 

 
Sl 

No. 

Name of 

the year 

Quantity  

(in Qtl) 

Market 

fees (Rs.) 

Remarks 

1 2010-11 -- --  

2 2011-12 -- --  

3 2012-13 15595.98 1,83,724/-  

4 2013-14 30087.00 3,85,682/-  

5 2014-15 12921.00 1,60,784/-  

 

Soil Erosion 

 Nuapada district is one of the drought affected districts in Odisha. The 

average annual rain fall is 1284 mm which is received in 62 to 65 rainy days 

only. Due to erratic rainfall and less numbers of rainy days both flash flood 

and drought occurs resulting in low yield and crop failure. The general 

topography of the district is undulating and intercepted by range of mountains 

dividing the landscape to ridge, plateau, plains etc. The soil of the district is 

red forest soil associated with loose morrum and black clay soil. The water 

holding capacity of the soil is low and prone to moisture stress condition. Due 

to high slope, low water holding capacity and high rainfall in less numbers of 

rainy days, there is heavy flush of water in numerous small streams with high 

velocity causing heavy soil erosion forming rills and gullies at upper reaches 

in arable and non-arable land. Similarly, soil erosion, siltation, sand casting in 
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the lower reaches is very common. The organic matter content is very poor 

and soil physical condition is bad   because of severe top soil erosion. 

Land degradation is wide spread both horizontally and vertically 

because of deforestation, exploitation of resources, mismanagement and 

abuse of land resources, gully cutting, bank cutting, and sand casting in the 

district. The cultivated up land, which constitutes more than 50 per cent of the 

net sown area, is without any mechanism against soil and almost bare of 

plants and trees. 

Planning & Mode of Implementation, Watersheds Approach 

Soil and Water Conservation 

To combat the scarcity of water and occurrence of frequent drought like 

situation in the district ―Watersheds Development Programme‖ has been 

initiated to improve the status of soil conservation, moisture condition and 

socio-economic condition of the rural people. Watershed is an area 

development approach defined as geo-hydrological unit draining to a 

common point. In the district 484 micro watersheds have been identified by 

the ORSAC (Odisha Space Application Centre), Bhubaneswar.  

Watershed approach in the District        

To prevent soil and gully erosion, to control silt inflow to reservoirs and 

agricultural land and optimum use of the land water according to its capability 

are primary aims. The focus is on to increase the productivity of the principal 

crops by adopting new technology and diverting cropping  system  providing 

life saving irrigation through natural resources management works by 

constructing run off management structure, Percolation Tank, Water 

harvesting structure, Diversion Weir, Farm pond, Nalla Bund, increase the 

cropping area by developing unbunded and waste land  at the upper reaches  

by constructing field bunding, contour bunding, land levelling, Gully control 

structure, Loose boulder structure etc. 

Thrust is also on to increase ground water table through ridge to valley 

treatment of area by infiltrating rain water for a maximum time increasing time 

of concentration from the upper reaches to the lower reaches in which the 

soil moisture will enhance, and ultimately crop production will increase. 

Minimizing the labour migration during pick period by creating       

employment opportunity through different labour oriented work and increase 

the vegetation of the area by taking both forest and horticultural plantation 

programme are also given utmost importance.  

 Involvement  of  all households in Self Help Group / Users Group net 

and to increase saving mentality  of  the people for self  dependent  and  
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socio-economical development and enhancement of  contribution and 

‗shramadan‘ mentality of the people to create  feeling of ownership on the 

works and proper post project management are the key approaches involved.  

The details of watersheds identified in Nuapada district and taken up 

under various schemes, completed and ongoing status are mentioned here 

under. 

Total no. of Micro Watershed identified       : 484    

Total no. of Micro Watershed taken up      : 468    

(DPAP-160, RLTAP- 20, WORLP-50, IWMP-167, EAS-61, NWDPRA-10) 

 

Total no. of Micro Watershed whose project period is over    : 301    

(DPAP-160, RLTAP-20, WORLP-50, EAS-61, NWDPRA-10) 

 

Total no. of Micro Watershed ongoing (IWMP)       : 167    

Animal Husbandry Scenario 

Agriculture along with Animal Husbandry is the main source of 

livelihood for the inhabitants of Nuapada District. In the rural pockets of the 

district around 80 per cent of farmers have taken Livestock as their 

additional source of income. The small, marginal farmers and landless 

labourers are earning bread and butter for their family through animal 

husbandry. Now it is high time to increase the production of milk, meat and 

egg through improved A.H practices for the economic upliftment of the 

farmers.  

Khariar Cattles 

 In the Khariar area there is a specific kind of breed of cattle which are 

being used by the local people. This breed has been evolved and developed 

by the indigenous community of the area. It has been recognized by a 

special breed called ‗Khariar cattle‘ by National Bureau of Animal Genetic 

Resources (NBAGR), Government of India. This spciality of this breed is 

they are good in draught power and for agriculture purpose. The cow yield 

minimum of 800 ml to 1.5 litres of milk per day. 

Different services taken up by A.R.D Department 

Animal Resources Development Department is providing Animal Health 

Care Services (Deworming, Treatment, and Vaccination etc.), Breeding 

Services (Artificial Insemination), Feed & Fodder Development (Fodder 

cultivation, Urea treatment of Paddy Straw etc.), Marketing Facility of Milk, 

Meat & Egg and Extension Services. 
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Livestock population 
Cattle  Total 172939 
 (Indigenous) 167820 
 (Crossbred) 5119 
Buffalo   24271 
Goat   73799 
Sheep   34021 
Pig   893 
Poultry    214194 
Dog   2840 

  
Source- Census 2011 

Veterinary Institutions of Nuapada District 

One District Veterinary Hospital, seven Veterinary Dispensaries and 

fifty Livestock Aid Centres are functioning in the district. Besides, five 

numbers of Mobile Veterinary Units are providing healthcare and breeding 

services in inaccessible areas of the districts. One District Diagnostic 

Laboratory is functioning inside the CDVO Office campus, Nuapada to 

provide disease diagnostic services throughout the district. Ten numbers of 

Cattle Development Centres under BAIF and twenty eight numbers of 

Integrated Livestock Development Centres under J.K. Trust are also 

functioning in the district 

One District Diagnostic Laboratory (DDL) for animals is situated inside 

CDVO office premises at Nuapada.  Pathological samples such as Blood, 

Serum, Faeces, Nasal secretions, skin scrapings etc. are collected and 

tested at the DDL regularly. In addition to this, the samples collected from 

outbreak affected areas of the district are sent to Animal Disease Research 

Institute (ADRI), Phulnakhra, Cuttack for specific diagnosis of emerging 

diseases.  

Mobile Veterinary Unit (MVU) 

Five MVUs are functioning in Nuapada district and providing doorstep 

veterinary healthcare service in inaccessible areas. During the year 2014-15 

a total of 23,733 animals were treated, 1283 castrations done and 76700 

doses of vaccines were utilised in the camps. The total members of the 

camp days were 771. 

Dairy 

Animal Husbandry 

The growing demand for milk and milk products provides the rural poor 

opportunity to rear more and more dairy animals. In order to increase the 

present per capita consumption of milk which is 43 grams per day against 

the state average 94 grams per day and National average of 220 grams per 
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day, it requires massive awareness campaigns/ training at different levels to 

attract and encourage rural farmers.   

Artificial Insemination 

In Nuapada district, most of the dairy animals are of indigenous variety. 

For production of improved variety of dairy animals Work is going on in the 

district. During the year 2014-15, total no. of artificial inseminations done are 

19592 and total no. of progeny born are 7636. 

Calf Rearing Scheme (RKVY) 

Under this scheme cross-bred female calves are provided with 

concentrated feed from the age of 04 to 28 months with 50 per cent subsidy 

and free vaccination, deworming and insurance for two years. During the 

year 2014-15 a total of 150 calves are included under this scheme and 1360 

kilograms of calf feed are supplied 

Marketing of Milk 

Fifteen milk producers‘ cooperative societies (MPCS) are functioning in 

Nuapada, Khariar and Sinapali Blocks of Nuapada District. Through these 

cooperatives 1500 litres of milk is collected daily with an annual procurement 

of 547.5 MT. Three chilling plants of 2000 litres, 1000 litres, and 1000 litres 

capacity are functioning at Nuapada, Khariar, and Sinapali Block 

respectively.  

Fodder Promotion 

Balanced diet is necessary for optimum productivity and good health. 

Livestocks require huge quantities of green grass for their daily needs. The 

pastures and grazing grounds available in the district are not sufficient for all 

categories of animals to graze during the whole year. There are extensive 

areas of forests and wastelands and plenty of green grass for cattle to graze 

during rainy season. But there is acute shortage of green grass in other 

seasons and the animals remain underfed during summer months and they 

mostly depend on paddy straw which has zero nutritional value. To 

substitute the shortage of natural pasture, fodder cultivation is taken up 

throughout the district. Seasonal fodder seeds like Maize, Bajra, M.P. Chari, 

Cowpea and Rice bean and perennial root slips like Coimbatoor-1, Para and 

Guiene are being distributed by ARD department. During 2014-15, 345 

kilograms of seasonal fodder seeds are distributed among 308 farmers 

covering an area of 86.25 Ac producing 9225 quintals of fodder. Along with 

this, perennial fodder plots have been developed in the farmers‘ own field in 

the villages such as Lanjimar and Sareipalli of Nuapada Block, Gohirapadar 

of Komna Block and Sinapali of Sinapali Block. 
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Government Fodder Farm  

One Govt. fodder seed production farm is running at Tarbod of Komna 

Block in Nuapada District. During 2014-15 the farm has produced and 

distributed 25.04 quintals of seasonal fodder seeds and 124000 root slips 

inside and outside the district. 

Assistance to States for Control of Animal Diseases (A.S.C.A.D) 

It is a centrally sponsored project which constitutes 75 per cent Central 

share and 25 per cent State share. The main objective of the project is to 

control emerging, exotic and existing diseases of the State, training to 

farmers, surveillance and monitoring of diseases and preparation of disease 

forecasting models, information and communication campaign and 

community participation, immunization against economically important 

diseases and strengthening of the disease diagnostic laboratories 

Sheep and Goat Development 

There is a heavy demand of meat in Nuapada District. The total meat 

production in Nuapada district is around 1.785 TMT. Per capita meat 

availability is 1.2 kg/year as against national availability of 6 kg./per year with 

requirement of 11 kg./year as recommended by ICMR. So, Chevon (Goat 

meat) accounts for 73 per cent, mutton 17 per cent and pork & beef 10 per 

cent of the total meat production.  

In Nuapada two excellent goat breeds namely Ganjam and Black 

Bengal are reared. Similarly, two excellent Sheep breeds namely Ganjam 

and Bolangir are reared.  

National Mission for Protein Supplementation (NMPS) 

Schemes Implemented for Sheep / Goat Development 

The main objective of the project is to set up goat units with scientific 

management for increasing protein production of rural poor through goat 

development. 21 units have been provided with assistance under this 

project. 

Small Animal De-worming Camp 

For better health of animals, regular deworming camps are being 

organized at village level. During 2014-15,175 camps were organised in the 

district. 

Livestock Insurance under National Livestock Misssion (NLM) 

The motto of this programme is to provide protection mechanism to the 

farmers and cattle rearers against any eventual loss of their animal, 
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strengthening the pecuniary condition of dairy farmers and providing social 

and economic security net. The rate of premium is 1.15 per cent of the value 

of the animal for one year and 2.35 per cent of the value of animal for three 

years. The beneficiary has to pay 40 per cent of the premium in case of APL 

category and 20 per cent of the Premium in case of BPL/ SC/ST Category. 

During 2014-15, 295 large animals and 514 small animals were insured 

under this programme. 

Poultry Development 

The total poultry population of Nuapada district is 2,14,194. The total 

egg production in Nuapada District is 50.17 million/year. Per capita 

availability of Egg is 57 nos./year against the National level availability 104 

nos./year as against requirement of 180/year. Backyard Poultry is being 

promoted through Promotion of Rural Backyard Poultry Scheme. During 

2014-15,197 farmers are supplied with 45 chicks and Rs.750.00 each for 

construction of night shelter. 

Fisheries 

The Fish Farmers Development Agency, Nuapada came into 

existence in 1994. The office has been functioning at the district 

headquarter, Napata (Mandirpada). The office looks after all-round 

development of fishery activities in the district. It is basically a service sector 

& extension oriented technical development, which promotes scientific 

aquaculture in the district and looks after the welfare of fishers‘ families. 

There are 72 fisherman villages having 1336 households and 5978 

fisherman population (Male-1958, Female-2072 and Children-1948).  

 The district possesses tank and ponds (1953 hectares), reservoirs (1980 

hectares), MIPs (487 hectares) and river and canals (2204 hectares). In total, 

inland fisheries resources of 6624 hectares are available for pisci-culture & 

capture fisheries. 

For development of fisheries activities of the district there are several 

state & central sector programmes.  

The Main aim and objective of Fish Farmers Development Agency is to 

identify & survey fishery resources for excavation / renovation of ponds, 

sponsor loan proposal to banks for finance, pursue banks for sanction & 

finance of loan proposals, monitor progress of excavation / renovation of 

ponds through field functionaries (i.e. Assistant Fishery Officer / SFTAs 

/JFTAs posted in the Blocks)provide technical support to fish farmers in the 

light of modern technology, impart training to fish farmers on scientific fish 

farming, organise  awareness  programmes pertaining to recent advances 

on pisci-culture, encourage fish farmers by providing back ended subsidy for 
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development of tank, recommend names of fish farmers / SHG /PFCS for 

lease of water resources to develop inland pisci-culture, provide laboratory 

support for soil & water quality testing & support for disease control, 

encourage educated unemployed youth to take up inland pisci-culture under 

self employment, encourage fish farmers for enhancing productivity by 

adopting modern scientific technology, and to Dissemination of new 

technology through extension staff .       

Strategy to Increase Inland Fish Production 

Emphasis is laid on introduction of yearling culture & practice of 

yearling stocking, bringing more tank/ pond area into scientific pisci-culture, 

developing new ponds through FFDA, enhancing production in reservoirs as 

per reservoir fishery policy. Besides, encouragement to private sector on 

seed production, development of Proper seed certification mechanism and 

devolution of data base to identify various aqua-climatic zone have been 

attached due importance.  

Capacity building for entrepreneurship development and aqua-farmers, 

Diversification of culture technology, Improvement of genetic and bio-

diversity and thrust for freshwater prawn culture are strategies to improve 

inland fish production. 

Departmental Fish Farms 

There are three functional Government Fish Farms namely, Nuapada 

(Leased Out), Sunder and Khariar. 

 These are under the control of District Fisheries Officer-cum-CEO, 

FFDA. In Nuapada Production of Spawn / Fry/ Fingerlings activities are 

being carried on in these farms and supplied to fish farmers at government 

prescribed rates. 

The following schemes and programmes are being operated in the 

district: 

a.  Development of fresh water aquaculture under FFDA / NMPS / NFDB 

b.  Integrated Development of Inland Capture Resources (Reservoir). 

c. Welfare scheme for fishermen(MUY-Assistance for fish marketing 

infrastructure for fishermen (Bicycle with ice box, Moped with ice box, 

Auto Rickshaw with ice box) assistance for Net and Boat, House sites 

for fishermen under Vasundhara,  ‗Mo Kudia‘ scheme for fishermen, 

Award to meritorious children of fishermen community, Financial 

assistance to fisher women SHG 

d. Dwelling houses for fishermen (‗Matsyajibi Basagruha Yojana‘)  
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The main activities/ functions of the Fish Farm are:  

Implementation of different programmes and monitoring of funds, 

collection of revenue (Users fees, Lease value & fish seed etc.). Apart from 

these, the open water bodies like Minor Irrigation Projects (MIPs), Kata, and 

reservoirs will be brought under the fold of capture based fisheries. 

Reservoir fisheries management and development is in line with the 

provisions contained in the Odisha State Reservoir Fisheries Policy 2012 

notified by the Government of Odisha on 18th September 2012 (vide No. 

9726-1-Fy(M)-22/2012/FARD). Preference is given to the registered Primary 

Fishermen Cooperative Societies (PFCS) or authorized Self Help Groups 

(SHGs) for leasing of the fishing rights of all reservoirs. Leasing of reservoirs 

to private entrepreneurs/individuals/public sector undertakings/ registered 

companies, in the event of any PFCS or SHGs not coming forward to take 

on lease any reservoir, is done through public auction. Now there are five 

reservoirs being tagged with the PFCS / SHGs for exploitation of pisci-

culture. The main motto is to provide means of livelihood & economic 

upliftment of rural poor fishermen. 

Forests 

Nearly half of the total geographical area of Nuapada district (48.43 per 

cent) is covered with forests. Forest cover is over 1865.439 square 

kilometres out of 3,852 square kilometres of land area of the district. There 

are two Forest Divisions in the district i.e. Khariar Forest Division with 

headquarters at Khariar and Sunabeda Wildlife Division, with headquarters 

at Nuapada. An area of 1356.436 square kilometres (41.71 per cent) of the 

district is under Khariar Forest Division and 600 square kilometres under 

Sunabeda Wildlife Division. 

The following table shows categorical break-up of the total forest area 

in square kilometre.   

Status of Forest Area   

Reserve Forest 0.869sq.km. 
Demarcated Protected Forest 24.33sq.kms. 
Proposed Reserve Forest. 
Forest under Revenue Dept. 
Village forest 

983.749sq.kms 
348.25sq.kms 

1698 
Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary 600sq.kms 
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The forests broadly fall into the following three categories 

Sal Forests—The Sal (Shorea robusta) forest is of a moderately moist 

type. It corresponds, more or less, with Champions Moist Peninsular Sal. Sal 

is found in Nagalbod and Sunabeda jungle of Nuapada district. The common 

associates of Sal (Shorea robusta) are chiefly Asan (Terminalia tomentosa), 

Dhaura (Anogeissus latifolia), Jamun {Eugenia jambolana), Kendu 

(Diospyros melanoxylori), Sahara (Terminalia belerica), Harida (Terminalia 

Chebula), Kusum (Schleichera trijuga), Mohul (Madhuca latifolia), Kasi 

(Bridelia retusa), Bija (Pterocarpus marsupium) and Kurum (Adina 

cordifolia).  

Dry mixed Forest—The number of species which go to make up this 

community is too wide to be mentioned in details. The principal among them 

are Asan (Terminalia tomentosd), Dhaura (Ano-geissus latifolia), Mohul 

(Madhucca latifolia), Harida (Terminalia chebula), Bahara (Terminalia 

bclerica), Kasi (Bridelia retusa), Sidha (Lagerstroemia parviflora), Jamun 

(Eugenia jambolana), Bija (Ptero-carpus marsupium), (there were formerly 

some fine trees inChura block), Bandhan (Ougeinia dalbergioides) and Sisu 

(Dalbergia latifolia) on the upper slopes, Kusumn (schleichera trijuga), 

Mundi, Mai (fanned), Aonla (Phyllanthus umblica), Bel (Aegle mannelos), 

Simul, Haldu, Kotkol, Ambada, Ankule, on alluvium and lower slopes, and 

Khari and Bheru (Chloroxylon swietenid) on the calcareous soils and eroded 

ravines where Rohini is also found. Besides, Grewia, Albizzia, and many 

other species also occur. The Albizzia stipulata (now 4 Chinese) is extremely 

common along the hilly streams above 60 metres Tangan also occurs in the 

dry mixed forests, but does not attain a large size. Climbers are not generally 

abundant. Butea parviflora is perhaps the most conspicuous as Millettia 

auriculata and Bauhinia valilii are in the Sal forests. 

The protected forests of Khariar division  fall into this category of dry 

deciduous mixed forests wherein the common miscellaneous species found 

are teak (Tectona grandis), Asan (Terminalia tomentosd), Dhaura 

(Anogeissus latifolia), Saloi, Piasal (Pterocarpus marsupium), Bandhan 

(Ougenia dalbergioides), Sisu (Dalbergia latifolia), Karla (Cleistanthus 

collinus), Sidha (Lagerstroemia parviflora), Mai, Kasi (Bridelia retusa) and 

Rendu (Diospyros melanoxylon). Salia bamboo (Dendrocalamus strictus) is 

found at some places and teak (Tectona grandis) is met across the forest 

blocks to the south of Khariar. 

Just as Sal shows a preference for the more acid rocks, the dry mixed 

forest follows the basic rocks, especially on their hotter and drier aspects. 

Hence, the vegetation on the escarpment generally partakes of the nature of 

dry mixed forests (often shrubby), with or without bamboos, where 
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hornblende-schist is the common rock type, and Sal (Sltorea robusta) is 

almost invariably absent. 

Bamboo Forest—-The only bamboo of any importance is the Salia 

bans (Dendrocalamus strictus). Here and there it forms virtually pure 

patches, as on some of the gudia areas in the hills, but even there, it 

commonly constitutes small consociations surrounded by mixed forest and 

sometimes by Sal (Shorea robusta) where the underlying rock is Khondalite , 

or where the more basic parent rock (charnockite or horneblende-schist) has 

not been expressively exposed. In Nuapada districts it occurs in small 

patches or in admixture with other classes of forest, generally the dry mixed 

type. 

Teak—There was a time when it could have been said that there was 

considerable quantity of teak, most of it short-boled and yielding little clean 

timber, situated in the village lands and the adjacent jungle in the valleys of 

river Udanti, Sunder and Jonk rivers. Unfortunately, such a statement can 

now no longer be made since the bulk of the teak disappeared due to 

various reasons. In consequence there is now almost little teak left in 

Nuapada, for what still exists in the reserved forests, is of no great 

importance as regards quantity and is of poor quality. Some few patches of 

good teak do still exist in the far north-west in the valley of the Udanti. 

In the plains, the village forests which have been rendered desolate 

due to indiscriminate felling by the local tenants both for fuel and agriculture, 

need immediate rehabilitation. 

All the forests of Nuapada district were in the possession of Khariar 

Zamindari, who having proprietary rights was solely responsible for their 

conservancy, maintenance and destruction. Under Section 202 of CPLR Act, 

1917, the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur had certain statutory powers 

to control the Zamindari forests but, in any case, the indirect control 

exercised by him was too inadequate to check the reckless deforestation 

being perpetrated in these forests. Nelson, in Raipore District Gazetteers 

(1909), mentions that an area of 700 square miles (1812 square kilometres) 

had been so much overworked that big timbers were seldom left in the 

forests. At present the entire forest areas inclusive of many small patches 

left here and there have poor forest growth. The area under the forests had 

been steadily receding due to reckless felling resorted to by the estate's 

contractors coupled with the Grow More Food Campaign started by the 

Government in the post-Second World War Period when permission was 

accorded to reclaim lands containing forest growth. Deforestation was so 

rampant that even hill tops had not been spared. 
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It is after vesting of Khariar estate and particularly since 1957 when the 

Zamindari forests came under the management of the Forest Department of 

the State Government that a working scheme has been drawn up and the 

prescription of the scheme is being followed rigidly. The forests of the ex-

State have been brought under one Division with a Divisional Forest Officer 

and the forest area has been divided into Protected Forests and Khesra 

forests. 

With the object of consolidation and scientific management 

afforestation of barren land, enrichment of the existing forests of low value 

by replacement, where necessary; intensification of management and 

development of communication in the forests, conservation of nature and 

wild life for scientific study of flora and fauna, and various other measures 

had been undertaken.  

Economic Plantation- In Khariar Division 70 hectares have been 

covered under this scheme. One hectare has been put under teak nursery 

and nearly 70 hectares under fruit bearing trees in the Khariar Division in 

1976. 

Forest Development Consolidation- The progress started slowly in 

1970s to demarcate and survey the forest areas to bring them under 

scientific management. 

Communication—About 261 km. of roads have been constructed in 

the   Khariar  division. 

Nature Conservation—A separate Wildlife Division with headquarter 

at Nuapada was created in 2003. It has been declared as Sunabeda Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 

Working Plan— New working plan was prepared for Khariar Division. 

Forest Protection—No special measures have been taken for rigid 

protection of forests except booking of offences for prosecution under the 

provisions of Orissa Forest Act, 1972.  

No information is available relating to the measures undertaken for 

preservation of wild life in the ex-Khariar Zamindari. The shooting and 

hunting of wild animals and birds, after its merger, used to be regulated 

under the provisions of the wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912 and 

the Orissa Government Reserved Forests Shooting Rules, 1938. The Orissa 

Forest Shooting Rules, 1973 framed under the Orissa Forest Act, 1972 apply 

to all the reserved and protected forests of Orissa. The various provisions 

embodied in the above statutes are strictly enforced for the protection of the 

wild life in the district. 
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The forests were reputed for the abundance of wild fauna—both 

herbivora and carnivora. Extension of cultivation, laxity in the enforcement of 

game laws and liberal use of fire arms by villagers and Shikaris have all 

contributed towards fast disappearance of herbivora population. This has 

precariously upset the equilibrium in nature compelling the carnivora like 

tigers to take to man-eating on a menacing scale. 

The Indian bison (Bos gaurus) usually called gayal occurs in the denser 

and remoter forests and was said to be numerous in the high hills of 

Sunabeda. It is also met with in other places in the Ghatmal forests. It is 

prone to retire in the rains in the hills during the day to avoid the flies and 

comes down at night to feed on the young grass. A very retiring animal, it 

lives in small herds with generally a fine bull in charge. 

The Sambhar (Cervus imicolor) a forest loving animal generally 

frequents the high and thick inaccessible hills. The largest among the Indian 

deer, it is nocturnal in habit and grazes chiefly at night. It returns to the hill 

tops during the day to choose a shady corner to escape the heat. Good 

Sambhar heads are a rarity as the horns do not attain luxuriant dimensions. 

The spotted deer (Axis axis) known as chital is very common. 

Gregarious in habit, it is less nocturnal than the Sambhar. Preferring low 

lying lands close to water sources, it is careless of the neighbourhood of 

man and therefore falls an easy prey to shikaris aiming from a water hole. 

Shedding of horns, said to be in July and August, is extremely irregular. 

They seldom choose more hilly tracts for their habitat. 

The Indian mouse deer (Tragulus meninna), the smallest of its tribe is 

met with, but owing to its diminutive size is seldom seen. It stands 25 to 30 

centimetres at the withers and brown in colour. It is generally known as   

Kebra in Nuapada. 

The Indian hare (Lepus nigricollis) is the only hare found though 

uncommon. It prefers with white or buff spots and longitudinal stripes.  

The tiger (Panthera tigris) was fairly numerous and was greatly 

destructive to human life. The great majority are game killers, some cattle 

killers and others are man-eaters. Nuapada Forest Division has been 

bifurcated by the notification of the Government of Odisha on 01.10.2003. It 

was duly reorganised, and the Padampur Forest Range of this Division was 

separated and a new one named Bargarh Forest Division was created.  

 At present timber felling is completely banned. And the cutting of 

Bamboo is not carried out due to commercial exploitation strategies adopted 

by the Odisha Forest Development Corporation. 
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As regard the Minor Forest Produce (MFP), 69 items of MFP has been 

transferred to be regulated by the Grama Panchayat as per the notification 

of Government of Odisha in 2003. No Panchayat or CD Block is furnishing 

details about the collection quantity to the Forest Division. However‘ the 

primary MFP collected in this District are mainly myrobolan (Harda, Amla 

and Bahada) Mahua Flower, Mahua Seeds, Chiranji, Sal seeds, Tamarind 

Dhatuki Flower etc. 

The salvage and UD case Timbers are departmentally collected and 

handed over to the OFDC Ltd. Bhawanipatna and Bolangir (C-KL) Division 

and the revenue collected for the year 2004-05 to 2014-15 are given in the 

following table. 

Revenue Collection Status from Forest: 

Year Revenue collected of Timber/ 

Firewood (in Rs.) 

Bamboo (in Rs.) 

2004-15 500000 Nil 

2005-06 Nil Nil 

2006-07 296549 16345 

2007-08 2277785 Nil 

2008-09 1630401 Nil 

2009-10 2105412 72018 

2010-11 711196 58120 

2011-12 771327 Nil 

2012-13 94261 Nil 

2013-14 624832 Nil 

2014-15          117405             Nil 
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CHAPTER-V 

 

INDUSTRIES 
 

The Present Scenario 

Development of an area is often associated with industrial development 

in the present times. Industries generate employment and boost the 

economy of the region. Nuapada district despite its rich natural resources 

and rivers is way back in the field of industries. The economy of the district 

primarily revolves round two traditional resources; agriculture and forest. But 

due to various natural and man-made factors both these resources have 

failed to provide meaningful employment to the people. This precisely is the 

reason why Nuapada district witnesses huge human exodus during the 

period from post-harvest to early monsoon. At present there has not been a 

single industry in the district.  

Old Time Industries 

Manufacturing industry was non-existent in Khariar ex-Zamindari but 

cottage industries were widespread. Weaving of cotton cloth, bamboo basket 

making, pottery, making of plough and wheel cart, making of brass band, 

hat, plates and pots were parts of cottage industries at that time. The 

artisans especially Kansaris, Blacksmiths were seen in all parts of the 

district. In Charier town one habitation was named a ―Kansari pada‖ and 

people in all these households used to make brass utensils. But over the 

years that has been eliminated and now only a couple of artisans are 

engaged in this trade. Similarly the blacksmith and the potters were found in 

almost all the villages and towns and they used to make brisk business. But 

they have also been reduced in number and a very few such families are 

continuing with their hereditary profession. The DIC, Nuapada has imparted 

skill development training to them in many villages to upgrade their 

knowledge and make them competitive in the market. The other such 

artisans such as goldsmith were also found in every village but over the 

years their number has also been squeezed to a greater extent as people 

now prefer ready-made ornaments and these traditional artisans cannot 

compete the ready-made ones. But in the past these industries were 

catering to the needs of rural area. This happened to be their traditional 

profession continuing from generation to generation. The Paharia community 

living in hills and jungles used to live on bamboo crafts. But due to various 

factors such as lack of bamboo forest, restriction over their usufruct rights 

and distress sale they are gradually distancing from this.  
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Industrial Potential 

The district is industrially most backward district of Odisha and there is 

not a single large industry in the district. But at the same time it is rich in 

natural resources which remain untapped and offer scope for employment 

generation through systematic development of Small and Medium 

Enterprise. The Natural resource available in the district may be categorized 

into: 

Availability of Natural Resources 
 

Minor Forest Product Bamboo, Kusum, Broom,, Mohua flower, Mahua seed , Sialibark, 

Sunari Bark, Salseed, Amla, Harida, Bahada, Tamarind, Char seed,  

Resign, gums & other NTFP. 

Mineral Resources Granite, Quartz, gemstone, decorative stones, lime stones, 

graphite, granite garnet….etc. 

Agricultural Resources Paddy, Oil seed, Pulses, Cotton, Sugarcane, Fruits, Maize, Ragi, 

Onion….etc 

 

Therefore, there is enough scope for establishment of Small & Medium 

Enterprises for processing of minor forest product, mineral resources, and 

agricultural products.  The DIC have found feasibility for establishment of the 

following types of industrial unit. 

Sector-wise Potential for Industries 

Agro Processing Rice Mill, Rice Huller, Paddy Seed Processing-nut Maize Milling, 

Cattle feed, Poultry feed, Dal processing, Oil crushing/extraction,. 

Surgical Cotton, Chilly and other spices powder, tamarind 

concentrate, Jam, Jelly, Pickles, Cotton Ginning, Dehydrated onion, 

Power plant from Husk, Food processing Industries( cold storage), 

Modern bakery. 

Forest Based Agarbati Mfg, Myrobalon extraction, Broom Mfg./, Processing of 

Gums, and resins, Leaf Cup/Plates Mfg., Processing of Mahua 

Flower, Char seed de-cordication, Cashew nut & kernel processing.  

Mineral Based Graphite Powder, Mini Cement Plant, Calcium Oxide from lime Gem 

cutting, Stone crusher, Granite slab manufacturing…etc. 

Demand Based Industries 

Potential for demand-specific Industries: 

Engineering  Automobile workshop, Automobile, Leaf Spring and Agricultural 
Implements, Fabrication and Steel Furniture Mfg., Aluminum Circle 
Utensils , Brass Utensil and hand pump set mfg. 

Textile Power loom, Cotton Vest ( hosiery), Handloom 
Rubber Based Retreading of Tyres. 
Miscellaneous File cover, Exercise Book, Distilled water for industrial purpose, 

Cotton beds and Pillow cover, Coal Briguettes, Cold Storage, 
Aluminum Hinges, Bolts, Wire drawing, Wire nails, Sisal fibre and 
rope, Detergent powder, Repairing of electrical and Electronics 
goods, Voltage Stabilizer Mfg, Fly Ash Bricks, Pavor Tiles, 
Assembly of Conmputer.etc. 
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Power 

In the early 20
th
 century diesel power-house was installed in Khariar. It 

supplied electricity to the palace and to the houses of the families associated 

with the royal family. After abolition of Zamindari the power-house was taken 

over by the government of Odisha. New diesel power houses were installed 

at Napata and Khariar Road. The Hirakud Hydro Electric Project supplied 

electricity to the State Electricity Grid. The State Grid supplied electricity to 

Napata. Therefore, the diesel powerhouses were replaced. Now electric 

power grids are at Khariar and Nuapada and electricity is available in the 

nook and corners of Nuapada district. All 648 villages in the district are 

electrified in the district now.  

Mining 

Graphite, manganese, gemstone, dimension and clay deposits are 

found in the district. A reserve of 11.245 million tonnes of cement grade lime 

deposit has been estimated around Khariar. Huge quantity of limestone is 

being explored from Sagundongri mines near Charier for use by the ACC 

Cement Factory, Bargarh. Graphite is abundant; manganese of low grade is 

reported from Tikrapada, Lodra, Lutharpali, Maraguda villages. Gemstone 

identified in Kantamal-Amera area.These minerals are being exploited at 

present. In addition to this, in Sinapali block near Gandabahali there is one 

Graphite mine taken on lease by the Graphite factory of Belpada in Bolangir 

district.  

Rice Mills 

There are a number of rice mills operating in Nuapada, Khariar Road, 

Khariar, Komna, TukLa, Sinapali, Nilji, Boden, Hatibandha etc.. These Mills 

are registered with the Food Corporation of India and use to sell their 

product through the Corporation. Besides these rice mills; there are 

hundreds of rice hullers operating in the rural areas catering to the need of 

the rural people. Many rice mills are also having oil extracting plants along 

with rice mills. 

 Oil Mills 

Oil mills are located at Khariar road, Nuapada, Khariar, Komna, 

Sinapali and Boden. Oil seeds like groundnut, til, mustard, sunflower, and 

neem seed are sufficiently available in the district. These oil mills 

manufacture oil from these oil seeds. Apart from these, some SHGs are also 

running oil processing units supported by the NGOs. 
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Bakery 

There are many small bakery units in the district catering to the needs 

of the local people. 

Food and Allied Industry 

There are 298 food and allied industry catering to the needs of the 

district with a total investment of 2177.62 lakhs rupees. It is providing 

employment to1623 people. It is proving quality foodstuff at the doorstep. 

Chemical and Allied Industry 

There are four chemical industries with an investment of 61.02 lakh 

rupees and providing job to 67 people in the district. 

Electric, Electronics and Metal Industry 

This industry is spread over the entire district. It provides employment 

to 669 people on daily basis. More than 600 lakhs of rupees is being 

invested for this. The scope of further expansion is always there in this 

sector. 

Forest, Wood and Paper Industry 

There are 13 industries based on forest and wood resources with an 

investment of 18.09 lakhs. It is providing jobs to 55 persons. There are nine 

paper based industry in the district with an investment of 60.53 lakhs 

generating employment for 39 people. 

Glass and Ceramics 

There are two glass and ceramic industries with an investment of 27.57 

lakhs giving employment to 63 people. 

Leather, Rubber and Plastic 

There is one leather based industry at Khariar with an investment of six 

lakhs rupees. It is proving employment to six persons. There are seven 

rubber and plastic based industry in the district giving employment to thirty-

eight persons with an investment of 33.40 lakhs rupees. The Badi Leather 

Industry promoted by the DIC became a roaring success in the district giving 

regular employment to more than 20 cobblers. It had emerged as a centre 

for quality products of shoe, chappal and other leather items. It also 

happened to be the training platform for young professionals. But over the 

years it became a sick unit and since the last 4/5 years it has completely 

been closed down. However, those who had been trained and employed, 

they are undertaking their own smaller units in different parts of the district.  
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Weaving is one of the oldest cottage industries of the district. The 

Bhulia community of the district weave fine clothes having intricate Tie and 

Dye and Jala designs. Weaving used to be the family trade of the Bhulia 

communities and the entire family remained engaged in this act. In the 

Bhulia dominated villages such as Sinapali, Hatibandha, Gandabahali, 

Duajhar, Tukla one can see many families engaged in this cottage industry. 

They make quality saree, lungi, bed sheet, clothes etc. and sell it in the 

weekly markets of the district. But over the years due to stiff competition 

from the power loom industry this traditional craft is no more remunerative 

for the artisans. So now a day this once flourishing cottage industry is on the 

verge of complete elimination.  In Bileinjore area Kalahandi Vikas Parishad 

has been providing training and support to the local people to preserve the 

traditional skill of local artisans. Majority of these skilled persons are from 

scheduled caste and scheduled tribe communities. Sanbaheli village is 

centre of activities to promote Khadi industry. The Khadi Board of Odisha is 

also providing support. To popularise handloom product, the government is 

proving subsidy. Exhibitions and fairs are organised from time to time to 

provide a platform for these products. The District Mohatsava committees 

are proving stalls for their exhibition and sale. Unfortunately some of the 

villages are going to be submerged in the Lower Indra irrigation project and 

these families are in the process of displacement. The District Industries 

Centre, Nuapada is supporting 311 families with financial support of rupees 

88.73 lakhs. There are fifty two textile based industries in the district. 

Sinapali, Khariar and Komna blocks are famous for textile industry. 

Repairing and Servicing 

This sector in small scale industry is emerging as an important avenue 

for self employment in the district. All the five blocks and three Notified Area 

Councils are providing ample scope for the service and repairing sector. 

There are 83   service and repairing small industry with an investment of 

287.17 lakhs. Training is provided to them through the ITI and some of the 

NGOs are also giving skill based training for self employment. These provide 

jobs to more than 300 youths of the district. Nowadays, each day one can 

see opening of a few new service and repairing industry in the district. The 

major area in this sector is automobile repairing and mobile phone repairing. 

In the field of automobile industry, both sale and repair there are many 

examples of successful entrepreneurship in the district. In places such as 

Khariar, Khariar-road, Napata there are showrooms for two wheelers. In 

Khariar there is a showroom of Mahindra tractor and in Khariar-road there is 

a showroom for Maruti cars. In all parts of the district there are many 

repairing centres for two wheelers/ mobile showrooms and service centres 

are also found in all parts of the district.  
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Miscellaneous Industries 

A number of cottage industries like brick making, bamboo processing, 

rope making, carpentry, pottery, production of ‗gur‘ and ‗khasari‘, lime kiln 

are supported by district industry co-operative office. This office has 

supported 254 units of the district with finance of rupees 2133.58 lakhs for 

better management of artisans. 1304 artisan have been imparted skill and 

management training in a systematic manner. This has helped the Paharia 

community in basket making, mugli community in rope making and 

Kumbhars in pottery. Among other important cottage industry of the district 

may be made of broom making. Brooms are produced in villages of Khariar, 

Boden, Nuapada and Komna blocks. Under RHA (Rehabilitation of 

Handicraft artisan) scheme 53 artisans have been rehabilitated. 199 solar 

lanterns have been distributed to the artisans under Solar Lantern 

programme. Under Craft Village Programme 620 numbers of artisans have 

been given skill development training. Under Terracotta, Stone carving, 

Wood carving, Lac trade, Sisal fibre, Appliqué and Cane & Bamboo. There 

are 155 who have been covered and their life has been insured under Aam 

Admi Bima Yojana. Industrial workers are registering themselves in the 

District Labour Office and are getting financial support and even their sons 

and daughter are getting financial support to study. 

Status of Existing Industries 

It has to be admitted that Napata has not made the desired progress in 

the field of industrialisation despite huge potential as mentioned earlier in 

this chapter. However, there are some efforts/initiatives at present to bring 

Napata onto the industrial map of Odisha.  

Large Scale / Medium Scale Enterprises 

One Large Scale Industry i.e. M/s. Starlight Power Ltd. for production of 

electricity by bio-mass is in pipe line. The plant machineries investment in 

the unit is Rs.7534.44 lakhs and the annual installed capacity is 15 MW.  

During 2011-12 the unit has been issued with the exemption of premium for 

conversion of land by the Director of Industries, Odisha, Cuttack.   

Small Scale / Micro Enterprises 

Out of the Small Scale & Micro Enterprise as promoted till 31.03.2015, 

a total of 861 units are working in the district having investment of Rs. 

5500.57 lakhs and creating an employment for 4493 persons.   

Industrial Estate 

There is one Industrial Estate at Khariar Road spread over 3.80 acres 

of land. As of now almost all the plots have been allotted and there is need 
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for establishment of new industrial estates. Steps have been taken for 

allotment of plot for new industrial estate at Nuapada and Khariar. 

Industrial Estate for Saw Mill 

As per the notification No.XIX-III-135/12-4532/I Bhubaneswar dated 

12.07.2012 of the Industries Department the following two Industrial Estates 

have been declared for the purpose of development /establishment of 

industries and for rehabilitation of de-licensed saw mill in Odisha. 

Newly Sanctioned Industrial Estates: 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of 
I.E. 

Tahasil Village Khata 
No. 

Plot No. Area 

1 Khariar Khariar Khariar 1166 2829(P) 
2850(P) & 
2827/3355(P) 

Ac 2.00 

2. Khoksa Nuapada Khoksa 146 26 & 27 Ac 2.14 

Steps will be taken for allotment of Plant in above area during this year. 

Promotion of MSME 

Road shows/ motivation, awareness and sensitization camps  are being 

organized at block level & district level out of  available funds with due 

approval of the DI, Odisha for generating awareness regarding different 

schemes available in the district.  

Implementation of Single Window for One Point Dissemination of 
Information and Enterprise Related Clearance 

During the course of organization of road show programme, care is 

taken to make the entrepreneurs aware regarding the single window 

mechanism being implemented in the district. This aims at creating a 

conducive atmosphere in the district to encourage entrepreneurship. 

State Assistance to Industry 

Implementation & Administration of Fiscal & Non-Fiscal Benefits under 

IPR-2007 and Orissa MSMED Policy-2009 to create awareness and educate 

the prospective entrepreneurs and existing industries regarding the 

provisions under IPR-2007 and Orissa MSMED Policy 2009 the financial 

support was provided as per following table. 

Status of Financial Support: 

Year Target Achievement. 
Physical Financial Physical Financial 

2008-09 11 1320302 14 1885802 
2009-10 11 1320302 16 3588798 
2010-11 14 1958790 15 3951223 
2011-12 12 1678956 13 2280100 
2012-13 08 1840600 13 3218015 
2013-14 19 2598000 10 1418400 
2014-15 12 1600000 12 2910000 
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The industrial growth can happen in the district since there is huge 

potential and this can be a viable alternative to agriculture and forest 

resources to generate meaningful employment for the people. With the 

smaller initiatives taken by the Government and awareness programme this 

has begun to happen in the district. Some of the entrepreneurs, though small 

in number, have been quite successful in future will be the guiding principles 

for the aspiring ones in Nuapada district.   
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CHAPTER-VI 
 

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 
 

Evolution of the Banking System  

Prior to nationalisation of Banks, the village moneylenders namely, 

Sahukar, Mahajan and Seth constituted bulk of the indigenous banker for 

several centuries. The moneylenders who were primarily wealthy 

agriculturist and pretty traders, played an important role in the rural economy 

and were the only agency engaged in providing agricultural finance, usually 

at an exorbitant rate of interest, which differed from place to place. They lent 

money against pledge of gold or silver ornaments, land and standing crop in 

the field. The crop in the field was usually purchased by the money lender 

himself during the harvest time, at a nominal rate, and the price was 

adjusted against the loan including the interest. Loans were advanced 

clandestinely and dubious ways of collection of arrear were adopted by the 

moneylenders. There was also prevalence of barter economy in the tribal 

and the rural areas. Mobile traders used to move to villages with the 

essential goods and sold on exchange of paddy, rice, honey and other such 

forest produces. This happened mostly due to the inaccessibility of the hilly 

and forest villages. In the process, the primary producers and collectors 

suffered from distress sale and the traders made hefty business.  

During the British rule three presiding banks were there in the country, 

i.e. Bank of Bengal (Formed on 20/01/1809), Bank of Bombay (Formed on 

15/04/1840) and Bank of Madras (Formed on 01/07/1843). Consequent 

upon the merger of these presiding banks, the Imperial Bank of India was 

formed on 27/01/1921. 

With a view to extending financial assistance to the agriculturist, 

manufacturers, businessmen and others for productive purpose at a low rate 

of interest, the Government of India took the following initiatives. 

The All India Rural credit survey committee proposed to takeover of the 

Imperial Bank of India and integrating with it, the former state-owned or 

state-associated funds. Subsequently an act was passed in the parliament in 

May, 1955. As a result, the State Bank of India was established on 

01/07/1955. Later on the State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banks) Act was 

passed in 1959. 

Banking Network in Nuapada District 

The district has branches of almost all nationalized banks, SBI and 

major private banks. Besides, the Utkal Gramya Bank has a number of 
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branches in the district. The State Bank of India (SBI) was the first to start its 

branches in the district. Initially, the SBI opened its branches at Khariar-

Road, Nuapada, Komna, Khariar and Boden and Sinapali. But gradually it 

expanded to other smaller places such as Karlakot, Singjhar etc. At present, 

there are 13 branches of SBI in the District with a total deposit of Rs.703.00 

crores as on 31.03.2015. The total advance as on 31.03.2015 is Rs.164.53 

crores. Most of the government transactions are done through the SBI 

branches. The details of bank branches in the district are as follows: 

List of Bank branches opening in Nuapada District 

State Bank of India Name of the Branch 

1 

  

Nuapada ADB 
2 Nuapada 
3 Khariar Road 
4 Khariar 
5 Kureswar 
6 Komna 
7 Boden 
8 Sinapali ADB 
9 Singjhar 
10 Karlakote 
11 Tukula 
12 Khariar Evening Branch. 
13 Khariar Road Bazaar Branch 

Utkal Gramya Bank  

1 

 

Nuapada 
2 Dharambandha 
3 Saipala 
4 Lakhna 
5 Bhela 
6 Udyanbandh 
7 Khariar Road 
8 Tarbod 
9 Budhikomna 
10 Khariar 
11 Bargaon 
12 Karangamal 
13 Nilji 
14 Kendumunda 
15 Hatibandha 
16 Sinapali 
17 Duajhar 
18 Tukula 
19 Khaira 

 
Other Nationalized and Private Banks  
1 Bank of India Khariar 
2 Bank of Baroda Nuapada 
3 United Bank of  India Nuapada 
4 Punjab National Bank Nuapada 
5 Punjab National Bank Khariar Road 
6 UCO Bank Khariar Road 
7 UCO Bank Nuapada 
8 Central Bank of India Khariar Road 
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9 Central Bank of India Nuapada 
10 Union Bank of India Nuapada 
11 Union Bank of India Khariar Road 
12 Canara Bank Nuapada 
13 Canara Bank Michhapali 
14 Allahabad Bank Nuapada 
15 Axis Bank Ltd. Nuapada 
16 Axis Bank Ltd. Khariar 
17 HDFC Bank Ltd. Khariar Road 
18 BCCB Khariar Road 
19 BCCB Komna 
20 BCCB Khariar 
21 BCCB Sinapali 

 

Apart from SBI and its subsidiaries, there are some other major 

nationalized banks operating in the district. Today in Nuapada district we 

have 14 branches of such banks. The leading among them are Bank of 

India, Allahabad bank, Andhra Bank etc. They are located mostly at the 

three urban centres namely Nuapada, Khariar and Khariar Road. The total 

deposit of all the 14 branches of these nationalised banks as on 31.03.2015 

is Rs.143.31crores and the total advance as on 31.03.2015 is Rs.47.23 

crores. 

Apart from these nationalised banks some private banks are also 

operating in Nuapada district.  The leading among private banks functioning 

in the district are Axis bank, ICICI, HDFC etc. Axis bank has its branches at 

Nuapada and Khariar, HDFC bank has its branch at Khariar- Road and ICICI 

Bank has its branch at Nuapada. 

The total deposits of private Banks as on 31.03.2015 is Rs.62.21 crores 

and the total advance in these private Banks as on 31.03.2015 is Rs.2.24 

crores. 

Utkal Gramya Bank 

The Utkal Gramya bank, earlier known as Kalahandi Anchalika Gramya 

Bank (KAGB), is the key player in rural economy. This is sponsored by the 

SBI. It has its branches in most of the rural centres including of course the 

urban centres. At present there are 19 branches of Utkala Gramya Bank 

(UGB) operating in the District. The share Capital of UGB is held by the 

Central Government, the sponsoring Bank and the State Government in the 

ratio of 50:35:15 

The total deposits of all the 19 branches of UGB in the District as on 

31.03.2015 is Rs.155.38 crores and the total advance as on 31.03.2015 is 

Rs.124.50 crores. Utkala Gramya Bank (UGB) has been extending rural 

credit in a big way as can be seen from the advance given by this bank. 

 



 
 

182 

 

The Bhawanipatna Central Cooperative Bank (BCCB) 

The Bhawanipatna Central Co-operative Bank Ltd. (BCCB Ltd.) with 

headquarters at Bhawanipatna has four branches in Nuapada district i.e. 

Khariar Road, Komna, Khariar and Sinapali. This bank is also a major player 

in agriculture sector and rural credit. There are many Service Cooperatives 

Societies under this bank.  

The total deposits of all the 4 branches of the BCCB in Napata district 

as on 31.03.2015 is Rs.61.93Crores and the total advance amount as on 

31.03.2015 is Rs.68.35 crores. 

Thus there are 53 branches of nationalised and private banks operating 

in Nuapada district at present. The details are given as under:  

Total Number of Banks 

Sl. No. Public Sector Banks   No. of Branches 

1 State Bank of India   13 

2 Other Nationalized banks Others   14 

Private Sector Banks 

3 RRB (Utkal Gramya Bank)   19 

4 Cooperative Bank (BCCB)   4 

 Other Private Banks  3 

 Total   53 

    Bank wise Spread of Branches 

 
 Nuapada Komna Khariar Boden Sinapali Total 

SBI 4 2 3 2 2 13 
Other 
PSBs 

12 1 1   14 

Pvt. 
Banks 

2  1   3 

UGB 4 5 4 2 4 19 
BCCB 1 1 1  1 4 
Total: 23 9 10 4 7 53 

 

There are 108 Grama Panchayats in the District and out of these as 

many as 87 Grama Panchayats are yet to be covered under banking 

network. The Block-wise details are given in the following table:  

Self Help Groups (SHG) 

The SHGs are self managed homogeneous group of economically 

backward people. They are usually engaged in promoting thrift and credit 

activities. Normally the membership in one group varies from 10 to 15. This 

SHG sector has been seen as an economic movement to boost rural 

economy and provide accessibility for the rural poor towards formal financial 

situations, especially banks. It aims at inculcating the banking habits among 
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them as to liberate them from the jaws of the exploitative mechanism of 

informal credit sector such as the moneylenders and other private bodies.  

In Nuapada district also SHG movement has taken a quantum leap 

forward. The government and non-government organisations are trying to 

organise the rural poor, especially women around the philosophy.  

A typical SHG comprises like-minded individual who volunteer to save 

small amount of money in a common poll, out of which loans are given to 

member for meeting their requirement as decided by the group. The group 

members take collective decision on all matters including those relating to 

terms and credit viz., monthly contribution, rate of interest, repayment period 

etc. They have exclusive close supervision on utilization of loans and exert 

peer and moral pressure on the member to continue saving and repay loan 

and make regular contribution. 

The saving is used either for individual group investment or for 

consumptive use. When the group matures the members enter into income 

generating activities through micro entrepreneur activities either as group or 

on individual basis. The Banks give them loan on the basis of their savings. 

Their pooled resources are supplemental by external resources, i.e. Bank 

credit, Government Subsidy etc. Gradually they gain confidence and in the 

process their bargaining power also increases.  

Apart from mere thrift and credit activities the SHGs in Nuapada district 

are widening their activities and have begun to assume responsibility in the 

social and political arena too. This has been possible due to the various 

awareness programme and capacity measures taken up by different NGOs 

and the government. This is the long term perspective of the SHGs. Now the 

SHGs are actively participating in different social activities of their village 

concerning for general welfare such as drinking water problem, education of 

the children, construction of road etc. Many SHGs are seen mobilising to 

make their villages‘ child labour free and are constantly creating awareness 

against distress migration. Over the years, since the SHG intervention, 

participation of women has increased substantially at the grass root political 

institutions such as Palli Sabha and Grama Sabha.  

By virtue of SHG movement in Nuapada district women empowerment 

has gained momentum and they are largely visible in the rural areas. There 

are many examples of rural women raising tirade against liquor and other 

such social evils in their areas. Now the SHGs have federated themselves at 

the block level which has given more strength to their organisation. In 

Nuapada district there are 4570 number of SHGs promoted by both 

Government and non-Government organisation.   
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Insurance 

Insurance is a protection against financial loss arising out of the 

happening of an unexpected event. Insurance policy helps in not only 

mitigating risks but also provides a financial assurance against adverse 

conditions and loss suffered. For this the consumer has to pay a premium 

amount. Earlier insurance meant only life insurance, but these days there 

are a number of general insurance companies also.  

Life Insurance  

Insurance policies cover the risk of life against death due to accident, 

disease etc. It assures lucrative return at maturity apart from covering the 

risk. There is also facility of income tax exemption on LIC deposit up to a 

certain limit. The only public sector life insurance in the country is LIC of 

India. It was founded on 01.09.1956 with the passage of the LIC of India Act 

by the Parliament on 19.06.1956. In Nuapada district there is one LIC office 

at the District headquarters and one satellite office at Khariar. Earlier the LIC 

policies were regulated from its head office at Bhawanipatna. But with the 

establishment of its Nuapada office all the old policies have also been 

transferred to Nuapada office. Apart from Development Officers there are a 

number of LIC Agents to mobilise premium and provide service to the 

customers.  

     The total number of policies (Cumulative) in Nuapada district is 

Rs.66,920. There are 17 plans currently in vogue and the important plans 

are1- Endorsement Plan, 2- Money back Plan, 3- Fixed deposit Plan, 4- 

Pension Plan, 5-Health Plan. In 2014-15, the total amount of premium 

collected was Rs.7.50 crores covering 5186 number of policy holders in the 

district.  

Public Sector General Insurance 

In addition to life insurance there is also provision of insurance for 

goods and commodities such as motor vehicles, house, jewellery, electronic 

gadgets etc. The leading general insurance companies are United India 

Insurance Co. Ltd., New India Assurance Co. Ltd., The Oriental Insurance 

Co. Ltd., National Insurance Co. Ltd. In Nuapada district there is only one 

sub-office of United India Insurance Company at Khariar which was also 

opened only last year. The other companies operate through their agents.  

Crop Insurance 

Crop insurance is purchased by agricultural producers including 

farmers to protect themselves against loss of their crop due to natural 

disaster such as drought, floods etc. 
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National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) is being implemented 

by the Agricultural Insurance Company (AIC) of India Ltd. a company owned 

by the Government of India. 

The crops such as Paddy, Groundnut, Maize, Cotton, Red Gram 

(Arhar) and Banana were covered under crop insurance in Nuapada district 

for Kharif-2015. 

In the context of Nuapada district crop insurance has come as a boon 

giving the much needed respite to the farmers. Nuapada district is marked 

by frequent drought or drought-like situation and long dry spells causing crop 

damage. Hence this crop insurance is giving immense benefit to the farmers.  

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

‗The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana‘ (PMJDY) is a national mission 

for financial Inclusion to ensure access to financial activities such as savings 

and deposit, remittance of credit, insurance and pension is an affordable 

manner. This is seen as an ambitious plan for providing financial inclusion to 

the deprived masses. 

Account can be opened at any branch or business correspondent 

(Bank Mitra) outlet. PMJDM are opened with zero balance However if the a/c 

holders wishes to get cheque book, he/she will have to fulfil the minimum 

balance criteria. 

The procedure for opening these accounts has been made simple so 

as to provide easy access to the banking network. There are a number of 

benefits under this scheme. The account holders will get accidental 

insurance coverage in addition to the interest on deposit. Unlike other 

accounts there is no need to maintain minimum balance and the 

beneficiaries of the Government scheme will get direct benefit through (DBT) 

in this account. There is also provision of over draft up to Rs.5000/-. In all the 

banks of Nuapada district, both public sector and private sector PMJDY A/C 

are being opened to ensure universal banking access to the people. This is 

helping to inculcate banking habit among the poor people of the district apart 

from rescuing them from exploitation by the middlemen as subsidy and other 

funds are directly credited to their account.  

Central Cooperative Bank 

There is no exclusive co-operative bank in Nuapada district. However, 

there are 4 branches of Bhawanipatna Central Cooperative Bank Ltd, 

functioning at Khariar Road, Komna, Khariar and Sinapali Block under which 

26 PACSs have been engaged for financing short-term and medium-term 

loan to the needy farmers. These branches have been functioning since 
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21.3.1966, 10.1.1992, 27.6.1987 and 10.1.1981 respectively and have 

covered the entire district. They are performing a pivotal role towards the 

agricultural credit in the district. All the branches have been computerised 

and CBS is being introduced. The head office of these branches is at 

Bhawanipatna. These branches are the only financing agencies to finance 

all the Cooperative Societies (PACS) affiliated to them. They also carry on 

other banking business like accepting various types of deposits from its 

affiliated Societies and the public. The membership of the branches is 

consisted of 26 nos. of PACS as on 31.3.2015. 

These branches have a working capital of Rs.8448.17 lakh and they 

have invested Rs. 8662.17 lakh with their affiliated 26 PACS and other 

public. The loan outstanding position of the branches is Rs.6897.80 lakh as 

on 31.3.2015. These branches have earned net profit of Rs. 101.40 lakh 

during the year 2014-15.  

Cooperative Agriculture and Rural Development Bank (CARD Bank) 

There is one Cooperative Agriculture and Rural Development Bank 

functioning in Nuapada district since 12.7.1966. The main objective of the 

bank is to uplift socio-economic condition of its members by providing long 

term Agricultural and non-agricultural loan. 

The membership position of the bank as on 31.3.2015 is 13605 and 

paid up share capital is Rs.16.79 lakh. The working capital, loan outstanding 

and borrowing position is Rs.121.89, Rs.39.13 and Rs.193.48 lakh 

respectively. During the year 2014-15 the bank has sustained net loss of 

Rs.84.16 lakh and the accumulated loss was Rs.313.77 lakh. Due to 

continuous heavy loss, the financial position is not good. Now it is in 

moribund condition. No new investment of loan has been made since the 

last four years.  

Primary Agricultural Cooperative Societies (PACS)/Service Cooperative 

Societies 

There are 26 Primary Agricultural Cooperative Societies (PACS) 

working under Nuapada district with a total membership of 82,553. These 

Societies are functioning at the village level as the agency to provide ST, MT 

loan for agricultural purpose, to distribute agricultural inputs like fertiliser and 

seeds etc. They are also procuring paddy from the farmers of the locality as 

the agent of the OSCSC, Odisha. These PACS are having working capital of 

Rs.6815.86 Lakh as on 30.6. 2015 of which, the paid up capital is Rs.723.15 

lakh. The Reserve funds and deposits are Rs.51.56 lakh and 511.94 lakh 

respectively. 
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The achievement of the PACS for the last three years with regards to 

loans and advances to farmers, supply of fertiliser, seeds and procurement 

of paddy is given below. 

Loan Status 

Year Khariff(April- Sept) Rabi (Oct-March) Total 

No. of 
farmers 

Amount in 
Lakh  

No. of 
farmers 

Amount in 
Lakh  

2012-13 7825 2286.42 5268 1783.67 4070.09 

2013-14 9331 2618.01 6567 2256.62 4874.63 

2014-15 9726 3327.86 6250 2312.25 5640.11 

2015-16 (up 
to 15.6.2015) 

4160 1437.45   1437.45 

Fertilizer Supply Status 

Year Rabi (Oct-March) in 
Quintal 

Khariff(April- Sept) in Quintal  Total 

2012-13 6182.50 68550.00  74732.50 

2013-14 7464.18 57192.38 64656.56 

2014-15 7395.50 26227.00 (as on 21.7.15)                 33622.50 

 
Seed Selling Status 

Year  No. of Farmers Seed in Quintal 
2012-13 2843 2598.00 
2013-14 4879 3427.60 
2014-15 4274 3354.70 

 
Paddy Procurement Status 
 

Year Khariff(April- Sept) Rabi (Oct-March) Total 

No. of 

farmers 

Amount in 

Lakh 

No. of 

farmers 

Amount in 

Lakh 

2012-13 22394 855728.60 3630 146764 1002492.97 

2013-14 20725 787835.06 3700 183362.71  
971197.77 

2014-15 20763 801574.53   6617 276301.60 1077876.13 

 

House Building Cooperative Societies (HBCS) 

There is one House Building Cooperative Society functioning since the 

year 1979 in Nuapada district with a membership of 306 as on 31.3.15. The 

working capital of the Society is Rs.17.27 lakh of which paid up share capital 

is Rs.1.92 lakh. The Society has invested Rs.8.71 lakh with its members for 

construction of building. Till date 42 nos. of building have been constructed. 

No new finance has been made due to the poor financial condition of the 

Society. It has sustained a net loss of Rs.0.19 lakh during the year 2014-15. 

The accumulate loss is Rs.3.99 lakh.  
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Regional Cooperative Marketing Society Ltd. (RCMS) 

One marketing Society namely Nuapada Regional Cooperative 

marketing Society Ltd has been functioning in the district since March 1966. 

The membership of the Society consists of 30 individual and 26 PACS. The 

working capital, share capital, reserve fund and deposits of the Society are 

Rs.36.86 lakh, 14.00 lakh, 6.04 lakh and Rs.1.05 lakh respectively. The 

business operation of the Society is almost nil. Since the year 2009-10 the 

financial condition of the Society is not good and it is running in a moribund 

condition. 

Wholesale Cooperative Store (WCS) 

 There is one Whole Sale Consumer Store functioning at Khariar 

Road after being registered since the year 1978 with the membership of 287 

individuals and 26 PACSs. The working capital, share capital, reserve fund 

and deposits are Rs.5.89 lakh, 2.61 lakh, 0.01 lakh and nil respectively. The 

Society deals with PDS commodities like, K.oil, Wheat, Rice etc. The 

turnover of the Society during the year 2014-15 was Rs.5.75 lakh. The 

Society sustained net loss of Rs.0.73 during the year 201415 and the 

accumulated loss as on 30.6.15 is 14.73 lakh. 

Regulated Market Committee 

The Khariar Road Regulated Market Committee was established on the 

7
th
September, 1960. The market area comprises Beltukuri, Kuliabandha, 

Tarbod, Bhela, Kandetare Komna, Pendrwan Grama Panchayat Parkod, 

Darlimunda, Khariar Road Grama Panchayat, Dharambandha, Sarabang, 

Lakhna, Komna, Nuapada Grama Panchayat, Tarbod, Bhela, Kandetara, 

Komna, Pendrwan Grama Panchayat, Bargaon, Khaira, Bhojpur, Dwajwara, 

Tukula, Khariar, Boden Grama Panchayat, Kendumunda, Hatibandha, 

Niljee, Karngamal and Sinapali Grama Panchayat. The management is 

carried on by a market committee consisting of 15 members with the 

chairmanship of the Collector and District Magistrate, Nuapada. The 

Regulated Market Committee provides different infrastructural facilities to 

farmers and traders of Nuapada district to promote marketing facilities at ten 

location / market places. The infrastructures include open platform, water 

supply, drying platform, high mast lights, cattle shed, market shed, internal 

cc roads with seal coating, paved platform, pucca drain, shopping complex, 

market complex, electric weigh bridge, Krushak Bhavan, 1250 MT Godowns, 

tube well etc. These infrastructure facilities have been provided by the RMS 

out of its own fund and the funds from Government partly. 

The following are declared as regulated commodities for this regulated 

market. These include Cotton, Chana, Turmeric, Ginger, Egg, Amla, 
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Sunhemp, Khesari, Coconut, Poultry, Lac, Groundnut, Sassamum, Pig, 

Honey, Wheat,  Linseed, Cotton,  Hides, skins and boxes, Resin, Paddy, 

Nigar, Mahua seed, Fish and dry fish,  Bahada, Ragi, Mustard, Sal seed, 

Crab, Harida, Kusum, Sabai & rope, Baz Biri, Garlic, Gunjan, Paddy storm, 

Maize, Mung, Coriander, Neem, Saltleaves, Suan, Kulthi, Kandula, Chillies, 

Gurand molasses,  Kendu leaves, Ric, Buta, Masoor, Betel leaf, Tal gud, 

Mahua flowers, Sujo, Jawar, and Maida. 

The animals which are included in the list are cattle, sheep, goat and cow 

and from bird poultry is included.        

  The following table shows the name of commodities, quantity sold 

and their value during 2013-14 (1
st
 November, 2013 to 31

th
 October 2014  

Table-54: Status of Agriculture Products sold (2013-14) 
 

Name of commodities Quantity sold ( in quintals ) Value 
Paddy 12,1,8951.33 1,59,68,26,242.00 
Cotton  13,336.00 5,48,91,000.00 
Maize 30,087.00 3,85,68,200.00 

  
 
RMC-wise Market Infrastructure 
  
Sl. 

No. 

Name of the 

market 

Market Infrastructure provided by RMC 

Name of the Infrastructure 

 Khariar Road Open Platform    

Open Platform No.II   

Water supply Arrangement 

Drying Platform 

High Mast Light. 

Cattle Shed 

Market Shed. 

Internal CC Road with seal coating   

Paved platform 2 Nos. 

Paved platform No.1 

Pucca drain 

Shopping Complex (10 Rooms)  

M. Complex  II (6 Rooms) 

M. Complex I (6 Rooms )  

Elect. Weigh Bridge  

Krushak Bhawan 

Godown 1250 M.T 

Tube well  2 Nos. 

 

1 1. Kurumpuri 

 

Office cum godown 

Open plat form 

Drying plat form  

Tube well  

Tube well  

Market complex 

Auction hall  
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Construction of C.Wall 

Construction of pave yard  

Construction of cover shed 2 nos.  

Small godown 10nos.  

2. Tarbod Office cum godown 

Open plat form  

Drying plat form  

Boundary wall 

Market complex 

Auction hall 

Construction of cover shed 2 nos. 

Const.of Toilet block  

Fitting of shutter 

Sinking of tube well  

3. Udyanbandh Office cum godown 

Auction hall 

Market shed  

Compound wall 

Highmust light 

Drying plat form  

Krushak bazaar 

Tube well 

RCC culvert  

Open plat form  

Farmer rest shed  

Open drying plat form 

C.C road  

 Market complex 10 nos. 

Const. of internal pave yard  

Const. of water supply arrangement  

Const. of cover shed  

2 nos. 

Sinking of tube well  

 

4 Boden 

 

Office cum godown 

Auction hall 

Cattle parking shed  

Open plat form  

Drying plat form  

Tube well 

Cover shed  

Open plat form  

Cattle parking shed  

Pindi 

 

5. Neljee Office cum godown 

Auction hall 

Market shed  

Drying plat form 

Tube well 

 

6. Khariar  Office-cum-godown 
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 Auction Hall. 

Open plat form. 

Tube well. 

Internal C.C Road. 

Elect. Weigh bridges  

Onion cold storage  

1250 M.T. Godown. 

  

Commercial Tax  

Trade and commerce are fairly developed at railhead. Trade and 

commerce of Nuapada district are mainly agro-based and forest based. The 

main exports are rice, rice bran, oilseeds, pulses, kendub leaves, mahua 

flower, timber, bamboo, myrobalan, firewood, siali rope, tamarind and chilli. 

A considerable amount of chudda (flattened rice) is exported to different 

places. The export of timber means draining away teak wood from the 

district and this happened in larger scale in the past. The main imports are 

sugar, wheat, kerosene, fertilisers, diesel, petrol, salt, potato, cement, tiles, 

gunny bags, iron and steel goods, oil, clothes, stationery, grocery, 

medicines, agricultural implements and utensils. The trade of this district is 

done mostly with Raipur in Chhattisgarh state and other parts of our state. 

Out of the total number of registered dealers of 1523 a total of 120 

dealers are engaged in wholesale trade, 750 in retail trade and 653 in 

miscellaneous business. Again, out of the total 1173 dealers are doing 

business in town areas and 350 are operating in rural areas. There are 190 

shops including shop cum residence and restaurants in the district. 

In April, 2010, there were 80 licensed wholesale traders of which 30 

traders were engaged in agricultural commodities and 50 traders in non-

agricultural commodities. There were 415 licensed retail traders. Besides, 

there were many un-licensed retail traders and small shopkeepers in 

different towns and rural areas. 

The following figures show the number of registered dealers in the 

district during the years 2010-11 to 2014-15: 

No. of Registered Dealers 
Year Under the OVAT Act Under CST Act 
2010-11 894 395 
2011-12 960 429 
2012-13 1061 477 
2013-14 1264 526 
2014-15 1523 563 

The dealers in rural areas carry on business mostly in articles of daily 

consumptions of the local people such as groceries, cereals, pulses, edible 

oil, sugar, and spices. The shops in the urban areas are comparatively better 
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equipped to meet the requirements of the town people as well as the rural 

people. The main commercial centres of the districts are Khariar road, 

Nuapada, Komna, Khariar, Sinapali and Boden. Besides, trade and 

commerce on a small scale have also developed in important rural centres 

like Sarabang, Dharmbandha, Lakhna, Udyanbandh, Hatibandha and 

Tukula. The following are the main business centres of the district. 

Nuapada: Nuapada is the district headquarters. It is connected with 

railway and also by all weather motorable roads with Bolangir, Kalahandi, 

Bargarh, and Raipur. There are around 50 registered dealers and around 50 

small shop keepers in Nuapada town who carry on business mostly in 

grocery, sugar, clothes, medicines, utensils, cycle, and cycle parts, cement, 

Petrol, diesel, lubricants, marble and tiles and other consumer goods.  

Khariar Road: Khariar Road is the main business centre of the district. 

It is an Industrial and business town on the River Jonk. It is linked with 

railway. It is an important trade centre having trade links mostly with Raipur 

in Chhattisgarh state. There are around 300 registered dealers and around 

100 small shop keepers in Khariar Road town who carry on business mostly 

in grocery, sugar, clothes and readymade garments, medicines, utensils, 

cycle, and cycle parts ,gold and silver ornaments, seasonal goods ,cement, 

fertilisers, pesticides, Petrol, Diesel, Lubricants, marble, tiles, automobile 

parts, motor cycle and other consumer goods.  

A weekly market, which is the largest in Nuapada district, is held here 

every Tuesday. The place is inhabited by many well to do traders both whole 

sellers and retailers. There is a regulated market here.  

Komna: Komna is situated at a distance of 40 kilometres from the 

district headquarters.  It is a small business centre. There are small retailers 

doing business in grocery, sugar, stationery, hardware goods, clothes and 

medicines. 

Khariar: Khariar is an important and the fastest growing town in 

Nuapada district which lies midway between Nuapada and Bhawanipatna. 

There are around 200 registered dealers and around 100 small shop 

keepers in Khariar town who carry on business mostly in grocery, sugar, 

clothes, & readymade garments medicines, utensils, cycle, and cycle parts 

,gold and silver ornaments, seasonal goods ,cement, fertilisers, pesticides, 

Petrol, Diesel, Lubricants, marble,  tiles, motor cycle, tractor, automobile 

parts and other consumer goods. Due to its location wise advantage people 

from Khariar, Boden, Komna and Sinapali blocks of the district, Bangomunda 

block of Bolangir district and the neighbouring parts of Kalahandi and 

Chhattisgarh also depend upon this town.  
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The place is well known for its trading in Paddy, oilseeds, pulses and 

seasonal goods. The weekly market on Friday is an ideal centre for the trade 

and cattle trade as well.  

Sinapali: Sinapali is a small town in Nuapada district which is situated 

at a distance of around 110 kilometres from district headquarters. There are 

around 50 registered dealers and around 50 numbers of small shopkeepers. 

There are small retailers doing business in grocery, sugar, stationery, 

hardware goods, clothes and medicines 

Boden: Boden is a small town in Nuapada District which is situated at a 

distance of around 110 kilometres from district headquarters. There are 

around 20 numbers of registered dealers and around 10 numbers of small 

shopkeepers. There are small retailers doing business in grocery, stationery, 

hardware goods, clothes and medicines. 

In rural areas, greater portion of local trade is carried on at various 

markets (Hats) usually held once or twice a week. At these markets (Hats), 

villagers dispose off their surplus stocks of rice, grain and other local 

produce and make purchases of clothes, readymade garments, utensils, 

spices, sweetmeat, tobacco, kerosene oil, salt, fancy articles, foot-wears etc. 

These markets are the most important channels of agricultural marketing of 

the district. Local people come to these markets with their agricultural and 

forest products from a distance of about 10 to 15 kilometres. Merchants from 

town areas come to these markets for purchasing goods at cheaper rate. 

Trade in cattle is carried on in big weekly market. Fowl and eggs are also 

available in the markets.  
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CHAPTER- VII 

 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 
 

Old Time Trade Routes  

In the medieval age and even up to 19
th
 century the district of Nuapada 

was almost inaccessible for lack of communication. The dense forests 

infested by wild animals and numerous hill streams made journey difficult in 

this region. During the 4
th 

century C.E. Samudra Gupta led his army through 

the territory of Mahakantar of which the district of Nuapada formed a part.
68

 

Two of the ancient trade routes from the Central Provinces passed through 

this district. One of these routes was from Vizianagaram to Raipur through 

Bhawanipatna, Raj Khariar, Nuapada, and Mahasamund in Chhattisgarh. 

The other route was from Khariar to Berhampur through Titilagarh, Belgaon, 

Madanpur Rampur, Baliguda and Bhanjanagar of Ganjam district through 

the Kalinga-ghat. Both these routes were famous for transportation of salt 

and other commodities to the Central Provinces and beyond
1
 

Grammarian Panini refers to Taitali Janapada, a territory west of 

Kalinga as a famous trade centre for rhinoceros hides. This Taitali Janapada 

comprised of a part of Nuapada district and a part of Bolangir District, 

centering on Titilagarh town. 

One can have idea about the trade routes existing in this region during 

the mid-19
th
 century from the report of Captain A.C. Mc. Neill. On the 12

th
 

May, 1857, Captain A.C. Mc. Neill, officiating Agent in the Hill Tracts of 

Orissa, sent a report to the Secretary, Government of India in which he wrote 

―many were the complaints made to me by Brinjaries and other traders of the 

amount of transit duties which they had to pay between the coast and 

Chuttesghur amounting, as they stated, to the sum of Rs. 256/4 (Rs.256.25) 

on one hundred laden bullocks. In addition to this, a further charge was 

made at Rayaghur, while on their way to the coast for salt‖.
 

Prior to 1923, all the roads were being constructed by bethi labour. With 

the abolition of bethi and beggar in 1923-24 there was a great impact on 

road communication. The ex-Zamindar of Khariar has only cart tracks for 

communication up to 1860. A road from Arang to Khariar was opened up in 

1861, for construction of which the Zamindar had made a gift of 

necessary land. After a few year wells were also dug by him at every 

third mile (near about 5 kilometres) of the road to provide drinking 

water to travellers. This road served as a very important trade rout as 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

68
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different kinds of commercial commodities were used to be 

transported from Chhattisgarh area towards the East Cost.  

After the transfer of Khariar to Orissa in 1936, the Provincial 

Government started construction of a road from Padampur to Nuapada with 

a view to provide direct link between coastal Odisha and Khariar. This all –

weather road, 51 kilometres in length, was completed in 1946. 

In the days when mechanized vehicle were not seen in this region, the 

Zamindar and other aristocrats used palanquin, horses and elephants as 

conveyance. Common people depend on bullock carts, bhara and bullock for 

the purpose of transport.  

After Independence, though various programmes were taken up for the 

construction of new roads and for the improvement of old ones, the district 

remained relatively under-developed from the communication point of view 

up to 1993. The District Statistical Handbook, Nuapada, 2005 gives a clear 

picture of the road communication in Nuapada. As per this report the district 

has one National 

Highway. Further one of the Major district roads connects two of the 

National Highways (No.59 and 238) which run from Gopalpur to Bombay. 

Three State Highways   pass through this district and they maintain direct 

communication with all the adjoining districts of Odisha and Chhattisgarh. 

Nuapada is well connected by all weather communication with 

Bhawanipatna, Bargarh, Bolangir, Sambalpur, the headquarters of 

Kalahandi, Bargarh, Bolangir and Sambalpur district respectively. It is also 

well connected with all important towns of Odisha including the capital 

Bhubaneswar. The following is an account of the roads in the district. 

National Highway covers 93 kilometres of the district, State Highway 

runs around 40 kilometres, major district roads and other district road cover 

52 kilometres and 233 kilometres respectively. These roads connect all five 

blocks and three NACs of the district. Panchayat Samiti roads, Gram 

Panchayat roads and village road runs 504 kilometres, 4133 kilometres and 

262 kilometres respectively. There is also Forest roads through 113 

kilometres connecting the remotest and inaccessible pockets of the district. 

The old road connects Sohela (Bargarh District) with Nuapada and 

Khariar. The length of this all-weather road in the district is 94.2 kilometres. 

The other important places through which it passes in the district are Torbod 

and Komna. The entire length of the road is black–topped. There are 

inspection bungalows at Nawapara and Khariar. Besides, there are also rest 

houses at Tarbod and Komna. This has been improved a lot and Nuapada to 

Amlapali via Khariar part of it comes under the National Highway. 
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A State road starts from Bhawanipatna and joins the National Highway 

at Khariar which leads to Nuapada and terminates at Chhattisgarh border. 

The length of this black-topped road in the district is 112.8 kilometres. There 

is one Inspection bungalows at Khariar Road, Nuapada, Komna, Khariar and 

a Circuit Houser at Nuapada. 

Fifty five kilometres of roads are maintained by the three urban local 

bodies of the district. Of these roads, 19.88 kilometres is under the Khariar 

Road Notified Area Council, 13.50 kilometres under the Nuapada Notified 

area Council and 21.62 kilometres under the Notified Area Council, Khariar. 

Earlier bullock carts were playing an important part for transportation of 

goods both in rural and urban areas of the district. But now bulks of goods 

on main roads are, however, carried by trucks, mini trucks etc. 

All the towns of the district have cycle rickshaw and auto rickshaw. 

Cycle is commonly used throughout the district. The following number of 

vehicles have been registered in the Regional Transport Office (RTO), 

Nuapada up to 29 -03-2016. 

  

Regional Transport Office, RTO, Nuapada 

Vehicle Class-wise Registrations during 18-06-2020 to 29-03-2016 

 

Registration Status 

 
Sl.No Vehicle Class Number of Vehicles 

Registration 

1 MOTOR CYCLE 18997 

2 MOPED 1927 

3 SCOTER /MOPED 1701 

4 TRACTOR ( COMMERCIAL) 962 

5 TRAILER ( COMMERCIAL) 942 

6 L.M.V. ( CAR-P) 749 

7 L.M.V. ( JEEP/GYPSY-P) 286 

8 PICKUP VAN 278 

9 TRACTOR ( AGRICULTURE) 270 

10 L.M.V. ( JEE3P/GYPSY-CC) 179 

11 LIGHT GOODS VEHICLE 178 

12 MAXI CAB 89 

13 MEDIUM GOODS VEHICLE 58 

14 HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE 51 

15 THREE WHEELER (PASSENGER) 45 

16 BUS (SC) 38 

17 SCHOOL BUS 28 

18 AMBULANCE 16 

19 JEEP TAXI 12 

20 L.M.V. (CAR)(CC) 9 

21 THREE WHWEELER ( GOODS) 8 
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22 L.M.V. ( VAN-P) 7 

23 L.M.V. ( VAN-CC) 6 

24 CAR TAXI 6 

25 MINI BUS (SC) 6 

26 TRACTOR ( PRIVATE) 4 

27 PRIVATE SERVICE VEHICLE 4 

28 MOTOR CYCLE ( IMP) 3 

29 OMNI BUS ( PASS) (CC) 3 

30 LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 3 

31 VEHICLE FITTED DRILLING RIGS 3 

32 LIGHT MOTER VEHICLE 1 

33 UTILITY VAN 1 

34 DELUX BUS 1 

35 DELIVERY VAN 1 

36 FORK LIFT 1 

37 VEHICLE FITTED WITH GENERATOR 1 

       Total   26874 

Biju Expressway 

It is a mega road communication project measuring 650 kilometres. 

Starting from Chandili (Boarder village in Koraput District) and it touched 

border towns / Markets / centres such as Kotpad, Boriguma, Nawarangpur, 

Papadahandi, Ambpani, Godbhanga, Dharamgarh, then entering into 

Nuapada District through Sinapali, Bhella, Nuapada, it passes through 

Nuapada District to touch Paikmal, Padampur, Sohela, Sambalpur, 

Jharsuguda, Sundargarh and finally reaches Rourkela. The total length of 

Biju Expressway from Kalahandi Nuapada boarder to Bargarh Nuapada 

boarder is approximately 122 kilometres. This project will have a far reaching 

consequence in the communication system of the district. 

Maintenance of Road by R&B department 

R&B department is in charge of maintenance of 29 kilometres of State 

highway, 52 kilometres of Major District Road and 224 kilometres of Other 

District Road. 

Road Transport 

There are both public and private bus services in Nuapada district. In 

the past there were regular Transport offices at Khariar and Khariar-Road. 

There were regular bus service to Cuttack, Sambalpur, Khariar-Road, 

Bhawanipatna, Kantabanji and Titilagarh etc. In fact before the private bus 

service began in the district in 1981-82, the government bus service 

happened to be the lifeline of the people. The Transport offices of this district 

were under the control of the DTM, Bolangir. But now only a handful of 

government buses are plying in the district and the Transport Offices have 

been shifted from the district.  
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Rail Communication 

The Vizainagaram-Raipur broad gauge railway line of the South – 

Eastern Railways which passes through the district was projected as a 

famine relief measure with an estimate cost of Rs.2 crores in 1899.  The 

work of this line started in 1923 and was duly completed and opened to 

traffic in 1932. The line enters the district at Khariar Road, the western point, 

then proceeding south-east direction it touches Nuapada and ends. After 

touching Lakhna station it enters Bolangir district at a short distance from 

Lakhna. The total mileage of the railway in the district is 31.67 kilometres.  

Khariar Road railway station is the major railway junction of the district 

where all major express trains have provisions of haulting. The Nuapada 

railway station is very small in size. Except Durg-Puri intercity express no 

other major express makes its halting at this station. There is regular public 

demand for up-gradation of this station to provide benefit to the public who 

are residing in the district head quarters. The major expresses which are 

running through the district having stoppage at Khariar road are as follows: 

Train No Name of the Train 

18212 Jagdalpur - Durg Express 

58218 Raipur -Titilagarh express 

18518 Visakhapatnam - Korba express 

12993 Gaandhidham - Puri express 

18422 Ajmer - Puri express 

18425 Puri - Durg express 

58208 Bhawanipatna- Raipur passenger 

12994 Puri - Gandhidham express 

18405 Puri - Ahmadabad express 

58527 Raipur -Visakhapatnam express 

58530 Visakhapatnam - Durg express 

12808 Samata Express 

18408 Sainagar Shirdi - Puri express 

18407 Puri - Sainagar Shirdi express 

12146 BBSR - Mumbai LTT 

18421 Puri - Ajmer express 

17482 Tirupati - Bilaspur express 

185 Visakhapatnam - Bhagat ki Kothi express 

12807 Samata express 

Airfield 

There is only one airfield located at Goutma at a distance of six 

kilometres from Nuapada and is connected with the district headquarters by 

an all- weather road. The airfield is meant for small planes only. On the 15
th
 

April, 1966, a helicopter carrying the Prime Minister of India landed on this 

field.  
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As stated earlier the means of communication in the olden days were 

by the pack–bullocks, bullock-carts, elephants, horses and dolas. Fear of 

theft was great and attack on the pedestrians was frequent. The fear of 

attack from wild animals and lack of proper communication facilities made 

any journey a veritable nightmare. The district is now more open with a 

number of good roads connecting to the interior. Apart from public buses 

which carry passengers to important places of the district, private buses, 

taxis are also available for long journey from Nuapada.  At present the 

Chuktia Bhunjia Development Authority is running one bus to Sunabeda and 

just recently under the Biju Rural Connectivity programme the State 

Government is running one bus from Nuapada to Nangalbod. Both these 

places were once considered as inaccessible. In the private sector there are 

regular bus services to all parts of Odisha and even to Raipur, the state 

capital of Chhattisgarh.  

Transport by Air 

Nearest airport of Nuapada is Raipur which is at a distance of 100 

kilometres. From there one may hire taxi or take train to Khariar Road or 

Nuapada. There is also regular bus service from Raipur to Nuapada 

Waterways 

In order to cross rivers, people of the district avail ferry services which 

are available throughout the district of ghats. A list of ghats, with their 

location and the rivers on which they are located is given below: 

List of Ferry Ghats of Nuapada District 

Name of the PS Name of the GP Name of the Ferry Ghat Name of the River 
Nuapada Sarabang Pahartola Jonk 
 Beltukri Bakahrnal Jonk 
 Dharambandha Dharambandha Jonk 
Khariar Chindaguda Kikribeda Sundar 
 Duajhar Duajhar Ghat Sundar 
 Tukla Tukla Ghat Sundar 
 Tukla Bara Ghat Sundar 
 Sardhapur Dhaksar Ghat Sundar 
 Sardhapur Godtala Ghat Sundar 
 Birighat Kusmal Ghat Sundar 
 Birighat Birighat Sundar 
 Birighat Bhaludongri Sundar 
Sinapali Sinapali Sinapali Ghat Udanti 
 Nilji Nilji Ghat Udanti 
 Makhapadar Malpada/Hatibandha 

Ghat 
Udanti 

 Makhapadar Liad/Chalna Ghat Udanti 
 Makhapadar Jogibahal Ghat Udanti 
 Hatibandha Kopia Ghat Udanti 
 Hatibandha Chara Ghat Udanti 
 Hatibandha Liad Ghat Udanti 
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Evolution of Telephone Services and Cell Services 

The Bhawanipatna Telecom Division was created in 1998. Before that, 

it was under the Bolangir Division. At that time only 5 exchanges were there 

under Nuapada section and only one JTO was posted at Khariar Road for 

looking after the section. The five exchanges were Khariar Road, Nuapada, 

Beltukri, Dharambandha & Komna. Only CB Exchanges was at Khariar road 

and other were ESS (Electronic Selector System) Exchanges i.e. manually 

operated exchanges. All exchanges were working on O/H transmission 

system i.e. Trunk line. 

In the year 2000, electronic exchanges were installed at Nuapada 

section and exchanges were working under OFC system i.e. Transmission 

media. The new exchanges at Rajkhariar, Boden, Sinapali, and Tukla were 

merged with Nuapada section after being diverted from Titilagarh section. 

Nuapada became a Telecom Sub-Division. Due to OFC transmission system 

the media became uninterrupted and stable .The voice quality became 

better. 

After installation of electronic exchanges and OFC media the operator 

system was abolished. The STD (Subscriber Trunk Dialling) System was 

introduced. The ISD facility was also provided to the customer. The pay 

phones were provided for general public (who were not provided telephone 

connection) for talking to relations staying at distant places. 

Locally the telephone connections were given through u/g cable system 

to the subscribers in all exchanges under Nuapada Sub-Division. Initially, the 

dialling system telephone was given, but after the introduction of electronic 

exchanges the electronic push button telephones were provided to the 

subscribers. 

Locally the telephones are being provided through u/g cable and push 

button telephones were being supplied. It is named as CFA (Consumers 

Fixed Asset) because for the identification of a person the telephone bill is 

being required just like PAN card & voter identity card. 

In 2003 WLL (Wireless Local Loop) was introduced. This system was 

working without wire. For this a tower was constructed in the main 

exchanges. This system was mainly meant for rural areas. All GPs, POs 

were provided with WLL system for communication and all villages were 

covered through this system. The introduction of this system improved rural 

communication.  

During 2004-05 cell phone era started. Before that all types of 

communication system was fixed type assets. But the mobile (cell phones) 

was movable assets by which any person can contact anywhere subject to 
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availability of frequency range of nearby tower. Now the department is taking 

interest for erecting more number of towers for covering the range in all 

places. All these systems were meant for transmission of voice only. 

During 2007-08 the transmission of DATA was introduced through 

internet system which is technically called Broadband system. At present the 

Broadband system is continuing, through landline telephone along with a 

computer and modem. By introduction of this system all official works, 

business work, admission work, examination work etc are being carried out 

through ―online internet‖. Everything in the world is being known to a person 

through internet system simply by sitting near computer in his room. 

This above system of DATA transmission was through u/g cable (wire 

system). During 2010-11 wireless DATA transmission system was 

introduced, which was called WIMAX system. 

Through WIMAX system the internet service functions without the help 

of wire. 

During 2011-12 the 3G (3
rd

 generation) mobile system was introduced. 

In this system the DATA was transmitted through mobile handset to another 

mobile handset. Now in 3G mobile set both voice and DATA transmission is 

being possible. Internet facility is available in 3G mobile hand set for voice 

and Data transmission system. 

Postal Service 

There is one Post office at the district headquarters named ‗Mukhya 

Dak Ghar‘. Besides Mukhya Dak Ghar, there are seven other Sub Post 

Offices in the district. These are situated at Khariar Road, Komna, Khariar, 

Duajhar, Sinapali, Khariar Patnaikpada and Boden. These post offices are 

proving Speed Post, Express Parcel, Business Parcel, Cash on Delivery, 

Business Post, Logistic Post, Retail Post, e-Post, Registered Post, and 

Media Post business to all section of the people and also help creating 

necessary infrastructure for promoting economic activities in these fields. 

Besides, Postal department of the district also play vital role in the Life 

Insurance Sector by offering Postal Life Insurance (PU) and Rural Life Postal 

Insurance (RPU). Sometimes back the Main Post Office at Khariar has 

entered into a MoU with the Railway Department and has started railway 

reservation counter in the post office for catering to the need of the people.  

There are 103 Branch Post Offices in the district which are playing 

important role for the postal services in the interior rural pockets. Postal 

Savings Accounts of the people are growing day by day. To increase the 

economic capacity and power of the people the India post provide the 

sources like SB, RD, TD, KVPNSC, MIS and SCSS to the remotest area of 

the district. The numbers of account holders have increased thirty times 
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since 1968. At present there are 78,968 account holders in comparison to 

2637 in 1968. One counter for reservation of Rail Ticket has been opened at 

Khariar Post Office. 

Pigeon Dak Service 

It is a very old dak service of the district. There was only one pigeon loft 

at Khariar under the Police Department. There were 17 pigeon in Khariar loft 

and three police constables were employed to train the birds. Pigeon has 

natural habit of returning unerringly to their homes. It was realised very early 

by man and utilized them in the medieval period. During the Second World 

War the use of pigeon as carrier of message were common in emergencies 

when other means of communication were limited. Odisha was perhaps the 

only state in India which utilised this service. It was introduced in 1946 C.E. 

Trained pigeons used to carry letter in certain routes. Messages were written 

in a scrap of paper, which were rolled up and inserted into a tiny plastic 

capsule which was then attached to the bird‘s leg. They flew to their 

destination where they were received by their trainer. This used to be a 

unique service when there was no ‗sms‘ or other modern technology to the 

interiors and the land routes were full of deep forest, wild animals and 

stream, rivers without bridges. In Nuapada pigeon service played important 

role in1966 during the visit of the then Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi 

to Khariar and Sinapali to see famine condition .Emergency message was 

dispatched to Sinapali. During the visit of the then Prime Minister, Rajiv 

Gandhi there was unexpected rain and the Prime Minister wanted to visit 

Dhobei in Boden Block. At that time pigeon service played handy. At Khariar 

other than normal service there were boomerang pigeon service for 

inaccessible areas i.e. Khariar to Sinapali, Khariar to Boden and Khariar to 

Borda outpost. During flood, famine and disaster it served the nation. Later 

with the passage of time and improvement of technology and communication 

pigeon dak service was stopped and it has now become a part of history. 

Another postal service to the interiors of the district where there was no 

modern means of communication was the foot runner dakbala or dak 

hawker. Dak runners were physically carrying mail bags to the interior 

villages risking their life. They were facing all sorts of hazards and hardship. 

They were the symbols of service before self carrying mail bags on their 

shoulder and later on bi-cycles during rain, winter and summer. Foot dak 

runners were seen in every corner of Nuapada up to 1970s. Gradually they 

were replaced when mechanisation of postal services was introduced. Like 

pigeon dak service, dak runners system was also stopped. History will not 

forget their invaluable service to the Nation in the days of necessity. It may 

seem to be a myth or a story for the new generation of young people but it is 

worth preserving their saga. 
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CHAPTER- VIII 

ECONOMIC TRENDS 
 

The Prevailing Scenario 

The district is one of the poorest in Odisha. According to the District 

Statistical Handbook, 83 per cent of families live below the poverty line of 

Rs.15,000 (US$300) per annum. Of the families living below the poverty line 

over 50 per cent are 'very poor' with an income of only Rs.6000 (US$120) 

per annum. 

Nuapada district has basically an agrarian and forest economy. Much of 

the population depends on agriculture and forest. They live in subsistence 

economy in the absence of any alternative sources of meaningful 

employment. 

The lives of the rural people revolve around natural resources. Its 

management has a lot to do on their lives. Their livelihood is determined 

largely by the Non-Timber Forest Produces (NTFP) like Mahua flower, Char, 

Harida and Bahada, Toletc. They procure NTFP both for consumption as 

well as selling. But for the last few decades this sector is failing to sustain 

their livelihood. The same is found in agriculture sector also. Absence of 

Irrigation, poor land quality make agriculture non remunerative. In both forest 

and agricultural produces the people suffer distress sale. Most of the lands in 

Nuapada district are upland (64.89 per cent) with low productivity. Irrigation 

facility is insufficient and out of 1,89,170 hectares of cultivable land only 

33623 (17.77 per cent )hectares have irrigation facilities. Land rights are not 

clear, and there are many villages which are on encroached land even if 

people have been staying there for generations. The pre-eighties settlement 

failed to reach these unfortunate people. In case of forest also the same 

trend is found. The tribal people have been living in close proximity with 

nature. Nature forms an integral part of their lives. But there are a number of 

restrictions imposed upon them so far as their usufruct right is concerned. 

There are many villages in Sunabeda plateau area which fall in the core 

region of the wildlife sanctuary. The tribal are under continuous threat of 

being displaced. Leaving their forest abode is the last thing these people can 

accept. In addition to this people are restricted to collect NTFP, move around 

in the forest, collect fire wood, etc. The situation is similar in other forest area 

also. 

Due to conspicuous absence of any industry the economy revolves 

around agricultural activities. Three major irrigation projects Upper Jonk, 

Sunder dam, Saipala and upcoming Lower Indira Irrigation Project provide 
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support to 45,000 acres of land. Paddy is the main crop in the entire district. 

Other crops such as maize, cotton and onion make a major share of crop 

cultivated. More than 20,000 households migrate to other state in search of 

better employment opportunities every year after the harvesting season is 

over. Though the district tops in MGNREGS implementation the Advance 

provided by labour contractors before Nuakhai festival lure cash needy 

labourers into the plot. Due to unregistered and uninformed migration 

protection of migrant labourers has become a challenge to the government. 

In 2006 the Ministry of Panchayati Raj named Nuapada as one of the 

country's 250 most backward districts (out of a total of 640). It is one of the 

19 districts in Odisha currently receiving funds from the Backward Regions 

Grant Fund Programme (BRGF). 

Nuapada district had been perennially in the news during1980s due to 

acute drought conditions and allegations of deaths by starvation. When 

Nuapada district was carved out of Kalahandi district, all the drought-prone 

blocks came under the jurisdiction of Nuapada district, whereas the fertile 

land came under Kalahandi district. Hence the proverbial "starvation deaths" 

of Kalahandi were actually a feature of Nuapada and not of Kalahandi 

district. However the situation has changed slightly at the outset of 21st 

century. Nuapada produces surplus paddy which is a mystery unsolved. Due 

to public distribution, development of modern communication, social welfare 

measures of government and non government organisations, Panchayati 

Raj has reduced the possibility of starvation deaths but stray cases of 

alleged starvation deaths and farmers‘ suicides are reported in both print 

and audio-visual media. In spite of schemes and programme distress sale of 

labour and food-grains continues in the district due to socio-economic-

historical reasons. Underdevelopment particularly in Sunabeda plateau and 

inaccessible pockets are riddled with violence of Left Wing Extremists. 

Livelihood Pattern 

Agriculture is the main occupation and the chief source of livelihood of 

the people in the district. Paddy, Kodo, Ragi, and pulses are grown 

abundantly. The plane areas of Nuapada which stretch southward up to 

Tukla and then westward through Duajhar-Gandabaheli-Sinapali run further 

south up to the border of Kalahandi district with valleys are fertile for 

cultivation. It is occupied largely by the communities who are capable    

agriculturists.  A   certain   number   of adivasis are also to be met with who 

have left their hills and settled down to plough cultivation. The hill tracts 

Katfar and deep forest area of Nagalbod contain rich forest and minor forest 

products, Kendu leaf and bamboo etc., and provide occupation to the people 

of the district. About 1865 square kilometres of the total land area of the 

district are covered with forests which provide occupation to the people for 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Panchayati_Raj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Districts_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalahandi
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nearly four to five months in the year. The Adivasi people of the district are 

largely benefited by the forest produce, namely, timer, bamboo, broom-

grass,   Mahua flower, Sabaigrass, Kendu leaf, etc. The Bhulias and Kostas 

are both weavers who earn their livelihood by weaving cotton and tusser silk 

fabrics.  Many caste group and self help group (SHG), earn their livelihood 

by the sale of parched rice. The Bagdies, Keuta earn their livelihood by 

catching fish, though they also occasionally cultivate land. Presently there is 

no monopoly of any caste group for any profession. Pisci-culture has been 

accepted by the new generation for their livelihood. The Paharia basket-

makers make their living on bamboo. 

The Census of 2011, ascertained the economic status and the means 

of livelihood of households. Households and people were divided into two 

broad livelihood categories, viz., the agricultural classes and the non-

agricultural classes. In the district there were 610382 persons of whom 

521750 (85.47 per cent) persons belonged to the agricultural classes and 

88,000 persons to the non-agricultural classes. Among the agricultural 

classes were included ( 1 ) cultivators of land, wholly or mainly owned, and 

their dependants, ( 2 ) cultivators of land, wholly or mainly unowned, and their 

dependants, (3) cultivating labourers and their dependants and (4) non-culti-

vating owners of land and their dependants, and agricultural rent-receivers 

and their dependants. The non-agricultural classes comprised persons 

including their dependants who derived their principal means of livelihood 

from ( 1 )  production (other than cultivation), ( 2 )  commerce, ( 3 )  transport, 

and ( 4 )  other services, and miscellaneous sources. The above eight 

livelihood classes were divided each into three sub-classes; namely, self-

supporting persons, non-earning dependants, and earning dependants in 

order to indicate their   economic   status. 

The non-agricultural classes were divided into four main occupational 

groups. Of the total non-agricultural families 20 per cent derived their major 

source of income by working as labourers, 06 per cent from trade, 40 per 

cent from production other than cultivation, and 34 per cent from service and 

other professions.  

Recent prices of daily need items in Nuapada district very high. Rice is 

selling at Rs.35- to Rs.100/- per kg, Dal at Rs. 80/- to 120/- -per kg, Biri at 

Rs.90/- per kg, Mung at Rs.100/-per kg, Vegetable at Rs.40/- ti 100/-per 

kg,Oil at Rs. 100/- to 150/- per litre, Onion at Rs.25/- per kg, Potato at 

Rs.15/- per kg and, Salt at Rs.16/- per kg. Government wage rate for 

unskilled labour is Rs. 200/- but wage of labourers in private work remains 

as low as Rs.120 to 150/- per day. 
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The following table represents the latest economic trend of Nuapada 

District in comparison to the economic trend of the State of Odisha. 

Comparative Index of Nuapada with Odisha 
Trend of GDDP of Nuapada vis a vis GSDP of Odisha (in lakh.)  

                                                                                              at current price 

  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Odisha 7772943 8509649 10183947 12927445 14849071 16294643 19752990 

Nuapada 82921 89903 107621 140246 150659 171731 201927 

    

Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

        TREND OF GDDP of NUAPADA vis a vis GSDP of ODISHA (in lakh.)  

                                                                                                at 2004-05  price. 

  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Odisha 7772943 8214472 9270083 10284562 11081178 11585113 12513105 

Nuapada 82921 89206 98010 111402 116003 122451 130743 

    

Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

        TREND OF GDDP &  NDDP of NUAPADA     (in lakh) 

  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

GDDP 76567 82241 98795 129408 138301 156642 183439 

NDDP 82921 89903 107621 140246 150659 171731 201927 

    

Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

Contribution of GDDP to GSDP (%) 

  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Current Price 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.08 1.01 1.05 1.02 

At 2004-05 

Price 
1.07 1.09 1.06 1.08 1.05 1.06 1.04 

        Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

Contribution of NDDP to NSDP (%) 

  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Current Price 1.13 1.12 1.12 1.16 1.08 1.15 1.11 

At 2004-05 

Price 
1.13 1.15 1.13 1.17 1.13 1.18 1.17 

    

Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

Per Capita NDDP (Nuapada)  (in Rupees) 
  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 
Current Price 13771 14595 17301 22361 23580 26352 30449 
At 2004-05 Price 13771 14502 15738 17560 17980 18581 19399 

    
Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

Per Capita NDDP (Odisha)  (in Rupees) 
  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 
Current Price 17650 18846 22237 27735 31416 33029 39537 
At 2004-05 Price 17650 18194 20194 21640 22963 22846 23968 

    
Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

        Trend of Per Capita NDDP (Nuapada vis a vis Odisha)  @ current price 
  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 
Nuapada 13771 14595 17301 22361 23580 26352 30449 
Odisha 17650 18846 22237 27735 31416 33029 39537 

        
    

Source: Economic Survey 2014-15 

        GDDP: Gross District Domestic Product 
    NDDP: Net District Domestic Product 
    GSDP: Gross State Domestic Product 
    NSDP: Net State Domestic Product. 
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The percentage growth rate of GDDP of Nuapada was not satisfactory 

in 2010-11 (i.e. 18 per cent) as compared to the percentage of GSDP of 

Odisha during the same period (i.e. 22 per cent) at current price. By 

comparing the same at the base price it is also less that, at the base price 

(2004-05) the percentage growth rate decreased to 7 per cent in 2010-11 

from 7.58 per cent in 2004-05. After all the contribution of GDDP to GSDP 

the grace price has started decreasing from 2009-10 to 2010-11 and at 

current price also the same is seen. It is marked from the table that NDDP to 

NSDP (in percentage) of Nuapada district has gone down in 2010-11 at 

base price as well as current price. In the same way if the comparison is 

made it can be delineated that the role of Nuapada district in the contribution 

of state domestic product is decreasing day by day so to say the contribution 

is negligible. Now it is the right time to prepare the road map to address the 

reasons for which the contribution of District Domestic Product of Nuapada 

district is sliding. The important factor is that the GDP of Nuapada district 

depends upon private sectors i.e. contribution of Agriculture and Forest 

products. But the pity is that district is prone to natural calamities such as 

flood and drought every year which break the backbone of the farmers. The 

ray of hope in the betterment of Agriculture germinates if different irrigation 

projects will be completed soon to support agricultural activities. Then only in 

terms of the contribution of Nuapada district to the GSDP of Odisha will 

come to the fore front. Therefore, poverty & other related problems like 

migration, unemployment can be minimized which are the chronic social 

disasters of Nuapada district.     

General Level of Prices 

Food-grains are cheapest immediately after the harvest and are 

dearest immediately before the harvest. Prices are also lower or higher 

according to the nature of the harvest, Besides, if population increases, as 

has been happening, and production of food crops does not keep pace with 

it, prices must rise, obviously because the same food has more mouths to 

feed. The opening of the railway and the roadways also marked an epoch in 

the economic history of the district due to a brisk export trade of rice and 

pulses with different parts of India. 

In the beginning of the 20th century, rice and food-grains were cheap, 

and when the price of common rice rose to 12.130 kg. per rupee, prices 

were held to be high. The three years, from 1905 to 1907, during which there 

was an exceptionally brisk export trade, the average price of rice, green-

gram, wheat, sesamum seed, mustard seed, urid, gram, kodo, arhar, mandia 

and salt was 16.175 kg., 12.440 kg., 10-575 kg. 21.770 kg., 16.175 kg., 

14.300 kg., 14.300 kg., 27.370 kg., 14.930 kg., 21.170 kg., and 11.200 kg., 

per rupee respectively. The above price level remained, more or less, 
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stationary for a few years. In 1912, rice and Mandia the staple food of the 

people, were available at 12.130 kg. to 16' 800 kg. and 20
-
527 kg. to 29

-
857 

kg. per rupee respectively. Pulses, such as, green-gram, black-gram, 

kandula, and gram were sold at 16'800 kg., 14.930 kg., 18.660 kg., and 

18.660 kg. per rupee respectively. In the next year, the price of green-gram, 

black-gram, kandulaand gram rose considerably due to poor harvest and 

were available at 7'465 kg., 9.100 kg., 13.063 kg. and 13.063 kg. per rupee 

respectively. This price level was maintained for a period of three years with 

slight fluctuations. 

In 1917-18 the price level showed an upward trend which reached a 

climax in the next year (1918-19). The price of rice and Mandia, the staple 

food of the people, rose from 18'660 kg. per rupee in September, 1918 to 

8.864 kg. in March, 1919, and 23.325 kg. per rupee in April, 1918 to 11.662 

kg. in March, 1919,respectively. During the above period the price of green-

gram, black-gram, kandula and gram also rose abnormally and were 

available at 4.200 kg., 4.665 kg., 5.600 kg., and 7'465 kg. per rupee 

respectively. In the early part of 1919 rumours on coming scarcity of food-

grains caused great anxiety among the people as a consequence of which 

price of food-grains rose still higher. So, pecuniary and paddy loans were 

given to the people by the ex-State Rulers at a nominal rate of interest. As a 

special concession, on the occasion of a special Durbar held on the 25th 

October, 1919, the Ruler ordered for complete remission of interest for one 

year of all advances during the year. As a redress to the poor people the 

rate of interest on paddy loan for the subsequent years was reduced from 25 

per cent to 20 per cent. An appeal was made to the local Mahajans and 

sahukarsto provide relief to the poorer section of the people. As a result of 

these measures people were able to tide over a very critical period without 

much hardship. 

However, in 1921 the price level decreased considerably and rice and 

mandia the principal food of the people, were available at 16.795 kg. to 14-

930 kg. and 27.059 kg. to   22.392 kg. per rupee respectively. The rate of 

green-gram, black-gram, kandula, and gram also decreased slightly.  During 

the three years, from 1922 to 1924, there was a general improvement in the 

price of cereals and the average price of rice, mandia, green-gram, black-

gram, kandula and gram was 17.500 kg., 25.195 kg., 13'063 kg. 11.200 kg., 

14.930 kg., and 18.660 kg., per rupee, respectively. The price level of the 

above  period was maintained till 1929 with the exception of rice which rose 

to 10.730 kg. per rupee in 1929. In the next year, there was a general 

improvement in the price of most of the articles over those in the preceding 

year.  The maximum and the minimum price of rice and mandia were 25.195 

kg.  and 14.930 kg., and 29.860 kg. and 22.392  kg. per rupee respectively. 
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The price level of pulses was also decreased and green-gram, black-

gram, gram and wheat were available at 18-660 kg., 18.600 kg., 21.460 kg., 

and 14.930 kg., per rupee respectively. Then came the serious slump when 

the price of rice dropped down to 19.593 kg. in 1932-33, and 20526 kg. in 

1935-36 per rupee. 

In 1941-42, there was a phenomenal rise in the prices of agricultural 

produces resulting from the activities of the speculators on account of the 

Second World War. The maximum and minimum quantity of rice available 

per rupee was 12.130 kg. and 10.264 kg. respectively. The price of mandia 

varied between 29.857 kg. to 14.930 kg. per rupee. The price of pulses also 

rose and green-gram, black-gram, kaitdula and gram were available at 9.330 

kg, 10.264 kg., 10.264 kg. and 12.130 kg. per rupee respectively. It was 

expected that with the end of the War the general food situation would 

improve. But, it did not, and the price level continued to rise gradually, 

without any prospect of recession. 

In   the   Post-Independence   period there has been a phenomenal   

rise in the   price of agricultural commodities.   In 1951, the wholesale    price 

of rice, wheat, maize, and gram was 3.5 kg., 2 1  kg., 3 2  kg., and 2.1   kg.,   

per rupee respectively.    This trend of the   price level was maintained with 

slight fluctuations up to 1955, after which there was a marked rise in the 

price of food-grains.  In 1956 rice, wheat, black-gram and green-gram were 

sold at 2.5 kg., 2.7 kg., 2.6 kg., and 3 1  kg, per rupee respectively.   During 

the four years, 1957 to 1960, the price of rice remained constant while the 

price of wheat, black-gram and green-gram fluctuated slightly.   Since 1962, 

there was an abnormal rise in the price of food-grains, and rice, wheat, 

black-gram, and green gram were available at 208 kg., 1.7 kg., and 1.6 kg. 

and 1.5 kg per rupee respectively.  In the next year, the price of rice, wheat,   

black-gram, and green-gram still rose higher and were available at 0.833 kg., 

0.909 kg., 0.724 kg. and 0.775 kg. per rupee respectively. However, 

from1965 to1967 there was an acute shortage of food-grain due to crop 

failure and famine situation. People had to depend on relief and govt. supply.   

From 1968 to 1970 the price level decreased in certain commodities in 

comparison to the price level of 1963. The following table shows the price 

level of some important commodities during the period: 

Price Index of Agricultural Products 
Commodities Quantity in Kilograms available per rupee 

Years 

1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 

Rice 1.700 1.500 1.300 1.250 1 250 1.250 1.250 

Wheat 2.000 1.900 1.700 2.000 1.800 1 500 1.333  

Green-Gram 1 000 0.835 0.835 0.500 0.500 0.500 0.500 

Black-Gram 1.300 1-400 1.080 1 000 1 000 1.000   0.750 
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In 1971 the price level rose upward, and rice, wheat ragi, green-gram, 

and black-gram were available at 0.909 kg., 0.833 kg., 1.600 kg., 0.588 kg. 

and 0.666 kg. per rupee respectively.  In the next year, the price of rice, 

wheat, green-gram and black-gram still rose higher and were sold at 0.769 

kg., 0.800 kg.,   1.250 kg., 0.385. kg.   and 0'455 kg. per rupee respectively.  

In 1973 the price of paddy and rice remained constant while the price of 

green-gram and black-gram rose by 12.5 per cent and 20 per cent 

respectively in comparison to the price level of 1972. In   March,   1974 the 

price   level of food-grains,  oil, vegetables   and miscellaneous goods rose 

steeply and the retail price of common rice, wheat,   green-gram,    black-

gram, horse-gram  (Kulthi),   Bengal-gram (Bunt),  coconut  oil,  mustard  oil,  

ground-nut oil, brinjal, potato, pumpkin   and onion was  Rs.2.50, Rs1.5, 

Rs.2
.
75, Rs.l.75, Rs. 1.25, Rs.2.60,  Rs.18.00,   Rs.11.00, Rs 9.00,  Re. 

0.75,  Re.0.90, Re.0.80 and Re.0.90  per kilogram respectively.   In June 

1976, the price of rice, wheat, black-gram, green-gram, and Kulthi as 

available in the district was Rs. 260, Rs.150, Rs.200, Rs.240 and Rs.150 per 

quintal respectively.   The price of salt, meat and fowl during the same period 

was Re.0.25, Rs. 8.00 and Rs.1000 per kilogram respectively.  Egg was 

available at Re. 0.40 each. The price of kerosene and cow milk was Rs. 1.37 

and Rs. 2.00 per liter respectively. 

Minimum Wage System 

The majority of the working class people in the district earn their 

livelihood by being employed in farm and non-farm occupations. It would be 

arbitrary to draw a water-tight division between them, since many of the 

labourers engage themselves in farm work and non-farm work at different 

times in the year. Agriculture being seasonal in character, this is a normal 

feature of the rural economy. In the urban areas, however, the skilled 

labourers have adopted specialized occupations. 

Moreover, for a considerable part of the year the rural labourers do not 

find any employment. As such, the daily wage which he earns is not a proper 

indication of his total income. In the district the system of payment of wages 

is also largely primitive in character. In many places wages are paid in kind 

in terms of paddy. If such wages remain unchanged on account of tradition, 

in spite of rise in prices, they would be beneficial to the worker. Over very 

short periods, wages in kind do remain unchanged, but since the Second 

World War with the rise in prices wage-rates in kind have also been 

frequently revised. 

In the beginning of the 20th century labour was almost entirely paid for 

in kind and averaged about Re.0.12 per day for a man and period™
06 

Re.0.09 for a woman. There were three classes of field labour, viz., 
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Bahabandha, Barshikia, and Bhutiar. The Bahabandhas took advance of 

money from their employer and did not leave his service until the amount 

was paid. They received one puti (74.648 kilograms) of paddy per men sum, 

and on the occasion of the Paush Purnima a gift of four putis (2.98 quintals) 

of paddy and three pieces of cloth. Barshikias were labourers engaged in the 

month of Magha (January-February) for one year. The usual rate was Rs.4 

per annum and one puti (74.648 kilograms) of paddy per mensum, and at 

the close of the year four putis (2.98 quintals) of paddy. The Bhutiars were 

day labourers who received two mans (7.464 kilograms) of paddy daily. 

Skilled labourers received comparatively high wages, as it was all imported.  

The above wage level remained constant for a short period after which 

it increased and towards 1912 a male labourer could get Re. 0.25 or 3.732 

kg. of rice for putting labour for eight hours a day. A female labourer could 

get Re.0'15 or 1.4 kg. of rice for the same hours of work. The Settlement 

Report of 1912-13, estimated the total remuneration of the Barshikia as 

Rs.250 per annum. 

In 1923 the abolition of Bethi, Beggar and Nazarana was a small relief 

provided to the common person. In 1940, Rasad system was abolished. 

Later, the custom of Bahabandha which was a compulsory engagement of a 

man as servant (mortgage of human being) for the debts was abolished. 

These progressive measures were a source of great relief to the poor 

people. 

In 1942, a male labourer got Re. 0
.
25 per day. In 1945 the wage of a 

male labourer rose to Re. 0
.
37 per day. In 1946, the total remuneration of an 

attached labourer was estimated at Rs. 250 annually and the details thereof 

are given below: 

Uden (cash payment in advance).          50.00 
One putti of paddy monthly valued at the rate of  Rs. 13        156.00  
Per putti for 12 months 

Cost of 3 pieces of cloth             9.00 
Payment of 2 putisof paddy at harvest time at the rate of 13 per puti.      26.00  
Miscellaneous payment                  9-00 

Total  250-00 

An economic sample survey was conducted during the period October 

1954 to September, 1955, by the Government of Orissa in which the family 

was taken as a unit. It was observed that in the rural economy the chief 

source of livelihood of a large number of families, was wages earned from 

farm and non-farm occupations. According to this survey 93.2 per cent of the 

families in the district belonged to the agricultural classes of which 22
.
5 per 

cent were agricultural labourers and 6.8 per cent of the families belonged to 

the non-agricultural classes of which 0.7 per cent was non-agricultural 
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labourers. Thus about one-fourth of the total number of families of the district 

constituted the labouring class. As regards their mode of employment 65.42 

per cent were employed as daily labourers. Labourers engaged on weekly, 

monthly and annual terms constituted 28 per cent, 3.74 per cent, and 28
.
04 

per cent respectively. A labourer, on the average, got work for 268 days a 

year. 

It is a well-known fact that agricultural labour constitutes the lowest 

income group in the community. In 1951 the average daily wage of a male 

labourer was Rs. 0.75. Women and children comparatively got lesser wages. 

This wage level continued for a short period after which it rose considerably. 

In 1956, the skilled labourers, such as, carpenter and blacksmith got Rs. 

3.00 and Rs. 1 .87 per day respectively. Among field labourers men, women 

and children got Rs. 1.02, Re. 0.87, and Re0.. 69 per day respectively.  A 

herdsman whose work is grazing the cattle got Re. 0.75 per day. Other 

agricultural labourers, such as, those who water fields carry loads, and dig 

wells, etc., were paid Rs. 1.00 per day. The halias got Rs.250.00 annually. 

The income of a halia was, no doubt, insufficient to maintain his family.  

According to the custom prevalent in each village the Jhankars and the 

Chowkidars got some paddy from the tenants at the time of harvest.  In 

some villages washer-man, barber, potter and blacksmith cultivated land free 

of rent for the service rendered by them to the village community. In between 

1957 to 1961 the wage level remained, more or less, constant with a little 

fluctuation. In 1963, the wages were enhanced further and the skilled 

labourers, such as, carpenter, cobbler and blacksmith got Rs. 3.61, Rs. 2
.
61 

and Rs. 3.29 per day respectively. Male labourers got Rs. 1.55, women Re. 

0
.
87, and children Re. 0.64 per day. Other agricultural labourers got about 

the same wage as that of field labourers. A herdsman got Rs. 1.38 per day. 

From 1965 to 1970 the condition of the skilled labourers, such as, carpenter, 

mason and blacksmith were precarious due to famine 0f 1966.. In 1971 the 

wage level rose and carpenters, masons and blacksmiths got Rs. 5.00 per 

day. Male labourers got Rs. 2.50 and women Rs.2.00 per day. In the next 

year, the wage level rose further and skilled labourers got Rs.7.00 per day 

and unskilled male and female labourers got Rs.2.75 and Rs. 2.25 

respectively per day. In 1974, the wage level rose steeply with the rise in 

prices and skilled labourers, such as, carpenter, blacksmith and mason 

received between Rs.8.00 to Rs. 10.00 per day according to their skill. Field 

labourers and other agricultural labourers got at the rate of Rs.3.00 per male 

and Rs. 2
.
50 per female per day. When it was demanded in kind, it was paid 

at the rate of 4 kg. of paddy per day. In notification No. 21877-L. E. H., dated 

the 26th December, 1975, the Government of Orissa fixed the minimum 

wages payable to all categories of agricultural labourers at Rs.4.00 per day. 

This notification came into force from the 1st January, 1976 and wages are 
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being paid accordingly. With the promulgation of the Bonded Labour System 

(Abolition) Ordinance, 1975, all the Sub-Divisional Officers were asked to 

conduct enquiries into the existence of the bonded labour system. The 

District Vigilance Committee and the Sub-Divisional Vigilance Committee 

have been constituted as required under the Act. Till April, 1976, only one 

bonded labourer freed Nuapada. Pecuniary benefit is provided to each 

bonded labourer at the time of his release.  Measures are also being taken 

for their rehabilitation. 

The halias usually get Rs.100-00 to Rs.150-00 in cash for their annual 

expenditure which is locally called as uden. Besides, they get masri at the 

rate of 12
-
500 kg. per week which amounts to 50 kg. per month. On the 

occasion of the Paush Purnima they receive 50 kg. of paddy which is known 

as siakhai. In some part of the district they get a little less quantity of paddy 

but it is compensated at the end of the year by giving a little more paddy 

after harvest. On the occasion of Nuakhai and Paush Purnima they get free 

ration. Persons having large number of halias maintain one Head halia 

locally called as Khamari. He gets a little more paddy and money. Up to 

1870s field servants were generally working 10hours from 6 a. m. to 12 noon 

and 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. daily. In addition to that from October to December 

when the crops are not yet harvested they were sleeping in the field at night 

on a machan to watch the crop. Further they were going to forest in bullock 

cart to bring firewood during lean agriculture season. 

Standard of Living 

The district is mainly agricultural and the prosperity of the people 

depends in a measure on weather and crops. When the rainfall is copious 

and evenly distributed throughout the year, people reap good harvest and 

are contented; when the contrary is the case the pinch of distress is 

widespread. In recent years, the impact of urban life, the policy of the 

Government, the modern means of communication, etc., have exercised a 

good deal of influence on the standard of living of the people. 

The abolition of Bethi and Begari system in 1923, the abolition of the 

'Bahabandha Pratha' in 1928 and the construction of Raipur-Vizianagaram 

railway line within the district boundary increased substantially the material 

condition of the people. The report on the Administration of Khariar 

Zamindari for 1935-36 narrates that the people did not feel the pinch of any 

distress. There was, as before, demand for labour in the ex-Zamindari and 

the labourers had no difficulty in finding remunerative employments in 

various public works of the State. There was sufficient stock of food-grains 

and the people could dispose them of profitably as there was demand from 

outside. The Bhunjia and other people in the hilly area did not feel any 
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difficulty in respect of food-grains. There was comparatively free from natural 

calamities like flood, drought and epidemics. The economic prosperity and 

good harvests had thus resulted in the fast growth of the rural economy. 

The economic survey of 1954-55 indicates an important feature of this 

district, i. e., about 98.2 per cent of the adivasi families were dependent on 

forest and agriculture for their livelihood. Another significant feature was that 

the majority of the agricultural families (68.2 per cent) were owner-

cultivators. Besides, agricultural tenants constituted a very small percentage 

(2.4 per cent) of the total number of rural families. The per capita supply of 

agricultural land was the highest among all the districts in the State which 

indicates a better condition of the agricultural economy. Next to the farming 

families, in numerical importance, were the households who depended 

primarily, and many of them wholly, on wages by working in farm or non-

farm occupations.  

A family budget enquiry was conducted in 1960. The design of the 

survey was one of the stratified systematic sampling. For the purpose of this 

survey the districts, viz., Kalahandi, Koraput, Boudh-Khondmals and the 

Agency areas of Ganjam were grouped under one region. The data reveal 

that cereals claimed the highest percentage of total consumption in both 

rural and urban areas. Milk and milk-products claimed a lower proportion in 

rural areas than in the urban. Both in the rural and urban areas people spent 

a lot on other food items.  

This clearly shows that the urban people buy most of their cereal 

requirements while the rural people depend on home-grown stock or that 

obtained in exchange of goods and services.  As regards milk and milk-

products, more or less, an even distribution is prevalent between cash and 

noncash consumption in the rural areas, while in the urban area cash 

consumption constitutes the   main factor.  The trend with regard to cash and 

non-cash consumption of other food items is in the same direction as that of 

milk and milk-products for both rural and urban areas.  In respect of fuel, 

light and intoxicants the non-cash consumption is very insignificant in urban 

areas. For amusements, toilets, clothes and sundry goods the entire 

consumption is in cash-terms. For miscellaneous goods and services and 

durable and semi-durable goods cash consumption both in rural and urban 

areas is of overwhelming proportion. So, one may conclude by saying that in 

respect of food-items rural people depend more on home-grown stock than 

their  counterparts in the urban areas while for the non-food items 

dependence on market is almost parallel. In other words, urban people 

depend on the market for almost everything they use, while rural people 

purchase a few items only. The increase in the prices of various articles of 

daily consumption has hit hard the urban people.  In towns, shops dealing in 



 
 

216 

 

grocery, cloth, stationery, fuel, steel and wooden furniture, utensils, optical 

goods, books and periodicals, medicine, fancy goods, etc., have sprung up 

in large number. The number of automobile repairing shops, bicycle and 

rickshaw repairing shops, watch repairing shops, tailoring shops, hair-cutting 

salons, hotels, vegetable shops, betel shops, etc., are also gradually 

increasing.  The urban   area   presents a picture of all the socially significant 

sections of the people from the unskilled labourer to the well-to-do and the 

rich.  The impact of urban life and the modern means of communication 

have, to some extent, influenced the food habits and luxuries of the rural 

people. Beverage like tea has become common even in the village homes. 

Bicycles, motorcycle have become a very common possession.  Many 

fashionable articles like TV, mobile phone, fridge, cooler, air-conditioner, 

washing machine, textiles of synthetic yarn, wrist watches, microphones, 

goggles, shoes, stainless utensils, plastic wares, scented oils, cosmetics, 

etc., have made their way into the rural areas.  With the expansion of 

communication businessmen are able to dispatch their goods to the remote 

countryside. Consequently shops selling varieties of goods, both luxuries 

and essential, have now appeared in almost all big villages. Tailoring shops, 

bicycle and bike repairing shops, and tea shops are coming up in every big 

village. With more money in the hands of the cultivators, use of wheat, 

sugar, magi, ghee, egg, baby foods, broiler etc, is being noticed. Majorities 

of villages have been electrified. Pucca houses have been constructed by 

the well-to-do people. Model houses and low cost houses for the weaker 

section of the community are being built by the Government. 

The standard of living of the people  except people from BPL family is 

improving steadily due to the adoption of improved agricultural technique, 

execution of irrigation projects, use of improved seeds and manures, 

establishment of various cottage industries and, above all, general 

consciousness created through the agency of Community Development 

Blocks. Organizations for women and youth are set up to conduct cultural 

and social activities. The Book Banks have been opened in the High English 

schools and the Middle English schools to supply text-books to the poor 

students at a nominal cost for a prescribed period. With the availability of the 

co-operative credit, Bank loans and Government loans the cultivators find an 

easy way to escape from the clutches of private money-lenders who charge 

a high rate of interest. The Savings Bank facility and availability of Small 

Savings Certificates in Post Offices are inducing many people to keep up 

their savings in Pass Books and National Savings Certificates. With the 

nationalization of Banks people have been benefited at large by getting 

productive and self-employment purposes. Moreover, the various 

development programmes of the Government including the 20-Point 

Economic Programme evoke an urge for improvement and progress among   
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the   people. The jurisdiction of the District Employment Exchange covers 

the entire district. The scope of employment in the private sector is limited 

mostly to flour-mills, hullers and saw-mills. There is no large-scale industry in 

the district either in public or private sector as a consequence of which job 

opportunities are found mostly in Government offices. 

For Nuapada district 1965-66 happens to be the worst year which 

severely affected the economy of the people at large. Many of the affluent 

peasants became poor; they either mortgaged or sold their lands to meet the 

emergency situation. The majority of adivasis who were living at the 

periphery of subsistence economy fell into deficit due to failure of rain. Both 

peasant and adivasis were forced to take consumption loan from moneyed 

men. They were never able to return in long term also because they were 

heavily in debt and deficit. Further the rainfall became erratic and the 

frequency of drought increased in Nuapada district. In the face of negligible 

assured irrigation, absence of big or medium industry and collapse of local 

cottage industry destroyed the backbone of the people at large. The situation 

created a number of disadvantages to the small and marginal farmers and 

landless workers but was beneficial to the moneyed men. The latter got 

cheap labour, easy terms for saheji or leasing out of land, kar or annual 

lease with fixed share, also enjoyed the benefit through distress sale of 

labour, crops and even land. The poor peasant sold their lands at through 

away prices and moneyed men getting it almost for nothing. The small, 

marginal farmers and landless house with adivasis and non-adivasis thus 

remained semi serfs. The moeyed men and big land owning class not only 

controlled the economy but also political structure. Abolition of Zamindari, 

introduction of Land Ceiling and other Progressive laws restricted the 

influence of feudal structure but the ex-Zamindars and ex-

gaotias\landlords\new moneyed men continued to exercise unchallenged 

authority over the villages. They remained arbiter of agriculture wages for 

long in the rural area of Nuapada district. 

In 1990s and 21
st
 century the subsidiary occupation of the majority 

cultivators of Nuapada district is wage labour. Most of them depend upon 

government work and minor forest produce during lean agricultural seasons, 

is from February to June. MGNREGS, BIJUKBK, WODC and other 

government schemes and programmes are in operation for the people, in 

spite of these provisions many small, marginal farmers and landless labourer 

migrate to other places in search of work. An empirical socio-economic 

appraisal of Nuapada district demonstrates that on an average a household 

of five members can manage to live a normal life with available of non-

irrigated land of 8 to12 acres in their active possession in abnormal monsoon 

year. One family cannot manage their family if it is below 8 acres is under 
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active cultivable possession for that their family has to supplement the family 

income from other sources. But under no circumstances a family manage if 

they possess only 5 acres or less than that because avenues to substantiate 

their income in Nuapada district are very limited. Further one drought year 

push them back to 10 years of indebtedness that equivalent to 10 years 

good crop. Even in the year of a good harvest a social function in a family 

leads to food shortage which has resulted in increase of poverty. Annual 

festivals such as Nuakhai and Chherchhera add miseries further. Ill health is 

also a major cause of misery. Malaria and TB are dreaded killer diseases of 

Nuapada. In this overall scenario per capita GNP or per capita land 

availability or per capita food-grain production is redundant. 

Less than two percent of the house-holds occupy almost 95 per cent of 

Bahal or low land or in other words 98 per cent of the population own 5 per 

cent of the lowland or the best land. In this overall scenario the bulk of the 

population has been deprived of minimum sources of livelihood due to 

historical reasons. Therefore  equitable land distribution, access to means of 

production, access to forest resources, water, education and common 

property resource to the marginalised are solution to problems of Nuapada 

but it is not unique to Nuapada; it is applicable to KBK region, and also 

applicable to Chotanagpur and Chhattisgarh. 

The land distribution operation of Government of Odisha has been a 

place of shelter, as well as productive resources for adivasis and dalits. But 

in the last five decades, schemes like Ceiling Surplus for landless, Bhudan 

Land distribution, the Basundhara scheme failed to yield desired result 

because of the lack of actual physical possession by the beneficiary, 

unavailability of record of rights and above all poor land quality.
69

 

Employment Exchange 

A Sub- Employment Exchange was opened on the 15th February 1973 

at Nawapara. It became the District Employment Exchange Office later with 

the formation separate Nuapada district. As regards the employment 

seekers generally graduates the sizeable numbers include in Arts, Science 

and Commerce. 
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CHAPTER-IX 

GENERAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

 

General Administration 

  As stated earlier, Nuapada as a separate district came into existence 

on 1
st
 April, 1993 comprising the entire Nuapada Sub-Division of the former 

Kalahandi district. Nuapada Sub-Division was a part of Sambalpur district 

since 1
st
 April 1936. The entire Khariar Zamindari, which constituted the 

Nuapada Sub-Division of Sambalpur district, was separated from it and was 

tagged to the newly formed Kalahandi district for administrative convenience 

on 1
st
 November, 1949. 

 The General Administration of a district mainly rests with the Collector 

and District Magistrate. He is in overall charge of general, revenue and 

development administration of the district including maintenance of Law & 

Order.  He is assisted by one Additional District Magistrate and a team of 

other district level officers. He, being the co-coordinating and guiding 

authority at the district level, Co-ordinates and guides the activities of 

different departmental officers in the district for smooth and effective 

implementation of different programmes of the Government.  He is the Chief 

Executive of Zilla Parishad and all activities of Zilla Parishad are carried out 

under his supervision and guidance. 

 Historically, the primary function of the Collector as indicated by his 

very designation was to collect the land revenue and other dues of the 

Government. Generally, Government dues of other departments are also 

collected by him by virtue of his powers as the Certificate Officer of the 

district under the Orissa Public Demand Recovery Act.  Being the Chief of 

Revenue Administration in the district, he is responsible for the management 

of Government land and maintenance of Land Records. All development and 

Welfare works in the district are undertaken under the supervision and 

guidance of the Collector. As District Magistrate and head of criminal 

administration, he is responsible for maintenance of Law & Order in the 

district.  Besides, a lot of other miscellaneous activities relating to almost 

every sphere of administration keep him constantly preoccupied. The 

Collector is assisted by other subordinate officers like the Superintendent of 

Excise, the Civil Supplies Officer, the District Welfare Officer etc. 

Collectorate which is the main office of district Collector is a mini secretariat 

with the following sections.  
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Different Sections of District Office (Collectorate), Nuapada 

1. Establishment Section  

2. Revenue Section 

3. Land Acquisition Section 

4. Nizarat Section 

5. Judicial Section, 

6. Social Welfare Section,  

7. Social Security Section 

8. General & Miscellaneous Section,  

9. Development Section, 

10. Touzi Section,  

11. Record Room,  

12. Election Section, 

13. Civil Supply Section, 

14. Welfare Section, 

15. District Panchayat Section,  

16. District Planning & Monitoring Unit ( Planning), 

17. District Planning & Monitoring Unit (Statistics),  

18. District Sub Registrar, Nuapada, 

19. R.T.I, Section,  

20. Central Issue & Receiving Section etc., 

21. Emergency Section 

22. Culture Section 

23. DIPRO Section 

24. Sports Section 

25. District  Small Saving Section  

26. District Child Protection Unit 

Officers in charge of these offices work under the direct supervision of 

Collector. The immediate reporting officer of Collector is the Revenue 

Divisional Commissioner, Southern Division with Headquarters at 

Berhampur.  The Revenue Divisional Commissioner has the power to revise 

some of his orders on revenue matters and supervises his works and may 

give him general directions.  Above the Revenue Divisional Commissioner is 

the Member, Board of Revenue, who is responsible for the efficient running 

of Revenue Administration throughout the State. 

For maintenance of Law & Order, the Collector and District Magistrate 

is assisted by the Additional District Magistrate, the Sub-Divisional 

Magistrate and other Executive Magistrates. They are vested with Power for 

maintenance of Law & Order and disposal of cases under preventive 

sections of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The Superintendent of Police 

assists the Collector and District Magistrate in the maintenance of Law and 
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Order. Since Nuapada Sub-Division is Co-terminus with Nuapada District, 

different sections of the office of the Sub-Collector have been merged with 

the Collectorate. The Sub-Divisional Administration is thus merged with 

District Administration. However the Court of Sub-Collector-cum-Revenue 

Officer and Sub-Divisional Magistrate functions independently. This Sub-

Collector has the responsibility of supervising revenue works of Tahasils.   

The district has 5 Tahasils namely Nuapada, Komna, Khariar, Boden 

and Sinapali.  Each Tahasil is in charge of a Tahasildar. The Tahasildars are 

responsible for Revenue Administration in their respective Tahasils including 

collection of revenue dues. The Tahasildars are assisted by Additional 

Tahasildars. A Tahasil is further divided into some Revenue Inspector 

Circles which are the lowest unit for collection of land revenue under the in-

charge of Revenue Inspectors. There are 32 Revenue Circles in Nuapada 

District.  

The Tahasil wise number of Revenue Circles and number of the 

villages of the District is as under 

Sl.No. Name of Tahasil No. of R.I.Circles No. of Revenue Villages 

1 Nuapada 10 182 

2 Khariar 04 113 

3 Komna 09 160 

4 Boden 03 88 

5 Sinapali 06 125 

 Total 32 668 

Rural Development under Panchayati Raj Department 

For implementation of the rural development programmes the district 

has been divided into five Blocks (Panchayat Samiti) each in charge of a 

Block Development Officer.  There are a number of Extension Officers in 

different areas to look after the development works. Each Panchayat Samiti 

is further divided into some Gram Panchayats. There are 108 Grama 

Panchayats in Nuapada District. The Tahasil and Block areas are co-

terminus.  The Block and Tahasil headquarters are also same. The district 

Panchayat Office is headed by District Panchayat Officer who looks after 

election, release of Grant in Aid and collection of Utilization Certificates. The 

DPO is also responsible for annual inspection of the Gram Panchayats. The 

overall functioning of the district Panchayat Officer is done under the direct 

supervisor of Collector. 

The entire rural development programme and schemes under 

Panchayati Raj department are implemented at the district, block and Gram 

Panchayat level under the director supervision of the Collector. He is the 

Chief Executive Officer of DRDA who controls the funds flow, monitors and 
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supervises the execution of projects and assists Chairperson of the Zilla 

Parishad in all official matters. All flagship programmes like MGNREGS, 

Rural Housing schemes, NRLM, GGY, BRGF (now closed), SFC and CFC 

grants etc. are directly supervise by Collector. He is the District Programme 

Coordinator (DPC) of MGNREGS. 

Public Distribution System (PDS) 

Procurement, Storage and Distribution of commodities are 

operationalised under the direct supervision of Collector. Fixation of target, 

allotment of millers and milling of paddy and timely distribution of PDS items 

at GP level is decided and monitored by Collector. Selection of beneficiaries 

under NFSA, 2013 as per the criteria fixed by the Government is executed 

and ensured by the Collector. He monitors the stock movement of 

commodities to ensure sufficient availability of food stock at the district level. 

He is the Chairman of District Level Procurement Committee.  

Social Security Schemes 

Collector is the Chairman of Senior Citizen and Disability Welfare 

Committees. The maintenance and Welfare appeals of Senior Act are tried 

by the district Magistrate. Release of grants for NSAP, NFBS, and MBPY etc 

is monitored by him. He receives complains regarding delay of payment or 

any other related matter. Clearance of CM references, MLA references, 

starred and un-starred questions regarding themes schemes are the major 

responsibility of district Collector. 

SC / ST Development  

District Welfare Officer with his sub-ordinate officers and ministerial 

staff function under the direct supervision of Collector. The entire Plans and 

Programmes of Govt. like residential education, distribution of Patta to the 

eligible forest dwellers under FRA, construction of hostel building and its 

maintenance, payment of scholarships etc. implemented for the 

development of SC, ST and Minorities are directly supervised by the 

Collector. He is the Chairmen of Vigilance and Monitoring Committee, 

District level committee of Forest Right Act and urban education.  

Agriculture and Allied Sectors 

In agriculture and allied sector like horticulture, lift irrigation, animal 

resources, Collector leads the districts in planning and implementation of 

different activities. Collector is the Chairman of Dist. Agriculture Committee 

of ATMA and the Chairman of Dist. Level Monitoring Committees of 

Centrally Sponsored schemes like Pradhan Mantri Sichai Yojana, Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, etc.  
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Revenue Administration 

History of land Revenue System during Zamindari 

Nuapada District comprises of the Khariar ex-Zamindari. Till the 

establishment of British rule, there was no regular system of assessment of 

land revenue and the system was haphazard.  Khariar came under the 

British rule in 1818 and was transferred to the Central Provinces in 1862.  

The entire area was declared as Zamindari in 1864.  The Zamindari was 

inalienable and had Land Revenue assessment as prescribed under the 

Central Provinces Land Revenue Act 1917 and the Central Provinces 

Tenancy Act., 1920. 

 The Zamindari was divided into two types of villages viz Thekadari and 

Kham for the purpose of rent collection.  In the Thekadari villages, the 

tenants were paying their rent to the Zamindar through the Thekadars.  But 

the Kham villages were directly controlled by the Zamindar and the tenants 

were paying rent to him directly through his collecting agents.  On 1
st
 April, 

1936 the estate was transferred to Orissa and was included in the district of 

Sambalpur as Nuapada Sub-division.  When the district of Kalahandi was 

formed in 1949, Nuapada Sub-Division was transferred from Sambalpur 

district and added to Kalahandi. Finally on 1
st
 April 1993 it became a District. 

Previous Settlements 

 The First Settlement of the Khariar ex-Zamindari was made between 

1861-67.
70

 The method of survey adopted was known as the Panjabi system 

and measurements were made in English measures. The ex-estate was 

paying to the Government a small portion of its profits. No village 

assessment was attempted in this settlement, the revenue being assessed 

on the average income. The land revenue tokoli and forest tokoli of the 

estate were raised.  After the expiry of first settlement, a resettlement of the 

estate was taken up by Carry in 1888-89.
71

  He went into great details and 

the figures obtained by him were probably reasonably accurate.  In addition 

exhaustive enquiries were made into the claims of the Thekadars to protect 

their status.  Forest Mahals were formed and forest conservation rules were 

drawn up.  In this settlement the land revenue tokoli was based on the Kamil 

Jama.  Kamil Jama refers to that portion of assets which could have been 

taken as revenue, if the Zamindar had been assessed as an ordinary 

Malguzar. During this period, the income of the Zamindari from each village 

was calculated. In case of villages held on Theka the income was Theka 

Jama plus average yearly Nazarana plus any miscellaneous dues that were 
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being levied. In case of Kham villages, the income of the Zamindar 

corresponds with the actual assets ascertained as before for there was no 

intermediary. The information thus obtained was tabulated and a Kamil Jama 

was fixed for each village on the basis of recorded assets.  A light 

assessment was made for Khariar due to the poor quality of soil of the estate 

and as the Police administration continued under the Zamindar. 

The third settlement of the Zamindari was taken up by J.B. Scott from 

1899 to 1902.
72

  It was not deemed advisable to enhance rents in view of the 

severe famines of 1897 and 1900.  Scott ascertained the assets in existence 

and fixed the Kamil Jama and Tokoli accordingly.  The old system of 

assessing land revenue assets and forest income separately was 

abandoned and only one Tokoli was fixed.  Even though famine had broken 

out previously in Chhattisgarh area of which the ex-Khariar estate was a part 

then and had considerably affected the condition of the people, no 

perceptible ameliorative steps were taken in Scott‘s settlement to come to 

the rescue of the poor and suffering tenants excepting the introduction of 

progressive system of enhancement of Tokoli.  The only special feature of 

Scott‘s settlement was that it was based on a soil classification and 

therefore, was found extremely useful for revision of rent.  For the first time 

the principle of progressive rent settlement was also adopted by him.  In this 

settlement all maps were revised and brought up-to-date.  A Wazib-ul-Urz 

(administrative papers) in two parts was prepared and issued for each 

village.  Part-I dealt with the rights and liabilities of the Zamindar as against 

the Government and Part-II dealt with the relation of the Zamindar with the 

Gauntias and the raiyats. Tokolis were revised.  The period of the settlement 

was fixed for 15 years but was extended for another four years. 

 Then came the settlement of Waterfall which commenced in 1921 and 

was completed in 1924.
73

  The court-of-wards administration which just 

preceded the settlement had worked in details the revenue and forest 

administration of the estate.  During the settlement of 1921-24, the rents 

were enhanced by about 30 percent. For the purpose of enhancement, the 

Mahals or villagers were categorized into four classes, viz, A-Superior, B-

Average, C-Inferior and D-Unstable.  The average increase of rent during 

this settlement was about Rs.0.33 paisa to Rs.0.40 paisa per acre.  The rent 

was determined Mahal-wise and not Kisam-wise.  So the land of all varieties 

within a village had the same rate of assessment and the assessment 

fluctuated from Mahal to Mahal.  Hence though the soil factor was taken into 

consideration while enhancing rent, the rent was uniform for all classes of 

land in a village and not as per the Kisam-wise pattern.  In this settlement, 
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the maps and records after cadastral survey were found not very correct or 

authentic.  Hence a revision settlement was undertaken in 1933-34 in which 

the maps and records were corrected. 

 In the ex-Zamindari of Khariar, apart from the Zamindar, there were 

Maufidars including Jagir holders, Thekadars and tenants. 

Zamindari Tenure 

 The Zamindar was the Sadar Lambardar for the entire estate.  The 

tenure of the Zamindari was impartible and non-transferable, save to the 

nearest male heir.  In each such transfer, the approval of the Governor-in-

Council was needed. The Zamindari was held by one person on condition of 

loyalty, proper management and the improvement of the estate. The 

privileges of the Zamindar were personal.  On the death of the Zamindar, the 

estate devolved upon his eldest legitimate son.  In default of a son, the 

widows of the Zamindar succeeded in order of seniority, each for her life 

time.  On the death of the widows, the estate devolved upon the nearest 

legitimate heir of the Zamindar.  The members of the Zamindar family had a 

right to suitable maintenance from the Zamindar. By the time of Waterfall‘s 

settlement, the Zamindar had lost all his rights over police, excise, pandhri 

(trade), ferry and ponds in spite of his fight for these rights. 

 The Maufis were broadly classified into Maufi Khairati and Maufi 

Khidmati. Maufi Khairati land included land held rent-free in lieu of service by 

persons who were not tenants. There might also be land held by persons 

who were tenants but by favour of Malguzars held the lease rent-free or at 

low rates. Maufi Khidmati lands were land held on contract of service to 

village community and included village service holdings and other service 

holdings.  The Maufi Khairati land might be grants for rendering personal 

services to the Zamindar, the Thekadars, or the Mukadamm, and Gauntias 

who were agents of Thekadars, maintenance grants to the relatives of the 

Zamindar, personal grants for past services, or grants given to the deities or 

Brahmins.  Maufi Khairati holdings were all revenue-free grants.  In this ex-

Zamindari, there were 17 types of grants(as recorded in the settlement 

report of 1956-66) for rendering personal services to the ex-Zamindar which 

included grants to Mukadam, Gumasta, Barber, Lohar Washer-man, Jyotish, 

Rajpurohit, Nalia sepoy, etc.  In the settlement conducted by Waterfall in 

1921-24, only Chowkidars were recorded in the settlement papers as Gaon-

ki-Naukar (Nariha, Jhankar, Baiga, Kumbhar, Mali, Weaver and Badyakar) 

and all other service holders were recorded as Thekadar-ka-Naukar though 

all these grants were made either rent-free or on favourable terms for 

rendering services to the village. 
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 Thekadars had the right to collect rent from the tenants of the village 

and to pay the Theka Jama to the Sadar Lambardar (the Zamindar) in time.  

The Theka Jama was equal to the entire assessment of the village.  While 

the Thekadar was liable to pay the total rent he was entitled to collect from 

the village, he made much profits from the ‗Sir‘ lands (which he enjoyed rent-

free) and from the management of the village.  As a matter of fact, the ‗Sir‘ 

lands were generally the most valuable lands in the village. At the time of 

granting Theka lease, the custom was to pay a Nazarana to the Zamindar.  

The usual practice was to enhance the Nazarana at each renewal of the 

Theka lease. This system led to abuse and many aboriginal Thekadars were 

ousted in the process.  In 1888, legislative actions were taken to protect the 

Thekadars. Protection was granted to all Thekadars who could prove long 

possession and fair improvement of the village to their credit.  Hence came 

the distinction between an ordinary Thekadar and a protected Thekadar.  In 

1888, the tenure of a protected Thekadar was made heritable but not 

transferable. Protected Thekadars were not liable to ejectment for mere non-

payment of Thekajama.  His tenure was impartible.  By way of inheritance, it 

used to come to one member of the family.  But in practice the home-farm 

land was divided amongst the members of the Thekadars‘ family.  On 

inheritance by one member to the Thekadars‘ tenure, the non-Thekadars 

who got shares of the home-farm land were liable to pay the assessment in 

respect of ‗Sir‘ land in their possession. 

 The ex-Khariar estate was governed under the Central Provinces 

Tenancy Act, 1920. The Act defines the tenant as a person, who holds under 

another person and it, or but for a contract would be, liable to pay rent for 

such land to such other person, but does not include:- 

(a) a farmer, mortgagee or Thekadar of proprietary rights; or 

(b) a person whom only the right to cut grass, or to graze cattle or to grow 

singhara (traps bispinosa) or  to propagate or collect lac is granted; or 

(c) a servant holding land as his remuneration and not liable to pay any 

rent. 

There were three classes of tenants recognized under the Central 

Provinces Tenancy Act, 1920, viz., (a) absolute occupancy tenant, (b) 

occupancy tenant and (c) sub-tenant. The ex estate had no absolute 

occupancy tenants.  Under the said Act, an occupancy tenant is defined as 

every tenant who is not an absolute occupancy tenant or a sub-tenant.  In 

this ex-estate, on the death of an occupancy tenant, the interest left by the 

tenure could be inherited by a male only in a male line of ascent or descent 

and within seven degrees of kindred from the tenant.  His right of transfer 

was subject to certain conditions.  He could sub-let any right in his holding 
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for one agricultural year provided it did not contain a covenant to renew the 

lease.  He could mortgage by simple mortgage his rights to any co-tenant.  A 

landlord was not competent to eject an occupancy tenant by his own will or 

motion except for arrears of rent or decrees of a civil court. 

A sub-tenant is defined under the said Act as (i) a person who holds 

land from a tenant, (b) who holds land from a Malik-makubuza, or (ii) who 

holds ‗Sir‘ lands as a tenant.  A sub-tenant was holding his lands under such 

terms and conditions as agreed upon between him and his landlord, 

provided, a lease granted to a sub-tenant by any occupancy tenant 

continued to be in force for one year only. 

During the settlement of 1921-24, occupancy tenants and sub-tenants 

were recorded as ‗Maurasi‘ and ‗Sikim respectively. 

In this ex-Zamindari, the land records staff mainly consisted of the 

Patwaris and the Revenue Inspectors who were employed for the survey 

work, i.e. identification of holdings mutations, demarcation, etc. A Patwari 

was kept in charge of a halka.  He was going round his halka to effect all 

changes in holdings due to death, transfer and inheritance. The working 

copy of the village map was corrected as per his corrections. This was 

verified by the Revenue Inspector, the Tahasildar and the Superintendent of 

land records. Due to the introduction of the uniform Tahasil administration, 

the above system of maintaining land records has been abolished. 

Post independence Settlement Operation 

The Government issued a notification in August 1955 under the Central 

Provinces Land Revenue Act, 1881, to take up revenue survey and 

settlement operation in the Nuapada Subdivision (ex-Zamindari of Khariar) 

and declared that the operation should include the revision of land revenue, 

fixing of rent, and preparation of record-of-rights.  The fact that the above Act 

did not apply to the Nuapada subdivision somehow escaped notice at that 

time. Hence in March 1956, a fresh notification was issued by the 

Government cancelling the earlier notification and directing under the Central 

Provinces Land Revenue Act, 1917, to conduct survey and prepare record-

of-rights in the sub-division. The Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1958 

came into force in the Nuapada subdivision from the 15
th
 December, 1960.    

Subsequently the notification of March 1956 was cancelled and in a fresh 

notification it was decided by the Government to carry on revision of record-

of-rights and settlement of rent simultaneously in all land excluding reserved 

forests in the subdivision under the Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1958. 

 The survey and settlement operation in the subdivision of Nuapada was 

completed in 1966. The entire ex-Zamindari area, for the purpose of 
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settlement work, was designated as Block-I. The area was divided into 6 

Kistwar and Khanapuri circles.  Subsequently these circles were split up into 

12 attestation camp. The work relating to final publication of record-of-rights 

and Patta distribution was completed in the area (except one village) by 

January 1968. 

 The land in this  subdivision have been classified as Bahal, Berna, Mal, 

At,Barcha, Kachhar, bagicha, Bari, Munda (including Kata, Bandha and 

Sagar) and Adi. Bahal, Berna and Mal lands are further subdivided into 

Kharipani, Khari, Pani and Mamuli whereas.  At is subdivided into Khari, 

Uuhari and Mamuli.  Bari is subdivided as Bari Pani and Bari Mamuli.  

Villages of the subdivision have been divided into nine assessment groups.  

For the calculation of rent, the soil unit system has been adopted. The 

settlement covered 517 pre-surveyed villages, 105 Masahati villages and 20 

enclaves. Out of the total areas of 1486 square miles of the Nuapada 

subdivision, 959.01 square miles constitute surveyed area and the balance 

of 526.99 square miles constitutes reserve forest.  The total demand has 

been fixed at Rs.5,45,738.50 in this settlement as against Rs.91,078 in the 

last settlement.  Currently revenue works are being done as per Records of 

Right published in 1997. 

Present Revenue Administration 

 After abolition of Thekadari system in Nuapada sub-division, the entire 

subdivision was divided into different Naib-Tahasildar circles and Collection 

of land revenue through the Naib-Tahasildars was introduced.  This was 

rather temporary pending an over-all re-organisation of the Tahasils which 

was ordered by the State Government in 1963.  Accordingly two Tahasils 

were created in the subdivision viz Nuapada and Khariar.  Each Tahasil was 

divided into several Revenue inspector Circles. Each Revenue Inspector 

Circle covered a number of Revenue villages. In each circle there was a 

Revenue Inspector, a Moharir and a peon. The Revenue Inspector was 

collecting Land Revenue, Cess etc. and depositing the same in the 

concerned Tahasil office which again was deposited by the Tahasildar in the 

State Treasury. The Revenue Supervisor posted in the Tahasils was 

responsible for proper and correct maintenance of accounts in the Revenue 

inspector Circles. Now also this system is continuing presently there are 5 

Tahasils in Nuapada district. The Tahasils are located at Nuapada, Komna, 

Khariar, Boden and Sinapali. There are 39 Revenue Inspector Circles in the 

district.  In each Revenue inspector Circle there is a Revenue Inspector, a 

Assistant Revenue Inspector and a peon. Earlier, the Revenue 

Administration was managed by the Odisha Administrative Service officers 

and the Registration wing was managed by the Sub-Registrars. Of late the 

Government have taken steps to fix up cadre and recruit Officers with 
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identified domain for proper administrative functions.  As a result, a cadre of 

Odisha Revenue Service has been created to manage the gap in Revenue 

Administration. 

Registration  

 The Additional District Magistrate is the ex-officio District Registrar.  He 

is assisted by District Sub-Registrar with head quarter at Nuapada.  There is 

another Sub-Registrar at Khariar who is in charge of an ex-officio Sub-

Registrar. The Deputy Inspector General of Registration, Berhampur 

inspects the Registration establishment of the district.  Both offices of District 

Sub-Registrar and Sub-Registrar, Khariar have been computerised and the 

entire works of Registration Offices including the registration of documents 

are done through Computers. The Registration Offices have been linked to 

the Tahasils to facilitate and ensure transaction based Mutations. The 

Registration Offices collect Government Revenue in the form of Stamp duty 

and Registration fees   

Land Reforms 

 As mentioned earlier, in the ex-Zamindari of Khariar, the Central 

provinces Land Revenue Act, 1917 and Central Provinces Tenancy Act, 

1920 are in force.  The tenants had no rights to transfer the land, even 

though it was under the British rule all along. The Orissa Act, 15 was passed 

in 1953 in which the Central provinces Tenancy Act, 1920 was amended as 

a result of which an occupancy tenant was free to sub-let his holding or any 

part thereof for one agricultural year. The occupancy tenant also acquired 

the right of transfer of his holding or portion thereof by sale, mortgage, and 

gift or otherwise to a bonafide agriculturist.  In case of occupancy tenant 

belonging to the scheduled Tribe, right of transfer of holding was restricted to 

another Scheduled Tribe member only. The Act was further amended in 

1958 to allow the occupancy tenants, the right to plant, fell, and enjoy the 

usufructs of the trees of his land including the disposal of timber. With this 

amendment, the occupancy tenants of Nuapada subdivision got all the rights 

which their counterparts of other areas of the State had been enjoying for a 

long time. 

 Another step of Land reforms was the enactment of the Orissa Estates 

Abolition Act, 1951 which resulted in the abolition of all kinds of intermediary 

interests and the age-old barrier between the State and the raiyats.  All the 

tenants were brought under the State Government. The relation between the 

State and the raiyat became cordial. The Act also resulted in vesting of all 

non-raiyati land in the Government, Settlement of homestead and 

agricultural land in khas possession of the ex-intermediaries on the date of 

vesting with them on fair and equitable rent and land of the personal service 
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tenure holders on similar assessment and they were made free from 

rendering any personal service.  The estate of Khariar was vested in the 

state of Orissa with effect from 27
th
 November, 1952. The Act has 

undergone a number of amendments with a view to make its implementation 

easy and to ensure expeditious and effective disposal of cases.  

Intermediary interests of all categories of Thekadars, whether ordinary, 

protected or maufi were vested in the State Government on the 1
st
 June, 

1959. The lands under their khas possession were retained by them on 

payment of fair and equitable rent as raiyats having occupancy right. 

In 1960, a comprehensive legislation, known as the Orissa Land 

Reforms Act was enacted to provide better rights for the weaker section of 

the tenantry and for the fixation of ceiling on the holdings of surplus land.  

The main objects of the Act are introduction of uniformity in land rights; 

conferment of better rights on temporary lessees, share croppers and under-

tenants; conferment of occupancy right in homestead land; settlement of 

disputes between landlords and tenants; protection of the Scheduled Tribes 

and the Scheduled Castes raiyats from illegal alienation of land, resumption 

of land for personal cultivation and determination of the non-resumable 

areas of the tenants; and ceiling fixation on land holdings. Several 

amendments have been made in the Act in 1965, 1967, 1969, 1970, 1973, 

1974, 1975,1976,1980,1 985, 2006, 2012 and 2014. 

 Chapter II of the Act deals with raiyats and tenants.  In the category of 

raiyats are included, in addition to all the persons who had occupancy before 

the commencement of the Act, also persons entitled to acquire occupancy 

right under the Orissa Merged States (Laws) Act, 1950, and temporary 

lessees in personal cultivation of land in vested estates, and the persons in 

personal cultivation of land in respect of which they have been recorded as 

sub-tenants or under-tenants in the Record-of-Rights, provided they acquire 

occupancy right in their temporary lease-holds or under-tenancies, as the 

case may be, in the prescribed manner. 

 Under the above Chapter of the Act, the rights of the raiyats in their 

land are deemed to be permanent, heritable and transferable.  Except the 

privileged raiyats and persons under disability, nobody is allowed to sub-

lease his holding to a tenant.  In this Chapter it has also been provided to put 

a check on the alienation of land by the weaker section of the tenantry.  

According to the Act no transfer by a raiyat of any land settled with him for 

agricultural purpose under a permanent lease from the Government will be 

valid, if such transfer is made within a period of ten years from the date of 

the settlement without obtaining previous permission in writing of the 

Revenue Officer.  A raiyat is not liable for eviction except with due process of 

law.  The chapter further provides that after the commencement of the Act, 
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every person who is a raiyat or a tenant in respect of any land, but has no 

permanent and heritable right in respect of the site on which his dwelling 

house or farm house stands, is deemed to be a raiyat in respect of the whole 

of such site or a portion thereof provided it does not exceed 1/5
th
 of an acre.  

The conditions precedents are that he should have obtained permission for 

the construction of his house from the original landlord and built the house at 

his own expense. 

Partition of holding is being done on mutual consent of co-sharer 

raiyats under section 19 (1) (c) of OLR Act.  Conversion of kissam of land 

from agricultural to non-agricultural is also done under section 8(A) of the Act 

after realizing premium.   

 The transfer of land by a Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes raiyat 

made to a person not belonging to the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled 

Tribes, except with previous permission of the Revenue officer, is made 

invalid and the registering authority have been prohibited to register any 

such document of transfer if it does not accompany a permission letter.  In 

case of allotment of lands surrendered or abandoned by the Scheduled 

Tribes raiyats, preference has also been given to persons belonging to the 

Scheduled Tribes. 

 Chapter IV of the Act deals with ceiling fixation on land holdings which 

is applicable to the lands held by landlords as well as raiyats.  No person 

shall hold land as landlord or raiyat under personal cultivation in excess of 

ceiling area equivalent of 10 standard acres, which means 10,15,30 and 45 

acres of class I, class II, class III, and class IV lands respectively.  For the 

purpose of ceiling fixation the term person includes a company, family, 

association or other body or individual whether incorporated or not, and any 

institution capable of owning or holding property.  If the number of members 

in a family exceeds five, subject to a maximum of 18 standard acres.  

Homestead lands or tanks with their embankments or both to the extent of 

three acres in the aggregate are excluded from the purview of the ceiling 

law. 

 The Act provides for the settlement of surplus land which vests in the 

government as a result of the enforcement of the ceiling provisions in a 

defined order of priority. Seventy per cent of the lands are required to be 

settled with members belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes in proportion to their respective population in the village in which the 

lands are situated, and the remaining lands with other persons. If, however, 

sufficient numbers of persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes or Tribes 

are not available in the village or, being available, they are not willing to 

accept the settlement of land, so much of the land reserved for them may be 
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settled with other persons.  For the purpose of settlement the order of priority 

is prescribed as follows: 

(i) Co-operative farming societies formed by landless agricultural 

labourers, 

(ii) Landless agricultural labourers of the village in which the land is 

situated or of any neighbouring village, 

(iii) ex-Service men or members of the Armed Forces of the Union, if they 

belong to the village in which the land is situated, 

(iv) raiyats who personally cultivate not more than one standard acre of 

contiguous land, and, 

(v) in the absence of persons belonging to any of the foregoing categories, 

any other person. 

Under the ceiling  provision an area of Ac.5177.32 of ceiling surplus 

land vested to Government have been distributed to poor  and  landless  

families which includes 959 Scheduled  Caste and 1022 Scheduled Tribe 

families involving an area of Ac.1639.10 and Ac.1859.90 respectively.   

Chapter V of the Act provides for the administrative machinery for the 

implementation of the land reforms in the State. At the apex is the Land 

Commission which has been constituted to review the progress of land 

reforms from time to time and advise the Government in all matters relating 

to land reforms. The Commission comprises three official and four non-

official members, the Land Reforms Commissioner being the Secretary, ex-

officio. Similarly committees have been set up at the district and the 

Revenue Inspector level. These committees have been formed both with 

official and non-official members. The committees have been set up as per 

the provisions of the Act. 

Under the provisions of Orissa Government Land Settlement Act, 

Government wastelands are being provided to Landless families. Similarly, 

under Basundhara scheme homestead lands are also being provided to the 

homesteadless families. The details of agricultural land and homestead land 

settled with poor landless and homesteadless families in Nuapada district is 

given below. 

Government  waste land distributed for Agricultural purpose in Nuapada District 
Sl.No. Name of the 

Tahasil 
ST SC OC Total 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

1 Nuapada 2807 5686.93 1410 2737.33 2163 3635.85 6380 12060.11 
2 Khariar 1475 2542.65 935 1514.28 1200 1476.23 3610 5533.16 
3 Komna 788 727.21 423 136.47 389 316.91 1600 1180.59 
4 Boden 426 460.23 48 53.12 239 236.02 713 749.37 
5 Sinapali 2681 4561.01 1538 2891.50 2223 2640.26 6442 10094.31 
 Total 8177 13978.03 4354 7332.70 6214 8305.27 18745 29617.54 
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Government   land distributed for House site purpose  in Nuapada District 
Sl.No. Name of the 

Tahasil 
ST SC OC Total 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

No. Area 
in Ac. 

1 Nuapada 220 8.79 120 4.79 207 8.22 547 21.80 

2 Khariar 2784 111.22 2360 94.36 2654 117.2 7798 322.78 

3 Komna 1723 66.74 860 34.90 1623 70.15 4206 171.79 

4 Boden 1091 62.17 369 20.71 1229 57.72 2689 140.60 

5 Sinapali 306 12.32 163 6.52 258 10.39 727 29.23 

 Total 6124 261.24 3872 161.28 5971 263.68 15967 686.20 

Powers and functions of Revenue officers 

Traditionally the Revenue Officers are vested with the powers of 

Executive Magistrates to deal with the preventive sections of Cr.P.C. 

because most of the disputes in rural areas arise out of land. 

Land Revenue administration is the prime job of the Revenue Officers.  

Updation of land records and mutation proceeding is a major function at 

Tahasil level and whenever somebody purchases land, he/she wants to 

update the land records in his/her name. Previously the process of mutation 

was on the basis of the applications filed by the purchaser of the land.   

Subsequently it has become transaction based. Whenever somebody 

purchases land, the transaction is made in the Sub-Registrar office and then 

transferred electronically to the Tahasil office.  The Tahasildar then institutes 

suo-motu mutation cases. Because of the coming into force of disposal of 

mutation proceedings under the purview of Odisha Rights to Public Service 

Act, it has been made mandatory on the part of the Tahasildar to complete 

the process of mutation proceedings within a period of 4 months.  Previously 

the Tahasildars/Additional Tahasildars were only authorized to take up 

mutation cases but subsequently State Government have liberalized the 

subject and the Revenue Inspectors have been authorized to take up 

uncontested mutation cases which are subsequently confirmed by the 

Tahasildar/Additional Tahasildar and correction is effected thereafter. 

Management of minor minerals like sand, morrum, ordinary stone etc., 

is also an important function of the Revenue Officer.  Government gets 

royalty out of extraction of minor minerals. In 2013, the OMMC Rule has 

been amended wherein environmental clearance has become mandatory 

before operationalisation of minor mineral sources. 

Sources of Revenue 

Revenue from Land (cess, irrigation dues and conversion fees), Sairat 

under the Odisha Minor Mineral Concession Rules and Miscellaneous 

Revenue and Registration dues are the major sources of government 
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revenue along with the Excise and Transport registration revenue. Land 

Revenue is collected from the Raiyats in the form of cess and irrigation dues 

together.   There are 80 Sairat Sources in Nuapada district which includes 

mainly sand, ordinary stone and morrum. The Sairat sources are being 

managed through approved mining plan as per the new policy of the state.  

Major amount of land revenue is collected through settlement of Sairat 

Sources and premium collected for conversion of agricultural land into non-

agricultural land under the OLR Act. This source also includes the premium 

collected from various organisations, in whose favour land is leased out 

under the OGLS Act. 

(a) Collection of Land Revenue  

Sl No Year Demand in Rs. Collection in Rs. Balance in Rs. % 

1 2010-11 9188033.55 8478830.00 709203.55 92.28 

2 2011-12 8201873.85 7572306.00 629567.85 92.32 

3 2012-13 12675160.65 13352946.00 -677785.35 105.35 

4 2013-14 11879290.55 16185515.00 -4306224.45 136.25 

5 2014-15 12327279.50 13406383.65 -1079104.15 108.75 

(b) Collection of Stamp Duty 

Financial year Target in Rs. In 

Lakhs 

Collection in Rs. Balance if any 

in Rs 

Remarks 

2010-11 182.00 13892094.00 0 76.33% 

2011-12 190.00 16158629.00 0 85.04% 

2012-13 218.50 16469737.00 0 75.38 

2013-14 321.43 19691783.00 0 61.26% 

2014-15 285.71 19921899.00 0 69.73% 

(c)  Collection Registration Fees: 

Financial year Target in Rs. In 

Lakhs 

Collection in Rs. Balance if any 

in Rs 

Remarks 

2010-11 72.00 6025696.00 0 83.69% 

2011-12 75.00 6646190.00 0 88.61% 

2012-13 86.25 6867753.00 0 79.63% 

2013-14 128.57 8410571.00 0 65.42% 

2014-15 114.29 8382993.00 0 73.35% 

From the above data it is seen that the percentage of collection of land 

revenue is showing an increasing trend over the years. But reverse is the 

trend in the collection of registration fees and stamp duty. The former may 

be attributed to non enhancement of amount of land revenue by Government 

and sound financial condition of the raiyats. The later may be attributed to 

less number of sale transactions which indicates that people are more 

attached to their land. Restriction imposed on SC/ST land owners under 

section 22 of the OLR Act to alienate their land may be another factor. 
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Modernization of Land records 

In the way of modernizing and bringing efficiency to the land revenue 

administration as well as to make it citizen-centric, technological intervention 

has been envisaged under the centrally sponsored Digital India Land 

Records Modernization Programme (DILRMP). Major focus of the 

Programme is on citizen services.  Various components of the programme 

are underway in the district which have been outlined below. 

 Under DILRMP, all textual data of records of rights are being updated 

and computerized. Data conversion of all textual records has been 

completed in respect of all Tahasils of the district and has been hoisted in 

the Bhulekh website.  Computerized RoRs are being issued to the citizens.  

Re-entry of RoR data is being done on continuous basis for further updation.  

Cadastral map-sheets of all the villages of the district are to be digitized and 

mosaicised.  All those maps are to be integrated with the textual RoR data of 

Bhulekh website for public view and official use.  The process is going on.  

Steps have been taken to make the mutation process transaction based in 

which notices of all transactions registered in the registration offices are sent 

by the registering officers to the concerned Tahasil offices for initiation of 

mutation proceedings. There has been a sharp decline in the from-3 

application based mutation cases during the last 2-3 years. Further, all 

Tahasildars have been instructed suitably to dispose all un-contested 

mutation cases within a maximum period of three months. People have been 

greatly benefitted due to quicker updation of land records. 

 In line with computerizing the Tahasil offices of the district, Tahasil level 

computer cells have been made functional in all Tahasils of the district.  

Information technology is being used for maintaining village wise property 

records and for providing services to citizens in a better way. 

 All the Tahasil Offices have been provided with broadband internet 

connectivity. In addition, virtual private network over Broad Band (VPNOBB) 

has been provided in the Tahasil offices for secured data transmission. The 

VPNOBB connectivity is being used to transmit the updated RoR data from 

the concerned Tahasils to the NIC Headquarters through File Transfer 

Protocol (FTP) for reflection of the same in the Bhulekh website.  Steps have 

also been taken to provide connectivity through Odisha State Wide Area 

Network (OSWAN) to all Sub-Collectorate, Tahasils and Registration offices 

of the District. The District Headquarters are already connected with 

OSWAN. 

 In order to replace the existing system of physical storing and 

maintenance of land records which has a lot of shortcomings and 

inconvenience, Modern Record Rooms in Tahasil offices are being created 
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under DILRMP. In these Modern Record Rooms, valuable revenue case 

records shall be stored electronically through document management 

system software after their scanning. Maintenance of land records in the 

dematerialized format shall go a long way in long-term storage of the 

valuable revenue case records as well as in providing better citizen centric 

services. As of now, Modern Record Rooms have been made functional in 

all Tahasils of the District. 

 Under DILRMP, all the Registration Offices of the district have been 

computerized with adequate hardware, software.  All the Registration offices 

are connected to the Central Server at the State level through dedicated 

software on Virtual private Network (VPN) mode. Bio-metric authentication 

system has already been put in place in all the Registration offices.  Data 

Entry of Valuation details, legacy encumbrance Data and scanning of old 

documents in respect of all records from 1995 to-date has been 

accomplished. Citizens are being provided immediate services such as 

Encumbrance Certificates (E.C) and Certified Copies (C.C) at the 

Registration offices. 

Bhulekh 

 It is a standard term used in Indian Land Records.  People of Odisha 

can visit Bhulekh Odisha website to get information on land records.  For 

availing online land records, Revenue and Disaster management 

Department of Odisha has created the Land records portal in the first decade 

of 21
st
 Century and it is popular by the name of Bhulekh Odisha. 

 The Bhulekh site has been designed by NIC for providing all sorts of 

land related information through internet to the people.  Each Tahasil of the 

district have uploaded all sorts of land records of their villages under rule of 

RoR (Record of Right) as well as ROI (Right of Information) meaning that all 

common citizens are having full right for getting all sorts of information 

related to their queries. 

 Individuals can directly visit bhulekh.ori.nic.in for complete information. 

Here users will be required to select name of district, Tahasil, Sub-Division, 

Khatian number, name of village, plot number, or the tenant name for 

viewing online land records on Odia font.  On this specific portal, related 

forms and maps can also be availed (Bhunaksa). 

e-Mutation 

 e-Mutation is proposed to be introduced in Nuapada Tahasil as a Pilot 

Project shortly. Under e-mutation the Tahasildar has to initiate cases on 

receipt of on-line intimation from the office of the Sub-Registrar or any other 

stakeholder.  The case number is allotted automatically by the system. The 
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Tahasildar will send the case records on-line to the concerned R.I. who will 

send the case record on-line to the Tahasildar after disposal for confirmation. 

After confirmation of the case records by the Tahasildar, the case record will 

be  sent  on-line  to  the Record  Room  for  correction of  record.  To make 

e-mutation successful all R.I. circles need to be given un-interrupted power 

supply and internet connectivity. 

e-District Project and Issue of Miscellaneous Certificate 

   The Tahasildar generally issues miscellaneous Certificates such as, 

Residential Certificate, Income Certificate, Legal heir Certificate and 

Solvency Certificate under Odisha Misc. Certificate Rules, 1984.  The 

previous practice was to receive applications for different certificates in the 

office of the Tahasildar and the same was forwarded to the concerned R.Is 

for necessary enquiry and again on the basis of the enquiry report of R.Is 

and with reference to the relevant documents the Tahasildar issued 

Certificates.  But after implementation of the e-District Project, CSCs have 

been appointed across the district to provide service to the public faster and 

at the door step. Now people are submitting the applications to the 

Tahasildar through CSCs and after necessary enquiry and getting the 

approval of Tahasildars, the applicants are receiving certificates from the 

CSCs without going to the Tahasil Office. The applicants are also getting 

SMS alert at each step till delivery of Certificates.  After implementation of e-

District project, applicants are no longer visiting the offices and the mischief 

of touts and middlemen have been eliminated. Under e-District Project all 

Miscellaneous Certificate cases are now monitored online.  Thus landmark 

reforms in revenue administration have been made in recent years due to 

computerization and online monitoring.   

Citizen Centric Services 

 All the Tahasils have adopted e-services for providing Miscellaneous 

Certificates to the applicants through Common Service Centres (CSCs) 

through the e-District Project. The applicants of all the Tahasils are being 

benefited through the process. However, availability of continuous and 

uninterrupted internet service remains an issue in the process. Odisha State 

Wide Area Network (OSWAN) is gearing up to provide internet services to 

the constituent offices of the district.  Baring a few, the Revenue Circle 

Offices have been electrified and all the Revenue Inspectors have been 

provided with computers for easy and efficient functioning of their office. 

 Land Pass Book scheme has been implemented in the district through 

which updated land accounts are provided to the Raiyats. 
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Disaster preparedness and Mitigation 

The Emergency Section is one of the important sections of the 

Collectorate which oversees the disaster preparedness, disaster response 

and disaster mitigation measures. The Nuapada district is prone to drought.  

The Emergency Section has over these years put into practice preparedness 

measures for minimizing the response time at the time of Natural Calamities. 

It liaises and coordinates with all the sub-ordinate offices as well as the 

line department, district level offices for effective Disaster Preparedness, 

Response and Mitigation in times of natural calamities. The district 

emergency officer oversees and coordinates all the matters relating to 

disaster preparedness, response and mitigation measures. 

―Alertness‖ is the password for functioning in the Emergency Section.  

All the staffs assigned to the Emergency Section are expected to live up to 

this benchmark. The Emergency Section acts as the Nodal Agency for 

convening the District Level natural calamity Committee meeting twice in a 

year to take stock of the preparedness measures. In times of natural 

calamities, it is the nodal agency for coordination of relief-rescue-

rehabilitation measures. Besides this, administration of relief as per the 

revised calamity relief fund norms as well as the directives of the SRC / 

Revenue and Disaster Management Department are also routed through the 

emergency Section.  Payment of ex-gratia, input subsidy and assistance to 

the beneficiaries out of the CMRF is also given through the emergency 

section.   

MLAs, MPs, President, Zilla Parishad, Chairman of Panchayat Samitis, 

Chairman of ULBs, and recognized Political Parties are members of the 

District Level Natural Calamity Committee who in the meetings of the 

Committee interact with the line department officials which help in effective 

and expeditious functioning during post-disaster situations. 

Disaster Resilient infrastructures in Nuapada District 

Vulnerability of district 

Nuapada, when carved out of Kalahandi, many of the drought-prone 

blocks came under the jurisdiction of Nuapada district. The District is more 

prone to sunstrokes, lightening, landslides & heat waves.  

To prevent loss of human lives & livestock the state government 

decided to build elevated structures to withstand very high wind speeds, 

proof against flooding and resistance to moderate earthquakes. Two types of 

drawing and designs have been developed by IIT, Kharagpur; one for 3000 

capacity & another for 2000 capacity. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalahandi
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Accordingly, flood shelters are being constructed above High Flood 

Level (HFL) with raised platform & stilted floors in different vulnerable areas 

of Sinapali Blocks of the district basing on the recommendations received 

from the district administration. 

Use of the shelter buildings 

Almost all the shelter buildings are mainly constructed inside the school 

premises or adjacent to the school so that it can be used as class rooms 

during normal time and potential shelters at the time of disasters. The 

ground floors of these buildings have been designed to be used as shelters 

for live-stocks during emergencies. Relief materials and medicines can be 

stacked for emergent situations. Additionally, these shelter buildings can be 

used as community halls and can be put to various other community uses 

like Anganwadi centres, training centres, marriage mandaps and for other 

social gatherings etc. with payment of agreed user charges. Therefore, the 

shelter buildings are known as Multipurpose Flood Shelters (MFS). 

Features and facilities available in the MFS buildings 

 All the MFS have separate hall & toilets for men and women,  special 

room for the sick, labour room, one store room, drinking water supply 

through submersible pump, internal electrical wiring with all fittings, ramp of 

1:12 slope & separate toilets for disabled persons, 5 KVA noiseless diesel 

generator, shelter level emergency equipments etc.   

Community based management & maintenance of the shelter buildings 

and Capacity Building of community 

 To ensure the sustainable maintenance of these shelter buildings, 

community-based Flood Shelter Management & Maintenance Committees 

(FSMMC) are formed and imparted suitable orientation trainings. In addition, 

shelter level taskforce volunteers have been identified and they are being 

oriented, trained and involved regularly. Further, the shelter level Mock Drill 

on disaster preparedness is also conducted at each shelter on 19
th
 June 

every year. The minor repair works of the shelter buildings are taken up by 

the FSMMC whereas the responsibility of the major repairs lies with the 

authority. All the FSMMCs have been provided with corpus fund to the tune 

of Rs. 5.00 lakh each for regular capacity building of the local community out 

of the interest generated per year.  

Different Schemes for construction of MCS & MFS 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Scheme MCS / 
MFS 

No. of Shelters Period of 
construction 

i.  Chief Minister‘s Relief Fund MFS   01 Post Phailin (2013-
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(CMRF)  14) 

 Total  01  

Availability of Block-wise shelters in Nuapada district 
Sl. No. Name of the Block Total number of MCS & MFS 

1.  Sinapali 01 

 Total 01 

Construction of MFS under Chief Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF) 

After Phailin, visualizing the requirement for more cyclone/flood shelters 

in Odisha, the State Government has decided to construct 01 MFS out of the 

Chief Minister‘s Relief Fund in Nuapada district.  
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CHAPTER-X 

LAW & ORDER AND JUSTICE 

  

Law & Order situation of a particular area depends upon the social 

conditions and behaviour of its populace. Nuapada has chequered through a 

peculiar history that needs recapitulation. Centuries ago, Maraguda Valley of 

this region was the seat of successive civilization. Relics discovered across 

the plateaus strongly suggest that people inhabiting this area had a high 

degree of civic sense and lifestyle. Various dynasties have ruled here. 

Revenue management and administration of justice has undergone constant 

reformation with the flux of time. The rulers of this region were well prepared 

to tackle any situation of internal crimes or incursion from outside. 

Especially, ‗Raital Bandh‘ and the forts of ‗jumalgarh‘ demonstrate the 

standard of security that was contemplated to pre-empt untoward incidents.  

Such was the standard of security arrangements that great warrior Veer 

Surendra Sai found it safe to take a refuge in the intractable hills of 

Sunabeda and hoodwinked the mighty Britishers for more than four years. 

By and large, the people of this region are peace loving. In the kingship 

days, Durbar administration prevailed. After it came under British rule, 

Courts of justice came in vogue. 

Present Nuapada district is the new shape of erstwhile Khariar 

Zamindari.  The Zamindar was responsible for land management.  On his 

advice a Kotwal was appointed for a village or cluster of small villages.  He 

acted as the cornerstone of police establishment. The said Kotwal was 

acting as village Police Officer with statutory responsibility of reporting a 

crime.  He was skilled in tracking criminals.  In lieu of service, he was given 

lands to cultivate and enjoy its usufructs. The said lands were service tenure, 

otherwise known as Maufi lands for which no rent was levied. The post was 

heritable to some extent and upon the death of a Kotwal, his eldest son (if 

available) was appointed with succession to the service tenure. 

When the process of unification of Odisha started, there was a 

committee formed to reorganize Odia speaking tracts into a separate 

province.  The said committee headed by Mr. Nilamani Senapati surveyed 

this area and selected Nuapada as the headquarters of a new sub-division. 

What weighed with the committee were, good climate, potable water and 

more importantly a railway link that connected Nuapada with other parts of 

undivided India much prior to formation of Odisha. 
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Justice 

Nuapada was a part of princely state Khariar in the Tahasil of 

Mahasamund under Raipur district in the erstwhile Central Provinces and 

Berar. Subsequently, since 1936 it became a new sub-division of Sambalpur 

district. A deputy commissioner stationed at Nuapada used to exercise the 

executive and judicial power. While dealing with criminal cases, at a later 

point the Sub-Divisional Officer was assisted by second and third Officers to 

cope up with rising volume of litigations. Second Officer used to exercise the 

power of Judicial Magistrate. He used to dispense the criminal justice. Mainly 

the SDO used to or Criminal & Revenue Cases in his court that functioned 

initially in tents in front of Boy‘s LP school. Due to its inception as a 

subdivision under Sambalpur district on 1
st
 April 1936, employees and 

people of Sambalpur area came in great number to Nuapada in pursuit of 

different avocations. There were no pleaders or advocates.  Mr. Batakrushna 

Mahanty from Bargarh and Mr. Nityanand Behera from Sambalpur shifted 

their practice to Nuapada as pleaders at the earliest point of time.  It is 

significant to note that Nuapada Bar Association, formed in 1948 was the 

first Bar Association of undivided Kalahandi. The Munsif from Bargarh used 

to camp here every month for a couple of days to dispose of the civil 

litigations. On 01.11.1949, Kalahandi formed into a new district. So Nuapada 

sub-division being carved out of from Sambalpur district got annexed with 

Kalahandi district. After its inclusion in Kalahandi district and formation of 

Bolangir Judgeship, the Munsif of Titilagarh used to hold Circuits at Nuapada 

for disposal of civil suits. For a pretty long time the judiciary of Nuapada was 

attached to judgeship of Bolangir and the District Judge of Bolangir had 

regular circuits at Nuapada.  Due to its peculiar geographical situation the 

people of Nuapada had to face a lot of difficulties for redressal of their 

administrative matters. They had to wend through a circuitous way to 

Bhawanipatna as it was under the control of Collector, Kalahandi. In the year 

1967, the court of Sub-Divisional Judicial Magistrate was started functioning 

at Nuapada. In 1948, Nuapada BAR was formed with just 3 Pleaders. The 

Nuapada Bar Association is the oldest of undivided Kalahandi district. In July 

1993 it became the District BAR Association. 

Until 1984-85, going to Bhawanipatna and attending the Office and 

court of Collector and A.D.M was a tough task. For, there was no all weather 

road link.  People had to board a train to Kesinga at night and from Kesinga 

they had to reach Bhawanipatna early morning. After doing their work at 

Bhawanipatna, they had to get back again in night taking the same route.  

That means, for a petty matter one had to waste a full day and two full 

nights. On 21
st
 March, 1987 the court of Sub-ordinate Judge was established 

with the posting of a Sub-ordinate judge. To cope up with rising volume of 
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criminal litigation in the locality of Khariar, one judicial Magistrate First Class 

court was opened on 21
st
 March 1987. On 27.03.2000 the court of Additional 

District & Session Judge, Nuapada was inaugurated. On 07.07.2012, after 

being bifurcated from Kalahandi Judgeship, the Nuapada judgeship was 

inaugurated. The court of SDM had been set up earlier at Nuapada and it 

functioned as a single court for dealing with all criminal matters of five police 

stations - Nuapada, Jonk, Khariar, Sinapali and Komna. 

The Grama Nyayalaya has also been inaugurated at Komna by Hon‘ble 

Justice Shri R.B Dash on 11.01.2014 for providing justice to the litigation at 

the door steps. Now there is a plan to setup court of JMFC at Sinapali and 

Boden and a court of Civil Judge, Senior Division at Khariar.  

The new District Court building coming up is adjacent to the existing 

court building. 

As per the monthly statistical data regarding institution disposal and 

pendency of the Judgeship of Nuapada during the month of February 2016 it 

is revealed that there were 1090 Civil Cases and 9597 Criminal Cases 

pending at the beginning of the month. New 50 Civil Suits and 362 Criminal 

Cases were instituted during the month and 34 Civil suits and 347 Criminal 

Cases were disposed of. There were 62 Civil Suits and 1934 Criminal Cases 

were pending for more than 5 years. 

Bar Association, Nuapada 

The Orissa Legal Aid to Poor Rules, 1975, came into force on the 15th 

December, 1975. Accordingly, the District Legal Aid to Poor Committee has 

been formed with a panel of names of the legal practitioners to be entrusted 

with such cases. Under the Rule, nine persons applied for help of which 

three for filling suits under Civil Law, one under the Orissa Money-lenders' 

Act, two under section 324 of the Indian Penal Code, two for maintenance 

suit, and one under the Orissa Land Reforms Act. Besides, out of the grants 

available under the welfare budget for legal aid, pecuniary help was 

accorded to eight Scheduled Tribes and eleven Scheduled Castes people 

during 1975-76. 

Police 

A new era of dispensing administrative justice ushered when the single 

Sub-Division was carved out as a new district on 1st April, 1993. Needy 

people started getting appellate and revision in revenue cases at Nuapada.  

That is cost-effective as well as time saving. Police administration did 

drastically change with incumbency of independent Superintendent of 

Police.  To keep pace with surging crime and Maoist menace, number of 

Police Stations has been enhance to 09 from existing 06 w.e.f. 9
th
 July, 
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2014. Beltukri PS was carved out of Jonk PS; Lakhna PS was carved out 

from Komna and Nuapada PS; and Dharambandha PS was carved out from 

Nuapada PS.  Presently, the following nine PSs are functioning in Nuapada 

district: 

01. Nuapada PS currently caters to a total of 54 villages under 07 Gram 

Panchayats. 

02. Komna PS currently caters to a total of 140 villages under 22 Gram 

Panchayats. 

03. Khariar PS currently caters to a total of 118 villages under 18 Gram 

Panchayats. 

04. Boden PS currently caters to a total of 91 villages under 14 Gram 

Panchayats 

05. Sinapali PS currently caters to a total of 127 villages under 21 Gram 

panchayats. 

06. Jonk PS currently caters to total of 41 villages under 09 Gram 

panchayats. 

07. Beltukri PS currently caters to a total of 34 villages under 04 Gram 

panchayats. 

08. Lakhna PS currently caters to a total of 35 villages under 05 Gram 

Panchayats. 

09. Dharambandha PS currently caters a total of 44 villages of 07 Gram 

Panchayats. 

Statement showing the number of police sub-divisions and police 
stations in the district of Nuapada is given below: 

Sub-Divisions      Police Stations 

1. Nuapada      1. Nuapada PS 

2. Jonk PS 

3. Komna PS 

4. Lakhna PS 

5. Dharambandha PS 

6. Beltukri PS 

2. Khariar      1. Khariar PS 

        2. Sinapali PS 

        3. Boden PS 

Since the district started functioning w.e.f. 01.04.1993, the strength of 

police force then consisted of 01 Superintendent of Police, 01 Sub-Divisional 

Police Officer–cum-Deputy Superintendent of Police, 03 Inspectors of Police, 

16 Sub-Inspectors of Police, 26 Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police, 01 
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Sergeant, 01 Drill Sub-Inspector, 02 Havildar Majors, 23 Havildars , 04 

Naiks, 04 LNK, 242  Constables and Ministerial officers and Menials.  

At present the sanctioned strength has been augmented and includes 

One Superintendent of Police, 01 Additional Superintendent of Police, 02 

Sub-Divisional Police Officers, 02 Deputy Superintendent of Police, 13 

Inspectors of Police, 46 Sub-Inspectors of Police, 50 Assistant Sub-

Inspectors of Police, 01 Reserve Inspector of Police, 01 Sergeant of Police, 

01 Finger Print expert Police, 02 Drill Sub-Inspectors of Police, 03 Havildar 

Majors, 01 Havildar Major, 43 Havildars, 07 LNK, 23 Assistant Drivers, 338 

Constables and 117 OAPF personnel. One separate District Forensic 

Science Laboratory has also been sanctioned consisting of 01 Scientific 

Officer, 01 Laboratory Assistant, 01 Photographer ASI and Laboratory 

Attendant. In addition, ministerial officers and Menials are also posted as per 

present requirement.  

The ordinary reserve of the district which mainly provides staff to the 

civil police consists of 13 Inspectors, 46 sub-Inspectors, 50 Asst. Sub-

Inspectors, 10 Havildars, and 213 Constables. They are primarily meant for 

detection and prevention of Crime and for restoration of law and order.   

To meet emergency and to deal with law and order problems when the 

ordinary reserve staff fail to manage the situation, to escort police arms and 

ammunition and prisoners and to guard treasury and banks, there is an 

Armed Reserve police force consisting of 01 Reserve Inspector, 01 Sergeant 

of Police, 02 Drill Sub-Inspectors, 03 Havildars Majors, 21 Havildars, 07 

Lance Naiks and 125 Constables. 

Police staffs have been posted in Sub-Divisional Courts of the district 

for prosecution of Police Cases. The staffs comprise of 02 Sub-Inspectors, 

02 Assistant Sub-Inspectors and 10 Constables in Sadar Court, Nuapada 

and 01 Sub-Inspector, 01 Assistant Sub-Inspector and 05 Constables for 

Khariar Court. 

The District Home Guard Organization was established on 01.04.1993 

after separation from erstwhile Kalahandi district. The present sanctioned 

strength is 160. The aim and objective of the organization is to maintain law 

and order in the society, to have trained personnel besides military and 

police, to act in emergency and to help police department at the time of 

natural calamities, local festivals, elections, strikes etc. Training in fire 

fighting, rescue operations, civil defence and Thana maintenance are being 

imparted to them. They are paid duty call up allowance when they are called 

for any duty.  
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The Traffic sanctioned strength is 01 Havildar and 02 Constables. But 

there is no traffic standpoint in Nuapada. The Traffic Staff are being 

mobilized at the main junctions in Nuapada to maintain the trafficking.  

There is one wireless station in the district established at Nuapada. The 

sanctioned strength of the post consists of 01 Sub-Inspector, 02 Assistant 

Sub-Inspectors and 02 Constables. 

The district has two Intelligence Staff establishments one at Nuapada 

(ISB Post) and the other at Khariar (SB Post). In these two establishments 

01 Inspector, 01 Assistant Sub-Inspector and 03 Constables have been 

posted by the Superintendent of Police, Special Branch, Odisha, 

Bhubaneswar.  

The Chowkidars and the Jhankars constituted the village Police in the 

district. Though not Police officials, the Chowkidars in the village performed 

the duty of policemen like reporting commission of offences, movement of 

professional criminals and arrival and departure of strangers.  Besides, they 

helped the Police in detection of crimes. They used to go to the police 

station every week to submit the statistics of births and death in the villages. 

The Jhankars were assisting the Chowkidars and were worshipping the 

village deity. The Chowkidars as well as the Jhankars were remunerated 

with jagir lands or were paid by the Government. The Chowkidari system 

was abolished in the district from Ist May, 1965 and the Chowkidars were 

replaced by Beat Constables from that date.  Along with the Chowkidars, the 

Jhankars also ceased to function as village police.  But the Jhankars still 

perform the worship of the village deity for which they are remunerated by 

the Government. Now 232 Grama Rakhies are engaged in different Police 

Stations against the sanctioned strength of 263 to do village policing.  

Apart from Naxalite menace, other major crimes reported in the district 

are Murder, Dacoity, Robbery, burglary, theft, cheating, rioting, rape etc. The 

Crimes registered in the district under 08 major heads during the period from 

2006 to 2010 are given below: 

Head 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Murder 13 17 11 17 12 

Dacoity 03 01 02 03 02 

Robbery 10 04 07 18 11 

Burgulary 34 30 42 22 31 

Theft 70 59 78 47 64 

Cheating 08 21 08 16 14 

Rioting 25 20 30 12 23 

Rape 09 05 14 17 13 

 The following table shows the incidence of different types of crimes in 

the district from 2011 to 2015 i.e. during the last 05 years. 
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Head Year, 2011 Year, 2012 Year , 2013 Year, 2014 Year, 2015 

Murder 17 19 17 14 12 

Dacoity 05 04 11 04 08 

Robbery 11 16 22 20 09 

Burglary 32 23 41 56 34 

Theft 61 61 85 74 76 

Cheating 17 29 40 20 32 

Rioting 16 36 25 31 20 

Rape 04 18 24 26 24 

The first Maoist incident in Nuapada district took place on 23
rd

 June 

2009 when Cherechuan forest beat house was set on fire by a group of 

Maoist and the Ist Civilian killing by Maoists took place on 15
th
 November 

2009 when Kiran alias Kishan Rout of village Dhekunpani was killed. In 

addition to it, a number of incidents have taken place in which 13 Civilians 

have been killed as mentioned below: 

Sl. 
No. 

Name & address  of the deceased Date of occurrence Govt. Compensations paid if 
any 

01 Kiran @ Kishan Rout  
At: Dhenkunpali 
PS:Dist: Nuapada 

15.11.2009 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

02 Chandrasing Barge 
At: Sunabeda 
PS: Komna, Dist: Nuapada 

17.11.2009 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

3 Sangram Swain 
At: Korkor, PS: NialiDist: Cuttack 

28.04.2004 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

4 Tuna @ SumantaPatra 
At/PS: Sinapali, Dist: Nuapada 

03.05.2011 Yet to be finalized due to 
non submission of 
documents. 

5 Nag Babu Majhi 
At: Darlipakhan, PS/Dist: Nuapada 

26.05.2011 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

6 Paramram Majhi 
At: Kalmidadar 
PS/Dist: Nuapada 

27.05.2011 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

7 Hrushikesh Pradhan 
At: Salepadar 
PS/Dist: Sonepur 

09.06.2011 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

8 Sunil Kumar Dewangan 
At/PS: Dharambandha 
Dist: Nuapada. 

19.11.2011 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

9 Rita Das  
At: Sunabeda PS: Komna 
Dist: Nuapada 

24.02.2012 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

10. Abdul Sattar 
At: Nangalbod 
PS: Sinapali, Dist: Nuapada 

19.09.2012 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

11 Chaitanya Majhi 
At: Patpani, PS: Komna 
Dist: Nuapada 

08.02.2013 Ex-gratia amount of Rs. 2 
lakh already paid 

12 Bishnu Meher 
At: Gatibeda, PS: Komna 
Dist: Nuapada 

28.10.2013 Yet to be finalized due to 
non submission of 
documents 

13 Gajapati Majhi 
At: Patdhara(Dhobghat) 
PS: Boden, Dist: Nuapada 

18.04.2016 Yet to be finalized due non 
submission of documents 
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During the period 03 Police personnel (list furnished below) have been 

killed while discharging their duties. Due to gravity of the threat of growing 

naxalism, CRPF 216 Bn has been deployed in Nuapada district since 

22.09.2011 and large numbers of paramilitary Forces and SOG Units have 

been stationed in Nuapada district to conduct Anti Naxal Operations to 

normalize the situation and to nab the Maoist leaders. Besides, all Police 

Stations of Nuapada district have been declared as Category-B Naxal 

affected Police Stations to augment the sanctioned strength to tackle the 

present situation vide Government of Odisha, Home Department letter No. 

32179/D7A dated 30.08.2013. 

Police Personnel killed during 2012-2013 

Sl. No. Name & Rank of Police 
personnel 

Date of 
occurrence 

Govt. 
Compensations 
paid if any 

01 ASI Kruparam Majhi 
At/PS: Beltukri 
Dist: Nuapada 

08.05.2012 Already paid 

02 Constable Prakash Kumar 
Rout, At/PS/Dist: Nuapada 

29.11.2013 Already paid 

03 SPO Debendra Dharua 
At: Palsamal PS: Boden 
Dist: Nuapada 

29.11.2013 Already paid 

 

The Superintendent of police is in charge of overall Police 

administration of the district. He is assisted by One Additional 

Superintendent of Police, two Sub-Divisional Police Officers, two Deputy 

Superintendent of Police, 13 Inspectors, 46 Sub-Inspectors and other Sub-

ordinate staff including ministerial staff and menials. 

Posts of 117 OAPF have been sanctioned for this district. The 

sanctioned strength of Grama Rakhies is 263 who are being utilized in 

inaccessible areas for village policing for taking prompt action.  

The Armed Police Reserve functioning at Silda, Nuapada also looks 

after the law and order situation.  It is headed by one Reserve Inspector, one 

Sergeant, 03 DSIs and other subordinate Staff. 

The number of Home Guards of Nuapada district is 160 who are being 

utilized for supplementing the District Force in maintaining law and order 

situations and other miscellaneous.  

Community Policing 

For Community Policing function in the district, all the Police Stations 

have been divided into 5/6 beats. A Beat Officer/Constable has been 
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engaged for each beat.  Amal Police Samiti has been formed at PS level 

consisting of 20/25 Samiti members. The Samiti Meeting is being held in 

each month in each Police Station to discuss different matters relating to 

Crime, Law & Order and other miscellaneous matters of the Society. A 

District Advisory Committee has been formed at the District level to monitor 

the functioning of Amal Police Samiti. This sort of Community Policing helps 

a lot in the maintenance of law and order and other crime issues with the 

involvement of the members of ‗Ama Police‘ Samiti. Grama Rakshies are 

also engaged in rural areas of the concerned police stations for optimum 

rural policing system in the isolated areas.  

Home Guard 

The Home Guard Organization is in operation to assist District Police 

Administration in traffic control, check crimes, help in maintenance of law 

and Order and assist during rescue operations at the time of natural 

calamities. In addition, the services of Home Guards are being utilized 

against the vacant Class-IV posts. 

Reception Centre and Sishu-Mahila Desk 

A Reception Centre is functioning at all Police Stations with sitting 

accommodation, drinking water, toilet facility and free supply of paper and 

pen for writing of reports if any. One Officer of each PS is engaged at the 

reception centre for receiving the reporters to PS with their grievances. It is a 

step closer to bring a change in the approach of the police towards the 

common people. 

Citizen Portal 

A citizen portal in the CCTNS system is functioning which is frequently 

used by the common people mostly for verification of character and 

antecedent, request for issue of license for holding procession, function and 

meeting, verification of antecedents of tenants and domestic help etc. 

through online.  

Ama Police Samitis 

In order to make community policing more comprehensive ‗Ama Police‘ 

Samities are being introduced in all Police Stations. Separate Units like 

Integrated Anti-Human Trafficking Unit, Inspector of Women & Child Care 

units are operating in the District. 

Vigilance Administration 

The Office of the Deputy Superintendent of Police, Vigilance under the 

Superintendent of Police, Vigilance, Jeypore, Koraput division is functioning 
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in the district.  The Deputy Superintendent of Police is the head of the district 

vigilance organization and he is supported by one Inspector and two men. 

The Office takes up cases referred by various departments and suo motu 

places matters in vigilance Court, Bhawanipatna.  

Vigilance Unit Office, Nuapada started functioning w.e.f. 06.08.2008 as 

per sanction of Government of Odisha communicated to the Account 

General, (A&E), Odisha, Bhubaneswar vide Letter No. 6227/VE dated 

31.07.2008 of G.A (Vigilance) Department, Odisha, Cuttack. The sanctioned 

strength of posts in respect of Nuapada Unit Office is one DSP, an Inspector, 

one Jr. Stenographer (Contractual), three Constables, one follower orderly 

and one Assistant Driver, (Contractual) and one messenger-cum-attendant 

(Contractual). This unit office has been functioning in its own building at 

Nuapada w.e.f. 1.5.2011. The area and jurisdiction of Nuapada Vigilance 

Unit extends to whole of the Revenue District of Nuapada.  

Generally, three types of cases are being registered by the vigilance 

such as trap cases, disproportionate assets cases and miscellaneous cases. 

Following are the details of cases under Vigilance Unit Office, Nuapada. 

Year 
No.of Trap 

Cases 

No. of 
Miscellaneous 

Cases 

No. of 
Disproportionate 

Assets Cases 

Total nos. of cases 
registered 

2008 - 01 01 02 

2009 01 03 01 05 

2010 01 - 03 04 

2011 - 02 - 02 

2012 - 03 02 05 

2013 02 O4 01 07 

2014 02 03 03 08 

2015 04 03 03 10 

2016 01 02 - O3 

After completion of investigation of cases, charge sheets are being 

submitted before the Hon‘ble Court for trial.  

Besides several enquiries are being conducted regarding substandard 

construction and misappropriation in executing road works, building works 

and other construction works. Enquiries are being conducted regarding 

misappropriation in executing works of different departments of this district. 

Fire Services 

Fire Service Odisha had made its humble beginning in 1944 at coastal 

towns of Cuttack, Balasore, Puri and Berhampur. Odisha Fire Service came 

to be established as an independent unit under the state police since 1945. 

The Director of Fire Service remains responsible to the Stare Government of 

Odisha. 
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The state of Odisha is probably the first in the nation accelerating 

towards the target of achieving at least one fire station in every block, so as 

to proximately attend the calls of the people at the ring of the call. Now the 

fire service in Odisha have championed as a first responder in reaching to 

people apart from fire hazards, to rescue operation, in water accident, road 

accident etc. 

The objectives of the fire service are to save life and property from fire 

and related hazards, rescue people from all accidents/disasters like flood, 

cyclones, earth quake road and rail accidents, air crashes, aware and advice 

people on fire protection and fire prevention, impart training on fire fighting, 

fire prevention and related rescue operation etc. 

Four fire stations functioning under Nuapada district are at Nuapada 

FS, Khariar road FS, Komna FS, and Khariar FS. Sinapali and Boden fire 

station is under construction, it has been going to be opened very shortly.  

Nuapada fire station is functioning in its own building 09.11.12. The 

Assistant Fire Officer is in-charge of this FS.  

Khariar road fire station has been established on since 19.01.1981. 

One Station Officer is in charge of this FS. 

Khariar FS has been established on dated 20.12.2001 in rented 

building, but now it is functioning in its own building since 02.01.2006. 

Komna FS was established since 28.12.2013. The Station officer is in 

the charge of this FS. 

Staff and equipments of Nuapada dist. FS Circle: 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the 
Fire Station 

Telephone 
Number 

Disposition of Vehicle & Pump Disposition of Men 
Power 

 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
 
 
Nuapada 

 
 
BSNL WLL 
 
06678211700 
  

OR-05 AJ 8145 TATA 709 (MFE)          -1 
OR-05 AJ 8191 TATA 407 (T.T)            -1 
OD-05 D   8189 TATA 207(MIST)          -1 
PUMP WADIA 10P0045                        -1 
PUMP WADIA 14P0090                        -1 
PORTABLE PUMP 5276                       -1 
MECAHANICAL SAW                           -2 
ELECTRICAL SAW                              -1 

A.F.O-1 
(M) 9861647364 
        7894879102 
L.F.M         -02 
Dr.Hav       -01 
F.M.D        -01 
F.M.          -11 

 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
Khariar Road 

 
 
 
 
06678221353 

OR-05 E 4581 TATA 1510 (MFE)          -1 
OD-05 D 8205 TATA 1613(Adv wt)       -1 
OR-05 AJ 8160 TATA 407 (T.T)            -1 
WADIA PUMP 69/99                             -1 
HINDUSTAN PUMP SL. No.25              -1 
PORTABLE PUMP 10P0063                 -1 
OBM                                                    -1 
ASKA LIGHT                                        -2 
MECHANICAL SAW                             -4 
ELECTRICAL SAW                               -1 

S.O-1 
(M) 9439259905 
        9078181917 
L.F.M        -02 
Dr.Hav.      -01 
F.M.D        -01 
F.M.          -10 

 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
Khariar 

 
 
 
06671212006 

OR-05 M  4834 TATA 709 (MFE)          -1 
OR-05 AQ 6112 TATA 407 (T.T)           -1 
WADIA PUMP 14P0083                        -1 
WADIA PUMP 9409                              -1 
OBM                                                       -1 

S.O-1 
(M) 9668619775 
        8895639904 
L.F.M    -02 
Dr,Hav.-01 
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ASKA LIGHT                                         -2 
MECHANICAL SAW                             -2 
ELECTRICAL SAW                              -1 

F.M.D     -01 
F.M        -10 

 
 
 
4 

 
 
 
Komna 

 
 
 
06679244101 

OD-33 C 1966 TATA 709 (MFE)          -1 
OD-05 C 3987  TATA 407 (T.T)           -1 
FIRE FLY PUMP 3578                         -1 
MECHANICAL SAW                            -2 
ELECTRICAL SAW                             -1 

S.O-1 
(M)  7682957422 
L.F.M      -01 
Dr.Hav.   -01 
F.M.D     -01 
F.M        -10 

Statics Reports of Fire Call and S.S Call of Nuapada FS Circle: 

Cyber Crime and its Control 

There is no Cyber Police Stations in this district but the Cyber related 

cases are being dealt in S.R. Section and assistance of DIOC is also utilized 

for tracking purposes.  

Juvenile Justice 

The juvenile justice system in India aims at ensuring application of 

international norms and standard for all children who come in to contact with 

justice system as victims, witnesses and alleged offenders or for other 

reasons where judicial intervention needed. There is a paradigm shift in 

perspective from the welfare of children to development and empowerment, 

from institutional care to deinstitutionalization, from custodial care to holistic 

development and from segregation and isolation to inclusion and 

mainstreaming. The Juvenile Justice Act (Care and Protection) 2000 was the 

outcome of India‘s commitment to child rights. The Juvenile Justice Act (JJA) 

was amended in 2009 and after Nirbhaya case the JJ Act was further 

amended recently in December, 2015. In the light of the above acts, 

Integrated Child Protection Scheme has been designed& enforced by 

Women & Child Development Department, Government of Odisha. 

Name of 
the F.S 

Year Nos .of  
Fire Call 
attended 

No. of 
Special 

Service call 
attended 

Approximately    
Property .Lost 

in Fire 

Approximately 
Property 

.saved in Fire 

Human life in 
S.S call 

Cattle life in 
S.S call 

 
Lost 

 
Saved 

 
Lost 

 
Saved 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 
Nuapada  
F.S 

2013 44 7 37,18,000/ 69,28,000/ Nil 2 Nil Nil 
2014 28 6 3,10,500/ 12,79,000/ Nil 6 Nil 2 
2015  23 10 1,69,800/ 8,63,000/ 1 32 Nil 4 
2016 up 
to date 

42 3 23,39,200/ 27,52,000/ Nil 12 Nil 2 

 
Khariar 
Road  
F.S 

2013 42 3 23,39,200/ 27,52,000/ Nil 12 Nil 2 
2014 31 6 3,47,000/ 36,85,000/ 2 2 Nil 2 
2015  34 9 5,54,500/ 33,80,000/ 1 1 Nil 7 
2016 up 
to date 

8 Nil 89,000/ 2,30,000/ Nil Nil Nil Nil 

 
 
Khariar 
F.S 

2013 50 20 41,07,000/ 1,01,65,000/ 4 17 Nil 7 
2014 55 21 15,76,700/ 42,42,000/ 2 5 Nil 13 
2015  29 29 5,91,000/ 32,50,000/ 5 7 Nil 15 
2016 up 
to date 

8 7 1,06,000/ 8,90,000/ 1 1 Nil 4 

 
Komna 
F.S 

2014 19 5 5,10,100/ 11,60,000/ 2 Nil Nil 3 
2015  13 4 5,65,200/ 13,35,000/ Nil 1 1 3 
2016 up 
to date 

5 2 1,75,000/ 3,06,050/ Nil 1 Nil 1 
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Women & Child Development Department, Government of Odisha 

adopted state rules in 2009 and 2012. Accordingly Integrated Child 

Protection Scheme (ICPS), sponsored by Government of India, Woman and 

Child Development department with the partnership of state government and 

Civil Society was launched in 2009 and further strengthened in 2013. The 

rules are based on the cardinal principle of protection of child rights and the 

best interest of the child. The objectives of ICPS are to institutionalize 

essential services and strengthen the existing structure, to enhance the 

capacities at all levels associated with child care, to create a data base and 

knowledge base for child protection services. It is also to strengthen child 

protection at family and community level and raise public awareness and to 

ensure inter-sect oral response.  

Formation of different units under ICPS as per Juvenile Justice (Care & 

Protection of Children) Act in Nuapada District are to give child care with 

justice and to develop data base for protection of children. 

District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) 

The State Government has established the DCPU under section 106 of 

JJ Act. The District Administration at Nuapada has provided space to 

operate the office of DCPU in the new Collectorate building. It is now 

functioning with three field staffs & two office assistants, one law officer, one 

District Child Protection Officer (DCPO) headed by the Collector and District 

Magistrate, Nuapada. 

Child Welfare Committee (CWC) 

The District CWC constituted under section 27 of the Act consists of a 

Chairman four other members drawn from the community having experience 

in child development. They act as a bench a of Magistrate first class. They 

take decision in the best interest of a child who needs care & protection. 

District Administration has provided space to operate the office of CWC 

in the old Collectorate building. It is now functioning under the Chairman with 

four other members. The present committee has taken the responsibility of 

CWC w.e.f. 01.10.2013. 

Prisons Administration 

Jail at Bhawanipatna was constructed during the ex-State 

administration. According to Cobden-Ramsay in 1907-08 this jail was well 

managed and well appointed. The jail worked on the model of jail in British 

India. It had an accommodation capacity of over 300 prisoners. The average 

daily number of prisoners in the jail was 353. In 1935-36, in view of the 

existing accommodation for 432 prisoners in the jail there was no 
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overcrowding. The daily average of convicts in the jail was 88.34. During the 

Durbar regime, the staff of the jail consisted of one Jailor, one Naib Jailor, 

two Head Warders, two Gate Warder and eighteen Male Warders. The Chief 

Medical Officer of the State was the part-time Superintendent of the Jail and 

the Sub-Assistant Surgeon of the main dispensary of Bhawanipatna was in 

charge of the Jail Hospital. 

The Jail at Bhawanipatna with the Sub-jail at Nawapara came under the 

regular administration of the Government when the Rulers of the ex-States 

signed an Instrument of Accession on the 1st January, 1948. The Sub-jail at 

Dharamgarh was established after independence. The district jail controls 

the warder's establishment of the two sub-jails in the undivided Kalahandi 

district. 

The Chief Medical Officer of the district was the part-time Superin-

tendent of the District Jail from the date of merger of the State till the 8th 

May, 1973, but since 9th May, 1973, a fulltime Superintendent from Jailors' 

cadre has been appointed for the purpose. The present staffs at the District 

Jail consists of one Jailor, one Assistant Jailor, one Sub-Assistant Jailor, one 

Assistant Surgeon, one Welfare Officer and a number of other subordinates. 

Nuapada Sub-Jail was set up in 1941 at Nuapada which spreads over 

2.86 Acre of area.   

Jail wing establishment  

   
Sl.No Name of the post Sanctioned 

Strength 
Men in 
position 

 Vacant 

01 Jailor-cum-supdt. 01 -- 01 
02 Medical Officer -- 01(Cont.) Leave from Nov‘ 15. 
03 Asst. Jailor 01 02 01 (excess) 
04 Sub Asst. Jailor 01 -- 01 
05 Pharmacist 01 01 -- 
06 Head Warder 02 02 -- 
07 Warder 08 08 -- 
08 Female Warder 02 02 -- 
09 Sweeper 01 01 -- 
 Total 17 17  

 

Status of Projects pending due to land related issues 

Site has already been selected for construction of district Jail, staff 

quarters and agriculture land for engagement of convicts which has been 

duly approved by Collector, Nuapada and Addl. Magistrate, Nuapada has 

submitted a proposal to the secretary RDC (SD), Berhampur for alienation of 

Government Land of Ac. 15.080 in favour of Home (Jail) Department on 

16.06.2015. Construction of building work has not been started.  
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Welfare Activities of Prisoners 

i. Welfare of inmates: The prisoners are provided with telephone 

facilities to contact their family members and advocate in time of need 

and a sum of Rs. 20,770/- has already been deposited in Prisoners 

Welfare funds. Yoga & Satsanga is imparted in regular interval with the 

help of some NGOs for their mental and spiritual development. 

ii. Books are supplied to the prisoner from jail library. Four illiterate 

prisoners being literate are able to read and write by the special effort 

of the Jail authorities. Prisoners are provided with nutritious food as per 

government menu. The General kitchen is managed by the inmates. 

Food is being prepared by 05 selected inmates. They have been paid 

daily wages for their labour and they lift their dietary articles from the 

ration godown daily and the articles are weighed in their presence. With 

the consent of parents, the children may be sent to Madhumayee 

Ashram, Bhubaneswar or Government run hostels and NGOs may also 

be contacted for their developments. At regular interval District Judge, 

Joint Visit Committee, DIG of Prisons and Senior Superintendent visit 

the Jail. 

iii. No complaint has been received for protection of family members of the 

accused till date. However immediate steps are taken for protection of 

the family members of the accused by contacting the concerned 

authorities.  

iv. At present two female UTPs are confined in a separate enclosure of 

this Jail. Special care is being taken as regards to their dietary, medical 

and reformations aspect. Two female warders are posted to look after 

and watch round the clock. They are provided with colour Television, 

Ludu for their entertainment. Incentive to 07 working prisoners are 

provided for their works in different gangs i.e. Kitchen, Barber & 

Sweeper etc. They paid Rs. 40/- per each working day. 

Incentive paid to prisoners during last 5 years (2011-2014) 

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Incentive paid to 

prisoners 
Nil 46,920.00 40,000.00 20,000.00 98,000.00 

 

i. 101 Prisoners were confined on 13.5.2016 against the scheduled 

capacity 48. Hence, overcrowding has marked as per scheduled 

capacity concerned.  

ii. The Sub-Jail is well equipped with security related equipments, silent 

generator, mobile detector and CCTV. 
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iii. Text books and study materials are being provided to the children of 

poor prisoners with the help of Joho Augustus Prisons Social Services, 

Athagarh. 

iv. As there is no space available; it is not possible to set up any industry in 

the jail. 

v. Prisons Welfare Officer, District Jail, Bhawanipatna visits the jail every 

month and look after the grievances of inmates. PLVs are visited the jail 

twice in a week to provide legal aid assistance to the inmates 

vi. There was no Naxal/MSS prisoner at Nuapada jail as on 13.5.2016. 

The Sub-Jail has one psychiatric prisoner jail as on 13.5.2016. 

vii. Custodial Death  

Purnami Bag     : 06.01.2001 

Nabin Tandi     : 29.10.2007 

Anwar Khan     : 07.03.2012 

Benudhar Nag      : 26.08.2013 

viii. Escape 

Kanheya Sahu     : 29.09.1996 

Khamenlal Kuldeep & Kishore Sahu: 10.02.2012  

Yadram Pandey    :  28.10.2012 

Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) 

JJ Board constituted under section 4 of the JJ Act consist of a Judicial 

Magistrate first class and two social workers as members drawn from the 

community having experience in child development. They form a bench of 

magistrate. They take decision on cases of juvenile in conflict with Law. 

District Administration at Nuapada has provided space to operate the 

office of JJB in the Collectorate Campus & it is now functioning with two 

members and one office assistant, headed by the CJM as Principal 

Magistrate. The present board has taken the responsibility of JJB 

w.e.f. 01.10.2013. 

Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) 

It is a unit of the police force of Nuapada district designed for handling 

children under section 107 of the JJ Act. Nuapada police under the 

leadership of Superintendent of Police has successfully reconstituted & 

made it operative. The SJPU in Nuapada district is headed by Deputy 

Superintendent of Police, HRPC as the Chairperson, JCWOs of all nine 

police Stations & paid social workers of DCPU are the members. 
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Different Services under ICPS 

Different Services under ICPS may be classified into three main 

categories along with some other auxiliary services.  

Institutional Care 

Children in need of care & protection of the district are housed for 

institutional care and service under the integrated Child Protection Scheme. 

The institution is called as Child Care Institution (CCI). 

Prior to the establishment of DCPU in 2013, District Administration with 

the help of District Social Welfare Officer (DSWO) has identified only two 

institutions as CCI. After the establishment of DCPU the number of CCI has 

been raised to eight and have been registered U/s 34 of the JJ Act. There is 

no institution pending for registration at any stage in Nuapada District. All 

registered institutions have offloaded their details in the net. 

Child Care Institutions 

a. Prachin Bharatiya Bidya Sabha Gurukul Ashram, Amsena 

It is an institution having facility for 75 CNCPs and at present there are 

61 CNCPs housed and taken care of with the orders of CWC, 

Nuapada. This CCI is availing grant-in-aid (GIA) from State 

Government under ICPS. 

b. Kasturaba Balasram, Duajhar, Khariar 

It is an institution having facility for 25 CNCPs and at present 24 

CNCPs are housed with the orders of CWC, Nuapada. It is receiving 

grant-in-aid from State Government under ICPS. 

c. Karunya Balniketan, Khariar 

It is an institution having facility for 50 CNCPs and at present 24 

CNCPs are housed with the orders of CWC, Nuapada. This CCI is 

privately managed and not availing grant-in-aid from any Government. 

d. Messiah India Children‘s Home, Litiguda 

It is an institution having facility for 60 CNCPs and at present 57 

CNCPs are housed with the orders of CWC, Nuapada. It is also 

privately managed and availing grant in aid from Government. 

Open Shelter/ Short Stay Home for Children 

Nabaprabhat Open Shelter Home for Children, Khariar 

It is an institution having facility for 25 CNCPs and at present 25 

CNCPs are housed and taken care of with the orders of CWC, 
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Nuapada. It is availing grant-in-aid from State and Central 

Government under ICPS. 

Special Adoption Agency (SAA) 

  District Administration has recommended and forwarded an application 

for establishment of a SAA in the district. It is under process at State 

Government level. There is no adoption agency in the district at present. The 

people of the district depend upon other districts in case of adoption cases. 

Special Schools 

Three special schools have been identified by DCPU which are now 

monitored by DSSO, Nuapada. 

Activities undertaken under CWW and DCPU in the last two years 

Since 2013-14 from the establishment of DCPU 292 children have been 

produced before the authority of CWC, Nuapada. They were housed in 

different CCIs in Nuapada district. Out of said number 104 children are 

successfully restored to their families till now by the restoration order of 

CWC. They are continuing their education under Right to Education Act. 

DCPO and social workers of DCPU unit are monitoring their progress and 

reporting to the CWC. 

Non-Institutional Care 

Out of the above children, 30 children are being provided sponsorship 

support under the orders of CWC from DCPU under ICPS for family 

strengthening to protect their child rights. 

One new born abandoned child was successfully rescued by the staff 

members of DCPU and CWC members & linked with adoption procedure 

and finally restored to a family through adoption, being guided by CARINGS. 

One surrendered child is also successfully linked with adoption 

procedure and awaiting for its restoration jointly with ICPS functionaries at 

Keonjhar. 

Missing Children 

Repatriated from Other State 

Thirteen Children are successfully repatriated from other States that 

originally belong to Nuapada district through operation MUSKAN, operation 

SMILE-II, under rescue & repatriation protocol under ICPS. All children are 

duly followed up by DCPU staff members, monitored by the authority of 

CWC. 
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Repatriated to Other State 

DCPU with the order of CWC successfully restored four children to their 

families with the kind cooperation of CWC of destination point such as Sagar 

(Madhya Pradesh), Hamairpur (Uttar Pradesh) and Raipur (Chhattisgarh). 

Repatriated to Other District 

DCPU with the kind authority of CWC successfully restored two 

children to their families with the kind cooperation of CWC of Bolangir and 

Bargarh at the destination point. 

Services to Juvenile in Conflict with Law (JCL) 

Services to Juvenile in Conflict with Law (JCL) are being provided 

justice by Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) Nuapada for protection of Child 

Rights and restoration to the mainstream of the society. Prior to the 

establishment of DCPU, JJB was providing Justice to the JCL of its own. 

After establishment of ICPS the system marched one step ahead. At present 

with the coordination of JJB & DCPU in restoration and mainstreaming of 

children in conflict with the law are better processed. The CWC is also 

involved in the process. 

From the available data till date DCPU through JJB has provided all 

sorts of services to 99 children with JCL, out of which 51 JCLs cases have 

been disposed of. 48 JCL cases are under JJ Board, Nuapada for 

consideration. 

Advocacy & Awareness under ICPS 

DCPU after its establishment in 2013 has successfully constituted all 

committees under ICPS such as District Child Protection Committee, all 5 

Block Level Child Protection Committee & all 108 GP Level Child Protection 

Committee which are successfully orienting the members on ICPS and its 

objectives by organizing different District, Block & GP level programmes. 

Regular interactional training sessions are conducted among the police 

personnel to create a child friendly environment in the services of Nuapada 

police. The unit has an aim to conduct at least one meeting of all 108 

GPLCPC by providing handhold support to the GPs during the current year. 

Display hoardings on ICPS objectives, Adoption, Khoya-Paya Portal etc. are 

erected at all Block headquarters which also contains the contact information 

of ICPS functionaries in Nuapada District. 

Coordination between different units under ICPS 

District Administration is conducting regular coordination meetings 

among staff members of DCPU, staff members of CWC, staff members of 
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JJB under the Chairmanship of District Magistrate, Nuapada which is an 

example for other Districts. Necessary Cooperation from line departments on 

child protection like health, education & ICDS is also highly appreciable 

which resulted in no pending cases of Child Rights violation before any 

authority. 

With the active participation of CWC members & JJB members with 

active support of DCPU staff members, Nuapada people have rightly 

recognized the entire system as an effective Child Protection Mechanism in 

the district. 

Co-ordination Meeting 

Supreme Court of India and High Court of the State are collecting 

monthly progress reports of JJB and CWC. The Chief Judicial Magistrate, 

Nuapada hold monthly co-ordination meeting of Chairman and members of 

JJB and CWC. District Collector and District Magistrate Nuapada was also 

hold coordination meeting of CWC members and members of DCPU. A 

coordination meeting of Chief Judicial Magistrate, Collector, Superintendent 

of Police and Chairman CwC also takes place to take stock of children‘s 

rights in the district.  

(Source- District Child Protection Unit, Nuapada) 
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CHAPTER-XI 

LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT 

 

Evolution of Local Self Governance  

There was no Local Self-Governing Bodies as such in the ex-State of 

Khariar during Durbar administration. Earlier the Zamindari of Khariar, which 

was in the Raipur district of the Central Provinces, was brought to Orissa on 

the 1st April, 1936 and made a part of the district of Sambalpur. It constituted 

a new subdivision of the district and was named Nawapara Subdivision. 

While in the Central Provinces the Khariar ex-Zamindari was governed by 

the Central Provinces Local Self-Government Act of 1883. This Act had also 

been extended throughout the non-municipal area of the Sambalpur district 

for providing facilities for the creation of local administrative bodies with 

nominated members, till it was replaced by the Sambalpur Local Self-

Government Act of 1939. In accordance with the new enactment, the 

Sambalpur District Council was replaced by the Sambalpur District Board. 

The four Local Boards constituted under the Central Provinces Local Self-

Government Act were abolished and, instead, Union Boards were 

constituted at Jharsuguda, Bargarh, Barpali, Padampur and Khariar. On 1st 

November, 1949 Nawapara Subdivision was transferred to Kalahandi district 

Prior to 1917, a sanitary establishment was being maintained at 

Bhawanipatna out of contributions by residents. To ensure cleanliness of 

roads and drains was their main function, besides erection of public latrines, 

lighting etc. The staff consisted of one Town Overseer, one peon, two 

servants for cleaning and lighting the street lamps and a number of 

sweepers. Bullock-drawn conservancy carts were in use. By the time of the 

merger of the State with Orissa, a Sanitation Committee was functioning with 

the Maharaja as Chairman and nominated officials as members from 

different wards. 

Urban Local Body (ULB) 

The 74
th
 amendment Act, 1992 was a revolutionary piece of legislation 

by which constitution of India was amended to incorporate a separate 

Chapter on Urban Local Bodies which seeks to redefine their role, power, 

functions and finances. 

The Schedule XII of the Constitution has listed the following functions of 

the Urban Local Bodies: 

1. Urban planning including town planning. 

2. Regulation of land-use and construction of buildings. 
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3. Planning for economic and social development. 

4. Roads and bridges. 

5. Water supply for domestic, industrial and commercial purposes. 

6. Public health, sanitation conservancy and solid waste 

management. 

7. Fire services. 

8. Urban forestry, protection of the environment and promotion of 

ecological aspects. 

9. Safeguarding the interests of weaker sections of society, including 

the handicapped and mentally retarded. 

10. Slum improvement and up-gradation. 

11. Urban poverty alleviation. 

12. Provision of urban amenities and facilities such as parks, gardens, 

playgrounds. 

13. Promotion of cultural, educational and aesthetic aspects. 

14. Burials and burial grounds;   cremations, cremation grounds  and 

electric crematoriums. 

15. Cattle pounds; prevention of cruelty to animals. 

16. Vital statistics including registration of births and deaths. 

17. Public amenities including street lighting, parking lots, bus stops 

and public conveniences. 

18. Regulation of slaughter houses and tanneries.''. 

There are three Notified Area Councils (NAC) in Nuapada District 

namely Nuapada, Khariar and Khariar Road. The detailed information about 

the aforesaid NACs are given below. 

Notified Area Council, Nuapada  

Nuapada NAC was constituted in accordance with Notification No. 

10336 dated 03/04/2012 of Government of Odisha, Housing & Urban 

Development Department and started functioning w.e.f. 13/04/2013. The 

geographical area of this NAC is 13,614.95 square decimal having the 

following transitional area bounded by North-Thakur Nuapada, East-

Parsabuda, West-Gadtor, South-Mahuabhata. The population figure of this 

NAC according to 2011 census is 16,208. There are 14 Wards within this 

NAC area. The office of the NAC, Nuapada is functioning in the old GP 
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Building. Now 5 Regular staff, 9 GP staff and 40 out sourcing persons are 

working in this NAC. There are 40.90 kilometres of Earthen Road, 3.99 

kilometres of Metal Road and 13.09 kilometres of CC Road in NAC 

Nuapada. 

The following schemes and programmes are being implemented by this 

NAC. 

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 

Under this schemes target for providing Individual House Hold Latrine 

(IHHL) to 500 beneficiaries has been fixed by Government against which 

520 applications has been collected. So far as 500 applications have been 

verified and 480 applications have been approved. First instalments @ Rs 

2000/- per beneficiary have been provided to 188 beneficiaries. 

National Urban Livelihood Mission (NULM) 

NULM programme has been launched in this NAC during 2015 and the 

aim and objectives of this scheme is to reduce urban poverty in mission 

mode basis which is scheme base and programme base approach by 

replacing the earlier SJSRY w.e.f. beginning of the 12
th
 five year plan. 

The following Component-wise programmes are being implemented in 

this NAC  

a) EST & P 

Under this programme target for providing vocational training to 

unemployed youth under the age 35 year is 111, against which 

the target has been achieved. 

b) SEP -I 

Under this programme target for providing loan to 22 individuals has 

been fixed by government under BPL category beneficiaries. Against 

which the target has been achieved. So far as Loan of Rs.14, 23,000/- 

has been disbursed to the beneficiaries through bank. 

c) SEP-G 

Under this programme target for providing loan to 2 groups has 

been fixed by government under BPL category beneficiaries. 

Against which the target has been achieved. So far as Loan for 

Rs 1, 50,000/- has been disbursed to the Groups. 
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d) SHG Formation 

Under this program 4 SHG have been formed against the target 

fixed by Government 

e) SEP-Bank Linkage 

Under this programme target for providing loan to 4 SHGs has been 

fixed by government under BPL category beneficiaries against which 

the target has been achieved and Rs 30,000/- Revolving Fund has 

been sanctioned to the beneficiaries. 

Shelter for Urban Homeless (SUH) 

 Under this programme target for construction of SUH for the homeless 

people is one .The land for construction of such shelter house has been 

identified near Railway station and proposal for alienation of Govt. land in 

favour of HUD has been submitted to Tahasildar under Nuapada which is 

scrutiny.  

City Livelihood Centre (CLC) 

 The aim of the scheme is to bridge gap between demand and supply of 

goods and services produced by the urban poor where the urban poor can 

access information and business support services which would otherwise not 

be affordable or accessible by them. The place for CLC has been identified 

in the market yard located near Ekta Chowk of Nuapada town. 

Street Vendor 

 The aim of the scheme is to provide ID card, development of City Street 

vending plan, Vendor market development, provide bank linkage by way of 

opening saving deposit account, facilitated bank linkages for working capital 

requirement, skill development of vendors and social security convergence 

to the beneficiaries. So far, 114 street vendors (beneficiaries) have been 

identified. 

Pension 

Under this program, 477 beneficiaries under IGNOP, 103 beneficiaries 

under IGNWP, 15 beneficiaries under IGNDP and 84835 beneficiaries under 

MBPY have been enrolled and they are getting pension by 15
th
 of each and 

every month. 

Sanitation 

Solid and liquid waste Management 

Solid and Liquid waste management system has not yet been set up in 

this NAC. However, all solid and liquid waste are being dumped in a 
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particular land identified outside the town area and generated by using 

chemicals like bleaching powder and phenyl etc. Further, bleaching powder, 

phenyl, malaria oil are being spread in different drains and unhygienic 

places.  

Lighting 

So far, 1100 light fittings have been provided to 14 Wards and budget 

provision for Rs 68.75 Lac for purchasing street light materials and 

maintenance thereof has been sent to Government. 

National Food Security Act (NFSA) 

So far, 3514 applications have been received under these schemes; 

2069 eligible beneficiaries have been issued Ration Card. 

Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 

Re-enumeration work under the SECC (Urban) 2011 has been 

completed in this NAC as per instructions issued by the Government. 

Marriage Certificates 

During 2013, 2014, 2015 & 2016 (till date) 3 nos, 4 nos, 9 nos & 2 nos 

of marriage certificates have been issued respectively . 

Birth Certificates 

During 2015 & 2016 (till date) 243 nos & 245 nos of birth certificates 

have been issued respectively.  

Death Certificates 

During 2015 & 2016 (till date) 172 nos & 101 nos of death certificates 

have been issued respectively. 

Development 

a) Road Development: (Motor Vehicle TAX) 

During 2014-2015 so far as 18 works have been executed a cost of Rs 

7, 33,610/-.Similarly during 2015-2016 , 23 nos of work have been 

executed by spending Rs 8,43,390/-. 

b) Improvement of Urban Road: (SFC) 

During 2015-2016, 3 nos of work have been executed and an amount 

of Rs 8, 10,000/- has been spent. 

c) Thirteenth Finance Commission : (TFC) 

Only one work has been executed with an estimated cost of Rs 6, 

82,000/- under this scheme. 
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d) Kalyanamandap: (SFC) 

During the year 2015-2016 one Kalyanamandap has been constructed 

with an estimated cost of Rs 45, 39,000/-. 

e) Water Body : (Development & Renovation) 

During the year 2015-2016, six water bodies have been renovated with 

an estimated cost of Rs 14,80,839/-. 

Notified Area Council, Khariar  

Khariar NAC was constituted in accordance with Notification No. 

15269/HUD dated 19/07/1971 of health (LSG) Department Odisha and has 

started functioning w.e.f. 06.08.1972. The geographical area of this NAC is 

6.08 square kilometres. The population figure of this NAC according to 2011 

census is 15,063. There are 13 Wards within this NAC area. The office of the 

NAC, Khariar is functioning in the own building. Now 23 regular staff, 4 

contractual staff, 04 DLR persons are working in this NAC. There are 3.8 

kilometres of Metal Road, 4.38 kilometres of Black Top Road and 23.11 

kilometres C.C Road in NAC Khariar. 

Status of various activities is reflected below. 

Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC)  

Status on Post Enumeration SECC‘2011 

Sl. 
No. 

 Form-A Form-B Form-C 

 Receive Accept Reject Receive Accept Reject Receive Accept Reject 
1. 1 1 0 171 159 12 57 56 1 

Marriage Certificate 

13 married certificates have been issued for the year 2015-16. 

Birth & Death 

20 birth registrations have been done in Khariar NAC for the year 2015-

16. A huge number have been registered in Khariar CHC and 691 Birth 

Certificate have been issued. 

137 deaths have been registered and 126 Death Certificates have been 

issued. 
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Development  

BRGF 

Year O.B. as on 
01.04.2015 

Receipt 
during the 

year  

Total Expenditure Balance 

2010-11 8,69,922.00 0.00 8,69,922.00 2,95,885.00 5,74,037.00 

2010-11 26,86,931.00 0.00 26,86,931.00 6,78,599.00 20,08,332.00 

2011-12 33,39,550.00 0.00 33,39,550.00 9,73,441.00 23,66,109.00 

2011-12 29,90,000.00 0.00 29,90,000.00 16,25,050.00 13,64,950.00 

2012-13 26,39,479.00 0.00 26,39,479.00 6,84,331.00 19,55,148.00 

2012-13 8,28,200.00 0.00 8,28,200.00 3,50,036.00 4,78,164.00 

Total: 1,33,54,082.00  1,33,54,082.00 46,07,342.00 87,46,740.00 

 

Scheme O.B. as on 
01.04.2015 

Receipt 
during the 

year  

Total Expenditure 
during the 

year 

Balance as 
on31.03.2016 

OULM 6,10,000.00 1,10,000.00 7,20,000.00 3,00,000.00 4,20,000.00 

Road 
Development 

2,59,000.00 11,05,000.00 13,62,000.00 0.00 13,62,000.00 

Road 
Maintenance 

0.00 10,20,000.00 10,20,000.00 5,04,000.00 5,16,000.00 

Road & 
Bridges 

0.00 17,28,000.00 17,28,000.00 0.00 17,28,000.00 

13
th
 Finance 

Grant 
3,15,000.00 3,05,000.00 6,20,000.00 6,20,000.00 0.00 

14
th
 Finance 

Grant 
0 41,91,000.00 41,91,000.00 21,34,000.00 20,57,000.00 

Non 
Residential 
building 

0 1,00,000.00 1,00,000.00 0.00 1,00,000.00 

Capital 
Assets 

0 39,17,000.00 39,17,000.00 0.00 39,17,000.00 

OULM (Odisha Urban Livelihood Mission)  

Under the scheme households having no latrine have been identified. 

The target is to prepare 489 latrines and so far Rs.2000/- have been 

deposited in each account of 315 beneficiaries. 

SBM (Swachh Bharat Mission)  

Under this scheme we have identified the household does not have 

proper latrine. We have the target of 489 latrines to be prepared, out of 

which we have deposited Rs.2000/- each to 315 nos. of beneficiary. The rest 

are under process. 

(i) Under Capacity building we have purchased a GPS based Camera. 

(ii) Under IEC we have arranged number of activities like : 

(a) Rally for Swatchh Bharat Abhiyan awareness. 
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(b) Debate Competition among College & school students. 

(c) Hoarding for awareness of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. 

(d) Wall painting at different places of NAC, Khariar for awareness 

generation. 

Road Development Grant  

Action Plan for utilizing an amount of Rs.11,05,000.00 have been 

approved by the council and sent to Collector-cum-District Magistrate, 

Nuapada for approval. After approval of the Action Plan the work will be 

executed. 

Road Maintenance Grant  

During the year Rs.10,20,000.00 under Road Maintenance Grant has 

been received, out of which Rs.5,04,000/- have been spent and the balance 

amount is under process for utilization by July, 2016. 

14
th

 Finance Commission  

Under 14
th
 Finance commission grant of Rs.41,91,000/- have been 

received during the year. The Action Plan has been sent to H & UD 

Department. During the year Rs.21,34,000/- has been spent and 

Rs.20,57,000/- is remaining. Steps are being taken towards expenditure of 

the balance amount. 

Non-Residential Building  

Under Non-Residential building Rs.1,00,000.00  have been received 

during the year. The Action Plan for the same has been prepared. The work 

shall be executed after tender process. 

Capital Assets Grant  

Under Capital assets Rs.39,17,000.00 Grant have been received. The 

Action Plan for the grant has been prepared as follows: 

(a)  Construction of Park at Khariar NAC. 

(b) Construction of boundary wall at Kalyan Mandap. 

(c) Supply of instrument to Gymnasium of Khariar NAC. 

Sanitation (Solid & liquid waste Management)  

To maintain the solid waste of the town 52 people under a firm have 

been outsourced to clean the town by collecting door to door solid waste and 

dumping outside the Khariar NAC. The dumping yard is situated at Chicher, 
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Ward No.11. The approval of Pollution Control Board has been taken is up 

to 2018. 

Lighting  

To maintain the lighting of the streets of the town tender has been 

called for procurement of street light materials every year and the street light 

are being fixed in the light post. During the year, street light under Devolution 

of Fund and 14
th
 Finance Commission amounting to Rs.22,00,000.00 has 

been purchased. The streets light are being managed by two electrician staff 

regularly. 

Old Age Pension  

Scheme Target Achievement 

M.B.P.Y. 1645 864 

O.A.P. 786 776 

Notified Area Council, Khariar Road 

Khariar Road NAC was constituted in accordance with Notification No. 

10904 dated 11/08/1964 of Health (LSG) Department Odisha and started 

functioning w.e.f. 27.08.1965.The geographical area of this NAC is 29.526 

square kilometres. The population figure of this NAC according to 2011 

census is 18,937. There are 19 Wards within this NAC area. The office of the 

NAC, Khariar Road is functioning in the own Building. Now 31 regular staff, 5 

contractual staff, 13 DLR and 36 out-sourcing persons are working in this 

NAC. 

There are 8.87 kilometres of Morrum Road, 2.285 kilometres of Metal 

Road, 7.292 kilometres of Black top Road and 23.955 kilometres of C.C 

Road in NAC Khariar Road. 

Income and Expenditure of Khariar-Road NAC  

Year Own source  Govt. grant Total Income  Expenditure 

2010-11 9548111.00 40230359.00 49778470.00 55176143.00 

2011-12 7619809.00 76639078.00 84258887.00 39021707.00 

2012-13 14456337.00 62706215.00 77163552.00 64849511.00 

2013-14 1795930.00 61381177.00 95115871.00 84592779.00 

2014-15 1495355.00 47784876.00 92790437.00 69506809.00 
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Ward Sabha 

Ward Sabha is most important for involvement of general public for day 

to day work of local bodies like SECC, NFSA, Swacchha Bharat Mission, 

OULM as well as different development and sanitation works. Recently, the 

SECC and NFSA Programme completed successfully through Ward Sabha. 

Election 

As per the section 8 of Odisha Municipal act the first election of this 

NAC was held in the year 1969 having 17 councillors. The last election was 

held on 22.11.2013 having 19 councillors, out of which 10 women were 

elected as councillor. The chairperson belongs to the OBC category 

(Women). 

Swachh Bharata Mission (SBM) 

According to Census 2011, India‘s urban population is 31 per cent of 

the total population. Out of which many households do not have access to 

toilets and defecate in the open spaces. Weak sanitation for significant 

health cost and untreated sewage from cities is the biggest source of water 

resource pollution in India. Hence SBM is implemented by Ministry of Urban 

Development & Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation. SBM is implemented 

in Khariar Road NAC in 2015-16. The main Objectives of SBM are: 

1) Elimination of open defecation 

2) Eradication of Manual Scavenging 

3) Modern & Scientific Municipal Solid Waste Management 

4) Effecting behavioral changes regarding healthy sanitation practices  

5) Generating awareness about sanitation and its linkage with public 

health 

6) Capacity Augmentation of ULBs 

7) Creating an enabling environment for private sector participation in 

Capex and Opex. 

At present, public awareness has been generated through this ULB 

among the urban people regarding SBM. 

Till now 343 of beneficiaries have got assistance for construction of 

toilets and 2 places have been selected for community toilets. 

Odisha Urban Livelihood Mission (OULM) 

Government of Odisha has formulated a new mission named Odisha 

Urban Livelihood Mission on 1
st
 April 2015. 
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The mission aims at reducing poverty and vulnerability of the urban 

poor by enabling them to access gainful self employment and skill wage 

employment opportunities, resulting in appreciable improvement in their 

livelihoods on a sustainable basis, through building strong grassroots label 

institution for the poor. 

The target and achievement of Khariar Road NAC is as follows: 

 Target Achievement 

SEP(1) 30 20 

SEP(G) 8 4 

EST &P 100 100 

R.F 2 2 

Sanitation 

The roads and Drains are being cleaned regularly. Garbages are 

collected from door to door and disposed to dumping place. There are 3 

Tractors, 1 Cess poll, 1 Loader, 30 Wheel borrow which are being used for 

Sanitation work. Besides above bleaching powder, Malaria oil, Phenyl, 

Malathine Oil, etc. are being used in the town regularly. 

Water Supply 

Piped water supply has been provided to almost all wards of this NAC 

with 41 stand-posts, 286 Tube-wells etc. which is maintaining by Public 

Health Department. 

Street Light 

Street lights have been provided in all-most all the streets of the town 

as follows: 

T5 fittings  -  754  

 2 x 36 (CFL) fittings -   395  

1 x 36 (CFL) fittings -   135  

Semi High-mast   -  29  

Pension 

The object of the pension scheme is to provide assistance with summer 

and winter allowances to the distress people such as old, widow, Disabled 

persons. 

During the financial year the following categories of people are 

benefited under this scheme. 
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MBPY -  449 

ODP    - 167 

WP      - 448 

NOAP -  749 

NWP   -  149 

NDP    -    20 

Panchayati Raj Institution and Local Self Governance  

After 73
rd

 Amendment of the Constitution, the Odisha Grama 

Panchayat Act, 1964 was amended in 1994. The Odisha Zilla Parishad Act, 

1927291 was amended in 1993 to bring its provision in conformity with the 

aforesaid constitutional Amendments. 

Therefore, two sets of Rules namely the Odisha Zilla Parishad 

(Delimitation & Reservation of constituencies) Rules, 1994 and the Odisha 

Zilla Parishad Election Rules, 1994 were framed by the Government of 

Odisha. 

The three tier Panchayati System is governed by the following Acts and 

Rules: 

I. Zilla Parishad: Odisha Zilla Parishad Act, 1991 & Odisha Zilla 

Parishad Election Rules 1995. 

II. Panchayat Samiti: Odisha Panchayat Samiti Act, 1959 & Odisha 

Panchayat Samiti Election Rules, 1991. 

III. Gram Panchayat: Odisha Grama Panchayat Act, 1964 & Odisha Gram 

Panchayat Rules 1968 and Odisha Grama Panchayat Election Rules, 

1965. 

ZILLA PARISHAD 

Composition of Zilla Parishad 

Zilla Parishad is located at the apex of the Panchayat system at the 

district level. It consists of the Chairman of the Panchayat Samitis as ex-

officio Members. MLAs, MPs of the area, representatives of women, 

scheduled castes and scheduled tribes and backward classes are co-opted 

as members. 

The representatives of cooperative societies in the area like 

Cooperative Central Bank and marketing society are nominated to Zilla 

Parishad to act as official members. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are 

elected by the Chairman of Panchayat Samitis in the district. 
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Composition of Zilla Parishad 

Election to Zilla Parishad 

Election to Zilla Parishad is conducted under Odisha Zilla Election 

Parishad Rules, 1994 by the State Election Commission appointed by the 

Governor under Article- 243-K of the constitution of India. Under this rules no 

person shall be eligible to stand for election as a member of the Parishad 

unless his name find place in any of the Electoral Rolls within the Parishad 

area. Similarly no person shall be eligible to be either the proposer or the 

seconder of a candidate for the election of the member of the Parishad from 

a constituency unless his names find place in the electoral roll of the said 

constituency. 

Out of the members one is elected as the President and another as the 

Vice-President. The term of the members of the ZP is five years from the 

date of notification. 

Functions of Zilla Parishad 

The main functions of the Zilla Parishad may be categorized as 

Development, Civic, Welfare, Coordinative, Supervisory, Financial and 

Advisory. 

Developmental functions 

The developmental function includes looking after developmental work 

in the district and the execution of developmental projects and other 

activities in the blocks under the district. The problems and difficulties arising 

out of the execution of the projects are discussed at the apex body which 

finds out ways and means to solve them through negotiation with the state 

government. 

Civic activities 

Construction and maintenance of public roads, bridges, culverts, parks 

and water supply system come under the civic activities of Zilla Parishad. 

 

 

Zilla Parishad Elected Bodies Zilla Parishad Govt. Dignitaries   

1. President   

2. Vice-President 

3. Members 

1. P.D., DRDA – Executive Officer 

2. Collector    – Chief Executive Officer 

3. All District Level Officers 

4. Official Staff of different faculties 
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Welfare functions 

Establishment of markets, running of public libraries, dispensaries, 

public health and family planning centers, providing relief in times of 

calamities are some examples of its civil welfare activities. 

Coordination 

The Zilla Parishad also works as the chief coordinator of the activities of 

the Panchayat Samitis in the block level. It is through the blocks that the 

district prospers. Therefore the Zilla Parishads coordinate and consolidate 

the developmental projects in the block levels. 

Financial functions 

It has financial functions also. It examines and approves the budgets of 

the Panchayat Samitis and distributers funds to them. It exercises financial 

control over the Panchayat Samitis and the Village Panchayats. 

Advisory functions 

By virtue of working with the other two levels of Panchayati System it is 

in a position to advice the state government about the activities to be taken 

up at the grass-root level. The advice offered to the state government in right 

earnest can ever be hardly overlooked or neglected. 

There are 14 Zilla Parishad Zones in Nuapada district.  

Panchayat Samiti 

Block means a Block notified under section 15 of the Panchayat Samiti 

Act, 1959. Every Block shall have a Samiti constituting of members namely; 

the Chairman & Vice-Chairman, one member elected directly from every 

constituency within the Block, Sarpanch of every Grama Panchayat within 

the Block. 

Basic functions of the Panchayat Samities are: 

I. Planning, execution and supervision of the development programmes, 

schemes and works in the Block relating to community development. 

Such other programmes, scheme and works as Government may, from 

time to time by general or special order direct in respect of Samiti. 

II. Management, control and spreading of primary education in the Block. 

III. Management of such trusts and endowment and other institutions as 

may be entrusted to them under any Law for the time being in force or 

under orders of Government. 
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IV. Supervision of enforcement of law relating to registration of births and 

deaths. 

V. Borrowing of money and granting of loans subject to such terms and 

condition as may be prescribed for carrying out the purposes of the Act 

with the previous approval of Government. 

VI. Supervisory power over the Gram Panchayat within the Block to be 

exercised in such manner and to such extent as may be prescribed. 

Such other functions may be assigned to it by the Government for 

efficient discharge of its function for which the Samiti shall constitute 

standing committees. 

Gram Panchayat 

Subject to the provision of the Act & rules made there under, it shall be 

the duty of a Grama Panchayat within the limits of its funds to undertake, 

control and administer and be responsible for the following matters in 

respect of the Grama. 

1) Constitution, repair, maintenance, alteration and improvements of 

public  streets. 

2) Lighting, watering and cleaning of public streets and other public 

places. 

3) Removal of unauthorized obstructions, projects and encroachment in 

public streets and other public places. 

4) Construction, maintenance and cleaning of drains and drainage works 

and all public latrines, urinals and similar conveniences and the 

disposal of drain water. 

5) Construction & maintenance of works and means for supply of water for 

public & private purposes and storage of water supplied for drinking 

purpose. 

P.S.-wise Gram Panchayats  

Name of Block Headquarter No. of G.P. 

Nuapada Nuapada 27 

Komna Komna 27 

Khariar Khariar 18 

Sinapali Sinapali 22 

Boden Boden 14 

Two persons are elected directly from the Grama Panchayat; one is PS 

Member and other is Sarpanch. Besides this, each GP is divided into sub-
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unit namely Ward. From each ward, one ward members is elected, out of the 

elected ward members, one will be the Naib-Sarpanch either through 

selection or election. Where there is a male Sarpanch, the Naib-Sarpanch 

will be a female. 

Election to Gram Panchayat:   

The election to the Gram Panchayat is conducted under Odisha Grama 

Panchayat Election Rules 1965. Each GP is divided into wards. From each 

ward, ward member is elected. Ward member has got power to elect / 

choose an efficient ward member for the post of Naib-Sarpanch. Sarpanch & 

PS Member are elected directly from each Gram Panchayat. 

Transfer of 29 Departments to Gram Panchayat 

According to the 11 schedule of the constitution, 29 subjects are 

entrusted to the Grama Panchayat as per the following list:  

1. Agriculture and agricultural extension. 

2. Land development, land reforms, consolidation and soil conservation 

3. M.I., water supply and river bank development. 

4. Livestock 

5. Pisci-culture 

6. Social forestry  and agricultural land forestry 

7. Minor forest produces administration 

8. Food processing industry and small scale industry 

9. Khadi, Gramodyog and Handicraft 

10. Household to the villagers having no house 

11. Drinking water facilities 

12. Fire wood and animal husbandry  

13. Roads, drainage system, bridge way in the water bodies and every type 

of communication facilities. 

14. Rural electrification including distribution of electricity 

15. Solar light facilities 

16. Poverty alleviation programme 

17. Primary, secondary and adult education 

18. Vocational education 
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19. Janasikshya, Non-formal education 

20. Library 

21. Cultural programme 

22. Markets and fair price shop 

23. Health (PHC,CHC & Dispensary) 

24. Family welfare 

25. Woman and child development 

26. People belong to physically handicapped and mentally retarded  

staying in the society as well as social development 

27. Development of weaker section of people belong to SC & ST 

community 

28. Public distribution system of essential commodities 

29. Safeguard of GP properties. 

Constitution of Gram Panchayat 

According to the Section-3 of O.G.P. Act, 1964, the GP has been 

constituted by taking one or more village.  

According to the said Act, all revenue villages existed in the GP are 

taken as ―GRAMA‖.  All the villages of the GP are said to be ―Grama Sasan‖. 

In Nuapada district 108 GPs are being enrolled after Census-2011. 

1. The population of GP must have above 2,000 and less than 10,000. If 

the GP is coming under SC/ST populated area, than the population of 

the GP may constitute by taking population from 2,000 to 5,000. 

2. The Sarpanch of the GP is Executive Authority of the concerned GP. 

3. The Ward in the GP will be not less than 11 and more than 25. 

4. GP is constituted by taking elected Sarpanch, Ward Members & Naib-

Sarpanch  

5. A Sarpanch shall be elected directly. 

6. A member from every Ward shall be elected directly. 

7. A PS member from every GP shall be elected directly. 

8. The Naib-Sarpanch of the GP will be elected by the Ward Members of 

the concerned GP. 
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The tenure of the elected bodies will be counted five-years from the 1
st
 

Meeting of the GP.  

Besides, if Government desire, new GP may be organised basing on 

the criteria laid-down in the Act & Rules.  

The name of the voters placed in the list prepared for Assembly 

Constituency must have placed in the Voter List of the GP.  

Grama Panchayat Profile in respect of Nuapada District 

Nuapada District comprises 5 Blocks with 108 Gram Panchayats. 

The numbers of Block wise Grama Panchayat of this District are as 

detailed below: 

Nuapada   :  27 

Komna   : 27 

Khariar  :  18 

Boden   : 14 

Sinapali  : 22 

 TOTAL   : 108 

There are 27 Grama Panchayats in Nuapada Block. The brief profile of 

the Grama Panchayat of Nuapada Block is given below: 

1. Motu Nuapada: This GP is situated on the inter-state boarder toward 

north end of Odisha adjacent to Chhattisgarh. There are 8 (eight) 

villages namely Kalmidadar, Sethjampani, Kukuratal, Motanuapada, 

Torra Pasamara and Dhwajabhata. Total population of this GP is 4214 

out of which female population is 2256 and male is 1958. The key 

occupation of the inhabitant of this GP is cultivation. 

2. Kermeli: Kermeli GP comprises of 4 villages namely Kermeli, 

Pethiapali, Golabandh and Kankermanji. The total population of this GP 

is 1756 out of which 899 are female and 857 are male. This GP is 

situated beneath the dense forest range of Sunabeda plateau. People 

depend upon agriculture and minor forest produce. 

3. Darlimunda: Darlimunda GP is on the way from Nuapada to Bargarh 

District. It comprises 3 villages, namely Darlimunda, Khaliapali and 

Anlajuba. The total population of the GP is 4051 out of which 2061 are 

females and 1990 are males. People depend upon cultivation.  
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4. Budhipali: Budhipali Grama Panchayat is situated towards north end of 

Nuapada district adjacent to Bargarh district. Palsabhadar, Beheradihi, 

Jenjera, Amlidadar, Budhipali and Jangula are the villages of this GP 

with a total population of 3283 with a male-female sex ratio of 1603 and 

1680 respectively. Agriculture is the prominent occupation of this GP. 

5. Chulabhat: Bhainsadadar, Pandripani, Chulabhat and Supuli are the 

villages of Chulabhat GP. The total Population of this GP is 3554 which 

comprises 1816 female and 1738 male. Most of the people are 

primitives and tribal. People depend upon cultivation and allied 

services. 

6. Boirbhadi: There are three villages in this GP namely, Boirbhadi, 

Magurpani and Saraipali with a total population of 2585. The male 

female sex ratio is 1263 and 1322. Agriculture is the main occupation of 

the inhabitant of this GP. 

7. Bharuamunda: Bharuamunda GP is situated on the foot of Sunabeda 

Plateau toward west of Nuapada district Headquarters. Bhoruamunda, 

Chhotlodra, Katingpani and Lodra are the villages of this Gram 

Panchayat. Total population of this Gram Panchayat is 1901 with 971 

female and 930 male. The tribal population is highest in this GP. People 

depend on forest and minor forest produces. 

8. Borimal: Borimal GP comprises two villages, Borimal and 

Darlinuapada with 3117 population out of which 1613 are males and 

1504 females. Agriculture is the main occupation of this GP. 

9. Bisora: Bisora GP is situated towards north end of Nuapada District on 

the boarder of Bargarh District. Bisora, Jhitiki, Lukupali, Masankunda, 

Doto, Chingrasara and Babankera are 7 villages of this GP. The total 

population of this GP is 5829 with 2907 male and 2922 female. 

Cultivation is the main means of livelihood of the people of this GP. 

10. Bhaleswar: Bhaleswar GP comprises of 8 villages namely Amodi, 

Kurumunda, Bhaleswar, Tamkidadar, Saraipali, Barakothi, Kodoguda 

and Kandadhap with a population of 5872 which includes 3074 female 

and 2798 male. This is one of the border GPs of Nuapada district. Main 

occupation of this GP is agriculture and allied service. 

11. Jampani: Chchiripani, Rohenpali, Tongopani, Jampani and Chhidpani 

are the villages of this G.P.  The total population of this GP is 4028 out 

of which 2066 are female and 1962 are male. Most of the people 

depend upon agriculture. 
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12. Amsena: Thelkobeda, Amsena, Gotma and Kalyanpur are the four 

villages of this GP. The total population of the GP is 4694 out of which 

2390 are male and 2304 are female. There is the ―Gurukula Ashram‖ at 

Amsena village. Vedic system of education with Yoga is imparted in the 

Ashram. The only air-strip of this District is at Gotma village. Cultivation 

is the prominent occupation of this GP. Since, this GP is situated 

adjacent to Khariar Road Township, some people earns their livelihood 

by working in various industrial firms and business institutions. 

13. Amanara: Amanara GP consists of Dalipakhan, Musrangi, Daldali 

Amanara, Maharadihi, Patalgutkuri, Khalna Pawartola and 

Tariamahuabhata villages with 5538 population. The male female sex 

ratio of this GP is 2709 and 2829. The Left main canal of Patora Dam 

passes through this GP. Hence the cultivable land receives water 

through the year. Thus, agriculture is the prominent occupation of the 

inhabitants of this GP.   

14. Parkod: There are 10 villages namely, Bhusudi, Parkod, Semeria, 

Kukurimundi, Jamuli, Baloda, Bhandarpuri, Bhainsatal, Mudhela and 

Mohatamtora in Parkod GP. The total population of this GP is 5903 out 

of which 2843 are male and 3060 are female. Agriculture is the main 

occupation of this GP. Besides, some people earn their livelihood by 

working in various industrial firms and business institutions of nearby 

Khariar Road Township. 

15. Bhera: Bheran Gram Panchayat comprises of 10 villages namely, 

Pandripani, Panchampur, Bhera, Patharpunji, Patora, Chipajhar, 

Jhalap, Maraguda, Tikrapada and Karchul. The total population of this 

GP is 5511. The agricultural land receives water from Patora Dam all 

over the year. Thus, agriculture is the prominent occupation of the 

inhabitants of this GP. This GP is a place of important in Nuapada 

District. The Patora Dam, the Yogeswar Temple on the bank of the 

Dam, the historical Maraguda valley, which bears an archeological 

monument are situated in this GP. Pilgrims across the country come to 

this tourist point to witness the beautiful natural scenery of Patora. The 

Government of Odisha has given recognition to the spot in tourist map 

of Odisha.  

16. Kodomeri: Kodomeri, Chuhuri and Kermeli are the three villages of 

Kodomeri GP with a population of 2663. The sex ratio of male –female 

is 1323 & 1340. Allmost half of the populations of the GP are tribal and 

primitives. The main occupation of the GP is cultivation. 

17. Dharambandha: This GP comprises of Dharambandha, Kodopali, 

Siliaribahara and Bhotha villages. The total population of this GP is 
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3871 with a male-female ratio of 2056 & 1815. It is a tribal populated 

Gram Panchayat. The main occupation is cultivation. There is a 

residential Higher-Secondary School of SSD Department. 

18. Saliha: Saliha GP consists of Saliha, Chanabeda and Jhalbahal 

villages. Total population of the GP is 2944, out of which 1480 are male 

and 1464 are female. Most of the people depend on agriculture. A 

freedom battle was fought between the Firingi Sena (British Soldiers) 

and the local freedom fighter at Saliha. Due to brutal firing from enemy 

side some freedom fighter were assassinated and Saliha witness a 

blood-bath. To commemorate the Martyrs of this historical incident, a 

Pillar has been erected on the site. 

19. Godfulla: There are 7 villages in Godfulla GP namely, Godulla, 

Patparpali, Bhera, Padampuri, Junani, Pagarpani and Hanspuri. The 

total Population of the GP is 3739 out of which 1887 are male and 1852 

are female. The main occupation of the inhabitants of this GP is 

cultivation. 

20. Dumerpani: Kolda, Nandpur, Haldi, Bhajipali, Dumerpani and Silda are 

the six villages of Dumerpani GP. The total population of the GP is 

5654 out of which 2852 are male and 2802 female. The right main 

calan of Patora Dam passes through this G.P. Hence, major parts of 

land are cultivated with paddy crops.  

21. Beltukri: This GP consists of Beltukri, Bakharmal, Negipali, Gudapatra, 

Pandipani, Deogaon, Singpur and Kadambari. Total population of this 

GP is 5782 out of which 2808 is male and 2974 are female. Major 

portion of the population comprises tribal people. Most of the people 

earn their livelihood though agriculture. The Kharkhara barrage has 

been constructed here and the surplus water from Jonk River are 

stored and irrigated to the cultivable land of this GP. Thus, this GP 

yields good paddy. Thus, the people live on agriculture and related 

works. 

22. Kendubahara: Sirigidi, Gidhininpani, Brahmani, Kendubahara, 

Jamusalebhata, Chhotkendubahara, Forfouz and Bhainsadarah are the 

villages of Kendubahara Gram Panchayat. Total population of the GP is 

5782, male 2808, female2974. This GP is situated on the border of 

Chhatisgarh State. People depend upon agriculture and related works. 

23. Kotenchuan: Kotenchuan, Paraskhol, Sialati, Tileijhar, Sunarital 

Jamdarha and Chhelilendi are the villages of Kotenchuan GP. The total 

population of the GP is 6650-male 3121, female 3529.  People depend 

upon agriculture and related works. 
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24. Kuliabandha: This GP consists of 7 villages i.e. Dhanora, Senbhata, 

Gerendihi, Bhotha, Dhumabhata, Kuliabandha and Bhanpur. Total 

population of the GP is 2562-male 1250, female 1312.  People depend 

upon agriculture and related works. 

25. Sahipala: Sahipala Grama Panchayat has Pipalchhendi, Sahipala, 

Salepada, and Khairani villages with total population of 5053. Male 

population is 2487 and female are 2568. There is a dam of Minor 

Irrigation division namely Sahipala Dam. The cultivable land receives 

water throughout the year. There grows ample paddy crops in this GP. 

Thus, the inhabitants are dependable mostly on agriculture and related 

field. 

26. Sarabong: Sarabong, Lanjimar, Bhainsmundi, Ratapali, Hernamunda 

and Maulibhata are the villages of Sarabang G.P. The total population 

of the GP is 5927 out of which 2980 is female and 2947 is male. The 

Right main canal of Patora Dam passes through this GP. Hence the 

cultivable land receives water through the year. Thus, the agriculture is 

the prominent occupation of the inhabitants of this GP.   

27. Tanwat: Tanwat GP has eight villages, Lukupali, Ratapali, Tanwat, 

Jhilmila, Diamunda, Gobra Khosa and Dhamanpur. Total Population of 

the GP is 6618. The male population is 3246 and female is 3372. Most 

of the people are famers. There is the Temple of the Goddess, 

Kanabhainra in Tanwat. Devotees across the district come to this holly 

place for worship of the Goddess. 

There are 27 Grama Panchayats in Komna Block. The brief profile of 

the Grama Panchayats of Komna Block is given below: 

1. Bhella: This GP is situated on the bank of Sundar river. There are 4 

villages namely Jandramunda, Krisna, Bhella and Baghamunda. Total 

Population of this GP is 4979 out of which female population is 2530 

and male is 2449. The key occupation of the inhabitants of this GP is 

cultivation. 

2 . Pendrawan: Pendrawan GP comprises of 12 villages namely 

Jhalkusum, Lambipani, Chandopala, Dharamsagar, Hirapur, 

Jagannathpali, Palsipani, Pendraban, Bahabal, Bhalubahal, Jhitkidongri 

and Kotenghat. The total population of this GP is 6098 out of which 

3113 are female and 2985 are male. The villages of this GP are 

scattered within a radius of 12 kilometres .There is a Minor irrigation 

Project, namely Pendrawan Project. Major portion of the cultivable area 

receives water from this project. Hence the principal occupation of the 

People of this GP is agriculture and minor forest produce. 
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3. Jadamunda: Jadamunda GP is on the bank of river Indra. It comprises 

4 villages, namely Jadamunda, Thongo, Ichhapur and Kumutimunda. 

The total population of the GP is 5684 out of which 2904 are females 

and 2780 are males. Lower Indra Irrigation Project is in this GP. Almost 

all of the cultivable land receives water from this Irrigation Project. 

Major portion of the population depend upon cultivation.  

4. Sunabeda: Sunabeda Gram Panchayat is situated towards north end 

of Nuapada district adjacent to Chhattisgarh state. The Sunabeda 

Plateau has been declared a Sanctuary by the Government of Odisha. 

As many as 15 small villages are scattered in the sanctuary area. The 

total population of this GP is 4507, out of which 2270 are female and 

2237 are male. Sivnarayanpur, Kotrabeda, Gatibeda, Junapani, 

Sunabeda, Jamgaon, Dhekunpani, Thalipani, Koket, Badjhola, 

Kamarkhol, Khadang, Jharlaam, Gadgada and Barabeda are the 

villages and hamlets of this GP. Since this is entirely situated in the hilly 

tract of Sunabeda plateau, most of the lands are stony and infertile. 

Most of the inhabitants are primitives and tribal. They mainly depend 

upon minor forest produces and traditional means of livelihood. Some 

portion of population also depends upon bamboo works. The socio-

economic position is not at par with the living condition of the people of 

other part of the District. 

5. Tkirapada: Jethupali, Tikrapada, Jagannathpali, Mahulbhata, Anupgarh 

and Patpani are the villages of Tikrapada GP. The total Population of 

this GP is 3953 which comprises 2032 female and 1932 male. Most of 

the people are primitives and tribal. People depend upon cultivation and 

allied services. 

6. Lakhna: There are six villages in this GP namely, Lakhna, Mendhatal, 

Sarasmal, Dedenga, Muribahal and Telenpali with a total population of 

4762. The male-female sex ratio is 2300 and 2462. Agriculture is the 

main occupation of the inhabitant of this GP. 

7. Tarbod: Tarbod GP is situated in the middle of Nuapada District. N.H. 

353 passes through this GP. Kasipal, Tarbod, Palsipani, Dharampur 

and Gohirapadar are the villages of this Gram Panchayat. Total 

population of this Gram Panchayat is 6461 with 3217 female and 3244 

male. People depend on forest and minor forest produces. Navodaya 

Vidyalaya, managed by Ministry of Human Resources Development, 

Government of India is established in this GP headquarters. 

8. Budhikomna: Budhikomna GP comprises of five villages namely, 

Dumabhata Pandrapathar, Jalamkata Dungripali and Budhikomna with 

5614 population out of which 2742 are male and 2872 female. 
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Agriculture is the main occupation of this GP. There is the famous 

Pataleswar Temple in Budhikomna village. 

9. Gandamer: Makhapadar, Kantapali, Danojhola, Larki and Gandamer 

are 5 villages of this GP. The total population of this GP is 3832 with 

1876 male and 1956 female. Cultivation is the main means of livelihood 

of the people of this GP. 

10. Kurumpuri: Kurumpuri GP comprises of 10 villages namely Sinapali, 

Bhojpurghati, Kusdahana, Latkanpada, Mundapal, Dianmunda, Limdihi, 

Chohakpada, Daldali and Kurumpuri with a population of 7030 which 

includes 3553 female and 3477 male. Main occupation of this GP is 

agriculture and allied service. 

11. Agren: Goijore, Agren, Sandbahali, Ragupali, Ulva and Solbandh are 

the villages of this GP. The total populations of this GP 5021 out of 

which 2588 are female and 2433 are male. Most of the people depend 

upon agriculture. 

12. Sialati: Bagmunda, Jhipabahal, Bhalukomna, Belardana, Balikhamar, 

Sialati, Haluapali, Telenpada and Karangavhata are the nine villages of 

this GP. The total population of the GP is 5965 out of which 2929 are 

male and 3036 are female. Cultivation is the prominent occupation of 

this GP.  

13. Darlipada: Darlipada GP consists of Hatisara, Siletpani, Darlipada and 

Dumerpani villages with 5344 population. The male female sex ratio of 

this GP is 2628 to 2716. The Agriculture is the prominent occupation of 

the inhabitants of this GP.   

14. Thagpali: There are 4 villages namely, Suklimundi, Babupali, Thakpali 

and semelpai in Thagpali GP. The total population to this GP is 4007 

out of which 1974 are male and 2033 are female. Agriculture is the 

main occupation of this GP.  

15. Michhapali: Michhapali Grama Panchayat comprises of 7 villages 

namely, Majhagaon, Kholigaon, Cherechuan, Bishibahal, Batibahal, 

Kitibahal and MIchhapali. The total population of this GP is 3830. 

Agriculture is the prominent occupation of the inhabitants of this GP.  

16. Silva: Chhindpani, Silva, Patparpali and Chacharajaran are the four 

villages of Silva GP with a population of 3951. The sex ratio of male –

female is 2014 and 1937. All-most half of the populations of the GP are 

tribal and primitives. The main occupation of the GP is cultivation. 

17. Rajna: This GP comprises of Belgaon, Dhanrabhata, Deodharah, 

Matiapadar, Rajana and Kalimati villages. The total population of this 



 
 

285 

 

GP is 5504 with a male-female ratio of 2789 and2715. It is tribal 

populated Gram Panchayat. The main occupation is cultivation.  

18. Kandetara: This GP comprises of Musapali, Mohulbhata, Malpada and 

Kandetara villages. The total population of this GP is 3230 with a male-

female ratio of 1546 and 1684. It is a tribal populated Gram Panchayat.  

The main occupation is cultivation.  

19. Komnabira: There are 9 villages in Konabira GP namely, Pandelbahali, 

Rohenpadar, Komnabira, Dumerbahal, Bodachhapar, Bileienjar, 

Karamohul, Birunpadar and Bahalmuna. The total population of the GP 

is 5758 out of which 2852 are male and 2906 are female. The main 

occupation of the inhabitants of this GP is cultivation. 

20. Kureswar: Khairbhadi, Kureswar, Ghotsar, Reng and Dohelpada are 

the five villages of Kureswar GP. The total population of the GP is 6329 

out of which 3181 are male and 3148 female. The main canal of Indra 

Irrigation Project passes through this GP. Hence, major parts of land 

are cultivated with paddy variety of crops.  

21. Komna: This GP consists of Poinr, Biswanathpur, Komna, and 

Bharuamunda villages. Total population of this GP is 7165 out of which 

3519 are male and 3646 are female. Most of the people earn their 

livelihood through agriculture. This is the headquarters of Komna Block. 

22. Soseng: Soseng Gram Panchayat is situated towards north end of 

Nuapada. It was bifurcated from the mother district Sunabeda.  As 

many as 15 small villages are scattered in the sanctuary area. The total 

population of this GP is 1877, out of which 980 female and 887 are 

male. Bhosil, Deosil, Soseng, Kechhapakhan, Adhar, Rupiam, 

Jalmadhai, Talbela, Chandrasil and Upkapani are the villages and 

hamlets of this GP. Since this is entirely situated in the hilly tract of 

Sunabeda plateau, most of the lands are stony and infertile. Most of the 

inhabitants are primitives and tribal. They mainly depend upon minor 

forest produces and traditional means of livelihood.  Some portion of 

population also depends upon bamboo works. The socio-economic 

position is not at par with the living condition of the people of other part 

of the District. 

23. Nuagaon: Nuagaon, Kamkeda, Kalimati and Thutibar are the villages 

of Nuagaon GP. The total population of the GP is 4806-male 2366, 

female 2440.  People depend upon agriculture and related works. 

24.  Jatgarh: This GP consists of eight villages namely Sahajat, Maniguda, 

Ganiary, Sihinamunda, Balipati, Gadagadbahali, Naikpada and Jatgarh. 
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The total population of the GP is 7709-male 3836, female 3873.  

People depend upon agriculture and related works. 

25. Jhagrahi: Jhagrahi Grama Panchayat has Khambahi, Jhagrahi, 

Dhorlamunda, Chhata and Brandapat villages with total population of 

7276. Male population is 3547 and female are 3729. People depend 

upon agriculture and related fields. 

26. Mundapala: Suabahal, Chanamunda, Mundapala, Bankimohul and 

Bangamunda are the villages of this GP. The total population of the GP 

is 3658 out of which 1866 is female and 1792 is male. Agriculture is the 

prominent occupation of the inhabitants of this GP.   

27. Samarsing: Khajurbahal, Tengnabasa, Samarsing, and Bhurkadodha 

are the villages of this GP. The total population of the GP is 3196 out of 

which 1607 are female and 1589 are male. Agriculture is the prominent 

occupation of the inhabitants of this GP.   

There are 31 Grama Panchayats in Khariar Block. A brief profile of the 

Gram Panchayats of Khariar Block is given below: 

Khudpej: Khudpaj Grampanchayat comprises of six villages, namely 

Khudpej, Thakpali, Kikiribeda, Darlipada Chalanpada and 

Goimundi having total population of 4360 out of which 2231 

are male and 2129 female. It is situated on the way from 

Khariar to Boden and the inter-block bordering GP. There 

are small artisans, but most of the population depends upon 

agriculture. The cultivable land is fertile. 

Sardhapurj: Godttola, Sardhapur, Dhanksar, Anchalpur and Chandgiri 

are the villages of Sardhapur GP. The total population of this 

GP is 4563 out of which 2227 are male and 2336 female. 

Most of the population depends upon agriculture. The 

cultivable land is fertile. 

Bhuliasikuan: This Grama Panchayat comprises of 5 villages, namely 

Bhuliasikuan, Kotenmunda, Chhata, Baresbahali and 

Nuapada. Total population of this GP is 5602 out of which 

2812 are male and 2790 female. It is situated on the 

northern part of Khariar Block and is an inter-district 

bordering GP of Nuapada district and Bolangir district. There 

are some small businessmen, but most of the population 

depend upon agriculture. The cultivable land is fertile. 

Tukla: This Grama Panchayat comprises of 4 villages, namely 

Tukla, Sargadi, Narsingpur and Risigaon. Total population of 
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this G.P. is 9760 out of which 4947 is Male and 4813 

female. It is situated on the way from Khariar to 

Bhawanipatna of Kalahandi district. This is one of the 

biggest GPs of this District. The civic amenities of this GP 

are developed in comparison to other Gram Panchayats of 

the District. There is High School and a College in this GP. 

There are some small businessmen, but most of the 

population depends upon agriculture. The cultivable land is 

fertile.  

Kirkita: Khurd, Sikuan, Sunarisikuan, Kirkita and Junapani are the 

villages of this Gram Panchayat. Total population of this GP 

is 4041 out of which 2008 are male and 2033 female. The 

villages are scattered in small forest. The agricultural land is 

not fertile. Most of the population depends upon agriculture 

and there are some daily wages workers. 

Areda: Badmula, Chonutmal, Mohara Areda and Amlapali are the 

villages of this Gram Panchayat. The total population of this 

G.P. is 5555 out of which 2619 is Male and 2936 female. 

This Grama Panchayat is situated on the NH No 353 on the 

way to Khariar from Kantabanji of Bolangir.  The agricultural 

land is fertile. Most of the people depend upon agriculture 

and there are some daily wages workers in this GP. 

Dabri  Kodaldongri, Bikrampur, Bhirajpur, Dabri, Rampurguma and 

Bhaludongri are the villages of this Gram Panchayat. Total 

population of this GP is 3196 out of which 1546 is Male and 

1650 female. The villages are scattered in small forest. The 

agricultural land is not fertile. Most of the population 

depends upon agriculture and there are some daily wages 

workers. 

Khasbahal: This Grama Panchayat comprises of 9 villages, namely 

Chandel, Bahalpadar, Artatranapur, Chacharabhata, 

Khairbhadi, Bankapur, Nuarajpur, Jubrajpur and Dohelpada. 

Total population of this GP is 6410 out of which 3134 is 

Male and 3276 female.  It is situated on the way from 

Khariar to Bhawanipatna of Kalahandi District and the 

bordering G.P. in between Nuapada and Kalahandi District. 

There is a High School and a College in this GP. There are 

some small businessmen, but most of the population 

depends upon agriculture. The cultivable land is fertile.  
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Badi Badi, Padampur, Junani and Sandibahali are the villages of 

this Gram Panchayat. Total population of this GP is 5685 

out of which 2874 is male and 2811 female. The villages are 

scattered in small forest. The agricultural land is very fertile. 

Most of the population depends upon agriculture and there 

are some daily wages workers. Model school under SSD 

Department has been established in this GP. 

Sanmaheswar: There are as many as eight villages namely Badmaheswar, 

Sanmaheswar, Kuligaon, Ghardhara, Rajamunda, 

Debabahal, Sunamudi and Jholpathar in this GP with total 

population of 6660, out of which 3333are Male and 3327 

female. The lower Indra Irrigation project, namely the Tikhali 

Dam is situated on the upper part of the GP. So this GP gets 

ample water from this Dam. The agricultural land is very 

fertile. Most of the population depends upon agriculture and 

there are some daily wages workers.  

Nehena:  Ranipur, Chicher, Torli, Bichhanapali, Nehena, Baddohel, 

Pakhansar Sandohel and Lachhipur are the nine villages of 

this Gram Panchayat. Total population of this GP is 7560, 

out of which 3751are Male and 3809 female. The River 

Sundar flows across this GP. There are many Lift Irrigation 

projects on the bank of this river through which major part of 

the cultivable land receives water from these projects. The 

agricultural land is very fertile. Most of the population 

depends upon agriculture and there are some small artisans 

and daily wages workers.  

Bhojpur: Rohenpadar, Barpadar, Chanabeda, Kortipadar, 

Bhaludungri, Bhojpur and Jhitridodha are the villages of this 

GP with total population of 9044, out of which 4576 are male 

and 4468 female. The lower Indra Irrigation project, namely 

the Tikhali Dam is situated on the upper part of the GP. So 

this GP gets ample water from this Dam. The agricultural 

land is very fertile. Most of the population depends upon 

agriculture and some are daily wages workers. Sub-Jail, 

Khariar, Fire-Station, Khariar and GRID are located in this 

GP. 

Duajhar:  Gudbheli, Duajhar, Samserpadar and Khamtari are four 

villages of this Gram Panchayat. Total population of this GP 

is 6099, out of which 3064 are Male and 3035 female. The 

River Sundar flows across this G.P. There are many Lift 
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Irrigation projects on the bank of this river through which 

major part of the cultivable land receives water from these 

projects. The agricultural land is very fertile. Most of the 

population depends upon agriculture and there are some 

small artisans and daily wage workers.  

Birghat: Kusmal, Jharsaram, Birighat, Mahuljharan and 

Goddhuapadar are the villages of this GP with total 

population of 4238, out of which 2131 are Male and 2107 

female. The river, Sundar flows across this GP. There are 

many Lift Irrigation projects on the bank of this river through 

which major part of the cultivable land receives water from 

these projects. The agricultural land is very fertile. Most of 

the population depends upon agriculture and there are some 

small artisans and daily wages workers.  

Lanji: Kendupati, Kenduguda, Lanji, Bhimapadar, Uparpita, 

Belpada, Mantritarai (Khurdh), Mantritari (Kala), Karandaba, 

Dumerjore and Mahulpada are the villages of Lanji GP. The 

villages are scattered in small forest. The total population of 

this GP is 7692, out of which 3756 are male and 3936 are 

female. A minor irrigation project, namely Dumerjore MIP is 

situated in this GP. Some portion of cultivable land receives 

water from this project. Most of the inhabitants depend upon 

agriculture. Some primitive people also collect minor forest 

produces and make their livelihood. 

Bargaon: Bendrabahal, Bargaon, Thelkodungri, Kasipala, Dumerbahal 

and Podapali are the villages of this GP with total population 

5442, out of which 2732are Male and 2710 female. The 

lower Indra Irrigation project, namely the Tikhali Dam is 

situated on the upper part of the GP. So, this GP gets ample 

water from this Dam. The agricultural land is very fertile. 

Most of the population depends upon agriculture and there 

are some daily wages workers.  

Ranimunda: Samadpadar, Mahulkote, Kotamal, Palma, Kampaniguma 

and Ranimunda are the villages of this Gram Panchayat. 

Total population of this GP is 5730 out of which 2826 are 

Male and 2904 female. The villages are scattered in dense 

forest range. The agricultural land is not fertile. Most of the 

population depends upon agriculture. Some primitive group 

collect minor forest produce and make their livelihood. 
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There are 14 Grama Panchayats in Boden Block. A brief overlook of 

the GPs of Boden Block is given below: 

Sunapur: Sunapur, Kesrajpur Mohulpadar and Bagbahal are the 

villages of this Grama Panchayat. Total population of this 

G.P. is 4249 out of which 2105 are Male and 2144 female. 

The agricultural land is not fertile. Most of the population 

depends upon agriculture. Some primitive group collects 

minor forest produce and makes their livelihood. Model 

School of SSD Department of Boden Block is situated in 

Kesrajpur village of this GP. 

Litisargi: Ghantiguda, Jhirnikhol, Litisargi Dahanapali, Kekadsar, 

Sukulibhata, Kulekela, Pitapani and Ainlabhata are the 

villages of this Grama Panchayat. The total population of 

this GP is 5511 out of which 2710 are Male and 2801 

female. The agricultural land is fertile. Most of the population 

depends upon agriculture. Some primitive group collects 

minor forest produce and makes their livelihood.  

Karangamal: Lesunpali, Dito, Karangamal, Dumerpani, and Kulingamal 

are the villages of this Gram Panchayat. The total population 

of this GP is 4523 out of which 2157 are Male and 2366 

female. There a Minor Irrigation Project, namely Babebir 

MIP on the upper part of this GP. The agricultural land is 

fertile. Most of the population depends upon agriculture. 

There are two junior colleges in this GP.  The literacy ratio of 

this GP is comparatively higher to other GPs. of Boden 

Block. 

Nagpada: Jharnamal, Bhuipani, Nagpada, Sirli, Makarbirli and Baloda 

are the villages of this Grama Panchayat. The total 

population of this G.P. is 5018 out of which 2481 are male 

and 2537 female.  The major part of the population is tribal 

and primitives. They mostly depend upon minor forest 

produce .Agricultural land is not fertile.  

Larka: Larka, Anakapur, Khorla, Kampur, Gumabahal, Khrd Guma 

and Palenbasa are the villages of this Gram Panchayat. The 

total population of this GP is 4601 out of which 2157 are 

Male and 2366 female.  Agricultural land is fertile. Most of 

the population depends upon agriculture. Vast patch of land 

of this GP comprises with black-cotton soil for which the 

farmers grow cotton in addition to paddy crops. 
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Bhainsadani: Redhamal, Rundi, Sialati, Patdarah, Koptiam, Khatfar, 

Kotgaon, Dohbei and Bhainsadani are the villages of this 

Grama Panchayat. The total population of this GP is 5045 

out of which 2539 are Male and 2506 female.  All-most all of 

the villages are scattered throughout the Sunabeda plateau. 

Big dense forests and small springs have surrounded this 

GP. Almost all inhabitants are tribal and primitive groups. 

Main occupation of this GP is minor forest produce. 

―Patalganga‖, the ethnic holy place is situated in village 

Kotegaon of this GP. It bears legend of the protagonists of 

holy Ramayana-Lord Rama, Laxmana and Goddess Sita. 

Pligrims and devotees across the State and neighbouring 

Chatisgarh State come to this tourist spots troughout the 

year.  There are also ‗Mahmruyunjaya‘ Temple, Mahima 

Gadi and temple of Lord Jagannath with the surroundings of 

Patalganga. The holy place of the almighty Goddess, 

―Dwarsani‖ is situated on the foot of Chhatadani Parbata 

(hill) nearer to Patalganga. A huge conglomeration of 

devotees is assembled on the auspicious day of ―Kartika 

Purnima” -the full moon day of November to take a holly dip 

in the Patalganga. The scenic beauty of dense forest range 

of Sunabeda plateau enriched the glory of the epical place. 

Domjhar: Domjhar, Runibasa, Margoan, Durkamunda, Salepade, 

Durkamunda and Budhapada are the villages of this Grama 

Panchayat. The total population of this GP is 7113 out of 

which 3315 are male and 3798 female.  Agricultural land of 

this is fertile. Most of the population depends upon 

agriculture.    

Boirgaon: Boirgaon, Sunamudi, Chikalchuan, Baglore, Mahulpadar, 

Jamgaon, Dhamanapada, Nimna and Khadupani are the 

villages of this Gram Panchayat. The total population of this 

GP is 5504 out of which 2593 are male and 2911 female. 

Since this GP is situated on the foot of Sunabeda hill range, 

the agricultural land is fertile. Most of the population 

depends upon agriculture. Some primitive group collects 

minor forest produce and makes their livelihood.  

Rokal: Rokal, Tarapur, Jayabahal, Khirmal, Kamalamal and 

Machenmal are the villages of this Grama Panchayat. The 

total population of this GP is 5383 out of which 2540 are 

Male and 2843 female.  Agricultural land is fertile. Most of 

the population depends upon agriculture. Vast patches of 
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land of this GP comprises with black-cotton soil for which 

the farmers grow cotton in addition to paddy crops. 

Boden: Temri, Boden, Kusumkhunta, Kerapadar, Biriskela and 

Binopur are the villages of this Grama Panchayat. The total 

population of this GP is 8831 out of which 4471 are male 

and 4360 female.  The agricultural land is fertile. Most of the 

population depends upon agriculture. There is one junior 

college and one degree college in this GP.   Boden Ashram 

High School, runs by SSD Department, has recently been 

upgraded to a Higher Secondary School. 

Khaira: Amera, Khaira, Banjibahal, Kamarkhol and Dabri are the 

villages of this Grama Panchayat. The total population of 

this GP is 5381 out of which 2690 are male and 2691 

female.  The agricultural land is fertile. Most of the 

population depends upon agriculture. There is a destitute 

centre run by W&CD Department in the GP. 

Babebir: Babebir, Dharnimal, Khairbhadi and Bartansil are the 

villages of this Gram Panchayat. The total population of this 

GP is 5548 out of which 2804 are male and 2744 female.  

There is a Minor Irrigation Project, namely Babebir MIP on 

the upper part of this GP. The agricultural land is fertile. 

Most of the population depends upon agriculture. Vast patch 

of land of this GP comprises of black-cotton soil for which 

the farmers grow cotton in addition to paddy crops. 

Karlakote: Katamal. Kireikela, Karlakote, Kireijhola and Dargaon are 

the villages of this Grama Panchayat. The total population of 

this GP is 7333 out of which 3636 are male and 3697 

female. The agricultural land is fertile. Most of the population 

depends upon agriculture. Vast patches of land of this GP 

comprises of black-cotton soil for which the farmers grow 

cotton in addition to paddy crops. There is drinking water 

problem in this GP. Water is highly contaminated with 

fluoride which hinders health of the inhabitants. 

Farsara: Farsara, Tetelpada, Rajpur, Putupada, Bakulikhunti, 

Bheruamal, Amguda and Jubrajpur are the villages of this 

Grama Panchayat. The total population of this GP is 7647 

out of which 3745 are male and 3902 female.  The 

agricultural land is fertile. Most of the population depends 

upon agriculture. Vast patches of land of this GP comprises 
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of black-cotton soil for which the farmers grow cotton in 

addition to paddy crops.  

There are 22 Gram Panchayats in Sinapali Block. A brief overlook of 

GPs of Sinapali Block is given below: 

Hatibandha: Chalna, Hatibandha, Dhingiamunda, Gidmal and Charpali 

are the villages of this Grama Panchayat. The total 

population of this GP is 7787, out of which 3907 are male 

and 3880 are female. It is the inter district boarder GP in 

between Nuapada and Kalahandi. There is a Junior College 

in this GP. The River Udanti passes through this GP. So, the 

cultivable land is fertile. Farmers grow paddy, pulse and 

cotton. Most of the people depend upon agriculture. 

Gandabahali: Gambhirguda, Gandabahali, Mundapala and Rampur are 

villages of this GP. The total population of this GP is 4668, 

out of which male are 2316 and female 2352. The 

agricultural land of this GP is fertile. People depend upon 

agriculture and allied service. There is a granite mines in 

this GP in which some residence work and earn their 

livelihood. 

Karanbahali: Ghchhaguda, Chandel, Makarguda, Dengmacha, Badibahal, 

Dongriguda, Karanbahali and Kuliadongri are nine villages 

of this GP having total population of 4535, out of which 2285 

are male and 2250 are female. Paddy, cereals and pulse 

are the main crops of this GP. Most of the people depend 

upon agriculture. 

Kendumunda: Kendumunda, Jampani, Baddarlipada, Dhingiamunda, 

Dongrikhol, Gojiadongri and Kandulkona are six village of 

this GP having total population of 5297 out of which 2642 

are male and 2655 are female. Paddy, cereals and pulse 

are the main crops of this GP. Most of the people depend 

upon agriculture. 

Kusumjore: Kusumjore, Brahmaniguda, Keseipani, Nuaguda and 

Halidikhol are villages of this GP having total population of 

4424 with 2104 male and 2320 female. It is an inter-State 

bordering GP in between Odisha and Chhattisgarh. Paddy, 

cereals and pulse are the main crops of this GP. Most of the 

people depend upon agriculture. Besides, people depend on 

minor forest produces. 
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Khairpadar: khairpadar, kaintpadar, Chhotdarlipada, Kathabadi, 

Saradapur, Sillati and Haldimunda are villages of this GP 

with a total population of 3999, out of which 1961 are male 

and 2038 are female. Paddy, cereals and pulse are the main 

crops of this GP. Most of the people depend upon 

agriculture. Besides, people depend on minor forest 

produces. 

Godal Khalna, Palsapada, Dongargaon, Godal, Brahmanpada, 

Kotamal and Mahagaon are villages of this GP. The total 

population of this GP is 7450, out which 3730 are male and 

3720 are female. There is a minor irrigation project namely 

Badibahal Dam on the upper part of this GP. The 

agricultural land receives water from this Dam. Paddy is the 

main crop of this GP. Most of the people depend upon 

agriculture. 

Gorla: Dhingiamunda, Maheswar, Armela, Malpada, Kusum 

khunta, Baijalpur, Khiprimal and Gorla are the villages of this 

GP. The total population is 5513, out of which 2725 are 

male and 2788 are female. There is a minor irrigation 

Project namely Armela on the upper part of this GP. The 

agricultural land receives water from this Dam for which 

paddy is the main crop of this GP. Most of the people 

depend upon agriculture. Besides, minor Forest produces is 

also a means of livelihood of the people of this GP. 

Ghantiguda: Nandigaon, Saradapur, Karlapani and Ghantiguda are the 

villages of this GP. The total population of this GP is 2957, 

out of which 1486 are male and 1471 are female. The river 

Udanti passes across this GP. Land is very fertile. Farmers 

grow paddy, cereals, pulse and groundnut. Thus agriculture 

is the main occupation of this GP. 

Ghatmal: Jogbhata, Ghatmal, Chitrama, Sindursil, Talakot, 

Rambahali, Gendulpani and Dumerbahal are the villages of 

this GP. The Total population of this GP is 3518, out of 

which 1795 are male and 1723 are female. Most of the 

people belong to tribal and primitive groups. The villages are 

scattered in the Sunabeda plateau. The soil is stony and not 

fit for agriculture. People depend upon minor forest 

produces and make their livelihood. 

Chatiaguda: Chatiguda and Sagubhadi are two villages of this GP having 

total population of 3380, out of which 1614 are male and 
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1766 are female. The river Udanti passes across this GP. 

Land is very fertile. Farmers grow paddy, cereals, pulse and 

groundnut. Agriculture is the main occupation of this GP. 

Jharbandh: Tileimal, Jharbandh, Malpada, Nagjhar, Jhulenbar and 

Kandamunda are the village of this GP having total 

population of 4937, out of which male are 2310 and female 

2627. It is an inter-State bordering GP in between Odisha 

and Chhattisgarh. Paddy, cereals and pulse are the main 

crops of this GP. Most of the people depend upon 

agriculture. Besides, people depend on minor forest 

produces. 

Timanpur: Timanpur, Ranimunda, Mandiarucha, Govindpur and 

Hirapur are the villages of this GP with total population of 

5744, out of which 2820 are male and 2924 are female. 

Agriculture is the primary occupation of the people of this 

GP. The Model School of SSD Department for Sinapali 

Block is established in this GP. 

Nangalbod: Karadongri, Bhatapani, Nangalbod, Tankamal, Nuamalpada, 

Akhadabhata, Dangargaon, Tabita, Bhuliabhata and Fulchi 

are the villages of this GP. The total population of this GP is 

4851, out of which 2480 are male and 2371 female. Most of 

the people belong to the tribal and primitive groups. The 

villages are scattered in the Sunabeda plateau. The soil is 

stony and not fit for agriculture. People depend upon minor 

forest produce to make their livelihood. 

Nilji: Baigapada, Ranidungri, Rebdi, Kharsel, Nilji, Karlakhamar 

and Gadramal are the villages of this GP with total 

population of 6941, out of which 3487 are male and 3454 

are female. The river Udanti passes across this GP. Land is 

very fertile. Farmers grow paddy, cereals, pulse and 

groundnut. Agriculture is the main occupation of this GP. 

Bargaon: Botopali, Salekela and Bargaon are the villages of this GP 

with total population of 5362, out of which 2698 are male 

and 2664 are female. The river Udanti passes across this 

GP. Land is very fertile. Farmers grow paddy, cereals, pulse 

and groundnut. Agriculture is the main occupation of this 

GP. 

Nuapada: Nuapada, Sandhibahali, Gualpani and Patelpada are the 

villages of this GP. The total population of this G.P. is 2694, 
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out of which male are 1304 and female are 1390. It is an 

inter-State bordering GP in between Odisha and 

Chhattisgarh. Paddy, cereals and pulse are the main crops 

of this GP. Most of the people depend upon agriculture. 

Besides, people depend on minor forest produces also. 

Bharuamunda: Bharuamunda, Govindpur, Chacharabhata, Jarelpadar and 

Barpadar are the villages of this GP. The total population of 

this GP is 2909, out of which 1454 are male and 1455 are 

female. Agriculture is the primary occupation of the people 

of this GP.  

Litiguda: Litiguda and Kokpadar are two villages of this GP. The total 

population of this GP is 2620, out of which 1291 are male 

and 1329 are female. Agriculture is the primary occupation 

of the people of this GP.  

Makhapadar: Sitalikhalia, Kopia, Jogibahal, Makhapadar, Chaura, 

Malpada, Jhankerguda and Liad are the village of this GP. 

The total population of this GP is 7070, out of which 3462 

are male and 3608 are female. The River Udanti passes 

across this GP. Land is very fertile. Farmers grow paddy, 

cereals, pulse and groundnut. Agriculture is the main 

occupation of this GP. 

Singhjhar: Singhjhar, Kodobeda, Sonbarsha, Lohorapali, Kuliaribahal 

and Pendren are villages of this GP with total population of 

5122, out of which 2579 are male and 2543 are female. 

There is a minor irrigation Project namely Badibahal dam on 

the upper part of this GP. The agricultural land receives 

water from this Dam for which paddy is the main crop of this 

GP. Most of the people depend upon agriculture. 

Sinapali: Jogenpadar, Sinapali and Kapsi are three villages of 

Sinapali GP with total population of 8092, out of which 3907 

are male and 4185 are female. It is the headquarters GP of 

Sinapali Block. Two Degree Colleges, one Junior College 

and the Oldest High school of this area are situated in this 

GP. There is a CHC and veterinary hospital in this GP. The 

river Udanti passes across this GP. Land is very fertile. 

Farmers grow paddy, cereals, pulse and ground nut. Thus, 

agriculture is the main occupation of this GP. 
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Gram Sabha and Its Functioning 

Gram Sabha is conducted as per Section-5 of the OGP Act, 1964. 

There shall have be at least two meetings i.e. one in February and another 

in the month of June of every year by the members of ―Grama Sasan‖ and 

such other meetings as may be prescribed. 

The Quorum for the meetings of the ―Grama Sasan‖ shall be 1/10
th
 of 

the total members of the ―Grama Sasan‖. 

In the event of there being no Quorum at any ―Grama Sabha‖, it stands 

adjourned to another day for which notice is given in the prescribed manner 

and no Quorum is necessary for any such adjourned meeting. 

The ―GRAMA SASAN‖ has power to - 

(a) Approve the plans, programme and economic development before such 

plans, programmes and projects are taken up for implementation by the 

GP. 

(b) Identify or select persons as beneficiaries under the poverty alleviation 

or similar other programme like IAY, ―MO KUDIA‖ ―BIJU PUCCA 

GHAR‖ etc. 

Provided that every Grama Panchayat shall be required to obtain from 

the ―GRAMA SASAN‖, a certificate of utilization of funds by that Panchayat for 

the plans, programme and projects referred to in Clauses (a) and (b). 

(c) Consider and approve the annual budget of the Grama Panchayat 

including the supplementary or revised budget. 

(d) Consider levy of all taxes, rates, rents and fees and enhancement of 

rates thereof, 

(e) Organize community service and drawing up and implementation of 

agricultural production plans 

(f) Consider all such matters as may be referred to it by the GP for its‘ 

decision, 

(g) Call for such information and data from the GP as it may consider 

necessary 

(h) And consider such other matters as may be prescribed from time to 

time. 

Subject to the provisions of such section (1) the meetings of the 

―Grama Sasan‖ shall be convened by such authority in such manner and at 

such time and intervals as may be prescribed. The business of the ―Grama 
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Sasan‖ at the Gram Sabha shall be conducted and the record of the 

proceedings thereof shall be maintained in the prescribed manner. 

In the scheduled areas, the ―Grama Sasan‖ shall be competent to 

safeguard and preserve the tradition and customs of the people, their 

cultural identity, community resources and customary mode of dispute 

resolution consistent with the relevant laws in force and in harmony with 

basic tenets of the constitution and human rights. 

Palli Sabha and its Functioning 

Palli Sabha will be conducted as per the Section-6 of the OGP Act, 

1964. For every village within ―Grama‖ there shall be constituted by the State 

Government a Palli Sabha, provided that  where the area comprised within a 

Ward constituted for the ―Grama‖ under section-8 consists of more than one 

village , there shall be only one Palli Sabha for such Ward.  

Each Palli Sabha shall consists of all persons registered by virtue of the 

Representation of People Act, 1950 in so much of the electoral roll for any 

Assembly Constituency of the time being in force as relates to the area in 

respect of the Palli Sabha and the said portion of the Roll shall be deemed to 

be electoral roll of the Palli Sabha.  

The Palli Sabha shall meet annually in February every year and may 

also meet at other times in the manner prescribed.  

The person representing the Palli Sabha area in the Grama Panchayat 

or if there be more than one such person, one from the list of all such 

persons in order of preference to be determined by the Grama Panchayat, 

shall preside over the meeting of the Palli Sabha and in absence of all such 

persons at the meeting at the appointed time, those present in the meeting 

may elect one from amongst themselves to preside over the meeting. 

The Quorum for the meetings of the Palli Sabha shall be 1/10
th
 of the 

total members of the ―Palli Sabha‖. 

In the event of there being no quorum at any ―Palli Sabha‖, it shall 

stand adjourned to a future day for which notice shall be given in the 

prescribed manner and no quorum shall be necessary for any such 

adjourned meeting. 

Provided that  if any member of the Palli Sabha  files a complaint either 

in writing or in person in the next meeting of the Gram Panchayat 

challenging that the proceedings have not been correctly recorded by the 

President, the Gram Panchayat in its‘ discretion, summons another meeting 

of the Palli Sabha, to consider the same issue or issues to be held in the 

presence of a member of the Gram Panchayat not connected with the Palli 
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Sabha duly authorized by the Gram Panchayat in this behalf and the 

recorded proceedings of this meeting. If duly countersigned by the said 

member of the Gram Panchayat shall be taken to be final.  

It shall be the duty of the Palli Sabha at its annual meeting in February 

each year to give its recommendation to the Grama Panchayat in respect of 

the following manner in so far as such matters relate to the Palli Sabha area 

namely (i) development works and programme that may be taken up during 

the ensuing year and (ii) the annual budget estimate submitted by the 

Grama Panchayat under sub-section-(1) of section-98. 

Nothing in this Section shall apply in respect of a ―Grama‖ comprising of 

one village only. 

Powers, Duties and Functions of Sarpanch 

The Sarpanch of the Grama Panchayat shall exercise his/her power 

under section-19 of OGP Act, 1964. He/she shall convene and preside over 

the meetings of the Grama Panchayat and conduct, regulate and be 

responsible for proper maintenance of the records of the proceedings of the 

said meetings. He/she shall execute documents relating to contracts on 

behalf of the ―Grama Sasan‖. He/she shall be responsible for the proper 

custody of all records and documents, all valuable securities and all 

properties and assets belonging to or vested in or under the direction, 

management or control of the ―Grama Sasan‖. 

He/she shall be responsible for the proper working of the Grama 

Panchayat as required by or under this Act. He/she shall cause to be 

preparing all statements and reports required by or under this Act.  

He/she shall exercise supervision and control over the Act and 

proceedings of all officers and employees of the Grama Panchayat. He / She 

shall be the authority to enter into correspondence on behalf of the Grama 

Panchayat and exercise such other powers, discharge such other duties and 

perform such other functions as may be conferred or imposed on or 

assigned to him by or under this Act. 

G.P. wise Population of 2011 Census & Number of Wards in the G.P 

Sl. No Name of the Block Name of the G.P. Population No.ofWard 
1 Nuapada Motanuapada 4,192 11 
2 

 
Chulabhat 3,554 12 

3 
 

Tanwat 6,618 13 
4 

 
Boirbhadi 6,139 13 

5 
 

Jampani 4,028 11 
6 

 
Kendubahara 3,230 12 

7 
 

Amanara 5,538 15 
8 

 
Bhaleswar 5,872 13 

9 
 

Darlimunda 4,051 12 
10 

 
Dharambandha 3,871 11 
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11 
 

Saliha 2,944 11 
12 

 
Kuliabandha 6,570 17 

13 
 

Kotenchuan 6,650 15 
14 

 
Sarabong 5,927 13 

15 
 

Godfulla 3,739 13 
16 

 
Bhera 5,511 14 

17 
 

Kermeli 1,756 11 
18 

 
Bharuamunda 1,901 14 

19 
 

Dumerpani 5,654 13 
20 

 
Kodomeri 2,663 11 

21 
 

Budhipali 3,220 12 
22 

 
Amsena 4,694 11 

23 
 

Sahipala 2,944 14 
24 

 
Parkod 5,903 15 

25 
 

Bisora 5,829 13 
26 

 
Biromal 3,117 12 

27 
 

Beltukri 5,782 12 

 
Total 

 
121,897 344 

28 Komna Jadamunda 5,684 13 
29 

 
Kurumpuri 7,030 15 

30 
 

Tarbod 6,461 12 
31 

 
Pendrawan 6,098 15 

32 
 

Samarsing 3,196 12 
33 

 
Darlipada 5,344 11 

34 
 

Agren 5,021 14 
35 

 
Jatgarh 7,709 13 

36 
 

Lakhna 4,762 11 
37 

 
Gandamer 3,832 11 

38 
 

Mundapal 3,658 11 
39 

 
Michhapali 3,830 11 

40 
 

Thakpali 4,007 11 
41 

 
jhagrahi 7,276 13 

42 
 

Sialati 5,965 11 
43 

 
Komna 7,685 14 

44 
 

Rajana 5,504 16 
45 

 
Bhella 4,979 12 

46 
 

Konabira 5,238 13 
47 

 
Nuagaon 4,806 11 

48 
 

Silva 3,951 13 
49 

 
Kandetara 3,230 11 

50 
 

Budhikomna 5,614 12 
51 

 
Sunabeda 4,507 12 

52 
 

Soseng 1,877 11 
53 

 
Tikrapada 3,953 14 

54 
 

Kureswar 6,329 13 

 
TOTAL 

 
137,546 336 

55 Khariar Sardhapur 4,563 12 
56 

 
Ranimunda 5,730 15 

57 
 

Lanji 7,692 17 
58 

 
Bargaon 5,442 11 

59 
 

Bhojpur 9,044 16 
60 

 
Bhuliasikuan 5,602 11 

61 
 

Khasbahal 6,410 13 
62 

 
Sanmaheswar 6,660 13 

63 
 

Duajhar 6,099 11 
64 

 
Nehena 7,560 13 

65 
 

Khudpej 4,360 11 
66 

 
Chindaguda 9,047 14 

67 
 

Tukla 9,760 17 
68 

 
Kirkita 4,041 12 
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69 
 

Dabri 3,196 11 
70 

 
Badi 5,685 12 

71 
 

Birighat 4,238 11 
72 

 
Areda 5,555 11 

 
TOTAL 

 
110,684 231 

73 Boden Karangamal 4,523 12 
74 

 
Boden 8,831 17 

75 
 

Litisargi 5,511 13 
76 

 
Babebir 5,548 13 

77 
 

Boirgaon 4,934 12 
78 

 
Larka 4,601 12 

79 
 

Sunapur 4,249 11 
80 

 
Bhainsadani 5,045 11 

81 
 

Karlakote 7,333 17 
82 

 
Farsara 7,444 18 

83 
 

Damjhar 7,113 15 
84 

 
Rokal 5,383 12 

85 
 

Khaira 5,381 11 
86 

 
Nagpada 5,018 11 

 
TOTAL 

 
80,914 185 

87 Sinapali Bharuamunda 2,909 11 
88 

 
Sinapali 8,092 14 

89 
 

Chatiaguda 3,380 11 
90 

 
Nuapada 2,694 11 

91 
 

Nilji 6,941 12 
92 

 
Makhapadar 7,070 13 

93 
 

Timanpur 5,744 13 
94 

 
Gandabahali 4,668 12 

95 
 

Karanbahali 4,535 13 
96 

 
Kendumunda 5,297 15 

97 
 

Hatibandha 7,787 12 
98 

 
Bargaon 5,362 12 

99 
 

Godal 7,450 14 
100 

 
Gorla 5,513 12 

101 
 

Kusumjore 4,424 12 
102 

 
Litiguda 2,620 11 

103 
 

Singjhar 5,122 12 
104 

 
Nangalbod 4,851 14 

105 
 

Ghatmal 3,518 12 
106 

 
Jharbandh 4,937 11 

107 
 

Khairpadar 3,999 14 
108 

 
Ghantiguda 2,957 11 

 
TOTAL 

 
109,870 272 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

302 

 

CHAPTER-XII 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 

Historical Background 

It is difficult to gather information pertaining to the nature and scope, 

growth and spread of education in Nuapada district before the nineteenth 

century, and to be precise, even oral history does not throw sufficient light to 

construct something of a historical account on the history of education in 

district before the nineteenth century. However, as soon as the capital of the 

Zamindari was shifted to Khariar in the early part of the nineteenth century, 

the Badadadhibamana temple became the nerve-centre of religio-

educational activities. The pedagogical emphasis was laid on Sanskrit 

Studies which included recital of the Puranas and other religious treatises, 

through grounding in priest craft and Yoga, Astrology and Vedic 

Mathematics, and so on. The mediums of instruction were both Sanskrit and 

Odia. Consequently, the temple-centric exclusive education empowered the 

Brahmin students who played a decisive role in the collective life of the 

larger society that was mainly composed of indigenous communities.  

No definite information regarding the old centres of learning in Nuapada 

district in ancient period is available. Archaeological discoveries throw some 

faint light on peoples‘ knowledge and technology they used. Education was 

confined to knowledge of day to day life in the early period. Spiritual 

knowledge was gained through intuition and experience. 

J.P. Singh Deo interprets the Rock Art of Yogimath as depiction of 

creation. He argues that three egg-shaped figures at the extreme right of the 

said art as Hiranyagar ha (the cosmic womb) which shows the three Gunas, 

SATVA, RAJA and TAMA of later Sankhya Darshan. 

Epigraphic discovery on the stone door jamb of a fallen Siva temple 

found at Maraguda valley shows that this area had given much contribution 

to the growth of script, language, Yoga, Sankhya Darshan and spiritual 

cultures of India. 

During the medieval period Sanskrit learning was encouraged in the 

Brahmin settlements in this region with royal patronage. The Chauhan kings 

of Khariar ex-Zamindari were patrons of learning and founded some Sanskrit 

tols in and around their capital town. 
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Development of Education at Khariar 

Temple at that time was not only for religious purpose it was also a 

place of learning. The Badadadhibamana temple at Khariar, having been 

patronised by the King, had a larger collections of palm-leaf manuscripts 

which could be called a library. It included manuscripts of the Vedas, 

Upanishads and Puranas.  One such palm leaf manuscript known as 

―Bhagbat first Skanda, 1-13 Adhyaya‖ has a concluding line, which mentions 

that the pothi (palm-leaf manuscript) belongs to Balabhadra Sai Maharaja. 

The definite period of the ruling of Komnagarh (early capital of Khariar 

kingdom) chief Balabhadra Sai Deo is not known. 

Gradually, the products of the Badadadhibaana temple, in the latter half 

of the nineteenth century, were employed by the Gaontias of many important 

villages to train male children of the village headmen for certain purposes. 

The village headmen found the institution of Guhalpadha inperative for 

village administration. The teacher was paid remuneration in terms of kind 

such as rice. But many children were deprived of this ancillary education. 

Late Pundit Prayagdutta Joshi in the Khadial Prabha mentions that prior to 

19
th
 century education was at low ebb in Nuapada and there was no scope 

for education for common people, so ―Guhal Padha Chatsalis‖ were 

particularly prevalent among the people as centre of learning in many parts 

of Nuapada. These were duly managed by the Headman of the villages 

where reading, writing and simple arithmetic was taught leading to informal 

system of education. But it was of great value to the society.  

The indigenous knowledge system of the tribal and their communities 

was of oral tradition. Conversely, the Sanskrit written-education of the 

Badadadhibamana temple or school and the oral indigenous knowledge-

system of the tribal as well as other communities constituted two different 

domains of epistemological engagement. While the later was mainly skill-

based and focussed on livelihood, the former heralded modernity in the garb 

of rigid textualisation of education. Further, the coming of the Colonial power 

into the hinterland of the Zamindari privileged the textualised written-

education system over the indigenous oral knowledge-system. Therefore, 

the King/Zamindar of the estate opened schools at many places, and the 

first Odia School started at Khariar on 15
th
 April, 1858, during the 

administration of Krishna Chandra Singh Deo (1849-1867 C.E.) at the 

building where the Girls‘ Upper Grade Middle Education School is held at 

present. 

Add to this, the feudal administration opened some Hindi schools, as 

Khariar estate remained in Raipur district, the Central Provinces from 1862 

to 1936 C.E. The first Hindi school started at Khariar on 1
st
 July 1875 C.E. 
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The Khariar Palace became the centre of intellectual activities and all 

the rulers of Khariar had passion for the spread of education in their estate. 

Pucca school buildings in the interior of Khariar estate were built, and 

English Education saw new horizon at Khariar, when Brajraj Singh Deo 

constructed one Anglo-Vernacular Middle School at Khariar in 1879 A.D. Its 

building is still there, and after independence was upgraded to ―Soubhagya 

Manjari Devi, Girls‘ Middle School‖. It is now a fully developed High School 

named ―Government Girls‘ High School‖. 

Apart from education, the rulers of Khariar had weakness for dance and 

music. Bir Bikaram Deo (1908-1911) established one ―Binodalaya‖ at 

Birbikram Bag, Khariar to promote and teach Odisi Dance and Mudras. 

During Raja Artatran Deo‘s period (1921-1946 A.D) a Girls‘ Lower 

Primary School was established near Laxmi Chowk, in the premises, where 

now Dandasena family resides. Afterwards, it was shifted to the premises of 

Girls‘ Primary School. Later, this Lower Primary School was upgraded to 

Upper Primary School and now it is Upper Grade Middle Education School. 

During those days paucity of a High School was felt at Khariar. Especially, 

the Dalits, the tribals and other marginalised sections of the society were 

deprived of such intellectual-literary privileges. One could say that 

educational institutions and centre, even at the grass root level and the apex 

level in the Zamindari, reflected myriad dimensions of caste-centric 

intellectualism. Whatever educational institutions were available in the 

district then was the exclusive privilege of the higher castes and the better-

offs. As early as 1936 when Khariar Zamindari was amalgamated with 

Orissa Province, there were, as has been mentioned earlier, 17 Primary 

Schools and one Middle English School. This meant that children of well-off 

caste families had to go the Raipur, Sambalpur or Cuttack for higher 

education. It was a distant dream for other sections of the society Therefore 

efforts were made for establishment of a High School at Khariar. Finally, 

Raja Artatran Deo High school was established in December, 1942. It was 

running in the A.T. M.E. School campus under the direct supervision of late 

Braja Mohan Barik, then Head master of that School.  It was named as Raja 

Artatrana High School in 1944 after raja Artatrana Deo was conferred the 

title ―Raja‖. The foundation stone was laid by the then Governor of Odisha 

Sir William Hawthorne Lewis on 15
th
 December 1944 A.D.  

Raja A.T. High School, Khariar was the centre of learning, knowledge 

and values. It provided education to students cutting across all sections of 

the society. The schools turned out to be a harbinger of new awakening in 

the region. The school was the outcome of the participatory endeavour of 

both the King and the people, and many teachers employed were also from 

the town itself. Despite this, boys from far flung areas could not afford to 
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come to the school. In the face of recurrent drought, near extinct forest-base 

livelihood, the only way left for the people to take such challenges was to 

give better education to their children thereby making them empowered to 

eke out a living in newly created petty jobs in government offices etc. 

Therefore high schools in important villages such as Bhela, Komna, Sinapali, 

Boden, Karangamal, Tukla and elsewhere came up gradually. These high 

schools were the outcome of people‘s movement and generated an 

ambience of subaltern intellectuality. These high schools also occupied 

important positions in the villages and reciprocally regular activities were 

organised to create good human beings. Many students passing out from 

these school and occupied important positions across the country.  

In the Final Report on the Major settlement operation in Nawapara 

Subdivision (Khariar ex-Zamindari) of Kalahandi district, 1965-66, H.P Mitra 

writes on the initiatives taken by the Rajas of Khariar-Zamindari towards the 

growth of education. He writes,  

―There were one middle English school and 17 upper Primary schools 

in Nawapara sub-division, when it was transferred from the Central 

Provinces in 1936. Raja Brajaraj Singh Deo (1889-1907) was the harbinger 

of modern English education of Khariar ex-Zamindari. He opened one Middle 

English school at Khariar during his administration. Shri Bir Bikram Deo 

(1907-1911) established one Binodalaya in ―Bir Bikram Bag‖ where training 

in Odisi dance was imparted.  Raja Artatran Deo‘s period (1921-1946) was 

marked by the spread of modern English education in the ex-Zamindari. 

During his time Upper Primary Schools were opened in different parts of the 

ex-Zamindari and one High school was opened at Khariar in 1944‖. 

When Nuapada Sub-Division (Khariar ex-Zamindari) was transferred 

from the Central Provinces to Orissa in 1936, there were only 17 Primary 

Schools and one Middle English School in Nuapada. 

In 1942-1945 at Bhela and Agren under Khariar ex-Zamindari two 

Kasturaba Shikshya Kendra was opened where people were taught reading 

writing and health education under the guidance of Smt. Pramila Mohanty 

(still alive), the trained Guide. But these institutions were subsequently 

closed down.  

Before independence there were 22 schools in Nuapada District, such 
as: 

High School, Khaiar      01 

Middle English School (Khariar, Bhela, Nuapada  05 

Komna, Sinapali) 

L.P Schools        10 

U.P. Schools       06  

TOTAL         22 
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There was not much progress in the spread of education in the rural 

areas in the pre-merger period. Thus, the pre-independence period depicts a 

sorry picture of the spread of education among the adivasis and backward 

classes living in the rural areas of the district. The hilly areas of the district 

with no adequate means of communication, schools as well as lack of 

awareness among Other Backward Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and the 

Scheduled Castes were chief causes which acted against spread of 

education. The post Independence period ushered in new promises for all. 

Schools were opened in the interiors, special schools for disadvantage 

groups such as Sevashrams and Ashram Schools were opened in the areas 

predominantly inhabited by the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 

people. 

 Spread of education among the backward class people has made much 

headway in recent years. The number of Backward Class students in the 

educational institutions has increased appreciably. The table given below 

shows the strength of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 

students in different institutions in Nuapada Education District from the years 

1971-72 to 1974-75. 

Status of SC/ST Students 

Name of the Education 

District 

Year Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 

Nawapara (Modern 

Nuapada) 

1971-72 

1972-73 

1973-74 

1974-75 

407 

460 

487 

516 

927 

1175 

1253 

1324 

There is one Maktab Upper Primary School providing education up to 

Class-V. Maktab is a Primary school meant to teach and spread Urdu 

language. 

Gurukul Ashram, Amsena 

A Gurukul Ashram was established on the 7
th
 March, 1963 in a village 

named Amsena,near Khariar Road for  imparting education in  Sanskrit,  

Vedic literature, and  ancient Indian culture.  This apart, subjects such as 

mathematics and geography are also taught to the students. Courses taught 

in this institution are Prathama, Madhyama, Shastri and Acharya. The 

medium of instruction is both Odia and Sanskrit. This is a residential 

institution and free accommodation and food are supplied to the students as 

well as to the Teachers. The students cultivate the land owned by the 

institution and thus get practical training in agriculture. The institution is 

affiliated to the Shrimad Dayanand Arya Vidyapeeth, Gurukul, Jhajja, 

Haryana. It is privately managed and partially receives financial aid from the 
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Government of Odisha, the Central Welfare Board and the State Welfare 

Advisory Board. Public donations and income from the land owned by the 

Ashram, sale of Ayurvedic products are the other sources of its income. 

Initially it was meant for boy students only. During the year 1976-77 there 

were 55 students and 6 teachers. The Ashram possesses a good library and 

publishes a monthly magazine named Aryabhumi both in Odia and Hindi. At 

present more than 300 students including girls are reading. For girls there is 

a separate campus. 

Spread of Women Education 

During princely rule and pre-independence period woman education 

was in sorry state in Nuapada district. There was only one Lower Primary 

School at Khariar meant for girls in the whole of Khariar ex-Zamindari and 

subsequently after independence this Girls‘ Lower Primary School was 

upgraded to Girls‘ UGME School, Khariar. It still exists. 

After independence several steps were taken to promote women 

education. In order to attract girl students to school lady teachers were 

appointed and additional facilities like- mid-day-meal, supply of free school 

dress, free study materials, exemption of school fees and hostel facilities etc. 

were given to them. Thereby considerable progress has been marked in 

women education in Nuapada. The establishment of Girls‘ High School, 

Khariar; Girls‘ High School, Nuapada, Girls‘ High School, Khariar Road and 

Kanyashrams exclusively meant for girls are indicative of this. In addition to 

these institutions, 5 Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas have also been 

established in Nuapada District. 

As such in Sunabeda plateau an educational complex, Salepada 

exclusively meant for girl belonging to aboriginal tribe-Chhakutiabhunjia has 

been established in the year 1990 where girls student of Chhakutiabhunjia 

community are prosecuting their education up to standard 8
th
.  

Similarly the first decade of 21st century marked a new dawn in the 

college education of women in the District. Presently three women‘s colleges 

have been functioning. The following table shows status of women‘s 

colleges in the District: 

Women’s College 
Name of the College with 

location 
Year of 

establishment 
Sanctioned 

seats 
Enrolment position 

1
st
 year 2

nd
 

year 
3

rd
 year 

Rukmini Devi Women‘s 
College, Khariar 

2003 64 64 70 ---- 

Golden Jubilee Women‘s 
College, Khariar Road 

2006 64 64 64  

Maa Draupadi Women‘s 
College, Kapsi 

2010 64 40 56  
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Spread of Education among SC & ST 

In the pre-independence period education among SC & ST people was 

in very miserable state in Nuapada. The main reasons thereof were social 

exclusion, lack of access for SC/ST people, lack of communication and lack 

of awareness. 

But the post independence ushered in new promises to SC/ST people. 

The Government of Odisha took initiation in several ways; educational 

institution and education was opened for all, simultaneously steps were 

taken in opening and establishing special Schools like Sevashram and 

Ashram Schools in thickly SC/ST populated areas in the District. 

Government opened some residential schools for the children of SC/ST 

community. Government provides food and study material to the students 

free of cost. Also the students of SC/ST community who are getting 

schooling in other institutions receive stipend from government. 

Present enrolment position of SC/ST Students 

  
Boarders S.T Students 10,296 

Boarders S.C Students 1,146 

Day Scholars S.T Students 1,491 

Day Scholars S.C Students 874 

Other than ST/SC Students 2,190 

Higher Secondary School (+2) Dharambandha  01 

High School 04 

Girls‘ High School 01 

Ashram School 23 

Sevashram School 17 

Ekalabya Model School 01 

  Total  42 

 

There has been a phenomenal increase in the number primary schools 

which at present rises to 595, and the total number of 78458 students are 

made literate from the earliest stage. 

General Education 

Primary School  

Before independence there were 10 primary schools in Nuapada 

District. During the First and the Second Five year plan periods spread of 

primary education was given top priority and the number of primary school in 

Nuapada went on increasing from year to year. But in course of time and 

implementation of SSA, DPEP, EFA, UEE and RTE primary education 

became important for the reason that every child must be reading in primary 

school. The student and teacher ratio in the district is 27:01. 
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Upper Primary School 

Till 1947 there were only 5 Middle English Schools at Khariar, Bhela, 

Nuapada, Sinapali and Komna in Nuapada District. In due course, people 

established a number of private Middle English Schools and most of the 

existing primary schools were upgraded to upper primary schools by the 

Government and subsequently the private Middle English Schools were 

taken over by the Government of Odisha. The enrolment of student and 

number of Upper Primary Schools increased significantly over the past few 

years. Some factors like awareness campaign, distribution of free study 

materials and school uniforms and lately provision for mid-day meal have 

given impetus to primary education. 

No. of Upper Primary Schools – 482 

Total No. of Students – 38509 with a teacher ratio of 22.1 

High Schools: 150 

Up to 1955 there was only one private High School – Raja A.T. High 

School at Khariar in Nuapada. To promote secondary education   three more 

High Schools such as – Dr. Katju High School, Bhela, National High School 

Nuapada and J.M. High School, Komna were established by the people 

between 1955 and 1961. Since 1962 there has been remarkable increase in 

number of private High Schools in the District. At present there are 150 High 

Schools including 12 Schools for girls. Some of these schools have been 

taken over by the Government, some are receiving Grant-in-Aid and others 

are still running privately.   

Other Educational Institutions 

In the recent past 12 English Medium Public Schools, 4 Aurobindo 

Integral Education Centres, 24 Saraswati Shishu Mandir / Vidya Mandir have 

been established in Nuapada District. Besides 2 Kendriya Vidyalayas, one 

Navodaya Vidyalaya, three Ekalabya schools have been established and 

imparting quality education. 

Further there are three schools meant for physically handicapped, 

mentally retarded and blind, deaf and dump children. 

There are study centres of Indira Gandhi National Open University and 

National Institution of open School. Students and working professionals 

pursue their studies in different subjects up to post graduation level in 

IGNOU and up to +2 level on distance education mode in National Open 

School.  
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School for Minority and Linguistic Minority 

There is one Gujarati School at Khariar Road. It was opened in 1946. 

This was to facilitate   Gujarati speaking people of the district. Similarly, there 

is one Government Taj Urdu School at Charier and earlier Urdu education 

was imparted there. But over the years due to lack of Urdu teachers and 

other such reasons Urdu teaching is no more imparted there.  

College Education 

The nearest college for the people of Nuapada Sub-Division was 

Government College Bhawanipatna and ironically up to late eighties 

Bhawanipatna was not connected with all-weather road. So, college 

education happened to be the monopoly of the rich only. Hence there were 

many attempts by the people of Khariar to start a college. A decade and a 

year after the 1966 drought, Khariar College, Khariar was established after a 

lot of struggle and relentless efforts by the intellectuals supported by all the 

people cutting across sex, age, caste and community. It epitomised the 

success story of people‘s movement in the face of crippled economic 

backwardness and stagnation. The first college of the region, then a Sub-

division, began in the year 1977 and it provided, in due course, a kinetic 

impetus to different areas of collective endeavour. Subsequently the very 

next year i.e.in 1978 another college named as National College was 

established at Nuapada and then at least one college in every Block was 

established entirely on people‘s initiative. There is a provision of co-

education in all the colleges. In 2013-14 Khariar College became an 

Autonomous College. There are two Government Jr. Science colleges; one 

at Nuapada and the other at Dharambandha in the District but there is no 

Government Degree College. One Model Degree College is under 

construction at Khariar. There are eight Degree colleges and 20 Junior 

Colleges in the District imparting higher education to the students in Arts, 

Science and Commerce streams.  

The Table below indicates the progress of college education in Napata 

district: 

Status of Higher Secondary Education 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
College 

Location Year of 
Establishment 

Sanctioned Strength 

    Arts Science Com. 

1 Khariar (Auto) 
college 

Khariar 1977 310 164 64 

2 National College Nuapada 1978 256 64 32 

3 P.S.College Komna 1991 256 64  

4 U.P.College Tukla 1991 128   

5 Sinapali College Sinapali 1992 196 96 64 
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6 Biju Patnaik 
Coll8ege 
 

Boden 1991 128 
  

7 Rukmini Devi 
Women‘s 
College 

Khariar 2000 128 
  

8 P.P. Jr. College Bankapur     

9 G.M. College Hatibandha  128   

10 S.J. 
Mahavidyalaya 

Karangamal  128 
  

11 Govt. Jr Science 
College 

Nuapada   128 
 

12 Govt. Jr. College Dharambandha   128  

13 Bhulia Sikuan 
College 

B. Sikuan  128  
 

14 Budhi Komna 
College 

Budhi Komna  128  
 

 

Residential Colleges 

Nuapada district is in no way behind the modern trend of residential 

colleges, especially for +2 Science. There are two numbers of +2 Science 

Residential colleges in the district. Mahatma Gandhi Science College, 

located at Khariar is managed by Gayatri Trust and the other one is Parikshit 

Tiger +2 Science College, also located at Khariar is managed by its own 

trust. Both have a sanctioned strength of 128 each. In addition to this there 

are some self-financing colleges in the district such as Karangamal Junior 

Science College, Karangamal; and one at Thipakhol and one at Kirkita.   

Higher Education 

Apart from these colleges imparting +2 education at higher secondary 

level, there are some +3 colleges in the district providing education in all 

parts of the district. This is given in the following table: 

Status of Higher Secondary Education 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the College Location Year of 

Establishment 

Sanctioned Strength 

    Arts Science Com. 

1 Khariar (Auto) college Khariar 1979 128 128 128 

2 National College Nuapada 1980 128 128 128 

3 P.S. Degree College Komna 1993 128   

4 K.M. Degree .College Tukla 1993 128   

5 Sinapali College Sinapali 1989 128   

6 Biju Patnaik Degree 

College 

 

Boden 1993 128 
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Professional, Vocational and Technical Based Education 

The system of teacher education was started in 1955-56 in Nuapada 

and a Government Elementary Technical Training School was established at 

Nuapada which was providing elementary education training of 2-year 

duration to the untrained in-service primary school teacher having minimum 

Middle English School standard educational qualification. During the training 

period the trainees were getting monthly stipend and availing of hostel 

facility. 

In 1973 this elementary teacher training school was upgraded to 

secondary training school were in both pre-service and in-service untrained 

teachers having minimum secondary and high secondary standard 

educational qualification were being enrolled and given 2-year duration 

training education. 

Then secondary training school was subsequently elevated to District 

Resource Centre and thereafter to District institute of education and Training 

and imparting pre-service teacher training having 100 students in take in 

every academic session. This institution is run by the directorate of SCERT, 

Odisha. After passing out they become primary teacher. 

SBI Rural Self Employment Training Institute 

SBI Rural Self Employment Training Institute (RSETI) was started at 

Nuapada (Sirtol) from 16.01.2012 in the district. This Institution is run by 

State Bank of India in close collaboration with the ministry of Rural 

Development, Government of India. 

The RSETI is in the practice of imparting skill development training to 

the unemployed man/woman within the age group 18 to 45, if she\he is from 

Below Poverty Line Family .It is also for the Women of Self Help Group. This 

Institution provides free boarding and lodging facility to the trainees and they 

are fully exempted even from admission and tuition fees. Skill development 

training programme for self employment is imparted in RSETI. 

Industrial Training and Technical Engineering Education 

Prior to 2002 there was no existence of Institute for imparting technical 

education in Nuapada District. The Government of Odisha took a step and 

established ITI in 2002 at Khariar Road (Nuapada) which is affiliated to the 

State Council for Technical Education and Training, Odisha. Since its 

inception it imparts training in the trade of electrician, fitter, wireman, tractor 

mechanic, welder and motor mechanic etc. This training institute is 

completely residential and meant for only ST students but since 2014 other 

than ST category candidates are being enrolled and getting technical 
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training. In between 2006-2010 two Private Industrial Training Centres 

namely Maharaja Agrasen ITI and Samaleswari ITI were established and 

imparting technical training in different disciplines. Moreover in 2014-2015 

Government of Odisha have established two ITI, one at Khariar Khariar 

Block and another at Boden of Boden Block. In the recent past Mahamaya 

Private Diploma Engineering School at Saipala and a Government Diploma 

Engineering School at Vera have been established to promote technical 

education in different trades. 

Literary Organisations 

Khadial Sahitya Samiti 

Khariar Sahitya Samiti, Khariar was established under the patronage of 

Brajaraj Singh Deo in 19th century. It is the oldest Sahitya Samiti of Odisha 

and observed its centenary celebration at Khariar in 1983. It showcased the 

literary and cultural panorama of Khariar during the celebration. It gave new 

recognition to Khariar in Odisha.  

Khariar Sahitya Samiti, over the years has been a cradle for budding 

writer and poets from nook and corner of the district. During its annual 

function many upcoming writers participate, release their books and take 

fresh inspiration for future. Since its inception it was under the royal 

patronage and this trend still continues.  

The Samiti organizes regular literary meetings and conferences, 

celebrate the birth day of prominent poets and writers, felicitates 

distinguished poets and writers by organizing special functions. In 

collaboration with Odisha Sahitya Academy, it organises Brajaraj Jayanti 

every year at Khariar. The Samiti raises funds through subscription and 

public donations it also receives financial aid from the Government of 

Odisha. 

Maraguda Sahitya Sansad, located at Nuapada is a district level 

organization. Similarly, Hindi literary organization named Paraga Sahitya 

Sansad is located in Khariar Road. 

Mahuri Cultural Organisation deals on the promotion of Koshli 

language. The organization brings its literary magazine named ‗Dhol‘. 

Gadadhar Sahitya Samiti, Komna was established in 1987. It 

organizes regular workshops on Odia literature, holds annual conference on 

the life and works of Gadadhar Misra. Ashutosh Misra, the founder of this 

Samiti is a committed teacher and a good organizer. 
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Writers, Poets, Freedom Fighters 

Nuapada district has been the cradle of eminent personalities, who by 

virtue of their achievements have made the entire region proud. Nuapada 

has promoted many persons who have contributed to the field of freedom 

movement, politics, literature, education, music, administrative capabilities, 

etc. It is not possible to mention all those in this chapter and we try to give 

brief notes of some of these great sons of the soil.  

Chaitanya Das 

Not much is known about the old poets and writers in the district of 

Nuapada. Chaitanya Das was a famous Vaishnav poet, who flourished in 

18
th
 century A.D. He is held in high esteem for his famous works 

Devadarshana Purana, Nirguna Mahatmya and Vishnugarbha Purana. It is 

evident from his book Nirguna Mahatmya that he lived at Badmula village, 

under the patronage of Bhagarati Babu, who gave him 5 Bati of cultivable 

land, when Pratprudra Singh Deo was the Raja of Khariar. He was born at 

Salebarat village near Sindhekela in a Mali family, but lived mostly at 

Badamula village. His spiritual master was Dayana Das alias Chamar Rai of 

Tukla. 

Brajaraj Singh Deo 

Brajaraj Singh Deo (1851-1907), the Raja of Khariar, was a poet of high 

repute and has several publications to his credit. Braja Badhu Bilasa,, Rupa 

Manjari, SobhaBallari, Pravandha Chitrakabya, Ranaprava, Manabhanga 

Chautisa, Valahaka Chautisa, Khyamanidhi Chautisa and Sri Satyanarayan 

Brata Katha are his important works. He was known as the second Upendra 

Bhanja in the contemporary literary periodicals Bijuli and   Indradhanu.  Poet 

Gangadhar Meher also highly eulogised him in his Kavya Utkala Lakshmi.  

The Department of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Government of Odisha has 

published Brajaraj Granthabali (complete works) in 1975. 

Bir Bikram Deo 

Bir Bikram Deo (1874-1912), the Raja of Khariar, was a great patron of 

learning and literature. He himself was a reputed playwright. His well known 

dramas included Kusuma Sundari Nataka, Balya Bibaha Natak, Brudha 

Bibaha Nataka, Vyabichar Dosha, Pradarska Natka, Suhasini Prahasana, 

Utkala Durdhasa Nataka, Ambika Devi Nataka, Sailavala Nataka, 

Bhatrusneha Nataka and Harischandra Nataka. He was the founder of the 

Bir Bikram Theatre at Khariar in 1895. He wrote Nataka Rachana Pranali, a 

treatise on Drama. His ―Abhinaya Prakashika‖ a booklet on Odissi Dance 

and Mudra is of great interest.  Bir Bikram Ramanayana is another notable 
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work of him. His book Raj Kumar Sikshya, meant to impart moral instruction 

to the sons of Indian chiefs was highly acclaimed. 

Sibanarayan Deo 

The cultural atmosphere created by Raja Brajaraj Singh Deo had much 

influence on his son Sibanarayan Deo. His Odia compositions were 

published in a book form named Jati Jati Phula in 1952. He wrote a satirical 

poem Votertaya in Kosali language, it was an eloquent commentary on the 

first general election of India which is still relevant. On 13
th
 April 1892 

(Mahabisuba Sankranti), he wrote the introduction of Radhanath 

Granthabali, and published it. So, the credit of the first publication of 

Radhanath Granthabali goes to Sibanarayan Deo. He also wrote Rabana-

Angada Ubacha in Koshli language in two parts. It is interesting to note that 

the poet tells the story of the Chauhan rule in Manikgarh through the 

conversation between Ravana and Angada. The second part is expressed 

through the local tradition of Beng Cheng Bibaha. He and  his wife Baidehi 

Kumari Devi helped in providing Koshli words and even financed the 

publication of Odia Bhasha Kosha (A lexicon of  Odia ,  Vol, VII),   compiled 

by Rai Bahadur Gopal Chandra Praharaj. Some of his Odia compositions 

are still unpublished and are lying as manuscripts. He passed away on 

Sakabda 1880-5-3, i.e. 18
th
 September 1958 at Kanker (Chhattisgarh). 

Rudra Madhab Deo 

Rudra Madhab Deo (1902-1960), known to people as a dramatist and 

writer, was born on 30
th 

May 1902. His father was Sibanarayan Deo and 

mother Narendra Kumari Devi. After passing Matriculation he went to 

Kolkata for higher study. He translated many literary works of Bengali, 

Persian and English into Odia. The following are his translations: 

(1)  Rubayat of  Omar Khayam, (2) Durga stuti , Karnarjuna , Pasani,   

Nara Narayan,  Para Pare,   Atma Darshana  from Bengali (3) Thomas 

Grey‘s Ellegy from English. He also wrote one Kautuka Kolahala Nataka in 

local   language of Khariar. He was elected to the Legislative Assembly of 

Odisha in 1946 and remained member till 1950. With his efforts, the Odia 

poems and literary works of local people were collected and published. 

Anup Singh Deo 

Anup Singh Deo (1920-2003) was born in 1920. He took keen interest 

in preserving the vibrant literary traditions of Khariar. He in collaboration with 

Prayagdatta Joshi collected, edited and published Khadial Kusuma, Part-I, 

Birabara  Rachanabali, Khadial Kusuma, Part (II) and Giti Manjusa  in 1955. 

He compiled the literary works of Raja Brajaraj Singh Deo which was 

published as a Granthabali in 1975 by the Cultural Affairs Department of 
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Government of Odisha. He was the last ruler of Khariar ex-Zamindari 

(Estate). He was a reputed poet and was conferred the title ―Kabi Saurabha‖ 

by Braja Mohan Sahitya Samiti of Kalahandi in 1971. Many of his works are 

unpublished. Among his published works mention may be made of Arati, 

Urmi, Latoka, Murchhana, Biraha Baridhi, Tripatri and Samuchaya. He was 

adept at using many uncommon and unused Odia words in poetry, and the 

high excellence of his Odia poetic compositions have established him as a 

popular poet in Odia literature. 

Gadadhar Mishra 

Gadadhar Mishra was one of the great literrateurs of Nuapada district. 

He was born in Komna on 7
th
 November, 1906. He has written 13 books of 

poetry and many of these have been published now. A systematic study of 

all the works of the poet shows a corresponding thematic as well as 

attitudinal shift from love/romance to the greater philosophy of life. Some of 

the important works of Gadadhar Mishra are Arjunottar, Sati Shree, Pushpak 

O Sitaram, Sura Soubhadra, Mahanadi etc. This unacknowledged literary 

giant of Khadial Zamindari was highly indebted to the great works of Indian 

mythology, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, Padma Purana and Yoga 

Vasistha. The illuminating literary career of this poet came to an end on 25
th
 

April, 1990. 

Narayan Bharasa Meher  

He was an eminent poet of Sinapali. He has composed many poetry 

books.  

Captain Dinabandhu Pattnaik  

He was an eminent poet of Khariar. He served in army and after 

retirement devoted himself to composing poetry. His poems are marked by 

nationalistic fervor with felicity expressions. 

Abhaya Charan Chalan  

He was an eminent teacher and social reformer. He received Sarala 

Award for his social service. He was also an eminent poet .He served as the 

Secretary of Khadial Sahitya Samiti. He has been falicitated by Odisha 

Sahitya Akademi. 

Nataraj Mohapatra  

He was born at Jholpathar. He was a reputed teacher. He was a good 

organiser and proved his organisational skill in the establishment of Khariar 

College, Khariar. He is a poet, writer and speaker. He has written an 

anthology of poems after the metric pattern of Rubayat.  
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Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo 

Dr. Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo, born on 29
th
 August 1946, is an 

archaeologist and historian of repute with honourary Ph.D.,   D. Litt degrees 

from Sambapur University and Tirupati National Sanskrit University 

respectively. So far he has written 18 books and 15 of them have been 

published so for. He is the Nominee of the Governor of Odisha to the 

General Council of Raj Kumar College, Raipur of Chhattisgarh. His work 

span over subjects of Archaeology, History, Tantra and culture studies of 

Odisha in particular and India at large. He is life member of Odisha History 

Congress, Institute of Historical Studies, Kolkata and Red Cross Society of 

India. He is the President of Khariar Sahitya Samiti. 

The following  are his published Books (i) Cultural Profile of South 

Kosala (2) Origin of Jagannath Deity, (3) Tantric Art of Orissa (4) Character 

Assassination in Modern History of Orissa (5) Some Tantric Esotericism  of 

Orissa (6) Role of Raja Rajendra Narayan Bhanja Deo of Karika ( Orissa) (7) 

Tantric Hedonism of  Mahanadi Valley  ( Uddiyana pitha)  (8) Archaeology of  

Orissa: with Special Reference to Nuapada and Kalahandi (9) Eventful life of 

an Orissa Province Maker: Diaries of Raja  Sri Rajendra Narayan Bhanja 

Deo of Karika , (1980 to 1922),  (10) Socio-cultural History of Orissa: A case 

study of Khariar Estate, (11) A tantric Scholar and British wrath on Bastar 

State, (12) History and culture of Kalahandi: Political Scenario of Kalahandi, 

(13) Sankhya Darshan and Tantra  Originated from Mahanadi river valley, 

(14) Agneya Kona of  Bharata Varsa and ( 15) Kama in the land of 

Kamakala. 

Mahendra Misra  

He was born in Sinapali. He served as a teacher and educational 

administrator. He has been conferred with Odisha Sahitya Akademi award. 

His contribution in the field of tribal literature and folklore is being acclaimed 

in India. 

Rajashree Debi (1956) 

She is the author of the Khadial Itihasa, the Kavya Kalavati O’ Sahitya 

Pravina, Asha Kumari Devi, Granthabali and Gangas of Odisha. She has 

been writing in Odia, Koshali, Hindi and Sanskrit. 

Nilamani Routroy  

Born in Chalanpada, he is a poet of repute. He has composed spiritual 

long poems based on mythologies like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 
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Basudev Sunani 

Dr. Basudev Sunani (1962) is a well known Odia Poet, Writer, Novelist, 

Essayist & Translator. He has several poetry collections like, Mahula Bana, 

Karadi Hata and a critifal work titled ‗Dalit Sanskrutira Itihas‘.  

Among other poets and writers of the district, mention may be made of 

Chandra Bhanu Deo, Bhanuprakash Joshi, Ramkrishna Nial, Kapilendra 

Das, Kailash Chandra Dandasena, Manohara Meher, Narayan Bharasa 

Meher, Dr. Hare Krishna Meher, etc. 

Freedom Fighters and Eminent Persons 

Jagdish Joshi 

Born into the Pattjoshi family of Khariar estate in 1909, Jagadish Joshi 

jumped into the freedom movement against the British government for which 

the family was debarred from royal service for sometime as a mark of 

punishment. But this could not deter him and he continued his struggle. He 

was sentenced to jail for this during the Quit India movement. After the 

independence of India he kept himself engaged in social and organizational 

activities.  

Prayagdutt Joshi 

Koshali Prayagdutt Joshi was born in Khariar on 25
th
 February, 1913. 

He studied Sanskrit at home and went to Kashi to study Ayurveda from 

1934-38. During his stay in Kashi he translated four Ayurveda books into 

Hindi which was published by Vidya Bilasha Press, Kashi.  

He was a social reformer and a politician. He was President of Khadial 

Sahitya Samiti for a long time.  

Ghasiram Majhi 

He was born on 17
th
 July 1924. He entered into active politics in 1951 

and was elected to the Assembly for six terms in 1961, 1971, 1977, 1985, 

1990 and again in 1995. Apart from politics he has published two books; 

Adivasi Kalyan in Hindi and Samajbad Samikshya` in Odia. He died on 23
rd

 

April 1995. 

Lal Sah and Chait Sah 

They were the trend setters of Nuapada and earliest freedom fighters of 

India. They were adivasi leaders who mobilsed the adivasi and peasants to 

resist the British colonial rule and participated in the first war of 
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independence and sacrificed their life for the motherland. They were from 

Tanwat-Nuapada.   

Bankim Chandra Pattnaik 

Mr. Pattnsaik has served as the Dewan of Boudh estate and after 

independence occupied many administrative positions. He was also the 

Collector of Cuttack district during his career.  

Satish Chandra Sengupta 

He was the first Head Master of Raja A.T. High School and 

instrumental in taking the school into a new height. He dedicated himself to 

the cause of spreading higher education in Khariar. After retiring from Raja 

A.T. High School he served Jitamitra High School, Komna for a long time.  

Duryodhan Majhi 

He is a popular leader from Boirgaon, the most remote area of the 

district. A sitting MLA, his political and social contribution to the upliftment of 

the district is remarkable. He has been elected to State Legislative Assembly 

for five times from Khariar Constituency.  

Other freedom fighters namely Ahamad Bhai from Tarbod, Kapil 

Narayan Tiwary from Khariar, Ugra Madhab Joshi from Bhela, Gurubaru 

Sunani of Maniguda and others has contributed for the development of the 

district. 

Cultural Heritage and Temples 

Temples 

There are many ruins of fallen temples forming mounds in Maraguda 

Valley, Bhuliasikua, Komna fort, Dumerbahal site on right bank of Udanti 

river. Fallen temple mounds are found in front of Jumlagarh situated in 

Sunabeda plateau. One fallen temple mound is located at Dharnimal village 

site, on the left bank of Udanti River. Among the standing temples, the oldest 

temple is the brick temple named Pataleswar Siva temple at Budhikoma. It is 

dated in between 7
th
 and 8

th 
Century C.E.  This temple is unique because of 

its plan, which is of two intersecting squares meeting at 45 degrees. Thereby 

their aerial view is like eight pointed star, which has been studied as Kama-

Kala Yantra. It is identified as Kosala style of Rekha Temple. 

 Among the standing temples of Kalachuri period (12
th
 and13

th
 centuries 

C.E.) mention may be made of the brick temple at Komna which was 

originally a Siva temple, now installed with Jagannath deity, and the Siva 

temple on the embankment of Tirbandha (tank) site at Khariar. 



 
 

320 

 

The brick temple of Komna is plastered in lime at present. It seems, this 

temple was plastered with lime, during Chauhan ruling period, 16
th
 century 

C.E. This temple has triple amalaka-sila like the Kalachuri temples of 

Chhattisgarh belt. The pagas of this temple do not end at the end of the 

gandi, and continue to touch the amalaka sila, with a small beki, which can 

be hardly separated. Therefore, the mastaka with triple amalakas and 

continuation of the pagas, beyond the top of the gandi of this temple are 

characteristics that belong to the Kalachuri temple structures. The Kalasa 

and Dhwaja of this temple are also seen. 

It was a common practice of the Kalachuris to build temple at the 

embankment of tanks. The Shiva temples on the embankment of Tirbandha 

tank of Khariar can be assigned to be a Kalachuri structure. It has snake 

hood like projections, on all the sides of gandi of the temple, which was a 

common style in temple constructions of the Kalachuri Empire. 

The Jagannath temple of Patalganga was built by Raja Padman Singh 

and its dome has similarity with the dome of Jagannath temple of Khariar. 

Therefore the Jagannath temple of Khariar was also perhaps built by Raja 

Padman Singh. 

Critical and comparative observations of Badadadhiban temple at 

Khariar prove that this temple is built on the ruin of an earlier fallen temple. It 

is built with lime and its construction was done between1750 and 1780 C.E.
 

Five mystic symbols or insignia are found on a stone slab of Badadadhiban 

temple, which is fixed on the step leading to Jhulan Mandap. 

Nine temples are found in Khariar town and they are: (1) Siva Temple of 

Tirbandha Tank embankment, (2) Bada Dadhibaman Temple, (3) Jagannath 

Temple, (4) Ramswami Temple, (5) San Dadhibaman Temple, (6) Hanuman 

Temple, (7) Sambaleswari Temple, (8) Raktambari Temple, (9) Laxmi 

Temple built by Baidehi Kumari Devi, the second wife of poet Laureate 

Pattayat Sibanarayan Deo. Many Modern temples have been built throughout 

Nuapada District after independence. 

The Ramswami temple of Khariar was built by Sadhu Earaju Das, a 

contemporary of Raja Padman Sigh and Raja Brajaraj Sigh Deo. Hanuman 

temple was constructed at Khariar by a contractor Aganu Chaube, 

Contemporary of Raja Artatran Deo. Raja Brajaraj Singh Deo himself built 

the Siva Temple at Dharam Sagar and the deity is still known after him as 

Brajeswar Mahadev. A widow devotee named Subarni Brahmani, whose 

descendents survive no more in Khariar, built the San Dadhibaban temple of 

Khariar and handed it to Raja Artatran Deo of Khariar, who installed the deity 

(1983-1984). Bighnaraj Mohapatra constructed one Small temple for the 

Siva Linga, which was located on the embankment of Gudelbandha tank of 
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Khariar. Chinmaya Sarma has built one small temple for Dakhinkali at Boden 

Chawk, Charier and second Hanuman temple near Gandhi Chowk, Khariar. 

New Jagannath temples were built at Sinapali, Boden, Tukla, Nuapada and 

many places of the district. Lower Indra Irrigation department built one Siva 

Temple called Kosaleswar temple at Khariar. 

Cultural heritage and development of Nuapada district can be traced 

back from Stone Age painting of Risipitha. The cultural development is 

reflected in every sphere, whether it be the formation of political power or the 

transformation in languages and literature 0r the development of arts or even 

the religious manifestations. The significant material changes due to shift 

from shifting cultivation to settled cultivation had its impact, setting the tone 

of feudal socio-economic formations of Nuapada. Literary sources 

Debadarshan Purana, Vishnu Garva Purana, Nirguna Mahatmya, 

Kosalanandam, Jaya Chadrika, Ravana Angada Ubacha, Ramai Dev traces 

the political, cultural development of the district. Temples and literatures 

have symbolised the very ethos of life style of people. The temples of 

Budhikomna, Khariar, Patal Ganga are rooted in the ecological setting of the 

region, its style represent the local craftsmanship which have Mukhasala and 

Garvagriha. The architectural development represents Kalachuri, Kosali and 

Chouhan style. Another significant cultural development of Hari-Hara 

concept is depicted in the temple complex. 

 The concept ‗nirguna‘ single invisible Alekha Param Brahma was 

expressed in the wrings of 18
th
 century poet of Nuapada district. The last 

decade of 19th century was a significant period in the field of literature. The 

establishment Sahitya Samiti in1883 and permanent theatre in 1895 have 

their own contribution towards the cultural heritage of the district. The 

development of Odia literature of Odia drama later helped a lot in the 

formation of Odisha Province. The development of poems, plays had 

significant impact in the society.  

Here adivasi and non-adivasi culture are so beautifully mingled that one 

cannot imagine. All important religious beliefs and their follower co-exist 

adding to the concept of peaceful coexistence a symbol of Vasudeva 

Kutumbakam. Here a Hindu raja offers halal goat inside the palace in every 

12 years, worship a Muslim sword. The royal family has donated land to the 

Christian church. The twentieth century was the transition period for the 

cultural development of the district. The foundation of education for all set a 

tolerant plural socio-cultural development of the region. It is a contribution to 

Indian culture. Clubs, Civil Society Groups, Kirtan Mandali, Educational 

institution, Panchayat raj institutions contributed in the development of the 

cultural mosaic of Nuapada. In the recent days Maraguda Lok Mahotsav, 

Khadial Loka Mohotsvs, Udanti Lokautsava, Komna Loka Mahotsava and 
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Boden Lokautsava are trying to take the cultural heritage of Nuapada to a 

higher level through exhibiting art, craft, literature, performing art, folk songs 

and drama. Some of the cultural heritages are given bellow.  

Drama 

Sri Krushnaraj Mohapatra has been awarded ―NATYA GAURABA‘ title 

by Odisha Natya Academy in 2012. The Rising Star Club I the past and now 

the Khariar Sanskrutik Anusthan have been carrying forward the theatre 

tradition of Nuapada district. Khariar Sanskrutik Anusthan has received 

many awards for their stage performances at different stages in Odisha and 

in other States of India. Sisira Bishoi is another drama script writer of repute. 

Vocal Artists, Musical Libraries and Museum 

Among the vocal singers and artists mention can be made of Mohana 

Mahanty, Balabhadra Mahanty, Jagabandhu Das, Chaturbhuja Mishra, 

Nandlal Barik, Jhumaklal Barma, Christadas Senapati and Harish Bagarti. 

There is a library started by the Department of Information and Public 

Relations, Government of Odisha in 1975 which is maintained by the NAC 

Khariar. The District Library is functioning at the district headquarter 

Nuapada. High schools and colleges of the district have their own libraries.  

The Rising Star Club, Khariar is one of the oldest clubs of Nuapada 

district. It was established in 1950. Besides being a recreational centre, this 

was the place of new ideas, reform and social work. The members provided 

valuable service during the 1965 famine. They were managing the free 

kitchen to the famine affected people. This club was also organising annual 

drama of high quality attracting the youths of the locality. They were 

organizing state level football, volleyball and badminton matches. Members 

were also going outside to popularize plays. 

Khadial Sanskrutika Anusthan was established in 1990-91 to 

channelize local talent in the field of art, music, dance and popular culture. 

This institution is affiliated to the Song and Drama Division of India. They 

travel all over India to show their performances. The short play Gadhar 

Katha, performed by the artists of this institution, bagged the Best Play, Best 

Actor, Best Actress, Best Director and the Best story at the All India Drama 

Competition, Allahabad. 

Different literary activities are carried out by various educational 

institutions and clubs in Nuapada district to enrich the field of education and 

culture. Khadial Sahitya Samiti brings out its poetry collection Jatijati Phoola, 

Geeti Manjusa. Raja A.T High School brings out its annual literary magazine 

Jyostna. Khariar College publishes its annual magazine ―Sabujima‖, Sinaplai 
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College brings out its annual magazine Udantika. All the schools and 

colleges bring out their own annual literary magazine. 

Dr. Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo started his field survey, collection and 

study of archaeological materials of Nuapada district in 1968. He has his 

personal Museum in the Palace compound of Khariar Palace, which has 

become the centre of research and study, and is very much visited by 

Scholars from different parts of India and abroad. 

Because of presentation of four of his collections, the Khariar Branch 

Museum was started at Khariar on 21
st
 October 1976.  Awadh Narayan 

Tiwari, IAS, was the Director, Culture and Tourism, Government of Odisha. 

He took all initiatives and finally the Museum was opened by the then 

Minister Culture & Tourism, Sri Gangadhar Mohapatra, Nuapada district was 

established by the Government of Odisha on 1
st
 April 1993 and Nuapada 

became the district headquarters. At present the Khariar Branch Museum is 

shifted to Nuapada and is functioning as District Museum under the Control 

of the Superintend of Odisha State Museum, Bhubaneswar. 

The Archeological Committee was established by J.P Singh Deo in 

1968. This committee undertakes projects and research works to unearth 

historical facts.  

Dance   

Nuapada district is the home of many tribal and non-tribal communities. 

Each of them has its cultural variety being characterized by its dance and 

different festivals. These community assemblies represent the vibrant 

panorama of life in Nuapada district. Banabadi, Dalkhai, Dhap, Dhangda-

dhangdi, Ghoomra, Madal and Sua dances are some of the dances 

prevalent in the district. These are held during socio cultural and religious 

functions. Besides, Pala, Daskathia and Sankirtan are also performed mostly 

in rural areas.  

Singbaja  

Singbaja of the Damba/Ganda community is a dance form which is 

seen to be believed. It is something of a heroic dance which involves breath-

taking acrobatic performance. At times, the dancers pick up sharp needle 

with their eyelids from the ground. There is a traditional saying that, during 

the period of Ravan this dance was being performed before the Ravana 

starts for his war. This dance was purely beaten, demonstrated and 

performed by the Gana / Domb community. This dance has been created by 

this community. Here the two person with Singh Luhuti tied in their waist and 

perform in different poses. Performers are called Singilia. This performance 
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is supported by Domb / Gana baja. Music always regulates the performance 

of Singilia. 

Dhap Dance 

The Dhap dance has derived its name from the musical instrument 

known as dhap which is modelled in the shape of a Khanjani. The dancer 

holds the dhap with his left hand and beats it with sticks in right hand. The 

Kandhas and Dombs of the district perform this dance in which both men 

and women participate. Generally, the men of one village dance and sing 

with the women of another village. In this dance unmarried men and women 

take active part while the experienced persons guide them. During the dance 

the women dancers play on ramakathi, a musical instrument made of two 

pieces of polished wood with little cymbals fitted in them. The Kandhas 

perform this Dhap dance on the occasion of marriage and also for the sake 

of recreation. The dancers do not use any special dress for the purpose. The 

men and women stand face to face in rows and dance. They move forward 

and backward and sing mostly amorous songs. Due to the impact of modern 

civilization and change in the outlook of the people the women nowadays 

fight shy to participate in the dance. They also do not practice the dance 

regularly as a result of which the standard of the dance is fast deteriorating. 

Ghumura dance 

―The Ghumura is originally a tribal dance, which, in course of time, has 

been adopted by others. The dance is named after a typical earthen drum 

called Ghumura. It is like a clay pitcher with long neck and its mouth covered 

with the skin of godhi (iguana, monitor lizard). The dancers tie the Ghumuras 

on their shoulders and hang them tight on their chest. This is a very popular 

dance in the western part of Orissa including the districts of Sambalpur and 

Bolangir, but the Ghumura dancers of Kalahandi excel all others in this 

particular dance art. 

―The dance is performed by 15 to 20 male members. The dancers 

dress themselves in coloured dhotis and jackets. They use turban on which 

peacock feathers are attached. They also fasten ghagudi (a chain of brass 

bells) on their feet which produce musical sound while dancing. 

―During the dance the dancers sing devotional songs, Chhanda, 

Chaupadi and songs relating to stories from the Ramayana, the 

Mahabharata and the Puranas. Sometimes love and humorous songs in 

local dialect are also recited to amuse the audience. Generally Ghumura 

dancers recite different types of songs to suit different occasions. 
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The dance is performed during festivals like Dasahara, Pousa Purnima 

and Nuakhai. It is also performed during marriage ceremony and other social 

functions.‖ 

Madal Dance 

The Gonds of the district perform Madal dance. The male and female 

participants dance in circles, in half and full sitting positions. In this dance on 

person acts as singer while others play drums. The male dancers use 

turbans in which feathers of peacock are clipped. They tie ghagrala (a chain 

of bells) on their waist which produces musical sound at the time of dance. 

The Madal dance is usually performed during marriage and festivals. The 

Madal (earthen drum) is the main musical instrument. Besides that, the 

nagara, known as tribiri is also used by one of the dancers. The singer holds 

a piece of long and flat plank called ‗Katua‘ which he moves in a graceful 

manner. This produces some dramatic effect. 

The singer sings songs which relate to love beauty of nature and 

devotion to gods and goddesses. The Gonds are supposed to be 

comparatively more advanced than some other tribal communities. They are 

gradually excluding their womenfolk from the dance.  

Dhangda Dhangdi Dance 

The Dhangda-Dhangdi dance is 

performed by the unmarried grown up 

boys and girls of the district. Mostly the 

Scheduled Castes people participate in 

this dance. Persons belonging to both the 

sexes sing in groups and dance after each 

stanza of the song. While dancing the girls 

play on ramakathi and make graceful 

movement of body, waist and hand. They do not dance while singing. In this 

dance the dancers do not use any special costume. The dance is generally 

performed on the occasion of marriage and other social functions. 

The usual musical accompaniments to Dhangada-Dhangadi dance are 

dhol (a two-sided drum), Chang (one-sided flat drum), Nishan (one-sided 

deep drum) and Mahuri (the Orissan Sahnai). 

The Dhangda-Dhangdi dance practiced by the Scheduled Castes 

people in Kalahandi-Nuapada districts is different from the Dhangda-

Dhangdi dance of the Kandhas of Koraput and Boudh-Khondmal district 

mixture of the Kandha dance and the Dalkhai dance of Sambalpur and 

Bolangir districts. 
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Among other popular folk dances in the district mention may be made 

of Dalkhai dance, Chaitra parab dance, Singa Baja Natch and Sua Natch. 

Fairs and Festivals and Ceremonial Practices 

―The Hindus of the district observe a number of festivals all the year 

round. These festivals may broadly be divided into two categories, viz, 

domestic festivals observed in each household and public festivals and fairs 

where people congregate in large numbers on some auspicious days. The 

domestic festivals are confined to the worship of family deities, observance 

of ekadashi, various vratas, etc. Public festivals are usually religious 

ceremonies attended by a large number of men, women and children who 

come for worship as well as entertainment. An account of some of the 

important festivals in the district is given below. 

Buel Jatra 

The Gonds are believers of Shakti and deity. They worship the tutelary 

deities of their villages with pomp, gaiety and splendour, associating it to 

different farming seasons. Such a festival is Buel Jatra. Through the Yatra is 

celebrated on Vijaya Dasami, the rituals begin from Mahastami. The village 

Jhankar (Priest), Pota (Pota Majhi) and Makaddam keep on fasting since the 

morning. In the evening all the villagers assemble near the temple of Budha 

Deo, within the premises of Pata Majhi of the village, to join in the procession 

of Khandadhua. This is cleaning weapons of deities in holy water. The 

procession is accompanied by Domb Baja or music played by the people 

belonging the Domb caste. The musical instruments include Drums like 

Dhol, Tasha, Dhap and Nishan, and the rhythm controller Muhuria plays the 

pipe organ. In the procession the Chhatar or Umbrella of Budha Deo, leth, 

pattakhanda, other swords and weapons of the deities of the village are 

taken to the nearby river, Udantee. After washing the weapons in milk, they 

are refurbished to glaze and polished to sharpen like stainless steel. All the 

deities are worshipped with due ritual. It includes making a heap of sand on 

which Pattakhanda, the symbol of all the force of Budha Deo, is placed. New 

fruits are offered and pumpkin gourd is offered as a symbol of goat which is 

sacrificed by those who promote against animal sacrifice. And in this return 

journey every one of the village, irrespective of caste and creed, is free to 

carry back the weapons to the original place, but with the wish of the Priest. 

After reaching the Aasthana, the original place, the women folk welcome the 

procession. The young girls stay on fast to mark the day as Bhaijuntia and 

worship Budha Deo after Akhanda Deep is lit by the priest. Bhaijuntia 

etymologically means holy thread for brother for their well being. Thus runs 

the legend, before the killing of demon Jarasandha Goddess Subhadra was 

on fast on Mahastami for long life and well being of her brothers Balarama 
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and Krishna. This day is observed as Bhaijuntia by sisters of western Odisha 

for the well being and long life of their brothers. On the day of Navami the 

priest carries forward the rituals of worshiping by taking pure vegetarian food 

throughout the day. 

Chhatar Jatra or Dasahara 

Goddess Maa Samaleswari, Maa Raktambari, Maa Duarsani, Maa 

Bastaren, Maa Perragodian, Maa Kata Jholian, Kanabhainra, Maa Suna Dei, 

Maa Indradei, Budha Deo  are  the principal  deities of Nuapada District. 

Being presiding deities of certain areas of the indigenous people, the deities 

have absolute spiritual control over the collective life of the people, and the 

rituals associated with the deities are participatory and egalitarian.  

Sunadei Yatra 

Sunadei is the supreme deity of Bhunjia community. There is the shrine 

of Sunadei in Sunabeda village, and it is believed that the name Sunabeda 

comes from its supreme deity Sunadei. In a traditional society traditions are 

repeatedly emphasized as being supreme, and community life is privileged 

over the individual life. In this context it can be said that the Chuktia Bhunjias 

are not completely free from the process of change (not to confuse with 

civilization, mainstreaming or development). However the pace of chance is 

too slow and they have been able to preserve their religious beliefs to a 

greater extent. This has been possible due to their relative seclusion from 

the mainstream life. 

The tribal deities are usually divided into three categories, on the basis 

of caste, village and locality. Accordingly there are caste based deities, 

village deities and presiding deity of the locality. Sunadei, the principal deity 

of the Bhunjia tribe, is village deity of Sunabeda village as well as presiding 

deity of the Sunabeda plateau.‖ There are a few myths relating to the origin 

of Goddess Sunadei. It is believed that being insulted by her brother 

Budharaja (Budha Deo), Sunadei went to Sunabeda wearing a white saree. 

She meditated there for a long time. As a result, she became the presiding 

deity of the plateau. 

Annual festival or Yatra of Sunadei is held in the month of October and 

November every year. Sunadei Jatra is celebrated for long 15 days and a 

lamp is kept burning at the shrine of Sunadei all along during this 

observation. The Chuktia Bhunjias believe that their supreme deity will 

shower their villages with rain and bumper crops, the barren women will be 

blessed with children. On this occasion Bhunjias of all the villages assemble 

at Sunabeda village and on the last day of the festival, large gathering is 

seen at the shrine. During the time of festival, the Bhunjia offer Buck, Duck 
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and Pigeon to Sunadei. Besides this they also offer liquor and coconut to 

Sunadei. Earlier Sunadei was not accepting any blood and therefore 

animal/bird sacrifice was forbidden. But in the process of change the tribal 

people are offering her animal and bird sacrifice. 

Laxmi Puja 

Laxmipuja is basically a Hindu festival observed in all most all the 

Hindu families in the month of Margasira (November-December) particularly 

on Thursday. Especially Hindu families have an early preparation on 

Wednesday. They decorate the surroundings of their houses with Alpana or 

Jhoti. As goddess Laxmi is known for wealth and prosperity, she is 

worshipped with all religious fervour. Hindu women get up quite early in the 

morning and, after taking a bath, recite Laxmi Puran. 

Makarmela 

Makara is observed on 14
th
 of January every year in the district of 

Nuapada. In this district, Makara Sankranti is observed in many temples 

namely, Dadhibamana temple, Khariar, Jagannath Mandir Tukla, and 

Patalganga and many other temples particularly Jagannath temples and 

Shiva temples. Most of the people purchase new utensil, cloth, garments, 

sweets and many other things on the occasion of Makarmela. 

Nuakhai 

Nuakhai is an agrarian festival of Western Odisha. It is a harvesting 

festival, and constitutes the cultural marker of the collective identity of the 

region. It is the most important festivity of the area, and the celebration 

thereof cuts across castes and religions. People observe Nuakhai in the 

beginning of harvesting season. After the hard work during agriculture 

season farmer await their new crops. They follow the tradition of offering the 

first rice of the season in honour of the presiding deity of the locality.  Much 

before this day   begins the preparation.  People do up their houses, wash 

walls with red earth and draw patterns in white on walls and floor. In fact, 

with the changing time and due to the process of modernization, houses are 

being colours-washed. However, in villages the time-tested traditions still 

persist. On the day of Nuakhai people procure the first crop from the field 

and make fattened rice which is first offered to the deity.  Thereafter, all the 

clan members take it together as Prasad (consecrated food). It is followed by 

visiting all houses of the villages and paying respect to the elders. This day 

is also marked as a day of great culinary activities, and women folk engage 

themselves in preparing various food items in great quantity for the family 

members as well as for friends and relatives.  In the evening the villagers 

assemble for some cultural programme. Even in town like Khariar cultural 
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societies come together to organize trans-communities celebration of 

Nuakhai. The next day people prefer to have non-vegetarian food. On the 

whole, this festival makes the village united.  It is the live tradition of 

acknowledging the contribution made by the Earth Goddess and 

simultaneously praying for a bumper crops.  Since the people‘s labour is 

involved and the harvest decides their fate, they pray for and expect better 

crops. Nuakhai becomes a potent cultural mark of identity, unity and 

collective societal ethos of the societies. That is the reason, despite the 

process of rapid acculturation and sweeping urbanization, these festivals are 

observed with maximum accuracy. Nuakhai, in Western Odishan villages, 

orchestrates extraordinary inter-social coherence that guarantees social 

order rooted in an onclusivistic world views. Hence we see a deep sense of 

friendliness and intimacy in the community, and it becomes an occasion for 

the people to forget their rivalries and get united. 

Pousa Purnima 

Pousa Purnima or popularly known as Pushpuni in the local language is 

observed throughout the district. In rural areas of Nuapada district young 

people of villages observe this day as Chherchhera by obstructing 

movement of passers-by, who give some money to the youths for merry-

making. It is looked upon by people as something of fun. This day is taken 

as starting day of contractual agreement between Mahajan and Halia (land 

lord and farm servant) in Nuapada district. The wage of Halia is fixed on this 

particular day. In the very next day Puspuni Basi is observed throughout the 

district, and rural folk drink liquor, relish non-vegetarian food items and 

Puspuni mada (local cake). 

Ramnabami 

Ramnabami in observed on the 9
th
 day of waxing meals in the month of 

Chaitra (March-April) to celebrate the birth day of Lord Rama the hero of the 

Ramayana. It is observed on a grand scale in Khariar and Khariar-Road of 

the District. Eminent saints are invited to speak on the Ramayana.  

 

Rathayatra 

The car festival of Lord Jagannath is known as Ratha Yatra. Ratha 

Yatra is held on the 2
nd

 day of bright fortnight in the month of Asadha (June-

July). On this particular day Lord Jagannath, Devi Subhadra and Lord 

Bhalabhadra set out on a tour to their Mousi‘s temple by three separate 

Ratha (Car). In this district it is observed in almost all Jagannath temples.  

The oldest car festival recorded is that of Dadhibaban Temple in Khariar.  
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Shivaratri 

Shivaratri is observed in almost all Shiva temples of the Nuapada 

district on the 14
th
 day of dark fortnight in the month of Falguna (February-

March). The devotees remain awake throughout the night and stay on a fast 

on the particular day and worship Lord Shiva. Shivaratri in observed in  

Patalganga, Kosaleswar temple, Khariar, Budhikomna Shiba temple, 

Dharamsagar Shiva Temple, Pathora Shiva temple and almost  all Shiva 

temples  found in the district. 

Rahans 

Normally rahans or balyalila of Lord Krishna is performed in the month 

of Kartika. It is a dance drama with folk orientation. It is performed over nine 

days and end on the Kartika Purnima. Each day depicts one imported event 

in the life of Lord Krishna. The background song of the dance drama is 

rendered by classical singers accompanied by mrudanga and jhanja. In 

some villages it is performed in the month of Magha. 

Chandana Jatra 

Chandan Jatra is observed in the month of Baishakha. It begins on the 

day of Akhyaya Trutiya. During Zamindari days Khariar royal family 

patronised it. Cultural troupe from outside Odisha were invited. Cultural 

troupe from Bengal was a regular feature. Local folk dramas were performed 

in the open air pendal. Spiritual discourse were organised on this occasion. 

This Yatra was discontinued for some years with the abolition of Zamindari 

system. It has been revived again by the young generation in 2012 and 

continuing as a rich cultural heritage. 
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CHAPTER – XIII  

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

 

Introduction 

Only 7.4 per cent population of Nuapada district have access to safe 

drinking water where as only 7.2 per cent of population have access to toilet 

facility. The sex ratio at birth is 930 where as the sex ratio of the population 

is quite impressive i.e. 1021. As far early marriage among women is 

concerned, 6.1 per cent women are getting married before the legal age of 

marriage i.e. 18 years.  

So far as far the health care delivery system is concerned, Nuapada 

falls behind in most of the indicators and needs strategic development. 

However after implementation of the national Rural Health Mission the status 

is changing to a greater extent. The institutional delivery of the district is 

increasing after implementation of National Health programme which has 

increased from 36 per cent in 2005 to 78 per cent in 2014-15. 

Approximately, 15,764 women get pregnant each year and give birth to 

14,331 babies. The under five population of the district is 66,880 and the 

adolescent population is 1, 46,498. 

Health Institution 

Nuapada district has 120 health institutions with 14 functional delivery 

points. Majority of the population of the district depend on public health care 

institutions for health care needs. Keeping in mind the heavy delivery load in 

the existing delivery points, 13 institutions has been identified as promising 

delivery points. Health institutions are functional in their own buildings except 

one PHC and 42 sub-centres. The district has one DHH, 6 CHCs, 17 PHC 

(N) and 96 Sub-centres. The district has two First Referral Units i.e. DHH & 

CHC, Khariar. As per IPHS norm the district requires more 40 SCs. 

Status of Health Services 

Sl. 
No 

Category No. of 
institutions 

No. of DPs Operational 
in own 

building 
(Yes/No) 

Building 
sanctioned 

but not 
completed 

Remarks 
Functional Promising 

1 DHH 1 1 0 1 0 FRU 
2 CHC 6 6 0 6 0 CHC 

Khariar - 
FRU 

3 PHC(N) 17 3 6 16 1  
4 SC 96 4 7 54 42  
Sub-total 120 14 13 67 43  
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District Headquarters Hospital, Nuapada 

The Hospital set up at Nuapada was established in 1936 as Sub-

Divisional Hospital as a part of Kalahandi District. After bifurcation of the 

district in 1993 it was declared as District Headquarters Hospital and comes 

under the Chief District Medical officer of Nuapada. ADMO (Med) of the 

district is directly responsible for its administration. He is assisted by 30 

Medical Officers including 15 specialist, 42 Staff Nurses, 03 pharmacists, 03 

Lab technicians, 03 other technician and required number of technical 

personnel. 

The DHH has sanctioned 120 beds but based on the demand of the 

people and high case load presently, it is accommodating 150 patients. The 

beds are allotted into separate wards like surgical, Medicine, Maternity, 

Paediatric, Eye & infectious wards. In addition, there exists two Operation 

Theatre. A pathological laboratory, a post mortem room, a six bedded 

Intensive Care Unit (ICU), 12 bedded Special Neonatal Care Unit (SNCU), 

10-beded  Nutritional Rehabilitation Centre ( NRC) , One Blood Bank  and 

One out patient department are available in the DHH. Facility for X-ray and 

anti rabies treatment is made available here. A physiotherapy unit is also 

available for the patients at DHH. Apart from all these, there is a 

telemedicine centre in DHH for video consultation in need with the senior 

specialist of medical colleges & hospitals. 

The following table indicates the number of in and out patients treated 

in the hospitals and their daily average attendance during 2011-12 to 2015-

16 (till September). 

Year-wise Patient Registration Status 

Year Out door In door 

No. treated Daily average No. treated Daily average 

2011-12 43871 120 14259 39 

2012-13 52182 143 14034 38 

2013-14 60297 165 14576 40 

2014-15 67884 186 15440 42 

2015-16 

(Till Sept) 

37957 211 8011 45 

Keeping in view the existing delivery load in the District Headquarters 
Hospital, Nuapada it is planned to establish a 50-beded dedicated wing for 
maternal and child Health wing (MCH)  
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List of Modern Equipments Used at District Headquarters Hospital, Nuapada 

 
Sl.No Name of the Equipments Unit/department 

1 Multipara Monitor ICU 

2 Ventilator ICU 

3 ECG ICU/LABORATORY 

4 Blood Gas Analyser ICU 

5 Defibrilator ICU 

6 Syringe Pump ICU/SNCU 

7 Infusion Pump ICU 

8 Oto Acoustic  Emission Screener DEIC 

9 Audiometer DEIC 

10 Portable Tympanometry DEIC 

11 Digital  X ray LABORATORY 

12 Dental X Ray LABORATORY 

13 Indirect opthalmoscope DEIC 

14 Servo Control Radiant Warmer SNCU 

15 Bilirobinometer SNCU 

16 Formalin Vapouriser SNCU 

17 Pulse Oximeter SNCU 

18 Fumigator SNCU 

19 Autoclave SNCU 

20 Calposcope O & G 

 

Major Infrastructure (Under Construction) 

The following major infrastructure works are being undertaken under 

Health department. 

Infrastructure under-construction 
Sl.No Name of the Work Institution Estimated cost 

(crore)  

1 200-bedded District Head Quarter 

Hospital – 7 storied ( G + 6) 

DHH, Nuapada 38 

2 50-beded Maternal & Child Health Wing DHH, Nuapada 7.38 

3 30-beded Maternal & Child Health Wing CHC, Khariar 5.07 

Community Health Centres 

The district has Six Community Health Centres. Medical Officer I/Cs of 

the block are directly responsible for its administration. The sanctioned bed 

ranges of Block CHCs varies from 16 to 30. Each Block CHCs are equipped 

with necessary infrastructure to provide 24 x 7 health care services to the 

patients. 

Block CHC, Khariar is the second First Referral Unit after DHH. It has 

one Operation Theatre, a pathological laboratory, a post mortem room, 4 
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bedded New Born Stabilisation Unit (NBSU) and a Blood Storage Unit. 

Facility for X-ray and anti rabies treatment is made available here. As it is an 

FRU a 30 bedded dedicated MCH wing will be established. 

All other CHCs are also declared delivery point with New Born Care 

Unit (NBCC). Services like Out-patient treatment, in patient department of 

O&G, paediatric, surgery and medicines are available in CHCs level. 

The Indoor and Out-door treatment of CHC from 2011-12 to 2015-16 

(September 2015) is given below. 

Block-wise Patient Registration Status 

Sl.No. 
Name of 

Block 

Name of 

Institution 
In patient Out patient 

      15-16 14-15 13-14 12-13 11-12 15-16 14-15 13-14 12-13 11-12 

1 Boden Boden CHC 616 1287 1171 894 876 8345 13866 13927 14846 14678 

2 Komna  Komna CHC 1077 2338 1667 1465 1792 19488 36992 31067 27088 26872 

3 Komna  Bhella CHC 110 230 154 648 1422 5889 11933 10741 12346 12066 

4 
Nuapada 

KhariarRoad 

CHC 
1498 2627 3022 3679 1474 16730 29574 26729 22999 12216 

5 Sinapali Sinapali CHC 3196 5714 2675 3323 2531 11060 20524 15569 23965 24145 

6 Khariar Khariar CHC 5609 12934 6518 7552 8481 23007 51751 87562 56847 56362 

 

Primary Health Centres (New) 

The district has 17 Primary Health Centres to provide out-patient 

services to the patients. Each PHC (N) is managed by a Doctor, an AYUSH 

Doctor, one pharmacist and an attendant. The PHC (N) has no sanctioned 

bed. But in order to increase the institutional delivery in the district   3 PHC 

(N) are declared as delivery points and 6 PHC (N) are indentified as 

promising delivery points. The out patients treated in the PHC (N) in last five 

year is given below. 

PHC/CHC-wise Patient Registration Status 
Sl. No. Name of 

Block 
Name of 
Institution 

In patient Out patient 

15-
16 

14-
15 

13-
14 

12-
13 

11-
12 

15-16 14-15 13-14 12-13 11-12 

1 
Boden 

Bhiasabani 
PHC(N) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 
Boden 

Damjhar 
PHC(N) 

0 0 0 0 0 2656 5161 5241 5114 4503 

3 
Boden 

Karangamal 
PHC(N) 

20 50 59 0 0 2372 5062 5294 4940 4182 

4 Khariar Duajhar PHC(N) 0 0 0 0 0 1773 4749 6030 4972 5104 

5 Khariar Lanji PHC(N) 0 0 0 0 0 1480 3324 3884 5300 5621 

6 Khariar Tukla PHC(N) 579 380 7 349 255 4510 10025 9662 8269 4588 

7 Komna  
Budhikomana 
PHC(N) 

6 38 49 0 0 2710 4069 3819 4083 4562 
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8 Komna  
Darlipada 
PHC(N) 

0 0 0 0 0 1624 3355 5408 3342 1538 

9 Komna  
Sunabeda 
PHC(N) 

0 0 0 0 0 1798 3522 3531 3179 3434 

10 Komna  Tarbod PHC(N) 157 321 252 0 0 10118 17570 16421 18672 17758 

11 Nuapada Beltukri PHC(N) 50 87 58 0 21 3618 4811 6515 5394 6315 

12 Nuapada Biromal PHC(N) 22 63 23 0 0 4692 9174 6711 6889 5726 

13 
Nuapada 

Darlimunda 
PHC(N) 

56 88 130 0 27 4516 9457 7720 6803 6909 

14 
Nuapada 

Dharambandha 
PHC(N) 

90 139 84 0 8 2860 4782 5202 5452 5309 

15 
Sinapali 

Hatibandha 
PHC(N) 

0 0 0 0 0 3691 6869 4304 3795 4407 

16 Sinapali Liad PHC(N) 5 8 10 0 0 3564 6996 5662 6983 6270 

17 
Sinapali 

Timinapur 
PHC(N) 

296 0 0 0 0 2705 5185 4348 5386 5888 

 

Health Sub Centres  

The district has 96 health sub-centres. Each Health Sub-centres are 

managed by a Multipurpose Health Worker (female). Mainly the Sub-centres 

are providing Family Welfare and Immunisation services at village level, the 

details of which is furnished below. 

Boden Khariar Komna Nuapada Sinapali Total 

14 18 23  24 17 96 

Bhaisadani Sc Amlapali  SC Agren sc Amsena Sc Bharumunda SC   

Boden_Main 

SC 

Badamaheswar 

sc Bhella SC Amanara SC Bragaon SC   

Boirgaon SC Badi SC Bisibahal SC Beltukri SC Brahmniguda SC   

Damjhar SC Bargaon SC 

Budhikomna 

sc  Bhaleswar SC Chalna SC   

Farsara SC Bhojpur SC Chhata sc Biromal SC Gandabahali SC   

Karangamal 

SC Bhullasilkuan SC Darlipada sc Bisora SC Godal SC   

Karlakot SC Birighat SC Gandamer sc Darlimunda SC Gorla SC   

Khaira1 SC Dhankasar SC Jatgarh SC Dharmabandha SC Hatibandha SC   

Kuleikela SC Duajhar SC 

Kandetara 

SC Godfula SC Kendumunda SC   

Larka SC Khariar_Mc SC Komna SC Gotama SC Kuliadungri SC   

Litisargi SC Khasbahal SC Konabira SC Jampani SC Makhapadar SC   

Nagpada SC Khudpej SC Kurumpuri sc Jenjera SC Nangalbord SC   

Rokal SC Kirkitta SC Lakhana sc Kendubahara SC Niljee SC   

Sunapur1 SC Kotamal SC Nuagaon sc Khariar_Road_Mc SC Sinapali_Mc SC   

  Lachhipur SC 

Pendraban 

sc Kodomeri SC Singjhar SC   

 

Lanji SC Rajana sc Kotenchuan SC Timanpur1 SC   

  Nehna SC 

Samarsingh 

sc Kuliabandha SC Bisibahal    

  Tukla SC Siallati sc Mahulivata SC     

    Suklimunda sc Maraguda SC     

    Sunabeda sc  Motanuapada SC     

    Tarbod sc  Parkod SC     

    Tikrapada SC Sahipala SC     

    

Udyanbandh 

SC Sarabong SC     

      Tanwat SC     
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Evangelical Hospital, Khariar 

 The Evangelical Hospital at Khariar (otherwise known as Mission 

hospital) was opened in 1924. It is a private hospital managed by West Utkal 

Group Management committee of the Eastern Religion Board of Health 

services within the Churches of North India. The expenditure of the hospital 

is met from the fees charged on the patients. 

The hospital provides accommodation for 125 patients. It staff 

constitute One Surgeon ( Administrator), One ophthalmologist and other duty 

doctors., Nurses, Laboratory Technicians ray Technicians and adequate 

number of non technical personnel. The following table shows the number of 

patients treated in the hospital in last three years. 

Year-wise Patient Treatment Status 
Year Out door In door 

No. treated Daily average No. treated Daily average 

2012-13 12856 35 1010 3 

2013-14 17560 48 2435 7 

2014-15 18462 51 2675 7 

 

Apart from these, a numbers of clinics are also functioning in the 

district. But their number and other statistics are not available with the district 

administration. 

Administrative set up 

The administrative control of the above health institutions is vested with 

Chief District Medical Officer (CDMO), who is in the rank of Joint Director, 

Level–I. Under him there are three Assistant District Medical Officers 

(ADMOs) (JD-II level), one in charge of Medical, the other in charge of 

Family Welfare and the third in-charge of Public Health organisations of the 

district. In addition, the CDMO is assisted by District Malaria Officer (JD–II 

level), District Tuberculosis Officer, District leprosy Officer & District 

Surveillance Medical Officer to see different thematic health aspect. After 

launching of NRHM a dedicated Programme Management Unit is set up 

under the control of CDMO. The consultants from open market are posted at 

DPMU to assist CDMO in implementation of national flagship programme in 

the district. Besides his normal routine duties relating to administration of 

medical and public health activities in the district, the CDMO also functions 

as the District Registrar under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act 

1969. He is the local food authority under the prevention of Food 

Adulteration Act, 1954. A number of doctors, technical and non technical 

staffs are working under the control of CDMO. One medical officer I/C is 
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posted in each block to see the general administration of the block level 

health facilities. 

Human Resource 

Specialists and Doctors 

The district has 77 sanctioned posts of doctors but only 34 are in 

position. There is a shortage of specialists and doctors in the district. The 

specialist posts at DHH and CHCs are lying vacant .This is in turn affecting 

the Health Service delivery in the district. 

Apart from the above, 20 posts of AYUSH doctors are sanctioned under 

National Health Mission to work in CHCs and PHC(N)s of the district. 

Paramedics (Regular and Contractual) 

This district does not have adequate service providers to cater quality 

service delivery at the facility and community level. After introduction of 

NRHM, this district has overcome from this short fall and gradually improving 

upon the situation. Still out of 113 regular sanctioned ANMs, there are 108 in 

place. In case of staff nurse, out of 31 sanction positions 26 are in place and 

as far as Lab Technician is concerned out of 11 sanctioned positions 8 LTs 

are in place. NHM has provided 30 ANMs, 21 staff nurse and 2 LT 

contractual positions towards smooth delivery of services. 

Staff Position 

 
Paramedics Sanctioned In Position Contractual      (NHM) 

ANM 113 108 30 

Staff Nurse 31 26 21 

Lab Technician 11 8 2 

 

Community Based Institutions 

To provide community based services, 720 Accredited Social Health 

Activists (ASHAs) are in position in the district against sanctioned 740. Rest 

20 ASHAs will be recruited and positioned shortly. For demand generation 

and improved service utilization 642 GKS have been formed as per the plan 

and are functional. 

Programmes 

Reproductive Child Health (RCH) 

The responsibility for implementation of the programme directly 

devolves on the Assistant District Medical Officer (Family Welfare) who 

works under the supervisory controls of CDMO. He is in charge of the 



 
 

338 

 

District Family Welfare Bureau and supported by many staffs. He is 

responsible for implementation of Reproductive Health, Maternal Health, 

Child Health and Adolescent Health programme in the district. 

The following table indicates the achievement made in Reproductive 

Health Programme during last five years. 

Status of Reproductive Health care 

Services 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16(Sep 15) 
Target Ach. % Target Ach. % Target Ach. % Target Ach. % Target Ach. % 

Sterilization 2325 2165 93 2466 1983 80 2497 1815 73 2624 1993 76 2917 856 29 

IUD 2806 1380 49 2806 1794 64 3183 999 31 3353 2123 63 3501 1551 44 

CC 5623 2369 42 5623 1223 22 5306 821 15 5414 635 12 5482 355 6 

OP 3314 1589 48 3314 1630 49 3121 2126 68 3185 2046 64 3225 901 28 

 

In Maternal Health Programmes district has given much importance to 

improve institutional delivery in order to check the maternal and child death.  

Janani Suraksha Yojana and Janani Sishu Suraksha Karyakrama are being 

introduced under NHM. All services are made free to the beneficiaries under 

the schemes and also cash benefits are given to the pregnant women for 

institutional delivery (Rs.1400 for rural area and Rs 1000 for urban area). 

Achievement under Maternal health programme is depicted below. 

Status of Maternal Health Care 

Village Health & Nutrition Day (Mamata Divas) and Prustikar are 

organised in village level for counselling of pregnant and lactating women 

and to provide ANC services at door step. Immunisation sessions are being 

organised on every Wednesday at HSC level. The immunisation status of 

the district is given below. 

 Services 

11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16(Sep 15) 

Target Ach. % Target Ach. % Target Ach. % Target Ach. % Target Ach. % 

TT(PW) 15778 14889 94 17315 13344 77 15448 13892 90 15554 14361 92 15374 6946 45 

Anc Regd. 15778 116315 737 17315 14499 84 15448 15277 99 15554 14683 94 15374 7914 51 

ANC 3 check 
up 

14630 13715 94 17315 13231 76 15448 13834 90 14140 13661 97 13950 6050 43 

% of Inst. 
Delivery 

15703 11854 75 14443 11414 79 13311 10446 78 14384 11922 83 6595 5395 82 

% of JSY 
payment 

11854 10494 89 11414 10793 95 10446 9836 94 11922 9052 76 5395 4091 76 

% of AnC within 
1st trimster 

16315 8920 55 14507 6928 48 15277 8044 53 14683 9418 64 7914 5531 70 

% of Home Del. 
By SBA 

4042 709 18 3031 453 15 2516 349 14 2462 281 11 1200 213 18 

Infant death 693 625 592 734 306 
Maternal Death 17 17 26 33 7 
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Immunisation Status 

Year Target Achievement % of achievement 

2011-12 14630 10850 74 

2012-13 15652 13520 86 

2013-14 14044 12136 86 

2014-15 14140 12636 89 

2015-16 ( till Sept) 13950 6307 45 

 

Under adolescent health, quarterly Kishori Swasthy Mela are organised 

in each block in convergence with ICDS for addressing the aadolescent 

health.  Adolescent Sex Reproductive Health Clinic has been set up in every 

CHC for addressing teenage pregnancy and promoting menstrual hygiene. 

One new national programme named ‗Rastriya Kishor Swasthya 

Karyakrama‘ (RKSK) is going to be implemented from the year 2015-16. 

Public Health Programmes 

The responsibility for the implementation of Public health programme is 

on the Assistant District Medical Officer (Public Heath) who works under the 

supervisory controls of CDMO. He is also assisted by District Malaria Officer, 

District tuberculosis Officer, District Leprosy officer, and District Surveillance 

Medical officer for accomplishing the activities. He is responsible for 

implementation of Malaria, Diarrhoea, Leprosy, Flurosis control, non 

communicable diseases and similar health programme in the district. 

Revised National Tuberculosis Programme (RNTCP) 

Under the Revised National Tuberculosis Programme the objective is to 

achieve and maintain at least 85 per cent cure rate for the newly diagnosed 

sputum smear positive TB patients and to achieve and maintain at least 70 

per cent of case detection rate amongst the new smear-positive patients. 

The district is doing well in the programme. The performance of the district in 

2014-15 under RNTCP is given below. 

RNTCP Status 
Indicator Norm Performance 
TB Suspects examined per lakh 
population 

>150 155 

Annualized New Sputum Smear Positive 
detection rate (Percentage) 

> 60 (70%) 72.94% 

Annualized Total Case Detection Rate 230 137 
% of retreatment cases out of all smear 
positive cases 

20-40% 12.88% 

Sputum Conversion > 90% 91.47% 
Cure Rate > 85% 85.75% 
Success Rate > 85% 92.59% 
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Health Hazards in the district 

Malaria  

Malaria is the foremost public health problem of Nuapada district 

contributing 23 per cent of health cases. The tribal population is badly 

affected by the Malaria. More than 60 per cent of tribal population of the 

district lives in high-risk areas for malaria.  

Diarrhoeal Disorders 

Water-borne communicable diseases like gastrointestinal disorders 

including acute diarrhoea are responsible for a higher morbidity and mortality 

due to poor sanitation, unhygienic conditions and lack of safe drinking water 

in the tribal areas of the district. In a cross sectional study conducted by 

RMRC, Bhubaneswar in four primitive tribes of Odisha (including Nuapada), 

the diarrhoeal diseases including cholera were found to occur throughout the 

year attaining its peak during the rainy season. Generally the infants, 

preschool children and adolescent groups are mostly affected.  

Micronutrient Deficiency  

Nuapada is very much infamous for starvation death cases. 

Micronutrient deficiency is closely linked with nutritional disorders and 

diarrhoea. Deficiency of essential dietary components leads to malnutrition, 

protein calorie deficiency and micronutrient deficiencies (like vitamin A, iron 

and iodine deficiency). Vitamin A deficiency in the form of Bitot‘s spot, 

conjunctival xerosis and night blindness was observed. 

Skin Infection 

Skin problems like scabies is a major health problem amongst the 

population of the district and the problem is much worse in the primitive 

tribes because of overcrowding and unhygienic living conditions as also 

close contacts and lack of health awareness.  

Intestinal Paracitism  

Intestinal protozoan and helminthic infestations are the major public 

health problems. As observed, in most of these infections are due to 

indiscriminate defecation in the open field, bare foot walking and lack of 

health awareness and hygiene. The problem is enhanced in the rainy 

season. These are preventable with repeated administration of anti-

helminthic and protozoal treatment at 4 months interval which can be used 

effectively in national parasitic infection control program. 
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Fluorosis Problem 

Nuapada is reported earlier for its acute fluorosis problem. It is 

observed that fluorosis problem is prevailing in all the four blocks except the 

northern Nuapada block. But with increase in population and increase in use 

of ground water more fluorosis-affected areas are reported. Study in 2005 

reveals that endemic fluorosis areas exist in Sinapali, Komna, Boden and 

Khariar block except the Nuapada block. In Nuapada area the source of 

fluoride is the alkaline rocks and granite. In Nuapada district wherever these 

rocks are present there are chances of occurrence of high fluoride. The 

fluoride content varies from 0.14–7.2 mg/l. In Jagannthpalli–Haripur and 

Kirkita area for the first time fluorosis problem is reported. In Jaramunda 

village of Bhela grampanchayat also fluorosis problem is reported. Recently 

acute fluorosis problem is reported from Nangalbor Grama Panchayat of 

Sinapali Block. 

Fluorosis Problem in Different Blocks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the high fluoride areas like Karlakot, people suffer from dental and 

skeletal fluorosis. Mottling of teeth is a common problem among the children 

of less than 15 years of age. Adults suffering from skeletal fluorosis have 

deformed bones and acute pains. Most cannot straighten their backs and get 

exhausted very easily. Some people are even not aware that the problem is 

due to drinking of high fluoride water and think it is a different disease. In 

many areas there are piped water supply schemes where low fluoride water 

is supplied from other source. But because of irregular power supply 

sometimes they are bound to use the high fluoride water for which they 

suffer. Therefore arrangement should be made for continuous water supply 

in these areas. Ground water should be analysed at Grama Panchayat level 

to delineate the high fluoride areas and alternative arrangements should be 

made by RWS&S. Peoples‘ awareness is also necessary to minimize the 

impact of high fluoride. 
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Some of the health related indices of the district are as follows: 

Heat-Stress Disorder 

Year No of patient treated Death 

2014 13 0 

2015 11 0 

2.  FLUROSIS 
     Year No of Villages Population 

Suspected DF Suspected SF Suspected CKD Total     Surveyed Screened 
2012 -15 151 3426 2007 239 155 2401 
 3. JAUNDICE 

   Year No of Village affected No of sample collection & 
tested 

No of Person having 
High Creatinine Level 

Remarks 

2015 1 9 2 There is no out-break 
situation occurs 

 
4. DIARRHOEAL DISORDER 
Year Out-break SevereCases Deaths 
2010 41 368 27 
2011 15 17 3 
2012 13 102 5 
2013 7 11 0 
2014 8 128 1 
2015 (TILL Sept) 1 0 0 

    5. IDENTIFICATION OF VULLENERABLE VILLAGES FOR FLOOD, CYCLONE & EPIDEMIC 
Year EPIDEMIC FLOOD 

 2015 49 56 
  

6. DISINFECTION OF DRINKING WATER SOURCES 
Year Total No. of   Dug 

well 
Dug well 
disinfection in 
June-2015 

Dug well 
disinfection in 
July-2015 

No of O.T. Test Done No of H2S Test 
Done 

in July-2015 in July-2015 
  

2015 9013 6070 9013 318 4 

 

Health Insurance Coverage  

Rashtriya Swasta Bima Yojana 

The district has enrolled 3962 RSBY beneficiaries and an amount of 

Rs.105.59 lakh have been claimed till March, 2016. Out of the total 

enrollment, 3202 cases have been settled with insurance coverage of 

Rs.8.61 lakhs. 

Biju Krushak Kalyan Yojana (BKKY) 

The scheme is running in all CHCs and DHH. The number of 

enrolment, patient benefited, total claim raised and claim settled under the 

scheme is given below.  

BKKY 1(till 02.01.15) 
Total enrolment     -  23,088 
Total patient benefited    - 503 
Total claim Raised    - 10,31,500/- 
Total claim Settled     - 57,4016/- 
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Drinking water and Sanitation 

Safe drinking water and proper sanitation and hygiene practices 

are critical for survival in all stages of an emergency. In many 

emergencies, people are very susceptible to illness and death from 

waterborne diseases. Women and children are particularly at risk 

because they are usually the largest percentage of the poorest of the 

poor and comprise the majority of rural areas, urban slums and 

displaced populations. In many cultures men have priority in the 

distribution of limited food and drinking water. Mainstreaming gender 

concerns in water and sanitation interventions are important for fair 

and equitable distribution. 

While coverage of drinking water is high, the equitable access to 

drinking water and water safety remains a major concern. Major 

reason for perpetuation of diseases like diarrhoea, gastroenteritis, 

anaemia and jaundice can be attributed to the non-availability of safe 

drinking water with poor sanitation facilities and practices. Availability 

of drinking water facilities remains very poor in the district. 

Most of the people used open defecation in the absence of 

proper sanitation facility. Many people wait for late night or early 

morning to relieve them. This practice has been affecting the privacy 

and dignity of women in rural villages. The children, sick, elderly 

people and pregnant women face a lot of problems in the absence of 

a proper sanitary facility at home. It is unfortunate that a vast majority 

of people of the State use open space for defecation which is much 

higher than national average and highest in comparison to other 

developed States. Many of the schools and AWCs have no toilet 

facility. The status of elementary and secondary education report 

says that about 25 per cent of schools in the State have no toilets.  A 

base line survey in 2012 by Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitations revealed that about 75 per cent AWCs have no toilet. 

Poor sanitation is a major cause of ill health leading to unemployment 

and poverty in rural villages. 

The poor and marginalised communities should get protection to 

have discrimination-free access to drinking water and sanitation and 

the State support to water and sanitation sector should continue till 

the achievement of the mission of water and sanitation for all. 
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CHAPTER – XIV 

PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE 
ORGANISATIONS 

 

At present Nuapada district has two Assembly Constituencies namely 

71-Nuapada & 72-Khariar. The two Assembly Constituencies are the 

Assembly Segment of 11-Kalahandi Parliamentary Constituency. The 

delimitation of the Parliamentary and Assembly Constituency was made in 

2008. At present the District has two representatives in Vidhan Sabha 

(Legislative Assembly). The details of the present territorial extent of the 

parliament and Assembly Constituency are given below: 

Composition of Parliamentary/Assembly Constituencies 
 
Sl. 

No. 

Name of the   

Constituency 

Extent of the Parliamentary /Assembly Constituencies 

  PARLIAMENTRAY CONSTITUENCY 

01 Kalahandi Comprising 71-Nuapada, 72-Khariar,77-Lanjigarh(ST), 78- 

Junagarh, 79- Dharmagarh, 80-Bhawanipatna(SC), 81- Narla 

  ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY 

02 Nuapada Nuapada Block &Komna Block 

03 Khariar Khariar Block, Sinapali Block & Boden Block 

 

Political Parties and Organisation 

The Indian National Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party, Bahujan Samaj 

Party, Biju Janata Dal are the main political parties of Nuapada District. 

These parties have their local organisations and operate through them. 

First General Election 1952 

After two hundred years of foreign rule India achieved her 

independence on 15
th
 August 1947 and the new Constitution came into force 

on January 26, 1950. Under the provisions of Articles 325 and 326 of the 

constitution every adult Indian Citizen is entitled to take part in the election. 

The people of Odisha have exercised their franchise in the election of Lok 

Sabha and the Vidan Sabha since our Constitution came into force. In 

Odisha the First General Election was held from 3
rd

 to 25
th
 January 1952. 

The following table gives further details of the General Election held in 

the district in 1952: 
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General Election, 1952 
 

Name of the 
Constituency 

No. of 
seats 

No. of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total no. 
of votes 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.6 to 

col. 5 

Succesful 
Party 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Nawapara 02 08 97,602 195,204 59,279 30.36 Congress & 

Congress 

 

Second General Election 1957 

The Second General Election was held from 24
th
 February 1957 to 14

th
 

March 1957. In 1957 General Elections besides the Independent candidates, 

three political parties namely, the Congress, the Praja Socialist and the 

Ganatantra Parisad contested the election. At that time Nuapada was a 

double member constituency in which one seat was general and other was 

reserved. 

The following table gives further details of the General Election held in 
the district in 1957: 

General Election, 1957 
 
No. & name 

of the 
Constituency 

No. 
of 

seats 

No. of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total no. 
of votes 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.6 to 

col. 5 

Successful 
Party 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Nawapara 02 07 98,557 1,97,114 63,812 32.37 Congress 

& 
Congress 

Mid-Term Election 1961 

The Second General Elections were over by the end of March, 1957. 

The Third General Elections, in normal course, would have been held in 

February-March, 1962. But in consequence of the promulgation of the 

President‘s rule the State Legislative Assembly was dissolved with effect 

from the 25
th
 February 1961 and mid-term Election was held from  2

nd
June 

1961 to 8
th
 June 1961. In the election Nuapada district was divided into two 

assembly constituencies namely Nawapara and Khariar. Khariar Assembly 

Constituency was declared as general seat and Nawapara Assembly 

Constituency was reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. 

The following table gives further details of the mid-term Election held in 

the district in 1961: 
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Mid-term Election, 1961 
 

 Name of the 
Constituency 

No. of 
seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.5 to 

col. 4 

Total valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.7 to 

col. 4 

Party won 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 Nawapara 1 2 50,121 12,104 24.14 10,617 21.18 Independent 

 Khariar 1 3 53,770 18,120 33.69 16,367 30.43 Congress 

 

Fourth General Election 1967 

The poll for Fourth General Elections 1967 was held on 21
st
 February, 

1967. In this election Nawapara Assembly Constituency was declared 

reserved for Scheduled Tribes and Khariar Assembly Constituency was kept 

as a general seat. 

The following table gives further details of the General Election held in 

the district in 1967: 

General Election, 1957 
 

 Name of the 
Constituency 

No. 
of 

seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.5 to 

col. 4 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.7 to 

col. 4 

Party 
won 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 Nawapara 1 2 60,812 22,561 37.09 20,335 33.43 Congress 
 Khariar 1 3 60,766 24,320 40.02 21,524 35.42 Congress 
 

Mid-Term Election 1971 

For the second time the State of Odisha faced two mid-term Elections 

on 5
th
 March 1971. The Vidhan Sabha and Lok Sabha Elections were held 

on that day. Like the General Election of 1967, the district was divided into 

two Assembly Constituencies out of which Nawapara Assembly 

Constituency was reserved for Scheduled Tribes and Khariar Assembly 

Constituency was general seat. 

The following table gives further details of the Mid-term Election held in 

the district in 1971: 

Mid-term Election, 1971 
 

 Name of the 
Constituency 

No. of 
seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.5 to 

col. 4 

Total valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.7 to 

col. 4 

Party won 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 Nawapara 1 7 67,305 23,934 35.56 21,944 32.60 Swatantra 

Party 
 Khariar 1 4 64,352 29,316 45.55 26,723 41.52 Congress 

(O)  
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Sixth General Election 1974 

The Sixth General Elections to the State Legislature was held on 22nd, 

24
th
 and 26

th
 of February 1974. In this election the district was divided into 

two Assembly Constituencies namely Nawapara & Khariar. Both the 

Assembly Constituencies were for general candidates. 

The following table gives further details of the General Election held in 

the district in 1974: 

General Election, 1974 
 

 Name of the 
Constituency 

No. of 
seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.5 to col. 

4 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.7 to 

col. 4 

Party 
won 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 Nawapara 1 7 72,062 33,034 45.84 29,598 41.07 Congress 
 Khariar 1 5 72,673 34,793 47.87 31,476 43.31 Utkal 

Congress  

Seventh General Election 1977 

The Seventh General Elections to the State Legislature was held on 

10th June 1977. In this election the District was divided into two Assembly 

Constituencies namely Nawapara & Khariar. Both the Assembly 

Constituencies were for general candidates. 

The following table presents a picture of Seventh General Election held 

in the district in 1977: 

General Election, 1977 
 
 Name of the 

Constituency 
No. 
of 

seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.5 to 

col. 4 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.7 to 

col. 4 

Party won 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 Nawapara 1 3 76,648 32,062 41.83 30,822 40.21 Janata 
 Khariar 1 3 76,193 29,607 38.85 28,520 37.43 Independent 
 

13
th

 General Election 2004 

The 13
th
 General Elections to the State Legislature was held on 20

th
 

April 2004. In this election the District was divided into two Assembly 

Constituencies namely 94-Nawapara & 95-Khariar A/C. Both the Assembly 

Constituencies were for general candidates. The 14
th
 General Election to 

Lok Sabha was also held simultaneously. In this context the poll was taken 

up in the District on 20
th
 April 2004.  Five political parties took part in the 

General Elections, 2004. The political parties which participated were the 

Bharatiya Janata Party, the Indian National Congress, the Biju Janata dal, 

the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Samajwadi Party. 
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Total 10 candidates filed their nomination in respect of 94- Nawapara 

A/C out of which one nomination was rejected and one candidate withdrew 

his nomination. So, eight candidates contested for the Election to Odisha 

Legislative Assembly, 2004. Similarly, the total six numbers of candidates 

filed their nomination in respect of 95-Khariar A/C out of which no candidate 

withdrew his nomination. So, six candidates contested for the Election to 

Odisha Legislative Assembly, 2004. 

For this election 388 polling stations were set up (194 for 94-Nawapara 

A/C and 194 for 95-Khariar A/C) in the District. 

General Election, 2004 
 

Sl. 

No 

Number and Name of the 

Assembly Constituency 

Total No. of 

Electors 

Total No. of 

Service Voters 

Total 

01 94- Nawapara 158149 09 158158 

02 95- Khariar 168939 43 168982 

                      District Total 327088 52 327140 

 

The following table indicates further information relating to General 

Elections-2004. 

 
Sl. 

No 

No. & name 

of the 

Constituency 

No. of 

seats 

No of 

person 

contested 

No. of 

Electors 

Total 

votes 

polled 

Percentage 

of col.6 to 

col. 5 

Total 

valid 

votes 

polled 

Percentage 

of col.8 to 

col. 5 

Party won 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 94- 

Nawapara 

1 08 158158 113065 71.48 113065 71.48 Independent 

2 95- Khariar 1 06 168982 114355 67.67 114355 67.67 BJD 

District Total 2 14 327140 227420 69.51 227420 69.51  

Sri Rajendra Dholakia, the Independent candidate was elected as 

Member of Legislative Assembly for 94-Nawapara Assembly Constituency 

and Sri Duryodhan Majhi, the candidate of Biju Janata Dal was elected as 

Member of Legislative Assembly for 95-KhariarAssembly Constituency.  

14
th

 General Election 2009 

The Fourteenth General Elections to the State Legislature was held on 

16th April 2009. In this election the district was divided into two Assembly 

Constituencies namely 71-Nuapada & 72-Khariar A/C. Both the Assembly 

Constituencies were for general candidates. The 15
th
 General Election to 

Lok Sabha was also held simultaneously. In this context the poll was taken 

up in the District on 16
th 

April 2009.  Seven political parties took part in the 

General Elections, 2009. The political parties which participated were the 

Bharatiya Janata Party, the Indian National Congress, the Biju Janata Dal, 



 
 

349 

 

the Bahujan Samaj Party, the Republican Party of India (A), the Samruddha 

Odisha, and the Samajwadi Party. 

Total 08 candidates filed their nomination in respect of 71-Nuapada A/C 

out of which two nominations were rejected. So, six candidates contested for 

the Election to Odisha Legislative Assembly 2009. Similarly, the total 10 

candidates filed their nomination in respect of 72-Khariar A/C out of which no 

candidate was withdrew his nomination. So, 10 candidates contested for the 

Election to Odisha Legislative Assembly, 2009. 

General Election, 2009 

Sl. 

No 

Number and Name of the 

Assembly Constituency 

Total No. of 

Electors 

Total No. of 

Service Voters 

Total 

01 71- Nuapada 197308 32 197340 

02 72- Khariar 213453 57 213510 

                      District Total 410761 89 410850 

The following table indicates further information relating to General 

Elections-2009 

 
Sl. 
No 

No. & name 
of the 

Constituency 

No. of 
seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.6 to 

col. 5 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.8 to 

col. 5 

Party 
won 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
1 71-Nuapada 1 06 197340 136656 69.24 136649 69.24 BJD 
2 72-Khariar 1 10 213510 143709 67.30 143624 67.26 BJP 

District Total 2 16 410850 280365 68.24 280273 68.21  

Sri Rajendra Dholakia, the candidate of Biju Janata Dalwas elected as 

Member of Legislative Assembly for 71-Nuapada Assembly Constituency 

and Sri Hitesh Kumar Bagartti, the candidate of Bharatiya Janata Party was 

elected as Member of Legislative Assembly for 72-Khariar Assembly 

Constituency. Similarly, Sri Bhakta Charan Das the Candidate for Indian 

National Congress was elected as the Member of Parliament for 11-

Kalahandi Parliamentary Constituency. 

15
th

 General Election Odisha Vidhan Sabha 2014 

The 15
th
 General Election to Odisha Legislative Assembly was held on 

10
th
 April 2014 and 17

th
 April 2014.The 16

th
 General Election to Lok Sabha 

also held simultaneously. In this context the poll was taken up in the District 

on 10
th 

April 2014. In this Election the district was divided into two Assembly 

Constituencies namely Nuapada & Khariar. Both the constituencies were 

meant for general candidate. 10 political parties took part in the General 

Elections, 2014. The political parties which participated were the Bharatiya 

Janata Party, the Indian National Congress, the Biju Janata dal, the Bahujan 

Samaj Party, the Aam Admi Party, the Aama Odisha Party, the Samajwadi 

Party, the Samata Kranti Dal, the Odisha Jana Morcha and the Koshal Mukti 

Morcha. 
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The total 11 numbers of candidates filed their nominations in respect of 

71-Nuapada A/C out of which one candidate was withdrew his nomination. 

So, ten numbers of candidates contested for the Election to Odisha 

Legislative Assembly, 2014. Similarly, the total 12 numbers of candidates 

filed their nominations in respect of 72-Khariar A/C out of which no candidate 

was withdrew his nomination. So, 12 numbers of candidates contested for 

the election to Odisha Legislative Assembly, 2014. 

For this Election 590 polling stations were set up (292 numbers for 71-

Nuapada A/C and 298 numbers for 72-Khariar A/C) in the District. 

General Election, 2014 

Sl. 
No 

Number and Name of the 
Assembly Constituency 

Total No. of 
Electors 

Total No. of 
Service Voters 

Total 

01 71- Nuapada 207166 55 207221 

02 72- Khariar 219194 62 219256 

 District Total 426360 117 426477 

The following table indicates further information relating to General 

Elections-2014 

Sl. 
No 

No. & name of 
the 

Constituency 

No. of 
seats 

No of 
person 

contested 

No. of 
Electors 

Total 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.6 to 

col. 5 

Total 
valid 
votes 
polled 

Percentage 
of col.8 to 

col. 5 

Party 
won 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
1 71-Nuapada 1 10 207221 153117 73.89 150669 72.70 BJP 
2 72-Khariar 1 12 219256 167207 76.26 164972 75.24 BJP 

District Total 2 22 426477 320324 75.10 315641 74.01  

 In the simultaneous General Election to Odisha Legislative Assembly- 

2014 the number of valid vote polled by each contesting candidate of 71-

Nuapada A/C & 72-Khariar A/C is indicated below. 

Election Result, 71-Nuapada A/C 

 Names of the Contesting 

Candidates 

Full name of the Party Valid Votes Polled 

 Basanta Kumar Panda Bharatiya Janata Party 55817 

 Rajendra Dholkia Biju Janata Dal 46207 

 Ghasiram Majhi Indian National Congress 39654 

 Kunti Sahoo Bahujan Samaj Party 2611 

 Iswar Chandra Thakur Aama Odisha Party 1923 

 Rangadhar Majhi Odisha Jana Morcha 1102 

 Surendra Prasad Panda Aam Admi Party 943 

 Lochan Singh Majhi Samajawadi Party 924 

 Bharat Das Independent 834 

 Prabhat Kumar Dharua Samata Kranti Dal 654 

                         Total 150669 
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Election Result, 72-Khariar A/C 

 Names of the Contesting 

Candidates 

Full name of the Party Valid Votes Polled 

 Duryodhan Majhi Bharatiya Janata Party 57533 

 Adhiraj Mohan Panigrahi Indian National Congress 50407 

 Lambodar Nial BijuJanata Dal 47655 

 Sudhir Kumar Sahu Bahujan Samaj Party 2038 

 Nimai Charan Tandi Independent 1622 

 Deb Deb Prasad Singh Deo Odisha Jana Morcha 1222 

 Jaleswar Suna Koshal Mukti Morcha 1029 

 Satrughan Behera Independent 902 

 Sanyashi Das Samajwadi Party 853 

 Bhramar Bag AamaOdisha Party 604 

 Radheshyam Sagar Independent 595 

 Kishor Kumar Bag Independent 512 

                                                                                 Total 164972 

 

Sri Basanta Kumar Panda, the candidate of Bharatiya Janata Party was 

elected as Member of Legislative Assembly for 71-Nuapada Assembly 

Constituency & Sri Duryodhan Mahji, the candidate of Bharatiya Janata 

Party was elected as Member of Legislative Assembly for 72-Khariar 

Assembly Constituency. Similarly Sri Arka Keshari Deo the Candidate for 

Biju Janata Dal was elected as the Member of Parliament for 11-Kalahandi 

Parliamentary Constituency. 

Activities of Major NGOs in Nuapada District 

Voluntary service in Nuapada district has always been an integral part 

of its social and cultural tradition. Voluntarism is in the roots of society, 

people respond to the needs and emergency situation with all promptness. 

These volunteers are different from Government servant and private 

businessman. They play as independent strength outside the sphere of 

government and business. They are not profit seeking organisations. Some 

of them receive govt. grant, projects and work for government scheme and 

programme. But they are not under government control Most of the NGO of 

Nuapada are non-religious and they do not have any religious mandate. 

They also avoid participation in election or promoting candidates for elected 

office. 

The Civil Society organisations of this district responded during the 

drought and famine situation. Utkalbandhu Anusthan, Bharat Sebak Samaj 

and Rising Star Club provided relief to the victims of Nuapada famine of 

1966. They provided proper food, clothing, and medical aid. Orphans were 

kept in the Anathasram till they were properly rehabilitated. After the 

establishment of colleges in Nuapada district NSS units have been opened 
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in all the college. These NSS units are the training ground for voluntariness 

to help the needy.  

In 1977, the Oxford University Against Famine (OXFAM) initiated 

development in this region and worked with the disadvantage groups of the 

society. They worked in the interior of the district for the adivasis, dalit and 

women. For the spread of education and environment awareness they 

worked. Later, the OXFAM became OXWORP for western Odisha. They 

fought for the rights of adivasis, peasants and Paharias. They organised 

rallies and demonstration. A.V.Swamy, one of the pioneers of the 

organisation, has been nominated to the Rajya Sabha. 

Sahabhagi Vikas Abhijan made a start right after OXWORF. Their head 

office is at Bileianjar, Komana Block. They work for the farmers and 

popularise organic farming. They also help the farmer in marketing their 

produces. 

Another leading non-government organisation working in the district is 

Lokdrusti. This organisation was initiated by research scholars of Jawaharlal 

Nehru University with the cooperation and active participation of local 

youths. They started with planning and implementing innovative 

development programme in various sectors. It works in all five blocks of the 

district on various issues such as watershed management, tribal rights, 

woman empowerment, land development, education of children, distress 

migration, health and immunisation etc. Apart from these Lokadrusti also 

carries out different research studies both in state and the national level on 

different issues. It works in close proximity and in convergence with various 

government departments.  

In addition to these NGOs there are any such organisations whose 

works focus on dalits, adivasis, landless persons, the problems of children, 

and women mostly in the difficult and inaccessible areas of the district. They 

highlight the major issues of the district and help in activating the 

government. The following table gives a detail list of all registered NGOs of 

Nuapada with their areas of interest.  

List of NGOs 
 

SL 
No 

Name of the Major NGO /Address/ 
Registration No 

Brief Activities 

1 
SRUSTI 
Address: AT/Po: Khariar 
 
Rgn. No: NPD 123-42 of 1995 -96 
 

Children, Education & Literacy, Environment & 
Forests, Health & Family Welfare, Micro Finance 
(SHGs), Micro Small & Medium Enterprises, Right to 
Information & Advocacy, Rural Development & 
Poverty Alleviation, Tribal Affairs, Vocational 
Training, Women's Development & Empowerment 
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2 AYUSKAM 
AT:-PO: - RAJ KHARIAR, DIST:-Nuapada, 
(ORISSA) PIN: - 766107 E-
mail:ayusajit@rediffmail.com, 
ayauskam@rediffmail.com 
Rgn. No: 758/48/Nuapada (01-07-1998) 

1. Clinical Health 2.RCH 3.Promoting access to 
HIV/AIDS services for rural & tribal youth 4.Malaria 
5.AHSTCP(community health) 6.Food Security 
7.WETSH(women empowerment through self-help 
group) 8.THP 9. IHL ( Individual Household Latrine) 
10.MDM (Mid Day Meal Management Training 
Programme) 11. ASHA Trg. 

3 PARDA 
At. RADHAKRISHNAPADA PO.Dist. 
NUAPADA STATE- ORISSA PIN-766105 
Rgn. No: 1107/114/2000-01 (30-10-2000 

1. Disaster Risk management Program- with special 
focus on distress migration. 2. Ensuring education to 
all ―with special focus on migrant children. 3. All 
programs related to making health facility available 
to the marginalized sections of society. 4. Poverty 
Alleviation program through empowerment. 5. 
Women Empowerment program through capacity 
building and training on micro-credit. 6. Awareness 
on Illiteracy, Health, Road safety, Income 
Generation Scheme. 7. Program on environmental 
protection. Management of Child Labour Special 
School Program. 8. Consumer Awareness Program 
9. Creating road safety awareness Program 10. 
Computer literacy program 
 

4 Lokadrusti 
At-Gadramunda Po-Chindagudadist-
Nuapada,Orissa ,766107 
 
Rgn. No: KLD-322-39 of 1987-88. (28-02-
1988) 
 

Agriculture, Children, Disaster Management, 
Education & Literacy, Health & Family Welfare, 
Legal Awareness & Aid, Labour& Employment, Land 
Resources, Micro Finance (SHGs), Micro Small & 
Medium Enterprises, Nutrition, Panchayati Raj, Right 
to Information & Advocacy, Rural Development & 
Poverty Alleviation, Tribal Affairs, Vocational 
Training, Water Resources, Women's Development 
& Empowerment  

5 AAWHAN  
At-Shantinagar Po-Khariar Dist. -NUAPADA 
Orissa,766107 
Rgn. No: NPD-1607/31/115 of 2007-08 (11-
03-2008 

Aawhan is working in Nuapada district since last 4 
years in the field of disaster Management, Women 
Empowerment and SHG. Till date aawhan has 
formed 12 SHG, 10 Farmers club and working with 
them. Apart from this aawhan is giving importance in 
awareness programme. 

6 SahabhagiVikashAbhiyan (SVA) 
Co-ordination Office: Plot 
No.3816,Ghatikia(NeraNakaGate) 
Bhubaneswar – 751003 
Rgn. No: NPD-90-9-1995/96 (02-10-1996) 

1.Sustainable Agriculture 2.System of Rice 
Intensification 3.Forest Rights & Land issue 4.Micro 
Watershed with Govt. of Orissa 5.Fluorsis 
6.Sanitation & Public Health 

7 Roshni 
At-Patelnagar,Po-Khariarroad,Ward no-15 
Rgn. No: NPD1606/143OF2007-08 (25-02-
2007) 

Awareness, Women Empowerment, Mother & Child 
Care, Health &Sanitation Consumer awareness, 
Micro-credit, Welfare, Education, Child Labour 

8 Associatiation For Social And Health 
Advancement. (ASHA) 
Regd.Office: Nilasaila Nagar/ Sirtol Po-Dist-
Nuapada Pin-766105 
Rgn. No: NPD-1580-04-04 Of 2007-2008 
(13-06-2007) 

Art & Culture, Children, Disaster Management, 
Environment & Forests, Health & Family Welfare, 
HIV/AIDS, Human Rights, Micro Finance (SHGs), 
Nutrition, Panchayati Raj, Right to Information & 
Advocacy, Rural Development & Poverty Alleviation, 
Tribal Affairs, Women's Development & 
Empowerment 

9  
Centre For Development Of Arts And 
Human Resources (Cdah) 
MadhuriComplex,At/Po-Khariar,District.-
Nuapada,Odisha,766107. Mob-
9437924350,9938116624. 
SKYPE:sunilpradhankhr 
Rgn. No: 1189/57 (10-09-2001) 

1. To promote integral development of the people by 
undertaking socio-economic projects with the co 
operation of Government, various organizations. 
National & International funding agencies, dedicated 
to social-economic development of people. 2. To 
care for the needy, stick, illiterate and backward 
classes of the people. 3. To promote justice, peace 
and co-operation among the people. 4. To undertake 
rural employment schemes, co-operative activities 
allied to cooperation to people. 5. To promote health 
consciousness among the people. 6. To promote 
welfare activities among the people. 7. To undertake 
relief and rehabilitation schemes for the people 
affected by natural calamities. 8. To arrange legal 
aid to the rural poor, victims of dowry, child labour 
and effected Harijans and tribes. 9. To campaign for 

mailto:ayauskam@rediffmail.com
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/associatiation-for-social-and-health-advancement-21667/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/associatiation-for-social-and-health-advancement-21667/
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family planning and community health and to 
motivate them towards social welfare activities. To 
campaign for Human rights and right living. 
 

10 Satyabrata Kala Kendra 
AT/PO-Chindaguda,PS- Khariar, District.-
Nu apada,Orissa,766107 
Rgn. No: 1182/50 (31-07-2001) 

1. Self Help Group 2. Malaria Awareness 3. 
Environment awareness programme 4. Awareness 
programme on Pulse Polio 5. Community Nutrition 6. 
Community Nutrition 7. Sanitation & Hygienic 
programme 8. Capacity building 9. Animal 
Husbandry 10. Primary Education 11. Child labour 
eradication programme 12. Farmer Training 
Programme 13. Awareness on Computer Education 
14. HIV/AIDS awareness programme 

11 Indian Devotional Ecstasy 
At-Loharapali,PO-Goimudi,via-Rajkhariar, 
Dist.-Nuapada,Orissa ,766107 
Rgn. No: 220666/256 (02-02-2008) 

1. To promote the integral development of the 
people by undertaking socio-economic projects with 
the co operation of Government, various 
organizations. National & International funding 
agencies, dedicated to social-economic 
development of people. 2. To care for the needy, 
stick, illi 

12 

Sewa Mahila Mandal 
At-Gambhariguda, PO-Gandabhali, Via-
Dhuajh ar,Dist.-Nuapada,Ori ss14a,766118 
Rgn.15 No: 704/437 (14-01-1998) 

1. To promote the integral development of the 
people by undertaking socio-economic projects with 
the co operation of Government, various 
organizations. National & International funding 
agencies, dedicated to social-economic 
development of people. 

13 Kanchanben Rasiklal Dholakia Charitable 
Trust 
Ward No. 10 Main Road p/o - Khariar Road 
Dist - Nuapada(Orissa) Pin-766104 
Rgn No: 230/1291 (21-07-2005) 
 

Health and awareness camp, Malaria Awareness 
Programme, Eye Care Programme, Pulse Polio 
Immunisation Programme, Family Planning 
Programme, Ambulance Service, Sanitation 
Programme, Literacy Programme, Library Child 
Education Child Development Programme (Creche), 
Vocational Training Programme, Forest & 
Environment Programme, Social Work SHG 
Promotion & Women Development Programme, 
Sports & Games Cultural Wings Awareness 
Programme on income general for women labour 
Observance and Celebration 

14 Knowhow To Grassroot New Technology 
At/Post  Kandetara Dist.- Nuapada Orissa 
Pin- 766106 
Rgn No: NPD/1446/10/200405 (08-09-
2004) 

Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries, 
Aged/Elderly, Agriculture, Biotechnology, Children, 
Civic Issues, Disaster Management, Dalit Upliftment, 
Drinking Water, Education & Literacy, Environment 
& Forests, Food Processing, Health & Family 
Welfare, HIV/AIDS, Housing, Human Rights, 
Information & Communication Technology, Legal 
Awareness & Aid, Labour& Employment, Land 
Resources, Micro Finance (SHGs), Minority Issues, 
Micro Small & Medium Enterprises, Nutrition, 
Panchayati Raj, 

15 District Disabled Association, Nuapada 
District Disabled Association 
NuapadaW.No. 8 At/PO. Khariar Pin – 
766107 
Rgn No: 994/1 of 2000-2001 (15-04-2000) 

Differently Abled, Education and Literacy, 
Environment & Forests, Health & Family Welfare, 
Human Rights, Legal Awareness & Aid, Right to 
Information and Advocacy, Vocational Training, 
Women's Development and Empowerment. 

16 Prateeksha 
Ward No 3, Khariar Road, Dist- Nuapada 
ORISSA 766104 
Rgn No: NPD 702-435 (08-01-1998) 

Education for migrants children- Our education 
program is in assonance to the government policy of 
ensuring education to all with special focus on 
migrants- children. In most cases, it is noticed that 
the minors of the distress migrants accompany their 
parents to the hostile destinations to undergo child 
rights violation. In this way the children are also 
deprived of education health and nutrition. Hence we 
have been intercepting those children and 
rehabilitating them in Residential Care Centers 
RCCs to ensure them education, health and nutrition 
in collaboration with the funding support of 
SarvaSikshyaAbhiyan. Ensuring education to all We 
also conduct literacy programs for women involving 
the 545 Self Help Groups SHGs working under our 

http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/satya-brata-kala-kendra-22942/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/indian-devotional-ecstasy-22124/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/sewa-mahila-mandal-22978/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/kanchanben-rasiklal-dholakia-charitable-trust-22282/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/kanchanben-rasiklal-dholakia-charitable-trust-22282/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/knowhow-to-grassroot-new-technology-22312/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/district-disabled-association-nuapada-21953/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/prateeksha-22752/
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organization. Moreover we are running child labor 
schools, sponsored by the district labor department. 

17 Jan Shikshan Sansthan  
At: Sirtol (Near Circuit House), PO: 
NuapadaTanwat, District: Nuapada, PIN 
Code: 766105 
Rgn. No: 1577/43/51 of 2006-07 

Removal of illiteracy through non-formal education 
among the rural folk specifically women and youth in 
the age group of 15-35 years with emphasis on 
vocational skill development in various trades 
depending upon the resource availability locally and 
area specific need to make them self-sustained and 
able them to share their stake in the decision making 
process in the family. As per the mandate of the 
National Literacy Mission (NLM) Jan 
ShikshanSansthan (JSS), Nuapada created in the 
year 2006-07. From the inception it has been 
associated with ZillaSaksharataSamiti (ZSS), 
Nuapada and State Resource Centre for AE, Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar towards fulfilling the goal of the JSS. 

18 Sankalpa 
AT: THAKUR PADA, PO/DIST: NUAPADA, 
ORISSA, PIN: 766105 
Rgn. No: 836/126 OF 1998-99 

Cultural Events For Awareness Generation And 
Advocacy. It Has Opened Child Labour School, Deaf 
& Dumb School, Adults & Girls School At Different 
Places Of Its Operational Areas. It Has Also 
Organised Seminars And Programmes On Rch, 
Health Issues. 

19 Mass Institute For Rural Reconstruction 
And Oneness Renaissance 

AT-DURIAPADA PO-KHARIAR 
NPD-119/38 OF 1995-96 

Art & Culture, Biotechnology, Children, Dalit 
Upliftment, Drinking Water, Education & Literacy, 
Environment & Forests, Food Processing, Health & 
Family Welfare, HIV/AIDS, Legal Awareness & Aid, 
Micro Finance (SHGs), Nutrition 

20 Nauree 
AT-CHANABEDA PO-BHOJPUR BLOCK-
KHARIAR 
NPD1238/11 OF 2002-03 (11-04-2002) 

Agriculture, Art & Culture, Education & Literacy, 
Environment & Forests, Health & Family Welfare, 
Nutrition, Panchayati Raj, Tribal Affairs, Vocational 
Training 

21 Youth for Action & Research (YAR) 
At-Padmapur Po-Badi Via-KhariarDist-
Nuapada Pin-766107(orissa) 
Rgn. No: 1323 96 2002 2003 

 Health, Reproductive Child Health Programme, 
Water and Sanitation, Gender, Nutrition and 
Reproductive Health Training to women SHGs 
Community Awareness on AYUSH LOBBY and 
ADVOCACY Child and women rights PRIs Training 
On RTI and MNREGS LIVELIHOOD Animal 
Husbandry Income Generation program (NTFP 
based) and NRM based EDUCATION: ECCE 
Awareness Generation Program Self help and Micro 
credit Education Agricultural Development 

22 Village Integrated Development Youth 
Association 
At-Kushmal PO-Kendupati Via-Duajhar 
PIN-766118 
Rgn. No: NPD38/1994-1995 (12-01-1995) 

Well organized community right based approaches 
for availing human rights & social justice 
Establishing village level institutions for sustainable 
common action from community particularly the 
neglected section of the society like schedule caste 
schedule tribe & women protection of village forest 
with the proper involvement of community members 
particularly of village youth in the process of joint 
forest management system. Identification and 
counseling process of women atrocity cases in 
proper coordination with Taluk& District legal aid 
cell. Promotion of food security models by Identified 
interested small farmers by providing them requisite 
training skills and improved agriculture seeds and 
fertilizer as well as farm implements. Development 
of micro level planning by the process of community 
participation and producing the same before the 
Pallisabha&Gramsahba for its proper management 
& function. Establishment of grain bank  and seed 
bank. Emergency coping support provided to elderly 
persons widows and disabled to coop up with the 
disaster or hazard situations. Development of 
breakage land bonding effected by heavy rain flash 
flood or sand casting became repaired and made 
the land cultivable and increase the productivity of 
land. Development of backyard plantation around 
the habitation of poor people which providing 
nutrious food and leafy vegetables during the whole 

http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/nauree-22531/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/village-integrated-development-youth-association-23367/
http://www.indiamapped.com/ngo-in-orissa/nuapada/village-integrated-development-youth-association-23367/
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year. Organizing health awareness camp and health 
check-up camp at the interior packet area where the 
people get available the medicines. Organizing 
training to creation of basic knowledge on various 
Govt. schemes and programmes for successful 
implementation. Organizing health awareness 
programmes for high schools and college students 
on general health and hygiene as well as other 
critical health like HIV/AIDS. 

23 Society For Economic And Welfare Activity 
[Sewa] 
 At-Sunarisikuan, Po-Kirikita Via-Duajhar 
Pin-766107 
 
 
Rgn No: NPD-115/34 OF 1995-1996 

Agriculture, Biotechnology, Children, Civic Issues, 
Disaster Management, Drinking Water, Education & 
Literacy, Environment & Forests, Health & Family 
Welfare, HIV/AIDS, Human Rights, Information & 
Communication Technology, Legal Awareness & 
Aid, Micro Finance (SHGs), Micro Small & Medium 
Enterprises, Panchayati Raj, Right to Information & 
Advocacy, Rural Development & Poverty Alleviation, 
Science & Technology, Tribal Affairs, Water 
Resources, Women's Development & Empowerment 

24 SanthaKabiBhimaBhoiSanskrutikaAnusthan 
At/Po- Bargaon Via-Duajhar Ps/Block-
Sinapali Dist.-Nuapada (Odissa) Pin-
766118 
Rgn. No: Npd-1653/43/150/ Of 2008-2009 
(28-11-2008) 

Agriculture, Art & Culture, Biotechnology, Children, 
Drinking Water, Education & Literacy, Environment 
& Forests, Health & Family Welfare, Micro Finance 
(SHGs), Nutrition, Panchayati Raj, Tribal Affairs, 
Women's Development & Empowerment, Youth 
Affairs 

25 VISWAS 
Khariar Road, Dist.Nuapada, Orissa PIN 
766104 
Rgn. No: 18965/4 (30-05-1986) 

Agriculture, Children, Disaster Management, 
Education & Literacy, Environment & Forests, 
Information & Communication Technology, Legal 
Awareness & Aid, Labour& Employment, Land 
Resources, Micro Finance (SHGs), Micro Small & 
Medium Enterprises, Panchayati Raj, Right to 
Information & Advocacy, Rural Development & 
Poverty Alleviation, Vocational Training, Water 
Resources, Women's Development & Empowerment 

26 Asha 
AT : LalSahebpada,  
PO-Khariar 
Dist.-Nuapada,Orissa,766107 
Rgn. No: 1229/2 

1. Social-economic development of people. 2. To 
care for the needy, stick, illiterate and backward 
classes of the people. 3. To promote justice, peace 
and co-operation among the people. 4. To undertake 
rural employment schemes, co-operative activities 
allied to cooperation to people. 5. To promote health 
consciousness among the people. 6. To promote 
welfare activities among the people. 7. To undertake 
relief and rehabilitation schemes for the people 
affected by natural calamities. 8. To arrange legal 
aid to the rural poor, victims of dowry, child labour 
and effected Harijans and tribes. 9. To campaign for 
family planning and community health and to 
motivate them towards social welfare activities. To 
campaign for Human rights and right living. 

28 

 Rajiv Gandhi SevaSamiti 
C/o-Mahalakshmi X-Ray  
At.- Ward No. - 3, Khariar Road. 
Rgn. No: NPD-1736/73/193-2009-10 

Education & Literacy, Environment & Forests, Health 
& Family Welfare, Rural Development & Poverty 
Alleviation, Sports 
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CHAPTER-XV 

PLACES OF INTEREST & TOURISM 

 

Maraguda Valley 

There are remains of planned city 

with roads, squares and     streets. Two 

old wells are near Rani Mahal. Some 

portion of the valley is submerged under 

the Patora Dam. Nearby there is a 

Waterfall called ―Godhas‖ is there. 

Maraguda valley is a unique site in the 

sense that, it has traces from the Stone 

Age to 14
th
century A.D. Patora Dam, New Temple Complex, Rajiv Udyan 

near it are places of Tourists interest. On the bank of river Jonk is this place 

of uncommon scenic charms. Encircled on all sides by green clad hills, it 

holds in its bosom the Patora irrigation dam and culture dating back to pre-

Christian era. This is the Dam site of the Upper Jonk Irrigation Project 

situated at a distance of 20 kilometres from the district headquarters. This 

place is also famous for Yogeswar Temple. This place has all the potential of 

a world class tourist centre in future. There is a lot of scope for Boating in the 

reservoir of the Upper Jonk Irrigation Projects. It has also been planned to 

start the District Museum and Pantha Nivas at the Dam site. 
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Ruins of Maraguda Civilisation  

Tri Mountain in Maraguda valley is another place of attraction. It has 
five terraces with earliest monasteries of Saiva cult. At the upper terrace, a 
complex in ruins is visible. The rooms are arranged in ―L‖ shape. Inside the 
temple complex the image of Goddess (four feet height on a pedestal) is 
found. There is an inscription at the lower portion of the deity which dates 
back to the 5

th
 century A.D.  

Brick Temple of Budhikomna- The temple is 

famous as Pataleswar Siva temple. It belongs to 7
th
 

– 8
th
 century A.D. Perhaps it is the oldest brick 

temple still standing and functional. Budhikomna is 

about 35 kilometres away from the District 

Headquarters, Nuapada. 

Bhuliasikuan- It is situated 10 kilometres away 

from Khariar town. Many loose stone icons are found in the temple near the 

village. Few stone slabs found in the ruined temple are now used as steps of 

Nuabandh. Bhanumati Siva temple is also a place of attraction for the 

tourists to this place. 

Yogimath- The pre-historic cave painting of Yogimath is another place 

of attraction. It is five kilometres north-east of Khariar town. The paintings of 

Stone Age people still survive. The use of red tint colour is still prominently 

visible. The paintings represent Bull, Cow and Calf.  

Khariar- There are many historical sites in the town which include the 

Palace, Shiva temple of Bada dadhibamana temple, Jagannath temple, 

Samleswari temple, Raktambari temple, Laxmi temple, Kosaleswar temple, 

Mausi Ma temple. 

Patalganga- This picturesque site is 

located in Boden Block. People believe that 

when mythological hero Ramachandra with 

his wife and brother visited this place, Sita 

felt thirsty and wanted water to drink. 

Ramachandra shot an arrow on the earth 

and water oozed out. It is famous as 

Patalganga.  It is a tourist and religious site. 

Many temples like Shiva, Jagannath, 

Hanuman, Durga, Radha Krishna, Ganesh are located here there is an 

Alekha Mahima temple at the place.  
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Baijalpur- It is located in Sinapali Block. Samaleswari temple at 

Baijalpur is considered as the oldest Samaleswari temple belonging to 14
th
 

century. 

Sunabeda Plateau- A nature‘s gift to Nuapada, Sunabeda is a place to 

be seen to be believed. Cascading waterfalls such as Kharal dhas, 

Beniadhas and Godhas add to the sylvan scenic grandeur of the plateau. 

There are Jumlagarh, Manikgarh and Gudagarh which transport the visitors 

to the hoary past of enchanting myth and blood-curdling history. It has been 

converted into a wildlife sanctuary which bristles with wildlife such as tiger, 

wild buffalo, spotted deer and leopard. Apart from this it is a safe haven for 

primitive tribes such as Chuktia Bhunjia and Paharia. Situated at the heart of 

the plateau is the shrine of Sunadei, the presiding deity of Sunabeda.   

Komnagarh-It was the old capital of Nuapada Zamindari. Ruins of old 

fort and old Samaleswari temple are places of interest. The Jagannath 

temple is another place of attraction. 

Singjhar- Ancient name of the place is Singoa. It is a place of interest 

for the tourists. 

Budharaja Temple of Bhela- It is the oldest temple of Nuapada. This 

village is known for many freedom Fighters and followers of Gandhian 

values.  

Kana-Bhaira- A place of historical importance in Tanwat near Nuapada 

District headquarters. 
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Accommodation 

There is one Circuit House at Nuapada managed by the Revenue 

Department. It has four suites. There are 10 Inspection bungalows located in 

different parts of the district of which seven are maintained by the Public 

Works Department and the remaining three by the Revenue Department. 

The Public Works Department also manages two rest houses. This apart, 

the district has rest sheds which are under the control of the Revenue 

Department, the Irrigation Department and the Forest Department. The 

bungalows are meant mainly for the Government officials touring on duty. 

When vacant, these are also available for reservation by public on payment.    

List of Rest-Sheds 

 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of Rest-
Shed/Rent house 

Location with Name of road No. of 
Suits 

available 

 Revenue Rest Shed Boden-Khariar-Boden P.W.D Road  

 Revenue Rest Shed Belthukr-Khariar-Raod-Belthukri  

 Revenue Rest Shed Dharambandha-Nambara-
Dharamabandha Road              

 

 Revenue Rest Shed BhellaNuapada– Boden Via Bhella 
P.W.D. Road   

 

 Revenue Rest Shed Sinapali-Khariar-Sinapali Road          

 Revenue Rest Shed Khariar-Arang –Khariar Road             

 Revenue Rest Shed Lakhna-Komna – Lakahana Road       

 Revenue Rest Shed Duajhar Khariar-Siapali Road         

 Revenue Rest Shed Nawapara Arang –Khariar Road         
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Komnagarh, x, xiii, 3, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 

303, 359, 388 

Kongada, 388 

Kosala, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 41, 

83, 90, 317, 319, 362, 388 

Kosta, 391 

Kotagaon, 388 

Kotkol (T), 391 

Krishna Singh ( Raja), 384 

Krushna Chandra Singh Deo, 384 

Kshatriya, x, 1, 82, 86, 391 

Kshipur, 388 

Kui, 108, 391 

Kulottunga Chola, 384 

Kultha, x, 49, 82, 391 

Kumbhar, x, 87, 225, 391 

Kumudanath Choudhury, 384 

Kunkot Parbat (H), 391 

Kurmi, x, 82, 391 

Kurum (T), 391 

Kusmal, 200, 289, 388 

Kusum (T), 391 

Kusurla, 388 

Kut, 391 

Kutra, 388 

L 

Labour Acts, 391 

Labour Department, 391 

Labour Organisation, 391 

Labour Welfare, 391 

Ladugaon, 388 

Lakhapadar, 388 

Lakhna, 77, 180, 188, 192, 199, 244, 

283, 300, 361, 388 

Lakshman Singh, 384 

Lakshmi (Goddess), 391 

Lakshmi Devi, 384 

Land Commission, 232, 391 

Land development Bank, 391 

Land Improvement Loans Act,, 391 

Land Records, 219, 235, 236, 391 

Land Reforms Act in 1965, 391 

Lanji, 114, 289, 300, 334, 335, 388 

Lanjigarh, 344, 388, 391 

Lankeswari ( Goddess), 391 
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Lat Darah, 391 

Laterite, x, 11, 13, 391 

Laxmi puja, 84, 391 

Legislative Assembly, 54, 315, 319, 

344, 345, 348, 349, 350, 351, 391 

Leptynite, 391 

Liad (H), 391 

Life Insurance Corporation of India, 

391 

Lift Irrigation Department, 391 

Lift Irrigation Project, 391 

Live Stock Aid Centre, 391 

Lodhia Copper Plates, 391 

Lodra, 8, 14, 18, 28, 46, 115, 173, 279, 

388 

Loitra, 388 

Lok Sabha, 344, 346, 347, 348, 349, 391 

Loksabha Election 1962, 391 

Lord Jagannath, 133, 291, 329, 391 

Lord Krishna, 330, 391 

Lowrie Mr., 384 

M 

Machan, 391 

Macneill ( Lieutenant), 384 

Madal dance, 128, 325, 391 

Madana Mahadeva, 384 

Madangi, 388 

Madanpur Rampur, 194, 388, 391 

Madeanpur, 388 

Madhunand, 384 

Madhurantaka, 384 

Madras Presidency, 391 

Magadha, 90, 388 

Maghas, 391 

Mahabharat, 48, 391 

Mahajan, 132, 179, 329, 364, 391 

Mahajanguda, 388 

Mahakantara, 32, 34, 388 

Mahanadi, 7, 8, 29, 316, 317, 362, 391 

Mahar, x, 100, 391 

Mahasamund, 4, 52, 77, 194, 242, 388 

Mahashiva Balarjuna, 384 

Mahasivagupta, 32, 384 

Mahastami, 83, 129, 326, 391 

Mahatma Gandhi, 57, 311, 384, 391 

Mahavana, 388 

Mahendra, 34, 317, 384, 391 

Mahila Samities, 391 

Mahima Dharma ( Alekh Dharma), 

391 

Mahua ( mahul) (T), 391 

Mahulpatna, 388, 391 

Mai (T), 391 

Maintenance of Internal, 391 

Maize, xi, 140, 141, 142, 156, 160, 172, 

185, 189, 391 

Major District Roads, 391 

Makar Mela, 391 

Makar Sankranti, 391 

Maktab, 306, 364, 391 

Mal Land, 364, 391 

Malati, 384 

Malaya (H), 391 

Malguzari, 364, 391 

Mali, x, 39, 41, 83, 117, 119, 225, 314, 

391 

Man, 99, 111, 364, 391 

Mangalpur, 388 

Manganese, x, 14, 391 

Mani Dhan, 391 

Manik Ray, 384 

Manikera, 388 

Manikeswari ( Goddess), 391 

Manikgarh, 5, 7, 23, 24, 28, 45, 46, 47, 

315, 359, 388, 391 

Manikhunti, 388 

Manohara Meher, 318, 384 

Mantaraja, 34, 384 

Maraguda, x, xiii, 2, 5, 8, 9, 14, 18, 21, 

23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 

35, 36, 38, 45, 46, 47, 173, 241, 280, 

302, 313, 319, 321, 335, 357, 358, 388 

Marahattas (Marathan), 391 

Market, xi, xvi, 156, 188, 189, 190, 391 

Masankuda ®, 391 

Maskapadar, 388 



 
 

374 

 

Masri, 391 

Mass B.C.G. Vaccination Scheme, 

391 

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, 

391 

Maternity and Child Welfare 

Programme, 391 

Maufi, 225, 241, 391 

Maufidar, 391 

Mauza, 364, 391 

Medical Department, 391 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparations Act, 

391 

Medinipur, 388 

Melee, 391 

Merchants Association, 391 

Meria Agency, 391 

Mid-term Election of 1961, 391 

Mid-term election of 1971, 391 

Minimum Needs Programme, 391 

Mining Department, 391 

Minor Irrigation Project, 290, 292, 391 

Mirdha, x, 69, 110, 391 

MNoter ®, 391 

Mobile Veterinary Dispensary, 391 

Mohangiri, 388, 391 

Mooney H.F, 384 

Moter, 388 

Mottee T, 384 

Muesum of Sambalpur University., 

391 

Muhammed Abdul Sidiq, 384 

Mukherjee S.K ( Dr.), 384 

Mukta devi, 384 

Mukta Sagar, 52, 391 

Muktapur, 52, 388 

Mukund Singh, 384 

Munda, 69, 228, 391 

Mundagarh, 388 

Mundi (T), 391 

Municipality, 391 

Municipality Act, 391 

Murlijore, 391 

Murundas, 391 

Muslim Sword ( Kunwar Khanda), 391 

N 

Naga Clan, 391 

Nagaraja, 391 

Nagarjuna, 33, 384 

Nagarjunikanda Inscription, 391 

Nagavali ®, 391 

Nandol, 388 

Nannadeva, 384 

Nannaraja ( Maharaja), 384 

Nannaraja III, 384 

Narayana Bharsa Meher, 384 

Narendra (Maharaja), 384 

Nariha, 225, 391 

Narla, 344, 388, 391 

Naryana Singh ( Maharaja), 384 

National Council of Applied 

Economics  Research, 391 

National Highways, 64, 195, 391 

National small fox Eradication 

Programme, 391 

National Small Industries Corporation, 

391 

Nawapara, vii, viii, 3, 4, 13, 17, 20, 23, 

42, 140, 195, 218, 223, 254, 261, 305, 

306, 345, 346, 347, 348, 361, 388, 391 

Nazarana, 212, 223, 226, 391 

Nehena, 6, 23, 30, 31, 288, 300, 388 

Nelson, 167, 384 

Neolithic Period, 391 

Nepheline Syenite, x, 12, 391 

Nilakantheswar Temple, 391 

Nilamani Senapati ( Sri), 384 

Nilji, 9, 173, 180, 200, 295, 301, 388 

Non-Gazetted Employees 

Association, 391 

Nripati Bhushana, 384 

Nuakhai Nuakhia, 391 

Nuapada  Notified Area Council, 391 

Nunagarh Notified Area Council, 391 
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O 

Odissi Dance, 314, 391 

Oil seeds, 173, 391 

Opium Smoking Act, 391 

Orissa  Money lenders Amendement 

Act 1975, 391 

Orissa Administration Committees, 

391 

Orissa Administrative Service 

Association, 391 

Orissa Agro-Industries Corporation, 

391 

Orissa Bhoodan Yogna Act, 391 

Orissa Debt Bondage Abolition 

Regulation, 391 

Orissa Estates Abolition Act, 229, 391 

Orissa Forest Act,1972, 391 

Orissa Forest Shooting Rules, 168, 

391 

Orissa Government Reserved Forest 

Shooting rules, 391 

Orissa Grama Panchayat Act 1948, 

391 

Orissa Grama Panchayat Act 1964, 

391 

Orissa Grama Panchayat election 

Rule, 391 

Orissa Land Reforms Act 1960, 391 

Orissa Legal Aid to Poor Rules, 243, 

391 

Orissa Local Body ( Suspension of 

Election) Act 1962, 391 

Orissa Merged States (Laws)Act., 391 

Orissa Money lenders Act and 

Bonded Labour (Abolition) 

Act.1976, 391 

Orissa Money lenders‘ Act 1939, 391 

Orissa Municipal Act 1950, 391 

Orissa Offices of village police 

(Abolition) Act 1964, 391 

Orissa Panchayat Samities Act., 391 

Orissa Registration of Births and 

Death Rules, 391 

Orissa Shops and Commercial 

Establishment Act, 1956, 391 

Orissa State Abolition ( Amend ment ) 

Act., 391 

Orissa State Class IV Employees 

Association, 391 

Orissa State Electricity Board 

Employees‘ Union, 391 

Orissa State Financial Corporation, 

391 

Orissa State Ministerial Officers 

Association, 391 

Orissa State Museum, xvi, 27, 391 

Orissa State Road Transport 

Corporation, 391 

Orissa State Subordinate Engineers 

Association, 391 

Orissa States ( Application of laws) 

Order, 391 

Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 

227, 391 

Oriya Inscription of 1718, 391 

OXFAM, xvi, 352, 391 

P 

Pabitra Mohan Pattnaik, 384 

Pachwai, 391 

Padampur, 3, 45, 57, 67, 169, 195, 197, 

261, 288, 388 

Paddy, xi, 88, 106, 140, 141, 146, 147, 

155, 158, 172, 185, 187, 189, 193, 

205, 293, 294, 295, 296, 391 

Padman Rai Deo, 41, 384 

Padman Singh Dev (Maharaja), 384 

Padman Singh Pataraja, 384 

Paik, x, 41, 83, 364, 391 

Pakage Assistance Campaign, 391 

Panch, 391 

Panchayat Samiti, xii, 195, 221, 272, 

274, 391 

Pandhri tax, 391 

Pandu Vansi or Somavansi Dymasty, 

391 

Panika, x, 69, 101, 391 
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Panjabi System, 391 

Parashu Ram Mund‘, 384 

Pardah, 391 

Paroja, 391 

Pastikudi, 388 

Pataleswar Temple, 284, 391 

Patalganga, xiii, 10, 49, 75, 122, 131, 

133, 291, 320, 328, 330, 358, 391 

Pathasala, 364, 391 

Patora, 5, 6, 8, 59, 151, 280, 281, 282, 

357, 388 

Patta, 222, 228, 364, 391 

Patwari, 52, 227, 364, 391 

Peafowl (B), 391 

Pendrawan, 113, 114, 282, 300, 388 

Phanimukta, 384 

Phurli Jharan, 391 

Phurlijore ®, 391 

Piasal (T), 391 

Pipal (T)‘, 391 

Pipal nala ®, 391 

Planning and Coordination 

Department, 391 

Planning Commission, Government of 

India, 391 

Pliny, 384 

Podu Chasa, 391 

Police Department, 203, 391 

Political Agent, 391 

Political Parties, xiii, 238, 344, 391 

Post office Savings Banks, 391 

Pousa Parab, 391 

Pousa Purnima, x, 128, 132, 325, 329, 

391 

Prabhakara (GTayakaratna), 384 

Prafulla Kumar Rath, 384 

Praja Sabha Order of, 391 

Praja Sabhas, 391 

Prasannamatra Maharaja, 384 

Pratap Deo, 384 

Pratap Keshari Deo, 24, 384 

Pratap Narayan Deo, 384 

Prataprudra deva, 384 

Prataprudra Singh Deo, 384 

Pravaraja I,, 384 

Pravaraja II, 384 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 391 

Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 

391 

Primary Agricultural credit and 

Multipurpose Societies, 391 

Primary Health Centre, xvi, 391 

Primary Industrial Societies, 391 

Primary Weavers co-operative 

Societies, 391 

Prohibition, 391 

Project, viii, xii, 18, 27, 60, 64, 66, 104, 

113, 143, 151, 152, 154, 173, 204, 

236, 237, 282, 283, 285, 294, 296, 

357, 391 

Properties (by Scheduleed Tribes) 

Regulation, 391 

Protestants, 391 

Puajiuntia, 80, 391 

Public Health Department, 271, 391 

Public Health Engineering 

Organisation, 391 

Public Premises Act, 391 

Public Works Department‘, 391 

Pughree, 391 

Puja, x, 91, 100, 105, 108, 131, 328, 391 

Pujari, 41, 391 

Pulses, 140, 141, 143, 172, 209, 391 

Pulumavi, 391 

Pundarika (God), 391 

Puranjay, 384 

Purunaguma, 388 

Purunasar, 388 

Purusottam Deo, 384 

Purusottam Sagar ( Tank), 391 

Puti, 364, 391 

R 

Rabandarh, 391 

Rabi, vi, 139, 140, 142, 143, 146, 147, 

150, 151, 153, 154, 187, 364, 391 

Radha Krishna deity‘, 391 
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Raghu Keshari Deo ( Raja), 384 

Raghuji Bhonsla II,, 384 

Raghuji Bhonsla III,, 384 

Raghunath Deo, 384 

Raghunath Sai, 384 

Raghuraj Deo, 384 

Raghuuji I,, 384 

Rai singh Deo, 384 

Raipur Vizianagaram Railwy Line, 391 

Raital sagar, 9, 391 

Raiyat, 391 

Raj Gonds, 391 

Rajendra Chola, 384 

Rajkishore Panda, 384 

Rajna, 284, 388 

Raktambari  ( goddess), 391 

Ram Chandra Deo, 384 

Ram Krishna Rath‘, 384 

Ram Navami, 391 

Ram Sagar, 391 

Rama Chandra Temple, 391 

Rama Deva, 384 

Rama Devi, 384 

Ramachandra ( Lord), 391 

Ramachandra Rayaguru, 384 

Ramachandra Singh Patraja, 384 

Ramadhyani R.K., 384 

Ramai Sword, 49, 391 

Ramalila, 391 

Ramayana, 90, 127, 133, 291, 316, 317, 

324, 329, 391 

Rambhadra Sai ( Babu), 384 

Rampur, 49, 293, 388, 391 

Rampurguma, 287, 388 

Ramsai Deo, 41, 384 

Rang, 13, 388 

Rani Parba, 391 

Ranidongri, 388 

Ranipur, 32, 37, 67, 288, 388 

Ranjit Singh, 384 

Ranmaljore ( R), 391 

Rasad ―System, 391 

Rasbehari Behera, 384 

Ratan Singh, 3, 44, 49, 61, 384 

Ratanpur, 388 

Ratha Jatra, 133, 391 

Rathikas, 391 

Raul ®, 391 

Reading Room-cum Recrecation 

Centre, 391 

Red and Black Postherds, 391 

Red Cross, 53, 317, 391 

Red Glazed Kushna Potteries, 391 

Regiment 23
rd

 of Madras Native 

Infantry, 391 

Regiment 32
nd

 of Madras Native 

Infantry, 391 

Regional Marketing Co-operative 

societies, 391 

Reistration of Birth and Death Act, 391 

Rendo Majhi, 384 

Rennel, 384 

Ret ®, 391 

Revenue Department, iii, 4, 361, 391 

Revolt of 1857, 391 

Richard Temple ( Sir), 384 

Rikhiram Tiwari, 384 

Roads and Buildings Department‘, 391 

Rohini (T), 391 

Roman Catholics, 391 

Roman Ctholic Church, 391 

Rotary Club, 391 

Rupra Road, 388 

Rural Development Departmebnt, 391 

Rural Engineering Organisation, 391 

Rural Family Welfare Organisation‘, 

391 

Rural Industries Project, 391 

Rural Radio Forums, 391 

S 

S.E.T. Centre, 391 

Sadar Lambardar, 48, 225, 226, 391 

Sagada, 388, 391 

Sagara, 391 

Sagunbhadi, 79, 388 

Sagundongri, 173, 388 
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Sahaj (T), 391 

Sahu N.K. ( Dr), 384 

Sahukars, 391 

Saipala Medium Irrigaton project, 391 

Saivism, x, 34, 39, 74, 391 

Saka Era, 391 

Sakti, 26, 27, 28, 75, 129, 391 

Saktism, 34, 39, 391 

Sal (T), 391 

Salami, 364, 391 

Salebhata, 154, 388 

Salebihidi, 388 

Salekela, 295, 388 

Salepali, 388 

Saliabans, 391 

Saloi (T), 391 

Samadpadar, 289, 388 

Sambalpur District Board, 54, 261, 391 

Sambalpur District Council, 53, 261, 

391 

Sambalpur Local Self Government 

Act, 391 

Sambalpur University, vii, viii, 21, 25, 

32, 47, 48, 52, 391 

Sambar (A), 391 

Samleipadar, 388 

Sampua, 83, 391 

Samserpadar, 288, 388 

Samudragupta, 34, 384 

Samuells, 384 

Sanand, 391 

Sandhisar, 388 

Sandul ( R), 391 

Sandul Irrigation Project, 391 

Sankargans, 384 

Sankus, 388 

Sanmaheswar, 114, 288, 300, 388 

Sanskrit Tol, 50, 391 

Santamula, 384 

Saora, 69, 391 

Sarabang, 188, 192, 200, 282, 388 

Sarabha, 384 

Sarangagarh and Raipur Charters], 

391 

Sarbanks, 384 

Sargiguda, 388 

Sarpanch, xii, 274, 275, 276, 277, 299, 

364, 391 

Sarrgiguda, 388 

Sasobohumali Hill, 391 

Satavahanas, 391 

Satrughan Panigrahi ( Sri), 384 

Scheduled Areas ―Transfer of 

Immovable, 391 

Scheme., 150, 162, 257, 353, 391 

Scott J.B., 384 

Second Auglo Maratha War, 391 

Second General Election 1957, xiii, 

345, 391 

Second Great War, 391 

Second World war, 391 

Seed Corporation of India, 147, 391 

Seedds, 391 

Service Cooperative Societies, xi, 186, 

391 

Settlement Report, 212, 391 

Sevashrams, 306, 391 

Shabar, 391 

Shops and Commercial 

Establishment Act., 391 

Shore R.N,, 384 

Siakhai, 391 

Sibanarayana Deo, 384 

Sicca, 391 

Sidha, 166, 391 

Sijimali Hill, 391 

Sikerkupa, 388 

Sikhism, x, 76, 391 

Sikim Gountia, 391 

Silda ®, 391 

Silum Clearance and Improvement, 

391 

Simachal Panda, 384 

Simul (T), 391 

Sinapali, 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 23, 32, 58, 59, 

63, 64, 66, 75, 76, 78, 79, 83, 85, 94, 

96, 104, 107, 114, 135, 140, 143, 149, 

155, 160, 161, 173, 175, 180, 181, 
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182, 185, 188, 192, 193, 197, 200, 

201, 202, 203, 205, 221, 228, 232, 

233, 239, 240, 243, 244, 247, 251, 

275, 278, 284, 293, 295, 296, 301, 

305, 309, 310, 311, 316, 317, 321, 

334, 335, 341, 344, 356, 359, 361, 388 

Singjharan, 388 

Sirpur Temple, 391 

Sisoo (T), 391 

Sital Sasthi, 74, 391 

Siva ( God), 391 

Siva Temple, 320, 391 

Sivaratri, 391 

Sixth General Election, xiii, 347, 391 

Small Industries Service Institute, 391 

Small Scale Industries, 391 

Sobhaban Barik, 384 

Soil Conservation Department, 391 

Soil Conservation Organisation, 391 

Someswar Behera (Dr.), 384 

Someswara Deva, 384 

Sonepur, 33, 247, 388 

South0Estern Railways, 391 

Sowars, 391 

Special Child  Relief Programme, 391 

Special Marriage Act 1954, 391 

Special Nutrition programme, 391 

Sphitachandra, 391 

Sripur, 388 

Srisobhini, 384 

Stambheswari ( Goddess), 391 

Stamps Act,, 391 

State Aid to Industries Act, 391 

State banks of India, 391 

State Council for Technical 

Edducation and Training, 391 

State electricity Grid, 391 

State Highways, 195, 391 

State Letgislature, 391 

State Nutrition Division, 391 

State Police, 391 

State Public Demand Recovery Act, 

391 

State Social Welfare Advisory Board, 

391 

Stenographers Association, 391 

Sthitiban, 391 

Stockman Centre, 391 

Store, xi, xvi, 24, 188, 391 

Suanga, 364, 391 

Subsidised Industrial Houseing 

Scheme, 391 

Subudhi, 384 

Sudevaraja, 31, 32, 384 

Sukhbasi, 391 

Sunabeda, x, xiii, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 16, 18, 

21, 24, 35, 41, 45, 47, 60, 103, 107, 

118, 130, 164, 166, 168, 169, 200, 

204, 205, 241, 247, 278, 279, 283, 

285, 291, 294, 295, 300, 307, 319, 

327, 335, 359, 388 

Sunamal, 388 

Sunamudi, 288, 291, 388 

Sunari, x, 83, 172, 388, 391 

Sunari Sikuan, 388 

Sundar Deo, 384 

Sundar Irrigation Project, 151, 391 

Sundar Singh, 44, 61, 384 

Sunder ( R), 391 

Sundhi, 391 

Supkon donger (H), 391 

Suratarangini, 391 

Surbhannaraja, 384 

Surekha, 384 

Surendra Sai ( Vir), 384 

Surya Devata ( God), 391 

Suryavarman, 384 

Suvaranpur, 388 

Swayambhulinga (God), 391 

Swiney ( Captain), 384 

T 

T.B. Control  Programme, 391 

Taccavi, 364, 391 

Tahasil, 4, 77, 140, 177, 221, 227, 228, 

232, 233, 235, 236, 237, 242, 364, 391 
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Takoli, 42, 53, 364, 391 

Talaguda, 388 

Tangan (T), 391 

Tangri Dongar (T), 391 

Tanwat, vii, 3, 23, 45, 49, 115, 154, 282, 

299, 319, 335, 359, 388 

Tapan Hill, 391 

Taparang, 388 

Tarbod, 18, 50, 114, 150, 161, 180, 188, 

190, 195, 283, 300, 319, 335, 388 

Tazia Festival, 391 

Teak (T), 391 

Teli, x, 93, 94, 391 

Telugu Chodas, 36, 391 

Temples, x, 319, 321, 391 

Tenant, 391 

Tentulikhunti, 388 

Terasinga Copper Plates, 391 

Thakurdiya Grant, 391 

Theka, 223, 226, 391 

Thekadar, 225, 226, 391 

Third Anglo Maratha war, 391 

Thuamul, 388 

Tiger (A), 391 

Tivaradeva, 384 

Topoigaon, 388 

Trade Union Act, 391 

Training cum Production Centre, 391 

Tribal Rural Welfare Sispensary, 391 

Trikalinga, 32, 388 

Tripathy D.P ( Shri), 384 

Trisul Darha, 391 

Tukula, 180, 188, 192, 388, 391 

Tulsi (T), 391 

Tushtikara ( Maharaja), 384 

U 

Udanti ®, 391 

Udayana, 35, 384 

Uden, 212, 391 

Udit Narayan pur, 388 

Udit Pratap Deo, 384 

Uditnarayanpur, 388 

Udyanbandh, 94, 180, 190, 192, 335, 

388 

Udyotakesari Mahabhavagupta, 384 

Umamati ( Rukmini Devi), 384 

UNICEF, 391 

Union Board, 391 

Union Higth Court, 391 

United Commercial Bank, 391 

Untouchability ( offences) Act, 391 

Upperpita, 79, 388 

Utapgarh, 388 

Utei, 391 

Utkal Bandhu Anatha Ashram, 391 

Utkal Gomangala Samiti, 391 

Utkela, 388, 391 

V 

Vajarahasta V, 384 

Vaktakas, 391 

Vansadhara ®, 391 

Vasata, 384 

Vasisthi Putra Pulumavi, 384 

Veterinary Department, 391 

Veterinary Dispensary, 391 

Vidhan Sabha, xiii, 344, 346, 349, 391 

Vihara, 391 

Vijaya Chandra Dev, 384 

Vikrama ( Raja), 384 

Vikramaditya, 384 

Vikramkhol, 388 

Vikrampur, 388 

Village Industries, 391 

Village Panchayat Order and 

Karunda, 391 

Vimabhata, 388 

Vimana, 391 

Vindhyas (H), 391 

Vindhyasakti, 384 

Viswanath Singh, 384 

Vocational Guidance Unit, 391 

Vrata, 391 

Vyagharaja, 384 

Vyankoji, 384 
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Vyuha Bhairava, 391 

W 

Water fall, 384 

Waterfalls Settlement, 391 

Wheat, xi, 140, 142, 188, 189, 210, 391 

Wholesale Co-operative, xvi, 391 

Wholesale Co-operative Society., 391 

Wild Birds and Animal Protection Act, 

391 

Wills C.U, 384 

Works Department, 361, 391 

World Food Programme, 391 

Y 

Yajnasri Satakarni, 384 

Yasobhanja, 384 

Yasoraja, 384 

Yogisundar, 391 

Yuba Krushak Parisad, 391 

Yubak Sanghas, 391 

Z 

Zamindar, 3, 4, 44, 47, 48, 53, 55, 56, 58, 

194, 195, 223, 224, 225, 226, 241, 

303, 364, 391 

Zamindaris, 48, 54, 57, 59, 391 

Zilla Parishad Act, 272, 391 

Zilla parishad Act 1960, 391 
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GLOSSARY 
 
Alpana 
 
 
Asharam School 
 
At- land 
 
Begar 
 
 
Bethi 
 
Bhang 
 
Bhogra Land 
 
Brahmottar 
 
Chatasali 
 
Chaura 
 
 
Chowkidar 
 
Cowry 
 
Debottar land 
 
Dewan 
 
 
Dharmasala 
 
Durbar 
 
Ekadasi 
 
Gadi 
 
Gamchha 
 
Ganja 
 
Ganju 
 
Gountia 
 
Gramadhan 
 
 
Gram Panchayat 
 
Gramarkhi 
 
Halia 
 
Jagir 

: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 

Paintings or decorative designs made on the wall or on the 
floor on festive occasions 
 
A type of Secondary school meant for tribal areas 
 
Highlying land 
 
Impressment of persons into compulsory service without 
remuneration; forced labour 
 
Labour which is not paid for 
 
Leaves of the intoxicating Indian hashish (Cannabis indica) 
 
The land cultivated by a landlord or the Gountia himself 
 
Land given free of rent to a Brahmin 
 
An old type of village school 
 
A raised mound or structure near the house in which the Tulsi 
plant (holy basil) is planted and worshipped 
 
A watchman; village police 
 
A sea- she3ll formerly used as medium of exchange 
 
Land given free of rent for the worship of a deity 
 
The chief executive officer next to the ruler in a ex-Feudatory 
State 
 
A rest-house for pilgrims 
 
A royal court; Government of an ex-ruling chief 
 
The eleventh day of the bright or the dark fortnight 
 
Throne 
 
A towel, piece of cloth used for bathing etc. 
 
The intoxicating Indian hemp (Cannavis sativa) 
 
The headman of a village 
 
The revenue collector of a village; the village headman 
 
Gift of a village; refers to the Gramadan Movement started by 
Binova Bhave, the Sarvodaya leader 
 
An elected body of Local Self-Government at village level 
 
Village Police 
 
A labourer who does the ploughing 
 
Land or village given on service tenure 
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Jhankar 
 
 
 
 
Jyotisa 
 
Kabuliyat 
 
 
Kanyashram 
 
Kaviraja 
 
 
Khalsa 
 
Khamar 
 
 
Khanapuri 
 
 
Kharif 
 
Kharposh 
 
Khasra (form) 
 
Khatian 
 
Khewat 
 
 
 
Kistiwar 
 
 
Mahajan 
 
Mahal 
 
Maktab 
 
Malguzari 
 
 
Mal Land 
 
Man 
 
Maurfi 
 
 
Mauza 
 
Nazrana 
 
Nuakhai 
(Nuakhia) 

: 
 
 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 

A village functionary in Western Orissa belonging to the non-
Aryan caste that assisted the village watchman and acted as 
the priest of the village deity. Now he only performs the latter 
function 
 
Astrologer 
 
A counter lease on agreement to pay rent executed by the 
tenant in return for the le3ase granted to him by the landlord 
 
A type of girls‘ school meant for tribal areas 
 
A physician practicing the Hindu system of medicine; an 
Ayurvedic practitioner 
 
Land or village directly administered by the ruler 
 
Grain store; the personal lands of the ruler and the members 
of his family held free of rent and cesses 
 
Literally means filling in columns; the stage of preparation of 
preliminary records of rights in Settlement operations 
 
A crop season (Summer- Autumn) 
 
Maintenance grant 
 
A field index 
 
A register in which the rights of tenants are recorded 
 
A paper prepared during a revenue settlement showing the 
interest and shares of the various classes of proprietors in an 
estate 
 
The first stage of prpparation of record of rights in Settlement 
operations 
 
A money-lender 
 
An estate 
 
Literally a writing place; a Muslim School 
 
The rent realized by the ex-Gountia or ex-Zamindar in order to 
pay to the Government 
 
Up land 
 
A unit of measurement;  also a measure of grain 
 
Land brought for a consideration from an ex-ruler or ex-
Zamindar free of assessment 
 
Village 
 
A tribute paid to the ex-ruler or ex-Zamindar 
 
The ceremony of eating new rice of the year 
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Paik 
 
Pathasala 
 
Patta 
 
 
Patwari 
 
 
Puti 
 
Rabi 
 
Sahukar 
 
Salami 
 
Sanad 
 
 
Sarpanch 
 
Stitiban 
 
Suanga 
 
Taccavi 
 
 
Tahasil 
 
Takoli 
 
Varta 
 
 
Viman 
 
 
Wazib-ul-urz 
 

: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
 
: 
 
 
: 

The landed militia of Orissa 
 
A village school 
 
A lease given to a raiyat showing his lands and his rents and 
the period for which it was fixed 
 
A village revenue officer who collects land revenue and 
maintains village records 
 
A unit of measurement 
 
A crop season ( Autumn-Spring) 
 
A money lender 
 
Present given to a landlord or a ruler 
 
Firman, grant, a written order signed and sealed by a king or 
government 
 
Elected president of a village Panchayat 
 
Occupancy tenant 
 
An early type of dramatic performance akin to farce 
 
A loan given as a relief measure  for carrying on agricultural 
operations 
 
A unit of land revenue administration 
 
A tribute 
 
A religious observance; the carrying out of a religious vow or 
fast 
 
The towered sanctuary in which the image of the deity is 
enshrined 
 
A revenue administration record 
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