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CHAPTER IX,

OCCUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE.

Occurs. BALASORE is essentially an agricultural district, and the great

TIONS:  majorify of the people are ‘dependent on cultivation. At the

Agrical-  census of 1901 it was found that no less than 79 per cent. of the

ture. people were supported by agriculture, and 81 per cent. of these
were actual workers, including 8,00" rent-receivers, 245,000
rent-payers and 4,000 field labourers. It has, however, to be
borne in mind that there are very few who do not cultivate a little
land when they have the means or opportunity to obtain i,
even though it may not be their principal means of support ; even
the traders and artisans, except the very poorest, have their own
patch of land, which they bring under cultivation either themselves
or through hired labourers. The rent-receivers or zamindirs are
mainly Hindus, often Bengalis who have settled in Orissa,
belonging to the Brahman, Kayasth, Karan and Tambuli castes ;
but there are a few Muhammadans among them. The non-culti-
vating land-owners are chiefly Brahmans, most of whom have
small /akhirdj holdings, which they cultivate through their
servants ; the Balaramgotri Brahmans, however, cultivate with
their own hands. The tenant cultivators are drawn principally
from the Khandaits, Rajus, Chasas anc Gauras, who are profes-
sional hereditary cultivators, but practically all the castes are
represented among them. ILandless labourers are not confined to °
any particular castes, but range according to circumstances from
the comparatively high caste Khandaits to the semi-karbarous
gborigina: tribes bordering on the western hills. They are com-
monest in the south, where the population is derse and the com--
petition for lanl is keen ; in other parts it is not difficult to
obtain & swmall area for & produce rent in any sparsely inhabited
tracts where land is being brought under cultivation.

Industries.  Industries support 96 per cent. of the population, and 59 per
cent. of the members of this class are actual workers, including
12 000 fishermen and fish-dealers, 13,000 grain-parchers and rice

o ounders, 9,000 cottcn weavers and spinners, 3,000 basket and
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mat makers, besides numercas goldsmiths, ironsmiths and potters.
The main fishing castes are the Kewats, Gokhds and Tiyars wno
also make their own nets. The Tantis weave cotton, and the
Kandras generally prepave ropes for sale in the markets, but
spinning and rope msaking are mot confined fo any particular
castes. Most of the tailors are Muhammadans, and the prepara-
sion of oil forms the chief occupation of the Telis. Aboriginal
tribes, such as the Santals and Bhumijesliving on the western
horder of the district, supply the greater part of the firewood and
charcoal brought to market. Baskets and leaf plates are made
mostly by Doms, but slso by the Pans and Kandras, while mats
are prepared in the northern part of the district by Kandras. The
Rarhis parch grain ; Sunris are occupied in the preparation and
sale of liquor ; Chamars draw toddy and make brooms; and shoe
making and leather tanning form the occupation of Muchis. The
Kumhérs are the potter caste, Pathurias work in stone, while
builders generally come from the ranksof the Muhammadans.
The proportion of the population supported by commerce is Commeree.
very small, amounting to only €3 per cent.; but meny of the
artisans, though not actual shop-keepers, deal in the products of
their workmanship and thus contribute considerably towards local
trade. The Oriyahas, as & rule, a faint idea of trade and little
commercial enterprise, his horizon being bounded by usury, which
requires & small expenditure of energy and grows fat, as it were,
by feeding on itself. The chief merchants and traders are
foreigners, the rice merchants being principally Muhammadans
from Bombay, the cloth merchants Marwaris from Jaipur and
Marwar, and the hide dealers Kabulis from Afghanistan. Among
the local mercantile community the most important are Tambulis,
who are general merchants, Subarnabaniks, who are general
money-lenders and pawn-brokers, Gandhabaniks and Aguris (Ugra
Kshartriyas), who ‘are shop-keepers, Kapurias, who sell cloth, and
Sunris, who are liquor vendors; while confectioners or sweetmeat-
sellers belong to the Guria caste.
Altogether '] per cent. of . the population derive their liveli- Profes-
_hood from professional pursuits, and of these 46 per cent. are S
actual workers, including 1,000 priests and 1,500 teachers. The
great majority of the people shewn under this class consist of
Brahmans. At one time the Brahmans confined themselves te the
study of the sdstras, the worship of the gods, and to officiating at
social and religious ceremonies. But now they have ceased to Took
to priesthood as their only means of livelihood, and have taken to
various other secondary pursuits to eke out their income as pries:s.
Thero are high class Sasani Brahmans, however, who yet ‘thele
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to their priestly calling. The religiots mendicants |are supplied
by Vai-hnavas among the Hindus and Fakirs among the
Muhammadans. The higher class of officers in the Department of
Education are mostly recruited from Bengalis, either recently
arrived or domiciled in Orissa. In former days, when communi-
cation with Bengal was not so easy asit hascow been rendered
by the opening of the railway, many of the Bengalis, whom
business and religious zeal led to this part of the country, settled
here. The descendants of these families are far ahead of
their Oriya brethren in respect of culture and education, though
the latter are now beginning to follow in their train. The
lower grades of teachers, gurus, etc., are officered by Brahmans
and Karans, and occasionally by Khandaits These remarks
apply equally to litersture and law, and also to a great
extent to engineering, surveving, etc. Petition-writers, copyists
and publie scribes, however, are not confined to these castes, and
in the lower grades of engineering a fair sprinkling of Muhamma-
dans is found. Unlike Bengal, the village physicians are not
confined to any particular castes. There are some Baidya families
who emigrated from Bengal and settled here, and who yet retain
their ancient calling, but their number is limited.
Other oc- Among those engaged in other occupations are 4,000 herdsmen,
cupations. 7,000 beggars and 24,000 general labourers. Gauras apd Pans
breed and herd cattle ; sheep and goats are bred by Pans and
Kandras ; and the pig dealers are Ghusuriass. Among musicians
the pipers belong to the caste called Mahurias, while the drummers
are mostly Pans and Kandris. Beggars and labourerd are not
confined to any specific caste. The shikdris or hunters of the
field consist of Pans, Savars, Kelas and Siyalgirs; and the butchers,
fowl and egg dealers are all Muhammadans, Barbers belong
exclusively to the caste called Bhandari or Napit, and washermen
to tha Dhoba caste. Cooks are mostly Brahmans, and indoor
servants are recruited from various castes by whose touch water
does not become contamimated. The coachmen are mostly
Muhammadans, but the grooms come almost exclusively from
the Pan caste ; while sweepers are drawn from the Mehtar castes.
Maxvpac.  Lhe importance formerly attaching to Balasore as anindus-
rores,  trial centre may be gauged by the fact that in the 17th century
it eontained the factories of no less than five European nations,
the Portuguese, Dutch, Danes, French and English. The chief
settlement of the English wasin Balasore town, but they also
had subordinate factories ct Bhadrakh, Soro and Balarimgarhi,
e rcund which weavers’ colonies gathered. The fine cotton cloths
and muslins producel by their looms formed-the chief artirle of
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commerce, and frequent mention is made in the early records of the
English of the Balasore “sannoes” and “cussayes,” as these fabrics
were called. 'With the general dislocation of trade caused by ‘he
Maratha raids the industry appears to have languished, and it
did not revive when the par Britannica was introduced. In a
report submitted by the Faujdar of Balasore in 1761 we find rice,

iron and stone plates referred to as the principal exports, and B

cotton cloths are not mentioned ; while Stirling, writing in 1822, -
has left it on record that ‘‘the manufactures and trade of Orissa

proper are very inconsiderable and unimportant. A sufficiency of

the coarser cloths is made for the use of the inhabitants in all parts

of the district. The calicoes of Balasore, Soro, Bhadrakh, Janjipur

and Hariharpur were once prized and sought after under the name

of Sannahs, but the demand for the finer fabrics of that description

having long since declined, the quantity now manufaciured is very

triffing.”

At this time, however, the manufacture of salt was a
very important industry giving employment to lafge numbers.
Saltpetre was in great demand for gunpowder,a demand which was
increased by the long French war; and Government had accord-
ingly established a monopoly in the salt manufacture. We find
that the Ricketts Canal was made simply to afford a ready means
of transport for the salt from the arangs or salt lands in the south
to the port of Churiman; and further north the Hijili and
Tamliik Salt Agents had acquired between 1805 and 1810 about
15 square miles of land along the Subarnarekha to be used as

Jalpdi land, i. e., the jungle and grass were cut and used for burn-

ing in the process of manufacture. The finest salt of all India,
says Stirling, was manufactured in the wild inhospitable tract
along the sea-board and yielded annually to the East India Com-
pany & net revenue falling little short of 18 lakhs of rupees. The
monopoly system was abolished in 1862-63, but salt making
continued for many years later to be the staple manufacture of the
district. In 1875-76 nearly 200,000 maunds were manufactured,
byt the industry has been ruined by the importation of imported
salt and has been abandoned ; salt is, in fact, now the largest
import of the district.

At the present day, the manufactures of the district are
insignificant and the only industries are small nand industries.
The reason for this economic backwardness is that the popilation
is almost entirely dependent on agriculture, there are no manu-
facturing towns, and each village is & self-supporting industrial
unit. The people grow and husk their own rice, build their own
houses, and require very few articles of foreign manufacture,
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Coarse cotton cloth, brass and bell-metal utensils and a few other
articles manufactured locally, such as baskets, pottery, mats and
ag.icultural implements, meet most of their wants, and the arti-
sans who make these articles form. and have formed for centuries
past, a component part of the village community, being paid
largely in kind and, in some cases, ho'ding lands in remuncration
for their services. A brief account of the small industries of the
_district is given below.
Cottou Cotton weaving is still carried on throughout the district by
Weavilg-  Tantis, who weave coarse cotton cloths, which cost double as much -
as the cloths of English manufacture, but last a year, while the
foreign cloths last only six months. 'The ony trace of the muslin
manufacture for which Balasore was once famous survives in
Bhadrakh, in Kedirpur in prrgane Banchis, and in Balasore
town, where muslin of a superior kind is woven. It is used by
native gentlemen for ceremonial purposes, dkotis of this descrip-
tions costing Rs. 20 a pair.  Almost all the yam used is imported,
but spinning is still carried on to a small extent by members
of the Tulabhina caste, who use machines made locally for the
purpose, and by Brahman widows, for whom this is proverbially
considered a suitable and respectable occupation. They use a -
small hand instrument, and the Drahmans’ sacred threads are
all made in this manner. '
Silk Silk weaving constitutes a small hand industry; it is not
weaving.  ogyried on on any extensive scale, and the oniy kind of silk
manufactured is {usser silk. The industry, such as it is, is
carried on by some 200 persons, by far the greater number of
whom live in the northern part of the district, in the villages
of Patpur and Réibanid; the rest are inhabitants of the village
of Purusanda in the Bhadrakh subdivision. In the mnorth the
_ weavers are not confined to any particular caste, but are real
: natives of the soil; and a Brahman 1s as much at liberty to
engage in the manufacture of tussersilk as a Kapuria, a Raju,
a Jolaha, or a man of any other caste. This manufacture is not,
however, their sole occupation. They follow their respective
avocations, and consider the industry as ouly a supplementary
means of augmenting their limited income. In the Bhadrakh
subdivision the weavers are kupown as Bengali Tantis (weavers)
and are not original natives of the soil, from whom, however,
they are ct present hardly distinguishable; (hey migrated from
Bengal and retiled down in this distriet many years ago, but
now speak the language of the country of their adoption, and
have, more or less, accommodated themselves {o the conditions of
theis environs. They number ouly about 50 men all told, but
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#ilk manufacture is their sole occupation; a man is, in fact,
excommunicated for plougting land with his own hand.

Among both these classes of men, the rearing of si'k-worms

or cocoons does not form any part of the industry. They purchase
cocoons from the Santils and the Bhumijes of the Garhjats
(Mayrrbhanj and Keonjhar) at the rate of about 200 per rupee,
then boil them in hot water, reel them, and gradually draw
all thread out of them. Afterwards they knead the thread
with a paste of boiled potatoes, dye them, and weave them
with ordinary lcoms. The articles thus manufactured, after
meeting the demand of local consumers, mostly Hindus, who have
to use such cloths fc- various religious ceremonies, are sent to the
merchants of the towns of Balasore and Cuttack snd to Muhammad-
nagar-patni within the Jaleswar thana. It has been estimated
that clothsto the value of Rs. 5,000 are sold by the manu-
tacturers of this district annually. ‘Lhe local name of the cloth is
kantia. :
As regaids the weaving industry as a whole, it may be said
that the products of the local looms cannot, at any rate in the
towns and larger villages, compete with the machine-made
articles of English manufacture, though some are prized for
their fine texture, and hand-woven cotton cloths still hold their
own In rural tracts owing to their durability. The industry is
therefore not thriving, and the weavers are taking up other
means of earning their livelihood in increasing numbers.

The other industries are of little importance. Mats of three ogher
kinds are made. The reed mats called hensa are prepared by industricr,
all classes for home use, the Pans making a large number, '
which they sell in the markets at one or two anmnas each.
They are thick, and the poorer classes use them to cover
them at night during the cold weather. The date-leaf mats
called patiyd are made Ly the gipsy castes, Kelas and Ahirgauras,
ana are sold for an anna a piece 1n the markets. Chatdl or
matting of a coarse-description is also made by the Rajus, Chasas
and other cultivators in Kamardachaur and Kakhrachaur for
local wse. Rope is made of jute and flax by the cultivators in
most parts of the district to supply their own wants, and string
of coco-nut fibze and jungle grass by low caste women for sale,
Palm-leaf umbrellas, hoods and hats are unisamsally made by
Chamars and used by cultivators in the fields. The labourers
prefer the hood in summer and the bat during the rains. Nets
are made by fishermen for their own use, but a small cast-net
manufactured in the north of thc district is sent to the markels
and to Balasore for sale. DBaskots of reeds and bambon arg
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made by the low castes, some of & very large size being used
for storing paddy and others of u small size for carrying
pw.poses. Earthenware, consisting of jugs, pots, cups and other
articles, is manufactured in all parts of the district by Kumhars
and brought to market for sale. Gunny-bags were formerly made
in large numbers near Chandbali, but they have been now dis-
placed by the Calcutts article, which merchants find it cheaper to
import. Bags called «kid, which are used for carrying rice, paddy
or salt, are made of flax or jute, and are also used for pack-saddles.
Brassware and bell-metal utensils of all desccptions, including
heavy brass ornsments for women, are made by the local
braziers, chiefly at Balasore, Erda in pergane Senaut and Remuna.
The Remuna bell-metal ware is acquiring some local reputation,
and considerable quantities are exported. Ornaments of brass and
bell-metal are worn by the poor and low caste women, but the
manufacture is declining owing to the import and sale of German
silver ornaments at a cheaper price. .

Mines, There are no mines in the district, but laterite, sandstone,
gravel, ete., are quarried for building and road-metalling. The
rock most generally employed for building purposes in the
district is laterite. This is largely used in the comstruction of
the walls cf houses and also for buildings of greater pretensions.
Few rocks present greater advantages from its peculiar charecter ;
it is easy to cut and shape when first dug, and it becomes hard
and tough after exposure to the air, while it seems to be very
little affected by the weather. Indeed, in many of the soulptured
stones of some of the oldest buildings in Orissa, the chisel marks
are as fresh and sharp as when they were first built. It is,
perhaps, not so strong, nor so capable of resisting great pressure
or bearing great weights, as some of the sandstones or the more
compact kinds of gneiss, but it certainly possesses amply sufficient
strength for all ordinary purposes. It is largely used at the
present time, but has also been employed from the earliest period
from which the temples and buildings of the country date, and
the elaborate specimens of carving and ornament, which some of
these contain, show that the nodular structure and irregular
surface of the laterite does not prevent its effective use for pur-
poses of ordinary. ornamentation. It is quarried in a rude but
effective way; a groove is cut with & rudely pointed pick round the
slab which is to be exfracted; another is made underneath, and
then a few wedges are driven in to split off the block. Slabs
frorr 4 to 5 feet long are easily procurable in this way; while
the more loose and gravelly forms of laterite are used for road
meta, for which they are admirably adapted.
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. Chlorite, known locally as muguni, which is found in the
Nilgiri hills and in kikis Talmundi and Mangalpur, has a con-
siderable local sale and is also exported to Calcutta. The rock
yields a compact and very tough material, though fairly
. easy to work, and is admirably suited for fine carvings.

Blocks of almost any size can be obtained, the only impediment
being the difficulty of transport from the high hills on which it
is generally found. The most general use of this rock at present,
however, is for the manufacture of plates, bowls, basins, etc., which
are in common use all over jthe country. The tools employed
in the manufacture of these are of the rudest kind; a short
round bar of iron pointed at one end and a wooden mallet
suffice to procure from the rock a piece of size sufficient for a
plate or bowl. This is rudely cut into the intended form by the
quarryman on the spot, and the half-finished materials are brought
down from the quarries [or holes on the hill-side and finished by
different workmen in the villages below. This is done partly
by hand with finer tools, partly on & simple lathe. The finished
plates, etc., are then transported to the markets by the merchants
who deal in these articles.

In the early days of the English settlement, in what Sir Traoe,
William Hunter calls “the era of armed industry,” the trade
of Balasore was practically limited to the small area held by the
factories. “ Every year,” he writes, “ our factors made their Trade
advances in good English silver, and got together an ¢ investment’ grder the
in country goods. High profits covered the losses which the )
marauding soldiery now and then inflicted on us, when they
burned a -weaving village which had got an advance from the fac-
tory, or speared a few hundred artisans working at our expense.
Tndeed, the universal misery of the Province rather stremgthened
our hands. The only safe place for quiet people was the English
factory. Tndustry and commerce gathered themselves together
around it, and manufacturing hamlets nestled within the shadow
of its walls.” These interruptions to the peaceful progress of
English trade became, however, very serious when the Marathas
burst down upon Orissa. In 1748 the Maratha horse attacked
the factory at Balaramgarhi; in 1750 the Resident at Balasore
reported that owing to the Maratha raids he could not * purchase
any ready-money goods, as the weavers or greater part of them
have been obliged to abscond;” and again in 1753 he wrote
asking for 1,500 or 2,000 maunds of rice as the weavers of Bala-
sore were complaining of the great searcity of rice and provisions
of all kinds occasioned by the davastations nf the Marathas who
had plundered Balasore; * several weavers,” he added, “ have
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brought their looms into the factory, and the few who remain
declare that they shall be obliged to qui’ the place.” Outside the
factcmies the trade of the country was paralyzed by the oppres-
sions of the local officials. However cheap might be the inland
markets, the tolls and custom houses on the roads and rivers made
the goods too dear for exportatioh; and anything like internal
trade was rendered impossible by the incessant black-meil which
was levied. DBesides the royal officers who imposed a tax at
every few miles, each petty proprietor chrough whose estate the
route lay lined the road with rapacious myrmidcas; and in the
short Jonrney of 103 miles from Balssore to Cuttack the tolls
Mo nearly a third of the total value cf the goods.

Trade When the British finally conquered Orissa, the only trade

;];nr?;: , worthy of the name was an export trade, chiefly in rice and salt.

rale. Considerable quantities of these articles were still exported from
the ports, which were chiefly frequented by three kinds of
craft, viz., Maldive vessels, which brought cowries, coco-nuts,
coral and dried fish, and took back rice and earthen pots ; the
sloops which carried the Government salt to Caleutta ; and sloops,
built at Contai and Hijili, which only came in the cold season
and carried rice to Calcutta. The Raja of Kanika carried on
a considerable trade in rice on his own account, and large
numbers of swine and cattle found their way by land to the
Calcutta market. The export trade, however, gradually
dwindled down to a fraction of its former importance, and in
1813 the Collector reported that the only articles exported were
rice and a liltle salt (about three lakhs worth) and that trade
was hardly known even by name. The internal trade was equally
limited and was confined to the supply of rice and other
articles of every-day use or consumption to the towns, and the
mutual exchange of surplus produce and articles of home manu?
facture at the hats or markets in the interior.

During the early days of British administration, however,
Balasore was in a far better position than the adjoining district of
Cuttack, which was in constant want of supplies and frequently
on the verge of famine. Time after time urgent calls were made
on Balasore for rice, and pilgrims had to be warned of the scar-
city in Cuttack and directed to supply themselves with provisions
before entering iw. There was, however, no scarcity 20 miles
north of the Mahanadi ; at Balasore rice sold at 65 scers for the
rupee ; there was enough in store for three years’ comsump-
tion; and there were immense stocks at Dhamra and Churdman
intended for export to Madrasz For a long time, however, the
produce of the country Lud but little uccess to the nland markets
.
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outside the district, and even in the district there was very little
trade between markets remote from each other. The Jagannath
road and the road to the Madras Presidency were thv prircipal
trade routes and pilgrim routes, but except for these, there were
very few roads, and those so cailed were little better than primitive
footraths. Under these conditions, trade was naturally confined
within the narrow limits imposed by the small carrying capacity
of the country carts and pack-ballocks. The famine of 1866 and
the inquiries that followed taught the suthorities the imperative
necessi'y of bringing the trade of the country in close touch with
other parts. The vigorous measures that have since been adopted
in opening up rouds snd canals have been of the greatest
benefit to the country. The development of the ports at Chand-
bali, False Point and Balascre, and the improved facilities of
canal communication with the first two ports, have created a
market for produce, and have brought into existence foreign
trade, with its agencies and sub-agencies, through the influence of
which prices in the interior now rise and fall in close sympathy
with the foreign markets,
e chief imports are salt, sugar, European piece-guods, jmports
Wwearing apparel, cotton yarn. hardware, and Indian products, and -
- sunch as gunny-bags, coco-nut oil, spices, gk, drugs and raw ports.
cotton. The largest imports are salt, which is brought in
large quantities from Madras, and European piece-goods; and
the principal export is rice, which in favourable seasons is
despatched in enormous quantities, by sea, canal and railway.
Other exports are hides, jute, oil-sceds, timber and stoneware.
A omnsiderable quantity of the grain exported comes from the
« Garbjats, and several traders from Balasore visit Nilgiri and
Maytrbhanj and purchase the erops upon the fields. At Chandbali
also it is a common practice for the exporters to send out agents
among the villages, who purchase the crops before they arc
reaped by making advances to the cultivators. Rice is shipped
oversea {0 Ceylon and Mauritius, and sugar is obtained from the
latter island by merchanis who keep up a connection with Muham-
madan traders controlliug the sugar industry there ; but with these
exceptions, {rade, both import and export, is carried on chiefly
with Calcutta and Madras. The greater part of the sea-borne
trade cousists of imports, and its {otal value fell from 67 lakhs
i 100-01 to 53%.lakhs in 1904-05, the valuc of imports
declining from_ Rs. 42,70,000 to Rs. 27,67,000. On the other
hand, the value of the exports rose from 24} lakbis fo 253
lakhs in the same period, in onsequence of the large export
of rice to foreign ports. The year 1905-06 witnesced an
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